
Guest speaker
Dr. Michael Thompson, author of “The Pressured Child: Helping Your Child Find

Success in School and Life” will be at Aurora’s St. Andrew’s College Monday, Jan. 5.
His presentation, which is free and open to the public, will address concerns of “pres-

sured parents” and describe the psychological journey children experience from
Kindergarten to Grade 12.

Dr. Thompson is a consultant, author and psychologist specializing in children and fam-
ilies.

He is the clinical consultant to The Belmont Hill School outside of Boston and has
worked in more than 500 schools across the United States, as well as international schools
in Central America, Europe and Asia.

A dedicated speaker and traveler, Dr. Thompson has appeared on The Today Show,
The Oprah Winfrey Show, ABC 20/20, CBS 60 Minutes, The Early Show and Good Morning
America.

The presentation begins at 7.30 p.m.

Holiday time
In order that the staff can spend some time with their families, The Auroran will not 

publish for the next two weeks.
Next issue of The Auroran will come out the week of Jan. 12, 2009.
Happy holidays, everyone.
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Santa Claus had help in the form of “Fred” last week as the
Aurora Rotary Club hosted its annual Christmas party for
members’ offsprings. “Fred” was not really a “Fred”, more of
a “Frederica”. The event, which attracted dozens of young-
sters, was held at Victoria Hall. Inset, four-year-old Mikayla
Stade of Aurora dove into the pizza, part of the dinner offered
to all the children. Christmas party for the adult Rotary mem-
bers was held Monday at Hillary House.

Auroran photos by David Falconer

Town Recreation Plan
heads towards reality

The town's new Parks and
Recreation Master Plan and Pricing
Policy are a step closer to reality.

At a recent Leisure Services
Advisory Committee (LSAC) meet-
ing, Monteith Brown Planning
Consultants presented the draft
Recreation Plan, which has been
developed to guide and direct parks
and recreation, programs, services
and activities in Aurora until 2013.

As background, the consultants
reported that research showed peo-
ple find they have less much time to
participate in organized sports,
while at the same time, such casual
leisure activities as walking and hik-
ing are on the rise.

There is also a growing trend for
municipalities to develop park space
that accommodates a variety of
uses in one location.

Aurora, it was noted, has a grow-
ing, yet aging population. Although
the town's population will grow by
almost 6,000 people over the next
five years, the percentage of
younger people is expected to
decrease.

Input for the Plan was obtained in
part through a survey conducted in
June.

The survey showed that by far
the leisure activity that most people
participated in was walking/hiking.
This was followed by swimming,
cycling and aerobics/fitness.

Residents placed the highest
importance on passive parks that
preserve natural areas, as well as
on trails and pathways. Facilities in
town that rated highest for requiring
additional spending were nature
trails and paved, multi-use trails.

Based on this research, and
additional consultation with other
community stakeholders and sports
and leisure organizations, a number
of needs assessments and pro-
posed action plans were developed
for specific areas in Aurora.

No new ice pads are expected to
be required before 2013. The con-
sultant noted that despite the five

existing rinks being busy, if a new
surface was added right now, it
would not be used to capacity.

Similarly, no new pools are
required, although efforts should be
made to increase usage of the cur-
rent pools during non-peak times.

With respect to gymnasiums, it
was suggested the town develop
one by 2010, given there are cur-
rently no municipal gyms in Aurora,
and access for groups to existing
school gyms is not always possible.

Please see page 15
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COMING EVENTS
CONTINUING

The York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking for new mem-
bers. You do not have to be a police officer nor are you required to
read music to volunteer. The group rehearses Monday evenings
between 7.30 and 9.30 p.m. For further information, contact the cho-
rus supervisor at 905-727-9676 or the coordinator of volunteer serv-
ices for YRP at 905-830-0303, extension 6717.

* * * *
The Adult Bereavement Support Group offers a chance to learn

how to cope with the loss of a loved one. Fred Bullen has given the
use of the Aurora Lions Club and Brent Forrester of Thompson
Funeral Home will provide administrative cost so that this service is
given free to the community. New group begins Thursday, Jan. 8th
at 33 Mosley Street. Contact mariesgriefjourney@yahoo.com to
reserve a seat or get further information.

* * * *
Winter parking restrictions are in effect until April 15th from 2 to

6 a.m. and motorists must get their cars off the streets so that the
Public Works Department can clear snow and ice from the roadway.

* * * *
The Aurora Public Library winter programs have registration

forms now available for pickup. Drop off date for Aurora residents
begins Saturday, January 3rd. Processing begins Friday, January
9th. Programs being offered include: Books for Babies (6-13
months); Preschool Storytime (3-5 years); Time for Toddlers (14-23
months); Tales for Two (24-35 months) and Caregiver and Child
Music programs (6 months-5 years). Visit www.library.aurora.on.ca
or phone 905-727-9493 for further information or pick up a program
flyer at the Library.

* * * *
Grade 8 Only Book Club is here!  In this club at the Aurora

Library fast-paced adventures, fantasy, sport and contemporary
novels will be read. Pre-register at the Children and Young Adult
Information Desk. Club is held Thursdays from 7 to 8 p.m. starting
January 8, 2009, and it’s free.

* * * *
VOICE is a creative writing collective for teens between the ages

of 13 and 18. At the meetings, held at the Aurora Public Library,
teens learn various creative writing techniques, give and receive
constructive feedback on their writing and meet other like-minded
young writers. Meetings are held the last Thursday of the month,
September through May, from 7 to 8 p.m. Registration is not
required.

* * * *
“Louder” is a semi-annual young adult magazine created

through the creative effort of teens and produced by the Aurora
Public Library’s Young Adult Services Department. Submissions of
writing, poetry, art, graphic art and photography are accepted. E-
mail submissions to yamagazine@library.aurora.on.ca or drop it off
to the Children and Young Adult Information Desk to the attention of
Monika Machacek.

* * * *
Step into the world of watercolour with artist and teacher Alana

Biasi. Both the beginner and advanced painter classes are held
throughout the year, from January 22 to February 12, from 6.30 to
8 p.m. Fee is $30 per registrant for students, Grades 5-11. Visit
www.library.aurora.on.ca, or phone the Library at 905-727-9493 for
further information.

* * * *
On Tuesdays, until June, the Navy League has a Cadet program

for children 9 to 12 years from 7 to 9 p.m. Contact Cliff Davies at
905-727-2244 for details.

* * * *
On Tuesdays, until June, a Sea Cadet program for youths 13 to

18 from 7 to 9 p. m. Leave message at 905-895-3038.
* * * *

Aurora Opera Company's Children's Chorus is a new treble
voice choir dedicated to educating, nurturing and providing opportu-
nities for children to express their musical abilities. The chorus is
open to boys and girls in Grades 1 through 12 and consists of two
choirs: Angel Choristers, a training choir for 6 and 7 year-olds and
the Children Chorus, open to 8 to 17 year-olds. To audition, contact
general director Sarah Kyle at keepsinging@look.ca.

* * * *
CHAT'S Community Home Assistance to Seniors is looking for

volunteers to assist with the activities in its Adult Day Program. The
positions call for a commitment of a few hours a week at its Aurora
location.Various times are available. Call Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Tuesday from 9.30 to 11 a.m. it's Story and Playtime at

Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway South for tots
(age 0-4 years) and their caregivers for coffee or tea. Call 905-841-
8883 for further details.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the Pioneer Club for boys

and girls, age 3 to Grade 4 and the Junior High Club for boys and
girls, Grades 5 to 8, will be held at the Aurora Cornerstone Church,
390 Industrial Parkway South. For more information call 905-841-
8884.

* * * *

A drop-in centre will operate every Wednesday at the Community
Bible Church on Bathurst Street just south of Henderson from 8 a.m.
to 1 p.m. For more information e-mail Judy Hoffmann
jhoffmann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing every Friday morning at St. Andrews's

Presbyterian Church beginning at 10.30 a.m. No partners are need-
ed and beginners are welcome.

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday evening at 6.30 p.m. at

Gabriel's on Yonge Street. New members are welcome. For further
information call 905-841-1352.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148 meets the first

and third Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street,
south of Wellington. For more information call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday of each

month at the Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30
p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday each month

at 57 Mosley Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee Club at 9 a.m. and lunch at
noon. Call 905-727-3032 or 905-727-1080 for more information.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday night at Trinity

Anglican Church, Victoria Street, at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at the Aurora Legion at
7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women holds monthly meet-

ings at the Aurora Legion with a variety of speakers. Contact
Beverley at 905-727-2151.

* * * *
The Aurora Seniors Evergreen Choir practice in the West-

McKenzie Hall of the Seniors Centre, every Wednesday from 2.30 to
4.30 p.m. under the direction of Enid Maize.

* * * *
Tots (age nine months to four years) bring your caregivers for

coffee or tea while you enjoy story and playtime every Tuesday from
9.30 to 11 a.m. at Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway
South. Call 905-841-8883 for further information.

* * * *
Meet at Martha's Table, at St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church,

every Thursday from 11.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. Hot soup, sandwiches,
and dessert will be provided. Any funds raised go to local charities.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24
First Baptist Church will hold a Christmas Eve candlelight serv-

ice beginning at 7 p.m.The church is located at 33 Wellington Street
East.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25
Merry Christmas.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1
Happy New Year.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 2
HOT SPOT celebrates its 17th birthday and the holiday season

with a Prize Party at the Aurora Community Centre. HOT SPOT is
closed December 26th.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7
Aurora Chamber of Commerce first networking breakfast of the

year will be held at Staples, 14800 Yonge St., Unit 180 from 7:30
a.m. to 8:45 a.m.

JANUARY 5 to FEBRUARY 27
The Aurora Historical Society will host a travelling exhibit entitled

"Medical Records at the Archives of Ontario" at Hillary House. This
exhibit will be tied to the medical collection at Hillary House and
curator Jennifer Steen will speak on the subject at the February
meeting.

JANUARY 7 AND JANUARY 15
Internet Training, at Aurora Public Library. For beginners: intro-

duction to the Internet, a one-hour session on basic world wide web
navigation, Wednesday January 7, from 1.30 to 2.30 p.m. For
advanced: beyond Google, a one-hour session on advanced search
strategies, using electronic databases and reliable web directories,
Thursday January 15, from 6 to 7 p.m. Main floor internet comput-
ers. Free. Pre-register at the Adult Information Desk, 905-727-9493,
option 4. Sessions are limited to four participants per session.
Mouse and keyboarding experience required.

MONDAY, JANUARY 12
Film lovers are in for another exciting and entertaining year as

the Aurora Film Circle announces an eight-film 2009 subscription
series for $80 with a monthly film at the Aurora Cineplex Odeon.The
first film in the series is entitled "A No Hit, No Run Summer" a

www.alenkaandstevedover.com

Sales Representatives

Alenka Dover 

Buying or Selling?
We will help you find 

A PERFECT FIT

Prime Aurora location across from GO Station. 
Perfect for small business.  Freshly painted with brand new carpet. 

Gross rent includes TMI and all operating utilities.

Office Space Available

Prime location in Aurora

Call Alenka and Steve today.
$850 gross lease

All the best to everyone in 2009!
Alenka Dover & Steve Dover

Seasons Greetings
We would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone 

a very happy and prosperous holiday season, 
and hope that the spirit of the season shines

brightly upon everyone’s home. 

& Steve Dover

905-836-1212

Course Starts 
2 Weekends 

Dec. 29 - 30 & Jan 2-3
4 Days

905-726-4132

www.youngdrivers.com

14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

Quebec film from 1969. Both subscriptions and single tickets are
available at the Aurora Public Library and R & R Revisited, 95
Edward Street.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23
Demystifying databases at Aurora Public Library.This is a hands-

on workshop to learn how use the Library's electronic research
resources effectively; each month will focus on a different subject.
Limited to four participants per session. Pre-register at the Adult
Information Desk, 905-727-9493. Free. Session begins at 10.30
a.m. and runs until 11.15 a.m.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27
Family Literacy Day at the library. Aurora Public Library in part-

nership with the York Region District School Board and Ontario Early
Years, York Region, presents 'What is Early Literacy?', a free work-
shop for parents/caregivers of children 0-6 years. 7 p.m. in the
Magna Room. Pre-register at the Adult Information Desk, 905-727-
9493, option 4.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30
The Aurora Chamber of Commerce annual Ski Day is at Osler

Bluff Ski Club in Collingwood. If you are interested in participating,
call the Chamber Office at 905-727-7262.
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905-727-9561
14889 Yonge Street, Aurora

www.graystonesrestaurant.ca

Schnitzels
our

specialty

Trinity Anglican
Church

79 Victoria Street Aurora

905.727.6101

www.trinityaurora.ca

3 & 5 pm: Christmas Pageant for the Whole Family

7 pm: Candlelight Communion led by Trinity Unplugged

9 &11pm: Traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve Services

10:30 am: Christmas Communion

NEW  YEAR’S  EVE  PARTY
ALL INCLUSIVE
7pm open–Buffet 7:30

Hot & Cold Grande Buffet 
Open Bar 

Party Favours 
Dancing from 9pm - 1am 
Bus available in Aurora 

Royal Canadian Legion   •   905-727-9932
105 Industrial Pkwy. N.

$70 p/p

Damir, Tanya, Linda & Cathy
Wish You a Safe and Happy Holiday Season

21 WELLINGTON STREET E AST , A URORA , ONTARIO (905) 841-6411

Damir, Tanya, Maylee & Cathy 
Wish you a Safe and Happy Holiday Season

DAMIR VRANCIC LAW OFFICE

Officers working out of
the York Regional Police #1
District Property Crime Unit,
the Community Services
Bureau and the Community
Oriented Response Unit,
have arrested two people in
connection with a break and
enter at a commercial build-
ing and graffiti damage in
Aurora and more arrests are
expected.

Last week, a second 
suspect wanted in connec-
tion with one incident of
damage to property and
break and enter attended
York Regional Police #1
District Headquarters, in
Newmarket.

He was arrested without
incident after turning himself
in and later released on a
Promise to Appear.

Since last summer, more
than 70 complaints of dam-
age to property were
received from local home
owners, business owners
and building contractors
reporting mischief to their

property involving graffiti.
Investigations into the

incidents centered around
individuals who refer to
themselves as “taggers”
who commonly use spray
paint and large thick mark-
ers for their purposes.

These individuals place a
common marking or name
on various types of property
at various locations and
believe the markings are
artistic.

In addition to the graffiti,
twice in November a com-
mercial building located at
15400 Bayview Avenue in
Aurora was entered and
extensive damage was
caused by graffiti sprayed
on walls, steel support
beams and on electrical
panels.

Earlier this month, as a
result of extensive investiga-
tion, officers attended a high
school in Aurora and arrest-
ed a 15-year-old youth with-
out incident.

Later that day, investiga-

tors executed a Criminal
Code search warrant at an
Aurora residence where
they seized several markers,
sketch pads and photos of
graffiti.

A 15-year-old youth, who
cannot be named, of Aurora
was charged, followed by
the charging of Rigel
Stewart, 18, of Whitchurch
Stouffville

The unnamed youth is
scheduled to appear before
the Youth Court Justice in
Newmarket January 14
while Stewart will appear
before the Ontario Court of
Justice in Newmarket
January 6.

York Regional Police
reminds parents and teach-
ers to be aware if their stu-
dents or children possess
graffiti-related items such as
markers, etching tools,
spray paint, rubber gloves,
adhesive stickers, sketch
books or collections of pho-
tos, drawings or graffiti mag-
azines.

Graffiti crackdown continues;
two youths arrested in Aurora

The folks from Century 21 St. Andrews Realty paid a visit to the Neighbourhood Network office on Yonge
Street to drop off toys recently. Neighbourhood Network is acting as a toy drop off location and with
the help of their partnering agencies will make certain the toys get to those most in need. Response has
been overwhelming, as Aurora proves itself to be a great community with so many residents stepping
up to help others.

Family Night
December 31

If you're looking for a fun
evening with the family over
the holidays, the Town of
Aurora invites you to ring in
the new year at First Family
Night.

The event will take place
at the Leisure Complex
December 31, between the
hours of 6 and 9 p.m.

There will be a number of
free activities available. The
pool and rink will be open for
swimming and skating.
Children can also enjoy

magic shows, crafts, games
and face painting.

For animal lovers there's
a reptile show that will be
both interactive and educa-
tional.

Or, if you like your ani-
mals more on the furry side,
you can take a horse drawn
wagon ride.

Finally, you can warm up
with some hot chocolate by
the bonfire, before heading
home in lots of time to wel-
come the new year.

The young person may
also display an interest in
graffiti through conversation,
markings on their clothing,
walls, lockers, books, school
assignments and bags,
police said.

A review of their Internet
activity will show frequent
visits to graffiti websites and
related conversations with
friends.

Anyone with information
is asked to contact
Community Services Gang
Prevention officer, Constable
Shayne Mulligan at 1-866-
876-5423, ext. 7120, Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS
or leave an anonymous 
t i p  o n l i n e  a t
www.1800222tips.com.
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“Aurora’s  Independent 
Community Newspaper”

By DICK ILLINGWORTH

Oh, I'll be home for Christmas,
Is the dream of a Canadian son;
Instead of a tour in Afghanistan

In a war that can't be won.
-Poor Richard's Scrapbook  

There's no place like home for the holidays as family
and friends gather to enjoy the Christmas season togeth-
er.

Children grow up and some move away from home to
start families of their own, but generally they can get home
during the holiday season or at least communicate with
each other.

There's something very special about the Christmas
spirit and families and the need to be together even for a
short period during the festive season.

It's difficult to feel festive and the wish to celebrate when
you are absent from the family circle.

That will happen to many members of Canada's Armed
Forces this Christmas as they are serving in Afghanistan
and other foreign lands and may not be able to communi-
cate with their loved ones.

Although almost everything possible is done for
Canadian troops serving on foreign soil at Christmas time,
they are still alone and away from families and friends.

Not only that, it is a different war.
During the First and Second World Wars, the men

fought with the mission of overcoming the forces of evil and
as was said, saving the world for democracy.

The Afghanistan War started off as a peacekeeping
mission and developed into a terrorism conflict.

At Christmastime the feelings are the same, loneliness
in a foreign land and away from family and friends.

They, like their comrades from the previous wars, will
remember how they spent their first Christmas away from
home while serving with the Armed Forces.

I was relatively fortunate as in 1941 and 1942 I was sta-
tioned at Manning Depot, Toronto, as a Drill Instructor and
was able to get home for at least part of the holiday sea-
son.

I spent the 1944 (yes, it was the year the editor was
born) Christmas season in Montreal after just returning
from a trip to Iceland, England, Gibraltar, West Africa,
Brazil to Bermuda and in 1945, I was home for Christmas.

The worst Christmas that I can recall was in 1943.
The dark clouds of war hung over England and the free

world, the Battle of Atlantic was at its peak and there was
a need for aircraft of all types

After completing my navigation training at # 1 AOS,
Malton, I was assigned to #45 Group of the RAF Ferry
Command bases at Dorval, Quebec, the jumping off base
for most trans-Atlantic flights.

I didn't have long to wait for my first assignment as I was
crewed up with a Polish pilot and radio operator to ferry
Mitchell FR 198, a two-engine bomber to Scotland.

We took off from Dorval December 4th for Goose Bay,
Labrador, and were stuck there until December 15th due to
poor weather conditions and an unsuccessful five-hour
search for a missing aircraft before we could take off for
Greenland.

On December 18th we made the five-hour next leg of
the journey from Bluie West in Greenland to Meeks Field in
Iceland and on December 20 completed the final leg of the
journey to Prestwick, Scotland for a total of 26 hours and
40 minutes in the air.

No sooner had we arrived in Scotland than the return-
ing aircrew, from several deliveries were hustled onto
buses for the short trip to Greenock, just outside Glasgow
to board the Acquitania, a liner converted into a troop ship
for a voyage to New York.

As the Polish pilot and radio operator had made
arrangements to remain in Scotland, I was completely
alone and didn't know a soul for the voyage and as it was
a return trip, the ship was relatively empty.

On Christmas Eve, the passengers huddled in the
lounge lost in their own thoughts and memories and as
troop ships were dry there was nothing to bring them
together as we sailed somewhere in the mid-Atlantic.

The Acquitania docked in New York December 30th and
a special train was waiting for the overnight journey back
to Montreal to prepare for the next delivery.

As you sit down to your Christmas dinner in the warmth
of your home with family and friends, take a moment and
think of our Canadian troops serving in foreign lands.

Letters to the Editor

The address was 60 and 62 Yonge Street South, and the year was 1981. It was a time when Yonge Street
had Aurora addresses, and anything north of Wellington Street had a Yonge Street North address.
Today, numbering of Yonge Street starts at Lake Ontario (1 Yonge Street is owned by the Toronto Star)
and continues into five digits up through Holland Landing. But 30 years ago or so, this building was on
the corner of Yonge and Tyler Streets (there’s an empty lot there now) and it was a paint store run by
long-time Auroran Eric Smith. Eric, currently the oldest member of the Aurora Rotary Club, has just
moved from the house he lived in for decades on George Street. While there have been several ideas
suggested for the valuable property, none has ever materialized, and the corner remains empty.

Soldiers overseas
are truly alone
for the holidays

We blew it, reader says,
regarding power outcome

To the editor,

Mayor Phyllis Morris was
quoted as suggesting that
there was a chance that an
Aurora site for the peaker
plant could have been
selected by the OPA
(Ontario Power Authority).

Really?
Given that there was no

bid submitted for an Aurora
site, how could we have
been selected?

I guess that's just another
case in point.

Not only has the mayor
not demonstrated an under-
standing of the most basic
issues including the identi-
fied need or the viable alter-
natives, but I'm sad to say
that she apparently did not
even understand how the
OPA procurement process

works.
Mayor Morris opposed

overhead transmission as
well as local generation with-
out proposing a single viable
alternative.

Decisions were made by
council about issues they
clearly did not even come
close to understanding.

As a result of Aurora's
stance and the lack of ade-
quate comprehension and
engagement on the part of
municipalities from across
the region, both King and
Aurora could now end up
having new generation,
transformation and transmis-
sion infrastructure imposed
on us without the best possi-
ble mitigation measures
being adopted.

We had our chance to
become educated and

engaged enough to work
towards a more constructive
and considerate outcome,
but it looks like we blew it.

From my front row van-
tage point I'm sure that we
could have done a whole lot
better if our elected officials
had a better grasp of what
has transpired over the past
four and a half years, but I
trust that is not likely going to
come as a huge surprise to
most people.

The next question to be
answered is how the OPA
arrived at its final decision
but most people in Aurora
are not likely to care, at least
for the time being.

As much as some people
may be happy that this issue
appears to be over locally,
I'm willing to bet that it won't
be over for long.

Richard Johnson
Aurora

Traffic complainer
moved, reader says
To the editor,

I have noted that during
November, 2008, the Council
for the Town of Aurora resolved
to spend approximately
$200,000 to add “speed
bumps” to the Mark
Street/Walton Drive slalom
course of traffic control.

In light of the traditional
December to March lament of
local politicians as to tax
increases, this matter should
be revisited and the decision
reversed.

The Municipal Property Tax
Assessments (MPAC) for the
cited streets (four of which I
have confirmation) sent to each
street address in November,

specifically noted traffic on the
cited streets is “light” which was
the purpose of the initial con-
struction, and project.

Further a major vociferous
proponent of the “traffic quiet-
ing” proposal, was neither a
ratepayer nor a tenant at the
time, and moved from the
municipality within four months
of the proposal being
approved.

That sometimes happens
when Council considers an
interest group’s concern(s) and
does not balance it against the
other 90 per cent of the rater-
payers’ interests.

David H. Peirce
Aurora 



Front Porch
Perspective

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

By now many of you have heard or read that Pristine Power
has been awarded a 20-year contract by the Ontario Power
Authority (OPA) to build a 392 MW natural gas fired peaking (sim-
ple-cycle) generation facility in King Township.The facility needs to
be placed in service by the end of 2011.

Now the fun really begins.
While Pristine has been declared the winner in this Request

For Proposals (RFP) solicitation against three other companies,
they now have to complete their local permitting, site planning,
electrical and gas interconnection work and a host of other things
before they can begin construction of the facility.

There has also been a great deal of controversy regarding this
RFP; with considerable opposition from most of the municipalities
in this region.

There has been talk that King Township or some other interest-
ed party may ask that the Ministry of the Environment "bump up"
Pristine's Environmental Screen to a Class "C" individual
Environmental Assessment ("EA"). Such an EA is usually
reserved for oil and coal fired generation projects.

Joining the fray have been other groups like The Ontario Clean
Air Alliance ("OCAA") and MegaWHAT?.

They believe that simple-cycle generation is not the best way to
go based upon efficiency, operating cost and green house gas
emissions concerns.

As I have written on this page previously, I disagree with them.
I declare my bias: I am involved in developing both wind and

natural gas-fired projects in this province (but not in this area).
I am also a homeowner in Aurora who is concerned about the

environment and who wants to ensure that my family’s, and that of

our neighbours, health is not compromised.
I believe it is incumbent on the groups opposing the peaker to

offer real alternatives.
The reason for the peaking generation plant in the first place is

that Northern York Region is growing beyond the level at which the
existing infrastructure can meet the Independent Electricity
System Operators (IESO) standards for reliability.

Restoration of load can only be achieved in the required time-
frame by either local peaking generation that can turn on and
quickly ramp up to 350 MW, or a new 230 kV transmission line
from Markham to bring in the electricity from elsewhere in the
province.

So, if we don't increase the size of the transmission lines -
which we know most Aurorans agree with - what do we do
instead? We have three alternatives.

What about more conservation and demand management?
Yes, these certainly have their place, and an important one at that,
but people will not really begin to conserve energy until the true
cost of production is reflected in the price to consumers.

Renewables are an important piece of the supply puzzle, but
only a piece.Wind and solar, regardless of their size - either small
or large scale - cannot be guaranteed to supply the load (the wind
doesn't always blow, the sun doesn't always shine).

They can be welcome additions to the provincial grid, but are
not necessarily suited to help with reliability. Renewables produce
energy, not capacity.

Combined Heat and Power, or cogeneration, resources, would
already be running full out (in order to be achieving their high ther-
mal efficiency).They would be therefore unable to respond to addi-

tional demand on short notice.
There are two other aspects that I found fascinating to this

entire process.
What this RFP revealed is the critical issue of balancing larger

community interests vs. local interests - that is the provincial gov-
ernment mandate of ensuring that the lights stay on vs. local gov-
ernments right to say no to a particular power project. It is a deli-
cate balancing act.

The OPA, the agency responsible for running this procurement
process, tried to ensure that the concerns of municipalities were
addressed.

They held public meetings in all the Northern York Region
municipalities and they also instituted a scoring system into this
RFP that awarded points to developers for their municipal engage-
ment activities.

Whether or not the OPA did an adequate job in this regard is a
debate for another day.

The other interesting aspect to all this is that energy planning
needs to be more fully incorporated into local planning activities.

Municipalities should not be allowed to grow unless they have
a detailed energy strategy as part of their Official Plan. Ad hoc
responses to something as important as this are not acceptable.

Our elected officials and the professionals from the power
industry need to do a much better job of educating our fellow citi-
zens about the economic impact and the environmental conse-
quences of our possible energy choices.

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Energy alternatives

Cathy’s Corner
The 12 rules of Christmas

By Cathy Vrancic

My kids call me a Grinch but I am NOT a Grinch. I looked it
up.

A Grinch is someone who spoils the enjoyment of others. I
don't do that! I merely protect myself from having my enjoyment
spoiled.

I figured out that putting up Christmas decorations is a lot
more fun than taking them down. I also get the concept of limit-
ed storage space.

And I know that I would rather be curled up by the fire, sipping
a cup of Christmas Cheer and watching the snow gently fall than
be digging my way out of the mall after that delightful snowfall.

So here is my recipe for Peace On Earth...or at least, Peace
in this household.

RULE #1: Just because they say "I love it!" doesn't mean they
do.The more gifts you buy the bigger the pile of argyle sweaters
and paisley pyjamas you will eventually be hauling off to your
favourite charity. This is what they mean by "Goodwill" to
Mankind.

RULE #2: Do NOT buy anything that says "some assembly
required". If it comes in a long flat box, send it back. If it comes
with instructions in Chinese, Arabic, Spanish, German, Russian,
Macedonian, Swahili, Latin, Esperanto and Hieroglyphics but
NOT English, send it back!!! If you asked for a nervous break-
down for Christmas, buy it.

RULE #3: Do NOT buy "quality".These things are expensive
and meant to last a lifetime.They won't break or wear out but they
will go out of style and you will be stuck with them forever. The
more you pay, the longer you will feel obligated to let these items

torment you.
RULE #4: Do NOT hang Christmas lights until you have "test-

ed" them ON THE GROUND. Changing 56 light bulbs on the
driveway is one thing but changing 56 light bulbs on the roof is
quite another.Your neighbours will laugh at you.

RULE #5: Do NOT hang Christmas lights that you are not
planning to take down. First, they look really stupid when the daf-
fodils bloom. Second, it is a lot easier to take down the whole
string than to change 56 light bulbs on the roof.Trust me, I know
these things. Mine have been up for three years now so I asked
Santa for a ladder and I'm hoping he will throw in a few elves.

RULE #6: Consider an artificial tree. Here we are in Aurora
planting thousands of trees in the Arboretum to keep our future
green and healthy and it is sad to see so many wasted trees that
might have thrived and graced our surroundings.Yes a "real" tree
looks pretty but it only smells nice until the dog mistakes it for an
indoor bathroom.

RULE #7: Do NOT go to the liquor store on December 24th
or 31st. Every year we are given a year's notice as to when next
Christmas and New Year's Eve will be. Those line-ups are
reserved exclusively for those who have asked for a nervous
breakdown for Christmas.

RULE #8: If you are a woman, do NOT go to the mall on
December 24th. This is "Men's Day". It is an annual tradition
women must respect or settle for gift certificates from sporting
goods stores. Just pack him an energy drink that day and slip in
a little "wish list"...complete with a map of the mall and the prod-
uct codes of the items of interest.Oh, and if it's snowing pack him

a shovel.
RULE #9: Eat, drink and be merry. Do NOT go to any

Christmas parties where they serve carrot sticks (these are for
Rudolph) instead of rum balls or make mashed potatoes with
skim milk as these people are clearly NOT in the Christmas spir-
it! If your bathroom scale is not keeping up with your credit card,
you are doing it all wrong!

RULE #10: Find someone who is ALONE this Christmas and
include them at your table. Leftovers are wonderful except when
they are people.

RULE #11: Do NOT wear anything unbecoming in public. No
matter how dear the person who gave you the unsightly gift it is
not worth the damage to your self esteem. I once went Boxing
Day shopping wearing a bulky pink track suit that made me
appear 140 pounds overweight. I have never recovered.

RULE #12: If they call you a Grinch, remind them there is joy
in what you DON'T get - frostbite, the flu, a fender bender at the
mall, etc. Then, make them take down the lights, put away the
decorations, freeze the leftovers, assemble the items that come
in long, flat boxes and return the items that are the wrong size,
shape and colour. Then, just sit back and enjoy another cup of
Christmas Cheer, sing a few Christmas carols off-key at the top
of your lungs and...watch them have a nervous breakdown!

Merry Christmas, Aurora! I wish you health, happiness and
short line-ups at the return counter!

Cathy Vrancic welcomes e-mail at:
ccaurora@rogers.com
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By DICK ILLINGWORTH

Bouquets &

BRICKBATS

BOUQUETS to Santa's elves for tipping off Poor Richard
that as this is his last BOUQUETS and BRICK-
BATS before Christmas he should remember the
spirit of the season and be kind to everyone so no

BRICKBATS until the New Year.

BOUQUETS to all the firefighters, police officers, para-
medics and all those providing a service to their
communities during the Christmas holiday season,
while those they serve are able to enjoy the com-

pany of family and friends.

BOUQUETS to Remo Agostino of the Daniels LR
Corporation for including three lots in his proposed
development at the corner of Bayview Avenue and
St. John's Sideroad to be used for Habitat to

Humanity homes.

BOUQUETS to Flo Murray the active soon-to-be 90-year-
old member and fundraiser supreme of the Aurora
Seniors Association for her letter to The Auroran
suggesting a road map of the traffic calming maze

in the northeast quadrant of the town so motorists can find
their way. Maybe it could be distributed with the next tax bill!

BOUQUETS to Liberal Leader Stephane Dion on being
selected as Poor Richard's Canadian Newsmaker
of the Year for all the wrong reasons, as he
dragged down the Liberal Party with him in spite of

the begging and pleading of his members.

BOUQUETS to Prime Minister Stephen Harper if he will
appoint an Ontario Progressive Conservative MPP
to one of the two vacant Ontario seats in the
Senate so that a vacancy can be created and

Conservative Leader John Tory can win a seat in the
Legislature to lead his party in these turbulent economic and
political times.

BOUQUETS to the Prime Minister if he will fire Finance
Minister Jim Flaherty who completely botched a
major economic policy statement at a time of global
financial turmoil, that was so wrongheaded that

much of it had to be withdrawn after two days, making
Flaherty the fall guy for Harper's policies.

BOUQUETS to Canwest Global Communications for
naming former Metro Toronto Chairman Paul
Godfrey as President and CEO of the National Post,
in the hopes that he can turn the rather dull grey

newspaper into a vibrant, exciting national daily. Godfrey has
finished a tour as President and CEO of the Toronto Blue
Jays, a position he has held since 2000.

BOUQUETS to Aurora resident Claudine Foong  for set-
ting her sights on the Ladies Professional Golf
Association tour as the 23-year-old has signed up
for two top developmental tours for Canadian

women's golfers including the Duramed Futures Tour and
CN Canadian Women's Tour.

BOUQUETS to the marketing organization behind the
new development coming to Aurora on the Hallgrove
Estates in the Leslie Street, Wellington Street East
and Highway 404 area for all the commercial/indus-

trial development on the property located immediately north
of the town-owned land. Maybe the town should copy!

BOUQUETS to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs if they will
appoint a supervisor to investigate all members of
the City of Vaughan council and the governance of
the municipality as council members have publicly

requested Mayor Linda Jackson resign, and BOUQUETS to
Linda for refusing to do so. In the meantime the taxpayers
suffer.

BOUQUETS and a MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY
NEW YEAR to all residents of Aurora, especially the
readers and advertisers of The Auroran, Aurora's
independent community newspaper, and Santa and

one of his reindeer on Page 1 this week.

.

.
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Discount 
RATES

Discount 
SERVICEwithout

Peter Virtanen 
CLU. Agent, Aurora 

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR, STATE FARM IS THERE:
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

PO58005CN State Farm • Home Offices Aurora, Ontario • Statefarm.ca™
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THIS AND THIS AND 
THAT CAFÉ 

THIS AND THAT

Coffee, 
Homemade

Muffins
& 

Cookies

COMFY!
You can even sit outside 

                        if you wish. 
You can even sit outside 

                        if you wish. 

We look forward to seeing you at: 15226A Yonge Street 
Behind Thomspon’s Furniture Parking in behind off Temperance St. 

               A great spot 
to sit and chat, hold a 
               A great spot 
to sit and chat, hold a  
meeting, or browse 
through our unique 
     collection of items 
         we have for sale; 
    books, antiques, all 
     kinds of nic nacks...
 as well as 

We offer a full line of banking options including 
personal and commercial accounts, loans, 

mortgages, line of credit, auto sales & leasing, 
investment and registered Plans plus 

affordable insurance solutions. 

905-727-1656

    erry   hristmas 
         
C M

H N Yearewappy 

and a 

Wishes Everyone a 

15010 YONGE ST. AURORA

Call me if you need 
solutions for your investment 

and retirement portfolio in 2009! 

Mutual Funds, Bonds 
Stocks on all leading exchanges

Stephen Forsey CIM FCSI
Investment Advisor

JONES, GABLE & COMPANY
LIMITED (Member CIPF)

905-726-9343www.jonesgable.com 

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora L4G 6W8 
Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037

Directors:
Brent Forrester - Laura Windover - Lorraine Lewis -  Amy Bauer

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

®

People who don’t want to pay for
calming are “hypocrites”: reader

To the editor,

I've read a great many let-
ters in this paper opposing
the traffic calming in the
north east historic core.

Aside from the safety
issues involving the chicanes
(which have merit, but may
be balanced by the resulting
reduction of traffic volume
and speed), the primary
argument appears to be a
righteous belief that, if all
Aurora taxpayers pay for
something, then all Aurora
taxpayers should stand to
benefit.

Allow me to call a pig, a
pig, and say that is absolute
and utter hogwash.

Additionally, and even
more importantly, anyone
making such an argument
and happening to live in one
of the newer subdivisions

with endless winding roads
and cul-de-sacs, is a hyp-
ocrite.

Governments at all levels
do many things for many
segments of society which
only benefit a few. How many
families benefit from the pro-
grams at the seniors' centre?

How many apartment
dwellers benefit from yard
waste pick ups?

If in fact, you are com-
plaining that these measures
actually benefit one segment
at the direct and measurable
expense of another, well I
have to ask, what about
noise bylaws, leash bylaws,
or parking bylaws which
place a measurable burden
upon some for the direct
benefit of others?

Most important is my
charge of hypocrisy.

I don't know where most

of these letter writers reside
in Aurora, but chances are
good that the ones who
complain about not being
able to easily navigate
through the Yonge and
Wellington intersection are
not from the old part of town.

Until they also start call-
ing for their neighbourhoods
to be overhauled to make
their roads straighter and
more accessible to other
town residents; until they
start petitioning council to
change the road layouts in
new subdivisions so that
they are less maze-like
before being built; their com-
ments should be given all
the consideration due to
hypocrites.

Or is it really okay for
their neighbourhoods to be
limited access but not oth-
ers?

Finally with regard to last
week’s letter by Joshy
Kallungal, who happens to
be one of the Aurorans who
is challenged by the Yonge

and Wellington intersection,
I find his use of the P. Eng
designation in his signature
to be somewhat cynical and
disingenuous.

P. Eng denotes a profes-
sional engineer which in this
context would imply that Mr.
Kallungal has some related
engineering background
which lends some authority
to his statements.

A quick search on the
PEO website, however,
reveals that he is, in fact, a
retired chemical engineer.
Hardly a branch of engineer-
ing that provides any expert-
ise in these matters.

I, too, am an engineer.
I have a degree in electri-

cal engineering and I hope
that everyone gives the
same appropriate weight to
my electrical degree as they
do to Mr. Kallungal's chemi-
cal degree with regard to
these civil matters.

Darryl Moore, P. Eng.,
Aurora

Thank you to all who
helped from the
Aurora Food Pantry
To the editor,

As we close another
year, it is with very thankful
hearts we are able to say
we have always had enough
food to meet each week’s
need as people come to the
Aurora Food Pantry.

Thank you to all who
supported us in the last
years.

The companies, organi-
zations, schools, those who
had parties and individuals
who drop off at stores, fire-
halls, churches and those
who bring directly to the
Food Pantry.

It is greatly appreciated.
Also, thank you to those

who shared produce from
their gardens this summer.
This is a great help.

I would like to thank all

the volunteers who give of
their time to man the Food
Pantry each week.

A special group who
come for their community
service hours are the high
school students.

This can be heavy and
tiring work which they do so
willingly. Thank You.

I wish I could thank all
individually but this is
impossible as there are
many behind the scenes
doing important jobs we
know little about.

May we all continue in
the coming year to make
Aurora the wonderful place
it is to live in.

Thank you, all.

Lorna Rummenie
Director
Aurora Food Pantry 

Confusing wording
To the editor,

In recent advertisements
to fill positions vacated by
staff who have moved on to
greener pastures, the mayor
has chosen to attempt to
lure talented professionals to
our Town by referring to
Aurora as "Hip, Upscale and
Well-Educated".

Is that supposed to attract
talent?

I would much rather see
my Town referred to as
"Prosperous, Caring and
Well Managed", but then
again, we can't say that, can
we?

S. Lee
Aurora
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Letter to the Editor

What's Happening at the 
Howard Johnson Aurora...

Live Musical Entertainment by 
“John Ferreira” 

He’ll have you dancing the night away
with great music and even 

some up-to-date Latin music.
You won’t be disappointed with John! 

Cocktail Hour with 
Hors D’oeuvres 

6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
Prime Rib Roast Beef Buffet Dinner 

7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
Dancing 

9:00 p.m. _ 1:00 a.m. 
Extensive Dessert Table 

NEW YEAR’S EVE GALA 

 NEW YEAR’S
 DAY BRUNCH

featuring a decadent Carving Station, 
Salad Bar and scrumptious Dessert Table

Ask about our 

Complimentary Individual Bottle of 
Champagne (375ml) 

per couple & New Year’s Eve 
Party Favours included

$165.00 per couple 
(includes taxes and gratuities) 

At Midnight 
Fresh Sliced Fruit, French Pastries 

and Coffee & Tea 

Please Join Us For Our 

Christmas Day Buffet

Reservations–905-727-1312
www.hojoaurora.com    •    15520 Yonge St., Aurora

Merry Christmas and Happy  New Year 
from Councillor Evelyn Buck

The very best to all in 2009!
www.evelynbuck.com Evelyn

This Holy Season, please take the time to stop and remember
and reminisce, be thankful for all we share; family, friends and

good neighbours, food on our tables and the privilege of living in the
great little Town of Aurora.

  When all is said and done, this is the true Spirit of Christmas!

Gas & Oil Heating Equipment
Humidifiers and Air Conditioners

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Ruth Johnson is remembered
To the editor,

The Aurora High
School alumni and many
senior residents of
Aurora were saddened to
learn of the passing of
Ruth (nee Knowles)
Johnson recently, anoth-
er well liked, honoured
student who attended
Aurora High School on
Wells Street during the
1942 - 1948 period.

Her younger sister,
Nora (nee Knowles)
McRober ts, also an
A.H.S. alumni, passed
away earlier this year in
March.

They were born and
raised on Catherine
Avenue, and were an
integral par t of "the
doings" on Catherine in
the thir ties.

Maxine (McKenzie)
Nisbet grew up living next
door to the Knowles fami-
ly and it is with fond
memories that I recall
"The Playhouse" upstairs
in the attic of the
McKenzie house.

Many happy hours
were spent "playing
house" with Maxine,
Ruth, and Nora.

Maxine had three won-
derful older sisters,
Margaret, Dorothy, and
Pauline, who were most
generous in giving us
their cast off clothes,
shoes, hats, and jewelry.

What fun we had and
what good memories of
those wonderful days.

After graduating from
A.H.S., Ruth and Nora
went on to university and
became teachers.

Nora taught at the Oak
Ridges School and even-
tually married her princi-
pal Mac McRoberts.

They bought the
Sisman home on
Catherine Ave., and
raised two sons, Bob and
Joe.

Both boys went on to

become math teachers
(like their grandfather).
Bob is the head of the
math department at Dr.
G.W. Williams Secondary
School.

Joe and family live in
Ecuador where he is
teaching math. Bob and
his family l ive in "the
Knowles House" on
Catherine Ave.

While attending A.H.S.
Ruth and Nora were
active in all the activities
of the school - such as
the Glee Club, Cadet
Corps. Drama, Spor ts,
and the popular Friday
Night Teenage Club.

Another good memory
I have: During A.H.S.
days in 1948 our senior
Gir ls Basketball Team
met Newmarket H.S. in
the championship finals.

Due to the keen rivalry
between our teams it was
decided by the officials
that the game should be
played on a neutral court.
St. Andrews was chosen
and arrangements were
made for the game.

It was a keenly played
game with A.H.S. win-
ning. I am glad that Ruth
and I were members of
that team, as well as
Florence (Bell) Atkinson,
another dear friend who
has passed on. Our team
photo hangs on the wall
at the school today.

Ruth and Nora were
daughters of Mr. and Mrs.
J.H. Knowles. Mr.
Knowles was the princi-
pal of A.H.S. and also
taught mathematics.
David was the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Norm Johnson.
Mr. Johnson was the sci-
ence instructor at A.H.S.

The irony was that
David and Ruth were
classmates all through
high school but it wasn't
until they attended uni-
versity that a romance
blossomed!

My mother was well

known for having bridal
showers and she had one
for Ruth and David. It was
well attended, mostly by
Catherine Ave. folk.

Those of us who knew
Ruth well were aware of
her kindness and
unselfish effort and sup-
por t to her husband
David at the time of Mr.
Johnson's failing health.

After his death they
continued to assist, sup-
port and help Mrs. Ada
Johnson up until she
moved into Park Place
Manor in her 100th year.
She has resided at Park
Place for several years.

Ruth and David have
maintained a close sup-
portive relationship with
Mrs. Johnson since her
move to the Manor.

At the time of our
Alumni reunion in 1988
Mrs. Johnson spoke on
behalf of Mr. Knowles and
her husband, Mr.
Johnson, who were both
deceased. She received a
standing ovation which
lasted nearly five min-
utes. She was voted the
Alumni's favourite senior
resident.

During one of our vis-
its when Mrs. Johnson
was sti l l  l iving in her
house, I dropped off a
photo that I came across
of her older son, Ted. Ted
looked so handsome in
his cadet uniform.

We had a nice visit
and she spoke so loving-
ly of David and Ruth stat-
ing their unconditional
love and support over the
years. She referred to her
"beloved daughter-in-
law".

After retir ing from
teaching, Nora become
very involved in commu-
nity work such as the
Cancer Society (she was
appointed captain).

She helped with activi-
ties in the United Church
and was named "Citizen

of the Year" in 1987. Nora
enjoyed her grandchil-
dren, Marnie and Kyle.
She was delighted that
they just l ived up the
street from them.

She was glad when Joe
married and she had
another grandchild named
Aaron.

Years ago Nora wrote a
book: "A collection of
Apple Recipes Book #1".
She wrote on it "To Jolyne
- a friend of many years,
enjoy cooking!  Love
Nora".

I am so privileged to
have a copy of her book.

After the passing of Mr.
Knowles, the girls inaugu-
rated a mathematics
award in memory of their
father.

It is awarded annually
at the Commencement
Exercises at Dr. Williams
Secondary School.

Each year we meet at
Williams at the reception
as our family presents an
athletic award in memory
of our brother Gar who
was an outstanding ath-
lete.

Over the years faces
change at the commence-
ment but it was always a
constant that either Ruth
or Nora would be there. I
looked forward to our
visit, as did my brother
Claire.

A few years ago Nora's
grandson, Kyle, won Gar's
award. Nora and Mac
were very pleased and
proud of their grandson.

Ruth leaves her dearly
loved husband Dave, her

daughter Jennifer who
was a real joy to her, and
sons John, Bruce, and
Bud of whom she was
very proud. She loved to
tell me of her lovely eight
grandchildren. She also
leaves a dearly loved
mother-in-law, Mrs. Ada
Johnson.

I learned of Ruth's
passing from Maxine
(Nisbet). It was such a
shock and personal loss
to both of us.

I was unable to sleep
and decided to write a
few thoughts and memo-
ries of these super girls
who contributed greatly in
the early years.

They will be remem-
bered not only by the

Alumni but by many
Aurora folk. I will always
remember the beautiful
countenance that each
gir l possessed, a trait
acquired from their lovely
mother, Mrs. Ivy Knowles.

Sometime, if you take
a drive up lovely
Catherine Avenue, note
just east of Fleury Street,
the third house on the
north side, a lovely red
brick house with a histor-
ical plaque on the wall
stating "The Knowles
House".

This is where it all
began 80 years ago.

Jolyne (Doolittle)
Bernardo
Mount Forest
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Merry Christmas 

      
Happy 

 New Year 

& 

York Region’s finest selection 
of Junior & Adult 

Starts Dec. 26DOT MADNESS 

Blue 20% 
Green 30% 
Red 50% 

Ski & Snowboard Wear 
& Accessories

OFF

DOORS OPEN 10 A.M.

15483 Yonge St., Aurora 
905-841-0949

(across from Howard Johnson)
14987 Yonge St., Aurora, Ont. L4G 1M5   •   905-727-4181

Jersey’s would like to remind you, please
DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE

Would like to wish everyone...
A very Merry Christmas 

& A Happy New Year 
From the Badali Family & Everyone At Jersey’s 

OPEN ON BOXING DAY

Dad was included in this old picture
To the editor,

I recently received a
clipping of "The Aurora
Boys", part of the 5th
Canadian Division.

This photo includes my
father, George E.
Richardson, and his close
freind Harold R. Baber,
beside him.

Baber was killed in
action but has three
nephews living in the
Newmarket and Stouffville
areas: Basil, Jack and
Harry.

My father survived WW
I and returned to take an
active part in farming at
the family farm at Vandorf
and civic duties in

Whitchurch Township and
York Region councils.

They were both sig-
nalers in the Machine Gun
Corps of the 198th
Battalion, Canadian
Expeditionary Force.

There are other familiar
names in the photo, one
being N.F. Johnson.

I think that this man

may be Norman Johnson,
who taught many of your
readers at Dr. G.W.
Williams Secondary
School.

I had seen this photo in
the Aurora Legion and
have it digitally to include
in our family history.

The article (Vol. 9, No.
3) about the Jack Woods

house is of interest to me
also, as this was the site of
my great, great, great
grandfather's home, Capt.
William Graham, of the
Duke of Cumberland's
Regiment of Foot during
the American Revolution,
later Lt. Col. of the 1st York
Militia  during the War of
1812  -1814.

Capt. Graham came
from Nova Scotia to work
as master carpenter on the
government buildings at
York during Gov. John
Graves Simcoe's term of
office. He was a United
Empire Loyalist.

As noted in the article
his son, Adam Graham,
twin brother of my ancestor
Peter Graham, also lived
there, making the house
bigger on the old founda-
tion.

A family story has it that
Unis Graham, William's
wife, being well along in
her pregnancy, went to
bring home the cows, but
returned with the twin boys
in her apron, having given
birth in the pasture field.

I'm not sure how the
cows fared that day!   

Your paper looks inter-
esting with the good histor-
ical articles.

Bill Richardson         
Uxbridge 

Hot Spot for kids now 17 years old
I can hardly believe

that Hot Spot Youth Club
is 17 years old, older by
far than any of the chil-
dren who spend their
Friday evenings with us.

Having a weekly place
for Grades 6 to 8 chil-
dren to relax and have
fun while practicing posi-
tive social skills seemed

like a relatively simple
idea.

It wasn't easy to do
and never would have
happened without the
wonderful community
support we received.

Our sincere thanks to
the Aurora Optimists and
the Opti-Mrs. for their
early support; and to the

Town for allowing us to
use the Community
Centre so that we could
get on our feet.

Ron Wallace, as our
Public School Trustee,
really wanted to believe
that we could do it and
has supported us from
the beginning.

Thank you to the many

volunteer parents who
helped us through those
first hard years.

After that an incredibly
dedicated youth staff
worked hard and demon-
strated great capability.

And it means so much
that Kevin and Vanessa
are still involved.

The dedication of the

Temple family has been
really amazing!

We've worked very
hard for the last 16 years
running bingos in order to
pay the operating expens-
es and to not have to ask
for help.

With the closing of the
Bingo Hall our future is
uncertain; but we haven't
given up the fight.

Wendy Gaertner
Aurora

A Christmas message
As we share the joy and friendship on this holiest of days
I wonder if we will ever get it and show the world the way.

We shuffle through the malls in flight to spend on those we love,
When we really should be releasing joy through the feather of the dove.

There is no money needed to enjoy the belief in peace
It’s the past we must move forward from and give that time release.

It’s the compassion we need to pass on to others and to not is the danger
We need to remember how to shine as a gift given in a manger.

So look to someone every day on and on these words reflect
And say to them I give you gifts of inclusion, empathy and respect.

Dave Heard
Aurora

Plan doesn’t include visits
To the editor,

Until we have a process
in place where all seniors
are treated with respect
and dignity, their families
are not fearful of reprisals
against their institutional-
ized parents when they
speak up for appropriate
care, and the issues of
neglect and abuse in long-
term institutions becomes

non-existent, there is little
comfort in knowing there
is fur ther expansion of
nursing home beds in this
province.

Seniors are fearful to
leave their homes.

Not only have they fol-
lowed media coverage
about the dangers in long-
term facilities, but they
hear about the disturbing
experiences first hand

from friends in nursing
homes.

Governments have
been aware of the crisis in
home care for years and
now seniors are to expect
some assistance will "roll
out over the next four
years”.

It will never come soon
enough for countless num-
bers of seniors who live
day by day with meagre

assistance, trying to stay
out of nursing homes.

The Aging at Home
Strategy that is supposed
to enable seniors remain in
their own homes does not
include one of the most
crucial elements – in-home
primary care physician vis-
its.

Ellen Watson
Aurora 
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130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome

Discount

RATES
without discount

SERVICE.
It’s no accident more
people trust State Farm
to insure their cars. 
Call today.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 
Canadian Head Office: Aurora, Ontario

PO50068CN  02/05

Allan Cruickshank CFP FLMI, Agent
300 Wellington St E
Aurora, ON L4G 1J5
Bus: 905-727-2749

www.allancruickshank.com

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

Merry Christmas, gentle
reader, and have a happy
New Year!

In this busy season lead-
ing to the great Christmas
festival, declining values of
homes and stock market
equities have aroused fear
and even terror in the minds
of some seniors.

Seniors feel helpless and
can find nobody to turn to
for help or even sound
advice, because nobody
knows how this financial
confusion will play out, and I
feel deeply for those who
are experiencing worry and
distress.

Advice on what to do
must be tailor made for each
of us and at this time, even
those viewed as experts are
confounded by the immensi-
ty of the convoluted and
extremely intricate machina-
tions of world financial mar-
kets, marching stubbornly to
the beat of an unfamiliar
drum.

On a more positive note
the realization that the day-
light now lengthens with
each passing day provides
some measure of cheerful
comfort.

Weak sunlight at this
time of the year fights gal-
lantly to drive back the cold
and dark winter nights, and
the result will show in the
coming weeks.

And in the heart of the
seniors’ cente, life will con-
tinue on, changing in rhythm
with the seasons and with
the inexorable passage of
time.

What has happened to

our world in this passing
year is now history and is
locked in the past securely
and with finality, but the
Seniors’ Centre will always
try to provide a kind environ-
ment no matter how hard
and cruel the world may be.

However, the future is
always ripe for the young at
heart and is open to our
senior interpretation, to our
intervention, our construc-
tion and the finest endeav-
ours of everybody who
wants to make life congenial
in our fraternity of seniors! 

The Canadian Cancer
Society invites you to an
informational afternoon
Thursday, January 8,
between 2 p.m. and 3.30
p.m.

This presentation will
offer information on the
progress of cancer
research, and the direction
of future research.

The Cancer Society
accomplishes its mission
with support from donors
and offers gift planning ways
to minimize estate taxes.

A “High Tea” at the centre
was overflowing with sen-
iors all in a merry and fes-
tive frame of mind.

Entertainment by George
St Kitts was excellent and in
this crowded environment
with all spaces occupied, I
quite by chance, was seated
next to George as he per-
formed, and in my judgment
he is always good.

Charles Sequeira and
Town Staff received a call to
provide a larger hall for the
next event, which is a

Senior Scape
“High Tea” needs more space

By BRIAN WARBURTON

necessity to allow such a
popular function to evolve
as it promises to do.

Though simple in con-
cept, this High Tea was out-
standing and the quality,
tone and ambience of this
afternoon were splendid.

The Evergreen Choir
directed by Enid Maize per-
formed a sequence of
Christmas choral arrange-
ments in a delightful man-
ner.

The choir warmed the
audience with the first
arrangements followed by
Bud and Stella Switzer, an
excellent couple who com-
bine in a very pleasing and
entertaining style.

The Straw Carol was per-
formed by Doug Riley and is

music I am unfamiliar with
but enjoyed greatly, and
which was very well
received by the crowded
audience complete with dig-
ital cameras and cam-
corders.

Doug’s wife Doreen was
the accomplished accompa-
nist and performed
admirably each of the
arrangements she played.

Sylvia Neal tenderly and
lovingly sang the beautiful
Ave Maria and Frank
Hawkins’ powerful voice ren-
dered Birthday of a King
very well, accompanied by
his wife Margie for this
arrangement.

The choir sang after
each solo or duet and on
occasion the audience was

invited to join in for several of
the well known carols.

The choir is composed of
seniors and is an experi-
enced and enthusiastic
group numbering about thir-
ty for this performance.

Choir Director Enid Maize
is always alert for new talent
and can be reached at 905-
841-9706.

The seniors’ centre will
close at noon December
24th and reopen Monday,
January 5th at 9 a.m.

The Centre will open for
the New Year’s dance
Wednesday, December 31st.

I wish everybody a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New
Year.

Brown planning
budget meeting

Newly-elected Newmarket-
Aurora Member of Parliament
Lois Brown wants to hear your
views and priorities for the
upcoming federal budget.

So she’s planning to hold a
Pre-Budget Consultation Town
Hall meeting in Aurora.

The event will take place
Thursday, January 8, in the
Aurora Council Chambers, locat-
ed at 1 Municipal Drive begin-
ning at 7.30 p.m.

“I’m asking residents in
Newmarket and Aurora to partic-
ipate in the important budget
process by attending a Pre-
Budget Consultation meeting,”
said Ms Brown. “Federal budget

2009 is a crucial step towards
our economic recovery and it’s
essential we have input and
direction from the public.All com-
ments, verbal and written, are
welcome and will be forwarded
directly to the Minister of
Finance, Jim Flaherty.”

Participants interested in
making a formal deputation will
need to pre-register.

Everyone in attendance will
have an opportunity to provide
their input.

For more information or to
pre-register, contact Lois
Brown’s Constituency Office at
905-953-7515 or e-mail her at
Brownlo@parl.gc.ca.
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SPORTS

on NOW! 

SHOP 
AURORA

NEW & USED BOOKS

52  OFF
%05  OFF

%
Selected Used Hard Covers Used Paperbacks

* *

**

Closed from Christmas Day 
through January 13th

905-727-330095 Edward St. at the top 
of Harrison Avenue

SHOP 
AURORA

BOXING DAY SALE 

Order books 
on-line at 

auroran.com
R&R 

Tigers win one, storm cancels another
A Provincial Junior A

hockey game between
the Villanova Knights and
the Aurora Tigers was
one of at least 14 games
cancelled Friday night
when a winter storm
whipped through south-
ern Ontario, dumping
almost a foot of snow on
Aurora.

But the Tigers made up
for it one night later when
they defeated the Upper
Canada Hockey Club 6-2
after jumping into a 5-0
lead after 40 minutes of
play.

A game played Sunday
afternoon at the
Community Centre where
Aurora hosted the
Collingwood Blues was
too late for results to
appear in this issue.

While the weather 
was threatening Sunday
morning there was no
indication at press time
that the game would be
cancelled.

Make-up for the can-
celled games Friday night
has not been announced.

Saturday night, Aurora
got a pair of goals from

Kyle McLaughlin, and sin-
gles from Dominic
Monardo, Nick Vangog,
Tyler Virgoe and David
Morley as they racked up
the rather easy victory.

The goal, plus an
assist by Monardo,
allowed him to keep
three-point lead in the
Tiger scoring race.

He now has 25 goals
and 29 assists for 54
points, staying ahead of
teammate Morley, who
also added two points on
Saturday to bring his indi-
vidual record to 51 points.

Michael Sardella had a
pair of assists to maintain
his third place standing in
the scoring race with a
total of 49 points.

Following Sunday’s
game, Tigers will take a
Christmas break and will
not return to the Aurora
Community Centre until
Friday, January 9, when
t h e y  m e e t  t h e
Georgetown Raiders.

That game begins at
7.30 p.m.

In the meantime, they
travel to Collingwood to
meet the Blues January

2, then head to Villanova
to meet the Knights for a
game January 4.

Saturday, January 10,
they meet the Beehives in
Dixie, then the following
day head to Collingwood
for another meeting with
the Blues.

AURORA 6
UPPER CANADA 2

First Period

A - Kyle McLaughlin
(Bushbacher, Trainor) 13.37

Second Period

A - Dominic Monardo
(Morley, Sardella) 5.24

A - Nick Vangog (Virgoe) 8.38
A - Tyler Virgoe (Mooney)

14.10
A - Kyle McLaughlin

(Morley, Monardo) 19.11

Third Period

UC - Justin Brooks (Martin)
7.25

A - David Morley (Sardella,
Monardo) 9.04

UC - Nikita Poliakov
(Solomon) 13.17



AURORA MINOR 
HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
Results to Sunday, December 21

House League
Novice

206 Caravan Kids Penguins 8 - Nicholas Vamvakaris  6G
2A, Raffaele Parente 2G 3A, Thomas Morra 2A, Christopher
Foschia 2A, Benjamin Pitre 1A. 205 Caravan Kids Leafs 2 -
Vaughan Hewgill  1G, Evan Bryan 1G, Christian Ridd 1A.

202 Caravan Kids Bruins 4 - Christopher Walsh 3G 1A,
Vince Rotondi 1G, Jack Campbell 1A, Matthew Romano 1A.
204 Caravan Kids Flyers 3 - Dillon Varone  2G, Paul Cotturo
1G, Adam Wochenmarkt 2A, Ethan Cohen 2A, Liam
Patterson 1A, Kyle Kasak 1A.

201 0. 203 0.

206 Caravan Kids Penguins 5 - Nicholas Vamvakaris
2G, Colin Windle 1G 1A, Callum Gorrell 1G, Thomas Morra
1G, Alexander Mueller 2A, Raffaele Parente 2A, Teigan Avery
1A. 203 Carvan Kids Senators 2 - Chris Sands 1G, Jake
Carson 1G, Ryan Ruuskanen 1A, Justin Carcone 1A, Kenzie
MacMillan 1A.

205 Caravan Kids Leafs 4 - Evan Bryan 1G 1A, Dylan
Clark 1G 2A, Tristan Hicks 1G 1A, Dane Kerkkamp 1A, Justin
Stewart 1A, Jack Fournier 1A, Vaughan Hewgill 1A. 204
Caravan Kids Flyers 1 - Brendan Dodd 1G.

201 Caravan Kids Flames 5 - Ben Godber 1G, William
Reid 1G, Nick Robinson 1G, Lucas Alberico 1G, Keegan
Fisher 1G 1A, Adam Dipiero 3A, Noah Cepelak 1A, Jack
Hosmer 2A. 202 Caravan Kids Bruins 2 - Wayne Freeman
1G, Matthew Winters 1G, Jacob Yap 1A, Shayne Colin 1A,
Nicholas Huxley 1A.

Rep League 
Newmarket Redmen Atom AE 4. Aurora Tigers Atom

AE 2 - Keegan Matthew 1G, Jeffrey McKay 1G, Zachhary
Fletcher 1A, Charles Bennett 1A, Tristan Kuchar 1A.

Aurora Tigers Minor Bantam A 6 - Matthew Pryse 2G
2A, Ryan Baskin 2G, Eric Damecour 1G 2A, Quincy Ing 1G
1A, Eric Archibald 2A, Vincent Ruscica 1A, Braden
Casselden 1A. Markham Waxers 1.

Aurora Tigers Minor Bantam A 5 - Eric Archibald 1G 1A,
Ryan Baskin 1G 1A, Andrew McDonald 1G 1A, Vincent
Ruscica 1G, Evan Romano 1G, Matthew Pryse 1A, Eric
Damecour 1A. Richmond Hill Stars 5.

Aurora Tigers Minor Bantam A 2 - Eric Archibald 1G,
Quincy Ing 1G, Matthew Pryse 1A, Eric Damecour 1A.
Stouffville Clippers 2.

Aurora Tigers Minor Bantam A 6 - Andrew McDonald 2G
1A, Ryan Baskin 1G 1A, Eric Archibald  1G 1A, Matthew
Pryse 1G, Casey Severini 1G, Vincent Ruscica 2A, Eric
Damecour 2A, Collin Laird 1A. Shutout - Ethan Slimkowich.
Orillia Terriers 0.

Georgina 4. Aurora Tigers Midget AE 2 - Patrick Che
1G, Shea McGlone 1G, Justin Killens 1A, Mattheus Vloet 1A,
James Sendel 1A.

Aurora Tigers Midget AE 5 - Stephen Di Nallo 2G,
Andrew McKay 1G 2A, Mike Madigan 1G, Mattheus Vloet 1G,
James Sendel 1A, Alex Heintzman 1A, Justin Killens 1A.
Stouffville Clippers 3.

Aurora Tigers Midget AE 4 - Jake Boyle 2G, Patrick Che
1G 2A, James Sendel 1G, Stephen Di Nallo 2A, Andrew
McKay 1A. TNT Tornadoes 3.

on your heating costs with the 
Carrier Infinity 96 furnace

SAVE up to 40% 

New Year’s Day 
Thursday, Jan 1st 

7:30 p.m.
Guest: Russ Moyer 

THE WORD OF THE LORD FOR 2009
Russ is our founding Apostle and Prophet. 

He is also the Director of Eagle Worldwide Ministries. 
Russ walks in the office of a Prophet and ministers around the world. 

With uncertainty in the world today come hear the sure word of the Lord

The Gathering Place(Inside Gateway Lanes)
210 Edward Street, Aurora

905 841-0172

Christmas Eve Service
7:00 p.m. 

Join us as we celebrate the birth of Christ!!

Monday night
men’s hockey

TEAM                                          W      L       T       F       A        Pts

Highland Chev-Cad                       9 3 1 53 30 19
Tom & Jerry’s                             7 4  2  52 40 16
FPL Aggregates  7 5  1 47 46 15
Baldwin’s    7 5  1 53 45 15
Priestly Demolition  5 6  2  48 44 12
Masterclean Cont. 5 7 1  45 52 11
Law Insurance Bkrs. 4 8 1 36 55 9
Rec Cycle N' Sports 3 9 1 30 50 7

WEEKLY SCORES

Law Insurance   4       Highlands Chev 4 
Tom & Jerrys     1       FPL Aggregates        0

Priestly Demolition    6        Baldwin’s       5
Masterclean Con. 2        Rec Cycle      2

PLAYER STANDINGS

NAME G A Pts
Jody Matthews            Highland's 10 13 23
Tom Hussey Masterclean 10 13 23
Todd Richardson FPL                 15 7 22
Mark Swirla Priestly 10 11 21
John Archibauld Highland's 14 5 19
Jason Muise Priestly 12 5 17
Brad McMillan Baldwins 9 8 17
Steve Kavanah Baldwins 7 10 17
Rob Blakely Masterclean 9 6 15
Craig McConnell Masterclean 9 6 15
Dean Iwai Tom & Jerry's 9 6 15
Pat O'Mahony Priestly 6 9 15
Darren Yaremko Tom & Jerry's 4 10 14
Bruce Chappell Highland's 1 13 14
Ed Kilroy Rec Sports 6 7 13
Mark Inglis Law Insurance 4 9 13
Chris Neale Highland's 8 4 12
Mike O'Conner Baldwins 8 4 12
Scott Crabbe Highland's 4 8 12
Ken Rumble Highland's 4 8 12
Hugh Alcorn Masterclean 1 11 12
Vince Greco Tom & Jerry's 7 4 11
Dave Caverley FPL 6 5 11
Steve Robertson Baldwins 5 6 11
Charlie Steenhorst FPL 2 9 11
Ken Fisher Law Insurance 3 7 10
Joel Reeves Tom & Jerry's 2 8 10
Mark Sedore Priestly 2 8 10
Pat Davies Priestly 7 2 9
Dwayne Smith Law Insurance 6 3 9
Gerald Briand Baldwins 3 6 9
Ed Jackson Baldwins 4 5 9
Doug Adair Rec Sports 3 6 9
Scott Pogue Law Insurance 3 6 9
Scott Thomas Tom & Jerry's          2 7 9
Mike Caicco Baldwins 1 8 9
Peter Briand Baldwins 5 3 8
John Yaremko Tom & Jerry's 5 3 8
Ron Van Noort FPL 4 4 8
Paul Gibson Baldwins 3 5 8
Steven MacDonald Highland's 2 6 8
Brandon Chappell Highland's 5 2 7
Jerome Flanigan Baldwins             2 5 7
Raz Khamissa Law Insurance 4 3 7
Derek Preston FPL 4 3 7
Alain Boudreau Highland's 3 4 7
Ron Thiessen Tom & Jerry's 3 4 7
Darryl Thompson Tom & Jerry's 3 4 7
John Anderson Rec Sports 2 5 7
Jason Holbert Tom & Jerry's 2 5 7

By ROBERT REVINGTON

Anyone looking to
improve their golf game-
regardless of what month it
is-can try the Aurora Golf
Improvement Lab
Environment (AGILE).

Located on 160
Wellington Street East, in
the same space being
used by York Executive
Fitness, the unique pro-
gram is led by certified golf
instructor Brian Morrissey.

AGILE bills itself as the
home of "body motion
golf".

As the program's web-
site explains, "If you move
your body the same way
every time, you will get the
same results every time".

This concept forms the
basis for AGILE's year-
round golf improvement
training.

AGILE's top tool is the
use of 3D body motion
analysis, which is powered
by Zenolink-a leader in
sports body motion.

Other techniques used
by AGILE include analyses
of putters and putting style
and mental golf work-
shops.

They also offer 2D video
analysis of swing mechan-
ics, ball flight statistics on
a launch monitor, and
other training methods.

According to Morrisey,
the concept started eight
years ago.

"I realized that people
who wanted to improve
their golf game needed a
simpler system than those
that I had seen or been
taught as a Golf
Professional," he said.

In evidence, Morrisey
explained, "Thir ty years
ago, the average score
was about 98 for an 18-
hole round. "After 30 years

of research and technolo-
gy applied to golf, the aver-
age score in 2007 was still
98".

Morrisey said, "Those
facts were my motivation to
develop my new system
called the GOLFE Power
Vest-which stands for Golf
Physique Enhancement".

Morrisey spent a long
time studying to perfect the
system-culminating in a
three-year stay in Georgia.

At AGILE, Morrisey
uses an approach to golf
coaching he refers to as
The Hexagon of Player
Development.

The six components of
the hexagon are Basic
Instruction, Course
M a n a g e m e n t ,
M e n t a l / E m o t i o n a l ,
Physical Conditioning,
Equipment, and Shot
Making Skill.

"This system is the sim-
plest way to learn or
improve golf quickly," he
said.
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Canadian Mortgage Expert

15263 Yonge St. Ste. 2  •  416-987-0334
www.thelendingplace.ca  •  ron@thelendingplace.ca

The
Lending
Place
M o r t g a g e s  M a d e  S i m p l e

Learn to play golf
with snow outside
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© 2007, Mortgage Intelligence Inc., all rights reserved. ® Registered trademark of Mortgage Intelligence Inc. 

For All Your Mortgage Needs
•Residential and Commercial Made Easy • Debt consolidation and Business for Self

Ed Schlotter, Mortgage Consultant 
Serving Aurora
905.727.0112
www.mortgageintelligence.ca/edschlotter

FSCO # M 08001523

Light up your life!
Lighting • Fixtures • Fans 

220 Industrial Pkwy.S.905-841-2832
Call for hours

Great Prices 

A&F Hair Elite
Barbershop & Hair Styling 

                                                       With this ad. Offer expires Wed. Dec. 31/08

In the Aurora Shopping Centre - by No Frills 
905-727-6212 

Women’s Haircut
Only $18 

Men’s Haircut, Wash and Style

$24 with wash $28

✁

✁

MOON GARDEN
RESTAURANT Since 1969 

Dinner for

4 Egg Rolls 
Sweet and Sour Chicken Balls 
Honey Garlic Breaded Spare Ribs 
Beef with Broccoli 
Chicken Chow Mein 
Chicken Fried Rice

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O.

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington.
Parking in behind.905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3232$$ 9595

Seven of the 15-member York-Team Klees players
who participated in last summer’s Canada Senior
Games met their sponsor in Aurora last week.In
photo at left seated are,left to right,Don Munro,
Norm Smart and Alex Ansell.Standing,left to right,
are George Buffett,Paul Tomlinson,Frank Klees,
Ken Wilkinson and George Sled.Above photo
shows Klees displaying the sweater the team 
presented to him during the meeting.

Auroran photos by Ron Wallace

Senior Games hockey
players meet sponsor

Seven of the 15 hockey
players who represented
this area at last summer’s
Canada Senior Games
hockey tournament in New
Brunswick, met their spon-
sor last week.

Known as York-Team
Klees, the team, all players
over 65 years of age, was
the first over 65 team from
Ontario to participate in the
games.

During their meeting,
players presented Frank
Klees, Newmarket-Aurora
MPP, with his own hockey
shirt, socks and photo of
the team in his Aurora con-
stituency office.

The games were held in
Dieppe, New Brunswick.

More than 1,500 partici-
pants competed in 20 dif-
ferent sports events, repre-
senting different areas of
Canada.

The oldest person par-
ticipating at the event was a
woman from Alberta.Her
event was javelin.

She was 96 years old.

Aurora’s Alex Ansell was
behind the organization of
the squad.

He sought players from
the York Oldtimers Hockey
League’s over 60 division
and they were asked if they

NEED A GREAT PRESENT FOR
THE GOLFER IN YOUR LIFE?

A GIFT CERTIFICATE FROM US WILL GUARANTEE 
THEM A BETTER SEASON NEXT YEAR!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO REGISTER 
FOR OUR FREE SEMINARS STARTING IN JANUARY

Aurora Golf Improvement Lab
by appointment only

Brian Morrissey

Our Lab is located inside 
York Executive Fitness at
160 Wellington St. East

www.golflab.ca
brian@golflab.ca

289-221-6230

Let's talk about  GOLFING. Many people have all but
given up on getting better and think they are as good 
as they can get. Think again. Everyone, from elite golfer 
to beginner, who completed our program for 
GOLF IMPROVEMENT AT AGILE has gotten better...
most are better than they ever dreamed possible. 
Email me and I will send you the link to a complimentary 
trial session to find out what they are talking about. 
Your golfer will feel better, look better and be a better 
GOLFER after their program with us. I guarantee it.

Aurora Seniors
Duplicate Bridge

Monday,December 8:
N/S - Sheldon Fast and
Eva Guttman;Dennis
McFadden and Frank
Lablans;Murray Sinclair
and Don Newman.E/W -
Rose White and Gloria
Smith;Inger Kamel and
Priscilla Hull;Zeta Corry
and Jeannine Mackie.

Monday, December
15: N/S - Bonnie Scheel
and Melody Irving;
Sheldon Fast and Eva
Guttman;Frank Lablans
and Dennis McFadden.
E/W - Inger Kamel and
Priscilla Hull;Rose White
and Gloria Smith;Ev
Dickie and Audrey
Robertson.

YORK SPRING & RADIATOR
to have your heater flushed!

Heater flushes that actually work, 
especially for newer Taurus & Dodge.

IT’S COOL TO BE HOT!
60 Industrial 

Pkwy.North,Aurora  
905727-3121

If your car is 
colder inside than

out,it’s time 
to visit...

           11in Group Benefits For Firms
with 1–50 People1–50

CANADA’S 
LEADING 

PLAN

Please call 905-750-0032
Johnson Financial Group 

Rod Johnson; ext. 223, Ian Johnson; ext. 222

were interested in playing
and a team was selected.

Representation came
from the Newmarket No
Stars, Aurora Oldtimers
and Aurora Bookends
teams.

To prepare for the event,
a number of practices were
held against younger 
members of the over 60
division.

“Many thanks are
extended to Frank Klees
for arranging for sponsor-
ship of the uniforms for the
team,”Ansell said.“They
are distinctive.”

The next Canada Senior
Games will be hosted by
Brockville, Ontario, in
August, 2010, and it is
hoped York will be repre-
sented at that one, he said.
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York Region’s Choice for Home Renovations 

 

WE GUARANTEE: 
• Superior Services • Affordable Rates 

• Flexible Schedules • Dependable Staff 

Call today to book your

ALL RENOVATIONS
• Decks • Landscaping 

• Basements • Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Renovations & Repairs • Flooring 

• DESIGN CONSULTATION

FREE QUOTE!

Satisfying York Region residents 
for over a decade!

When You Want It Done RightWhen You Want It Done Right

Two Brothers General Contractors Two Brothers General Contractors 
Renovations Done Right!Renovations Done Right!

416-562-7153416-562-7153

Inside AND Outside.

TOONIE THURSDAYS 
ALL DAY 

10AM TO 10PM

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationali-
ties
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

         905-841-1030
Direct: 416-460-0453 HONESTY and INTEGRITY

GOOD OLD FASHIONED HARD WORK

BROKERAGE

MARTIN READ

www.martinread.ca

Sales Representative

The Right Choice

RUMOURS  AND RAMBLINGS

Police takeover of buildings irks politicians
Regional government did not come easy to York Region

as local politicians fought to save their own autonomy and
the creation of a regional police force by combining local
police forces was an example.

When the regional force took over the police buildings
in Aurora, Sutton, Keswick and Vandorf there were cries of
confiscation without compensation from local politicians.

The buildings in question were taken over by the region
because more than 40 per cent of the premises were
occupied by the local police force, while other police
departments did not occupy that amount of space so the
region paid rent to the local municipality which owned
them.

At regional council, Aurora was successful in gaining
support for a motion that when the police buildings that
had been taken over by the region were no longer needed,
they would revert back to the local municipality at no cost.

COST OF CAR OWNERSHIP

The cost will be higher today but in September, 1995,
faster depreciation and higher gasoline taxes helped to
drive the annual cost of owning a typical car to more than
$7,700 in 1995 or about 32.1 cents a kilometre.

The annual survey carried out by the Canadian
Automotive Association noted that cost increases for
Canadian motorists outpaced inflation in 1995 and
motorists paid $911.75 more than they did in 1994 to own
and operate a car.

Gas and oil, maintenance and regular tires were esti-
mated to cost about $2,112 for the year, while ownership
costs including insurance, depreciation, financing and
snow tires totalled $5,602.

Regular unleaded gas was estimated at 58.4 cents a
litre, up from 52.4 cents in 1994.

BOXING DAY QUIET IN 1986

In spite of the furor over stores opening on Boxing
Day in Barrie things were relatively quiet in York Region
on December 26, 1986.

According to York Regional Police only five stores in
the region were documented as being open illegally the
day after Christmas.

Even then, police said the stores would not be
charged until the Ontario Ministry of Consumer and
Corporate Affairs had an opportunity to examine police
reports.

No stores in the Aurora-Newmarket area were found
by police to be illegally open, but several operations in
the south of the region were found to be in violation of
provincial law limiting store openings on Boxing Day.

According to police the stores that were open were
habitual offenders that were always open on Sundays
and holidays.

CODE OF CONDUCT PROBLEMS

Aurora Council's Code of Conduct has yet to be
tried, but problems could occur similar to those experi-
enced by the Toronto District School Board last sum-
mer.

The trustees gave themselves the power to ban any
of their fellow trustees from attending the board's pri-
vate meetings and receiving confidential information if
the board decides the trustee has broken the Code of
Ethics, including leaking private information.

But elected politicians banning other elected politi-
cians from attending meetings of the body they have
been elected to is an affront to democracy and the con-
stituents who elected them.

DEMS: dangerous way to make a living
By IAN SWEET
Aurora Legion

DEMS? Who?
They were known as

"DEMS" Ratings - a select group
of World War II non-commis-
sioned naval personnel who
served in a relatively unknown
but special branch of the Royal
Canadian Navy.

Most everyone is familiar with
the courageous feats and dedi-
cation of the Canadian
Merchant Navy (MN).

To serve on merchant ships
during wartime was to expose
oneself to extreme danger, often
in excess of that experienced on
warships, the reason being that
the speed was slow and your
maneuverability was limited.

Cargoes more often than not
consisted of high explosives,
bombs, high octane gasoline
and other extremely dangerous
materials all necessary for the
war effort.

Most importantly, the mer-
chant ships were the main target
for the marauding U-boats and
everyone knew this.

Because of the inherent dan-
ger it was fitting that Canadian
merchant seamen were given
recognition for their wartime con-
tributions.

It was something long over-
due but many Canadians do not
realize that these merchant sea-
men were not alone on these
dangerous and often fatal voy-
ages.

They were accompanied by
a small contingent of highly
trained (and mostly young) naval
ratings who volunteered to serve
on the merchant ships to assist
in defending them against
enemy action from the sea and
air.

This special group was
known as DEMS ratings. The
term was derived from
"Defensively Equipped
Merchant Ships (DEMS).

The term "Ratings" in the
naval service applies to Non-

Commissioned rank.
Most naval gunners were

non-commissioned and operat-
ed aboard their assigned ships
without benefit of supervision by
naval officers.

Some ships had a non-com-
missioned petty officer as the
senior gun layer. Others had a
Leading Seaman (LS) as the
highest naval person aboard.

Most DEMS gunners were
Ordinary (OS) and Able
Seaman (AB) who had all volun-
teered, demonstrating their abili-
ties to act without supervision
and qualification by way of writ-
ten and practical examinations in
order to serve as a DEMS gun-
ner.

In the early years of the war.
it was not uncommon for a single
DEMS rating to be handed a
stripped down "Lewis" machine
gun and then placed aboard a
merchant ship with instructions
to protect it as best he could
against enemy aircraft.

As war years progressed, so
did the training of this special
force and the number of DEMS
ratings placed aboard a mer-
chant ship increased in propor-
tion to the size of the ship and
consideration of the armament it
contained.

The popular 10,000 ton
"Park" ships (our counterpart of
the American "Liberty" ships)
would have approximately
seven or eight DEMS gunners
abroad.

Merchant sailors were often
given quickie courses by the
DEMS ratings personnel to
assist them in passing ammuni-
tion and where possible, in the
operation of the gun(s).

During the final years of the
war, a typical "Park" ship or large
tankers would be armed with
multiple machine guns, 20 mm
Oerlikons, 50 calibre anti-aircraft
machine guns, 12 pounder and
4 inch high angle anti-aircraft
deck guns and in some cases, a
4.7 inch low angle naval desk
armament. Rockets and aerial

mines, if aboard, were also the
responsibility of the DEMS rat-
ings.

In the gunnery training on
machine guns, each DEMS rat-
ing had to be able to disassem-
ble and reassemble the many
types of large calibre machine
guns while blindfolded.

Also, each rating had to qual-
ify in all of the large gun positions
which required up to seven gun-
ners to operate efficiently.

On such large guns, DEMS
ratings had to demonstrate that if
the gun crew was reduced down
to three by loss to injury or
wounding, that the gun could be
kept operational.

Why would any naval rating
want such a job? Each sailor
had his own reason and most
would probably say "adventure"
and travel as merchantmen
sailed everywhere.

Of course "everywhere"
meant the North Atlantic, the
dangerous Murmansk run and
the Japanese warship-infested
South Pacific. DEMS ratings
had few choices.

For the most part you went
where the Navy thought you
were needed the most. This
could take you to all parts of the
world.

Merchant seamen had one
main advantage over DEMS rat-
ings. They received bonus pay
for dangerous crossings. In
some cases this was substan-
tial.

The Murmansk run purport-
edly paid up to $1,000 to each
merchant seaman aboard when
the trip was completed.This was
in addition to the seaman's pay.
The DEMS rating was only

given his regular pay (approxi-
mately $1.45 per day, depending
on his particular naval rating).

There were other small ben-
efits.

Because merchant ships
often had neutral country desti-
nations, it would be unlawful,
technically speaking, for military
personnel to be given shore
leave in such countries. For this
reason, each DEMS gunner rat-
ing upon boarding a merchant
ship was required to sign on as
a seaman (as opposed to a mil-
itary person).

Sea tradition calls for each
sailor to be paid and accordingly
DEMS personnel were paid 15
cents per day for each day
aboard.

Another benefit was that
DEMS gunners were permitted
to maintain a full complement of
clothing and were given minor
clothing allowance and an extra
sea bag for containment of this
gear.

This was necessary
because, if in a neutral port, if
any gunner was to go ashore in
his naval uniform, he would in all
probability be interred as a com-
batant in an otherwise neutral
country.

DEMS personnel represent-
ed less than two percent of our
Canadian naval personnel, how-
ever, their casualty rate was high
by comparison due to the signif-
icant amount of casualties suf-
fered aboard the type of ships
they served on.

Aurora Legion member Don
Dempsey Sr.,  RCNVR, served
as a DEMS rating from 1944 to
the end of WWII on the West
Indies convoys.

Aurora Legion column
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Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

CLEAN WITH CARE experi-
enced, efficient, thorough
home cleaning with an added
personal touch 905-727-2353.

CARPET - I have sev-
eral thousand yards of
new Stainmaster 
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet
your living room & hall
for $389. Price includes
carpet, pad and instal-
lation (30 square
yards). Steve 905-898-
0127.

HELP WANTED � BUSINESS SERVICES

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week. (*This section only)  Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or go to  www.auroran.com 

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

• beginners to advanced
• ongoing classes 

• drawing & painting techniques 
• help students prepare portfolios for college and art school 

• no artistic experience necessary 
905-726-8883

Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 
Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV. 

mi.design@sympatico.ca 

 LEARN HOW TO DRAW & PAINT... 
 just like the Masters 

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

DANCE PARTY

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

Level 1:  8 p.m.  Cha Cha & Waltz
Level 2:  9 p.m.  Rumba & Tango
Classes take place at the Royal Canadian Legion in Aurora
105 Industrial Parkway North
(Please park around back and enter through that door)

Mon., January 5th 2008
for 8 weeks. 
Cost only $85.00

Friday’s at Jaymor
Starting Jan. 9th

at the Aurora Royal Canadian Legion 
105 Industrial Parkway North – 7 p.m. 

Rumba & Tango level 3 

Friday,  Jan 30th

DANCE CLASSES

then practice sesson at the end of the evening 
West Coast Swing  lesson 

Site: www.SteveMillerDance.ca 
Call Steve Miller at 416-439-6557 
Email: Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca  

P R O  P A I N T I N G
Int./Ext fast, clean, pro-
fessional & affordable,
last minute no problem!
905-898-3445.

HELP 
WANTED BUSINESS

SERVICES

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish.
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033

SEEKING SALES PRO-
FESSIONAL for Web
development company
please send resume to
hr@auroraonline.com or
call 905-222-2022.

� �FOR SALE

� OFFICE SPACE

� CONDO FOR RENT

SEEKING INTERMEDI-
ATE/SENIOR WEB
D E V E L O P E R / P RO -
GRAMMER Should have
good knowledge of PHP,
MySQL & Java Script
Please send resume to
hr@auroraonline.com
905-222-2022.

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION

905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811 
e-mail: limousines@sympatico.ca

(AURORA BASED)

Hire either a Lincoln or a Hybrid 

“Green Limousine” 
for your next airport or downtown transportation.

From only $65.00! 
Call Alan @ York Region Limousines

Not everyone 
needs your services 

all the time, 
but...

if you want to be 
there when they do, 

advertise in 

THE AURORAN
Classifieds

905-727-7128 

� SWIM CLASSES

� TRAINER � DANCE CLASSES
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DRAWING CLASS
All level small group
English and Chinese.
Call Yunhong at 
9 0 5 - 7 1 3 - 3 6 5 0
http://www.yhartstu-
dio.com

� ART CLASSES

OFFICE FOR RENT,
Yonge and Mosley area.
For more information, call
Telly at 905-717-4073.

Specializing in Stonework, Brick, Fireplaces & Glass Block 
30 years experience 

905-955-1726, 905-898-6782

Brick • Block • Stone 
TAYLOR MASONRY 

Quality Workmanship by an 
Experienced Tradesman

better 
water
pure 
and 
simple™

SIX PACK OF
SAVINGS

Rent a Softener for 
$1.00 per month 

for 6 months & receive 
6 Free Bags of Salt!

Not valid with other offers. Installation not included. Offers and participation may vary. O.A.C.

✁

✁

Ron Butler 

Cell: 416-818-5075 •  905-841-8249

If you could TEACH SOMETHING, build your class
–help someone learn, for $7 a week, would you do it?

Call us at: 905-727-7127 at Auroran Classifieds

CLASSES • SEMINARS •  WORKSHOPS • COURSES

W H I R L P O O L
UPRIGHT, thin, twin
heavy duty washer &
dryer. Large capacity.
$550. 905-713-1603 or
416-347-9703.

HOME REPAIRS &
Renovations. Call Brad.
905-717-9582

CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY 
THROUGH JANUARY 12TH

E X P E R I E N C E D
FEMALE Certified
Personal Trainer Older
Adult Specialist Private
Studio Aurora Free
Consultation 905-726-
3287

THANK
YOU 
FOR 

SHOPPING 
IN 

AURORA

Naples, FL - Condo
rental on Golf Course;
Kevin 905-841-5444 or
visit www.travelnaples
florida.com

Tutoring Positions Available 

We Care Tutorial Services Inc. 

For information call:
1-877-WCTS-INC (928-7462)

Tutoring 
in the comfort of your own home 

since 1977

SWIM GYM INC.
owned & operated by Yvonne Cattrall,

current Masters World Record holder, 44
years’ teaching & coaching experience.

Learn to swim, year round lessons.

BOOKING SUMMER 2009 NOW!
AURORA SELKIES SWIM CLUB

for children & youth  
AURORA SELKIES MASTERS SWIM CLUB

for adults over 18 
ADULT FIT SWIM 

EXCELLENT PUBLISHED RATES FOR ALL PROGRAMMES

www.swimgym.ca



This development could
also be associated with a
new Youth Centre, the need
for which ranked highly in the
survey.These could poten-
tially be housed in the
Leisure Complex, if the exist-
ing Club Aurora fitness facili-
ty is moved to the new Rec
Centre.

Soccer continues to be
one of the biggest sports in
Aurora, with more than 4,100
registered players.The town
has 36 soccer fields, and
makes use of 40 private
fields.It was suggested exist-
ing fields be improved, and
additional land be obtained
for future use in the event
that some of the private fields
no longer are available.

It was recommended that
over the next five years, one
hardball diamond be added
to the current 16 baseball
diamonds.Also required will
be new tennis and basketball
courts, especially in areas
that are currently under-serv-
iced.

There are currently 32
playgrounds in Aurora.

The ideal situation is for
residents to have unobstruct-
ed access to a playground
within 800 metres of their
home.Playgrounds will need
to be added as the town
grows.A barrier-free play-
ground should also be estab-
lished for children with dis-
abilities and special needs.

No new dog parks are
recommended, although it
was noted these facilities
provide important social
opportunities, and are as
much for people as they are
for pets.Therefore, improve-
ments should be made to the
current park in the form of
lighting and benches.

As one of the highest
ranking leisure activities, the
town's trail system should be
expanded by improving the
connectivity between key
destinations.A Master Plan
for Trails should be consid-
ered.

As a final recommenda-
tion, the draft plan notes that
additional parkland should be
obtained, and more commu-
nity parks are needed.

Following the presenta-
tion at the meeting, the public
was invited to provide com-
ments.

One resident noted that
much of the proposed expan-
sion was in the east end of
town, and asked that the
developed areas of town be
considered.

It was also suggested
more natural land be protect-
ed, and efforts be made to
replant these with trees
indigenous to the area.Once
planted, the town will be
wasting a lot of money,
unless the trees are properly
cared for and maintained.

In response to another
question, the consultants
noted that the need for a curl-
ing rink in town did not rank
highly in the survey, so none
was proposed.However, if a
suitable business case was
presented, it would be con-
sidered by LSAC.

One resident observed
that while there are a lot of
organized sports groups in
town, there's no voice for
parks and trails, even though

their importance ranked high-
ly with all residents.

He asked that more fund-
ing be allocated to trails, both
to link gaps in the existing
trail system, and to add
underpasses at major road-
ways to improve safety.

On baseball, one person
noted that contrary to the
consultants' observation that
interest in this sport was
declining, he was aware of
statistics that showed it was
growing rapidly.

As a final observation,
one resident noted that the
five-year plan was good, but
planners need to be thinking
100 years into the future.

The consultant wound up
by noting that the final plan
was a guiding document, and
that each recommendation
would need to be brought for-
ward by town staff, for
approval, as required.

Following this presenta-
tion, the IBI Group presented
their Draft Pricing Policy for
Recreation Services.

It was noted the town
should offer recreational
facilities that are not general-
ly offered by the private sec-
tor.Pricing should not pre-
clude or diminish participa-
tion.

It costs the town $10.2
million to operate all its recre-
ation facilities, programs and
services.

Of this, $1.8 million goes
toward areas that cannot be
associated with specific
users, such as parks.Of the
remaining amount, $4.7 mil-
lion is recovered by the town
through user fees, while the
town covers the remaining
$3.7 million.

Overall, it was felt the
town's recreational facilities
and programs were ade-
quately priced, and the town
is achieving an appropriate
level of cost recovery.

Therefore, proposed fee
increases are minimal.

Increases averaging less
than $2 per class are recom-
mended to be phased in for
about 25 programs, including
the use of ball diamonds and
sport fields.

No increases are recom-
mended for the pools or ice
surfaces.

Once the proposed
increases are phased in, this
would generate approximate-
ly $48,000 more per year for
the town, although this does
not factor in inflation.

It was also noted that only
operating, and not capital,
costs were considered in the
pricing policy.

The consultants will con-
sider the evening's com-
ments for both the draft Parks
and Recreation Master Plan
and the draft Pricing Policy
for Recreation Services.

Both documents will be
placed on the LSAC agenda
for January 22, and residents
will have a final opportunity
for input.

It is hoped that a final rec-
ommendation for council's
approval will come out of that
meeting.

If residents would like to
provide further comments,
these documents will be
available on the town's 
website as part of the 
LSAC agenda on Friday,
January 16.
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Aurora 
Location 
Only

AURORA 
HOME 
HARDWARE 
Building Centre 

ANNUAL BOXING WEEK

NO TNO TAX EVENTAX EVENT
Many items priced to clear

Five days only - Dec. 27 to Dec. 31
Hurry in for great selection

(In-Store only - no special orders)

HAND & POWER TOOLS

Hardwood flooring from $3.79 a square foot

Laminate flooring from 99 cents a square foot

Christmas decorations - 50% off
Much more - very limited quantities

Holiday hours:
Closed Dec.25 & 26 - Dec.29 to 31 closed at 6 p.m.

Happy holidays and thanks for shopping at 
Aurora Home Hardware

Aurora Home Hardware
289 Wellington Street East 

Aurora - 905-272-4751

NO TAX ON ENTIRE STORE

Recreation Plan
From page 1

Selected light fixtures - 50% off
Selected plumbing fixtures - 50% off

Selected housewares - 50% off

CORELLE DINNERWARE
Reg.$49.99 now $30.00

T-FAL RICECOOKER 
Reg.$59.99,now $30.00

WEST BEND 12-CUP COFFEEMAKER
Reg.$59.99 now $45.00

**Too many houseware items to list**

REGULAR        CLEARANCE
1239-537 18V cordless hammer drill    $279.99      $  60.00
1239-637 1/2 hammer drill                   $119.99        $  80.00
1239-111 Makita 14.4V 4-pce.tool kit     $429.99           $200.00
1347-554 10”compound Mitre Saw      $159.99             $  60.00
1347-046 8 1/4 compound mitre saw    $129.99              $  50.00
5351-905 Power station w/inverter        $129.99            $  75.00
8743-513 Assorted car mats 4-pce.$  39.99                $  20.00
004720 300-pce.drill set                       $  59.99                $  30.00
BBQ070 Traeger BBQ Smoker             $799.99              $650.00
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