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Briefly
Home Show pull-out

Take your Auroran this week and open it to
Page 9. Pull the eight pages out of the centre of
the paper, including Page 16, and, voila, you
have a supplement for this week’s annual Aurora
Chamber of Commerce Home Show.

The show, which opens Friday afternoon, runs
all day Saturday and from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday at the Aurora Community Centre, both
rinks.

New this year is the introduction of a Beer
Garden, run upstairs by the Aurora Optimist Club.

There is more information about the show in
the pull-out section.

Road closures
The 8th Annual Bob Hartwell Runners Challenge,

slated for Sunday, April 26 will take place on a new
route and from 7 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. the following
roads will be used for the event: Aurora Heights from
Yonge to Bathurst (south lane closed, north lane
open to west traffic only), Bathurst Street from
Aurora Heights to 15th Sideroad (two lanes, regular
traffic can still go through on other lanes) and 15th
Sideroad from Bathurst Street to Keele Street (full
closure).

If you have questions, contact the committee at
905-887-0766. For more information about the event
visit www.hartwellchallenge.com.

Beverley Varcoe   905-727-3154
Highly Qualified to Handle Your 
Real Estate Needs with Over 20 
years of Award Winning service!

Your Community Realty, Aurora 
www.beverleyvarcoe.com BROKER, CRES, SRES 

Market Value Appraiser
I look forward to seeing everyone at the Home Show; Market Place Table P in Arena 1

Fax, Scan & Email Services

The UPS Store®

14845-6 Yonge Street 
Aurora, ON L4G 6H8 
T: 905.713.1632
store73@theupsstore.ca

York Regional Police Chief Armand La Barge presents a rose
to Dorothy Clark McClure during public ceremony last
Wednesday to honour Auroran writer Dick Illingworth who
died two weeks ago. The standing-room only event heard 
several politicians speak about the life of Aurora’s former
mayor. More photos on Page 19. Auroran photo by David Falconer

Changing the location of the
annual Town of Aurora Easter
Egg hunt didn’t stop the
crowds Saturday. An estimat-
ed 2,000 people showed up at
Sheppard’s Bush to dig the
eggs out of their hiding
spots. Children had to find
only a single egg then turn it
in to receive an Easter egg
bag that contained numerous
candy eggs. There was also 
a scavenger hunt where par-
ticipants had to find such
items as bunnies, ducks and
butterflies that had been hid-
den in the Bush. In the photo
at right, Alex, 5, and Victoria,
2, Nechadim found their eggs.

Auroran photos 
by David Falconer

Parking shortage
in vacant lot plan

If you build it, they will come.
But they won't be able to find
any parking.

That was the message deliv-
ered by residents at the gener-
al committee meeting last
Tuesday about a proposed
development on the southwest
corner of Yonge Street and
Tyler Street.

The owner of this land would
like to construct a three-storey
building facing Yonge Street,
with commercial uses on the
first floor and 12 residences
above.

An older home at 5 Tyler
Street that is on the property
would be converted for busi-
ness use.

The site was fenced off last
week.

The problem is that the
town's Committee of
Adjustment has already reject-
ed the proposal on the grounds
that not enough parking has
been provided.

The development is eight
spaces short of the 36 the com-
mittee says is required.

That may not seem like a lot,
but parking is a serious issue in
the area, according to residents
who appeared before the meet-
ing.

Angela Daust said that
based on the lack of parking,
cars often illegally lined both
sides of Tyler and adjacent
streets.

This caused problems for
emergency vehicles when they 

Please see page 8
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COMING EVENTS
CONTINUING

Registration is now open for all events slated in this year’s
York Region Plus 55 Summer Games, slated to run from May 5
to June 9. Registration forms are available at Aurora’s municipal
office, library, senior citizens’ hall and the Legion. Deadline for
registration is April 25. For further information, call Verna Ross
at 905-727-0682 or click on ontarioseniorgames.ca and follow
the links to District 14 - York Region.

* * * *
The Probus Club of Aurora meets at 10 a.m. the second

Wednesday of each month at the Royal Canadian Legion on
Industrial Parkway North. Probus was sponsored by the Aurora
Rotary Club in 1995 with an initial membership of 25, now 82,
for retired and semi-retired professional and business men and
women, former executives and others. The club is non-sectari-
an and non-political. For information call 905-841-3558 or 905-
727-9344.

* * * *
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking for new

members. You do not have to be a police officer nor are you
required to read music to volunteer. The group rehearses
Monday evenings between 7.30 and 9.30 p.m. For further infor-
mation, contact the chorus supervisor at 905-727-9676 or the
coordinator of volunteer services for YRP at 905-830-0303,
extension 6717.

* * * *
The Adult Bereavement Support Group offers a chance to

learn how to cope with the loss of a loved one. Fred Bullen has
given the use of the Aurora Lions Club and Brent Forrester of
Thompson Funeral Home will provide administrative cost so
that this service is given free to the community. Contact maries-
griefjourney@yahoo.com to reserve a seat or get further infor-
mation.

* * * *
A Bereavement Support Group for adults experiencing the

loss of a loved one, is again being offered at the Aurora United
Church for an eight- week session starting Wed. April 8 to May
27, at 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. There is no fee for this program.
Participation is open to all the community.To register or for more
info please call Mary Smith at 905-727-6984.

* * * *
“Voice” is a creative writing collective for teens between the

ages of 13 and 18. At the meetings, held at the Aurora Public
Library, teens learn various creative writing techniques, give
and receive constructive feedback on their writing and meet
other like-minded young writers. Meetings are held the last
Thursday of the month, September through May, from 7 to 8
p.m. Registration is not required.

* * * *

“Louder” is a semi-annual young adult magazine created
through the creative effort of teens and produced by the Aurora
Public Library’s Young Adult Services Department. Submissions
of writing, poetry, art, graphic art and photography are accept-
ed. E-mail your submissions to
yamagazine@library.aurora.on.ca or drop it off to the Children
and Young Adult Information Desk to the attention of Monika
Machacek.

* * * *
On Thursdays until June, the Navy League has a Cadet pro-

gram for children 9 to 12 years from 7 to 9 p.m. Contact Cliff
Davies at 905-727-2244 for details.

* * * *
On Tuesdays, until June, a Sea Cadet program for youths 13

to 18 from 7 to 9 p. m. Leave message at 905-895-3038.
* * * *

Aurora Opera Company's Children's Chorus is a new treble
voice choir dedicated to educating, nurturing and providing
opportunities for children to express their musical abilities. The
chorus is open to boys and girls in Grades 1 through 12 and
consists of two choirs: Angel Choristers, a training choir for 6
and 7 year-olds and the Children Chorus, open to 8 to 17 year-
olds. To audition, contact general director Sarah Kyle at
keepsinging@look.ca.

* * * *
CHAT'S Community Home Assistance to Seniors is looking

for volunteers to assist with the activities in its Adult Day
Program. The positions call for a commitment of a few hours a
week at its Aurora location. Various times are available. Call
Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Tuesday from 9.30 to 11 a.m. it's Story and Playtime

at Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway South
for tots (age 0-4 years) and their caregivers for coffee or tea.
Call 905-841-8883 for further details.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the Pioneer Club for

boys and girls, age 3 to Grade 4 and the Junior High Club for
boys and girls, Grades 5 to 8, will be held at the Aurora
Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway South. For more
information call 905-841-8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every Wednesday at the

Community Bible Church on Bathurst Street just south of
Henderson from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more information e-mail
Judy Hoffmann jhoffmann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing every Friday morning at St.

Andrews' Presbyterian Church beginning at 10.30 a.m. No part-

Please see page 20

ners are needed and beginners are welcome.
* * * *

Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday evening at 6.30
p.m. at Gabriel's on Yonge Street. New members are welcome.
For further information call 905-841-1352.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148 meets the first

and third Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge
Street, south of Wellington. For more information call 905-830-
9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday of each

month at the Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at
7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday each

month at 57 Mosley Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee Club at 9 a.m.
and lunch at noon. Call 905-727-3032 or 905-727-1080 for more
information.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday night at Trinity

Anglican Church, Victoria Street, at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at the Aurora
Legion at 7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women holds monthly

meetings at the Aurora Legion with a variety of speakers.
Contact Beverley at 905-727-2151.

* * * *
The Aurora Seniors Evergreen Choir practice in the West-

McKenzie Hall of the Seniors’ Centre, every Wednesday from
2.30 to 4.30 p.m. under the direction of Enid Maize.

* * * *

HOT SPOT HOURS 
CLOSED 

April 17th - Home Show
OPEN 

April 24th - Prize Night

eht trahC
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LOOKING FOR A SECOND OPINION?
With markets continuing to deliver turbulence, 
even the most level-headed investors among 
us may begin to second-guess their financial 
strategies. It is precisely during times like 
these that a long-term financial plan becomes 
more important than ever.

Successfully navigating challenging markets 
is the key to reaching your financial goals. The
experience of Investors Group, my expertise, and The Plan™
our unique personalized approach to financial 
planning, can help put your mind at ease.

Please call about our upcoming seminar 
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Light up your life!
Lighting • Fixtures • Fans 

220 Industrial Pkwy. S. 905-841-2832
Call for hours

Great Prices 

DR. JOEL WALLACH B.Sc., DVM, ND

Nobel Prize Nominee & Author

Aurora Public Library

MONDAY, 
APRIL 20TH
7:15 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

HEALTH SECRETS WE NEED TO KNOW

   

FREE: Call “Coach” to reserve 905-727-2199

ONE NIGHT WITH “DOC”

Trinity Anglican:

Connecting Spiritual Journeys…

Easter
Services

Trinity Anglican Church, Aurora
79 Victoria Street Aurora   

905.727.6101            www.trinityaurora.ca

Join The Joy of 
Easter!

Nursery Care Available.

Maunday Thursday 
April 9 � 7:30 pm Sung Eucharist 

Good Friday 
April 10 � 10:00 am Solemn Liturgy and 
Dramatic Presentation. A solemn reflection 

of the Crucifixion of Our Lord.  

Easter Saturday
April 11� Easter Vigil and Baptism 7:30pm 

Easter Sunday 
April 12 � 8:00 am Holy Eucharist ~ Chapel
9:15 & 11:00 am Sung Eucharist All ages are 

welcome to participate in this joyous celebration. 

905-727-9561
14889 Yonge Street, Aurora

www.graystonesrestaurant.ca

It’s 
hard to 

believe... 

...at Aurora’s 
best eat-in restaurant 

But it is!
their take out menu is so good. 

           11in Group Benefits For Firms
with 1–50 People1–50

CANADA’S 
LEADING 

PLAN

Please call 905-750-0032
Johnson Financial Group 

Rod Johnson; ext. 223, Ian Johnson; ext. 222

Aurora Mayor Phyllis Morris, left, Newmarket-Aurora Member of Parliament,
Lois Brown, and GO Transit’s station services director Bill Jenkins, were on
hand at Aurora’s railway station last week for an announcement that will
improve the trestle that carries the rail line over Yonge Street in the south end
of Aurora. Several years ago, the Town paid to have the trestle painted since
it was rusting away. Auroran photo by David Falconer

Some government money
used to rehabilitate bridge

GO Transit commuters in
Aurora will benefit from the
$213 million in additional
service improvements
announced last week by the
Government of Canada and
the Government of Ontario.

Part of a $500 million
investment into GO services
announced six weeks earlier,
an Aurora project will
improve service for com-
muters.

Beginning in the fall of
2009, the GO-owned Yonge
Street bridge, located at the
south end of Aurora and part
of the Barrie rail corridor, will
undergo extensive repair and
rehabilitation.

A total of $2.8 million in
federal and provincial funds
has been allocated for the
project.

"The rehabilitation of the
Yonge Street bridge will not
only improve a local land-
mark, but will improve GO
service while preparing for
any future increase in train
travel down the road," said
Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois
Brown. "The end result is that
we help the environment by
getting more cars off the
road, and at the same time
boost the economy with a
much needed investment in
our public transit infrastruc-
ture."

There was no mention of
a new bridge to replace the
one currently there.

"The Town of Aurora is
pleased to see the federal
and provincial governments
help fund the rehabilitation of
the railway bridge at the

southern gateway to
Aurora," said Mayor Phyllis
Morris. "This is good use of
infrastructure dollars."

Last week’s announce-
ment builds upon the $249
million in federal and provin-
cial funding previously

announced by Prime
Minister Stephen Harper and
Premier Dalton McGuinty for
expansion of GO Transit
parking facilities across the
Greater Toronto Area,
including a five-storey park-
ing garage in Aurora.

Aurora Seniors
Duplicate Bridge

Monday, April 6 - N/S:
Dennis McFadden and Frank
Lablans; Carole Bell and
Isobelle Garrett; Greta
Ogden and Eva Guttman.
E/W: Mary Oglanby and Joan
Rotenberg; Suzanne Nunn
and Shirley Laurin; Jeannine
Mackie and Melody Irving.

Bank planned for lot
The land left vacant after

fire destroyed the original
Dairy Queen location on
Yonge Street, just north of
Edward will soon become a
retail and office complex and
include a bank.

Aurora-based developers,
Beswick Properties Inc, will
break ground for its new
$12.8-million retail and office
complex this week.

The 37,000 sq. ft. com-
plex will be home to a variety
of businesses including
Royal Bank of Canada, RBC
Dominion Securities,
Edward Street Market & Grill
and Rogers Wireless, along

with medical offices.
The building, was once

Aurora’s only Dairy Queen,
was gutted in June last year
after a suspicious fire broke
out early one morning.

Witnesses said people
were spotted inside the
structure, located next to
Fitness World of Canada,
about 3 a.m.

The building was once
part of the Aurora Toyota
operation, which has moved
to a new location at
Wellington and Bayview.

Since then, the land has
been cleared and specula-
tion was that a bank would

open on the site.
A sod-turning ceremony is

planned for Wednesday
morning this week.

Literary award for Richard
Richard (Dick)

Ill ingwor th, who was hon-
oured at a standing-room
only ceremony at the
Aurora Legion last
Wednesday, will be hon-
oured again.

The Aurora
Community Historica Fair
has established an award
in the late Mr.
Ill ingwor th’s honour. The
Dick Ill ingwor th Literary
Award will be presented
to a student for a project
that best displays the
country’s l i terary her-
itage and Canada's cul-
tural foundations through
the written word or oral
presentation.

It will be presented at
the awards ceremony at
the Histor ica Fair
Wednesday,  April 22,  at
St. Andrew’s College.

It is hoped a family
member will attend the
ceremony to present the
award.

The annual Histor ica
Fair wi l l  hold opening
ceremonies at 9.30 that
day accompanied by the
St Andrew’s Pipe and
Drum Band, the oath of
Cit izenship by the stu-
dents led by Aurora
Mayor Phyllis Morris.

Keynote speaker for
the event is Peter Love,
Chief Conservat ion
Officer for Ontario.

The awards ceremony
and public open house
begins at 6 p.m. and con-
tinues until 8 p.m.
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“Aurora’s  Independent 
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Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

Elsewhere in this issue, you’ll find a letter to the editor from Barry
Hall.

It’s about amalgamation, the subject I refer to as the “A” word.
It makes good reading, and I expect there will be some replies to it.
Some will agree amalgamation is a good thing, others will not.
I’m one who doesn’t believe in it, but sometimes, it’s hard to debate

the obvious.
For your information, former premier of Ontario, Mike Harris, with

whom I attended school in North Bay, and I had a falling out after he
declared Toronto should be one city and all the boroughs should be
abandoned.

Didn’t work. Still isn’t working. Costing the taxpayers nothing but
money.

When Harris resigned and Ernie Eves took over, I got him to com-
mit there would be no amalgamation in York Region. He did and there
wasn’t.

Facetiously, I have always said fine to amalgamation, as long as the
amalgamated area was called Aurora.

“Newcity”, as the letter writer refers to the amalgamated six north-
ern municipalities of York, doesn’t work for me. But some of his points
do.

Why should some towns have nine people on council?
When I was on the Board of Education, Aurora had one represen-

tative and we dealt with budgets that topped half a billion dollars.
If I wanted anything done in Aurora, I needed to find at least 10 peo-

ple on the board who agreed with me...i.e., the new gymnasium at
Regency Acres Public School.

Frankly, the entire board (myself excluded) could have cared less
about Aurora.

The board now isn’t as big as it was then (trustees don’t make as
much money), and the Aurora trustee now is responsible for King
Township.

Making that change certainly didn’t cause my taxes to decrease.
And I doubt that a council serving six municipalites would cause

anyone’s taxes to decrease.
Where was the public outcry when Regional Government - a new

level of government, by the way - was created back in the early 70s.
I didn’t hear from anyone in the Town of Stouffville when it sudden-

ly became Whitchurch-Stouffville, nor did I hear any whimpering when
the Township of Markham disappeared into the Town of Markham.

Frankly, I don’t remember hearing anyone crying out against the
government when the cities of Port Arthur and Fort William became
Thunder Bay. It happened almost overnight.

So, now we’re back in the middle of this “amalgamation” thing.
Aurora is in a very undesirable position. It’s almost out of land.
Which means that once it’s all gone, the only way the Town can get

more money (because the costs won’t stop rising) is to raise taxes!
How did we get here?
Is it  Aurora’s fault, or the developers, who have bought up land by

the acre, then convinced the Town that more subdivisions are neces-
sary?

Once they get approval, the developers then buy ads in the big city
dailies to tell people how wonderful it is to live in the country.

And the people flood out here.By the thousands.There is no coun-
try, anymore, but don’t tell that to a developer.

So, I guess if amalgamation happens it will be our fault.
As the letter writer points out, there’s not a lot of interest in main-

taining a small community, but I don’t buy that argument.
About 300 people filled the Legion’s lower floor for Dick Illingworth’s

public funeral last Wednesday, but that doesn’t mean the whole com-
munity didn’t want to be there.

I don’t want to see the Wells Street school torn down, either, but I
haven’t been to a single meeting.

Cost of making it a school again is astronomical, and you know
who’ll pay for that.

I believe in the history of Aurora and I would hate to see us become
a small part of a bigger municipality.

The letter writer makes some waves on Councillor Evelyn Buck’s
blog.

One response noted, “the next retort you receive from Barry, give
him the rest of the reasons we want no part of becoming mixed into
Newmarket. They have mismanaged their finances so badly that less
than four years ago they were all but broke. No Capital Reserves. No
DC Bylaws and they have let themselves become built out without any
chance of establishing a more stable and predictable industrial com-
mercial tax base.

“All Barry needs to do is take a drive through Newmarket to see
how poorly planned their Town is, the degraded condition of their parks
and sports fields and the many conflicts with residential and commer-
cial development, not to mention the absolute gridlock that their road
system offers.

“Unfortunately Barry is not privy to some of the things that are
known, like the fact that they are quite willing to throw millions of dollars
at consultants to do the work that staff do for a fraction of the cost.

“Don’t forget to add the fact that they are doing everything they can
to continue their sprawl in search of the almighty dollar by trying to
annex land not rightfully theirs from their next door neighbour to the
north in an attempt to bail themselves out.”

That would be a reference to East Gwillimbury, where the multi-
screened theatre - Silver City - is located.

I won’t even go into my tirade against a ward system, but I believe
Aurora could do just as well with half the councillors that it has now.

Letter to the Editor

Amalgamation
back in limelight

When Doane Hall Pharmacy was right across the street (remember the owner Richard Isaacson?) it
became necessary to expand into this building at 19-23 Yonge Street North, just north of Wellington
Street. Sales and rentals of equipment to help people get around took place from this location. The
building is no longer there. As a matter of fact, Doane Hall Pharmacy doesn’t exist anymore, although
its building is currently used as a Dollarama store. Doane Hall was purchased by Shoppers Drug Mart
and they moved the drug store to what was once an A & P outlet at Yonge and Aurora Heights Drive.

Confusing discussion
over a ball diamond

To the editor,

I left the council chamber
at 10.50 Tuesday evening.

Councillor Evelina Mac-
Eachern had spent the pre-
vious 20 minutes excoriat-
ing Director Al Downey for
documentation he submit-
ted in support of a recom-
mendation to prepare spec-
ifications and call tenders
for the construction of a
baseball diamond.

He did so in response to
council direction.

The project is included in
the capital budget.

The funds are derived
from development charge
levies. They are not part of
the tax levy. They cannot be
used for any other purpose.

If not used for the pur-
pose taken, they may very
well have to be returned
from whence they came. To
the developers.

The diamond has been
in the Needs Forecast for
five years.That's how it
came to be included in the
development charge levy.

It is desperately needed.
Two years ago, the

Director recommended a
purchase of a suitable site.

Funds to pay for it were
available in the Cash in Lieu
of Parks Reserve Account.

The account currently
has a balance in excess of
ten million dollars.

Council rejected the rec-
ommendation.

Councillor MacEachern
argued, "why should we 
buy land when we have 
land adjacent to the new 
rec centre?"

Much of the estimate
cost of building a diamond
on that site is directly attrib-
utable to the nature of the
land and servicing the site
for multiple uses.

Only the tender process
will determine a precise
cost for the project.

The rationale for using
development charge funds
and the consequences of
not using them for the pur-
pose they were taken has
been repeated to Council
by staff many times.

To no avail.
Refusal to accept the

professional advice is
beyond comprehension.

Councillor MacEachern
stated at Tuesday's meeting
she had been reading the
background documentation
accompanying the direc-
tor's report until 3 a.m.
Tuesday morning.

She proceeded to cri-
tique the language of the
documents and itemize her
perception of errors, omis-
sions and contradictions at
length.

After 20 minutes of
angry page flipping, no end
of the harangue in sight,
less sign of town business
being accomplished and 20
minutes after the hour of
adjournment, I took my
leave.

To be a silent witness is
to be a participant.

To raise a point of order
in this council is to be held
responsible for the resulting
mayhem.

I understand the mayor
took over when the council-
lor left off.

Much of the criticism
was repeated a second
time and a final decision
was made to refer the mat-
ter to the Chief
Administrative Officer for a
further report.

Councillor Stephen
Granger sublimely presided
over the shameful display
without intervention.

Evelyn Buck
Aurora



Front Porch
Perspective

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

Every day, it seems, we are inundated with dramatic headlines
underscoring more job losses.

Coupled with these headlines are the stories about huge feder-
al and provincial government stimulus packages and the massive
deficits that will result from the introduction of these support pro-
grams.

Let's hope these fiscal packages get the economy moving
again.

I don't mean to add another burden to our public officials’collec-
tive plates, but there is another issue that we need to think about in
tandem with the economy; the unsustainable rise in health care
costs.

This is not a recent phenomenon nor is it restricted to either one
political party or to one particular level of government.

I don't have any expertise in this area, but my interest is based
on two things:First, a column in the Globe and Mail some time back
by Jeffrey Simpson about the sustainability of health care given that
this portfolio continues to eat up so much of the spending envelope.

Second, as someone who has had to interface with the health
care system on behalf of a number of family members, I am wor-
ried about the quality and delivery of those services.

My interest was further stimulated on the subject by a couple of
columns by Carol Goar in the Toronto Star recently.

Based upon my own undertakings, I have learned a couple of
things;

First, the enormity of this ministry. Health care is by far the

largest budget item that we have.The total annual Ontario budget
is close to $100 billion and health care spending is about 40 per
cent of this.

Second, the annual, year over year, spending increase in this
envelope is not sustainable. Health care spending (seven per cent
plus per year) is increasing at a rate faster than government rev-
enue growth.

Third, we need to reframe the arguments surrounding health
care.The system developed in the early 1960s was put in place to
do a different job. It was basically for insulin, antibiotics and x-rays,
while today, it is for hip replacements, MRI's and new drugs, which
cost more every year.

Fourth, according to a recent report by the Health Council of
Canada, "contrary to popular belief, population growth and aging
are not the biggest contributors to the growth in spending.
Population growth accounts for about 14 per cent of the increased
spending; the number of people who are living longer, about 11 per
cent; inflation - 27 per cent; increased use of health care services,
the only one of these factors that health care policies can affect,
accounts for the biggest share (48 per cent) of the growth in health
care spending."

A reasoned and rational debate is needed on this issue. It is not
good enough today to say that Medicare is a "sacred trust" that
must be preserved and protected. We can't let these simple bro-
mides represent our full thinking on health care.

You can be a Canadian nationalist and still talk about this issue

- dispassionately and reasonably.We can't be worried that Tommy
Douglas, the father of Medicare in this country, will climb out of his
grave and strangle us.

This debate will undoubtedly play out against a backdrop of right
vs. left and that of the vile, dispassionate technocrat vs. the emo-
tionally charged spending advocate.

Remember when local MPP Frank Klees simply mused about
charging $5 per person each time they visited a hospital.

Everyone was quick to condemn him, even though the provin-
cial government introduced the $800 per person health levy a cou-
ple of years ago.

Or what about the proposed increase and extension of the York
Region tax levy for hospitals? 

It doesn't matter, this topic is too important - we need to begin
the debate forthwith.

And yes, this does obviously require discussion on some sensi-
tive issues and what constitutes overall health policy "desired out-
comes" and/or "value for money."

Again from the Health Council: "One person might think that
providing an expensive drug to prolong the life of a cancer patient
in considerable pain by three months is poor value for money. But
another person might think it well worth the money".

I will continue to explore this topic in future columns.

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Rising health costs

Cathy’s Corner
Disappearance of Supermom

By Cathy Vrancic

I think I'm losing my superpowers.
Like all the other supermoms, I started getting superpowers

when I got children.
The more children I got, the more super powerful my super-

powers became.
It all started when Jennifer was born. It took me 20 hours but I

did it. I brought a 9 pound, 13 ounce toddler into the world - all by
myself!

Oh sure, there were doctors and nurses around but all they did
was stand there yelling "Push!" over and over again until I finally
had enough and shouted "No! You PULL!"

Apparently this is not how it's done.
When Nadia was born, I sprouted an extra pair of arms.
They were invisible to the human eye but they were definitely

there.
How else could I have brushed my teeth while nursing one

child and force feeding vegetables to the other?
By the time Tim came along, I had this whole labour and deliv-

ery thing down pat. I dropped him at the hospital way ahead of
schedule. My doctor came rushing into the delivery room just a
wee bit behind schedule.

"Fat lot you helped," I scolded. "You didn't even catch him!"
Good help is hard to find.
So I took Tim home the very next day and immediately I

evolved to such a high level of independent functioning that I did-
n't need any help from anyone for anything! I could do the work of
12 people in a single day!

Over the next decade, I discovered that my superpowers
included landscaping, gardening, plumbing and carpentry.

All by myself, I rolled huge rocks into the backyard in the spring
and enormous pumpkins into the front yard in the fall.

I connected hoses to hot water sources so I could hose down

my muddy children all summer long. Then, in the winter I built
things and fixed things assisted only by my massive collection of
power tools.

I hung pictures, painted walls on the inside of the house and
painted windows atop a huge ladder outside the house. I refin-
ished furniture, re-caulked tubs and showers. I sewed curtains
and Halloween costumes by night while I ran a business by day.

I was always rushing but I never once left the house with my
skirt tucked into my panty hose. I could fish a Fleecy sheet out of
my sleeve while drinking coffee, talking on the cell phone and driv-
ing stick shift.

I could set up the sprinkler or shovel the driveway before Damir
came home from work - even before I picked the kids up from
school.

I could make lunches, make dinner, serve dinner and clean up
after dinner while sorting, soaking and folding several loads of
laundry and still provide prompt chauffeur service for evening les-
sons and activities.

I could sign the kids up for camp or fill in their field trip permis-
sion forms, pay the household bills and order school photos while
feeding the dog and watering the plants with my extra pair of
arms.

When the kids got older, I taught them to drive and that's when
things started falling apart.

They started driving themselves to school and I stopped mak-
ing lunches. I taught them to do their own laundry and the piles of
dirty clothes started to pop out of the floors all over the house!

I stopped shovelling the driveway because there were too
many cars parked on it. The house was full of boyfriends, girl-
friends, pizza boxes and Mac makeup!

There was loud music playing, homework all over my counters
and I couldn't find a cordless phone to save my life!

I was losing control - teenagers are kryptonite. I started to
panic and in my desperation, I convinced my kids to pursue high-
er education...in other cities.

Over the next few years, I emptied my house of teenagers.
One by one, we drove them out of Aurora in borrowed trailers and
rented box trucks but my superpowers continued to fade.

One day, I tried to run the vacuum cleaner while talking on the
phone and it just didn't work. I dropped my cordless phone in the
toilet.

The next day, I tried to write a column and think at the same
time. I spilled coffee on my computer. I can't even walk and chew
gum at the same time. Darn near bit my tongue off!

When I started walking into walls and tripping over furniture,
shoes and the dog, I stopped moving around like Speedy
Gonsales and started strolling!

Can you imagine - strolling! Walking slowly and shopping
leisurely for geriatric vitamins, anti-wrinkle creams and comfort-
able shoes! Then one day, I unloaded the dishwasher. Without
multi-tasking! It was weird...

Next thing you know, I started watching television shows. It
shocked everyone - my friends, my kids, my husband. They had
never seen me sit down before!

I got hooked on "24", "CSI" and "American Idol" but "Heroes"
is my favourite. It reminds me of the good old days...when I, too,
had superpowers.

This season the series explained the disappearance of
Supermom. There has been an eclipse! There must have been!
Why else have I started to fall asleep on the couch in the middle
of my favourite show?

Cathy Vrancic welcomes e-mail at:
ccaurora@rogers.com
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ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Car + Home =
BIG SAVINGS

Peter Virtanen 
CLU. Agent, Aurora 

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR, STATE FARM IS THERE:
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

PO58005CN State Farm • Home Offices Aurora, Ontario • Statefarm.ca™

YORK SPRING & RADIATOR

ON SALE NOW!

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

We Sell Them!
We Install Them!

TRAILER 
HITCHES...

MOON GARDEN
RESTAURANT Since 1969 

Dinner for

4 Egg Rolls 
Sweet and Sour Chicken Balls 
Ja Doo Wings
Chicken Chow Mein
Chicken Guy Ding
Chicken Fried Rice

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O.

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington.
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3232$$ 9595
What’s Happening at the 

Howard Johnson Aurora... 

Doors open at 6:30 p.m., Dinner at 7:00 p.m. 
Showtime approx. 8:30 p.m. 

Dinner & Show – $39.95 plus tax & gratuities 

A hot and cold buffet dinner will be served featuring a full 
salad bar, carved roast beef and decadent desserts.

April 18 & 25, May 2 and 9

This Tony Award-winning sketch comedy 
review is a very funny show about some 
unlikely subjects, including a one legged 
actor applying for the role of Tarzan, an in 

depth interview with an unimpressed 
shepherd who witnessed the Nativity, and a 
French singer who misunderstands an Anglo 

Saxon vulgarity and composes a song around it.

This Tony Award-winning sketch comedy 
review is a very funny show about some 
unlikely subjects, including a one legged 
actor applying for the role of Tarzan, an in 

depth interview with an unimpressed 
shepherd who witnessed the Nativity, and a 
French singer who misunderstands an Anglo 

Saxon vulgarity and composes a song around it.

By Stellar Productions 
written by Peter Cook and Dudley Moore

and a special Performance 
on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 10... doors open at 4:30

April 18 & 25, May 2 and 9

By Stellar Productions 
written by Peter Cook and Dudley Moore

and a special Performance 
on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 10... doors open at 4:30

Time to talk amalgamation, he says
To the editor,

"The time has come," the Walrus said,
"To talk of many things:

Of shoes--and ships--and sealing-wax--
Of cabbages--and kings-- "

As Aurora greets another spring it may be a good time to
talk about amalgamation.

One assumes that York Regional government was
formed almost 40 years ago to provide an administrative
economy of scale that smaller communities simply could not
achieve.

York Regional Police for example.
Why then, were all of the small municipal governments

kept in place?
York Region has a population of about one million.

Markham (300K) , Vaughan (270K) , and Richmond Hill
(185K).

Each have a mayor and eight councillors give or take but
the remaining six municipalities of Aurora,  King,
Newmarket, East Gwillimbury, Georgina and Whitchurch-
Stouffville have a total population of about 250K and get
this; six mayors and 36 councillors.

Collectively, the six have the population of Saskatoon but
nearly as many politicians as Toronto.

"But wait a bit," the Oysters cried,
"Before we have our chat;

For some of us are out of breath,
And all of us are fat!"

If we must live with a municipal and regional system what
would be wrong with amalgamating our six little "oysters"
into, let's call it "New City", with a mayor and six ward coun-
cillors (plus regional councillors)? 

York Region would have four cities of more or less equal
population although "New City" would account for more than
one half of the area and hold the largest tracts of undevel-
oped lands in one of the country's fastest growing regions.

Is it possible that such development may be better man-
aged, in conjunction with York Region, by a focused city gov-
ernment and one economic development team rather than
six?

Many area residents are concerned with urban sprawl
and protection of environmentally sensitive areas.

Is it possible that we could all benefit from a single plan-
ning department? 

Some may argue that Aurorans will lose the ability to
"chart our own course" but as it stands Aurora no longer has
its own police force, school board, transit system, fire
department or hydro.

Indeed, "New City" wouldn't have control over these serv-
ices either as they are, for the most part, regional.

However, one cannot help but assume that residents
from the six wards that share a passion for sports and recre-
ation, historical preservation or the arts might benefit from
"playing on the same team".

"I weep for you," the Walrus said:
"I deeply sympathize."

With sobs and tears he sorted out
Those of the largest size.

There will be those who feel amalgamation would mean
the loss of our town "spirit".

Are Aurorans really that passionate about their town?
Out of 50,000 residents, just over a third of those eli-

gible bothered to vote in the last municipal election.
When Councillor Grace Marsh resigned and

Councillor John Gallo was appointed, not elected, the
protesters and supporters at Town Hall numbered in the
dozens.

When the York District School Board raised the possi-
bility of closing Wells Street School  barely 150 con-
cerned residents attended the public meeting, hardly a
tsunami of public sentiment.

Interest in the Canada Day Parade in "Canada's
Birthday Town" has dwindled to the point where council
feels obliged to counter our apathy with our tax dollars.

On the other hand, it would seem to make sense that
with a pool of 250K potential volunteers, community spir-

it projects such as parades and festivals would benefit.
Aurora Council, at times, seems beset by allegations and

accusations of impropriety, ethics violations, voting cliques,
favouritism, vote pandering and overall dysfunction.

Larger cities are not immune to such issues, the recent
allegations at Vaughan Council being a case in point, but
they are subject to a brighter media spotlight which helps
ignite public opinion and nothing moves politicians faster
than that.

By definition amalgamation requires the reduction of gov-
ernment and elimination of duplicate services but just as
kings have no wish to become commoners, politicians and
civil servants have no desire to become redundant and their
survival instinct is strong.

Establishing "New City" would not be a cure-all for the
problems that plague small municipal governments nor
would it be an easy task but the potential advantages are
many.

It just might be worth talking about.

"O Oysters," said the Carpenter,
"You've had a pleasant run!

Shall we be trotting home again?'
But answer came there none--

And this was scarcely odd, because
They'd eaten every one.

Barry Hall
Aurora  -
with help from
Lewis Carroll

Proposed trail would
destroy wetlands: reader
To the editor,

Re: Trail near the wet-
lands

It was just a few short
years ago we spent more
than $10 million to widen
St. Johns Sideroad.

We raised the level, put
in culverts and made tun-
nels.

They did a terrific job in
order to facilitate and pro-
tect the birds, the small
animals and at the same
time, safeguard the wet-
lands.

The wetlands were
saved by the owners of this
property, and it was the
intention to save and pro-
tect the natural environ-
ment in perpetuity, for all
the people to enjoy.

Now it is about to be
destroyed for what and for
whom?

The towns of Aurora and
Newmarket in their wisdom
or lack of, are about to
begin to destroy the marsh.

Are the mayors and
councillors losing their
minds?

This plan is going to
drive a stake right through
the heart of the animals
and the birds that have
called the marsh their
home.

We have been destroy-
ing our natural environment
since the white man first
set foot on this land. We
destroyed the beaver, and
we destroyed the buffalo.

By destroying the buffa-
lo, we destroyed the

Indians and their land. Are
we now trying to destroy
the animals and their habi-
tat?

This so called trail will
eventually destroy the wet-
lands, if we let it happen.

This new boardwalk will
only be another place for
people to throw their
garbage.

It will only be a place for
kids to hang out and keep
the seniors awake at all
hours of the night.
People’s dogs will run wild
chasing the birds and ani-
mals.

Go to Collingwood, talk
to the police, and see how
their waterfront was
destroyed with their trail.
This is absolutely the
wrong place for the trail.

I would suggest farther
east near the railroad
tracks away from the birds
and wild life.

Putting the trail more in
line with Fairy Lake would
be more logical. We are
only asking for big trouble
locating the trail here.

The beauty and serenity
of the wetlands is a big
asset with the present
boardwalk on St. Johns
Sideroad.

Let us not destroy what
we have.

Putting in this unwanted
raised walk is not a step
forward but is a big
expense in this time of
restraint. It is a giant step
backwards.

Hugh Allen      
Aurora
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TM

If you're 50+, you can save up to $400* on your car and home insurance with
from HS Financial Services. You also get the advantages of:

           • A Hometown broker - No call centres here!
           • No-fee payment plans
           • Claims Service Guarantee
           • No risk to try with our 30 day money-back guarantee

Get a quote and a chance to win a $1,000 Vacation Voucher �

Call Diana today at 905-727-4605 ext 237 and find out how
much you can save.

Save Up To $400*...

... and a Chance to Win

Being 50+ Has Its Advantages

www.hsf inancial.ca
*This figure represents an estimate.  Actual savings may vary.  Some conditions & restrictions 

 may apply.  �See full contest rules at www.hsfinancial.ca/PROage50Plus

a $1,000 Vacation Voucher�

Reader remembers Aurora life in the 70s
To the editor,

Having recently read Ken
Elmer's article "Life in Aurora in
the forties" I was struck by how
much and yet how little Aurora
had changed in the following
30 years. I was born in 1964
and my memories of the early
1970s coincide with many of
the things he relates, in some
cases directly related to my life.

So let's see what has and
has not changed.

The town’s boundaries he
describes - Mark St. to the
north, the railway overpass to
the south, the railroad to the
east were still basically the
boundaries in the early 70s
with the only growth to the
west about half way out to
Bathurst and north of
Wellington St.being the Aurora
Heights subdivision. There
was also the southwest expan-
sion with the development of
Regency Acres where a lot of
the streets were named after
the town council of the time
which includes my grandfather
Davidson.

From here I am going to try
to follow Mr. Elmer's routes,
but, with a 70s viewpoint.

Looking north from the
overpass we now have
Sterling Drugs (How great it is
for a young person to read a
can of Lysol was made in
Aurora!), our first shopping
centre with Loblaws, an LCBO,
an A&W Drive-In (Speakers to
order, trays hung on your door
and site of Aurora's probably
first and only riot one
Halloween.).

The Highlands Golf Course
is still there, but, Nisbet’s
Greenhouse is now private
property. Continuing north, the
Texaco gas station is still in
business and the large houses
on the two corners of Kennedy
are still there.

The "Chateau" and Fire
Chief Harry Jones' house are
still standing. From there to
Tyler St. things have changed
to become all small business-
es and I only remember the
Aurora Radio Hospital along
this block.

Going west along Tyler the
only real change is that the
street has been extended
down to the river where it now
meets Harriman which takes
you back out to Wellington.The
Collis Leather factory is still in
business and I can attest to the
smell at times!

The United Church on the
Northwest corner of Tyler and
Yonge is still there, although
the driving shed is replaced by
houses.

Although you can still see
signs of it being a gas station
the Esso station on the north
side of the church is being ren-
ovated to become our first Mr.
Submarine. Continuing north
we still have Mary's Fruit mar-
ket, the Oddfellows hall,
Rank's Jewelry store now run
by his son (with his grand-
daughter being a schoolmate
of mine). Other stores have
changed hands and
Thompson's has become a
furniture store.

Going west on Wellington
we still have the Fleury
Foundry buildings and Bacon
Basketware and the remnants
of the mill on Mill St. at

Wellington, but, across the
road Mr. Hartsman's scrap
metal is now the site of the
Town of Aurora works depart-
ment where my father worked
for a while and the farmland to
the west is now a public park.

Back at Yonge St. and
heading north again the house
Doan Hall has been replaced
by a modern building housing
a drug store of the same
name. The Bunns still live at
the corner of Yonge and Irwin,
Hillary house is still standing
and Ivan Daniels still has his
shop just north of Aurora
Heights although it's mainly
used to house his collection of
antique cars at this point.

I don't remember much of
anything farther north until you
get to St. Andrew's College
and all the limos in the summer
when it is used as the Toronto
Argonaut's training camp.

Okay, we are back at the
railway overpass at the south
end of town and now we will
work our way north again, but,
along the east side.

We can still see the
Cenotaph which is now in
Aurora since the boundaries
have changed moving
Whitchurch east of the 404.

Wood's farm is still here
with its long tree lined driveway
running east of Yonge to the
red brick farmhouse. The
school the Woods children had
to attend is now an abandoned
building sitting on top of that hill
on the northeast corner of
Wellington and Bayview.

Working north along Yonge,
some of the homes have been
torn down to make room for
the new Canadian Tire, new
businesses like Dairy Queen
and Highland Chev-Olds, the
new Bell exchange building
and a florist, and the Esso sta-
tion is still in business.

The Aurora water tower
and water works are still there,
although the German cannon
is long gone leaving an empty
concrete pad on top of the hill.

The arena has been
destroyed by fire and replaced
with a new one off Aurora
Heights Drive.

The houses between the
old arena site and the service
station at Yonge and Church
have all been replaced by busi-
nesses, but, the service centre
is still going strong. Lacey's
grocery/variety store is now a
general store which is a good
place to get ice cream on a
summer evening.

Behind it on Church St. the
old Aurora Public School (also
known as Church St. School)
is still standing although I don't
think it is being used for much
at this time.

Returning to Yonge St. the
houses and businesses are
still standing, although the sta-
tion run by Elwood Davis has
been changed to a different
business that I don't remember
and Elwood Davis has
changed to become the first
provincial license office in town
moving to a building on
Wellington St. just east of the
tracks.

Although home delivery of
milk has stopped by now the
Cousin's Dairy site with its dis-
tinctive silver (polished alu-
minum siding?) is still there run
as a restaurant from what I

remember. Next is the Trio
Restaurant and the old Bell
Telephone Exchange Office on
the hill at Yonge and Mosley is
now the site of my first dentist,
Dr. Boland.

Across the road on the
northeast corner of Yonge and
Mosley the old Town hall is
now a Bank of Nova Scotia
although a close look still
reveals where the fire hall
doors were.

The large house on the
north side has been torn down
to make way for stores and
other than the Bank of
Commerce the types of busi-
ness along this short stretch of
Yonge has changed until you
reach the Scanlon Bakery
(makers of Granny's Tarts) and
the post office which is now the
town hall. Continuing north
stores continue to change
hands until you get to Moon's,
the long time Chinese food
restaurant in town.

Ardill's Department store is
now a Lady's Fashion store
(later to become the site of
Sterling Trust). Across the
street on the northeast corner
of Yonge and Wellington we
still have the Queen's Hotel in
operation. We also still have
the Aurora Dairy at Yonge and
Centre in operation. North to
Mark Street has changed little
with most of the houses includ-
ing Castle Doan at Yonge and
Catherine still standing. Some
houses are missing to make
room for the Catholic Church
and the Hudson family store is
no more, but, that's about it.

Back at Wellington and run-
ning east, the Chinese laundry
and Smith's shoe repair on the
north side behind the Queen's
are gone to make way for the
parking lot for the Rubin's
building which is now the IGA.

The barbershop on the
east side is still in business and
a couple of properties east of
this are now missing houses
making room for our new Post
Office.

Across the road on the
south side of Wellington and
working east from Ardills,
Knowles' butcher shop is still in
business (his daughter becom-
ing my aunt some 20 years
earlier).

With the exception of the
Baptist Church at Wellington
and Victoria everything from
here to the tracks is all residen-
tial at this point although
places like the former
Teasdale's grocery on the
north side of Wellington across
from Larmont are still recog-
nizable as former stores.

At the tracks the old
Baldwin Mill (now empty) still
stands on the west side of the
rails, while the railway hotel is
still a private home on the east
side. Berczy (parallel to the
west side of the tracks) runs
south from Wellington has
changed greatly down to
Mosley with the fuel and coal
businesses and their coal
sheds long gone, but, the
Sisman shoe factory on the
southwest corner of Mosley
and Berczy is still there. As is
Attridges' lumber yard.

Since we are at Mosley, if
one goes back to Yonge and
starts working back east things
really haven't changed. Behind
the Bank of Nova Scotia is the

Hydro Office and yard, next
east we still have the Salvation
Army and Dr. Urquhart's home
with his office in the southeast
corner facing Mosley (this I
know since he was our family
doctor at the time).

Victoria Hall, the
Mechanic's Hall and the
Presbyterian Church still
anchor the other three corners
of the intersection of Victoria
and Mosley streets. North of
the Presbyterian Church we
still have Thompson's Funeral
Home and south of the
Presbyterian Church we still
have Trinity Anglican at Church
St.

Returning to Mosley and

continuing east, the Sun
Masonic Hall building is still at
Wells and Mosley with the
town park, which hosts the
annual Horse Show and Fair,
and Armories (in the north cor-
ner) across the road.

The Aurora Armories are
still home to the Queen's York
Rangers, both the cadet con-
tingent and a squadron of the
reserve militia unit and have
been in use for over 100 years.

South on Wells is the old
Aurora High School now Wells
Street Public School. Finally,
the large fountain Mr. Elmer
remembers in the northwest
corner of the park is now a
band shell hosting summer

gatherings.
The biggest changes in

Aurora have happened in the
last 30 years and yet……

Being set in the 70s a lot of
this has been written as if it
were still the early 70s, but, at
the same time, a lot of it could
have been written in the pres-
ent tense of today's Aurora as
a lot of the places can still be
seen albeit under different
uses such as the Church
Street School and Baldwin's
Mill, Baldwin's Steak House.

Such is the wonderful small
town nature of Aurora.

Tim Sanders
Aurora

Above all, Dick was honest
To the editor,

Although we all knew
Dick Ill ingwor th was in
his nineties and his
health was failing, none
of us who knew him were
prepared to believe he
would ever not be here.

Dick has been Aurora's
most respected voice and
an institution that will
never be equalled.

Many have spoken of
his kindness, his com-
passion, his willingness
to let you know just
where you stood, and I
agree with those senti-
ments.

I believe Aurora has
changed forever with
Dick's passing.

He was above all, hon-
est.

You see even with
Dick's lifetime of political
achievements, he didn't
play politics with people.
When Dick spoke, people
listened.

No one asked for an
interpretation of what he
meant.

He meant what he
said…always.

He believed in telling it
like it was.

Dick was a master at
looking you in the eye

and telling you the truth.
That wasn't always the

popular answer but you
could take it to the bank.

Oh, how we long for
politicians like Dick.

He set an incredible
example for us all.

I can think of no better
attributes a person could
possess than Truth and
Honesty.

I know I will never for-
get the lessons I learned
from this incredible man
and consider it an honour
to have known him.

Steve Hinder
Aurora
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130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome

Greal Prices 
Dependable Service 
Best Quality 
Fast Delivery 
Monday to Friday

905-726-8415 
abe–emadian@hotmail.com

A to Z Grocery Delivery 
Grocery Delivery 

straight to your doorstep, 
from your local preferred 

Supermarket 

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

Teacher 
Bob McRoberts 

is retiring from Williams.
So, there’s going to be

 a party
to honour him.

It will be held 

Thursday, June 4, 
at Aurora’s Howard Johnson Hotel

beginning at 

5 p.m. 
with appetizers

Gift presentation at 6 p.m.
Admission is $30 for appetizers and gift; 

$15 for gift only.
You must RSVP by May 15

For more information, 
contact Lynn Gardner at 
905-727-3131 ext. 157

or Joe Pagniello at
 joseph.pagniello@yrdsb.edu.on.ca

had to access a nearby
old age home.

It also presented chal-
lenges for garbage collec-
tion, snow removal, and
for trucks delivering to
local businesses.

She said that with the
lot vacant since 1996, res-
idents would love to see
the corner developed, but
what was needed was a
building whose use fit the
space.

Resident Hans Hoyer
claimed the applicant was
taking a three pronged
strategy to get his way, 
by approaching the
Committee of Adjustment,
Council, and the Ontario
Municipal Board (OMB).

He also confirmed the
considerable number of
cars parking in the area,
and urged general com-
mittee not to approve the
motion before them, which
was recommending the
variance be permitted.

Rob Nicolucci, the
architect for the applicant,
noted that the original
design presented six
years earlier had been to
build a larger building cov-
ering both properties, but
then 5 Tyler Street had
been deemed a building of
interest.

Even though the house
had not been officially
designated as historical,
the applicant retained it,
with the result that the
size of the new building
was considerably
reduced.

As for parking, accord-
ing to a consultant the
architect quoted, the cur-
rent proposal for the prop-
er ty only required 26
spaces, while the landlord
allowed 28.

He advised the meeting
that while they would like
to work with staff to come
up with an application
everyone could agree
with, they are fully pre-
pared to take this to an

already scheduled
appearance before the
OMB.

In response to Mayor
Phyllis Morris' question as
to whether any work had
been done to 5 Tyler
Street, she was advised
that the applicant had
already made some
improvements, including
interior renovations, roof
work, and the installation
of new windows.

Echoing the residents'
concerns, Councillor
Evelina MacEachern also
felt that having been
denied by the Committee
of Adjustment, the appli-
cant was doing an end run
through council.

She said it would be
awkward to make a deci-
sion contrary to the
Committee's ruling.

Councillor Wendy
Gardner loved the design
of the building but having
toured the area herself,
agreed residents had a
valid concern with park-
ing.

On the other side of the
argument, Councillor Al
Wilson felt that if town
staff believed the vari-
ances were minor in

nature and were recom-
mending that council
approve the application,
he was comfortable with
that.

Councillor Evelyn Buck
said she was "desperate
to see these sites down-
town developed", and felt
there had to be a compro-
mise.

At this point, the town's
solicitor, Christopher
Cooper, waded in to iden-
tify a contradiction in the
motion that was on the
floor at the time, which
directed town staff to
appear before the OMB, if
required, to argue against
the application.

Since staffers had rec-
ommended that the appli-
cation go forward, Mr.
Cooper felt that they

would be in a conflict if
instructed to argue
against it.

This resulted in several
attempts to get the word-
ing corrected.

Eventually, committee
members agreed on a
motion to maintain the
parking requirements, to
have staff advise on next
steps, and to require the
applicant to address the
parking deficiency
through the site plan
application.

If the applicant is
reluctant to scale back
the design further to meet
the parking requirement,
and a consensus with
council cannot be
reached, the final deci-
sion may be up to the
OMB.

Despite some reluctance from Aurora’s general committee members, fencing went up last week around
a vacant piece of land at the corner of Yonge and Tyler Streets. Developers hope to construct a three-
storey building on the site with retail space on the first floor and apartments above it, but committee
members are worried there isn’t enough parking allocated for the project. The corner has been vacant
for several years. Auroran photo by David Falconer

From page 1

Empty lot proposal 
needs more parking
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Home Show and more - just a toonie
By ROBIN HARDMAN

Home Show  committee member

The Aurora Chamber of
Commerce has always delivered a
great Home Show and this year
promises to do it again.

What's new at the Aurora Home
Show and Outdoor Living Expo this
year?

Well, the admission for one thing.
It's just $2!

The featured Outdoor Living area
offers you some great ideas for
expanding your recreation space into
the great outdoors.

Whether you're interested in a
pool, hot tub, gazebo or outdoor
kitchen, the outdoor living area,
designed by Jack Roeleveld of Jack's
Landscaping, is inspiring.

"We've got quite a variety of
exhibitors and activities this year,"
said Chamber Event Manager Nancy
Eveleigh Browne. "It's going to be a
great show. We've even got a clown
and a magician booked to keep the
kids entertained on Saturday and
Sunday."

"It takes a tremendous amount of
work to coordinate the Aurora Home
Show," said Home Show Committee
Chair Robin Taylor-Smith. "We've
been fortunate to have a committee of
seasoned Chamber members help-
ing with all of the work this year.You'll
likely see volunteers Diane
Buchanan, Brian North, Jack
Roeleveld, Robin Hardman, George
Hughes and myself continuing to
work along with Chamber staff
Michael Keith, Nancy Eveleigh
Browne and Caroline Rusnell the
weekend of the show.

"The local business community is
a strong supporter of our Home Show
too with fabulous exhibits," she said.
"I'd especially like to thank
PowerStream, Lenard Lind of L.H.
Lind Realty, Susan, John and Andrew
Cowen of ReMax York Group, and
Pace Credit Union for their most gen-
erous sponsorships of our show
events.”

The Aurora Home Show and
Outdoor Living Expo will be held April
17, 2 p.m. to 9 p.m; April 18, 9 a.m. to
6 p.m. and April 19, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
at the Aurora Community Centre on
Aurora Heights Drive.

Another kind of Garden featured
The 2009 Aurora Home Show

will be hosting a different kind of
garden display this year - a beer
garden.

This will be held upstairs in the
auditorium of the Community
Centre during all three days of the

show.
"We're planning for a place to

grab a bite, some refreshments,
and entertainment", said Diane
Buchanan of the Home Show
Committee. "We've been able to
make this happen through a great

working relationship among the
Chamber, the Aurora Optimists and
the Town of Aurora."

Folk singer John Lemme will be
in the Oudoor Living Expo in Arena
2 to entertain Friday and Sunday,
and rock band Delayne Drive will

entertain upstairs in the beer gar-
den on Saturday.

Join friends and neighbours for a
little entertainment and some great
outdoor living at the 2009 Aurora
Home Show & Outdoor Living
Expo, April 17, 18 and 19.

FRIDAY, APRIL 17TH
2 PM – 9 PM

SATURDAY, APRIL 18TH
9 AM – 6 PM

SUNDAY, APRIL 19TH 
10 AM – 5 PM

YO U R  G U I D E  TO  M O R E  T H A N  1 5 0  E X H I B I TO R  B O OT H S

SHOW OPENS FRIDAY
See exhibitor map 
on pages 12 & 13

Preparing for this year’s Aurora Chamber of Commerce Home Show and Outdoor Living Expo are, left to right, Simon
Roeleveld, Nancy Eveleigh Browne of The Chamber, Jack Roeleveld of Jack’s Landscaping, Carl Roeleveld and Scott
Buisman manning the trailer and Robin Taylor-Smith, Chair of the Home Show Committee, preparing to unload a barbeque
with the tractor. Show opens Friday.
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NEWMARKET SHOWROOM
16700 Bayview Ave. Unit 15

Newmarket 905.853.9400
www.northerncomfortwindows.com

BARRIE SHOWROOM
556 Bryne Dr. Unit 7 

Barrie 705.733.9600

Garden Doors

Porch Enclosures

Bow Windows

Bay Windows

Replacement & New 
Construction Windows

Front Door Systems

MAKE 36 Equal 
Payments Interest FREE

(O.A.C.)

Voted BEST Window Company
TWICE in BARRIE’S TOP CHOICEAWARDS

0%
OR

20%
OFF

 All Installed Energy Star 
Windows & Doors

es Bay Windows0%
Spring Saler

Bow Win

ririningng SaSaallell
Warm up with    

our

PLUS No GST on orders over $5000
Hurry In! Limited time offer!
Call Now For A Free In-Home Estimate

Decor shops featured at Home Show
The Town of Aurora,

Community Planning
Division and Economic
Development Office, and
local home decor shops
plan to have a booth at
the Aurora Home Show
and Outdoor Living Expo
to launch a new initiative.

Decor Aurora emerged
out of a growing awar-
ness that Downtown
Aurora and the nearby
vicinity is becoming very
much a centre for Home
Decor related shops and
businesses.

Currently, there are
about 20 businesses in

the downtown and imme-
diate surrounding area
that are related in some
way to the home decor
industry; some sell ar t
and furnishings, others
antiques, paints, wallpa-
pers and tiles.

It became clear that
downtown Aurora has the
potential to become a
destination for those
seeking to enhance and
decorate their homes
and businesses and that
by working together,
stores and the Town
could help raise aware-
ness of the excellent

shopping experience
here.

In the future the initia-
tive might inspire coordi-
nated marketing cam-
paigns, special sale
days, and other themes
to promote interest in the
successful Home Decor
focussed retail environ-
ment that is emerging
downtown.

A number of these
home decor shops are
located in interesting his-
toric buildings which fur-
ther adds to the visitor
experience.

JacKryn France, locat-

ed in the historic Smith
House on Well ington
Street and Casa Luna on
Yonge Street, are among
those leading the charge
with this initiative.

Other histor ic home
decor related shops in
Aurora's downtown
include Caruso and
Company - Aurora's old-
est continually operated
business and one of
Ontario's best preserved
historic stores, Bluetiful
Living in the histor ic
Grimshaw House on
Mosley Street,
Pomegranates and

Clementines in the
reconstructed Atkinson
Store, and Mac Fleming
Paint and Wallpaper,
located in the histor ic
Oddfellows Block on
Yonge Street.

There is cer tainly
much optimism about the
potential that this collab-
orative initiative and pos-
itive trend holds.

As other successful
main streets l ike
Unionville  have shown
(Unionvil le marketed
itself as the Antique
Capital as Canada which
was a major factor in its

revival in the 80s and
90s and current suc-
cess), through working
together to promote what
they do well, downtowns
can become successful,
and attract other busi-
ness and investmment.

People interested in
learning more about the
decor focussed shops of
Downtown Aurora can
visit the Decor Aurora
booth at the Aurora
Home Show and Outdoor
Living Expo, April 17th,
18th and 19th at the
Aurora Community
Centre.

AURORA HOME SHOW 2009 SPECIAL– 8 Page Pull  Out Section 

Bluetiful Living JacKryn France
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York Region

905.642.9522
Durham Region

905.862.0414
Toll Free

1.866.265.0551
www.jonespools.com

“We are more than just a pool company”

See You at the Home Show!

The possibilities are endless with inground vinyl pools.
Jones Pools will plan and complete your entire backyard project. The quality construction of a
vinyl pool is just part of our company’s complete customer service. Jones Pool’s vast areas of
expertise have given customers the convenient and cost effective option of a complete backyard
solution, all within one company. We can provide and create everything needed to complete your
dream backyard, with very few limitations, in a short time.

• In Ground Vinyl Pool Installations
• Pattern Concrete Decks & Patios
• Cabanas & Pool Sheds
• Renovations
• Liner Replacement
• Sonic Leak Detection
• Openings & Closings
• Service Repairs

• Heater Maintenance
• Solar Heating
• Landscape
• Walkways
• Wood Decks & Fencing
• Retaining Walls
• Water Features
AND MUCH MORE...

backyardsolution
complete

the

Lenard H. Lind, Broker of Record/Owner
15105 Yonge St., #100 Aurora, ON
905-841-0000    416-410-8223
Lenard@lhlindrealty
www.lenardlindrealty.com

BROKERAGE

Lenard H. Lind, Broker of Record/Owner
15105 Yonge St., #100 Aurora, ON
905-841-0000    416-410-8223
Lenard@lhlindrealty
www.lenardlindrealty.com

Aurora Community Centre 

Balloons, Lollipops 
& Face Painting for the kids!

April 17, 18, and 19

Visit the Show
before it opens

Are you interested in getting a sneak peek at the 
2009 Aurora 

Chamber of Commerce Home Show
before the doors open?  

You can this year - at least virtually. 
For the first time in the history of the Home Show, 
the Home Show committee has arranged for the 

Home Show to have a website of its own.
"More and more, people are looking to the web for 

information and activities", said Committee Chair and
Chamber Director Robin Taylor-Smith. 

"It's a way we can add additional value to our sponsors,
exhibitors and the local community as well."

You can check out the website at 
www.aurorahomeshow.ca.

It's full of key information such as the time 
and place for the show and events.

You'll also see a list of exhibitors and map so you 
can work your way through to gather all the information

you need to complete your 2009 home improvements.

And if you need information about the 
Home Renovation Tax Credit,

you'll find the information you need there, too.  
The website was designed, built and sponsored by 2009 

Aurora Chamber of Commerce Business Achievement Award
Winner, Treefrog Interactive Inc.  

AURORA HOME SHOW 2009 SPECIAL– 8 Page Pull  Out Section 
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Funds raised will be used to send  children 
to the Easter Seals Camp
Funds raised will be used to send children 
to the Easter Seals Camp

• The Chamber of Commerce• The Chamber of Commerce
  Home Show April 17 - 19  Home Show April 17 - 19
• from any Rotarian• from any Rotarian
• call 905-841-1352• call 905-841-1352

• The Chamber of Commerce
  Home Show April 17 - 19
• from any Rotarian
• call 905-841-1352

thth

The 4th AnnualThe 4th Annual

91

Booth # 111Booth # 111

AURORA HOME SHOW 2009 SPECIAL– 8 Page Pull  Out Section 
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We are here to serve you!
Hours: Mon. - Fri., 8:30 - 4:30 p.m. 
16600 Bayview Avenue., Suite 206, Newmarket ON L3X 1Z9

16600 Bayview Ave., Suite 206
Newmarket ON  L3X 1Z9
www.loisbrown.ca

Serving you in Newmarket-Aurora

or request a copy at: (905)-953-7515 BrownLo@parl.gc.ca

Look for your booklet in the mail

“Helping you pay less tax”

Take full advantage of the available tax 
savings on your 2008 return

AURORA HOME SHOW
and enter your name for a chance to 

        

Sales Representatives 
Century 21 Heritage Group Ltd. 

Booth Number 27, Arena 1 

We look forward to seeing you!

Be sure to visit us 
this weekend at the 

Win

Merilyn McCart
416-809-8752

Judy Kendall
416-258-9579

AIR MILES 

TheAuroran.com

We would like you to be a part of it. We want to include your business in our MARKETPLACE.
to claim your FREE space Go to 

Visit us at the 

BUSINESS

LISTING

www.TheAuroran.com 
in our 

Each listing will include: 

 
and we want to provide 

your customers, 
and potential customers 

with as much 
up-to-date information 

about your business 
as possible.

  

MARKETPLACE

We invite you to enter your business 
on our NEW website

We look forward to 
providing your business with 

another very exciting 
and timely 

marketing vehicle. 
 

information Your Name 
Business Name 
Address, phone number 
Fax, Email and website. 

It’s all about visibility and  

Free
We are now on step one of our new website; it is so cutting-edge, so innovative we will just keep surprising you. 

AURORA HOME SHOW
Booth # 111

www.TheAuroran.com 

Free
DRAW

FreeDRAW

AURORA HOME SHOW 2009 SPECIAL– 8 Page Pull  Out Section 
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It’s time...

Beat the rush
come get 
them done, 
and we 
will have 
you 
on the run.

Only 

With this coupon 
Most cars and vans

59 $ 99

TO CHANGE YOUR TIRES!

297 Wellington St. E., Aurora,
West of Bayview 

905-841-8105

135 Davis Drive, Newmarket,
East of Yonge, North Side

905-657-1101
10695 Yonge St.,
Richmond Hill,

905-884-8124

3805 Scarborough Ave. East
Agincourt

416-292-6113
www.fixmycar.ca

✁
✁

Due to last week’s surprise snowstorm this offer has been
extended to April 21, 2009

BY IAN SWEET 

Most everyone is familiar
with the courageous exploits
of "the few"; those daring
pilots who won the epic
"Battle of Britain" during
World War II.

But what of those who
worked under extreme battle-
field conditions to repair and
salvage these aircraft?

This is a story of one such
unit, the 419 Repair and
Salvage Unit (RSU) of the
Royal Canadian Air Force
(RCAF).

In January, 1944, 300
men and officers from every
part of Canada, including
Leading Aircraftman (LAC)
Ansel Alexander Ault of
Aurora, found themselves in
the cold wet climate of Royal
Air Force Station Kenley,
south of London.

As part of the impending
invasion of the European
continent, 419 RSU was
formed to be part of the 2nd
Tactical Air Force and which
was to give technical support
to two new RCAF Wings.

With the actual date of the
invasion still a closely guard-
ed secret, the unit's training
began in earnest, with
mechanics going on courses
and visiting aircraft factories
to learn everything from the
latest techniques in engine
and airframe repair, to learn-
ing how to pack parachutes
and dinghies, map reading,
and methods of preparing
meals for the unit's personnel
in the field.

In his account of 419
RSU, Wing Commander
William (Bill) Skelding noted
that with Kenley being an
RAF establishment, the
Canadians were watched
quite carefully as everyone
expected the "Canadians to
live up to their World War I
reputation of being allergic to

discipline”.
However, it appears that

the only habit that was
frowned upon was when
some airmen, in their
attempts to keep warm in the
damp climate, took to burn-
ing everything that they could
get their hands on, including
shelves, gates and even the
Station's fencing! 

As the 419's men
returned from their courses,
the Unit was organized into
sections and workshops
such as: headquarters,
stores, kitchen, sanitation,
aircraft repair, salvage, trans-
port and workshops including
welding, armament, pro-
pellers, tire, wireless (radio),
radiator and engine repair.

All were completely
mobile with each section's
shops and equipment being
mounted on vehicles. Work
on the aircraft was all done
outdoors and would continue
that way until the end of the
war.

The Unit sailed from
Southern England, landing
on the beaches of France on
D Day plus 14 and immedi-
ately inland to the village
Creully to begin work on the
many damaged Hawker
Typhoons that had been
brought to the airstrip.

Numerous recovery par-
ties ventured out into the still
contested countryside to sal-
vage aircraft and these per-
sonnel earned many acco-
lades from both the Army
and Air Force for their effi-
ciency, keenness, and devo-
tion to duty, servicing of air-
craft under very arduous bat-
tlefield conditions.

The Unit's official history
stated that "by July, in dusty
conditions, Air Force uni-
forms looked much like those
worn by the German sol-
diers, so the Equipment
Section obtained sufficient

The story of the men who repaired aircraft
Aurora Legion News

khaki dress for a complete
issue to all ranks."

No doubt the threat of
being shot by one's own side
when out looking for downed
aircraft was on everyone's
mind.

419 RSU was kept busy
and on the move following
the Allied advance as it
moved through Normandy
and by September, 1944,
419 found itself in Holland.

Because of the swiftness
of the advance, the Unit was
able to take advantage of
recently captured German
rations of fresh meat and
vegetables, a much welcome
change from the British hard
rations that they had received
to this point in the campaign.

Work now involved not
only Canadian, British and
New Zealand aircraft, but
also those of the United
States Army Air Corps as
well as abandoned German
planes.

By this time, the Unit was
supporting the Canadians in
their fierce struggle to gain
control of the Scheldt from
the very determined German
army.

The weather was miser-
able, cold and wet, but with
leaking tents, the unit contin-
ued with its duties, all the

while despite the added dan-
ger from German V1 and V2
"Vengeance" rocket attacks.

One bright moment came
with the visit to 419 of King
George VI, who was escort-
ed by General Montgomery
"Monty" himself.

Christmas 1944 found the
Unit in Volkel, Holland, a des-
olate area which had no
buildings or overhead protec-
tion whatsoever.

Bone numbing cold and
mud were a constant com-
panion during these bleak
months.

With little by way of winter
clothing or accommodation
for the unit's personnel, "Four
One Niner" as it was affec-
tionately called, soldiered on
repairing and salvaging the
results of battle.

By Christmas, some build-
ings had been built for the
airmen and this was most
welcome.

However, New Year's
1945 found the Unit being
attacked by German aircraft
with one airman recounting
later that the enemy pilot flew
so low and close to him that
he swore he had blue eyes!

Damaged aircraft contin-
ued to pour in to the Unit and
all personnel were kept busy
day and night, but not too

busy not to engage in a
game of hockey in which 419
lost a spirited contest to 126
Wing. Unit records show that
in the period from January to
March, 1945, 104 aircraft
were repaired and a further
88 were salvaged by the
Unit.

By April, 419 received
orders to move across the
Rhine River and into
Germany to the town of
Hopsten, an area which still
teemed with German sol-
diers on the retreat.

All was not bad, however,
as the Unit received its first
issue of German beer on
April 22nd.

May 4, marked the surren-
der of all German forces in
Northwest Germany, Holland
and finally on May 8th,
Victory in Europe (VE) was
declared.

On August 17, 1945, 419
RSU was officially disband-
ed. During their brief history,
they achieved a record of
service that was second to
none with 431 aircraft repairs
made; 237 salvages; 2691
parachutes and dinghies
packed, 29 of which were
successfully used by pilots
who had parachuted from
their damaged aircraft in bat-
tle.

One interesting note here
is that after LAC Ault was
repatriated back to Canada
in the fall of 1945 and just
newly married, he was once
again off to help build the
Alaskan Highway! My sin-
cere thanks to Aurora resi-
dent, Mrs. Ada Ault, for
whose husband this article is
dedicated, for sharing her
memories, letters and photos
with the author.

Aurora’s LAC Ansel Ault, left above, and friend packing a parachute "somewhere in France", 1944, (left) while workers salvage 
a battle-damaged Hawker Typhoon in France, 1944, in photo at right.
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Saturday May 2 7:30pm 
Royal Canadian Legion 

105 Industrial Pkwy N., Aurora 
$15.00 

905-841-2515 

GORDON LIGHTFOOT
Tribute 

www.lightfoottribute.ca 



AURORA DIGGERS 

REGISTER NOW
Rep. & House League Softball 

Further information call Lois 

905-727-8089

www.auroradiggersgirlssoftball.ca

GIRLS SOFTBALL 

 
10 am until 1 pm 

at the 
Aurora Public Library 

15145 Yonge St., Aurora 

 
10 am until 1 pm 

at the 
Aurora Public Library 

15145 Yonge St., Aurora 

Saturday, 
April 18th, 2009

Discount

RATES
without discount

SERVICE.
It’s no accident more
people trust State Farm
to insure their cars. 
Call today.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 
Canadian Head Office: Aurora, Ontario

PO50068CN  02/05

Allan Cruickshank CFP FLMI, Agent
300 Wellington St E
Aurora, ON L4G 1J5
Bus: 905-727-2749

www.allancruickshank.com
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SPORTS

Monday night men’s hockey wrapped up its season Monday with Law Insurance emerging as the win-
ner, defeating Priestly Demolition 2-1 in the final.The winning team is made up of, back row, left to right,
Scott Pouge, Ken Fisher, John Leeder, Brad Wilson, Bruce Ing, Mark Inglis and Brian McCartney. In the
middle row, left to right, are Dwayne Smith, Raz Khamissa, Gord Lee and Dan Cote. Gary Baxter is in the
front. Missing when the photo was taken were Murray Campbell and Frank Balkovec.

Fat ball report greets committee
When Aurora Council

requested in January that
staff provide additional
information on a pro-
posed baseball diamond,
they weren't expecting
168 pages' worth.

But that's what they
had to wade through for
the general committee
last Tuesday, and they
weren't happy about it.

What they were hoping
to see was both an expla-
nation as to how the cost
for the facility proposed
behind the new Stronach
Rec Centre had escalat-
ed from $600,000 in
2008 to almost
$1,700,000 in ear ly
2009, as well as
responses to other ques-
tions regarding the future
use of the entire proper-
ty.

Council lor Al Wilson
noted that the package
contained only three
pages of new informa-
tion.

All the other pages he
had claimed to have seen
before.

Similar sentiments
were echoed by other
members of council,
many of whom specifical-
ly pointed out pages that
appeared more than
once.

But it was Councillor
Evelina MacEachern who
voiced the greatest frus-
tration.

According to her, the
report not only had a lot
of duplication, but infor-
mation that was no
longer relevant to the

current discussions.
She also questioned

the continued presence
of a soccer field in the
drawings, when she said
that council's direction to
staff was to focus solely
on the baseball diamond.

She said that despite
the report's length, there
were a number of coun-
cil's concerns that were
not addressed, including
use of the nearby Magna
lands which were being
obtained by the town,
how much space the
facil i ty would occupy,
what the Aurora Minor
Baseball Association
could do to help bring
down the costs, and
some clar ity on the
expected operating costs
and revenues.

She also questioned
why there was no men-
tion of the town's recent
Master Recreation Plan
recommendation that a
new baseball diamond
not be constructed until
2013.

She said the repor t
had gone "off the rails",
and wasted a lot of time.

In staff 's defence,
Leisure Services Director
Al Downey noted that
grading the lands adja-
cent to the baseball dia-
mond would be required
for any future use, not
just for soccer.

If council wanted, that
element could be
removed from the pro-
posal, but he wouldn't
recommend it.

Mayor Phyll is Morr is

said she'd hoped council
would be receiving a suc-
cinct synopsis answering
the questions that had
been posed in January.

Clearly unhappy with
the size and content of
the report, she asked the
town's CAO, Neil Garbe,
what vett ing process
occurred to repor ts
before they came to
council.

The response was that
some council lors had
commented that they had
not seen various materi-
als on this issue during
previous discussions.

Staff members there-
fore wanted to ensure
councillors had all of the
background information

on this project.
Since there were

updated versions of the
different reports over the
past year, there was
inevitably some duplica-
tion in the materials.

The recommendation
that was before general
committee was to receive
the report and direct staff
to proceed with the
preparation of tender
documents and public
tender of the project.

But that obviously
wasn't going to happen
Tuesday.

Instead, the motion
proposed by Mayor
Morris was that the CAO
prepare a brief summary
of the pros and cons of

the project.
One councillor  hoped

this time it would be "leg-
ible".

Panther midgets
win gold medal

The Aurora Panthers Midget
BB team won a gold medal
Sunday, April 5th at the Lower
Lakes Female Hockey League
Championships.

The event was held in
Oshawa.

The Panthers, who finished at
the top of the North Central divi-
sion this year, beat Kingston 2-1
in the semi-final game on Sunday
morning to put them into the gold
medal game.

Facing the Ki tchener
Rangers Sunday afternoon, the
Aurora team won the final game
5-3.

The win earned them the gold
medal.

The team finshed a success-
ful season winning 14 of their
games, losing four and tieing two.

Participating in the game
were Michele Todd, Lexy
Baggley, Hayley MacNeil, Taryn
Deasley, Sarah Guerin,
Stephanie Donaher, Brittany
Stoneman, Sarah Horton,
Jacqueline Michie, Jade
Herrington, Megan Mort,

Vanessa Partland, Danielle
Coldwell, Taylor Hunt, Alicia Todd
and Liesel Schweighardt.

Brian Donaher is the head
coach while David Deasley is the
assistant.

The team’s two trainers are
Sheila Stoneman and Karyn
Horton.
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nuS90-rpA-62 A A ecivoNMP 03:1MP 00:21ECR A 1002
noM90-rpA-72 A A ecivoNMP 03:7MP 00:6WCR A 1002
uhT90-rpA-03 A A ecivoNMP 03:7MP 00:6WCR A 1002
taS90-yaM-2 A  ecivoNMP 03:1MP 00:21ECR A 1002
nuS90-yaM-3 A  ecivoNMA 00:01MA 03:8ECR A 1002
euT90-yaM-5 A  ecivoNMP 03:7MP 00:6ECR A 1002
irF90-yaM-8 A EA ecivoNMP 03:7MP 00:6WCR 1002
taS90-yaM-9 A EA ecivoNMP 03:4MP 00:3WCR 1002
euT90-yaM-21 A EA ecivoNMP 00:8MP 03:6WCR 1002

nuS90-rpA-62 A MP 03:4MP 00:3ECR A A mot A 9991
noM90-rpA-72 A MP 00:8MP 03:6ECR A A mot A 9991
euT90-rpA-82 A MP 03:7MP 00:6ECR A A mot A 9991
taS90-yaM-2 A MP 00:3MP 03:1ECR A mot A 9991
nuS90-yaM-3 A MA 03:11MA 00:01ECR A mot A 9991
euT90-yaM-5 A MP 00:8MP 03:6WCR A mot A 9991
irF90-yaM-8 A MP 00:9MP 03:7ECR A EA mot 9991
taS90-yaM-9 A MP 00:2MP 03:21ECR A EA mot 9991
noM90-yaM-11 A MP 00:8MP 03:6WCR A EA mot 9991

nuS90-rpA-62 A A motA MMP 00:3MP 03:1ECR A 0002
deW90-rpA-92 A A motA MMP 00:9MP 03:7ECR A 0002
irF90-yaM-1 A A motA MMP 03:7MP 00:6ECR A 0002
taS90-yaM-2 A  motA MMP 54:2MP 51:1WCR A 0002
noM90-yaM-4 A  motA MMP 03:7MP 00:6ECR A 0002
deW90-yaM-6 A  motA MMP 03:7MP 00:6ECR A 0002
uhT90-yaM-7 A EA motA MMP 03:7MP 00:6WCR 0002
taS90-yaM-9 A EA motA MMA 03:01MA 00:9WCR 0002
deW90-yaM-31 A EA motA MMP 00:9MP 03:7WCR 0002

etaD yaD A aner tratS dnE maeT aeY htriB r

irF90-yaM-8 A celeS ekyTMP 03:7MP 00:6ECR t 2002
taS90-yaM-9 A celeS ekyTMP 00:6MP 03:4WCR t 2002
uhT90-yaM-41 A celeS ekyTMP 00:8MP 03:6WCR t 2002

nuS90-rpA-62 A A eeweeP MMP 00:6MP 03:4ECR A 8991
euT90-rpA-82 A A eeweeP MMP 00:9MP 03:7ECR A 8991
uhT90-rpA-03 A A eeweeP MMP 00:9MP 03:7ECR A 8991
irF90-yaM-1 A  eeweeP MMP 00:8MP 03:6WCR A 8991
taS90-yaM-2 A  eeweeP MMP 51:4MP 54:2WCR A 8991
noM90-yaM-4 A  eeweeP MMP 00:9MP 03:7ECR A 8991
uhT90-yaM-7 A EA eeweeP MMP 00:9MP 03:7WCR 8991
taS90-yaM-9 A EA eeweeP MMP 00:21MA 03:01WCR 8991
irF90-yaM-51 A EA eeweeP MMP 03:8MP 00:7ECR 8991

nuS90-rpA-62 A A eeweePMP 03:7MP 00:6ECR A 7991
noM90-rpA-72 A A eeweePMP 00:9MP 03:7WCR A 7991
deW90-rpA-92 A A eeweePMP 00:9MP 03:7WCR A 7991
taS90-yaM-2 A  eeweePMP 03:4MP 00:3ECR A 7991
nuS90-yaM-3 A  eeweePMP 00:1MA 03:11ECR A 7991
euT90-yaM-5 A  eeweePMP 00:9MP 03:7ECR A 7991
irF90-yaM-8 A EA eeweePMP 00:9MP 03:7WCR 7991
taS90-yaM-9 A EA eeweePMP 03:3MP 00:2ECR 7991
uhT90-yaM-41 A EA eeweePMP 03:9MP 00:8WCR 7991

nuS90-rpA-62 A A matnaB MMP 03:6MP 00:5WCR A 6991
noM90-rpA-72 A A matnaB MMP 03:9MP 00:8ECR A 6991
euT90-rpA-82 A A matnaB MMP 00:8MP 03:6WCR A 6991
taS90-yaM-2 A  matnaB MMP 54:5MP 51:4WCR A 6991
noM90-yaM-4 A  matnaB MMP 00:8MP 03:6WCR A 6991
deW90-yaM-6 A  matnaB MMP 00:9MP 03:7ECR A 6991
uhT90-yaM-7 A EA matnaB MMP 00:9MP 03:7ECR 6991
taS90-yaM-9 A EA matnaB MMP 03:1MP 00:21WCR 6991
euT90-yaM-21 A EA matnaB MMP 03:9MP 00:8WCR 6991

nuS90-rpA-62 A A matnaBMP 00:9MP 03:7ECR A 5991
deW90-rpA-92 A A matnaBMP 03:01MP 00:9ECR A 5991
uhT90-rpA-03 A A matnaBMP 00:9MP 03:7WCR A 5991
irF90-yaM-1 A  matnaBMP 03:9MP 00:8WCR A 5991
taS90-yaM-2 A  matnaBMP 00:6MP 03:4ECR A 5991
nuS90-yaM-3 A  matnaBMP 03:2MP 00:1ECR A 5991
irF90-yaM-8 A EA matnaBMP 03:01MP 00:9ECR 5991
taS90-yaM-9 A EA matnaBMP 00:3MP 03:1WCR 5991
irF90-yaM-51 A EA matnaBMP 00:01MP 03:8ECR 5991

nuS90-rpA-62 A A tegdiM MMP 00:8MP 03:6WCR A 4991
noM90-rpA-72 A A tegdiM MMP 03:01MP 00:9WCR A 4991
irF90-yaM-1 A A tegdiM MMP 00:9MP 03:7ECR A 4991
taS90-yaM-2 A  tegdiM MMP 03:7MP 00:6ECR A 4991
noM90-yaM-4 A  tegdiM MMP 03:9MP 00:8WCR A 4991
euT90-yaM-5 A  tegdiM MMP 03:9MP 00:8WCR A 4991
deW90-yaM-6 A EA tegdiM MMP 00:9MP 03:7WCR 4991
noM90-yaM-11 A EA tegdiM MMP 03:9MP 00:8WCR 4991
deW90-yaM-31 A EA tegdiM MMP 03:01MP 00:9WCR 4991

The AMHA is currently accepting on-line registration.
To register on-line please visit our website at
www.auroraminorhockey.net and click on the
“registration info” tab and follow the instructions. We
will also be registering players in the AMHA hockey
office located at ACC1 during AMHA Rep tryouts.

In office dates are as follows;

Mon: Apr 27 & May 4 from 7-9 PM
Wed: Apr 29 & May 6 from 7-9 PM
Sat: May 2 & May 9 from 10 AM-1 PM

ALL Players MUST be registered and 
paid for with the AMHA before they 

can attend any tryouts

Visa, Mastercard, Debit, Cheques 
and Cash are accepted

The Aurora Tigers Minor Atom AE team, above, were successful in the East Gwillimbury Spring Fling
hockey tournament recently, when they edged Georgian 3-2 in the final game.
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THIS AND 
THAT CAFÉ 

THIS AND THAT

Coffee, 
Homemade

Muffins
& 

Cookies

You can even sit outside 
                        if you wish. 

We look forward to seeing you at: 15226A Yonge Street 
Behind Thomspon’s Furniture Parking in behind off Temperance St. 

               A great spot 
to sit and chat, hold a 
meeting, or browse 
through our unique 
     collection of items 
         we have for sale; 
    books, antiques, all 
     kinds of nic nacks...
 as well as 

It was standing room only Wednesday afternoon
as the Aurora Legion held a tribute to the late Dick
Illingworth, who died in hospital two weeks ago.
Included in the ceremonies were Sarah Kyle and
Joe Likuski who sang, above. At right, Dick’s
daughter Suzanne, shares a moment with her step
brother Richard, who arrived from Nelson, British
Columbia, to participate in the ceremony. About
300 people attended the afternoon event, including
a number of politicians. Illingworth served as
Aurora mayor twice in his career, and was a jour-
nalist for The Auroran when he died.

Auroran photos by David Falconer



Wells Street PS Accommodation Review 
On September 25, 2008, the Board of Trustees for the York Region District 
School Board approved the formation of an Accommodation Review Committee 
(ARC) for the area served by Wells Street Public School.  The ARC has studied 
accommodation options related to the school and consulted broadly with the 
community.  The ARC prepared a report and recommendations which were 
forwarded to the Director of Education on March 27, 2009.  The ARC Report, 
along with a Staff Report, will be considered by trustees beginning April 30, 2009.  
Following additional public consultations, trustees will make a final decision on 
the future of the school on September 24, 2009.

Schedule of Future Public Meetings and Report Dates

NOTE: This listing was revised on April 8, 2009 to reflect changes to the schedule of 
upcoming meetings affecting Wells Street PS.  Changes were made to ensure optimal 
attendance by Board trustees and members of municipal council.  The changes also 
provide an additional opportunity for Aurora residents to express their views about the 
school directly to trustees. 

DATE  ACTIVITY  LOCATION  TIME  PUBLIC INPUT
March 27/09 Accommodation 

Review
Committee
(ARC) Report to 
Director of 
Education

 complete  

April 30/09 Staff Report 
and ARC 
Report to Board 

Boardroom 8:00 p.m. public 
delegations by 
arrangement * 

June 15/09 Trustee Public 
Meeting

Dr. G.W. 
Williams SS 

7:00 p.m. public 
comments and 
questions

July 6/09 Revised Staff 
Report to Board 

Boardroom 8:00 p.m. public 
delegations by 
arrangement * 

Sept. 14/09 Board Standing 
Committee

Boardroom 7:00 p.m. public 
delegations by 
arrangement * 

Sept. 24/09 Board Meeting - 
decision date 

Boardroom 8:00 p.m. no public 
delegations  

*To arrange to make a delegation concerning the future of Wells Street PS at a public session of the York 
Region District School Board, please contact Mrs. Lori Barnes at lori.barnes@yrdsb.edu.on.ca or call 

(905) 727-0022 ext. 2263

THE DIGNITY
I DESERVE

Park Place Manor
retirement residence

15055 Yonge St., Aurora, ON

Call 905-727-2952

In every smile and every interaction,
you’ll find the dignity you deserve.

www.chartwellreit.ca

“The services are great and the 
activities are wonderful, but the way 
I am treated is the greatest gift of all.”

We are proud of all the comforts and
conveniences we offer, but what we are
most proud of, is our staff. They were
chosen for their compassion, as much
as their skill.

TheAuroran.com

...is all about visibility

and claim your FREE space

We would like you to be a part of it. 
We want to include your business in our MARKETPLACE.

Go to www.theauroran.com 

We are now on step one of our new website; it is so cutting-edge, so innovative we will just keep surprising you. 

Businesses only please.

FREE BUSINESS LISTING

Meet at Martha's Table, at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church, every Thursday from
11.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. Hot soup, sandwiches,
and dessert will be provided. Any funds raised
go to local charities.

TUESDAY, APRIL 14
Aurora Public Library with Canada

Revenue, is hosting free income tax clinics with
trained community volunteers. This is an
income-based service (individual $20,000/fam-
ily $25,000). By appointment only, from 6.30
p.m. to 8.30 p.m. Register at the Adult
Information Desk, or call 905-727-9493 option
4 for more information.

THURSDAY, APRIL 16
Gardening Workshop with Master

Gardener, Elizabeth Brims. Aurora Public
Library hosts a free seminar at 7 p.m. in the
Magna Room. Pre-register at the Adult
Information Desk or call 905-727-9493, option
4 for more information.

SATURDAY, APRIL 18
Enjoy a mellow evening of music, poetry,

and stories. Take part in a family-oriented cof-
fee house featuring home-baked treats in St.
Andrew's Hall, on Victoria Street. Enter at
Victoria Street. The event, in aid of a War Child
Canada project, begins at 7.30 p.m. Admission
is $5 per person.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22
Aurora Public Library, with Canada

Revenue, is hosting free income tax clinics with
trained community volunteers. This is 
an income-based service (individual
$20,000/family $25,000). By appointment only
from 6.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. Register at the
Adult Information Desk, or call 905-727-9493
option 4 for more information.

* * * *
Annual Hisorica Fair happens today at

Aurora’s St. Andrew’s College on Yonge Street.
Awards ceremony and public open house
begins at 6 p.m.

THURSDAY, APRIL 23
Aurora Chamber of Commerce Luncheon

will be a joint event with the Newmarket
Chamber of Commerce and Human Resources
Professionals of York Region at Oakview
Terrace, 13256 Leslie Street, Richmond Hill.
Showcase starts at 11.30 a.m. and lunch will
be served at 12.15 p.m.

FRIDAY, APRIL 24
Aurora United Church annual Spring rum-

mage sale takes place today from 1 p.m. to 8
p.m. at the church, 15186 Yonge Street at Tyler.
Proceeds from the sale go back into the Aurora
community through women and men shelters
and the Welcoming Arms project.

SATURDAY, APRIL 25 
Aurora United Church annual Spring rum-

mage sale takes place today from 9 a.m. to
noon at the church, 15186 Yonge Street at
Tyler. Proceeds from the sale go back into the
Aurora community through women and men
shelters and the Welcoming Arms project.

MONDAY, APRIL 27
Aurora Writers Group monthly meeting at

the Aurora Town Hall beginning at 7.30 p.m.
New members 18 and over are welcome.
For further information, call Malcolm 

at 905-898-5484.
THURSDAY, APRIL 30

Staff report and ARC report to the Board re
the fate of Wells Street School happens in the

Boardroom at 8 p.m. If you wish dele-
gation status, contact Mrs. Lori Barnes at
lori.barnes@yrdsb.edu.on.ca or call (905)727-
0022 ext. 2263.

* * * *
Aurora Chamber of Commerce networking

event is a Business After Five from 5.30 to 7,30
p.m. at the Town of Aurora Skylight Gallery
Annual Art Show and Sale, 1 Municipal Drive,
Aurora.

MAY 7-8-9
Theatre Williams at Dr. G.W. Williams

Secondary School presents "Once Upon a
Mattress", a musical comedy about the "real"
story of the Princess and the Pea.
Perrformances May 7 and 8 at 7 p.m. and May
9 at 1 p.m. at the school. Tickets are $10 in
advance, $15 at the door.

MAY 7 TO 9
Pine Tree Potters' Guild Spring Pottery Sale

at St. Andrew's Valley Golf Club, 368 St. John's
Sideroad East. All proceeds from the charity
table go to CHATS (Community Home
Assistance to Seniors). For further information,
call 905-727-1278 or click on www.pinetreepot-
ters.ca.

SATURDAY, MAY 9
“Words and Music” is a concert to benefit

the Aurora Writers Group. It will be held at
Trinity Anglican Church in Aurora begining at
7.30 p.m. Live music will include selections
from broadway shows,  60's folk music, and
light classics. Readings from Aurora Storyalis
will be interspersed with the music.

* * * *
The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society

holds a plant sale at the Aurora Public Library,
15145 Yonge Street, from 9 a.m. to noon.

SUNDAY, MAY 10
The Aurora Historical Society hosts a lunch-

eon in the Ballroom of Hillary House in honour
of Mother’s Day. Guests can enjoy a three-
course meal in historic Hillary House. Two seat-
ing times are available: Noon and 1.30 p.m.
Tickets are $18 per person or $16 for Aurora
Historical Society members and must be pur-
chased in advance. For tickets and more infor-
mation call 905-727-8991 or e-mail ahs@auro-
rahs.com.

MONDAY, MAY 11
Aurora Film Circuit presents The

Necessities of Life (Ce qu'il faut pour vivre).
Canada's contender for the 2009 Foreign
Language Oscar - this Canadian film about a
tubercular Inuit man confined to a Quebec
sanatorium is rich in lump-in-the-throat
moments, as he experiences both profound
culture shock and uplifting human connections.
Tickets are $10 and are available at the Aurora
Public Library and R&R Revisited. All screen-
ings take place at the Cineplex Aurora, with
door prize at 6.45 and film at 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, MAY14
Wesley United Church Annual Roast Beef

Dinner has two seatings at 5 p.m. and 6.30
p.m. Adults are $15; children 6-12 yrs $8;
under 6 yrs free, but they must have a ticket.
The church is located at the corner of

COMING EVENTS
Woodbine and Aurora Road. For tickets call
Sherry at 905-853-4915.

* * * *
Aurora Chamber of Commerce annual

Networking Breakfast & New Member Trade
Show at the Royal Canadian Legion, 105
Industrial Parkway North. Members who joined
the Chamber in March, 2008, or later are
encouraged to fill out an application for a free
booth space. Deadline for application submis-
sion is April 22nd, and application forms can be
found on the website at http://www.auro-
rachamber.on.ca/UserFiles/File/Applications/A
pplication%20Form-Trade%20Show-2009.doc.

THURSDAY, JUNE 4
School teacher at Dr. G.W. Williams

Secondary School Bob McRoberts is retiring.
A party will be held today at the Howard
Johnson Hotel on Yonge Street. For details
contact Lynn Gardner at 905-727-3131
ext. 157 or Joe Pagniello at joseph.pagniel-
lo@yrdsb.edu.on.ca, If you plan on attending,
you must RSVP by May 15. Appetizers and
cocktails begin at 5 p.m. with presentations at 6
p.m.

SUNDAY, JUNE 7
Aurora Chamber of Commerce presents the

14th annual Longest Street Sale on the
Longest Street beginning at 11 a.m.

SATURDAY, JUNE 12
Longest lacrosse game in history, starts

today at 5 a.m and continues until 6 p.m.
Saturday, June 13 at the Aurora Community
Centre, Rink #1. The game is being played to
raise awareness and support for the Canadian
Centre for Abuse Awareness (www.abuse-
hurts.com) and the Spirit of the Stick campaign
(www.spiritofthestick.com). In additon to the
longest lacrosse game in history, a silent auc-
tion and a Family Fun day (Saturday) will be in
full swing. Mayors and councillors from Aurora
and Newmarket will play with lacrosse players
from 5 to 6 p.m. Friday. For more information go
to www.laxdove.ca or www.amll.ca.

TUESDAY, JULY 14
Aurora Rotary Club golf tournament at

Westview Golf Club. Shotgun at 10 a.m. $150
per golfer includes lunch and dinner. Call Ron
at 905-727-3300 for details. Participation 
limited.

From page 2
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affo 2 Great
Brands 

1 
Convenient 

Location

Call for delivery: 
905-727-2881 / 416-244-4444

15492 Yonge St. Aurora

15492 Yonge Street 
(next to Howard Johnson) 

Sun - Wed  11 - 9 
Tues. & Thurs. 11 - 10

Fri. - Sat. 11 - 11

Specializing in...
• Asphalt Paving • Interlocking 

• Concrete • Driveways • Parking Lots 
• Walkways & Curbs

• Excavation • Grading 
COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL INDUSTRIAL 

Call Charlie at 416-410-5026

Bathroom 
& Kitchen Accessories

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario
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Aurora’s Marquee readies for 
Anne of Green Gables opening

Aurora’s Marquee
Theatrical Productions will
delight audiences of all
ages with their family musi-
cal, Anne of Green Gables
at the Vaughan City
Playhouse from April 23 to
26, and at the Newmarket
Theatre from May 6 to 10.

During the picnic scene,
the colourful and extrava-
gant number Ice Cream is
always a showstopper. So
on opening night at each
theatre, audience members

will enjoy an Ice Cream
Social hosted by Marble
Slab Creamery.

They can buy ice cream
sundaes, get 2-for-1
coupons, and one person
will win a prize.

But the sweetest treat
awaits theatre goers—
Marquee’s highly entertain-
ing show based on Lucy
Maud Montgomery’s
famous 1908 novel about
the misadventures of a
freckled faced orphan with

fiery red braids, a wild
imagination and an eternal
optimism.

This coming of age story
depicts rural life on Prince
Edward Island in the early
20th century.

An aging farmer,
Matthew Cuthbert, and his
sister Marilla decide to
adopt an orphanage boy to
help out with the farm work.

However, when they get
a girl by mistake, Marilla
wants to send her back but
Matthew wants her to stay.
Fighting against all odds,
Anne uses her charm and
determination to win over
the hearts of the Cuthberts,
her teacher, her class-
mates, and the townsfolk.

Director and choreogra-
pher Renée Beiforte says
the cast brings the story to
life.

“Sometimes while watch-
ing some scene work, I for-
get that they are not actual-
ly the characters that they
are playing,” she said. “The
children have simply blown
me away with the choreog-
raphy.”

Anne Shirley is revived
by Jenna Nolson, 15, who
first took on the role three
years ago. This time around
she’s expanding on the
character to make her more

real.
“Anne is an incredible

character who I can see as
a role model for young
girls,” she said. “They can
learn from her that good
things come from being
yourself and not trying to
act like someone you are
not.”

Matthew Cuthbert is
played by Bob Deutsch in
his first Marquee produc-
tion.

“I’m like Matthew, funda-
mentally shy—but I wouldn’t
have any trouble going into
a store to buy a dress with
puffed sleeves,” he said.

Marlo Alcock has culti-
vated the challenging role
of Marilla Cuthbert, a crisp
and practical middle-aged
woman who hides her emo-
tions.

Music director
Christopher West said the
music covers a wide range
of styles, from classical-
based harmony to swing.

Ice Cream ends the first
act with a full choral flourish
and most of the cast
onstage.

“Out of all the different
characters in the musical,
everyone in the audience
should be able to relate to
at least one,” Jenna said.

She will share the stage

In the garden of the Anne of Green Gables set are, left to right, Dylan Trow,
who plays Gilbert Blythe; Mackenzie Smith, who plays Diana Barry and Jenna
Nolson who plays Anne. In the photo at right are, standing, Mackenzie Smith

and Dylan Trow, while Bob Deutsch, who plays  Matthew Cuthbert, is sitting
in the chair. Jenna is kneeling in the front. Show is playing in Vaughan and
Newmarket.

with her little sister Gracie
who plays Gertie Pie.

To reserve tickets for the
Vaughan show, call 905-
882-7469.

The show continues at
the Newmarket Theatre
May 6-9 at 7:30 p.m. and
May 9 and 10 at 2 p.m. For
tickets, call 905-953-5122,
or order online at www.new-
markettheatre.ca.

Tickets are $25 for
adults; $22 for children (12
and under) and seniors
(60+); and $20 per ticket for
groups of 15 or more.

Marquee donates part of
the proceeds from ticket
sales to local charities and
organizations. There is
ample free parking at both
theatres, which are also
wheelchair accessible.

Viva benefits from
$1.4 billion funding

Ontario Premier Dalton
McGuinty was joined last
week by York Region
Chairman and CEO Bill
Fisch to announce that the
Government of Ontario will
provide $1.4 billion over the
next five years to fund the
expansion of Viva rapid tran-
sit.

Yonge Street, Aurora, is
included in future rapid tran-
sit plans.

During an event held in
Vaughan, Chairman Fisch
applauded the Ontario
Government for making
such a significant funding
commitment to public transit
in York Region.

"This is great news for all
those who live, work and
travel through York Region,"
he said. "The funding will not
only enable us to make the
Viva system faster and more
convenient, it will help build
a seamless transit system
and create jobs when we
need it most, right now."

The funding will be used
to build rapidways along
Highway 7, and across

Davis Drive to the Southlake
Regional Health Centre in
Newmarket.

Rapidways are special
centre lanes reserved exclu-
sively for Viva rapid transit
vehicles, allowing them to
move past traffic congestion.

Construction of the rapid-
ways is expected to begin in
the fall of this year.

The rapidways are part of
VivaNext, a long-term plan
for a modern, efficient rapid
transit network providing
connectivity within York
Region and between the
City of Toronto and the
Regions of Peel and
Durham.

VivaNext also includes an
8.6 kilometre extension of
the Spadina subway line
from Downsview Station in
the City of Toronto to
Vaughan Corporate Centre
in the City of Vaughan and a
6.8 kilometre extension of
the Yonge subway line from
Finch Station in the City of
Toronto to the Richmond Hill
Centre in the Town of
Richmond Hill.



BUSINESS SERVICES

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

CLEAN WITH CARE experi-
enced, efficient, thorough
home cleaning with an added
personal touch 905-727-
2353.

CARPET - I have sev-
eral thousand yards of
new Stainmaster 
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet
your living room & hall
for $389. Price includes
carpet, pad and instal-
lation (30 square
yards). Steve 905-898-
0127.

H2O TURBO VACUUM
from Thane as seen on
TV - new, still in box,
never opened $150.905-
751-6013.

BUSINESS SERVICES�

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week. (*This section only)  Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or go to  www.auroran.com 

• beginners to advanced
• ongoing classes 

• drawing & painting techniques 
• help students prepare portfolios for college and art school 

• no artistic experience necessary 
905-726-8883

Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 
Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV. 

mi.design@sympatico.ca 

 LEARN HOW TO DRAW & PAINT... 
 just like the Masters 

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

Level 1:  8 p.m.  Rumba & Social Foxtrot

Classes take place at the Royal Canadian Legion in Aurora
105 Industrial Parkway North

(Please park around back and enter through that door)

DANCE CLASSES
Level 2:  9 p.m.  Samba & Int.FoxtrotMar. 9 - May 4 

DANCE PARTY
Friday, April 17th

There will be a FREE Waltz lesson followed by Latin, Ballroom, 
West Coast Swing and Line dancing until midnight.

7 p.m. Doors open  •  7:30 FREE LESSON  •  8:30 General Dancing  •  10:30 Coffee, Tea and Desserts
at the Royal Canadian Legion 105 Industrial Parkway North - parking and entrance at rear.

$15 Per Person

$85/Person
for 8 weeks

Only

Site: www.SteveMillerDance.ca 
Call Steve Miller at 416-587-4125
Email: Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca  

� FOR SALE

Not
everyone 

needs 
your services 
all the time, 

but,

...if 
you want 

to be 
there when 

they do, 
advertise 

in 

THE 
AURORAN
Classifieds

905-727-7128 

Not everyone needs your services all the time, but,
...if you want to be there when they do, advertise 

in THE AURORAN Classifieds
905-727-7128 

� SWIM CLASSES� ART CLASSES � DANCE CLASSES

� GARDENING COURSES

DRAWING CLASS All levels, small g r o u p s ,
E n g l i s h  a n d  C h i n e s e . Call Yunhong at  
905-713-3650 www.yhartstudio.com

SPRING
CLEANING 

AND 
RENOVATIONS

THANK YOU FOR 
USING THE AURORAN

CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSES • SEMINARS •  WORKSHOPS • COURSES

THANK YOU 
FOR  SHOPPING 

IN AURORA

SWIM GYM INC.
Owned & operated by Yvonne Cattrall,

current Masters World Record holder, 44
years’ teaching & coaching experience.

Learn to swim, year round lessons.

BOOKING SUMMER 2009 NOW!
AURORA SELKIES SWIM CLUB

for children & youth  
AURORA SELKIES MASTERS SWIM CLUB

for adults over 18 
ADULT FIT SWIM 

EXCELLENT PUBLISHED RATES FOR ALL PROGRAMMES

www.swimgym.ca

� FOR RENT

� HELP WANTED

� PSYCHIC READERS

PLACE OF WORSHIP

� FINANCIAL

� CLEANING

OFFICE FOR RENT,
Yonge and Mosley area.
For more information, call
Telly at 905-717-4073.

BEAUTIFUL CONDO
FOR RENT. Ft. Myers
B e a c h . w w w .
C a p t a i n s B a y. c o m
Florida. 416-720-1755.

One of North America’s 
largest financial 

services companies 
is expanding in this area.

If you desire a dynamic career with 
excellent income potential, 

call Ruth Greaves at 

1-888-240-4767

Specializing in Stonework, Brick, Fireplaces & Glass Block 
30 years experience 

905-955-1726, 905-898-6782 

Brick • Block • Stone 
TAYLOR MASONRY 

Quality Workmanship by an 
Experienced Tradesman

www.taylormasonry.ca

TAX ACCOUNTANT

25 years experience with 
Revenue Taxation CRA

Call: 905-479-9559

Let the professionals with the 
“know how” & expertise 

minimize your taxes
If you have not filed prior years tax returns, 

do not be afraid, call us now before CRA notification. 
Will  defend and protect your interest. 

Book now for a FREE consultation

KAM SADIQ 
Certified General Accountant 
Specializing in T1 Individual, 

Business and Corporate tax returns. 

DEADLINE IS APRIL 30
File now to avoid 
costly penalties 

& interest

P R O  P A I N T I N G
Int./Ext fast, clean, pro-
fessional & affordable,
last minute no problem!
9 0 5 - 8 9 8 - 3 4 4 5 .
selectpropainting.com.

Gardening Courses
Practical, adventurous 

and environmentally friendly
General and Advanced

6 x 2 hour classes, monthly, April - October 
Held in Merlin’s Hollow, an acre garden of 
perennial beds, rock gardens, shade beds, 

pond and fragrant garden
Starts weekend of April 25th.

Space is Limited
David Tomlinson

Renowned horticulturalist and naturalist

Call Dierdre Tomlinson 905-727-8979

Merlin’s Hollow

We Care Tutorial Services Inc. 

For information call:
1-877-WCTS-INC (928-7462)

Tutoring 
in the comfort of your own home 

since 1977

N E E D  S O M E
HELP? Painting, deck
& fence building, junk
removal, landscaping,
tree trimming, eave-
strough cleaning and
grass cutting. Free esti-
mates. Roy 905-476-
1243.

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION

905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811 
e-mail: limousines@sympatico.ca

(AURORA BASED)

Hire either a Lincoln or a Hybrid 

“Green Limousine” 
for your next airport or downtown transportation.

From only $69.00! 
Call Alan @ York Region Limousines

Carpentry • •
• •

•

  Decks & Fences Professional Painting
Plastering   Ceramics   Flooring, Window &

Door Installations   Drywall & more...

HARRIS HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Professional Home Repairs & Renovations

(905) 716-2214

Call For An Estimate

harrishomeimprovements@ hotmail.com

H

AR
RIS HOME

IMPROVEMENTS

Fully Insured 
Plumbing  & 24 hr. Emergency  Repairs

I N C O M E  T A X
PREPARATION per-
sonal and small busi-
ness tax preparation
starting at $55. Ask for
Keith. Simply Acctax.
905-727-1060.

MAYTAG 22 CUBIC
FRIDGE . Asking $300
OBO. No scratches 
or dents.
Off White colour. Call
Sherri. 905-841-5419.

Individual Healings 
Group Healings 

Home Parties/ Corporate Gatherings 

SPIRITUAL INTUITIVE 

416-737-1795
Call Cathy Bell Today 

PSYCHIC READER 

ENERGY HEALER 
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TheAuroran.com is all about visibility. We are now on step one of our new website:
it is so cutting-edge, so innovative we will just keep surprising you!

We want you to be a part of it. We want to include your business in our MARKETPLACE–go to www.theauroran.com and claim your FREE space today.

1/2 PRICE 
JUNK REMOVAL
Lowest Prices! Same Day!
Homes/Businesses! Seniors Discount!

FREE ESTIMATES
Call John 310-5865 Directdial
Serving all of York Region

Granular Fertilizer 
Weed Management 

Overseeding 
Grub Management 

“Repairs to all makes and models” 

Gordon Davidson

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only). 

Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  
The deadline for all classified advertising copy and Garage/lawn sales is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 76,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

ROMANIAN 
ORTHODOX 
SERVICES

starting on 

in Newmarket 
St. Pauls 
Anglican
Church

227 Church St., 
Newmarket, 

at the corner of 
Church St. 

and D’Arcy St. 
One block west 
at the southern 
end of Main St. 
(Eagle/Church) 

stpaulsnewmarket.org

For more information 
visit us at:

Sunday, 
April 12th 
12:30pm 

SPRING  DANCE 
30 Plus  April 18, 2009

Hosting a night where we celebrate our curves
and show that big can be beautiful. Your body
is a gift that is unique to you only. Come out 
and swish those hips...shake that behind and 

dance the night away. 
“beauty is how you feel inside, and it reflects 

in your eyes, it is not something physical!
                                                Sophia Loren

The Fox and the Fiddle 

CHARITY-BALLROOM BLITZ EVENT
We are collecting gently used gowns and accessories 

to donate to grade 12 ladies for this 2009 Prom season
who wouldn’t otherwise afford it. Plus sizes appreciated.

For more info contact: luvmycurvies@yahoo.com

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT   DJ    DOOR PRIZES

446 Davis Drive – Newmarket 
$12 cover charge 8pm–10pm 

Finger foods served between 9–10
10pm – 1am $7

Doors open at 8 pm   *CASH BAR*

HOME DECOR
• Complete renovation 
• Basement 
• Installing Water 
  Filtration 
• Plumbing 
• Electrical

Tel: 416-738-5174   •   416-824-8823

Servicing 
all of 

York Region

(Byron) C-647-8295931

THE RELIABLE 
PAINTER 
Professional • Affordable 
• Fast • FREE Estimates  
Satisfaction Guaranteed

905-841-3450  
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 12 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes prideTakes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

Come and see us at 
The Aurora Home Show

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING COMPANY 

CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for mature individuals to join our 
friendly team. FT/PT, Competitive wages, 

Drivers needed, kms paid. 
Car not necessary for p/t cleaner position.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine



Took Driver Training 
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages 
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st 

(two weekends).
In Aurora starts Apr. 18 - Sat. & Sun. 

May 2 - Sat. & Sun.

14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

I listened. I learned. 
Now I’m confident I can Plan Ahead. 

You are invited to attend an informative seminar 
Everything you Ever Wanted to Know 
About Funeral Will & Estate Planning 
Sponsored by Thompson Funeral Home with Scotia Trust 

Date: Thursday, April 30th, 2009 

Place: Aurora Public Library, Magna Room, 15145 Yonge St.

Time: 7:00pm 

RSVP: Thompson Funeral Home, 905-727-5421

Seating is limited. Call to reserve your place. 

Family and friends are welcome, Refreshments and door prizes will be provided. 
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Senior Scape

April snow is not unknown
but what we received this
past week was wet, ugly and
unwelcome.

The persistent storm of
wet snow made a mockery of
jubilant comments made in
this column about the antici-
pated advent of a beautiful
spring. Even so, seniors are
made of stern stuff and late
snow was treated as an
inconvenience and senior life
goes on!

Of importance to all mem-
bers are nominations
required by Friday, April 17th
for the new Board of
Directors (BoD).

Nomination forms are
available at the Aurora
Seniors Association (ASA)
front desk and please nomi-
nate someone you know, who
is willing to be elected as a
director.

The Leisure Services
Department of Aurora contin-
ues to review applications for
the position of co-ordinator of
the ASA. This is a matter of
importance to all members,
and the ASA will be invited to
participate in the final
process of selection.

The re-energized Canada
Day Parade ASA float com-
mittee invites members who
would be interested in serv-
ing as committee members,
in designing, planning and
assembling this year’s float.

The ASA float won the
best theme award last year,
and innovative ideas for a
theme or for festive ideas to
decorate this year’s float,
would add a new element of
excitement to what is a won-
derful opportunity for seniors
to strut their artistry and
expertise before enormous
crowds of onlookers.

Contact Judy Buchanan
for more information.

The BoD meets Monday,
April 20th, at 1 p.m.

If you have an issue or
matter you wish to communi-
cate to the BoD, please
obtain a “Let us Know” form
from a receptionist, fill in the
form clearly and return it. The
issue will be reviewed at a
board meeting and a reply
will be provided.

With the weather improv-
ing to the cool wet spring
standard - despite last week’s
snow - and with the return of
many snow birds from sunny
climes, members are looking
to get out and breathe some
fresh air.

Any Wednesday morning,
starting at 9.30 a.m., would
provide a favourable opportu-
nity to join the walking club
and get in some of the easi-
est and best exercise avail-
able to anybody, walking or
strolling, unhurried and with
companions.

Just show up and carpool
to the starting location, which
changes from week to week
to provide variety and safety
according to weather and
pathway conditions.

If you have the lively
enthusiasm to walk, perhaps
you will find pleasure in danc-
ing the night away, and it just
happens Friday, April 17th,
the ASA will hold a “Spring
Dance”.

An assortment of sand-
wiches and desserts are part
of the plan to increase the
evening’s enjoyment and
helps energize the dancers
through big time dance
music, hosted by Charles
Sequeira.

Charles and his commit-
tee propose that if you pos-
sess colourful spring clothes
including hats, that you wear
them and help make the
dance a colourful attraction.

Earth Day Luncheon is
Wednesday, April 22nd, from
noon to 1.30 pm.

This is expected to be a
very popular event, and tick-
ets will be sold in advance
only, absolutely no tickets will
be available on the day of the
luncheon.

“The Producers” is at
Stage West with a trip offered
now to take in this hilarious
show together with excellent
seats and a great buffet. This
trip is scheduled for April
29th, and more details are
available at the front desk.

A large box of members’
name tags is sitting on the
front counter. They have been
made to fulfill requests and
are stored in alphabetical
order, so please pick up your
name tag.

Recently the ASA made
an application to New
Horizons, which is a federal
government agency, for
equipment to complement or
update tools in the wood shop
and to replace out-dated word
processing applications in the
computer room.

To the delight of those who
determined what was
required, the application has
been accepted and will be
funded by New Horizons and
the new equipment will be
obtained and installed as
soon as is practicable.

Any senior who requires
help with computing skills or
wishes to add expertise to a
working or limited computer
ability, should investigate
opportunities in the ASA.

And anybody with a small
or limited home workshop, or
who is in need of training with
woodworking equipment,
should also explore opportu-
nities in the ASA work shop.

ADRIAN ROBERTO

Young Aurora actor
Hollywood bound
By CHRISTINE WOODLEY

When Aurora resident
Adrian Roberto was a 
student at Unionville's
School for the Arts, he felt
like being there had "saved
his life".

"I was finally with people
like me, and it made all the
difference," he said, now at
age 22.

The same determination
to be with like-minded peo-
ple has spurred the local
film actor to make the big
move to Los Angeles "as
soon as I can."

As Adrian completes the
legalities of obtaining a
Green Card, he anticipates
that the move will allow him
to continue and grow the
success he's enjoyed north
of the border.

After pestering his mom
to get him into community
theatre as a child, Adrian
joined the Youth Group arm
of Theatre Aurora, appear-
ing in many shows from
1997-2002.

Many of the productions
won ACT-CO awards, the
"Oscars" of community the-
atre, including six for "Oz"

in which he held the lead-
ing role.

At 13, Adrian auditioned
for his first film, a TV movie
called "Dirty Pictures”.

Landing his first audition
was a sign of things to
come.

He appeared in a YTV
production called "System
Crash" as a regular for four
years.

He also had a guest
appearance on "Degrassi,
The Next Generation" and
"Loving Cameras" a CBC
film in wide syndication.

Disney's "Ice Princess",
"It's a Boy/Girl Thing", pro-
duced by Elton John's
company and "Our
Fathers" round out his

early film credits.
Currently, Adrian

Roberto is appearing in a
short that will be screened
at the upcoming Reel
World Film Festival in
Toronto.

"What You Eat" is a six-
minute film based on a
short story by Ben
Ehrenreich.

The busy actor is a stu-
dent of Film Studies at York
University.

And, he hopes that all
his background and experi-
ence will culminate with
the move to Hollywood.

"I have to go," he said
when asked his reasons for
the move. "I have to be
with people like me."

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Nomination deadline
for directors is Friday



How will     BLOOM?

Henderson Dr

Wellington St. W

Allaura Blvd.
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