
If you've ever wanted the expe-
rience of being at the controls of an
airplane, mark this Sunday, June
28, on your calendar.

And you don't even have to trav-
el outside of Aurora.

On this day the Aurora Model

Aircraft Club (AMAC) will be host-
ing "Come Fly With Us", an open
house at which visitors can watch
demonstrations of remote con-
trolled model aerobatic aircraft,
helicopters, WW II warplanes and
modern fighter jets.

Pilots will be on hand to answer
questions, and there is even time
set aside for the public to be given
free introductory flight training.

The AMAC has been around for
quite a while, having been formed
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Over 50?
Put up to $400
Back in Your Wallet.
            See Page 7
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Belinda’s barbecue

Once they called it the Hill to the Grill.
But, Belinda Stronach is no longer a Member of Parliament, and her annual bar-

beque needed a new name.
Enter “Belinda’s Barbecue”, sponsored by the Neighbourhood Network.
It will be held, as usual, at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 5 Municipal Drive, Thursday,

June 25 beginning at 11.30 a.m.
Yes, Belinda will be there. Will you?
It’ll cost you $10, but all proceeds go to the seniors’ centre.

It’s official

The Auroran received notice last week that the highly-popular Magna Hoedown
would not happen this year.

But, Magna said in a release, it would donate $50,000 to 10 community charities
to make up for the cancellation.

Over the years, the Hoedown, which started as “Frank’s (Frank Stronach) Fiesta”,
has raised about $4 million and has been attended by thousands of people.

The economy has been blamed for the cancellation.
Community groups wishing to apply for a piece of the $50,000 pie, may do so by

following the instructions on Page 8 of this week’s Auroran.

Hot Spot

Hot Spot, the closest thing in Aurora to a youth centre, is in trouble.
Since the Aurora Bingo World closed, there has been no money coming in, and

organizer Wendy Gaertner fears the operation may fold this summer.
To that end, she has opened Hot Spot to children going into Grade 6, and she’ll

try that for a couple of weeks before making a decision on Hot Spot’s fate.
Hot Spot meets Friday evening from 7.30 to 10 p.m. at the Aurora Community

Centre.
It costs kids $6 to get in.
Further information is available by calling 905-717-1002 and leaving a message.

See Page 9

Aurora Home Hardware
289 Wellington Street East 

Aurora - 905-727-4751

The HALI 2100 toilet...
time to get up and get one!

 169Only $ includes in-store $60 rebate.
Reg: $229.99

• 3.5 Gallon  flushing performance in 1.6 gallon water saving tank. 
• Elongated bowel • Standard 12 inch rough-in 

• DIY design for easy installation

99

Led by a piper and York Regional Police, parents and children, estimated to be more than
1,000, marched from Wells Street Public School to Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School last
Monday night, where they were met by York Region’s 12 trustees. Two groups were represent-
ed in the march - CAWS (Community Action for Wells Street) and OARA (Old Aurora
Ratepayers Association)  as speakers attempted to convince trustees to fix and re-open the
historic Wells Street School building. The school closed about two years ago, and students
were moved to Aurora Grove Public School on Stone Road, in Aurora’s east end. Parents and
students want the Wells Street building, which once served as Aurora’s high school, fixed and
returned to use as a school. Auroran photo by Rick Armstrong

Hundreds march to save 
historic Aurora school

By MARLA LEWIS

They turned out in droves
Monday night in an attempt to
save Wells Street Public School.

Parents, estimated at
between 400 and 1,000, gath-
ered with their children at
Aurora's town park to gear up
for a march to a special trustees
meeting.

They heard the rally cry from
organizers that the school built
in 1892 is a cornerstone of the
community and essential to the
revitilization of the downtown.

Then, with police escort, and
led by a bagpiper, they marched
through the streets to Dr G W
Williams Secondary School for
the meeting.

However, since many people
just came for the rally, their
numbers appeared to have
dwindled when they handed
trustees information kits on the
steps of the Williams.

All 12 York Region District
Board of Education trustees
showed up for the meeting.

Inside the cafeteria it was a
very polite and orderly proces-

sion of people who ventured up
to the microphone to appeal to
the trustees’ sense of communi-
ty.

A notable change, remarked
one of the trustees, from the
confrontational presentations in
most of the other meetings.

Wells was deemed unsafe by
the school board two years ago
and was closed.

Subsequent consultant
reports claimed it would cost up
to $10 million to demolish the
school and re-build it.

Please see page 9

Council’s “to-do” list
is still pretty lengthy

Six down, just under 100 to
go....

That's the status of the items
on Council's pending list, follow-
ing the General Committee meet-
ing held last week.

The list includes all outstand-
ing issues that have been
referred by council to staff mem-
bers or a committee for reports or
other follow-up.

Two weeks before the list goes
to council it is circulated to the
town department heads, who
update it.

Several councillors questioned
the status of various items.

Staff members assured them
the list was reviewed and a num-

ber of updates made.
However, with a document

almost 40 pages long, it's possi-
ble that a few changes were
missed, they said.

The committee then took the
time to individually revise or
remove several items, despite
Councillor Al Wilson's reminder
that a process was already in
place to do this.

On the other hand, "it is a
team effort to make the list short-
er, no matter who has the sug-
gestion" noted Councillor Bob
McRoberts.

This approach seems to be
working, as the list included
about 150 items earlier this year.

Fly a plane and stay in Aurora

Please see page 14
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COMING EVENTS
CONTINUING

The Probus Club of Aurora meets at 10 a.m. the second Wednesday of each
month at the Royal Canadian Legion on Industrial Parkway North.Probus was spon-
sored by the Aurora Rotary Club in 1995 with an initial membership of 25, now 82,
for retired and semi-retired professional and business men and women, former exec-
utives and others. The club is non-sectarian and non-political. For information call
905-841-3558 or 905-727-9344.

* * * *
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking for new members.You do not

have to be a police officer nor are you required to read music to volunteer.The group
rehearses Monday evenings between 7.30 and 9.30 p.m. For further information,
contact the chorus supervisor at 905-727-9676 or the coordinator of volunteer serv-
ices for YRP at 905-830-0303, extension 6717.

* * * *
The Adult Bereavement Support Group offers a chance to learn how to cope

with the loss of a loved one. Fred Bullen has given the use of the Aurora Lions Club
and Brent Forrester of Thompson Funeral Home will provide administrative cost so
that this service is given free to the community. Contact
mariesgriefjourney@yahoo.com to reserve a seat or get further information.

* * * *
Aurora’s Air Cadets meet every Tuesday night at Cardinal Carter School from

6.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m., and offer a program for 12 years and older boys and girls.
* * * *

Aurora Opera Company's Children's Chorus is a new treble voice choir dedicat-
ed to educating, nurturing and providing opportunities for children to express their
musical abilities. The chorus is open to boys and girls in Grades 1 through 12 and
consists of two choirs: Angel Choristers, a training choir for six and seven-year-olds
and the Children Chorus, open to eight to 17-year-olds.To audition, contact general
director Sarah Kyle at keepsinging@look.ca.

* * * *
CHAT'S Community Home Assistance to Seniors is looking for volunteers to

assist with the activities in its Adult Day Program.The positions call for a commitment
of a few hours a week at its Aurora location.Various times are available.Call Christine
at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Tuesday from 9.30 to 11 a.m. it's Story and Playtime at Aurora

Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway South for tots (age 0-4 years) and their
caregivers for coffee or tea. Call 905-841-8883 for further details.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the Pioneer Club for boys and girls, age

three to Grade 4 and the Junior High Club for boys and girls, Grades 5 to 8, will be
held at the Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway South. For more
information call 905-841-8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every Wednesday at the Community Bible Church

on Bathurst Street just south of Henderson from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more informa-
tion e-mail Judy Hoffmann jhoffmann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing every Friday morning at St. Andrews' Presbyterian

Church beginning at 10.30 a.m. No partners are needed and beginners are wel-
come.

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday evening at 6.30 p.m. at Gabriel's on

Yonge Street. New members are welcome. For further information call 905-841-
1352.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148 meets the first and third Tuesday

of each month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street, south of Wellington. For more infor-
mation call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday of each month at the Rising

Sun Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday each month at 57 Mosley
Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee Club at 9 a.m. and lunch at noon. Call 905-727-3032 or
905-727-1080 for more information.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday night at Trinity Anglican Church,

Victoria Street, at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at the Aurora Legion at 7.30 p.m. Call
905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women holds monthly meetings at the

Aurora Legion with a variety of speakers. Contact Beverley at 905-727-2151.
* * * *

The Aurora Seniors Evergreen Choir practice in the West-McKenzie Hall of the
Seniors’Centre, every Wednesday from 2.30 to 4.30 p.m.under the direction of Enid
Maize.

Please see page 19

Marilyn Redvers, Sales Representative 
14799 Yonge Street, Aurora L4G 1N1

905-727-3154
www.realestateaurora.com

$399,000

Amazing space-approx. 2400 sq. ft! Large principal rooms! Separate dining rm! Huge family room with w/o to deck! Master
Bedrm. has balcony & ensuite! 4 bedrooms! Apartment in basement with separate entry! 60’ lot! Convenient central location!

HEART OF TOWN - SHORT WALK TO GO STATION!

Immaculate home in quiet enclave! Hardwood floor! Gas fireplace!
12’ ceilings in living/dining rooms. Beautiful maple kitchen with
large breakfast area. Master has 5 pc. ensuite! Finished basement
has family room, 2 bedrooms & 4-pc. Bath!

$529,000

FABULOUS BUNGALOW - ST. ANDREWS GOLF CLUB!

presented by

Elegant, yet cozy home with wonderful custom wood trim & wain-
scotting! Custom kitchen! Fin. Bsmt. has 2nd kitchen, 5th bedrm., 3-
pc. Bath, rec. rm. & office! 2 entries from garage to house! 1/4 acre
lot! Walk to high schools, grade schools, Yonge St. 

$799,000

TREE-LINED STREET RIGHT IN CENTRE OF TOWN!

Call Marilyn for a market evaluation! 905-727-3154

*(For Royal LePage)

WOW! Reno’d kitchen has granite counters, hardwood floor & gar-
den doors to private deck! Reno’d powder room! Fin. basement with
rec. rm. & office or 5th bedroom! Rare opportunity to live close to
Yonge St. surrounded by trees on quiet street!

$539,000

CENTRAL AURORA ON QUIET COURT!

Beautiful 2 1/2 story red brick on tree-lined street in old Aurora!
House shows well –clean and fresh paint! Pocket doors, high ceilings,
hardwood floors! Terrific open concept 3rd floor –great for teen or
master bedroom! Easy walk to Yonge Street!

$499,000

GREAT OPPORTUNITY! CENTRAL AURORA 

2 Great
Brands 

1 
Convenient 

Location

Call for delivery: 
905-727-2881 / 416-244-4444

15492 Yonge St. Aurora

15492 Yonge Street 
(next to Howard Johnson) 

Sun - Wed  11 - 9 
Tues. & Thurs. 11 - 10

Fri. - Sat. 11 - 11

 OFF with COUPON0%1

,

Let me give your investment 
plan a “Second Look”

Please see page 19
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

905-727-9561
14889 Yonge Street, Aurora

www.graystonesrestaurant.ca

It’s 
hard to 

believe... 

...at Aurora’s 
best eat-in restaurant 

But it is!
their take out menu is so good. 

Aurora Shopping
Centre merchants

A & F Hair Elite
*905-727-6212

Amore Blooms
Flowers

*905-727-9865

Aurora
Alterations

*905-726-9242

Aurora Dollars
Discount

*905-841-2497

Aurora Dry
Cleaners

*905-713-0095

Aurora Salon
Secrets

*905-727-1044

Beer Store
*905-727-4741

Bulk Barn 
*905-751-1822

CIBC Bank
*1-800-465-2422

Chris' No Frills

Clothing Outlet
*905-841-7652

Creative Colours
*905-727-0552

Day Break 
*905-726-3060

Dr. Charles 
Weingarten

Dentist
*905-727-9541

Ella’s Nails 
* 905-726-2468

5 Below Jeans 
& More

*905-841-7762

Fabulous Flicks
Video

*905-841-5768

Family Shoe
Repair

*905-841-8922

Gourmet Bakery
& Deli

*905-727-2105

Henry's 
Fish & Chips

*905-727-8001

Kitchen Accents
*905-841-0885

Kodak Image
Centre

*905-726-4243

Northern 
Karate Schools 
905-726-8886

Not Just Cards
Hallmark

*905-727-1547

Oakridge
Outfitters

*905-726-4063

Omars Shoes
*905-727-9391

Regency Variety
*905-727-6691

Sparkle Pharmacy
*905-727-2322

Staples/Business
Depot

*905-713-0367

The Source by
Circuit City

*905-713-2783

Van De Ven Car
Wash

York Medical
*905-713-0404

Regency Variety and 
Postal Outlet 

Regency Variety and 
Postal Outlet 

905-727-6691905-727-6691

Celebrate Canada Day 
with our full line of 

and more!
FIREWORKS

of 
35 years 

Northern Karate Schools

Martial 
Arts 
Excellence

Fitness, 
self-defense 
& fun for the 
entire family

14800 Yonge St.  905-726-8886

%%8 OFFOFF0
Retail Retail 

CLOTHING OUTLET • 905 - 841- 7652

HAVE YOU 
SEEN US YET?

with designer labels and samples 

CANCELLED SHIPMENTS PROUD Canadian Business for over 25 yrs.

OVERSTOCKED

FACTORY OVERRUNS 

bringing you 

ROCK BOTTOM 

PRICES

Wellington St. E.

Yo
n

g
e

St
.

Mark St.Aurora
Heights Dr.

Over 20 years in Fish&Chips Biz!

We're Licensed! We serve BEER!

To honour veterans buried in the Aurora Cemetery, the ladies auxiliary of the
Aurora Legion sponsored the installation of a flagpole on the cemetery
grounds.The pole, with the help of former Legion president Len Whines, fore-
ground, auxiliary president Jean Anderson, former LA president Leona
Watson, and legion member Allan Bentley, went up Friday morning. The aux-
iliary is also responsible for marking gravesites of veterans, and if you’re
aware of one they have missed, you should tell someone at the Legion.

Auroran photo by Ron Wallace 

July First parade set to go
The Town of Aurora and

volunteers of the Canada Day
Parade Sub-Committee will
present the 2009 Canada Day
Parade on Wednesday, July 1.

This year, the parade’s
theme is ‘Red Hot Canadians
Go Green’ – recognizing
Aurora’s commitment to the
environment.

The parade is expected to
produce a variety of floats,
entertainment and music.

“Our Committee’s enthusi-
asm and passion for our com-
munity and country have
helped to bring all        the excit-
ing event details together to
ensure this year’s parade will
be a smashing success,” said
Sher St. Kitts, chair of the sub-
committee. “Together with the
committee’s dedication, the
support of the mayor, council
and town staff, this may just be
the best Aurora Canada Day
Parade yet!”

Aurora’s Parade line-up
includes: a display of
Canadian flags by the Royal
Canadian Legion; the
Governor General’s Horse
Guard – relatives of those who
change the guards at
Buckingham Palace; Red Hot
Canadians Go Green Float
created by artist Deborah
Campo; Caribbean and
Japanese dancers; Aurora
jazz festival; Vive La
Francophonie; Safehaven kids
on wheels; Aurora seniors,
sports and service clubs; York
Regional Police and Central
York Fire Services with their
1920s fire truck and new
Hazmat vehicle.

The parade begins at 10
a.m. and heads south on
Yonge Steet from Orchard
Heights Blvd., to the Aurora
Cenotaph at Peace Park,
south of Henderson Drive.

The parade is one of sever-
al activities planned for Aurora
- better known as Canada’s
Birthday Town - during the fes-

tivities which started in 1969,
and has been held almost
annually ever since.

Two years ago, the parade
was cancelled, but revived by
a committee last year.
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“Aurora’s  Independent 
Community Newspaper”

Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

Letters to the Editor

Letter to the Editor

Hard to believe 
they’ve been wed 

for 50 years
Below is a photograph of two very good friends and I was

stunned to receive it.
Betty and Pete Kelly celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary

recently and I was shocked.
I have known Pete and Betty for a long time but it never

occurred to me that they had been married 50 years.
Attending the festivities were their eight children and 12 of their

13 grandchildren.
Gawd, I’m feeling old.

SPEAKING OF OLD

I got an E-mail the other day from a former school trustee and
good friend Heather Sinclair.

She’s Heather Stewart today, having married Rory (everyone
knows Rory Stewart) and moving to Tyler Street in Aurora.

She informed me that her former husband, Hank Sinclair, had
died recently.

There was a celebration for him Saturday in Bradford.
And then I learned that York’s first Regional Chairman Garfield

Wright had died about a week or so ago, as did former Richmond
Hill Regional Councillor, Gord Rowe.

He was 90. He died about a month ago.
Gord, father of Ted Rowe, who owns Royal Wood Shop on

Wellington at Industrial Parkway, could always be counted on to
say something that would bring regional council to laughter.

He always seemed to get re-elected every time he ran.
Perhaps his slogan - “Rowe, rowe, rowe your vote” - had some-

thing to do with it.
He was a regional councillor from 1971 to 1976.
Heather and I agreed: they’re falling like flies...

NOT MY FAULT...THIS TIME

Seems some of my new relatives are having fun at my
expense, and it’s not - honest - my fault.

Last week on this page, I ran a picture of the 1961 senior vol-
leyball team from Dr. G.W.Williams Secondary School.

The picture, and accompanying information, was in the school
yearbook, called The Atom.

In the front row, as far right as you could sit, was one “Carolyn
Carlton”,

In truth, it was really Carilyn Charlton, and today she is the wife
of Lowell McClenny.

It was the yearbook that spelled her name wrong, not me, I
learned after I did a double-check.

How would I know that “Carolyn Carlton” was Mrs. McClenny
today?

Lowell is the brother of Ted, who is my father-in-law. Which
means, somehow, I am now related to Carilyn and Lowell. So why
would I purposely mis-spell her name?

Both Lowell and Ted were police officers when there was an
Aurora Police Department, if you can remember back that far.

It was in the early 70s when Aurora became part of the newly-
formed York Regional Police department.

As a matter of interest, I happen to know that Carilyn worked for
the Aurora Police Department for a short time in the office.

I could probably break my leg jumping to a conclusion here, so
I won’t risk it.

Here is a postcard showing the entrance to the Aurora Cemetery in a picture taken, when? The Charnel
House, also known as the Dead House, is still there, but the entranceway has moved a few yards to the
north. And, do you recognize the fence? It’s the same as the fence in front of Aurora’s famous Hillary
House. Anyone who can add information to this post card is welcomed to call. Thanks to David Heard
for supplying it.

Show some patience
to these motorists 

To the editor,

In this age of so many
vans & SUV's, pulling out of
parking space in a "normal"
size vehicle is quite difficult.

We are backing out virtu-
ally blind if parked beside a
large vehicle.

How about a little cour-

tesy from other drivers?
If you see a car backing

out of a parking spot...be
polite and stop to let them
out.

Just a minute of patience
makes things safer.

D. Hunt
Aurora 

Developer should apologize
to neighbours for infractions

To the editor,

Congratulations!
The retirement resi-

dence at the corner of
John West Way and
Hollandview Trail is
almost at its completion
and looks quite nice now
that the beautiful trees
and shrubs have been
planted.

However - during its
construction, the develop-
er has completely ignored
the fact that there are
families living just meters
away from the construc-
tion site (those on the
south side of Ochalski
Road).

I would like to bring to
light some of the issues
we have had to contend
with over the past

months.
Our homes, vehicles

and backyard playground
equipment have constant-
ly been covered with dust.
There has been all kinds
of garbage ranging from
coffee cups to toilet pack-
aging in our back yards.
There have been prob-
lems with a lack of park-
ing for the residents of
Ochalski Road and their
guests.

Also an extremely dan-
gerous situation was cre-
ated by illegally parked
cars (belonging to con-
struction crew members)
to make the turn off
Ochalski onto John West
Way.

Noise bylaws have
been violated on numer-
ous occasions.

In one instance our
family was woken at 3
a.m. when a large piece
of ear th moving equip-
ment was being moved off
site.

Work was also carried
out on Good Friday and
Easter Sunday.

On Friday, June 5th,
my children were kept up
late due to a large water-
ing truck which was oper-
ating on site after 9 p.m.

When I approached the
crew, their response was
not to worry "tomorrow is
Saturday”.

This is the attitude we
have had to contend with
for the duration of the
construction.

The developer seems

to be oblivious to the fact
that this is a residential
area.

There are bylaws in
place to protect the rights
of the residents.

However, these bylaws
have been ignored on
numerous occasions.

In my opinion the peo-
ple overseeing the devel-
opment of this project
have no consideration or
respect.

My first suggestion to
them would be to start
with an apology and then
perhaps a thank you to
the residents of Ochalski
Road for their patience.

Philippa Lazare
Aurora

The Auroran needs more
good news, reader says
To the editor,

I look forward to receiv-
ing my copy of The
Auroran every week.

This week, I was disap-
pointed to see yet again,
so much of our lovely
paper dedicated to the
political debates and airing
of feelings/policies.

I always talk about The
Auroran as being the
paper "created for the peo-
ple of Aurora by the people
of Aurora”.

Where is the good news
from our community?

Why do we spend so
much time venting our
frustrations?

I would like to challenge
as many readers as possi-
ble in the coming issues to
submit "good news" items
or letters to the editor.

I would like to start it off
by congratulating everyone
who participated in the
Aurora Relay for Life on
June 5th.

I was honoured to par-
ticipate in this all night
walk which raised over
$40,000 for the Canadian
Cancer Society, and hum-
bled to be sharing the
evening with seven-year-
old Riley Allen, a cancer
survivor and her parents,
Leahanne and Kevin who
were the honourary care-
givers.

Also, congratulations to
the children of Regency
Acres Public School, who
worked hard with the help
of two talented gentlemen
from the Aurora Seniors’
Centre to create a Peace
Pole which now has a per-
manent home in the front
garden of the school.

Indeed, as the peace
pole reads "May Peace
Prevail on Earth," and
most certainly may it pre-
vail in the Town of Aurora.

Have a wonderful day!

Lynn Pearson
Aurora 



Front Porch
Perspective

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

A number of years ago, I wrote a column about litter
at our war memorial.

It’s located across from the Canadian Tire store in
the southern part of town.

As I walked eastbound across Veterans' Lane, I was
struck at once by both the magnificence and also the
simplicity of the two structures that comprise this edi-
fice.

For me, the cenotaph is a place of reflection, solitude
and introspection.

The valor and selflessness of the fine men memorial-
ized there is most humbling.

As you make your way along the path looking due
east you only see the monument and the trees behind it;
during the summer. Not a building is in sight.

This lends an aura of serenity to the place, even
though it is located on Yonge Street.

What struck and also really angered me that morning
was the thoughtlessness of some of our fellow citizens.

For at the back of the cenotaph was a vast collection
of fast food wrappers.

One could tell that at least two or three people had
been eating there in the recent past.

What's worse is that a refuse receptacle was less
than 70 feet away.

I ended that particular column this way: I have never
seen such litter at either a cemetery or at a church. Why
should it be any different here?

I am happy to report that most times I have walked
past the cenotaph since that day, the grounds seem to
be free of trash.

A couple of weeks ago, my family and I participated
in the Mayor's 7th Annual Anti Litter Day, by picking up
garbage at Machell Park.

It is amazing the types of things you will find.
Mostly we recovered coffee cups and lids, lots of

paper, but also to our chagrin, some broken pieces of
glass on the baseball infield.

I was back at Machell the other day for my son's
baseball game, and for the most part, the park was
clean.

Another good sign.
However, I was at another local park recently with my

son and I was appalled with what I saw.
Copland Park is located just south of McLeod Drive

and Aurora Heights Drive (near Bathurst Street).
Down near the kids’ play area, there was lots of

refuse and even two soft drink bottles on the asphalt.
But what really got me was a sign that was posted on

one of the trees in the play area.
I did not have a pad and pencil to transcribe the exact

contents of the sign, so I returned the next day but the
sign was gone.

However, from what I recall, the sign described how
a two-year old girl who had been playing near the
swings had suffered a severe cut due to a bunch of
glass in the sand.

The note went on to the effect that whoever is
responsible for the broken glass should be ashamed of
themselves.

I concur with the note 100 per cent.
As my son was playing in the sand not that far from

the swings an older boy found a bunch of small pieces
of broken glass. Fortunately, no one was injured.

Aurora has an ad hoc committee - which is called the
Graffiti Abatement Committee.

I was going to write: "why not strike up a similar com-
mittee - but to deal with the litter problems in our com-
munity."

I imagine something like this, or something very sim-
ilar, has already been done.

If there is such a committee, I have two simple sug-
gestions.

First, why not have certain streets in our community
"adopt" one of the local parks. This is not a new con-
cept. We have all seen those signs, "this segment of
highway has been adopted by the "X" Group."

You could have the citizens of 10 local streets take
responsibility for a particular park.

A volunteer chair would co-ordinate the clean up
schedule for those individuals who wish to participate in
this endeavour.

This would probably require one hour per household
per year  - not too much to ask to help keep our parks
clear of litter.

My second suggestion is very simple.
Any time you go through a park, make it your busi-

ness to bend down and pick up five pieces of trash - this
would probably consume about 15 seconds of your time.

Remember, our community is what we make of it.

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Copland Park
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To the editor,

As the treasurer of the
Aurora Garden and
Historical Society, I read
with great interest Cathy's
column in The Auroran
"Playing in the Dirt"!

It was the caption that
caught my eye.

But Cathy always did
that - drew you in with a
catchy caption.

She talked about the
things that are near and
dear to my heart - the

Aurora Community
Arboretum, the Garden
Club's Annual Plant Sale (a
huge success in spite of
the rain - coulda floated a
raft down Yonge Street that
day!), our upcoming
Garden Tour on Sunday,

July 5th, and about our
Society itself.

I wanted to send her a
note thanking her for
reminding us gardening is
such a great way to get in
touch with ourselves and
with nature and with our

neighbours.
But now, sadly, I read

she's going to take some
time off.

Not that she doesn't
deserve it.

Who can't relate to
being a wife, a mother, dog

Cathy deserves time off, reader says
trainer, decorator, chef,
laundromat operator, land-
scaper and pylon dodger.

It's being a pylon dodger
that can especially suck the
energy out of a person! (I
remember that column, do
you?).

We've grown up with the
Vrancics. And it's been an
enjoyable trip.

So, have a great sum-
mer, Cathy and family.

Thanks for sharing so
much good stuff about life
and Aurora.

Now, about those pylons!

Judy Ryan,
Treasurer AGHS
Aurora

Reader will miss Cathy’s column
To the editor,

It is with shock and great
sadness that I read some
time ago that ‘Cathy’s Corner’
would no longer be, and I
can’t believe itI

It never occurred to me

that it could possibly end one
day, which proves once again
that we too often take things
for granted.

I couldn’t wait to read the
column; every time I received
the paper, I went directly to
Page Five, savouring each

word!
You made me cry but most

of all you made me laugh,
and I want to thank you for
that.

I will keep hoping to see
column 241 in the near future.

In the meantime, I hope

your life will continue to be
blessed with dozens of those
everyday little pleasures, the
ones we so often forget to
acknowledge as the most
important!

Once again, a huge thank
you for sharing your life with

us with such a genuine hon-
esty.

Your insight and great
sense of humour will be
missed… 

Lise Boily
Aurora
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Car + Home =
BIG SAVINGS

Peter Virtanen 
CLU. Agent, Aurora 

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR, STATE FARM IS THERE:
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

PO58005CN State Farm • Home Offices Aurora, Ontario • Statefarm.ca™

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Took Driver Training 
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages 
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st 

(two weekends).
June 26  - 4 DAYS   JULY 14 - 4 DAYS

Viewer doesn’t think much of Rogers  
Editor’s Note: A copy

of this letter was sent to
The Auroran.

Alan D. Horn, President
of Rogers Communications.
cc: Phil Hartling, Vice
President Consumer
Services, Rogers
Communications.

Dear Mr. Horn:

I have serious misgivings
about being a Rogers cus-
tomer for my television,
internet and telephone
services when this takes
effect on June 17..

I am a soon-to-be former
extremely satisfied cus-
tomer of Aurora Cable
Internet, but even though I
am still using their services,
there are serious signs that
their competence and pro-
fessionalism is about to be
replaced by what I can only
describe as bungling ama-
teurism and discourtesy.

Your company, a very
large one with I imagine mil-
lions of clients and access
to a wealth of resources,
cannot get it together
enough to have a represen-
tative contact me and set up
my new account with you?

I didn’t ask to have my
service provider changed,
but you seem to lack the
resources and the common
decency to make the transi-
tion less than onerous for
me.

And please do not repeat
the nonsense I have heard
that your CSR staff are not
able to contact customers.

I literally have had to do
your work for you.

I had to make the time to
go (I had heard some real
nightmare stories of others
attempting to do this by
phone) to one of your out-
lets, stand in line for a long
time, and make the arrange-
ments myself.

Why is this even neces-

sary?
You bought Aurora

Cable, and have all of my
account information.

This should be as easy
as having someone call me
and ask me do I want to
continue or not, and then
flip a switch or click a com-
puter mouse and have it
settled.

I understand that your
service plans differ from ACI
plans, but there are tens of
thousands of us in Aurora-
Oak Ridges.

You could have had your
IT people (more about them
later) arrange a transition
package that we could have
continued with.

I find it really difficult to
figure out what I will be get-
ting and how much it is
going to cost me (although it
looks like the answers are
“less” and “more”) because
your literature that
“explains” the TV plans is
difficult to understand, and

the various packages seem
to have inexplicable over-
laps and redundancies.

As far as I can make out,
for example, I can pay extra
to get a package that offers
BBCKids - but I already
have ordered a plan that
includes it, so why should I
pay more to get the same
thing?

This is in stark contrast
to the ACI information which
was clear, understandable,
and did not have overlaps.

And they had the sense
to list channel numbers
unlike your literature which
has no channel numbers at
all.

They also had options to
build my own package of
channels, which I took
advantage of. Your pack-
ages are crammed with
what I consider to be junk
programming.

Once at the Rogers out-
let on Yonge Street in
Aurora (where I must say

the staff are doing a great
job valiantly dealing with the
mess you have dumped in
their laps), it became evi-
dent that your IT department
has a serious inadequacy.

The representative was
unable to enter any informa-
tion about my new account
into your database because
it would not accept my
address!

I have designed custom
databases for people. This
kind of incompetence is
unforgivable.

The representative had
to write everything down on
scraps of paper.

We go on: now I find that
I have to do your job for you
once again.

I have to do the connec-
tion of the new cable boxes,
and I even have to myself
take the old ones back to
ACI.

And please explain this: I
bought a new Rogers HD
box at the Rogers outlet, but
I have to go to the ACI office
to get a Rogers box to
replace the second one that
I previously owned.

To top things off, I have
today received two pre-
recorded messages on my
telephone informing me that
the problem I reported with
my Rogers Homephone is
probably fixed.

I don’t have a Rogers
Homephone as yet, and the
problem I reported - a ques-
tion really - was about my
internet service.

And you can’t hire real
people to contact your cus-
tomers?

And speaking of cus-
tomers, apparently I am
going to lose my email
address that my customers
have become accustomed
to using to contact me.

I have a modest private
tutoring service that I run to
keep me active now that I
have semi-retired after my
recent “adventure” with
colon cancer.

Now, because of nothing
I have done, I will have to go
to all the trouble of changing
my information. Come to
think of it, since I have so far
had to spend about two
hours of my time doing your
work for you, you technically

owe me about $90. Plus
mileage. And there will be at
least another hour or two to
come.

The cable/internet/phone
industry is getting competi-
tive. If you can’t pull up your
socks and do vastly better
than this introductory disas-
ter, you can be certain that I
will be looking elsewhere as
fast as I can.

You might take a page or
two from Telus’ customer-
service practices.

I have had my cellular
phone service with them for
several years.

It is inexpensive, utterly
reliable, easy to understand,
and their customer service
is exemplary.

They give the impression
of really wanting to keep my
business. I understand they
are expanding their TV and
internet services.

Please do not, in your
anticipated timely response,
tell me any condescending
platitudes about people find-
ing change difficult.

This is not about change.
I think that I, like most of the
former clients of ACI, are
resigned to the fact that
change will occur.

Rather, this is about your
company’s incompetence in
handling the change, and
discourtesy in making it a
real inconvenience and bur-
den for us.

I can only imagine how
difficult this must be for peo-
ple who are disabled or eld-
erly.

My situation got much
worse once the actual
changeover was done.

I spent 10 hours, includ-
ing a dozen calls to Rogers
and three trips to ACI and
Rogers, starting at 5:30
a.m. on the morning of the
changeover, June 17.

I could have just quietly
dropped out of your service
and sought out another
source for my TV, internet
and phone, but I thought it
would be more courteous
and helpful to make you
aware of the problems and
give you an opportunity to
solve them.

Gregory A. Hill
Aurora

Reader fails to get cable help
To the editor,

This follows up B.
Zwarych's letter re the
nightmare suffered from
the takeover of Aurora
Cable by Rogers.

Fortunately, Rogers is
not responsible for my
internet but the cable
switchover has been a
major exercise in frustra-
tion.

After numerous calls
and conversations with
Rogers people to try and
get the service that I had
been promised, same sta-
tions at the same price for
12 months, and being
treated in an especially
arrogant manner by the
last representative to
whom I spoke, I finally
decided that I needed
assistance from our federal

representatives.
I e-mailed Lois Brown

and received a reply
almost immediately from
one of her assistants
expressing sympathy with
my situation as he had
experienced a similar lack
of customer service from
Rogers, advising that Lois
was out of town that day
but would contact me as
soon as she was back.
This was approximately
five weeks ago and I have
yet to hear from Ms.
Brown.

Will I vote Conservative
in the next election?
Absolutely not.

I then telephoned the
CRTC because their e-mail
system wasn't working.

I explained that I want-
ed to discuss with some-
body in authority an

abysmal situation
(because I know it isn't just
me) currently taking place
with the Rogers takeover
of Aurora Cable.

I thought the CRTC
would be interested in the
issue as they sit in over-
sight of the cable compa-
nies and I'm sure that
Rogers in their CRTC sub-
mission to take over ACI
promised that we would all
receive better service.

The polite gentleman
took my name and phone
numbers but I have yet to
receive a call.

So much for help from
my expensive federal gov-
ernment!

On a positive note, in
order to try and resolve the
programming and cost
issues which are part of
the Rogers problem, my

wife and I have now spent
several hours with Deb and
her team at the Rogers
store at Yonge and
Dunning.

In spite of being "on the
front line" and the recipi-
ents of  their customers'
frustration and anger, they
are unfailingly polite,
friendly, helpful, under-
standing and do their
utmost to provide a solu-
tion.

It's actually just like
when we were able to go
and see the great people at
Aurora Cable except that it
takes much longer to get an
answer because they have
to call "Customer Service".

As my government rep-
resentatives have been
totally ineffective, I now
turn to The Auroran and
ask that the power of the
press be invoked to help
former Aurora Cable sub-
scribers get the services
Rogers has promised at the
price Rogers promised
without the ridiculous level
of frustration and lack of
customer respect that is
currently received from this
cable services monopoly.

Norman Rigg
Aurora

Buck shows no respect for the mayor
To the editor,

The Evelyn Buck/Sher
St.Kitts situation is disturb-
ing.

Public shows of con-
tempt are never admirable.

This applies equally to
anyone, of course. It seems
to me that Ms. Buck has
compounded clear viola-
tions of protocol and contin-
ued the mud-slinging when
she publically admits in The
Auroran to having no
respect for the mayor.

I don't believe the mayor

has said the same about
Ms. Buck.

While I was prepared to
give Ms. Buck the benefit of
the doubt, she has man-
aged to snatch moral defeat
from the jaws of victory by
admitting to the lack of
respect that is fundamental
to working with others, no
matter their policies or
errors.

As Pierre Trudeau once
said to Justin when he was
young and hurling epithets
at Joe Clark as a man, "You
may question a man's poli-

cies, but you never disre-
spect the man." 

Show respect for every-
one.

That Biblical invocation
needs application in this
sorry situtation.

Rick Doust
Aurora
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YORK SPRING & RADIATOR

ON SALE NOW!

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

We Sell Them!
We Install Them!

TRAILER 
HITCHES...

FORMERLY 
OAK RIDGE 

MEATS 

JUNE IS KEBAB MONTH
CHICKEN

HONEY GARLIC; JERK; 
MESQUIIT; GARLIC & ROSEMARY; 

SUNDRIED TOMATO/BASIL; 
LEMON.

PORK
HONEY GARLIC; 

SOUVLAKI; 
GARLIC/ROSEMARY.

BEEF
TERIYAKI; 
RED WINE. 

FISH LAMB
LEMON SHRIMP;
LEMON SALMON.

Buy 5 get one FREE 
Choose from any 16 varieties 

of KEBABS at 
AURORA FINE FOODS 

and get one FREE 
Offer valid with original coupon 

until June 30th 2009

RED WINE

✁

✁
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March to support school attended by 1,000
To the editor,

On Monday June 15th,
more than 1,000 friends
of Wells Street Public
School marched in sup-
por t of re-opening the
beloved school in its cur-
rent location at 60 Wells
Street in Aurora.

On behalf of CAWS -
Community Action for
Wells Street -  it is with
great pleasure that I am
given the opportunity to
thank the more than
1,000 suppor ters who
walked with us, led by a
piper and police escort,
to Dr. G.W. Williams
Secondary School, where
we were met by the group
of 12 York Region District
School Board (YRDSB)

Trustees who hold the
fate of Wells Street PS in
their hands.

It was a very impres-
sive sight to see our
streets lined with people
marching with their home
made signs, decorated
strollers and wagons,
many of them dressed in
our school's colours -
blue and white - to show
the YRDSB trustees and
staff that we are not in
favour of Wells Street PS
remaining closed forever.

The 600-person cafe-
teria at Dr. G.W. Williams
was filled to capacity and
it was "standing-room
only" for many of the
marchers who were at the
meeting.

To the Queen's York

Rangers Renegade Band
for entertaining us prior to
the parade, and to
George St Kitts for pro-
viding us with a sound
system and microphone,
we offer our deepest
thanks.

Staging an event like
this would not be possible
without the ongoing sup-
por t of many people,
including Mayor Phyllis
Morris and the Aurora
Town Council.

While Mayor Morris
was unable to be with us
due to a family commit-
ment in the UK, she sent
her regrets to the commu-
nity, and wished us a
large turn out - which
indeed we had.

She also wished us a

successful meeting with
the trustees - which we
believe we had.

We sincerely thank the
following councillors:
Alison Collins-Mrakas,
Wendy Gaer tner, John
Gallo, Stephen Granger,
Evelina MacEachern, Bob
McRoberts, and Al Wilson
who were able to march
with us and fur ther
showed their support by
attending the public
meeting.

We would also like to
thank our par tners,
OARA, the Olde Aurora
Rate Payers Association,
who collaborated with us
to turn a little idea into an
event that Aurorans will
be talking about for many
years! 

At the public meeting,
letters of suppor t were
read on behalf of Frank
Klees, MPP, and Lois
Brown, MP, in favour of
keeping Wells Street PS
open.

We thank our elected
officials for their ongoing
encouragement, and their
representatives for being
present to read the letters
on their behalf.

More than 25 commu-
nity members took to the
microphone and respect-
fully addressed the group
of 12 trustees and YRDSB
staff.

Many offered solutions
for how to keep the school
open. Some shared their
favourite memories and
experiences while they
were students at Wells
Street PS.

To the members of the
community whose presen-
tations were so thought-
provoking, professional
and well-prepared, we
say a sincere thank you.
The trustees were left
with a lot to think about
over the summer months.

We thank the 12
YRDSB trustees who gra-
ciously agreed to meet
our parade outside of Dr
G.W. Williams, and for lis-
tening so intently to the

presentations. We hope
the information package
presented to them will be
a useful reference tool.

The final decision has
not yet been made.

You can stil l get
involved and help Save
Wells Street Public
School before the final
vote on September 24.

E-mail CAWS at
savewells@yahoo.com for
more information. Please
visit the online petition at
-
www.thepetitionsite.com/
1 / S a v e - W e l l s - S t r e e t -
Public-School, or come to
the CAWS booth at the
Aurora Farmer's Market
and sign the paper ver-
sion.

Be sure to look for our
float in this year's Canada
Day parade on July 1st.

Again, we thank the
members of our communi-
ty and friends of Wells
Street Public School who
rallied with us, more than
1,000 strong, to show The
YRDSB that we are not
prepared to let them close
the doors of Wells Street
PS forever, and that a
unique school requires a
unique solution.

Beverly Norton
Aurora

Wells teacher communicates
with parent from the school
To the editor:

I am a teacher at Wells
Street School, and wrote
the letter below to thank a
parent involved in the effort
to save Wells Street
School.

This parent, Helen
Ahranis, had written me in
appreciation that myself
and some other Wells
Street teachers were able
to attend the "Save Wells
Street School" parade in
the Aurora Town Park last
Monday evening.

Corey Jackson
teacher
Wells Street School
Aurora

To Corey Jackson et al,

I just wanted to drop you
a quick note to thank you
for your attendance at the
parade yesterday as we ral-
lied to Williams to meet with
the Trustee’s. It was won-
derful to see you and your
families, and some pets
too.

They say it takes a com-
munity to raise a child but I
would have to say it takes
awesome teachers like you
as well.

From learning to add
and subtract on an Abacus
to teaching our children
how to do the Bird dance.

Thanks again for all your

support, and I’m sure I’m
not speaking for only
myself but for the parents of
Wells Street, we hope that
we see you and our chil-
dren once again under the
roof of our beloved school.

Helen

Helen,

Thank you so much for
your very kind note.

It was a thrilling experi-
ence to meet the Wells
Street School community
once again in the Town
Park, to revive old friend-
ships and to get caught up
with the exciting news of
former Wells Street grads.

What is a community
about if it's not about reviv-
ing and maintaining all of
these priceless relation-
ships?

As each member of a
community like ours
becomes more and more
involved and connected to
the people within it, they
come to realize their shared
values together.

What better way to focus
these values than at a
vibrant and beloved histori-
cal school like Wells Street,
in the very centre and hub
of the community itself.

I have taught at Wells
Street School since 1991.

I remember my first
office, as the new Core

French teacher in the
school, off the upper south-
west classroom where the
huge windows overlook
Victoria's tree.

I had a tiny, but cosy
closet space to work in
amongst art shelves and
boxed magazines, with a
small window at my shoul-
der, situated right in the
centre of the upper south
wall of the building.

I would peek out at the
Wells Street students play-
ing on the south tarmac at
recess, and, much to their
delight, would occasionally
catch their eye and wave.

Over the years, I came
to teach in every single
classroom in the school,
and feel I know the school
inside out, every nook,
every aging cranny!

Last night, during the
meeting at Williams, I felt
that all of the speakers had
movingly internalized, as I
did over the years, the

magic of this worthy old
edifice of learning for our
children.

From these speakers
burst forth a rich and con-
tinual variety of reflective,
informative, sometimes wry
and witty, and sometimes
wistful revelations, but it
was all heart-warming and
ardent.

What a poignant and
nurturing example of all the
best that a caring school
community has to offer!

I wish you and all your
hard-working, committed
supporters the very best as
you continue to seek the
maintenance of our invalu-
able Wells Street School.

You have done an
absolutely superlative job
together, indeed demon-
strating the very best in the
meaning of "united we
stand"!

Corey Jackson
Teacher
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Magna to Donate $50,000 to 
10 Community Groups In Lieu 

of 2009 Hoedown 
Magna International Inc. recently announced that it will donate 

$50,000 to ten local charities and community groups in lieu of hosting 
the 2009 Hoedown. 

The Hoedown started out as a backyard BBQ fundraiser at the Stronach 
family farm and has raised more than $4 million for local community 

groups during its history. The annual event typically attracts more than 
350 volunteers and raises money for up to 15 different community 

groups each year.   

In place of the annual fundraiser, Magna will donate a total of 
$50,000 to ten local charities and community groups that have 

partnered with Neighbourhood Network, a Magna For Community 
initiative that provides professional resources and services to 

not-for-profit organizations and matches volunteers from Newmarket 
and Aurora with local charities and community groups. 

Charities and community groups interested in applying to become 
recipients of a $5,000 donation are encouraged to partner with 
Neighbourhood Network by visiting their website to learn more:

www.neighbourhoodnetwork.org

Magna will announce the ten charitable groups that will each 
receive $5,000 as part of the Neighbourhood Network Community 

Funding program in late summer. 

Magna wishes to thank you for your understanding and 
continued support, and looks forward to continuing the Hoedown 

tradition in the years ahead.

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome

This reader deciphers Rogers’ messages
To the editor,

After a few weeks of
“getting to know” Rogers
Communications, through

various means I have deci-
phered the message they
are sending me.

Allow me to paraphrase
because they are not com-

ing right out and saying this
directly, but we all know
actions speak louder than
words so I tend to listen to
actions.

Message: Mr. Brown –
in switching over to Rogers,
you will receive less service
and pay a higher price. We
know this, so in order to

shut you up, we will offer
you discounts on things for
the first year knowing that
you will eventually tire of
complaining and pay us the
higher price for less serv-
ice.

Message: We are not
going to come out and pick
your Aurora Cable  “rented”
modem from you, you need
to deliver that to us. While
you are delivering that to
us, why don’t you take all
this crap you are going to
need to operate the Rogers
system thereby saving us
another trip to your place to
install stuff.

Message: We are very
proud of our digital boxes.
They render your VCR com-
pletely useless if you want
to record a show while
watching another. However,
if you want to record the
show you are watching, you
can use your VCR. No, we
cannot explain to you why
you would want to record a
show you were watching –
maybe you were in wash-

room for a part and missed
it? We understand that
there may be times you
want to record a show off of
another station and we
have a solution. Buy 5 extra
cables (probably $8 each),
an AB switch, and a splitter
and then follow our simple
119-step process for instal-
lation and you will be able
to record off of another sta-
tion while you are watching
a different one. However,
we have another solution
for you. Simply pay us
$15/month for our Personal
Recorder and you can
throw out your “bought and
paid for” VCR so you can
pay us $15 every single
month forever!!!!

Message: Is there any-
thing else we can help you
with, Mr. Brown?

Message back to
Rogers: This is a family
paper so I can’t deliver my
message here.

Frank Brown
Aurora 

More woes with Rogers
To the editor,

Further to the letter in last
week’s Auroran with prob-
lems about the switch from
Aurora Cable Internet to
Rogers’ Internet, the person
to contact at the Rogers’
(formerly-Aurora Cable)
Aurora office is Dora
Nicoletti—her email is

Dora.Nicoletti@rci.rogers.co
m.

She is very helpful in
problem matters and seems
to be the only problem solver
at our Rogers’ office.

Perhaps the only one in
the entire Rogers organiza-
tion.

Also, the office has kept
the same phone number and

address in Aurora.
I know there will be a

flood of problems with the
Internet switch.

I had to switch to Bell, as
did some neighbours.

I had to do the same with
the TVs due to improper
cabling.

Bell solved that problem
with a simple, intelligent

solution and now I have a
cheaper service with far
more channels and no more
pixilating whatever.

All they did was wire the
house the way the original
cables had to be wired to
houses before they were built
with cables installed inside
the walls.

Also, to my knowledge,
the CRTC likes to hear about
problems.

After all, they get paid for
this, or so I have been told.

There is also a “hidden”
fee for licencing that Rogers
does not disclose until they
send the first invoice.

My invoice was for more
than $130 dated two days
after I had cancelled the
service by a hand delivered
letter.

Ms Nicoletti advised me
today, that they had received
the letter.

They say it is a one-time
fee. I believe that is against
Provincial Statute Law.

Perhaps our local MPP
could look into this? After
next week, of course.

Earle Lepofsky
Aurora

Reader is frustrated
with Rogers’ service
To the editor,

My experience with
Rogers mirrors that of B.
Zwarych of Oak Ridges
(Letters to the Editor June
9). However, my experience
has been even more frustrat-
ing in that I also had my
phone service with Aurora
Cable.

I have sent a letter to the
CEO of Rogers a month ago
to which I have yet to receive
a reply.

At the same time I sent
basically the same letter to
the Commissioner for

Complaints for
Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Services (CCTS).

I have received a reply
from them asking for more
information.

The CCTS is an inde-
pendent agency with a man-
date to receive, facilitate the
resolution of, and, if neces-
sary, resolve eligible con-
sumer and small business
complaints relating to cer-
tain retail telecommunica-
tions services.

There are several ways to
contact them: online at
h t t p : / / c c t s -

cprst.ca/ots/cf/ExistingComp
laintForm.do?locale=en, by
email at complaints@ccts-
cprst.ca or by calling 1-888-
221-1687, or by fax at 1-
877-782-2924, or by mail at:
CCTS, P.O. Box 81088,
Ottawa, ON, K1P 1B1 

I suppose what is most
frustrating with Rogers is
that their employees are not
adequately trained and are
not at all empowered to
make any decisions or
adjustments.

G. Wilhelm
Aurora

This reader loved
Hugo Kroon’s letter
To the editor,

Great letter from Hugo
Kroon in last week’s Auroran.

Mr. Kroon seems to have a
good grasp of almost everyone
in Aurora.

I appreciate the fact that he
knows that I cannot stay up that
late, nor do I want to, to listen or
watch this council.

There are much better pro-
grams on television like the
shopping channel, repeats of
Street Legal and even regular
commercials.

It is great to know that the
mayor has a grasp of all of the
wild animals coming into town
but not a grasp of this council.

It is also great to know that
the mayor was there leading
the charge to get the bear, per-
haps she thought that it might
have been her favourite coun-
cillor in disguise.

What a coup that would
have been.

On a serious note, I would
like to know when the mayor
will offer a public apology to
Councillor Evelyn Buck for

allowing the attack on the coun-
cillor by Sher St Kitts.

The mayor has the respon-
sility to control any speaker at
the microphone especially one
who does not live in Aurora.

People can say what they
want about Councillor Buck but
she still deserves the respect of
all council during a council
meeting.

It is the least that should
happen.

Nigel Kean
Aurora

To the editor,

I’d like to congratulate
Aurora resident Scott Ryckman
on recently becoming a
Serving Member in the Order
of St. John.

There are only five national
orders in the Canadian
Honours System: The Order of
Canada, The Order of Military
Merit, The Order of Merit of the
Police Force, The Royal
Victorian Order and The Order
of St. John.

Scott and his wife attended

ceremonies in Kingston on
June 6, 2009 and was present-
ed with his medal by His
Honour, The Honourable David
C. Onley, Lieutenant Governor
and Vice-Prior of St. John.

Her Majesty the Queen,
Sovereign Head of the Most
Venerable Order of the Hospital
of St. John of Jerusalem gives
sanction for admission and pro-
motion of individuals in the
Order.

Scott received this honour
because of the great work he
has done in the past 10 years

volunteering with the St. John
Ambulance Therapy Dog
Program visiting seniors in a
retirement home, evaluating
new dogs for the Therapy Dog
Program, volunteering at spe-
cial events, teaching children in
the Dog Bite Prevention
Program and being a great vol-
unteer.

Congratulations and thank
you, Scott.

Vivian Hould
St. John Ambulance
Therapy Dog Coordinator

Aurora resident becomes
St. John Serving Member
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Discount

RATES
without discount

SERVICE.
It’s no accident more
people trust State Farm
to insure their cars. 
Call today.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 
Canadian Head Office: Aurora, Ontario

PO50068CN  02/05

Allan Cruickshank CFP FLMI, Agent
300 Wellington St E
Aurora, ON L4G 1J5
Bus: 905-727-2749

www.allancruickshank.com

This Week’s Specials

Wow!Wow!
Jumbo geraniums, herbs, 

annuals and trailers... 
  eachOnly $1.50

10” baskets & large BBQ herb planter
  

eachOnly $10

All baskets & planters are
TAX INCLUDED

  
We accept cash and debit.

12589 Woodbine Ave. 
(2 kms. south of Bloomington Rd.) 

905-888-0080

TM

If you're 50+, you can save up to $400* on your car and home insurance with
from HS Financial Services. You also get the advantages of:

           • A Hometown broker - No call centres here!
           • No-fee payment plans
           • Claims Service Guarantee
           • No risk to try with our 30 day money-back guarantee

Get a quote and a chance to win a $1,000 Vacation Voucher �

Call Diana today at 905-727-4605 ext 237 and find out how
much you can save.

Save Up To $400*...

... and a Chance to Win

Being 50+ Has Its Advantages

www.hsf inancial.ca
*This figure represents an estimate.  Actual savings may vary.  Some conditions & restrictions 

 may apply.  �See full contest rules at www.hsfinancial.ca/PROage50Plus

a $1,000 Vacation Voucher�

Medieval Times event a success
To the editor,

On June 17th of this
year, instead of going on a
traditional Medieval Times
field trip the Grade 4 class-
es at Wells Street Public
School held their own
Medieval Banquet with
great success.

Weeks prior to the
Medieval Banquet the fami-
lies of the students held a
bake sale to raise funds for

this extraordinary event.
The event, which was

held outside, was a full day
of fun and educational
activities.

Thanks to Mother
Nature, the rain held out
until the end of the day and
all of the children and par-
ents had a wonderful time.

The children learned
about and participated in a
variety of medieval activi-
ties.

There were catapulting
competitions, jousting,
sword practices, shield
decorating and weaving
just to name a few.

Thanks to some of the
very talented and creative
families and grandparents
of the children, four full
sized catapults were built
for the competitions and full
wooden shields were made
for each child to take home.

They even enjoyed an

introduction to the art of the
Bo Staff.

Thanks to the generous
contributions of Mike and
Joan Watson from
Watson's Family Karate
School, all of the children
not only benefited from
learning various Bo tech-
niques, but they also had
their own Bo Staff, practice
swords and equipment for
this special class.

Of course, the Medieval

Banquet would not be a
complete success without
traditional fair.

The Grade 4s enjoyed a
warm lunch which was
catered and served by their
volunteer moms.

They enjoyed roasted
chicken, potatoes, corn on
the cob and other tasty
treats.

The school secretary,
Mrs. Virtue, pitched in and
made a beautiful chocolate

castle cake for their dessert
which the children just
devoured.

Wells Street Public
School's staff, volunteers,
and community once again
came together to make this
event an outstanding exam-
ple of what it means to
actively support the devel-
opment of the students.

Odette Irwin
Aurora

OARA rep says thanks for support
To the editor,

On behalf of the Olde
Aurora Ratepayers
Association, I would like to
take this opportunity to sin-
cerely thank and appreciate
our neighbours, friends and
community.

Back in January, 2009,
the closing of Wells Street
Public School was dis-

cussed at an OARA meet-
ing.

At that time we, as a
group, decided to poll our
neighbourhood to find out if
our community would like us
to support the "CAWS" to
keep WSPS open.

We soon discovered that
an overwhelming majority of
our neighbours wanted us to
take such action. Since that

time our community has
pulled together in a way that
I have not seen in the 10
years I have lived here.

Friends and family work-
ing toward one common
goal - to preserve the small
town culture that Aurora is
known for today and will
hopefully be known for in the
years to come.

This past Monday we cel-

ebrated our Aurora in a
parade of friendship and
hope as we walked from the
Town Park to Dr. G.W.
Williams Secondary School.

I was so proud to stand
there with my friends, neigh-
bours, and community - as
one by one they presented
to the trustees the value of
small town culture and the
importance of maintaining it.

Thank you. I love living
here.

"The saddest aspect of
life right now is that science
gathers knowledge faster
than society gathers wis-
dom." ~Isaac Asimov

Kate Kelly
Olde Aurora
Ratepayers
Association

March for school draws hundreds
That was the most

expensive of three sug-
gested options.

Another option, in the
$5 million range, would
basically fix the school.
And $8 million to basically
gut it.

Trustees listened for
two hours as about 24
people spoke passionately
about how Wells is an inte-
gral part of Aurora's edu-
cation history and a safe
place for kids to walk to
school. Most had children
who had attended Wells or
were wanting to.

"Just tell us what we
need to do to save our
Wells...It's a unique
school, we need to find a
unique solution,” said
organizer Beverly Norton.
“You need to think outside
the box."

Since speakers were
supposed to confine them-
selves to three minutes
each - three got up and
declared they would give
their time to Kate
Revington who then spoke
for almost 15 minutes
about the value of Wells to
the community.

She noted how parents
were impressive, constant
volunteers at the school
raising thousands of dol-
lars, helping teachers,
organizing the library,
forming reading clubs and
helping with field trips.

She admonished the
school board staff for its
report to keep Wells
closed.

"As stakeholders, we
object to the lack of
respect with which board
staff has treated our com-
munity,” she said, “and find
it wanting with its carefully
calculated numbers and
convenient projections, it
confuses effects with caus-
es, its view is narrow and
shortsighted, ours is not."

Later, Kate's 17-year-
old son, Robert, told
trustees they need to con-
sider parts of the report
that call for Wells to be
earthquake proof since
Aurora is not on a fault
line.

He also brought some
levity to the meeting by
inquiring if it should be
made volacano proof as
well. On a more serious
note he said the school
board's own mandate
could easily be fulfilled if it
considered its own $5 mil-
lion option since it met the
Ministry of Educations' for-

mula to fix vs. rebuild rule.
Jane Reeves of CAWS

(Community Action for
Wells Street) also ques-
tioned reports from the
school board staff.

She quoted last week's
edition of The Auroran in
which seismic, building
expert, Andy Godschalk
accused the staff of fear
mongering regarding the
condition of Wells.

"As a committee, I think
we have the right to
request an independent
jury to provide a more
objective view of the cur-
rent state of the school,”

she said. “I would think as
a democratic society we
should have that right to
have an objective peer
review done. This is a
huge issue, it's not just
about Aurora, and I think
that as a board, this is
your chance to shine."

She sought answers for
the next meeting on July
6th.

There's one more meet-
ing after that on
September 14th before the
trustees are due to decide
the fate of Wells on
September 24th.

From page 1
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2010
Most Fuel Efficient 

Midsize Sedan 
in Canada

61 mpg City 
52 mpg highway

15815 Yonge Street 
Aurora,    905-841-0800

www.mcalpineford.com

FUSION HYBRID...   A Stunning Performer

Light on fuel, heavy on features

Shop local...

Shop AURORA

NEW TENNISTENNIS
• Racquets 
• Clothing

• Shoes 
• Accessories 

For Men, Ladies & Juniors
WILSON, HEAD, ADIDAS 

PRINCE,  BABOLAT 

15483 YONGE ST. 
(Across from Howard Johnson) 905-841-0949

Bikinis, Tankinis, Boy Shorts, 
1 pc competitive 

Speedo, Roxy, Body Glove, TYR 
Bamboo Island   •  Stella del Mare 

             

ADULT & JUNIOR 
SWIM WEAR 

YESYES            –  we do sell, &
Repair Inline Skate Wheels, 

bearings & parts 
Lube & Rotate $16.95 

 

Check Out Our Check Out Our 
prices on prices on 

Sport ClothingSport Clothing

10% OFF WITH THIS COUPON - EXPIRES JULY 15/09

CHECK OUT 50-70%50-70% OFF 
SNOWBOARD & 
SKI JACKETS & 

PANTS

*Dc, Volcum, 
John Deere, 2 Pink 

Calvin Klein and more

!8%,

$9999*
starting from

plus tax

HUGE 
INVENTORY 

BLOWOUT!
No Reasonable
Offer Refused

HUGE 
INVENTORY 

BLOWOUT!
No Reasonable
Offer Refused

Aurora Chamber of Commerce

To register please contact the Chamber at 905-727-7262 or on-line at www.aurorachamber.on.ca
We look forward to seeing you!

THURSDAY, JUNE 25, 2009
COCKTAIL RECEPTION

Election and Induction of Chamber
Officers and Directors for 2009 - 2010

 
Church Street School Cultural Centre

22 Church Street, Aurora
5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

$20 Members, $30 Guests
Pre-registration is mandatory!

_____________________
 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and Staff of
the Aurora Chamber of Commerce,

we would like to thank all those who have
helped make the past year's events so successful -
the sponsors, businesses and individuals who have
donated their time, expertise, money or products.

 
Look for our fall Calendar of Events in our

September newsletter or online at
www.aurorachamber.on.ca

(905) 727-7262
 

75 MARY ST., AURORA 905-713-2317

Enjoyment for the entire family!

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

SALT SYSTEMS 
ON SALE NOW!

All above-ground pools 
NOW ON SALE

This Month’s Business Features
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905-773-9989
13130 Yonge St., Oak Ridges - R. Hill 

(South of Bloomington Road, across from McDonald’s)

EVERYTHING MUST GO
UP TO80% off

Hurry in and select from our large inventory of 
chandeliers, lamps, fans, etc; as well as decor items 
such as mirrors, prints, accent furniture and more. 

ENDS WEDNESDAY, JULY 1. 

LIGHTING GALLERY
BIG

STOREWIDE 
LIQUIDATION 

First time ever!

Bloomington Side Rd.

King Rd. H
w

y.
40

4.

Y
O

N
G

E
.

Schools get cut rate for artificial turf use
A staff report presented to

Aurora’s General Committee
last week recommended
reducing the fees charged to
schools for the artificial turf
field at Sheppard's Bush by
50 per cent from Monday to
Friday between the hours of 9
a.m. and 6 p.m.

This was based on a
request from representatives
of various schools to General

Committee last April, who said
that the current fees of $110
per hour were too high for
their budgets.

It was noted in the report
that this time of the day is a
quiet period for the field, with it
unused for much of that peri-
od.

Even at the reduced rate,
additional use would mean
that revenues to the town

shouldn't be negatively affect-
ed, and may even increase.

Staff members were also
recommending that discus-
sions take place with the York
Region District School Board
and York Catholic District
School Board regarding
shared use of their facilities,
and that a report be brought
back to council.

But the proposed reduc-

tion in fees concerned
Councillor Wendy Gaertner,
who worried that the town
would be giving up something
without getting anything in
return.

As well, she felt there
would be additional wear and
tear on the fields.

Staff members said the

increased use should have no
negative deterioration on the
fields and that reducing the
fees would be a good faith
gesture on the part of the town
to kick off discussions with the
school boards.

It was also confirmed that
should council decide, upon
reviewing the staff report later

this year, that the town would
not benefit from sharing facili-
ties with the schools, it can
always re-establish the current
artificial turf field rental rates.

On that note, the motion
was approved.

It’s expected the motion will
be ratified by council this
week.
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T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora L4G 6W8 
Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037

Directors:
Brent Forrester - Laura Windover - Lorraine Lewis - Gena Maker

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

®

Are you a NEW community agency 

serving the residents of York Region?

Do you need funding to help you with organizational 

development or a community service project for 2009?

Through the New Agency Development Fund (NADF), York Region is 

assisting in the development of new and emerging community agencies to 

provide services to York Region residents.

The Regional Municipality of York invites new community service agencies 

(those that have been in existence for five years or less) to submit funding 

proposals for 2009 projects that address one or more of the following 

priority areas:

Homelessness programs and services 

Family & Children Strengthening programs and services

Employment Supports 

Public health programs that compliment Regional public 

health initiatives such as sexual health, healthy lifestyles 

and health protection 

Interested agencies can obtain a Purchase of Service Request package 

(P-09-57):

By using the downloading option from the Region’s website 

(www.york.ca/NADF) or;

By visiting the York Region Administrative Centre, Supplies 

and Services Branch, First Floor, 17250 Yonge Street, 

Newmarket

The deadline for proposals is:

Thursday, July 9, 2009 at 1 p.m.

Late submissions will not be accepted

For more information:

Visit www.york.ca/NADF  

Contact the York Region’s 

Supplies and Services Branch 

at 1-877-464-9675, ext. 1669

More than 300 young soccer-playing children gathered last week to
form the number “45”, marking the 45th anniversary of the Aurora

Youth Soccer Club. Celebrations will take place this Saturday, June
27, in the form of a festival.

Trustee wants Wells to stay open
By MARLA LEWIS

“I think I speak for all of
us when I say there’s not a
single one who would like
to see Wells lost to the
community,” said Nancy
Elgie, a trustee from
Georgina, who was at the
Aurora meeting last week.

However, Trustee for
Aurora and King Township,
Gord Kerr, told The
Auroran he doesn’t want
to take a stand until all the
facts are in, and hopes his
fellow trustees keep an
open mind.

Regarding the recent
accusations that safety
reports and re-building
costs on Wells have been
exaggerated, Ms Elgie
said “we’ll be looking into
that and discussing what
we can do.”

Engineering consultant,
Andy Godschalk of
Aurora, is considered an
expert in retro-fitting her-
itage buildings.

He said it would be ille-
gal in some places to sub-
mit the kind of reports like
the ones on Wells without
detailed plans.

Ms Elgie said if the

Ministry of Education
offered the money needed
to preserve heritage
schools, then that’s what
school boards would be
doing.

“The Ministry did put
aside $700 million a few
years ago to fix schools,
but that money’s gone,”
she said.

Boards of Education
are now funded strictly on
a per pupil basis - so small
schools tend to get hit with
closures more often.

Ms Elgie said the annu-
al budget in York Region
tops $1 billion to look after
192 schools. “However, 90
per cent of that goes to
teacher’s salaries”.

“I’m all for community
schools – but we may have
to rob Peter to pay Paul.
But I do think it’s very sad
to see your neighbourhood
school closed,” she said.

There have been com-
ments from parents who
complain that Aurora is
moving east to Highway
404.

“But you can’t blame
the school board for that,
she said. “We don’t do the
zoning, nor did we move
the town’s civic offices
east towards Walmart.”

The trustee was also a
member of ARC
(Accommodation Review
Committee) that spent
seven months, looking

deeply into the value of
Wells school from a stu-
dent and community per-
spective.

ARC voted to keep
Wells open.

The elected representa-
tive from Georgina

abstained from voting
because trustees will vote
on Wells’ fate September
24th.

14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

Aurora
Seniors
Duplicate
Bridge

Monday, June 15: N/S -
Mary Oglanby and Frank
Lablans; Lucille Sequeira
and Judy Salmon; Barbara
Wittmer and Anne White.
E/W - Don Newman and
Murray Sinclair; Pat Leeson
and Mary McClennon;
Brenda Smith and Carol
Gordon.



Gas & Oil Heating Equipment
Humidifiers and Air Conditioners

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

MOON GARDEN
RESTAURANT Since 1969 

Dinner for

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O.

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington.
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3232$$ 9595

Sweet and Sour Spare Ribs
Chicken Chow Mein 
Chicken Fried Rice 
Beef Broccoli 
Lemon Chicken 
4 Egg Rolls

Winner 
2007, 2008 & 2009

AMS ROCK BAND CAMP

Contact:  MICHAEL LANTEIGNE 
Phone: 905-841-0065

Web: www.rockbandcamp.ca

 

 

 

Camp Two Week

Two Week 
 VIDEO CAMP

ROCK BAND 
July 6 - July 17 

July 6 - July 17, July 20 - July 31
August 3 - August 14

in the early 1970s.
From its beginnings flying

aircraft in the parking lot of
what is now No Frills, growth
in town has resulted in sever-
al relocations in an effort to
find more flying space.

Since 2004, the AMAC
has been operating from land
leased from the Town of
Aurora at 15059 Leslie
Street, just south of
Wellington Street East.

During the summer sea-
son (May to September)
flight instruction sessions for
students are held
Wednesday evenings, with
other training taking place on
the weekend.

Once members have
earned their wings, and can
fly and control an airplane on
their own, you can see them
out almost any day of the
week.

In the winter an indoor
venue is found, so that les-
sons and practice can take
place all year long. Monthly
membership meetings are
also held through the winter.

There are currently more
than 130 members in the
club, ranging in age from 8 to
85.

"This hobby bridges this
entire age gap", according to
club President Max Perez.

"You can see an older mem-
ber teaching a youngster to
fly, or see a youngster teach-
ing an older person to fly.
Age is no barrier to friend-
ship in this club."

Members range from for-
mer pilots to folks interested
in construction, electronics
and aeronautics.

In some cases, the mem-
bers build their own planes
from kits, while others buy
them off the shelf. Basic
model airplanes, including
the engine, radio and air-
plane, start at about $300.

There is an extensive

training program for new fly-
ers to earn their wings,
which includes not just the
fundamentals of flight, but
safety both in the air and on
the ground.

Despite the extensive
training normally required,
beginners will still get a hand
at flying this Sunday with the
assistance of experienced
club members.

Activities take place at
the Leslie Street field
between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Further details on the
"Come Fly With Us" open
house are available on the

club's website www.auro-
ramodelaircraft.com, or by
calling Max Perez at 416-
899-6291, or Brad Egan at
905-715-6128.

From page 1

Flying club plans open house 

Legion column

Aurora man was part of Operation Varsity
By IAN SWEET

Operation Varsity was
the biggest and most suc-
cessful airborne operation
ever and an Aurora resident
was part of it.

Its purpose was to land
14,000 men of the British
6th and American 17th
Airborne divisions on the
German held East bank of
the River Rhine, on an area
five to ten miles wide and
five miles deep.

The task was to sup-
press German artillery and
small arms fire, which would
have opposed 21st Army
Group's crossing of the
river, which was a quarter of
a mile wide at that point.

The British part of the
Operation used a total of
392 Horsa gliders and 48
larger Hamilcar gliders with
many of the Horsa gliders
being flown by Royal Air
Force pilots attached to the
Army's Glider Pilot
Regiment.

Each glider was given
the task of landing right on
top of its specific enemy
objective. In total, more than
1,000 gliders were used in
the combined British,
Canadian and American
operation and were escort-
ed by 1,000 allied fighter
aircraft.

The Glider Pilot
Regiment (GPR) had suf-
fered 90 per cent casualties
at the battle of Arnhem the
previous September.

At this stage of the war,
there was too little time to
train new Army pilots yet
there was a surplus of RAF
pilots and so to rectify the
GPR's shortage some

1,500 from the RAF's
reserve pool volunteered (or
were volunteered) to retrain
from bombers to gliders.

Once on the ground the
British glider pilots were
active combatants trained in
a range of weapons, so
once attached to the GPR,
the RAF's pilots received
small-arms instruction and
field training. Many of these
were very experienced
pilots from rank of Sergeant
Pilot to Squadron Leader.
Army pilots were selected
from very tough and skillful
soldiers before being
trained as pilots by the
Royal Air Force.

The RAF pilots drafted
into the Regiment had to be
turned into tough fighting
soldiers very quickly which
must have been a very
unpleasant experience for
them but they learned fast
enough. One RAF pilot no
doubt spoke for many when
he said that the prospect of
crossing bayonets with a
Nazi panzer grenadier
"most wonderfully concen-
trates the mind”.

One of these RAF pilots
"volunteered" to fly gliders
was Aurora’s Sgt. Vic
Buckingham.

He joined the RAF in
1943 as a Sergeant Pilot
and was sent to Canada to
learn how to fly as part of
the British Commonwealth
Air Training Plan (BCATP).

This massive buildup
boasted trainees from the
UK, Canada, Australia,
Czechoslovakia, France,
Greece, the Netherlands,
New Zealand, Poland,
Rhodesia, South Africa

along with the United States
and had literally turned rural
Canada into one vast air-
field.

While training with No. 18
Service Flying Training
School (No. 18 SFTS) in
Gimli, Manitoba, using the
Avro Anson, Vic met his
future wife Solvig.

They were married Sept.
9, 1944, but in October,
1944, Vic returned to
England with Solvig follow-
ing in January 1945. Upon
his return to the UK, Vic was
informed that the RAF had
all the bomber pilots it need-
ed and now he was going to
learn how to fly a glider!

One of the airlanding unit
commanders, Lieutenant
Colonel David Ward,
remarked of the gliders "you
got a plywood box, wobbling
behind a Dakota - tugged by
a piece of string. When you
arrived where you were
going, you pulled the
release, and your plywood
box was left to fly down to
the ground. But if there was
anyone down there shooting
at you, you couldn't do any-
thing whatsoever about it.
You couldn't duck…you
couldn't go sideways… you
just had to go straight on…a
lot of them crashed. It's sur-
prising how well you could
crash a glider and get
out…as long as you didn't
have a jeep and gun inside.
But if you stopped, certainly
the jeep and gun would just
keep going, straight out of
the craft, trundling happily
down into the battlefield."

Luckily for Buckingham,
his jeep stayed put during
the landing of his Horsa

glider.
The GPR delivered the

airlanding elements of 6th
Airborne Division (British
and Canadian) in 'tactical'
(as opposed to mass) land-
ings in the locality of
Hamminkeln, approximately
six miles north of the 1,500
foot-wide Rhine at Wesel.
The airborne landing took
only 63 minutes to com-
plete, across six Landing
Zones (LZs) and was part of
the largest single-day glider
lift of the War.

Despite the weather
being good with little cloud
cover and excellent visibility,
the drop and landing zones
were hidden under a thick
layer of smoke which effec-
tively hid all navigation
points and obliterated the
outlines of fields.

The British glider release
had been planned for an
altitude of 2,500 feet but
because of overrunning by
serials further back in the
air column, some gliders
were released as high as
3,500 feet. Regrettably, the
long, slow descent from
such a high altitude made
the frail wood and canvas
gliders especially vulnerable
to German flak.

Of the 416 British gliders
making the assault, 300
were damaged, many
severely with 32 destroyed
with all onboard and 100
GPR pilots became casual-
ties in the first few minutes
of the landings.

The smoke-obscured
and chaotic landings meant
that fighting in the still
smoke-covered fields was
confused, with airborne

troopers and glider pilots
struggling to find other
members of their units.
Much of the immediate fight-
ing was conducted by
scratch units which could
well have come as a partic-
ular shock to some of the
combat-inexperienced glid-
er pilots attached from the
RAF.

As night fell, the troops
dug in to hold their positions
before successfully linking
up with the advancing
infantry the next morning.

Their part in the opera-
tion done, some 500 men of
the GPR then escorted
2,500 prisoners back to the
Rhine, where they were

turned over to the Military
Police. The pilots then
crossed back over the river
to where a camp had been
set up with hot food and
showers.

The Glider Pilot
Regiment was awarded the
Battle Honour "Rhine" for its
part in this operation.

After the War, Vic and his
wife immigrated to Canada
in 1957 and they settled in
Aurora, where he pursued a
career as an Analytical
Chemist for CIL.

The Buckinghams have
been active members of the
Fred Tilston VC, Branch 385
of the Royal Canadian
Legion in Aurora ever since.

Aurora Minor 
Ball  Association
SENIOR ROOKIE DIVISION

McAlpine 14, Allstate 3
DG Law Office 31, Summers &
Smith 21.
Aurora Home Hardware 18,
Canadian Springs 13.
Canadian Springs 21, McDonald’s 20 

MOSQUITO
Restorer’s Group 5, Aspen Ridge 4
Dr. Mark Weeden 9, Kwik Kopy 2
Kwik Kopy 15, Dr. Orschel's 10
Jenmark Digital 6, Restorer's
Group 6
Dr. Orschel's 15, Aspen Ridge 13
Dr. Weeden 9, Kwik Kopy 5

PEEWEE REP
Aurora 6, Toronto Playgrounds 4
Aurora Jays 14, North Toronto 11

BANTAM HOUSE LEAGUE
Rotary Club 13, Aspen Ridge 9
Gabby’s 13, Restorer’s Group 4
Rotary Club 15, Gabby’s 4
Aspen Ridge 8, Restorer’s Group 7 

Gabby’s 12, Aspen Ridge Homes 4
Restorer’s Group 9, Rotary Club 8

AURORA JAYS
BANTAM

Georgina 6, Aurora 0

JAYS MAJOR
BANTAM 

Aurora 16, Richmond Hill 1
Aurora 18, Georgina 12
Aurora 12, Richmond Hill 2

JAYS MINOR MIDGET
Aurora 7, Newmarket 5

JUNIOR SCORES
Rowan Floors 8, Aurora 4
Georgina 7, Aurora 2.
Bradford 9, Aurora 2
Georgina 13, Aurora 2
Aurora 7, Mr. Rooter 6
Aurora 13, Bradford 10

MIDGET SCORES
Barrie 20, Aurora 12
Uxbridge 8, Aurora 7
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• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

THIS AND THIS AND 
THAT CAFÉ 

THIS AND THAT

Coffee, 
Homemade

Muffins
& 

Cookies

COMFY!
You can even sit outside 

                        if you wish. 
You can even sit outside 

                        if you wish. 

We look forward to seeing you at: 15226A Yonge Street 
Behind Thomspon’s Furniture Parking in behind off Temperance St. 

               A great spot 
to sit and chat, hold a 
               A great spot 
to sit and chat, hold a  
meeting, or browse 
through our unique 
     collection of items 
         we have for sale; 
    books, antiques, all 
     kinds of nic nacks...
 as well as 

Specializing in...
• Asphalt Paving • Interlocking 

• Concrete • Driveways • Parking Lots 
• Walkways & Curbs

• Excavation • Grading 
COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL INDUSTRIAL 

Call Charlie at 416-410-5026

the one day rental rate of any piece of equipment 
with this coupon   (Expires July 15/09)

RENT SOURCE

25% OFF  727-RENT 
 - 15540 Yonge St., Aurora (Beside Howard Johnson)

Tools and More 
All new equipment 
call

(7368)
(905)

By MICHAEL SEAMAN 

The third article in the
Doors Open series features
the Grimshaw House, locat-
ed at 15 Mosley Street, one
of Aurora's designated her-
itage landmarks, and an
interesting local example of
neoclassical architecture.

This year's Doors Open
Aurora festival takes place
Saturday, August 15, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Aurora is rich in historic
architecture.

Although a relatively
small community, there are
many exceptional examples
of styles and types of build-
ings that can be found in
Town - Georgian, Gothic
Revival, Edwardian, Arts
and Crafts/Bungalow are
among them.

Hillary House, for exam-
ple, is recognized as one of
the best examples of a
Gothic Revival Style home
in Canada.

While the diversity of
architecture is largely tied
to evolving trends in archi-
tecture - the differences in
styles also point to signifi-
cant moments of prosperity
in the Town's history when
a number of houses were
built during a relatively
short period.

For example, in many
cases, the the Edwardian

and Arts and Crafts styles
can be traced to the emer-
gence of the shoe industry
in Aurora in the early 20th
Century, while the Cape
Cod style Victory House
form emerged during the
years of prosperity that fol-
lowed the end of the
Second World War.

The first major wave of
urban development in
Aurora occurred following
the arrival of Ontario's first
railway, the Ontario Simcoe
and Huron in 1853.

The prevalent architec-
tural styles during that time
was Georgian and
Neoclassical and the
prominent form was two
storey with a three-bay
facade.

Given the speed at
which Aurora would have
grown in the aftermath of
the arrival of the railway it is
certainly possible that the
need to get houses built -
outweighed the need for
architectural experimenta-
tion and as a result a num-
ber of two-storey,
Geo rg ian /Neoc lass i ca l
homes with three-bay
facades were built during
this period.

The Georgian style was
brought to Upper Canada
by the United Empire
Loyalists.

It had originated in
Britain during the reigns of
the first three King Georges
(1714-1820) and was a
variation on the Palladian
style which was known for
its balance and minimal
detailing.

Simplicity, symmetry,
and solidity were the ele-
ments to be strived for.

The Upper Canadian at
this time wanted a sturdy
house that reflected his
simple dignity.

The practicality and
beauty of the Georgian
Style and its lighter, more
ornamented variant - Neo-
Classical served the early
settlers well, and as a result
was built for more than 70
years.

Some of the examples of
Georgian and Neo-
Classical in Aurora include
"Castle Doan"  built in the
early 1800s and Doan Hall
(built 1855), both of which
were on Yonge Street and
are now lost.

The Tailor's House
(1862), Henry Machell
House (1861) and John
Field House (1861-62)
located on Wellington
Street, still exist.

One of the most accessi-
ble examples of an early
Aurora Neo-Classical
House is the Hughes-
Grimshaw House, located
on Mosley Street and this is
its story.

Built circa 1857, the
house is one of the first
homes built on the original
village survey, which was
established by John Mosley
immediately after the arrival

Doors open 2009

of the railway in 1853.
Like many early Aurora

houses, the Hughes-
Grimshaw House was built
of wood.

Elements of the Neo-
classical style that can still
be seen include the sym-
metrical form and returned
eaves.

The most prominent fea-
ture of the house is the dis-
tinctive doorway with side-
lights and a blind transom.

The house passed
through a number of own-
ers in its history. The origi-

nal owner was William
Clark Hughes, a farmer in
King Township who rented
the home out.

Other names of owners
and occupants in the early
history of the home includ-
ed Thomas Gaviller,
Jospeh Fleury, Weddon
Playter and Josephine
Holladay.

In 1906, the property
was sold to Thomas
Grimshaw, the brother of
Herbert Grimshaw who ran
a bakery on Yonge Street.

According to local

accounts at that time,
Grimshaw made a number
of renovations to the house
such as upgrades to the
foundation and changes to
the windows to a two over
two pane division, replacing
the multi-pane variety that
would have been used in
1857 and can still be seen
on other local examples of
the style.

The Grimshaws lived in
the house through the
1950s.

Over the years, apart
from a change from narrow
four-inch siding to wider
siding around 1980, the
interior and exterior of the
house remained largely
intact.

As a result, when cur-
rent owner Paula Bell pur-
chased the house in 2005
she fell in love with the his-
torical charm and character
that are evident throughout.

When she acquired the
property Ms Bell did so with
the intention of adapting
the building for use as a
home décor store.

In the building's new use
as "Bluetiful Living", the
adaptation undertaken by
Paula Bell is particularly
complementary to the
building's historic residen-
tial character.

Ms Bell came up with
the idea to feature home
décor products in a particu-
lar room that would typical-
ly have been seen in that
room.

Items for the kitchen, for
example, are featured in
the kitchen.

Although Bluetiful Living
is normally open to the
public as a retail store
throughout the week, it is
also going to be a feature
site on Doors Open Aurora,
Saturday, August 15.

On that day special dis-
plays about the history of
the house and the
Georgian and Neo-
Classical styles in Aurora
will be seen by visitors as
they tour through this tangi-
ble reminder of the first
wave of urban expansion in
Aurora.

The Hughes-Grimshaw
house is on the Town of
Aurora's register of proper-
ties of Cultural Heritage
Value or interest.

In 2007 it was designat-
ed under the Ontario
Heritage Act for its histori-
cal and design value and
received one of the Town's
new metal heritage desig-
nation plaques to com-
memorate this achieve-
ment.

Mosley Street house on the tour

Entrance to Grimshaw House
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R&R Revisited Used Book Store  

USED BOOK 

Noon 
to 4 p.m.

10 a.m.
to 4 p.m.In the parking lot…

and inside the building

Multiple titles 

authors like: 

Grisham,  Forsyth 
Sanders,  Sheldon, 

Steel…

Grisham,  Forsyth, 
Sanders,  Sheldon, 

Steel…

Patterson, 
Michener, 
Berton…

Quality hard cover 
editions of 

King, 
Patterson, 
Michener, 
Berton…

Youth and Children’s series: 

Babysitters Club, 
Goosebumps,

Sweet Valley High, 
Boxcar Children…

Youth and Children’s series: 

Babysitters Club, 
Goosebumps,

Sweet Valley High, 
Boxcar Children…

Harlequin Romances, Hardy Boys, 
Nancy Drew…and more

Attention Collectors – Ask about our extensive collection of 
Harlequin Romances, Hardy Boys, 

Nancy Drew…and more
Plus, 

Featuring...Featuring...

LPs (yes, records!) 
at clear out prices, always!

and more!and more!

95 Edward St. (Opposite Harrison on the east side of Edward) • 905-727-3300

June 27 

Use your credits 
for more savings
Use your credits 
for more savings

(Sorry, 
no book 
intake 

on sale days)

*

*

2nd 
Annual

& 28



In the Aurora Shopping Centre - by No Frills
905-727-6212

JOSIE

Whether it’s for a 
Wedding, Graduation, Prom 

or any special occasion... 
Let us help you 

LOOK FANTASTIC
on your special day. 

Please call for an appointment.

A&F Hair Elite
Barbershop & Hair Styling

affo

905-841-2832 

Casablanca 
Fanimation 

Kendal 
Monte Carlo 
Murray Feiss 

Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat • 10 - 5  Thurs 10 - 8 
CLOSED SUN & MON

“SAVES YOU MONEY”
FAN MAN

• Ceiling Fans & Lighting
• 
• Design and Consultation 
  Services Available 
• Expert Advice from
  Knowledgable Staff

Newly Decorated Showroom 

on your 
Hydro 

Bill

An Aurora woman, Sylvia Neal, won the Senior
Star title Thursday at the Aurora Legion. A member
of the Aurora Seniors’ Centre Evergreen Choir and
the St. Andrews Presbyterian Church choir, Sylvia
receives her award fom Kathleen Kennedy of the
Barton Retirement Residence. Barton’s, Park Place
Manor in Aurora and Aurora Resthaven, presented
the event on behalf of Chartwell Senior Housing’s
National Appreciation of Seniors’ Day. Judging the
event were John Lemme of Newmarket, former
Aurora mayor Tim Jones and Aurora’s Marquee
Productions owner Sheryl Thomas. There were 13
contestants in the aftenoon event that was emceed
by Aurora’s Steve Hinder.

Photos by Ron Stevenson

Belinda barbecue
Senior Scape

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Belinda’s Barbecue Party, sponsored by Neighbourhood
Network, invites you Thursday, June 25th, between noon and
1.30 p.m., to come with friends to the park area adjacent to
the Aurora Seniors’ Association (ASA), and get your share of
hamburgers and hot dogs with all the trimmings plus dessert
and coffee or tea.

Tickets are $10 each and should be purchased in
advance.

This fun event is normally very well attended with plenty
of games that seniors can play, and it also provides a great
opportunity to bring a camera and record the stunts normal-
ly reserved seniors perform when they let their hair down.

And the event is funded fully by Belinda with all proceeds
going to the ASA.

The steady flow of income to the ASA throughout the year
generated by a variety of performances and entertainments,
all play a role in keeping the ASA finances manageable and
healthy.

The ASA presented “The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde” last week to an excellent and appreciative audi-
ence. This was the second presentation with one more pres-
entation scheduled for elementary schoolchildren.

Countless residents and not just seniors appreciate a live
performance, and this one, which was presented by a cast of
whom six had no prior acting experience, still succeeded in
entertaining an audience composed mostly of seniors, very
well.

Dr. Jekyl, played by Tom Webster, a late addition to the
cast no less, captured the essence of the Jekyll/Hyde part
nicely and received his share of positive laughter from an
audience who appeared to grasp that the transition from Dr.
Jekyll to Mr. Hyde required comedic skill and concentrated
effort.

And Diane Ament who played the fishmonger turned in a
capable performance.

And in spite of a few miscues, the cast worked away at
this comedy and were visibly appreciative when the audience
responded approvingly with laughter, while the young Kate
Jones who was quite at home as an actress in her character
as the granddaughter, played her part very nicely.

A tribute is offered to Judy Buchanan for her direction of
the play, which is well deserved.

The Canada Day Parade plans for the ASA float are well
underway, and this year the theme will be based on
Canadian Heritage.

Canadian culture is rich in its diversity of origins lending
opportunity to decorate the ASA float as our float designers
see fit.

The diversity of costumes appropriate to the occasion
affords the ASA members taking part, a wonderful choice of
costume from which to choose.

Whatever our members of the float wear, let us get out on
the street and let them see that we are proud of who we all
are. Let us raise our voices leaving no doubt of our appreci-
ation of their part in the parade.

The parade takes place Wednesday, July 1st, travelling
south on Yonge Street from Orchard Heights Drive to the
Cenotaph, a place of reverence and home of the War
Memorial at Peace Park south of Henderson.

Last year the Parade found a wonderful life force which
produced an outpouring of Canadian elation and fine spirit
for what is for some a birthplace while for others, a home of
choice.

This year more of the same is expected and patriotic fer-
vour will stamp its mark on all in attendance.

Recently, the computer club hosted its last general meet-
ing before summer, with a presentation by Andrew Walker on
the internet program, Facebook.

My view is that Facebook is probably for a younger gener-
ation to a large degree, but regardless the presentation
opened my eyes to what would have appealed to me in my
youth.

To access Facebook, which is free, you must sign up and
then login and the program then allows information to be
posted concerning personal life.

Friends may read your text and view graphics you may
post, posting similar information for all to view, thus maintain-
ing what could be a wide connection with friends.

Many close friends and others from a wider circle, would
certainly be lost as lives pursue opportunities, whenever and
wherever they appear.

In a younger age, this exchange of information would be
important, but elders seem less inclined to post their person-
al business for all to read.

I feel that it would probably be difficult to maintain too wide
or great a circle of friends through a lifetime; the time comes
to let go of the past, to some degree, and to move on.

The program was interesting and the information is impor-
tant, well researched and educational.

The 13 contestants in the Senior Star competition held last week at the Aurora Legion lined up for this
shot. We don’t know who they are (except that the winner Sylvia Neal of Aurora is sixth from the left,
and the person at the far right is event emcee Steve Hinder, also from Aurora). Others on the stage
include Robert Crilly, Heather D’Angela, Jim Edwards, Alvin Hache, Ellwood Ibbotson, Elinor Kaye, Glen
Langford, Neil Pemberton, William Reid, Bud Switzer, Ed Tower and Josefina Vares. Most of the competi-
tors chose to sing a song for the three judges, although one played the piano and another played the
valve trombone. The winner, and two runners-up, will have their performances submitted for the finals
at Toronto’s Royal York Hotel sometime in the fall.
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BUSINESS SERVICES

CARPET - I have sev-
eral thousand yards of
new Stainmaster 
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet
your living room & hall
for $389. Price includes
carpet, pad and instal-
lation (30 square
yards). Steve 905-898-
0127.

BUSINESS SERVICES�IN MEMORIaM

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week. (*This section only)  Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or go to  www.auroran.com 

• beginners to advanced
• ongoing classes 

• drawing & painting techniques 
• help students prepare portfolios for college and art school 

• no artistic experience necessary 
905-726-8883

Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 
Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV. 

mi.design@sympatico.ca 

 LEARN HOW TO DRAW & PAINT...  
 just like the Masters 

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

Classes and dances take place at the Royal Canadian Legion in Aurora
105 Industrial Parkway North

(Please park around back and enter through that door)

8 weeks only $85

DANCE CLASSES 
Level 1: 8pm - Jive, Waltz 
Level 2: 9pm - Cha Cha, Quickstep 

First Class - Monday May 11 
Last Class - July 6 

Site: www.SteveMillerDance.ca 
Call Steve Miller at 416-587-4125
Email: Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca  

BUSINESS 
SERVICES 

� FOR SALE

Not everyone

needs your 

services

all the time

but...

if you want to 
be there 

when they do, 
advertise in 

THE AURORAN

Classifieds

905-727-7128 

Advertise your:

• CLASSES 

• SEMINARS 

• WORKSHOPS

• COURSES 

Prices start at

$7/wk.

Call today:

905-727-7128 

CLASSES • SEMINARS •  WORKSHOPS • COURSES

If you would like 
us to search 

for a book visit us 
on-line at 

www.auroran.com 
then click on this icon  

R&RRR&&RR
RevisitedRevisited

95 Edward Street

905-727-3300

Wellington Street East

Metcalfe St.
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t
..Harrison Ave. X

R & R Revisited
95 Edward Street, corner 
of Harrison Avenue.

 Aurora’s #1 
book store

NEW & USEDNEW & USED BOOKS 

Open every day 10 - 4      
Sundays noon - 4
2ND ANNUAL 

June 27 
noon - 4 p.m. 

June 28 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

June 27 
noon - 4 p.m. 

June 28 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

BOOK SALEBOOK SALE

� FOR RENT

OFFICE FOR RENT,
Yonge and Mosley area.
For more information, call
Telly at 905-717-4073.

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish.
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033

Specializing in Stonework, Brick, Fireplaces & Glass Block 
30 years experience 

905-955-1726, 905-898-6782 

Brick • Block • Stone 
TAYLOR MASONRY 

Quality Workmanship by an 
Experienced Tradesman

www.taylormasonry.ca

P R O  P A I N T I N G
Int./Ext fast, clean, pro-
fessional & affordable,
last minute no problem!
9 0 5 - 8 9 8 - 3 4 4 5 .
selectpropainting.com.

We Care Tutorial Services Inc. 

For information call:
1-877-WCTS-INC (928-7462)

Tutoring 
in the comfort of your own home 

since 1977

Carpentry • •
• •

•

  Decks & Fences Professional Painting
Plastering   Ceramics   Flooring, Window &

Door Installations   Drywall & more...

HARRIS HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Professional Home Repairs & Renovations

(905) 716-2214

Call For An Estimate

harrishomeimprovements@ hotmail.com

HA
RRIS HOME

IMPROVEMENTS

Fully Insured 
Plumbing  & 24 hr. Emergency  Repairs
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THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only). 

Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  
The deadline for all classified advertising copy and Garage/lawn sales is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 76,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

HOME DOCTOR 
• Complete renovation 
• Basement 
• Installing Water 
  Filtration 
• Plumbing 
• Electrical

Tel: 416-738-5174   •   416-824-8823

Servicing 
all of 

York Region

(Byron) C-647-8295931

THE RELIABLE 
PAINTER 
Professional • Affordable 
• Fast • FREE Estimates  
Satisfaction Guaranteed

905-841-3450  
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD WEST

ORCHARD HTS. BLVD.

HENDERSON DR.

WELLINGTON STREET
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1) 44 Delayne Dr. 8 - 2 
2) 54 Haida Dr. 8 - 2 

3) 66 Earl Stewart Dr. 8 - 2
4) 141 Wells St. 8 - 2 

5) 14810 Yonge St. 8 - 1 
6) 32 Royal Rd. 8 a.m.

Sean Herbinson
ReMax Realty 
905-727-1941

GARAGE SALE MAP

M
urray Dr.

3

4

65

1

2

better 
water
pure 
and 
simple™

SIX PACK OF
SAVINGS

Rent a Softener for 
$1.00 per month 

for 6 months & receive 
6 Free Bags of Salt!

Not valid with other offers. Installation not included. Offers and participation may vary. O.A.C.

✁

✁

Ron Butler 

Cell: 416-818-5075

YOGA
CLASS

JUNE 27, 2009 

SWIM GYM INC.
Owned & operated by Yvonne Cattrall,

current Masters World Record holder, 45
years’ teaching & coaching experience.

Learn to swim, year round lessons.

SUMMER 2009
•  Swimming Lessons for all ages;

•  Aurora Selkies Competitive Swim Camp;

•  Swimmercise Programme for children;

•  Aurora Selkies Masters Swim Club,
Summer Programme for Adults over 

18 Years

www.swimgym.ca  •  swimgym@sympatico.ca

905-841-3450

Garage 
Sale Map 

locators 
are FREE 
to Aurora

Residents Only

 
Protect Your 

Driveway 
Keep It Looking 

Like  New 

DRIVEWAY 
SEALING

905-841-8949 
416-520-6252

FREE ESTIMATES 

S & S 

� SWIMMING CLASS

Handyman services available 
for all your household needs. 

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tom: 905-717-0517

SERVICES
HANDYMAN

SUMMER SCHOOL
P R O G R A M S :
Choose the times
that fit your schedule
- enroll your child for
a small/grade appro-
priate learning expe-
rience on Lake
Wilcox. Guarantee
your child's continued
success and confi-
dence in 3R's. Call
Ms. "D".,B.A.,
B.Ed.,905 252-2962

AURORA, BEAUTIFUL
3  B E D R O O M ,
detached, brick bunga-
low split. Large lot. Unit
renovated. $1100 plus
utilities. 416-918-3320.

GREEN  TRANSPORTATION

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: limousines@sympatico.ca

(AURORA BASED)

Hire a Hybrid 

“Green Limousine” 
for your next airport or downtown transportation.

From only $69.00! 
Call Alan @ York Region Limousines

Sponsored by:

Kennedy St.
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CLEANING MAID 4 U.
Professional, afordable
prices starting at $50.
905-775-6466

� DRAWING CLASSES

� PILATES CLASSES

D R A W I N G  C L A S S  
& Summer Camp
www.yhartstudio.com
/schedule.html Call
905-713-3650.

1-866-796-2663 andrew@andrewsrestoration.com

specializing in
high-quality masonry,

The brick stops here!

parging 
repointing

brick & block work 
mortar colour matching 

brick tinting 

chimneys 
fireplaces 
stone walls and flatwork 
cultured stone 
glass block 

window sill replacement 

wall opening & closures
historical restoration a speciality

2 0 0 7  V E S P A
SCOOTER for sale. Like
new - 250 cc. Shiny Red
- includes matching red
helmet to keep you
aerodynamically sound!
608 kms. $5,499 905-
727-5319.

C A R  F O R  S A L E
2000 Grand Caravan.
140,000 kms. New
Tires, runs great. $2500
o.b.o. 905-713-5002 or
bob@auroran.com

HOT YOGA (OR REGU-
LAR) in the comfort of
your home. $50 per
class. Unlimited people.
Ignite your transforma-
tion feel inspired!
Melissa 905-251-6680.

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

CLEAN

647-866-5858

WINDOWS 

CLEAN WITH CARE experi-
enced, efficient, thorough
home cleaning with an
added personal touch
905-727-2353.

CLEANING

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

YORK
ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES
ESA/ECRA#7006144.
New construction,

renovations, service 
& panel upgrades.

Licensed & insured.

Craig McLeod
905-841-8055

From

$59.95

SQUEAKY CLEAN
Cleaning Services. For
customized cleaning
contact Kathy DiRocco
at 905-726-1978. Let us
do your dirty work. NEED SOME HELP?

Spring cleanups, grass
cutting, deck repair,
junk removal, landscap-
ing, tree trimming,
eavestrough cleaning
and painting. Free esti-
mates. Roy 289-231-
3157
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FORMER SUPERVISOR R&D AUDITS
REVENUE CANADA CRA

For free consultation call: 905-479-9559

Fellow Certified General Accountants 
Specializing in T1 Individual, Business 

and Corporate tax returns. 

Call KAM SADIQ

LET US DO YOUR
 

R&D Cash $

TAX PLANNING NOW FOR 2009

Preparation of financial statements and bank loan proposals.

Call Kam for details 905-479-9559
Manufacturers and Processors Qualify

STEPHENSON, HAROLD (STEVIE)

Words cannot express my sincere
gratitude and heartfelt thanks
for the outpouring of love and

support at this trying time. 

To my family, friends and 
neighbours 

“God bless all of you”

Helene

� DAYCARE AVAILABLE

DAYCARE AVAIL-
ABLE Loving home
s/w Aurora. Ages 2 and
up. Please call
Michelle. Excellent ref-
erences. 905-727-6370

IN-HOME PILATES
with certified instructor,
morning and evening
classes, small groups,
call 905-717-3759

AURORA HTS. DR.Delayne Dr..
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24
Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society monthly meeting at

8 p.m. at the Aurora Legion,105 Industrial Parkway North.
Topic is "Fabulous Foliage" with guest speaker Heinke
Thiessen followed by flower show. Guests are welcome.
Admission is $2 at the door.

* * * *
Seniors’ Advisory Group inaugural meeting begins at 10

a.m. at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre; 5 Municipal Drive. Special
guests include Frank Klees, MPP; Lois Brown, MP; and
Senator Marjorie LeBreton.

THURSDAY, JUNE 25
Fourth annual Belinda's Barbecue Party, sponsored by

Neighbourhood Network, at the Seniors’ Centre, beginning at
noon. Tickets are $10 per person, and all proceeds go to the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre.

SATURDAY, JULY 4
Merlin’s Hollow, a one-acre garden in East Aurora, is free

to visitors today. It’s located on Centre Crescent, north off
Centre Street, west of Industrial Parkway North.

SUNDAY, JULY 5 
The Aurora Garden and Horticultural Society annual

Aurora Garden Tour covers seven gardens including a chat

with the owners and creators of the landscape designs. Tour
is from noon to 5 p.m., rain or shine. Tickets are $10 and are
available in Aurora at Caruso & Co., 15210 Yonge Street,
Flowers by Terry, 14799 Yonge Street, and R&R Revisited, 95
Edward Street.For more information call 905-727-5926 or visit
gardenontario.org/site.php/aurora/news/details/4441.

MONDAY, JULY 6
Revised staff report on the future of Wells Street School

goes to the Board of Education in the Boardroom, Wellington
Street West at 8 p.m. Public delegations must be booked in
advance by calling  Mrs. Lori Barnes at
lori.barnes@yrdsb.edu.on.ca or 905-727-0022, ext. 2263,

SUNDAY, JULY 12
Merlin’s Hollow, a one-acre garden in East Aurora, is free

to visitors today. It’s located on Centre Crescent, north off
Centre Street, west of Industrial Parkway North.

TUESDAY, JULY 14
Aurora Rotary Club golf tournament at Westview Golf

Club. Shotgun at 10 a.m. $150 per golfer includes lunch, din-
ner at the Graystone Tavern, electric golf cart and prizes. Call
Ron at 905-727-3300 for details. Participation limited.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15
Doors Open Aurora, 2009, takes place from 10 a.m. to 4

p.m.

COMING EVENTS
From page 1

THE AURORAN, Week of June 23, 2009 - 19

A busy
schedule
for Minor
Peewees

The Minor Peewee
Aurora Jays had a busy cou-
ple of weeks playing six
games.

Game 1 was a back and
forth battle which saw
Wexford edge out a close 9-
7 victory.

Pitching for Aurora was
Mathew Niece, Jack Pecora
and Aaron Hauck with sup-
port in the outfield from
Michael Dilosa, Alessandro
Bitondo, Roni Davelman
and Anton Kalinin.

But the Jays bounced
back with a 6-4 win in Game
2 over home team Georgina
on quality pitching from
Alexander MacKinnon, Jack
Pecora and Kyle Hauck as
well as timely hitting and
base running by lead off hit-
ter Mathew Leroy, Mitch
Albert and Liam Gray.

Ryan Donavan and Jack
Mull provided solid fielding
support.

The Jays battled hard in
their third game of the week
against North Toronto #2 but
came up short losing 15-4
with strong Aurora pitching
performances from Hauck,
MacKinnon, Pecora and
Bitondo.

The good performance
by catching duo of Donavan
and Albert as well as Jack
Mull in the outfield wasn't
enough as the Jays lost 13-
0 to Georgina in Game 4 but
rebounded with a convinc-
ing Game 5 win over East
York 12-2 when Kalinin
made his first pitching per-
formance and Hauck exe-
cuted the Jays first phantom
throw pick off at third to
thwart an East York come-
back attempt.

In Game 6, the Jays
extended their winning
streak with a 10-6 win over
rival Newmarket on stellar
pitching performances from
Hauck, Pecora and Mathew
Niece.

Solid defense by Gray,
Leroy and Davelman com-
bined with Dilosa beating
out a tag at home plate to
score the go ahead run to
keep the Jays there for
good.

Also of note was the
quick footed performance of
bat boy Tony Davelman to
keep the games moving.

Next up for the Jays is
Richmond Hill.



Before Before Before 

Jenn, Stratford

Jenn, Stratford
102 lbs lost

Irene, Selkirk
45.5 lbs lost

Vito, Woodbridge
22 lbs lost

Sign Up Now and Receive:

Bonus:  Call Now and Receive a FREE Healthy 
Weight Analysis and a FREE DETOX & CLEANSE 1

*

Henderson Dr

Wellington St. W

Allaura Blvd.
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StOver 50 locations across Canada and growing!
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