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Briefly
Art show

The Town of Aurora and the Society of York Region Artists (SOYRA) pres-
ent the 47th Annual Aurora Juried Art Show and Sale at the Aurora Town Hall,
Saturday, May 2nd from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and continues Sunday, May 3rd from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The show is open to the public and the sale will offer a large selection of
high quality original art.

SOYRA is a non-profit organization dedicated to the visual arts.
The purpose of the show is to provide a forum for visual artists in York

Region and the surrounding area to share their knowledge, gain expertise and
promote accessibility to the arts, a spokesman said.

Guest author
The Aurora Writers Group will present Brian Henry and guest author Jean

Rae Baxter next month in Aurora.
Henry will discuss “How to Build Novels and Short Stories”, Saturday, May

30 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Aurora Lions’ Club on Mosley Street.
Cost is $41 if paid in advance, $45 at the door.
For further information or to register call Malcolm 905-898-5484 or brian-

henry@sympatico.ca.

President returned
Rick Preston was returned as president of the Aurora Legion following elec-

tions last week.
Only major change to the executive was Ian Sweet, who moved from an

executive position to 1st vice president.
Cliff Davies, who challenged Ian for the position, was voted in 2nd vice-

president.
Other executive positions were Carol Preston, secretary; Percy Keats,

treasurer; and Ken White, sergeant at arms.
Executive members include Sandi Rumball, Winnie Fleet, Marilyn Tolman,

Eleanor Thomson, Valerie Sweet and Tom Rumball.

Proud to be living and working in AuroraProud to be living and working in AuroraProud to be living and working in Aurora
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Students of Wells Street school spent time Saturday writing
messages in chalk in front of the historic building after learn-
ing a recommendation will go to school board trustees in
September suggesting the school be closed. Cost to renovate
the building, originally built as Aurora’s first high school in
1892 has been determined to run in the millions of dollars.
School ceased to function a number of years ago and stu-
dents were transferred to Aurora Grove Public School in the
town’s east end. Parents are upset at the recommendation.

Auroran photo by David Falconer 

Staff recommends
Wells Street close

A staff report, printed on the
York Region Distr ict School
Board website, recommending
the school be permanently
closed as early as 2010, has
upset neighbours and parents
of students who are currently
being educated at Aurora
Grove Public School.

“We are in complete shock,”
said Wells Street resident

Carol Farrenkopf. “The e-mails
have been flying, hundreds of
them. Parents are very upset
and angry.”

A spokesman for CAWS, a
community action group fight-
ing for the survival of the
school, said the final decision
will be made at a trustee meet-
ing September 24.

All eyes were skyward Friday morning when a huge Hercules
C130 aircraft flew low over Aurora and ejected two skydivers.
Their target was the St. Andrew’s College track. One landed
right on the mark, the second wound up in nearby bushes.
The jump marked the start of a week of activity for the
school’s cadet corps. Auroran photo by David Falconer 

Please see page 13

Banks
replace
eateries

The Aurora Gateway Centre
commercial development at the
northwest corner of Bayview
Avenue and Wellington Street
East is rapidly taking shape.

At last week’s Aurora General
Committee meeting, councillors
had a chance to see what it will
eventually look like, when they
were presented with a revised
site plan application.

In July, 2007, Council
approved a plan in principle to
allow for foundation and structur-
al permits to be issued to com-
mence construction.

The site plan presented this
month differed in a few details.

The anchor store remains a
Longo's supermarket, but two
smaller tenants are no longer
restaurants, as originally pro-
posed, but banks; CIBC and the
Bank of Montreal.

Overall, the square footage of
retail space amongst the four
buildings has increased.

The report also noted that sign
variances would be required.

Councillor Evelina
MacEachern asked staff whether
approving this site plan applica-
tion meant that the sign variances
would be approved, as well.

The response was that these
requests would come forward for
approval at a future meeting, and
that staff were just flagging this
issue for council's attention
ahead of time.

But perhaps the biggest
changes to the latest application
revolved around vehicle access
to the plaza.

The issue of access to this
development has had a long his-
tory at council.

In May, 2006, the owners of
the property approached the
town to approve a full access

Please see page 3
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COMING EVENTS
CONTINUING

The Probus Club of Aurora meets at 10 a.m. the second
Wednesday of each month at the Royal Canadian Legion on
Industrial Parkway North Probus was sponsored by the Aurora
Rotary Club in 1995 with an initial membership of 25, now 82,
for retired and semi-retired professional and business men and
women, former executives and others. The club is non-sectari-
an and non-political. For information call 905-841-3558 or 905-
727-9344.

* * * *
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking for new

members. You do not have to be a police officer nor are you
required to read music to volunteer. The group rehearses
Monday evenings between 7.30 and 9.30 p.m. For further infor-
mation, contact the chorus supervisor at 905-727-9676 or the
coordinator of volunteer services for YRP at 905-830-0303,
extension 6717.

* * * *
The Adult Bereavement Support Group offers a chance to

learn how to cope with the loss of a loved one. Fred Bullen has
given the use of the Aurora Lions Club and Brent Forrester of
Thompson Funeral Home will provide administrative cost so
that this service is given free to the community. Contact
mariesgriefjourney@yahoo.com to reserve a seat or get further
information.

* * * *
A Bereavement Support Group for adults experiencing the

loss of a loved one, is again being offered at the Aurora United
Church for an eight-week session starting Wed. April 8 to May
27, at 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. There is no fee for this program.
Participation is open to all the community. To register or for
more info please call Mary Smith at 905-727-6984.

* * * *
“Voice” is a creative writing collective for teens between the

ages of 13 and 18. At the meetings, held at the Aurora Public
Library, teens learn various creative writing techniques, give
and receive constructive feedback on their writing and meet
other like-minded young writers. Meetings are held the last
Thursday of the month, September through May, from 7 to 8
p.m. Registration is not required.

* * * *
“Louder” is a semi-annual young adult magazine created

through the creative effort of teens and produced by the Aurora
Public Library’s Young Adult Services Department. Submissions
of writing, poetry, art, graphic art and photography are accept-
ed. E-mail your submissions to
yamagazine@library.aurora.on.ca or drop it off to the Children
and Young Adult Information Desk to the attention of Monika
Machacek.

* * * *
Aurora’s Air Cadets meet every Tuesday night at Cardinal

Carter School from 6.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m., and offer a program
for 12 years and older boys and girls.

* * * *
On Thursdays until June, the Navy League has a Cadet pro-

gram for children 9 to 12 years from 7 to 9 p.m. Contact Cliff
Davies at 905-727-2244 for details.

* * * *
On Tuesdays, until June, a Sea Cadet program for youths 13

to 18 from 7 to 9 p. m. Leave message at 905-895-3038.
* * * *

Aurora Opera Company's Children's Chorus is a new treble
voice choir dedicated to educating, nurturing and providing
opportunities for children to express their musical abilities. The
chorus is open to boys and girls in Grades 1 through 12 and
consists of two choirs: Angel Choristers, a training choir for 6
and 7 year-olds and the Children Chorus, open to 8 to 17 year-
olds. To audition, contact general director Sarah Kyle at
keepsinging@look.ca.

* * * *
CHAT'S Community Home Assistance to Seniors is looking

for volunteers to assist with the activities in its Adult Day
Program. The positions call for a commitment of a few hours a
week at its Aurora location. Various times are available. Call
Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Tuesday from 9.30 to 11 a.m. it's Story and Playtime

at Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway South
for tots (age 0-4 years) and their caregivers for coffee or tea.
Call 905-841-8883 for further details.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the Pioneer Club for

boys and girls, age 3 to Grade 4 and the Junior High Club for
boys and girls, Grades 5 to 8, will be held at the Aurora
Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway South. For more
information call 905-841-8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every Wednesday at the

Community Bible Church on Bathurst Street just south of
Henderson from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more information e-mail
Judy Hoffmann jhoffmann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing every Friday morning at St.

Andrews' Presbyterian Church beginning at 10.30 a.m. No part-
ners are needed and beginners are welcome.

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday evening at 6.30

p.m. at Gabriel's on Yonge Street. New members are welcome.
For further information call 905-841-1352.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148 meets the

first and third Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge
Street, south of Wellington. For more information call 905-830-
9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday of each

month at the Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at
7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday each

month at 57 Mosley Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee Club at 9 a.m.
and lunch at noon. Call 905-727-3032 or 905-727-1080 for
more information.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday night at Trinity

Anglican Church, Victoria Street, at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at the Aurora
Legion at 7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women holds monthly

meetings at the Aurora Legion with a variety of speakers.
Contact Beverley at 905-727-2151.

* * * *
The Aurora Seniors Evergreen Choir practice in the West-

McKenzie Hall of the Seniors’ Centre, every Wednesday from
2.30 to 4.30 p.m. under the direction of Enid Maize.

* * * *
Meet at Martha's Table, at St. Andrew's Presbyterian

Church, every Thursday from 11.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. Hot soup,
sandwiches, and dessert will be provided. Any funds raised go
to local charities.

THURSDAY, APRIL 30
Staff and ARC report to the Board regarding the fate of

Wells Street School in the Boardroom at 8 p.m. If you wish del-
egation status, contact Mrs. Lori Barnes at
lori.barnes@yrdsb.edu.on.ca or call 905-727-0022 ext. 2263.

* * * *
Aurora Chamber of Commerce networking event is a

Business After Five from 5.30 to 7,30 p.m. at the Town of Aurora
Skylight Gallery Annual Art Show and Sale, 1 Municipal Drive,
Aurora.

SATURDAY, MAY 2
Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School first ever community

rummage sale at the school on Dunning Avenue from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m.

* * * *
Mu presents community planting day beginning at 10 a.m.,

on Industrial Parkway, south of the leash free dog park. For
more information, click on www.auroraarboretum.ca/com-

Please see page 19
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$279,000

Terrific value! Detached Home in heart of town! Great space on main floor! Large kitchen and family room! Main floor laundry!
Fresh Paint! Private, fenced yard! Adorable front porch! Convenient location - walk to GO Train, library, Yonge Street!

TOTALLY CHARMING IN OLD AURORA!

Elegant condo townhouse! Reno’d master ensuite & powder room,
custom built-ins, custom mouldings, smooth ceilings, gas fireplace, 
71⁄2” baseboards, new deck with wrought-iron railing! Finished base-
ment! Great location overlooking golf course!

$599,000

ATTENTION SNOWBIRDS!! GREAT VALUE IN BEACON HALL!

presented by

Gorgeous home on quiet court! Custom wood built-ins and detail-
ing! Hardwood floors! Stunning kitchen with large island, granite
counters & walkout! Open concept floor plan! Amazing landscaping
with patios, natural stone, trees, gardens. Just move in!

$889,000

FABULOUS POOL-SIZED LOT BACKING TO WOODS 

Call Marilyn for a market evaluation! 905-727-3154

*(For Royal LePage)

Lovely layout - 2390 sq. ft.! Large principal rooms - terrific for enter-
taining! Spacious eat-in kitchen with walkout to patio & private,
treed yard! Extra living space in finished basement with 4th bed-
room, 4-pc. bath & recreation room with gas fireplace!

$679,000

GORGEOUS BUNGALOW IN SOUTHEAST AURORA!

Wonderful home has renovated kitchen with breakfast bar & stain-
less steel appliances! Renovated bathrooms!  Super finished base-
ment with curved, glass block wall!  Great location just steps to gro-
cery store, Yonge St. and all amenities.

$299,000

FABULOUS LOCATION - TREE-LINED STREET 
- NORTHWEST AURORA! 

14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Saturday May 2 7:30pm 
Royal Canadian Legion 

105 Industrial Pkwy N., Aurora 
$15.00 

905-841-2515 

GORDON LIGHTFOOT
Tribute 

www.lightfoottribute.ca 

905-727-9561
14889 Yonge Street, Aurora
www.graystonesrestaurant.ca

gourmet to go

        Lunch & Dinner
Sunday May 10th

Please call for
reservations

Ultra lightweight and 
comfortable with a 

suede-covered contour 
footbed and a flexible 

rubber insole.

Posy Flower 
Soft leather linings 
backed with foam, 

Clarks Active 
Air®Cushioning 

system and a low covered 
wedge add comfort all round.

Dusky Hill

Top 3 reasons to shop at Omars...
#3–Friendly, knowledgeable staff  
#2–Great location in the Aurora Shopping Centre 
#1–39th YEAR IN BUSINESS IN AURORA

SHOES
Est. 1970

(905) 727-939114800 Yonge Street, Aurora Shopping Centre

WHERE GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT!

www.omarsshoes.ca

DON’T FORGET – EARN FREE SHOES JOIN OUR KID’S CLUB!

Five bikeloads of residents pedalled their way
through the streets of Aurora Saturday morning as
the Big Bike for Heart and Stroke made its annual
visit to town. Above, three businesses - Swiss
Chalet, Harvey’s and Foodland - combined forces
to fill one ride. The Heart and Stroke Foundation
raised several thousands of dollars thanks to the
Aurora riders. Auroran photo by David Falconer

East end plan changes
intersection into the pro-
posed plaza, through the
existing median on
Wellington just west of
Bayview.

After much debate,
council agreed with a staff
recommendation to deny
this request, as it would
necessitate cutting through
the median gateway fea-
ture, and adding yet anoth-
er traffic light along the
busy stretch of road.

A similar request to add
right-in, right-out access on
Bayview just north of
Wellington was also reject-
ed.

But the developers were
not taking "no" for an
answer, returning to plead
their case in late 2007, and
again in February and June
2008.

Each time, council
denied the request,
although in June the right-
in, right-out access on
Bayview was approved.

Finally, in September
last year, the developers
got their wish as council
approved a right-in, right-
out, left-in access on
Wellington, that eliminated
a smaller portion of the
median than originally pro-
posed.

Ironically, after all of the
discussion to date about
vehicle entry to this proper-
ty, when the final revised
site plan application came
before General Committee
last week, the feature that
the members focused on
was not access, but land-

scaping.
The addition of a pedes-

trian walkway at the town's
request on the west side of
the properly had resulted
in fewer trees being pro-
posed for this area, as
compared with the plan
provided in the 2007 ver-
sion.

After several members
had commented on this,
and an amendment made
to the motion on the floor
to increase the amount of
plantings, town Planning
Director Marco Ramunno

advised the committee that
he had spoken to the
developers about this prior
to the meeting, and they
had already agreed to work
with town staff to increase
the landscaping proposed
along the western edge.

On that note, General
Committee recommended
that the site plan agree-
ment be executed among
the town, the owner and
the Region of York.

It is expected that this
will be approved by council
shortly.

From page 1
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Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

There are two major events in Aurora annually
where one can actually meet one’s neighbours.

The Aurora Chamber of Commerce Home Show,
just ended, is one of them.

The other is the 14th annual street sale, traditional-
ly held the first Sunday every June.

Together, they can attract - depending on weather -
upwards of 50,000 people, and some of those people
will be your neighbours.

Home Show organizers get excited if the weather is
bad, street sale people want to see heat and sunshine.

According to the numbers, a total of 5,250 people
attended the three-day home show set up on two ice
surfaces inside the Aurora Community Centre.

If that’s a fact, you should look for sunny, warm
weather to bring out 44,950 people to the street sale
Sunday, June 7.

It wasn’t that way 14 years ago.
When the idea developed, it came into being to cel-

ebrate the 200th bir thday of Yonge Street, then known
(and still is) as the longest street in the world.

It was so named:” The world’s Longest Street Sale
on the World’s Longest Street.”

The idea was to allow Aurora residents to clean the
junk out of their basements, garages, etc., bring it to
Yonge Street and sell it, somewhere between Aurora
Heights Drive in the north and Murray Drive in the
south.

It was a great idea (if I say so myself) but it was only
supposed to last one year.

The Region of York got mad at us because we effec-
tively shut down Wellington Street, and they told us, in
no uncertain terms, not to do that again.

Which is why the north end of the sale ends at
Wellington instead of Aurora Heights.

The Anglican Church would have nothing to do with
us, because we “borrowed” their guest speaker, an
Ontario Lieutenant Governor, to handle the opening
ceremonies.

I never dreamed it would become an annual event. I
was using the “get up, put up and shut up” method, fig-
uring if it would work once, that was enough.

The Aurora Chamber of Commerce, particularly
Rosalyn Gonsalves and Marylynne Stephenson, had
other ideas. It could become an annual event, and so
it did.

A big one.
Several years into the event, the name was official-

ly changed to the Aurora Chamber Street Festival”.
Seems the government didn’t like the word “sale” and,
if we wanted grant money (which we needed) we’d bet-
ter change the name. It got changed.

Why the first Sunday in June?
Well, I was influenced by a resident who said it

never rained on his bir thday and that year his bir thday
happened to fall on the first Sunday in June.

Since then, it has probably rained on the event half
the years of its existence....no more so than the year
Ontario Premier Mike Harris showed up.

It was 2001 and there was a provincial by-election
going on, so he was there to support the candidate.

He and his wife had always been invited to the
event since she was a Harrison, and Aurora was her
home.

Her parents moved to North Bay where they ran a
dairy for some time.

Never mind the past.
So far, I’m told, more than 360 booths have been

sold for this year’s event. There are probably about
200 left.

When you buy a booth, you get 10 feet of frontage
on Yonge Street.

Booths are $40 a pop if you’re a chamber member,
(a little more if you’re not) and that’s not a bad price to
pay if 40,000 people visit your location.

When it started, I wanted to charge $10 a booth,
thinking that if someone invested that money in
advance, they’d be sure to show up.

What I still don’t understand is the attitude of some
Yonge Street merchants who close their businesses
that day and fail to take advantage of the crowds.

So, if you’re planning to participate in this year’s
activities - lots of entertainment and a car show are
included - best you call the Chamber of Commerce
right now at 905-727-7262 and reserve your spot.

Otherwise, prepare to walk about a mile along
Yonge Street where you’re sure to run into one of your
neighbours.

Letter to the Editor

Here’s how to meet
your neighbours

Doomed?
A recommendation will go before the York Region District School Board in September advising that
Aurora’s Wells Street School - once the community’s first high school - should not reopen for students.
Students who normally would go to the school are currently being bussed to another elementary school
on Stone Road, in Aurora’s east end. Because of safety issues the school has been closed for a num-
ber of years, but parents living in Wells Street catchment area want the building fixed and re-opened as
a school.

Amalgamation left “bad taste”
To the editor,

I read the Poor Ronnie
column plus the letter from
Barry Hall concerning amal-
gamation (The Auroran,
July 14).

I was raised in Aurora but
now live in the Ottawa area.

I lived through amalga-
mation up here and the
experience was not pleas-
ant.

It still leaves a bad taste
in my mouth.

I lived in Rideau
Township bordering the
Rideau River on the south
of what is now Ottawa.

It is primarily a rural area
with a few villages.

The promise was more
services and lower taxes.
The inverse happened.

Before amalgamation, I
could call my local council-
lor and I would receive a call
back from that person.

I could drop by the
municipal offices (down the
road) and talk directly with
the planner, clerk, admin,
whomever I needed.

Everyone was local and
helpful. Rideau had no debt
and ran on a no-deficit poli-
cy.

Since amalgamation, my
taxes skyrocketed, services
declined and you needed to
hunt through downtown
Ottawa voicemail for any
help.

Forget actually talking to
the person you needed. You
might get one or two people
removed from the person
you wanted.

If you need to go to the
municipality then be pre-
pared to drive to downtown
Ottawa, pay exorbitant park-
ing fees to sit in a waiting

room and be asked how you
would like to pay for the
services you have yet to
receive.

Money up front for this
crowd and then only opposi-
tion and delay. These peo-
ple are urban and do not
understand rural needs.

The list of foolish bylaws
that work in downtown
Ottawa, that blind bureau-
crats imposed on the new
outlying citizens is too
lengthy to begin.

All this and we never had
a chance to even vote on it.
Big brother made a decision
because it made sense in
someone's ledger. Forget
the voters.

Nepean, which was also
amalgamated, actually had
a few million in the bank.
The city sucked that up and
raised taxes. The city of
Ottawa is in huge debt.

I moved. I now live 1.5
kilometres outside the city
limits in Montague
Township.

I know my councillors. I
drop in whenever I have
questions and immediately
get to see whomever I need
- no charge. I volunteer on a
municipal committee.

The bottom line is we for-
get the reason for govern-
ment.

It is to serve the public.
That means it needs to

be as local as possible.
Don't get fooled into a

numbers game because the
professionals will perform
their slight of hand tricks
and you'll be looking at a
number when your commu-
nity is stolen from you.

If you give that privilege
away you'll never get it
back.

Don't think these things
are rights - they aren't. They
are privileges that you need
to fight (vote) for.

There are other solutions
but keep your government

local or someone else will
make these decisions for
you, maybe Newmarket.

Ross McMurchy
Montague Twp.



Front Porch
Perspective

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

Christ Lutheran Church has partnered with Aurora High School
for students to complete their community or co-op hours by offering
free services to the children and youth of the community.

According to the guide put out by the York Region District School
Board, "The Ministry of Education policy document, Ontario
Secondary Schools, Grades 9 to 12: Program and Diploma
Requirements, 1999, states that every student who begins second-
ary school during or after the 1999 - 2000 school year must com-
plete a minimum of 40 hours of community involvement activities as
part of the requirements for an Ontario Secondary School Diploma."

Students are given a form that they must submit annually to the
school principal or the teacher designated by the principal.This form
outlines the activity and the organization the student is doing the
work for.

While the completion of the form is done on the "honour" sys-
tem, it is handed in annually to catch those students who may like
to procrastinate.

The guide also says: "We believe that the purpose of the com-
munity requirement is to encourage students to develop an under-
standing of civic responsibility and the role they can play in support-
ing and strengthening their communities."

Exactly! Well said!
Students can complete these activities at any time prior to grad-

uation.
And there are lots of activities that are deemed eligible.
Some of these include: Charitable organizations, environmental

projects, religious organizations, political organizations, health agen-
cies, and senior citizens groups, to name just a few.

As you see, the organizations offer students different opportuni-
ties to broaden their horizons.

The partnership between Christ Lutheran and Aurora High,
which began last September, is one such example.

Christ Lutheran offers free programs to the children and youth of
our community. They offer free guitar and drumming lessons,
French tutoring and ball hockey.

A Grade 12 Aurora High student who needed 32 volunteer
hours loved his work so much that he ended up volunteering almost
69 hours teaching guitar to youths aged five to 17. He gave 20-
minute lessons, one on one when possible, and was supervised by
an adult member host.

This student was deemed the 'Guitar Hero' by the congregation
as gratitude for a job well done.

This was a wonderful opportunity for kids who may not be able
to afford lessons otherwise. It is also a free way to see if there is a
true interest without investing in a guitar. The students experience
joyful giving from a motivated teen- what a great role model!

And the teen instructor increased his knowledge and experience
in setting up a program and executing it.

Great connections are also made for developing this into a job
opportunity of offering lessons for charge in the future.

The instructors' mom was also very proud, although she was
slightly annoyed by the lack of interest in other duties at home! 

A second session of six students began their placements last
spring, running from March through to June.

A Grade 12 student is completing two co-op credits offering gui-
tar lessons to three to 17-year-old youths, providing French tutoring

for students from kindergarten to Grade 8 and he is also coaching
ball hockey.

There are also two students doing community service hours:
one is a female Grade 11 student who will be working with the chil-
dren's church choir and possibly performing a musical that she
developed.

The second is a Grade 12 student who assisted with the Aurora
Easter egg hunt- face painting, setting up signs, serving the pan-
cake breakfast and also currently assists with ball hockey week.

As you can see, a program like this produces relationships
developed to create a more giving and caring, close knit communi-
ty.

All programs and events are free to the community. Any dona-
tions made go towards developing the front field of the church prop-
erty to create a soccer field.The church would like to then offer free
soccer training to the community by a professional soccer goalie
and instructor.

Donations are also used to support future programs.
A win/win for all involved.
Hopefully, this mandated service obligation produces young

adults who will make this community "giving" a part of their every
day lives in the years ahead.

If you would like more information about the program contact
Marcia Karagiannis at 905-953-8268 or Elke Schlichte at 905-898-
6448 of the Christ Lutheran Church.

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Christ Lutheran and Aurora High

Cathy’s Corner
Playing in the dirt

By Cathy Vrancic

It's that time of year.
I look out at my garden and it's a terrible mess. It seems win-

ter does to my garden what my kids do to my house.
But it's not the same as when my house or my garage is a ter-

rible mess. Not the same thing a bit!
If the laundry room is overflowing, I just want to avoid, avoid,

avoid! Just close the door and post a sign that says: DANGER!
KEEP OUT!

But when the wee snowdrops and crocuses poke their pretty
little faces out of the thinning blanket of snow, their radiance melts
my heart.

The spirit of a gardener awakens in me and...I  just can't wait
to go and play in the dirt!

It's Spring time, folks! What could be more inspiring than the
promise of colourful peonies and fragrant lilacs?

Every gardener in Aurora knows what I'm talking about - trees
and shrubs and perennials make the world a better place!

On Saturday, May 2nd, the Aurora Community Arboretum will
be holding its annual Spring Planting event.

Last year, we had a record turnout so this year we have more
trees and shrubs to be planted. Plus we have refreshments - cof-
fee courtesy of Susan Cowen of RE/Max York Group to get us
wired for planting, and fresh water to keep us hydrated compli-

ments of my favourite lawyer (now there's a surprise!) - Damir
Vrancic.

All we need is people who love to play in the dirt!
We'll be starting at 10 a.m. at the north end of the Arboretum

- on Industrial Parkway North, south of the dog park.
So mark May 2nd on your calendar and while you're at it, you

might want to make note of the Aurora Garden and Horticultural
Society's Annual Plant Sale.

Yes, the most beautiful perennials from Aurora's most beauti-
ful gardens can be yours! Don't you just love it when gardeners
share?

The sale is on Saturday, May 9th, at the Aurora Public Library
from 9 a.m.until noon, and guaranteed to bring you the joy of pot-
ting and puttering!

In case you didn't know, the AGHS is a group of passionate
gardeners who get together every month to talk about flowers,
trees and bees.

If these are a few of your favourite things, they welcome new
members but just so you know, they're not all "talk".

Apparently, the "rumour" is true:The Garden Tour Committee
really does prowl Aurora looking for beautiful gardens to show in
its Annual Garden Tour. Psst, pass it on!

"Once we spy a possibility," confesses my neighbour, Judy

Ryan, "we knock on the door and once answered, immediately
shower praise on the garden. It helps to alleviate the fear we want
to sell them a vacuum cleaner (do people still do that?). Next
comes the hard part.The ladies are generally all for it.Who does-
n't like to show off their prized roses? Then we talk to the gentle-
men.”

"What do you mean there will be 200 people walking on my
grass???"

That one's a little tougher sell.
This year, the Annual Garden Tour of Gardens in Aurora will

be held Sunday July 5th.
For more information, contact Madge Ford at 905-727-5926.
According to the grapevine, tickets are available at R & R

Revisited, Flowers by Terry, Caruso's, Black Forest Nursery and
Pathways to Perennials.

Hmmm...what a perfect Mother's Day gift for moms who love
to play in the dirt!

And dads too...or maybe for the spirit of the gardener that lives
in you!

Happy planting, Aurora!

Cathy Vrancic welcomes e-mail at:
ccaurora@rogers.com
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Car + Home =
BIG SAVINGS

Peter Virtanen 
CLU. Agent, Aurora 

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR, STATE FARM IS THERE:
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

PO58005CN State Farm • Home Offices Aurora, Ontario • Statefarm.ca™

2 Great
Brands 

1 
Convenient 

Location

Call for delivery: 
905-727-2881 / 416-244-4444

15492 Yonge St. Aurora

15492 Yonge Street 
(next to Howard Johnson) 

Sun - Wed  11 - 9 
Tues. & Thurs. 11 - 10

Fri. - Sat. 11 - 11

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Greal Prices 
Dependable Service 
Best Quality 
Fast Delivery 
Monday to Friday

905-726-8415 
abe–emadian@hotmail.com

A to Z Grocery Delivery 
Grocery Delivery 

straight to your doorstep, 
from your local preferred 

Supermarket 

Trail would invade seniors’ privacy
To the editor,

How would you like
someone building a public
hiking trail in your back-

yard, 60 metres from your
home?

This is what is facing the
senior residents of Hadley
Grange, if the planners of

the Nokiidaa Trail have
their way.

We who live here feel
that it is not only an inva-
sion of our privacy, but also

that of  the wildlife in the
McKenzie Marsh.

The trail is planned to
go right through their nest-
ing grounds.

We have been told that
this is the last bit of Aurora
land available for the trail
except if it follows St.
John's Sideroad to Yonge

Street to meet with the
Newmarket section.

We are hoping that this
route wll be the one taken.

It won't be the first  time
sidewalks are used as part
of a trail. The Oak Ridges
Moraine Trail in Aurora is an
example.

The McKenzie family put
a lot of thought and effort to
create this wildlife sanctu-
ary and I am sure they
would hate to see it
destroyed.

W h e n  S t . J o h n ' s
Sideroad was reconstructed
a few years ago, a board-
walk was built on the north
side as part of the proposed
trail, so the powers-that-be
have known of this route for
a long time without notifying
or consulting with the
neighbours, and I am quite
sure that a handful of sen-
iors will not cause them
them to alter their plans.

I feel I must state my
opinion, anyway and no
doubt will be called a selfish
crybaby; in fact a NIMBY.

But in this case no one is
pushing this unwelcome
intrusion onto anyone else;
ours is the only backyard
involved.

So I'm going to raise my
voice and holler loud and
clear: NOT IN MY BACK-
YARD!

Flo Murray
Aurora

Neighbour says no to planned Nokiidaa
To the residents of

Aurora:

I just recently learned
the Town of Aurora
(through a proposal by the
Nokiidaa Trail Committee)
is considering installing a
boardwalk through the
McKenzie Wetlands behind
Hadley Grange at Old

Yonge and St. John’s
Sideroad.

When I talked to staff
members of the Town, they
tell me this has been in the
works for 10 years.

Well…that is news to me
and so it is to many
Aurorans.

There is nothing worse
than keeping the taxpayer

in the dark.
We don’t know who is

paying the bill or do we
know how much.

Why do we need this
expense? What about
maintenance?

This proposed 'trail'
won't even be usable in the
winter, no bikes allowed
and it will have a curfew in

effect at night.
I walked through the first

part of the Tom Taylor Trail
on Saturday.

There were broken beer
bottles and refuse all over.
So how does one overcome
this? Will there be some
sort of security on this pro-
posed 'trail'...again at
whose expense? How does

one keep out abusers?
There are deer that come

and winter here. How will
they navigate a slippery
boardwalk?

The best is yet to come.
When I came here in 1987,
people told me how Aurora
at one time owned Oak
Ridges and we lost it by
expropriation by Richmond
Hill.

That is a possibility here
when you cosy up to a big-
ger neighbour. Though one
could laugh this off, stranger
things have happened.

I live close to the wet-
lands on Old Yonge and
have often thought how
beautiful a park could be at
65 St. John’s Sideroad with
proper assemblage, etc.

In summation,  I have no
doubt the four corners at
Yonge and St. John’s
Sideroad are getting ready
for much development and
much traffic redesigning.

I agree with Hugh Allen.
It could be “adios”.

Ben Kestein
Aurora

Trail will upset creatures’ lives
To the editor,

This is in regards to the
Nokiidaa Trail.

These proposed trails
are nothing more than an
opportunity to invade, dis-
rupt and destroy these
natural areas.

Any attempt to go
through or around the
edge of this marsh will
have harmful and damag-

ing short and long term
effects on the life in this
area.

We have seen humans’
ugly footprints and will
continue to see the
destructive behaviour of
man's vision on this plan-
et.

The human race has
hunted them, slaughtered
them, tortured, mounted
them on our walls as con-

quests in our homes and
restaurants like Montana's
and experimented on our
wild friends all in the inter-
est of satisfying man's
whims, comfort and glory.

We have done all of
this except leave their
habitat and them alone.

This is a protected
wildlife habitat and should
remain untouched with no
interference from man.

It also MUST be forever
declared and POSTED as
a NATURAL PROTECTED
WILDLIFE HABITAT, so
this battle will never hap-
pen again.

Our wild friends
deserve better than what
little mankind has left for
them.

Barb MacLeod
Aurora

Stop the trail, group says
To the editor,

Re: "Neighbours
oppose trail plans" (The
Auroran, April 21, 09)

Though your paper may
feel this project is "simple
and much-needed", we
feel the opposite and
would like to bring the fol-
lowing to the attention of
the citizens in Newmarket
and Aurora.

It is going to take our
communities to protect
the McKenzie Wetlands.

As stewards of our
local land, air, water, our
communities and our chil-
dren’s future, we believe
that the McKenzie
Wetlands must be left
alone entirely in its pres-
ent state.

The proposed trail,
which seems pretty and
convenient for humans,
will do enormous damage
to the already fragile eco-
system of the wetlands.

Go for a walk, look and
listen for yourself.

One cannot argue that
there would be no dam-
age to the wildlife, their
homes and plant life.

Have we not left

enough of a big, ugly foot-
print on these wetlands as
it is?

Already it is disrespect-
ed, under-managed and
turning into a garbage pit.

We must, as citizens,
come together to demand
that those areas which
were proposed to be
green remain untouched.

Why does development
encroach on these areas
we are meant to be pro-
tecting?

So far, the government
and development continue
to push the limits on the
green belts and all avail-
able land.

How do we need to
develop our community’s
land?

W e  s a y  e n o u g h
a l r e a d y !

Developers and gov-
ernments - who in their
right mind would even
consider proposing or
sanctioning such sense-
less destruction?

Who was there first
anyway?

Is completing a silly
trail more important than
wildlife?

Don’t you have any
cares about nature for

future generations?
Really think about the

long-term impact on this
habitat. This trail is com-
pletely unnecessary.

What are your real
intentions for this area
and, for that matter, the
rest of our land, the land,
the people’s land,
Canada?

Tell us. This project has
been in the works for
some time. Why are we
only learning about this
now?

Unless we collectively
stand up to show our dis-
approval it is going to hap-
pen.

Once an eco-system is
gone, it’s gone.

On April 28 from 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m. at the  Aurora
Town Hall’s Holland
Room,  take five minutes
of your time, to just fill a
form to express your
views.

Remember, this is the

only window we are being
given to express our 
opposition.

If you can't make it, call
Jim Tree to express your
view at 905-727-3123 ext.
3233 or e-mail him at
jtree@aurora.ca.

Our children's grand-
children's grandchildren
will be forever grateful for
our actions at this time.
We must begin to love
more and want less.

Thank for your time and
caring for those without a
voice.

There is a more suit-
able, practical and viable
link along the east side of
Yonge.

This route would be
usable day and night,
summer and winter and
would encourage much
more participation
between our communities.

Newmarket/Aurora Active
Citizen Stewards Initiative
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• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

Add Style to Your Room

• Expert Advice From 
   Knowledgable Staff 
• Amazing Show Room 

 
Design & Consultation 
Service Available 
905-841-2832 
220 Industrial Pkwy. S. 
Call for hours

Murray Feiss 
Casablanca 
Monte Carlo

• Ceiling Fans & Lighting

© Tim Hortons, 2009

Tim Hortons believes that we all have a role in keeping

our neighbourhoods clean. So let’s put litter in its place.

Because it’s not just any community, it’s our community.

WHEN IT DOESN'T BELONG,
IT STANDS OUT.

Chamber says thanks for successful show
To the editor,

We pulled it off again! - a
successful Home Show for
Aurora and our surrounding
communities. Exhibitors and
visitors were all smiles for
the duration of the show.

There were lots of fun
activities for all, including a
clown, face painting cour-
tesy of L.H. Lind Realty, a
roving magician and John
Lemme providing live musi-

cal entertainment next to the
pool in the Outdoor Living
Expo.

Upstairs, Delayne Drive
entertained those enjoying
food and refreshments in the
Beer Garden, which was
headed up by Diane
Buchanan and the wonderful
members of the Optimist
Club of Aurora.

All of this would not have
been possible without the
undying commitment of the

Home Show Committee,
including Diane Buchanan,
Jack Roeleveld, Brian North,
George Hughes, Robin
Hardman and of course the
chamber staff; Caroline
Rusnell, Michael Keith,
Executive Director (Acting),
and in particular, Nancy
Eveleigh Browne, my right-
hand who ensured that all
ran smoothly.

New this year was the
Aurora Home Show website,

www.aurorahomeshow.ca.
The site was created,

developed and sponsored in
part by Treefrog Interactive.

This is an excellent mar-
keting tool that will be avail-
able with this year's sponsor
and exhibitor information
including links until the fall
this year.

At that time we will be
preparing the site with the
2010 Home Show informa-
tion.

Thank you to the more
than 150 exhibitors of the
Home Show. Thank you for
your enthusiasm and profes-
sional and creative booth
displays.

I would also like to thank
our sponsors and contribu-
tors to the event including
PowerStream, our featured
sponsor, and Lenard Lind of
L.H. Lind Realty who spon-
sored the Friday evening
exhibitor reception.

Also to be acknowledged
for their sponsorship and
support are Susan
Cowen/Remax for the
Outdoor Living Expo and
PACE Credit Union as Beer
Garden Entertainment
Sponsor.

The extensive and beauti-
fully designed outdoor living
area was created and spon-
sored by Jack's Landscaping
and Surfside/Leisurescapes.

Thank you also to the
many, many volunteers who
gave up their time to help
where needed, those who
generously donated pass-
port prizes and other prod-
ucts and services to help

make this such a successful
event.

A special thank you to the
staff at the Aurora
Community Centre for their
cooperation and friendly
assistance before, during
and after the show.

Finally, congratulations to
our booth winners: Most
Effective Presentation, World
Mosaic Stone & Tile; hon-
ourable mention to KIBO
Natural Body Care Products.
Most Creative Booth:
Saturday Afternoons Home
Store, Aurora. Most Creative
and Effective
Garden/Landscape Display:
YardWorks 4
Life/Newtonbrook Block.
Most Unique Design:
Southlake Regional Health
Centre; honourable mention
to Sport Court. Rookie of the
Year Award: Treefrog
Interactive. Best Professional
Services Display: Smiles by
Dr. Goodlin.

Robin Taylor-Smith,
Chair,
2009 Home Show
Committee

Dick said he’d shovel snow
To the editor,

Re: Mr. D. Illingworth

It was unfortunate to hear
about Dick’s passing a cou-
ple of weeks ago but I have a
great memory of him.

Our family moved to
Aurora in 1957 and lived on
Nisbet Drive in Regency
Acres.

In the winter the plow

would come down our street
and dump the snow at the
dead end (there was a field
between Regency Acres and
Golf Glen back then. Of
course, the snow would end
up at the mouth of our drive-
way.

I think I was about 13
years old in 1963 when I
think this took place but I
decided to sit down and write
Mr. Illingworth, the mayor at

the time, a letter in which I
explained to him that my
father had had a heart attack
and I was the only one who
could shovel out the end of
the driveway every time the
plow dumped the snow and
that it was pretty heavy  for
one 13-year-old to have to
move, plus have to shovel
the rest of the driveway as
well, so I asked Mr.
Illingworth if there was any-

thing he could do to help me.
Well, to my surprise, Mr.

Illingworth called my house
and spoke to me and said
that from then on someone
would be down to clear the
snow after the plow dumped
it and if it was not removed
then he would personally
come and shovel it himself.

Mr. Illingworth lived up to
his promise and the snow
was removed after every
storm and they also cleared
the whole driveway every
time.

I sure was impressed by
this man at a very early age
and he made my family and I
feel like we were very impor-
tant that he would take the
time to help us out.

He sure will be missed by
many. My condolences to his
family.

Pamela Maple
Aurora 

She says thank you
for Dick’s Legion service
To the editor,

On behalf of Dorothy Clark
McClure and the family of
Richard (Dick) Illingworth who
died March 29, 2009, we
would like to express our grat-
itude to everyone who sent
flowers and made donations

on Dick's behalf.
Special thanks to the pres-

ident and staff of the Aurora
Colonel Fred Tilston VC
Branch of the Royal Canadian
Legion for providing the hall
and reception for Dick's public
Memorial Celebration.

Many thanks to Ted Kearn

and Veterans Affairs for their
long-time support and assis-
tance.

We appreciate the ongoing
support of her Worship Phyllis
Morris, Mayor of Aurora, mem-
bers of council as well as the
many public officials who have
paid their respects, including
the York Regional Police.

We wish to thank Ron
Wallace and The Auroran and
area media for capturing
Dick's lifetime achievements
for prosperity as well as
Roger's Cable Television -
Aurora for providing a beauti-
ful Tribute CD compilation of
the event.

We are deeply touched by
the kind words of all those
who spoke at the Memorial
Celebration and for the ongo-
ing outpouring of support and
kindness that we have
received from friends, neigh-
bours and the community.

Thanks to you, Mr. Aurora
will live on in our hearts.

Kelly McClure 
Bradford

Lois Brown is not
a PC, reader says

To the editor,

In your front page article,
"Jones would seek nomina-
tion, but not without competi-
tion", you have mistakenly
labelled Lois Brown as a
Progressive Conservative.

The Auroran should publish
a correction of the record.

I have no idea of Ms
Brown’s political leanings

prior to 2003, but that was
the year in which
"Progressive" was dropped
by the Conservative party,
both in name and philoso-
phy.

Lois Brown was elected
as a Conservative, not a
Progressive Conservative.

As Canadians we are
free to vote for our candi-
date of choice, but should
not mistake the old party for
the new one.

Glenn Hubbers 
Aurora

Health debate
too important
to be political
To the editor,

RE: Front Porch
Perspective. The
Auroran, April 14

Our thanks go to
Stephen Somervil le for
opening a local discus-
sion about health care.

However, he suggests
that it will be right vs. left
debate.

If our “sacred trust” is
to be sustainable, the
debate is far too impor-
tant than to be mired in
politics.

We look forward to
explorations from
Stephen and others.

Gordon Barnes
Aurora
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Free
Get One One 

Buy 3 Tires

SALE
2 WEEKS ONLY

at our everyday 
low price

Expires April 30, 2009

297 Wellington St. E., Aurora,
West of Bayview 

905-841-8105

135 Davis Drive, Newmarket,
East of Yonge, North Side

905-657-1101
10695 Yonge St.,
Richmond Hill,

905-884-8124

3805 Scarborough Ave. East
Agincourt

416-292-6113
www.fixmycar.ca

MOON GARDEN
RESTAURANT Since 1969 

Dinner for

4 Egg Rolls 
Sweet and Sour Chicken Balls 
Ja Doo Wings
Chicken Chow Mein
Chicken Guy Ding
Chicken Fried Rice

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O.

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington.
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3232$$ 9595

The Optimist Club of Aurora 
is holding its 

2nd Annual Optimist Junior 
Qualifying Golf Tourney at 

ST. ANDREW’S VALLEY GOLF CLUB
May 31, 2009 

WANTED

Registration deadline is May 27, 2009

JUNIOR GOLFERS

Age Groups: 
10-11, 12-13, 14-15, 16-18 years

Boys & Girls 
To register: 

Greg 905-713-2570 or 
g_jway@sympatico.ca

Cost is $70.00 

In the Aurora Shopping Centre - by No Frills
905-727-6212

Frank at 
A&F Hair Elite 

invites you to 
come in for a 

Spring hair cut.

A&F Hair Elite
Barbershop & Hair Styling

Seat-belt argument “flawed”, reader says
To the editor,

Re: Letter to the
Editor, The Auroran, April
21, from M. Chisholm.

Let's pretend that I don't
know you and can't just
walk down the street and
swat you with a rolled-up
Auroran, because this let-
ter should actually be
addressed to every adult
driver who thinks he is the
only one affected by his
decision to not wear a seat
belt.

I don't disagree with the
"Big Brother" stance, but
the premise of your argu-
ment is flawed. Horribly,
horribly flawed.

My parents went to the
funeral that cinched it in
1979, when there were no
seat belt laws.

I was eight-years-old,
and from that day on, no
one had to tell me to buck-
le up.

Grade 2 was not the
same for a couple of
months after that because
we had an empty desk. My
classmate hadn't been hurt
- his parents made him
wear his seat belt.

But his mother didn't
think she needed to... and
his dad took a long time to
get used to being a single
parent.

You are not the only one
affected by your decision
to not wear a seat belt.

Anyone who thinks he is
an island unto himself pays
huge disrespect to his
spouse, parents, children,
and siblings, to his cowork-
ers, clients, friends, and
neighbours.

And for that, you get
swatted with a rolled-up
Auroran.

For simplicity, let's leave
out the emotional scars of
other people who were
involved in the crash
(either at-fault or not), and

the people who are paid to
clean up the mess, scrape
what's left of you off the
hood of your car and the
pavement (because it is at
that time in your life, when
you are ejected through
the windshield, that you
will literally be in two
places at once); to sift
through and remove the
wreckage blocking the
road for everyone else;
those who embalm or cre-
mate you...or who, if you're
more fortunate, will stitch
you back up, remove any
ruptured vital organs, set
your bones together, per-
haps with screws, or
remove unsalvageable
limbs and cerebral bits,
and rehabilitate your body
and train your mind to live
as fulfilling a life as you
can with a head injury, the
prosthetics, or seated in a
mobile chair.

Those would be the pro-
fessional team players

dedicated to helping you
live in the lifestyle to which
you must become accus-
tomed.

Your closest team play-
ers share your four walls
and roof, and they will
have to live with your deci-
sion every day for the rest
of their lives.

Not just your life.
And you all live on a

street with people who
know you and care
whether you live or die.

You live in a community
with a school where your
children will have emotion-
al support in their time of
need, and whose friends'
parents will help out how-
ever they can, should your
spouse need what little we
can offer, be it emergency
child care so your spouse
can take you to that last-
minute diagnostic or fol-
low-up appointment
change, or just a bit of
down time to recharge the

spirit and brace for the next
24 hours of dealing with
the volatile personality
changes wrought by a
head injury.

There will be lasagnes
on the doorstep and
garbage bins collected
from the curb.

There will be lawn mow-
ing and garden planting
favours...because we will
keep up the hope that your
family will not lose the
house as a result of the
crash.

Your decision to not
wear a seat belt has the
power to force other,
extremely difficult deci-
sions on your entire family.

Your decision to not

wear a seat belt also has
the power to unleash a
tsunami of caring and kind-
ness. Silver lining, and all
that...but remember that
silver tarnishes over time.

Personally, I'd rather
read your next letter grum-
bling about the speed limit
on St. John's Sideroad.

There are 'way more
people on the road who
won't wear their seat belts
than there are murderers,
rapists, and and gangsters.
Thank goodness.

And to the uniformed
team players who enforce
the law: Thank you.

B. Taylor
Aurora

Seat belt idea is okay
as long as I don’t pay
To the editor,

Maybe Big Brother is

right.
How much do we, the

general public, pay for med-

ical and hospital care attrib-
uted to drivers or adult pas-
sengers not wearing auto-
mobile seat belts?

M. Chisholm's idea that
the wearing of seat belts
should be optional has some
merit provided it is under-
stood that any medical costs
attributed by the person or
persons is/are paid by them
and not you and I.

Maybe I am biased.
I had a friend, a fast and

possibly dangerous driver
who in the 60s lost control of
his car - left the road,

crossed a ditch, rolled the
vehicle several times, had all
four doors torn off or badly
damaged.

My friend came to sitting
in his seat in an upside down
car suffering from cuts and
bruises.

He was wearing a seat
belt. When I heard what hap-
pened to him I installed belts
in my car.

My friend died of natural
causes at age 86.

Eric Worsley
Aurora

To the editor,

M. Chisholm of Aurora
(letter to the editor, The
Auroran, April 21), thinks
that it is no one's business if
he chooses not to wear a
seat belt.

Has he thought about the
enormous cost to the Health

System (and ultimately the
taxpayers), if he requires
hospitalization and/or long
term medical disability finan-
cial assistance should he be
hurt in an automobile acci-
dent?

Jackie Simone
Aurora

How much will it cost?
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If you're 50+, you can save up to $400* on your car and home insurance with
from HS Financial Services. You also get the advantages of:

           • A Hometown broker - No call centres here!
           • No-fee payment plans
           • Claims Service Guarantee
           • No risk to try with our 30 day money-back guarantee

Get a quote and a chance to win a $1,000 Vacation Voucher �

Call Diana today at 905-727-4605 ext 237 and find out how
much you can save.

Save Up To $400*...

... and a Chance to Win

Being 50+ Has Its Advantages

www.hsf inancial.ca
*This figure represents an estimate.  Actual savings may vary.  Some conditions & restrictions 

 may apply.  �See full contest rules at www.hsfinancial.ca/PROage50Plus

a $1,000 Vacation Voucher�

Fee paid, nothing accomplished
To the editor,

I have to give the figures and
they have to be read to get this
point across.

On Christmas Eve I found
myself in front of the newly ren-

ovated Shoppers Drug Mart. It
was a beacon of light in a sea of
darkness.I sat in front of it for 10
minutes enjoying the cheerful
scene.

Two storeys of light illuminat-
ed store shelves, Christmas

trees and wreaths, people on
stairs with the elevator sliding
up and down behind them. It
was a delight.

Something I had never seen
before in Aurora.The downtown
block is always cheerful, of

course, but not like this.
While being built, there was

no indication it would look like
this. It had been a small
Canadian Tire warehouse
structure.

On completion, an applica-

Letters to the Editor

tion was made for a sign plan
and a sign variance. Staff
processed it and recommend-
ed approval.

Council said no.
To say I was aghast is put-

ting it mildly.
A couple of weeks ago I saw

e-mails between Councillor Al
Wilson and the mayor.

Shoppers had obtained a
temporary banner sign permit
for across the back of the build-
ing. It was to expire on March
31st and staff were on alert to
make sure it came down by the
final date on the permit.

Shoppers have three stores
in Aurora.All of them beautiful. I
asked for financial particulars of
this latest project.

Construction was worth $2
million..Interior renovations
almost half a million.The permit
fee was $16k for inside and out.

Town's development charge
was $44,473.09. Region's
$70,909. Education's $1,652,
and the  appraisal fee was
$2,467.

When all of that money had
been expended and the build-
ing completed, the application
was made for signs. The plan
was for five including direction-
al. Sign Value $60,000, con-
struction $12,000 and permit
$375.

A variance application was
made at the same time at a cost
of $450. An additional sign at
$12k, and permit at $175.It was
refused.

The building currently has a
dinky little sign on the front cor-
ner...the same on the great long
wall on the south side and none
at all on the long dark back wall,
facing oncoming traffic on
Edward Street.

Canadian Tire Gas Bar
obscures the building from
oncoming traffic from the south.
Signage is needed for the car-
riage trade to know they are
there.

A failed store means a sub-
stantial loss of revenue to the
town.

After all that private money
was invested in the town, our
assessment improved by two
and a half million dollars.

DC levies were collected in
an amount of almost $120k, a
sign variance application was
made at a cost of $450,
processed, recommended by
staff and turned down by coun-
cil.

A fee paid, work completed,
nothing accomplished.

The final irony was the
mayor's proclamation 2009
would be the Year of Aurora's
Business Initiative.

There was also the mayor's
constant reminder during budg-
et discussions of how council
and staff had to be mindful of
hard times being experienced
by local business.

Look no further.

Evelyn Buck
Aurora

Debate opens on “half-staff”
Open letter to Auroran

columnist Stephen
Somerville:

As every good Auroran
should, I read with great
interest the "little" town
paper of ours.

I'm also a very proud
Canadian.

Which brings me to the
point of this email.

In your column about
Dick Illingworth recently, I
read that you noticed the
flag flying at "half staff".

Did you know that the
Canadian term for a flag fly-
ing in that position is actual-
ly "half mast"?

The same goes for the
word lieutenant. In the US,
they pronounce it "loo ten-
ant". In Canada it's "lef ten-
ant".

I see it all the time in
print and it makes my blood
boil to see "Americanisms"
creeping into our everyday
language more and more.

Just a point of interest or
an FYI for future reference.

Mark Holmes
Aurora

ED. NOTE: If there is
any blame here, it belongs
to the editor, not the
author. The editor
changed the copy from
“half-mast” to “half staff”
because of his belief that
the word “half-mast” is
appropriate only on a
ship. The encyclopedia
Wikipedia agrees: “The
term "half-staff" is com-
monly used colloquially to
refer to half-mast,
although military tradition
indicates that "half-mast"
is generally reserved to
usage aboard a ship,
where flags are typically
flown from masts.”
However, we’ll let word-
smith Lew Gloin of Aurora
have the final word on it.
Whatever he says will be
what we’ll use in the
future.

Reader disagrees
with seat belt advice
To the editor,

I have never responded
to a letter in any of the
local papers but have felt
compelled to do so today.

I’m writing in response
to your letter which makes
an ‘attempt’ to discredit
the Ontario Provincial
Police’s recent ‘crack-

down’ on drivers not wear-
ing seatbelts.

My initial response to
this letter was simply...‘Is
this person kidding?’

I know that as a child,
my parents were not
always required (by law) to
put me in a seat belt....but
guess what... it’s 2009!!! 

People should be cred-

iting the police with want-
ing to keep our lives safe...
not trying to dis-credit their
decisions.

M. Chisholm, if I could
be so bold as to ask you to
step outside of your ego-
centric world to give some
consideration to the other
people on the road...or
even those in your own
car... should an ‘accident’
(perhaps you could benefit
from looking the definition
of this word up in the dic-
tionary) should happen,

YOU (if not wearing a
seatbelt) would be the first
person to be injured... or to
injure your fellow passen-
gers!

Perhaps you could think
for a moment about the
other people on the road
as well.. or even the driver
of the other car...should
they have to live with the
reality of injuring (or worse
yet killing) another human
being... even in a very
minor car accident.

May you be pulled over,
and be honoured with the
reality check you clearly
need... and a traffic viola-
tion ticket for not wearing
your seatbelt.

L. Dunbar
Aurora

He opposes blended tax
Open letter to Dalton

McGuinty, premier of
Ontario.

This is a promise:
Should your government
continue and successfully
implement the proposed
HST or blended tax legisla-
tion, I and my family will do
everything within our power
to stop your government
from being re-elected.

Starting now we are
sending this letter to all
family and acquaintances in
our address book.

By last count there is in
excess of 100 names.

Think about the political
suicide you and your party
are committing enacting
this gigantic tax increase.

Remember the previous
political gaff when you said
YOU would not increase

taxes in your election
speech. This is a much larg-
er tax grab. Things like
hydro, water, home con-
struction costs. Everything
that currently is exempt
from provincial sales tax,
but is subject to the federal
GST now becomes taxed.

The more I write this, the
angrier I become.

In the language used by
my grandchildren (future
taxpayers), they would say
"didn't your mommy teach
you that telling lies is BAD."

Halt this injustice now
before its too late.

Sadly, you know all
about telling lies and most
Ontarians are stupid
enough to have voted for
you.

Earle Lepofsky
Aurora
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What’s Happening at the 
Howard Johnson Aurora... 

April 18 & 25, May 2 and 9

This Tony Award-winning sketch comedy 
review is a very funny show about some 
unlikely subjects, including a one legged 
actor applying for the role of Tarzan, an in 

depth interview with an unimpressed 
shepherd who witnessed the Nativity, and a 
French singer who misunderstands an Anglo 

Saxon vulgarity and composes a song around it.

This Tony Award-winning sketch comedy 
review is a very funny show about some 
unlikely subjects, including a one legged 
actor applying for the role of Tarzan, an in 

depth interview with an unimpressed 
shepherd who witnessed the Nativity, and a 
French singer who misunderstands an Anglo 

Saxon vulgarity and composes a song around it.

By Stellar Productions 
written by Peter Cook and Dudley Moore

and a special Performance 
on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 10... doors open at 4:30

April 25, May 2 and 9

By Stellar Productions 
written by Peter Cook and Dudley Moore

and a special Performance 
on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 10... doors open at 4:30

Terrific Events 
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Also showing May 2 and 9 
Reservations 905-727-1312

15520 Yonge St., 
Aurora • www.hojoaurora.com

Plus...
A very special Matinee Performance 
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Mother’s Day Buffet
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Two Great Times–One Great Buffet

11 am - 2 pm and 5 pm - 8 pm 
Breakfast items will be available at the 

11 am -2 pm Buffet 

Carved Prime Rib of Beef Au Jus, Stuffed Sole, 
Chicken in a White Wine Mushroom Sauce, 
Medley of Vegetables and Potato of the Day, 
Extensive Salad Table and Decadent Deluxe

Dessert Table. 
Coffee, Tea–Juice for the kids. 

Featuring...

In the Terrace Cafe at In the Terrace Cafe at 
Howard Johnson Hotel, Aurora Howard Johnson Hotel, Aurora 

Sunday May 11, 2008Sunday May 11, 2008 

In the Terrace Café at 
Howard Johnson Hotel, Aurora 

Sunday May 10, 2008 

Letters to the Editor

Fewer parking spots not the answer, she says
To the editor,

Re: "We need fewer
park ing  spots" , The
Auroran, April 21.

I am writing in response
to Mr. Moore's letter regard-
ing his belief that we need to
overturn the existing bylaw
for a minimum of 1.5 parking
spaces per unit in new

d e v e l o p m e n t s .
Unfortunately, Mr. Moore's
utopia of commuters "shed-
ding their cars and embrac-
ing public transit" does not
exist in the world the rest of
us live in.

I fully believe in being as
environmentally friendly as
possible.

My husband and I have
renovated a very old home,

reusing many materials in
the process, rather than buy-
ing new.

I've eliminated water hun-
gry elements from my land-
scape, utilizing mainly native
species, to the point that I
rarely need to water in the
summer.

I take the GO train to my
job in the city of Toronto.

I recycle everything that I

can, have installed super
high efficiency HVAC and
appliances in my home and
have had an energy assess-
ment done.

I've even changed all of
the light bulbs in the entire
house to compact fluores-
cents!

I'd like to tell you a story
about how I tried a number
of years ago to be environ-

mentally conscientious by
attempting to commute to
my job location, at the time,
near Keele and Lawrence in
Toronto.

I noticed, after a week or
two at this location, that the
train that came from Aurora
to Toronto, passed within
one hundred yards of my
office.

I called GO Transit to
inquire if there was a stop
nearby.

They stated that the near-
est stop was York University,
at Keele and Steeles
Avenue, or Union Station,
right downtown.

They also told me that the
trains didn't run early
enough to get me there by 6
a.m., my starting time.

I asked them if they had
any future plans to add stops
to this line.

They said "not in the fore-
seeable future".

Hmmm. So much for that
plan.

I then proceeded to cal-
culate the length of time it
would take me to get to my
job through regular public
transit (bus, subway etc.).

It would have taken me

two and a half hours, one
way.

I would have had to get
up by 3 a.m. (to get ready
and make it to work on time).
Alternatively, by car, it took
me 30 minutes. Which do
you think I chose?

I would predict that the
majority of commuters would
have made the same choice.

That is the reality. Not
utopia.

If we want to "break our
car addiction", reducing
parking spots is not the way
to do it. Improving the public
transit infrastructure to make
it easier for people to get to
work is the only solution.

Reducing parking spots
will only create problems in
the neighbourhoods where
these new housing develop-
ments and intensification
projects are located.

Let's not put the cart
before the horse.

In closing, I have a couple
of questions for you, Mr.
Moore: how many cars are in
your driveway, and how do
you get to work?

Angela Daust
Aurora

Is Town ignoring west residents?
To the editor,

Have the powers that
be abandoned us?

We once had two
supermarkets in the north
end, west side of Yonge
Street.

People in this area

could walk to do their
shopping. Not anymore,
years ago we also had a
beer store, now long gone.

Everything seems to be
happening east of Yonge.

Now they are building a
new baseball diamond.
What’s wrong with Fleury

Park? Residents in this
area loved to watch the
games. But last summer,
we could have counted on
one hand, the number of
games played there.

Seems they have
switched to the Town Park,
such a waste of a lovely

baseball diamond.
They used to say “go

west, young man”.
Whatever for, there's noth-
ing here.

The only thing happen-
ing is Fleury & Machell
Parks being torn to pieces,
to accommodate the big
water pipe, we really need
this.

So while I touch on this
subject, remember that
Aurora has the purest
drinking water.

So, that being the case,
don't buy water in plastic
bottles, it probably does
not come close to our tap
water, the tap does not
leach out like plastic bot-
tles do and think of envi-
ronment, think green.

I think we pay our taxes
on the west side.

N. Pemberton
Aurora

Fencing fields removes
taxpayers’ rights: reader
To the editor,

I am really disappoint-
ed that the mayor and cer-
tain councillors want to
take away the right of all
residents to use Town
fields.

We all are taxpayers
and we all have the right
to use these fields.

We are asked to stay in
shape and to keep our
kids in shape yet one of
the town’s key assets,
open fields and parks, is
being taken away.

I know that organized
leagues pay extra to use
the fields and they
deserve that r ight.
However, when the fields
are not permitted to

organized groups then
we, the taxpayers, should
be able to play spor ts
with our kids or friends.

We pay for the fields to
be maintained through
our taxes and we should
always be allowed to use
them. Fencing them
removes that right.

That includes the astro

turf field at Sheppard’s
Bush.

If you agree with me
then please call the
mayor and the councillors
to voice your opinion.
Please do not allow this
right to be taken away.

Nigel Kean
Aurora

Restoration 
of parks not
professional,
reader says
To the editor,

If you have ever played
soccer, rugby, tennis or base-
ball or have just walked
through and enjoyed Fleury
and Machell Parks, take note
of the totally unprofessional
restoration going on.

Both drainage systems
my crew installed in the 60s
and the second installed by
Jim Tree’s crew have been
ripped up, along with trees,
electrical lines and sprinkler
systems.

Work being completed
now is wreckless, messy
(just take a look!) and below
Aurora’s standards (a bit of
topsoil).

If you think that the parks
should be restored to the
standards that the parks
were constructed and paid
for by your tax dollars, con-
tact your mayor or your coun-
cillor and let them know.

Norm Weller
Aurora
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 Peppy 1.6L 106 hp Ecotec Engine  Tilt Adjustable Steering Column 
 Drivers’ Seat Height and Lumbar Adjusters  60/40 Split-Folding 

Rear Seat  CD Player with MP3 Playback 
 Auxiliary Audio Input Jack for your 

iPod® or MP3 Digital Music Player HWY: 5.7L/100KM – 50 MPG
CITY: 7.9L/100KM – 36 MPGg

OR $8,995*

CASH PURCHASE PRICE with Dealer Cash Alternative to Pontiac Buick GMC All In One Package**

Torrent GT FWD Podium Edition Package shown††

 3.4L 185 hp V6 Engine  StabiliTrak™ Electronic Stability Control System 
 16-in. Aluminum Wheels  OnStar® with 

1 year of the Safe and Sound Plan¥

HWY: 8.3L/100KM – 34 MPG
CITY: 12.2L/100KM – 23 MPG

OR $21,498*

CASH PURCHASE PRICE with Dealer Cash Alternative to Pontiac Buick GMC All In One Package**

5-Star Safety Award

Sierra Ext. Cab SLE shown with PDD††

Best New Green Technology Award.

 4.8L 295 hp SFI V8 Engine  OnStar® with 1 Year of the Safe and Sound Plan¥  4-speed 
Automatic Transmission with Tow/Haul Mode  17-in. Chrome-style Wheels  StabiliTrak™ 
Electronic Stability Control System  Air Conditioning  Remote Keyless Entry System 
 Power Windows, Door Locks and Heated Mirrors 
 Trailering Special Equipment Package  Locking Rear 

Differential  Available with Two Mode Hybrid Powertrain
HWY: 11.1L/100KM – 25 MPG
CITY: 15.4L/100KM – 18 MPG

Most Fuel Efficient 4x4 Fullsize Pickup 
in the segment.

OR $25,898*

CASH PURCHASE PRICE with Dealer Cash Alternative to Pontiac Buick GMC All In One Package**

HWY: 8.5L/100KM – 33 MPG
CITY: 13.1L/100KM – 22 MPG 3.9L 240 hp V6 VVT Engine  4-wheel Disc Brakes with ABS  OnStar® with 1-year of the Safe & Sound Plan¥  Air Conditioning 

 AM/FM CD Player MP3 playback  17-in. Wheels  Remote Keyless Entry System  Power Windows/Locks/Mirrors 

CASH PURCHASE PRICE with Dealer Cash Alternative to Pontiac Buick GMC All In One Package**

$15,498*OR 

For the latest information, visit us at gm.ca, call 1-800-GMDRIVE or visit your local Pontiac Buick GMC dealer. Offer valid at participating Pontiac Buick GMC dealers with the purchase of an eligible 2008 or 2009 model year new General Motors 
vehicle in Canada between February 13, 2009 and June 1, 2009. Offer excludes all Cadillacs, Chevrolet Express, GMC Savana and Medium duty trucks. The No Charge Maintenance Program coverage period depends on vehicle model and expires after 36 months/60,000 km, 48 months/80,000 km or 60 
months/100,000 km (Pontiac: G3 Wave, G5 and Vibe only), whichever comes first, from the in-service date of the vehicle. This GM No Charge Maintenance program is a GM Canada marketing program and coverage cannot be redeemed for any cash value. Maintenance Services must be performed at a General 
Motors dealer in Canada. This program covers inspections, engine oil and filters change and tire rotation in accordance with the vehicle’s oil life monitoring system, if applicable, or as prescribed in the Owner’s Manual. Program excludes other replacement parts, fluids, and any “Additional Required Services” as 
outlined in the Owner’s Manual that may be identified during the inspection of the vehicle. See Dealer for details. ¥All qualifying OnStar equipped vehicles will receive a 2-year promotional period of OnStar with Directions & Connections service. OnStar services require vehicle electrical system (including battery);
wireless service and GPS satellite signals to be available and operating for features to function properly. Subscription Service Agreement required. Call 1-888-4ONSTAR (1-888-466-7827) or visit onstar.ca for OnStar’s Terms and Conditions, Privacy Statement and details and system limitations. All qualifying XM 
factory equipped vehicles will receive a 2-year promotional period of XM Satellite Radio service. Monthly subscription sold separately after two-year promotional period. XM Radio service is available in 10 Canadian provinces and the 48 contiguous United States. For more information visit xmradio.ca. *Offer 
applies to the cash purchase of 2009 (Pontiac Montana SV6 RWB 1SM/GMC Sierra Ext. Cab 4WD 1SP/Pontiac Torrent FWD 1SM/Pontiac G3 Wave 5-door 1SM). Cash purchase price reflects discounts or other incentives that are only available when consumers opt for cash purchase offers. By selecting lease 
or finance offers consumers are foregoing such credit which will result in a higher effective interest rate. Freight ($1,350/$1,350/$1,200/$1,325), license, insurance, registration, PPSA, administration fees and taxes are not included. Offers apply as indicated to the purchase of 2009 new or demonstrator models 
of the vehicle equipped as described. Offers apply to qualified retail customers in the Ontario Pontiac Buick GMC Dealer Marketing Association area only (including Outaouais). Dealer order or trade may be required. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offer which may not be combined with other 
offers. See your dealer for conditions and details. ‡0% purchase financing for 60 months available on the following 2009 models: Pontiac G5 SE/GT, Montana SV6. 0% purchase financing for 48 months available on the following 2009 models: Pontiac Solstice, Canyon. 0% purchase financing for 36 months available 
on all other 2009 models except: Pontiac Vibe, G6 1SX, G8; GMC Envoy, Acadia, Yukon; Buick Enclave, GH vans, GMT 560 family 2, 3 & T. Example: $10,000 at 0% for 36/48/60 months, the monthly payment is $277.78/$208.33/$166.67. Cost of borrowing is $0, total obligation is $10,000. Financing available on 
approved GMAC credit only. Down payment and/or trade may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Offers are unconditionally interest free. **$1,000/$1,000/$1,000/$750 cash alternative to All In One Event is a manufacturer-to-
retailer delivery credit (tax exclusive) available on 2009 Pontiac Montana SV6 RWB 1SM/ GMC Sierra Ext. Cab 4WD 1SP/Pontiac Torrent FWD 1SM/Pontiac G3 Wave 5-door 1SM. Such delivery credits are included in the cash purchase prices in this advertisement. See dealer for details. †Subject to Vehicle 
Redemption Allowances. Visit thegmcard.ca for more details including terms and conditions that apply to The GM Card Earnings and Redemption Program. The Toronto-Dominion Bank and its affiliates are not responsible for the GM Card Earnings and Redemption Allowance Program. ® Registered trade-mark 
of General Motors Corporation/Used under license. TD logo is a trade-mark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. Based on 2009 Natural Resources Canada Fuel Consumption Guide. Your actual fuel consumption may vary. GMCL will pay the first two months’ GMAC finance payments for finance terms up to 60 
months only, paid up to a maximum monthly finance payment of $400 (tax included). Offer applicable to equal monthly payment finance agreements with GMAC and subject to GMAC credit approval. License, insurance, registration and administration fees not included and may be payable upon signing. Program 
not available to recipients of any previous GM student/graduate offer. Visit gmstudentbonus.ca for more details. US government star ratings are part of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA’s) New Car Assessment Program. For more information on safety ratings, go to www.safercar.gov.
2009 Pontiac Torrent and 2009 GMC Sierra received both a 5-star Rating for the driver and front passenger in the Frontal Crash Test and for Front and Rear Seat Occupants in the Side-Impact Crash Test. 2009 Pontiac G3 Wave received both a 5-star Rating for the driver and front passenger in the Frontal Crash 
Test. †† Pontiac Torrent FWD GT shown with PCR (Podium Edition Package), MSRP $33,675. GMC Sierra Ext. Cab SLE shown with PDD, MSRP $38,795. Pontiac G3 Wave 5-door with UE1 and PW8 shown, MSRP $14,710.

Redeem your GM Card 
earnings today.†

OR ASK YOUR DEALER ABOUT 0%
FINANCING ON SELECT VEHICLES.‡

BEST COVERAGE IN CANADA
WITH A 

FULLY BACKED WARRANTY
5 YEARS / 160 000 KM

3YEAR
NO-CHARGE

MAINTENANCE

INTRODUCING AN INDUSTRY FIRST

directions and connections¥

2-YEAR
130 Satellite channels

2-YEAR

5-Star Safety Award

BONUS2

Already own a truck?
Ask your dealer if
you’re eligible for

$1,000
towards a new GMC Pickup

TRUCK
BUCKS

G3 Wave 5-Door shown with UE1 and PW8††

5-Star Safety Award

5-YEAR
MAINTENANCE

XM and OnStar not available
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ACADEMY
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990055 772277--22007799
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and School Age Summer Camp
Nursery School

Including:  Reading, Math, Science, Printing, 
Arts, Music & Outdoor Play 

for Toddler, Pre-School,
JK and SK Programs.

 September to June

Private Nursery School
18 months - 6 yrs  •  3 hour classes

OPEN HOUSE
May 23, 10:00 to noon

(July & August)

AURORA RESTHAVEN 
LONG TERM CARE RESIDENCE

32 Mill St., Aurora, ON
905-727-1939

PARK PLACE MANOR 
RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

15055 Yonge St., Aurora, ON
905-727-2952

BARTON 
RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
17290 Leslie St., Newmarket, ON

905-967-1331

www.chartwellreit.ca

HERE’S YOUR CHANCE TO SHINE
WITH YOUR MUSICAL TALENT!
Seeking solo vocalists or musicians over age 65 

to perform in our Senior Star national competition.
For more information on how to participate 

or to pick up your registration form please call 
the property nearest you.

Machine Washable

DarcyFayette

 

#3–Selected styles available in wide widths
#2–Great selection for the entire family 
#1–GREAT SERVICE - WE STILL MEASURE FEET

Top 3 reasons to shop at Omars... 

Functional enough for the trail but 
relevant for a city lifestyle.

Combinations of leather, nubuck 
and breathable mesh form shoes 

that are comfortable and new looking 
no matter how many times 
you wash and wear them.

WHERE GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT!

14800 Yonge Street, Aurora Shopping Cente (905) 727-9391

SHOES
Est. 1970

Our 39th
year in
Aurora

www.omarsshoes.ca

Novice Panthers win bronze at Provincials
The Aurora Panthers Novice

A girls’ hockey team finished off
an incredible season capturing
the bronze medal in the Novice
A division at the 2009 OWHA
Provincial Championships
recently.

The A division is the highest
level of hockey for seven and
eight year old girls in Ontario.

The team had a great year
on the ice finishing with a 44-10-
4 record. They placed in every
event that they entered.

The girls went undefeated in
the LLFHL regular season, won
the bronze medal in playoffs,
won the Brampton, Oshawa

and Durham West Tournaments
while receiving silvers at the
Whitby and Clarington tourna-
ments and capped off the
dream season with a bronze at
Provincials.

No other Novice team in the
province won as much as this
group of girls.

Recently, the team won the
prestigious Brampton
Tournament defeating the
Whitby Wolves 4-3 in a semi-
final shootout and then won
gold by beating their arch rivals,
the Oakville Hornets 1-0 in over-
time.

"The girls showed an amaz-

ing amount of poise in the semi-
final, erasing a three-goal deficit
in the 3rd period to win the
game,” said head coach Jim
Thompson. “They carried their
late surge of energy into the
championship game and gave
what I thought was their best
performance this season."

The team went 4-2 at the
Provincials last weekend to fin-
ish the season.

Emma Bellerby scored the
lone goal in the bronze medal
game as the Panthers defeated
the Clarington Flames 1-0.

Natalie Thompson collected
her league leading 15th shutout

of the year reducing her goals
against average to a remarkable
1.24 for the season.

Lauren Ianni led the team
this year in scoring with 66 goals
and 89 points.

The team consists of for-
wards Neve Webster, Florence
Awde, Natalie Pantaleo,
Vanessa Carriere, Rebekah
Feld, Lauren Daniels, Cassidy
Phillips, Bellerby and Ianni.

Nicole Stolys, Meaghan
Phillips, Emily Gianias and
Grace Gallien led the defense.

The girls will spend their next
week vying for spots for next
year's Panther teams.

Twelve of the 14 girls move
up to Atom while the Phillips

twins have one more year of
Novice.
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AURORA MINOR 
HOCKEY ASSOCIATION

uhT90-rpA-03 A A ecivoNMP 03:7MP 00:6WCR A 1002
taS90-yaM-2 A  ecivoNMP 03:1MP 00:21ECR A 1002
nuS90-yaM-3 A  ecivoNMA 00:01MA 03:8ECR A 1002
euT90-yaM-5 A  ecivoNMP 03:7MP 00:6ECR A 1002
irF90-yaM-8 A EA ecivoNMP 03:7MP 00:6WCR 1002
taS90-yaM-9 A EA ecivoNMP 03:4MP 00:3WCR 1002
euT90-yaM-21 A EA ecivoNMP 00:8MP 03:6WCR 1002

taS90-yaM-2 A MP 00:3MP 03:1ECR A mot A 9991
nuS90-yaM-3 A MA 03:11MA 00:01ECR A mot A 9991
euT90-yaM-5 A MP 00:8MP 03:6WCR A mot A 9991
irF90-yaM-8 A MP 00:9MP 03:7ECR A EA mot 9991
taS90-yaM-9 A MP 00:2MP 03:21ECR A EA mot 9991
noM90-yaM-11 A MP 00:8MP 03:6WCR A EA mot 9991

irF90-yaM-1 A A motA MMP 03:7MP 00:6ECR A 0002
taS90-yaM-2 A  motA MMP 54:2MP 51:1WCR A 0002
noM90-yaM-4 A  motA MMP 03:7MP 00:6ECR A 0002
deW90-yaM-6 A  motA MMP 03:7MP 00:6ECR A 0002
uhT90-yaM-7 A EA motA MMP 03:7MP 00:6WCR 0002
taS90-yaM-9 A EA motA MMA 03:01MA 00:9WCR 0002
deW90-yaM-31 A EA motA MMP 00:9MP 03:7WCR 0002

etaD yaD A aner tratS dnE maeT aeY htriB r

irF90-yaM-8 A celeS ekyTMP 03:7MP 00:6ECR t 2002
taS90-yaM-9 A celeS ekyTMP 00:6MP 03:4WCR t 2002
uhT90-yaM-41 A celeS ekyTMP 00:8MP 03:6WCR t 2002

uhT90-rpA-03 A A eeweeP MMP 00:9MP 03:7ECR A 8991
irF90-yaM-1 A  eeweeP MMP 00:8MP 03:6WCR A 8991
taS90-yaM-2 A  eeweeP MMP 51:4MP 54:2WCR A 8991
noM90-yaM-4 A  eeweeP MMP 00:9MP 03:7ECR A 8991
uhT90-yaM-7 A EA eeweeP MMP 00:9MP 03:7WCR 8991
taS90-yaM-9 A EA eeweeP MMP 00:21MA 03:01WCR 8991
irF90-yaM-51 A EA eeweeP MMP 03:8MP 00:7ECR 8991

taS90-yaM-2 A  eeweePMP 03:4MP 00:3ECR A 7991
nuS90-yaM-3 A  eeweePMP 00:1MA 03:11ECR A 7991
euT90-yaM-5 A  eeweePMP 00:9MP 03:7ECR A 7991
irF90-yaM-8 A EA eeweePMP 00:9MP 03:7WCR 7991
taS90-yaM-9 A EA eeweePMP 03:3MP 00:2ECR 7991
uhT90-yaM-41 A EA eeweePMP 03:9MP 00:8WCR 7991

taS90-yaM-2 A  matnaB MMP 54:5MP 51:4WCR A 6991
noM90-yaM-4 A  matnaB MMP 00:8MP 03:6WCR A 6991
deW90-yaM-6 A  matnaB MMP 00:9MP 03:7ECR A 6991
uhT90-yaM-7 A EA matnaB MMP 00:9MP 03:7ECR 6991
taS90-yaM-9 A EA matnaB MMP 03:1MP 00:21WCR 6991
euT90-yaM-21 A EA matnaB MMP 03:9MP 00:8WCR 6991

uhT90-rpA-03 A A matnaBMP 00:9MP 03:7WCR A 5991
irF90-yaM-1 A  matnaBMP 03:9MP 00:8WCR A 5991
taS90-yaM-2 A  matnaBMP 00:6MP 03:4ECR A 5991
nuS90-yaM-3 A  matnaBMP 03:2MP 00:1ECR A 5991
irF90-yaM-8 A EA matnaBMP 03:01MP 00:9ECR 5991
taS90-yaM-9 A EA matnaBMP 00:3MP 03:1WCR 5991
irF90-yaM-51 A EA matnaBMP 00:01MP 03:8ECR 5991

irF90-yaM-1 A A tegdiM MMP 00:9MP 03:7ECR A 4991
taS90-yaM-2 A  tegdiM MMP 03:7MP 00:6ECR A 4991
noM90-yaM-4 A  tegdiM MMP 03:9MP 00:8WCR A 4991
euT90-yaM-5 A  tegdiM MMP 03:9MP 00:8WCR A 4991
deW90-yaM-6 A EA tegdiM MMP 00:9MP 03:7WCR 4991
noM90-yaM-11 A EA tegdiM MMP 03:9MP 00:8WCR 4991
deW90-yaM-31 A EA tegdiM MMP 03:01MP 00:9WCR 4991

The AMHA is currently accepting on-line registration. To
register on-line please visit our website at www.auro-
raminorhockey.net and click on the “registration
info” tab and follow the instructions. We will also be
registering players in the AMHA hockey office locat-
ed at ACC1 during AMHA Rep tryouts.

In office dates are as follows;

Monday May 4 from 7-9 PM
Wednesday May 6 from 7-9 PM

Saturday May 2 & May 9 from 10 AM-1 PM

ALL Players MUST be registered and 
paid for with the AMHA before they 

can attend any tryouts

Visa, Mastercard, Debit, Cheques 
and Cash are accepted

R&RR&R
Revisited
95 Edward St.

905-727-3300

$19.95$19.95 plus GSTplus GST$19.95 plus GST

OnlyOnly

It was written by 
former Aurora resident 

Elizabeth Milner 
and features numerous 

stories and photos 
relating to that 20 years 

of Aurora growth.

AURORA 1945-1965

We are located at the corner 
of Edward Street and Harrison Avenue

Sarah Gillis, of the Ducks Swimming contingent
from Aurora, races to the finish line in the 200
metre  Butterfly division. She finished third.

Ducks get to finals
in Sudbury meet

Ducks Swimming mem-
bers once again showed
strength and determination
at this year's Division II
Team Champs, held in
Sudbury recently.

T h i r t y  o f  t h e
Aurora/Stouffville Ducks
embarked on the trip to
Laurentian University and
swam their hearts out,
despite the long car ride.

Many of the club's swim-
mers made it to finals,
including Sarah Gillis (100
fly, 200 fly, 200 Individual
Medley), Callum Ross (100
free, 200 free, 200
Individual Medley), and
Andree Payne (100 free,
200 free, 200 fly).

Though the younger
swimmers were not eligible
to swim finals, many placed
in the top eight, including
Sam Kaczor.

Thanks to copious
amounts of decorations
and noisemakers brought
by the swimmers, the ener-
gy level was high through-
out the duration of the
weekend.

The Ducks had a con-
stant "cheering squad"
composed of parents,
swimmers and coaches
which contributed to the
success of the team.

The highly charged
atmosphere was felt by all
at the Olympic Gold Pool
for the finals. Through great
relays and awesome indi-
vidual events, the team
managed to maintain their
placing in Division II.

Accomplishments are as
follows:

17 & over Boys: Callum
Ross: 200 Free,1st; 400
Free, 1st; 100 Free, 3rd,
200 Individual Medley, 3rd;
and 400 Individual Medley,
3rd.

11 & 12 Boys : Jake
Sacksteder 100 Fly, 6th;
Alejandro Hernandez 100
Fly, 7th, 200 Fly, 7th, 
200 Free Relay 8th
(Hernandez; Joseph DiLisi;
Luke Sacksteder; Jake
Sacksteder).

10 & Under Boys: 200
Free Relay, 6th (Dominik
Hykel; Matt Doyle; Laird
Douglas; Luke Scaksteder).

200 Medley Relay, 6th
(Dominik Hykel; Matt Doyle;
L a i r d  D o u g l a s ; L u k e
Scaksteder).

17 & over Girls: Andree
Payne, 200 Free, 4th; 800
Free, 5th; 100 Free, 5th;
200 Fly, 6th; 400 Free, 7th.

15 & 16 Girls Sarah

Gillis 200 Fly, 3rd; 100
Fly, 6th; 800 Free, 6th, 200
Individual Medley, 6th; 400
Individual Medley, 6th.

11 & 12 Girls: Victoria
Wicks, 100 Breast, 2nd;
200 Breast, 2nd.

10 & Under Girls: Sam
Kaczor, 100 Fly, 1st; 50 Fly,
2nd; 100 Free, 2nd; 200
Free, 2nd; 200 Individual
Medley, 2nd Gladys
Moraru, 100 Individual
Medley, 6th; 200 Free, 8th.
Kirsten Douglas, 50 Back,
8th; 200 Free Relay, 3rd.
(Sam Kaczor; Karina Robb;
Kirsten Douglas; Gladys
Moraru); 200 Medley 
Relay, 6th (Sam Kaczor;
Isabella Hernandez; Kirsten
Douglas; Gladys Moraru).

Board staff recommends
Wells St. School closes

The spokesman
advised only three of the
12 trustees are aware of
the issue.

“We need to make our
mark and let them know
we are a very strong
community who values
our school,” the
spokesman said.

Last year, the board
created the
Accommodation Review
Committee and charged
it with the task of explor-
ing the value of the
school to to community.

The committee, in its
final recommendation,
suggested the building
remain as a public
school.

That repor t is also
available on the York
Region Distr ict School
Board website.

The 12 trustees will be
presented with both
repor ts Apri l  30 at a
board meeting.

The meeting is open to
the public, however, in
order to speak, a person
must apply for delegation
status.

There will also be two
other trustee meetings
for which delegation sta-
tus must be sought on
July 6 and September 14.

The only meeting open
to the public where they
can speak freely is June
15 at Dr. G.W. Williams
Secondary School.

Board staff are quick
to point out that no deci-
sion has been made.

The final word will be
left up to the 12 York
Region trustees, includ-
ing Aurora-King repre-
sentative Gord Kerr.

Wells Street school
began its existence in
1892, when a building -
much of it believed to be
buried inside the existing
structure - was opened
as Aurora’s f irst high
school.

The current building,
acting as Aurora’s sec-
ond high school (even
though there was only
one), was built in 1923.

Known as the Aurora
and District High School,
it became Wells Street
Public School in 1953
when Dr. G.W. Williams
Secondary School
opened on Dunning
Avenue.

A couple of years ago,
Wells Street school was
closed because it was
determined the structure
was no longer safe
enough to act as a
school. Students who

attended Wells Street
were bussed to Aurora

Grove Public School on
Stone Road.

From page 1
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THIS AND THIS AND 
THAT CAFÉ 

THIS AND THAT

Coffee, 
Homemade

Muffins
& 

Cookies

COMFY!
You can even sit outside 

                        if you wish. 
You can even sit outside 

                        if you wish. 

We look forward to seeing you at: 15226A Yonge Street 
Behind Thomspon’s Furniture Parking in behind off Temperance St. 

               A great spot 
to sit and chat, hold a 
               A great spot 
to sit and chat, hold a  
meeting, or browse 
through our unique 
     collection of items 
         we have for sale; 
    books, antiques, all 
     kinds of nic nacks...
 as well as 

Wide Feet?
No Problem

SHOES
Est. 1970

WHERE GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT!

Our 39th

year in
Aurora

#3 - Friendly, knowledgeable staff    #2 - Great location 
#1 - IF YOU HAVE ORTHOTICS, WE HAVE THE EXPERIENCE TO FIT YOU!

WW845WBC

DON’T FORGET - EARN FREE SHOES - JOIN OUR KID’S CLUB!

TO FIT A   VARIETY OF FEET.
A                 VARIETY OF FOOTWEAR

WIDE
WIDE

When it comes to your feet, we are the fit experts.
We have the widest variety of sizes and great styles to choose from, 

so your feet always leave happy. newbalance.com

14800 Yonge Street, Aurora Shopping Centre (905) 727-9391

BOTH AVAILABLE FOR MEN & WOMEN

TOP 3 REASONS TO SHOP AT OMARS

www.omarsshoes.ca

Designed with Rollbar® technology and a breathable 
stretch upper to be the ideal walking shoe when you 

and RUNNING are slowing things down.

The annual Bob Hartwell challenge went off without a hitch Sunday morning
in spite of chilly weather conditions. Hundreds of people participated, includ-
ing this group, caught leaving the starting gate at the Aurora Community
Centre. Auroran photo by David Falconer

MX622WN

A versatile trainer with superior 
shock absorption!

Centennial party was tops
Aurora is well known for its

many special events, such as
the Canada Day celebrations,
the street festival, Santa Claus
Parade under the Stars, and so
many others.

But one community event
that will be hard to beat was the
celebration arranged for
Canada’s Centennial in 1967.

A town committee had
planned the celebrations for
months as an once-in-a-lifetime
experience.

The rain that dominated the
weather for three of the four
days of celebrations failed to
dampen the spirit of the people
as they partied in the rain,

It all started in April, 1965,
when Doug Richardson, chair-
man of Aurora's Centennial
Committee reported to council
that members recommended
that parks development be the
theme of the celebrations,
despite a fire which had
destroyed the Yonge Street
arena, three months earlier.

A budget of $26,292 was
approved for a major park to be
developed and later the com-
mittee purchased 34 trees to be
planted.

The celebration part of the
event was headed by Don
Glass and in June 1966 the
Centennial Committee with
representatives from various
community groups met to plan
the event.

A committee of town council
was appointed to plan a special
inaugural meeting of new coun-
cil in January 1967 in keeping
with the Centennial theme.

The inaugural meeting
launched the Centennial
events.

Instead of the more tradi-
tional inaugural in the council
chambers, the swearing-in was
conducted in the auditorium of
the Dr. G.W. Williams
Secondary School with Colonel
O.S. Hollinrake, County
Magistrate, administering the
oath of office.

A highlight of the ceremony
was a presentation by mem-
bers of the Aurora Drama
Workshop, now Theatre
Aurora, of an 1867 Aurora
council meeting in period dress

and using material from the
minutes of council of that date.

Canadian Forces
Headquarters announced that
the Red Knight, the RCAF's
acrobatic jet, would take part in
the Centennial celebrations.

The jet had previously
appeared in Aurora in 1963
when the town celebrated its
Centennial.

Prime Minister Lester
Pearson agreed to be Aurora's
guest during the celebrations.
He was the town's most
famous old boy as he attended
the Church Street School as a
child as his father was the min-
ister at the Aurora Methodist,
now United Church.

Illtyd Harris, organist at the
church, delivered the invitation
to the Prime Minister at coun-
cil's request. He arranged an
evening of Canadian music at
the church, but the Prime
Minister had to cancel.

The celebration was held
during the weekend of June
15, 1967 and at the Centennial
Ball held in the newly opened
Community Centre, Pam
Snelgrove was selected as
Princess.

Friday was a day filled with
special children's programs
arranged through the school
boards with a big Cen-Teen
Dance in the evening featuring
three bands and five hours of
dancing followed by a fireworks
display.

Following a teen dance in
the Town Park, the Aurora

Lions Club provided the fire-
works display under overcast
skies and there was pride and
enthusiasm as the teens joined
together to sing "The Maple
Leaf Forever" and "O Canada".

Saturday was a busy day
as the Aurora Junior Chamber
of Commerce re-enacted the
historic 1837 Lloydtown March
on Toronto during the Rebellion
of Upper Canada.

The Jaycees, dressed as
York County farmers with rakes
and pitchforks, marched down
Yonge Street in Aurora but
were met at the south end of
town by the armed soldiers of
the Queen's York Rangers who
drove the rebels back.

There was the biggest
parade in Aurora history at that
time with six bands, 45 floats
and 2,000 marchers,

In the evening, the Aurora
Rotary Club presented
"Hoedown '67" a 90-minute
variety show featuring Joey
Hollingsworth, the Skyliners,
the Hansen Sisters and Norma
and her Pets, 

Sunday ended the official
celebrations with a Royal
Canadian Legion Drumhead
Service at the Cenotaph and a
choir of 200 children at the
Community Centre.

But the Centennial celebra-
tions weren't quite over as they
finished in a blaze of glory on
January 6, 1968, at the Town
Park, when a huge bonfire
from a mountain of Christmas
trees lit the sky over Aurora.
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affo

• Breakfast 
• Lunch  
• High Tea 

Private Evening Functions 24 Seating 
Artisan Breads for Sale

Mon-Sat 
9am - 6pm

42 Temperance St. Aurora

905.727.7149

Theatre presents a play to die for
They say it's not so

much the destination, but
how you get there that mat-
ters.

This logic applies to the
current Theatre Aurora pro-
duction of Murder in Green
Meadows.

And it's a terrific journey.
Thomas Devereaux,

played by Sal Aguila, is a
successful architect and
local contractor.

He and his wife Joan,
played by Nadia Tenorio,
have just moved into their
dream house in the quiet
suburban town of Green
Meadows (which sounds a
lot like Aurora).

They quickly establish a
friendship with their new
neighbours, Carolyn and
Jeff Symons (Kirsty
Campbell and Mark Rival).

But not all is as it seems,
and beneath the cool, mid-
dle-American exterior,
something is truly rotten.

The script by Douglas
Post starts slowly, as it
establishes both the char-
acters and their relation-
ships.

But by the time the story
gets to the first "oh my
God" moment (to quote
several members of the
audience), you don't know
what's going to happen

next and can only hang on
and enjoy the ride.

Of course, even a great
script is only as good as the
performances, and with this
production, Theatre
Aurora's bar has been
raised a little higher.

All four leads have
extensive acting experi-
ence, which showed in their
portrayal of these complex
and layered characters.

There were no individual
standout performances, as
each actor seemed perfect-
ly cast for his or her part.

With all of the action tak-
ing place in the Devereaux
home, there is only one set.

This has been well-
designed, and the layout
supports the action taking
place in each of the
scenes. The use of one set
also helps maintain the
play's momentum, as
scene changes are relative-
ly quick.

While director Kim
Harrington has extensive
theatrical experience in
Toronto, this is her first play
at Theatre Aurora.

Based on the audience's
reaction to the opening
night performance, hopeful-
ly, it will not be her last.

The show is co-pro-
duced by first time producer

Mary MacDonald Rival, and
by Jo-anne Spitzer, who
has been acting and pro-
ducing with the theatre for
four decades.

Note that there are gun-
shots heard during the per-
formance.

Based on the play's title,
this is not surprising. But
what is surprising is that
these come when ...

Well, on second thought,

why don't you find out for
yourself.

Evening performances
of Murder in Green
Meadows continue at
Theatre Aurora, 150
Henderson Drive, April 30,
and May 1, 2, 6, 7, 8 and 9,
with a matinee performance
on May 3.

Tickets for all shows are
available at the box office,
905-727-3669.

Retiring director walks
trail from end to end

Sunday, Oak Ridges Trail
Association’s (ORTA)
Executive Director, Harold
Sellers, continued in Day 3 of
his nine-day, 213.5 kilometre
End to End walk of the trail.

Sellers is taking on the
End to End as a farewell, as
he will leave ORTA to move
to British Columbia with his
wife in August.

Along with 10 other hik-
ers, Sellers rejoined the trail
from Aurora’s Town Park to
head eastbound and finish at
the Eldred King Woodlands.

Sunday’s 21 kilometre
route, exclusively on the Oak
Ridges Trail, covered the
remainder of the Aurora sec-
tion and broke over into the
Whitchurch-Stouffville sec-
tion.

T h e  s e c t i o n  t a k e s  
i n  S h e p p a r d ’ s  B u s h
Conservation Area and
Vandorf Woodlot and a 10 km
green chain in the York
Regional Forest system; the
Robinson, Clarke, Patterson
and Hall Tracts.

Sunday finished with
Sellers and the hikers mak-
ing their way into the Eldred
King Woodlands, whose
trails are shared with local
equestrians.

Sellers continued the hike
Monday to start Day 4 of the
End to End heading through
Whitchurch-Stouffville into
Uxbridge.

The day began under
rainy conditions and temper-
atures that were 20 degrees
cooler than the previous day.

Click on www.oakridges-
trail.org, to check the hiking
schedule and plan to join
Harold for a kilometre or two.

Everyone is welcome to
join for any segment of the
walk.

Pledges may be made by
kilometre or in any amount,
and will be added to the
funds the Oak Ridges Trail
Association raises through
the Moraine for Life
Adventure Relay in June to
support the ongoing building,
securement and promotion of
the Oak Ridges Trail.

The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is a volunteer,
community-based organiza-
tion that builds, maintains
and leads a year-round guid-

ed hiking program on the
Oak Ridges Trail, a 300 kilo-
metre public hiking route
across the Oak Ridges
Moraine from Palgrave in
the west to Rice Lake in the
east.

ORTA’s goal is to secure
an optimum corridor of nat-
ural surface trails across
the length and breadth of
the Oak Ridges Moraine.

Ten chapters and more
than 700 members repre-
senting communities across
the Moraine actively keep
the trail and the hiking pro-
gram up to date and
encourage the public to
experience all the Oak
Ridges Trail and the Oak
Ridges Moraine have to
offer.

The Oak Ridges Moraine
is a ridge of land that runs
parallel to and about 60
kilometres north of Lake
Ontario.

It extends about 160
kilometres from the Niagara
Escarpment in the west to
the Trent River in the east.

Beneath its rolling hills,
clear lakes, and green river
valleys, are hundreds of
meters of glacially deposit-
ed sand and gravel: an ideal
filter for the water that
quenches the giant thirst of
Canada's most populous
area.

The Moraine forms the
watershed divide between
Lake Ontario and Lake
Simcoe and is the headwa-
ters to more than 30 rivers.
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           11in Group Benefits For Firms
with 1–50 People1–50

CANADA’S 
LEADING 

PLAN

Please call 905-750-0032
Johnson Financial Group 

Rod Johnson; ext. 223, Ian Johnson; ext. 222

YORK SPRING & RADIATOR

ON SALE NOW!

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

We Sell Them!
We Install Them!

TRAILER 
HITCHES...

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora L4G 6W8 
Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037

Directors:
Brent Forrester - Laura Windover - Lorraine Lewis - Amy Bauer

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

®

better 
water
pure 
and 
simple™

SIX PACK OF
SAVINGS

Rent a Softener for 
$1.00 per month 

for 6 months & receive 
6 Free Bags of Salt!

Not valid with other offers. Installation not included. Offers and participation may vary. O.A.C.

✁

✁

Ron Butler 

Cell: 416-818-5075

David Tomlinson, centre, indicates an interesting
Crocus to his gardening students.

Merlin’s Hollow
gardener teaches
students the art

By MALCOLM WATT

"Gardening is the art of
minimum effort and maxi-
mum return," David
Tomlinson told an inter-
ested group of gardeners
huddled around him.

David, Aurora's resi-
dent gardener extraordi-
naire, and his wife Diedre,
have been developing
their garden paradise of
Merlin's Hollow since
1981.

It now boasts more
than 1,500 varieties of
plants in a rambling set-
ting, complete with frog
song, water feature and
sculptures.

He offers this garden-
ing program each year.

" I've never watered
this garden in five years,"
David said in response to
a student question. He
explained that he accom-
plishes this by maintain-
ing a natural two-inch
mulch on top of the soil.

This preserves the
underlying moisture, he
said, and keeps down
weeds among the pletho-
ra of Merlin Hollow plants
that begin blooming as
soon as the snow melts,
and continue until the
freeze-up in November.

He added that he relies
on nature's gardeners,
the earthworms, to culti-
vate and aerate the gar-
den naturally and with lit-
tle effort on his part.

David shared his accu-
mulated wisdom regard-
ing perennial plant selec-
tion, and propogation tips
for both the neophyte and
the experienced garden-
ing enthusiast.

The course, which
began recently for this
year, is spread out over
the gardening season to
teach necessary skills
associated with each spe-
cific time of the year, and
to showcase plants that
flower at different times.

There are still spaces
in the class if you are
interested in joining.

The first public open
house in Merlin's Hollow,
located at 181 Centre
Crescent, just west of
Industrial Parkway, will be
held Saturday, May 9th
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Three other Saturdays
have also been declared
free by the Tomlinsons.

They are June 13, July
4 and July 12.

Contact Diedre regard-
ing either event at 
905-727-8979.

Cost of Graffiti Day
unknown to committee

The issue of graffiti is bound
to raise controversy in the com-
munity, but not necessarily at
Aurora’s General Committee
meeting.

But it did last week when
Sergeant Mark Altermann of
York Regional Police appeared
to enlist the town's support for
the 2nd annual Graffiti Clean-up
Day in Aurora scheduled for
May 29.

Sponsored by York Regional
Police in partnership with the
Town of Aurora, last year's event
held in September was big suc-
cess, with 60 volunteers and
100 students working with the
police, town staff, and a local
graffiti removal company.

By the end of the day 1,500
graffiti tags had been removed
from 30 locations across town.

Sgt. Altermann noted that
based on the popularity of last
year's effort, the police were
already receiving calls from vol-
unteers wanting to participate,
some from as far away as
Brampton. Police are hoping to
build on this momentum, and
maintain Aurora's strong leader-
ship role in the region in dealing
with graffiti, by holding these
events twice a year, in both the
spring and fall.

Committee members were
reminded that the town's Parks
Department removes graffiti on
an ongoing basis from public
property.

The focus of clean-up days

is therefore on private property.
In asking that the town help

support and promote the com-
munity event, Sgt. Altermann
suggested the Parks
Department may wish to join in
by doing some of its own clean-
up efforts on May 29 in conjunc-
tion with the volunteers.

He concluded by confirming
that the police treat graffiti as a
serious crime, and residents are
encouraged to report it.

From there, the discussion
on the proposed event moved
into the areas of internal com-
munication and expenditures.

While supportive of the con-
cept, several councillors ques-
tioned the cost of the town's par-
ticipation in this project.

It was noted that all requests
for similar events that would
include any expense to the
town, including staff time and
waived fees, were rigorously
scrutinized before being
approved by council.

None of the members could
remember seeing or approving
anything on this year's Graffiti
Clean-up Day.

Staff apologized and noted
the lack of forewarning was due
to an internal communication
problem that has since been
corrected.

But that wasn't enough for
committee members, who
asked staff to report back on the
expected cost to the town of this
event.

Despite this inadvertent
internal communications lapse,
this year's Graffiti Clean-up Day
is moving ahead as planned,
and residents are encouraged
to participate on May 29
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.

While the Town Park was
used as a base last year, this
year volunteers will meet at 9
a.m. at the Aurora Optimists
trailer in Fleury Park, behind the

Aurora Community Centre.
All supplies will be provided,

and local businesses are spon-
soring a free barbecue lunch at
12.30 that day to thank the vol-
unteers for their time and efforts.

For more information, or if
you would like to sign up as a
volunteer, contact York Regional
Police Constable Shayne
Mulligan at 1-866-876-5423,
ext. 7120.

Aurora cadets
capture gold

Members of the 2799
Royal Canadian Army Cadet
Corps of Aurora cleaned
house recently capturing top
honours when they won a
gold medal at a regional
cadet marksmanship com-
petition last week.

More than 100 sea, army
and air cadet marksmanship
champions from across
Ontario converged on
Trenton to attend the event
for Central Region (Ontario).

Made up of members
Catherine Hennessey,
Brenda Dickenson, Ronald
Copeland, Catherine Moogk
and Brennan Berube, the
Aurora team captured the
gold medal.

In individual competition,
Copeland captured gold in

both the 12-18 Open catego-
ry and the 12-14 Junior com-
petition.

Hennessey won a bronze
medal in the junior division.

The cadets qualified for
this meet, both individually
and as teams, based on their
performance in zone compe-
titions earlier in the year.

The competition rein-
forces the cadets’ training in
marksmanship and firearms
safety, emphasizing the
sporting aspects of Olympic-
style target shooting.

Winners of the competi-
tion form the Central Region
team which will represent
Ontario in the National
C a d e t  M a r k s m a n s h i p
C h a m p i o n s h i p  i n
Charlottetown next month.
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Senior Scape

More than three years
has passed since the ASA
occupied the new seniors’
centre and began to share
direction with Aurora Town
Council, and the partner-
ship continues successful-
ly.

Our senior community
life, and the manner in
which events are generat-
ed and evolve, are shaped
by capable members of the
ASA together with skilled
members of the municipali-
ty.

It is not surprising to see
programs and activities in
the seniors’ centre, sched-
uled in advance by time
and space, together with
necessary furnishings and
equipment, functioning
week after week in a
diverse but well orchestrat-
ed community centre for
seniors.

Among the many popu-
lar activities is Pickle Ball,
which is played every
Tuesday at 1 p.m., with a
solid group.

Pickle Ball, which is rel-
atively new, is played
indoors and is similar to
lawn tennis. The exercise is
excellent without being too
demanding and well within
the capacities of healthy
seniors.

It is not only good for the
physical well being, but is
also excellent for the think-
ing mind and provides a
boost for healthy emotions.

Carpet bowling is anoth-
er indoor sport which has
its steady complement of
adherents and has the
added excitement of occa-
sional tournaments, which
always raise the competi-
tive spirits.

Often, it matters little
which game is played for
eagerness and competitive
spirits to emerge, so long
as it is suitable to the play-
er.

Card games continue to
attract people in the sen-
iors’ centre.

At the centre, the card
games that command
attention and continue to

draw the players are Bid
Euchre, Duplicate Bridge,
Bridge, and Canasta.

Many of the players
have continued their inter-
est for many years and
they can be described as
devotees or even ardent
enthusiasts.

New players, experi-
enced or not, are always
welcomed, and information
on when each of the games
are played may be
obtained from the front
counter.

The ASA computer club
has a group of members
who are computer enthusi-
asts that form an involved
company of members who
are fascinated by the tech-
nological power of the com-
puter and attracted to
branches of expertise and
knowledge to which the
computer and the Internet
provide ample access.

The computer club
offers a variety of lessons
including the most basic
knowledge for complete
beginners to lessons which
include word processing, e-
mailing, graphics, and digi-
tal photography.

One on one lessons are
available by request, pro-
viding the required teach-
ing expertise is available.
For the senior computer
novice, this is as fine an
opportunity to access the
world of computers as is
available anywhere and
which enables the start in
computing that many had
considered beyond their
reach.

Hundreds of senior men
and women have passed
through this computer
training process and
emerged skilled enough
with computer training, to
progress further independ-
ently and competently.

Computer lessons close
during the summer months,
and start again in
September.

There is a moderate
cost involved and the les-
sons are offered to classes
generally with a maximum

Pickle Ball, Carpet Bowling
continue as popular sports

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Specializing in...
• Asphalt Paving • Interlocking 

• Concrete • Driveways • Parking Lots 
• Walkways & Curbs

• Excavation • Grading 
COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL INDUSTRIAL 

Call Charlie at 416-410-5026

Gas & Oil Heating Equipment
Humidifiers and Air Conditioners

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Took Driver Training 
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages 
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st 

(two weekends).
In Aurora starts May 2 - Sat. & Sun.

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome

© 2007, Mortgage Intelligence Inc., all rights reserved. ® Registered trademark of Mortgage Intelligence Inc. 

For All Your Mortgage Needs
• Residential and Commercial Made Easy • Debt consolidation and Business for Self

Ed Schlotter, Mortgage Consultant 
Serving Aurora
905.727.0112
www.mortgageintelligence.ca/edschlotter

FSCO # M 08001523

905.727.0776

of six students on a first to
sign up basis.

The computer club is
well-equipped with modern
desktop computers and is
upgrading two of the com-
puters to the Vista operat-
ing system.

Age takes a toll on the
pace at which seniors can
absorb information, so
competent volunteer mem-
ber teachers keep the pace
of instruction to a steady
informative level, aided by
a projection screen, to suit
the majority of seniors.

In practice, seniors tend
to be entirely realistic by
studying what they will
enjoy or employ profitably,
and by combining their new
knowledge with their every-

day lives.
With the basic computer

knowledge acquired, many
continue to add knowledge
and expertise to enable a
purposeful pursuit of
leisure activities.

The quantity and variety
of information available
through a computer via the
internet or from a pur-
chased compact disc, is
comparable to the informa-
tion available in a modern
library and often wider
based and more up to date
than a library can maintain.

Because of the vast
quantity of information
available, shrewd and dis-
cerning selection of infor-
mation provides the best
results.

No one was more surprised than Aurora’s Jim
Allen when he walked into the Aurora Legion last
week and was greeted by dozens of friends and co-
workers on hand to help him celebrate his 50th
birthday. His wife, Toby, was also honoured. Jim is
with the Central York Fire Services

Auroran photo by Ron Wallace

Lions honour
new members

For nearly 100 years, the
men and women of Lions clubs
International have never hesitat-
ed to get involved.

Last Thursday, the Aurora
Lions Club members celebrated
the future of community service
as they honoured new members
during Lions Worldwide
Induction Day.

According to President Fred
Bullen, Lions Worldwide
Induction Day was significant
For several reasons.

"As we welcome our newest
members, we feel it is appropri-
ate to share the pride of what
being a Lion means and under-
score the importance of getting
involved, helping our neighbours
in need and building a closer
community," he said.

In celebrating Lions
Worldwide Induction day, Aurora
Lions Club has made a commit-
ment to support the community
and the less fortunate in it.

Proceeds from Maple Fest
and Bingo events have gone

towards donations to high school
bursaries, eye glasses, summer
camp fees, Southlake Regional
Health Centre, Aurora Leisure
Complex, Community Safety
Village, and Christmas hampers.

“We also participate, at no
cost to them, at local school bar-
beques to help them raise funds.

“For 26 years we have con-
ducted bar and food conces-
sions at Polo For Heart to raise
funds for The Heart and Stroke
Foundation,” he said. “We pur-
chased eight picnic tables to be
used by visitors to Sheppard's
Bush, and have donated toys
and clothing to native communi-
ties in Northern Ontario.”

The Aurora Lions Club
meets on the 2nd and 4th
Thursdays of the month at 7 p.m.
at The Lions Hall, 33 Mosley
Street.

For more information or to
get involved with The Aurora
Lions Club, contact Fred Bullen
at 905-727-6079 or
pfbullen@sympatico.ca.

Plan being developed
for Sheppard’s Bush

After several months of
public consultation and
planning, the Lake Simcoe
Region Conservation
Authority and its partners
have developed a draft
management plan for
Aurora’s Sheppard’s Bush
Conservation Area.

“Sheppard’s Bush is a
vital recreational and envi-
ronmental feature in
Aurora and the Steering
Committee is excited to
work with the community to
finalize the management
plan that will ensure
Sheppard’s Bush contin-
ues to be a thriving exam-
ple of Aurora’s natural and
cultural heritage,” said
Evelina MacEachern,
Chair of the Sheppard’s
B u s h  C o n s e r v a t i o n
Area Management Plan
Steering Committee and
member of Aurora Council.

S h e p p a r d ’ s  B u s h
C o n s e r v a t i o n  A r e a ,
acquired by the Ontario
Heritage Trust in 1971 and
m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  
L a k e  S i m c o e  R e g i o n

Conservation Authority and
the Town of Aurora, has
provided Aurora residents
with a range of recreation-
al and educational oppor-
tunities over the years,
including hiking, nature
appreciation, maple syrup
demonstrations, summer
youth camps and a host of
other public events.

Over the past year, a
steering committee made
up of representatives of
the Conservation Authority,
the Ontario Heritage Trust,
the Town of Aurora,
Windfall Ecology Centre,
Save the Oak Ridges
Moraine and the Aurora
Lions Club have 
been reviewing public input
and identifying options for
i m p r o v i n g  s e r v i c e
a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  t h e
Conservation Area.

Residents are invited to
join the Sheppard’s Bush
C o n s e r v a t i o n  A r e a
M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n
Steering Committee to pro-
vide input on the draft plan,
prior to finalizing it.



BUSINESS SERVICES

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

CLEAN WITH CARE experi-
enced, efficient, thorough
home cleaning with an added
personal touch 905-727-
2353.

CARPET - I have sev-
eral thousand yards of
new Stainmaster 
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet
your living room & hall
for $389. Price includes
carpet, pad and instal-
lation (30 square
yards). Steve 905-898-
0127.

BUSINESS SERVICES�

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week. (*This section only)  Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or go to  www.auroran.com 

• beginners to advanced
• ongoing classes 

• drawing & painting techniques 
• help students prepare portfolios for college and art school 

• no artistic experience necessary 
905-726-8883

Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 
Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV. 

mi.design@sympatico.ca 

 LEARN HOW TO DRAW & PAINT... 
 just like the Masters 

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

Classes and dances take place at the Royal Canadian Legion in Aurora
105 Industrial Parkway North

(Please park around back and enter through that door)

Friday May 29  
DANCE PARTY

Only $15

Includes: FREE Cha Cha Lesson

Site: www.SteveMillerDance.ca 
Call Steve Miller at 416-587-4125
Email: Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca  

Garage 
Sale Map 

locators are
FREE to Aurora
Residents Only

� FOR SALE

Not everyone
needs your

services 
all the time, 

but,
...if you want to
be there when

they do, 
advertise in 

THE AURORAN
Classifieds

905-727-7128 

� SWIM CLASSES � PILATES CLASSES � DANCE CLASSES

Go to
WWW.THEAURORAN.COM

and enter your business 
name and contact information 

for a FREE LISTING 
in our MARKETPLACE.

SPRING
SERVICES

CLASSES • SEMINARS •  WORKSHOPS • COURSES

SWIM GYM INC.
Owned & operated by Yvonne Cattrall,

current Masters World Record holder, 44
years’ teaching & coaching experience.

Learn to swim, year round lessons.

BOOKING SUMMER 2009 NOW!
AURORA SELKIES SWIM CLUB

for children & youth  
AURORA SELKIES MASTERS SWIM CLUB

for adults over 18 
ADULT FIT SWIM 

EXCELLENT PUBLISHED RATES FOR ALL PROGRAMMES

www.swimgym.ca

� FOR RENT � LAWN CARE � HELP WANTED

� BUSINESS SERVICES

� CLEANING

RENOVATIONS

OFFICE FOR RENT,
Yonge and Mosley area.
For more information, call
Telly at 905-717-4073.

BEAUTIFUL CONDO
FOR RENT. Ft. Myers
B e a c h . w w w .
C a p t a i n s B a y. c o m
Florida. 416-720-1755.

Advertise 
in 

THE AURORAN

Classifieds
905-727-7128

One of North America’s 
largest financial 

services companies 
is expanding in this area.

If you desire a dynamic career with 
excellent income potential, 

call Ruth Greaves at 

1-888-240-4767

Specializing in Stonework, Brick, Fireplaces & Glass Block 
30 years experience 

905-955-1726, 905-898-6782 

Brick • Block • Stone 
TAYLOR MASONRY 

Quality Workmanship by an 
Experienced Tradesman

www.taylormasonry.ca

P R O  P A I N T I N G
Int./Ext fast, clean, pro-
fessional & affordable,
last minute no problem!
9 0 5 - 8 9 8 - 3 4 4 5 .
selectpropainting.com.

We Care Tutorial Services Inc. 

For information call:
1-877-WCTS-INC (928-7462)

Tutoring 
in the comfort of your own home 

since 1977

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION

905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811 
e-mail: limousines@sympatico.ca

(AURORA BASED)

Hire either a Lincoln or a Hybrid 

“Green Limousine” 
for your next airport or downtown transportation.

From only $69.00! 
Call Alan @ York Region Limousines

Carpentry • •
• •

•

  Decks & Fences Professional Painting
Plastering   Ceramics   Flooring, Window &

Door Installations   Drywall & more...

HARRIS HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Professional Home Repairs & Renovations

(905) 716-2214

Call For An Estimate

harrishomeimprovements@ hotmail.com

H

AR
RIS HOME

IMPROVEMENTS

Fully Insured 
Plumbing  & 24 hr. Emergency  Repairs

30PLUS NIGHT  
York Region’s premier 30 + party!

 
     

1st Sat Every Month – 
All new location!

7-9 PM - Finger Foods – 

 tp.entertainment@hotmail.com
for VIP guest list discount

Saturday May 2
All Welcome to Stay - $7

Top Notch Entertainment–$12
9 PM Singles Dance –

At The White Rabbit Upstairs
185 Main St. S. Newmarket
At The White Rabbit Upstairs
185 Main St. S. Newmarket
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TheAuroran.com is all about visibility. We are now on step one of our new website:
it is so cutting-edge, so innovative we will just keep surprising you!

We want you to be a part of it. We want to include your business in our MARKETPLACE–go to www.theauroran.com and claim your FREE space today.

Granular Fertilizer 
Weed Management 

Overseeding 
Grub Management 

“Repairs to all makes and models” 

Gordon Davidson

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only). 

Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  
The deadline for all classified advertising copy and Garage/lawn sales is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 76,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

HOME DOCTOR 
• Complete renovation 
• Basement 
• Installing Water 
  Filtration 
• Plumbing 
• Electrical

Tel: 416-738-5174   •   416-824-8823

Servicing 
all of 

York Region

(Byron) C-647-8295931

THE RELIABLE 
PAINTER 
Professional • Affordable 
• Fast • FREE Estimates  
Satisfaction Guaranteed

905-841-3450  
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING COMPANY 

CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for mature individuals to join our 
friendly team. FT/PT, Competitive wages, 

Drivers needed, kms paid. 
Car not necessary for p/t cleaner position.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

PSYCHIC READER
Tarot Cards • Palm 

I have been doing spiritual work 
for the past 30 years. I will help you

with all problems to regain your 

HAPPINESS 
For an appointment call 

905-235-2760

LIQUIDATION HOUSE
SALE. Brand new
French Provincial
Furniture. Contact
Salwa for details. 416-
993-6717 or 905-727-
6733.

H2O TURBO VACUUM
from Thane as seen on
TV - new, still in box,
never opened $150.905-
751-6013.

MOTHER OF 9-MNTH
OLD twin boys looking
for female part-time
helper for approx 15-20
hrs per week. Must be
reliable, experienced,
love dealing with kids
and be flexible on
days/hours per week.
Serious inquiries only.
Call 416-909-9017
between 11AM and
4PM. References and
police background
checks apply.

NEED SOME HELP?
Spring cleanups, grass
cutting, deck repair,
junk removal, landscap-
ing, tree trimming, eave-
strough cleaning and
painting. Free esti-
mates. Roy 289-231-
3157

3 bedroom, main floor
of a semi bungalow 
in Aurora on a quiet

child safe court. 
Walk to shopping and

transit. Laundry, 
parking for 2 cars.

$990.00 
plus utilities per month.

3 BEDROOM 
MAIN FLOOR 

Call 416-985-9164

YORK ELECTRICAL
SERVICES.ESA/ECRA
#7006144. New con-
struction, renovations,
service & panel
upgrades. Licensed &
insured. Craig McLeod
905-841-8055

Kingsway ArmsKingsway Arms
atAurora Retirement Centre
Supportive Retirement Living
atAurora Retirement Centre

MARKETPLACE 
EXTRAVAGANZA
JUNE 6TH FROM 9AM - 1PM

Aurora Retirement Centre, 145 Murray Drive 
Fundraising Event 

50% proceeds to Sick Kids

BBQ, Vendors, Yard Sale 
Live Entertainment 

draw for BBQ, Face Painting & More

DRAWING CLASS 
& Summer Camp
www.yhartstudio.com
schedule.html Call
905-713-3650

� ART CLASSES

� ART CLASSES

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD WEST ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD EAST

ORCHARD HEIGHTS BLVD.

WELLINGTON STREET WEST

HENDERSON DR.
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MAY 2, 2009 
1) 186 Murray Dr. 8am - noon    2) STREET SALE–Dawson Cresc. 8am - 1pm
3) 65 Metcalfe St. 7am             4) Petch Cresc. STREET SALE  8 - NOON

Sean Herbinson
ReMax Realty 
905-727-1941

GARAGE SALE MAP
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BEGINNER/INTERMEDI
ATE PILATES CLASS-
ES, mornings and
evenings in private
Aurora home with
Certified Instructor start-
ing week of May 7th. Call
905-717-3759 or e-mail
yvonnehavery@hot-
mail.com
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plant09.html.
* * * *

Aurora Art Show at the Aurora Town Hall today and tomor-
row. Today, the show is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and tomor-
row, it’s open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

MAY 7-8-9
Theatre Williams at Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School

presents "Once Upon a Mattress", a musical comedy about the
"real" story of the Princess and the Pea. Perrformances May 7
and 8 at 7 p.m. and May 9 at 1 p.m. at the school. Tickets are
$10 in advance, $15 at the door.

MAY 7 TO 9
Pine Tree Potters' Guild Spring Pottery Sale at St. Andrew's

Valley Golf Club, 368 St. John's Sideroad East. All proceeds
from the charity table go to CHATS (Community Home
Assistance to Seniors). For further information, call 905-727-
1278 or click on www.pinetreepotters.ca.

SATURDAY, MAY 9
“Words and Music” is a concert to benefit the Aurora Writers

Group. It will be held at Trinity Anglican Church in Aurora begin-
ing at 7.30 p.m. Live music will include selections from broad-
way shows,  60's folk music, and light classics. Readings from
Aurora Storyalis will be interspersed with the music.

* * * *
The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society holds a plant sale

at the Aurora Public Library, 15145 Yonge Street, from 9 a.m. to
noon.

* * * *
Aurora Lawn Bowling Club, Club House and Grounds

cleanup at 10 a.m. at McMahan Park, Maple and Fleury Streets.
* * * *

International Migratory Bird Day. Bird Walk takes place
today at 8.30 a.m. Meet at the Gazebo between the Leisure
Complex and the Soccer Bubble. For further information, click
on www.auroraarboretum.ca/birdw09.html.

SUNDAY, MAY 10
The Aurora Historical Society hosts a luncheon in the

Ballroom of Hillary House in honour of Mother’s Day. Guests can
enjoy a three-course meal in historic Hillary House. Two seating
times are available: Noon and 1.30 p.m. Tickets are $18 per per-
son or $16 for Aurora Historical Society members and must be
purchased in advance. For tickets and more information call
905-727-8991 or e-mail ahs@aurorahs.com.

MONDAY, MAY 11
Aurora Film Circuit presents “The Necessities of Life” (Ce

qu'il faut pour vivre). Canada's contender for the 2009 Foreign
Language Oscar - this Canadian film about a tubercular Inuit
man confined to a Quebec sanatorium is rich in lump-in-the-
throat moments, as he experiences both profound culture shock
and uplifting human connections. Tickets are $10 and are avail-
able at the Aurora Public Library and R&R Revisited. All screen-
ings take place at the Cineplex Aurora, with door prize at 6.45  

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13
Aurora Lawn Bowling Club Spring Meeting 6.30 pm. at the

McMahan Park, Maple and Fleury Streets. A pot luck supper will
be served.

* * * *
Women’s Centre of York Region presents The Art of Change

7 to 10 p.m. at the Wellington Gallery located at 32 Wellington
Street, Aurora. Proceeds go to programs and services for low
income women and women who have experienced abuse.

Tickets are $100 with a $50 charitable receipt provided. For
more information or to purchase tickets, contact
events@wcyr.ca or 905-853-9270 x101.

THURSDAY, MAY14
Wesley United Church Annual Roast Beef Dinner has two

seatings at 5 p.m. and 6.30 p.m. Adults are $15; children 6-12
yrs $8; under 6 yrs free, but they must have a ticket. The church
is located at the corner of Woodbine and Aurora Road. For tick-
ets call Sherry at 905-853-4915.

* * * *
Aurora Chamber of Commerce annual Networking Breakfast

& New Member Trade Show at the Royal Canadian Legion, 105
Industrial Parkway North. Members who joined the Chamber in
March, 2008, or later are encouraged to fill out an application
for a free booth space. Deadline for application submission is
April 22nd, and application forms can be found on the website
a t
http://www.aurorachamber.on.ca/UserFiles/File/Applications/Ap
plication%20Form-Trade%20Show-2009.doc.

SUNDAY, MAY 17
Aurora Lawn Bowling Club open house and beginning of the

lawn bowling season at 2 p.m. Bowling Club is located at
McMahan Park, Maple and Fleury Streets. Everyone is welcome
to attend.

SATURDAY, MAY 23
The Aurora Historical Society is looking for volunteers to par-

ticipate in a garden clean up at Hillary House on Yonge Street
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Bring your own rake. For more informa-
tion, call 905-727-8991 or click on www.aurorahistoricalsoci-
ety.ca

THURSDAY, JUNE 4
School teacher at Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School Bob

McRoberts is retiring. A party will be held today at the Howard
Johnson Hotel on Yonge Street. For details contact Lynn

Gardner at 905-727-3131 ext. 157 or Joe Pagniello at
joseph.pagniello@yrdsb.edu.on.ca, If you plan on attending,
you must RSVP by May 15. Appetizers and cocktails begin at 5
p.m. with presentations at 6 p.m.

SUNDAY, JUNE 7
Aurora Chamber of Commerce presents the 14th annual

Longest Street Sale on the Longest Street beginning at 11 a.m.
and continuing until 5 p.m. Call the chamber at 905-727-7262
for further information.

SATURDAY, JUNE 12
Longest lacrosse game in history, starts today at 5 a.m and

continues until 6 p.m. Saturday, June 13 at the Aurora
Community Centre, Rink #1. The game is being played to raise
awareness and support for the Canadian Centre for Abuse
Awareness (www.abusehurts.com) and the Spirit of the Stick
campaign (www.spiritofthestick.com). In addition to the longest
lacrosse game in history, a silent auction and a Family Fun day
(Saturday) will be in full swing. Mayors and councillors from
Aurora and Newmarket will play with lacrosse players from 5 to
6 p.m. Friday. For more information go to www.laxdove.ca or
www.amll.ca.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15
Board of Education trustee public meeting begins at Dr. G.W.

Williams Secondary School at 7 p.m.
MONDAY, JULY 6

Revised staff report on the future of Wells Street School
goes to the Board of Education in the Boardroom, Wellington
Street West at 8 p.m. Public delegations must be 
booked in advance by calling  Mrs. Lori Barnes at
lori.barnes@yrdsb.edu.on.ca or 905-727-0022, ext. 2263.

TUESDAY, JULY 14
Aurora Rotary Club golf tournament at Westview Golf Club.

Shotgun at 10 a.m. $150 per golfer includes lunch and dinner.
Call Ron at 905-727-3300 for details. Participation limited.

COMING EVENTS
From page 2

May 7, 8 & 9, 2009 
Thursday & Friday 10am-9pm, Saturday 10am-5pm

St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club  368 St. John’s Sideroad East, Aurora  L4G 3G8

POTTERY SALE

We accept Cash, Debit, Mastercard and Visa

TheAuroran.com

...is all about visibility

and claim your FREE space

We would like you to be a part of it. 
We want to include your business in our MARKETPLACE.

 

Go to www.theauroran.com 

We are now on step one of our new website; it is so cutting-edge, so innovative we will just keep surprising you. 

Businesses only please.

FREE BUSINESS LISTINGTeacher 
Bob McRoberts 

is retiring from Williams.
So, there’s going to be

 a party
to honour him.

It will be held 

Thursday, June 4, 
at Aurora’s Howard Johnson Hotel

beginning at 

5 p.m. 
with appetizers

Gift presentation at 6 p.m.
Admission is $30 for appetizers and gift; 

$15 for gift only.
You must RSVP by May 15

For more information, 
contact Lynn Gardner at 
905-727-3131 ext. 157

or Joe Pagniello at
 joseph.pagniello@yrdsb.edu.on.ca
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How will     BLOOM?
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