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Seeking 
new recruits

The Navy League Cadet Corp
'Carinthia' is a junior cadet organiza-
tion looking for new recruits in the
Aurora, Oak Ridges area.

The program is designed for chil-
dren nine to 12 years of age and is
based on military and naval proce-
dures.

The Corp provides a regular two-
hour Thursday night program, includ-
ing uniforms, which are provided at
no cost but a nominal charge to
cover expenses may be required for
special events such as sailing,
Winter Camp and visits to places of
interest.

Registrations are on Thursday
evenings and anyone interested
should call Cliff Davies at 905-727-
2244, or leave a message at 905-
895-3038.

The Sea Cadet programme for
youth 13 to 18 years of age will be
held at the same location on Tuesday
evenings. If interested leave a mes-
sage at 905-895-3038.

BARRONS GIFT & FURNITURE WAREHOUSE

40 Engelhard Dr., Aurora, at Industrial Pkwy. S.    •  Mon - Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.    905-751-0533   •    barronshome.com

 

 

  

YOUR MAP TO 
GREAT SAVINGS 
on bathroom vanities, 

furniture, prints, 
bar stools and candles

All Webkinz - $9.99   Lil’Kinz $8.99 
Over 50 pets to choose from 
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Fire Station BARRONS

Wellington Street East

Proud to be living and working in Aurora
Marilyn Redvers, Sales Representative, Residential Real Estate Services 
14799 Yonge St., Aurora  905-727-3154  www.realestateaurora.com

“The Only Choice”

TOP 1% IN SALES IN CANADA FOR THE PAST 16 YEARS.*
* for Royal LePage

Royal LePage Your Community Realty, Independently Owned and Operated Brokerage

190-year-old church, that has been through nearly 200 years
of turmoil, is preparing for a birthday party later this month.

United Church turns 190
By MARCIA KAYE

Special to The Auroran

There's a big birthday party
coming up - and you're invited.

Aurora United Church, one of
the most recognizable landmarks
in town, is marking its 190-year his-
tory.

Celebrations will include a spe-

cial service Sept. 28 in a balloon-
and-flower-filled sanctuary, fol-
lowed by a trip down memory lane
among some of the church's most
prized archival treasures.

Among the items on display will
be an 1877 trustees' minute book
and an 1878 account book, both
containing small, finely handwritten
details that give fascinating
glimpses into the church's vibrant
past.

"The church has had an impor-
tant influence over the years and in
a lot of situations," said Mary Smith,
coordinator of the anniversary cele-
brations and a member of the
church for 40 years.

From wartime boxes for soldiers,
to the Out of the Cold program for
homeless people, to the recent
building of a wing for an orphanage
in Africa, the church has had an
impact locally, nationally and inter-
nationally, she said.

Please see page 15

Fifteen area charities will share $525,000, following a 
successful 21st annual Magna Hoedown held in Aurora

Saturday night. Last year, fourteen charities split half a 
million dollars. Auroran photo by David Falconer

Citizens
get lights

It has taken a long time, but the
controversial parking lot lighting
dispute between Canadian Tire
and Mosaics Condominium has
finally been settled with Aurora
taxpayers paying an estimated
$360 annually for the operating
costs of three lights in the
Canadian parking lot to service
residents of the townhouse com-
plex, subject to the finalization of
the agreement.

At last week’s council meeting
Robert Ryan, President of the
Condominium Corporation,
appeared before council during
Open Forum to express the appre-
ciation of the condo owners for the
action approved by the general
committee regarding the parking
lot lighting as it was a win-win sit-
uation.

Councillor Evelina MacEachern
lifted the item from the general
commitee report for the purpose
of a recorded vote.

No reason was given for the
request but later in the debate ref-
erence was made to a letter pub-
lished in The Auroran from
Councillor Evelyn Buck who was
critical of the committee decision.

With the item lifted, further dis-
cussion took place much of it a
rehash of previous arguments
until finally the vote was called
which adopted the general com-
mittee report with Councillors
Buck, Collins Mrakas and
McRoberts in opposition on the
basis that it was a private issue
between the condominium corpo-
ration and Canadian Tire, without
involvement by the town.

It was in October, 2006, when
members of council heard a resi-
dent refer to an entranceway into
the 86-townhouse complex from
Yonge Street across the Canadian
Tire parking lot which was used by

Please see page 12
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COMING EVENTS
CONTINUING

Hot Spot has moved back to its original home, the
Aurora Community Centre, Fridays at 7:30 p.m. It is
closed Sept. 19th but re-opens Sept. 26th with a Back
To School prize night.

* * * *
During the month of September the Skylight Gallery
in the Town Hall will feature the artwork of Mary Lou
Leitch. Viewing hours are from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday to Friday.

* * * *
Thursdays (September to June): Navy League
(Children nine to 12 years) Cadet program 7 to 9 p.m.
Contact Cliff Davies at 905-727-2244 for details.

* * * *
Tuesdays (September  to June): Sea Cadet  (Youths
13 to 18) program  7 to 9 p.m. Leave message at 905-
895-3038.

* * * *
Aurora Opera Company Children’s Chorus (AOCCC)
is a new treble voice choir dedicated to educating,
nurturing and providing opportunities for children to
express their musical abilities. It offers professional
opportunities to sing with beauty, artistry, and joy. The
AOCCC is open to boys and girls in Grades 1 through
12, and is made up of two choirs: Angel Choristers (a
training choir for 6 and 7 year olds) and Aurora Opera
Company Children’s Chorus  (open to 8-17 year
olds), To audition, contact general director Sarah Kyle
at keepsinging@look.ca.

* * * *
CHATS-Community Home Assistance to Seniors is
looking for volunteers to assist with activities in its
Adult Day Program. Positions call for a commitment
of a few hours a week at the Aurora location. Various
times are available. Call Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Tuesday from 10 a.m. to 11.30 a.m.
moms/caregivers and tots are invited to Story and
Playtime at Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390
Industrial Parkway South. Call 905-841-8883 for
more information.

* * * *
Every Second Friday, students in Grade 5 to 8 can
gather at Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial
Parkway South from 7 to 9 p.m. For more information
call 905-841-8883 or email
jonathanturtle@gmail.com.

* * * *
A drop-in centre operates every Wednesday at the
Community Bible Church on Bathurst Street just
south of Henderson from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. It's open to
all parents, grandparents and caregivers. For more
information e-mail Judy Hoffmann at
jhoffmann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing every Friday morning at St.
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church beginning at 10.30
a.m.

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday evening at
6.30 p.m. at Gabriel's on Yonge Street. New members
are welcome. For further information call 905-841-
1352.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148 meets
the first and third Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at
15216 Yonge Street, south of Wellington. For more
information call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday
of each month at the Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley
Street, Aurora at 7:30 p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday
each month at 57 Mosley Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee
Club at 9 a.m. and lunch at noon. Call 905-727-3032
or 905-727-1080.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday night at
Trinity Anglican Church, Victoria Street at 7:30 p.m.

* * * *
Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at the
Aurora Legion at 7:30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women holds
monthly meetings at the Aurora Legion with a variety
of speakers. There is also a selection of interest
groups. Contact Beverley at 905-727-2151.

* * * *
The Aurora Seniors Evergreen Choir practice in the
West-McKenzie Hall of the Seniors’ Centre, every
Wednesday from 2.30 to 4.30 p.m. under the direc-
tion of Enid Maize. For more information, call 905-
841-9706.

* * * *
Tots (age 0-4 years) bring your caregivers for coffee

or tea while you enjoy story and playtime every
Tuesday from 9.30 a.m. to 11 a.m. at Aurora
Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway South.
Call 905-841-8883 for further information.

* * * *
Meet at Martha's Table, now in its fourth season.
Every Thursday from 11.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m., you will
find comfort food and a sense of community in the
hall at St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Aurora. A
lunch of hot soup, sandwiches, and dessert will be
provided. Any funds raised are directed to local com-
munity charities.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
Guest speaker Ivan Harris, Curator for the CBC's
Broadcast Museum, returns to the Aurora Historical
Society at 8 p.m. at Hillary House. He will speak
about the changing technology up to early 1900s, the
different uses for light bulbs and lead discussions on
the spectrum showing the infrared lamp to the ultra-
violet.

* * * *
The Rare Book Roadshow returns to the Aurora
Library with a free information session with antiquar-
ian book expert John Ford. Pre-register at the Adult
Information Desk at 905-727-9493, option 4. Meet in
the Magna Room from 7 to 9 p.m. Free on-the-the-
spot book appraisals for the first 10 registrants.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
Amnesty International meets at Trinity Anglican
Church, 79 Victoria St., Aurora, at 7.30 p.m.
Discussion and letter writing about human rights
cases. New members welcome. For information, call
905-713-6713.

* * * *
Aurora Public Library in partnership with community
agencies presents a free workshop for parents/care-
givers of toddlers. Pre-register at the Adult
Information Desk or by calling 905-727-9493, option
4. To be held in the Magna Room from 7 to 9 p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
Opening night for Theatre Aurora's production of
"Jennie's Story" at the Factory Theatre, continuing on
September 20, 25-28 and October 1-4. Call 905-727-
3669 for ticket information.

* * * *
Light Up the Legion Kick-off event begins at 6 p.m.
and continues to midnight at the Legion, 105
Industrial Parkway. For further information, call 905-
727-9932.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
Start of an eight-week Art Therapy Program at
King/Aurora Hospice, 155 King Road, in Oak Ridges.
Call 905-773-0155 or www.hospicekingaurora.ca for
further information.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
Gently used clothing and equipment sale sponsored
by Newmarket Parents of Multiple Births Association
at Our Lady of Grace Childcare Centre, now located
at 185 Industrial Parkway North from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. Cash only.

* * * *
Trinity Anglican Church Fall Fair from 9.15 to 11 a.m.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
Yard waste collection in brown kraft paper bags or
clean, open rigid reusable containers to be at curb-
side by 7 a.m. to ensure pickup. Also, collections Oct.
6 and 20 and Nov. 3, 10 and 17. For more information
call 905-727-3123 ext.3447.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
Aurora Council meets at 7 p.m. in the council cham-
bers of the Town Hall.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
Final installment of 2008 property tax bill due. If not
paid, the town charges interest at the rate of 1.25 per
cent per month or 15 per cent per annum on all prop-
erty taxes past due.

* * * *
Ontario Power Authority presents an information ses-
sion from 5 to 9 p.m. at the Town Hall to inform resi-
dents about the new electricity solutions for Northern
York Region.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
It's Greek Night for seniors at Jonathan's Restaurant
but you don't have to be a senior to attend. It begins
at 5.30 p.m. with a cash bar, with dinner at 6 and
entertainment starting at 6.30 p.m.

* * * *
Blood Donor Clinic at the Aurora Legion from 2:30 to
8 p.m. Call 1-888-2-DONATE for an appointment or
more information.

* * * *
It's Graffiti Clean Up Day in Aurora.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
A 12-hour Spin-a-Thon will be held at Timberlane
from 9 p.m. to 9 a.m. the following day with proceeds
going to the Southlake Regional Cancer Centre.
Volunteers and donors are needed and the contact is

Councillor Alison Collins-Mrakas at the Town Hall.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

The last Great Curbside Giveaway for the season.
Take unwanted items to the curb for others to treas-
ure. Remove leftover items by 6 p.m. to keep the town
attractive.

* * * *
Second Annual Mini-Walk with proceeds to Ovarian
Cancer Canada starts at the shelter behind Regency
Acres Public School at 9,45 a.m. Course is slightly
less than five kilometres in length.

* * * *
Aurora owners of those sleek greyhound dogs will be
part of a “meet and greet” event at Fairy Lake in
Newmarket. The event will be held between 10.30
a.m. and 12.30 p.m., and, in case of rain, will be held
the next day.

* * * *
The Farmers’ Market features the Apple and Honey
Festival.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
Deadline for applications for the Town of Aurora Arts
and Culture Fund.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1
Start of an eight-week session which ends November
19 will be held at Aurora United church, for adults
experiencing the death of a loved one. There is no
fee for this program which is open to all in the com-
munity. For information and registration, call Mary

Smith at 905-727-6984.
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3

York Region Association for Volunteer Administration
provides education and networking to support volun-
teer administration. Attend at the Aurora Public
Library from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. or click on
www.pavro.on.ca/yrava for more information.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 6
Aurora Film Circuit presents the film “Brick Lane”,
based on the book by Monica Ali. Tickets are $10
and available at Aurora Public Library and R&R
Revisited. All screenings take place at the Cineplex
Aurora, with door prize at 6.45 and film at 7 p.m.
Proceeds benefit out-of-budget programming at the
library.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11
Fundraiser to raise money for Southlake’s cancer
program will feature Aurora’s own Randy Skelcher,
as Pauly and the Greaseballs lead the fundraiser at
the Roman Palace, 1096 Ringwell Drive, in
Newmarket. Tickets are $30 each. Included in the
event will be music from the 50s, 60s, and 70s, a 50-
50 draw, snacks and door prizes. Call 905-836-7584
for further information.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17
Aurora Chamber of Commerce presents the 2008
Business Achievement Awards at Carrying Place in
King Township. The event will feature a "Roaring
Twenties" theme.

Please see page 15
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Join us for a day of fun!
Saturday, September 20th, 2008 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

For more information contact Rita Lagree, Abovo Event Planning 905:252-3232

Weston Produce Plaza, 16655 Yonge Street, Newmarket (South of Mulock) 

Grand Prizes
Join us for a day of fun in support of the Terry Fox Foundation

Value $500 Ca.

Great Food to Sample
Do Some Shopping 

Music - Sports Cars - Fashion Show 
Hybrid Car Display - Play Pitchburst 

Facepainting - Free Zumba Class
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Window Cleaning...Interior, Exterior, Solariums, Pellas & Storm Windows
Eavestroughs...New Installations, Repairs, Cleaning 

Chemical Wash & Gutter Guards 
905-727-0309

Jennifer Christensen B.A., CFP, CDFA, TEP
Executive Financial Consultant

Phone: 
jennifer.christensen@investorsgroup.com

905-726-8236

Please call for upcoming seminar information

Time... 
to think about a charitable legacy

You’ve always been known for your generosity to your family, friends
and especially to your favourite charities. As you consider  the 
legacy you wish to leave, the desire to continue your tradition 
of charitable giving becomes an even more important 
consideration. 

The Investors Group Charitable Giving Program allows you to shape 
and define your legacy. Whatever your interest, whatever your 
passion, you can make a difference. 

Call me to find out how your generosity can live on.
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905-727-9561
14889 Yonge Street, Aurora

www.graystonesrestaurant.ca

Schnitzels
our

specialty

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Legion ready for Candlelight ceremony
It is probably one of the

most spectacular sights in
Aurora each year.

For the past several
years members of the
Aurora Legion have placed
candles on the graves of
all ex-service people
buried in the Aurora
Cemetery who served in
the Armed Forces.

This year it will happen
on Saturday, September
20, as the candles burn
through the night followed
by a graveside service the
next day.

This year, members of

the Legion’s Ladies
Auxiliary have placed
markers on the head-
stones of veterans, and
were astonished when
they found a decaying,
green-looking, marker
lying on the ground,
belonging to William
Smith, a World War I veter-
an.

They cleaned it,
restored it, added the
marker to it, then put it
back where it belonged at
the Aurora Cemetery.

T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  
c a n d l e  b e s i d e  i t  n ex t

Saturday night.
Like in previous years,

late in the afternoon of a
Saturday a small candle
will be placed on all known
veterans' graves.

More than 300 have
been ordered.

In 1995 the citizens of
the Netherlands held a
special ceremony to com-
memorate the liberation of
their country by Canadian
forces in 1945. In this cer-
emony Dutch children
placed lighted candles on
the graves of fallen
Canadian soldiers.

To honour them, the
candles burned overnight
in silent tribute and the
candle lighting ceremony
has become an annual
event in Holland and other
European countries.

In 2000 the Veterans
C o m m e m o r a t i o n
Committee, in conjunction
with the Aurora Legion,
carried out a similar cere-
mony with the assistance
of local school children,
the Queen's York Rangers
Cadets and the 140
Squadron Air Cadets.

Chairman of the com-
mittee, the late Jack
DeGraaf, a former member
of the Dutch Marines,
requested the assistance
of citizens to identify the
graves of all
Commonwealth ex-ser-
vicemen and women
buried in the Aurora
Cemetery and invited 
citizens to attend the 
ceremony.

The tribute is to honour
and keep the memory 
alive of those who
answered the call to fight

against tyranny.
The tribute was to coin-

cide with Legion Week to
remember veterans who
returned home from the
Wars of the 20th century
and the peacekeepers.
Many returned home suf-
fering from their wounds
and spent time in hospital
recovering.

Yet despite all this, the
veterans worked hard,
raised their families and
contributed in making the
communities a safe and
wonderful place to live and
enable citizens a safe and
free environment and
enjoy the freedoms people
have today.

The Candlelight Tribute
is a way for the community
to thank the veterans.

The public is invited to
attend the graveside
Memorial Service in the
Cemetery Sunday,
September 21st, beginning
at 2 p.m.

In the mid-1990s, Penny
McLachlan, an employee
of Veterans’ Affairs Canada
in Vancouver,  attended a
moving Annual Christmas
Memorial to Canadian sol-
diers by school children in
Holland. In this ceremony
a candle is placed at every
Canadian soldier’s grave in
thanks for the sacrifice
those Canadians made to
regain Holland’s freedom.

After returning home,
Penny had a dream which
was to see candles lit
across Canada in remem-
brance of the walking
wounded, those who
served their country and
were able to return home
to carry on with their lives

in the community.
Not all returned whole –

many had physical disabili-
ties, others had disabilities
which were not readily vis-
ible. All had scars.

The first year of the pro-
gram saw candles lit and
placed on 1,200 veterans’
graves; the next year more
than 1,500 candles were lit
in British Columbia.

Two years later, the late
Comrade Sam Doggart,

who served in the Irish
Regiment of Canada in
WWII, started the
Candlelight Tribute in
Ontario.

The first Candlelight
Tribute in Ontario was held
in Sutton in 1999; then it
spread to Aurora, then
Richmond Hill, Newmarket,
Fenelon Falls, Kirkland
Lake, and Ottawa. It has
also spread to Nova
Scotia.

President of the Aurora Legion Ladies Auxiliary
Jean Anderson replaces the marker of William
Smith, a World War I veteran, who is buried in the
Aurora Cemetery. The marker was found lying on
the ground, and Legion members were able to
restore it. They then added the insignia to the bot-
tom of it, indicating that a candle will be placed
near the marker next week when the Legion holds
its annual candlelight ceremony. It’s expected that
more than 300 candles will be lit for the spectacu-
lar event that lights up the cemetery for one night
each year. Auroran photo by Ron Wallace
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“Aurora’s  Independent 
Community Newspaper”

By DICK ILLINGWORTH

Familiar landmark. The old Aurora post office, complete with its working clock, has been a Yonge Street
landmark in Aurora for decades. Buildings around it have changed, but this one remains the same. Now
it's used for several offices and is the home of the Aurora Food Pantry.

Council's team spirit is missing
As relations with staff will show;

It's "we" and "they", not "us"
And taxpayers are feeling the blow!

- Poor Richard's Scrapbook  

The relationship between staff and council is
always a dynamic one, a work in progress.

As such, it is important for elected representatives
and staff to view their relationship as a working part-
nership.

Although both parties are not always going to
agree on every issue, each partner is essential to the
other if the municipality is to be successful as a local
government and a provider of community programs
and services.

Elected representatives are concerned, or should
be, about policy and community relationships while
staff is concerned with the practical, administrative,
logistical and budgetary considerations.

It is vital that each party in the relationship under-
stands its own goals as well as understands and
respects the goals and responsibilities of the other.

The Chief Administrative Officer makes two very
important contributions to council and the municipali-
ty.

The CAO must coordinate municipal operations
including the implementation of policies taken by
council and must coordinate the provision of policy
advice from staff to council so that better decisions
can be made.

Coordination is a key role of the CAO plus the
development of a management team to bring about
conditions under which various departments collabo-
rate to achieve common objectives rather than work-
ing in isolation.

A recent example of the breakdown in this relation
and an indication of the growing gap between council
and senior staff and the distrust of some members of
council with the professional opinions of staff was evi-
dent in the preparation of the 2007 Annual Report.

The town's Annual Report provides considerable
information as to the general state of the municipality.

Over the past several years staff provided council
with a summary of each department's activities and
accomplishments for the preceding year.

The annual report not only provides a summary of
the previous year's performance, it also provides
ongoing activities and the challenges and strategies
for the coming year.

The draft 2007 Annual Report was presented to the
general committee last May.

It provided in detail the continued initiatives of staff
in providing the highest and best level of service pos-
sible for the residents and business they serve.

When the report came to the general committee,
some committee members expressed concern that it
was a staff report without any council input.

Staff referred to a previous discussion in October,
2007, when Mayor Phyllis Morris had discussed an
alternative method in preparing the Annual Report
with two sections, with one section for council to be
discussed at a future meeting.

Then in November, 2007, the mayor announced
she was preparing a 2007 Year in Review Report.

She said she was in the process of preparing a 10-
page report of the many achievements of council
which would be a report to the community from the
Mayor and Members of Council and that possibly it
should be blended with the town's Annual Report into
one document.

After considerable discussion, the committee final-
ly agreed to receive the town Annual Report as infor-
mation and for the Mayor and the CAO to work togeth-
er on one Annual Report for the municipality.

It is not known if the meeting took place, but the
mayor published her personal report of the activities
of her office and council for 2007 and here in mid-
September citizens of the town are still waiting for the
2007 town's Annual Report of the achievements of the
town's various departments as has been received for
the past several years.

In the battle between staff and council, the citizens
are the losers.

Citizens lose
battle between
council, staff

Illegal election signs are a
sign of disrespect: reader

To the editor,

As a new resident to
Aurora this year, I must say
that although I have been
made to feel welcome by the
local community, I find myself
frustrated and turned off by
the current election scene.

With the recent call of the
federal election, I immediately
found myself inundated with
Lois Brown signs that were
not only installed before the
election began, but a large
number of them were placed
in prohibited areas, and
remained in violation for far
too long.

While my concern may
seem insignificant, I believe it
is a reflection of the larger
problems of campaigning and
elections that affects us all.

Stephen Harper set the
tone when he said that he
anticipates a 'very nasty' elec-
tion, as though to prepare
Canadians for negative cam-
paigning or winning-at-all-
cost tactics.

Does this then justify his
party's candidate deliberately
breaking very clear election
policies by placing illegal
signs?

I now find myself begging
the questions: should I or any-

one vote for someone who
doesn't play by the rules?

And is this the type of indi-
vidual who we hope to repre-
sent us on the national
stage?

I believe that the only
things candidates can ask for
from voters is to judge them
on their values, their posi-
tions, and their personal
involvement within their com-
munities.

In return, I believe that we,
as voters, deserve candi-
dates who respect their con-
stituents, their opponents,
and especially the rules of
campaigning.

While voters in
Newmarket and Aurora may
not be able to influence the
conduct of and tone of the
nation-wide election, we do
have the power to hold our
own candidates accountable
to follow the rules and run
respectful and honest cam-
paigns.

This is not too much to
ask, especially since candi-
dates are supposed leaders
who must set the examples of
conduct within the communi-
ties they wish to represent.

John Crowell
Aurora



Front Porch
Perspective

By Stephen Somerville

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

The federal election campaign is in full swing, evidenced by
the ever-increasing amounts of lawn signs that dot our com-
munity.

By the time that you read this, voters will have fewer than
30 days in which to assess the Party Leaders, their policy plat-
forms and the local candidates.

Probably 95 per cent of the reason that a person votes is
based on the Party and the Leader.

In some instances, where there is a very high profile per-
son or highly ranked cabinet minister, then the local campaign
probably accounts for say, 10 to 15 per cent.

Whether or not we have good government fundamentally
comes down to the occupants of the locally elected seats.

These are the individuals whom the Prime Minister can
either bestow Cabinet status or designate for important
Committee assignments.

We don't necessarily need to be governed by the best edu-
cated or by those with the highest incomes.

In fact, if you look at the experience of our contemporary
leaders, they come from many different backgrounds.

The current Prime Minister is an economist by training,
while the last one was a millionaire businessman.The premier
of Ontario is a lawyer while the former premier of Alberta was
once a television news reporter.

Instead we need to elect people who represent and reflect

the best qualities of our community.
We need people who truly are of our community, in our

community and for our community.
They need to put the nations' interest ahead of their own

career self interests. And the people we elect should have as
their goal simply quality of, and selflessness of service.

Our parliament needs people from all walks of life, who
have enthusiasm and energy to burn, and who work hard and
get things done.

It is up to you, the voter, to make that critical choice.
An assessment can begin with the candidate brochures

and the information contained on the respective candidate’s
website.

Look for information on four broad areas; education, profes-
sional/vocational background, volunteer endeavours and
accomplishments and the issues and answers that the candi-
date has identified as important.

You should be looking at the whole person. For instance,
someone might not have much of a formal education, but their
professional/vocational or volunteer accomplishments would
make up for it.

Regarding education: do they have any post secondary
training? If so, in what area? Do they have any specialized
knowledge, i.e. energy, public safety, health, social work, edu-
cation? 

Have they participated in any volunteer activities? If so, for
how long and in what capacity? Are they, or have they been in
the past, a coach, referee or administrator for any of the local
sports organizations?

The local town forums will play an important part in this
campaign, and there are lots of issues out there to discuss at
these events: health care, Afghanistan, the economy and the
environment, to name just a few.

These venues provide the voter with a tremendous chance
to assess the relative strengths of the respective candidates.

A voter gets to see how a candidate defends a platform
position under cross-examination and also pick logical holes in
their opponents' arguments.

But more important than seeing who is the better debater,
these sessions - if the right questions are asked - can provide
voters with the reasons why a particular candidate is seeking
the office and what specifically the aspirant is hoping to
accomplish on behalf of this community.

The choice that you will make on October 14 is important.
Take the time to thoroughly examine the merchandise

before you buy.
Good luck.

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Election

Cathy’s
Corner

Plight of the phoneless
By Cathy Vrancic

I used to think having a cell phone was a luxury, but now
I know better.

Last month I found myself phoneless in Windsor. It was a
nightmare!

I had arranged for a land line at Jennifer's new apart-
ment. According to the phone company, nobody needed to
be there and service would just magically appear August
28th so I fully expected to arrive, plug in the cordless phone
I had already charged and hear a dial tone.

I even expected to make a free phone call to Aurora since
I had also arranged for long distance service. But noooo...

Okay, I thought. I'll pay the 30 cents and use my cell
phone. But noooo...

Apparently my last little juice bar dried up during the four-
hour trip. So I did the only thing left to do: I got in the car and
went searching for a payphone. Just so you know, I do not
recommend this desperate measure.

Back when I was a kid, using a payphone was easy. All
you needed was a dime. But noooo...

Not anymore. Now you have to have a GPS system to
guide you to the nearest city that has a payphone and then
you need a Visa card with a high credit limit to use it.

Oh, and you also need nerves of steel, the patience of
Job and if you are serious about touching the grungy thing,
lots and lots of disinfectant!

Needless to say, it was a very frustrating experience as
the machine repeatedly told me to insert my credit card
while telling me "the number you are dialing does not
exist...please try again". Say what?

I did try again...and again...and again but eventually I lost
my composure and started pressing zero so obsessively
that people going by made wide circles around me.

Finally, I got an operator.
"Are you a real person?" I asked the polite man on the

line suspiciously. Some of these automated attendants can
fool you. They even have names (like "Emily") so I just want-
ed to be sure I wasn't pleading my case to a talking Barbie
doll. "Tell me something about yourself - your dog's name,
your wife's name  - what's your favourite colour?"

He was very helpful - even offered to put me through to
the local crisis centre for free! Hey, I thought he had a  sense
of humour, but noooo...

I managed to convince him I am sane enough to make a
phone call and he put me through to my house but the
answering machine would not accept the charges. This did
not look good on me.

So I picked another number and he advised me that you
can't make a collect call to a cell phone.

Apparently making a phone call is no longer a "simple"
thing. I would have kicked something, but I was wearing
Crocs.

The next day, my cell phone was charged so I called the
phone company. Talking Barbie told me that the number I
was dialing was not available from my calling area.

It took a bit of Einstein logic to figure it out - my cell phone
had roamed and picked up a Detroit signal so calling
Windsor from Windsor was out of the question. I was in the
"twilight zone"...

Well, I have neither the technologically savvy nor the
emotional stability to deal with this situation so I waited until
Jennifer arrived. She took my phone, pressed a few buttons
and handed it back to me.

"There, that should do it," she said.
"It should do what?" I asked, hoping the answer would be

"make telephone calls" which is what phones used to do
before they started to surf the net, take pictures and play
music!

"I told your cell phone that it is not allowed to go roaming
without permission."

Wow! And it listened?
I breathed a sigh of relief. At last, I could call the phone

company. But noooo...
Talking Barbie answered. Then she said: "We are expe-

riencing technical difficulties." 
"Yeah, me too!" I shouted. "That's why I'm calling you!"
But it was too late. She hung up.
Once upon a time, phones were simple devices and even

considered luxuries, but not anymore. People can't have a
fender bender without a cell phone anymore, never mind go
grocery shopping or send someone a love letter.

The plight of the phoneless is a serious social issue,
folks.

Here we are nestled in Aurora...thinking we are safe but
it is my duty to warn you: this could happen to you!

Cathy Vrancic welcomes e-mail at:
ccaurora@rogers.com

THE AURORAN, Week of September 16, 2008 - 5



BOUQUETS to town staffer Heather Green on single-
handedly raising more than $12,000 for the York
Region United Way and living up to her commit-
ment to have her hair shaved off if she raised more

than $10,000. Not only that but her Dragonboat racing team
raised the most funds by a team coming up with $13,328 for
the United Way.

BRICKBATS to whoever is spreading the rumour that
Newmarket/Aurora MPP Frank Klees is considering
switching from provincial to federal politics and to
contest a riding in the coming federal election. The

closest possible riding in the GTA is Halton. Don't go,
Frankie, don't go!

BOUQUETS to the Aurora Writers' Group on the launch
of its second "Aurora Storyalis" book later this fall.
For information call Malcolm Watts at 905-898-
5484.

BRICKBATS to the federal government for designating
up to 11 lakes and rivers across Canada as
toxic dumps for mining companies with some

of the lakes in pristine wilderness areas. Environmentalists
want to stop what they claim is the permanent destruction of
Canada's wilderness for profit.

BOUQUETS to Greg Foster of Aurora's M & M Meats for
being on hand with his barbecue menu at almost all
community events including the Movie in the Park
on August 26 at Hickson Park, August 27 at the

Town Park and August 28 at Confederation Park.

BRICKBATS to the Harper government for all their nega-
tive advertising on radio and TV regarding the
Stephane Dion carbon tax proposal. Election

ads should be positive and point out what the advertising
party has to offer, or maybe the Harper people have nothing
to offer!  

BOUQUETS to Tim Wakefield of the Villari's Martial Art
Centre on attaining the level of go-dan, or 5th
degree black belt, one of only 10 Canadians to
obtain this level in the martial art of laido.

BRICKBATS to the justice system and police officers of
the Estavan Police who ticketed a volunteer
firefighter driving his pickup to the fire station

to answer a fire call and while he knew that two police were
following him, it wasn't until that night that the police deliv-
ered a ticket carrying a $230 fine. The fine was reduced to
$70 in court but the conviction stood, in spite of protests from
the public.

BOUQUETS and a happy retirement to OPP's Sgt. Cam
Woolley who is retiring after three decades of keep-
ing one hand on the Highway Traffic Act and the
other handing out tickets to bad drivers who commit

all sorts of highway sins. He will carry on as the traffic voice
of a TV station.

BOUQUETS and a happy retirement to Deputy Fire Chief
Ken Bone of the Central York Fire Services after 33
years of service to the community. He started as a
volunteer in July, 1975, and became a full-time fire-

fighter in September, 1978. During his career he served as
Aurora's deputy chief for a year prior to the amalgamation of
the Aurora and Newmarket fire departments.

BRICKBATS to Trentway-Wagar, a chartered bus compa-
ny, for its opposition to car-pooling. It petitioned
the Ontario's Highway Transport Board to shut

down PickupPal Online, which brings drivers and passen-
gers together on their website, like a dating service and
charges no fee for the service. Queen's Park is reviewing the
law.

BOUQUETS to the Aurora citizen for asking in a letter to
The Auroran what was happening at the Aurora
Town Hall to cause the departure of senior staff at
such an alarming rate. Unfortunately, citizens will

never hear the answer in spite of being promised an open,
transparent and accountable government.

By DICK ILLINGWORTH

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationali-
ties
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Bouquets &

BRICKBATS
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Discount 
RATES

Discount 
SERVICEwithout

Peter Virtanen 
CLU. Agent, Aurora 

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR, STATE FARM IS THERE:
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

PO58005CN State Farm • Home Offices Aurora, Ontario • Statefarm.ca™
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on your heating costs with the 
Carrier Infinity 96 furnace

SAVE up to 40% 

Intentional
Living

Create a Balanced Life
Trinity’s six-week Sunday series to help you set 

life-goals to keep Christ at the centre which fosters
spiritual freedom, joy and endurance.

An Intentional Spiritual Life
Who is God calling me to be? And how do I break
it to the family! September 28

How on earth do I find time to pray?! Making
space for the holy. October 5

Is this body really the temple of God? Caring for
ourselves; health, leisure and play. October 12

“All things come of thee…” Being responsible with
finances. October 19

What good can I do? Reaching out to a needy
world. October 26

The making of Saints. Blessing our life-goals…now
what! November 2

Sunday Sermons Small Groups  
Clergy Coaching Guidebook  

Web Resources

All to help build life goals that put God first.
Thoughtfully create a realistic and doable plan

that is faithful to your calling and suits your life,
patterns and personality.

Take hold of your life so that you can let go
of your life. Be all that God wants you to be!

TRINITY ANGLICAN WELCOMES YOU!
79 Victoria Street, Aurora   (905) 727-6101

www.trinityaurora.ca
8:00, 9:15* and 11:00* a.m. services 
*Church School and Nursery are available

Town kept market going,
not Kean, reader states

To the editor,

Regarding last week's let-
ter from Mr. Vrancic wherein
he states of Mr. Nigel Kean:
"His vision and drive created
the highly successful
Farmer's Market, and he
devoted all of his Saturday
mornings to it until it became
self-sustaining."

Well...that is not entirely
true.

Yes, it is true that Mr.
Nigel Kean had the inspira-
tion to start a Farmers’
Market here in Aurora (which
I'm thankful for).

However, Mr. Kean decid-
ed to leave the still fledgling
market once his campaign
for mayor proved unsuccess-
ful - two years ago.

This departure, without
developing a succession
plan, made the market far
from sustainable.

After he left it was ques-
tionable if the market would
continue.

It was a small group of
seven entrepreneurial ven-
dors who decided to try to
continue with the market at
the beginning of the 2007
season, still in its old location
in the parking lot behind
Thomson’s Furniture and

without a town representa-
tive.

These vendors
approached the town for
support and luckily for all of
all of us, a renewed vitality
was blown back into the
Farmers' Market by actions
taken after Mr. Kean left.

Actions by the people of
the Town of Aurora, support
from the town was provided
with a new Town Liaison,
Stephen Granger, who has
been providing direction and
leadership to the market and
is there every Saturday, sup-
port from Madame Mayor
who also attends the market
every Saturday, community
volunteers and friendly ven-
dors.

That’s who is now giving
the Market a renewed vitality
and life…it’s defintely a posi-
tive team experience that is
contagious!

Now, it’s at its new home
at the Town Park, with a new
organized management
structure (including a work-
ing Farmers' Market
Committee and Constitution
formed this year…again, not
under Mr. Kean’s guidance).

Under this new manage-
ment the Aurora Farmers'
Market is thriving and grow-

ing into a truly amazing
achievement of the commu-
nity.

It’s become a meeting
place on Saturday mornings
where you can meet your
friends and neighbours.

It truly has become
Aurora’s “special meeting
place”.

Today there are eight
major special events during
the season and more than 20
vendors…and all this hap-
pened within the last year.

Oh, and there’s now a
waiting list to participate in
the Aurora Farmers' Market.

The market has grown in
leaps and bounds, in size
absolutely, but more impor-
tantly in community spirit.

The community spirit is
the product of those individu-
als who stepped up to the
plate after Mr. Kean took his
leave of the market.

Absolutely the start of the
market was important to cre-

ate the vision of why Aurora
needs a Farmers' Market,
which Mr. Kean is welcome
to lay claim to.

And I thank Mr. Kean for
that.

That’s where the credit to
Mr. Kean should stop.

Any credit for sustainabil-
ity and the current success
of the market goes to the
Market's current Town
Liaison, Councillor Stephen
Granger, the continuing sup-
port from the mayor and
Town Council and most
importantly, its citizens.

The Farmers' Marketeers
have a saying that "It's all
about community!"

When we see faces of our
Aurora patrons having a
good time at the Market,
then that’s the success all
market participants can
share in.

Barb Foster
Holland Marsh

Rider wants to know rules
for election candidates
campaigning at GO stations

An open letter to
Newmarket-Aurora federal
candidates:

Dear Candidates,

Let me wish you good luck
with the result of the upcoming
election.

I expect that I will see 
you out during my regular
commute.

Below is a request that I
sent to the Customer Service
people at GO Transit.

I will be sure to let you
know about any response I
receive.

If you have an opinion on
this or your own policy, then I
would welcome that informa-
tion.

David Hodgson

I am writing ask you to 
verify for me what the policy is

regarding political candidates
and their workers using the
paid areas of GO Transit to
communicate with GO riders
before having paid the fare that
allows them entry to the paid
area.

Would you also kindly 
verify for me what the GO
Transit policy is regarding such
people parking in GO Transit
parking spaces without paying
for and taking a trip on the GO.

I am not aware if there are
Federal or Provincial regula-
tions that supercede GO
Transit's policies on the use of
GO parking and paid areas.

It is my expectation that as
a Provincial entity, you would
be aware and could let me
know.

Thank you for your atten-
tion to this request.

David Hodgson
Aurora
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14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

York Region’s Choice for Home Renovations 

 

WE GUARANTEE: 
• Superior Services • Affordable Rates 

• Flexible Schedules • Dependable Staff 

Call today to book your

ALL RENOVATIONS
• Decks • Landscaping 

• Basements • Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Renovations & Repairs • Flooring 

• DESIGN CONSULTATION

FREE QUOTE!

Satisfying York Region residents 
for over a decade!

When You Want It Done Right

Two Brothers General Contractors 
Renovations Done Right!

416-562-7153

Inside AND Outside.

SEPTEMBER 19, 2008

General Admission $55 each
Legion Members $45 each

( BUFFET INCLUDED )

Purchase Tickets at:

The Legion
105 Industrial Pkwy North, Aurora

Tel to Reserve: 905.727.9932

Jonathan’s Fine Food Restaurant
14845 Yonge Street, Aurora

905.841.1807

The One & Only
2 Orchard Heights Drive, Aurora

905.841.3399

Home Hardware
289 Wellington Street East, Aurora

905.727.4751

Proceeds of the evening support 
Operation Renovation, an initiative to update 
and redecorate the Col. Fred Tilston V.C. Branch 
of the Royal Canadian Legion in Aurora, to 
better serve the community.

It’s not too late to get a 
second opinion on your 

RRSP and 
Investment Portfolio!

Stephen Forsey CIM FCSI
Investment Advisor

JONES, GABLE & COMPANY
LIMITED (Member CIPF)

905-726-9343www.jonesgable.com 

Regency kids played on Porkchop Hill 
To the editor,

Further to The
Auroran’s query of
“Porkchop Hill”, growing up
in Aurora in the 60s, many
of the fields that we played
in town had names includ-
ing:

Porkchop Hill - green
space behind Richardson
Drive to Yonge Street
where the town homes now
stand. Subway Sideroad
(now Henderson) ran from
Bathurst Street to a dead
end at almost Yonge
Street. One portion many
years prior was a garbage
dump, which produced the
best sand. There was a
swampy pond with quick-
sand. Rumour was Jack
Woods lost a team of hors-
es and wagon in that

quicksand.
Huge in our young eyes,

was a fairly large hill, for
tobogganing, etc. which we
called Porkchop Hill. The
town home subdivision's
pool and tennis court now
sit where Porkchop Hill
was. Later I found out that
Pork Chop Hill was a bat-
tleground which came to
be remembered as a sym-
bol for the entire Korean
War.

Ess Bends - which is
now Tamarack subdivision.
Along Subway Sideroad to
the tracks, west of Case
farm was fields of corn.
The fields south of these
corn fields were dirt trails
where we would motorbike
or dune buggy in the sum-
mer and snowmobile in the
winter. This included the

forest now called Case
Woodlot.

Salamander Pond -
corner of Bathurst and
then Subway Sideroad.
There were always chal-
lenges as to who could
cross the pond on logs and
sticks without falling in. The
best place in Aurora for
frog catching and salaman-
der searching.

Crystal Pond - between
the railway tracks and
Ridge Road there was a
small pond on Mrs.
Watson's land. She loved it
when we would go and
spend time there. The
water was crystal clear,
hence the name, and we
used to swim, rope jump,
picnic, camp and, I believe,
a lot of my peers had their
first kiss there. The water is

no longer good for swim-
ming, but the memories
are bountiful.

The Orchard - the great
apple orchard of the north
which sits under the Wimpy
Home development called
Orchard Heights. The
water reservoir there was
well known as 'The Tit'.

Dead Man's Leap - a
very popular hill of the
Highlands Golf Course for
tobogganing. If the snow
was fast, you'd have to bail
or stop your run, else you'd
end up in the stream. The
walks home were always
painful from having too
much fun in the cold.
Accessed from the far end
of Regency Acres through
Morning Crescent.

Case Farm -Wrestling!!!
Jack Woods Farm - Mr.
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and Mrs. Woods always
opened their farm to the
local children. You could
hang in the barn, help
milk cows, brush the hors-
es, sweep the floors;
always chores to be done.
More often than not, Mrs.
Woods would bring out
home made cookies to us
to enjoy with the fresh
milk. Absolutely wonder-
ful, big hearted people.

Church Hill -  behind
the white United Church
at the then end of Murray
Drive, where the
Retirement Home now
sits, was quite the forest
for trick biking and tree
climbing. A popular hang-
ing place for Regency
Acres kids.

Stone Bridge - To the
west of then Loblaws and
behind the old barn where
the river ran, there was
this large concrete dam
that served as a chal-
lenge to jump. A place to

go and enjoy the treats
bought at the conven-
ience store.

These were some of
the stomping grounds we
enjoyed as kids in the 60s
to mid-70s.

It would be interesting
to know where the kids of
the 40s and 50s were
stomping, prior to the
development of Regency
Acres and Aurora
Heights.

Barbara Strange
Aurora

ED. NOTE: Anyone
else with memories of
old Aurora may send
them to the editor of The
Auroran, or may read
about them in Elizabeth
Milner’s book “Aurora
1945-1965” which sells
for $19.95 at R & R
Revisited, 95 Edward
Street, or at Hillary
House on Yonge Street.Christopher Poppe

will be sorely missed
To the editor,

On August 29th, a young
man by the name of
Christopher Poppe, who
resided in Aurora, would
have turned 27.

However, he lost his
valiant battle with cancer on
July 14th, 2008.

Chris was not given time
to start a career, get mar-
ried, have children and see
them grow up, generally
enjoy life that some of us
take for granted.

He was cut down in the
prime of life by a horrible,
insidious disease 

I, like most of us, have
been touched by death, a
lot by cancer.

Included are my hus-
band, Doug, by a fire fighter
work-related cancer; and
our good friends Lindsay
Christie (many called him
Elsie, for his initials), by
colon cancer and
Rosemary Schumaker, by
breast cancer.

But, I can’t help thinking
that having a child die
before you is somehow
inconsolable and just plain
wrong.

Chris Poppe could have
been the one to find a cure
for cancer, win a Nobel
Prize, or solve our environ-
mental crisis. We will never
know!

I do know that Chris had
the special quality of giving
and receiving friendship
and love by all those who
came in contact with him.

This became evident to
me when I attended first a
garage sale (I know I’m
called the Garage Sale
Queen) that was organized
by his friends to fund can-
cer research.

At that time I saw that
Chris, who I knew was fight-
ing the fight of his life,
looked tired and very thin.
Then I went to "Poppy Fest"
held at the Aurora
Community Centre again
organized by his friends
with Chris in attendance.

A few of us parents par-
ticipated but generally this
was a young person’s party.

I had a lot of fun and
once again all proceeds
went to cancer research.

When Chris decided
enough was enough, as far
as his treatments went, his
friends rallied and never left
his side.

Some came to the house
directly after work, some
had their final exams
extended to be with him but
all were unfailing in their
dedication to be by his side
whether it was to play com-
puter games, talk, etc.

It really didn’t matter –
they were all there to sup-
port him.

This complete devotion
did not go unnoticed as
Chris ordered big rings
specifically for all his friends
to be given on the eve of his
funeral and he made
arrangements for the distri-
bution of his worldly goods.

To all those who think

that this generation of
young people is not sensi-
tive, or are selfish and
unfeeling individuals I say,
phooey.

I always knew these
"kids" were great (my house
was always that one that all
the kids played at and most
all of these wonderful, car-
ing young people have
been at my home at one

time or another, including
Chris).

I witnessed the most
selfless gift anyone can give
to another: unconditional
love and friendship. Thank
you, Chris for being you, if
only for a short time, and
you will be sorely missed!

Bonnie Tiffin
Oak Ridges
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Just because the Winter’s 
cold doesn’t mean your 
meals have to be as well.

Remember last winter when frozen meals were
a blessing because it was so difficult to go
shopping? Remember dreaming about
delicious hot homemade meals or daily fresh
fruits and vegetables?

This winter don’t let bad weather affect your
good nutrition and health. Call us today for an
appointment and see for yourself just how
deliciously enjoyable winter… and all the rest
of the year can be!

Luxury Independent Rental Retirement Living
All Inclusive • Full Service Fine Dining

Wellness & Vitality™ Programs
Amica VITALIS™ Assisted Living Suites & Services

www.amica.ca

Take charge of maintaining your
independence. Reserve your suite this Fall,

spend the winter with us.

Amica at Newmarket
A Wellness & Vitality™ Residence
275 Doak Lane, Newmarket,ON
905.952.0505

Light up your life!
Lighting • Fixtures • Fans 

220 Industrial Pkwy.S.905-841-2832
Call for hours

Great Prices 

PLUMBING SERVICE 
(Serving York Region for more than 35 years) 

Residential–Commercial–Industrial 

905-727-3210

This member recommends
everyone should join Legion

To the editor,

The Royal Canadian
Legion has been supporting
the community of Aurora
providing a place for com-
munity and service groups
to gather;a reasonably
priced place to celebrate
weddings, birthday parties
and a great venue for many
social ceremonies.

The Legion has been
actively protecting, preserv-
ing and promoting our
uniquely Canadian lifestyle
for many years.

It's an important part of
our Canadian heritage.

Today any Canadian can
become a Legion member
and the Royal Canadian
Legion is asking you to join.

Our forefathers fought
two wars protecting our val-
ues and beliefs and pre-
serving a country wherein
peace, tolerance and free-
dom of expression thrive -
our fantastic Canadian
lifestyle.

They gave their lives so
that we all could enjoy ours.
The sacrifice continues
today.

In 2008 Canada is
involved in a global mission
to protect global freedom.
For this, some Canadian
families are paying the
highest price imaginable.

The renewed purpose of
the Royal Canadian Legion
is becoming ever clearer as
the world is once again
beset with troubles sur-

rounding peace and the
preservation of democracy
and freedom.

Branch 385, of the Royal
Canadian Legion in Aurora
boasts more than 700
members, however many of
them are over 70 years of
age and can no longer do
all that is necessary to keep
the Royal Canadian Legion
in Aurora self-sustaining
into the future.

In 1984 it had more than
650,000 Canadian mem-
bers.

That number has plum-
meted to only 380,000 as of
2006 and continues to dip.
However, we can all help by
simply joining the Legion.

When you help the
Legion you are helping

yourselves, your children,
your families, your business
and your community.

You honour our forefa-
thers and help to preserve
this great nation and you
are supporting our troops!

What can you do?
Help with Operation

Renovation to rebuild the
Legion.Purchase your
membership.It's $50 per
year and provides an amaz-
ing array of benefits for you,
your families and your busi-
ness.

Consider giving the
Legion a great boost by
becoming one of our VIP
members for just $250.Join
the Legion today.

Enjoy membership ben-
efits and the satisfaction

that you are preserving an
important piece of our past,
present and future! Call
905-727-9932.

Come out to these spec-
tacular Shows at our Legion
- Sept.19, George St.Kitts
Band & Motown Show;Oct.
24, The Impersonators;
Nov.21, Endless Summer
Beach Boys and ABBA

Show;Dec.5th,  The
Newcomers (Legion of
Legends).

Light Up the Legion Kick-
off event is Friday, Sept.19
from 6 p.m.to midnight at
the Legion, 105 Industrial
Parkway.

Sher St.Kitts
Legion member

Legion preparing for candle event
To the editor,

Every year in the
Netherlands, the country
holds a very moving
Christmas Memorial to our
Canadian soldiers done by
school children.

In this ceremony a can-
dle is placed at every
Canadian soldier's grave
in thanks for the sacrifice
those Canadians made to
regain Holland's freedom.

In the 1990s, a move-
ment began which was to
see candles lit across
Canada in remembrance
of the walking wounded,
those who served their
country and were able to

return home to carry on
with their lives in the com-
munity.

Not all returned whole -
many had physical disabil-
ities, others had disabili-
ties which were not readily
visible.

But all had scars.
O n  S a t u r d a y ,

September 20th, the
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 385 is proud to
announce that it will be
holding its eighth annual
"Candlelight Tribute" at 5
p.m.at the Aurora
Cemetery.

Here, members of the
Legion and Cadets will
place candles and Canada

flags at each veteran's
grave.

The candles will burn
all night long to serve as a
reminder to those who
pass by, of the many who
answered the call to serve
our country in both war
and peace.

The next day, Sunday,
September 21st at 2 p.m.,
a Drumhead non-denomi-
national church service
will be held at the ceme-
tery in remembrance of
those who were willing to
risk their lives so that we
may enjoy the type of life
that we live today and I am
sure that most of us can
spare an hour to attend

this touching and moving
service to offer our thanks.

On November 11th we
remember our war dead.

On September 21st,
with these special candles
and this Memorial Service,
we remember those who
came home and have
since passed on.

We invite all members
of the public to come out
and share in these cere-
monies as it means so
much to the members of
the Legion and their fami-
lies to have the communi-
ty's support.

Ian Sweet
Public Relations Officer
Col.Fred Tilston VC
Branch 385
AuroraVisit Aurora Cemetery

To the editor,

On the weekend of
September 20-21, the
Aurora Legion is having their
candlelite vigil at the Aurora
Cemetery.

This annual event is to
honour all our veterans who
have passed away and
remember all the sacrifices
these soldiers gave so we
may live in freedom.

On Saturday, the 20th,
the candles will be lit at 6
p.m.

I highly recommend

everyone who can to take a
few minutes after dark to
drive past the cemetery, or
better yet, slowly through the
cemetery.

It is a moving experience
to see the number of per-
sons willing to serve their
country and keep us free.

On Sunday, the 21st, a
short ceremony is held on
the south part of the ceme-
tery at 2 p.m., with all age
groups taking part.

This includes a drum
head service which was
used before going into bat-

tle.
Everyone is welcome to

attend.
Please take the time to

come and honour our sol-
diers.

I am sure you will find it
very interesting.

Mrs. B. Cordell
Aurora

ED.NOTE:For anyone
who doesn’t know,the
Aurora Cemetery is locat-
ed on Yonge Street,south
of the railway overpass.

Newmarket seems to be
in a different time zone
To the editor,

I recently attended the
Newmarket Mayor’s golf
tournament.

I attended as a guest of a
Newmarket business.

I thought I had crossed
into a different time zone.

Not only was every mem-
ber of council there to sup-
port the mayor and the
cause, but most senior

directors as well as many
staff members who had
taken the day off, were also
in attendance.

Mayor Tony VanBynen
respectfully introduced all
staff present and publicly
thanked them all for their
efforts and support.

That’s the way it’s sup-
posed to be.

The mayor, council, sen-
ior and junior staff alike all

working together to support
others.

Seems pretty simple.
The leadership in this

town spends time berating,
belittling and bullying staff
resulting in a poisoned envi-
ronment.

What a shame.What
leadership? 

S. Browne
Aurora
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Book your Wedding Reception 
for 2008 or 2009 & Receive:

Please call   905-727-1312 
for more information or to make reservations!

at Howard Johnson Hotel Aurora 

Now Booking Wedding 
Reception Dates 

EARLY BOOKING BONUS
 Receive a Complimentary Champagne Toast 

A Complimentary Suite for 1 night 
with Champagne and Chocolate Dipped Strawberries 

www.hojoaurora.com

for you and your guests at the reception.* 

(Applicable for wedding package receptions 
booked for 2008 or 2009, minimum of 100 people) 

Call now to book your appointment - space is going fast!

We are currently offering a few upgraded 
features to reward you for securing your 2008 or 2009 

wedding reception at the Howard Johnson Hotel Aurora:

(*If booked by Sept. 30, 2008)

PRIME SPOTS STILL AVAILABLE

15520 Yonge St. 
Aurora, ON

NOW BOOKING 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY PARTIES...

Bathroom 
& Kitchen Accessories

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Lights 
with 
Style!

Murray 
 Feiss

ighting GalleryL 

905-773-9989
13130 Yonge St., Oak Ridges - R. Hill 

South of Bloomington Road, 
across from McDonald’s

Help revitalize the Royal Canadian Legion in Aurora, starting with Phase One:

OPERATION RENOVATION
On September 19, 2008, help us “Light Up The Legion” by joining us for a ni   ght of entertainment featuring Juno-nominated singer 
George St. Kitts. Proceeds of the night will help renovate Aurora’s branch of the Royal Canadian Legion, named in honour of Col. Fred 
C. Tilston, recipient of the Commonwealth’s highest military honour, the Victoria Cross. Let’s keep his legacy of public service alive.

Reserve your tickets: 
General admission - $55 each
Legion members - $45 each
(BUFFET Included)

Sincerely,

The Executive

Colonel Fred. C. Tilston, V.C., Branch 385
Royal Canadian Legion 

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome

Canadian Mortgage Expert

15263 Yonge St. Ste. 2  •  416-987-0334
www.thelendingplace.ca  •  ron@thelendingplace.ca

The
Lending
Place
M o r t g a g e s  M a d e  S i m p l e

Jones and company:stay out of my pocket
To the editor,

Because Mr.Jones is
a "new" Liberal candi-
date, I did read his letter
re:the Libs "green shift"
platform.

I was not surprised,
but also disappointed to
learn that nothing about
the Libs has changed.

Their "green shift" is
exactly that; they wi l l
shift a lot more green
(dollars) out of all of our
paycheques in the form
of higher taxes for every-
thing that is produced in
our economy that uses
any amount of carbon
based fuel.

Now I'm no scientist,
but, I know that every
factory and off ice and
business runs on energy
and people.

The Liberals want to
tax that energy, and
want to tax us people
more as soon as we get
out of bed and turn the
light on.

Then we will pay high-
er taxes when we jump
in the shower, cook our
breakfast, travel to our
work, do our job, eat our
lunch, travel home
again, and turn on the
TV while cooking supper.

I can see why Libs
call it their "green shift”.

Now they have the
audacity to try and pull
the wool over our eyes
(again) by saying they
will reduce our taxes to
offset the huge tax
increases we will incur in
our everyday living!

This part of their
"green shif t"  is cal led

"B.S”.
Stephane Dion reject-

ed Stephen Harper's
REDUCING the GST.

I distinctly remember
him saying something
about how he opposed
reducing the GST
because the Government
knows better how
Canadians want their
money spent.

What an idiotic social-
ist (Liberal) statement.

Sorry, Dion, I  know
what I want to spend my
paycheque on, and, i t
isn't your socialist bleed-
ing heart welfare plat-
form.

Why is it Liberals can
tell Canadians they will
reduce taxes but think
we're all stupid?

I remember one
Liberal who said, "I won't

lower your taxes, but I
won't raise them either”.

Now, years later, we
continue to pay the
Liberals highest tax hit
in decades every time I
do my taxes.

I just don't believe any
Liberals anymore, espe-
cially after the Adscam,
and Human Resources
debacles, and, the fraud
and corruption cases of
the previous Liberal gov-
ernments.

They clearly are not
trustworthy with my
money, so, how dare
they demand more of it.

I had to laugh when
Jones complained that
Harper hasn't done any-
thing for two years.

I take that to mean
that Jones is complain-
ing because Harper has-

n't raised my taxes in
two years - in fact - he's
reduced the GST by two
points, and reduced my
income taxes.

It 's already tough
enough to keep a decent

standard of living in this
country.

Jones & Co., stay out
of my pocketbook!

R.Gee
Aurora

Reader thanks council for lights
To the editor,

I would like to take the
opportunity to thank the
Mayor and the Members of
Council who have helped us

out in the past year and a
half.

I would also like to thank
all of the staff members who
worked behind the scenes.

I live in the Mosaics

behind the Canadian Tire
store and as many of you
know we have been trying to
get lights on the roadway for
no other reason than safety.

Last night at the council

meeting it was finally
approved.

Thank you.

T. Brown 
Aurora



Discount

RATES
without discount

SERVICE.
It’s no accident more
people trust State Farm
to insure their cars. 
Call today.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 
Canadian Head Office: Aurora, Ontario

PO50068CN  02/05

Allan Cruickshank CFP FLMI, Agent
300 Wellington St E
Aurora, ON L4G 1J5
Bus: 905-727-2749

www.allancruickshank.com
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ACRO/POWER  TUMBLING

Brand NEW Location in Richmond Hill

Core Training Gymnastics Centre Inc

Fall Registration
905.884.4267

Core Training Gymnastics Centre Inc.
588 Edward Ave., Unit 55, Richmond Hill

www.coretraininggymnastics.ca 

Now Accepting Fall Registration. 

Call about our OPEN HOUSE

Tigers split two as season opens
Following two away games

to open the Junior A hockey
season, the Aurora Tigers
have a pair of points to show
for their efforts.

Saturday night, they man-
aged to edge the Dixie
Beehives 5-4 after losing to the
Huntsville Otters 7-3 in
Huntsville a night earlier.

All three stars in the first
game, played at the Jack
Bionda Arena, were from
Huntsville.

They were Rob Waddell,
Justin Dicks, and Greg Cerilli.

Despite four weeks of train-
ing camp and more than
enough preparation, including
five exhibition games, the
Aurora Tigers came out lame
and before the northern
Ontario game had barely start-
ed were down three goals ver-
sus the Otters who went on to
pound Aurora Friday night.

"Embarrassing would be
the only way to describe our
efforts tonight, instead of tak-
ing the game to the opposition
we sat back and watched for
most of the game," said a
more than disappointed
Coach Jerome Dupont.
"Allowing 39 shots and taking
as many weak penalties as we
did is a recipe for disaster."

Scoring for the Tigers were
newcomers Tim Revell with a
pair while first year player and
local boy Nick Vangog added a
single.

Saturday, Tigers fell a goal
behind early in the game, but
managed to hang on to the
slim victory after scoring three
in the final 20 minutes. Aurora
and Dixie traded goals in the
first frame, then played
through a scoreless second
period.

7.54
H - Greg Cerilli (Pinkney,
McConney) PP 8.35
H - Justin Dicks (Pinkney,
Crawford) 12.38
A - Tim Revell (Sardella,
Evans) PP 14.53
A - Nick Vangog
(McLaughlin) 18.49

Third Period

H - Rob Waddell (Dicks,
McConney) PP 3.02 

AURORA 5
DIXIE 4

First Period

D - Michael Colavecchia
(Zdrilich, Quinn) 2.54
A - Jeff Vanderlugt
(Hellyer, Smith) 9.35

A - Cody Smith (Monardo)
14.30
Dixie - Michael
Colavecchia (Kurt Zdrilich,
Justin Monaghan) 18:41

Second Period

No scoring

Third Period

A - Lucas VanNatter
(Revell, Sardella) 1.47
A - Jacob Mooney
(Vangog, Bushbacher)
3.27
A - Dominic Monardo
(Evans, Hellyer) PP 7.54
D - Eric Windmueller
(unassisted) PP 12.52
D - Eric Windmueller
(Quinn, Colavecchia) 
PP 13.34

Tigers open at home this
Friday night when they meet
an expansion team from
Upper Canada College. It’s
the first of three games the
team will play this weekend.

Game time is 7.30 p.m. at
the Aurora Community
Centre.

The following night, Aurora
travels to Bowmanville to take
on the Trenton Hercs then on
Sunday, they meet the
Villanova Knights at 2.30
p.m.Sunday, September 21st,
at York University.

Meanwhile the Ontario
Provincial Junior Hockey
League (OPJHL) has looked
to its past as it builds for the
future.

Gone will be the geograph-
ical references to the divi-
sions, being replaced by the
MacKinnon, Ruddock and the
Phillips Division as a tribute to
three longtime volunteers and
OHA executive members.

Aurora, once in the North
Division, will now be in the
Phillips division, along with
teams from  Collingwood,
Couchiching, Dixie, Huntsville,
North York, Orangeville,
Seguin, Villanova and Upper
Canada.

The division is named after
Newmarket’s Cliff Phillips,
who was president of the OHA
from 1974 to 1976.

The old West Division,
which will include Bramalea,
Brampton, Buffalo, Burlington,

Georgetown, Milton,
Mississauga, Oakville,
Streetsville and Vaughan for
the 2008-2009 season, will
now be known at the
MacKinnon Division as a
salute to former OHA
Chairman of the Board Bob
MacKinnon who held that post
from 1984 to 1986.

The Ruddock Division, in
honor of Toronto's William
Ruddock, will replace the East
Division.Ruddock was the first
Chairman of the OHA Board
and last elected president. He
held the chairman's post from
1974 to 1976.

Teams in the division for
the new season will include
Ajax, Bowmanville, Kingston,
Lindsay, Peterborough,
Pickering, Port Hope, Trenton
and Whitby.

HUNTSVILLE 7
AURORA 3

First Period

H - Chris Wiggin (Dicks,
Crawford) 0.30
H - Tyler Crawford
(Whitelaw) 2.37
H - Rob Waddell (unassist-
ed) 13.20

Second Period

A - Tim Revell (VanNatter,
Smith) PP 5.03
H - Jesse McConney
(Pinkney, Whitelaw) PP

Minor Atom
AA team
wins title

A 2-1 victory over the
Milton Winterhawks clinched
the 2008 Richmond Hill Early
Bird Tournament champi-
onship for the Aurora Tigers
Minor Atom AA hockey team
recently.

The Tigers opened the
tournament with 6-2 and 12-
0 wins over the Clarington
Toro's and York Toro's.

However, the Tigers fell to
second in the round robin
after a 4-2 loss to Milton.

Aurora rebounded from
the loss to defeat the
Georgina Blaze 2-1 in the
tournament semi-final,
before facing Milton again in
the finals.

Under head coach Jay
Malowney and assistant
coaches Paul Sarazin and
Paul Wolanski, the Tigers
were not fazed by their earli-
er loss to Milton.

Trainer John Belgue
called the championship "A
great way to start the 
season."

9:00 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

    Children’s 5 Pin 
Ages 5 to 12 yrs 

Youth –10 Pin League 
Ages 9–18 yrs 

Sanctioned, coaching & bowling tournaments etc. 

Call or inquire in person for more details 

Bowling Leagues 
All Begin in September 
Saturday Morning – Sept 6th 

New

Adult Leagues 
5 Pin – Mixed – Mon & Wed nights 

10 Pin Mixed Mon. Tues & Wed nights 
Also ask about our Seniors Leagues 

Gateway Café & Lanes 
210 Edward St. Aurora 

(905) 727-2900 • www.gatewaylanes.ca
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P A C T 
(Police and Community Together) 
We are looking for new 
committee members. If you are 
looking to serve your community 
please contact us by email at: 
aurorapact@aci.on.ca

Police Liaisons 
Dan Hunter – OPP

Melanie Moffatt – YRP
Terry White – YRP (COR)

PACT committee Members
Kim Rouse - Parypa – Chair

Marianne Mandryk 
Kim Rogers 

Jason Sarricini 
Cyndy Skillins 

Ron Wallace

PARTNERS IN PROTECTING OUR COMMUNITY 
This page is proudly sponsored by: 

Hartwell Thayer Financial Services Group 
Providing professional and personalized services 
to York Region for more than 50 years. 
2 Orchard Heights Blvd., Unit 23 
Aurora, Ontario, L4G 3W3 
Aurora: 905-713-9870
Toll Free: 1-800-668-8976
Fax: 905-727-5749  www.hartwellthayer.com

CRIME STOPPERS 1 - 800 - 222- TIPS (8477)

We often see the Black & White cars of the OPP on the
400, 404, 407 and Hwy 48.  We frequently see (now retired)
Sgt. Cam Woolley and Officer Dave Woodford on the TV
news talking about traffic concerns and safety.  But what does
an OPP officer do?  They are by name OPP, Ontario
Provincial Police, our provincial police service.  They have
all the responsibilities, duties and requirements to uphold and
enforce our Provincial and Federal laws.  The primary focus
of the Highway Detachment located here in Aurora is
Highway safety and they oversee the one Provincial Park in
York Region.  "The Ontario Highway Traffic Act notes: "the
privilege of driving on a highway is granted to, and retained
by, only those persons who demonstrate that they are likely to
drive safely".  Therefore, those who abuse the privilege or
otherwise compromise the safety of the general public must
be held accountable to the full extent provided in law.” 

From: www.opp.ca/opp_001805.html  
PACT has been fortunate to have had 2 active OPP officers

on our committee over the past few years.  Lisa Basso was our
first Officer liaison and for the past year it has been Dan
Hunter.  In discussion with many officers, including their
Staff Sergeant Hazel O’Brien, there seems to be one common
thread; they all are remarkably service minded with a passion
for community involvement.

So who is Officer Dan Hunter? 
Dan was 24 years old when he became an OPP Officer on

January 1st 2007.  He grew up in Caledon, is married, has a
wonderful black & white Spaniel and when winter vacations
come around he loves to ski.  When I asked why he became

an officer he paused for a bit and replied that he was looking
for a new challenge and career and he “fell into it”.  However
when you talk with him it is quite clear why he is in this pro-
fession.  There is a degree of independence he has with his
day to day activities.  He manages his cruiser so that others
on the street are safe.  There is need to enforce laws when
drivers disregard other’s safety, and their own.  Dan does this
through indirect and direct methods.  Do you ever wonder
why a cruiser drives a bit slower or a bit ahead of the posted
speed on the highway?  There are reasons for this and an
experienced officer reads the traffic and will coach the ener-
gy of the day or hour in a manner that a herder will attend
their flock.  In the course of this interview I was able to see
first hand what this means and it was truly amazing to watch.
When asked the question is there a quota for tickets, the
response was that there are no quotas, but tickets do happen
when Officer Hunter sees people disregarding the safety of
others on the road.  We had the wonderful fortune of being in
the right place at the right time to catch someone racing. To
my amazement “racing” under section 172 of the Highway
Traffic Act the individual needs not be racing another car only
needs to be racing in traffic.  This driver clearly had no regard
for the safety or wellness of others as he sped in and out of
traffic at an unsafe speed with erratic lane changes.  He is
now without his license and car for 7 days and will have tow-
ing and impound charges for the week.  Once convicted the
costs only go up.  It was interesting while at the road side
writing the ticket how many cars gave a honk of appreciation.
My only guess was that this driver had frustrated or infuriat-

ed drivers for many kilometres.  On other parts of the ride-
along with Officer Hunter there were cars at the side of the
road that he would check to see if they needed assistance,
there was a collision that needed traffic control while the
other 911 personnel did their jobs safely and a few other rou-
tine stops when the drivers were driving in a ‘selfish manner’.
If you see something wrong while driving, when safe, call
*OPP ( * 677 ) on your cell phone.  This way you can help be
eyes on the roads, assisting the OPP do their jobs helping us
all.

Officer Hunter said an attraction for him to join the OPP
was the diversity of the profession.  There are a lot of oppor-
tunities to pursue different careers within the same company.
While the shift work can take a bit of a toll he really enjoys
his job and the steep learning curve along with the challenges.
He says that you need to trust your ‘spidey senses’.  When
asked what his most scary moment has been so far, he told of
a situation when outside his car he heard a loud bang and just
got out of the way of a huge 30 + lb truck tire fragment com-
ing his way.  When asked what his best moment was; he said
that there was no one moment that stood out, but there were
times that things fell into place and he was there to act on
what people wanted and needed.  He cited a time when an
older person got disoriented on the 400 and was driving the
wrong way.  Dan was there with other officers to avoid any
mishaps and returned the person safely to their family.

PACT is remarkably fortunate to have Officer Daniel
Hunter as our liaison officer from OPP, like Lisa Basso before
him they have added immeasurably to our group.

Who is Officer Dan Hunter 
of the OPP?

By CYNDY SKILLINS 

AURORA SELKIES 
MASTERS SWIM CLUB 

& ADULT SWIM FIT

905-841-3450  swimgym@sympatico.ca
www. swimgym.ca

COACHES 
~Yvonne Cattrall~

Current Masters World Record Holder 
Kelly Hughes and Elissa Gelleny

Sept. 15/08 to June 15th/09

Aurora Selkies Competitive Swim Club 
open to children, youth and triathletes of all ages

ANNUAL FEES–FLAT RATE
$650.00 (No limit on number of swims)

Flexible workout time at AFLC, ARC and SAC
 

Underdog Tiger team
wins Etobicoke tourney

Despite playing a tier
above their usual compe-
tition, the Aurora Tigers
Minor Peewee AE hockey
team beat the Cooksville
Phantoms 1-0 to win the
West Mall Lightning Early
Bird "A" tournament last
week.

Andrew Klinowski of
the Tigers scored the
game's only goal, and
goaltender Brenden
Bilotta made several
saves in the final minutes
to earn the shutout.

Aurora reached the
finals after a 5-2 victory
over the Humber Valley
Sharks.

Liam Gray of the Tigers

scored twice in that game.
In the preliminary

round, the Tigers tied
both the West Mall
Lightning and the Por t
Credit Storm 3-3. In
Aurora's third game,
Michael Fisher scored the
winner in a 1-0 win over
Humber Valley.

After the finals, Aurora
head coach James
Wansbrough told his
team: "The improvement
that you showed from
Thursday night to the final
on Sunday proves that
you all deserve to be play-
ing here, and you have
the heart and drive to be
real competitors."

This Aurora Stingers girls’ soccer team acted as
one of the hosts over the weekend as the Aurora
Youth Soccer Club welcomed 80 teams from the
area to the annual All-Star John Traganitis
Tournament. Aurora’s only boys’ entry in the tour-
ney, the Under 13 Stingers Black won their final,
edging a team from Leaside 1-0 Sunday. Two
female teams, the Under 11-12 girls and the Under
13-14 girls, advanced to the finals in their respec-
tive divisions, but results were not available at
press time. The event had its kickoff Saturday
morning on the soccer fields at Sheppard’s Bush,
but games were played throughout Aurora during
the weekend. The tournament is considered by the
AYSC as the most “historic” of tournaments held
by the group. Auroran photo by David Falconer
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COURSE STARTS 
SEPT. 20 - 2 WEEKENDS

905-726-4132

www.youngdrivers.com

AURORA SHOPPING CENTREAURORA SHOPPING CENTRE
 (905) 727-2322 (905) 727-2322

Add SPARKLE to your life!

 with us during our

 
Celebrate

Sale
24th24th ANNIVERSARY

 
UNTIL SUNDAY SEPT. 21

2008 2008 

 
UNTIL SUNDAY SEPT. 21

Enter our DRAW DRAW for a chance to WINWIN

one of 

There is a limit of 4 (2 x “2 for”) per item

regular size 
CHOCOLATE 

BARS

HERSHEY 
regular size 

CHOCOLATE BARS

HERSHEY 
calcium supplement

(any type)
60’s

CALTRATE
calcium supplement

(any type)
60’s

CALTRATE

 for2

.99.99

WHITE SWAN

 for2
 for2 .99.991616

cotton cosmetic pads
IRIS

cotton cosmetic pads
125’s

IRIS

 for2

LUXURIOUS 
VOLUME 

LUXURIOUS 
VOLUME 

hair products

John FriedaJohn Frieda

 for2

FRESH 
MINERALS

brand 

EYE MAKE-UP

FRESH 
MINERALS

 for2

ROBAX
PLATINUM

muscle relaxant 
18’s

ROBAXPLATINUM

 for2

GLUCOSAMINE
JAMIESON 
GLUCOSAMINEproducts (any type or size) 

JAMIESON 

 for2

ACTIVITAL
G U M

ACTIVITAL
manual toothbrush

G U M

 for2

BAYER
ASPIRIN

 for2

IBUPROFEN
ADVILIBUPROFEN

extra strength 400mg 

12’s - 16’s

ADVIL

 for2

vitamin C
SUNKIST

vitamin C
chewable 500mg 

90’s

SUNKIST

 for2

ADVILCOLD & SINUS
(any type)

40’s

ADVIL

 for2

NUTRIBAR

 for2

hand 
PURELL

hand 
sanitizer 

236ml 

PURELL

 for2

facial tissue 
white 
125’s

WHITE SWAN
facial tissue 

white 
125’s

BAYER 
ASPIRIN

Io-dose 81 mg 
30’s

meal replacement 
NUTRIBAR
meal replacement 

bar 
singles

24 GIFT BASKETS 24 GIFT BASKETS 
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         905-841-1030
Direct: 416-460-0453 

HONESTY and INTEGRITY
GOOD OLD FASHIONED HARD WORK

BROKERAGE

MARTIN READ

www.martinread.ca

Sales Representative

Residents get lights
residents as a pedestrian
walkway and that it was
dangerous at night as there
were no lights along the
path.

The request was referred
to staff to follow up and
report back to council.

In March, 2007, staff
reported that the town had
little role to play in the
agreement between
Canadian Tire and the
Condominium Corporation
except as a mediator and so
far had been unsuccessful.

The general committee
referred the issue back to
staff to find resolution to the
issue.

In June, 2007, a compre-
hensive staff report was
presented to council provid-
ing background information
and suggested that the
town take no further action
with regard to the lighting
dispute as it was a private
issue between the two par-
ties and the town had no
authority or obligation with
regards to the lighting.

Claiming it was a safety
issue, council approved that
the town pay for the opera-
tion of the three lights along
the pathway.

Staff members noted
that the lights in the parking
lot were owned by
Canadian Tire and it would
be necessary to separate
the three lights from the rest
of the parking lot which
would have to be negotiat-
ed.

In a report to the general
committee, staffers report-
ed they had worked closely
with Canadian Tire and the
Condominium Corporation
and had negotiated a reso-
lution acceptable to both
parties.

The town's responsibility
is to operate street lighting
within municipal rights of
way and since these three
lights are not on a municipal
right of way it is necessary
to enter into an agreement
with Canadian Tire detailing
an operation and mainte-
nance agreement to
address the concerns of the
residents.

Canadian Tire and the
Condominium Corporation
will cost share the work
required to convert the
existing three lights to 
the town's system on 

a 50/50 basis.
The general committee

approved the staff recom-
mendation to accept the
maintenance and operating
costs for the three light
standards in the Canadian
Tire parking lot to service

the condominium residents
and for staff to develop an
agreement with Canadian
Tire to acknowledge the
transfer of responsibility.

Work won’t proceed until
an agreement has been
finalized.

From page 1

If you fit into one of these 
categories and have not been 

contacted by us,
Please call

905-853-4645

New to the community?

Expecting a baby

at your house?

Newly Engaged?

New Business/

Professional?

A Civic minded

Business interested 

in sponsoring 

Welcome Wagon?

Please call
1-866-873-9913
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Senior Scape

A Celebration of Culture
was highlighted last
Wednesday at the Aurora
Seniors’Centre, and the culi-
nary temptations provided by
fine local restaurants and oth-
ers were outstanding.

Not only was the food
excellent but the overall pres-
entation was accomplished in
a professional manner, and
those who seized the attention
and caressed the gastronomic
appetites of everybody in the
seniors centre are:Graystones
Restaurant, Honba Japanese
Restaurant, Jonathon’s
Restaurant, Park Place Manor,
King Henry’s Arms, Mamma
Mia Trattoria, Thai Spring
Rolls, and Tweedy’s Patties.

The seniors’centre was
packed with members and
guests, who sampled the wide
variety of tempting foods with
gusto, and everybody was
delighted by specific types of
food or more often, by the pure
temptation of the diversity of
food preparation originating
from all over the world.

Food is the great promoter
of our social relationships and
binds family and friends close-
ly, while also offering the famil-
iarity of sharing food with unfa-
miliar but friendly faces.

The distinctive style of
everyday life at the seniors
centre blended well with the
vibrancy of the occasion and
was gastronomically speaking,
outstanding and the event is
well worthy of repetition.

Mayor Phyllis Morris
opened the event and Lois
Brown was the guest speaker.
Tim Jones, who always enjoys
public events, circulated
among the seniors talking with
many, and councillor Al Wilson
was present wishing ASA
members well.

The entertainment consist-
ed of a medley of music pre-
sented by different musicians
and singers, and for those with
energy to spare dance lessons
for the Rumba and Cha Cha
and Belly Dance lessons for
beginners.

There were Origami Paper
Crane demonstrations and
also Japanese Calligraphy and
Henna Body Paint.

The day was a triumph for
ASA volunteers and organiz-
ers and the participating busi-
nesses, while the continuing
excellence of the ASA is a
credit to the municipality of
Aurora.

Now that the evening shad-
ows lengthen earlier, the ball-
room dancers want a dancing
partner in their arms.

Therefore everybody is
invited to the Friday night
dance at the ASA, September
19th, from 8 p.m.until 11 p.m.,
when Charles Sequeira pres-
ents big time dance music,
aided by Lucille and Angus.
Everybody is welcome.

And to ASA member Ernie
Wall, congratulations on win-
ning silver at the 2008 Canada
Games 55+ in New Brunswick.

MOON GARDEN
RESTAURANT Since 1969 

Dinner for

�5 Egg Rolls • Jadoo Wings 
�Sweet & Sour Chicken Balls 

�Chicken Vegetables & Almonds 
�Chicken Chow Mein • Chicken Fried Rice 

� Cantonese Chow Mein (Noodles)
TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 

Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O.
15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington.

Parking in behind.905-727-3101

5 -5 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3939$$ 9595

DEBIT

300 Wellington St., East 
Aurora - In Tim Horton’s Plaza

 

905-727-8711
OPEN  Mon. - Fri. 9 - 7  Sat. 9 - 2

• FREE local prescription delivery 
• MAJOR DRUG PLANS ACCEPTED 
• $2.00 OFF co-pay on all ODB Prescriptions 

  

MeDi CentRe Medical Clinic Walk-in & Family Practice
next door to pharmacy
Accepting new patients

WELLINGTON PHARMACY

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

           11in Group Benefits For Firms
with 1–50 People1–50

CANADA’S 
LEADING 

PLAN

Please call 905-750-0032
Johnson Financial Group 

Rod Johnson; ext. 223, Ian Johnson; ext. 222

Quality Feed      Budget Prices@
Wild Bird Mixes 
Canary, Budgie, Cockatiel, 
Parrot Mixes 
Outdoor Feeders
Hamster/Gerbil Feed 
Racing Pigeon Mixes
Nyger Seed
Black Oil Sunflower Seed and much more 
We also carry a large variety 
of seeds for exotic and caged birds 
Multivitamins, Medications, 
Spray millets & Cuttlebone

New Concept 
Re-fillable take home 

conainers in 
2lb, 5lb & 10lb sizes 

••••••••••••

YONGE LOCATION NOW OPEN

BIRDERS PARADISE INC. 
12261 Yonge Street 
(cnr. Yonge/Stoufville side Rd.) 
Richmond Hill, ON. L4E 3M7 
tel: (905) 773-7760 

39 Glen Cameron Rd Unit #5 
Thornhill, ON. L3T 1P1
T (905) 731-3335 
fax: (905) 731-3356 
email: birdersparadise@bellnet.ca 
www.birdersparadiseinc.com

International food
delights seniors

To describe this achieve-
ment as fantastic is absolutely
accurate, and to describe his
success as the thrill of a life-
time is no exaggeration, either.

Ernie won his silver medal
at golf and very many of his
colleagues and those he has
played with over the years
must be thrilled for Ernie and
wishing they could emulate his
success in any golf tourna-
ment.

The chess season is open,
games have been played, and
we are eager to organize a
chess tournament to get the
season off to a competitive
start, probably with a Swiss
style competition.

The Swiss format allows
the stronger players to be
matched after the opening
round, and so on down to the
weaker players.

This achieves the desirable
result of matching players by
strength and the eventual win-
ner has to earn victory, and will
feel like a winner when all is
done.

In addition, a large number
of players can be accommo-
dated, and the number of
rounds can be fixed to suit a
reasonable time frame.

To the best of my knowl-
edge, ASA chess is the only
organized chess available in
Aurora except for school
chess, so come on out and
exercise your chess playing
faculties with players near to
your calibre.

Please note, none of our
current players have played
chess for decades and while
we have some good players,
all are recreational class chess
players.

ASA chess is played
Tuesday evenings starting
between 6 p.m.and 7 p.m.,
ending at 8.45 p.m.Further,
you are required to be a mem-
ber of the ASA to play chess,
or to take part in any ASA
activities.

The Evergreens Choir has
purchased a new keyboard
which allows great flexibility in
performing where a piano is
not available and is also con-
venient for rehearsals.

Enid Maize says new mem-
bers are welcome, particularly
male altos, and that anybody
who is interested is welcome to
come to the Wednesday
rehearsal from 2.30 p.m.until
4.30 p.m.

They celebrated culture
at the Aurora Seniors’
Centre last Wednesday,
and members of the
ASA (Aurora Seniors’
Association) as well as
members of the public
got to sample foods
from around the world.
Bringing out the best
from the Graystone
Restaurant were owner
Petra Wiedemann (top
photo,left) and staffer
Dorothy Antoniadis,
while in the photo
below,Kathy Wride,left,
and Steve Mattison
wowed the crowd with
their efforts from Park
Place Manor.Foods were
sampled from Japan,Italy,
Austria, Greece, Britain,
and Jamaica,as well as
Canada.

Auroran photos 
by David Falconer

Beginning this week, we’ll
bring you results of the ques-
tion asked in the Aurora
Citizen, a new website that
started a couple of weeks ago.

Last week’s question was
“Are you happy with the selec-
tion of restaurants offered in
Aurora?”

A total of 28 people

responded to the question and
of that 15 answered “yes”and
13 answered “no”.

Next week’s question is
“Do you plan to vote in the 
federal election?”

If you’d like to participate in
this survey, click on www.auro-
racitizen.blogspot.com and
have a look around.

Response to 
blog question



SATURDAY SEPT. 20th

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only). 

Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  
•  The deadline for all classified advertising copy and Garage/lawn sales is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 76,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

CLEAN WITH CARE experi-
enced, efficient, thorough
home cleaning with an added
personal touch 905-727-
2353.

CARPET - I have sev-
eral thousand yards of
new Stainmaster 
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet
your living room & hall
for $389. Price
includes carpet, pad
and installation (30
square yards). Steve
905-898-0127.

� HELP WANTED � BUSINESS SERVICES

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week. (*This section only)  Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or go to  www.auroran.com 

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

• beginners to advanced
• ongoing classes 

• drawing & painting techniques 
• help students prepare portfolios for college and art school 

• no artistic experience necessary 
905-726-8883

Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 
Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV. 

mi.design@sympatico.ca 

 LEARN HOW TO DRAW & PAINT...  
 just like the Masters 

� CLEANERS

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

CLASSES • SEMINARS •  WORKSHOPS • COURSES

DANCING

9 pm class- Cha Cha Waltz
No experience or partner required. 

Taught by the host of the 
“Start Dancing” series on ACI Cable TV

DANCE PARTY
 

                      

DANCE CLASSES 

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

Next series starts Sept. 8
through Nov. 3rd. 

No class October 13

Aurora Legion Ballroom •  7 - Midnight 

 8 pm class-Rumba Foxtrot

4,500 sq. ft. ballroom

Sept. 20Free Rumba Dance Lesson:  7: 30 P.M.

Site: www.SteveMillerDance.ca 
Call Steve Miller at 416-439-6557 
Email: Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca  

P R O  P A I N T I N G
Int./Ext fast, clean, pro-
fessional & affordable,
last minute no problem!
905-898-3445.

SEASONAL

YORK ELECTRICAL
SERV. 100 & 200 Amp
service upgrades, reno-
vations, new construc-
tion, residential & com-
mercial. Licenced and
insured. 905-841-8055

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish.
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033

SEEKING SALES PRO-
FESSIONAL for Web
development company
please send resume to
hr@auroraonline.com or
call 905-222-2022.

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING DEADLINE

CHANGES
We have 

changed our deadline 
for classified 

word,
semi-display 

advertising & Lawn/Garage Sales 
to

FRIDAY
AT 3 PM 

for publication the following week.
Thank you.

better 
water
pure 
and 
simple™

Not valid with other offers. Installation not included. Offers and participation may vary. O.A.C. 

The 
TWO-IN-ONE

solution 
for water’s 

dirty little secrets.
REDUCES CHLORINE TASTE

for a fresh, clean 
taste and smell.

SOFTENS WATER
for shinier hair,
smoother skin,

crystal clear dishes,
softer laundry.

Cell: 416-818-5075 •  905-841-8249

Ron Butler 

2

3

4

GARAGE SALES Call: 905-727-7128 to book your spot!

Quality Workmanship by an
Experienced Tradesman

OFFICE FOR RENT,
Yonge and Mosley area.
For more information, call
Telly at 905-717-4073.

BASEMENT APART-
MENT includes utilities,
parking, laundry, no
smoking. 905-751-9817

� FOR RENT

� BOARDING

� HELP WANTED

� FOR SALE

� BOOKKEEPING SERV.

� PET SITTING

� YARD HELP

� PUBLIC NOTICE

SEEKING INTERMEDI-
ATE/SENIOR WEB
DEVELOPER/PRO-
GRAMMER Should have
good knowledge of PHP,
MySQL & Java Script
Please send resume to
hr@auroraonline.com
905-222-2022.

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION

905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811 
e-mail: limousines@sympatico.ca

(AURORA BASED)

Hire either a Lincoln or a Hybrid 

“Green Limousine” 
for your next airport or downtown transportation.

From only $65.00! 
Call Alan @ York Region Limousines

� FINANCIAL SERVICES 

One of North America’s 
largest financial 

services companies 
is expanding in this area.

If you desire a dynamic career with 
excellent income potential, 

call Ruth Greaves at 

905-836-1555/1-888-240-4767

Not everyone 
needs your services 

all the time, 
but...

if you want to be there 
when they do, 
advertise in 

THE AURORAN Classifieds
905-727-7128 

Wellington Street West

Orchard Hts. Blvd.

Kennedy St.
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NEED SHORT TERM
H E L P ? Lawncare, 
tree trimming, yard
cleanups, concrete floor
repairs, landscaping,
window washing, eave-
strough cleaning, paint-
ing, etc. Call Roy @
289-231-3157

1) 50 Devins Rd. 8 - 3 2) 186 Murray Dr. 8 - 12 3) 131 Heathwood Hts. 8...

� DOG AGILITY

� ART CLASSES � MUSIC � MUSIC

MUSIC SONGWRIT-
ING/PIANO lessons.
Over 15 years of expe-
rience at reasonable
rates. Call Robert at
647-284-0127   

DOG AGILITY ALL
BREEDS and Rally
obedience in Sharon.
9 0 5 - 4 7 8 - 4 0 6 0 .
d o g s p o r t s _ t r a i n
ing@yahoo.ca

905-773-2868 

- European School
- 20 Years of Experience
- Small Groups 
- Individual Instruction
- All levels
- Adults and Children
- Drawing
- Oil, Acrylic, Pastel 

smalina@aci.on.ca    www.malinaart.com

ART LESSONS 
with Sergey Malina

IF YOU DO 
CLASSES, SEMINARS 

WORKSHOPS OR COURSES 
...let us know. 

You could be advertising in this section 
for as low as $7 per week.
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FIFTH AVENUE COL-
LECTION Now in
Aurora! Fine Fashion
Jewellery. For sales or
to book a party, contact
Laura Valta at 647-229-
9801 or lauravalta
@ f a c m a i l . c o m .
www.fifthavenuecollec-
tion.com/lvalta

in Aurora requires a dynamic 
& personable individual for 
store sales. Some design 

experience necessary.
Excellent salary & commission.

Please call Steve. 416-677-8886.

KITCHEN BATHROOM 
& FLOORING STORE

FT/PT CAR WASH
a t t e n d e n t / d e t a i l e r  
n e e d e d . C o n t a c t
info@splashwash.ca

STUDENT, SENIOR,
HOMEMAKER organ-
izing decluttering in my
home $10.00 hr. Call:
Carol 905-713-3257.

DRAWING CLASS
All level small group
English and Chinese.
Call Yunhong at 
9 0 5 - 7 1 3 - 3 6 5 0
http://www.yhartstu-
dio.com

This listing is free 
to Aurora residents

Sponsored by 
Sean Herbinson 

ReMax Realty 905-727-1941

Murray Dr.
Edward St.

E N T R Y - L E V E L
INSTRUCTION to
adults for playing in
wind-instrument band
(non-profit) 905-836-
4039.

CLASSES

2 FREE BUNNIES with
cages. 1 male, white
with black ears and one
female - pure white.
Netherland dwarf. Free
to good home. Please
call Cindy 905-395-
2866

PIANO LESSONS-
Associate Teacher of
the Royal Conservatory
of Music, A.R.C.T,
accepting new students
for Private Studio-all
ages and levels
(905)726-7977.

NOTICE OF LIEN
SALE The personal
property, household
goods, and contents of
rental spaces will be
sold for cash or other-
wise disposed of, to sat-
isfy rental liens for
unpaid rent in accor-
dance with Ontario
Statutes Chapter R.25
on Wednesday Sept.
17, 2008 at 9:00 a.m.
Sharp at Northern Self
Storage, 122 Bales
Drive East, Newmarket,
Ontario L3Y 4X1 (905)
853-4934 Unit Names
Orlando Arruda, Robert
Rubin

An established engineering firm requires
and experienced draftsperson to complete
structural, mechanical and electrical draw-
ings as well as floor plans, elevations and
details. Must have extensive experience
with AutoCAD and experience in Revit
would be an asset.

Email: mrochon@rochons.ca

An established engineering firm requires 
a Professional Engineer with a
Civil/Structural undergraduate degree. You
will provide structural and material assess-
ments of structural components affected 
by fire, explosion, vibration, wind load,
snow load, vehicle impact, ground 
movement and water (moisture) infiltration.
Your structural scope of repair will be 
thoroughly outlined on Computer Assisted
Dr a w i n g s  ( C A D )  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  
specifications and guidelines that reflect
present Codes and Standards. The draw-
ings and specifications will be prepared and 
distributed to obtain accurate and quick
estimates on the scope of repair. Email
mrochon@rochons.ca.

DRAFTING

STRUCTURAL
ENGINEER

HELP

Centre St.

McClellan Way

A C C O U N T A B L E
BOOKKEEPING serv-
ice for in or out of your
office. Free initial con-
sultation. 905-726-4414.

MATH CLUB for grades
9 - 12. For registration
call 416-309-0143.
w w w . m a t h e m a t
icsmagazine.com

I D E A L  F O R  
A HOME-MAKER
OR A SEMI-
RETIRED PERSON.
A no pressure p/t job
in a pleasant envi-
ronment. 10-20
hours a week. You
must be flexible and
available to be
scheduled between 7
a.m. - 5 p.m. through
the week. Previous
café service or 
food preparation is 
p r e f e r r e d . S t .
Andrews mall across
Fo o d l a n d . D r o p
in/call/send resumé.
Tel (905) 713-1245,
(905) 770-4695, Fax
(905) 770-8247.

UPSCALE COFFEE SHOP 
ON THE BEAN
IN AURORA, P/T HELP 

WANTED FOR WEEKDAYS
AND WEEKENDS 

BOARDING beautiful
clyde/thoro cross mare.
Looking for an experi-
enced rider to half
board. Please call 905-
727-2515.

DOG & CAT SITTING
In your home or mine
will supply references.
905-727-5081.

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING COMPANY 

CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for mature individuals to join our 
friendly team. Competitive wages, car an asset 

for one position, kms paid. 
Car not necessary for p/t cleaner position.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

 

To apply, please submit your resume and cover letter to 
c.adams@aurorachamber.on.ca by Friday, September 26, 2008.

(1 Year Contract)

Key duties: 
• ensure financial soundness and financial accountability of Chamber 
• management of Chamber events/activities
• overall management of small staff and day-to-day operations of busy Chamber Office
• regular correspondence and meetings with volunteer Board of Directors    
• active involvement and communication with local business community  
• advocate/key liaison with Town, Region, York Region Chambers, Ontario and
  Canadian Chambers of Commerce 

Key skills:
• event/project management experience 
• managerial and financial/budget experience 
• experience working with/in non-profit sector and volunteer Boards 
• advanced oral and written communication skills
• strong consensus-building and relationship building skills 
• policy/advocacy experience 
• team-player, tactful, professional, strong computer skills and flexibility to work 
  outside normal business hours.

Salary negotiable depending upon experience.  

Executive Director 
of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce

The Aurora Chamber of Commerce – a dynamic, independent, non-profit business 
association with over 800 local business members – is looking for an Executive 

Director for a one-year contract position (maternity leave replacement). 

EXERCISE EQUIP-
MENT - all machines.
$2,000 retail. Sell for
$150. Must go. 905-
727-5677.HELP 

WANTED 

FOR 
RENT

Devins Dr.

Heathwood Hts.

Davis Rd.

1

SUNDAY SEPT. 21st only
4) 168 Hollandview Tr. 9.30 - 11am 

Hollandview Tr.

MORE
HELP 

WANTED



Church archivist Helen
Roberts said the 190th
anniversary prompted her to
go back into the archives
and look more closely at its
history.

But she's not only looking
backward - she's looking for-
ward, too.

"What we're celebrating
is all the work of people who
have gone before us, and
then building on that," she
said.

Gracing the front of the
church is a banner bearing
the symbol of a compass
and the words "Travelling
Together".

The compass logo was
designed by artist and mem-
ber Holly Williamson.

"The images used in this
vision mandala are the peo-
ple of the church, who share
in the vision as a circle of
community journeying
together," Williamson said.

Guest speaker for the
special service will be Rev.
David McKane, from First-
St. Andrew's United Church
in London, Ont. His topic is
"Don't Forget Your
Compass".

Among the hymns will be
one penned by Rev. McKane
himself, who is an accom-
plished singer and compos-
er as well as a gifted preach-
er.

Other musical treats
include a Grade 7-8 band
under the leadership of

Steve Falk, and a bagpipe
postlude by St. Andrew's
College student and piper
Mitchell Arnold.

There will also be a sym-
bolic candlelighting ceremo-
ny involving three candles
representing past, present
and future, to be lit respec-
tively by a longstanding
member, a newer member
and a child.

Supply minister Rev. Tim
Dayfoot will lead the service,
along with several members
of the congregation, and
youth leader Paul Shepherd
will do a special presenta-
tion for kids about what
church and Sunday school
were like in the “olden days”.

Over the past few weeks,
members of the church have
been contributing their own
memories, whether historic,
funny, poignant, long ago or
recent.

The written reminis-
cences appear on cards that
will be posted along a
Memory Path.

Ada Johnson, 105, who
has been a member of the
church for 100 years,
recalled that the church was
the centre of people's social
lives.

Congregants went to two
services every Sunday, in
the morning and in the
evening, and there were
separate Sunday school
classes for girls and boys,
she said.

Longtime member Isobel

Miller recalled this memory
from the 1960s: "Prime
Minister Lester B. Pearson
marching down the aisle to
ascend the pulpit his father
had occupied many years
before was a highlight of the
year."

Edwin Arthur Pearson,
father of the former PM, was
the church's minister in the
early 1900s, and the family
lived in the manse at 39
Catherine Street.

The church has a colour-
ful history that mirrors the
history of Aurora. It began in
1818, when local landowner
William Tyler sold an acre at
the corner of Yonge and
Tyler streets to four trustees
for the grand sum of five
shillings, for the building of
"a house of public worship,
for the use of the Methodist
Episcopal Church in the
Province of Upper Canada." 

In those early days, vari-
ous branches of Methodism
appeared, occupying not
only this church, but also the
present Masonic Hall on
Mosley Street and the
Salvation Army Hall on
Centre Street.

It would be more than
100 years before the
Methodists would merge
with the Congregationalists
and most Presbyterian
churches to form the United
Church of Canada in 1925.

That first church building
in 1818 was a humble log
cabin. Since ministers had to

travel over muddy, back-
woods trails on horseback to
visit settlers in their homes,
they became known as
"saddlebag preachers”.

Among the church's early
preachers were William and
John Ryerson, brothers of
Dr. Egerton Ryerson, after
whom Ryerson University is
named.

By the mid-1800s the
growing congregation decid-
ed to build a larger church
and move the little log cabin
to the back of the property
for use as a Sunday school.
But during the move it slid
back off its rollers, prompting
the incumbent minister to
joke that while he'd seen
Methodists backslide, he'd
never seen a meeting house
commit the same offense.

In 1877, fire partly gutted
the new frame building,
along with all its documents.
But a new church was built
the following year, for a hefty
$8,915, including a 100-foot
spire.

To help cover expenses,
members had to pay rent to
use the pews. Fees began at
$1 a sitting but were then
open to the highest bidder.
Pew rents weren't abolished
until 1912.

Throughout the past cen-
tury, the church has under-
gone many internal and
external transformations:
steeples blown down and
replaced, a gym added and
removed, staircases built,
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$3000
Cash only. While quantities last.

Quantities are limited. Sale will be on a
first come, first serve basis. Maximum of
one rain barrel per household. For York
Region residents only. Purchaser must
present proof of residence. For complete
rules and regulations please visit us
online at www.york.ca.

RAY TWINNEY 
RECREATION COMPLEX
100 Eagle Street West
Town of Newmarket

SAT. SEPT. 20th, 2008
7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For more information, please visit www.york.ca or call 1.800.215.4060

YORK REGION

Nature’s nectar. Catch it.

RAIN
BARREL
SALES EVENT

Back again

by popular

demand!

each
only

LOCAL
SPORTS 
IS OUR 
SHTICK

Rogers TV airs more coverage 

of local York Region sports than

you’re going to find anywhere else 

on television. First Local Sports,
Jr. ‘A’ This Week, Varsity Sports,
HS in the Zone, OHA coverage

and more. If it’s played here, 

it’s played on Rogers TV.

CABLE 10/63

United Church celebrates another milestone
From page 1 rooms altered, an elevator

installed, upgrades done on
everything from furnace
pipes to organ pipes.

But some things never
change.

"From adult Sunday
School classes and boys'
bands to Couples Clubs and
women's groups, to men's
hockey teams and Out of the
Cold programs, the mem-
bers have served, rejoiced,
played and worshipped in
ways that reflected the lives
and times of each genera-
tion," archivist Roberts said.

Everyone who attends
the special service will be
invited to sign the mat of a

large print of the church by
Aurora artist Dorothy Clark
McClure. The print will be on
permanent display in the
church after the celebra-
tions.

In addition to Smith,
Roberts and Williamson, the
working group coordinating
the anniversary event
includes Donna Keffer and
June Yates.

The 190th anniversary
service takes place at
Aurora United Church
Sunday, Sept, 28 at 10.30
a.m. For more information
visit www.auroraunited-
church.ca or call 905-727-
1935.
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Fall  back in shape

CALL NOW   905.713.5673

1 Henderson Drive, Aurora
or visit us at a clinic near      :

STOP IN FOR A FREE  
HEALTHY WEIGHT 

ANALYSIS  &  RECEIVE  A

No obligation. Must be at least 18 years of age. 

Limited time offer. First visit only.free DETOX & CLEANSE
 professional quality

Doctor Formulated

Lifestyle Based

Guaranteed Weight Loss

Individuals and Families Welcome

No Gimmicks

Implement the 3 Simple Secrets to 

Weight Loss and Healthy Living

Henderson Dr

Wellington St. W

Allaura Blvd.
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(Dominion and Swiss Chalet)

Aurora Village Plaza

www.uweightloss.com
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