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Spring arrived in Aurora last week and marking the occasion was the Aurora Lions Club with
its annual pancake breakfast in Sheppard’s Bush. Serving up the delicious breakfast is this
year’s chair of the Pancake Committee Dorian Baxter, left, who joined Moon Ing, the man
responsible for cooking the pancakes for several years now, Liza Upham, awaiting the meal,
and Lions President Fred Bullen. Club will serve pancakes in the bush for the next two week-
ends. See the coming events on Page 19 for details.                      Auroran photo by David Falconer

Aurora’s Howard McKee, complete with a green beard, was
the welcoming committee Wednesday as St. Patrick’s Day
activities took place throughout the community. Howard, who
was born in Ireland, was at the Aurora Cultural Centre
(Church Street School) as Shirley Russell, left, and Marion
Rafferty, hosted “A Wee Taste of Ireland”, a St. Patrick’s Day
Tea. Auroran photo by Ron Wallace

Finch travel woes nearly
solved as YRT offers free
rides to GO commuters

The Regional Municipality of York
and GO Transit have reached a joint
agreement to continue to meet the
needs of GO riders transferring to
YRT/Viva services.

Member of the Provincial
Parliament Frank Klees, MPP for the
riding of Newmarket-Aurora, is not
impressed, but he agrees it is a start.

Klees, who organized a meeting
for commuters in Aurora a couple of
weeks ago, said he has been getting
e-mails from riders “expressing reac-
tion to the revised arrangements
announced by GO Transit and YRT.
The responses have ranged from
appreciation for my efforts on your
behalf and the improvements to what
was originally announced, to disap-
pointment at the outcome.”

In a press release, GO Transit said
it will continue to offer Route 62 -
Newmarket B service to the Finch
subway station on a reduced basis
(12 trips reduced to five northbound
and southbound) until about June 30.

At that time, a new Viva blue serv-
ice with fewer stops will be introduced

to speed transit time along Yonge
Street to Finch Station, GO said.

Five new additional Viva blue trips
will travel from Newmarket to Finch
Station, and these five routes will
bypass the Richmond Hill Centre
Terminal (RHCT) for a complete ride
time in line with the former GO
Newmarket B of roughly 60 minutes. 

Existing Viva blue trips entering
RHCT will continue to be available,
the release said.

To help ease the transition,
YRT/Viva and GO Transit will explore
options for offering a joint loyalty
reward program to assist existing GO
riders.

"I am very pleased we have
worked closely with GO Transit to
develop this win-win solution," said
Rick Leary, General Manager of YRT.

"York Region's new bus services
are a good option for commuters and
reflect the growing presence and
maturity of York Region's transit sys-
tem," said Gary McNeil, Managing
Director of GO Transit. "GO Transit is

Please see page 16

Town shifts funds from seats
to fix up Centre washrooms

Replacing the spectator seats in
the Aurora Community Centre may
become a non-issue after councillors
voted recently to apply for the re-allo-
cation of money elsewhere within the
building.

They had been deliberating the
fate of the spectator seats after
receiving a grant from RInC -
Recreational Infrastructure Canada -
to fund two-thirds of a proposed
$120,000 project to replace them. 

While some councillors thought
the seats uncomfortable and outmod-
ed, Mayor Phyllis Morris and others

said the seats had heritage value.
However, councillors and Town

staff have made an effort to shift this
funding towards improving and retro-
fitting the ACC's washrooms and
change rooms as well as replacing
windows.

As Aurora Treasurer Dan Elliott
pointed out in his report to council,
"Staff have been advised by RInC offi-
cials on several occasions that the
project could not be re-allocated for
any other purpose."

But a recent turn of events allowed
staff to see an opening to make their

move. 
"Up to now, the RInC grant pro-

gram in Ontario has been managed
by the province by way of Sports
Culture and Tourism Partnership,"
said Mr. Elliott in his report. "Midweek
last week staff received a formal noti-
fication from the Ministry of Tourism
and Culture that due to work load…
the files will be jointly managed with a
Federal agency."

Mr. Elliott said staff contacted the
Town's new file manager with the
Federal Economic Development

Please see page 15
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The Aurora Historical Society presents Heritage in Aurora, a symposium
bringing together the various organizations in Aurora with a commitment to
culture and heritage. Speakers Include Jennifer Steen, Curator/Manager for
the AHS and Hillary House; Laura Schembri, Executive Director of the
Aurora Cultural Centre and member of the Aurora Heritage Advisory
Committee; Mai Al Nabhan, Manager of Heritage Planning and Urban
Design for the Town of Aurora; and Reccia Mandelcorn, Manager of
Customer and Circulation Services of the Aurora Public Library. Meeting
takes place at the Aurora Cultural Centre on Church Street beginning at

7.30 p.m. For more information, go to www.aurorahistoricalsociety.ca.
THURSDAY, MARCH 25

Learn about printmaking and the Pop Art style of the 1950's with pro-
grammer Erin Wynn at the Aurora Public Library. This progam is for children
ages nine to 14, costs $6., and happens between 7 and 8 p.m. 

* * * *
The Aurora Food Pantry will be closed this evening due to moving.
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COMING EVENTS
CONTINUING

The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society meets on the fourth
Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. at the Royal Canadian Legion, 105
Industrial Parkway North in Aurora. Visitors are welcome for only $2. For
more information call Ray at 905-727-6168.

* * * *
York Highlands Chorus is an award-winning a cappella Sweet Adelines

chorus, a group of women who gather Tuesday evenings at the Old Firehall,
Newmarket, to sing, share in the harmony of friendship and learn the barber-
shop art form. York Highlands is always looking for new women who share
the love of a cappella music. Call Karen at 905-726-2113 or Vikki at informa-
tion@yorkhighlands.com.

* * * *
The Upper Canada Chordsmen, Aurora-Newmarket’s award winning

chorus, is looking for male singers. The group sings about love, friendship,
family, humour and brotherhood and meets every Wednesday from 7 p.m. to
10 p.m. at the Old Firehall, 140 Main Street South, in Newmarket .

* * * * 
The Optimist Club of Aurora meets the first Wednesday of each month at

the Aurora Legion. New members are welcome.  Call 905-727-5012 for more
information.

* * * *
The Aurora Lions Club meets the second and fourth Thursdays at the

Aurora Lions Hall, corner of Mosley and Victoria Streets, Co-ed club wel-
comes new members. For further information, call 905-727-6079.

* * * * 
Every Thursday, Martha's Table serves home-made soup, sandwiches,

and dessert in St. Andrew's Hall at the Presbyterian Church, corner of
Mosley and Victoria Street. Cost is minimal, and the volunteer-run program
enabled the church to give more than $5,000 to local charities in 2008 alone.
You can enjoy lunch, conversation, and a sense of community between
11.30 a.m. and 1.30 p.m. weekly. 

* * * *
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking for new members. You

do not have to be a police officer nor are you required to read music to vol-
unteer. The group rehearses Monday evenings between 7.30 and 9.30 p.m.
For further information, contact the chorus supervisor at 905-727-9676 or
the coordinator of volunteer services for YRP at 905-830-0303, extension
6717.

* * * *
Aurora’s Air Cadets meet every Tuesday night at Cardinal Carter School

from 6.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m., and offer a program for 12 years and older boys
and girls. 

* * * *
Aurora Opera Childrens Chorus welcomes treble voices. It is a choir ded-

icated to nurturing and providing opportunities for children to express their
musical abilities. The chorus is open to boys and girls ages 5-17. Contact the
general director at keepsinging@rogers.com

* * * *
Community Home Assistance to Seniors (CHATS) is looking for volun-

teers to assist with the activities in its Adult Day Program. The positions call
for a commitment of a few hours a week at its Aurora location. Various times
are available. Call Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the Pioneer Club for boys and girls,

age three to Grade 4 and the Junior High Club for boys and girls, Grades 5
to 8, will be held at the Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway
South. For more information call 905-841-8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every Wednesday at the Community Bible

Church on Bathurst Street just south of Henderson from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. For
more information e-mail Judy Hoffmann jhoffmann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing on Tuesday evenings at 8.15 p.m. at the Aurora

Heights Public School and on Friday mornings at St. Andrews' Presbyterian
Church beginning at 10.30 a.m. No partners are needed and beginners are
welcome. 

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday at 6.30 p.m. at Gabriel's on

Yonge Street. New members are welcome. For further information call 905-
841-1352 or 905-713-9356.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148 meets the first and third

Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street, south of Wellington.
For more information call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday of each month at the

Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday each month at 57
Mosley Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee Club at 9 a.m. and lunch at noon. Call
905-727-3032 or 905-727-1080 for more information.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday night at Trinity Anglican

Church, Victoria Street, at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at the Aurora Legion at 7.30
p.m. Call 905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women holds monthly meetings at the

Aurora Legion with a variety of speakers. Contact Beverley at 905-727-2151.
* * * *

The Aurora Seniors Evergreen Choir practice in the West-McKenzie Hall
of the Seniors’ Centre, every Wednesday from 2.30 to 4.30 p.m. under the
direction of Enid Maiz.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24
Aurora Public Library, in partnership with community agencies, presents

five monthly parenting workshops until May. This month’s workshop deals
with disobedience and is for parents/caregivers of children ages 2-12 years.
It’s free. 7 to 8.30 p.m. in the Magna Room. Pre-register at the Adult
Information desk, or call 905-727-9493, option 4.

* * * *

Please see page 19

Marilyn Redvers, Sales Representative 
14799 Yonge Street, Aurora L4G 1N1

905-727-3154
www.realestateaurora.com

Terrific space in this lovely home on quiet crescent in great neigh-
bourhood. Main floor family room! Finished basement with recre-
ation room, 4th bedroom & office. Large deck off kitchen. Fully
fenced yard. Access to basement from garage. 

$412,000

LOVELY RAISED BUNGALOW - NORTHWEST AURORA!

3400+ square feet! Terrific family home with great layout! Kitchen
family room across the back! Main floor office! Huge Master with
walkout to balcony! All bedrooms are large! Extra ensuite! Fin. base-
ment! Serene views over golf course! Shows 10+

$699,000

BEAUTIFUL HOME ON QUIET CUL DE SAC

Call Marilyn for a market evaluation! 905-727-3154

*(For Royal LePage)

Fabulous, one-of-a-kind home on quiet court! Exquisitely renovated!
Beautiful custom kitchen open to family rm. has 2 walkouts to incred-
ible yard with stone patio, gazebo, & gorgeous gardens. Master bed-
room has gas fireplace, reno’d bath & walkout!

$649,000

CENTURY FARM HOUSE - HEART OF AURORA!

Outstanding quality kitchen renovation includes granite counters,
wood cabinets, breakfast bar! Family room has gas fireplace & is
open to kitchen! Large master with 4-pc Ensuite. Finished walkout
basement has rec. rm. & 3-pc bathroom

$379,000

STUNNING SEMI IN SOUTHEAST AURORA!

INCREDIBLE MORTGAGE RATES!
5-YEAR CLOSED VARIABLE RATE MORTGAGE…1.70%*
5- YEAR CLOSED FIXED RATE MORTGAGE………3.39%*
3-YEAR CLOSED FIXED RATE MORTGAGE……….2.79%*

Buy or Sell with Me or My Team & Save Thousands
of Dollars on Your Mortgage!

Through my exclusive membership with Astrum Financial Services
(astrumfinancial.ca), I am pleased to offer our clients these fabulous rates,

which are not available through any other mortgage broker or chartered
bank. Call me for more information – 905-727-3154.

*Terms and conditions apply. Mortgage Rates subject to change. Available mortgages only & subject to Astrum Financial Services
Inc. Lending criteria for residential properties. Transaction must include an Astrum Star member. Astrum Financial Services Inc.
reserves the right to discontinue or amend the terms and conditions at any time. Astrum Financial Services Inc. FSCO # 11936.

PROUD TO BE LIVING AND WORKING IN AURORA

Tax bite too big?
Just show us where it hurts.

Keep more of what you’ve already earned. 
I can help you take advantage of some of the most significant 
tax-reduction strategies available. 
Call for our free Special Report Reducing the tax bite on 
your investment income. 
 

Please call for upcoming seminar information

Call me to find out how The Plan™ can help 
you prosper now...and over time.

Please see page 19
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gourmet
to go
Schnitzels 

our specialty

905-727-9561
14889 Yonge Street, Aurora 

www.graystonesrestaurant.ca

TOO TIRED TO COOK?

Let us 
prepare 
your meal. 
You just 
pick it up, 
take it 
home and 

ENJOY!

RELAX... 

10% DISCOUNT 
ON TAKE-OUT!
Sorry - no delivery available

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Spring Spring 

SHOWCASESHOWCASE

A & F Hair Elite
905-727-6212

A Taste of Italy 
905-727-2737

Amore Blooms
Flowers

905-727-9865

Aurora Alterations
905-726-9242

Aurora Dollars 
Discount

905-841-2497

Aurora Dry Cleaners
905-713-0095

Aurora Salon Secrets
905-727-1044

Beer Store
905-727-4741

Bulk Barn 
905-751-1822

CIBC Bank
1-800-465-2422

Chris' No Frills

Clothing Outlet
905-841-7652

Creative Colours
Fashions

905-727-0552

Day Break 
905-726-3060

Dr. Charles 
Weingarten Dentist

905-727-9541

Ella’s Nails 
905-726-2468

5 Below Jeans &
More

905-841-7762

Family Shoe Repair
905-841-8922

Gourmet Bakery
& Deli

905-727-2105

Henry's 
Fish & Chips
905-727-8001

Kitchen Accents
905-841-0885

Kodak Image Centre
905-726-4243

Northern 
Karate Schools 
905-726-8886

Not Just Cards 
Hallmark

905-727-1547

Oakridge Outfitters
905-726-4063

Omars Shoes
905-727-9391

Regency Variety
905-727-6691

Sparkle Pharmacy
905-727-2322

Staples/Business
Depot

905-713-0367

The Source by 
Circuit City

905-713-2783

Van De Ven 
Car Wash

York Medical
905-713-0404

Here’s a way to get 
rid of old computers

If you have stockpiles of
old computers, TVs, and
broken printers in your
basement or garage and
don't know what to do with
them, you can clear some
extra space and recycle
them this weekend. 

On Saturday, March 27,
the Town of Aurora, in con-
junction with Greentech
Recycling Services will hold
a special collection for
unwanted computers (both
desktop and laptop), moni-
tors, televisions, fax
machines, and printers at
the Stronach Aurora
Recreation Complex
between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

The move follows the
launch of the Waste
Electrical and Electronic
Equipment (WEEE) pro-
gram by the Ontario
Electronic Stewardship, an
organization founded by
"manufacturers, retailers,
and other stakeholders to
develop a waste diversion
plan" for electrical and elec-
tronic equipment, according
to the group's website. 

The program will also
accept computer acces-
sories such as keyboards,
hard drives, and disk
drives.

First launched April 1,
2009, the program's target
"is to divert 17,000 new
tonnes of computers, moni-
tors, printers, disk drives,
keyboards, mice, fax
machines, and televisions
from landfill," according to
the Stewardship. "At the
end of five years, the diver-
sion target is 75,000
tonnes or 60 per cent of
available materials."

"The first priority of the
program is to promote the
3 Rs solutions (reduce,
reuse, and recycle).
Residents and businesses
will be encouraged to take
electronics that are still
useful to refurbishment
organizations.

Electronics that are at
the end of their useful life
will be directed to recy-
cling/processing facilities
that will be required to
meet strict standards to
ensure these materials
don't find their way into the
environment."

According to a memo
from Ilmar Simanovskis,
Aurora's Director of
Infrastructure and
Environmental Services,
the Region's contractor will
be "responsible for all traf-

fic control, staffing, and
handling of all the materi-
als received" at Saturday's
collection. 

"The town will assign
representative staff to
address public inquiries
and assist with the promo-
tion and education of all
our waste management
programs."

The electronics collec-
tion is not the only environ-
mentally friendly event
being held by the Town on
March 27.

The Town is also mark-
ing Earth Hour from 8.30 to
9.30 p.m. 

Earth Hour is a global
conservation movement
that encourages citizens to
turn off their lights and
unnecessary electronics
for one hour to raise aware-
ness of climate change and
energy consumption. 

"During Earth Hour
2009, the Town of Aurora,
as a whole, reduced its
electricity consumption by
eight per cent," according
to a Town release marking
the occasion. "This year,
the town is aiming to
exceed that record with
increased community par-
ticipation."

Committee
is seeking
your input

Aurora's Heritage
Advisory Committee will wel-
come input from the public in
considering local nomina-
tions for Heritage Canada's
"Top Ten Endangered Places
List" for 2010.

The list, established by
the Heritage Canada
Foundation in 2005, aims to
focus national attention on
historic sites which could be
"at risk due to neglect, lack
of funding, inappropriate
development and weak leg-
islation," according to the
Foundation.

Nominated sites are eval-
uated by significance,
urgency of threat, and com-
munity support for its preser-
vation.

When the nomination
form appeared on the agen-
da of the Heritage Advisory
Committee, Committee
Chair Donna Smith said fur-
ther research needed to be
concluded before potential
nominations could be made. 

With the information that
was available, however, Ms.
Smith said there weren't any
sites that immediately
sprang to mind. 

"We have some
esteemed members of our
committee, particularly John
McIntyre and Jackie Stewart
who are well regarded and
very knowledgeable and
there was nothing that came
to anyone's mind."

John McIntyre, however,
said there are not many
potential sites that would be
appropriate for the list. 

"If we're thinking about
nationally significant sites

Please see page 16
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Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

Letter to the Editor

Is it time to widen
Wellington Street?

It was St. Patrick’s Day in Aurora, and it was warm outside.
After work, I sat on the patio at Baldwin’s Restaurant enjoying

the weather. Had to because the bar inside was packed.
A GO Train - the first northbound of the afternoon - showed

up, and commuters, hundreds of them, scurried for their cars.
Berczy Street - directly across from Baldwin’s - quickly filled

up. Traffic on Wellington was bumper to bumper, as it usually is.
Commuters had a tough time even turning right on Wellington

to head east, never mind the poor drivers who wanted to go west
on Wellington, nearly an impossibility.

This is not how I envisioned quiet, little Aurora.
When I was on council, I fought to keep Wellington a two-lane

road, at least to Yonge Street. (It becomes four lanes west of
Yonge and looks, for all the world, like a runway at a busy airport.)

I haven’t been on council for about four years now, and since
then, someone added one lane to Wellington (westbound
between the railway tracks and Yonge Street).

Is it time for Wellington to become a four-lane thoroughfare?
Guess it is, since the smaller width road doesn’t seem to have

a negative impact on drivers.
Nor does all that work in the old part of Aurora north and east

of the big problem - Yonge and Wellington.
I voted against the addition of one-lane roads, chiquanes,

etc., arguing that it would only force me off Centre Street and
onto Wellington where I would become part of the problem, not
the solution.

My argument went straight to the point: the problem isn’t in the
old part of town, the problem is at Yonge and Wellington.

Thought I knew how to fix it, too, but no one listened.
As has been pointed out to me several times, there is no prob-

lem at Yonge and Wellington, just too much traffic.
Going everywhere but downtown.  You don’t dare stop to shop

at any of the remaining retail outlets in the Yonge/Wellington area
during peak traffic times, or you’ll spend an eternity trying to
merge back into traffic.

Too bad, as there are some great stores there.
If there is tax relief granted to property owners who have

vacant stores, why would they spend any effort to attract ten-
ants?

Remember when they built Highway 400 back in the fifties?
Suddenly, all the northbound traffic on Yonge Street dried up as
people found a quicker way to get up north.

Merchants complained then, too, saying there was no reason
to stay in business on Yonge Street.

Well, the traffic came back to Yonge Street...tons of it.
Now, all the merchants have to do is get it to stop and make

driver and passengers want to get out of their cars and spend
some money here.

And, as I learned early in life: you can’t sell from an empty
wagon!!

Next week, we’ll talk about the planned “ring road” for Aurora.
CLARIFICATION

Couple of weeks ago, Aurora lawyer Jack Laurion
approached me about doing any feature that might need doing.

I hadn’t followed up on the Central York Fire Services new
chief, Ian Laing from Mississauga, so I stuck Jack with the job.

He concurred and the story - a good one, too - appeared in
last week’s Auroran.

Except Chief Laing had one concern about response times
answering calls.

So, for the sake of clarification, I give you this:
*Each day there are five crews on duty (each assigned to a

truck) throughout the coverage area of Central York Fire
Services.  Each crew has four firefighters and a Captain assigned
to a truck and a Platoon Chief is the “on duty” supervisor of these
resources.

*When people call 9-1-1, YRP Call Centre takes the call and
determines which emergency services are required to attend the
incident. When it is a fire related incident, the call is sent to Fire
Communications, and a determination is made on which fire
resources have to respond to the emergency. Although this
sequence could take up to a minute to complete, generally the
time is less than that.  

*The fire station is alerted of the call and the crew “turns out”.
They are responsible to don their protective gear and equipment
and be seated, properly restrained with seat belt. This generally
takes approximately one minute to accomplish.

*Central York Fire Services’ goal is to have a response time
(travel time) of four minutes or less for the first fire truck to arrive
on the scene.

*When fire services respond to a structure fire, under the
OFM (Ontario Fire Marshal) guidelines we are required to
assemble a “fire attack team” of 12 firefighters within 10 minutes.

Chief Laing says the best way to get a quick response is to
make the call directly to the fire department.

“No matter, though, it’ll still seem like hours before the first
truck arrives,” he said.

What is this? Well, according to Aurora author Elizabeth Milner, it’s a six-ton Aircrop Sprayer. It was
apparently constructed by Aurora Tank and Welding, that once had premises on Temperance Street, and
was run by Ed Lassaline. It was built for Federal Farms in Bradford and the construction looked like this
because of the soft soil in the Holland Marsh. George Ward apparently designed the innovative under-
carriage and he and Bill Wood did the construction. This information is found in Elizabeth’s book
“Aurora 1945-1965, an Ontario town at a time of great change”. 

Marin has done nothing   
wrong, this reader says

To the editor,

In late February, the premier
announced that the contract of
the provincial ombudsman,
Andre Marin, would not be
renewed beyond March 31.

In his announcement, the
premier claimed 'there was
need for change' and for 'new
blood' to take over the position.

However, there was no hes-
itation on the part of the govern-
ment to renew the contract of
the information privacy com-
missioner's position to an
unprecedented third term last
year.

There could be no reason
not to renew the contract con-
sidering the exemplary work
done by the commissioner.

Given the ombudsman's
outstanding achievements for
holding the government
accountable, there clearly is
sound reason for Andre Marin's
work to continue.

Need for change is justified
when there are repeated sys-
temic failures and wrong-
doings.

Not so in Marin's case.
He has proven, without

exception, that he is the peo-
ple's trusted independent
watchdog.

He and his staff have done
more for the citizens of this
province than anyone could
have hoped for through their in-
depth investigations of com-
plaints about the government of
Ontario and its organizations. 

In July, 2008, Mr. Marin
announced his office would do
a systemic investigation into the
ministry's (Ministry of Health
and Long-Term Care) oversight
of nursing homes.

Through the entire tenure of
this government, there have
been reports of horrific deaths,
inexcusable abuse and disturb-
ing neglect of residents in long-

term facilities.
Countless complaints by

families of institutionalized par-
ents, in-depth media investiga-
tions and the ministry's own
inspection reports substantiate
the need for the investigation
announced by the ombudsman
and for the ombudsman's office
to have oversight authority of
long-term facilities. 

Ontario nursing homes have
been regulated for decades,
with weak ineffective enforce-
ment of the nursing homes leg-
islation by the ministry.

Now, the public is expected
to believe that the government's
decision to regulate retirement
residences is the answer to
controlling substandard care in
retirement homes while the
systemic problems in far too
many regulated long-term facil-
ities have continued unabated.

For the past 10 years, prom-
ises made about ensuring
proper care and protection of
nursing homes residents, made
by two governing parties, have
not brought an end to the sys-
temic problems, abuse and
neglect of individuals institution-
alized in Ontario’s long-term
facilities.

The release of Marin's
report would likely expose one
of Ontario's worst failures - not
ensuring the care and safety of
all vulnerable Ontarians in nurs-
ing homes.

Considering the successes
the ombudsman’s office has
had with numerous investiga-
tions, one can hardly imagine
anything other than a damaging
report about the nursing home
situation in this province and
the historic inability of govern-
ment (present and previous) to
protect all persons in long-term
facilities.   

Andre Marin has been told
he can "apply" for the position
he has so responsibly held for

the past five years.
For one to believe that there

will be a fair and transparent
review process without media
and public scrutiny, would be to
naively and wrongly believe
that all seniors enjoy the best of
care and are kept safe from
harm in Ontario nursing
homes.

In a recent newspaper arti-
cle, Marin 'dared the govern-
ment to open the selection
meetings of an all-party panel
of MPPs to the public and
reporters.' 

The media continues to
expose situations where there
has been unreasonable secre-
cy and disturbing lack of
accountability and transparen-
cy by bureaucrats and elected
members.

The media and the public
must have accessibility to the
selection process given the
growing mistrust of bureaucrat-
ic and political decision-mak-
ing. 

Ellen Watson
Aurora  
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Remembered the other morning, an old joke that a study said 25 per cent
of statistics are incorrect .

Sounds familiar when you have a study to find that the previous study was
incomplete.

Maybe the next study will get them both on the right path.
It has been reported 25 per cent of youth are bullied and 20 per cent are

bullies.
Almost 300,000 high school students also are attacked nationally during

a calendar year.
When does the cycle of violence stop?
The magic answer is when each individual becomes accountable and the

dominoes stop falling.
We stand strong and do not repeat the cycle.
What do you tell a family though, who has a child that has been targeted

so much, that his attacker was suspended seven times?
What do you tell a child who had their life threatened on You Tube, for all

to see?
What do you do if the victims, and the bullies are under 12 years old?
If you are a parent, you pray your child will grow strong and forget the pain

and harassment but this is not always the case.
There are thousands and thousands of walking wounded, and if we look

we all know at least one.
Then, as I was thinking about the one I know best, I recalled the young

man from the previous column.
“If you touch that volleyball I will kick your  ...” the student growled.
This reminded the young man of all the street hockey games that he was

picked last, or sometimes not at all.
In those days he could be in the gymnasium and not participate in class

activity. The bullies would not have any part of it.
His first example of courage, to speak up to bullying, came in Grade 5

when he stood at the front of the class to apologize for what he might be
doing, to cause the attacks verbally and physically.

Another student stood up and said “He is only saying that so we will not
kick the crap out of him.”

Later in Grade 7 during physical education class the young man was
grabbed by four much larger boys. I think we called them jocks back then.

One on each arm and leg they began to pull aggressively in four separate
directions.

The pain in his abdomen was excrutiating, and he thought his stomach
was going to explode open, like a scene from the movie “Alien”.

No one came to his aid. Neither a teacher nor student.
No one replied to his screams.
During high school the violence and cruelty became much worse.
His love of hockey was a distraction and he was rewarded one Christmas

with an authentic Toronto Maple Leafs jersey, with numbers, name and logos
complete .

The jersey also became the object of a jealous attack.
“You are not f..... Salming”, the other student said, and then took a pen,

stroking across the back of the shirt, leaving a blue line across the number 21
and the name.

His heart was crushed, as this was the treasure he had wanted always,
and it brought happiness in a troubled life.

Things continued the same as the young man went to classes, but kept
to himself due to the hearing issues.

The cafeteria was his worse nemesis, as a couple of hundred students
buzzing together was too much for his hearing gift.

He would wait for a spare period to eat something in peace, but that did
not always work out .

Sometimes he would forget the lunch from the day before, and it sat in his
locker uneaten.

“No wonder you are so skinny” the student who occupied the locker next
to him barked, and when the young man closed his locker, he had his head
smashed, face first into it.

It was more than he could take, and thoughts of revenge, and giving up
ran through his head, as the pain was going to stop one way or the other.

He chose the right route, and thought he would let justice be served by
the authority of the school, and the principal would assure him it would not
happen again.

He felt peace for two whole days.
Safety was not something he had ownership of in the past.
Leaving the school for the day was a process.

He would wait until almost all of the students had left so he could avoid
the bullies, who mulled around outside.

He entered a washroom moments before he was about to exit the school.
The pack was ready for their prey.

Suddenly after entering the room, he felt a sharp pain in his legs, and his
feet flew out from under him.

The last thing he saw was the ceiling lights before his head smashed
against the concrete floor.

The flash of light as his eyes closed was like a sunburst.
He picked himself up from the floor of the washroom stall, walked home

which was some five minutes away, and when he entered the house he found
very upset parents.

He could not figure out what he had done wrong.
He then noticed the sole dinner plate on the kitchen table. Something did

not make sense.
He looked up at the oval clock on the wall and his heart beat anxiously.

He noted it was 6.50 p.m.
He remembered his head hitting the floor because his head throbbed

intensely.
He also did not recall making it into the washroom stall under his own

power after the attack.
The attackers had stuffed him in the stall like he was yesterday’s garbage.
Entering the washroom at 3.30 pm it was now almost seven.
He had been unconscious for three hours.
He now wished he had not reported the original events, with too many

lunches in his locker.
Safety came at too high a price.
He would now begin to find ways to numb his pain that plagued him, and

the community would now begin to watch the process of him destroying him-
self.

His family would wonder why he pushed them away and it was due to the
shame of poor self esteem, and not knowing how to stop the violence.

The pain was too great to do it alone, so he would find other victims to
drown his sorrows with.

This would be a huge mistake because his character would be tested by
the new acquaintances he picked.

These individuals could provide him with a marginal level of safety
because they were rough around the edges, and did not always follow the
straight and narrow.

Many peers avoided this troublesome group, but they were a shield for
some hours of the day for this young man of small stature. 

His grades diminished, even with some safety, he was not at all happy.
Others did not want to be around them and he was included.
He had in the past separated himself and he was now running with the

wrong crowd.
They soon turned on him also for their sad form of entertainment, his

grades slipped and his self worth was at an all time low.
He would be directed to attend summer school and the first day getting

on the bus was like a walk up to the gallows as he looked down the aisle, and
there sat just about every student he feared.

Bullies did not study, he thought, and he was now part of the crowd, in
grades, and also becoming one of them.

Hate was blackening his heart and the darkest days were just down the
road.

He sought support in this uncomfortable environment from one of the
toughs he had befriended. Then that person sprang into action and the bus
driver became the new victim of bullying and abuse.

“Call out to the driver,” the much larger student demanded .
When the young man did not respond, he was poked in the hip with a

math compass.
The pain in his hip was unbearable, and when he still did not comply the

jab became harder.
He was trapped in a world that he had now helped create for himself by

looking for safety on the dark side.
“Throw this at the driver,” the student again yapped.
The young man knew better and did not follow the order, and the pain in

his hip burned again.
This time he desperately tried not to cry.
That is just what the bullies wanted, and they were successful in breaking

his spirit and had power over him.
They were now higher on the list with a sick form of hierarchy.

“Do it or you will regret it,” the angry voice demanded one last time.
The young man gave up.
He took the paper ball and began the motions to toss it to the front of the

bus at the innocent driver .
As the ball was about to leave his grasp, the driver’s eyes met his in the

rear view mirror.
The gallows were now prepared and ready.
These choices made, he was about to successfully hang himself.
The driver called out his name, first and last, with a firm tone that was all

business.
He was very displeased with the young man.
“Get up here to the front,” the driver commanded.
The young man followed directions and walked shamefully and slowly to

the front, with his head down as others taunted him.
The bus slowed to a halt at the curb .
“I am shocked at you, mister, now go tell your father what you have done.”
The driver was angry, and the bus doors opened like a trap door.
The gallows were about to release the accused.
As  the bus pulled away a mere two blocks from its destination, it left the

young man alone on the sidewalk to reflect on the shame some more.
He would walk to school and wait for the principal, he had never met, to

call him to the office.
That call never came.
He was safe from further prosecution, even if it was self-prescribed.
There was not a pardon from the gallows he had just escaped.
The hangman was not to meet his company for a couple of days.
The devilish figure, but without claws and horns, was making final prepa-

rations without a noose.
His tools of the trade were ultimate forms of intimidation and he was about

to steal this young person’s soul for almost three decades.
In the end, forgiveness would became justice and the power shifted.
The young man was finally alive and free, and so proud to be.
Decades have passed since the young man rode the rollercoaster of

emotional torment.
Present days there appears to be efforts abound to raise awareness of

the long term effects of bullying and violence.
What is not sinking in and getting through.
There is reporting in the media which details the cowardly acts of bullies

and the ongoing harassment.
These acts do not just apply to schools.
We see them in community, workplaces and politics .
Some have ventured to say violent crimes are down and so is bullying.
Statistics can lie when the “code of silence” says so.
The stories that are not always printed are the lost victims who perished

at their own hand.
There are walking wounded who are crying out in silence and they can

also be a ticking time bomb.
Emotionally they are taxed and I must tell them from the heart: “It is not

your fault and please do not carry the shame and pain of others”.
Peace in yourself is to let go of the shame because that is how you first

defeat the bullies.
Be proud, hold your head up and love yourself for everything you are and

can be. Faults, fears, gifts and all.
There are people in every community who do care and respect you as

long as you are committed to the positives.
To the bullies the same applies.
Try the other side and let go of the influences and the negative attitude

that keeps you lashing out at others and most of all talk about it to someone
you respect.

I know. I am an expert on this path because I let go of the fear.
Someone once said to me I would never amount to anything.
Having a reader finish this column means everything as you can impact

the planet one person at a time.
They were wrong.
But I will not bully them for it.
We all deserve to be safe and respected.
Especially within the walls of our schools.

David Heard can be reached at:
astepintimeaurora@Yahoo.com 

Heard About Town
Bullying

By David Heard
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Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

PO58005CN State Farm • Home Offices Aurora, Ontario • Statefarm.ca™

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Took Driver Training  
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).
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Reader makes case for town ward system
To the editor,

We have been following
the letters to the editor in
your newspaper regarding
the pros and cons of estab-
lishing a ward system for
Aurora.

To date the letters pub-
lished on the subjects seem
to contain discussion of all
types of issues but have not
really addressed why the
ward system should be con-
sidered.

Having only lived in the
Aurora area for the last 10
years we were puzzled by
the lack of a ward system

when we first moved here.
During our time here we

have had two issues we felt
should be addressed by the
Town but when we raised
them with several council-
lors we could get no one to
advocate for us.

In our previous neigh-
bourhood we were able to
contact our ward councillor -
get his/her input, advice and
comments on our issue and
often get a solution or their
representation at council on
our behalf.

At election time the citi-
zens within the ward could
decide who to cast their vote

for depending on the plat-
form of the competing per-
sons running.

In other words, we had
choice based on the particu-
lar candidate’s platform for
the area and whether we
approved of it or not.

We could cast our ballot
on an informed basis of
neighbourhood issues
important to us.

The councillor worked
hard to understand the
neighbourhood and was
supported or not supported
accordingly.

They understood the
neighbourhood issues and

were more effective as a
result - things got done.

The purpose of this letter
is not to take anything away
from the elected councillors
currently serving Aurora but
it is obviously difficult for
them to distinguish them-
selves as to where they
stand on the local issues
facing the community.

Their electoral platforms
were all very general and
quite similar - “lower taxes,
better government and a
more harmonious council,
etc.”

There is no doubt that
some do work for specific

neighbourhoods that can get
their attention but it is hap-
hazard at best.

During the last election
there was a large number of
well-meaning candidates
running.

How to make a decision
to cast our vote?

Despite attending All-
Candidate meetings and
reading most of their litera-
ture the decisions as to who
to vote for were very difficult
because of the similarity of
their positions.

What was more troubling
was when asked, most did
not know our neighbourhood
or have any understanding
of our issues.

Would voter turnout
increase is we had a ward
system?

I believe it would as the
voters would be more
involved.

We live in a new area and
our neighbours comment,
“we have never had a tele-
phone call from a councillor.”

“We have never received
personally addressed mail
from a councillor.”

“We have never received
a visit from a councillor.

“When we do go to vote
we look down the list of
names, we put our X  beside
a candidate we have talked
to at an all-candidates meet-
ing or choose one who we
think has been most visible.”

“We don’t know who rep-
resents us.” 

Comments like these
indicate voters are discon-
nected from their represen-
tatives.

There are many resi-
dents of Aurora, both new
and old, who feel the time
has come for the town to
move to a ward system.

They feel the need to
connect with their council-
lors who can truly represent
them - only a ward system
will allow us to do this.

John Greenhough
Aurora

What happened to downtown
Aurora, reader wants to know
To the editor,

Re: Man uses photos to
describe downtown (The
Auroran, letters to the edi-
tor, March 16).

On Page 6, of this issue
of The Auroran, there are
pictures which tell this read-
er that the downtown of
Aurora is becoming a ghost
town.

Businesses are closing
down and building vacancy
rates soar; while other build-

ings are deteriorating.
What has happened to

Aurora, the "jewel" of the
province?

Under the watch of the
recent town administration,
the central core area of
Aurora has gone downhill
and remained underdevel-
oped.

A local businessman,
who runs a hardware store
in the area, speaks up at a
Council Chamber meeting,
asking for some action to

restore the poor image of
the downtown area.

Here, speaking from day-
to day experience, he is told
that "the council is working
hard for our downtown busi-
nesses."

Really?  Where then, is
the proof?

It is quite clear, the pho-
tographs, by Wayne
Hemington, are worth a
thousand words, here,
which slam these state-
ments, by the town's admin-
istration.

The Town's administra-
tion allowed for the Big Box
stores to be built along
Wellington, towards the 404
Highway.

During the short debate
to allow the Big Box stores,
not enough time or consid-
eration to the re-develop-
ment of the downtown core
was discussed.

One of the few develop-
ments, along the Yonge St.

corridor has been a large
gas station, with another
drive through coffee shop.

Maybe residents can
now gas up here and then
leave town?

As Evelyn Buck says in
her article, in the same
issue, the downtown area is
a "blight."

According to this council-
lor, the town has neglected
this area and has not fund-
ed re-development projects
adequately.

Instead of the council
being dysfunctional by bick-
ering over some personali-
ties and tangent issues, it is
time for some positive
action to give the town a
facelift and to boost the
downtown economy.  Will it
take a new administration to
do this?

Most likely!

Jim Jackson
Aurora

Clarification

To say the owner of Hair
Thoughts is upset would be
an understatement.

Last week, on Page 6, the
above photo appeared, main-
ly to point out the “For Rent”
sign in the window of
Blossoms & Bows on
Wellington Street East.

“Not to create an issue
with this great paper, but I
have been getting calls and
walk ins think we are closing.
I sell real estate as well and
our clients thought I closed
down our family run salon to
operate as a realtor full time.
Please can you have this sit-

uation corrected,” Ray Nicolini
wrote.

Nicolini is the agent
responsibile for leasing the
space next door.

“It was to my shock when
a client brought in the paper, it
does look like Hair Thoughts
is included in this situation of
vacancies. I would like a
retraction with our image in
your next publication explain-
ing we are not going any-
where.”

To set the record straight,
Hair Thoughts is alive and
well; Blossoms & Bows is
gone. 
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Canadians have some
impressive financial goals
for 2010. Consider the fol-
lowing, taken from a poll
conducted on behalf of
Edward Jones in Canada:

48% plan to pay down
debt; of this group, 13%
want to pay down their
mortgage faster.

20% plan to increase
their contributions to an
investment account, with
10% saying they will con-
tribute more to their
Registered Retirement
Savings Plan (RRSP). 

Paying down your mort-
gage and saving for retire-
ment are two worthy goals.
But can you work toward
them at the same time?
Ask yourself: Is it a wise
move to make extra mort-
gage payments or should I
put that money into my
RRSP instead? Let’s con-
sider the pros and cons of
making larger-than-neces-
sary mortgage payments.
First, the “pro” side:

You’ll pay less in interest
over the long term. Over
the course of a few
decades, the interest you
pay on your mortgage
could equal, or exceed, the
mortgage amount itself.
The sooner you pay off
your mortgage, the less
you’ll pay in interest.

You’ll realize more equi-
ty when you sell your
home. The less you owe on

your house, the greater the
equity in your pocket when
you sell it. 

You could get a psycho-
logical benefit. If you can
pay off your mortgage, you
may feel as though a bur-
den has been lifted.

Now, let’s examine the
“cons” of paying down your
mortgage early:

You might sacrifice
investment returns. If you
paid off a fixed-rate mort-
gage of 5%, you are essen-
tially “earning” a 5% return.
But if you could find an
investment — such as the
securities held inside your
RRSP — that earned more
than 5%, you might be bet-
ter off putting your money
there. Of course, there’s no
guarantee on the earnings
you’ll get from your RRSP,
but your returns will, in
effect, be boosted by the
RRSP’s tax-deferred envi-
ronment. Furthermore, you
get an immediate tax break
on your annual contribu-
tions. 

You’ll tie up cash in an
illiquid investment. If your
employment should be
threatened or you face
some large, unexpected
expenses, you may need
quick access to a large
amount of cash — and it’s
harder to get money out of
your home than it is from
your savings and invest-
ments. 

You’ll risk being under-
diversified. If you put all
your money in your house,
and the housing market
slumps, your net worth
might suffer more than if
you had spread your
money among a variety of
assets, such as stocks,
bonds and mutual funds.
While diversification, by
itself, cannot guarantee a
profit or protect against
loss, it can help reduce the
effects of volatility.

Clearly, paying down
your mortgage early offers
some significant benefits
— but it could also incur
some significant costs, par-
ticularly in the area of sav-
ing for retirement. And
since you could be retired
for two or three decades,
you may want to take full
advantage of your RRSP,
your Tax-Free Savings
Account (TFSA) and other
retirement savings vehi-
cles.           

Ultimately, the mort-
gage-versus-retirement
question is a highly person-
al one and does not lend
itself to easy solutions. But
it’s not necessarily an
either-or situation. You
could, for example,
increase your RRSP contri-
bution and use your tax
refund to make an extra
mortgage payment each
year. It’s your choice — so
make it a good one. 

MICHAEL P COMEAU 
(905) 726-9976
15140 YONGE STREET 
SUITE 2 
AURORA, ON L4G 1M2

Speed Up Mortgage Payments 
or Contribute to an RRSP?

Submitted by Michael P. Comeau
Financial Advisor

GET THE HEAT TO YOUR FEET

FAN MAN
Fabulous Lighting with 
4,000 sq. ft. of showroom

 
Tues. , Wed., Thur., Fri. and Sat. – 10 - 5 

or by appointment 
www.thefanman.ca

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

SAVE MONEY ON HYDRO 

• NEW HOURS •

Dinner for

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4-4-SPECIALSPECIAL 3232$$

• 4 Egg Rolls 
• Sweet and Sour Chicken Balls 
• Honey Garlic Breaded Spare Ribs 
• Beef With Broccoli 
• Chicken Chow Mein 
• Chicken Fried Rice

Business Hours 
Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm

Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm

Since 1969

.95.95

Join my campaign team 
by calling

416-888-0173
Nigel Kean or email: nigelkean@aol.com

Join my camp
by ca

416-888
Nigel Kean or email: nigelk

Experienced in Politics 
Background in business

KEAN for AURORA MAYOR

Marker shouldn’t be near marsh, she says
To the editor,

I grew up in Aurora, as did
generations of my family; and I
return to Aurora frequently.

A relative forwards me The
Auroran and I look forward to
reading it.

I particularly like the photos
and articles about Aurora of the

past.
In your March 9 edition of

The Auroran, there was an arti-
cle on Page 19 about "Ben and
Ildi to be etched in stone".

I am aware of these persons
and their ongoing efforts to pro-
tect the environment.

I have often heard of the
$15,000 and in the past I saw

collection jars in local stores, but
none of the money raised has
ever gone to the McKenzie
Marsh.  

The St. John's Boardwalk
Project was a separate, publicly
funded project.

The McKenzie Wetlands
were developed and paid for pri-
vately by my parents, Gord and
Heather McKenzie, on the site of
a family farm.

Heather McKenzie and the
late Gord McKenzie lived on the
property for many years, and
now my youngest brother and
his family live on the property.

Gary McKenzie now main-
tains this property.

If the town chooses to pay for
the commemorative markers, so
be it, but please do not put these
on the public land on the edge of

the McKenzie Marsh.
Put the markers on "other

environmentally significant
areas".

Gord and Heather McKenzie
deserve all the credit for these
wonderful wetlands and no one
else. Markers for anyone else
should be put elsewhere.

It is too bad that the town and
region did not review this with the
McKenzie family to determine
the true facts.

I will forward this letter to the
Aurora Town Council as well.

When you drive by the
McKenzie Marsh, think of the
thousands of hours that Gord
McKenzie spent on this wonder-
ful project.

Linda Napier
Scarborough

Restore Petch house,
then sell it, reader says
To the editor,

It is with sadness and disap-
pointment that I read the letters
regarding the Petch house in
Aurora.

Our material heritage from

the early settlers of the country
is almost now non-existent
because of the attitudes of
many Canadians - re: “Pitch
Petch house”, (letter, The
Auroran, March 9).

Yes, it would cost money to

restore it, but I think well worth
it.

Could it not be moved,
restored, historically designated
and then sold privately to
recoup some of the costs?

The Petch house, although

not an important piece of archi-
tecture, is a part of Aurora’s his-
tory that should not be
destroyed.

K. Severs
Aurora

Build trail in Craddock: reader
To the editor,

Attention residents of
Batson, Spruce, Old Yonge
and Walton, the Town of
Aurora wants to hear from the
citizens about creating recre-
ational trails and natural areas.

As a resident of Spruce
Street I suggest Craddock
park would be a great natural
green space with a trail run-
ning through it,  since the
Tannery Creek runs through
the park a pond can be creat-
ed that would attract water
fowl, birds, and small mam-
mals, along with a arboretum

and a playground for young
children.

This would encourage citi-
zens of the area to cut through
the park, from the north end
near old Yonge to the plazas at
the south of the park, avoiding
driving, as they would enjoy
walking through the natural
area, enjoying birds and the
quietness.                                  

As you know at the moment
the park is a soccer field.

This requires regular mow-
ing and fertilizing, but worst of
all, it has no parking facilities.

The sport of soccer has
become so popular that the

field is used every night, includ-
ing five weekend tournaments
a year.

As we all know this causes
traffic chaos.

Batson can only accommo-
date about a dozen legally
parked cars, usually there are
three times as many vehicles,
and drivers have no considera-
tion where they park.

They are endangering the
lives of the residents in the
neighbourhood that have to
drive or walk in this area, when
these games are being played.

I encourage residents of
this area to help create a beau-

tiful, natural green space for all
to use and enjoy, while reduc-
ing traffic congestion caused by
the current situation. 

To voice your opinion and
comments please contact or
email jtree@e-aurora.ca.

N. Mozzetti
Aurora

Visit with us at Arboretum meeting
To the editor,

Earth Hour has become a
popular way of sharing concern
for the world, and of focussing
our attention on the importance
of electricity in modern life.

We "power down" in our
home, and know that many
other Aurorans do so, too.

Perhaps as you celebrate
Earth Hour you may feel moved
to look for something more to do
as an ongoing positive contribu-
tion toward nature and the envi-
ronment.

There are many local oppor-
tunities to make a difference.

One is the Aurora
Community Arboretum, where
there are a number of needs for
volunteer help.

To learn more about
progress in Aurora's 100-acre
Arboretum you are warmly wel-
comed to come out to "Meet and
Greet", ACA's annual report to
the community, on March 29th
at the Aurora Town Hall at 7.30
p.m.

Here you will have the
chance to learn about what the
Arboretum volunteers have
done over the past years, what
the plans are for 2010, meet
Arboretum volunteers, and learn
more about the tasks to be
done.

We will have a number of
tree planting opportunities this
year, as well as lots of work in
looking after newly planted trees
(they need special care during
their first few years) and other
maintenance.

As well we need help in
developing more educational
signs and programs and in a
variety of other organizational

tasks.
We look forward to welcom-

ing you, and to sharing a coffee,
snacks and conversation with
you on Monday the 29th.

To learn more about the

Arboretum and our programs
please visit us at:
www.auroraarboretum.ca.

John Clement
Arboretum Board Member
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Our Specialty is Gourmet Foods – Cheeses, Pat , Hors d’Oeuvres, Lobster Tails, Crab Legs, Fresh Fish 

 EASTER IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER! 
 Turkey with all the trimmings     Beef  

 Chicken      Lamb      Ham  
Call now to place your order: 905-727-2288. 

More than 80 
varieties of  

FROZEN ENTRÉES  
and MEAT PIES 

Buy SIX —  
get ONE FREE! 

Don’t forget… 
We have KAWARTHA 
DAIRY ICE CREAM! 

 

Multicultural Society of Pakistani Canadians presented a $40,000 cheque to
Southlake Regional Health Centre at a party held at the Aurora home of Kam
Sadiq Wednesday. The funds were raised at a dinner held late last year.
Participating in Wednesday’s presentation were, left to right, Qasim Choksi, a
board member of the MSPC; Mr. Sadiq, Chair of the MSPC; Dan Carriere, CEO
and President of Southlake; Jim Lovie, Chair of the board of the SHHC
Foundation; Neila Poscente CEO and President of the SHRC Foundation;
Frank Klees, MPP Newmarket-Aurora; John Tory, former leader of the
Progressive Conservation party in Ontario; Armand LaBarge, Chief of the
York Regional Police; and Newmarket Councillor Victor Woodhouse.

Auroran photo by Ron Wallace

Aurora convenience store
loses right to sell tobacco

Five Star Convenience
Store on McClellan Way
near Bathurst has been
handed a six-month ban on
selling any tobacco prod-
ucts after receiving a prohi-
bition order from the
Region of York for non-com-
pliance with the Smoke
Free Ontario Act.

"It's an automatic prohi-
bition that was issued on
that store so they lose the
opportunity to sell ciga-
rettes or any other tobacco
product for a period of six
months," said Jennifer
Weaver, Senior Tobacco
Control Officer for the
Region.

The Ministry of Health
Promotion issued the prohi-
bition March 10.   

"The first conviction took
place in October of 2007
and the second conviction
took place in April 2009,"
she said. "This is as a result

of the two convictions."
Five Star Convenience

was found to be in non-
compliance after selling
tobacco to underage test
shoppers sent by the
Region.

"The tobacco team goes
out and provides two edu-
cational visits each year to
each vendor," said Ms.
Weaver. "In addition to that,
we also do two tests with
test shoppers each year, so
those are checks we do
each year with kids aged
15-17. 

"They go into tobacco
vendors and attempt to pur-
chase tobacco. If they are
successful, we go back in
and speak to the person
who sold the cigarettes and
at that time it is decided,
depending on whether it is
a brand new premise,
whether there will be a
warning issued or whether

there would be charges
laid. 

"In both these particular
cases there was education
done with the premise
many times and subse-
quently there were sales
afterwards and they were
charged."

Management for Five
Star Convenience declined
to comment on the matter.

According to Ms.
Weaver, from the time peri-
od of January to June 2009,
Aurora had 27 tobacco ven-
dors in town and two of
them sold to the test buy-
ers.

"That is a seven per cent
non-compliance rate in
Aurora," she said. "Overall
among nine municipalities
there is a 10 per cent non-
compliance rate, so York
Region had 10 per cent of
its tobacco vendors sell to
kids."

3rd annual music 
night features 
Aurora groups

The 3rd Annual
Princesspalooza - a night of
live music, dancing, food,
cash bar, friends, and fun - is
scheduled for Saturday, April
17th from 8 p.m. until mid-
night.

Two Aurora bands –
Delayne Drive and Thursday
Night Jam - will be featured
at the Tuscany Event Centre
on Edward Street, the new
home of The Roving Chef.

Delayne Drive, consisting
of Bob Goss, Brad Sinclair,
Dan Kaniuk, Dave Pilkey,
John Doyle, and Steve
Cooke, play classic rock and
rhythm and blues.

The Thursday Night Jam,
a 14-piece band headed by
Steve Falk, is a popular
funk/disco dance band that

has played numerous events
in the Aurora area for over
10 years – including the
Aurora Street Dance and the
recent Mardi Gras Southlake
fundraiser.

Tickets may be pur-
chased in advance by email-
ing terriprice@rogers.com or
calling Terri Price at 905-
727-0462.

At $50 a person, they
may also be purchased at
the Tuscany Event Centre,
222 Edward Street, call 905-
727-0600.

Princesspalooza is
organized as a fundraiser
and funds raised will be
donated to The Ride To
Conquer Cancer benefiting
the Princess Margaret
Hospital.  
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This Month’s 

Purchase any Natura or 
Natura Kidz Mattress Set and 

and 
receive                         

Mulock

St. John’s

.tS egnoY

Mandarin 
Plaza

X

www.sweetdreamzzz.ca

905-235-DREAM (3732) • 16635 Yonge Street, Newmarket (Near the Mandarin)

tSS
YY

Natura Kidz Mattress Set andNatura Kidz Mattress Set and 

d
receivve

PAY NO TAX
danandd 

e               2 FREE PILLOWS!
Ends March 31, 2010 

NEW SALES ONLY

75 MARY ST., AURORA 905-713-2317

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

 
is in the air 

so now is the time to so now is the time to 
book your...book your...

Please visit us at the Newmarket Home Show, Please visit us at the Newmarket Home Show, 

IINGROUND LINER INGROUND LINER 
INSTALLATION INSTALLATION 

POOL 
OPENING 
ABOVE GROUND ABOVE GROUND 
INSTALLATION INSTALLATION 

     SPA LINE-UP     SPA LINE-UP 
New arrivals are here!New arrivals are here!

Celebrating
17 Years 

in Business

20102010
March 26, 27, and 28March 26, 27, and 28

Don Smith
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Business Features

i

Rec Cycle N’ Sports!
15483 Yonge St. Aurora, across from Howard Johnson Hotel 

Main Location:

 LACROSSE 
DISCOUNT TO ALL!
20%

BEAT THE RUSH...
Spring BIKE TUNE-UPS

Only
39  99

+parts
& taxes

$

ONGOING... 

905-841-5757

1-866-980-8037 • 15783 YONGE ST., AURORA AUTO CAMPUS • www.highlandgm.com
CHEV • CADILLAC • CHEVY TRUCKS

* Payments are bi-weekly and include all taxes and fees, lic. extra. Based on 
$1000 down @ 8.95% for 60 months. Interest rate may vary.

• Manufacturer’s warranty
• 150 + point inspection
• 30-day/2500 km no-hassle
   exchange privilege
• 24-hour roadside assistance

Cliff Sifton
37 Years
President

Ron VandeBeek
37 Years

Vice President

Gary Sleep
18 Years • General 

Sales Manager

Jennifer Copley
13 Years

Sales Manager

Larry O’Hallarn
18 Years

Sales & Leasing

Peter Mosley
18 Years

Sales & Leasing

Johnny MacFadden
5 Years

Sales & Leasing

Garry Allen
6 Years

Sales & Leasing

Wayne Russell
4 Years

Sales & Leasing

David Veitch
12 Years

Leasing Manager

Jonathan Richardson
5 Years

Financial Services
Manager

Drew Hrbak
Sales

Manager

Frank Britt
Sales &
Leasing

Brandon Peluso
Sales &
Leasing

Gary McGuire
Sales &
Leasing

Madat Hirji
Sales &
Leasing

WELLINGTON EAST Aurora

YO
NG

E 
ST

. 

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD

The All-new 2010 Chevy Camaro... 
Inviting, indeed!

6-speed
automatic 

transmission 
with 
TAP 

shift Manual
Shift Control

available 

6 standard air bags • XM satellite radio 

304 hp, 3.6L 
V6 engine 

6-speed
manual 

transmission 
standard

4-wheel disc brakes with ABS • 18 inch heritage steel wheels 

OnStar® with 1 year of the Safe and Sound Plan including 
STOLEN VEHICLE TRACKING  
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Richmond Hill Subaru
11645 Yonge Street 

Richmond Hill
(905) 883-3555

Proudly supporting local sports 

Richmond Hill Subaru 
11645 Yonge Street, Richmond Hill

905-883-3555 • www.newroads.ca

KING ROAD

STOUFFVILLE RD.

B
AT

H
U

R
S

T
S

T.

Y
O

N
G

E
S

T.

19TH AVE.

ELGIN MILLS RD. E.

Richmond Hill Subaru
11645 Yonge Street 

Richmond Hill
(905) 883-3555

N

House League
801 Florida Red A.D.C Aluminum 3.

802 Boston Gold Manhattan Trophies 3.

1008 Philly Orange Aurora Home
Hardware 5 - Taran McGowan 3G, James
Chappell 1G, Sheldon Rivard 1G 2A,
Christian Davies 1A, Nick Gundert 1A,
Marlon Young 1A. 1006 Pittsburgh Black
3 - Matthew Semeredy 1G, Dillon Cappell
2G, Hayden Sands 1A, Jay Lamont 1A,
Ryan Bagshaw 1A, Christopher Waller 1A,
Adam Mulvenna 1A, Jordan Adams 1A.

1007 Pittsburgh Powder Blue 3 -
Aaron Lempinen 2G, Kenton Gamble 1G,
Blair Cuthbert 1A, Tyler Clements 1A,
Adrian Clark 1A, Ryan Taylor 1A. 1003
Toronto White CAA 3 - Chris Dynes 1G,
Evan Campbell 1G, Spencer Palmer 1G,
Kevin McCrudden 1A, Jaret Meron 1A,
Stephen Newby 2A.

1012 Dallas Kelly Green Envirocar 7 -
Michael Morson 2G, Daniel Cervone 1G,
Jake Hindley 1G 1A, Jamie Cherutti 2G,
Adrian Tobin 1G, Liam Martin 1A, Curtis
Stobo 3A, Michael Madigan 1A. 1011
Colorado Burgandy Graystones
Restaurant 2 - Andrew Cosentino 1G 1A,
Ryan Antoniel 1G.

1009 San Jose Tea 3 - Stephen
Thompson 1G, Andrew Mangialardi 2G,
Michael Bar 2A, Paul Keilty 1A, Daniel
Fusco 3A. 1012 Dallas Kelly Green
Envirocar 3 - Daniel Cervone 1G, Dylan
Sutherland 1G, Michael Morson 1G 1A,
Cody Benson 1A, Curtis Stobo 1A, Jamie
Cherutti 1A, Michael Madigan 1A.

1010 Los Angeles Grey 4 - Mikhail
Khamissa 2G, Tristan Miller 1G 1A, Ben
Mulholland 1G, Griffin Slimkowich 1A, Jake
Boyle 2A. 1011 Colorado Burgandy
Graystones Restaurant 3 - Dylan Cross
2G, Lucas Cristillo 1G, Andrew Cosentino
1A, Brandon Giniotis 1A, Josh Bentolila
2A.

1002 Boston Gold 5 - Michael
Mourtzanos 3G, Mark Tanel 1G, Christian
Avolio 1G 1A, Dakota Hendy 1A,  Ryan
Brown 1A. 1006 Pittsburgh Black 3 -
Adam Gitto 1G, Dillon Cappell 2G,
Matthew Pellegrini 1A, Zachary Samonas
1A.

1001 Florida Red 2 - Adam Clark 1G
1A, James Harkin 1A, Kyle McCreedy 1G
1A. 1004 Los Angeles Purple 1 -
Cameron Meikle 1G.

1008 Philly Orange Aurora Home
Hardware 7 - Sheldon Rivard 1G 1A,
Tanner Brewer 1G, Christian Davies 1G,
Taran McGowan 3G 2A, Brett Richardson
1G 2A, Egan Fennell 2A, James Chappell
1A, Branden Bortolin 1A, Marlon Young 2A.
1013 St. Louis White 5 - Jamie Hawkins
1G 2A, Spencer George 1G 2A, Chris

O'Hara 1G 1A, Nick Di Nallo 1G 2A,
Kamran Karamchi 1G.

1003 Toronto White CAA 4 - Matthew
Miller 3G, Ian Weston 1G 3A, Adam Reid
1A. 1005 St. Louis Blue Sentia 2 - Marcel
Lamanna 2G, Andrew Osmond 1A, Robert
Denault 1A.

Rep League
Novice AE Aurora  Tigers 5 - Justin

Harbaruk 1G 2A, Luke Catania 2G, Owen
Romano 1G, Thomas Childerhose 1G, Alex
Sandras 1A,  Evan Robertson 1A, Rony
Wahab 1A. East Gwillimbury Eagles 1.

Newmarket 5. Novice AE Aurora
Tigers 4 - Rony Wahab 1G 1A, Anthony
Iacovetta 1G,1A, Justin Harbaruk 1G 1A,
Luke Catania 1G, Jack Patterson 1A,
Harris Goan 1A, Owen Romano 1A.

Barrie Colts 2. Atom AA Aurora
Tigers 1 - Brennan Young 1G, Devlin
Kauffeldt 1A, Philip Wolanski 1A.

Minor Peewee AE Aurora Tigers 4 -
Nicolas Pearce 1G, Tyler Williams 2G,
Christian Arcuri 2A, Matthew MacDonald
1A, Nicholas Sansalone 1G. Georgina 1,

Georgina 4. Minor Peewee AE Aurora
Tigers 2 - Tyler Williams 2G, Michael
Jollimore 1A, Connor Downs 1A.

Richmond Hill 3. Peewee AA Aurora
Tigers 0.

Richmond Hill 5. Peewee AA Aurora
Tigers 4 - Eddie Duffy 2G, David O'Connor
1A, Nathan Romanchych 1G 2A, Andrew
Klinowski 1A, Braeden Kublick 1G, Will
Thompson 1A.

Barrie Colts 2. Peewee AE Aurora
Tigers 1.

Barrie Colts 7. Minor Bantam AA
Aurora Tigers 3 - Spencer Green 2G,
Quentin Campbell 1G, Lucas Pozzebon
2A, Nick Scott 1A, Erik Balkovec 1A, Matt
Iwai 1A.

Minor Bantam AA Aurora Tigers 3 -
Lucas Pozzebon 1G, Liam Coll 1G 1A,
Matt Iwai 1G, Spencer Green 3A, Nic
Delzotto 1A. Barrie 1.

Minor Bantam AA Aurora Tigers 5 -
Konner McMillan 2G, Quentin Campbell 1G
1A, Lucas Pozzebon 1G, Spencer Green
1G, Brett Thiessen 1A, Liam Coll 1A, Blake
Wallace 1A, Tait Snedden 1A. Newmarket
2.

Bantam AA Aurora  Tigers 3. TNT 2.

Minor Midget AA Aurora Tigers 2.
Richmond Hill 1.

Richmond Hill 4. Midget AE Aurora
Tigers 1.

AURORA MINOR 
HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
Results to Sunday, March 21

Aurora Minor 
Hockey Association

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING

2010/2011 REGISTRATION AND REP TRYOUTS

(AAA, AA, A, AE, SELECT)

Registration for the 2010-2011 hockey season will begin online APRIL 9TH, and in

person on APRIL 14TH.

Please refer to our website www.auroraminorhockey.net for further information.

Registration fees for the 2010/2011 season are:

$500.00 (Tyke to Minor Midget)

$535.00 (Midget

The AMHA will accept children born in 2004 for our Tyke Hockey Program.

It is recommended that they have either taken skating lessons

Or completed one year of Opti Hockey.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A PERMISSION TO SKATE FOR AAA TRYOUTS CANNOT BE PROVIDED UNTIL

APRIL 12TH (after the completion of the OHF Championships).

In order to receive a permission to skate or tryout for an AMHA Rep Team (AA, A, AE,

SELECT) PLEASE NOTE:

1)      You must reside in Aurora or reside in a right of choice area (refer to OMHA

website for information on right of choice areas).

2)      You must be registered with the AMHA and the fee paid in full.

IF YOU ARE A NEW RESIDENT OF AURORA, YOU WILL NEED TO COMPLETE

THE NECESSARY TRANSFER PAPERWORK PRIOR TO REGISTRATION.

PLEASE ALLOW 2-4 WEEKS FOR THIS PROCESS.

For those requiring registration for AAA tryouts, the AMHA office will be open: 

TUES APRIL 6          WED APRIL 7           THURS APRIL 8             SAT APRIL 10

11AM – 3PM              11AM – 3PM              11AM – 3PM                10AM  - 1PM

7PM – 9PM

DURING THESE AMHA OFFICE HOURS WE WILL ONLY REGISTER THOSE WHO

REQUIRE A PERMISSION TO SKATE.

AMHA Rep tryouts will begin on April 27TH.  Once the schedule is confirmed it will be

posted on the website.
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297 WELLINGTON ST. E.    

www.fixmycar.ca

Need your car 
serviced? 

ATTENTION 
COMMUTERS

Just leave it with us 
for the day and we will 

drop you off, and pick you up 
from the Aurora GO Station 
with our new shuttle service. 

we like to make life a little easier
by providing free shuttle service, 

expert technicians, excellent 
nation-wide warranty and... 

ON NOW 
SEE STORE FOR 

DETAILS

TIRE SALE 
HUGE 

• Tune-ups • Oil, lube and filter 
• Tire rotation 
• Transmission maintenance 
• Wheel balance 
• Computer alignment 
• Cooling system maintenance 
• Timing belt replacement 
• Belts and hose inspection... 
                                                     and more

TEL. 905-841-8105AURORA

Experts in:

        At

Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GGARDINER MILLER ARNOLD LLP 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORSS  

Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com
G A M 

390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel:  416-363-2614   Fax:  416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-9361 (Aurora Line) Gerry Miller 

Managing Partner 

14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

         905-841-1030
Direct: 416-460-0453 HONESTY and INTEGRITY

GOOD OLD FASHIONED HARD WORK

BROKERAGE

MARTIN READ

www.martinread.ca

Sales Representative

The Right Choice

“TOP PRODUCER 2009”

March break activities were plentiful in Aurora last week, and action at the new Cultural Centre proved
it. Alexandra Lent, right, shows Dustyn MacNeill a few tricks of the trade as the centre presented Fall,
Fight, Fence and Fumble. Auroran photo by David Falconer

Aurora girl, 16, selected
to carry Paralympic Torch

While many people in
Aurora were initially
stumped on what to do
with their evenings after
the Olympics drew to a
close, the excitement was
just beginning for one
Aurora resident. 

Kaitlyn Lenchak, 16,
was chosen by RBC to
carry the Paralympic Torch
in Toronto recently. 

Diagnosed with spastic
diplegia cerebral palsy at
the age of one, the St.
Maximilian Kolbe student
and active Easter Seals
ambassador proudly car-
ried the torch on her walk-
er through Nathan Phillips
Square.

Ms. Lenchak appeared
before Town Council a
week ago to share her
experiences. 

"I was honoured to carry
the Paralympic torch," she
said. "It was just an amaz-
ing honour and feeling to
have. That my school came
down to support me and
cheer for me was just
amazing.

"Not a lot of people get
to carry the torch. [If you
get] a once in a lifetime
opportunity you might as
well go for it. It was pretty
heavy, actually. When I first
held it, it was about three
pounds and we attached it
on my walker with this
apparatus and it was pretty
cool."

Friends and fellow stu-
dents alike shared in Ms.
Lenchak's excitement, she
said, as they scrambled to
touch the torch.  

"It was an amazing feel-
ing and I can't thank
Easter Seals enough for
nominating me," she said. 

Aurora Mayor Phyllis
Morris presented Ms.
Lenchak with a certificate
congratulating her on her
achievement.  

Ms. Lenchak also took
the opportunity to encour-

age people to get into the
Paralympic spirit, as she
feels the event is unfairly
overshadowed by its mam-
moth Olympic counterpart. 

"You had mentioned
that you know not as many
people pay attention to the
Paralympics as the
Olympic Games, but if peo-
ple watched they would be
pleasantly surprised and
even amazed," said Mayor
Morris in introducing Ms.
Lenchak to councillors.

"Not a lot of people
watch it because the
Olympics are more hyped
up than the Paralympics,"
replied Ms. Lenchak. "But
if you watch the
Paralympics it's pretty
intense when you see guys
who are paralyzed from
the waist down ski down
hills and do tricks and
stuff."

The 2010 Paralympic
Games opened in Vancouver
on Friday March 12 and ran
through March 21. 
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Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

Water Softening, Purification, 
Filtration & Sterilization Units

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Monday night
playoff results

Championship Round

GAME 1       GAME 2 GAME 3
GF   GA       GF    GA           GF   GA    PTS

Highland’s 1      3          2      5        0
Rec Sports    3 1 3       0 4
Law Insurance          5 1 0       3 2
Baldwin’s 1 5 5       2        2

Consolation Round
Priestly 4 1 0 3  2
Tom & Jerry’s 1 4 2 8 0
FPL                          5 0 3 0 4
Masterclean              0 5 8 2 2

WEEKLY RESULTS

   Entered in the Peewee BB hockey tournament in Burlington recently, the Aurora Panthers came up with
all the marbles. They are, goalies Kate Harkin and Jenna Alessandrini. In the front row, left to right are
Celeste Wloka, Haley Donovan, Alyssa Lipari, Leah Dubeau, Kate Barber, Sydney Bongard, Rachel Duffy,
Lauren Hjelholt and Rebecca Kolarich. In the back row, left to right are Maddy Collard, Claire Penstone,
Meghan Patterson and Kelsey Irwin. Staff is comprised of David Patterson, assistant, Cynthia
Alessandrini, trainer, Steve Irwin, manager, Mark Dubeau, Coach, and Dave Lipari, assistant. Missing
when the photo was taken were John St. Germain, assistant, Jamie St. Germain and Samantha Curci.
Aurora got to the finals after defeating the Barrie Sharks 2-1 in a shootout. They then won the final game,
blanking the Orangeville Tigers 1-0.

Organization marks end
of busy period with growth

Neighbourhood Network,
which was established more
than two years ago, had by
year's end grown to nearly
2,000 volunteer members and
135 partner organizations.

The following are some of
the events, highlights and
achievements from the past
year: Neighbourhood Network
celebrated its one-year anniver-
sary on January 15th by provid-
ing volunteer members with free
tickets to a Newmarket
Hurricanes' home game.

Neighbourhood Network
volunteers were treated to a pre-
game reception and received a
special anniversary gift. 

In January, 2009, the group
sponsored a co-op student in
the final year of studies at
Aurora High School. The co-op
placement ended in May. 

Beginning in 2009,
Neighbourhood Network made
the boardroom at its office avail-
able to partner organizations for
meetings. During the course of
the year, seven organizations
booked more than 40 meetings.

During the month of April,
Neighbourhood Network's
Ambassadors and committee
members visited high schools in
Aurora and Newmarket and
made presentations about vol-
unteer opportunities with the
network.

Neighbourhood Network
founder Belinda Stronach
kicked off National Volunteer
Week with the announcement
of a number of new
Neighbourhood Network initia-
tives, including the launch of a
pilot Lawn Maintenance
Program to help low-income
seniors and disabled residents
take care of their properties dur-
ing the spring, summer and fall;
the administration of two previ-
ously existing community pro-
grams, and the annual Aurora
Seniors’ Centre barbecue. 

On April 23rd, during
National Volunteer Week, more
than 30 Pickering College stu-
dents descended on the
Neighbourhood Network office
for a day of canvassing in
Newmarket and Aurora.

Students distributed more

than 10,000 flyers that informed
residents about Neighbourhood
Network and promoted volun-
teerism.

The Aurora Air Cadets deliv-
ered door hangers with an invi-
tation to a June 14th barbecue
for the residents of a new subdi-
vision at Bayview and
Wellington in Aurora. The barbe-
cue was hosted by
Neighbourhood Network. 

Neighbourhood Network
sponsored Belinda's Barbecue
on June 25th in support of The
Aurora Seniors’ Centre.

Belinda and other members
of the Neighbourhood Network
team grilled hamburgers and
sausages, with all proceeds
going to The Aurora Seniors’
Centre. 

In June, Neighbourhood
Network announced the 2009
recipients of the Give Back
Award - a $500 cash prize
donated annually to one male
and one female student at every
high school in Aurora and
Newmarket.

The award is presented to
students in their final year of
school who have given back to
their community and who have
made a positive contribution to
fellow students and citizens.  

Neighbourhood Network
hosted its second annual
Volunteer Recognition barbe-
cue September 17th at the
Magna head office in Aurora.

More than 300
Neighbourhood Network volun-
teer members and representa-
tives of partner organizations
enjoyed food and refreshments
as well as musical entertain-
ment provided by The Coyotes.

At the Volunteer Recognition
barbecue, Belinda announced
the 10 local charities and com-
munity groups that received a
$5,000 donation as part of the
first ever Neighbourhood
Network Community Funding
program.

The recipient organizations
were: ABLE Network, Royal
Canadian Legion, Big Brothers
Big Sisters of York, Doane
House Hospice, Inn From the
Cold, Mothers Against Drunk
Driving (MADD), The

Safehaven Project for
Community Living, Women's
Centre of York Region, York
North Basketball Association
and York Region Food Network. 

On September 25th,
Neighbourhood Network volun-
teers assisted in the clean-up
and painting of sites in the Town
of Aurora that had been defaced
by graffiti. 

Neighbourhood Network
hosted another successful sem-
inar for its partner organizations
October 2nd at the Aurora
Public Library.

Neighbourhood Network
moved to a new office on 14988
Yonge Street in Aurora on
October 30th.  

The network hosted an infor-
mation booth at the 2009 Crime
Prevention Trade Show with
York Regional Police on
November 6th and 7th. 

Neighbourhood Network
launched its second annual
Snow Removal Program on
November 16th aimed at help-
ing low-income seniors and dis-
abled residents clear snow from
their driveways and walkways.

The program matches vol-
unteer snow shovellers from the
community with eligible resi-
dents in Newmarket and
Aurora.

In its first year of operation,
the Snow Removal Program
helped more than 30 residents
in Newmarket and Aurora. 

Neighbourhood Network
launched a major volunteer
recruitment effort to help the
local Salvation Army with its
annual Kettle Drive, the charity's
major fundraising campaign that
ran from November 28th to
December 24th.

Neighbourhood Network
took part in the Aurora Santa
Claus Parade on November
28th. 

It officially opened its new
office on December 1st and
launched its second annual
Holiday Toy Drive on behalf of
children and families in
Newmarket and Aurora.

Neighbourhood Network
hosted a year-end volunteer
appreciation night on December
17th at a Newmarket

Hurricanes home game. During
the second-period intermission,
Neighbourhood Network
Ambassadors Tim Jones of
Aurora and Tom Taylor from
Newmarket took part in a "Toss
the Ham Challenge", with the
frozen hams later being donated
to local food banks. 

Rec Sports 3            FPL Aggregates      3
Law Insurance 0            Priestly Demolition    0

Masterclean       8            Baldwin’s                  5

Tom & Jerry’s     2            Highland’s                2



SPRING
LIGHTING 

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5 
Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted

 
15570 Yonge Street 

Aurora, On

The Light Spot

(905) 727-7347

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store

of styles 
to choose from!

100’s 

CLEARANCE

Hurry in for best selection

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

Items await shoppers at Trinity Anglican’s Clothes Closet in Aurora, one of the
town’s best kept secrets. Not all clothes meet the shop standard. Those that
don’t are sent to the Canadian Diabetes Association. 

Clothes Closet is one of 
town’s best kept secrets

One of the best kept
secrets for fashion and bar-
gain lovers is right here in
Aurora.

The Clothes Closet,
located in the rectory of
Trinity Anglican Church on
Victoria Sreet, offers resale
clothing, some with design-
er and high end names like
Ann Taylor, Marc Jacob,
Tommy Hilfiger, Jones of
New York, American Eagle,
and Hollister at a fraction of
their original cost.

And, when you pick up a
bargain, you will be helping
the Church's Benevolence
Program, including
Welcoming Arms and the
Welcome Table. 

The store offers clothing
for the whole family, includ-
ing infants, kids, teens, men
and women's fashions.  

There continues to be an
ever growing need to main-
tain these programs, as
Coordinator Shirley Petrie
explained.

"We aim first and fore-
most to serve those in need
in our community, by provid-
ing decent and affordable
clothing. We also aim to
raise money to assist those
in need, by the income gen-
erated from selling to the
general public," she said.

Currently a team of vol-
unteers from Trinity and
other churches operate the
shop weekday mornings
from 9.30 to 11.30 a.m. and
on alternate Wednesday
evenings.

There is a constant and
growing need for clean, bet-
ter and high end gently
used, in-season clothing.
With a very small amount of
storage space, The Clothes

Closet does not accept
household or furniture
items.

A large clothing dona-
tion box is placed outside

the rectory for drop offs.
Clothes that do not meet

the shop's standards are
picked up by Canadian
Diabetes.  

Fundraiser for shelter
begins at Magna June 7

By BROCK WEIR
Auroran staff

Raising money for the pro-
posed new York Region
Women's Shelter will kick off in
Aurora on June 7, as the Magna
Golf Club hosts the first fundrais-
ing golf tournament for the proj-
ect.

The event, hosted by former
Newmarket-Aurora MP Belinda
Stronach, Executive Vice-Chair
of Magna International, will be
the first step in achieving the pro-
ject's goal of raising $1 million,
according to Newmarket Mayor
Tony Van Bynen. 

"We only have $980,000 to
go," he said.

Construction of the shelter,
which will serve single, home-
less women in York Region, is
tentatively planned to take place
on the south-west corner of
Yonge Street and Sawmill Valley
Drive in Newmarket on land
donated by the Society of
Friends, said Mayor Van Bynen.

"It hasn't been finalized
because there is still some

rezoning we have to go through,"
he said. "That is the site we are
looking at now and we're just
going through the process to see
if the appropriate zoning can be
achieved, and if it would be able
to accommodate the building.
We would do the appropriate
archaeological study and things
like that."

Mayor Van Bynen said the
land donation came out of a pub-
lic meeting with various area faith
groups.

The Society of Friends said
they had an available site on
Yonge Street and donated it
because the goal of providing
shelter for homeless women
aligns with the "philosophical
principles of what the Quakers
stand for."

Although Mayor Van Bynen
calls himself a "perpetual opti-
mist", he says he hopes the
archaeological studies will be
underway "as soon as the frost is
out of the ground" and the proj-
ect will be at the site plan stage
by May or June.

"Once the site plan and

rezoning is done, I'm optimistic
that as early as the fall we might
get started on construction if all
the lights say 'Go'." 

The need for a shelter specif-
ically for homeless women was
first identified "four or five years
ago" by the York Region Alliance
to End Homelessness, according
to Patti Bell, Executive Director of
Blue Door Shelters.

"They developed the first
needs assessment in York
Region," she said. "That the
issue that there are no current
homeless beds in York Region for
single women has been brought
forth very strongly in all our com-
munity plans. 

"The Mayor of Newmarket
and Belinda Stronach have really
championed this big gaping hole
in our services for homeless peo-
ple and wanted to make sure we
filled that hole and actually got
services up and running."

Homeless shelters "of any
nature" take a significant amount
of time to ready, said Ms. Bell,
and a lot of activity was spent
addressing the needs of current
shelters, including Leeder Place
Family Shelter, Porter Place
Men's Shelter, and the York
Region Youth Shelter.

"There is still focus and lots of
work being done in the Region
with the existing homeless shel-
ters and it is not as if we didn't
know we needed a space for sin-
gle women," she continued. "It
was just a case of making sure
there were more community
partners. 

"We've got business people
on a community team, we've got
retired people on a community
team, we've got other service
agencies on a community team,
so we're spending much more
energy being vocal about the
needs and I think that has made
a difference."

When completed, the York
Region Women's Shelter might
provide housing workers to assist
women look for and maintain per-
manent housing, said Ms. Bell.

She also hopes programs will
include education, programs for
re-entry into the work place, as
well as having other agencies
come in and offer their services to
residents. 

Although Ms. Bell said shel-
ters typically take 10 to 15 years
to get underway, she too is opti-
mistic the York Region Women's
Shelter will be up and running
sooner rather than later.

"Now that we have identified a
potential site, if everything goes
well, we're very hopeful it will be
one of the quickest shelters
because, at this point, there is so
much support for it and so much
understanding.

Changes at ACC
Agency to revive the question
of re-allocating the funds away
from the seat replacement
towards other projects at the
location.

"Surprisingly, staff have
been advised that the program
administrator is receptive to
asking the program secretariat
to review a written 'scope
change proposal' submission
from us in short order," he said.
"However, time is of the
essence as we need to com-
plete the project design specifi-
cations and begin the process
of tendering these projects by
the end of March as currently
required by the program."

The washroom and change
room retrofit as well as the win-
dow replacement would still be
$120,000, with the window
replacement accounting for
$50,000 of that.

Staff will continue to main-
tain the existing ACC seating. 

Proposed improvements to
the washroom and change
rooms include new floors and
walls, an acid scrub and re-
grouting of showers, and well
as repainting the walls. 

"The condition of these
washrooms has been a con-
cern for a number of years, but
due to other priorities, this work
has not been brought forward
until today," Mr. Elliott noted. "It
has been managed as a main-
tenance item, doing small
repairs as required."

Mr. Elliott, however, remains
cautious.

"There is no indication or
guarantee that the scope
change request will be
approved," he said. "Staff have
only been told they are recep-
tive to receiving a written
request from us, and that it
would be put through a formal
process once received."

If the request is approved
by RInC, the projects will be ini-
tiated "immediately".

From page 1

Cadets win gold
Cadets Vanessa Papania,

Charlotte Nettie and Catherine
Moogk of 2799 “Queen’s York
Rangers” Royal Canadian Army
Cadet Corps in Aurora, brought
their team to a gold medal finish
during a relay race recently at
the 2010 National Cadet
Biathlon Championship (NCBC)
in Valcartier, Quebec. They fin-
ished the race in 1.27:10. 

Although biathlon is an indi-
vidual sport, teamwork is
required in the relay race.

At the simultaneous depar-
ture, each biathlete must propel
themselves 30 metres, using
only their poles, after which they
can use the skating technique.

The relay zone is an area of
30 metres where the competi-
tors must pass the relay to the
following athlete by tagging
them somewhere on their body
without using skis or poles.

The race is 4.5 km with two
shooting bouts of five rounds for
each competitor. 

Vanessa, 17, has been a
biathlete for four years and is a
two times gold medallist from
the 2009 NCBC.

She completed her leg of the
race in 29:49 missing only one
target.

Her goal is to win two gold
medals at this year’s competi-
tion.

Charlotte, 13, is competing
at the national level for the first
time this year.

She completed the race in
26:52 with three missed targets.

She hopes to win the Nikkie
Keddie award for Top Junior
Athlete.

Catherine, 15, has participat-
ed at the national level since
2008 and finished her leg in
28:29 with two missed shots.
She hopes to come in the top 10
in the senior category.

The Cadet Program has a
membership of more than
50,000 young people across
Canada.

It is a national youth develop-
ment program that provides
tools and activities to prepare
youth for the transition to adult-
hood by instilling the values of fit-
ness, leadership, citizenship,
challenge and fun. 
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Mortgage Expertise 
at your doorstep 

24/7

Furnace & Duct Cleaning 
improve your 

home’s efficiency

 Cleaners & Alterations 

$10    Discount
on $50.00 Dry Cleaning (expires April 30/10)

Pants $3
Winter Jackets $9 

Shirts $1
2 pc. suit $8

302 Wellington St. E. 
(Tim Hortons Plaza)

905-841-9538

Worldwide money transfers 
with an authorized agent and receive a

PHONE CARD

00

99

99

99

59

Bestways

FREE 

�

�

happy to offer this temporary,
transitional service for riders as
we continue our effort to avoid
duplication of transit services,
optimize the transit resources
of our regional transit
providers, and ensure fiscal
responsibility in a tough eco-
nomic climate."

YRT service planning will
look at options for additional
Newmarket to York University
service in the fall.

Students from this area
who attend York are annoyed
that travel time to the school
could double.

Klees told commuters
“there are also a number of
questions remaining as to
details of the revised sched-
ules and services to which
YRT has made commitments.
While I cannot provide those
details at this time, I have been
assured that you will be
advised as soon as possible.”

Klees said the GO Transit
announcement “represents a
significant win for us in our
efforts to secure a resolution to
the changes initially.

“While this is not a perfect
solution, and will mean adjust-

ing to some changes, it does
represent a significant
improvement over what was
originally contemplated by
both GO Transit and YRT,”
Klees said. “Scheduling
changes will improve travel
time and the York University
service from Newmarket
through Aurora, King and
Maple will be continued. I am
pleased that YRT has also
agreed to offer a loyalty incen-
tive of two free monthly passes
to existing GO monthly pass
holders of the 62-Newmarket
B Service.

The Regional Municipality
of York and GO Transit are col-
laborating to meet the needs of
GO customers on the 62-
Newmarket B GO Bus service
as the GO service is phased
out beginning April 3.

YRT will also assume
responsibility for planning serv-
ice from Newmarket to York
University starting in
September, according to the
press release. 

This will continue service
for the towns served by the
current GO trips to York
University including King, the
release said.

From page 1

Commuters
Nice, uh, alligator,
thinks Aurora’s
Natasha Kislev as she
pets “Chopper” dur-
ing a reptile show at
the Aurora Public
Library during the
March break. Mom,
Julie, and Ryan
Carscadden from
Reptilia look on.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer

Symposium planned
at new cultural centre

that are endangered, there
really is nothing here that we
can put on the list," he said.
"We have our own local
issues. Everyone is talking
about the Petch House and
we have no idea where that
will go and if it can be saved
or not. It just wouldn't qualify

for the Heritage Canada list
because while some people
believe that it is of a lot of
importance locally, it would-
n't have that importance on
the national stage."

Mr. McIntyre said be
believes the lack of detail in
the nomination papers
stems from the wide range

of structures and sites that
can be suggested. 

"It's a list that certainly
draws attention to structures
that are endangered."

Marco Ramunno,
Aurora's Director of
Planning, said the fact that
no local sites immediately
sprang to mind is a testa-
ment to Aurora's ongoing
Heritage programs.

"Suggestions [for the
Endangered Places List]
would be wonderful," said
Ms. Smith, saying the public
can express views by sub-
mitting letters or delegations
to the Heritage Advisory
Committee.

The Heritage Canada
Foundation must receive all
nominations by March 31,
and the list is slated for
release in May. 

(905) 841-1030
(416) 565-3727 

www.listwithanna.com

Anna Runco 
Sales Representative 

My goal is to make your 
real estate dreams a reality!

Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract

St. Andrew’s Realty Inc. 
Brokerage

From page 3

Group seeks your input

Aurorans will have the
opportunity to learn just who
does what in Aurora's ever-
expanding heritage preserva-
tion community at Wednesday,
March 24's Heritage In Aurora
Symposium. 

The event, at the town's
Church Street School Cultural
Centre, will bring together repre-
sentatives from the Cultural
Centre, the Aurora Historical
Society, the Town of Aurora's
Heritage Planning Department
and Advisory Committee, and
the Aurora Public Library,
among others, to explain their
mandates to the community at
large and inform the public of
new and ongoing initiatives.

Speakers include Jennifer
Steen, Curator/Manager for the
Aurora Historical Society and
Hillary House; Laura Schembri,
Executive Director of the Aurora
Cultural Centre and nember of
the Aurora Heritage Advisory
Committee; Mai Al Nabhan,
manager of Heritage Planning
and Urban Design for the Town
of Aurora; Reccia Mandelcorn,

Manager of Customer and
Circulation Services of the
Aurora Public Library; and
Susan Walmer, Aurora
Community Heritage Fair.

"We decided we would do a
heritage symposium bringing
everyone who works in heritage
in Aurora to explain their role,"
said Jennifer Steen of the
Aurora Historical Society. "We
thought there might be some
confusion out there in the com-
munity with what they do, what
we do, and how we work togeth-
er. We get calls from people
thinking that the Historical
Society still runs the Cultural
Centre or that the Cultural
Centre is a museum - which
was its first intention, but has
taken on different forms." 

Aurora's Heritage bodies are
an interconnected group, said
Ms. Steen. 

One example of this is the
Cultural Centre providing stor-
age for the Historical Society's
collections. The Historical
Society in turn is also committed
to creating a certain number of

exhibits yearly, ideally comple-
menting other activities and pro-
grams at the Cultural Centre. 

The Historical Society is also
helping recruit volunteers for the
annual Historica Fair. 

"We have various members
of our board sit on the commit-
tee or board for the Historica
Fair, the Cultural Centre, as well
as the Heritage Advisory
Committee, so there is a lot of
cross-membership there," said
Ms. Steen. 

The Town of Aurora wel-
comes the Symposium as an
opportunity bring people with
the same goals together,
according to Marco Ramunno,
Aurora's Director of Planning. 

"It is an opportunity to bring
folks and representatives from
various organizations together
for the day just to discuss any
pressing issues that may be on
the table," said Mr. Ramunno. 

The evening is presented by
the Aurora Historical Society
and more information is avail-
able by clicking on
www.aurorahistoricalsociety.ca.



YORK
ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES
ESA/ECRA#7006144. 
New construction, 

renovations, service 
& panel upgrades. 

Licensed & insured. 

Craig McLeod
905-841-8055
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ART CLASSES

CARPET - I have several
thousand yards of new
S t a i n m a s t e r  
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet your
living room & hall for
$389. Price includes car-
pet, pad and installation
(30 square yards). Steve
905-898-0127.

BUSINESS SERVICES�

• beginners to advanced
• ongoing classes 

• drawing & painting techniques 
• help students prepare portfolios for college and art school 

• no artistic experience necessary 
905-726-8883

Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 
Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV. 

mi.design@sympatico.ca 

 LEARN HOW TO DRAW & PAINT... 
just like the Masters

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

� FOR SALE

� NOTICE OF LIEN

� ESTATE SALE � HELP WANTED � HELP WANTED

� MOVING SALE

CLASSES • SEMINARS •  WORKSHOPS • COURSES

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  

Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  
The deadline for all classified advertising copy and Garage/lawn sales is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 76,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

Handyman services available
for all your household needs. 

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tom: 905-717-0517

SERVICES
HANDYMAN

� SWIM CLASSES

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

Location: Royal Canadian Legion in Aurora, 105 Industrial Parkway North
(Please park around back and enter through that door)

Dance Lessons

DANCE PARTY
APRIL 23Only $15 Only $15

4,500 sq. ft. hardwood floor   Reserved seating available 
Door Prizes  7:00 Doors Open –Dress code

 
          

7:30 p.m. FREE TANGO LESSON

Dance Lessons started March 1st, 2010 
and continue until April 26 

Level 1:  Rumba and Quickstep 8 - 9 p.m.  
 Level 2: Cha Cha and Waltz 9 - 10 p.m.

Please call for advanced 
registration or pay at the

door the first night 

Latin/Ballroom/West Coast Swing and Line dancing until midnight 
with desserts & coffee @ 10:30. 

The cost is just $85 per person for 8 weeks.
Do I need special shoes?
No, but dance or leather soled shoes with non marking heels are best.
Do not wear rubber soled shoes.

Site: www.SteveMillerDance.ca
Call Steve Miller at 416-587-4125
Email: Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca  

 COMPETITIVE SWIM-
MING: Children to 
adults. Aurora Selkies
Swim Club. Register 
now for the 2010/11 sea-
s o n . s w i m g y m
@ s y m p a t i c o . c a
905-841-3450.

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week.   (*This section only)  Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or go to  www.auroran.com 
�

DRAWING CLASS
All level small group
English and Chinese.
Call Yunhong at 
9 0 5 - 7 1 3 - 3 6 5 0
h t t p : / / w w w. y h a r t
studio.com

AIRPORT LIMOUSINE

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: limousines@bell.net

www.eco-limo.ca

(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a hybrid for your next airport or 

downtown transportation.
From only $69.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

905-841-8949  
416-520-6252

FREE ESTIMATES 

S & S  

Top quality 
guaranteed

PAINTING
20 yrs. 
experience

ELITE HANDYMAN
Services Inc. Home
alterations, small to
medium home renova-
tion projects, hardwood
floor installation and
general home mainte-
nance and repair.
Seniors Discount
Available Ph: 289-
380-0056 email:ehsi
@rogers.blackberry.net
Web:www.EliteHandym
anServicesInc.com

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 12 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes prideTakes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

Cellar Specialists 
DO IT YOURSELF

WOOD, METAL & TERRA COTTA 
WINERACKS 

CELLAR COOLING SYSTEMS 
WINE FRIDGES 

905-841-5552
14834 Yonge Street
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BUSINESS
SERVICES

THE AURORAN
CLASSIFIEDS
905-727-2620

TAX RETURN PREPA-
RATION personal &
small business. Local
pick up & delivery. Call
Keith 905-727-1060.

905-727-3300

 Aurora’s #1 
book store

 NEW & USEDNEW & USED 

Open Mon.  through  Fri. 10 - 6,
Sat. 10 - 4,  Sundays noon - 4

95 Edward Street

FREE-LANCE EVENT
VIDEOGRAPHER for
publishing company.
Must have a car and
own video equipment.
Students welcome.
Please call 905-503-
0420 to set up an
appointment.

CLASSES 
SEMINARS

WORKSHOPS
COURSES
Advertise for as low as 

$7 per week 
in this section of 

The Auroran Classifieds

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe
416-568-6928

Repairs & 
New Installations

P R O  P A I N T I N G
Int./Ext fast, clean, pro-
fessional & affordable,
last minute no problem!
9 0 5 - 8 9 8 - 3 4 4 5 .  
selectpropainting.com.

Thank you for supporting 
THE AURORAN CLASSIFIED ADVERTISERS

� MATH CLASSES � TUTOR

MATH TUTOR for
Grades 5 to 12. Serving
Aurora, Richmond 
Hill & Newmarket.
H o m e w o r k  h e l p .
University preparation.
416-309-0143

TAX ACCOUNTANT 

25 years experience with  
Revenue Taxation CRA 

Call: 905-479-9559 

 
 

Let the professionals with the  
“know how” & expertise  

minimize your taxes 

 

If you have not filed prior years tax returns,  
do not be afraid, call us now before CRA notification.  

Will  defend and protect your interest.  
 

 

Book now for a FREE consultation 

  
Specializing in T1 Individual, 

Business and Corporate tax returns. 

DEADLINE IS APRIL 30 
File now to avoid  
costly penalties  

& interest 

 

KAM SADIQ B.Sc ,FCGA
Fellow of Certified General Accountants Association

B O O K K E E P E R
REQUIRED. In house.
Newmarket Area. 905-
868-6921.

THE BEST SPRING
C L E A N I N G !
Proformance painters
Spring special Paint a 2
level hallway and have
any room painted for
*free! * Free room.
Customer to supply
paint . Walls only up to
16’ x 16’. Always free
estimates. 905-841-
7511 mailto:markpaints
@hotmail.com.

For more information call 

150 Hollidge Blvd., Unit C7,  Aurora 

2 FREE bags of salt 
Guaranteed NEW stock;  

we never install used equipment.

• Water 
   Softeners 
• Reverse 
   Osmosis 
• Iron 
   Filters 
• Point of Use 
   Coolers

Ron Butler, 416-818-5075

Ask about our Rental Options 
We offer Low Finance rates

12 Mth. @ 0% 

NOTICE OF LEIN sale
the personal property,
household goods, and
contents of the following
rental spaces will be
sold for cash or other-
wise disposed of to sat-
isfy rental liens for
unpaid rent in accor-
dance with Ontario
statutes chapter r25
and our lease agree-
ment on March 26,
2010 at 9:00 a.m. sharp
at Northern Self
Storage, 122 Bales
Drive East, Newmarket
L36 4X1. One unit,
Kathleen Barrrett.

One of North America’s 
largest financial 

services companies 
is expanding in this area. 

If you desire a dynamic career with 
excellent income potential, 

call Ruth Greaves at 

1-888-240-4767

NOTICE OF LIEN
SALE The personal
property, household
goods, and contents of
the following rental
space will be sold for
cash or otherwise dis-
posed of to satisfy
rental liens for unpaid
rent in accordance with
Ontario Statutes
Chapter R25 and our
lease agreement on
April 30th at 9:00 A.M.
sharp at Northern Self
Storage, 122 Bales
Drive East, Newmarket
L3Y 4X1 - 1 unit - Paul
Christiansen

ESTATE SALE
Appliances, furniture,
dishwasher, etc.
Saturday, March 27,
8–1 p.m. 12 Foreht
Crescent, Aurora.
(Aurora Hts. and Haida).

Looking for EXPERI-
ENCED LEVEL 2
DENTAL ASSISTANT
to do Chairside and
reception. Knowledge
of Dentrix an assest but
not necessary. Must be
avaliable to work some
weeknights. Please
email resume to:
mightymolars@live.ca

ATTENTION... LOCAL
PEOPLE NEEDED to
work from home online.
$500-4500 p/t, f/t. Call
Rose 1-877-649-6892.

404 Auto recycler. TOW
TRUCK DRIVER WANT-
ED. Experienced. Clean
abstract. Sub-contract.
905-836-4045

PSYCHIC READING 

MYSTIC PSYCHIC

• Palm 
• Tarot 

• Crystal 
• Ball 

Call for apt.
905-235-2760

2 Readings 50 $Specia
l 

905-235-2760

Maple table w/2 leaves
and 4 chairs - $400.
Desk w/upper shelf and
swivel office chair -
$200. (905) 727-5431

TUTOR AVAILABLE
Experienced tutor. High
s c h o o l / c o l l e g e /
 university, Math/physics.
Highly qualified, rea-
sonable. Phone Don at
289-221-0808, or email
coluccinor@hotmail.com



CARE WHEN I NEED IT

15055 Yonge St., Aurora

905-727-2952Visit us online at www.chartwellreit.ca

Park Place Manor
Retirement Residence

“I’m relaxed because everything
I need is right here. Plus, there’s always

someone available if I need help.”

Understanding is the key 
to providing a level of care

that’s hard to match.

Our experience with seniors has
taught us to anticipate their
wants, needs and concerns. This
commitment to care eliminates
stress, and makes life more
enjoyable.

Until May 31, 2010, get the Performance Plus prepaid rebate card, with cashback  
rewards, when you purchase a set of AVID Touring S, AVID TRZ, AVID ENVigor, ADVAN S4,  

ADVAN Sport, ADVAN Neova AD08, ADVAN ST, Geolandar A/T-S, Geolandar H/T-S,  
Geolandar M/T+, S.drive or Parada Spec-X tires. Ask your dealer for details.

*Mail-in rebates on a set of four tires, starting March 15, 2010 and ending May 31, 2010. Some restrictions apply.

20" TIRES

 $100* 

CASH
BACK
PER SET OF 4

19" TIRES

  $ 90*

CASH
BACK
PER SET OF 4

18" TIRES

  $ 80*

CASH
BACK
PER SET OF 4

17" TIRES

  $ 70*

CASH
BACK
PER SET OF 4

21" TIRES

 $110*

CASH
BACK
PER SET OF 4

22" OR LARGER TIRES

  $150 *

CASH
BACK
PER SET OF 4

14" TIRES

  $ 40*

CASH
BACK
PER SET OF 4

15" TIRES

  $ 50*

CASH
BACK
PER SET OF 4

16" TIRES

  $60 *

CASH
BACK
PER SET OF 4

†

THIS IS WHERE THE THRILL OF DRIVING MEETS THE JOY OF SHOPPING.

www.Yokohama.ca “We Are a  Multi Brand Tire Dealer”
www.tirecraft.com

29 Industry Street Aurora
905-841-0319

On each set purchased
consumers can fi ll out a
ballot and enter a draw to
win a $2,000 travel voucher
to anywhere they choose.
Promotion will run from
March 1st – August 31st.
Draw will be held at
Tirecraft’s Head Offi ce on
September 15th, 2010.

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Senior Scape

Welcome to spring, and this
year we have experienced an
early taste of the good weather
that demands you get out into
the garden if you are ambitious
or onto the golf course.

We have moved the clocks
ahead already and the evenings
are lighter by the day, and spring
feels like it has announced its
presence with spring bulbs pop-
ping up everywhere.

Now, seniors turn energy
and creativity to activities fitting
the time of year, and preparing
for the Aurora Seniors
Association (ASA) annual
Spring Sale is occupying the
attention among a great many
ASA members.

The Spring Sale is sched-
uled for Saturday, April 24th,

between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Donations will be accepted start-
ing Monday, April 19th.

Vendors will be composed of
a wide variety of groups and
members from the ASA, who will
offer a variety of cottage style
crafts, crafted in the ASA, plus
other interesting items. 

A group from the Farmers’
Market will form a mini-market,
offering mostly food stuffs and
this edition of the spring sale,
building on last year, is expected
to be the finest yet.

Among the great attractions
has always been the bake table,
and it will be in full operation,
striving to create personal bests
for variety and quality of baked
goods.

This year’s sale will feature a

Kid’s Corner and a Mothers’ Day
and Fathers’ Day style of offer-
ings.

In addition will be the white
elephant sale, for which dona-
tions are sought.

Please note that clothing
cannot be accepted.

The book table also requires
donations of all kinds of books;
the book table is always a focal
point, because most of us like to
read, and most of us love to
browse through books.

We must thank our coordina-
tor, Karie Papillon, who will help
by storing these donated books
in her office.

Because the ASA is a suc-
cessful and busy initiative of the
Town of Aurora, storage space is
limited and donations are

Seniors prepare for Spring Sale

requested to be made the week
before the sale Monday, April
19th, for the sale on April 24th.

The kitchen group of ASA
volunteers will be hosting a bar-
becue consisting of hamburgers,
sausage and beverages.

Recently, the pennies collect-
ed for cancer treatment and
which received a comment in
this column earlier, evoked a
pleasant comment from Carol
Hedenberg, indicating that I
should acknowledge the origina-
tor of this gallant program that
produced almost $500 in pen-
nies. 

And the dear lady who origi-
nated this program is Norma
Dover, who is an all around
excellent lady and a fine singer,
often rendering the national
anthem at ASA events. 

Thank you, Norma; the
money is destined for the
Regional Cancer Centre at
Southlake, presently under con-
struction and nearing comple-
tion, and though the pennies will

make only a small dent in the
money required, enough small
dents will add up.

Hopefully we will never have
the compelling necessity to
make use of this cancer technol-
ogy leading facility, but if we do,
we will be grateful to funding ini-
tiators like Norma Dover.

Ron Coe, a competent wood
worker and teacher of wood-
working skills, great organizer
and developer of equipment for
events, showed me the latest
acquisition in the wood shop.

It is a 12-inch sliding com-
pound miter saw of commercial
grade.

The wood shop is excellently
equipped, but from time to time
improvements in equipment are
identified and can be made.

This new saw is potentially
safer than the equipment
replaced and judging from
enthusiastic comments from
wood workers present who have
used the saw, it is superior by far.

It is mobile, which allows it to

be moved when not in use to an
unused area, improving opera-
tions by better management and
usage of floor space, and its
modernity renders it safer in
operation.

The wood shop encourages
everybody, 55 years or older,
regardless of wood working
skills, to join the ASA and the
wood shop, if that presents an
appealing option to develop a
hobby.

Neither age nor previous
wood working experience
should deter anybody from join-
ing the wood workers who cur-
rently use the shop.

Of enormous appeal to
members experienced or not, is
the ongoing pen making activity.

The metal working compo-
nents are purchased, and the
members make the wood barrel
of the pen by turning it on a lathe.

The finished product when
assembled is excellent and is of
a grade suitable for presenta-
tions or gifts.

Donut shop stays open
despite Region charge

Baker's Dozen Donuts at
the corner of Wellington Street
and Mary Street has complied
with a utensil sanitation order
from York Region Community
and Health Services, accord-
ing to the company's
Operations Manager Terry
Clarkston.

Mr. Clarkston said his outlet
was in the midst of addressing
the previously identified con-
cern requiring the installing a
three-compartment sink to
sanitize utensils when it
received a ticket from the
Region.

"We didn't do it fast
enough," he said. "We do have
one now."

"We tried to do it another
way," he added. "There was a
two-compartment sink in the
back and we have a dishwash-
er there. The dishwasher
would apparently come up to
temperature for sanitizing, and

sometimes it wouldn't come up
to what the health department
wanted."

To meet requirements,
Baker's Dozen was doing its
dishes in a two-compartment
sink, but that wasn't "good
enough", according to Mr.
Clarkston. 

"Unfortunately we got a
ticket before we had it in, but
we got a three-compartment
sink," he said, adding that this
was an ongoing issue when
his office took over this loca-
tion from the previous fran-
chisee. 

These types of issues are
identified during routine
inspections from the Region of
York, according to Steven
Rebellato, Manager of Food
Safety for the Region. 

"An inspector in this type of
premise would go there three
times a year," he said. "Each
food premise that we do

inspect in Aurora and through-
out the whole region is inspect-
ed anywhere between one
and three times a year and
that is based on a risk assess-
ment."

"[Baker's Dozen] was
issued a charge for this specif-
ic offence, but it was not an
offence that would deem them
to be 'closure worthy'," he said.
"So, in this case here, the
inspector noted the infraction,
levied the charge, and then the
premise can remain open."

While the frequency of food
premise inspections varies
according to a risk assess-
ment, Mr. Rebellato is keen to
stress that determining the
number of visits is based on a
host of different criteria ranging
from the history of compliance
to types of food served, food
preparation, a premise's level
of food safety knowledge, and
adequate storage. 
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THEAURORAN.COM

Bringing the business community to you!

Winners

FREE DRAWS enter to WIN!

Watch The Auroran, 
Aurora’s Independent Community Newspaper

 and TheAuroran.com for more FREE DRAW giveaways, 
coupons and specials in  TheAuroran.com Marketplace

 

If you belong to a non-profit or charitable organization and would 
like your events to appear on our calendar please forward the 

information to ron@auroran.com, or call 905-751-6013 to set up your 
theauroran.com account for easy posting of all your events. 

 

*

*

• Community Videos  
• Community and Business Events

• Marketplace  
• The Auroran Newspaper 

COUPONCOUPON Timberlane Athletic Club

100$

Value
 

and select “Nursing and Elderly Care”

FREE FREE 
DRAWDRAW

Special Senior Package for 2
Chartwells’ Park Place is offering this 

FREE DRAW Giveaway!

 
To enter go to: www.theauroran.com, click on this icon

theauroran.com,
 click Marketplace

-select Fitness

COUPONCOUPON Crystal White Cleaners  theauroran.com,
 click Marketplace

-select Cleaning Services

COUPONCOUPON Sherman J Studio theauroran.com,
 click Marketplace

-select Art

$50 OFF Classes

Two week pass

Cleaning Special 

SPAR CLEAN L.H. LIND REALTY

CRYSTAL WHITE FOTO FINISH

AQUA GRILL YORK LIMO DUNDEE FINANCIAL

ATTRIDGE 
LUMBER

WESTVIEW 
GOLF CLUB

MARQUEE 

Theauroran.com Marketplace members present the winners with their recent FREE DRAW Giveaways.
When you participate in theauroran.com you support local business, community charity and non-profit
organizations. Enter the FREE draws, print off coupons and use the discounts at participating Marketplace
member businesses. View the community videos, sponsored by theauroran.com members, check out the
‘Event and Business Calendar’ for things to do in and around town - there is lots to do! Go to the
Marketplace to find a business. You can also check out The Auroran, Aurora’s Independent Community
Newspaper, as well as past issues, online at theauroran.com.

MARCH 25-28
Daffodils are among the first flowers to emerge from

the recently defrosted ground. The arrival of spring
marks the beginning of the Canadian Cancer Society’s
annual Daffodil Days campaign. Bunches of daffodils will
be available for $7 each or $12 for two. Volunteers will be
selling daffodils at a variety of locations around Aurora
including the LCBO, grocery stores and hardware stores
across town. For more information call the Canadian
Cancer Society Holland River Unit 905-830-0447.

FRIDAY, MARCH 26
Monte Carlo Night at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. 7

p.m. to 11 p.m. Lounge entertainment by Joe Simpson.
Refreshments and prizes. Members $26 and non- mem-
bers $29.

SATURDAY, MARCH 27
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents “Earth Hour

Unplugged” beginning at 7 p.m. and continuing until
10.30 p.m. Plans are for people to be entertained by the
Aurora High School Jazz Band; storytelling in the dark
with actress Tanja Jacos; a Living Drum circle with Robin
Armstrong; and a musical set by Gregg Lawless. The
event takes place in the newly-restored Church Street
School and all you need is a flashlight. Tickets are $15
for an adult; $40 for a family up to 5; and $10 for youth.
Price includes light refreshments. There will be a cash
bar. Purchase tickets in advance by calling 905-713-
1818.

* * * *
The Aurora Food Pantry opens at its new locaton,

350 Industrial Parkway South, at 9 a.m. It will be open
until 3 p.m.  

MARCH 27 AND 28
Aurora Lions Club annual pancake breakfast takes

place at Sheppard's Bush from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. For fur-
ther information, call 905-727-6079.

SUNDAY, MARCH 28
Trinity Anglican Church on Victoria Street in Aurora

presents the 90-male voice Tri-City Gospel Chorus at 7
p.m. There is no admission charge.

* * * *
Free Nordic Pole Walking Clinic will be held today at

the St. Andrews Valley Golf Club, 4 Pinnacle Trail, east of
Yonge Street off St. John's Sideroad beginning at 9 a.m.
for those who want to learn the basics of Nordic Pole
Walking. For more information or to RSVP for the clinic
with Shawn Nisbet (Master Nordic Pole Walking
Instructor) phone 416-804-0938, e-mail
info@shawnnisbet.com or visit www.shawnnisbet.com.

* * * * 
Pancake Brunch from 11 a.m. to  2 p.m Vandorf

Community Centre – 14663 Woodbine Avenue. Cost is
$6 for adults, $2 for children. For further information, call
905-727-8954 or 1-888-290-0337.

MONDAY, MARCH 29
The Aurora Community Arboretum is having its

annual "Meet and Greet" meeting in the Holland Room at
the Aurora Town Hall beginning at 7.30 p.m. Everyone is
invited to attend and hear what progress has been made
in the arboretum and what the plans are for 2010. A brief
Annual General Meeting forms part of the evening. New
members may sign up at the meeting.

TUESDAY, MARCH 30
Aurora Public Library says the search is on for The Next

Great Canadian Writer, A group will meet the last Tuesday of
each month to write chapter by chapter, month by month, the
first draft of a novel, a book of poems, or a memoir. A prize
will be awarded to the winner of The Next Great Canadian
Writer challenge. The Next Great Canadian Writer challenge
is mentored by Aurora author Marnie Maguire. Program is
available for writters between the ages of 12 and 17. The
meeting will occur in the Marjorie Andrews Room from 7 to
8 p.m.

APRIL 2-4
Aurora Lions Club annual pancake breakfast takes place

at Sheppard's Bush from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Good Friday,
April 2, Saturday, April 3 and Sunday, April 4.  For further
information call 905-727-6079.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7
A Buddhist Seminar, called “A Life Philosophy for the

Happiness of Humanity” will be held in the Newmarket Public
Library multi-purpose room, 438 Park Avenue, beginning at
7 p.m. and continuing until 8.15 p.m. Admission is free for the
event which is presented by Soka Gakkai International
Association of Canada. For further information, call Donna
Daly in Aurora at 905-726-8074.

SATURDAY, APRIL 10
The Upper Canada Chordsmen, with members from

Aurora and Newmarket, present a “Sentimental Journey”, a
musical journey from the 1900’s to the present, featuring the
musical flavor of each decade. Show will be held twice at the
Newmarket Theatre; a 2 p.m. matinee and a 7.30 p.m.
evening performance. For tickets phone 905-953-5122.

* * * *
Yoga class at Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street

from 1.45 to 3.15 p.m. for all levels. Bring a mat if possible.
$10 min. donation to support Amnesty International's human
rights work. For information, call 905-476-6535.

MONDAY, APRIL 12
The Aurora Film Circuit presents the movie “Last Train

Home”, the largest human migration in history, and it hap-
pens every year when the Chinese are plunged into chaos
as, all at once, 130 million migrant factory workers attempt to
return to their rural homes by train, bus, and boat to cele-
brate Chinese New Year. The award-winning film follows the
lives of the Zhangs, a migrant family caught up in this des-
perate annual migration. On another level, the film paints a
human portrait of the dramatic changes sweeping China.
Movie happens at the Aurora Cineplex. Tickets, at $10 each,
are available at the Aurora Library or R & R Books on
Edward Street. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14
A Buddhist Seminar, called “A Life Philosophy for the

Happiness of Humanity” will be held in the Newmarket Public
Library multi-purpose room, 438 Park Avenue, beginning at
7 p.m. and continuing until 8.15 p.m. Admission is free for the
event which is presented by Soka Gakkai International
Association of Canada. For further information, call Donna
Daly in Aurora at 905-726-8074.

TUESDAY, APRIL 20
“Shop Like the Planet's Watching!” The Aurora  Public

Library presents a free, instructive presentation with The
York  Region Environmental Alliance and York Region.
Presentation begins at 7 p.m. in the Lebovic Room. Pre-reg-
ister at the Adult Information Desk, or call 905-727-9493
option 4.

COMING EVENTS

Aurora in good shape
when businesses help
town’s senior citizens

Societies need to step
up and take the wheel to
help aid in "driver retire-
ment programs" to main-
tain safety on the roads,
according to an editorial
published March 15 by
the Canadian Medical
Association Journal.

"Just as planning for
job retirement is the
social norm, we should
be planning for driving
retirement by creating
programs to help seniors
drive safely for as long as
possible and, when they
can't, to help them get
around," said Drs. Noni
MacDonald and Paul C.
Hebert in their editorial.

"Our urban environ-
ment generally centres
on the car for transporta-
tion," they continued. "In
suburban and rural set-
tings, where many sen-
iors live, public transit is
often l imited and taxis
are expensive or nonex-
istent. Not being able to
drive may lead to social
isolation, a loss of inde-
pendence, and even
deterioration in health."

The doctors recom-
mended a number of
steps to combat the
issue, including tax

incentives for carpooling
for social activit ies
including grocery shop-
ping, providing greater
consideration for seniors'
needs in urban planning,
"subsidized shuttle van
services", and having
local businesses imple-
ment programs to help
pick up the slack.

In this last recommen-
dation, Aurora appears to
be ahead of the game.

"I sit on an a Healthy
Aging workgroup with
[York] Region, they meet
about four times a year
and one of the topics that
they were actually
addressing when I met
with them last month was
exactly this issue," said
N e i g h b o u r h o o d
Network's John Crowell.
"I think it's a perfect fit for
Neighbourhood Network
to do its best to try to
address this issue in any
way we can. Just to even
identify where the need
is, who the seniors are
that need assistance with
this, and us trying to
recruit volunteers for that
purpose makes a lot of
sense.

"That is something we
will probably look to do in

the coming year and
make more of a concert-
ed effort in that regard."

Providing transpor ta-
tion assistance for sen-
iors has long been part of
the Aurora-based
Community Home
Assistance to Seniors
(CHATS) organization.

According to Suzanne
Whitehurst, CHATS'
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n
Supervisor, the group
has a number of volun-
teers available to assist
in their transpor tation
program.

To qualify for their
services, a client needs
to be over the age of 55.

Potential clients must
also be willing to partici-
pate in a telephone
assessment, reside in a
residence or retirement
home (as opposed to
long-term care or hospi-
tals), be eligible for OHIP
"or meet the legislative
requirements for the
same," according to Ms.
Whitehurst.

"We're meeting about
97 per cent of the
requests we get and we
do about 40,000 to
50,000 drives per year,"
she said..

From page 2
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