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WE HAVE A HISTORY OF PROTECTING YOUR FUTURE

Personal & 
Business Insurance

905-727-4605
www.hsfinancial.ca

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR

BARRONS
14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Ctr.

905-841-5454
www.barronsathome.com

MATCHING END TABLE

SAVE $80 ON 3- PC. SET - 
Only $498
ALL CANADIAN PINE

22 X 23 X 25 H $159

WILKESBORO
COFFEE TABLE

$259
49 x 28 x 18/2 H

Looking at Aurora’s first six months of 2005
By DICK ILLINGWORTH

If the year 2005 was a Year of
Frustration for Aurorans and
Canadians, Year 2006 has to be a
Year of Hope, as it couldn't get
much worse.

The second 12 months of the
three-year term for Aurora Council
was similar to the first, only worse,
with continued poor interpersonal
relationships, back-biting, nit-pick-
ing, and personal attacks.

At the regional level, decisions
continue to be made by the region-
al chairman and staff with regional
council usually rubber stamping

what comes before them, as they
only meet as a council once a
month.

Premier Dalton McGuinty fin-
ished the year in a little stronger
position than he started and that
may be because he didn't have
many more election promises to
break.

His imposed health premium still
haunts him and will continue to do
so until the 2007 election.

Like Aurora Council, the minority
federal government was a sham-
bles as parties fought for power and
Prime Minister Paul Martin tried
desperately to hang on, until the

plug was pulled and an election
called for January.

The year started off on Aurora
Council with a debate over provid-
ing relief for the devastated areas of
Southern Asia caused by the earth-
quake and tsunami disaster.

Council rejected a $1,000 dona-
tion to the Red Cross on a 5-4 vote
on the basis that donations should
be of a personal nature and were
not within the mandate of municipal
government.

The donation of $500,000 by
York Regional Council was chal-
lenged by a 7-2 vote on Aurora
Council as it had been approved

without a vote of regional council in
public session.

The motion included a request
to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs
for an investigation into the legality
of the expenditure.

Whether the request was sent or
an answer obtained was never
made known in public session and
no follow-up action was taken.

For a long time officials of St.
Andrews College have complained
about traffic conditions on Yonge
Street at the entry gate to the
College for vehicles trying to make
a left turn in and out of the College
and for students trying to cross

Yonge Street to the bus stop on the
east side.

A request was submitted to the
region for traffic controls, which
regional staff claimed were not war-
ranted.

In spite of claims they were set-
ting a dangerous precedent, region-
al council agreed to the controls on
condition the College pay for them.
This must have happened as the
traffic lights were later installed.

Aurora Council adopted an inter-
im tax levy for 2005 based on 50
per cent of the previous year's taxes
with payments to be made in two

Please see page 14

Writers to launch book
A group of people from the Aurora

Writers Group has produced a book
that will officially launch Saturday,
January 21st.

Aurora Storyalis is a collection of
poetry, prose, memoirs and com-
mentary by members of the group.

The 64-page compilation is the
result of many months work and will
be available at selected outlets in
Aurora for $8.

Proceeds of the book’s sale will
go to writing development activities.

The official launch will take place

at the Aurora Public Library from 1 to
4 p.m.

Featured during the event will be
author readings and live jazz.

The book, of course, will be avail-
able for sale and purchasers may get
authors to autograph it.

Currently, arrangements have
been made for the book to be sold at
Turners and Pages Books in St.
Andrew’s Shopping Centre, and R &
R Revisited, 75 Mary Street.

The Aurora Writers Group meets
monthly at the Aurora Town Hall.

Church moving
By CHRISTINE WOODLEY

After 53 years on Yonge Street,
Our Lady of Grace Parish in Aurora
has announced plans to build a
new church on a site donated by
Magna International's Frank
Stronach.

The seven-acre property is part
of 100 acres Mr. Stronach owns on
the east side of Bayview, south of
Wellington.

The current location, Yonge,
between Catherine and Maple, will
be sold, with proceeds going
towards the new building.

The plans came about when the
parish completed a feasibility study
on their current Yonge Street loca-
tion, hoping to add 160 seats.

They soon discovered however,
that along with the $3 million cost
of the renovation, parking woes
would only be worsened by the
plan.

They began to search for a new
property without luck.

Soon after, new parishioners
Rocco and Jennifer Marcello
offered to approach Mr. Stronach,

who is their neighbour.
Father Don McLean then wrote

to the auto parts magnate asking if
he would consider selling a piece of
property to the parish.

In response, Mr. Stronach called
a meeting with Mr. Marcello, Father
McLean and Magna's Dennis Mills.

He pulled out a map and
showed them the proposed site,
part of a 100-acre lot that Mr.
Stronach has earmarked for a con-
servation area.

He then drove the men to the
site and told them of his plans to
donate the seven acres.

He also committed $500,000
towards the project, an amount that
was matched by Mr. Marcello.

The current church property has
been appraised at $2.5 million.

Cost of the project, including an
1,100 seat church, parish hall, rec-
tory and expanded parking, has
been estimated at $5 million.

A fund raising and awareness
campaign is underway to "arouse
Aurora", increase church atten-
dance and raise money for the new
church.

Hordes of people showed up NewYear’s Eve as the Town of Aurora held its annual First Night
celebrations at the Leisure Complex. Amid the plethora of activities available for 
attendees was magician Danny Hamill who kept an audience of children spellbound with his
tricks. Among other activities, swimming and skating were free, as was the hot 
chocolate. Auroran photo by David Falconer
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COMING EVENTS IN AURORA
CONTINUING

Winter parking restrictions are now in effect
until next April 15th from 2 to 6 a.m. for snowplow-
ing activities.

* * * *
"Martha's Table" offers comfort food and a

sense of community at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
Church, corner of Mosley and Victoria Streets.
Available are hot soup, sandwiches, and dessert in
the hall. Church-sponsored initiative runs every
Thursday.

* * * *
Aurora Agricultural Society (organizer of the

Aurora Fair & Horse Show) meets on the second
Tuesday of every second month, at 7 p.m., at the
Aurora Community Centre. New members wel-
come. Next meeting is Tuesday, Jan. 10. For more
information, call 905-713-6773 or info@auro-
rafair.ca, or see our website at www.aurorafair.ca.

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday

evening at 6.30 p.m. at Gabriel’s on Yonge Street.
New members welcome. For further information,
call 905-841-1352.

* * * *
On the first Wednesday of every month from 9

a.m. to noon, a satellite constituency office for
Vaughan/King/Aurora MPP Greg Sorbara will be
open in the councillors’ lounge at the Town Hall.
Call 1-877-880-6770 for information.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge #148

meets the first and third Tuesday of each month at
8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street (south of Wellington).
For more information, call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masons' Rising Sun Lodge meets the first

Thursday of each month at The Rising Sun Temple,
57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30 p.m. For further
information contact Bob Butler at h.butler@sympa-
tico.ca or 905-713-3314.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third

Saturday each month at 57 Mosley Street at 10.30
a.m. Coffee club at 9 a.m., lunch at noon. Call 905-
727-3032 or 905-727-1080.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous, every Tuesday night,

Trinity Anglican Church, Victoria Street, 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night.
Aurora Legion. 7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women wel-

comes new members throughout the year for
monthly meetings with a variety of speakers.
Contact Beverley at 905-727-2151.

* * * *
Dancing at the Legion, 8 p.m. every Friday

night.
* * * *

Bid Euchre at the Legion 1 p.m. every third
Sunday.

* * * * 
Queen’s York Rangers Army Cadet Corps,

boys and girls, ages 12 to 18. Camping, canoeing,
target shooting. Aurora squadron meets every
Friday evening. For more information, call 905-726-
8600.

* * * *
Towns of York Toastmasters Club meets every

second and fourth Wednesday of the month from 7
p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Park Place Manor, 15055
Yonge St. in Aurora. For more information see the
club web site at www.townsofyork.org or phone
Elena Silaev at 905-726-9750.

JANUARY 3
Registration opens for candidates for the

November municipal election. Candidates must
complete the prescribed form and submit cash or
certified cheque payable to the town for $200 for
the office of Mayor and $100 for candidates filing
for other offices. Candidates must not spend or
raise any funds for their election campaign until
registration has been filed. Last day for registration
is September 29.

JANUARY 4
Aurora Library in partnership with Aurora Cable

Internet presents "Child Safety" a free computer
workshop in the Magna Room from 7 to 8.30 p.m.
Register on-line, at the adult information desk or
phone 905-727-9493, Option 4.

JANUARY 10
Aurora Chamber of Commerce “Business After

Five” at Dundee Securities Corp., 53 Wellington
Street East. 5.30 to 7.30 p.m. Free.

* * * *
The slide-illustrated lecture series, Great

Galleries of Europe, starts at the Aurora Library
and continues every Tuesday in January from 6 to
7:30. For more information contact Lee McTavish
at 416-978-7757 or lee.mctavish@utoronto.ca.

JANUARY 11
All-candidates meeting for the upcoming feder-

al election. Aurora Town Hall council chambers, 1
Municipal Drive, 7.30 p.m.

JANUARY 18 
Aurora Chamber of Commerce Luncheon

meeting at the Howard Johnson Hotel with
Showcase at 11.45 a.m. and lunch at 12.30 p.m.
Guest speaker is Greg Skinner, Manager
Corporate Affairs for TPL Group, operators of Tim
Horton's.Pre-register by calling the Chamber office
at 905-727-7262.

JANUARY 19
The Wellington Gallery will hold Class Act II, a

juried exhibition of student works until February 28.
One hundred pieces will be accepted for consider-
ation and there will be feedback from one of the
three jurors. Prizes of $1,000, $500 and $250 will
be provided plus a $500 donation to the art depart-
ment of the first place winner's school. Entry fee is
$90. For more information call 905-751-0066.

JANUARY 20
Blood donor clinic, Town of Aurora Municipal

Building lobby, 1 Municipal Drive. 11.30 a.m. to
2.30 p.m.

JANUARY 26
Aurora Chamber of Commerce Networking

Breakfast at the Aurora Sports Dome, 115
Industrial Parkway North, behind the Aurora
Legion. 7.30 a.m. Free.

* * * *
Blood donor clinic, Aurora Legion, 105

Industrial Parkway North. 2.30 to 8 p.m.
JANUARY 27

Family Literacy Day at the Aurora Public
Library, in partnership with The York-Simcoe
Literacy Council. Stories and activities for children
three to five years of age with parents or caregivers
in the Lebovic Room from 2 to 2.30 p.m. Pre-regis-
ter at the children’s information centre or phone
905-727-9493, option 5.

JANUARY 31
Aurora Public Library presents Scrapbooking

for Beginners with Tracey Borg. Registration limited
to 10 adults. 6.30 to 9 p.m. in the Magna Room.
Register at the adult information desk or phone
905-727-9493, option 4.

FEBRUARY 1 
Save money, stay warm and reduce green-

house gases. Learn how at Down Draft, a seminar
on home energy conservation. Presented by the
Windfall Ecology Centre and the Town of Aurora's
envionmental advisory committee as part of its Get
Eco-Fit series. 7 p.m. at the Aurora Public Library.
For information, call 905-841-6264.

FEBRUARY 8
Aurora Public Library presents Backyard

Astronomy for Beginners with Bryan Sansom. 7 to
9 p.m. in the Magna Room. Ages 12 and older.
Registration limited. Pre-register at the adult infor-
mation desk or call 905-727-9493, option 4.

MARCH 1
Aurora Chamber of Commerce presents its

New Member Trade Show from 6 to 8 p.m. at the
Tuscany Banquet Centre on Edward Street.

Caring for children 
can be very rewarding 

with Wee Watch.
As a professional Provider with Wee Watch, 

you can focus on what you enjoy the most - 

quality time with the children - because we 

take care of the rest. Enjoy this rewarding 

career from your home and you will

receive competitive pay rates including 

pay for children's sick days, 

statutory holidays and overtime.

905.727. 6536     www.weewatch.com

A REGULAR PAY CHEQUE

BACK UP FOR YOUR DAYS OFF

WORKSHOPS FOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

EQUIPMENT, RESOURCES AND CRAFT SUPPLIES

Architectural Trim Moulding & Doors
Decorative Columns & Solid Wood Doors 
Tongue & Groove Paneling & Flooring 
Handrails & Pickets
Veneered Plywood & Melamine 
Kiln-Dried Pine, Oak, Maple, Cherry, Cedar 

www.royalwoodshop.com

Several town locations
available for viewing
as Aurora opens doors

A committee is currently
working to bring a “Doors
Open” event to Aurora this
summer.

Following the success a
few years ago of a similar
program in Toronto, several
municipalities have staged
their own event, and now
Aurora wants to follow suit.

When complete visitors
will be able to tour 12 sites in
Aurora during the day-long
event.

Already lined up are the
Farmers’ Market, Hillary
House, Royal Woodworking,
St. Andrew’s College, GO
Transit’s Aurora railway sta-
tion, Baldwin’s and several
downtown walking tours.

Special Events Co-ordina-
tor Shelley Ware is also work-
ing on establishing several
other locations for tours,
including the Masonic Lodge,
Aurora Cemetery, Wells
Street Public School,
Oakland Hall Inn, the new
seniors’ centre, the old fire
hall and the recently desig-
nated Wilton Barn.

Once the 12 sites are con-
firmed, Ms Ware will focus on
volunteer recruitment from
the Air Cadets and the Girl
Guides of Canada.

The event is planned for
Saturday, Aug. 12.

Last October Aurora

Council endorsed a recom-
mendation of the Heritage
Advisory Committee that the
information regarding “Doors
Open Aurora” be received
and that staff be authorized
to submit the registration fee
of $1,500 to the Ontario
Heritage Foundation in order
for the town to participate.
Named to an approved sub-
committee were Councillors
Ron Wallace and Nigel Kean
together from representa-
tives of the Aurora Historical
Society and other volunteers
from the community.

In November a draft sum-
mary of the proposed activi-
ties for Doors Open Aurora
was presented to the
Heritage Advisory
Committee.

Members discussed the
merits of the proposed sites
and suggested that the
Church Street School not be
included in the 2006 plan due
to construction and renova-
tions currently underway.

The Doors Open event
originated in Glasgow,
Scotland, in 1990 and spread
rapidly under The Scottish
Civic Trust. It evolved into
European Heritage Days in
1991 by the Council of
Europe.

By 1998, 19 million people
had visited some 28,000

sites in 44 countries through-
out Europe, making it the
world's biggest festival of the
built environment.

The concept of the event
was simple. Buildings of
architectural and historic sig-
nificance, most of which were
not normally open to the pub-
lic, opened their doors for a
day or a weekend.

Many provided guided
tours, special exhibits, dis-
plays and performances,
while others just let the visitor
enjoy wandering about.

Recognizing the potential
for increasing that awareness
across Canada, the Heritage
Foundation of Canada
launched Doors Open
Canada and Toronto was the
first to plan such an event in
2000.

By 2002 the event had
exploded with more than 100
buildings and 130,000 visi-
tors participating.

In 2001 the Ontario
Heritage Foundation began
organizing a Doors Open
Ontario program aimed at
widening the celebration of
architecture and community.

Aurora now joins other
world communities in open-
ing the doors to architectural
and significant buildings in
the community, not normally
seen by the public.
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BRYAN BLACK
Sales Representative

Bus: 905-727-1941
Direct: 905-726-8091 

15004 Yonge St.
Aurora, ON L4G 1M6

“Picture your house sold”

Warm up with our Winter Sizzlers
by entering our comfort zone

Try one of our heartwarming
soups with

Meatloaf OR

Salisbury Steak OR

Cabbage Roll OR

Hungarian Goulash OR

Chicken Paprikash OR

Leek, Shrimp and Cheese Pie
$18.50 plus taxes

BRIDAL SHOW

For Information Call:
 Toll Free: (877) 803-2121   

Featuring: “Fashions, Tips
& Treats Seminars

@ approx. Noon
& 2 pm

Show Hours - 10 am to 4 pm
ADMISSION:  $5.00

Saturday,
January 7, 2006

Cardinal Golf Club
Newmarket - (2740 Hwy. 9)

York Region

 (While 
Supplies Last)

Complimentary

“The Perfect
Wedding Guide”&

“Tips & Techniques for
Planning a Great Wedding”

Win
Monte Carlo Style

 Courtesy of:

Pre-Wedding Gala

(No Cash
Value)

.... a fabulous

Approximate  Value -
 $1100.

Wedding Essentials
The wedding magazine for savvy Ontario brides

www.weddingessentials.ca

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

P o p u l a r  A u r o r a  
residents for 35 years
Jean and Les Shiner
celebrated their 60th
wedding anniversary
last week at Aurora’s
new seniors’ centre
building. Currently
they live in Newmarket.
Documents acknowl-
edging the event were
presented to the cou-
ple by Aurora Mayor
Tim Jones.

Auroran photo by
David Falconer

60 th

If you fit into one of these 
categories and have not been 

contacted by us, 
Please call

905-853-4645

New to the community?
Expecting a baby

at your house?
Newly Engaged?
New Business/
Professional?

A Civic minded
Business interested 

in sponsoring 
Welcome Wagon?

Resident’s bombshell
nearly derails budget

Aurora’s 2006 Capital
and Operational Budgets
were scheduled to be
adopted at a special council
meeting held December 20,
but it almost didn't happen.

Aurora resident Rebecca
Beaton, a regular watchdog
of council, attended the
meeting and dropped a
bombshell into the capital
budget process, which
stumped council, until pro-
cedural maneuvering broke
the deadlock.

She pointed out that she
had appeared before coun-
cil on three occasions dur-
ing the past two months to
seek information regarding
the proceeds from the sale
of Aurora Hydro and the
status of the reserve
accounts, which were sup-
posed to be made public
prior to the adoption of the
capital budget.

She quoted from a reso-
lution adopted in June
which stated reserve funds
would remain intact until
staff had presented a report
to council, supposedly in
September, and asked
where the report was.

She also wanted to know
how council could approve
more than $5.1 million in
capital projects without the
report.

She was supported by
Councillor Nigel Kean who
suggested the capital budg-
et be delayed until council
received the report, while
other members said it was
necessary to adopt the
budget.

Aurora resident Stephen
Granger presented a
detailed analysis of the pro-
posed budget.

He referred to the
reserve accounts and noted
none of the figures seemed
to balance.

He questioned why
council needed a tax
increase of 7.9 per cent
when there was more than
$34 million sitting in saving
accounts, plus $13.8 mil-
lion, which is more than
double what had been stat-
ed as reserves in the past.

He also suggested a
number of items that could
be deferred such as the
$650,000 astro turf sports
field and the $300,000
baseball facility.

A letter was also
received from Tak Kwan
complaining about the high
taxes in Aurora compared
with surrounding municipal-
ities and asked that council
cut back on the budget and
look for efficiencies before
residents started to move
out of town due to high
taxes.

Prior to the two delega-
tions, Treasurer John
Gutteridge provided an
update on the 2006 budget
of which the municipal por-
tion at $21.6 million, is up
12 per cent over 2005.

With growth factored in,
the budget will increase in
the municipal portion by 7.9
per cent, the same increase
as last year. The total oper-
ating budget was shown as
$40.2 million.

When the regional budg-
et increase of 2.9 per cent
and zero increase for the
school boards is included,
the increase in municipal
property taxes is 3.62 per
cent after growth or $85 on
a property assessed at
$296,000.

He pointed out that the
original outlook for 2006
was for a net tax require-
ment of $23.8 million or
$178 on the average
assessed home.

The outlook for 2007 is a
requirement of $24.2 million
or $102 on the average
home and in 2008 a require-
ment of $26.1 million, an
increase of $52.

Inflation accounts for 28
per cent of the 2006
increase, 31 per cent
mandatory, 27 per cent
annualization for staff hired
in 2005, eight per cent for
growth, five per cent non-
recurring expenses and one
per cent for new programs.

Councillor Ron Wallace
sought clarification of how
an increase of 7.9 per cent
for municipal purposes
could translate into a tax
increase of 3.62 per cent.

The treasurer replied it
was a blended increase as
the total tax bill included
both levies from the region
at $28.1 million and school
boards at $23.8 million.

In response to the pres-
entation made by Granger
regarding what appeared to
be differences in the
reserve accounts, the treas-
urer explained there are
reserve funds which are leg-
islated such as
Development Charges and
reserves which council has
designated for specific pur-
poses and when put togeth-
er make up the total as
shown in the previous
report.

Councillor Damir Vrancic
referred to a previous report
in which it was pointed out
that some of the reserves
were in a negative position
and questioned the current
status to which the treasurer
replied that certain capital
projects had been deleted
to prevent reserves from
being underfunded.

The treasurer advised
against using reserves to
lower tax levies claiming it
only created more problems
in future years.

The total of capital proj-
ects included in the 2006
budget is $10.4 million, but
when it came time to dis-
cuss it, questions were
asked about the June
motion brought to council's
attention by Ms Beaton,

which had not been fulfilled.
The majority of council

wanted to proceed with the
passage of the capital budg-
et and suggested as a com-
promise that although the
budget was passed, none of
the reserve funds would be
spent until the promised
report was received.

However others were
uncomfortable approving
the budget without the
report on reserves which
had been adopted by coun-
cil the previous June.

When the vote on the
capital budget was called it
was adopted on a 5-4 vote
with Councillors Wendy
Gaertner, Nigel Kean,
Phyllis Morris and Damir
Vrancic in opposition.

Two items were dis-
cussed on the 2006 operat-
ing budget, bylaw enforce-
ment and the use of
$920,000 from the interest
earned on the Hydro Sales
Investment Fund.

When Aurora Hydro was
de-regulated the town pro-
vided the utility with a prom-
issory note for approximate-
ly $13 million for which the
town received $920,000 in
annual interest payments.

With the sale of Aurora
Hydro the interest payment
was lost and without
replacement taxes would
increase by an additional
4.5 per cent resulting in the
proposal to use interest
from the Hydro Investment
Fund.

Council held several spe-
cial general committee
meetings to which the public
was invited to discuss the
budget in detail. For the first
time, the budget consisted
of three parts, a business
plan for each department, a
capital budget and an oper-
ating budget.

The process started last
May when council adopted
a recommendation of the
Finance Advisory
Committee that the CAO
and Treasurer draft a report
providing a new methodolo-
gy and philosophy in
preparing the 2006 budget.

It was also proposed that
a two-stage process be
developed with the first
stage focusing on the base
budget including inflationary
and annualization pres-
sures with the second stage
dealing with growth and
enhancement proposals.

By approving the budget
before the end of 2005,
departments had a full 12
months to implement their
programs and be in a posi-
tion to call tenders earlier for
better results.
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Continuing with our series of students from the early days of Aurora Public School (Church Street
School) we offer you the Grade 3 class from 1947. Isobel Hayes was the teacher of the class that occu-
pied the southeast corner of the first floor of the building. There were 30 students, including, front row,
left to right, Glen Judd, Trevor Yake, Raymond White, Douglas Rose, Robert Higgins, Tommy Duff and
Frank Pattenden. In the second row, left to right, are Margaret Dennis, Rosalie Hadfield, Beverly Bird,
Penny Grieves, Wanda Ellis, Gail Bunt, Nancy Stocks and Rosalie Rose. Third row, left to right, are
Douglas McInnis, Fred Bolsby, Jill Morning, Jane Kincaid, Alice Wells, Dennis Mills and John Offord. In
the back row, left to right, are Fred Barwick, Larry Spence, Ross Patrick, Robert Atkinson, Bill Wray,
Jimmy Cosgrove, Ronald Holloway and Bruce McRae. The photograph was supplied by Wanda (Ellis)
Eveliegh of Cookstown.

2006: will it be 
year of hope?

Laughter is better than tears,
As the events of 2005 pass by;

Year 2006 has to be better,
Or we'll all sit down and cry!

- Poor Richard's Scrapbook  

What will the year 2006 hold in store for Aurorans
and Canadians?

Now that the New Year is nicely underway, let's take
a look at the past year and polish up the crystal ball for
a look at the future, as Poor Richard sees it.

It was a year of dithering in Ottawa as Prime Minister
Paul Martin announced great plans for sweeping
Ottawa clean, clearing up the democratic deficit, fixing
medicare and developing a new vision for Canada, but
not following through on any of them.

Locally, the big event of the federal scene was
Newmarket/Aurora Conservative MP Belinda Stronach
crossing the floor to join the Liberals and help pass the
budget and being rewarded with a Cabinet post.

Leader Stephen Harper went from crisis to crisis
while his party was falling apart around him, wearing
his rose-coloured glasses and eating hamburgers, as
he dreamed of living at 22 Sussex Street.

In Ontario, Premier Dalton McGuinty stopped break-
ing as many election promises, possibly because there
weren't that many left unbroken.

He took a strong stand against the federal govern-
ment over unbalanced transfer payments and ended the
year in a stronger position than he started.

Locally, regional council continues to rubber-stamp
staff and committee recommendations as they sit in the
fancy council chambers once a month while drawing
their $40,963 annual salary.

Aurora Council was so dysfunctional that at times
members have difficulty agreeing to the adoption of the
agenda or the minutes as they broke almost every rule
of parliamentary procedure and their procedural bylaw.

The year 2006 has to be better as it couldn't get
much worse.

There will be a federal and a municipal election dur-
ing the year, with the province not going to the polls
until 2007.

Poor electors will have a difficult time trying to
decide who to vote for at the federal level, as trust in
politicians and political parties has reached a new low
and many will decline to vote.

With the poor leadership of Stephen Harper in oppo-
sition and Paul Martin having time to bring forward a
new budget with lots of election goodies, Canada is in
for another minority government, most likely Liberal.

The one bright spot about the election is that it will
bring about a leadership race in both the Conservative
and Liberal parties, which hopefully will bring in new
blood and new ideas.

Locally, although it could be a tough race, look for
the re-election of Belinda Stronach as a Liberal MP, due
to her hard work in Ottawa and in the constituency and
her sincerity, which is rare for a politician.

It could be a three-way election race for Mayor of
Aurora and the outcome is always difficult to predict.

Councillor Nigel Kean has already declared that he
will be a candidate and it is believed Councillor Phyllis
Morris will throw her hat into the ring and no doubt
incumbent Tim Jones will seek another term, although
neither has made a commitment to run.

While there is a mounting anti-Jones mood among
the electors, it will likely be split between Kean and
Morris allowing Jones to sneak up through the centre to
win.

Due to general dissatisfaction with the current mem-
bers of council, there will be a lot of newcomers bidding
for seats and if they're smart, they'll starting attending
council and committee meetings to become familiar
with the issues.

Councillor Ron Wallace will not likely seek re-elec-
tion and with Kean and Morris running for Mayor there
will be at least three vacancies.

Councillor Evelyn Buck and John West may have dif-
ficulty getting elected if they decide to run as they just
barely made it last time and Councillor Bill Hogg
shouldn't run unless he can promise better attendance.

That leaves Councillors Wendy Gaertner and Damir
Vrancic, so there will be lots of seats available.

If 2005 was a Year of Despair, 2006 has to be a Year
of Hope.

To the editor,

The dramatic gun
shootings of several
innocent bystanders in
downtown Toronto Dec.
27, tell us that something
is wrong in our society.

There have also been
other cases of shootings
in both the west and east
suburban par ts of
Toronto in the past year.

Is this gun violence a
sign of the times in
Toronto now?  

In fact, 52 out of the
78 murders in Toronto, in
2005, have been con-
ducted by gunfire.

It seems that it is now
dangerous to even walk
in public places in town
now. Toronto can no
longer be called the
"good".

What is the root cause
of this violence?

People quickly say

that a dispropor tional
numbers of the murder
victims have been Afro-
Canadians, shot by Afro-
Canadians.

It may be due to cul-
tural and gang warfare.

The police point out
that the DVD "Repping
Doomstown" by the
"Squad", which is a
group of black youths
from the Jamestown
Cripps Crew, baited and
dared another group of
black youths, the Ardwick
Bloods, to fire back at
them with guns on the
streets.

The images of vio-
lence by guns in our
media may spark this
type of violence.

From video games, TV
shows, rock videos to the
feature movies in the the-
atres, many glorify gun
violence in our society.
Guns are now part of our

culture.
No polit ical ban on

hand guns will stop this
violence.

Even though it may
sound good to say "ban
hand guns" and to advo-
cate harsher jail sen-
tences for gun related
types of crime, it may be
more important to look at
the cultural reasons for
this violence.

The poor socio-eco-
nomic opportunities for
the black youth in our city
are a reality.

Black youths have sig-
nificantly higher drop-out
rates from high school
than white high school
students.

Racism exists in our
society and we need to
deal with this social
problem now.

Jim Jackson
Aurora

To the editor,

After appealing to the public
recently to help in the return of my
young son's lost wallet, we were
pleasantly surprised by the kindness
of a “Good Samaritan” who left a very
generous monetary gift at The
Auroran newspaper office for my son,
to replace what was lost in his wallet
and then some.

I would just like to say that the
expression on my son's face and the
joy he felt, that a stranger could care

so much, was worth more than any
amount of money.

I am proud to live in a community
that has such a kind-hearted person
as Mr. Shant Ghazarian, and if you are
reading this, Mr. Ghazarian, I would
like you to know that your gesture has
made this Christmas very special for
my son, and for me as well, and we
thank you very much for being the
exceptionally kind person that you are.

K. White
Aurora

“Good Samaritan”
replaces lost cash

Toronto shooting shows
racism exists in society
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Looking back, 2005 has been a memorable year.
In January, exhausted from renovating, I went to Florida

to spend some quality time with my mother and my sister.
It was hard. Three women, sun, surf, and fine Napa Valley
wine…

I did my best and it was…gone.
In the meantime, Ron wrote Cathy's Corner and told

you all about Fred - one of many inspiring volunteers at
Southlake Regional Health Centre.

Some people just want to make the world a better
place…I say we let them!

In February, we went to Cuba - all inclusive. Yup, we
took the in-laws.

It was tense - we almost left them in Castroland.
Turns out that the (critical) piece of paper they give you

upon arrival is your ticket out, and trust me, at the end of
the week, you want out!  

My mother-in-law lost hers, so I suggested that she do
something to get herself deported.

Hey, I was just trying to be helpful!  
But miracles do happen: she's still speaking to me.
In March, Nadia turned 19, beginning the pattern of

milestone birthdays that 2005 would bring to almost every
member of our family.

We weren't overly alarmed when Nadia came home
from the bar tour looking a little green around the gills.
since she is a St. Patrick's Day baby,

April brought my 45th birthday, and Damir asked me:
"What do you want for your birthday?"

I was ready.
"I want 45 friends," I said, "and I want to party, party,

party!"
"You have 45 friends?" he asked, looking impressed.
Hey, if I had 45 friends, would I be asking for 45 friends

for my birthday?
Sometimes I wonder about that man … 
In May, I got my 45 "friends": a pair of ducks, an assort-

ment of chipmunks, squirrels, and raccoons, three dozen
rabbits, and a skunk who hates my dog.

I always loved animals, but ever since they cleaned me
out of tulips and vegetables, I've been sympathizing with
Wiley Coyote!

In June, Tim graduated from high school but we con-
vinced him to stay in Aurora for one more year. Partly
because the idea of three tuition bills gave us the willy-nil-
lies, but mostly because the "completely empty nest" thing
gave us the heebie-jeebies.

In July, Damir and I celebrated 23 years of blissful incar-
ceration in the institution of marriage.

I wrote a warm and fuzzy column that got me feeling
nostalgic and romantic and then…everything changed.

My computer crashed, I got a really bad haircut, and
Jake met the skunk. It was a bad month.

In August, Nadia went to Southlake to get her tonsils
out.

Fred was there. God bless Fred - and all the other vol-
unteers who give so much of themselves to help others.

Nadia found out that "sore throat for about a week" is
the medical terminology for "excruciating, debilitating,
intolerable pain for about seven days…and then it gets
worse".

In early September, Jennifer celebrated her 21st birth-
day, just before she and Nadia left Aurora to go back to
school, giving the house that hollow feeling. I hate that hol-
low feeling…

It was worse this year.
By September the world had lost two beautiful people:

my publisher, Rosemary Schumaker, and my cousin Sana.
The emptiness will never go away, but the memory of

loved ones lost in 2005 will last another lifetime in the
hearts of those who continue to cherish their lives.

In October, Damir turned 50 and I asked him what he
wanted for his birthday.

"Peace on Earth," he said, "but I'll settle for peace in
Council Chambers!"

As you can see, he didn't get it.
November brought Tim's 18th birthday, which rendered

this house officially childless.
I published "No More Children", and all that week, peo-

ple asked: "So, where did Tim go?" It gave me the heebie-
jeebies.

He's still here - merely converted from boy to young
man, which means that Aurora can still look forward to
more of my motherly blubbering when Tim flies the coop
next fall.

In December I became afflicted with coal-in-my-stock-
ing-phobia.

The cause was most definitely "Oh Roarora", but when
Dick Illingworth gave me a bouquet, I was instantly cured!
Dick is my hero!

After that, I got into the Christmas spirit and decked the
banisters with boughs of prickly holly, only to awaken to a
very harsh reality: Where will we hang our coats now?

As the year comes to an end, I realize that 2005 has
been a year of milestones, endings and beginnings - the
kind of year whose tears and laughter will touch many
years to come.

Happy New Year, Aurora - may 2006 be rewarding, ful-
filling and memorable!

Cathy Vrancic welcomes e-mail at:
laughingmatters@aci.on.ca

2005: a memorable year

Cathy’s
Corner

As Mayor of the Town I chair the Town of Aurora budget delib-
erations, and as Aurora's Regional representative, I am the
Chairperson of the Region's Finance and Administration
Committee which oversees the Regional budget.

Both the Town and the Region have been successful in com-
pleting their 2006 budgets before year end.

For Aurora residents, the tax dollar is derived from three main
sources, the Town, the Region and the Board of Education.

Although we have not yet received official word, it is antici-
pated that the Board of Education requirement to Aurora will
remain the same and thus there will be no budget increase in
that area.

On Thursday, December 14th, the Region passed its 2006
budget with a 2.9 per cent increase and, on Tuesday, December
20th, Aurora Council passed the Town budget at a 7.9 per cent
increase.

When you fold this all together, it means a 3.27 per cent
increase to the residents of the Town, bottom line.

Incorporated in this increase at all levels is the cost of living
increase which takes into account such items as salary increas-
es for staff and increases in the resources we need to heat our
buildings and run our vehicles.

In addition, also included in this 3.27 per cent increase, we
are realizing some significant benefits.

At the Regional level, we will receive a full year’s worth of
Viva Transit service, the new rapid transit service up and down
Yonge Street and, yes, I see riders in these buses using this
service.

The major components of the $1.6 billion 2006 Regional
budget includes the following:

• $214 million for York Region Transit and Viva Rapid Transit.
• $43 million for public health (including for program enhance-

ments and 21 new staff).
• $32 million for solid waste management.
• $35 million for Emergency Medical Services (including for

the operation of an additional ambulance, six paramedics and a
supervisor).

• $189 million for York Regional Police (including the addition
of 67 officers and 35 civilian members).

• $220 million for roads.
• $425 million for water and wastewater.
• $65 million for Family and Children's Services.
With consideration to the Town budget, Council has held

three open budget review meetings and is facing numerous
challenges regarding new services to the Town.

We have had to take into account the new staffing, heating
and operating expenses for two new ice pads, one new pool, 
a new fire hall, a new seniors’centre, an increase for road recon-
struction to maintain our transportation infrastructure, costs
associated with running an election and other internal new
staffing requirements in our finance and legal departments.

The overall Region budget for 2006 is in the area of $1.6 bil-
lion and the overall Aurora budget is $21,610,571.

I would like to recognize the hard work of our staff, in partic-
ular our management team including our new treasurer who has
only been in the job for three months as well as our Chief
Administrative Officer for whom this is his first Aurora budget.

Considering we have advanced our budget timetable from
March, 2006, to December, 2005, in order to take advantage of
earlier tendering opportunities, as well as coping with a new
financial system and new budget preparation expectations
which include developing business plans and key performance
indicators, I think we will be much better served in the years to
come.

For easier understanding, this year our budget influences
were categorized into costs that are considered inflationary, as
well as those costs that are annualized from the current year
and mandatory as per Provincial legislation, and costs that are
caused by growth and those services that are enhanced.

For all the Town of Aurora budget information, check the inter-
net at http://www.town.aurora.on.ca/
notice/A-Treasury/BudgetInformation2006.htm

* * * * 

If you see something in this column that you wish to
respond to, I welcome your comments, either through the
paper, to the Town Hall by mail - Box 1000, Aurora, Ontario,

L4G 6J1 or e-mail at tjones@e-aurora.ca

Mayor’s Report
By Tim Jones Budget update - 2006 

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston
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By DICK ILLINGWORTH
BOUQUETS to members of Aurora Council for setting a

new record, as for the first time in a long time the
minutes of a general committee meeting were
adopted without a single item being lifted for further

discussion before the TV cameras. Maybe they're learning?

But BRICKBATS to the same members for failure to acti-
vate desk microphones when a recorded vote is
called as the audience in the council chambers

and the TV audience are left wondering how the members
voted. Just push the button!

BOUQUETS to the York Region Food Network for making
the public more aware of hunger in the region's
neighbourhoods. During the past year the eight
food banks in the region fed more than 44,000 peo-

ple including 19,000 children. That's approximately the pop-
ulation of Aurora.

BRICKBATS to Town officials for allowing newspaper
boxes and trailer signs to be placed in such a
position that they block the view of oncoming

traffic. It is almost impossible to see southbound traffic in the
curb lane exiting Ransom Street at Yonge due to paper vend-
ing boxes.

More BRICKBATS for the lack of visibility for motorists
trying to exit the little plaza on the east side of
Yonge Street just north of Mark Street due to a

large mobile sign which blocked the visibility of northbound
cars on Yonge Street. Action is needed by the town's bylaw
enforcement officers!

Belated BOUQUETS to the 38 cadets of the Queen's
York Rangers Army Cadet Corps on being promot-
ed to the next higher rank at a special parade held
recently. Bonita Boston was promoted from Master

Warrant Officer to Chief Warrant Officer.

BRICKBATS to a Corrections Canada program that qui-
etly pays convicted murderers to supervise other
prisoners on community outings or transfers to

half way houses. According to the government department,
lifers are paid a salary of $41,000 a year, much higher than
many law-abiding taxpayers earn. It just doesn't make any
sense!

BOUQUETS to Nick Raconelli on his appointment to the
Committee of Ajustment and to Ms Nadine
Raymond on being appointed to the Accessibility
Advisory Committee.

BRICKBATS to the members of the selection committee
for including Todd Bertuzzi on Team Canada to
represent Canada in the Olympics after his

unprovoked attack on Steve Moore in 2004. He should be
banned from hockey for life or at least until Moore is fit to
return to the game.

BOUQUETS to Tom Yates, a member of the Aurora
Seniors Association, for taking a series of pictures
of the new Seniors Centre at various stages of its
construction and presenting the pictures to the town

as a token of affection for what he termed a "hell of a place".

BRICKBATS to the unknown person or persons respon-
sible for distributing a card criticizing Belinda
Stronach for saying she liked 50 Cent music and

looked forward to going to his concert and asking "Does
Belinda represent You?" but whoever it was didn't have the
guts to sign it.

More BRICKBATS to whoever planted the story in the
National Post that Belinda Stronach had over-
spent during the 2004 election campaign and

was being investigated by Elections Canada which was
denied. The timing is suspicious!

we know you want
real service from real people.

statefarm.ca • State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
Canadian Head Office: Scarborough, Ontario
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to insure your car, see me.

Peter Virtanen, CLU
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905.727.8400
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ST. ANDREW’S 
 Chiropractic & Wellness

15570 Yonge St. #5  Aurora 905.727.6500

Dr. Carey Avery,  DC 
Chiropractor, Custom Orthotics 

 Sports Injuries 

 Andrea Sodonis,  RMT
Registered Massage Therapist 

 Susan Slipacoff, ND
Naturopath, Acupuncture,  

Nutrition 

CRAWL-INS & WALK-INS 
WELCOME!!

Consider ward system now: reader
To the editor,

I would like to congratu-
late The Auroran for pre-
senting the question to its
readers of whether they
would be in support of a
ward system of local gov-
ernment.

This question has
appeared a number of
times but has failed to be
presented formally to the
general Aurora electors.
Why is that? 

Historically, Aurora had
such an issue brought up
when the population was
around 15-20,000.

The request had gone
as far as the OMB but was
defeated primarily because
the population was not
large enough.

Well, the population
today in 2005 is around
45,000 with expectations of
60,000 by 2011 according
to development plans.

Anyone driving near the
Bayview Avenue area can
see the huge new develop-
ments happening. So when
exactly should we "consid-
er" the ward system ques-
tion?

I say now!
I've lived in Aurora 20

years and consider the
Town very friendly in
atmosphere. I have served
on many community com-
mittees and events.

Whether people are new or
older residents doesn't mat-
ter. We all have special
interests as Aurorans and
feel a uniqueness as a
Character Community!

What I don't agree with
is when voter turnout statis-
tics are used to infer that
newcomers are "not quite
as zealous".

This creates an unfair
perception and otherwise
nonexistent division within
the Town. The simple "us"
versus "them" approach
clouds this important dem-
ocratic Town discussion.

To anyone who has
researched the ward sys-
tem and I refer to the
Municipal Act, and the
Municipal Elections Act,
2001, there are no require-
ments that a candidate has
to actually live in the ward
boundaries in order to be
considered a potential can-
didate.

The candidate only has
to qualify to be able to run
in the municipality. I was
given this information
directly from the represen-
tative for the government
Municipal Act department.

So when it is mentioned
as a point that "some areas
of the Town might not have
a candidate," this is not
true.

Another important point
mentioned, was that cur-

rent councillors who live in
a specific ward have to only
run in that ward. This is not
true. They can chose which
ward they wish to run in.
Section 256 was mentioned
here.

These are two key pri-
mary examples of misinfor-
mation which can distort
the pros and cons of the
ward system versus the at-
large system.

Under the Municipal Act
both systems can be voted
in or out with specific crite-
ria being met to assure fair-
ness to all the electors.

There is a lot of mixed
emotions on this subject
but not enough formal
debate.

There is a process in
which specific criteria out-
lining benefits for a ward
system can be considered.

One key area would be
to allow for the "preserva-
tion of community integrity
and function, i.e., the his-
toric downtown area of
Aurora could be distinctly
recognized as having spe-
cial significance. This is
currently done but it could
be enhanced. Also note
that other areas would be
considered in the communi-
ty. There are currently 13
ratepayer groups alone who
have special interests.

Some readers men-
tioned the need to have

more government account-
ability, accessibility and
communication.

As mentioned, how bet-
ter a way to accomplish
this than through a well
thought out ward system.

It was mentioned that
poor voter turnout is
always a problem and
shows a lack of interest by
the electors.

Maybe this could be
changed through the ward
system by having potential
candidates campaign more
specifically in certain areas
thereby generating more
interest from the potential
voters to participate?

As far as the ward sys-
tem causing the councillor
to lose interest in the whole
Town, this doesn't make
sense when there would be
seven other ward/council-
lor positions remaining.

There would still be a
significant voting public to
be concerned with and
there are issues which can
affect all areas of Town.

All ward councillors
would therefore have to
look out for all interests
and team work would
become very important!

The one big difference
would be the direct
accountability to the ward
citizen.

Being unapproachable
here would not work.

Neighbourhoods could
grow to be more recogniza-
ble and distinctly promoted
by each individual council-
lor adding potentially much
more value to the commu-
nity on the whole! 

At this point it's too
late to have a ward system
by the next election.
However, it should be the
time for the voters be given
an opportunity to vote in a
fair and formal democratic
referendum (on the elector
ballot) to say "yes" or "no"
for the consideration of
implementing a ward sys-
tem. Here is a real chance
to make a difference by
asking your present coun-
cillors to put the question
forward to all Aurorans!

Stephen Granger
Aurora  

Unleashed dogs 
spoil Bush stroll
To the editor,

On Sunday mornings
after a big breakfast, my
family and I love to head
over to Sheppard's Bush for
a nice walk along the lovely
trails down in the ravine.

Aside from the odd piece
of litter I pull out of the
stream, it's a great experi-
ence for all of us, except for
one real problem that we
always seem to encounter.

Dogs not on leashes!
My five and seven-year-

old boys are a little afraid of
dogs and find themselves
frozen with fear when a dog
comes running down the
path towards them, the

owner often nowhere in
sight.

My kids do not know
whether or not the animal is
friendly, and neither do I, so
I usually jump in front of my
children in a protective
stance until I can determine
its temperament or until the
owner shows up.

These unfortunate inci-
dents seem to happen two
or three times per outing,
and take away from the
peaceful enjoyment of our
walk.

There are signs posted
all along the trails informing
owners that leashes are
mandatory, yet I rarely see
them being used.

Please, dog owners, use
your leash!

You may know that your
pet is friendly but others you
encounter out for a walk, do
not!  

M. Chisholm 
Aurora

ED. NOTE: And some
owners may tell you a dog
is friendly when it isn’t, as
the editor painfully found
out a few weeks ago.
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Here’s our chance to get
the country back on track

To the editor,

The sad and sorry
Liberals are defeated in
parliament on a vote of
non-confidence! Hurrah!

Now they stand dis-
graced before thinking
Canadians and must
face the contempt of a
Canada which expects
the highest standard of
conduct from elected
representatives and
who, I expect, will vote
accordingly.

This election is a
watershed in Canadian
polit ics with corruption
exposed, but not ade-
quately investigated, for
which $40,000,000 is
unaccounted, and proba-
bly for which an account-
ing will never be made.

No member of the
Liberal par ty showed
enough enthusiasm or
suff icient energy to
attempt to compel the
administration to take
the required measures
needed to provide an
honest closure to the
sponsorship scandal.
And the scandal remains
as a scar corrupting the
polit ical scene of
Canada!

The Liberals are
defeated! Wanton lack of
ethics is shown the high-
way! Now we have a
chance to get the coun-
try back on course.

The Conservatives
have come out of the
star t ing gate with
authority, and in a heart-
beat they have trans-
formed our perception of
Steven Harper, a decent
pragmatic man, though
uncomfor table in the
scrum of political lime-
light. He will improve in
this area.

I am a man supportive
of plural political par ties
that the one in power
may be deposed from
time to time for cause.

The Liberal time had
come, and so they are
gone!

If the Tories spent too
long in power I would be
equally uneasy, and
probably search for a
viable alternative.

The part of the elec-
torate that votes, deter-
mines who will form the
next government; we,
you and me, are the myr-
iad anonymous citizens
of Canada that maintain
democracy in Canada.

If we had a great defi-
ciency of voters, we
would have a different
form of government.

The Liberal record on
maintenance of a viable,
mobile armed force is
laughable, and com-
pelling our young men to
fly the 40-year-old, anti-
quated Sea King heli-
copters is monstrously
shameful.

There is easily
enough reason to seek a
new government on this
issue alone.

Would you wil l ingly
allow your man to fly in
one of them, or would
you accept a ride in one.
Would you feel safe
being rescued from
some disaster at sea in
one of them on some
dark and stormy night?
They answer is a
resounding no, and I
warrant there is not a
reader of these words in
disagreement!

I wonder when the
last time was, a member
of the Liberal elite elect-
ed to fly in a Sea King to
some pressing engage-
ment. I bet they would
walk before accepting a
ride in a Sea King!

After 12 years of
Liberal administration,
how do you view the
state of our health care?

Have you confidence
that a hospital bed will
be found for you or your
loved one if needed?

From my experience I
do not have confidence
in Canadian health care;
it has let me down seri-
ously on two occasions.

The Liberals have
had 12 years of adminis-
tration to put the
Canadian house in
excellent order, with sur-
pluses of money for
many of those years.
They failed us.

I view the Liberals as
a spent force, with the
gift of spending

Real reason
for the letter
To the editor,

I’m replying to Stewart
Ivol’s letter in the December
13th Auroran re the “dumb-
est all-way stop signs” at
Murray and Mosaics.

I travel that route four or
five times a week and find
these signs a vast improve-
ment over the previous free-
for-all.

Incidentally, the only
accident I have had in more
than 40 years of driving was
at the Murray access to
Canadian Tire.

However, the real pur-
pose of this letter is to find
out if it will be printed with
just “Aurora resident” as the
signature - as was the letter
stating that “Belinda
deserves to be our mem-
ber”.

Aurora resident

Canadian taxpayer
money to buy votes.

They are masters at
dissembling or baff le-
gab, whichever word you
prefer. Unfor tunately,
many voters are
impressed with the deliv-
ery of words and not the
content or meaning con-
veyed.

I f ind the present
Liberal el i te ser iously
maladroit in the adminis-
tration of Canadian
affairs, and wish them
gone!

The Conservative
Par ty, led by Steven
Harper is a new bright
hope, with a reputation
for honest, methodical
and competent adminis-
tration.

We can find our enter-
tainment elsewhere,
while in the meantime,
they promise the hon-
esty and competence
that is sadly deficient
under the Liberals.

Brian Warburton
Aurora

Sheppard’s field has lights,
but it will cost to turn them on

Last March Aurora’s
Leisure Services
Advisory Committee
noted there were numer-
ous advantages to
installing ar tificial turf
over natural turf, includ-
ing savings in mainte-
nance costs.

It was estimated there
could be a lifetime sav-
ing of more than
$600,000.

The issue arose
because existing facili-
ties at Fleury Park,
Optimist Park and the
Legion were overused
and showing a steady
decline.

With the approval of
the Soccer Bubble
Agreement last July, staff
recommended the relo-
cation of the light stan-
dards from the Legion
field to Sheppard's Bush
at a cost of $20,000.

In response to coun-
cil's direction, staff pre-
pared a capital budget
submission for consider-
ation to provide an artifi-
cial turf field at
Sheppard's Bush.

During discussions on
the 2006 capital budget
Councillor Nigel Kean
noted the $650,000 cost
for the Sheppard's Bush
Sports Field was extrav-

agant in a year when
council was looking for
ways to cut the budget.

He suggested that the
project be postponed.

Staff replied that the
facility under its current
use was satisfactory but
if lit as requested the sur-
face would rapidly deteri-
orate.

Councillor Damir
Vrancic expressed con-
cern about the loss of a
lit field after previously
approving the removal of
the lights to Sheppard's
Bush and he was disap-
pointed about receiving
an incomplete report.

Staff pointed out that if
the field was lit, there
would be more playing,
especially by adults and
for a longer season so
that the natural turf
would soon become

unplayable.
On a 5-4 vote it was

agreed to postpone con-
sideration of the astro
turf until 2007.

Councillor Bill Hogg
suggested council
authorize an expenditure
of $48,000 to activate the
lights at Sheppard's Bush
and the Leisure Services
Advisory Committee work
out a system to restrict
the use of the field.

It was also requested
that staff check with user
groups to see if they
would be willing to part-
ner with the costs.

Councillor Evelyn
Buck said that if the field
was lit, it would be
almost impossible to con-
trol its use and it didn't
make sense to activate
the lights without
installing astro turf.
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Thomas McPherson & Associates Law Firm
T: 905-727-3151 • F: 905-841-4395

Thomas B. McPhersonJohn T. Kalm

Real Estate  
Wills & Estates 
Business Law

NEED HELP???

Lighthouse A/V Group
“Aurora’s Audio/Video Installation Service Experts.”

Home Theatre Systems          Plasma/LCD Wall Mounting 
Discrete Custom Wiring                 Troubleshooting                    

Evening & Weekend Service Available

905-505-1246  •  lighthouseavgroup@yahoo.ca 

GET CONNECTED CALLGET CONNECTED CALL

130 Davis Dr. Newmarket, PO Box 72
Kendellskottage@rogers.com

Tel: 905-830-5570 • Toll Free: 1-888-585-0066 
• Fax: 1-800-229-8866

Stocks on all 
Leading Exchanges

Mutual Funds
Government and Corporate

Bonds

Retirement & 
Investment Planning

Stephen Forsey CIM, FCSI, Investment Representative
JONES, GABLE & COMPANY LIMITED (Member CIPF)

905-726-9343

Aurora Montessori and Private School students and parents delivered
Christmas gifts and turkey dinners with all the trimmings, to 11 less-fortu-
nate families from the Newmarket and Aurora area just prior to Christmas.
Turkeys were donated by Peter's Food Shop in Aurora, while gifts came from
staff, parents and students from Aurora Montessori. In the top photo, a
Grade 1-2 class shows off gifts donated to the Leeder Place Shelter in
Newmarket, while parents and students from AMS load gifts and food in
preparation for delivery in the bottom photo. They are, left to right, Olivia
Clark, Mrs. Mirela Ismanescu, Isabelle Ismanescu, Olivia Railton and Mrs.
Joanne Railton.

Aurora’s still plagued
by speeding motorists

Over the years, and last
year was no exception,
one of the major com-
plaints before Aurora
Council has been the lack
of control over speeding
on residential streets.

Delegation after dele-
gation appeared before
council demanding lower
speed limits, more stop
signs, speed humps or
anything to slow motorists.

In May, 1990, York
Regional Police said
speeding was a contribut-
ing factor in 42 per cent of
traffic accidents.

As a result they
launched the "Speeding
Slows You Down" cam-
paign and targeted the
roads where accidents
and fatalities had
occurred.

In August, 1990, the
province increased fines
for speeding offences. The
increases were based on
the philosophy that if
motorists were hit in the
pocketbook, they would
slow down.

Due to citizens'
demands Aurora approved
multi-way stops at inter-
sections in an effort to
slow down traffic, in spite
of a 1991 study that said
four-way stops were not
effective in slowing traffic
in residential neighbour-
hoods.

In October, 1994, faced
with on-going citizen com-
plaints about speeding on
residential streets and a
demand for more and
more stop signs, council
directed staff to seek
alternative solutions.

Staff reported on traffic
calming devices in use in
other jurisdictions such as
speed humps and obstruc-
tions placed on roadways
causing traffic to weave
around them.

By September, 1995,
council was besieged by
angry citizens demanding
action, even to the extent
of closing roads to motor
vehicles. Councillors
replied lack of law
enforcement was the
problem.

As a result council
approached York Regional
Police to hire pay-duty offi-
cers to enforce speed lim-
its on various streets and
asked that any fines col-
lected be directed to the

municipality to help pay for
the cost.

Former Police Chief
Bryan Cousineau recom-
mended a one-month trial
but the Police Services
Board rejected the
request.

The request was
repeated in October, 1997,
and was approved with
Aurora designating hot
spots.

The pilot test, although
considered successful,
was short lived.

When Acting Police
Chief Peter Scott assumed
command, he expressed
concerns about the pay-
duty officers and said the
issue should be the
responsibility of the police,
not the municipality.

The Board's solicitor
advised there was no
authority in the Municipal
Act to permit a municipali-
ty to spend tax dollars to
hire off-duty police officers

resulting in the Board
rejecting Aurora's request
for continued use of the
pay-duty officers.

Council received so
many requests for lower
speed limits that in August,
1996, it petitioned the
province to amend the
Highway Traffic Act to
empower municipalities to
enact a 40 km/hr speed
limit in residential areas.

The province replied
that the legislation author-
izes municipalities to
establish speed limits with-
in the municipality, other
than the standard 50
km/hr, providing signs are
posted within specified
distances.

About the same time,
council approved a
Roadwatch program, a
community-based initiative
in which residents were
asked to report speeding
and aggressive motorists
to police.

Collins controversy
just won’t go away

The controversy over
the reconstruction of
Collins Crescent has been
ongoing since 2003, and is
kept alive by resident
Wayne Bando, a former
regional municipal roads
engineer, who appeared at
an Aurora  committee
meeting recently.

He discussed what he
claimed to be the failure of
the works department to
complete the driveways at
38 and 42 Collins
Crescent in accordance
with tender documents.

He displayed several
photographs of places
behind the curbs where
top soil and sodding had
not been completed, and
claimed the topsoil deliv-
ered in the fall of 2003 was
faulty.

During his many
appearances since the

reconstruction, he has
been critical of the works
department for their lack of
communication with resi-
dents and failure to com-
plete the work.

Director of Public Works
Wayne Jackson told com-
mittee members staff had
dealt with Bando's neigh-
bour regarding his drive-
way but had been unable
to contact Bando.

He said the topsoil and

the sodding would be
looked after next spring
but asked for council direc-
tion regarding what was
said to be a hump in the
curb at the end of  the
driveway.

Committee members
agreed residents have the
right to have property
restored when inadequate
construction was carried
out and directed staff to fix
the problems.

Gas & Oil Heating Equipment
Humidifiers and Air Conditioners 

Tel: (905) 727-6401 8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca            Aurora, Ontario 
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FRANK METEBRUCE CHAPPELL
Come and see the all new 

Cobalt and HHR.
Thank you for shopping at

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre
289 Wellington St. E.

Aurora  •  905-727-4751

See us first for
WINDOWS, DOORS, 

BATHROOMS & KITCHENS

See us first for
WINDOWS, DOORS, 

BATHROOMS & KITCHENS

15699 Yonge St., Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P4

Accredited
DRIVE CLEAN & 
REPAIR FACILITY

WWW.AAWCARS.COM
905751-1275

WE SERVICE ALL 
MAKES & MODELS

We meet all your service needs.

“AUTO SOUND
SYSTEMS”

AM/FM/CD/MP3
Starting at

$129 00

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE CENTRE

NOW OPEN
AURORA COLLISION CENTRE 

88 BERCZY ST. • 905-222 - 3203

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

PEIRCEöMcNEELY   ASSOCIATES

REAL ESTATE
CIVIL & FAMILY LITIGATION

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL LAW
Wills & Estates
(905) 727-8900

Offices in Toronto and York Region (Aurora)

WINTER BREAK CAMPJaguar Gymnastics

905 841 7598

WINTER CLASSES 
BEGIN JAN. 9TH

6 Vata Court, Units 6 & 7 (off Edward) 2 blocks east of Yonge, AURORA

Parent and tot classes, recreational, special needs program, 
pre-competitive adult programs, and birthday parties

We are recommending our tumbling to accelerate cheerleading skills!
Private classes also available 

Please contact Everett for further details.

AURORA’S 2004 BUSINESS OF THE YEAR

14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

Flowers
by Terry

Tigers hang on to edge visitors
The Aurora Tigers

Provincial Junior A hockey
team got the surprise of its
life Sunday afternoon after
they gave up a third period
5-1 lead but held on to edge
a visiting Russian all-star
team 5-4 Sunday afternoon.

For 40 minutes, the
Tigers controlled the visitors
and were well on their way to
an easy win until the third
period struck.

More than 1,000 people,
probably the largest crowd of
the year, watched the game
at the Aurora Community
Centre and saw Aurora open
a 3-0 lead before the visitors
could get untracked.

Earlier, the Russian
squad had been edged in a
very physical game in
Niagara Falls, and it
appeared they wanted no
part of that brand of hockey.

Aurora, at every opportu-
nity, slammed their oppo-
nents into the boards, forc-
ing numerous puck give-
aways.

The visitors were not
without speed and power,
however, and only the solid
goaltending of Jeremie
Dupont kept the locals in the
game.

He stopped a couple of
breakaways and was suc-
cessful in ending his 30-
minute shift with a shutout.

Ryan Dickie, Aurora’s
other goaltender, was
tagged for all four Russian
goals, including three in the
final 20 minutes, which sud-
denly made the game very
interesting.

The touring hockey team
has been in Canada since
Christmas and in four
games, managed two wins
and two losses.

They were scheduled to
play two more contests
before returning home this
week.

Tigers led 2-0 after the
first period of play, in which
both teams had 10 shots on
goal.

Aurora got markers from
Doug Henderson and Daniel
Michalsky, the only Aurora
player on the team.

Michaelsky scored his
goal with fewer than four
seconds remaining in the
first period.

Tigers went up 3-1 in the
second, then scored two
quick goals early in the third,
barely enough as the
Russians came charging
back.

The visitors opted for an

extra attacker late in the
game but could not come up
with the equalizer.

Prior to the game’s start,
players exchanged gifts, and
MP Belinda Stronach pre-
sented the visitors with a
Canadian flag.

Aurora was well rested for
the match Sunday, since
their last league game was at
the Community Centre two
days before Christmas.

At that time a single goal
by Fraser Smith, with help
from Chad Kennedy and
Mike Martinelli, was enough
to give the locals a 1-0 victo-
ry over the North York
Rangers.

Ryan Dickie posted the
shutout with 29 saves.

It was Aurora’s third
shutout in a row, after they
defeated Seguin 6-0 and

Pickering 8-0 in earlier
games.

Aurora plays a home
game Wednesday night,
then will disappear for a
lengthy road trip that won’t
see them back in Aurora until
Jan. 20.

Then, to wind up the sea-
son, the Tigers will play six
home games, just what the
doctor ordered, since the
club is tough to beat on its
own ice.

One away game to watch
is scheduled for Jan. 19
when Aurora travels to
Newmarket for a match
against the Hurricanes.

Aurora and Newmarket
councils have agreed that
whoever wins the game, the
losing council will wear the
sweaters of the winners at a
subsequent council meeting.

Entertainment was the name of the game Sunday
afternoon as the Aurora Tigers hosted an all-star
hockey team from Russia and narrowly won the
game 5-4. The West Siberian Under-20 all-star
squad put on a skillful display of hockey, but
Aurora was up for the challenge. The visitors, in
blue, trailed 5-1 early in the third period, but ral-
lied with an amazing comeback only to fall a goal
short at the end of regulation time. About 1,000
fans were at the Aurora Community Centre for the
game.

Auroran photos by David Falconer
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THE RENOVATION DOCTOR 
Renovation, Repair, Concept to Completion 

Basements, Bathrooms and Kitchens, Ceramic Tile 
Electrical, Plumbing, Framing and Drywall.

35 Years’ Experience, Free Estimates

“We do it right or We don’t do it at all”

905-478-1221 
M.D. Thorne  •  Queensville, Ontario 

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora L4G 6W8 
Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037

Directors:
Brent Forrester - Laura Windover - Rich Kroeger - Gillian Taggart - Taylor Brown 

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

®

Patrick M. Gaffney
Now practicing all aspects of Family Law
including custody, access, support, property 
division, divorce and child protection mat-
ters. Practitioner of Collaborative Family Law
- a client controlled, lawyer assisted, out-of-
court process focused on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions for separat-
ing families.

• 1/2 hour free consultation
• accepting Legal Aid 

#205 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023   pmgaffney@bellnet.ca

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

For years and years, photographs of old Aurora
hung on the walls of the IGA store on 

Yonge Street, north of Wellington.

When the store changed hands, 
most of the photographs were placed in storage.

Recently, Price Chopper has revived some of the pictures 
and the rest have been moved to R & R Revisited 

where they now appear for all to see.

Have a look at Yonge Street 100 years ago, 
Berczy Street without pavement,

the Sisman Shoe Factory, 
an old ball team, and several others on the walls of 

Aurora’s only used book store.

And, while you’re there, browse through the

thousands of books located on two levels of the warehouse.

History of Aurora
lives again...
History of Aurora
lives again...

R&R
Revisited

R&R Revisited • 75 Mary Street, Unit 3 Aurora  •  905-727-3300 
Monday to Saturday 10 a..m. - 4 p.m.  Sunday noon till 4 p.m.

(Want new books?
We’ll be happy to

order them for you)

R&R

OMHA tried to curtail
boy’s hockey career

In December, 1983, in
the middle of a Silver 
Stick Regional Qualifying
Tournament, Ontario Minor
Hockey Association officials
ruled that Quang Ly, a pro-
lific scorer for the Aurora
McDonald's Peewees, was
no longer eligible to play for
his team.

OMHA officials claimed
they had received reports
that Ly was not 11 years
old, the age of the minor
peewee level, but was actu-
ally 13.

Aurora Minor Hockey
Association officials were
told that if Ly played in any
more games, Coach Frank
Jones, Manager Wayne
Wheller and Trainer Brian
Brown would be suspended
for life.

AMHA officials were
incensed about the timing
and ruling pointing out that

the AMHA had submitted
immigration papers and a
certificate from the
Canadian government to
the OMHA two years previ-
ous showing that Ly, a land-
ed immigrant from Viet
Nam, was born in 1972,
and the OMHA approved it.

OMHA officials replied
that they had accepted the
certificate and immigration
papers as temporary proof.

They also pointed out
that Ly was a head taller
than any other boy on the
team, which was unusual
for his race as there was a
tendency to be small.

Officials also noted they
had complaints from other
parents about the size and
age of Quang, who came to
Canada in 1980 as an
immigrant.

T h e  V i e t n a m e s e
C a m b o d i a n  L a o t i a n

C h i n e s e  S e r v i c e s
Association took up the
case and threatened to take
it to the Ontario Hockey
A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  t h e
Ontario Human Rights
Commission, claiming it
was a mistrust of immi-
grants.

In the meantime, Ly was
playing for a minor bantam
team where he was the
smallest and youngest play-
er, which was a big jump for
a boy who had never seen
ice before coming to
Canada.

Part of the problem was
that Ly did not have have a
birth certificate as it had
been lost somewhere and
only had the immigration
document saying he was

born in 1972.
Then in January, Ly

r e c e i v e d  a  b e l a t e d
Christmas gift as the
OMHA had a change of
heart and reinstated him to
the peewee hockey team
for 11 year olds.

Due to pressure from
Ly's parents, AMHA offi-
cials and others, the OMHA
conducted a fact finding
session including sworn
affidavits by the parents
stating the information on
the immigration documents
was true, resulting in the
OMHA ruling that Ly was 11
unless proven otherwise.

As a result Ly was able
to participate in two tourna-
ments to the delight of his
teammates.

MONDAY NIGHT HOCKEY
Standings as at Monday, Dec. 19

TEAM                                              W   L   T    F    A    Pts

Masterclean Contracting                12 2    0    73  39    24
Highland Chev Cadillac                   9    4     1     73   50    19
Priestly Demolition                         9    4   1   64 30   19
Tom & Jerry’s                              8     5    1    52 47  17
J.J. Barron Realty                         6     6    2    49 44     14
Law Insurance Brokers                      4    7    3     48  64   11
FPL Aggregates                              2    11   1   38  78    5
Rec Cycle N’ Sports                        1   12   1   32 71  3

Results, Dec. 19
Tom & Jerry’s            4                      Priestly Demolition             4
Barron Realty           2                      Highland Chev                   2

Masteclean                 6                      Law Insurance                6 
FPL Aggregates       2                      Rec Sports                      3        

PLAYER STANDINGS
As at Dec. 19

NAME                   TEAM                          G                A           TOTAL

John Archibald        Highland        21      20    41
Mark Sedore            Priestly                 11          21        32
Steve Robertson      Highland                   14         17         31
Tom Hussey               Masterclean          15       12          27
Ken Rumble               Highland               11         16          27
Jason Muise               Priestly                  11        16         27
Steve McDonald     Tom & Jerry’s             9           14         23
Steve Kavanah           Barron’s                 8           14         22
John Yaremko          Law Insurance         6          15         21
Gerry Briand           Masterclean            9         11           20
Dean Iwai                Tom & Jerry’s          8         12        20
Scott Thomas            Tom & Gerry’s    11       7         18 
Pat O’Mahony            Barron’s                   7      11            18
Ralph Berry               Masterclean         8        9       17
Bruce Ing              Priestly                   8         9          17 
Frank Balkovec         Law Insurance         3        14        17
Phil Podstatski           Priestly Demolition   12        3        15 
Cam Mitchell              FPL                        8         7         15
Darren Yaremko         Law Insurance    7         8        15
Jerome Flanigan        Masterclean        6          8          14
Mike Nisbet                Priestly                5          9           14 
Kevin Brown              Highland               4          10         14
Glen Bince             Law Insurance     5       9           14
Les Nip                      Barron’s             5        9           14 
Ed Kilroy               Rec Cycle             7         6         13
Angelo Nasto        Masterclean           6         7         13
Ed Jackson                Barron’s                5         8           13
Bob Ince                    Rec Cycle            5        8          13
Bruce Chappell           Highlands                4            9          13 
Pat Davies                 Priestly              2        11       13  
Chris Neal               Priestly                      6        6            12
Dave Caverley            Law Insurance        6          6           12 
Hugh Alcorn            Masterclean         3          9         12 
Ron Theisson          Barron’s                5         6         11
Doug Adair                Rec Cycle        6          4           10
Phil Goodenough       Barron’s             4       6            10 
John Sibner               Masterclean          5          5           10 
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Results to Dec.25
House
League

Tyke
104 Tim Horton's Sharks 9 - Bryan
Manweiler 3A, Connor Braund 1A, Jared
Brown 1G, Mitchell Haak 1A, Michael
Montesanti 1A, Anthony Orlandi 3G,
Brendin Ramsay 5G, Jared Reeves 1A,
Ryan Simmons 1A, Louie Kirkos 1A. 106
Tim Horton's Red Wings Tyke HL 1 -
Robert Thomas 1G.

107 Tim Horton's Bruins 12 - Christian
Arcuri 2A, Charles Bennett 1G, Shaun
Broad 1A, Evan Cherubini 1G 1A,
Alistair Johnston 2G 1A, Austin Kiraly
2G 1A, Nicholas Sansalone 2G 1A, Cole
Thiessen 4G 2A. 102 Tim Horton's
Rangers Tyke HL 0.

103 Tim Horton's Blackhawks 10 -
Andrew Badali 3G 1A, Micheal Dowling
2A, Jacob Fenchak 1A, Taylor Kauffeldt
1G, Jeffrey McKay 1G 2A, Eric Shennan
2G, Brett Diamond 1G, Jacob Hatton
2G. 108 Tim Horton's Blues Tyke HL 8
- Daniel Della Roca 1G, Jamie Finlay
1G, Colin Kostin 3G, Graham Sandford
2G 1A, Connor Tripp 2A, Spencer White
1A, Cameron Zinner 1G.

105 Tim Horton's Flyers Tyke HL 6
101 Tim Horton's Leafs 6

Novice

206 Emilio's Pizza Novice HL 4 - Chris
Klinowski 1G, Nolan Smith 2G, Kory
Wansborough 1A, Anthony Georgieff 1G
1A. 201 McAlpine Ford Lincoln 2 -
John Barber 1G, Joey Hodgson 1A,
Johnny Sherwood 1G.

205 HS Financial Serivces Novice HL
5 - Eddie Duffie 2G, Patrick Bourrie 1A,
Ethan Mills 1A, Terrell Cook 2A, Lockart
McMann 1A, Michael Walsh 3G. 204
North York Heating & Plumbing 4 -
Nick Armour 1G 3A, Peter McKerracher
2A, James Power 3G.

202 Mastermind Toys.Com 6 - Eric
Cumiskey 1A, Hunter Jones 1A, Joel
Robinson 2G 1A, Liam Joiner 2G, Ryan
Ouwroules 2G, Chris Broughton 1A. 203
Aurora Home Hardware Building
Centre Novice HL 1.

Minor Atom

305 All Pro Source For Sports Minor
Atom HL 5 - Morgan Walker 1G, Dakota
Stone 1A, Tait Snedden 1G, Kristen
Grasse 1A, Lucas Brutto 1A, Brady
Harris 2G, Brendan Harris 1G. 304
Chouinard Bros. Roofing & Windows
1.

301 ADC Aluminum 4 - Benjamin
McGowan 1A, Melissa Verge 1A,
Zachary Cowl 2G, Michael De Cesare
1A, Rio Speller-Drews 1A, Declan
Johnston 1G, Mitchell Srouji 1A,
Matthew D'Alessandro 1A, Oliver Jones
1A, Joseph Veneziano 1A, Ryan
McGolrick 1G. 306 Aurora Home
Hardware Building Centre Minor Atom
HL 1 - Nathan Sinclair 1A, Scott Taylor
1G.

308 Delph & Jenkins Surveyors Minor
Atom HL 4. 302 Laurion Law Office 4 -
Mac Cawfield 1A, Alexander Harrison
1A, Jason Glionna 2G, Cameron Staples
1A, Matthew Pelkola 1A, Chris Sanita
2G.

303 Dr. Steiner's Drillers 3 - Maxwell

Brown 1G, Andrew Foresi 1A, Nicholas
Steiner 1G, Alexander Stewart 1G. 307
Optimist Club of Aurora Minor Atom
HL 2 - Matthew Walker 1A, Nicholas
Scott 1A, Alex Cicchino 1A, Robin
Creighton 2G.

Atom

402 McAlpine Ford Lincoln 8 - Andreas
Mikkelsen 1G, Drew Bryan 2A, Zachary
Ferry 4G, Dylan Lyons 1A, Jesse Borin
2G, Casey Severini 1G. 403 Dr.
Steiner's Drillers Atom HL 7 - Stephen
Wilkins 1A, Scott Cosentino 1A, Liam
Devlin 2G, Ryan Dowling 2G 1A, Cody
Mulhern 1A, Paul Louis Steiner 2A,
Christopher Tsianos 3G.

406 Continental Custom Ingredients 7
- Ben Bryant 1A, Curtis Fordyce 1G 1A,
Kevan Cress 1G, Justin Stevens 1G,
Nicolas Bertrand 2G 1A, Trevor
Stephens 1G, Joshua Lawlor 1G. 401
Nacora Insurance Brokers Atom HL 1.

405 Rotary Club of Aurora Atom HL 6
- Andrew Staples 2G 1A, Scott Wheeler
1G, Quinn McGowan 4A, Matthew
Roach 1G, Mackenzie McIntosh 2G. 404
Optimist Club of Aurora 1 - Sammy
Fanone 1G, Dylan Sutton 1A.

Minor Peewee

503 Winchurch Environmental Inc. 5
505 Pizza Pizza Minor Peewee HL 2

Minor Bantam

704 Aurora Montessori School Minor
Bantam HL 4 - Scott Cunningham 2A,
Nick Orsatti 2G, Mattheus Vloet 1G 2A,
Marco Santella 1G. 701 I.O.O.F. Aurora
Lodge 148 F.L.T. 3 - Michael Gray 1A,
Daniel Crowther 1A, Dylan Teacher 1G
1A, Daniel Sampieri 2A, Julian Biasoni
1A, Chris Blumreisinger 2G.

705 Aurora Canadian Tire Minor
Bantam HL 7 - Tyler Friars 1A, Michael
Orschel 1G, Ian Stock 1A, Peter Durst
4G, Michael Madigan 1G, James
Chappell 1G 2A. 702 Highland
Chevrolet Cadillac 3.

703 Dial Tone Communications Minor
Bantam HL 5 - Matt Raponi 1G 1A,
Jamie Sutton 1A, Nick Watts 1G, Nick
Gundert 2A, Graham Cormack 2G 1A,
Michael Moody 1G, Munn Colin 1A. 706
Formtech 3.

Midget

1008 ASA Alloys Midget HL 5 - Daniel
Abram 3A, Iznaur Atiev 2G 3A, Jason
Brennan 3G 2A, Robert Danis 1G,
James Seymore 2A, Luke Stinson 1A.
1011  4

Select

Aurora Tigers Tyke Select 3 - Andrew
Badali 1G, Cole Thiessen 2G, Robert
Thomas 1A. Clarington 1.

Rep Games
Markham 3
Aurora Tigers Novice AA 1 - Graeme
McDonald 1G.

Redmen 5
Aurora Tigers Novice AA 2 - Jake
Appleby 1A, Austin Riswick 1A, Jesse
Wiemer 2G.

Aurora Tigers Novice AA 9 - Jake
Appleby 1G 1A, Graydon Gardner 1A,
Nicholas Baxter 1G 1A, Peter Andreakos
1A, Matthew Caicco 2G, Theodora

Issaris 1A, Graeme McDonald 1G 1A,
Austin Riswick 1A, Jesse Wiemer 4G.
Richmond Hill 3.

Stouffville 4
Aurora Tigers Novice A 2

Aurora Tigers Novice A 2
TNT Tornados 1

Aurora Tigers Novice AE 2 - Kyle
Bryden 1A, Jeff Stobo 1G, Joesph
Battiston 1A, Garret Wood 1A, Austin
Waite 1A, Brendan Ruuskanen 1G.
Innisfil 0.

Aurora Tigers Minor Atom AA 4 - Sean
Foxwell 1A, Liam Coll 1A, Branden
Fennell 2G, Austin Lane 1G 1A, Matthew
Iwai 1G. Richmond Hill 4.

Aurora Tigers Minor Atom AA 10 -
Sean Foxwell 1A, Justin Pirie 1A, Liam
Coll 3G, Konner McMillan 1A, Kyle
Locke 2A, Branden Fennell 1G 3A, John
MacDonald 2G, Austin Lane 1A,
Matthew Iwai 1G, Spencer Green 1G 1A,
Quentin Campbell 1G 1A, Jack Caldwell
1G. Ajax 1.

East Gwillimbury 3
Aurora Tigers Minor Atom A 2 - Erik
Balkovec 1G, Logan Blaser 1A, Brett
Thiessen 1G.

Aurora Tigers Minor Atom A 1 - Erik
Balkovec 1A, Paul Neophytou 1A, Brett
Thiessen 1G.
Stouffville 1.

Aurora Tigers Minor Atom A 3 - Paul
Neophytou 2A, Logan Blaser 1A, Evan
Jackson 1G, Scott Kostin 1G, Ian Dunlop
1G, Brett Thiessen 1A.
Richmond Hill 3.

Aurora Tigers Minor Atom AE 6 - Josh
Bell 2G 1A, Liam Beresford 1G 2A,
Shannon Murray 1G 1A, Alex Perez 1G,
Graham Robinson 1G 1A, Nathan
Nealon 2A.
Richmond Hill 1.

Aurora Tigers Minor Atom AE 4 - Ben
Ashton 1G, Josh Bell 1G 1A, Liam
Beresford 1A, Alex Perez 1G, Graham
Robinson 2A, Jordyn Thomson 1A,
Blake Wallace 1A, Nathan Nealon 1G
1A. East Gwillimbury 1.

Aurora Tigers Atom AA 8
Richmond Hill 1

Barrie 4
Aurora Tigers Atom AA 2

Aurora Tigers Atom A 4 - Liam
MacKichan 1A, Hayden Trask 1A, Ben
Hankins 1A, Peter Sandwell 1G, Stefan
Lazzer 1G 1A, Bailey Miller 1G, Vincent
Ruscica 1G 2A. Shutout: Scott Schmitt.
Stouffville 0.

Aurora Tigers Atom A 4 - Hayden Trask
1G 1A, Peter Sandwell 1G, Stefan
Lazzer 1A, Kiefer McIntosh 1A, Daniel
Antoniel 1G 1A, Bailey Miller 1G, Eric
Damecour 1A, Vincent Ruscica 1A.
Bradford 2.

Aurora Tigers Atom AE 6 - Connor
Moody 3G, Sammy Steenhorst 1A,
Braden Casselden 1G 1A, Jeffery Lam
2A, Jimmy Brookes 1G, Matthew Pryse
1G 2A, Eric Bulloch 1A.
Stouffville 2.

Barrie 5
Aurora Tigers Atom AE 2 - Connor
Moody 1A, Braden Casselden 1A,
Matthew Pryse 1G, Colton Lee 1G, Ryan
Baskin 1A.

Aurora Tigers Atom AE 6 - Connor
Moody 1G 1A, William Allen 1A, Sammy
Steenhorst 1G 1A, Braden Casselden

1A, Jeffery Lam 2A, Eric Archibald 1A,
Jimmy Brookes 1A, Matthew Pryse 1G,
Colton Lee 1A, Jack Straw 1G 1A, Eric
Bulloch 1G, Ryan Baskin 1G.
TNT Tornados 0.

Aurora Tigers Atom AE 5 - Connor
Moody 1G 1A, Eric Archibald 2A, Jimmy
Brookes 1G 1A, Colton Lee 1G, Vincent
Ruscica 2A, Eric Bulloch 1G 1A, Ryan
Baskin 1G 1A. Shutout: Andrew Stobbe.
Orillia 0.

Aurora Tigers Minor Peewee AA 3 -
Matthew Roy 1A, Dylan Rochon 1G,
Andrew Papousek 2A, Brian Puskar 1G,
Ryan Hughes 1A, Taylor Butler 1G.
Barrie 3.

Aurora Tigers Minor Peewee AA 4 -
Matthew Roy 1A, Reid Sisson 1A,
Tanner Thiessen 1G 1A, Andrew
Papousek 1G 1A, Mitchell Harris 1G,
Taylor Butler 1G.
Georgina 4.

Aurora Tigers Minor Peewee AA 4 -
Matthew Roy 1G, Tanner Thiessen 1G
2A, Andrew Papousek 2G 1A, Taylor
Butler 2A.
The Mitchell Team Redmen 2.

Aurora Tigers Minor Peewee A 3
Richmond Hill 2

Orillia 5
Aurora Tigers Minor Peewee A 1

Restored Sports Redmen 2
Aurora Tigers Peewee AA 1
Eleeza Cox 1A Tristan Miller 1G Brett
Matthews 1A 

NobleKing 4
Aurora Tigers Peewee A 2 - Matt
Schmitt 1A, Kyle McCreedy 2A, Jamie
Hawkins 1A, Michael Nonnewitz 1G,
Kamran Karamchi 1G.

Bradford 7
Aurora Tigers Peewee AE 4 - Brett
Allen 1G, Spencer George 1A, Sean
Halley 1A, Daniel Howie 2G, Tyler
Jensen 1A, Michael Takahashi 1A,
Aaron Nusbaum 1G, Brendan Strachan
1A.

Aurora Tigers Peewee AE 8 - Brett
Allen 3A, Spencer George 3G, Sean
Halley 2G, Tyler Jensen 1G, Adam Reid
1A, Nicholas Silverio 1A, Brendan
Strachan 1G, Mark Tanel 3A, Alex
Thompson 1G 4A, Brandon Thompson
1A, Michael Di Vincenzo 1A. Shutout:
Zackary Henderson.
Orillia 0.

Aurora Tigers Peewee AE 3 - Brett
Allen 1G, Spencer George 1G, Sean
Halley 1G 1A, Tyler Jensen 1A, Aaron
Nusbaum 1A.
Richmond Hill 2.

Aurora Tigers Peewee AE 6 - Brett
Allen 3G 1A, Matthew Bishop 1A,
Spencer George 1G 1A, Sean Halley
1G, Daniel Howie 1A, Michael Takahashi
1G, Aaron Nusbaum 2A, Brendan
Strachan 1A, Alex Thompson 1A.
TNT Tornados 0.

Aurora Tigers Minor Bantam AA 3 -
Jeffrey Sanderson 1G, Anthony Marsillo
1A, Oliver Boettcher 1G 1A, Dylan Cross
2A, Derrick Hamner 1G 1A.
Pickering 3.

WestMall Lightning 4
Aurora Tigers Minor Bantam AA 2 -
Justin Brown 2G, Shawn Clark 1A, John-
Caleb Ross 1A, Taylor Nuttall 1A.

Chatham Maroons 4
Aurora Tigers Minor Bantam AA 1 -
Oliver Boettcher 1A, Dylan Cross 1G,
Derrick Hamner 1A.
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Aurora Tigers Minor Bantam AA 3 -
Jeffrey Sanderson 1A, Justin Brown 1A,
Dylan Cross 2G, Derrick Hamner 1A,
Shawn Clark 1A, John-Caleb Ross 1A,
Louis Lamanna 1G, Taylor Nuttall 1A.
Orangeville Flyers 2.

Aurora Tigers Minor Bantam A 7 -
Sean Agostino 1A, Tyler Tisdale 1G,
Corey Jeffery 1A, Ryan Jones 1G, Aaron
Beally 1A, Darcy Eveleigh 1A,  Spencer
Arkell 1G 1A, Matthew Semeredy 1G,
Max Lerner 1G 1A, Dillon Cappell 2G
1A.
Richmond Hill 1.

Aurora Tigers Minor Bantam A 4 - Tyler
Tisdale 2A, Shawn MacEachern 1G 2A,
Darcy Eveleigh 1G, Max Lerner 1A,
Dillon Cappell 2G 1A.
Stouffville 2.

Georgina 3
Aurora Tigers Minor Bantam AE 0

Aurora Tigers Minor Bantam AE 3
Redmen 1

NobleKing 2
Aurora Tigers Bantam A 0

Aurora Tigers Bantam AE 9
Redmen 1

Evergreen Lawn Sprinklers Inc.
Redmen 5. Shutout, Joseph Dimech.
Aurora Tigers Minor Midget AA 0

Aurora Tigers Minor Midget AA 3
Markham 2

Aurora Tigers Minor Midget A 9 -
Robert Lee 3G 1A, Ian Weston 1A,
Jesse Coote 1A, Patrick McMurray 1G
1A, Jake Hurlbut 1G, Jeremy Cohen 1G,
Greg Gianopoulos 1G 1A, Darcy (Bucky)
Pelosse 1A, Joshua (Josh) Meron 1A,
Ross Pizzurro 1A, Brendan Hamner 1G.
Richmond Hill 4.

Aurora Tigers Minor Midget AE 1
East Gwillimbury 1

Aurora Tigers Minor Midget AE 7
Orillia 0

Results to Jan.1
House
League

Tyke

106 Tim Horton's Red Wings Tyke HL 6
- James Wyndham-West 1G, Joshua
Mills 1G 1A, Robert Thomas 4G. 101
Tim Horton's Leafs 1 - Cooper Hewgill
1A, Zoe Webster 1G.

108 Tim Horton's Blues 8 - Jamie
Finlay 1G, Colin Kostin 4G, Nat Leontis
1A, Graham Sandford 1G 2A, Cameron
Zinner 2G 1A. 102 Tim Horton's
Rangers Tyke HL 2.

104 Tim Horton's Sharks 5 - Connor
Braund 1A, Jared Brown 2G, Adam
Caicco 1G, Mitchell Haak 1A, Anthony
Orlandi 2A, Tyler Wilson 1G, Brendin
Ramsay 1G, Ryan Simmons 1A, Louie
Kirkos 1A. 105 Tim Horton's Flyers
Tyke HL 1 - Michael Dacostas 1G,
Maxwell Jones 1A, Kerstin Palmer 1A.

107 Tim Horton's Bruins Tyke HL 8 -
Christian Arcuri 1A, Charles Bennett 2A,
Shaun Broad 1A, Alex Carter 3A, Evan
Cherubini 2G, Mathew Ciancio 1A,
Alistair Johnston 1A, Tristan Kuchar 1A,

Nicholas Sansalone 2A, Cole Thiessen
6G. 103 Tim Horton's Blackhawks 4.

Novice

206 Emilio's Pizza Novice HL 5 -
Chris Klinowski 3A, Jack Ellison 1G,
Andrew Klinowski 2A, Nolan Smith 4G.
204 North York Heating & Plumbing
5 - Evan Nichols 1G, Nick Armour 2A,
Michael McKerracher 1G, John
Partland 1G 1A, James Power 2G.

203 Aurora Home Hardware Building
Centre 2. 205 HS Financial Serivces
Novice HL 1 - Eddie Duffie 1G.

202 Mastermind Toys.Com Novice
HL 8 - Er ic Cumiskey 1G, Hunter
Jones 1G 1A, Joel Robinson 1G, Liam
Joiner 1G 2A, Rory Hamilton 2A, Ryan
Batten 1G, Ryan Ouwroules 3G. 201
McAlpine Ford Lincoln 0.

Minor Atom

306 Aurora Home Hardware Building
Centre Minor Atom HL 3 - Luc
Gregoris 3A, Alexander Jonasson 2A,
Scott Taylor 3G. 303 Dr. Steiner's
Drillers 3 - Maxwell Brown 1G, Riley
O'Br ien 1G, Nicholas Steiner 1A,
Alexander Stewart 1G.

304 Chouinard Bros. Roofing &
Windows 8 - Neil Duggan 1A, Graham
Killby 1G, Russell Johnson 3G 2A, Luc
Mar tineau 2G 1A, Alexander
McDonald 1A, Adrian Ramirez 1A,
Jonathan Read 1A, Joey Stel 1A, Tyler
Abushinov 1A, Gabriel Oulahen 2G.
308 Delph & Jenkins Surveyors
Minor Atom HL 0.

301 ADC Aluminum 2 - Melissa Verge
1A, Er ica Barnes 1A, Matthew
D'Alessandro 1A, Oliver Jones 1A,
Michael Tanel 1G, Ryan McGolrick 1G.
307 Optimist Club of Aurora Minor
Atom HL 1.

Atom

405 Rotary Club of Aurora 8 - Ryan
Byerlay 1G, Kyle Davy-Vass 1A, Scott
Wheeler 1A, Quinn McGowan 2G 1A,
Matthew Roach 3G 1A, James Hubay
1G, Mackenzie McIntosh 1G 1A. 403
Dr. Steiner's Drillers Atom HL 2 -
Chr istopher Cherubini 1A, Cody
Mulhern 1G, Christopher Tsianos 1G
1A.

401 Nacora Insurance Brokers Atom
HL 2
402 McAlpine Ford Lincoln 1 - Casey
Severini 1G.

406 Continental Custom Ingredients
Atom HL 4 - Cur t is Fordyce 1G,
Nicolas Ber trand 1G 1A, Trevor
Stephens 1G, Joshua Lawlor 1G. 404
Optimist Club of Aurora 3.

Minor Bantam

703 Dial Tone Communications 3 -
Jamie Sutton 1G, Nick Watts 1A,
Caleb Gould 1G 1A, Trevor Coll 1G,
Michael Moody 2A. 704 Aurora
Montessori School Minor Bantam
HL 1 - Michael VanBakel 1A, Marco
Santella 1G.

705 Aurora Canadian Tire Minor
Bantam HL 5. 701 I.O.O.F. Aurora
Lodge 148 F.L.T. 1 - Julian Biasoni
1A, Ryan Bagshaw 1G.

702 Highland Chevrolet Cadillac 5.

706 Formtech Minor Bantam HL 3 -
Robert Fiorini 1G 1A, Brandon Hurst
1A, Chris Tillsley 1G, Brendan Beatty
1G.

Select
Barrie Blue 4 
Aurora Tigers Tyke Select 3 - Shaun
Broad 1A, Michael Da Costa 1G, Robert
Thomas 2G.

Rep Games
Aurora Tigers Novice AA 4 - Jake
Appleby 1G, Graydon Gardner 1G 1A,
Nicholas Baxter 1A, Graeme McDonald
1A, Nicholas Papousek 1G 1A, Austin
Riswick 1A, Jesse Wiemer 1G 1A.
Shutout, Taylor Lemmon.
Redmen 2.

Aurora Tigers Novice A 4
East Gwillimbury 1

Redmen 3 - Anthony Casey 1A, Justin
Paul 1G, Cole Ikeda 2G, Liam Ewing 1A.
Shutout: Michael Kleiboer Andrew Robb.
Aurora Tigers Novice AE 0.

Aurora Tigers Minor Atom AA 7 - Sean
Foxwell 2A, Justin Pirie 1G, Konner
McMillan 3G 1A, Branden Fennell 2A,
John MacDonald 2A, Austin Lane 1A,
Spencer Green 1G 2A, Quentin
Campbell 2A, Jack Caldwell 2G 1A .
Georgina 2.

Barrie 3
Aurora Tigers Minor Atom AA 0

Aurora Tigers Minor Atom AA 6 -
Justin Pirie 1A, Liam Coll 1G, Kyle Locke
2A, Jerryd Jensen 1A, Branden Fennell
4G, John MacDonald 1A, Quentin
Campbell 1A, Jack Caldwell 1G.
Barrie 2.

Aurora Tigers Minor Atom A 3 - Paul
Neophytou 1G, Logan Blaser 1G, Evan
Jackson 1A, Connor Cowl 1G, Scott
Kostin 1A, Lucas Pozzebon 1A.
Bradford 3.

Aurora Tigers Minor Atom AE 6 - Josh
Bell 2G, Liam Beresford 4G, Tyler
George 1A, Graham Robinson 4A.
East Gwillimbury 1.

Barrie 4 
Aurora Tigers Atom AA 1

TNT Tornados 5
Aurora Tigers Atom A 0

Aurora Tigers Atom A 4 - Hayden Trask
1G 2A, Ben Hankins 1G, Daniel Fiori 1A,
Peter Sandwell 1G, Stefan Lazzer 1A,
Kiefer McIntosh 1G 2A.
Bradford 3.

Aurora Tigers Atom AE 7 - William
Brogan 1A, Connor Moody 3G 1A,
Sammy Steenhorst 1A, Conner
McQuillan 1A, Braden Casselden 1A,
Eric Archibald 1A, Matthew Pryse 1G
2A, Colton Lee 1A, Jack Straw 1G,
Vincent Ruscica 2G, Eric Bulloch 2A,
Ryan Baskin 2A.
East Gwillimbury 2.

Aurora Tigers Minor Peewee AA 0
The Mitchell Team Redmen 0

Georgina 2
Aurora Tigers Minor Peewee AA 0

Aurora Tigers Minor Peewee A 3 - Mark
Robertson 1A, Ryan St. Germain 1G,
Sean Nishimura 1A, Carmine Bonofiglio
1A, Tyler White 1A, A.J. Killens 1G,
Daniel Delbello 1A, Rory MacNeil 1G.
Barrie 3.

Aurora Tigers Minor Peewee A 7 - Ryan
St. Germain 1G 3A, Sean Nishimura 1A,
Alex Woodward 1G 1A, Kyle Spicer 1G, 3A,
A.J. Killens 1A, Daniel Whitley 1G 1A, Chris
Youtoff 1A, Rory MacNeil 3G 1A.
Innisfil 3.

Aurora Tigers Minor Peewee A 4 - Ryan
St. Germain 2G, Matthew Skoulikas 1A, A.J.
Killens 1A, Daniel Whitley 2G, Daniel
Delbello 1A.
Stouffville 1.

Aurora Tigers Minor Peewee A 3 -
Matthew Skoulikas 1A, Tyler White 1G, A.J.
Killens 2A, Daniel Whitley 1G, Daniel
Delbello 1G 1A.
Bradford 1.

Barrie 6
Aurora Tigers Minor Peewee AE 1 - Dylan
Woyslaw 1G.

Aurora Tigers Minor Peewee AE 5 - Jesse
Bentolila 1G 2A, Dylan Hussey 1A, Evan
Collict 2G, Kevin Lukezic 1G, Thomas
Hagias 1A, Dylan Woyslaw 1G.
East Gwillimbury 3.

Aurora Tigers Peewee A 2 - Kyle McCreedy
1G, Chris Smith 1G, Denis Casey 1A.
East Gwillimbury 2.

Innisfil 3
Aurora Tigers Peewee A 1 - Gavin Forrest
1G, Denis Casey 1A, Michael Nonnewitz
1A.

Aurora Tigers Peewee A 4 - Kyle McCreedy
1G, Ryan Antoniel 2A, Luca Battiston 2A,
Jamie Hawkins 1A, Chris Smith 3G 1A,
Danny McConnell 1A.
Orillia 2.

Richmond Hill 2
Aurora Tigers Minor Bantam AA 1 - Oliver
Boettcher 1A, Dylan Cross 1G.

Aurora Tigers Minor Bantam AA 8 - Jeffrey
Sanderson 1G 1A, Nathan Brown 1G 1A,
Oliver Boettcher 3A, Justin Brown 1G, Dylan
Cross 2G, Derrick Hamner 1G, Shawn Clark
2A, Louis Lamanna 1G 1A, Taylor Nuttall 1G
1A, Peter Axiotis 1A. Shutout, Wesley
O'Beirne.
Georgina 0.

Aurora Tigers Minor Bantam A 7 - Tyler
Tisdale 2G, Aaron Beally 1A, Spencer Arkell
1G 2A, Matthew Semeredy 1G 1A, Max
Lerner 1G, Dillon Cappell 2G 2A, Jesse
Cappell 1A. Shutout, Ernesto Spagnuolo.
Markham 0.

Aurora Tigers Minor Bantam AE 7 - Patrick
Che 1A, Miles Curtis 1A, Johnny
Haralampopoulos 2G, Patrick Lee 1G,
Matthew Pelligrini 1G 2A, Conor Sheridan
1G, Stephen Dinallo 2G 1A.
Markham 2.

Universal Studios Canada Inc. Redmen 4
- Jonathon Harris 1G, George Letterio 1G
1A, Brock Levick 1G 1A, Andrew Nyman 2A,
Steve Simone 1G 1A. Aurora Tigers
Bantam AA 2.

Barrie 7
Aurora Tigers Bantam A 1

Aurora Tigers Minor Midget AA 6
Markham 2

TNT Tornados 9
Aurora Tigers Minor Midget A 0

East Gwillimbury 5
Aurora Tigers Minor Midget A 2 - Robert
Lee 1G, Joshua (Josh) Meron 1A, Brendan
Hamner 1G.
Aurora Tigers Minor Midget AE 2
East Gwillimbury 0
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COURSE STARTS
JANUARY 14
2 WEEKENDS

905-726-4132

www.youngdrivers.com

CRIMINAL 
DEFENCE

BAIL

WILLS,
ESTATES

REAL
ESTATE

YOUNG 
OFFENDERS

Susan E.Tucker 
Lawyer & Notary Public

905 727-7775
FAMILY 

LAW

Psychic Savana 
Love Specialist 

Past ¶Present ¶ Future 

PSpiritual Healing & Cleansing • Release from spell/bad luck 
PWalk-ins Welcome, Appointments Preferred 

Mention this ad & receive a FREE GIFT
15411 Yonge St., Aurora. 905-713-0943

Resolve all problems

Love 
Business 
Family 

Tarot Card   
Palm 

Crystal  
Readings   

Reunites 
Lovers...

even 
hopeless causes Health

Luck 

TOTAL HOME IMPROVEMENTS

905-773-8371

• COMPLETE BATHROOMS
• KITCHENS & BASEMENTS 

• REPAIRS & INSTALLATIONS
• ALL TYPES OF WORK

Reviewing Aurora’s first six months
installments, February 22
and April 15.

Council advised house-
holders to start separating
their garbage into three
streams starting in
September, 2005, in order to
divert more waste from going
to landfill. By the end of 2005
householders were still wait-
ing.

Regional transit officials
advised council members
that construction of the bus
bays along Yonge Street in
Aurora were scheduled for
completion during the year in
preparation for the start of
Viva rapid transit in the fall of
the year. It is now up and run-
ning.

Council had their first look
at the 2005 capital budget in
January amounting to $11.5
million for road reconstruc-
tion, water and sewer proj-
ects, administration technol-
ogy, leisure services and a
new fire hall.

The Economical
Development Advisory
Committee was in the
process of developing a new
logo and tagline for the town
for easy recognition on signs
and for marketing and devel-
opment. The preferred
tagline was "Our Town-Your
Future".

When it was discovered a
neighbouring municipality
had a similar tag line, the
idea was withdrawn and citi-
zens were invited to submit
tag lines with more than 50
received, resulting in council
adopting "You're in Good
Company" in May.

Council approved a bid by
Oracle Poll Research to
carry out a community sur-
vey to obtain information
about the services and pro-
grams available in Aurora as
part of the budget process at
a cost of $14,000.

By March preliminary
results indicated that 626 cit-
izens had responded and 85
per cent rated the quality of
life as good or very good with
only two per cent rating it as
poor or very poor.

Development related
themes topped the list of
issues the majority of Aurora
residents felt were most
important, followed by traffic
and road congestion, proper-
ty taxes, more recreation
centres and better communi-
cation with citizens, especial-
ly in regard to new develop-
ments.

In February council
approved a 12 per cent
salary increase for non-union
employees to be phased in
over a two-year period.

Due to problems in
recruiting and retaining staff,
council engaged a consult-
ant to carry out a salary
review resulting in the
increase.

As a result of changes in
the Municipal Act, municipal-
ities were required to amend
their fees and charges to
reflect actual cost recovery
resulting in a fee increase of
approximately five per cent
for Leisure Services to cover
increased costs of utilities
and staff.

Attendance records for

council members became an
issue of debate that started
in February and lasted off
and on during the year.

While some members of
council claimed it was a witch
hunt, it was finally agreed
that the minutes of a commit-
tee or council meeting would
either show the member as
present or absent.

Dr. G. W. Williams
Secondary School teacher
Les Kerr and two students
appeared before council to
inform members that 30 stu-
dents, five parents and four
teachers were using the
March Break to visit the
graves of Aurora soldiers
buried in the cemeteries of
Europe.

They later appeared to
show pictures and tell about
their trip.

Secrecy surrounded the
status of a replacement for
Chief Administrative Officer
Larry Allison who had
resigned the previous August
to accept a similar position in
Innisfil after 22 years with the
town including five years as
CAO.

Former Vaughan CAO
Scott Somerville was
engaged on a month-to-
month basis not to exceed
six months while a search for
a new CAO was carried out,
which had to be extended
due to unexplained delays as
all discussions were carried
out behind closed doors
without a report in public ses-
sion. Finally John Rogers,
CAO of East Gwillimbury,
was hired effective April 11.

There was more secrecy
as no answers were provided
how a developer built 12
apartment units when only
10 were approved by council
with a resultant reduction in
commercial space. A legal
opinion was obtained but that
too was kept secret.

The possibility of a merg-
er between Aurora and
Newmarket Hydro utilities
was still under consideration
by both councils in March.

Thomas Brown Architects
were engaged in March as
the project architects for the
new Fire Hall, later named
the Fred Bolsby Fire Hall,
after the late Deputy Fire
Chief, on Wellington Street
East at an estimated cost of
$1.6 million. Tenders for the
new facility were issued in
June.

In response to a survey
carried out by the
Association of Municipalities
of Ontario as to whether the
municipal term of office
should be three or four years
and if the voting age should
be lowered to 16, Aurora
council supported the 3-year
term and leaving the voting
age at 18. It was also sug-
gested the election date be
advanced from November to
September.

A public meeting was held
in March to obtain input on
the 2005 capital and operat-
ing budgets with three citi-
zens making presentations,
with one citizen pointing out
that Aurora budgets had
increased a total of 40 per
cent since 2001.

The 2004 outlook for the

2005 operating budget was
19 per cent, which council
reduced to 14.8 per cent and
then to 7.9 per cent or an
increase of $65 on the aver-
age assessed home. It was
later approved with the 7.9
per cent increase.

The previous May Hydro
One announced the capacity
of the transmission line
through Aurora would be
increased with higher towers,
which was opposed by citi-
zens and council.

In March, Hydro One can-
celled its proposal due to the
opposition, although a review
was being carried out by the
Ontario Power Authority  At
year's end, local generation
units were being advocated
with warnings of power
shortages by 2008.

After carrying out negotia-
tions for a potential merger of
Aurora and Newmarket
Hydro utilities, in March
Aurora Council abruptly
changed course and agreed
to sell Aurora Hydro to
PowerStream, which was
controlled by Markham and
Vaughan for an undisclosed
sum, later revealed as $34.5
million.

Motorists were inconve-
nienced during the summer
months as the region was in
the process of constructing a
large trunk watermain along
Wellington Street from
Berczy Street to Bathurst
Street.

The Municipal Act
requires the Treasurer of
every municipality to submit
a report annually of the
salary and expenses of
council members for the pre-
vious year.

Mayor Tim Jones
received $41,764 in remu-
neration, $7,200 in travel
allowance plus $2,430 in
other expenses plus more
than $40,000 for serving as a
regional councillor.

Members of council
received $18,322 plus
$1,000 in travel allowance. In
addition, Councillor Phyllis
Morris had other expenses of
$1,422, Councillor Wendy
Gaertner, $1,162, Councillor
Damir Vrancic, $225, and
Councillor Bill Hogg, $125.
The remaining councillors
did not claim other expenses.

An economic update for
Aurora was received in April.
Aurora had experienced a
population increase of 36 per
cent since 1991. By 2003
there were 1,100 businesses
in Aurora providing approxi-
mately 18,000 jobs, repre-
senting a 51 per cent
increase since 1991.

Since 1998 Aurora had
experienced an annual busi-
ness growth rate of three per
cent and an average employ-

ment growth rate of 11.5 per
cent, with approximately 30
per cent of the workers living
in the municipality.

In April it was learned that
the Aurora Hydro Board of
Directors refused to sign the
offer to purchase, resulting in
council meeting in a special
in camera session to replace
the board and appoint them-
selves as the new board to
complete the sale.

Also in April the Traffic
Safety Advisory Board rec-
ommended a 40 km/hr
speed limit on more streets
bringing the total number of
streets to 73 plus multi-way
stops at three intersections in
an attempt to control speed-
ing.

The 142nd St. Andrew's
College Highland Cadet
Corps celebrated its
Centenary in 2005 and coun-
cil granted the corps the
Freedom of the Town permit-
ting them the right to enter
the town at all times with
colours flying, drums beating
and bayonets fixed as long
as Aurora means the Dawn.

In May council learned
the municipality was going to
get a Wal-Mart store in a
commercial/office complex at
Highway 404 and Wellington
Street East.

Aurora has had a hidden
population living in illegal
basement apartments for
many years. Due to the
shortage of affordable hous-
ing council closed its eyes to
the problem unless there
was a complaint.

In June it became a con-
troversial issue resulting in
council appointing a coun-
cil/citizen task force to review
the issue. At year's end a
final report had not been
received.

After several attempts,
council and the Aurora Youth
Soccer Club finally agreed to
a partnership with a private
developer to construct and
operate a soccer bubble
behind the Aurora Legion,
with the town providing serv-
ices at an estimated cost of
$49,000. At year's end the
bubble was up but an official
opening had not been held.

In June, as in other years,
the use of outdoor water was
restricted in Aurora for water-
ing lawns, garden or the
washing of vehicles, side-
walks, driveways, patios or
the filling of swimming pools,
except under certain condi-
tions.

Animal control continued
to be an issue in Aurora
resulting in an Ad Hoc
Committee of interested
municipalities being estab-
lished to investigate the capi-
tal and operating costs asso-
ciated with operating a

From page 1 municipal-owned shelter.
The contract with Kennel Inn
was extended on a month-to-
month basis until the com-
mittee reported.

As a result of citizen com-
plaints, council directed staff
to formally initiate the proce-
dures to request the CNR to
eliminate train whistling at
crossings in Aurora and
authorized an expenditure of
$15,000 for the required
safety audit.

Unable to decide what to

do with the $34.5 million
received by the sale of
Aurora Hydro, council
agreed to put the money in a
Hydro Investment Fund.

Thus ended the first six
months of Aurora activity
with some issues settled,
some still pending and some
dealt with in private meetings
without disclosure to the
public.

Next week, The Auroran
will take a look at the last six
months of 2005.

ALL ESTHETICS AVAILABLE 
Hours: Mon. & Sat. Sun. 10 - 5  Tues. - Fri. 10 - 7 p.m.

905-841-9343  15570 Yonge St. Aurora

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 
Home Depot Centre Aurora

15340 Bayview Ave.Walk-ins

Welcome

Manicure/Pedicure - $35 
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USED BOOKS 
FOR SALE...

all ages, all categories
- filed by author -

R&R REVISITED, 
75 Mary Street, Unit 3, 

905-727-3300

The only used book store in Aurora!
75 Mary Street, Unit 3 

905727-3300

OPEN MON. TO SAT. 
10 A.M. - 4 P.M.

SUN. NOON - 4 P.M.

REVISITED

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 for two weeks +g.s.t., minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only). 
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or email your ad to classifieds@auroran.com  •  More than 73,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

CLASSIF IEDS

C L A S S E S  • S E M I N A R S  •  W O R K S H O P S  •  C O U R S E S

Direc tory

SWIMMING

PET SITTING IN MY HOME
- don’t cage your cat or
small dog while you are
gone. Mature, responsible
lady will pamper your pet. In
quiet country home. $15.00
day - dog; $10.00 day - cat.
905-939-7285

PET SITTING

FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICES

SWIMMING INSTRUCTION By Yvonne Cattrall, -
Masters World Record holder, 40 years’ experi-
ence, certified Red Cross Instructor. Year round,
all levels, 3-4 maximum in class. 905-841-3450

FOR SALE

NANNY WANTED

INTERNET BUY & SELL

USED BOOKS

DRYWALL & TAPING

DEATH NOTICES

HELP WANTED

905-726-9165
Commercial • Residential
WWW.GORDONLANDSCAPE.COM

GORDON 
LANDSCAPE COMPANY

SERVING AURORA 
Accepting clients 

wanting to heal from
anxiety, depression,

grief
-reasonable rates-

-flexible hours-
Luanne Jakobi 
905-726-4341

Psychotherapist

CARPET - I have sever-
al thousand yards of
new Stainmaster 
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet your
living room & hall for
$389. Price includes
carpet, pad and installa-
tion (30 square yards).
Steve 905-898-0127.

USED BOOKS -
Thousands of used
books, all ages, all cate-
gories, filed by author.
Open Mon. to Sat. 10
a.m. - 5 p.m. and start-
ing Dec 4 - Sundays
noon - 4 p.m. 75 Mary
St. Unit 3. R&R
Revisited 905-727-3300

INDOOR & OUTDOOR SERVICES

YOGA CLASSES

SPANISH LESSONSFINE ART

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish.
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033
WINDOW
CLEANERS

CLEANING
ADVANTAGE

C o m m e r c i a l  
& Residential 

WINDOW &
CARPET

CLEANING
SERVICE

Call Us at 
905717-3785 14845-6 Yonge St., 

Suite 315, Aurora, ON  L4G 6H8

www.rmfservices.com

• Lawn Maintenance 

• Aeration 

• Seeding & Sodding 

• Spring & 

Fall Clean-ups

• Snow Plowing
• Interior Plant Care
• Tree & Shrub Care 
• Hedge Trimming 
• Garden Maintenance
• Top Dressing

PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE

Phone: 905-841-6687 Cell: 905-751-6687

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

One of North America's 
largest financial 

services companies
is expanding in this area.

If you desire a dynamic career with 
excellent income potential, 

call Ruth Greaves at 

905-967-0875

FOR RENT

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    905-713-1632
Fax: 905-713-1633  Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

UPGRADES 

PLUMBING
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PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 8 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded

Call for an in-home 
consultation 

905-713-5636
Member of Aurora

Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

Sign-up
NOW for

Winter 
CLASSES

SEMINARS 

WORKSHOPS

& COURSES

A&H CONSTRUCTION & maintenance for all your
renovation needs. Drywall. Painting. Finish base-
ments. Decks. Installation of windows & doors.
Caulking and more. Free estimates. 22 yrs. of
experience since 1983. Work guaranteed.
Phone/fax 905-726-2894

CLEAN WITH CARE
experienced efficient,
thorough home clean-
ing with an added per-
sonal touch 905-727-
2353

energizing and connecting mind, body and spirit

Yoga • Yogalates • Mindful Movement
Complimentary Meditation Sessions offered

Aurora Home Studio
Small Classes • Day and evening

Experienced Certified Instructor
Cell #416-817-9402

Discount Brokerage
+ Personal Advice

= Smart Solution

Call for your "fee-for-service" information kit

Robert W. Parypa
B.Sc. (Economics), FMA, CFP
Investment Advisor
& Financial Planner

(905) 830-4305
www.robbp.com

ELECTRICAL  
Fuses to breakers.

Regular $1500 
Seasonal special $1100.

For details (call Roy) 

UPGRADES

Bus cell: 289-231-3157

Spanish to Go…
For people on the go!

 Enrich your travel
experience! 

Learn the language and enjoy 
the culture.

Competitive prices! Chela Villate
Chela@auroraspanish.com 

SSppaanniisshh
ttoo GGoo........

Workshops

Explore the Culture-

905.841.0441

Maintain - it
PLUMBING

• Repairs 
• New Installations

• Service Agreements 

416854-0523

FOR RENT 15207
Yonge St., Savile Row
Apt. Beautiful modern 2
bedroom condo. 4
appliances. Available
Dec. 1/05 $1,050 per
month. Inc. Utilities
416-907-6784

CLEANING

THE UPS STORE

professional 
home

improvements

USED BOOKSCOUNSELLING AND PSYCHOTHERAPY

OPEN
MON. TO SAT. 

10 A.M. - 4 P.M.
SUN. NOON - 4 P.M.

LEARN HOW TO 
DRAW & PAINT...

just like the Masters

• beginners to advanced
• ongoing classes

• drawing & painting techniques 
• help students prepare portfolios 

for college & art school
• no artistic experience necessary

905-726-8883
Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 

Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV.

www.wellingtongallery.com
mi.design@sympatico.ca

LEARN HOW TO 
DRAW & PAINT...

just like the Masters

• beginners to advanced
• ongoing classes

• drawing & painting techniques 
• help students prepare portfolios 

for college & art school
• no artistic experience necessary

905-726-8883
Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 

Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV.

www.wellingtongallery.com
mi.design@sympatico.ca

FLORIDA 2 BEDROOM
apt. in New Port Richey.
F u l l y  f u r n i s h e d  -
equipped. available. Oct
1/05 - April 30/06 $1175
U.S. per month 905-
717-9205

AUCTION SALE

Mari McCairns
Nisbet White
March 14, 1951 –

December 11, 2005

It is with great sadness that Dustin,
Rebecca and Jeff announce the passing
of Mari after a brief but courageous 
battle with cancer.  Please know that 
the family is at peace with this dramatic
change in our lives as we had 
the opportunity to provide for a 
compassionate release of her life.  

Mari grew up in the city of Toronto under the helpful guidance of her parents,
the late Bill and Ruby Nisbet.  Mari was predeceased by her sister Betty and was
in the arms of her brother Bob at the time of her death.  She was a graduate of
Central Commerce and studied Journalism at Humber College.  

In the fall of 1973 while traveling by ship to the Balearic Islands, Mari came
into my life.  We enjoyed several months of touring through Spain and arrived back
in Canada for Christmas. Together we shared a wonderful romance that spanned 32
fantastic years.  As a couple, we were married under an oak tree on a sunny
Muskoka day in 1978, to the tune of Scottish bagpipes. We were privileged with a
six week South Pacific honeymoon, travels all over the world; but most precious to
me, is our creation of two beautiful healthy children that have grown into fine
young adults.

We were fortunate enough to discover the passion of life. We pursued and built
our dreams with a sense of excitement that was second to none. We explored the
world!  This is perhaps what makes her passing so peaceful for us, as we remem-
ber with vivid memories, the great times enjoyed together, but it was just too short!

We wish all, especially at this time of the year, to pause for a moment and
enjoy what you have.  Say thank you, because it can change in a heart beat 
forever.

We want to acknowledge the Cancer Staff at Southlake Regional Health Centre
in Newmarket for their caring services.  We respectfully ask that if there is to be a
response of charity or generosity, that it be directed to the Southlake Regional
Health Centre Foundation in Mari’s memory.

The celebration of Mari’s life will be held on January 28, 2006 between 2:00
p.m. and 5:00 p.m. at King’s Riding Golf Club, located at 14700 Bathurst Street,
Aurora.

LIVE-OUT NANNY,
9yr. old boy 3:30-7pm,
B a y v i e w / B o r e a l i s
home, must have car,
Ben (416) 427-9216

COMPLETE MORTGAGE SERVICES
Conventional, Self-employed, Investment, Commercial
*Over 50 Lenders including Banks competing for your business

Friendly No Fee Service!*
TM ® Registered trademark of Mortgage Intelligence Inc. © copyright 2005, Mortgage Intelligence Inc., all rights reserved.  *O.A.C.          A GMAC Company

Serving Aurora
905.727.0112

HARRIS 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FREE ESTIMATES
Jeff 905-713-0325

Professional home
repairs & renovations.

Carpentry, painting, 
plastering, ceramics,

floors, windows & doorsetc.
~WE DO BASEMENTS~

INDOOR & OUTDOOR SERVICES

AUCTION SALE
FRIDAY JANUARY 9, 2006 – 6:00 p.m.

GORD ORR COMMUNITY HALL - King City
Furniture, Glass, China, Figurines, Toby Jugs, Jewelry,

Artworks, Lighting, Cameras, Military, Tools, Books, 
Coins, Stamps, Collectibles & Misc.
PREVIEW: 5:00 pm. day of Sale.

TERMS: Cash or Cheque w/Identification
AUCTIONEER: David Beasley, ICCA, CPPA 

Phone/Fax (905)727-6585
Full Details & Photos At: www.davidbeasleyauctions.com

e-mail: cbeasley@aci.on.ca

SPARKS, Lillian Rose (nee Hedhey) - Peacefully on Tuesday, December
20th, 2005. Lillian, beloved wife of the late Charles Lyle. Loving mother of
Judy and her husband John Swarbrick and the late Charles Wayne and 
his surviving wife Debbie. Granny will be lovingly remembered by 
David Sparks, Paul Sparks, Christopher Swarbrick and seven 
great-grandchildren. Lillian was a lifelong Aurora resident and lately a 
resident of the Willows Nursing Home. A heartfelt thanks to the caring staff
of the Willows Nursing Home who treated Lillian with respect, dignity and
love. A memorial service will be held at the Thompson Funeral Home, 530
Industrial Parkway South (north east corner of Yonge and Industrial
Parkway, 905-727-5421), Aurora on Saturday, January 14th 2006 at 3 p.m. 

Thompson Funeral Home 
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Want to change how you
see yourself? There’s a
better reflection waiting for
you this year and Herbal
Magic wants to help you
regain those things you
never thought you’d see
again. With Herbal Magic,
it’s not just what you lose,
it’s what you gain.

www.herbalmagic.ca
Aurora - 14799 Yonge St. • 905-751-1676
Newmarket - 17725 Yonge St. • 905-953-9148
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