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Celebrate your Canada Day in Aurora!
10am Parade on Yonge St. (from Orchard Heights to Murray) 
11am - 5pm Lambert Willson Park - fun activities/entertainment 
6:30pm Concert: The Fab Four followed by FIREWORKS!!!FIREWORKS!!! 

Sponsored by:This exciting event brought to you by: 

entntent

Stones purchased as a fundraising project for Wells Street
School were removed and strewn around the property Friday
night, while others simply disappeared. People who were
fighting to keep the historic school open were celebrating in
the park across the street and no one apparently saw any-
thing. Resident Dan Revington, who attended the Friday
night event, said he investigated Saturday morning and “I
also noticed a letter taped to the Wells Street sign at the front
of school, written by two people who I do not know”. About
10 years ago,  a fundraiser allowed Wells Street parents to
purchase stones for the Millennium Pathway and have their
names engraved on them. Revington suggested the stones
were removed as an act of vandalism or by the parents “who
purchased them and who wanted them back because they do
not trust what the YRDSB (school board) would do with them
when it closed the school”. Mr. Revington, his wife Kate,
along with friends, jointly purchased a stone for the Wells
Street Millennium Pathway. “We are going to leave our stone
there until the YRDSB reopens the school,” he said.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Rotary serves
at Ribfest again

You will once again be able to
wet your whistle at Ribfest this
year thanks to the Aurora Rotary
Club.

In a recommendation expect-
ed to be passed this week, the
Rotarians will be handed man-
agement of the Beer Garden at
the annual festival, which runs
September 10 - 12. 

A public notice was sent out
earlier this year outlining the
terms and conditions required to
operate a beer garden at Ribfest.

The Rotary club was the only
applicant this year.

"The Rotary Club has had
prior experience partnering with
the Town of Aurora and has suc-
cessfully run a beer garden at the
Aurora Community Centre for

several years," said Al Downey,
Director of Parks and Recreation
in a report. "In 2006, 2007, 2008,
and 2009, the Rotary Club oper-
ated very successful beer gar-
dens at Celebrate Aurora,
Canada Day, and Ribfest. This
year, the Rotary Club will donate
10 per cent of the profits back to
the Town from the operation of
the beer gardens."

Rotarians will also assume
expenses for paid duty police, a
special occasion permit, a $600
park set up/clean up fee, and the
costs to outfit the beer garden
appropriately.

Last year, the Town made
$1,960.50 from the beer garden,
with $1,360.50 accounting for 10
per cent of the overall profits.

E-mail tells story:
Geoff Dawe will run
for mayor’s chair

If there was ever any ques-
tion that Geoff Dawe was going
to run for the mayor’s job, it
has been dispelled by an e-
mail that has been sent to sev-
eral Aurora residents last
week, from former mayor Tim
Jones.

“I am e-mailing you to invite
you to meet a new candidate
for mayor for the Town of
Aurora who will be announcing
his intentions to run in just
over a week,” Mr. Jones said in
a note to an Aurora resident.
“He is Geoff Dawe, the outgo-
ing President of the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce and 33
year resident of Aurora. Geoff
has participated in and held
leadership positions with his
children's school councils, his
church and is president of his

own company. More recently,
Geoff has served as
Chairperson of the Aurora
Library Board.

“When we see and hear
what has been going on at
Aurora Council for the past 3
1/2 years, Geoff gets it,” Mr.
Jones said. “He is a leader who
seeks consensus, not retribu-
tion. He's a team player, allow-
ing full and uninterrupted input
and with that input, he is a
decision maker. Geoff respects
the positions of others while
asking for respect in return.”

Dawe would be the third
member to be interested in
dethroning existing Mayor
Phyllis Morris.

Also declared are former
councillor Nigel Kean, and res-
ident Roger Clowater.

Dog
attack 
trial set

Although still recovering from injuries
sustained in an Easter weekend dog
attack, which also left her family dog
dead, Aurora resident Shelley Rose was
looking forward to this week.

A hearing at Newmarket's Tannery
Mall Monday decided the case - involv-
ing charges under the Provincial Dog
Owners' Liability Act and bylaw charges
from the Town - would be heard July 12.
This hearing could also determine
whether an order of destruction is placed
on the dog. 

"I'm glad things are moving forward,"
Ms. Rose told The Auroran Friday. "As
I've said many times, I'm basically just a
witness for the Town. This is the Town's
deal, this is the Town's action.

"I do feel in this case it is the right
thing to do and that is why I am coming
forward to tell my story in court. Ireally
feel it is the right thing to do, not just for
me but for the community."

The Town of Aurora took over this
case shortly after a hearing in May when
it charged the OSPCA failed to file an
application to have the dog in question
destroyed under the Dog Owner's
Liability Act despite assurances to the
town they had done so.

Thus far, Ms. Rose said she has
been pleased with the way the Town,
and Jon Popple, Manager of Bylaw
Services, have been handling the case. 

"(Mr. Popple) has called in a new
investigator and he has been very
good," she said. "He updates you. He
was the one who got an interim order
immediately after the last trial that said
the dog could not leave the property at
all, that even if it was in its back yard it
had to be leashed and muzzled.

"He was moving very quickly and I
think he was really trying to protect the
community, so with that regard I was
very happy."

She was pleased too that this case
will also be looked at by the Provincial
Court. 

"I think that is a good move because

Please see page 13
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COMING EVENTS
CONTINUING

The Aurora Probus Club
meets every second Wednesday
of the month (except July and
August) at the Aurora Legion.
Memberships consist of retired
and semi-retired PROfessional
and BUSiness people, hence the
name Probus. It is a fun fellow-
ship with well-chosen speakers.
New members are  welcome. For
more information call Marilyn
Munslow at 905-727-9344 or Bob
Saunders at 905-841-3558.

* * * *
Alateen meets every Sunday

at 8 p.m. at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church, corner of
Victoria and Mosley Streets.  Al-
Anon meets every Tuesday at 8
p.m. at the Aurora United Church
on Yonge Street.  For more infor-
mation go to al-
anon.alateen.on.ca.

* * * *
The Aurora Garden &

Horticultural Society meets on
the fourth Wednesday of every
month at 8 p.m. at the Royal
Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial
Parkway North. Visitors are wel-
come for only $2. For more infor-
mation call Ray at 905-727-6168.

* * * *
York Highlands Chorus is an

award-winning a capella Sweet
Adelines chorus, a group of
women who gather Tuesday
evenings at the Old Fire Hall,
Newmarket, to sing, share in the
harmony of friendship and learn
the barbershop art form. York
Highlands is always looking for
new women who share the love
of a capella music. Call Karen at
905-726-2113 or Vikki at informa-
tion@yorkhighlands.com.

* * * *
The Upper Canada

Chordsmen, Aurora-Newmarket’s
award winning chorus, is looking
for male singers. The group
meets every Wednesday from 7
p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Old Fire
Hall, 140 Main Street South, in
Newmarket.

* * * *
The Optimist Club of Aurora

meets the first Wednesday of
each month at the Aurora Legion.
New members are welcome. Call
905-727-5012 for more informa-
tion.

* * * *
The Aurora Lions Club meets

the second and fourth Thursdays
at the Aurora Lions Hall, corner
of Mosley and Victoria Streets.
Co-ed club welcomes new mem-
bers. For further information, call
905-727-6079.

* * * *
Martha's Table, at St.

Andrew's Presbyterian Church,
Aurora, is now closed for the
summer and will start up again
Thursday, September 2..

* * * *
The York Regional Police

Male Chorus is looking for new
members. You do not have to be
a police officer nor are you
required to read music to volun-
teer. The group rehearses
Monday evenings between 7.30
and 9.30 p.m. For further infor-
mation, contact the chorus
supervisor at 905-727-9676 or
the coordinator of volunteer serv-
ices for YRP at 905-830-0303,
extension 6717.

* * * *
Aurora’s Air Cadets meet

every Tuesday night at Cardinal
Carter School from 6.30 p.m. to
9.30 p.m., and offer a program for
12 years and older boys and
girls.

* * * *
Aurora Opera Children’s

Chorus welcomes treble voices.
It is a choir dedicated to nurturing
and providing opportunities for
children to express their musical
abilities. The chorus is open to
boys and girls ages 5-17. Contact
the general director at keepsing-
ing@rogers.com

* * * *
Community Home Assistance

to Seniors (CHATS) is looking for
volunteers to assist with the
activities in its Adult Day
Program. The positions call for a
commitment of a few hours a
week at its Aurora location.
Various times are available. Call
Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30

to 8 p.m. the Pioneer Club for
boys and girls, age three to
Grade 4 and the Junior High Club
for boys and girls, Grades 5 to 8,
will be held at the Aurora
Cornerstone Church, 390
Industrial Parkway South. For
more information call 905-841-
8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate

every Wednesday at the
Community Bible Church on
Bathurst Street just south of
Henderson from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
For more information e-mail 
Judy Hoffmann at  jhoff-
mann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing on

Tuesday evenings at 8.15 p.m. at
the Aurora Heights Public School
and on Friday mornings at St.
Andrews' Presbyterian Church
beginning at 10.30 a.m. No part-
ners are needed and beginners
are welcome.

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets

every Monday at 6.30 p.m. at
Gabriel's on Yonge Street. New
members are welcome. For fur-
ther information call 905-713-
9356.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd

Fellows Lodge 148 meets the
first and third Tuesday of each
month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge
Street, south of Wellington. For
more information call 905-830-
9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge

meets the first Thursday of each
month at the Rising Sun Temple,
57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30
p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge

meets the third Saturday each
month at 57 Mosley Street at
10.30 a.m. Coffee Club at 9 a.m.
and lunch at noon. Call 905-727-
3032 or 905-727-1080 for more
information.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets

every Tuesday night at Trinity
Anglican Church, Victoria Street,

Yes, you can pay less tax 
on retirement income

Drawing income from traditional non-registered investments 
can create a sizeable annual tax bill but, now there are alternatives. 

Investors Group Allegro Corporate Class Portfolios™ Series T, 
return of capital option provides regular cash flow designed to create 
tax deferral opportunities and reduce the impact of claw-backs 
on income tested benefits. 

Talk to me and discover how The Plan by Investors Group™ can 
help put more money in your pocket today.

Please call for upcoming seminar information
Visit my new website at: http://www.jenniferchristensen.com

Please see page 19

Marilyn Redvers, Sales Representative 
14799 Yonge Street, Aurora L4G 1N1

905-727-3154
www.realestateaurora.com

$534,900

Immaculate & beautifully maintained! Super floor plan & efficient use of space! Walkout from kitchen to deck,
hot tub & fabulous, private yard backing to estate lot! Beautifully finished basement with recreation room, 
office & 3-pc. Bath!

NORTHWEST AURORA! 
WONDERFUL LOT & LOCATION!

Terrific options with this recently renovated home in desirable upscale
area! Hardwood floors, renovated bathrooms and large deck 
overlooking 216’ deep lot (1/4 acre)! Could suit builder/developer.
Great location near schools, transportation and Yonge St. 

$449,900

CHARMING HOME ON BIG LOT - WEST AURORA!

presented by

4,000 sq. ft. of custom detail! Amazing cook’s kitchen with pantry,
wine cooler, S/S appliances, over-sized island, granite counters, open
to family rm with soaring ceilings! Stunning trim & mouldings!
Hardwood floors! Spa-style bathrooms! Must be seen.

$1,495,000

TREE-LINED STREET IN OLD AURORA!

Call Marilyn for a market evaluation! 905-727-3154

*(For Royal LePage)  * Based on Gross Income Generated

Wonderful, warm and comfortable home on lovely, tree-lined street
in Old Aurora! Formal living room with fireplace! Large kitchen with
breakfast bar & walkout to party-sized deck& pool! Fabulous proper-
ty with circular drive, trees, perennials & privacy!

$999,000

PRESTIGIOUS STREET - OLD AURORA - INGROUND POOL!

Deceiving from the front, this great house is larger than it appears!
Super location near Yonge and Wellington - zoned Commercial!
Finished walkout basement with recreation room and workshop!
Sitting on a fabulous lot - 68’ frontage by 142’ deep.

$369,000

SOLID BUNGALOW - CENTRAL AURORA!

*

Please see page 19
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gourmet
to go

Schnitzels 
our specialty

905-727-9561
14889 Yonge Street, Aurora 

www.graystonesrestaurant.ca

TOO TIRED TO COOK?

Let us 
prepare 
your meal. 
You just 
pick it up, 
take it 
home and 

ENJOY!

RELAX... 

10% DISCOUNT 
ON TAKE-OUT!
Sorry - no delivery available

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

MEGAN HONSBERGER, B.A. 

HONSBERGER 
TRAFFIC TICKET AGENCY

Licensed Paralegal 
With the Law Society of Upper Canada

Former Prosecutor

905-841-8116
Providing Traffic Law advice since 1982

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre

Aurora Home 
Hardware 

289 Wellington Street East  Aurora 

We’ve got you covered!

Only

905-727-4751

Canada Week Sale

10% OFF*
all in-stock laminate...

Prices start at 99¢/sq. ft.
*while supplies last.

               /sq. ft.*
* Limited quantities

Oak Gunstock Hardwood 
3/4” x 31/2” 20.93 sq. ft./ctn

Thurs., June 24 to Fri. July 2/10

$2.99

John Abel is running for
a seat on Aurora
Council in the municipal
election October 25. He,
his wife Tracy, and two
children have been resi-
dents of Aurora for 15
years. He said the cou-
ple decided to raise the
family here because of
Aurora’s reputation as a
safe, caring and vibrant
community. In light of
some of the local issues
and concerns that have
surfaced in recent
years, family, friends
and neighbours have
encouraged Mr. Abel to
run for council. He is
one of six candidates
who have already
declared their intention
to seek a seat on coun-
cil.

Town ready to combat racism
The Town of Aurora

will take steps to combat
racism and discrimination
"for all citizens" if a move
to join the Town with the
Canadian Coalit ion of
Municipalit ies Against
Racism passes this
week.

The recommendation,
which was passed at gen-
eral committee last week
without discussion, would
also see Council endorse
the Declaration from the
Canadian Commission for
UNESCO on the
Coalition.

According to a report
released by Aurora CAO
Neil Garbe, the Town was
first introduced to the

Canadian Coalit ion of
Municipalit ies Against
Racism (CCMARD) in
July 2008 by Ar t
Hagopian, a member of
the Canadian
Ethnocultural Council. 

Council resolved to
receive Mr. Hagopian's
comments and requested
staff come back on "what
level of involvement the
Town wishes to commit to
the CCMARD. The report
came back the following
November.

"The repor t recom-
mended that the initiative
of joining the coalition not
be under taken at that
time given the transitional
issues that the Town was

undergoing with the
Senior Management
team," said Mr. Garbe's
report.

Now, it seems the
Town is ready to take this
step.

"The Town of Aurora,
and all municipal govern-
ments in Canada, togeth-
er with other levels of
government, have
responsibil it ies under
Canada's Char ter of
Rights and Freedoms as
well as federal, provin-
cial, and territorial human
rights codes, and there-
fore have an impor tant
role to play in combating
racism and discrimination
and fostering equality

Gates approved
by Aurora council

Safety measures to stop
train whistles from sound-
ing in the Town of Aurora
are on track, after council-
lors approved the construc-
tion of pedestrian gates at
railway crossings recently.

The new approved gates
will be constructed at town
crossings at Engelhard
Drive and Centre Street,
regional crossings at
Wellington Street East, and
St. John's Sideroad, and a
new pedestrian crossing at
Cousins Drive.

The Town and Regional
crossings were approved
8-1 with Councillor Evelyn
Buck opposed, while the
Cousins Drive crossing
was approved unanimous-
ly.

Councillor Buck ques-
tioned the safety value of
these additional pedestrian
measures and believes the
trains will still use their
whistles..

"I understand that the
Town of Newmarket and
many other communities
have these gates and
crossings. They have spent
the money on these proj-
ects and train drivers still
blow their whistles. I am not
in favour of spending any
money for these level
crossings in order to stop.

"To suggest that we will

no longer hear the train
whistles, I don't think that
will be the case," said Ilmar
Simanovskis, Director of
Infrastructure. "The (identi-
fied) deficiencies are
based on that request for
anti-whistling, so if we were
not to proceed with anti-
whistling, we would not
need to proceed with these
modifications to those
crossings.”

Train operators will still
maintain the authority and
right to sound the whistle
should they deem neces-
sary, whether there is an
obstruction on the track or
they feel safety is at risk,
he said. 

Whistles would not be
blown in "normal operating
conditions," he added.

Councillor Evelina
MacEachern took the
opportunity to express her
support for the projects.

"The Region will be
absorbing the costs on
their two intersections and,
I mean, if we feel that for
Cousins Drive it is worthy
of having full gates, well, I
don't see why we would
think that Englehard and
Centre Streets shouldn't
have full gates."

Mayor Phyllis Morris
said these measures have
been a long time coming. 

and respect for all citi-
zens," read the report.

"By taking action to
combat racism and dis-
crimination, the Town of
Aurora is able to build a
more respectful, inclu-
sive, and safe community
where everyone has an
equal opportunity to par-
ticipate in the cultural,
social, and economic life
of the town."

If adopted, the decla-
ration would see the town
agree to develop plans
based on "common com-
mitments" shared with the
group, and ensure that

this unique plan of action
"will be an integral part of
the Municipality's vision,
strategies, and policies."

Priorities set will be
unique to the town based
on "its unique circum-
stances" and "the
Municipality will
exchange its exper tise
and share best practices
with other municipalities
involved in the Coalition
and will report publically
on an annual basis on
a c t i o n s  
under taken toward the
realization of these
Common Commitments."

New bylaw is expected
to pass through council

The Aurora Farmer’s
Market will likely be in the
receipt of a new bylaw following
this week's council meeting,
which would give increased
independence from the Town to
the Farmer’s Market

Committee.
"At the general committee

meeting of May 18, 2010,
Andre Flys, Chair of the Aurora
Farmer’s Market and Artisan’s
Fair Executive Committee
(AFM Committee) requested
amendments to the current
Farmer’s Market bylaw," said
Techa van Leeuwen, Director
of Building and Bylaw Services
in a report.

"Staff reviewed the existing
bylaw and has made changes
based on Council's resolution,
she said. “Staff has also taken
this opportunity to make some
other minor amendments to
the bylaw ensuring the Aurora
Farmer’s Market Association
and all approved vendors are
in compliance."

The new bylaw gives the
Market Committee the authori-
ty to decide starting and clos-
ing dates. Although the bylaw
limits the operations to
Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m., starting in May and clos-
ing in October, the exact dates
can now be determined by the
committee. 

Potential vendors will also
be required to seek approval
from the Committee, "as part
of the application for permit
from the Town". 

Vendors will also be limited
from selling products beyond
agricultural and horticultural
products, home baked goods,
meat, cheese, and egg prod-
ucts, but vendors selling pre-
pared food and ready refresh-
ments at the Saturday market
are now covered by the bylaw. 

The sale of live animals -
including dogs, cats, fish, birds,
and reptiles - is prohibited.

Fees have also been set
back to $75 per season for a
stall permit, as well as for spe-
cial event permits.

Single day permits have
been set at $35 per day "or
part thereof”.

These recommendations
were carried by councillors at
last Tuesday's general commit-
tee meeting without discus-
sion.

It comes before council this
week for final approval and rat-
ification.

416-888-0173

Nigel Kean
or email: nigelkean@aol.com

Experienced in Politics 
Background in Business

KEAN for AURORA MAYOR

nigelkeanformayor.ca

Join my campaign team by calling
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Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

Letters to the Editor

Letters to the Editor

Is media to blame
for G8, G20

security costs?
As much as I hate to admit it, we - and by “we”, I mean the

media, could be responsible for the billion dollars that will be
spent to protect the dignitaries attending this weekend’s G8
and G20 conferences in Huntsville and Toronto.

Seems to me if the media would stop harping on the issue,
there wouldn’t be an issue.

Because, frankly, who cares?
The protesters, the Toronto Star lists the groups who plan to

protest, want to get their message to the people.
Who does that?
The media.
The media and the protesters feed off each other to get

what they need...attention. 
Having world leaders there is, frankly, just window-dressing.
Do you really think the people attending the conferences

care about the protesters outside?
Send in Hollywood look-alikes to the downtown core and no

one outside would know the difference.  The rest could be done
by a conference call.

The result would be the same...billions of dollars spent and
protesters would have their place on front pages around the
world.

In Saturday’s Star - and I’m not picking on them - their front
page shows, in red capital letters “14 pages of summit cover-
age” and includes a story on the cost of protecting these digni-
taries ($833,000 a minute); a picture of more fencing; a story
on the prime minister’s wife, Laureen Harper; and a survival
guide “for everything you need to know to get through next
weekend”.

Talk about overkill.
Inside is a section devoted to “The Summits” and a sub-

head called “Your G20 Primer”.
Hundreds of police officers from York Region and surround-

ing municipal police forces, as well as the RCMP, OPP and
Canadian Forces will be part of the security downtown and up
north.

Why not? It’s good money.
But it’s my money...and yours.
The newspapers are quick to jump on all the frivolous

spending that’s going on, such as the stupid idea to create
what is now known as the “fake lake”, so attendees in Toronto
can see what they’re missing because they won’t be going to
Huntsville.

But I can’t find a single newspaper that admits the publicity
of the event is probably the only reason so much money must
be spent on security.

Give me the billion dollars. I’ll find a good use for it, as I’m
sure, so would everyone else, if offered the chance.

So stay home in lovely Aurora this weekend and read this
newspaper. 

Seems I’m guilty of doing exactly what I accuse my col-
leagues of doing...bringing attention to this event.

Reader stands by assertion
that mayor “botched” issue

To the editor,

The following letter is my
response to Bonnie Kraft
who took issue with my ear-
lier comment that Mayor
Morris "botched" the power
supply issue.

I guess it all comes down
to perspective. Bonnie Kraft
feels that Mayor Morris was
well informed and effective in
addressing our power supply
needs and I feel that she
botched the opportunity to
be well informed and con-
structive in addressing our
long term power supply
needs.

Who cares if Aurora
effectively forced on King
what it wouldn't accept
itself?

Some people clearly
count that as a victory.

Phyllis and all of the may-
ors of York Region were told
point blank that if they did
not work constructively
towards a viable solution
then an unwanted solution
would be imposed out of
necessity, but that clearly did

not influence the level of
effort made by our mayor to
become better informed 
and more constructively
engaged.

Mayor Morris' actions
were inexcusable for many
reasons, not the least of
which was the fact that it was
this very issue that took her
"over the top" in the 2006
election.

I stand by my view that
Mayor Phyllis Morris botched
the power supply issue
badly.

Who cares if Aurora
Council supported the OPA's
proposed solution in 2005
after years of effort and huge
expense, only to have
Aurora Council actively work
against a key component of
the proposed solution?

Who cares if Aurora
rejected overhead transmis-
sion as well as the proposed
alternative?

Who cares if the mayor
refused multiple offers for
Council to become better
informed and then voted on
the issue the night before the

public open house which
was intended to explain in
detail what was being pro-
posed?

Who cares if the mayor
turned to Sue Walmer and
MegaWHAT for advice
because apparently she
liked what they had to say,
despite the fact they were
proven to be factually wrong
and misguided on any num-
ber of fronts?

Who cares if we missed
an opportunity to shape the
OPA's new power procure-
ment process for the benefit
of all?

Who cares if Aurora suf-
fers the consequences of
Mayor Morris's short sighted
and poorly informed
approach to the power sup-
ply issue when a new trans-
former is imposed on us or
when the current transmis-
sion towers need replacing?

Had York Region actually
worked constructively with
the newly created OPA we
could have set a new stan-
dard for the entire province
as it rolls out its integrated

power systems plan that will
see tens of billions of dollars
spent over the next 25 years
while 75 per cent of our
power grid is refurbished or
replaced.

The fact is that Mayor
Morris and Aurora Council
set a very low standard
when they effectively slept
through the Bill 51 debate
and when they proceeded to
demonstrate a lack of pro-
fessionalism through their
inexcusably low level of
understanding of the history
of the issue, the identified
need and the viable options
available to us. 

I could provide many
more examples as to why I
feel that Mayor Morris
botched the power supply
issue but there most people
have already made up their
minds one way or the other,
regardless of the facts, so
we can all just leave it at that
and vote for the government
we want on October 25th.

Richard Johnson
Aurora

Reader found real reason
why kids have summer off
To the editor,

As we approach the school
holidays, I would like to recom-
mend the book "Outliers" by
Malcolm Gladwell to all
Aurorans as part of their sum-
mer reading.

A fascinating book,
"Outliers" explains the "behind
the scenes" story of personal
achievement. 

How do people become
very successful?

From Bill Gates, to profes-
sional hockey players, to the
Beatles there are basic under-
lying reasons that explain suc-
cess beyond the common
mythology.

The number of hours that
you practice or study a particu-
lar talent or art is critical.

Gladwell cites a 10,000-
hour threshold as a common
denominator when it comes to
moving from an amateur level
to a professional level.

This brings me back to
school holidays.

Until I read this book, I
never thought much about the
fact that children in North
America have about eight to
nine weeks off during the sum-
mer.

I remember asking a
teacher about this when I was
in primary school.

She said it was because,
traditionally, children in the
country had to help their par-
ents with the harvest. This
made sense until I read
"Outliers".

Apparently, it is not true!
The reason for the summer

holidays is that sometime in the
1860's education administra-
tors erroneously reached the

conclusion children needed a
long break in the summer to
ward off mental disorder
caused by over-stimulation.

In fact, many country
schools in the 1800's were
open in the summer and win-
ter, but were closed for periods
in the spring and fall to accom-
modate the schedule of plant-
ing and harvesting.

So what is the big deal?
Well it is a big deal for children.

Gladwell notes that numer-
ous studies show that the long
summer break is regressive to
learning especially for children
from lower income families.

Without the resources to
afford summer programs,
camps or tutors, academically
children from less privileged
families fall further behind each
year because schools are
closed during the summer.
Over time these "missing
weeks" of education each
summer add up to thousands
of "lost" hours. The summer
break is too long.

Another aspect of the book
that surprised me is the rela-
tion between calendar birth
date and success in sports and
school.

For young children the gap
between being born at the
beginning of January to being
born at the end of December
can be enormous.

In fact, I recently heard an
employee of the York Region
School Board note that being
born earlier in the year as
opposed to later in the year is a
factor when it comes to early
scholastic success (quickly
adding that there was 
not much that could be done
about it). 

Many parents will see this
"age gap" play out in primary
school this September as their
late-in-the-year born children
share the same class with larg-
er, more mature early-in-the
year born children.

To level out the playing field,
Gladwell suggests that when
possible school boards should
group classes for young chil-
dren by birth date range.

This is something any par-
ent sending a child to school
for the first time in September

should contemplate.
"Outliers" is great food for

thought and makes a great
summer read.

As it turns out, success in
life has a lot less to do with
pure chance and a lot more to
do with the amount of time and
effort put into a particular inter-
est.

Oh, and being born in
January does not hurt one bit.  

Peter Drost
Aurora

Golf tourney
is set to go

To the editor,

On Tuesday July 6th,
this year the Aurora Rotary
Club Golf tournament will
once again be held in
Aurora.

This year the tourna-
ment is extra special as the
Rotary Club honours a past
president and long time
resident Eric Smith who
died last year.

Eric was an amazing
person with a great love for
his family, his business, his
town and, of course, the
Rotary Club.

The tournament is being
held at the St Andrews
Valley Golf Club with a
shotgun start at 1.30 p.m.

Dinner will follow at 

the Club.
The cost is only $150 for

18 holes of golf, dinner and
prizes.

We still have room for a
few foursomes and would
love to get extra sponsors
to raise extra money that
will help so many children.

Hole sponsors are $150
(gets a sign of recognition
on the hole), lunch sponsor
is $500, dinner sponsor is
$1,000 and wine sponsor is
$500. 

We are also looking for
table sponsors for prizes.

Please contact Ron
Wallace at 905-727-3300
or myself at 416-888-0173.

Nigel Kean
Aurora
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By Stephen Somerville 

It's roofing season in Aurora.
It seems you can't drive anywhere it town these days

without seeing a pile of shingles at the end of some-
one's driveway.  

Or if you have your windows open, you can hear the
roofers hammering away from all corners of town, start-
ing at around 6 a.m.

A few years ago, most of the people on our street had
their roofs replaced, but we figured we could hold on a
little longer.  

Big mistake.  
No sooner had winter arrived - and it was probably

one day after the expiry of the roof's warranty - than our
tiles started to loosen and curl up.

By spring they were hurling themselves off the roof in
droves, and sheltering under the eaves to keep from
getting wet.

Our house looked like it was getting mange.
Facing reality, and no doubt to the delight of our

neighbours who had a much better view of our overhead
deterioration, we got some quotes to have it fixed.

Our first discovery was that no matter what you spec-
ify, no two companies use the same terms or quote on
the same things.

Even after a series of reps stomped around up on the
roof, we ended up with three different numbers for how
many vents were up there - none of them even close.

If they can't count half a dozen vents, how well are
they going to handle an actual quote? Or better yet the
work itself?

Then there was comparing the warranties.
The shingles were good for 25 years, the workman-

ship for 10 years, the felt for five years, the nails for
seven years, the caulking for two years…well, you get
the idea.

Sadly, that didn't work out to 49 years, because the
warranties were all void if the materials were damaged,
or installed incorrectly, or anything else beyond our con-
trol, such as the roof getting wet.

Finally, we settled on a company, and signed the con-
tract. 

Then we got the "to do" list of things to take care of
before the Big Day.   

This included cutting the grass, so they could find all
the nails (which we're still discovering years later).

We were also directed to use tarps to cover all the
outdoor things that may be damaged, like BBQs and
pets.

And finally, it was suggested we remove any items
from the walls that may be vibrated off, like pictures and
light switches.  

They made it sound like the work would register on
the Richter scale.

When the appointed date finally came, it was cold,

there was sleet and snow, and the wind was howling -
not the weather one normally associated with May. 

In fact, the crew was all dressed like they were head-
ed out on an Arctic expedition, perhaps to repair the roof
on Santa's workshop.

In no time it actually sounded like we had a conven-
tion of Santa Clauses and 800 not-so-tiny reindeer
tromping around up on the roof.

It looked chaotic, but fueled by coffee and donuts (the
universal Canadian cold weather restorative) they
worked quickly.  

The next few hours were a flurry of debris, felt, tiles,
ladders, hammering, and faces peering into upper floor
windows through which we weren't normally accus-
tomed to seeing faces.

Fortunately, the noise and vibrations did not cause
too much to fall off the walls, although it was a long time
before the cat reappeared.

In the end, it turned out well, and I expect the neigh-
bours are pleased that we didn't choose "electric lime
green" as our tile colour.

With that all over, we can just sit back and relax.  
Or so I thought, until the furnace started making

those ominous noises...

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com

Inside Aurora
By Scott Johnston

Shingle-mindedness

Recently I was going through the various papers and
documents that my son brings home from school.

Included among this was some important safety
information for families.

This reminded me of how important it is that we
speak to our children about fire safety.

Back when I was about seven years old or so, my
mother was making one of our favourite foods for my
two brothers and I - french fries.

She put the freshly cut potatoes into a fryer which
contained a large amount of extremely hot cooking oil. 

I don't recall exactly how it occurred, but a small fire
erupted.

Mom was busy dealing with the fire, and getting my
two year old and six year old brothers out of the house
onto the front lawn; my dad was still at work.

What did I do? 
I ran into my room and hid under the bed.
The fire was not that big, but there was quite a bit of

smoke. 
I remember mom yelling for me through the dark

smoke and I answered.
When she found me - she was not too pleased, to

say the least.
I think I was grounded until my senior year in high

school.
Fast forward 38 years to the present.

The information that the schools sent home can
become very valuable, but only if parents take the time
to discuss the contents with their children.

According to one of the pamphlets produced by the
Office of the Fire Marshal these are the things that
every family should do.

First, install working smoke alarms on every storey
and outside all sleeping areas of your home. It's the
law!

Second, develop a home fire escape plan. Sit down
with everyone in your household and discuss how each
person will get out of the home in a fire. Consider draw-
ing a floor plan of your home, identifying all escape
routes from each room.

Third, make sure everyone knows two ways out of
each room, if possible. If the door of a room is blocked
by smoke or fire, discuss an alternative escape route
such as a window. Make sure all windows open easily.
Security bars on windows should have quick-releasing
devices so they can be easily removed.

Fourth, help those who need it! Determine who will
be responsible for helping young children, older adults,
people with disabilities or anyone else who may need
assistance.

Fifth, get low and go under the smoke to the nearest
safe exit. Most fire deaths are the result of smoke
inhalation.

Sixth, choose a meeting place outside, a safe dis-
tance from your home.

Seventh, never re-enter a burning building.
Eighth, practice your escape plan with everyone in

your home. Make sure everyone can get out quickly.
Ninth, hold a fire drill twice a year. Have everyone go

into their bedrooms with the door closed, and then have
Mom or Dad press the test button on the smoke alarm.

One other important piece of information that I found
while perusing the various documents:

Responding to the sound of a smoke alarm is a
learned behaviour.

Children are generally deep sleepers, and recent
studies have shown that many of the children observed
either failed to be aroused from their sleep by the alarm
sounding, or weren't familiar with the sound, and chose
to ignore it. 

That's why it's important to always sound your
smoke alarm when you practice your home escape
plan, and schedule a practice drill when your children
are asleep to ensure that they will respond appropriate-
ly.

As the brochure quite aptly puts it: develop a home
fire escape plan today…it could save your life tonight!

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com
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Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 
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What reader really misses is engine’s steam whistle
To the editor,

I can sympathize with
Heather Stewart's nostal-
gic attachment to the train
whistle, but she shouldn't
blame the complaints on
those who no longer go out
to work.

My wife and I both
worked well past the wide-
ly accepted retirement age,
but eventually decided
we'd had enough.

She makes no com-
plaints about the whistle,

and I like it.
I believe there is good

reason to sympathize with
those who live close to a
crossing, and had the train
whistle imposed on them.

That means I feel sorry
for everyone over the age
of 157, who lives near the
train.

Everybody younger than
that knew, or should have
known about the train
whistle when they bought
their house.

Why does the world

have to change to accom-
modate myopic people?

I am a member of one of
the few families who
should have, but didn't
benefit from the train whis-
tle. My great, great uncle
James was killed at the
level crossing on Yonge
Street, in 1881.

His horse refused to
move off the tracks, and
James had gone deaf.

I shall miss the train
whistle, but to me the loss
is the second one.

The greatest loss was
the demise of the beautiful
mournful old steam whis-
tle.

That was an incompara-
ble sound. A one instru-
ment symphony.

I had the great good for-
tune of having heard train
whistles from the outside
and from the cab of an old
steam train.

During the 1937 polio
epidemic, my father
shipped us out to the coun-
try until November.

My brother and I heard
the four short blasts of a
train whistle, calling in the
rear flagman on several
days in a row, so we hiked
across the farmers' fields
to where it came from.

It was a work train, and
the crew beckoned us to
join them in the engine cab.

When they had to run
about a mile or two down
the track to a siding, to let
another train pass, we went

along for the ride.
To a couple of young

boys, that was heaven.
We even helped shovel

coal into the fire.
I also miss the milkman

in his horse drawn wagon,
the iceman, and the bread-
man, as well as the 
sparrows and the horse
droppings on the road.

William Hastings
Aurora

Perhaps writer should investigate
“sleep deprivation”, reader suggests
To the editor,

Re:  Train whistle
helps reader get to
work – Auroran letter to
the editor, week of June
15. 

I feel it is arrogant of
Ms Stewart to call people
“chronic whiners” just
because they may be in
favour of the abolishing
the train whistles.

Just because she finds
the whistles useful in
keeping her on track to
get to work, doesn’t mean
that everyone in Aurora
finds the timing of the
whistles helpful.

Maybe Ms Stewar t
should get more alarm
clocks and set them to
the same timing?

At least then she’s the
only one who needs to
hear them. 

I’ve lived in Aurora for
the past five years and
love living here but will be
very happy to move, just
so I don’t have to be
woken up by the whistles.

I believe the first one
sounds around 5.30 a.m.

Being a light sleeper, it
wakes me up without fail
and so do all the subse-
quent soundings, if I’ve
been fortunate enough to
fall back asleep.

I get up and go to work
every weekday, just like
Ms Stewart, but I don’t
have to get up until 7
a.m.  And, what about
shift workers? The ones
who get home around 1
a.m., spend a few hours

relaxing and go to bed
around 5 a.m. or so and
are then promptly woken
up by the 5.20 whistling
through town?

Maybe Ms Stewar t
should read up on sleep
deprivation?

It’s been proven that
someone who’s sleep-
deprived, and driving a
vehicle, is as dangerous
as a drunk driver, if not
more so.

Never mind what it
does to their overall
health. 

I get a sense from Ms
Stewart’s letter that she
is a selfish, self-centered
individual who believes
that because she likes
something, the whole
world should like it, too.

To quote Ms Stewart,

“What a selfish, whining,
inconsiderate bunch of
“me’s” our society has
become.”

After reading her letter,
it sure sounds like she’s
the biggest “me” in
Aurora.

I believe Ms Stewar t
needs to step outside of
herself and realize that
everyone is different and
are entitled to their opin-
ions.

Hers is not the only
one that counts!   

Phyllis Mahon
Aurora

Train whistle whiners 
want to sleep, he says
To the editor,

I am shocked that so
many terrible examples of
noise pollution are allowed
to continue upsetting the
citizens of this fine town.

As if the train whistles
aren't enough, there are
church bells, a clock tower,
bird tweets at pedestrian
crossings, emergency serv-
ice vehicles and crossing
signals polluting our senso-
ry environment.

And while I'm at, what
about all those barking
dogs and birds singing?

Plus the noise of fire-
works on holidays and
marching bands!

It's more than a body
can bear these days. 

Perhaps we should ban
everything including par-
ents calling their children in
to dinner.

On a more realistic note,
what gives the few vocal
whiners the power to
change the rules that have
been in place for a hundred
or so years regarding
trains?

Is there anyone other
than a few misguided coun-
cillors who really think
adding even more obsta-
cles for people to ignore at

crossings is going to help
save lives?

I defy anyone to tell me
how one can miss the
approach of a huge loco-
motive with the safety
measures already in place;
replacing one with another
will accomplish nothing to
improve people's common
sense at railroad cross-
ings.

In the long run, the only
reason these whiners want
the whistles eliminated 
is so that they can sleep 
in, not to improve public

safety.
The whistles are a

poignant reminder of how
this nation was tied togeth-
er, and as someone living
directly next to the line
near St. John's Sideroad, I
say let 'em rip... and let the
naysayers get a life and
worry about real problems.

(Oh, and don't get me
going about my tax money
being used to improve one
party's dining room view!)

Vaughn Dues
Aurora
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Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

Not all readers must enjoy noise, he says
To the editor,

I am responding to the
letter from Heather Stewart

regarding the train whistles
in Aurora.

I believe she is confus-
ing the GO train whistles

with the freight trains that
roll through at about 3 a.m.

I was one of the many
people who expressed con-

cerns about the freight
whistles some years ago
which prompted the town to
begin the anti-whistle

process.
That being said, I find

Heather's comments to be
completely inappropriate,

referring to concerned citi-
zens as 'idiots' as well as
'selfish, whining inconsider-
ate me's' that should 'go
and live in a cave some-
where...'

She also presumes that
these 'whiners' don't have
jobs to wake up to in the
morning.

Is it just me, or does it
not make more sense that
the train whistles would be
of a greater disturbance to
people that actually needed
a good night’s sleep
because they HAD to work
the next day? Either way, I
will end my letter with this
comment; Heather, I don't
know if you have diminished
hearing or maybe you are
simply an angry person, but
just because you seem to
enjoy the sound of train
whistles, does not mean we
all have to!

M. Chisholm
Aurora

Reader watches council meet
with laughter and sorrow
To the editor,

I watched a recent coun-
cil meeting in laughter and
sorrow to see what town staff
have to go through.

I saw the mayor, Stephen
Granger, Evelina
MacEachern, and Wendy
Gaertner were complaining
about town staff not doing
their job right in the first
place (re putting up a light
pole in view of residents and
comments by some mem-
bers in their treatment of the
people who came to com-
plain about their view, having
to look out and see it).

Too bad they had not the

same compassion for resi-
dents who complained about
their traffic calmed area on
Centre, Walton and Mark
Streets.

A resident complained
about four signs put up in
front of his windows at the
corner of Centre and Walton
and the signs are there
today.

The mayor’s comment,
which was said in open
council, was the people will,
in time, stop complaining
and forget and these issues
will just go away and be for-
gotten.

Hmmm...there is an elec-
tion coming. Is this why she

has a change of heart with
this current issue?

Getting back to last
night’s council meeting and a
drawn-out endless attempt
at getting their way, they
were defeated in a 5-4 vote.

Issue over? Nope, not
with this group.

Stephen Granger puts up
another motion of the same
issue - I think Evelina
MacEachern seconded it.

Staff informs the mayor
the issue has been closed -
she endlessly tries to
change staff’s mind saying
we have done this in the
past.

Well, this is “now”. She is

informed that the bylaw says
they have to wait six months
to bring it back.

Staff is questioned again
and again before the secon-
der withdraws. Over? Not
qute. Stephen 
Granger still rambles on. The
mayor has to twice tell him to
stop it.

Now we know why this
group pulled out all the stops
to rush in the “new” integrity
commissioner and not let the
next council proceed with it.

I would just like to know
and maybe the public would
too if these new charges are
in any way the same ones
the “old” commissioner dis-

missed without merit and
then was fired for his decision
in the matter, as it was not the
outcome wanted.

I just watch “them” relent-
lessly attack staff and the
morals of unnamed members
of council for the way they
handled the residents of the
light pole area.

John Gallo, you have been
added to my vote list for
standing up on your own.

John Sargent
Aurora

    Roger Clowater
For Mayor

www.rogerclowater.ca  /  905.726.1899

Elect
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Whistles on trains needed
to save lives of our citizens
To the editor,

Heather Stewart’s let-
ter (Auroran June 15) on
how she is saddened by
the impending loss of
train whistles, which
monitor the time for her
in her busy day as a
working senior touched
me.

What a citizen!
Rather than saddened

like her though, I was
frightened when I began
to think of the potential
ramifications.

It wasn’t long ago our
town was mourning the
tragic deaths of a mother
and daughter killed at the
level crossing at
Engelhard Drive.

I visited the site, saw
the flowers, paid my
respects and wondered
how it could ever have
happened. How quickly
we forget. 

Never mind the hun-
dreds of millions of dol-
lars in property damage,
in North America, hun-
dreds are ki l led each
year by going around
crossing barriers; many
are killed because they
just don’t see the trains;

and I’ l l  bet many are
saved because they hear
the whistle.

I was walking safely
across many tracks on a
pedestr ian walkway in
Morristown, New Jersey,
one day with dozens of
others and we all
stopped at the sound of a
whistle just before a New
York City mainliner blast-
ed through at incredible
speed, I learned later, 80
miles an hour – through
station!

I was frightened by its
massiveness, the over-
whelming roar, the rush
of air, the ground trem-
bling.  We are so much
smaller when standing
beside a train at ground
level, compared to on the
platform.

Statistically, most train
tragedies are caused by
trespassers and every
year thousands of
Aurora’s adults and teens
and even little ones cross
or walk the tracks every-
where as open short cuts
to get from place to
place.

I read up on 
level crossings on
Wikipedia.com and find

the similar ity between
airport and train whistle
protestors curious.

Does anyone expect
Aurorans and members
of our elected council to
actually buy into train
whistle protests as if
those citizens campaign-
ing against whistles
bought their homes with-
out knowing the train
tracks were nearby and
somehow deserve to
have them removed as a
nuisance?

People buy homes
near airpor ts and train
tracks, most often at a
substantial financial dis-
count because they are
nearby.

They are compensat-
ed at the time of pur-
chase.

We hear every train
that passes through town
and the trains east of the
404.

Why should anyone be
compensated again by
removal of the train
crossing noise at the
expense of the safety of
the rest of their neigh-
bors all over town?

This is wrong – it
makes no sense.

I implore members of
town council to be brave
and stop the polit ical
“railroad” against the
train whistles in Aurora,
which must continue to
warn people and save
lives, as they have for
many decades.

I also don’t want train
engineers having the
confusion of determining
every day where they
must blow their whistles
because it is the law and
where they must not blow
their whistles because it
is the law because of the
complaints of a very few
at the expense of the
safety of thousands.

At the funerals of vic-
tims would be the wrong
place for someone to say,
“please bring back the
train whistles, this need-
n’t have happened”.

I only hope it never
happens.

I also hope the citi-
zens of Aurora and mem-
bers of council would
take the firm and respon-
sible stand that it must
not happen in our town. 

Peter S. Storms
Aurora
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Councillor supports Nokiidaa Trail
To the editor,

Aurora has beeen creat-
ing a trail system  for more
than 40 years.

The constant has been
resident Klaus
Wehrenberg.

He initiated the concept.
Europeans enjoy rights

of way created across pri-
vate lands before the wheel
was invented.

Walking is a popular
activity in Europe.

Vacations are organized
walks of hundreds of miles.

They hike over hills,
down dales and  the entire
length of a river.

Hostelries are available
and companionship of peo-
ple who share the same joy.

We will never know that. 
Our trail has been

pieced together.

We've never had
resources to purchase land. 

We had to wait for devel-
opment to acquire it
through site plan dedica-
tion.  

Klaus sometimes ran out
of patience with the pace.

But he never lost inter-
est. Staff have known him
forever as a valuable
resource. 

The link with Newmarket
has been a long time com-
ing.

It was finally possible
with the site plan for a new
building.

The first location was
changed, to take it further
away from the building.

A budget was approved
at $250Ks.

An $80K Regional grant
was obtained. Park staff
would construct the board-

walk over the Marsh. Lake
Simcoe Conservation
Authority gave environmen-
tal approvals. 

Necessary approvals
were received. 

But Newmarket got
stalled. They had to expro-
priate the land.  

The Nokiidaa Trail goes
to Holland landing and is
intended to reach Lake
Simcoe 

Then Hadley Grange
residents were shown the
plans.

They did not like it. They
feared undesirable activity
on the trail and invasion of
their privacy.  Councillors
received e-mails soliciting
support to stop the trail. 

I did not agree with the
concerns.

We have had trails for
years and no experience of

the problems anticipated.
The trail was planned

before the building and res-
idents became its fortunate
tenants.  

I support the trail.
The opposition was not

persuaded.
Nevertheless, under his

authority, the Chief
Administrative Officer
retained a  "Problem
Facilitator" Consultant...at a
price of $20,000.

Congenial luncheon
meetings followed between
the "problem facilitator" and
residents.

Money was soon
exhausted.

Council approved a fur-
ther $30,000 for more tea
and mutual sympathy. 

A further $70K, was
spent, all from the original
budget of $250,000.

Three enormous
weighty publications of
almost a 
hundred glossy cardboard
pages with more blank
space than content were
circulated.

Coloured pictures and
vacuous verbiage were the
sum and substance. 

Council were advised
the residents’ concerns had
to be taken seriously.

Cost of the project bal-
looned  to almost $800,000.

It was indicated grants
were available from South
Lake Simcoe Conservation
Authority to pay for the
crazy scheme.

None of the residents of
Hadley Grange expressed
support for the spending.

Even the resident
opposed to the trail did not
believe council would spend

taxpayer's money that way.
On Tuesday at the gen-

eral committee meeting,
Councillor Al Wilson left the
meeting before the item
came up...Councillor John
Gallo left during the debate. 

I left at ten minutes past
ten, when there was no sign
the mayor was going to stop
an endless dissertation on
the marvels of the plan.

The  "Problem
Facilitator" had  apparently
solved the problem for the
mayor with a recommenda-
tion to spend an additional
half million dollars, having
already swallowed $130Ks
of the original budget  to
produce nothing of any
intellectual value whatsoev-
er.

Evelyn Buck
Aurora

Weather reports are driving her crazy
To the editor,

Okay, I have had enough!
I think I should sue “The

Weatherman”. 
I just have to find out

which particular avenue of
bureaucracy is responsible
for providing me with the
misinformation, for at least
three week-ends, resulting
in me being denied my
”guaranteed rights for an
enjoyable week-end” by not
being able to make an
informative decision to go to
the cottage or whatever.

Also, I want to take action
against “The Weather
Network”, both TV and
Internet.

Have you ever noticed
that since Rogers took over
ACI we get Toronto weather
– sometimes with reports
from Buttonville.

I guess the powers that
be haven’t driven from Oak
Ridges to Aurora, having it
pour rain when you start out,
then cross Bloomington and
the sun is shining and there
is no sign of any precipita-
tion.  The best is when for at

least three days they are
calling for thundershowers
(usually on Saturday) – you
cancel all your outdoor activ-
ities and then it turns out to
be a beautiful sunny day.

Have you ever gone back
to the Weather Channel (23)
to see and it’s like they never
called for any bad weather
‘cause they have changed
the forecast to clear and
sunny – and you go huh! –
am I seeing things????

The same goes for the
Internet.

I have decided to tape the

program so that I have proof
of their forecast.

I want to blame some-
body for feeding into my
need for information about
the weather before I commit
to going up north, pack the
van in advance, give gravol
to my sheepdogs (they just
get too exited when they see
the signs – my suitcase,
their food, my food and of
course the beer and assort-
ed alcoholic beverages), gas
up (lately it is cheaper on the
way), and try to escape early
to avoid the traffic (I know

back roads but it takes a lot
longer).

I happen to be one of the
lucky ones whose family has
a cottage and I have had the
luxury of “the Muskoka expe-
rience” for many years.

However, I have to stop
watching the forecasts on
TV, Internet and papers (I
get three a day) because my
relatives and friends already
poopoo the forecasts and my
reaction – “it’s supposed to
rain all week-end” you know,
that’s what is forecasted.

I hate to admit it but those
who chose to ignore the
forecasts have been right
lately.

Maybe I should become a
weatherperson when I grow
up.

I could look out the win-
dow – guess and would in all
likelihood be as accurate as
some of the weather fore-
casters have been so far this
year.

Thank you for listening.
I just had to vent as I sit

here on this bright and sunny
Saturday (it was supposed to
thunderstorm) while every-
one else is up north.

They called to say the
weather is fabulous!

Bonnie Tiffin
Oak RidgesAurora Food Pantry needs

donations to help people
To the editor,

Several weeks ago I read an
article on 10 Torontonians who
agreed to live on food bank
rations for one week, to experi-
ence what life was like on social
assistance and to raise aware-
ness of Ontario’s low welfare
rate.

Dr. David McKeown, Toronto

Medical Officer of Health, said
he was hungry most of the time
with low energy.

He had a handful of cereal
but no milk for it.

He had a sense of isolation
when you are not able to have
what others with more
resources are enjoying.

Anand Rajaram, actor, said
the food he received was old or
what was available contained
too much sugar and bad for his
body so he gave up before the
week was over.

It reminded him of a time
when a couple of gigs fell
through, he had little money,
was in debt and felt marginal-
ized.

Catherine, 11, Councillor
Joe Mehevc’s daughter wasn’t
too bad because her parents let
her eat before they did (reminis-
cent of many mothers in the
Depression).

Michael MacMillan, former
executive chair of Alliance
Atlantic Media, didn’t manage
the week. He ran out of food
within four days and was
annoyed and so grouchy he
gave up.

Rosina Kazi, lead singer for
the band LAL, said the lack of
vegetables and choice was
hard.

When asked what was hard-

est of the experiments she said
her own guilt around privilege
and her emotional attachment to
food.

She felt unfocused and sad a
lot. Healthy food should not be
just for those who can afford it.

Aurora is an affluent commu-
nity but there are many people
who are in great need who
come there.

David and I have been vol-
unteering at the food bank in
Aurora for 14 years so we talk
and laugh with the people who
come, hear the stories of hard-
ship through no fault of their
own: job losses; inability to work
as they are unable to pay for day
care; work injuries; low waged
jobs; family breakup; immigrants
unable to get jobs at their skill
level in spite of being cherry
picked by Canada for their high
education.

The Aurora Food Pantry is
open every Saturday, now at a
new location on Industrial
Parkway South.

Lorna Rummenie and her
husband, Jim, work really hard
to run it efficiently with the help of
several loyal volunteers.

It is a much larger area which
only goes to demonstrate the
sparcity of supplies.

You have to be a resident of
Aurora; you are allowed to come

once a month only.
For that month, a person is

allowed, per person, one sleeve
of milk, two cheese slices, six
eggs, two cans of tuna or
salmon for protein.

There are a few vegetables
and fruits to be had, especially to
help out for a month, also
canned vegetables and fruits,
cereal, pasta, rice and bread
products.

There is a huge need for
more fruits and vegetables, pro-
teins and juices, and all the
healthy and enjoyable foods that
you have come to enjoy on your
table.

Please choose to help with
donations of food that can be
taken there on Saturdays from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Donations of money are wel-
come, too. Call 905-841-1577
for details.

Please give with imagination,
generosity and regularity in grat-
itude for what you have in your
life.

When I leave the food pantry
after each shift I feel tired and
thirsty but with a great feeling of
exhilaration to have been able to
meet and help the people there.

It is hard to be poor in Aurora.

Dierdre Tomlinson
Aurora

Short street
named after
writer’s dad
To the editor,

There is a very, very very
short street named after my
father, Lorne Lee, who
served on Aurora Coucil in
the 30's and was town solici-
tor for many years.

I suspect that it was short
because he was not happy
that the development which
was built was the right move
taken by the council of the
day.

It may be that he was
right.

Gordon Lee
Lasalle, P.Q.
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Organizers of this year’s Polo for Heart, are, front row, left
to right, Derek Watchorn, Cliff Sifton, Corinna Jones,
Vivien Glencross, Dan Coldwell and Mike Egan. The riders
in the back are Team PACE who will participate in
Canada’s largest charity polo tournament for Heart &
Stroke related diseases this weekend. More than $5 mil-
lion has been raised by PACE Polo For Heart. This year’s
proceeds will go toward the Regional Cardiac Care
Program at Southlake Regional Health Centre in
Newmarket, and the Heart & Stroke Foundation of
Ontario. The event is located at Bloomington and Leslie
Street, just south of Aurora, at the Gormley Polo Centre.
Each day features two world-class games of polo, ongo-
ing events and activities and post and pre-game shows.
Highlights include the Canadian Cowgirls precision rid-
ing team, Performing Dogs,  skydivers, Polo “101” demon-
strations, children’s activities, and the traditional half-time
Champagne Divot Stomp. Tickets are $15 each, with chil-
dren under 12 admitted free, and can be purchased at the
gate. Doors open at 11.30 a.m. daily.

Hillary House a must-see during Doors Open
The opportunity exists to

stop by Hillary House, a local
landmark, a National Historic
Site, and one of Canada's best
examples of Gothic Revival
Architecture, during this year’s
Doors Open August 21st.

Located at the heart of
Aurora, with its elegant architec-
ture and warm colors, Hillary
House sits on the west side of
Yonge Street embedded in a
green space.

Once you take a few steps
down the shady driveway and
away from busy Yonge Street
you will feel as if you are trans-
formed to another lifetime, to the
past with all its charm and mys-
tery. 

The charm of Hillary House
is not only because of its striking
architectural features but also
because of its very interesting
history based on the careers of
four prominent physicians who
lived there and who served the
residents of Aurora.

Dr. Walter B. Geikie and his
family was the first of the four
physicians to live in what was
then known as The Manor.

The house was built for Dr.
Geikie in 1862, as was typical
for small town physicians in
those days.

In November 26 of that year,
Dr. Geikie moved into his new
residence and practice, and, in
1869, he  moved to Toronto
where he became famous as a
medical educator, serving as
Dean of Trinity Medical College
for 32 years.

He died in 1917.
Since the house was tailored

to be a residence and practice
of a physician, Dr. Frederick W.
Strange, only 25 at the time, pur-
chased the property and set up
his practice in 1869.

But ambition claimed anoth-
er doctor of The Manor and
within seven years, Dr. Strange
moved to Toronto. After a long
career as a pathologist and sur-
geon, he died in 1897. 

In 1876 when Dr. Strange
departed for Toronto, Annie
Hillary (wife of Dr. Robert
William Hillary), purchased The
Manor.

Dr. Hillary's arrival in Aurora
in 1861 began a long tradition of
medical care and service to the
community by the Hillary family.

Dr. Robert William Hillary
was a prominent member of
Aurora society and served on
the village council.

In 1891, he brought his son,
Dr. Robert Michael Hillary, into
partnership.

After a prosperous and inter-
esting life, Dr. Robert William
Hillary died in 1894, and was
buried in the Aurora Cemetery.
The house derives its name
from Dr. Robert William Hillary
and his son, Dr. Robert Michael
Hillary and their descendents. 

Dr. Robert Michael Hillary
studied medicine at Trinity
College under the first owner of
The Manor, Dr. Walter Geikie,
and as the clinical clerk of Dr.
Frederick Strange, the second
owner of The Manor.

In 1895 he married Edith
Howard Mussen and together
they had nine children.

In 1916 at the age of 53, Dr.
Hillary was sent to France. The
horrors of battle and the death of
his eldest son Robert Stuart at
Vimy in 1917 destroyed his
health.

He retired in 1920 and died
in 1936.

His widow Edith continued to
live in the house until her death
in 1961. Their daughter, Edith
Nora (known as Nora) also lived
in Hillary House, sharing memo-
ries of her remarkable family
with her community.

On a national scale, Hillary
House is an outstanding exam-
ple of the Picturesque Gothic
Revival style of architecture.

On the exterior are typical
characteristics of the style: dec-
orative woodwork, pointed arch-
es that steep to a central gable,
a style that can be found in
stone European churches and
halls of centuries ago.

Some of these characteris-
tics continue indoors. Attempts
to bring the outdoors in are
made by means of bay windows
and French doors; a typical
North American interpretation of
the old Gothic style.

Once inside the front door,
the provisions for a professional
practice set this house apart
from many other similar houses
in Ontario.

One of the small rooms lead-
ing off the entrance hall was the
waiting room.

It is interesting to note that a
section of the room was
reserved as a place for dispens-
ing medications since there
were no drugstores in Aurora in
the 1860s.

Across the hall is the consult-
ing room, now restored to its late

nineteenth century appearance.
A couch covered with horse-

hair served as the examination
"table". This piece of furniture,
along with the examples of old
medical instruments, may make
the visitor glad to be only
observing a doctor's office from
over a century ago, and not
actually enduring the medical
treatment of the time.

Here in the offices and
throughout the more private
parts of the house the visitor will
see the furnishings of the Hillary
family. 

The Hillary House is recog-
nized by the National Historic
Sites and Monuments Board as
one of Canada's best examples
of Gothic Revival architecture.

In 1982 the house was des-
ignated under the Ontario
Heritage Act for its historical and
architectural significance, and in
2006 it was designated as part
of the Old Aurora Northeast
Heritage Conservation District.

The house contains a con-
siderable collection of medical
instruments, books, papers,
household furnishings, and
equipment dating from the early
nineteenth to the late twentieth
century and is open to the pub-
lic as Hillary House, the Koffler
Museum of Medicine.

It is among the foremost his-
toric house museums in North
America, combining architectur-
al significance and the personal
possessions of three genera-
tions of medical doctors who
worked and lived there with their
families.

It is a window to a time of
immense change, from the era
of leeches and bleeding to the
advent of penicillin, from a time
of calling cards and private ball-
rooms to the arrival of the
phonograph.

Few museums can evoke
the past and inexorable change
so compellingly.

To preserve Hillary House
for the future, the Aurora
Historical Society purchased the
house and nearly two acres of
surrounding land in 1981.

This was made possible
through the generosity of the
Hillary family and Dr. Murray B.
Koffler.

Major renovations have
been required to restore and
stabilize the house over the past
25 years.   During the first phas-
es of restoration work, Miss
Nora Hillary continued 

to live in part 
of the house as the "resident
curator”.

She died in 1993 at the age
of 91. Since then, the Aurora
Historical Society has operated
Hillary House for casual and
group tours, archival research,
and as a meeting space for local
community groups.

Don't miss the opportunity to
visit the "picturesque" barn on
the property; the barn was in
poor condition when the Aurora
Historical Society acquired the
property in 1981.

While the future of the barn
was at risk, the necessary
repairs and restoration in the
house itself stretched the
resources of the historical socie-
ty.

Among those especially wor-
ried about the barn's condition
was Miss Vera M. Clarke.

She had spent her youth and
young womanhood in Aurora
and returned here after retire-
ment to become a staunch sup-
porter of the historical society.

Miss Clarke remembered the
society in her will and expressed
the hope that the substantial
sum would be used to restore
the barn.

Thanks to Vera Clarke's gen-
erosity and the hard work of
many volunteers, the barn is now
restored and open to the public.

The Hillary family was known
for the warmth of its hospitality;
and as always, a warm welcome
will be given to visitors on Doors
Open Aurora day.

Volunteers will be waiting to
answer any questions in every
room of the house as well as in
the barn. 

This site is not to be missed,

it welcomes the community to
visit August 21st.

For more information visit
www.e-aurora.ca/aurora/
doorsopen2010 or call 905-727-
3123, Ext. 4351.

After you finish your Hillary
House visit, remember to bring
your children to Victoria Hall,
located at 27 Mosley Street.
They will have a remarkable

time experiencing "Kids,
Heritage and Art" event. No tick-
ets and no preregistration are
necessary.

Doors Open Aurora is look-
ing for dedicated and enthusias-
tic volunteers to help make this
event a success. 

As a thank you, you will
receive a t-shirt with Doors
Open Aurora logo. 



T
his month marks the 25th Anniversary o
new resident having just arrived in Tow

back.  He had been an Optimist member i
he was determined to create an Optimist Cl

Aurora came together to create the Club.

Over the years the Club has remained as a strong force of com
community through supporting young people as the future o

Maybe you’ve seen our Mobile Kitchen at any number of c
Claus Parade.  Perhaps you’ve visited our Annual Book Sale
been to the Community Safety Village where we were the ve

As the creators of Opti Rec Hockey and the Showcase Tourn
supporting sports and recreation programs in Town since our

Other ongoing programs include our annual Chess Tourname
and support of the Run for Southlake in honour of our forme

We’ve also been proud to support the Beach Volleyball cou
Spot, the accessible playground equipment at Highview Publi
but a few.

Whether it’s supporting community groups requesting fundi
kids, we’ve been there. 

It’s not all about work!  We have a lot of fun too.  There is n

Our Club now is stronger than ever with over 50 active mem
and grateful for the contributions we, as a group, have been 

Thank you to all the businesses and individuals in Town who

We look forward to the next 25 years of Optimism in Aurora

Proud Sponsors of our
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Carolyne Trussler Carolyne Trussler 
Manager, PACE Aurora Service Centre 

905-727-1656
“Your Community Banking Professionals”

Carolyne Trussler Carolyne Trussler 
905-727-1656

“Your Community Banking Professionals”

Carolyne Trussler Carolyne Trussler 

“Your Community Banking Professionals”

905-727-1656

Proud Member 
of the Optimnist Club 

of Aurora

905-841-0022

Congratulations to 
THE OPTIMIST CLUB 
3 Golf Links Dr. 
Aurora

• Heated salt water pool
• Victory Garden
• Massage
• Gym & Yoga

Amenities include:
• Movie Theatre
• Fine Dining
• Pub & Café
• Concerto Spa

Aurora’s new state-of-the-art rental
retirement community designed with
your comfort and lifestyle in mind.

www.hollandviewtrail.com • 905-841-1001

Live. Love. Laugh.

220 Wellington St. E.
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1J5

905-727-1387 
www.royalwoodshop.com

74 Nisbet Dr.  Aurora,  Ontario  L4G 2K7

“Our business is getting you business”

Signs & Billboards Ltd.

Congratulations
David Courtemanche 

ph 905.726.1931
fax 905.841.7591

sundancesigns@rogers.com 

Flowers by Terry of Aurora

14799 Yonge Street, Aurora, ON L4G 1N1
Telephone: 905-726-1549

Email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com   www.flowersbyterry.com

Your Local Florist 
Taking Pride in Your Satisfaction 

Terry Thomson 
Owner

Congratulations

Brian North

Congratulations on your 
support to the community 

for the past 25 years.

The Ellis Studios Limited

Congratulations 
on

25 Years 
of 

Outstanding ServiceM.P.
Newmarket-Aurora 

905-953-7515
Brown.L@parl.gc.ca

530 Industrial Parkway South 
Aurora, ON 

905-727-5421

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

Aurora • Valhalla Plaza 
15531 Yonge Street 
905.727.2222

Congratulations 
to the Optimist Club

Michael Dinner
Residential-Land-Commercial-Industrial

Golf Course Development

Sales Representative 

2 Orchard heights Blvd., Unit 5 
Aurora, Ontario L4G 3W3 
Bus    905-841-1030 24 Hr. Pager 
Tor    416-565-3727
Fax    905-841-7922
Email  mdinner@tribnet.com

St. Andrew’s Realty Inc. 
Brokerage*

to the 

Optimist Club

905-727-3300  •   www.theauroran.com

to the

Optimist Club

Congratulations 

Aurora’s Independent Community newspaper

Congratulations!
to the Optimist Club

225 Industrial Parkway South, Units 21 & 23
905-841-7574  •  steve@totalrehabfit.com

25
Years

CONGRATULATIONS
to the 

Optimist Club 
for their 

Great Work

Wellington/Bayview



of the Optimist Club of Aurora.  The Club was created when a  
wn, was looking to get engaged with others in a way of giving 
in another part of Canada and enjoyed the experience so much,    
lub for the Youth of Aurora.  Soon, 37 like minded residents of

ommitted volunteers driven only by the need to give back to our
of our Town.

community events, or our members Marshalling in the Santa
e every year supporting the children’s section of the Library or
ery first major contributor, when the project was only a dream.

nament at Christmas time for house league players, we’ve been
ur inception.

ent, Respect for Law program, High School Music Scholarships
er member Bob Hartwell.

urts at the Aurora Leisure Complex, Flipside Skate Park, Hot
ic School and the Pediatirc Oncology Unit at Southlake, to name

ding or someone to provide hands-on support, if it’s to support

no better feeling than giving back.

mbers.  We are proud to call these folks our friends and proud
able to make Aurora a better place for our young people.

ho have been there to help us along the way. 

a.

r Picnic in Optimist Park
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DAVID FALCONER
PHOTOGRAPHY

139 John West Way 
Aurora, Ontario 

L4G 7E3
   (905) 841-7572
dfalconer#sympatico.ca

Congratulations 
and thank you 

for your ongoing support

Aurora Chamber 
of Commerce

Congratulations

We extend our 
heartfelt

Nigel Kean supports 
the Optimists 
on 25 years 

of service in Aurora.
 

Thank you for all the great things that you 
have done to help Aurora’s youth.

8 Weldrick Road W 
Richmond Hill, Ontario L4C 3T8 

Office: 905.883.4922
Fax: 905.883.1521

bspragg@tribnet.com 

Hallmark Realty Ltd

Bruce U. Spragg FRI
Broker 

Direct Line: 416-565-8889

Congratulations and thank you
to the Optimist Club of Aurora 

for 25 years of exemplary
community service.

www.e-aurora.ca
905-727-1375

14799 YONGE STREET 
AURORA, ONTARIO 
L4G 1N1

Terry R. Sherin
Sales Representative

416-315-7368

Assisting the 
Youth of 
Aurora

FRANK KLEES M.P.P. 
Newmarket - Aurora 

Congratulations to the 
Optimist Club

905-750-0019
www.frank-klees.on.ca

14585 Yonge St. Aurora
Tel: 905.841.1807 

Aurora’s Favourite Family Restaurant 

Catering for any special occassion & corporate function.

“Congratulations”

HIGHLAND CHEVROLET CADILLAC LTD. 
15783 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P4 

jennifer@highlandgm.com   www.highlandgm.com 
TEL: (905) 727-9444 Ext. 262  FAX: (905) 727-6099

JENNIFER COPLEY
Sales Manager 

Congratulations “Proud partners with the 
Aurora Optimist Club”

905-726-3737
www.neighbourhoodnetwork.org

• Renovations  • Additions

www.gallaughercontracting.com
30 Industrial Parkway South, Aurora, ON L4C 3W2

Office: 905-727-5758 Fax: 905-841-6744

Custom Homes  

Congratulations www.click4comfort.com
steve@tholiver.com

1.866.727.4258  • Tel: 905.727.4258 • Fax: 905.727.7164
136 Wellington Street East, #4, Aurora, Ontario L4G 1J1

Supporting
the 

Youth 
of 

Aurora

Hartwell Thayer
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SPORTSKIA of Newmarket
17415 Yonge St

Newmarket
(905) 898-3661

KIA of Newmarket
17415 Yonge St

Newmarket
(905) 898-3661

Proudly supporting local sports 

Kia of Newmarket
17415 Yonge St. Newmarket 

905-898-3661
www.KiaofNewmarket.com

DAVIS DRIVE
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your 

Canada Day 

Enjoy the rest 
of the afternoon 

travelling across Canada 
with your event passport! 

FREE activities 
Great Entertainment 

The Best Fireworks 
in York Region

CelebrateCelebrate

in Aurorain Aurora
at LAMBERT WILLSON PARK

11am - 1pm FREE FREE 

e rest

p

PancakePancake
Breakfast Breakfast 

for more information (905) 726-4762
www.e-aurora.ca

Fifty-five members of the Aurora Master Ducks recently particpated in the Canadian Masters Swimming
Championship in Nanaimo, British Columbia, and finished in second place. The Master Ducks once
again did their hometown proud, finishing second out of 96 clubs from across Canada and the United
States.

Aurora Master Ducks finish second 
at Championships, coach wins award

A flock of 55 Aurora
Master Ducks took flight
recently to Nanaimo, British
Columbia, where they partici-
pated in the Canadian
Masters Swimming
Championships and finished
in second place.

Hosted by the Nanaimo
Ebbtides Masters Swim Club,
this annual event took place
at the stunning Nanaimo
Aquatic centre.

The Master Ducks once
again did their hometown
proud, finishing second out of
96 clubs from across Canada
and the United States.

Points were awarded for
the top 16 finishing positions
in each event and Aurora
competing for top spot
against the Technosport club
from Ottawa fell just short.

Just like the Canadian
Olympic team, the Ducks fin-
ished the meet with the
largest overall total of gold
medals - 49 - as part of their
76 individual and 16 relay
medals.

The club showed great
depth and versatility, with par-
ticipants in a number of the
five-year incremental age
groupings.

Amanda Williams began

her total domination of the
women's 20-24 age group in
her first year as a Masters
swimmer, breaking six indi-
vidual Canadian records.

Teamed up with fellow
Ducks Julia Freixa, Daniel
Wells and Randal Bonham,
Amanda also contributed to
two new Canadian records in
both the 200 and 400 metre
mixed medley relay events.
Veteran master swimmer
Janet Mitchell improved on
her own existing Ontario
record in the 50-54 women's
50 backstroke event.

On the men's side, Peter
Hrdlitschka set a Canadian
record in the 100-metre
breaststroke event while
competing in the men's 55-
59 age group.

Randal Bonham, fresh
from a successful year on
the McMaster University var-
sity swim team, also set a
Canadian record in the
men's 18-24 200-metre but-
terfly.

In the 30-34 age group,
Daniel Wells finished with a
total of seven individual gold
medals.  

Other multiple individual
medal performances by
Aurora swimmers included:

Dave Wilkin, 3 gold, 1 silver;
Andrea Sodonis, 2 gold, 2
silver, 2 bronze; Kathy
McKnight 1 gold, 4 silver, 2
bronze; Randal Bonham 5
gold, 1 silver, 1 bronze; Kate
Bayne 2 silver, 2 bronze;
Nicole Bennett, 2 silver; Julia
Freixa 2 silver, 1 bronze;
Gary Hamilton 4 gold, 2 sil-
ver; Alex Szirmai, 1 gold, 5
silver, 1 bronze; and Gillian
McDowell 1 silver, 1 bronze.

At the sold out sports
banquet, Head Coach Nancy
Black was presented with the
"Excellence in Coaching"
award.

This prize was given to
Ms Black as a tribute to her
13 years of coaching and to
her ongoing contributions to
Masters Swimming Canada.

The Master Ducks Club
will continue to offer a fitness
component of training during
the summer months.

While the competitive
swimmers are winding down
their season, the Aurora
Ducks Triathlon Club is just
gearing up for what promises
to be an exciting summer
with a full slate of events.

Thirty-five Ducks will rep-
resent Aurora in Penticton,
British Columbia, in August

at the prestigious Ironman
Canada race.

For more information on
the Master Ducks Swim and
Triathlon Club, contact
Nancy Black at master-
duck@rogers.com.

Cat show coming
here this summer

The Great Canadian Cat
Show and Canada's top-
ranked cat as one of its stars,
is coming to Aurora this sum-
mer.

Sharmani's Sam Spade, a
magnificent Maine Coon from
Mount Albert, has been
named Canada's and
Ontario's cat of the year in the
2009/2010 show season.

A red and white tabby, he'll
set a high standard for the
Aurora show which is expect-
ed to attract dozens of
exhibitors and hundreds of
cat-loving spectators to view
beautiful and rare cats, meet
breeders and vendors of cat
accessories and supplies and
vie for door prizes.  

The show is set for July 18,

from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., at the
Aurora Community Centre.

It is sponsored by Club
Meow Wow, an affiliate club of
the Canadian Cat Association
(CCA), which this year marks
its 50th anniversary.   

Show producers are Gail
Sellers of Aurora and Terry
Farrell of Newmarket.

Although dozens of pure
bred cats will strut their stuff in
the six judging rings, the show
welcomes non-pedigreed
domestic pets as well.

For exhibitor information
and entry forms, visit
w w w . c c a - a f c . c o m ,
www.meow-wow.ca or email
terry@greentiger.ca.

For more information call
Terry at 905-853-9891.

Swimmer
breaks his
record

Constantin Sasarman of
Newmarket put the Aurora
Selkies name on the map
yet again last weekend at
the Central Region Long
Course Championship Swim
Meet held in Etobicoke.

Constantin, 11 years old,
placed first in the 100-metre
freestyle event posting a
time of 1.13:58 seconds.

The record time shaved
almost two seconds off his
best previous time.

He also placed third in
the 50-metre butterfly event,
with another personal best
time of 38.35 seconds,
according to Yvonne
Cattrall, owner of the Aurora
Selkies and Masters Swim
Clubs.



THE AURORAN, Week of June 22, 2010 - 13

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

Furnace & Duct Cleaning
improve your

home’s efficiency

June 30,

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O.

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington.
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

SPECIALSSPECIALS

Business Hours
Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm

Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm Sun. 4pm -11pm

Since 1969

• Har Gow $ 5.00
• Siu Mai $ 5.00
• Pad Thai $10.80
• Thai Stir-Fried Rice Verminelli $10.80
• Rice Noodles with Beef &
Bean Sprouts in Soya Sauce $10.80

Shown is a photo of the Aurora Rangers hockey team that won the Canlan Classic Tournament in
Etobicoke recently. They are, back row, Chris Klinowski, Coach Dustin Jesseau, Nick Papousek, Eddie
Duffy, Head Coach James Wansbrough, Andrew Klinowski, Brayden Kublik, David O'Connor, Austin
Riswick, Coach Dan Duffy, Coach Kevin Wiemer; middle row, Peter Andreakos, Jesse Wiemer, Jake
Appleby, Ian Reid, Austin Insley, Adam Newell and Alex Bernier. Kory Wansbrough is in the front row.
The boys played two games in the minor Bantam AA division to open the tourney and won both of them,
9-0 and 6-0. The next day they lost the first game to Woodbridge 3-2 with the winning goal scored with
only 30 seconds left on the clock. In their fourth game they tied 4-4. which they needed to advance to
the final round. They then met the team that defeated them a day earlier and it ended in regulation time
0-0. The teams then went to a three on three play for five minutes when Ian Reid won the game with a
slap shot. Goalie Austin Insley got the shut out.

Aurora Baseball
Scores for week of June 7 to 13
JUNIOR ROOKIE DIVISION

Murray Parish Home Inspections 15
Empression.ca 13

Mastermind Educational Toys 14
Pro-Cut Concrete Cutting 10

SENIOR ROOKIE DIVISION
Darrin V. Gruenig Law Office 15
Michelberger Orthodontics 12

Kwik Kopy Printing 13
MasterCut Property Services 12

MasterCut Property Services 15
Jenmark Digital Media 7

Kwik Kopy Printing 15
L.H. Lind Realty Ltd 14

MOSQUITO DIVISION
Aspen Ridge Homes 13

Dr. Weeden 12

Aurora Men’s Slow Pitch League 11
Aurora Home Hardware 10

Aurora Home Hardware 10
Dr. Weeden 6

Aurora Home Hardware 17
Dr. Weeden 11

Dr. Orchel Drillers 7
Restorer's Group 5

Aurora Men’s Slow Pitch League 16
Dr. Weeden 9

PEEWEE DIVISION
Aurora Home Hardware 8

PowerStream 5

Aurora Toyota 9
Aurora Home Hardware 2

PowerStream 10
East Side Mario’s 9

Aurora Toyota 9
PowerStream 8

BANTAM DIVISION
Aspen Ridge Homes 9
Royal Wood Shop 7

Rotary Club of Aurora 14
The Restorer’s Group 10

Scotiabank 9
Royal LePage - Larry Willert 8

Royal Wood Shop 12
Royal LePage - Larry Willert 5

The Restorer’s Group 7
Scotiabank 1

Royal Wood Shop 14
Aspen Ridge Homes 3

Rotary Club of Aurora 19
Royal LePage - Larry Willert 7

BANTAM SELECT
Aurora Team 1 5
Uxbridge 2

Court sets trial
date for attack
the prosecutor and the judge up
in the Provincial Court have a lot
more experience in these kinds
of things.

"I've been asked by theTown
to tell my story, the facts, and I
think the facts speak for them-
selves. I guess I'm just looking to
move forward, showingup, telling
what the facts are, and hopefully
the right thing is done."

Following Monday's hearing,
Mr. Popple said he was "very
happy" with the case's current
status.

"It's positive thatwehavecon-
firmation that this is going forward
on July 12," he said.

While theTown is looking fora
destruction order to be placed
against the dog, Mr. Popple said
there is a plan in the event it is
not.

"It could also not be granted
and we could be requesting the
interim orders be made perma-
nent, probably with more restric-
tions in terms of the pen and
what thedog is allowed to do, the
muzzle order, the leashing, con-
trol of an adult, and making sure
those stay in place for the rest of
the dog's life," he said.

These restrictions could be in
force wherever the dog and its
owners happen to be, he added.

"Whether (in) Newmarket or
NorthernOntario those are still in
place and protect the population

From page 1 of Ontario.We would be looking
for severe restrictions if the dog
was not destroyed."

TheTown is alsoworkingwell
with the OSPCA despite last
month's failure to file.

"We've certainly voiced our
disappointment that the matters
weren't dealt with appropriately
and theOSPCAhasassuredme
that they have taken the steps
necessary tomake sure that that
doesn't happen again in the
future," he said.

"At this point I am confident in
our relationship."

Bridge
results

Monday, June 7:N/S - Mary
Oglanby and Joan Rotenberg,
AudreyRobertsonandEvDickie,
CarolGordonandMargCyr.E/W
- Priscilla Hull and Inger Kamel,
Elaine Hunter and Carole
Watkins, Carolynn Liddy and
ChristineWoolley
Monday, June 14: N/S - Pat

Spear and Don Strupat; Carole
Bell and Nan McLean; Frank
Lablans and Dennis McFadden.
E/W - Mary Oglanby and
Marcella Lawless, Kay Hack and
Audrey Robertson, Murray
Sinclair and Don Newman.

www.gatewaylanes.ca
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FAN MAN
Fabulous Lighting with 
4,000 sq. ft. of showroom

 
Tues. , Wed., Thur., Fri. and Sat. – 10 - 5 

or by appointment 
www.thefanman.ca

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

New Shipments Arriving 
Clear Outs on Sale

Music for the Aurora Optimists’ 25th anniversary party, held Saturday at the
Optimist Park, was provided by the Tuesday Night Circle Band, photo at left,
a group that gathers for a weekly jam session at Jonathan’s Restaurant. Also
on hand for the old-fashioned picnic was face painter Sara Zubairi, who made

sure Samantha Atkinson was ready for the festivities, photo at right. In addi-
tion, the Optimists offered a petting zoo, pony rides, a climbing wall, skate
park and games and races as it celebrated its anniversary.

Auroran photos by David Falconer 

Winners of the Seniors Star event held Thursday at the Aurora Legion are, left
to right, Gerald (Bud) Switzer, 3rd, William Reid, 2nd, and the winner Jean-
Paul Reymont, who won with his rendition of “Music of the Night”. The annu-
al event was sponsored by the Chartwell group of senior homes, which
include Aurora’s Park Place Manor, Barton’s Retirement Residence in
Newmarket, and Aurora Resthaven.                     Auroran photo by David Falconer

Town ready to approve the Nokiidaa Trail 
Aurora is poised to move

forward with formally
approving the Nokiidaa Trail
and Hadley Grange Nature
Reserve implementation
plan with a budget
increased by $241,561,
after requests for financial
assistance from various
authorities were unsuc-
cessful.

Earlier this year, the
Town made its intentions
known to seek two-thirds
funding for the project from
the Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority
(LSRCA) for ecological
enhancements in the area
not related to the trail itself. 

"Following council direc-
tion, staff approached
LSRCA with a request for
direction and assistance in
researching funding
sources," said Allan
Downey, Director of Parks
and Recreation, in a report.
“LSRCA assisted the Parks
and Recreation
Department in completing
an application and letter of

project intent to the Lake
Simcoe Clean-Up Fund
(LSCUF) which is an
Environment Canada fund-
ing program aimed at high
impact priority projects with
a focus on the reduction of
phosphorus entering the
Lake Simcoe Watershed."

The Town was informed
April 28 that the Hadley
Grange Nature reserve did
not meet Environment
Canada criteria for funding
from this program, nor was
LSRCA able to make a firm
commitment this year to the
project.

Under the LSRCA's
annual Landowner
Environmental Assistance
Program, the LSRCA may
have been able to fund up
to 50 per cent of the project
costs "based on an in-kind
contribution which could
include the supply of pro-
fessional project guidance,
provision of labour and
equipment, and possibly
plant materials.

They may, however, be

in "a position to assist in
some aspect of the project
in 2011."

"In view of the uncertain-
ty surrounding any external
funding opportunities, staff
will continue to explore and
investigate additional fund-
ing or availability of servic-
es in-kind and will revise
the project costing accord-
ingly as we move forward,"
said Mr. Downey in his
report. 

For Councillor Evelyn
Buck, the proposed budget
increase was too much in
light of the original plans.

"We had approval for
this project for the Nokiidaa
Trail," she said. "We had
$250,000 in the budget.
Council has approval for
this project to proceed. I
believe we received
$80,000 from the Region
and the only reason it was-
n't proceeding was
because of objections from
some residents of Hadley
Grange. That ended up
costing us $50,000. The

$20,000 was paid because
it was within authority of the
CAO to spend it and anoth-
er $30,000 was requested
to pay consulting, so
$50,000 was shot unless I
am mistaken. We have
spent $50,000 of the
$250,000 originally. I find
absolutely no merit whatso-
ever in this plan."

The Town originally had
$330,000 in the budget to
build the Nokiidaa Trail link
in Aurora, said Mr. Downey.
About $70,000 of that
money has been spent on
consulting fees, surveying,
"additional work required
during the planning process
of this trail, which leaves
only $258,659 of that
$330,000 remaining."

The Nokiidaa Trail and
Hadley Grange Nature
Reserve projects sit before
council in four phases.
Council is being asked to
approve the first two phases
at this point, and refer the
final two to the 2011 Capital
Budget process.

Phase one includes
retaining a consulting firm to
prepare detail designs for all
phases and obtaining nec-
essary permissions and
permits.

This portion is estimated
to be completed by the end
of November.

Phase Two will see the
beginning of construction,
including the construction of
the boardwalk, trails, and a
bridge crossing the Holland
River.

This is a slated to finish
by March, 2011.

The third and fourth
phases see the tendering of
"wetland enhancement fea-
tures", including ponds, and
habitat seeding, and wet-
land plant installation, and
plantings including a buffer
along Yonge Street.

These are scheduled for
completion by July, 2012.

Despite explanations
from Mr. Downey, Councillor
Buck was adamant in her
disagreement with the proj-
ect.

"We had approvals from
the Conservation Authority
to proceed with the project,
nothing in the way of it,
everything done that need-

ed to be done, budget set,
budget approved, and then
there were objections from
residents of Hadley
Grange," she said. "Since
that time, we have spent
what I thought was $50,000
and now you tell me it was
$80,000 of our $250,000
that is gone and we have
nothing to show for it; not a
stone upon a stone, not a
stick upon a stick."

Mayor Phyllis Morris,
however, expressed her
support at the table. 

"My understanding is
when you are trying to get a
continuous trail connection,
that by putting the link in
we're going to enhance the
Nokiidaa Trail capabilities of
walking from Lake Simcoe
down to the Oak Ridges
Moraine," she said. "That is
pretty unique. Even though
the cost has been focused
on this linkage, the reality is
I believe it is going to link a
number of kilometres of
trail, one trail to another,
and that is why it is impor-
tant to get the best linkage."

Mr. Downey agreed with
this assessment, noting the
Aurora extension would fill
a "break" in the trail system.

"This is one of the rea-
sons we felt it was so criti-
cal when we needed to
move forward," he said.

Mayor Morris, however,
said this was indeed a "rich-
er project" than initially

anticipated. 
"Is it a richer project for

the environment?
Absolutely. Is it a 'Made in
Aurora' solution? Yes, I
think it is, and it is one I
would be proud to put my
name to. Is it an expensive
project? Again, I think we've
just established who is pay-
ing for it." Mayor Morris said
after Councillor Buck left
the council table, address-
ing Councillor Buck's com-
ments from last week
regarding development
charges.

"Again, I think we've just
established who is paying
for it,” she said. "It's not the
families who are living here
in townhomes with a few
children, and that is the
impression that may have
been left by some com-
ments recently. That is
unfortunate. That is some-
thing we should be proud
of, or could be. We have to
start somewhere. That area
is pretty special. Look at
what was spent on the
boardwalk surrounding it.
The whole area is going to
be something this town will
be extremely proud of. I can
see it. It's a vision."

The recommendations
were passed at general
committee with Councillor
Buck absent from the vote.
The matter is expected to
garner further discussion
this week. 



Hartman PS launches
Project Nest Watch

It may be nearing the
end of the school year, but
there were two important
beginnings celebrated at
Hartman Public School in
Aurora last week.

The school, located
east of Bayview Avenue
and north of Wellington
Street, cut the ribbon on
its just completed outdoor
classroom, which will pro-
vide a setting for students
to learn about the environ-
ment in the environment.

As well, the event
marked the kick off of
Project Nest Box - School
Nest Watch Program, an
educational observation
program bringing students
in touch with nature by
tracking and recording bird
nesting activity.

Teacher Brenda

Scrimes has spearheaded
both initiatives at
Hartman.

She has encouraged
every student to partici-
pate in the Project Nest
Box Program.

A group of Bird
Ambassadors do the actu-
al checking and recording,
and enter data online to
Bird Studies Canada.

At the ribbon cutting,
Project Nest Box Founder
David Tomlinson spoke
about his own bird tracking
as a child and assured the
students that the data they
collect today will be used
for years to come.

Launched locally in
2009 with six schools par-
ticipating in the pilot year,
Project Nest Box - School
Nest Watch Program - now

has an additional 25
schools participating.

Schools in Aurora,
Newmarket, King City,
Kettleby, Unionville,
Woodbridge, Toronto and
Sackville, Nova Scotia
have committed to the pro-
gram. 

Each school receives
six boxes in kit-form,
assembly instructions; a
full-colour bird poster; and
a Guide with detailed
instructions to support the
program.

The boxes, guides and
posters are donated by
Aurora's Midpoint
International, manufactur-
ers of custom recycling
and refuse containers.

Only three years old,
Hartman Public School
has already earned

Bronze EcoSchool
Certification. 

This year, with the
inclusion of Project Nest
Box - School Nest Watch
Program and other 'green'
initiatives including plant-
ing shade trees to reduce
energy costs, reducing
lighting consumption, bat-
tery collection, boomerang
lunches, painting of
ecobags, and an outdoor
classroom, they hope to
attain Gold Certification.

Also honoured at the
ceremony were Town of
Aurora Parks and
Recreation staff, who gave
their time and expertise to
plant trees, move rocks
and spread mulch, making
the outdoor classroom
both beautiful and func-
tional.

With the bird box are, left to right, Mayor Phyllis Morris, student bird ambassadors, Project Nest Box
founder David Tomlinson, and Project Nest Box project manager Carolin Grandin.

Photo by Ryan Preiano, Hartman student

Old library building
may stay with town

The former Aurora Public
Library is likely to remain in the
hands of the town for at least the
next three years as swing space
for municipal departments, if
recommendations for "town-
owned vacant property and
buildings" are passed this week
without a hitch.

The report, which lists the
status of several town-owned
properties, including those on
Ross, Victoria  and Leslie
Streets, were discussed at last
Tuesday's general committee
meeting. 

Although properties such as
the lot at 95 Allaura Boulevard
(Jack Woods farm) garnered
some discussion pertaining to
the merits of keeping all or a
portion of the property under the
town's purview (the plan recom-
mends retaining a portion of this
particular property as environ-
mental lands and the Town's
tree nursery), the former library
site was the topic of the night.

Earlier this month, council
approved the money to retain
an architect to look at redesign-
ing and retrofitting the interior of
the Town Hall to maximize
space and avoid having to either
move various departments out
of the municipal building to
leased space, or to build an
extension on the existing build-
ing.

To carry out these retrofits,
however, some Town depart-
ments will need to be temporar-
ily re-accommodated to allow
for changes to occur. That is
where the old library building
comes back into play.

"Last cycle, council
approved a go forward strategy
to retain an architect for the
internal space here at Town
Hall," said Aurora CAO Neil
Garbe. "The changes that would
be required would, in all likeli-
hood, require swing space, so
we have to move temporarily a
department from the admin
centre, either to the former
library or another leased space."

The report called for the site
to be retained "for approximate-
ly three years" with the option to
review the future of the building
after that time "and develop a
long term plan within the context
of the Aurora Promenade
Study."

The commitment to put a
freeze on the building for the
next three years raised some
concern at the council table. 

"We don't have to wait nec-
essarily for the end of three
years to decide what is going to
happen," said Mr. Garbe. "We
can actually do that concurrent-
ly so when the Promenade
study is complete we don't have
to wait three years to get on with

the decision."
Mayor Phyllis Morris sug-

gested an alternative to the
wording saying it would be bet-
ter to say "up to three years" and
plainly spell out that future con-
siderations can indeed be made
concurrently, but rejected an
earlier motion from Councillor
Stephen Granger that the library
be removed from the list.

"The reason I would suggest
that we stay with this [is] they're
not making any more land in the
downtown," she said. "I think
with the fact that we have spent
money on the space needs
analysis (for Town Hall) we have
recognized that we have staffing
synergies and space in this
building that needs to be more
properly accommodated. “

Saving this building, and
other buildings on the list, includ-
ing the former Aurora Seniors'
Centre next to the former library,
from demolition and doing a
space needs analysis for Town
Hall was beneficial to Aurora,
according to Councillor Evelina
MacEachern.

"I know three-and-a-half
years ago, the thought was that
one or two [buildings] would be
demolished or sold and this
council said not to make those
decisions in a vacuum, let's look
comprehensively at what we
need," she said.

She added Mr. Garbe
should be commended for look-
ing at alternatives to moving the
Leisure Services department
out of Town Hall to the former
Hydro building, as well as alter-
natives to demolishing the old
library, to see if these needs
could be looked at "as one".

"It's a good thing we didn't
demolish the former library or
put a long-term user in that
building because we need it
now," she said. "We don't need
to put an addition on this build-
ing and we know that would
have been very expensive. 

"At the end of the day, Mr.
Garbe, I think between you and
the other staff that were
involved, it was a great plan and
I think the taxpayers would ben-
efit hugely financially, as well as
the actual use of that space. 

"The Town's administrative
needs will occupy it in the inter-
im, whether it is within three
years or up to three years, but it
will allow for the long-term vision
of the community be accommo-
dated in that area."

The former library is current-
ly used partially by the 140
Aurora Squadron Air Cadets,
the Aurora Bridge Club, as well
as by a community church
weekly and summer day
camps. Aurora eatery fixes infractions

Recently identified
health infractions at a
local eatery have been
addressed, according to
Vijay Sathanthan of Sgt.
Peppers Bar and Grill on
First Commerce Place
near Wellington Street
and Highway 404. 

Two charges were laid
against the restaurant by
the Region of York under
the Food Premises
Regulation 562 of the
Health Protection and
Promotion Act between
June 7 and June 13.

The charges were
released to the public last
Tuesday.

The first charge was a
problem with a thermome-

ter in a storage compart-
ment, and the second was
for food preparation equip-
ment "not of readily clean-
able material."

"We've fixed the prob-
lem," said Mr. Sathanthan.
"We've replaced the ther-
mometer and whatever
(the health inspector) told
us to do. She came back
and checked and said
everything was okay."

Although Steven
Rebellato, Manager of
Food Safety for the
Region of York, said he
couldn't comment directly
on the specifics of the
charges against Sgt.
Peppers, he said these
charges were akin to a

speeding ticket. 
"A public health inspec-

tor would go to a facility,
they would conduct an
inspection, they would see
specific infractions and
they would allow, depend-
ing on what the infraction
was, a specific time period
that they would be given
to rectify whatever the
infraction happened to
be," he said.

"There are options that
every provincial offence
notice is provided," he
added. "The actual person
charged can either plead
guilty with an explanation
or they can say not guilty
and go to trial to explain
or go through the process

in front of a justice of the
peace to defend their
position with regards to
what has happened."

In a thermometer
infraction, a food location
would be given a couple of
days to comply with the
regulation.

The case would be sim-
ilar with other minor
infractions, such as failing
to sweep underneath
refrigerators. 

"If it is something
(inspectors) see as being
an immediate health haz-
ard, then yes, they obvi-
ously would tell them they
had to rectify (the prob-
lem) at this moment," said
Mr. Rebellato.
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1st Eric Smith Tournament
AURORA ROTARY CLUB

Tuesday, 
July 6, 2010

St. Andrew’s 
Valley 

Golf Club

Shotgun 
at 1.30 p.m.

$150 fee includes:   
• 18 holes of golf
 • 1electric cart
 • 1lunch
 • dinner 
 

17 foursomes 
will be accepted

Still room for eight.

$150 fee includes:   
• 18 holes of golf
 • electric cart
 • dinner 
 • prizes

20 foursomes 
will be accepted.

Still room for a few.

Rotary club members are volunteers who work locally, regionally, and internationally to combat hunger, improve health and sanitation, 
provide education and job training, promote peace, and eradicate polio under the motto Service Above Self.

Here’s how 
you can help:

• If you want to donate a prize, we will pick it up.

• Hole sponsors- $150 gets your business a sign 
   on that hole.

• Lunch sponsor- $500 
 
• Wine Sponsor - $500 as above

• Dinner Sponsor- $1,000

For further information, or to participate call 
Ron at 905-727-3300 or 905-713-9356

or Nigel at 905-841-6776 or 416-888-0173
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The Aurora Historical Society held a garden party last week for its members
and their families on the grounds of Hillary House on Yonge Street, north of
Wellington. Several members took advantage of the invitation.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Chef uses local
foods for recipe

As The Auroran reported last month, Kevin Finch, executive
chef at Aurora's Hollandview Trail Retirement Community has
been leading an effort, along with Hollandview residents, to bring
in locally sourced and produced meals into the residence.

Known universally as "100 Mile Meals", when Mr. Finch
sources meat and produce to use in his weekly local meals, he
turns to area Farmer’s Markets to make his ideas a reality.

"I always wanted to tie in the local food movement with what I
was doing as a chef because I feel the most important thing a
chef can do is use local when making his own food," he told The
Auroran earlier this month. "I think the best way to (bring 100 Mile
Meals into the home) is to visit your local Farmer’s Market and
see exactly what they have available to you."

Mr. Finch has provided an exclusive recipe for a quick and
easy meal you can source this Saturday at the Aurora Farmer’s
Market. 

His 'Grilled Lemon and Garlic Chicken Breast with New
Potatoes and Asparagus' recipe, calls for chicken from Howard’s
Farms in Newmarket, potatoes and garlic from Willow Tree Farm
near Port Perry, herbs from Cooper's Farms in Zephyr, and
asparagus from Mount Albert's Brooks Farms.

To download Mr. Finch's recipe, visit www.theauroran.com.

Farmer’s Market Shopping List
2 Chicken Breasts and 1 lb of Butter from Howard’s Farms

1 bunch Garlic Scapes and 1 lb of New Potatoes from Willow Tree Farms
1 bunch Oregano and 1 bunch Lemon Basil from Cooper’s Farms

1 bunch Asparagus and 1 bunch chives from Brook’s Farm

Herbs and Garlic Scapes
Separately, chop all herbs and garlic scapes finely and leave

in individual piles

Clarified Butter
Clarify your butter using the following steps;

Cut the butter into pieces and melt slowly in a heavy 
saucepan over low heat. 

The water in the butter will evaporate, and the milk solids 
will sink to the bottom of the pan.

Froth will rise to the top. Skim froth from surface.
Carefully ladle or pour off clear melted butter into another container, 

leaving the milk solids at the bottom of the saucepan.

Chicken Breast
Rub your chicken breast with a mixture of the lemon basil, garlic scapes, 

and chives overnight in a resealable bag.
Heat your BBQ grill to high, remove chicken breast and 

lightly pat dry with paper towels.
Brush chicken breast with clarified butter and grill both sides on high heat.

Turn BBQ to low and move chicken breast to second level 
of your BBQ using indirect heat.

New Potatoes
Toss your new potatoes in a light mixture of clarified butter, 

all herbs and the garlic scapes
Wrap your potatoes in a foil pouch

Bake in your BBQ, using indirect heat at 325 degrees 
for 60 minutes or until soft to the touch

Warning!! The Steam from your foil pouch will be extremely hot!! 

Asparagus
Break your asparagus at the most tender point.

Brush on clarified butter and toss in the remainder of 
your basil and Garlic Scapes

Grill on low heat until your asparagus is tender and soft to the touch,
but be careful because the tips will burn!!

Neighbours could pay
Landowners neighbouring

Stewart Burnett Park could
end up paying if they benefit
from storm water manage-
ment works slated to be under-
taken in the park following
council approval this week,
according to a report from Al
Downey, Director of Leisure
Services. 

While the debate over the
planting of mature trees at the
park's baseball diamond may
have died down earlier this
month after council nixed the
plans, modifications still need
to be made to the park,
according the document,
which was on the table at last
Tuesday's general committee
meeting 

Mr. Downey's report recom-
mended that council approve a
budget increase of $97,094 to
improve storm water manage-
ment at the park to facilitate
drainage requirements associ-
ated with lands east of Stewart
Burnett Park.

According to Mr. Downey's

report, these storm water man-
agement works are required
by the Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority. 

"(The works) must be
implemented in accordance
with our permit to construct the
Stewart Burnett Baseball
Diamond," said Mr. Downey.
"In addition to the Storm Water
Management (SWM) works,
there are a number of other
issues that have arisen during
the course of this project.

"None of these items are
considered to be unusual or
unexpected; rather they are
considered to be normal over
the course of a project given
the scope of works, site condi-
tions, and ongoing consulta-
tion with the user group."

The report notes that there
could be potential in the future
to assess 39 per cent of the
costs associated with the
SWM projects to owners of
lands adjoining the park if it
appears the works will benefit
the landowners.

"Staff will refer this matter to
the appropriate internal
departments for an opinion on
this and plan of action in this
regard. Should it be deter-
mined the Town can recover
the suggested percentage of
SWM works, these funds will
be collected and returned to
Source at the appropriate time.

Measures slated for the
park include the installation of
drainage tile, a stone channel
on the eastern side of the park,
the installation of larger head-
wall grates, the reseeding and
stabilization of sloped areas
surrounding a storm water
management pond and the
replacement of displaced trees
resulting from LSRCA require-
ments. 

Ninety per cent of funds for
these modifications can come
from the Town's development
charges reserve, according to
this report, with the remaining
10 per cent being funded from
the Cash in Lieu Parkland
Reserve. 
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416-888-0173

Nigel Kean
or email: nigelkean@aol.com

Experienced in Politics 
Background in Business

KEAN for AURORA MAYOR

nigelkeanformayor.ca

Join my campaign team by calling

July 1st perfect for showing pride

MEN 
Welcome

Walk-ins 
Welcome

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
• Brazilian Waxing 

• Body Waxing 
• Spa Manicure & Pedicure 

• Nail Art Design 
• Group Specials 

• Artificial Nail Enhancements 
• Bio - gel 
•  U.V. gel 

• Powder gel 
• Acrylic 

M-F 10-7  Sat. 10-6 Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. (TD Bank) 

905-727-9900

FREE 
Personal 

Kit Happy
 Hours 

10% OFF 
1-3pm 

M, T & W

www.jennynailsspa.ca
DEBIT

.CA

On-line 
booking
available

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

Celebrating 6 yrs in Aurora 

Learn to play in a band            

Whether you are a beginner, have 6 months experience
or an intermediate player,  ROCK BAND CAMP 

has a program for you.

Camp will be run at  the
 Aurora Montessori and Private School. 

Half days and full days are available to accommodate 
busy family schedules.

ROCK BAND CAMP

Contact:
MICHAEL LANTEIGNE 

Phone: 416-721-2430  
www.rockbandcamp.ca

SESSION DATES: 9:00 AM– 4:00 PM
Two Week Tour Dates 

July 12 - July 23 
July 26 - August 6

August 9 - August 20

 

Learn to sing 

Learn to play an instrument 

  Learn to record

 

 

 

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families.  
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions.

#201 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0023 

e-mail: pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

Took Driver Training  
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).
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June 27 - 4 Days

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Senior Scape

June is a month offering
entertainment by the ASA
Silver Stars, with performanc-
es of great music and a variety
of drama and comedy routines. 

Among the rich offerings of
music will be "Memory" from
Cats; "I'm Gonna Wash That
Man Right Outta My Hair",
from South Pacific; "Oh, What
A Night" from the Jersey Boys;
and "Three Little Maids" from
the Mikado.

These presentations are
magic where music is con-
cerned and will allow the ASA
singers full opportunity to
reveal their artistry.

The cast will include 26 per-
formers, who offer their artistic
talents to bring pleasure to the
audience and for their own
entertainment.

Performances are Friday,
June 25th, at 7 p.m. and
Sunday, June 27th, at 3 p.m.

Tickets are on sale at the
front desk and are $10 for
adults and $5 for children.

Belinda’s BBQ, sponsored
by the Neighbourhood
Network, is scheduled for
Wednesday, June 30th, 11.30
a.m. to 1.30 p.m. and Belinda
will be present.

As always, the attractions
are the food and drinks, the
Arboretum, and the people
who attend in droves.

The BBQ is always a popu-
lar affair held at the rear of the
centre amongst the trees of the
Arboretum, which provides a
wonderful venue for a BBQ.

The weather usually coop-
erates but if the sun is too hot
or for any reason the ASA,
home of the seniors, provides
a handy alternative, where
plenty of room can be found to
continue the fun and games.

The Operations and
Activities committee (O&A)
met recently and Jytte Gillies
the chairperson resigned her
post as she has been elected
to the Board of Directors where
she has accepted the
demanding position of secre-
tary.

Jytte performed well in her
position as chair of the O&A.

Bob Collard has accepted
the position of chairman of the
O&A, and we look forward to
his constructive initiatives.

Most of the members who
serve as directors or commit-
tee members tend to have
more than one responsibility

Plenty of entertainment 
at the centre this month

nity to throw aside any person-
al reservations of participation.

It is understood that women
often feel more comfortable
with other women, and the
woodworking shop offers a
special invitation to women.

Women are well represent-
ed in the computer club frater-
nity, and they have few reser-

vations voicing their interests
or problems.

And for those who are
seeking an activity not present-
ly represented, make known
your wishes at the front count-
er, preferably written, with a
name and phone number, and
let the ASA system consider
your needs.

and maintain their interests
over a span of years.

Nevertheless, new mem-
bers step forward to the ranks
of administrators and volun-
teers of all descriptions and the
ASA proceeds on its way in a
constructive fashion.

The O&A offers a window
of opportunity to its committee
members to see what driving
forces are at work in the ASA,
what activities are providing
vigour and purpose, dynamics
which change constantly.

Often it is the annual events
such as the Canada Day
Parade on July 1st which pro-
vide current dynamics and
Ron Coe reports that the
Wood Shop input into the
parade is moving along nicely,
and he expects with confi-
dence, to have a great float to
display.

The Bocce Ball appeal for
interested members resulted in
27 members signing up for this
well known activity, but an
activity which is new to the
ASA.

Now, new bocce balls are
required, and hopefully they
can be obtained swiftly to get
this game underway.

Every day, card game
enthusiasts play their favourite
game and rarely are empty
spaces available at the tables.

When it gets too busy,
another time slot is added and
the game spawns an offspring.

Carpet Bowling and Pickle
Ball have carved out niches
that attract particular personal-
ities, talents or capabilities.

Adherents are not required
to be super good at any game
of choice, but not too bad
either, and often playing or par-
ticipating well is a good part of
the pleasure that is created,
and no doubt the lure that
draws members each week.

I should make clear that
members are entitled to take
part in any activity providing
they have paid their daily $1
activity fee, which includes all
activities on any day.

Some members may be
deterred from engaging in an
activity because of lack of skill
or knowledge, but the ASA
treats all members the same;
everybody is welcome to
engage in any activity and
learn as they participate.

The Try It Week, now
underway, is an ideal opportu-

This Canada Day is
the perfect day for us to
show our pride in being
Canadian.

We have good reason
to be proud and to
express this pride loud
and clear.

We can be proud of the
peace, freedom, and citi-
zenship from which we
benefit as Canadians.

The year 2010 is defi-
nitely one in which
Canada is shining bright-
ly on the international
stage. 

This year, we had the
oppor tunity to show
everyone who we are
when the eyes of the
world turned to our coun-
try for the 2010 Olympic
and Paralympic Winter
Games in Vancouver.

Who can forget how
proud and united we were
by the incredible accom-
plishments of our ath-

letes?
Later this month, we

welcome the leaders of
the world when we host
the G8 and G20 Summits
and more than 13,000
visitors.

Still later this fall we
look forward to sending
our athletes to the 2010
Commonwealth Games in
India.

We are honoured to
host Her Majesty The
Queen and His Royal
Highness The Duke of
Edinburgh to our country.

They begin their tour in
Halifax on June 28 before
travelling to Winnipeg and
Toronto from July 3 to 6.  

In addition to the pres-
ence of the Royal couple,
Canada Day activit ies
taking place across the
country will celebrate the
100th anniversary of the
Canadian Navy.

We also will mark the

125th anniversary of
Canada's national parks
and the 400th anniver-
sary of Cupids in
Newfoundland, the first
English settlement in our
country.

In addition to achieving
these great milestones,
we have demonstrated
our talent, courage, and
innovation.

Throughout the coun-
try, we have built prosper-
ous communities that are
enriched by the contribu-
tions of citizens of all
backgrounds, who are
ready to meet the chal-
lenges of our century.

We all share the tradi-
tions, values, and aspira-
tions that unite us and

shape our nation.
Canada Day is an

opportunity to pay tribute
to our country's remark-
able people, places, and
events. It is a key part in
building our histor ical
memory and it strength-
ens Canadians' identity,
solidarity, and sense of
belonging. 

On this memorable
day, I look forward to join-
ing you in the celebration
of our great country.
Whether you spend the
day  at home with family,
or taking part in one of
the many wonderful
events held throughout
our community, I wish you
and your family a very
happy Canada Day. 

By Lois Brown 
MP Newmarket-Aurora 
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ART CLASSES

CARPET - I have several
thousand yards of new
S t a i n m a s t e r  
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet your
living room & hall for
$389. Price includes car-
pet, pad and installation
(30 square yards). Steve
905-898-0127.

BUSINESS SERVICES�

• beginners to advanced
• ongoing classes 

• drawing & painting techniques 
• help students prepare portfolios for college and art school 

• no artistic experience necessary 
905-726-8883

Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 
Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV. 

mi.design@sympatico.ca 

 LEARN HOW TO DRAW & PAINT... 
just like the Masters

� FOR SALE

� CHILD/ELDERLY CARE

� HELP WANTED

� FOR RENT

� BUSINESS SUBLET� HAPPY BIRTHDAY

� NOTICE OF LIEN

CLASSES • SEMINARS •  WORKSHOPS • COURSES

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  

Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  
The deadline for all classified advertising copy and Garage/lawn sales is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 76,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

Handyman services available
for all your household needs. 

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tom: 905-717-0517

SERVICES
HANDYMAN

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

(Please park around back and enter through that door)

DANCE PARTY
July 9Only $12 Only $124,500 sq. ft. hardwood floor   

Reserved seating available 
Door Prizes  7:00 Doors Open –Dress code

 
          Latin/Ballroom/West Coast Swing and Line dancing until midnight 

with desserts & coffee @ 10:30. 

On-going Dance Lessons
Dance Lessons start JULY 5, 2010 and continue until AUG. 30 (NO LESSON AUG. 2)

7 pm - Jive & Waltz 
8 pm Rumba & Quickstep

Please call for advanced registration or pay at thedoor the first night 
The cost is just $85 per person for 8 weeks.Do I need special shoes?

No, but dance or leather soled shoes with non marking heels are best. Do not wear rubber soled shoes.

Location: Royal Canadian Legion in Aurora, 105 Industrial Parkway North

Class 
fee 

Only $95

Class 
fee 

Only $95
Increase do to HST

Increase do to HST

7:30 p.m. FREE West Coast Swing & Hustle with Mary Adams

Site: www.SteveMillerDance.ca Call Steve Miller at 416-587-4125
Email: Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca  

8

63

2

5

1

7

 COMPETITIVE SWIM-
MING: Children to 
adults. Aurora Selkies
Swim Club. Register 
now for the 2010/11 sea-
s o n . s w i m g y m
@ s y m p a t i c o . c a
905-841-3450.

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week.   (*This section only)  Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or go to  www.auroran.com 

�

DRAWING CLASS
All level small group
English and Chinese.
Call Yunhong at 
9 0 5 - 7 1 3 - 3 6 5 0
h t t p : / / w w w. y h a r t
studio.com

AIRPORT LIMOUSINE

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: limousines@bell.net

www.eco-limo.ca

(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a hybrid for your next airport or 

downtown transportation.
From only $69.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

 
Protect Your 

Driveway 
Keep It Looking 

Like  New 

DRIVEWAY 
SEALING

905-841-8949 
416-520-6252

FREE ESTIMATES 

S & S 

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 12 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes prideTakes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445
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MADvertise
YOUR 

BUSINESS
at 

theauroran
.com

SWIM

ART 
CLASSES

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe
416-568-6928

Repairs & 
New Installations

Thank you 
for supporting 

THE AURORAN 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISERS
For more information call 

150 Hollidge Blvd., Unit C7,  Aurora 

Guaranteed NEW stock;  
we never install used equipment.

• Water 
   Softeners 
• Reverse 
   Osmosis 
• Iron 
   Filters 
• Point of Use 
   Coolers

Ron Butler, 416-818-5075

Purchase a softener and RO system 
for $1,795.00 plus GST. 

*PLUS EcoWater mail-in rebate 
of $100 with coupon

June Special!

SWIMMING LESSONS
In my backyard in
Aurora. Call Leigh at
905-726-7940 for regis-
tration.

� PIANO & VOCAL 

� SUMMER CAMP 

� SWIMMING LESSONS

If you would like 
us to search  
for a book  
visit us on-line at  
www.auroran.com  
then click on this icon   

R&R R R & & R R 
Revisited Revisited 

95 Edward Street 
905-727-3300 

Wellington Street East 

Metcalfe St. 
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Harrison Ave. X 

R & R Revisited 
95 Edward Street, corner  
of Harrison Avenue. 

HUGE HUGE 

STORE STORE 

 

 

R&R 
Revisited

BIGGER 
AND BETTER 
THAN EVER!NEW & USED BOOK  NEW & USED BOOK NEW & USED BOOK 

HOURS:
MON. - FRI. 10 - 6

SAT. 10 - 4 
SUN.  NOON - 4

� RENT TO OWN

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD WEST

ORCHARD HTS. BLVD.

HENDERSON DR.

WELLINGTON STREET
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1) 35 Luxton Ave 8–3 p.m.
2) 53 & 54 Snedden Ave. 8–3 p.m. 
3) 50 McGee Cres. 9 - 2 
4) 10 & 12 Davis Rd. 8 - noon 

5) 89 Mugford Rd. 8 - noon
6) 141 Wells St. 8 - 2
7) 54 Bowler St. 8 - 1 
8) Preston Thompson Place 8 - 1

GARAGE SALE MAP
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SATURDAY JUNE 26, 2010 

GARAGE 
SALE MAP

locator
is FREE 

to Aurora
Residents Only

Sponsored by: 
Sean Herbinson
Keller Williams 
Realty Centres
905-895-5972
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SPACE FOR SUBLET
Family/general dental practice in the 
SmartCentres plaza at Wellington
/404 looking to sublet approx. 900 sq.ft.
of unused interior space. Ideal for 
medical or other health care practice.

Dr. J. Talsky, Dr. L. Newton
(905) 727-7203

AURORA 
if you have a small 

downpayment, I have 
a nice home for you. 

Less than perfect 
credit okay. 

Call 416-735-5716

RENT TO OWN

FT. MYERS BEACH.
Rent first week - 2nd
week 1/2 price, summer
and fall only.
www.captainsbay.com.
416-720-1755

SUMMER SPECIAL
$20/class. RCM exam,
concerts & festivals.
Marianna 416-721-
9727. Promotion for
new students only. 

EXPERIENCE IN
FLOORING 3-4
YEARS. Sales person
needed full time, salary
+ commission. Start
immediately. 905-841-
3400, or Fax. 905-841-
3425.

A D M I N I S T R AT O R
BUSY OFFICE. Must
have Microsoft Office
experience, excellent
customer service skills,
detail oriented and 
ability to multi-task.
400/Aurora Rd. Tracy 
1-877-662-5489 or
email resumé to
erip@burmanenergy.ca

Home Alterations, 
Small to Medium Home Renovation Projects, 

Hardwood Floor Installation, 
Interior and Exterior Painting  

General Home Maintenance and Repair.

Elite Handyman Services Inc. 

Web:www.EliteHandymanServicesInc.com

Ph: 289-380-0056 
email:ehsi@rogers.blackberry.net 

Seniors Discount Available 
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HARRIS HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Professional Home Repairs & Renovations

harrishomeimprovements@hotmail.com

HARRIS HOME

IMPROVEMENTS

(905) 716-2214

Carpentry • Decks & Fences 
• Bathrooms & Basements 

Plastering • Ceramics • Flooring, Window & 
Door Installations • Drywall & more...

WOOL SHAG CAR-
PET 8x10’, beige.
Asking $150 OBO
(Value $800). Dog
cage, extra large, black
metal: L47”, H: 30”, W:
30”. Asking $60 OBO.
Call 905-713-3257.

SWIMMING LESSONS
Fully certified instructor
in our pool. It’s not too
late to book your les-
sons now. J&J Star
Swim School. 905-841-
7996

Hollidge

Wood
ro

o f

O
ld

Yo
ng

e
S

t.

S
ne

dd
en

Lu
xt

on

HOT WATER MOBILE
POWER WASH
Residential -
Commercial - Industrial
(905) 235-2037 (416)
558-5646 WWW.AQUA-
FX.CA

McClellan Way

NOTICE OF LIEN
SALE The personal
property, household
goods, and contents of
the following rental
spaces will be sold for
cash or otherwise 
disposed of to satisfy
rental liens for unpaid
rent in accordance 
with Ontario Statutes
Chapter R25 and our
lease agreement on
Friday June 25, 2010 at
10:00 a.m. sharp, at
Northern Self Storage,
122 Bales Drive East,
Newmarket L3Y 4X1.
One unit: Rhiannon E.
Ash.

last minute no problem!  

PRO PAINTING 

selectp@ rogers.com

905-751-3612 
OR 416-878-1806

Professional Quality 
Excellent Workmanship 

Reputable, Reliable 
Written Guarantee

Experienced child 
or elderly care 

 - meal prep, cleaning 
& organizing etc. 

- days or evenings 
-Sylvia 

905-713-0189

Love, Mom and Lou

Happy 21st birthday, Katy!

May you always dance! 

FRENCH SUMMER
CAMP. Learn+ play+
socialize in FRENCH.
Perfect at-home envi-
r o n m e n t .
www.irinasfrench.com
905-727-2114 French
& Montessori teacher. 

Kennedy Street
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Bringing the business community to you!

COUPON Timberlane Athletic Club go to theauroran.com,
 click Marketplace

-select Fitness

COUPON Crystal White Cleaners  go to theauroran.com,
 click Marketplace

-select Cleaning Services

2 week pass

COUPON Esthetic Services by Hilda go to theauroran.com,
 click Marketplace

-select Salons and SpasFREE MANICURE with purchase 
of Pevonia Botanica Treatments and home care.

Super Cleaning Specials - 50% Off NEW clients
$5 OFF any service with Min. $15 purchase 
$10 OFF any Servioce with Min $30 Purchase 

COUPONS
PRINT OUT THE ONLINE

and use them at participating businesses

 

Feature                            
Video coverage of:

Video
s

Video
s

Looking for something to do?
Check out our Event Calendar with100’s of events

Now Playing
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at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every
Thursday night at the Aurora
Legion at 7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-
9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of

University Women holds monthly
meetings at the Aurora Legion
with a variety of speakers.
Contact Beverley at 905-727-
2151.

JUNE 25 AND 26
Slippermen appear at Theatre

Aurora both nights at 7.30 p.m.
There is also a 1.30 p.m. matinee
at the theatre on Saturday, June
26. For tickets, call Theatre Aurora
at 905-727-3669.

THURSDAY, JUNE 26
Members of the Aurora

Seniors’ Centre will leave today to
see "Kiss Me Kate" in Stratford.
The cost is $109 for members and
$119 for non-members. The bus
will leave the Aurora Community
Centre at 9.30 a.m. and the cost
includes lunch and the 2 p.m. per-
formance.

TUESDAY, JUNE 29
Movie at the Aurora Seniors’

Centre is “Book of Eli” starring
Denzel Washington. Admission is
$1.50 for members and $2 for
non-members, which includes the
movie, refreshments and treats.
Show time  is 6.30 p.m.

* * * *
Join Cora Clearwater for a

presentation on Reubenesque
Yoga at the Aurora Library from
7.30 p.m. to 9 p.m. For further
information, call 905-726-9218.

THURSDAY, JULY 1
Canada Day Parade on Yonge

Street in Aurora begins at 10 a.m.
* * * *

Immediately following the
parade, the Aurora Cultural
Centre (Church Street Schooll)
will present a program of aborigi-
nal culture from York Region.
Program begins at 12.30 p.m. with
a traditional smudging, O Canada
sung in Ojibwe, storytelling, drum-
ming and dancing by youth and
adults from the Chippewas of
Georgina Island First Nation.
Homemade waffles with local
strawberries and maple syrup
from Gabriel’s Café will be avail-
able on site at a cost of $5. This
event is free to the public. For fur-
ther information, call 905-713-
1818.

* * * *
Canada Day activities at

Lambert Willson Park take place
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and include
a petting zoo, facepainting and
inflatables. Live entertainment
occurs from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
featuring the Fab Four from 6.30
p.m. to 10 p.m. That will be fol-
lowed by a fireworks show.  For
more information call 905-726-
4762.

SATURDAY, JULY 3
Merlin’s Hollow, the English

flower garden, is open, free of
charge, to the public today from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 181 Centre
Crescent.

SUNDAY, JULY 4
The Aurora Garden &

Horticultural Society invites you
to attend its annual Aurora
Garden Tour. Spend an afternoon
on a self-guided tour of seven
gardens where the owners and
creators of these lovely land-
scape designs will be present to
chat with you. The tour is from
noon to 5 p.m., rain or shine.
Tickets are $10 and are available
in Aurora at Art of the Matter, 2
Orchard Heights Boulevard;
Caruso & Co., 15210 Yonge
Street; Flowers by Terry, 14799
Yonge Street; and R&R Used
Books, 95 Edward Street; or at
the booth at the Aurora Farmers’
Market June 26th, and July 3rd.
For more information call 905-
727-5926 or visit gardenon-
tario.org/site.php/aurora/news/de
tails. 

JULY 12-16
Aurora United Church pres-

ents "A Veggie Tales
Celebration!" camp from 9 a.m. to
noon for children 5-12 years of
age. Cost is $25 per child. For
more information call the church

office at 905-727-1935.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 8

The 37th Annual Antique &
Classic Car Show takes place at
the Whitchurch-Stouffville
Museum from  11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
as exhibitors from across south-
ern Ontario display antique and
classic cars. Rain date is August
15th.  Admission is $6 (children
under seven free); or $15 per
family of up to four. For more
information, call 905-727-8954 or
1-888-290-0337. The museum is
on Woodbine Avenue in Vandorf.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18
Aurora’s Pine Tree Potters’

Guild will host an “Empty Bowls”
fund-raising event to benefit the
York Region Food Network and
Welcoming Arms. The event will
take place at the Aurora Cultural
Centre (Church Street School)
with lunch from noon to 2 p.m.
and dinner from 6.30 p.m. to 8
p.m. Tickets will be available after
September 8. For the price of a
ticket, guests may choose from
hundreds of handmade pottery
bowls. Chefs from various Aurora
restaurants will be on hand to
serve their signature gourmet
soups and artisan breads. For
further information, click on
www.pinetreepotters.ca.

From page 2
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