
orchestra.
"We believe that an exciting, mod-

ern, respectful worship facility is one of
the keys to creating an experience
people will talk about," said Frank
Pulumbarit, chief visionary who
chaired the redevelopment committee
for three years. "But we also look at
this as an outward-facing project. This
will add to the vibrancy of the entire
downtown core."

As a protected heritage building,
the 191-year-old church will look the
same from the outside, while the
metamorphosis takes place inside.

The huge project, with a price tag
approaching $750,000, represents the
first major redesign of the sanctuary in
at least 100 years.

It will include: a reshaped, wider
chancel with added wings; a movable
organ console, so the organ can slide
along a channel when not needed and
the organ pit covered to increase floor
space; a new audiovisual system,
including mic pulls and cabling for
computers and projection (e.g., guitar
amps can be plugged right into sys-
tem); new modular choir risers that
can be assembled in various configu-
rations; a reshaped balcony to maxi-
mize sightlines; exposure of two
stained-glass windows, currently
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Aurora United Church
to get major makeover

By MARCIA KAYE
Special to The Auroran

Call it a faith-lift.
Aurora United Church, one of the

most historically significant buildings
in downtown Aurora, is undergoing an
interior transformation intended to
enrich the worship experience and
revitalize the downtown community.

The redevelopment project will
dramatically expand both the quantity
and quality of usable space.

The redesign, especially of the
chancel area around the altar, will
allow for a more interactive worship
service, more creative ceremonies,
richer pageantry, and much larger-
scale musical productions.

There will even be room for an

The interior of the Aurora United Church as it looks today. By
the fall, workers will have transformed it into a work of art
which should enrich the worship experience and revitalize
the downtown community. Photo by Bob Kyriakides Please see page 13

Old Yonge sidewalk
is rejected by staff

Old Yonge Street has histo-
ry and charm, but at least for
the 200 metres of it south of
St. John's Sideroad, there is
no sidewalk.

Despite requests from resi-
dents in the area to add a
sidewalk on the east side of
the road, town staff recom-
mended to General
Committee on May 19 that one
not be installed.

The reason is that the cur-
rent standard for sidewalk
construction in town is to have
2.25 metres (7 feet, 4 inches),
of which .75 m is boulevard,

and 1.5 m is sidewalk.
One residence along the

stretch of Yonge Street in
question where the sidewalk
currently stops, is so close to
the road, that even though the
2.25 metres is available, the
house would be almost touch-
ing it.

Despite a majority of the
residents in the area being in
favour of extending the side-
walk nor th to St. John's
Sideroad, town staff does not
recommend sidewalk con-
struction at this location,

Please see page 12

The annual Spring Fling at Aurora Grove Public School was
held Saturday and a highlight of the event was this stilt-walk-
er who entertained students and parents alike. More pictures
on Page l2. Auroran photo by David Falconer

King mayor a candidate
There are now three people seek-

ing to carry the Liberal colours into
the next federal election.

A rumour phoned into The
Auroran Sunday that the Liberal Party
of Canada will cancel its nomination
meeting in the Newmarket-Aurora
riding and has already selected a
candidate for the next federal election
was denied Monday by the party’s
latest hopeful.

King Township Mayor Margaret
Black told The Auroran she would be
one of three people hoping to
become the riding’s Liberal candidate
in the next federal election.

When the rumour was suggested
to another hopeful, he was skeptical.

“At this point, I have heard noth-
ing,” said nomination candidate Tim
Jones. “Chris and I are still selling
memberships.”

Chris, the other person seeking to
represent the Liberals in the next
election, is Chris Emanuel of
Newmarket.

Currently the Ward 7 Councillor in
the Town of Newmarket, Emanuel is
serving his second term on
Newmarket Council.

Jones, meanwhile, served as
Please see page 13MARGARET BLACK



* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday each month at

57 Mosley Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee Club at 9 a.m. and lunch at noon.
Call 905-727-3032 or 905-727-1080 for more information.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday night at Trinity Anglican

Church, Victoria Street, at 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at the Aurora Legion at

7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.
* * * *

Canadian Federation of University Women holds monthly 
meetings at the Aurora Legion with a variety of speakers.

Please see page 15
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COMING EVENTS
CONTINUING

The Probus Club of Aurora meets at 10 a.m. the second Wednesday
of each month at the Royal Canadian Legion on Industrial Parkway North
Probus was sponsored by the Aurora Rotary Club in 1995 with an initial
membership of 25, now 82, for retired and semi-retired professional and
business men and women, former executives and others.The club is non-
sectarian and non-political. For information call 905-841-3558 or 905-727-
9344.

* * * *
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking for new members.

You do not have to be a police officer nor are you required to read music
to volunteer. The group rehearses Monday evenings between 7.30 and
9.30 p.m. For further information, contact the chorus supervisor at 905-
727-9676 or the coordinator of volunteer services for YRP at 905-830-
0303, extension 6717.

* * * *
The Adult Bereavement Support Group offers a chance to learn how

to cope with the loss of a loved one. Fred Bullen has given the use of the
Aurora Lions Club and Brent Forrester of Thompson Funeral Home will
provide administrative cost so that this service is given free to the commu-
nity. Contact mariesgriefjourney@yahoo.com to reserve a seat or get fur-
ther information.

* * * *
Aurora’s Air Cadets meet every Tuesday night at Cardinal Carter

School from 6.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m., and offer a program for 12 years and
older boys and girls.

* * * *
Aurora Opera Company's Children's Chorus is a new treble voice choir

dedicated to educating, nurturing and providing opportunities for children
to express their musical abilities. The chorus is open to boys and girls in
Grades 1 through 12 and consists of two choirs: Angel Choristers, a train-
ing choir for six and seven-year-olds and the Children Chorus, open to
eight to 17 year-olds. To audition, contact general director Sarah Kyle at
keepsinging@look.ca.

* * * *
CHAT'S Community Home Assistance to Seniors is looking for volun-

teers to assist with the activities in its Adult Day Program. The positions
call for a commitment of a few hours a week at its Aurora location.Various
times are available. Call Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Tuesday from 9.30 to 11 a.m. it's Story and Playtime at Aurora

Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway South for tots (age 0-4
years) and their caregivers for coffee or tea. Call 905-841-8883 for further
details.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the Pioneer Club for boys and

girls, age three to Grade 4 and the Junior High Club for boys and girls,
Grades 5 to 8, will be held at the Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390
Industrial Parkway South. For more information call 905-841-8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every Wednesday at the Community Bible

Church on Bathurst Street just south of Henderson from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
For more information e-mail Judy Hoffmann jhoffmann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing every Friday morning at St. Andrews'

Presbyterian Church beginning at 10.30 a.m.No partners are needed and
beginners are welcome.

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday evening at 6.30 p.m. at

Gabriel's on Yonge Street. New members are welcome. For further infor-
mation call 905-841-1352.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148 meets the first and third

Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street, south of
Wellington. For more information call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday of each month at

the Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30 p.m.

Please see page 19

Marilyn Redvers, Sales Representative 
14799 Yonge Street, Aurora L4G 1N1

905-727-3154
www.realestateaurora.com

$519,000

Beautiful 2 1/2 storey red brick on tree-lined street in old Aurora! House shows well - clean and fresh paint! Pocket doors, high
ceilings, hardwood floors! Terrific open concept 3rd floor–great for a teen or master bedroom! Easy walk to Yonge Street!

GREAT OPPORTUNITY!! CENTRAL AURORA!

Immaculate home in quiet enclave! Hardwood floor! Gas fireplace!
12’ ceilings in living/dining rooms. Beautiful maple kitchen with
large breakfast area. Master has 5 pc. ensuite! Finished basement
has family room, 2 bedrooms & 4-pc. Bath!

$529,000

FABULOUS BUNGALOW - ST. ANDREWS GOLF CLUB!

presented by

Wonderful home on beautifully landscaped lot backing to ravine!
Gleaming hardwood floors! Light & bright - lots of windows! Huge
kitchen open to family rm! Main floor office! Reno’d master ensuite!
Walkout basement! Walk to St. Andrews College.

$929,000

LARGE LOT BACKING TO RAVINE IN ST. ANDREWS

Call Marilyn for a market evaluation! 905-727-3154

*(For Royal LePage)

Lovely layout - 2390 sq. ft.! Large principal rooms - terrific for enter-
taining! Spacious eat-in kitchen with walkout to patio & private,
treed yard! Extra living space in finished basement with 4th bed-
room, 4-pc. bath & recreation room with gas fireplace!

$679,000

GORGEOUS BUNGALOW IN SOUTHEAST AURORA!

Beautiful home! Mature area! Many renovations, including kitchen &
bathrooms! Great space in modern Rec. Room with glass block curved
walls! Windows replaced! Lovely private yard! Includes stainless steel
appliances! Like new! Walk to Yonge St.

$289,000

QUIET, TREE–LINED STREET 
IN NORTHWEST AURORA!

Let me give your investment 
plan a “Second Look” Have I made the right investment choices?

Should I be selling any of my investments?

Or, is this the time to buy?

Why has my advisor disappeared?

HOT SPOT
is closed 
May 29th 

CINEPLEX PRIZE 
night June 5th
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

905-727-9561
14889 Yonge Street, Aurora

www.graystonesrestaurant.ca

It’s 
hard to 

believe... 

...at Aurora’s 
best eat-in restaurant 

But it is!
their take out menu is so good. 

BBQ Season is upon us!
STEAK  •  CHOPS  •  KEBABS  •  BEEF  •  VEAL  •  PORK  •  LAMB  •  CHICKEN  •  FISH

Lots of variety

Over 80 varieties 
- frozen entrées 

- meat pies
of sausage

15 varieties 

FORMERLY 
OAK RIDGES 

MEATS

THIS AND THIS AND 
THAT CAFÉ 

THIS AND THAT

Coffee, 
Homemade

Muffins
& 

Cookies

COMFY!
You can even sit outside 

                        if you wish. 
You can even sit outside 

                        if you wish. 

We look forward to seeing you at: 15226A Yonge Street 
Behind Thomspon’s Furniture Parking in behind off Temperance St. 

               A great spot 
to sit and chat, hold a 
               A great spot 
to sit and chat, hold a  
meeting, or browse 
through our unique 
     collection of items 
         we have for sale; 
    books, antiques, all 
     kinds of nic nacks...
 as well as 

Andrew Kipfer, president of the Aurora Historical Society, and his daughter
Alison, took the time Saturday to join other volunteers cleaning up the lawn
and gardens at historic Hillary House on Yonge Street.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Bike Rodeo ready
for Hickson Park

The Optimist Club of
Aurora, Police and
Community Together (PACT)
and the Town of Aurora will
host the annual Bike and
Board Rodeo event Friday,
June 5th at Hickson Park.

The park is located at
Borealis and Conover
Avenue, and the event runs
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

This event is aimed at
educating both children and
parents on important health
and safety issues related to
road and bike safety.

There will be hands-on
activities for children and
youth, while parents can
learn the latest in child safe-
ty and health information
from local organizations and
businesses that serve
Aurora.

Children will have the

opportunity to participate in
many interactive exhibits that
will teach them how     to
safely maneuver their bike,
rules of the road, water
smart lifesaving techniques,
home fire safety, head injury
prevention and many other
safety issues.

For bike enthusiasts there
will be a five-station bike
rodeo.

The goal of the rodeo is
to educate young cyclists
with minimal skills for on-the-
road riding.

The stations will include
an obstacle course and rules
of the road.

A charity barbecue will be
set up on site offering hot
dogs and bottles of water for
50 cents each. The entire
event is free of charge, but a
donation to the Aurora Food

Pantry would be welcomed.
For more information, visit

www.e-aurora.ca or call the
Special Events line at 905-
726-4762.

Town is benefitting
from parking garage

It'll cost $27 million to
build, its construction crews
are pumping additional
money into the local econo-
my through patronizing
local shops and restau-
rants, and it will be free for
anyone to use.

This financial boon to
Aurora is the new GO park-
ing garage.

Currently under con-
struction on Wellington
Street East, just east of the
GO train station, the new
facility will have 866 parking
spots on five levels when it
opens later this year.

At the May 19 General
Committee meeting, GO
project team members pro-
vided an update.

Rolf Kaartinen of NORR
Architects explained that
the garage will be accessi-
ble from the west through
right-in, right-out access
from Wellington.

Cars arriving from the
east will need to travel
south on Industrial Parkway,
and enter the garage
through the south parking
lot.

Because of the change
in elevation, this will be on
the third level.

The garage will feature
an open concept to
increase natural light and
cross ventilation.

Mayor Phyllis Morris
noted that while the open-
ness was an interesting
design feature, residents in
the multi-storey building
across the road on the north
side of Wellington had
expressed concern about
headlights shining into their
homes from cars on all five
levels of the garage.

Mr. Kaartinen pointed out
on the plan that the two
buildings were offset
enough that they were not

directly across from each
other, so that shouldn't be a
problem.

Other features of the
structure include four eleva-
tors, and 12 barrier-free
parking spaces. And, as is
standard practice for GO
lots, patrons will be able to
park for free.

Councillor Wendy
Gaertner asked about land-
scaping around the building.

It was explained that GO
staff were working with town
staff on the final landscape
plan.

At the moment, with the
exception of a few strategi-
cally placed larger trees, the
plantings will mainly be
lower shrubs.

This is in part due to the
large footprint of the build-
ing, and also as a safety
measure, to ensure that
sightlines are maintained.

Asked about the 120
spots on Berczy Street that
have been in the news late-
ly, Project Manager,
Suganthi Kathiravelu-Lem

said that these had been
leased by GO for 18
months, which will be more
than enough time for the
garage to be completed.

The additional spots
were only added as a tem-
porary measure to address
current parking pressures,
and will not be required
once the garage is in use.

Another question asked
by a few councillors was
where the people using the
garage would be coming
from.

GO officials said that
recent studies had shown
the majority of current users
were from Aurora. It was
expected the trend would
continue.

Disbelieving members,
noting they had heard that
many of the Aurora GO
patrons were from
Newmarket, and were here
to take advantage of cheap-
er train fares, asked for
copies of these studies,
which the GO staff promised
to provide.
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Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

Letter to the Editor

This postcard, loaned to The Auroran by resident David Heard, shows downtown Aurora back in the for-
ties. Busy little place.The postcard was sent to the United Kingdom in August, 1949, and got there cour-
tesy of a three-cent stamp. Looking south on Yonge Street - the postcard called it Main Street - there
were traffic lights at the Wellington intersection, and also the warning that you couldn’t make a “U” turn.
The tall building behind the existing clock tower building  was the Aurora Town Hall, built in 1875-76.The
building was also home to the fire department, police department and the library. It was demolished in
1956. Mr. Heard extends an invitation to a “Step In Time” walking tour that he leads on the first Saturday
of each month at 11 a.m. and will continue to do so until well into October.The tour begins at the Aurora
Farmers’ Market.

Policeman
of the year

Every year the Aurora Optimists put on a “Respect for the
Law” dinner and select a member of the York Regional Police
as their pick for “top cop”.

And every year, for the past several anyway, I have attend-
ed.This year, as it was last, the event was held at St. Andrew’s
Golf Club on the St. John’s Sideroad.

As I said, I haven’t missed this event, except this year, when
my daughter, making one of her all too few visits from the
United States, landed on my doorstep that night. Last
Wednesday, to be exact.

I was horrified that she would arrive the same day as this
event, because this year, the Optimists selected one of my
favourite policemen and I wanted to be there to share in the
honour.

Terry White is YRP’s representative on Aurora’s PACT
(Police and Community Together) Committee of which I am 
a member.

He toils out of One District, the division that covers Aurora,
Newmarket, East Gwillimbury and parts of King and
Whitchurch-Stouffville.

They operate from a location on Prospect Street at the cor-
ner of Water in Newmarket.

Terry, seen above getting his award from Optimist president
Carol Bartlett, has the ability to be a tough cop when he needs
to, but is also one of the nicest guys on the force.

Good pick, Optimists. Congratulations, Terry.

RESIGNATION
When I handled Cathy Vrancic’s column this week - Cathy’s

Corner - I was shocked to learn she was taking a leave of
absence.

All the details of how the column got started in the first
place are in her column, but I do remember everything about
that night at Oakland Hall.

Frankly, I didn’t think she could handle the assignment.
Writing a weekly column is not the easiest thing in the world

when there are so many other things demanding your atten-
tion.

But, she surprised me and along the way she developed
quite a following.

For that reason, and the fact she has become a very good
friend, I’m saddened by her decision to pack up the column...at
least temporarily.0

I recall the discussion that first night, and the thoughts
going through my head at the time.

A former publisher, the late Bob Buchanan, had asked the
new mayor - Dick Illingworth - if he’d like to try his hand at col-
umn writing. It would be called “The Mayor’s Report”.

Dick jumped at the chance and sent in a diatribe for his first
effort.

So convinced was Buchanan that the mayor could not keep
up such a pace, he split the column over two weeks.

Illingworth was furious.
“I can do it every week,” the mayor said, and he proved it,

still writing columns when he died recently at 92 years of age.
When The Auroran was born, in 2000, mayor of the day Tim

Jones was invited to renew the “Mayor’s Report” column and
he continued it weekly until he was replaced by existing mayor
Phyllis Morris, who agreed to contribute a monthly column.

The last column from the current mayor appeared March
31.

WINNER
Needless to say, we had a winner in last week’s contest

about the person appearing on Page 4.
No, it wasn’t me, although several people thought it was.
It was John Rodgers, former Chief Administrative Officer for

the Town of Aurora,
When the picture was taken, he was Mayor of the Town of

Georgina.

Ball diamond won’t cost
taxpayers a cent, VP says

To the editor,

The building of a senior
ball facility in Aurora will not
cost the Aurora taxpayer one
cent.

The money is already in
the town coffers. It has been
collected from new home
developers not from the pub-
lic.

There is only a very small
portion of the cost to come
from another source and that
has already been allocated to
the project.

Today’s economy has
absolutely no relevance to
the issue, as it does not
require any funds to come
out of your pockets.

New home developers are
required to pay the town
money. It is called a
Development Charge. It is set
aside specifically for town
built facilities. It cannot lawful-
ly be used for anything else.

Currently the town has
millions of dollars waiting to
be spent on amenities.

The diamond has been
identified as a facility that is
needed now as the town
grows and the sport grows.

Furthermore in the town’s
documentation, a ball dia-
mond is listed in the items for
which the Development
Charges were collected.

It is logical that it be used
for that purpose. It should be
expected that it would be
used for that purpose.

It should be noted that the
Aurora Minor Ball
Association will not be the
only organization to use the
baseball diamond in ques-
tion.

High schools and other
leagues will also benefit from
it for a very long time into the
future.

Mr. Grattage’s letter to The
Auroran published May 19,

has done a disservice to the
AMBA by suggesting that the
association wants residents
to pay for it.

This is untrue.
He has cast the AMBA in

a bad light, which is unde-
served. The AMBA deserves
our community’s praise and
support.

Mr. Grattage should have
saved his indignation for a
more suitable target rather
than perpetuate baseless
rumours.

As an executive board
member of the AMBA for
eight years, it is difficult to sit
by and watch those who do
not understand the issue
state falsehoods as if they
were fact.

As a taxpayer I have con-
tributed to my share of serv-
ices that I do not take advan-
tage of. I am willing to do that.

I also pay user fees for the
special activities my family
participates in. I believe in a
community where people
support and promote healthy
active lifestyles for people of
all ages and abilities.

I don’t think the alternative
of isolating ourselves and not
caring about others is a posi-
tive philosophy.

The Aurora Minor Ball
Association has been serving
this community through its
volunteer efforts for 30 years.

Every year we have well
over 100 parents helping out
as coaches, officials and
executives, committing thou-
sands of hours of their pre-
cious free time for the benefit
of children.

We employ youth as
umpires, which helps with the
economy.

Our tournaments and rep
teams bring visitors into
Aurora where they spend
money while they are here.
This has great value to our

town.
Our organization wants

nothing more than to contin-
ue the program we believe in
and that we work tirelessly to
provide.

We want children to be
active.

We believe sport teaches
valuable life skills such as
teamwork, how to deal with
winning and adversity.

Sports provides an oppor-
tunity for children to excel.

These skills create good
citizens and have far reach-

ing benefits to the whole
community, even to those
people who have no connec-
tion to the sport.

The AMBA will continue
to provide a program of
baseball for the growing
numbers of children who
want to play.

We invite the community
to drop in at a diamond and
watch a game. No charge.

Carol Walthers
Vice President
AMBA



Front Porch
Perspective

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

Almost a year ago, a friend and political colleague-in-arms,
Bob Callow, told me about an idea that was being kicked about -
the possibility of having a Prayer Breakfast in Aurora in the near
future - maybe even in 2009!

I was delighted with this news and hoped that such an event
could come to fruition.

Well, the hard work and perseverance of Bob and his fellow
committee members seems to have paid off.

For those of you who read The Auroran two weeks ago, you
may have noticed the small story on page three, in which Aurora
Council endorsed the initiative.The event will be called the Aurora
Mayor's Prayer Breakfast.

From page three: "As described by Bob Callow, who
appeared at council with two other representatives of the commit-
tee, the non-partisan group represents 14 churches in the area
that are planning to host a Christian Celebration of Prayer for the
community leaders serving Aurora and the surrounding munici-
palities.

"Similar events held in Markham, Whitchurch-Stouffville and
Richmond Hill have brought together hundreds of citizens to hon-
our, recognize and pray for all community leaders, from elected
politicians of all levels of government, to representatives of police
and fire departments, and local schools.

"The Aurora initiative will be held Tuesday, October 20, from
7.30 a.m. to 9.30 a.m. at Dinardo's Banquet Hall.

"The breakfast meeting would be fully self-supporting through
both ticket sales, and sponsorships.Although prices haven't been
set, it is estimated that tickets will be $25."

For those of you who may be wondering what exactly takes

place at a prayer breakfast, let me try to shed some light,
because prior to last November I had never attended one of
these events, either.

I was at the 11th annual Markham Prayer Breakfast
November 14th at the Hilton Suites Conference Centre.

There were more than 650 people in attendance, represent-
ing most, if not all, of the major faiths in the Markham area.

According to the front page of the program that was handed
out, the Markham Prayer Breakfast is "Praying for the Leaders
and People of Markham".

The event was very well run; beginning with starting right on
time.

An official welcome and opening prayer were handled by one
of the co-chairs.

Following the singing of O Canada, the head table was intro-
duced. Greetings were then extended to the assembled on
behalf of the deputy mayor of Markham.

A number of scripture passages were then read.
Guest speaker was Thomas Caldwell, Chairman of Caldwell

Financial Limited.
He has, according to the event program "over the years,

served on the Board of Directors of numerous charitable and
Christian organizations such as King Bay Chaplaincy."

The program also noted that Mr. Caldwell "was awarded Her
Majesty's Golden Jubilee Medal in 2002 for his activities on
behalf of Canadian Veterans.

“In 2003 he was appointed a member of the Order of Canada
for his work in assisting those in need as well as contributing to
institutions working to better the lives of others".

He was a great choice for a guest speaker.
Having a non-clergy member share insights about his own

spiritual journey was very uplifting.
There was also a musical performance.
The breakfast was to run until 9 a.m. and I believe they fin-

ished the program one minute early. Impressive planning to say
the least!

The price was also right at $30 per ticket.
The Markham Prayer Breakfast is operated by a volunteer

steering committee of church representatives, on a non-profit,
cost recovery basis. All costs are borne by ticket sales and spon-
sorship by churches or local companies.

They had six sponsors for the breakfast.
At the time I was thinking to myself it would be great to have

a local ecumenical event where we would break bread together.
Now, it seems we have.
But there is still a lot of work to be done.
The Committee has been meeting every second week for the

past couple of months and they have established seven sub-
committees, such as promotion and advertising, outreach to
churches, and table and ticket sales, to name a few.

The organizers could use some extra help.
If you are interested in being part of one of the committees or

volunteering in any capacity, contact Bob Callow at 905 -727-
7962.

As my Dad always says, "many hands make light work".

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

My friend Ellen inspired a dream I will never forget.
In my dream, I saw her bathed in golden light like the

angel she is and I heard her soothing voice. She said: "All of
us speak out in our own voice - the important thing is for
each of us to carry the torch that is lit with our own light."  

In late June of 2003, the editor of The Auroran handed
me a torch and I lit it with my own light. "Cathy's Corner" was
first published on July 1st, 2003. Yes, your math is correct -
it really has been just a bit shy of six years.

As many of you know, Ron Wallace "discovered" me.
I'm not sure what got into him but at the grand opening

of Oakland Hall Inn he challenged me to write a column. I
think I know what got into me: one glass of wine too many,
that's what! Liquid courage!

I said "Deal!" In case you didn't notice, that's a four-letter
word.

I said it as if I knew what I was getting into. I said it with
confidence I didn't have. And I said it with commitment that
didn't last the night.

But I did say it. The next day, not only did Ron remember
that I said it but I remembered, too! Maybe I had one glass
of wine too few?

At 6 a.m. that fateful morning, I sat bolt upright in
bed...and I howled. What was I thinking???

I spent the whole day trying to come up with a really
good excuse for Ron. I tried out a whole bunch of them but
he refuted even my best efforts. He was not letting me off
the hook!

"Okay..." I said tentatively. "When is my deadline?"

And just like Ron, he shouted: "Yesterday! Get busy!"
I know it's really hard to picture Ron wearing a halo and

feather wings, but he is my angel.
He gave me the opportunity to speak out in my own voice

and it has been one of the greatest privileges of my life.
When I submitted my first column, "Ahh...the good old

days" he said: "Good. That's exactly what I wanted. Now, do
it again!"

I did do it again...and again...and again - 240 times! Ron
opened a door and unleashed my life onto an unsuspecting
Aurora. Sorry about that - it's all Ron's fault!

At least that's what I tell my kids. Hey, they are my pri-
mary source of material - they are my love, my joy and my
light. They are my laughter and my tears. They are my tears
of joy and my tears of frustration.

"Mom," they whine, "you have turned us into "The Hills"
of Aurora! STOP IT!" 

Finally, I have relented. Their lives will become "normal"
again - at least for a while. I need to take a break.

I will miss sharing my stories of times gone by and my
freshly created moments, some of them captured not on film
but in scribbles on napkins and old receipts. These defining
moments of my life have been the light of my torch - a light
that has drawn me into my community like a moth to a
flame.

My column has made me think about the measure of a
life. I believe it isn't what we collect or amass in a lifetime but
what we leave behind that defines us. The measure of a life
is in the moments we treasure and the people who create

those moments for us and with us. It is in the connection -
the sharing and the giving that we are inspired to share and
to give more - our best - and therefore to truly embrace the
torch that is lit with our own light.

So I know there is no boardroom as powerful as the hum-
blest kitchen table. This is where life is lived...and where it is
measured.

All these years, that's where my columns came from - my
kitchen table and the special, deep place in my heart that
watches the flowers and the children grow, listens to the
birds sing and the children tell...the part that remembers
those special moments of today and many kitchen tables
ago...laughs and cries...and writes for the joy of the giving
and sharing that IS being...the part that feeds my soul.

As I gaze teary-eyed upon my first column that Damir
had framed for me all those years ago, I am overwhelmed
with gratitude to have had this precious time and space to
share with you, Aurora.

I have relived a lifetime in 240 columns, and it has left me
speechless - literally! 

It has been a great honour to speak out in my own
voice...a great privilege to carry a torch that is lit with my
own light. It has indeed been a blessing beyond words.

It's very hard to say good-bye so instead, I will say "so
long"...until we meet again, dear readers. Until Column 241,
I wish you Love & Light.

Cathy Vrancic welcomes e-mail at:
ccaurora@rogers.com

Mayor's Prayer Breakfast 

Cathy’s Corner
Love and light

By Cathy Vrancic
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Car + Home =
BIG SAVINGS

Peter Virtanen 
CLU. Agent, Aurora 

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR, STATE FARM IS THERE:
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

PO58005CN State Farm • Home Offices Aurora, Ontario • Statefarm.ca™

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Took Driver Training 
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages 
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st 

(two weekends).
June 6 - Sat. & Sun

June 15 - Mon. Tues - Thurs - Friday

MOON GARDEN
RESTAURANT Since 1969 

Dinner for

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O.

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington.
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3232$$ 9595

Sweet and Sour Spare Ribs
Chicken Chow Mein 
Chicken Fried Rice 
Beef Broccoli 
Lemon Chicken 
4 Egg Rolls

Winner 
2007, 2008 & 2009

Teacher 
Bob McRoberts 

is retiring from Williams.
So, there’s going to be

 a party
to honour him.

It will be held 

Thursday, June 4, 
at Aurora’s Howard Johnson Hotel

beginning at 

5 p.m. 
with appetizers

Gift presentation at 6 p.m.
Admission is $30 for appetizers and gift; 

$15 for gift only.

For more information, 
contact Lynn Gardner at 
905-727-3131 ext. 157

or Joe Pagniello at
 joseph.pagniello@yrdsb.edu.on.ca

Prime Minister invited
to Canada Day parade

To the editor,

We now have only five
(5) weeks before we cele-
brate Canada’s Birthday in
Aurora - Canada’s Birthday
Town.

As a follow up to letters
asking readers whether or
not Aurora is Canada’s
Birthday Town, I wish to
advise that I have received
information from many long
time residents who remem-
ber the signs up declaring
Aurora as Canada’s
Birthday Town as well as
the windmill pattern flag.

I think it could be that
this title can belong to
Aurorans if you want it!

Since April 29th of this
year letters have been sent
to our MP Lois Brown, our
MPP Frank Klees,  our
Mayor Phyllis Morris from
your Canada Day Parade
Subcommittee Chair invit-
ing our Prime Minister to

recognize our patriotic Town
and join us in our Canada
Day Parade for 2009.

Now it’s not likely he will
be able to join us, however,
undoubtedly Aurora will gar-
ner more attention as a
Town with Canada’s heart! 

Also on Friday, May 8th
MP Brown stood up in the
House of Commons in
Ottawa to announce and
celebrate the great national
pride displayed in Aurora –
Canada’s Birthday Town
through our Red Hot
Canadian Parade on Yonge
Street.

The CDPSC wish to for-
mally invite all of you to
come out dressed in red
and white and bearing flags
to cheer our paraders and
to show your love of
Canada by participating IN
creating the Great
Canadian Parade of Aurora
for 2009 (just fill out your
application and send in to

Town).
We’re also looking for

‘Clowns for Canada’ - fami-
lies and individuals who will
dress up as clowns in the
parade – last year we had
30 clowns thanks to
Marquee Productions who
has once again donated
clown suits!

We’re asking everyone
on the Yonge Street parade
route (and all of Aurora) to
dress up their windows for
Canada the week before
the parade!

We invite all children to
help create murals on the
sidewalk in front of the
Library on parade morning
– Yes, Sidewalk Chalking is
back! 

Be an Ambassador for
Canada – Help us with 
promotions leading up to
Canada Day Parade 
including:

June 20th – Saturday
morning 10.30 a.m. -

C a n a d i a n  N a t i o n a l
Aboriginal Day Celebrations
at Aurora Farmers Market –
sounding the drums of the
ancestors of Canada.

June 27th – Saturday
morning - Red & White
Strawberries & Cream
Festival for Canada Day at
Aurora Farmers Market –
treats & flags available.

The regular theme is
Arts, Culture & Heritage of
Canada with our 2009 sec-
ondary theme of Red Hot
Canadians GO GREEN.

We invite all those who
believe in green for Canada,
practice green, and/or sell
green to please help us cre-
ate some GREEN floats for
our 2009 Parade celebrat-
ing Aurora as a leader in the
Green initiatives in Canada.

Contact sher@stkittsmu-
sic.ca or 905-841-6893

Sher St. Kitts
Canada Day Parade

Daughter won’t be hired
by HBC anywhere: mom
To the editor,

Will that be on your HBC
Credit Card?

How many times have
you been asked this ques-
tion?

I have recently discov-
ered why cashiers desper-
ately put the pressure on
you. It all has to do with
their credit blend score.

What is a credit blend
score?

It is the ratio of sales put
through on HBC cards ver-
sus any other means of
payment, and is calculated
at the end of each shift.

My daughter used to

work as a cashier at the
Zellers in Upper Canada
Mall.

She felt uncomfortable
badgering customers to
use or apply for an HBC
credit card.

She would ask each
customer once, and if the
answer was no, would ring
up the order.

By all accounts she was
a good cashier. Her till
always balanced, her line
up kept moving swiftly and
customers appreciated not
being pressured while
standing at her till.

However, because of her
stand against this policy

her credit blend score was
low.

Her hours were cut back
because of this and she
eventually left the store
after giving proper notice.

She has since moved
away to go to school in
Kingston. At the end of the
school year she started to
look for a summer job.

The local Zellers was
hiring and she applied.

After having an interview
she was told the job was
hers, but as per company
policy they had to get an
employment reference from
Upper Canada Mall first.

Imagine her surprise
when she was told they
could not hire her after all
because her credit blend
statistics were too low!

Furthermore, she was
told she would never be
hired at any of the HBC
stores because of this.

I understand HBC want-

ing to keep costs down by
having people use their
credit card.

However, unless they
enforce this as the only
credit card accepted at
their stores, which I am
sure would hurt their sales
figures, they should not be
allowed to penalize the
cashiers for the customer's
choice of payment.

I urge everyone to let
HBC know that they way
they treat their employees
and badger customers to
use only their credit card is
unacceptable.

I have always been a
loyal Zellers’ customer, but
not anymore.

I have cashed in my
HBC points for Air Miles
and will never shop at any
Zellers or HBC store again.
Walmart, here I come!

Lynn Scriven
Aurora

Chairperson doesn’t
pay taxes in Aurora
To the editor,

Re: Volunteer chair fires
volley at councillor,
Auroran May 19

As a taxpaying resident of
Aurora, I resent the fact that
Aurora Council granted to a
person, who doesn't reside
or pay taxes to Aurora, the
opportunity to criticize a

member of Aurora Council in
public forum.

Shameful, indeed!
And, if citizens residing in

other municipalities, such as
Snowball, or even Bethesda,
don't like the way people
play in Aurora, I have a sug-
gestion,-......!

Stewart Ivol
Aurora
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If you're 50+, you can save up to $400* on your car and home insurance with
from HS Financial Services. You also get the advantages of:

           • A Hometown broker - No call centres here!
           • No-fee payment plans
           • Claims Service Guarantee
           • No risk to try with our 30 day money-back guarantee

Get a quote and a chance to win a $1,000 Vacation Voucher �

Call Diana today at 905-727-4605 ext 237 and find out how
much you can save.

Save Up To $400*...

... and a Chance to Win

Being 50+ Has Its Advantages

www.hsf inancial.ca
*This figure represents an estimate.  Actual savings may vary.  Some conditions & restrictions 

 may apply.  �See full contest rules at www.hsfinancial.ca/PROage50Plus

a $1,000 Vacation Voucher�“SAVES YOU MONEY”

• Expert Advice From 
   Knowledgable Staff 
• Amazing Show Room 

 Design & Consultation 
Service Available 
905-841-2832 
220 Industrial Pkwy. S. 
Call for hours

Murray Feiss 
Casablanca 
Monte Carlo

• Ceiling Fans & Lighting

FAN MAN

Specializing in...
• Asphalt Paving • Interlocking 

• Concrete • Driveways • Parking Lots 
• Walkways & Curbs

• Excavation • Grading 
COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL INDUSTRIAL 

Call Charlie at 416-410-5026

email ellis.greenstein@gmail.com or phone 905-859-0704

Buy organic, free-range
beef, locally raised in
Schomberg, Ontario

• Available in sides and split-sides
• Average weight 220 lbs per side
• Cut and wrapped to your specifications

CONCERNED HOW YOUR FOOD IS PRODUCED?
YOU SHOULD BE.

$3.25 per lb.

Honour students forced to drop out?
To the editor,

The recent downturn in
the economy has hit reces-
sion levels and career place-
ment jobs for stuents are
very difficult to find for the
summer months.

The Bank of Canada has
reduced interest rates 
dramatically to help our
economy recover.

Large auto companies to
law offices have pared back

the number of their staff and,
in fact, some companies are
now facing bankrupt status.

The downturn in the
economy is widespread and
smaller services and busi-
nesses in our society are
now feeling the domino
effect of this economic trend.

The supply of students
looking for summer work is
abundant now, and some
employers are taking advan-
tage of the situation by only

offering jobs to students
without pay.

For some students, valu-
able job experience could be
gained, but for other college
students, they face being
expelled out of their aca-
demic program due to the
"rules".

Apparently, for some pro-
grams, the Ministry's guide-
lines firmly state that a stu-
dent must get a job, which
pays at least the minimum

wage, for a required period of
time.

Students are clearly up
against the system!

The number of jobs which
fit the requirements for many
career placements are
shrinking due to this severe
recession and time is running
out to complete the quota of
hours, for the placement.

Something is terribly
wrong.

The Government and the

post secondary institutions
should work together.

Career placements for
students could be delayed
one year.

A student could be
allowed to return for their
next set of academic cours-
es, in September, and then
complete a career placement
requirement next summer,
2010, before they graduate.

Hopefully, the economy
would have started to

improve and more paying
jobs would be posted by
employers.

This plan could offer hope
for students, who have easily
spent upwards to a total of
$45,000 for their first three
years of their education.

Without a reality check
and some logical administra-
tive changes to this career
placement requirement,
many students who are
passing their courses could
not be accepted back into
their program next
September and become
drop-outs.

How would you like your
son or daughter, with an 80
per cent average, caught in
this "catch-22" and dilemma?

On top of this, it is
extremely alienating and
frustrating to hear our lead-
ers and officials say, "there is
nothing we can do"?

Now, does that make
sense to you?

Jim Jackson
Aurora 

Reader knows power company
offered space for ball diamond
To the editor,

I hate to tell the baseball
community in Aurora that I
know for a fact that at least
one power company offered
to have two baseball fields
built on the extra land asso-
ciated with a proposed
peaker plant in addition to
potentially offering other
benefits, including millions

of dollars for the town to put
towards Green Energy R&D
or other infrastructure as
the town saw fit, but all of
this went unknown as far as
I'm aware.

Although the mayor
knew this, I'm not sure if
this was ever even present-
ed to Council or EAC or
even if they would have
cared given that despite not

understanding the identified
need, or the dozen (plus)
environmental reports, or
the viable alternatives, the
mayor and her supporters,
including Sue Walmer,
clearly didn't want want the
peaker or overhead trans-
mission - so end of story.

Why take the time to
become informed when
when your mind has

already been made up?
So, yep, others interests

were, as Nigel Kean quotes,
" hung out to dry" .

As a result of our coun-
cil's saying "no" to to the
viable power supply options
put before them without
even understanding some of
the most basic facts or the
implications of their actions,
King is now faced with a
total mess that could have
largely been avoided, legiti-
mate issues with the OPA
procurement process were
left unexplored and unad-
dressed with the end effect
of impacting the south west-
ern GTA at this very
moment and Aurora could
still end up with overhead
transmission lines and a
less than desirable trans-

former solution in the not so
distant future.

I realize that this is a long
and painful story but such is
politics and smart growth
planning, Aurora style.

Richard Johnson
Aurora

We need to support
school supporters,
this reader believes
To the editor,

While the weather last
Saturday wasn't too con-
ducive to strolling around the
Farmer's Market, it did afford
me the time to take cover
under the shelter of the citi-
zen's group who are support-
ers of the "Save Wells St.
School" campaign.

I must say that I was in
awe at the dedication of this
group as they stayed at their
booth for the duration of the
Market and never indicated
their discomfort or displeas-
ure with their task.

We could all learn a les-
son from this devoted group
of young mothers who give
so freely of their time in a gal-
lant effort to get their mes-
sage out to the public.

Far too many people have
given up and feel that the fate
of Wells Street School is a
done deal.

I am of the opinion that
the "Board" is still gauging
the best way to navigate
around the public anger that
they know is brewing, more
seething actually.

The concerned public
haven't really become
involved as we have yet to
hear the final declaration by
the "Board" and until we do
we shall remain on the side-
lines.

I can assure the present
Wells Street school support-
ers that they are not alone
and when the time comes will
discover that their numbers
are huge.

It is up to all Aurorans,
regardless of your neighbor-

hood, to show your support
against this injustice and
contact the group in order to
get a lawn sign.

Contact Jane
Reeves@aci.on.ca.

Show that you care and

that the message of these
hardworking people is being
heard and that their dedica-
tion hasn't gone unnoticed.

Mark Warburton
Aurora
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#3–Largest selection of sandals and shoes north of Toronto
#2–Friendly, knowledgeable staff.
#1– WE STILL MEASURE FEET!

WHERE GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT!

14800 Yonge Street, Aurora Shopping Cente  (905) 727-9391

SHOES 
Est. 1970

Our 39th
year in
Aurora

www.omarsshoes.ca

Hurry in, offer expires this Saturday, May 30!

Top 3 reasons to shop at Omars... 

$ OFF
ANY PAIR OF REGULAR PRICED ROCKPORT SHOES

Choose to walk!

OTEREN

✁

✁

2 Great
Brands 

1 
Convenient 

Location

Call for delivery: 
905-727-2881 / 416-244-4444

15492 Yonge St. Aurora

15492 Yonge Street 
(next to Howard Johnson) 

Sun - Wed  11 - 9 
Tues. & Thurs. 11 - 10

Fri. - Sat. 11 - 11

Gas & Oil Heating Equipment
Humidifiers and Air Conditioners

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

TheAuroran.com

...is all about visibility

and claim your FREE space

We would like you to be a part of it. 
We want to include your business in our MARKETPLACE.

 

Go to www.theauroran.com 

Businesses only please.

We are now on step two of our new website.

Son hit by thrown egg loses sight in one eye
To the editor,

On Friday May 15, our
son, aged 14, was walking
with friends around 11 p.m.
north on Murray Drive com-
ing home from a small party.

A green "well-used" mini-
van with two teens in it drove
by three or four times throw-
ing eggs at the younger
teens walking on the side-
walk.

They managed to hit our
son directly in the eye! Yes,
the eye!

He called us on his cell

and we came to get him right
away.

We did not know how
serious it was, thinking it
would just be a black eye
where you would put a cold
cloth on it and go to bed -
had we done this he would
be blind in that eye today!

Instead our son said he
could not see out of it and
we noticed blood. My hus-
band took him to Southlake
Emerg!

The doctor said he would
likely have gone blind had
we not done this... there was

damage and blood "in" his
eye!  Can you believe it?

So much for plans to get
away to visit relatives for the
long weekend, they were
spent at Emerg to get the
eye attended to.

NO pressure whatsoever
on the eye, no physical activ-
ity, wearing protective glass-
es, drops several times a
day...and all because of an
idiotic prank that the two
teens in the mini-van
thought was funny!

Maybe the parents of
those teens will read this

and ask their sons what they
were doing that Friday night,
just to let them know they
may have ruined one boy's
vision for life.

We are still waiting to see
how the vision progresses.

As of May 25th he could
see the second from top line
on the vision chart (big let-
ters) and that was blurred!!! 

Concerned parents
Aurora

To the editor,

I am appalled by the antics
of the Council of this Town.

After reading the recent arti-
cle in a local paper about the
allegations made against a
council member and the proce-
dural wrangling that then
occurred, I watched the video
(on Rogers via the internet) - I
had to see it for myself.

For the mayor and mem-
bers of council to sit quietly by
while Councillor Buck was sub-
jected to such allegations dur-
ing a public forum  - whether
they are true or not - was
beyond belief.

To find out that her family
members were in the audience

listening while waiting for an
award ceremony was truly sad
indeed.

I applaud Councillor Buck
for her restraint during the 
session; and when she did try
to ask questions it seemed to
me that she was being cut
short by Mayor Morris.

I am left wondering if the
outcome would have been dif-
ferent if this had involved anoth-
er member of council.

Mayor Morris quotes the
Code of Conduct frequently so
I looked it up on the Town's
website.

It talks about how someone
can put in a complaint about a
member of council which is to
be in writing with a "supporting

affidavit that sets out the evi-
dence" and filed with the
Director of Corporate Services.

I didn't see any mention that
the complaint can be made
during an open council meet-
ing.

Aurora has hit another low.
Surely there are more resi-

dents disillusioned with this
council than just the few who
regularly write letters to the edi-
tor. The rest of us need to ask
questions and become
informed -  start by watching
the May 12 Council video -  and
then be sure to exercise your
right to vote in November 2010.

A. Abbott
Aurora

He enjoyed tribute
to Gordon Lightfoot
To the editor,

Last Saturday night I was
able to attend a local con-
cert by some very talented
musicians who celebrated
the music that Gordon
Lightfoot has entertained us
with for more than 40 years.

I have travelled across
Canada so many times,
camping, canoeing and hik-
ing from St John’s to Tofino
with the music of that Great
Canadian singer/songwriter
Gordon Lightfoot playing on
our radio or by the evening
campfires.

Lightfoot played concerts
at the University of Waterloo,
where we were students and
then at Massey Hall over the
past 25 years.

His songs seem to part of
the Canadian mosaic.

I must say that Saturday
night couldn’t have been
better with the outstanding
local talents of John Stinson
and Paul Bartlett who I
understand were tutored by
Gord’s lead guitarist Red
Shea, who was another
famous Auroran who died in
2008.

On top of all this local tal-
ent Ron Jones from
Vancouver, Kathy Thorpe
from Toronto and Tim
Dennis from Rochester, NY,
rounded out the evening

with wonderful Lightfoot
tunes.

Maybe they would play
for us at “Music in the Park“
and share Lightfoot’s
Canadian songs and stories
with the families of Aurora in
the outdoor forum at the
Town Park.

This was the best night
of folk music we have
enjoyed in years from a

group that makes you think
Gord is right there.

Please keep up the great
work and keep us informed
through your website,
www. l ight foot t r ibute.ca.
Perhaps we can convince
you to play at our farm this
summer by the campfire.

Paul D. Forbes
Aurora

FREE BUSINESS LISTING

Reader is appalled
with council antics
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905.841.2777 
145 Murray Drive

Aurora, Ontario L4G 2C7  
edaurora@kingswayarms.com

CARE FREE LIVING

choice of studio or 1 bedroom suites
24 hr. emergency response system
24 hr. professional staff
chef prepared meals 
full activity calendar 
housekeeping/laundry 
trial and response stays 
small pets welcome 
vacation stays 

 

for our first Annual Market Place Extravaganza 
from 9 – 1 pm – with proceeds going to 

‘SICK KIDS FOUNDATION’

Mark your calendars for
Saturday, June 6th, 2009 

We need gutsy decisions for downtown: Klaus
To the editor,

Congratulations to the
mayor and Aurora Council for
initiating the Yonge and
Wellington Corridor Study.

Consultants have been
hired.

The first public meetings
took place on May 13.

The interested business
owners and residents were
given some insights into the
characteristics of successful
downtowns, based on United
States models.

The only U.S. town on their
list which I have visited in
Burlington, Vermont.

From what I remember
their street scene is rich in
Colonial architecture.

My impressions of the town
were positive and I would go a
bit out of my way to return, if I
travelled near there.

However, I have visited
other towns which impressed
me more, and which have fea-
tures that are useful in the
study context.

In Vienna, Austria, the town
politicians commissioned a
p a i n t e r - a r c h i t e c t ,
Hundertwasser, to design a
public housing project.

That project catapulted the
artist’s career into an interna-
tional success story.

Today Vienna proudly har-
bours several Hundertwasser
structures, among them the
“Hundertwasser Haus”.

Tourists flock to these
structures. Bright colours,
eccentric design and the
absence of straight lines are
chief among the special fea-
tures that set these landmarks
aside.

The Viennese are justifi-
ably proud of these modern
additions to their equally

impressive traditional build-
ings.

But they went out on a limb,
politically, to get there.

Uelzen, a town smaller
than Aurora, in northern
Germany, has been roused
from its previously sleepy exis-
tence by the redesign of its
railroad station, by the same
Viennese painter-architect.

The town’s pedestrian-ori-
ented main street that ends at
the staiton is teeming with
tourists on just about every
weekend.

They don’t get as much
snow, though, as Aurora.

As an aside, among the
many curious design features
of that station are the
redesigned washrooms.

As elsewhere in the build-
ing, including its restaurant,
the entrance and all the walls
and floors are undulating and
bathed in vibrant colours.

But what tops off the wash-
rooms, and with that the build-
ing’s eccentricity and appeal,
at certain times the men’s
washroom can be visited - for
a fee.

Each stall has its own char-
acter.

Barcelona had Gaudi. His
architectural, artistic influence
on that city’s appeal is amaz-
ing.

Recent visits to three of his
architectural wonders, two of
them having been honoured
by UNESCO heritage, as has
one of Hundertwasser’s, made
me realize how architecture
can indeed influence the
recognition of a town.

A residence which Gaudi
designed has woodwork that
includes wavy folding doors
which I could not imagine hav-
ing crafted even though I am a
trained cabinetmaker.

In a park which he
designed:again the colour and
the curves, the functionality as
well as the symbolism of all of
the naturalistic and organic
artistic designs - just out of this
world.

And then there is the cathe-
dral which had been started in
the 19th century and is still
actively being built, even after
its main architect has long
since passed away.

In that cathedral one is able
to view an exhibit on how
Gaudi translated nature’s
designs into design basics of
the structural and ornamental
components of the cathedral -
how nature guided Gaudi’s
creative mind.

Closer to home, we have
an example in Unionville,
where the architecture of the
past has been blended with
street entertainers of today, to
draw customers to its down-
town businesses.

Also there, one of the more
central green spaces has
been embellished, in a man-
ner respectful to nature, with
alternative playground archi-
tecture, including functional
sculptures and seats on rocks.

As this playground is just
off main street, it enhances the
prospects of a pleasant walk
around town and through the
business district.

I could go on talking about
successful town features that I
have had the pleasure of
experiencing during my trav-
els, such as the excellent tran-
sit systems in my birthtown of
Bremen, and the mid-town
and mid-street animal sculp-
tures that are loved by children
and adults alike, but let me
summarize what I have come
away with as my main insights
that could be applied to

Aurora.
Aurora’s citizens should be

able to be proud of everything
that changed the Town, each
small change included.

Creative people need to be
involved to not only initiate
changes, but also in the design
of the changes and in their
execution - from the start.

Risks need to be taken in
initiating and carrying out the
more visionary changes, all
along the change process.

The greater the possibility
of significant impact of a pro-
posed change, the greater the
opportunity for ridicule, and the
more vehement the initial
opposition.

It takes guts to overcome,
to move beyond.

All structures, and to the
degree possible, infrastructure,
including large public squares,
the surfaces of traffic arteries,
and roundabouts, should
include artistic endeavours or
components, often as costs
that will apppear out of propor-
tion to the bare bones
approach.

That way something unique
can be created, something
special to Aurora, something
that will contribute to making
us proud of Aurora.

Apart from the above
observations, which are based
on experencing great down-
towns elsewhere, I’d like to
make some remarks that per-
tain to the study process, and
to some enhancement poten-

tials that exist in Aurora.
The process should allow

for creative minds to come
together, likely in a charrette
format, so that round heads
can go to work on ideas, to
come up with suggestions that
flow from synthesis.

I am also convinced that
creativity is so important that a
special invitation should go out
to all of Aurora’s artists and
inventive minds, to come
together in a room and to start
discussions during which
every idea, no matter how
crazy, is welcomed.

A professional co-ordina-
tor/umpire would need to be
found, to report on the results
of such a meeting.

To make Aurorans proud,
we have to get beyond
design/build, cookie cutter
approaches.

We also likely have to get
beyond some of the restrictive
by-law and tax rules to allow
different approaches to unfold,
and some creative concepts to
survive.

As an example, we need to
find a way to re-introduce food
retailers into the downtown.

For that to happen, we
need round heads that can
think in all directions, and
some negotiations.

Apart from the process, I
maintain that better utilizing
our natural features, with
respect for ecological realities,
and more emphasis on pedes-
trian traffic, can not only result

in better life style opportunities
for Aurorans, but will also serve
to enhance how we feel about
Aurora.

We would become proud to
show off our home town to vis-
itors and tourists alike.

And that would go a long
way to help our businesses
downtown.

If nothing else, pride in
Aurora would more likely want
Aurorans to shop downtown.

The consultants mentioned
the importance of gateways.

Aurora could have four
gateways at the Yonge Street
and Wellington Street
entrances to Aurora from all
directions.

I imagine artistically
designed arched structures
across the four lanes, for
pedestrian and bicycle traffic.

Constructing such over-
passes across Yonge and
Wellington would serve to let
the non-motorized traffic cross
major traffic corridors safely,
and would serve to welcome
people to Aurora, as well as
welcome them back.

The town’s logo would be
prominently featured.

How those arches would
fulfill those twin purposes - and
how they would define Aurora!

The Yonge and Wellington
Corridor Study could indeed
be a catalyst for defining
Aurora!

Klaus Wehrenberg
Aurora

Party for Skelcher
June 13 at Legion
To the editor,

During my 21 years in
Aurora I have met many
great people who always
seem willing to help anyone
who asks.

One person who really
has made a conscious
effort to assist and help
everyone is Randy
Skelcher.

Who?
Randy has an amazing

talent of sounding like Roy

Orbison or Elvis Presley
when he sings.

He entertains at many
events and places including
the Legion, seniors’ centre,
bars, street festivals and
many others.

At a recent event at the
Legion in February the DJ
who was supposed to
appear never showed up
and with about 150 people
in the Legion the night
would have been a disaster
with no music.

To the editor,

Just a quick note to B.Taylor
who responded to my rebuttal.

I don't know where you're
going with all those flimsy, con-
fusing statistics but my point
remains the same.

Many other activities, some
of which I mentioned in my pre-
vious letter, are far more dan-
gerous than not wearing a
seatbelt, and yet, completely

legal.
That aspect, as well as "Big

Brothers" interference in the
lives of adults was my point.

Nobody, even you, B.Taylor,
chose to debate my stand on
those issues.

Hmmm, I wonder why?
This is MY last word on the

subject.

M. Chisholm
Aurora

In the middle of a snow
storm, Randy went home to
get his equipment and when
he came back he managed
to get the crowd up and
dancing.

Randy has done many
other great things and never
asks for anything in return.

Recently, Randy's health
issues have gotten worse
and a friend of his is holding
a fundraiser at the Legion on
Saturday, June 13th at 7
p.m.

The tickets are $20 and
can be purchased at R&R
Revisited and at Dave's
Garage on Industrial
Parkway South.

There will be some food
and some great entertain-
ment by many of Randy's
musical friends.

If you are looking for a
great night of music and fun
at the Legion please buy
your tickets and join us at
this great event.

Randy is an amazing per-
son and he deserves this
great night.

Nigel Kean
Aurora

No one yet has debated
the issue, reader says
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SPORTS

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

Discount

RATES
without discount

SERVICE.
It’s no accident more
people trust State Farm
to insure their cars. 
Call today.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 
Canadian Head Office: Aurora, Ontario

PO50068CN  02/05

Allan Cruickshank CFP FLMI, Agent
300 Wellington St E
Aurora, ON L4G 1J5
Bus: 905-727-2749

www.allancruickshank.com

Ducks set records at swim championships
The Aurora Master Ducks,

all 108 of them, got themselves
into formation and headed to
the Etobicoke Olympium
recently to participate in the
2009 Canadian Masters Swim
Championship.

This event was the fastest
Nationals ever with 123
Canadian and 17 World
records being set.

Highlights of the meet
included the world record set-
ting performances of 100-year-
old Jaring Timmerman from
Winnipeg, who was recently
featured in McLean’s maga-
zine.

The meet also showcased
the swimming prowess of
Karlyn Pipes-Neilsen from
Hawaii.

Karlyn, the most decorated
Masters swimmer in the world,
has set more than 200 world
records in her lifetime of adult
swimming.

A day after the meet, Pipes-
Neilsen was at the Stronach
Aurora Recreation Complex
hosting a personal swim clinic
for the Master Ducks.

At the meet, the Aurora
Master Ducks beat out 110
other teams to place second
behind Technosport from
Ottawa.

Meanwhile, Aurora’s
Yvonne Cattrall, current holder
of the world record for the 100-
metre breastroke in the 60 to 64
years age category, defended
her Canadian titles at the meet,
and scored firsts in the 50 and
100 metre breaststroke events
and won a third gold medal in a
relay event.

As far as the Ducks were
concerned, if your name was
Dave or Dan, it was a good
swim competition.

Most of the team's individual
medals (29 out of 43) were won
by men named Dan or Dave.

Dan Thompson's swims
were the talk of the meet.

In his 100 metre fly, his time
of 59.39 carved 1.5 seconds off
the Canadian record and as if
that wasn't enough, Dan
returned to the pool the next
day to swim the 50 metre fly
wherein he obliterated the
Canadian record of 27.30 en

route to a new world record with
a time of 25.42.

Since things generally
come in threes, Dan got up on
day three and set a new individ-
ual Canadian record in the 50
metre free as the lead off leg of
his Canadian record setting
relay in the men's 4 X 50 metre
freestyle.

The record that he, Dave
Freeman, Tyler Clair and Dave
Wilkin broke dates back to
2003 and was set by a team
from Technosport (Ottawa)
which included former
Olympian Bruce Robertson.

Back in those days, the
swimming world determined
that the record was untouch-
able.

Long time Master Duck
Dave Wilkin entered the meet
injured and swam bravely
through a large slate of individ-
ual events in addition to com-
peting in five team relay events,
four of which earned him
Canadian records.

Dave's results are often
among the best in the world
and next year, he plans to take

on the best in the world while
competing at the World Masters

Aquatic Championships in
Sweden.

More than 100 Master Ducks, above, showed
up recently for the National Masters Swinming
Championships held in Etobicoke and won 43
medals. Meanwhile, Aurora’s Yvonne Cattrall,
seens at left with her coach Brent Aquinos,
won gold medals in two breastroke events and
another in a relay event.

Aspen Ridge comes
from behind to win

In Mosquito house league
activity last week, Aspen Ridge
staged a comeback to edge
Lakeshore Valumart 5-4 in
Aurora Minor Baseball
Association action.

The winners were trailing 4-
3 entering the fifth and final
inning when Kate Harkin and
Scott Macleod struck out the
side.

In the bottom half, Jake
Campoli hit in Remmington
Colicchino to tie the game,
then Carter Wilmsmeyer hit in
Jake Campoli to win the game
5-4.

Scott Macleod went three
for three, earning two runs bat-
ted in and a triple in the third
inning.

He also closed the game for
the winners, striking out the

only batter he faced.
Kate Harkin pitched two

innings and struck out five out
of a possible six batters, and
gave up no walks.

Jake Campoli’s only hit
brought in the tying run.

Carter Wilmsmeyer hit
three for three, all singles
including hitting in Jake
Campoli, representing the
game winning RBI.

Meanwhile, the Aurora Jays
minor midget team lost a heart-
breaker to East York 7-6.

Trevor Searles led the Jays
with a three-hit performance
and Pat Jones drove in three
runs in the loss.

Ryan Anderson suffered
the loss.

The team is sponsored by
TSN.
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           11in Group Benefits For Firms
with 1–50 People1–50

CANADA’S 
LEADING 

PLAN

Please call 905-750-0032
Johnson Financial Group 

Rod Johnson; ext. 223, Ian Johnson; ext. 222

Aurora Minor 
Ball Association

Junior Rookie
May 19 - L.H. Lind 14 - Mastermind 8
May 21 - Summers & Smith 10 -  Darrin V. Gruenig Law

Office 9
Game Highlight: Nicholas Young hit a game winning two-

run double.

Senior Rookie
Canadian Mechanical Solutions 16 - Canadian Springs 12

Mosquito
May 19 -  Lakeshore 16 - Dr. Orschel's Drillers 10
May 21 - Kwik Kopy 8 - Restorer's Group 5

- Lakeshore Valumart 9 Jenmark Digital Media 6 

Peewee
Week of May 18  Royal LePage 11 - PowerStream 9
TD Mortgages 10 - Aurora Slow Pitch 7
Home Hardware 15 - Minto 9

Bantam House League
Gabby’s A4 9 - Rotary Club A1 3
Aspen Ridge Homes A2 5 - Restorers Group A3 3

Peewee Select Team 

The Aurora Peewee Select team had their home opener at
Town Park in Aurora May 23.

It was a very close pitching duel until the bottom of the fifth
when the Jays broke the game open with five runs, giving
them a 7-2 victory over Uxbridge.

In a return match in Uxbridge the next day, Aurora again
showed its power with a 12-2 victory.

The Storm U15 girls’ volleyball team “Thunder” won the national champions gold medal in Calgary
recently. Making up the team are, back row, left to right coach Jim Prsa, Jessica Harris, Caileigh Kyle,
Katie David, Megan Pratt, Anteia Alexis, Sarah McLean and assistant coach Phil Scarf. In the front row,
left to right, are Ananda Singh, Bret Haggerty, Sarah Scarf and Jen Nevin.

Taxpayers were upset over paying for non-service
It's hard to believe today

with all the modern tech-
nologies available to munic-
ipalities, that at one time in
Aurora property owners had
to pay for a service they did-
n't receive, nor was it possi-
ble for the municipality to
provide the service.

Back in 1977, all proper-
ty owners paid the operating
cost of the sewage system
as the cost was included on
the tax bill, and residents
were loud in their objec-
tions.

A study was carried out
at that time and it became
evident that non-serviced
properties had a lower
assessment rate and paid
less in property taxes than if
they were serviced.

It was argued by council
members that if the non-
serviced property owners
were released from paying
for sewage charges, serv-
iced property owners would
have to pick up the differ-
ence estimated at $23 on
the average assessed
home.

In 1981, council agreed
to reconsider the policy due
to changes in the assess-
ment system, which treated
all serviced properties the
same whether they were
serviced by a septic system
or by the municipality.

Another reason was the
increase in the cost of
sewage treatment charged
by the region.

It increased from 49
cents per 1,000 gallons on a
sliding scale with the cost in
1985 projected to be 98
cents per 1,000 gallons.

It was argued that it was
unfair to impose a sewage
charge on rural residents on
a septic system. This result-
ed in council seeking a staff
report on alternative meth-
ods of collecting revenue for
sewer charges, including a
user pay system

During a lengthy debate
in 1981, the installation of
water meters for residential
properties was considered
as water users normally dis-
pose of the water into the
sewage system.

The use of water meters
was seen as a means of
leveling the playing field.

In October, 1981, a rural
resident threatened to sue
the town because he was
forced to pay $82 annually
for a sewer service he didn't
receive resulting in other
rural residents picking up
the cause.

This started a wave of
protests from residents who
argued they didn't use the
education system and
shouldn't have to pay edu-
cation taxes, while others
claimed they didn't use the
community centre and
shouldn't have to pay for it.

In December, 1981, it
was suggested the cost of
sewage treatment be
removed from the tax bill of
rural homeowners not using
the system and a user pay
system be implemented so
that users paid the full cost
of the service.

Two methods of imple-
menting the user fee sys-
tem were proposed. One
was to use the water bill
and the other was an area
charge for sewers. Council
referred the recommenda-
tion to the technical commit-
tee for a report on the two
p r o p o s e d

methods.
At that time all commer-

cial and industrial buildings
were metered, while resi-
dential units paid a flat rate.
It was estimated that the
cost to the homeowner
would be an additional
$23.50 per year on the
water bill spread over a 12-
month period.

In 1982, on a 6-3 vote,
council defeated a move to
establish a user pay system
for sewer services. Some
members of council who
voted to defeat the proposal
said while they generally
agreed with the concept,
they wanted more informa-
tion before taking such a
major step.

In 1984, council agreed
to eliminate the sewer
charge for homeowners out-
side the serviced area, but it
wasn't until late 1989 when
council finally agreed a sur-
charge on water consump-
tion would become effective
in 1991 and the charge
would be imposed on those
who received the service.

In February 1991 it was
reported that the average
Aurora family would be
required to pay between 22
and 52 per cent more in
sewage costs for 1991
despite council's assurance
the new billing system
wouldn't increase costs.

According to staffers the
average family of four would
pay $228 in sewage
charges representing an

increase of between $40
and $78 for the average
family depending on the
value of their home.

Under the new system,
homeowners and business

would pay a surcharge of 57
cents per cubic meter of
water used, in addition to
the 35 cent water charge.

While rates have
changed over the years, the

unfair practice of charging
property owners for a serv-
ice they don't receive and
the municipality can't pro-
vide is now just a memory of
the way it was.



because of the proximity
of the one house to the
road.

A minimum boulevard
width is required to meet
the safety criteria to sep-
arate pedestr ians from
moving traff ic, and to
provide an area for snow
storage.

In a delegation to
council, Eric McCartney
requested that for the
safety of residents, a
sidewalk be bui l t  from
the nor th side of the
property in question to
St. John's Sideroad.

From this point, a live-
ly, if repetitious, discus-
sion ensued with coun-
ci l lors expressing their
views, and asking staff
to explain the town's
standards for sidewalks.

Council lor Evelyn
Buck felt it would not be
safe having a discontinu-
ous sidewalk that forced
users out onto the road
on either side of this
proper ty. She asked if
the road could be nar-
rowed.

Director of Public
Works Ilmar Simanovskis
replied that this was not
a major road, and was
already so narrow that
parking was not allowed
on it. While there may be
oppor tunities to reduce
it,  the cost would not
warrant it.

Council lor Bob
McRober ts suggested

that "some sidewalk is
better than no sidewalk",
and pointed out that in
some older areas of town
there were sidewalks
that were far less than
2.25 metres wide.

His idea of a narrower
sidewalk was supported
by Council lor Al ison
Collins-Mrakas.

Mr. Simanovskis noted
that while walking on the
road was not ideal, i t
was still acceptable.

He reiterated that the
standard for town side-
walks was a minimum of
2.25 metres, and that
instal l ing a narrower
sidewalk may involve
some risks. However, in
the end, the final deci-
sion was up to council.

Despite continued
questions and effor ts of
the committee members
to find a way to put a
sidewalk through that
property, it was obvious
that in this case, the
committee was not com-
for table going against
the recommendations of
staff.

In the end, Mr.
McCartney's proposal of
a sidewalk from nor th of
the property in question
to St. John's Sideroad
was accepted, and a new
motion suppor ted that
where current safety
standards could be met,
a sidewalk be construct-
ed on the east side of
Old Yonge Street.
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affo

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome

YORK SPRING & RADIATOR

ON SALE NOW!

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

We Sell Them!
We Install Them!

TRAILER 
HITCHES...

Numerous parents and students took advantage of the annual Aurora Grove
Spring Fling, held inside and out of the Stone Road school in east Aurora.Two of

the attractions are seen in the photos above. The Spring Fling has been an 
annual event at the school for several years.             Auroran photos by David Falconer

Making politicians more accountable to you

Law-abiding Canadians believe in the rules of fair
play.

Part of that fair play means being accountable for
our actions.

Politicians have to play by the rules like everyone
else.

In fact, it’s even more important that their actions
be clean, transparent and, above all, legal.

When our government was first elected in 2006,
many Canadians were angered by the Liberal
Sponsorship Scandal, where millions of Canadians’
tax dollars were funnelled into the pockets of Liberal
party friends and supporters.

As a Party, we responded by pledging to clean up
government in Ottawa.

And with our first piece of legislation, the
Accountability Act, we began the process of making
Canadian politics more transparent and open, help-
ing to repair the damage and mistrust that developed
as a result of the Sponsorship Scandal.

they are elected or appointed, will be held to the
same rules and standards of ethics.

This new action is just another measure we are
taking to help ensure that everyone in government is
accountable to the Canadians they represent on a
daily basis.

Our government is a par ty of hardworking
Canadian families who play by the rules.

We don’t believe that having more money or more
power should entitle anyone in this country to have
more influence over a politician or a political Party.

That’s why, by making the system more account-
able for you, we are helping all Canadians have con-
fidence that your elected officials are acting for you,
not acting for themselves — or the highest bidder.

If you have a comment on this, or any other issue,
please don’t hesitate to contact me at 905-953-7515
or brownlo@parl.gc.ca.

To receive regular email updates, visit my website
at www.loisbrown.ca and sign up for my newsletter.

Together we can make Aurora and Newmarket the
best communities in Canada in which to live, work
and raise a family.

By Lois Brown, MP  Newmarket-Aurora 

We cracked down on the way that lobbying hap-
pens in government.

Now, not only must lobbyists register on the public
record so everyone can see what they do and who
they represent; they must also keep detailed informa-
tion about what meetings they have with members of
the government.

On top of that, we ensured that senior government
officials have to wait five years before they may
become lobbyists.

It wasn’t right that people with access to confiden-
tial information could turn around and use it for pri-
vate or corporate gain.

We limited individual political contributions to
$1,100 per year.

Limiting political contributions made by businesses
or rich and powerful individuals ensured that having
money didn’t mean you could also have more influ-
ence over the way business is run in Ottawa.

But more needs to be done; loopholes remain in
this system.

Political loans are not covered by the restrictions
on political donations and can exceed the established
limit.

They can also come from corporations and unions.
This means that influence can still be bought.

That’s not right.
That’s why our government recently introduced

new legislation to close the loopholes surrounding
political loans.

This new legislation includes ensuring that political
loans can be looked at under the same sort of micro-
scope as political donations.

Now, loans will be limited to $1,100 and they can’t
be made by unions or big corporations.

It means that political candidates can’t pull the
wool over the public’s eyes by filling their coffers with
big corporate loans which would give them an unfair
advantage over other candidates.

In addition, we are bringing Senators and MPs
under the umbrella of the same Ethics Officer.

That means that everyone in government, whether

Old Yonge Sidewalk



obscured by part of the bal-
cony; uncovering of vintage
cast-iron grille railings in the
balcony, now hidden beneath
wood panels; new computer
and LCD projector screen; new
hardwood floors on main floor
and balcony; folding glass
doors to replace rear sanctuary
wall, with accommodation of
overflow seating in front
narthex area (the recent Easter
Sunday service was standing
room only); and new lighting
including dimmers and spot-
lights.

"First, we want this to be a
wonderful space to be inspired
by God," Pulumbarit said.
"From there, the possibilities
are endless." 

The church may reach out
to not-for-profit organizations
including theatre groups, musi-
cal productions and schools to
use the space.

The redesign has generated
so much excitement that the
redevelopment committee can
hardly keep volunteers at bay.

It might seem an ambitious
project to be tackling during a
recession, but for Aurora United
Church, the timing is perfect.

For several years the church
had had a vision for redevelop-
ment, but there was no way to
finance it.

In 2007, St. Paul's United
Church in Oak Ridges amalga-
mated with Aurora United and
last year sold its property just
before the real estate market
dropped.

The St. Paul's property
management committee,
chaired by Janice Nolan, pre-
pared a business plan, in which
St. Paul's offered to give
$710,000 - 90 per cent of the
sale proceeds - to the Aurora
church, and the remaining 10
per cent to outreach projects.
The congregation and church
council passed the business
plan unanimously.

Because of the recession, it
wasn't difficult for the redevel-
opment committee to then find
contractors who could do the
work on short notice.

Toronto architectural firm
Black and Moffat had done the
design details of the commit-
tee's concept, while DJ McRae
Contracting won the construc-
tion tender.

"We were interviewing con-
tractors on May 4 to start a
week later, and none of them
had a problem with the tight
timeline," said Fern Beattie,
chair of the redevelopment
committee.

DJ McRae not only was the
lowest bidder but had the most
to offer in terms of enthusiasm,
understanding of working with
a volunteer committee, and
experience in renovating and
restoring churches, Beattie
said.

"With this redesign, espe-
cially the flexibility of the chan-
cel area, the physical space will
now match the contemporary,
vibrant, exciting nature of the

From page 1
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T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora L4G 6W8 
Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037

Directors:
Brent Forrester - Laura Windover - Lorraine Lewis 

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

®

OPEN  Mon-Fri 9 - 6 pm   Sat. 9 - 5 pm  CLOSED Sunday
Brian & Sue Feddema 
16225 Jane St. 
Kettleby

Tel: 905-727-0023
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CUSTOM ORDERS WELCOME!

OPEN NOW!!
FLOWERS! FLOWERS! FLOWERS!
Choose from:

• Hanging Baskets 
• 4” Container Plants 
• Perennials 

ASPARAGUS & TOMATOES 
NOW AVAILABLE!

• Patio Planters 
• Bedding Plants 
• Plant Containers 
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• 10 Varieties of Cannalillies

Church undergoes renovations

mayor and councillor for the
Town of Aurora for nearly 30
years.

Jones said Sunday he had
heard there may be a third
member in the race but said
he had heard nothing about
the party cancelling the nomi-
nation meeting.

“I don’t pay much attention
to rumours,” he said.

He confirmed that he
learned of Black’s entry as a
potential candidate Monday
morning.

She denied that she had
been selected as the Liberal
candidate.

“I’ve already started selling
memberships,” she said.

Mayor Black said she
would not seek to return to
King Township politics if she

became the candidate for the
Liberals.

“The Liberals have been
after me for 10 years,” she
said.

The mayor, who attended
high school at Dr. G.W.
Williams Secondary School in
Aurora said she has a long
history with the Newmarket
and Aurora area and did not
consider herself being “para-

chuted” into the riding.
“I was born at Southlake,”

she said, “but it was York
County Hospital then.”

The mayor of King
Township for 15 years, Ms
Black lives near Schomberg.

The Auroran received the
anonymous phone call
Sunday afternoon, in which
the speaker said the Liberal
Party had announced there

King mayor third candidate seeking to carry Liberal colours
From page 1

R&RR&R
Revisited
95 Edward St.

905-727-3300

$19.95$19.95 plus GSTplus GST$19.95 plus GST

OnlyOnly

It was written by 
former Aurora resident 

Elizabeth Milner 
and features numerous 

stories and photos 
relating to that 20 years 

of Aurora growth.

AURORA 1945-1965

We are located at the corner 
of Edward Street and Harrison Avenue

services and the congregation,"
Beattie said.

The church has long had a
strong musical focus, with a
senior choir of at least two
dozen members, two 12-mem-
ber handbell ensembles, a chil-
dren's choir and a host of tal-
ented soloists, instrumentalists
and other musicians.

The church's music pro-
gram, under new music director
Michael Mailley, will likely only
increase when the redevelop-
ment is completed.

With the enlarged chancel,
handbell ringers will no longer
have to worry about taking a
step back and falling into the
organ pit.

And with the new modular
choir risers, choir members will
no longer have to use hymn
books as back cushions.

"Those choir pews were
back-breakers," said choir
member Crawford Heritage.

Heritage, a longtime con-
gregant, chair of the property
committee and member of the
redevelopment committee, has
been impressed with the pro-
fessionalism and hard work of

everyone who has helped
make the vision a reality.

"The abilities and skills of
these people on the commit-
tees have been outstanding
and the support from the con-
gregation unbelievable," he
said.

The project is expected to
be completed this fall.

Until then, Sunday services
will be held at 10 a.m. in the
chapel at St. Andrew's College
at 15800 Yonge St., just south
of St. John's Sideroad. All are
welcome.

For more information and
regular updates on the recon-
struction, go to www.aurorau-
nitedchurch.ca.

would be no nomination meet-
ing in the Newmarket-Aurora
riding, and that the person
named to carry the Liberal
colours into the next election
campaign was Mayor  Black.

She said she had no idea
when the nomination meeting
would be held.

Jones, meanwhile, noted
the King mayor was one of

three candidates who want to
carry the Liberal colours in the
next federal election and said
there was a social planned to
meet Ms Black in Aurora,
Thursday, June 4, at 35
Hodgkinson Crescent.

The event, organized by
The Newmarket Aurora Liberal
Womens Club, apparently
begins at 7.30 p.m.



BUSINESS SERVICES

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

CLEAN

647-866-5858

WINDOWS 

CLEAN WITH CARE experi-
enced, efficient, thorough
home cleaning with an added
personal touch 905-727-
2353.

CARPET - I have sev-
eral thousand yards of
new Stainmaster 
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet
your living room & hall
for $389. Price includes
carpet, pad and instal-
lation (30 square
yards). Steve 905-898-
0127.

BUSINESS SERVICES�

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week. (*This section only)  Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or go to  www.auroran.com 

• beginners to advanced
• ongoing classes 

• drawing & painting techniques 
• help students prepare portfolios for college and art school 

• no artistic experience necessary 
905-726-8883

Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 
Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV. 

mi.design@sympatico.ca 

 LEARN HOW TO DRAW & PAINT... 
 just like the Masters 

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

Classes and dances take place at the Royal Canadian Legion in Aurora
105 Industrial Parkway North

(Please park around back and enter through that door)

Friday May 29  
DANCE PARTY

Only $15

8 weeks only $858 weeks only $85
Includes: FREE Cha Cha Lesson

DANCE CLASSES:  
Level 1: 8pm - Jive, Waltz 
Level 2: 9pm - Cha Cha, Quickstep 

First Calss - Monday May 11 
Last Calss - July 6 
No Class - May 18

Site: www.SteveMillerDance.ca 
Call Steve Miller at 416-587-4125
Email: Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca  

� FOR SALE

� DRAWING CLASSES

CLASSES • SEMINARS •  WORKSHOPS • COURSES

If you would like 
us to search 

for a book visit us 
on-line at 

www.auroran.com 
then click on this icon  

R&RRR&&RR
RevisitedRevisited

95 Edward Street

905-727-3300
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R & R Revisited
95 Edward Street, corner 
of Harrison Avenue.

 Aurora’s #1 
book store

NEW & USEDNEW & USED BOOKS 

Open every day 10 - 4      
Sundays noon - 4

� FOR RENT

� PERSONAL � DOGSITTER WANTED

� BUSINESS SERVICESIN MEMORIUM

� HELP WANTED

� CLEANING

OFFICE FOR RENT,
Yonge and Mosley area.
For more information, call
Telly at 905-717-4073.

BEAUTIFUL CONDO
FOR RENT. Ft. Myers
B e a c h . w w w .
C a p t a i n s B a y. c o m
Florida. 416-720-1755.

APARTMENT FUR-
NISHED 1 bedroom on
90 acre horse farm, 3
min from aurora centre,
ground level, parking and
utilities included $600
(416) 508-6170

One of North America’s 
largest financial 

services companies 
is expanding in this area.

If you desire a dynamic career with 
excellent income potential, 

call Ruth Greaves at 

1-888-240-4767

Specializing in Stonework, Brick, Fireplaces & Glass Block 
30 years experience 

905-955-1726, 905-898-6782 

Brick • Block • Stone 
TAYLOR MASONRY 

Quality Workmanship by an 
Experienced Tradesman

www.taylormasonry.ca

P R O  P A I N T I N G
Int./Ext fast, clean, pro-
fessional & affordable,
last minute no problem!
9 0 5 - 8 9 8 - 3 4 4 5 .
selectpropainting.com.

We Care Tutorial Services Inc. 

For information call:
1-877-WCTS-INC (928-7462)

Tutoring 
in the comfort of your own home 

since 1977

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION

905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811 
e-mail: limousines@sympatico.ca

(AURORA BASED)

Hire either a Lincoln or a Hybrid 

“Green Limousine” 
for your next airport or downtown transportation.

From only $69.00! 
Call Alan @ York Region Limousines

Carpentry • •
• •

•

  Decks & Fences Professional Painting
Plastering   Ceramics   Flooring, Window &

Door Installations   Drywall & more...

HARRIS HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Professional Home Repairs & Renovations

(905) 716-2214

Call For An Estimate

harrishomeimprovements@ hotmail.com

HA
RRIS HOME

IMPROVEMENTS

Fully Insured 
Plumbing  & 24 hr. Emergency  Repairs
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TheAuroran.com is all about visibility. We are now on step two of our new website. We want you to be a part of it.
We want to include your business in our MARKETPLACE–go to www.theauroran.com and claim your FREE space today.

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only). 

Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  
The deadline for all classified advertising copy and Garage/lawn sales is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 76,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

HOME DOCTOR 
• Complete renovation 
• Basement 
• Installing Water 
  Filtration 
• Plumbing 
• Electrical

Tel: 416-738-5174   •   416-824-8823

Servicing 
all of 

York Region

(Byron) C-647-8295931

THE RELIABLE 
PAINTER 
Professional • Affordable 
• Fast • FREE Estimates  
Satisfaction Guaranteed

905-841-3450  
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

NEED SOME HELP?
Spring cleanups, grass
cutting, deck repair,
junk removal, landscap-
ing, tree trimming,
eavestrough cleaning
and painting. Free esti-
mates. Roy 289-231-
3157

DRAWING CLASS 
& Summer Camp
www.yhartstudio.com
schedule.html Call
905-713-3650.

� TUTORING

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD WEST ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD EAST

AURORA HEIGHTS DR.

ORCHARD HTS. BLVD.

AURORA HEIGHTS DR.

WELLINGTON STREET
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1) 53 Snedden Ave. 7 - 1pm 
2) 156 Wells St. 8:30 - 12:30 
3) Spruce St. STREET SALE 9 - 1pm 
4) Catherine Ave. STREET SALE 9 - 1pm  

5)  Maple St. STREET SALE 9 - 1pm
6)  Fleury St. STREET SALE  9 - 1pm 
7) 49 Devins Dr. 8am

Sean Herbinson
ReMax Realty 
905-727-1941

GARAGE SALE MAP

M
urray Dr.
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6

7
3

1

YORK
ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES
ESA/ECRA#7006144.
New construction,

renovations, service 
& panel upgrades.

Licensed & insured.

Craig McLeod
905-841-8055

better 
water
pure 
and 
simple™

SIX PACK OF
SAVINGS

Rent a Softener for 
$1.00 per month 

for 6 months & receive 
6 Free Bags of Salt!

Not valid with other offers. Installation not included. Offers and participation may vary. O.A.C.

✁

✁
Ron Butler 

Cell: 416-818-5075

From

$59.95

TUTORING IN FULL
elementary curricu-
lum,high school
English/writing by
Master of Teaching
graduate. Call Heather
(905)751-0745

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING COMPANY 

CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for mature individuals to join our 
friendly team. FT/PT position required 

, Competitive wages, 
Must have vehicle, kms paid. 

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

MORTON EQUINE
MASSAGE therapist &
equine trainer, sales
prep. & Inhand produc-
ing. C.E.M.T. Angela
Morton 905-716-3577.
equine@rogers.com

S M A L L  D O G
BABYSITTER. Aurora
area on selected days.
In your home. No other
animals. Must love
dogs. 905-713-3073.

WANTED. NICE LADY
for my friend. He is hon-
est, hardworking, fit.
Man’s man with good
sense of humor. Mid
50’s. Pls call aftrer 6pm
or on the weekend 905-
868-6921.

IF YOU WANT YOUR
HOME to be clean. Call
Natalia. Free estimates.
905-967-1089, 416-
564-3207.

FORMER SUPERVISOR R&D AUDITS
REVENUE CANADA CRA

For free consultation call: 905-479-9559

Certified General Accountant 
Specializing in T1 Individual, Business 

and Corporate tax returns. 

Call KAM SADIQ

Research & Development 

LET US DO YOUR
 

CASH REFUNDS
 25%up to

NOTICE

TAX PLANNING NOW FOR 2009

Preparation of financial statements and bank loan proposals.MAY 30, 2009 
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HAYWOOD RUTH 
4 long years ago 

After a life time of singing His praise 
God called you to his angelic choir

but in our hearts, memories 
and dreams you live on. 

I’m sure in the quiet of evening 
we still can hear you sing.

Sadly missed and loved by us all. 

Husband Barry, Children & Spouses: 
Tom, Carol & Bill, Susan & John,
Grandchildren: Sarah, John, Amy, 

Brandon & Thomas 

FEEL YOUR BEST
MASSAGE and reflex-
ology services provided
at reduced affordable
rates!! 416-848-7968.

MAGICAL CLEANING
SERVICE. Cleaning
service residential and
c o m m e r c i a l .
Reasonable rates! 416-
848-7968.

SWIM GYM INC.
Owned & operated by Yvonne Cattrall,

current Masters World Record holder, 45
years’ teaching & coaching experience.

Learn to swim, year round lessons.

SUMMER 2009
•  Swimming Lessons for all ages;

•  Aurora Selkies Competitive Swim Camp;

•  Swimmercise Programme for children;

•  Aurora Selkies Masters Swim Club,
Summer Programme for Adults over 

18 Years

www.swimgym.ca  •  swimgym@sympatico.ca

905-841-3450

Only 10 minutes 
from Huntsville, 
2 hrs. from GTA 
 on Clear Lake.

4 bedroom
custom home 

with 3 bedroom 
cottage/guest house…

both waterfront. 
$699,000

Please call Byron at 
905-841-3450 or

 

FOR SALE
LAKEFRONT 
PROPERTY

byronrussell4
@sympatico.ca

a touch of paradise!
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Garage 
Sale Map 

locators are
FREE to Aurora
Residents Only
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Senior Scape
Seniors’ sale Saturday

© 2007, Mortgage Intelligence Inc., all rights reserved. ® Registered trademark of Mortgage Intelligence Inc. 

For All Your Mortgage Needs
• Residential and Commercial Made Easy • Debt consolidation and Business for Self

Ed Schlotter, Mortgage Consultant 
Serving Aurora
905.727.0112
www.mortgageintelligence.ca/edschlotter

FSCO # M 08001523

905.727.0776

In the Aurora Shopping Centre - by No Frills
905-727-6212

DOMENIC

Domenic at 
A&F Hair Elite 

invites you to come in for 
a Spring hair cut.

A&F Hair Elite
Barbershop & Hair Styling

Visit www.e-aurora.ca or call 905-726-4762 for the latest details and schedule.

& BOARD 

Rodeo
ANNUAL

Friday, 
June 5th

BIKE 

Spring Into Safety

This annual event is aimed at educating both children 
and parents on important health and safety issues 
related to personal security, fire safety, lifesaving 
techniques and the importance of being road smart 
with bicycles.  The latest in child safety and health 
information can be interactively explored through 
the eyes of many local organizations and 
businesses that serve area children and families.

at Hickson Park
 5:00 pm until 8:00 pm 5:00 pm until 8:00 pm

• Register your bike with the York Regional Police 
• Five Station Bike Rodeo 
• Ride the Dirt Track
• Skateboarding clinic at the Flipside for ages 6 & up
• Learn the safe way to manoeuvre your skateboard 
• Hot Demos throughout the Evening 
• This event is free of charge, but a donation to the 
   Food Pantry would be appreciated 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

ENJOY A CHARITY 

BBQBBQ
while browsing through 
several related booths 
and displays 

50¢50¢ HOT DOGSHOT DOGS

50¢50¢ BOTTLES OF BOTTLES OF 
WATERWATER

POLICEPOLICE

COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY
PACT

Police And Community Together

 

 

Contact Beverley at 905-727-2151.
* * * *

The Aurora Seniors Evergreen Choir practice in the West-
McKenzie Hall of the Seniors’ Centre, every Wednesday from 2.30 to
4.30 p.m. under the direction of Enid Maize.

* * * *
Meet at Martha's Table, at St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, every

Thursday from 11.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. Hot soup, sandwiches, and
dessert will be provided. Any funds raised go to local charities.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27
Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society general meeting and flower

show with guest speaker Carol Dunk on "Pesticides, Who Needs
Them"?  8 p.m. at the Aurora Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North.
Guests welcome, $2 at the door.

THURSDAY, JUNE 4
School teacher at Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School Bob

McRoberts is retiring. A party will be held today at the Howard Johnson
Hotel on Yonge Street. For details contact Lynn Gardner at 905-727-
3131 ext. 157 or Joe Pagniello at joseph.pagniello@yrdsb.edu.on.ca.
Appetizers and cocktails begin at 5 p.m. with presentations at 6 p.m.

* * * *
Aurora Chamber of Commerce Business After Five meeting, host-

ed by Willow Springs Winery and The Roving Chef, 5572 Bethesda
Road, Stouffville from 5.30 to 7.30 p.m. This is a joint event with the
Newmarket, Stouffville, Markham, Bradford and Richmond Hill
Chambers of Commerce. There will be tours of the facility, a Tasting
Bar and Gift Shop at this event. Numbers are limited, so early regis-
tration is required.

FRIDAY, JUNE 5
Hartman Public School Second Annual Film Fair takes place at the

school, 130 River Ridge Boulevard in the Bayview-Wellington area,
from 3.30 p.m. to 9 p.m. For more information, call 905-727-5938.

* * * *
Aurora Optimist Club, Police and Community Together (PACT), and

the Town of Aurora host the annual Bike and Board Rodeo event at
Hickson Park, beginning at 5 p.m.

SUNDAY, JUNE 7
Aurora Chamber of Commerce presents the 14th annual Longest

Street Sale on the Longest Street beginning at 11 a.m. and continuing
until 5 p.m. Call the chamber at 905-727-7262 for further information.

SATURDAY, JUNE 13
Longest lacrosse game in history, starts today at 5 a.m and continues

until 6 p.m. Saturday, June 13 at the Aurora Community Centre, Rink #1.
The game is being played to raise awareness and support for the
Canadian Centre for Abuse Awareness (www.abusehurts.com) and the
Spirit of the Stick campaign (www.spiritofthestick.com). In additon to the
longest lacrosse game in history, a silent auction and a Family Fun day
(Saturday) will be in full swing. Mayors and councillors from Aurora and
Newmarket will play with lacrosse players from 5 to 6 p.m.Friday.For more
information go to www.laxdove.ca or www.amll.ca.

* * * *
Aurora Historical Society yard sale at Hillary House, beginning at 8

a.m.All proceeds go to the care and restoration of Hillary House.For more
information, call 905-727-8991 or visit www.aurorahistoricalsociety.ca.

* * * *
Merlin’s Hollow, a one-acre garden in East Aurora, is free to visitors

today. It’s located on Centre Crescent, north of Centre Street, west of
Industrial Parkway North.

SUNDAY, JUNE 14 
Meatball Madness at the Aurora Lions Hall, 33 Mosley Street. Doors

open at 5.30 p.m., dinner at 6 p.m. Tickets are $20. For further informa-
tion, call 289-470-5102.

MONDAY, JUNE 15
Board of Education trustee public meeting begins at Dr.G.W.Williams

Secondary School at 7 p.m.
JUNE 19-21

Thirtieth Annual Polo For Heart, Canada’s largest charity polo festival,
presents three days of non-stop entertainment and activities the whole
family will enjoy, at the Gormley Polo Centre (Bloomington Road and
Leslie Street). Two polo games daily will occurwith half-time entertain-
ment. Tickets are $15 each, children under 12 free. Proceeds go to the
Heart & Stroke Foundation and Southlake Regional Cardiac 

Care Program. For further information, visit http://www.poloforheart.org/ or
call 905-505-0088.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24
Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society monthly meeting at 8 p.m.at the

Aurora Legion,105 Industrial Parkway North. Topic is "Fabulous Foliage"
with guest speaker Heinke Thiessen followed by flower show. Guests are
welcome. Admission is $2 at the door.

SATURDAY, JULY 4
Merlin’s Hollow, a one-acre garden in East Aurora, is free to visitors

today. It’s located on Centre Crescent, north off Centre Street, west of
Industrial Parkway North.

SUNDAY, JULY 5 
The Aurora Garden and Horticultural Society annual Aurora Garden

Tour covers seven gardens including a chat with the owners and creators
of the landscape designs.Tour is from noon to 5 p.m., rain or shine! Tickets
are $10 and are available in Aurora at Caruso & Co., 15210 Yonge Street,
Flowers by Terry, 14799 Yonge Street, and R&R Revisited, 95 Edward
Street.

For more information call 905-727-5926 or visit
gardenontario.org/site.php/aurora/news/details/4441.

MONDAY, JULY 6
Revised staff report on the future of Wells Street School goes to the

Board of Education in the Boardroom, Wellington Street West at 8 p.m.
Public delegations must be booked in advance by contacting  Mrs. Lori
Barnes at lori.barnes@yrdsb.edu.on.ca or 905-727-0022, ext. 2263,

SUNDAY, JULY 12
Merlin’s Hollow, a one-acre garden in East Aurora, is free to visitors

today. It’s located on Centre Crescent, north off Centre Street, west of
Industrial Parkway North.

TUESDAY, JULY 14
Aurora Rotary Club golf tournament at Westview Golf Club. Shotgun

at 10 a.m. $150 per golfer includes lunch, dinner at the Graystone Tavern,
electric golf cart and prizes. Call Ron at 905-727-3300 for details.
Participation limited.

COMING EVENTS

The Aurora Seniors
Association (ASA) presents
the annual Spring Sale this
Saturday, May 30th,
between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m.

I have written about the
sale in an earlier column,
but this is such a popular
event that it is well worth a
reminder, with hundreds of
people expected to pass
among the tables strewn
with treasures, while memo-
ries of past sales never fail
to conjure up wonder at
what treasures will material-
ize this year.

Every sale has good and
interesting items that tempt
me to spend a few dollars
and from conversations with
so many other patrons and
volunteers, I am not alone.

The Spring Sale is also
an attraction for well-known
public figures to attend.

The game of darts has a
long history and it has a
place in the poolroom on
Tuesdays at 2 p.m.

This is a popular pastime
that is riveting when played
by experts and easy enough
for the novice to play without
prior experience.

The game attracts
women as well as men and
requires a steady hand and
a little concentration and is
excellent for passing time
socially. You are welcome to
join the fun whenever you
show up.

Some pastimes at the
seniors’ centre neither
demand great concentration
nor require great skill to be
enjoyed and pass time in a
congenial fashion, while
other pastimes or hobbies or
arts and crafts require more.

Sewing and knitting need
great concentration for intri-
cate work while at other
times the work can progress
very well, while a deep and
intimate conversation pro-
ceeds at the same time.

Painting and drawing call
for skill and the finest results

also require the artist to
express impressions or
effects into the work.

The book club, which
incidentally is open to the
idea of opening a second
book club, reads a book a
month and discusses the
book being read. This has
been a very successful club
format, organized and run
by Flo Murray, combining
love of good literature with
good conversation, and is
obviously a winning formu-
la.

If a new book club inter-
ests you, inform Virginia
Ciufo or leave your name
and phone number at the
front counter.

If enough interest is
expressed, a new book club
will result, with a time
agreeable to the majority, 

In addition to making
known your interest in a
new book club, of interest
would be the book titles and
authors that you may con-
sider offering as worthy of
consideration at some
future time as the book of
the month.

I want to write a positive
note concerning the ladies
of the “Crafts and
Conversation” group who
have been creating baby
hats for newborns for quite
some time, and donating
them to Southlake Regional
Health Centre, where they
are appreciated by the
mothers of newborn babies.

It is normal for young
parents to have children at
a time when expenses
occupy too much of a fami-
lies income and any gift for
a baby touches a chord of
appreciative affection in the
mother.

I salute our ASA ladies in
the baby toque department
for thoughtful endeavours,
well directed.

Last month, April, moth-
ers received 152 of these
toques and they continue to
be created out of wool and
motherly feelings, so if any-
body has an inclination to
reinforce this effort, with
help or supplies, contact
Rozlin at 905-726-2332.

The ASA Annual
General Meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, June 2nd
from 4 p.m. until 6 p.m. and
will be followed with a bar-
becue.

The AGM is an enor-
mously important legal
occasion for any incorporat-
ed company as it is meant
to appoint directors for a
specified term in office, and
to vote on the way in which
the affairs of the company
have been conducted in the
previous 12 months.

It is also the opportunity
for any member to attract
the attention of the person
conducting the meeting,
usually the president, and
rise to address before the
members, any issue that is
deemed important enough

By BRIAN WARBURTON

to warrant the attention of
an AGM.

If you have an issue, ask
to add it to the agenda and
prepare your presentation.

From page 2
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