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Play soccer?
Perhaps you like to play a little soccer but you don’t think you’re good enough.
If you’re looking for a very casual, low-keyed men’s soccer league, and you’re between

the ages of  25 and 55, Scott Sillcox has room for eight more players.
Games are played in Aurora every Wednesday at 7 p.m. from late May until mid-

September.
Registration is $100.
If you’re interested, call Scott at home at 905-727-5685, at work at 905-940-9229 or by e-

mail at ssillcox@ca.inter.net.

Still in town 
D-mac Furniture, which had to vacate its Yonge Street premises after 32 years, has 

landed on its feet in Aurora.
D-mac opened a new location at 155 Edward Street recently and business is 

continuing without interruption.

They celebrated Earth Day at Regency Acres Public School Friday in a big way. Students, teachers and parents were on hand
for the official opening of the Regency Acres Environmental Learning Garden. But no one could get near it because the ter-
rain was too muddy. That didn’t stop members of the Environmental Committee from continuing with an hour-long ceremo-
ny to mark the event. When operating, the garden will include an outdoor teaching area. Auroran photo by David Falconer

Chamber
needs
a loving
couple

The Aurora Chamber of
Commerce is still looking for a
couple who would like to
annouce their engagement at the
upcoming June 4 street dance.

Called Diamonds and Denim,
Dancing under the Stars, the
event is being held to celebrate
the 10th anniversary of the
World’s Longest Street Festival
on the World’s Longest Street.

Advance tickets are $10, a
bargain considering each ticket
carries five coupons, worth more
than the ticket itself.

“If you use the coupons,” said
dance and street festival chair-
person Kimberley Kerr, “you’ll
actually make money by buying
the ticket in advance.”

Entrance to the dance June 4,
without an advance ticket, is $15.

Tickets are on sale at the
Chamber office, Yonge and
Industrial Parkway South;
Oakridge Outfitters, Flipside, and
The Auroran office.

Dancing will begin at 7 p.m.,
and continue until midnight, fea-
turing the live band, The 
Maze. Brian Larter, of Larter
Advertising, has agreed to act as
master of ceremonies for the
event.

Thanks to several local busi-
nesses, great prizes will be avail-
able, including a set of diamond
earrings.

Food will be available for pur-
chase from three featured ven-
dors, Topper’s Pizza, Aw,
Shucks! and Charlie
FitzWhiskey’s Tap and Eatery.

Meanwhile, the not-to-be-for-
gotten street festival, slated for
Sunday, June 5, is ahead of last
year as far as booth reservations
are concerned.

More than 425 booths have
been booked so far, compared
with 395 for the same time last
year.

The ninth annual festival set
attendance records as more than
40,000 people took in the event,
held on Yonge Street, between
Wellington and Murray.

If you wish to book a booth,
call the Aurora Chamber of
Commerce at 905-727-7262.

Contest entries will boost image
It may be difficult to describe

all the great things about Aurora
in 300 words, but that’s the chal-
lenge facing youngsters who
participate in an upcoming con-
test.

On Saturday, June 18, Aurora
is going to celebrate itself by
holding an "Aurora Day" at
Ontario Place.

The contest will be part of that
event.

The Aurora Day Committee,
the result of an idea from
Councillor Evelyn Buck, has
arranged with Ontario Place offi-
cials for Aurora to be highlighted
in Festival Square at the Lake
Ontario Park.

As part of the day there will
be a visual arts and creative writ-
ing contest for five age groups
up to 18 years.

Contest rules will be distrib-
uted through Aurora’s schools.

Participants are required to
write up to 300 words on "What I
Love About Aurora" or create a
work of art on the same theme.

A total of 10 winners will be

selected with one creative writ-
ing submission and one visual
art submission from each of the
five categories.

Winners will be invited to
Ontario Place for Aurora Day and
will receive one free family pass
for four people, a $120 value.

They will also be honoured at
Ontario Place by Mayor Tim
Jones.

In addition the winners will be
invited to attend a private pizza
party with the mayor and receive
two pizzas a month for a year
from Topper's Pizza in Aurora,
plus two free movie passes from
the Cineplex Odeon Theatre
coming to Aurora this fall.

For those who can't get to
Ontario Place to see the winning
selections, they will be published
in a future issue of The Auroran.

Participants must be resi-
dents of Aurora and submit
entries prior to the deadline at
4:30 p.m. Friday, June 3.

Councillor Buck  told council
members last week about the
work of the committee in plan-

ning the event and the many
activities that will take place in
addition to the visual arts and
creative writing contest.

She said it would be a
Showcase for Aurora.

Councillor Ron Wallace, a
committee member, said just as
the Street Sale was planned as a
once-only event to celebrate

Yonge Street’s 200th birthday
and is now in its 10th year, it was
possible Aurora Day could devel-
op in the same way.

It’s expected that thousands
of people will visit the Aurora
area of Ontario Place that day
and will witness demonstrations,
displays and activities, all per-
taining to Aurora.
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COMING EVENTS IN AURORA

Marilyn Redvers, Sales Representative 
Residential Real Estate Services 
14799 Yonge Street, Aurora L4G 1N1

905-727-3154
www.realestateaurora.com

$499,000

Well maintained home with hardwood floors! New
roof in 2004! Spacious living/dining rooms! Eat-in
kitchen! Finished basement has separate entry,
kitchen, recreation room, 2 bedrooms & 3-pc bath!

Stunning kitchen renovation with maple cabinets &
granite counter! Many upgrades including hardwood
floors, glass block, ceramics, pot lights! Convenient
main floor office! Beautifully landscaped!

2 units with 2+1 bedrooms, and 2 units with 2 bed-
rooms! All units rented! Well maintained! Recent
improvements! Large property! Lots of parking! Close
to Wellington St., GO Train, shops and Hwy. 404!

SUPER BUNGALOW IN NORTHWEST AURORA!

SOUTHWEST AURORA! GREAT LOT!
WALK TO SCHOOLS!

Wonderful family home on oversized lot with mature trees! Lovely covered porch across back 
of house! Main floor office! Finished basement with large open-concept rec. room! Popular 
neighbourhood!

ROYAL LEPAGE

Your Community Realty

ASSOCIATE  BROKER  NETWORK

NATIONAL

CHAIRMAN'S
THE

CLUB

p r e s e n t e d  b y

$519,000

Fabulous floor plan! Gleaming hardwood floors in
entry through family room! 2-storey family room
open to kitchen! Finished walkout basement with
recreation rm! Great lot with plenty of space for pool!

POOL-SIZED LOT IN WEST AURORA!
QUIET STREET!

$429,000
GORGEOUS! FABULOUS FINISHES! 

SOUTHWEST AURORA!

$499,000

ATTENTION INVESTORS! 4-PLEX IN CENTRAL AURORA!

$299,000

CONTINUING 
Merlin’s Hollow English garden has set its open house

dates for the summer. From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day, the
garden will be open Saturdays, May 14, June 11  and July 2
and Sunday, July 10. Garden is located at 181 Centre
Crescent.

* * * *
York Region Food Network invites you to join the Aurora

Community Garden. Vegetable plots (10' x 20') are available
at no charge. Call Catherine Cook, Community Garden
Coordinator, at (905) 967-0428 or e-mail at cgcyrfn@bell-
net.ca.

* * * *
Friday nights at the Legion. Wildberry Express Jam Night.

Free admission, 8 p.m.
* * * *

On the first Wednesday of every month from 9 a.m. to
noon, a satellite constituency office for Vaughan/King/Aurora
MPP Greg Sorbara will be open in the council lounge at the
Town Hall. Call 1-877-880-6770 for information.

* * * *
Every Friday night from 8.15 to 10.15 p.m. at the Dr. G. W.

Williams Secondary School gym there will be a basketball and
volleyball drop-in for ages 14 to 18. Call 905-726-4760 for fur-
ther information.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge #148 meets the

first and third Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge
Street (south of Wellington). For more information, call 905-
830-0205.

* * * *
Masons' Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday of

each month at The Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley Street,
Aurora at 7.30 p.m. For further information contact Bob Butler
at h.butler@sympatico.ca or 905-713-3314.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday each

month at 57 Mosley Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee club at 9 a.m.,
lunch at noon. Call 905-727-3032 or 905-727-1080.

* * * *
Helping Hand: Gently used clothing for women and chil-

dren, at Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street, every
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9.30 - 11.30 a.m. Wednesdays
5.30 - 7 p.m. For more information, call 905-727-6101.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous, every Tuesday night, Trinity

Anglican Church, Victoria Street, 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Co-Dependents Anonymous, every Tuesday, Aurora
United Church, 15186 Yonge Street, Aurora. 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Towns of York Toastmasters meetings are free and open to

the general public. Meetings are held every second and fourth
Wednesday of the month, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Royal
Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway N., Aurora. For
more information see the club's web site at www.townsofy-
ork.org or phone Roy Bannon at 905-853-0859.

* * * *
Progressive Euchre every Thursday night. Aurora Legion.

7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.
* * * *

Operation Catch-Up presents free "Tutoring and
Homework Help" for ages 10 to 18 years every Tuesday and
Thursday from 6.30 to 8.30 p.m. during the regular school
year at the old Victoria Street library building. Call 905-773-
7024 for details.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women

Aurora/Newmarket welcomes new members throughout the
year for monthly meetings and special interest groups.
Contact Barb at 905-713-3587. Trinity Anglican Church,
Aurora.

MAY 5
The Aurora Public Library, with FOCUS, York Region

Learning Connections, presents “Steps To A New Career”, a
free workshop for women. 9.30 to 11.30 a.m. in the Magna
Room. Pre-register at the adult information desk or call 905-
727-9493, option 4.

MAY 6
Blood Donor Clinic at the Town Hall, 1 Municipal Drive,

from 11.30 a.m. to 2.30 p.m.
MAY 7

Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society annual plant sale at
the Aurora Public Library, 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.

MAY 8
Luncheon at Hillary House. Noon to 2 p.m. $15 per person.

Call 905-727-4015 or 905-727-8991 for reservations.
MAY 14

16th Annual Girls Incorporated auction. Tuscany Banquet
Centre, Edward Street. Admission $60 each or $110 per cou-
ple includes entertainment, dancing, appetizers and door
prizes. Reserve by calling 905-727-4897, extension 305.

* * * *
Aurora Optimists present the FabFour at the Aurora Legion

for a fundraising dance and to celebrate the club’s 20th
anniversary. Tickets on sale at Royal LePage, 14799 Yonge
Street.

* * * *
National Charity BBQ Day at M & M Meat Shop on Yonge

Street from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Music, children’s entertainment
and other activities planned. Proceeds to the Cohns and
Colitis Foundation of Canada. Further information at 905-727-
1250.

MAY 17
Devotional meeting sponsored by the Bahai’s of Aurora at

Aurora Public Library at 7.30 p.m.
MAY 25

Aurora Public Library hosts “Analyzing A Series Of

Dreams”, part 2, with Stephen Crowther, from 7.30 to 9.30
p.m. in the Lebovic Room. Registration is limited. Pre-register
at the adult information desk or call 905-727-9493, option 4.

MAY 28
"Lilac Tyme Luncheon," featuring salads and ham, with

strawberry cheesecake, will be held from 11 a.m. to 1.30 p.m.
at St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, corner of Victoria and
Mosley Streets. Event is sponsored by St. Andrew's Guild.
Tickets: $8 for adults; $4 for chldren under 12.

* * * *
The York Chamber Ensemble, with the Trinity Festival

Chorus, tackles the wonderful Dixie Dominus, by Handel, and
works by Abos and Suk in a choral concert, conducted by
Aurora's Tony Browning. Tickets for the 7:30 p.m. concert at
Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street, cost $15 or $10 for
students and seniors.

MAY 31
Aurora Public Library hosts a creative writing workshop

with Aurora author and instructor Marnie Maguire. 6.30 to 8.30
p.m. in the Marjorie Andrews Room. Registration is limited to
15. Pre-register at the adult information desk or call 905-727-
9493, option 4.

JUNE 1
Surfing and Searching - a basic overview of navigating the

internet free seminar presented by Aurora Cable Internet and
The Aurora Public Library at 7 p.m. in the Magna Room at the
library. To reserve, call 905-727-9493 or visit www.aci.on.ca.

JUNE 4
Street dance on Yonge Street between Murray and

Henderson, 7 p.m. to midnight. Advance tickets at $10 on sale
at the Aurora Chamber of Commerce, R & R Revisited, 75
Mary Street, Flipside and Oakridge Outfitters.

JUNE 5
Tenth annual World’s Longest Street Festival on the

World’s Longest Street. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Yonge Street will be
closed to vehicular traffic from Wellington to Murray.

JUNE 8
Third annual Charity Golf Classic tournament, sponsored

by Aurora’s Women’s Centre of York Region takes place at the
Briars in Jackson’s Point. To register call Golf Tournament Co-
ordinator Shelley Lundquist at 905-727-5837, extension 107.

JUNE 11
Annual Farmers’ Market opens in Temperance Street park-

ing lot near Yonge and Wellington. Every Saturday morning
until Thanksgiving.

JUNE 18
Aurora Day at Ontario Place. For further information, call

Kristen at 905-727-3123, extension 4228.
JULY 4

Baseball summer camp starts at the Aurora Leisure
Complex and offers a full-day camp experience for kids aged
5 to 14 until August 26. Campers will be divided into five age
groups and will receive baseball skills training as well as the
chance to play in a game each day.
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

gourmet to go

905-727-9561

Open Lunch & Dinner
Please call for

reservationsWater Softening, Purification,
Filtration & Sterilization Units 

Tel: (905) 727-6401 8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Make your own GIFT BASKET 

for MOTHER’S DAY 

Splendor in the Bath 15240 Yonge Street, Aurora 
905-841-SOAP Lots of parking in rear, off Temperance St.

SAVE GAS, SHOP LOCAL

*Price includes all supplies, gift basket, ribbon making and card
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FOR KIDS ONLY Friday  May 6th 2 - 4.30

Ages 6 - 12 $25 per child*
We will make soap & bath salts packaged in a great gift basket for Mom

Learn to make Soap, Bath Bombs and Bath Salts. 
Package your creations and make a beautiful gift basket 

Wednesday May 4th, 6 - 9   or  Thursday May 5th,  6 - 9 
Ages 6 - 96  $60 per person* 

Two coveted Paul Harris awards were issued
last week as the Aurora and Newmarket
Rotary Clubs joined for dinner at the
Graystones Restaurant. Chamber of
Commerce Manager, Rosalyn Gonsalves,
top left, and long-time Rotarian Luigi Scanga,
bottom left, received the honours from 
past Aurora Rotary Club president Charlie
Flynn. Some 40 people attended the 
event which featured Newmarket-Aurora
Member of Parliament Belinda Stronach 
as guest speaker.

Old library, senior centre
space goes on the market

If you belong to one
of the many non-profit
groups or organizations
in Aurora who are
searching for accommo-
dation, this may be your
opportunity.

Recently, Aurora
Council approved terms
and conditions for the
lease of 20,000 square
feet within the former
Victor ia Street Library
and the adjacent sen-
iors’ centre.

Interested par ties are
invited to submit an
“Expression of Interest”
in a sealed envelope to
the Director of Leisure
Services pr ior to 4:30
p.m., May 30.

Al l  submissions wil l
be considered, however
pr ior i ty consideration
will be given to non-prof-
i t ,  community-based
organizations within
Aurora. Existing users of
the facilities will not be
given priority and equal
consideration wil l  be
given to all groups.

The former library is a
three-storey structure
with approximately

16,000 square feet of
available lease space.

The Seniors’ Centre
is a one-storey structure
of approximately 4,000
square feet.

Applicants are asked
to indicate which loca-
tion and square footage
they prefer.

Both faci l i t ies have
l imited to no parking
available.

Anticipated occupan-
cy will be late 2005, sub-
ject to council approval.

Staff will be available
to provide tours of the
facilities May 12 from 3
to 7 p.m. for all interest-
ed applicants.

Space will be leased
at a cost of $9 per
square foot, plus cost of
utilities, estimated to be
$2 per square foot per
year and all leases will
be for a minimum of one
year and a maximum of
five years.

Al l  “Expressions of
Interest” must indicate
special requirements,
such as a kitchen, pri-
vate access, high ceil-
ings, etc.,  as well  as

preference of faci l i t ies
or location within a par-
ticular facility.

The town has identi-
f ied a l ist of proper ty
improvements required
to ensure the facilities
comply with the Ontario
Building Code.

These works will be
completed upon the exe-
cution of lease agree-
ments.

The lessee shall be
responsible for all lease-
hold improvements and
required permits.

New Home? Renovating? Decorating? We begin by listening!
CUSTOM DRAPERY • BLINDS 

SHUTTERS  
BEDDING  AND UPHOLSTERY

Creative Window DesignsTiffany’s
525 Brooker Ridge, Unit #101, Newmarket  (East side of Bayview, 1st set of lights north of Bayview and St. John’s Sdrd.)

“Affordable elegance for your home”

Building a reputation on service! YOUR DREAMS . OUR DESIGNS . YOUR REALITY

905-830-1510
Celebrating our 4th Year of Business in Newmarket, 2nd location now open in Alliston, ON.  705-435-6455Imagination • Innovation • Inspiration
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Town needs multi-year
business plan

The 2005 tax bill is in the mail,
Its arrival will bring bad news;
The future doesn't look better,

Be prepared for a fit of the blues!
- Poor Richard's Scrapbook  

As most Aurora residents are aware, council previous-
ly adopted a 2005 operating budget with a property tax
funded expenditure of $19.2 million resulting in a 7.9 per
cent increase over 2004.

Regional council approved a 2005 budget with a tax
funded expenditure of $568.1 million, up 5.3 per cent over
2004.

The impact on Aurora property owners will vary
according to property class.

The Ontario Ministry of Finance has advised munici-
palities that the Education Rate established in 2004
remain unchanged in 2005.

Now that all the pieces are in place the property tax
rate can be established for all property classes and the
tax billed prepared and distributed.

If your residential property is assessed at $250,000
you can expect to pay $2,914.94 or $128.47 more this
year than you did last year and it will be up to you to
determine if you are getting good value for your tax dol-
lars.

For commercial properties assessed at $250,000
owners must be prepared to hand over $6,833.04 or an
extra $154.24 this year.

For residential properties, the town's share is $897.58,
an increase of $65.40 over 2004 with commercial proper-
ties paying the town $1,083.38, up $78.12.

York Region takes a total of $1,277.36 of your resi-
dential tax bill, an increase of $63.07 over 2004, while
commercial property owners will contribute $1,541.77 or
$76.12 more than the previous year.

The education share of residential property taxes is
$740 in 2005 the same as 2004 and commercial taxpay-
ers will contribute $4,207.89.

One of the reasons the budget increased was that in
preparing the 2004 budget several items were deferred

until 2005 to keep the 2004 budget within reason at a 5.5
per cent increase, but projecting a 15.6 per cent increase
for 2005 and about eight per cent in 2006.

In 2003 the increase was 5.9 per cent for town opera-
tions and as Mayor Tim Jones said at the time "taxpayers
were paying a little more today so they would not have to
pay as much tomorrow", as council adopted its fourth
consecutive tax increase.

The 2002 budget included an 8.8 per cent increase
after starting out with a first draft indicating an increase of
19.8 per cent with a projected tax increase of more than
30 per cent over the next three years.

It was much the same in 2001.
The town's strategic plan includes the statement "To

maintain a well managed and fiscally responsible munic-
ipality", but sometimes you have to wonder if there's any
link between the strategic plan and council's actions.

Capital projects, such as the new recreational centre
and seniors’ centre and before that the library and the
merger of the fire department, were done more or less in
isolation without an overall plan as to the total impact on
the taxpayer.

The seniors’ centre is being financed through develop-
ment and other charges and the $1.2 million that had
been budgeted to renovate the former library.

Both the old library and the current seniors’ centre
require renovations but the money has been allocated
elsewhere, the same as the funds that were planned for
a youth centre, and will have to be found somewhere.

The town purchased land on Leslie Street for recre-
ational and industrial uses at a price much higher than its
assessed value and it's still sitting there unused, as the
town later purchased the Burnett property for the recre-
ational complex.

The worst is yet to come as the projection for 2006 is
for a 19.1 per cent increase and a 22.9 per cent increase
in 2007.

The town needs a multi-year business plan similar to
the 10-year road needs forecast so that the approval of
projects remains within the taxpayer's ability to pay and it
can't come too soon.

Letters to the Editor
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This incredible photo was taken in Aurora’s Town Park on August 12, 1925
(that’s almost 80 years ago) and it shows members of Aurora’s Orange
Lodge. We know very few people in this photo. In the back row, fourth from
the left is Roy Ellis and next to him is Lorne Ellis. Down the row is Cecil Long

and next to him is his wife Margaret.We believe the seventh man from the left
in the second row is Cecil Brown. This photo belongs to Wanda (Ellis)
Eveleigh of Cookstown who has loaned us a number of class pictures from
Church Street School, which we will present to you in the coming weeks.

City-government link a good start: reader
To the editor,

An open letter to Dick
Illingworth

Regarding the sale of
Aurora Hydro and related
matters, you say in your col-
umn (Auroran, week of
March 29) the acceptance of
a single bid for an important
asset with the complete loss
of control is a disservice to
the citizens of Aurora and is
a decision that council and
citizens will live to regret.

My view is that may be

so, but not in any way due to
the fact of a single bid; even
with multi-bids the deal
would still be a gamble for
the town, would it not?

My feeling is the sale was
either to raise money for the
support of underfunded
services or simply because
of a cost-efficiency problem
with Aurora Hydro, or both.

Any and every discus-
sion of a problem of this
nature leads inevitably to the
issue of wages and salaries
and this can be appraised
only in a broader context.

The belief that strike
action or the pledge thereof
is the only way to obtain a
decent wage suggests this
is an area desperately in
need of more attention.

It is heartening to know
there are new or proposed
measures designed to
improve Ontario-Toronto
relations and also Ontario-
federal and Quebec-federal
relations.

A new City of Toronto Act
will give Toronto more pow-
ers than any city has ever
had (Toronto Star, April 5).

This, I believe, will be a
big step in the right direc-
tion, but only if city residents
are called upon to partici-
pate - as with York Region’s
published announcement
regarding the Bathurst trunk
sewer project.

Quebec Premier Jean
Charest on the fourth of his
five principles of federalism:
the fourth principle is bal-
ance; fiscal and political bal-
ance.

Long-term balance can-
not exist in a federation if
one level of government is in

a position that diminishes
the relationship between
the two levels of govern-
ment (Star, April 6).

That’s a very good point
in my estimation, but with
limited potential.

I feel the importance of
fiscal balance (income-
outgo balance) is now
insufficiently stressed.

Fiscal balance is impor-
tant not only for govern-
ment but for all involved,
including all secondary
public services, business
enterprises, households
and all individuals on
reaching employment age.

A marked improvement
in these areas could mean
a marked and sustained
improvement in the
employment scene.

Political balance would
self-adjust.

Is this too much to hope
for?

Maybe Toronto Mayor
David Miller would care to
express his thoughts on
this.

I have a feeling of confi-
dence in this new govern-
ment-city relationship, to
the point where I now won-
der whether such a rela-
tionship would be beneficial
for not only other provinces,
but other countries.

In Russia, for example,
uprisings in three former

Soviet republics - Georgia,
Ukraine and Kyrgyzstan -
could put Russia at risk of
breakup, according to
Dmitry Medvedev,
President Vladimer Putin’s
chief of staff (Star, April 5).

My question: why the
uprisings, if not because of
the impression the central
government is not provid-
ing sufficient monetary aid
for outlying regions?

Maybe President Putin
would like to see cities
accomplishing more for
themselves.

W. John Trusler
Richmond HIll

To Cathy Vrancic,
Cathy’s Corner

I just had to share my
chuckle with you over the
last two articles you wrote.

I loved the drape hang-
ing episode - oh, how I
could relate.

I, too, will never be a
Martha Stewart!

And last week the teen
and laundry battle… a clas-
sic!

Keep up the good work; I
look forward to reading
future articles.

Patty Davidson
Aurora

Columnist
amuses her
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Like I said, I don't want Dick Illingworth's whole job -
just the "Bouquets and Brickbats" part.

And since this Sunday is Mother's Day, I can't think of
a better time for bouquets.

Of course, being a mom, I do have a slight advantage
over Dick. I know things.

Three times I got to experience expansion, and I know
all about contractions. Plus, I know that "push" is a four-
letter word.

Furthermore, as a retired card carrying member of the
diaper toting society, I know that moms deserve bouquets
for keeping a change in the strangest places, and medals
for making the change in the most unlikely places.

I know that moms are special people who do their best,
give their best, and make the best of everything.

I know this because I was raised by one of those.
So, bouquets to moms who make sacrifices, who go

without so their kids can have, who do what's right when
it isn't easy, and whose kids will never know how much it
cost.

Bouquets to moms who demand the best from their
children, even when it means poking, prodding, pleading,
and pulling teeth…and hair.

Bouquets to moms who can't remember the colour of
the fridge before it became an art gallery.

And bouquets to moms who unwittingly bought stain-
less steel fridges that froze out the art gallery.

In case you didn't know, magnets don't stick to stain-
less steel.

Bouquets to moms who taught sons to do laundry, and
daughters to cut grass, and bouquets to moms who
taught daughters to bake, and sons to pump gas.

And medals to moms who taught all of their children to
do what needs to be done.

Bouquets to moms who taught their children every-
thing they know, only to find out that their children know
everything.

Bouquets to mothers who raised obedient children;
bouquets to those who raised rebellious children.

Sometimes it's something she did, sometimes it's
something she didn't do, sometimes they grow out of it,
and sometimes they grow into it…and sometimes there's
just no figuring it out.

Bouquets to moms who have the patience of Job, and

bouquets to moms who lose their cool once in a
while…just to prove that they're human too.

Bouquets to moms who stay up all night with babies,
and bouquets to moms who stay up all night waiting for
teenagers to come home…and bouquets to moms who
stay up all night because they're used to it now.

Bouquets to moms who let their kids dress them-
selves, and bouquets to moms who catch hell when their
teenagers see the old videos and photos of the spectacle.

Bouquets to moms who sit through three-hour recitals
to watch their kids shine for three minutes, and bouquets
to moms who freeze their tootsies off at soccer, baseball
and hockey games…and riding the toboggan uphill.

Bouquets to moms who help their kids learn algebra,
trigonometry, and how to drive a car, but still can't teach
them to change a roll of toilet paper; no matter how hard
they try.

Bouquets to moms who have nursed scraped knees,
chicken pox and gastroenteritis.

And bouquets to moms whose sanity has survived
tantrums in the toy store, the cereal aisle, and just about
every store where candy is sold.

Bouquets to moms who save baby teeth and locks of
hair, who cry at graduations and cry harder at weddings,
and special bouquets to moms who still cry because their
children are far away.

Bouquets to moms who feed other people's children,
who bake cookies by the dozens, who buy popsicles by
the case because they understand, as my son once said,
"it hurts to be disincluded".

Bouquets to the chauffeur, the chef, the handyman;
bouquets to the nurse, the peacekeeper, the financial
advisor; bouquets to the breadwinner, the homemaker,
the storyteller, and very special bouquets to the soft
shoulder, the spiritual advisor and the heart and soul of
the family.

I wish all of the moms in Aurora a very, very happy
Mother's Day, and I'm getting rather attached to this bou-
quet thing…but the truth is, there are not enough bou-
quets in the world to show mom how very, very dear she
is, so why don't you just tell her?

Cathy Vrancic welcomes e-mail at:
laughingmatters@aci.on.ca

Bouquets for moms

Cathy’s 
Corner

On March 22, Aurora Council gave final consideration
to passing the Town's 2005 Operating and Capital
Budget.

The operational budget of $19,295,077 resulted in a
tax levy increase of 7.9 per cent over the 2004 budget
requirements on the Town portion of the tax dollar.

In a previous column, I described the effects of the
Region's budget, approved at $568,117,000, which result-
ed in a tax levy increase of 5.3 per cent over 2004 on the
Region’s portion of the tax dollar.

The impact to Town of Aurora property owners varies
according to property class, i.e. residential, commercial,
etc.

We received good news from the Province when they
advised us recently that the education rates for all tax
classes for their portion of this expenditure remain
unchanged for 2005 from 2004.

When you consider the accumulated Town (7.9 per
cent), Region (5.3 per cent) and education (0 per cent)
influence on their portions of the tax dollar, the actual bot-
tom line increase for residential taxes for 2005 is 4.61 per
cent for Aurora residents and the actual bottom line
increase for business taxes for 2005 is 2.32 per cent.

For residential taxes, of each dollar in taxes you pay in
2005, 30.8 cents comes to the Town to pay for town serv-
ices, 43.6 cents goes to the Region and 25.6 cents goes
to the Province for education.

In speaking to the Town's portion of your tax dollar, it
was influenced for 2005 by the following main considera-
tions:

• Staffing - earlier this year we arrived at a three-year
contract with our unionized staff which called for a wage
catch up to comparable positions in the area.

This influenced our budget in the area of 4.6 per cent.
The Town was not competitive in many positions, both

union and non-union, and this became evident by the
number of trained staff we were losing to other municipal-
ities that paid more, and in our ability to attract good peo-
ple for jobs in our Town.

• The construction costs and associated financing, as
well as the preliminary staffing of our new Leisure Service
facilities.

Based on the direction taken from the previous coun-
cil, we moved forward with the construction of a new
recreation complex, home to two rink surfaces and a 25-
metre, eight-lane swimming pool with associated learning
and play pool pods located on Wellington near Leslie.

We also have started a new seniors’ centre.
• Utility costs have had an effect on our budget this

year.
• At the Town Hall, we are moving forward with

improvements to our finance systems and staff resources
to better plan out the financial demands on the Town.

• Road reconstruction also plays a major part in all
budget deliberations with the emphasis this year directed
to the Vandorf Sideroad ($2,993,000) which comes from
both operational and capital budgets.

There are many more details regarding the budget and
numerous priorities and areas of expenditure, from a new
fire hall near the new recreation centre, to park develop-
ments, road maintenance, sidewalk construction, traffic
calming, and life cycle maintenance on existing facilities.

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

Mayor’s Report
By Tim Jones Aurora's 2005 budget

Your council has risen to the challenge for 2005 but will
remain challenged for the years ahead in trying to meet the
desires of residents and businesses while doing its best to
keep the overall tax effect to the Town within a manageable
range for services provided.

If you see something in this column that you wish to
respond to, I welcome your comments, either through
the paper, to the Town Hall by mail - Box 1000, Aurora,
Ontario, L4G 6J1 or e-mail at
tjones@town.aurora.on.ca
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By DICK ILLINGWORTH

BOUQUETS to the organizers and the more than 700
participants who took part in the 4th Annual Bob
Hartwell Runners’ Challenge. More BOUQUETS
to the weatherman for providing a perfect day for

the event.

BRICKBATS to Aurora Council for not negotiating a
seat on the board of directors of PowerStream
with the sale of Aurora Hydro, so that all control

over the affairs of this important utility has been lost. Not
only that but Aurora users get stuck with the atrocious
salaries the councillors of Markham and Vaughan set for
themselves as members of the board.

BRICKBATS to whoever is responsible for purchasing
military equipment for the Armed Forces. The
Air Force has had to replace a vital part that

holds together the tail rotor of its 15 spanking new search
and rescue helicopters. The hubs have been replaced 87
times since the military fleet began flying them in October,
2001.

BOUQUETS to Marvin Alexander and his partners in
the Orleans Restaurant and Jazz Lounge located
in an historic home on Yonge Street for bringing
jazz back to Newmarket. Featured recently was

the Brad Rose Quartet with vocalist Jo Ivens. Good food
and good music!

BRICKBATS to Mr. Justice David Watt when sentencing
Clara Da Silva for the death of her two-year-old
daughter by leaving her for 33 hours in a 35-

degree room while she danced the night away, said it was
important to denounce such reckless neglect of a child and
then sentenced her to three years. Three years for a life.
The sentence should be appealed!

BOUQUETS to 15-year-old Perry Watt of Aurora on
being selected for the Ontario developmental ski
team in preparation for the 2005-06 high-perform-
ance FIS season. The Aurora High School Grade

9 student was the top qualifier from a field of 121 at the
Ontario provincial championships.

BRICKBATS to Aurora Council for approving all kinds of
variances to the sign bylaw to satisfy the whims
of the big box store operators like Shoppers

Drug Mart, Sobey's, Zellers or Home Depot, but refusing to
grant the same for Hakim Optical. If you're big, okay, if
you're small forget it! Why have a sign bylaw if it's not fol-
lowed for all. Let's be fair! 

BOUQUETS to the 36 members of the Aurora Master
Ducks swim team who travelled to Sault Ste.
Marie to win the 2005 Ontario Masters Swimming
Championship, beating out the home team for the

win. Several individual awards were also won by club mem-
bers.

More BOUQUETS to the same club members for rais-
ing $11,000 for the Heart and Stroke Foundation
from funds raised during a recent 24-hour
marathon in Aurora.

BRICKBATS to the McGuinty Liberal government for
imposing Bill 136, Places to Grow, on munici-
palities without providing any funds for the

infrastructure required, nor the opportunity for citizens to
object to intensification and higher densities under the pro-
posal.

BOUQUETS to Lucille Sequeira and Irene Stone, mem-
bers of the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, on finishing
first and second in the Stratifield Intermediate-
Novice bridge tournament games played in

Toronto.

BRICKBATS to Aurora Hydro and Aurora Council about
being so secretive about the departure of
Hydro's chief financial officer Sharon Jamieson

in May, 2003. Council and board members met behind
closed doors and no reasons were given.

Letters to the Editor

we know you want
real service from real people.

statefarm.ca • State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
Canadian Head Office: Scarborough, Ontario

That’s State Farm®. Don’t trust just anyone
to insure your car, see me.

Peter Virtanen, CLU
220 Industrial Parkway South
Aurora, ON L4G 3V6
905.727.8400

P02032CN 04/02

For all your Auto, Home and Life insurance needs see State Farm Agent.

PETER VIRTANEN, CLU
220 Industrial Pkwy S. Unit 37 
(Across from Aurora Hydro) 

905-727-8400

That’s State Farm® Don’t trust just anyone to 
insure your car, see me.

ONUMENTS BY
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
29 Victoria Street, Aurora L4G 1R1 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

GIFTS • HOME • GARDEN

13554 Yonge Street 
A blink south of Bloomington

905-773-5553
open 7 days a week

Come in and see our new 
collection of PROM JEWELLERY 

Time will tell if hydro
decision the right one

To the editor,

There were eight of us
at the table...directly elect-
ed to make decisions.

Some councillors start-
ed with a bias towards a
merger between Aurora
and Newmarket Hydros.
Many months had been
spent working that out.

My own bias was to
stand alone. But common
sense dictated against it.
Deregulation (read privati-
zation) has opened a
whole new territory.

All the indicators have
changed and they are all
new to me.

The offer  to purchase
by PowerStream, Inc. was
a bolt from the blue...par-
don the pun.

We already knew the
value of our asset was 26
million dollars.

It had been determined
for our share of the merged
utility with Newmarket.

PowerStream's offer
was almost 36 million....a
considerable premium.

Quite enough, I think, to
require us to give it serious
consideration.

We did. We had Martin
Gross, a specialist in cor-
porate law; William
MacLean, specialist in the
electrical industry law; and
Jonathan Earling a spe-
cialist in corporate finance,
all there to answer our
questions.

We had Scott
Somerville, a veteran of
provincial finance matters
and long time CAO of the
City of Vaughan at the time
of their merger with

Markham and purchase of
Richmond Hill's hydro utili-
ty. He was on hand to give
us the benefit of his experi-
ence.

It was probably the most
serious decision Aurora
Council has ever undertak-
en...all the more because
once taken there would be
no turning back.

There was no one at the
table who did not under-
stand that.

We heard from Aurora's
corporate board, from a
delegation from
Newmarket, and from a
delegation from
PowerStream.

We spent many
hours....exhausted all of
our questions and our-
selves in the bargain.

We listened to the ques-
tions and the answers.

We listened to each
other's ideas.

We swung this way and
that.

Finally we agreed  that
in our best collective
judgement that at this time
and in our current provin-
cial environment the best
of the two options was to
sell.

We were not dazzled by
the money. We were not
dazzled by the dollars.

Though from my per-
spective and in the immor-
tal words of the scribe to
whom this letter is
addressed...36 million dol-
lars is a nice chunk of
change.

Seven of the eight voted
in favour of the sale. Time
will prove if we were right
or not.

Plans underway
for anniversary
To the editor,

On behalf of the 2005
Aurora Home Show
Committee I would like to
thank all of the exhibitors
and attendees for making
last weekend's Home Show
such a great success.

The feedback we have
received from all of you is
much appreciated and helps
to ensure that all future
shows are even more suc-
cessful!

Of course, an endeavour
like this would not be possi-

ble without a great deal of
expertise and time commit-
ment from the Committee
members, volunteers and
the Chamber staff.

Thanks for all of your
hard work!

As many of you know,
next year is the 20th
Anniversary of the Aurora
Home Show and we are
already looking forward to
planning the celebration.

See you there!

Stephen Forsey
Home Show Chairman

All we can say at this
point is we did the best
that any other eight peo-
ple in the town would have
done in the circum-
stances.

We took the best

advice available... we
spent the time.

It was our job to do and
we did it.

Evelyn Buck
Aurora

Tickets now available
“The Sound Of Music”  

Newmarket Theatre - 505 Pickering Cres.
Box Office: 905-953-5122

May 11, 12, 13 & 14 at 7.30 p.m.
May 14 & 15 at 2.00 p.m.

Vaughan City Playhouse 
1000 New Westminster, 

Box Office: 905-882-7469
May 4, 5, 6 & 7 at 7:30 p.m. 

May 7 & 8 at 2.00 p.m. 

Presents

Government of Ontario
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BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

PEIRCE ✦ McNEELY ASSOCIATES

REAL ESTATE
CIVIL & FAMILY LITIGATION

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL LAW
Wills & Estates
(905) 727-8900

Offices in Toronto and York Region (Aurora)

Round The Bend Farm

Opening Thurs. May 5th 
Just in time for Mother’s Day!

(we also do flower gift certificates)
Come and see our 

expanded greenhouse full of: 

• mixed 12" and 14" hanging baskets
• colourful flowering patio pots
• flowering terracotta planters 
• bedding plants 
• perennials 
• ready to plant container plants

Fill your own planters with our colour-
ful array of plants or bring them along and
we will fill them for you!

While you are here see our adorable 
baby animals in our farm nursery!

Brian & Sue Feddema 
16225 Jane St. 
905-727-0023

HOURS: 
Mon - Fri 9 - 6 pm,

Sat 9 - 5 pm 
CLOSED SUNDAY H
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Kettleby Rd.

Wellington St. W.
Aurora Rd.

Just around the bend on
the Aurora Rd.!

Flowers 

“I fear for the breakup of Canada”: reader 
To the editor,

RE: “Proud to be a
Liberal”: Martha (The
Auroran, April 26)

It was very interesting to

hear about Martha Hall
Findlay’s loyalty to Paul
Martin and the Liberal
party.

She has every right, and
I will be the last one to deny
her the right to follow her

corrupt party over the cliff in
the coming election.

In her letter she says she
has been “asked informally”
to cross over to the
Conservatives.

She says she declined

because she is proud to be
a Liberal.

I doubt there is any soul
in the Conservative party
who would ask her to go
against Belinda no matter
what party she is in.

The more I read the
Gomery revelations the
more I fear for the breakup
of Canada.

My uncle ran against
Paul Martin, Sr. for the liber-
al nomination in Essex
County, when his dad start-
ed out in the political arena.

My uncle lost on the third
ballot because Paul Martin
bought free beer for every-
one on Election Day. I
guess nothing has changed.

After too many years of
corrupt control in Ottawa, it
is no wonder things have
degenerated into the dan-
ger of Canada’s breakup.

There are too many
friends in and around
Ottawa of the corrupt
Liberals. There are too
many friends throwing ille-
gal money at the Liberal
Party. Power certainly cor-
rupts.

Martha says she is so
angry at what is being
revealed by the Gomery

inquiry. But not angry
enough to not jump on the
gravy train to Ottawa. Why
do lawyers want to be mem-
bers of  Parliament?
Because that is where the
big money is.

If the sheep in Toronto
follow Martin over the cliff
again, Canada is heading
for a bigger breakup than
just Quebec.

The people in Quebec
are glued to the TV on the
Gomery inquiry.

They are getting angrier
by the day as most
Canadians are. If The
Liberals get back in,
Quebec will say, “What’s the
use.” Alberta will say,
“What’s the use.” BC will
say, “What’s the use.”

If one city, like Toronto,
can control all of Canada,
please put us out of our mis-
ery and let us go.

Hugh Allen
Aurora

Hall Findlay letter “nauseating”
To the editor,

Martha Hall's "Proud to
be Liberal" pre-election let-
ter to the editor (Auroran,
April 26) has to rank as one
of the most nauseating let-
ters ever written.

Is she proud of her fellow
Liberals who have given us
the broken promise on the
GST and the grossly inef-
fective 1 billion dollar gun
registry that to quote
Deputy Prime Minister Ann

McClellan 'saves lives every
day"?

The family of Livvette
Miller might disagree.

What about Shawinigate,
or the $40 Billion rip-off of
UIC?

What about untendered
Bombardier contracts or 
the $2 billion HRDC
Boondoggle, that Liberals
have succeeded in sweep-
ing under the rug and away
from the Canadian Public
but which in reality was

another Adscam?
What about the Gomery

Inquiry and testimony which
leads right to the Office of
the former Prime Minister, a
man who Paul Martin
praised for his testimony at
Gomery?

What about a current
Prime Minister who, as a
witness at Gomery, insisted
he knew Ad Executive
Claude Boulay and his wife
only in passing, only to have
his testimony refuted by

Boulay's wife at Gomery?
What about a Prime

Minister who vows to per-
sonally fight for the Canada
Health Act against those
"Dangerous Tories" yet
whose own personal physi-
cian and long time friend is
a major player in the for-
profit private health busi-
ness in Quebec and in
direct contravention of the
Canada Health Act?

What about the despica-
ble comments of senior
counsel to Justice Minister
Irwin Cotler, Beryl Wajsman
on "Ethnics" or that of
Senior Manitoba Liberal
Organizer Chief Terrance
Nelson on Jews?

Ms Hall, rather than
quoting from the taxpayer
funded Ernscliffe (yet
another scandal) crib notes
perhaps you should do your
own research. John Taylor
did and found the facts
staggering.

Maybe you would, too!

Alan Cairns
Aurora

Martha’s comments
“reasoned, balanced”
To the editor,

Thanks to Martha Hall
Findlay for a reasoned and
balanced look at the current
fiasco in Ottawa.

Looking at the situation
both realistically and objec-
tively, it is obvious that the
people in the Liberal Party
outside of Quebec are not
inhabited by the same peo-
ple in the party conditioned

by years and years of the
corruption at all political lev-
els in Quebec.

This corruption was
understood and condoned
by Mr. Martin's predecessor,
Jean Chretien...a quintes-
sential political thug.

While Mr. Martin con-
fessed that he should have
been "more vigilant', the
reality quite simply was that
he could not and would not
be allowed to blow the whis-
tle on "da boss".

So we have a mess left
to Martin by his thuggish
p r e d e c e s s o r .
We are all angry at the
Liberals.

But have we honestly
looked at the alternative?

Can we as Canadians

really see Mr. Harper "lead-
ing" this country, let alone
his own split
Conservative/Reform/Allian
ce party?

What is the party's mis-
sion, its principles, its spe-
cific plans for all Canadians,
not only the embittered and
vindictive Westerners?

The only alternative,
albeit weakened by
Chretien, is the current
Liberal Party under Martin.

They, at least, have a
series of plans for the coun-
try, and if a decent majority
can be achieved, Mr. Martin
could very well move from
Mr. Dithers to Mr. Leader.

Richard Hunter
Aurora

Reader has
suggestion
for slogan
To the editor,

I read with great interest
Martha Hall Findlay’s letter
in The Auroran (Page 4,
April 26).

I guess she has begun
the campaign with what can
only be described as a very
large pair of rose-coloured
glasses.

Using the slogan “raising
the bar” for her alleged
campaign is pretty cheeky!

I could use many other
terms, but this is a family
newspaper.

I think a more accurate
slogan for her campaign
should be ‘BEHIND BARS”.

Martha, be prepared to
get one heck of an earful in
the real world of door to
door.

Terry Sherin
Aurora
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LEJABY   CHANTELLE    SIMONE PERELE 
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2 Orchard Heights Blvd., St. Andrew’s Shopping Centre 841-0654

Fine Lingerie, Cruise & Swimwear

D I A M O N D  T E A     S P A N X    PIEGE

“Catch 
the look”

with
Floralie C
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www.discoveryourselfcoaching.com

DISCOVER YOURSELF
COACHING

Together we can open your mind to 
possibilities and create the life you desire

Phone 
905-713-1352

E-mail 
lgalloway@sympatico.caLois M. Galloway

Personal Development Coach

Residents of the Aurora Retirement Centre on Murray Drive held a “Spring Fling & Bake Sale” recently and the
Holland River Unit of the Canadian Cancer Society is ahead $365.75 because of it. The presentation was made
Friday. Taking part in the event were, front row, left to right, Allie Waddell, Monty Dwyer, Alma Riddiford and
Elizabeth Lori. In the back row, left to right, are Edna Johnston, Janice Hodgson, president of the CCS Unit who
received the cheque, Norah Callaghan and Fran MacFadyen. Auroran photo by Ron Wallace

Budget questions still unanswered
Although Aurora’s 2005

operating budget with a
7.9 per cent increase and
the tax ratios were previ-
ously approved by council,
the debate continues.

As the bylaw to set and
levy the rates of taxation
for 2005 was included on
the agenda of the recent
council meeting, it was the
subject of a discussion
prior to the meeting.

Rebecca Beaton
reminded members of
council that at the March
27th public meeting to
obtain public input on the
budget, she had asked
several questions and had

been promised answers.
She’s still waiting for

the answers.
Councillor Phyllis

Morris suggested the
bylaw be given two read-
ings and the third reading
delayed until the informa-
tion had been provided,
but council agreed to pro-
ceed with the three read-
ings in order to issue the
tax bills.

Acting Treasurer Paul
Dillman said he had not
attended the March meet-
ing and had no knowledge
of the questions.

Treasurer Jim Carey
has not appeared at a

council meeting in several
weeks and while there are
rumours he has resigned
or is on a leave of
absence, there has been
no official announcement
as to his status.

Mayor Tim Jones

requested a copy of the
questions asked by
Beaton at the public meet-
ing and promised to pro-
vide answers but in the
meantime the budget
enacting bylaw was adopt-
ed.

POLECAT
This furry feline spent a harrowing few hours last week
perched atop this hydro pole. Apparently, it decided to
climb the pole Thursday night while chasing a squirrel.
It was rescued Friday by a staff member from Kennel
Inn Animal Control. The drama took place on Aurora’s
Johnson Road.

Klees criticizes
McGuinty ruling

Frank Klees, MPP for
Oak Ridges and an
Aurora resident, said in
the Legislature recently
he was astonished at the
"morally bankrupt judg-
ment" of Premier Dalton
McGuinty.

Klees pointed out that
McGuinty agreed to rein-
state funding for sex re-
assignment surgery
while appealing a court
ruling that would have
provided funding for IBI
therapy for autistic chil-
dren past the age of six
and refusing enzyme
replacement therapy for
Fabry patients in Ontario.

He said he was
shocked to hear the
Premier agree to provide
funding for sex change
operations if the rights
tribunal ordered him to
do so and at the same
time refuse to comply
with a Superior Court rul-
ing calling on the govern-
ment to fund treatment
for autistic children.

Klees, who has been
at the forefront of the
official opposition's call
for funding of autism
treatment and funding of
the rare but fatal Fabry
disease, characterized
the Premier's judgment

as "devoid of any sense
of human decency".

Klees said it was a
very disturbing indication
of the Premier's priori-
ties, following his actions
in cutting physiotherapy,
chiropractic and optome-
try services, and you
have to wonder what
drives his decision-
making.

• For Grades 1 through 10
• Program Based on The Ontario Curriculum
• Free Assessment

We Teach Math
For Information 
905-841-3699
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CALL FOR HOURS

220 INDUSTRIAL PKWY., S., AURORA

905r841-2832

Ceiling Fans by 
Casablanca, Canarm, Kendal 

Monte Carlo, Fanimation 

MANY IN-STORE SPECIALS MANY IN-STORE SPECIALS 

See our 1500 sq. ft. 

Lighting Show Room

Chandeliers by Murray Feiss

Plus Vanity, Floor and Table Lights 

Do you have an 
investment portfolio 

or a collection 
of what used to be 

good ideas?

Stephen Forsey CIM, FCSI, Investment Representative
JONES, GABLE & COMPANY LIMITED (Member CIPF)

905-726-9343

Aurora Councillor Nigel Kean congratulates artist
Christine Valenti Friday night after her painting of
Aurora’s “Morrison House” on Wellington Street
was selected as winner of the “Preserve Aurora”
competition, part of the annual Art Aurora show
held at the municipal building over the weekend.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Horse Show readies for its 83rd season
In spite of the growth

and urbanization of
Aurora, the Aurora Horse
Show carries on a tradi-
tion that was started in
1922 on the Hazelburn
farm of Aemilius Jarvis.

There were 22 specta-
tors in attendance.

Hazelburn farm was
located on Yonge Street,
south of the Vandorf
Sideroad, now the site of
Hazelburn estate homes.

Jarvis founded the
show to provide an oppor-
tunity for people living in
the area to gather around
the ring to watch the
schooling of horses.

In 1923 the show and
riding competitions were
moved to the Town Park
to become an annual pop-
ular event for the next 50
years.

But Aurora made news
in the horse world even
before that.

In 1904 a thorough-
bred named "Sapper"
bred in Aurora by Richard
Wells won the King's
Plate.

The Wells’ stables
were in the rear of the
buildings that used to be
located on the north side
of Wellington Street East
where a bank parking lot
is now located.

The Horse Show grew
in popularity and the local
paper wrote that while
many fairs and horse
shows were having diffi-
cult times with suburban
sprawl, the Aurora show
was expanding.

The Ladies' Section
was founded in 1935 by
Lorne Evans, and it oper-
ated from a tent. On dis-
play were quilts, hand-
woven rugs and baking
goods.

In 1936 the Ladies'
Section moved into the
Wells Street Public
School for one year and
then to the Aurora
Armouries where it
remained until 1970.

A t  t h e  1 9 6 3
Horse Show, Aurora's
Centennial Year, guest of
honour was the Hon.
Earl Rowe, Lieutenant
Governor of Ontario.

Tom Gayford riding
Blue Beau, owned by
Herb and Ruth Coad of
Aurora, won the Town of
Aurora Shield.

Blue Beau went on to
set a world jumping
record in New York City
during an International
Jump with Tom Gayford in
the saddle, clearing a
seven-foot brick wall, a
record that may still
stand.

By 1966 the Horse
Show was outgrowing the
Town Park.

The town's largest
annual event was drawing
thousands of local people
and visitors to see some
of Canada's finest horses
and riders with the 1966
event breaking all atten-
dance records.

That year, Jane
Holbrook riding "Argyle"
won the Town of Aurora
Shield and in 1967 it was
won by Jimmy Elder riding

"Pieces of Eight".
Following the 1966

show, it was suggested
the annual event be
moved to a new park for
Canada's Centennial Year
in 1967, but it remained in
the crowded Town Park.

The 1968 show was a
qualifying event for riders
and horses who would
make up Canada's
Equestrian Jumping Team
to compete in the 1968
Olympics in Mexico City.

The 1969 show was
highlighted by the
Homecoming Welcome
for Canada's Gold Medal
winning Equestrian Team.

Jim Elder, Tom Gayford
and Jim Day, Grand Prix
Jumping Champions of
the 1968 Olympics, had
been competing in the
Aurora Horse Show for
many years. The fourth
member of the Olympic
team was Dusty Miller.

The last Horse Show
to be held in the Town
Park was in 1970. It was

most appropriate that
Ontario Chief Justice
Dalton Wells was in atten-
dance to officially open
the show. Wells Street
was named for the Wells'
family, long-time Aurora
residents.

The Aurora Horse
Show, one of Canada's
great equestrian specta-
cles, marked its golden
anniversary in 1971 in a
new setting and a new
format.

The more spacious
Machell Park across from
the Community Centre,
provided vastly enlarged
and improved facilities.

The event got under-
way on the Friday night
with a midway in full oper-
ation and a dance in the
Community Centre with
the Carleton Show Band
of the Pig 'n' Whistle TV
show.

Featured on Sunday
was the first jumping
competition for the
$5,000 Rothman’s Grand

Prix of Aurora.
In 1972, more than

15,000 people jammed
into Machell Park to
watch the proceedings of
the 51st annual Aurora
Horse Show.

Crowds continued to
attend the Horse Show
with more than 10,000 at
the 1972 show.

The 1973 show
became a three-day
event. Friday evening,
when normally only the
midway operated, fea-
tured a Junior Grand Prix
with young riders chal-
lenging jumps of modified
Olympic standards.

Saturday was for the
jumpers, ponies and
heavy horses with
Sundays a day for junior
riders, commercial hors-
es and road horses.

In addition to the
17,500 attending the
three-day event, thou-
sands viewed the CBC's
first live coverage of the
event on more than 45
stations.

The 1976 edition of the
Aurora Horse Show was a
key event in selecting
Canada's equestrian
team for the Olympics
being staged in Montreal.

The 1978 show was a
five-day event, but it was
much more than just the
horse show as the ladies
division was larger and
other aspects of an agri-
cultural fair were fea-
tured.

In a break with tradi-
tion, Joyce MacMain took
over as president of the
1978 fair and show, the
first woman to do so.

But work on the horse
show was nothing new to
Joyce as she had served
on the committee for 17
years. She was the soci-
ety's first female general
secretary and later its
first woman treasurer.

The 1979 show
returned to a four-day
event, even though the

number of entries caused
concern about outgrowing
the park.

In 1985 with emphasis
on a Trillium Circuit com-
petition, the organizers of
the Horse Show hoped to
revive the fun and family
aspect that had been
missing over the past few
years.

The annual event has
changed over the years
but it still provides an
opportunity for city
dwellers to go back to
their rural roots and
recapture memories of

more quiet and peaceful
days.

It is organized and run
each year by the volun-
teer members of the
Aurora Agricultural
Society, as part of
Aurora's living heritage.

The 83rd Annual Horse
Show will be held on the
first two weekends in
June this year and will
provide Aurora residents
and visitors with an
opportunity to see the
best in horsemanship and
enjoy a family event right
here in Aurora.



WINTER BREAK CAMPJaguar Gymnastics

905 841 7598

AURORA’S 2004 BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 

Register NOW for 
MAY CLASSES AND

SUMMER CAMP

6 Vata Court, Unit 6 & 7 (off Edward) 2 blocks east of Yonge, AURORA

Parent and tot classes, recreational, special needs program, 
pre-competitive adult programs, and birthday parties

RECREATIONAL CLASSES
We are recommending our tumbling to accelerate cheerleading skills!

Private classes also available 
Please contact Everett for further details.
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Your 
Diamond 

and 
Wedding Band 

Specialist

Appraisals on Premises

A NEWMARKET TRADITION SINCE 1971
219 Main St. South Newmarket 

905-895-8057
www.knappetts.com

Flowers
by 

Terry
14799 Yonge St.

Aurora 
Telephone: 905-726-1549

email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com
www.flowersbyterry.com

If we wouldn’t take it home
why would we sell it to you? SPORTS 

Quality direct from the grower to you!

RRRReeeeaaaaddddyyyy

SSSSeeeetttt
GGGGrrrroooowwww!!!!!!!!

Opening for the season on Saturday May 7th

• Premium Quality Hanging Baskets 
(Great Mother’s Day Gift ) 

• Bedding Plants • 4” Annuals • 12” Mixed Baskets 
• More than 70 Varieties of Organic Herbs 

OUR OWN Organic Potting Soil

GREAT SERVICE   GREAT QUALITY 

CLOSE TO AURORA

Aurora Sd. Rd.

Bloomington Sd.Rd.

Stouffville Rd.

H
w

y
40

4 Woodbine Ave.

x

FREE
Columnar Basil Plant 

WITH THIS COUPON. 
GROWS 6 FEET TALL! 

12589 Woodbine Ave. (1 Km. North of Stouffville Rd.) 

905-888-0080 - OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

O’Mahony Construction LTD

Specializing in custom additions 
Check out our portfolio and references

Call Patrick @ 905-836-5966

Celebrating 20 years of quality building 
in our community 

Special Events
Draws, Prizes, Clowns 
Silent Auction 
(Final Bid 3 p.m. Sat.)
Special Prices 
Classroom & Floor Models must go!
(Ask about financing)

69 DAVIS DR. NEWMARKET 905-895-1844

7th Annual 
Anniversary 
Celebration

1st in New Location 

Wed. May 4
to 

Sat. May 7

The youth program of the Aurora Ducks Swimmers - its members shown here -  won the Ontario
Division 3 Team Championships recently at a meet held at the Etobicoke Olympium.

Skating results
Following is a list of Aurora Skating Club results from com-

petitions in Scarborough recently.

Pre-Preliminary Ladies Freeskate Group 4 - Katie Sutton,
1st.

Preliminary Ladies Freeskate Group 4 - Hailey Riggs, 8 t h ;
Group 7 - Allie Sutton, 3rd.

Junior Bronze Ladies Freeskate Group 3 - Julia Ranson,
1st.

Senior Bronze Ladies Freeskate Group 1 - Meaghan Jones,
7th; Group 2 - Emma Hayzelden, 2nd; Group 4 - Fayme
Cockshutt, 1st.

Junior Silver Ladies Freeskate Group 2 - Sarah Gray, 2nd.
Pre-Juvenile Ladies A Group 1 - Jordana Goldman, 3rd.
Pre-Juvenile Ladies A Final - Jordana Goldman, 6th.
Pre-Juvenile Men’s A Final - Alex Woodward, 2nd.
Pre-Novice Ladies Group 1 - Chelsea Kerr-Short Program,

6th; Long Program, 7th; Group 2 - Maya Goldman-Short
Program, 4th; Long Program, 5th.

Novice Ladies Group 2 - Lauren Cooper-Short Program,
6th; Long Program, 4th; Group 3 - Carolyn Armstrong-Short
Program, 4th; Long Program, 4th.

Ducks bring the title home
A total of 20 swimmers

a n d  f i v e  c o a c h e s
represented the Aurora
Ducks swimming youth
program recently at the
O n t a r i o  D i v i s i o n  3  
Team Championships in
Etobicoke and came
home winners.

B e s i d e s  t h e
Championship Banner,
the swimmers won 34 indi-
vidual medals and defeat-
ed 35 other Ontario
teams.

The bright yellow swim
suits, representing the
team’s colours, stood out
during the competition,
and were most noticable
on the winners’ podium.

"It was a huge team
effort,” coach Reg
Chappell said. “All levels

of the club and all age
groups were represented
and were part of the scor-
ing. Each member of the
coaching staff, Karen
Bonham, Kelly Hughes,
Adam Porteous and Yorick
Tong put swimmers on the
team and were as one as
they coached throughout

the championships."
The club is growing

and getting stronger and
with the new Aurora pool
opening next season,
there will be additional
programs, more swimmers
and the team will increase
in strength, Chappell
noted.
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Patrick M. Gaffney
Now practicing all aspects of Family Law 
including custody, access, support, property 
division, divorce and child protection matters.
Practitioner of Collaborative Family Law - a
client controlled, lawyer assisted, out-of-court
process focused on achieving mutually 
acceptable solutions for separating families. 

• 1/2 hour free consultation
• accepting Legal Aid 

#205 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023   pmgaffney@bellnet.ca

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Watson’s Family 
Karate School

40 Engelhard Dr., Unit #9
Aurora 905-727-7144

TRIAL PROGRAM

www.watsonsfamilykarate.com

• 18 Years’ Experience
• Presidents Award 

Beverley E. Varcoe 
• Associate Broker
• Certified Real Estate Specialist 
• Market Value Appraiser - Residential

(905) 727-3154
Free Market Evaluation 
Buyer & Seller Reports 

Highly qualified to handle your real estate needs.

COURSE STARTS 
MAY 28

Saturday & Sunday 
2 weekends

905-726-4132

www.youngdrivers.com

Manicure/Pedicure - $35 

Parafin Treatment for your hands

ALL ESTHETICS AVAILABLE 
Hours: Mon. & Sat. Sun. 10 - 5  Tues. - Fri. 10 - 7 p.m.

RECEIVE A FREE

905-841-9343  15570 Yonge St. Aurora

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 
Home Depot Centre Aurora

15340 Bayview Ave.Walk-ins 

Welcome

\
Many categories of product available:

PARTY SUPPLIES, LOOT BAGS, FASHION ACCESSORIES,
STATIONERY, KITCHEN, HOUSEWARES, HARDWARE, GIFT WRAP,

GIFT BAGS, ARTS & CRAFTS, CARDS, TOYS, CANDLES,
CHILDREN’S BOOKS AND MUCH MORE! 

Conveniently located in The Aurora Centre,15420 Bayview Ave.
(North of Wellington in the Sobey’s/Zellers Plaza beside Scotiabank)

905-727-1114

BAYVIEW DOLLAR MART

A TOSHIBA 20” 
Flat Screen TelevisionWIN

One ballot per customer with $25 purchase before tax.

DRAW 
will take place 

Fri. May 27

Beacon Hall

Community thrives
deep in the forest
As you drive south on

Bayview Avenue below the
Vandorf Sideroad you can't
help but notice a roadway
leading through the trees
on the right with a gate-
house at the entrance.

Palace? Mansion?
Disneyworld?

Actually, it’s the site of
the Beacon Hall Golf and
Residential Club of Aurora
and the first application for
development was submit-
ted in early 1984 for the
former 193-acre Toronto
and North York Hunt Club
property.

It was revised in
December that year with
the addition of the 84-acre
Teasdale property and
when complete became
one of the area’s first
“gated” communities.

The application includ-
ed a championship calibre
18-hole golf course with
practice facilities, club-
house with recreation facil-
ities and an outdoor pool,
42 condominium owner-
ship townhouse resi-
dences, six one-acre
estate-type single family
lots, 19 condominium own-
ership apartments, a visi-
tors building with six guest
suites and hiking and
cross-country ski trails.

Some palace.
The townhouse units

are arranged in clusters of
three to six units, located
in wooded areas within the
golf course, but buffered by
trees. Guest suites and
apartments are located
adjacent to the clubhouse.

The former Hunt Club
property consisted of open
grassed areas on the west
half of the property, with
reforestation and natural
growth woodlot on the
remainder of the lands.

The property was
bounded by the Aurora
Cemetery and the

Hazelburn Estates to the
north and the Wycliffe
Estates residential devel-
opment to the south.

The only buildings on
the property were at the
west end and consisted of
old frame structures, used
by the Hunt Club, which
were demolished.

The Teasdale property
fronted on the Vandorf
Sideroad and consisted
mainly of open grassed
areas with an existing
farmhouse.

As neither municipal
water nor a sanitary sewer
system was available,
arrangements were made
for on-site servicing with
drilled wells and septic
systems, with tile beds,
designed to meet the town
standards.

Road maintenance and
snow removal were con-
tracted to private compa-
nies.

In addition, a separate
irrigation system was pro-
vided for the golf course.

The irrigation system
and storage pond was also
made available for fire
fighting requirements for
the development.

The buildings were
designed to create the feel-
ing of a cohesive village,
responsive to the topogra-
phy of the site and largely
located in existing forest.

The 45 condominium
dwellings are approximate-
ly 2,600 square foot, two-
storey units with spacious
foyer, living room, separate
dining room, kitchen,
breakfast area, master
bedroom with sitting and
dressing areas, sunbathing
deck and a guest bedroom
or den.

Adjacent to the living
room is a large, stone-
paved terrace, positioned
to allow residents an enjoy-
ment of the trees and an

outlook to the golf course.
The clubhouse is a two-

storey square structure of
approximately 16,000
square feet with a spa-
cious foyer.

The upper level con-
tains a lounge and dining
facilities with floor to ceil-
ing windows to take full
advantage of the view in
every direction.

Conveniently attached
to the clubhouse is a two-
storey structure of approx-
imately 42,000 square feet
containing 18 condomini-
um apartments of about
1,500 square feet each
and six hotel-type suites,
of about 500 square feet
each.

Across the country
gated communities appear
to come in two categories;
a retirement or adult
lifestyle community popu-
lated by an older age
group, and single family
developments where secu-
rity and image are impor-
tant like Beacon Hall Golf
Club.

It is reported that many
of the families living at
Beacon Hall are away a
good part of the year and
their homes contain many
items worth stealing. In a
gated community they feel
more secure.

While some sociolo-
gists and urban planners
claim that gated communi-
ties are elitist, others con-
tend some gated commu-
nities help to maintain the
vibrancy of inner cities.

A second entrance to
the facility is located on
the Vandorf Sideroad near
Timberlane Athletic Club.

TA production impresses
If you believe Prime

Minister Paul Martin has trou-
bles with a minority govern-
ment and the sponsorship
scandal or Ontario Premier
Dalton McGuinty with his bro-
ken promises, their troubles
pale to those of British MP
Richard Willey.

His problems compound
throughout the play "Out of
Order" which opened Friday
at Theatre Aurora.

Played by Don Colucci,
Willey is a junior minister and
rising star in Margaret
Thatcher's Conservative gov-
ernment.

He attempts to have an
affair with one of the secre-
taries of the Leader of the
Opposition in Suite 648 of the
Westminster Hotel in
London.

What was meant to be a
well-planned private ren-
dezvous soon became "out
of order" with a bumbling
room service waiter, always
with his hand out, a suspi-
cious hotel manager and a
nosy chambermaid.

Then there was the
"body". When the drapes
covering a picture window
opened, there was a man's
body pinned at the shoul-
ders.

Willey panics as he can
see his promising career
ruined if he's caught in a
scandal. He phones his exec-
utive assistant and tells him
to get over to the hotel imme-
diately.

When George Pigden
arrives, they drag the body to
the closet and leave it there in
a standing condition. Willey
then arranges for George to
rent the next-door suite.

George is told to take the
body back out the window to
the adjoining suite until they
can figure out what to do with
it.

Things start to get inter-
esting when Ronnie, the sec-
retary's macho husband
arrives looking for his wife.He
had been suspicious of her
actions and hired a private
detective to follow her and he
knew she was in the hotel.

Then Pamela, Willey's
wife, arrives and later Miss
Foster, Pigden's secretary,
shows up.

Their comings and goings
through the window, which
often closes with a loud
bang, cause things to get not
only out of order but out of
control.

"Out of Order" is a typical
farce/comedy by Ray
Cooney who is a master in
writing witty lines, impossible
situations, assumed identi-
ties, and a thousand laughs.

Colucci plays the difficult
role of Richard Willey in a
most capable and believable
manner. A newcomer to

Theatre Aurora, he has had
considerable stage experi-
ence with other community
theatrical groups, especially
in Georgetown.

He is on stage most of the
time with a plethora of lines
and always in control of the
situation, even when he's
telling lies and making excus-
es.

Tammie Van Dyk is the
secretary and she is always
on the move from hiding in
the bedroom, the closet or
anywhere to escape her
angry husband, played by
Steve Birtles, with his spiked
hair and macho dress.

Jeff Naworynski plays the
harried George Pigden and
has the difficult role of having
to fit in a variety of situations
in order to try to protect his
MP.

Travis Montague is the
body and plays the role to
perfection as he is dragged
here and there, left standing

hidden in the closet or other
places. He returns to life but
has difficulty remembering
who he is and why he's there.

Willey's wife is played by
Anna Pelc Draper and Gladys
Foster by Michele Fournier.
Eric Gordon is the hotel man-
ager and Dan Lockhart the
waiter.

L a u r i e r  C u t h b e r t
Campbell is stage manager
along with Miriam Keegan
who makes appearances as
the maid. Keegan also looks
after opening and closing the
window.

Brad Poirier directs the
play and selected a strong
cast to provide an enjoyable
evening of fun and laughter to
make one forget about the
political scandals in the real
world.

"Out Of Order" continues
May 4 to 7 and 11 to 14 with
curtain at 8 p.m. Call the box
office at 905-727-3669 for
ticket information.
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Thomas McPherson & Associates Law Firm
T: 905-727-3151 • F: 905-841-4395

Thomas B. McPhersonJohn T. Kalm

Real Estate  
Wills & Estates 
Business Law

FOR UPHOLSTERY NEEDS
CALL ROBERT DEANE

905-717-3200(day)  905-726-9744(eve)

Residential

Commercial

Marine

Daniela Pavia-Clarke 
Travel Consultant 

I would like to introduce my travel services to the Aurora community.
Call me and experience the best Travel and Prices you have ever had:

CALL ME DIRECT AT 647-280-9810 (Tor. Line) or email me 
daniela.clarke@kwtravel.com

Florida Packages from $499.00 & Flights $119.00 
Cruises from $599.00

Rome Flights from $639  London, England from $299

15699 Yonge St., Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P4

Complete Automotive Centre 
Accredited

DRIVE CLEAN & REPAIR FACILITY

WWW.AAWCARS.COM

905-751-1275

WE SERVICE ALL 
MAKES & MODELS
SALES • SERVICE 

• FINANCING
TUNE-UPS • BRAKES

• COOLING SYSTEM FLUSH

AIR 
CONDITIONING 
PERFORMANCE

CHECK
$39.95

RUMOURS AND RAMBLINGS
Looking back to Aurora’s December, 1981 

Theatre Aurora presented the musical "South Pacific"
with Marg Mason in the role of Bloody Mary and Chuck
Cino as Luther Billis.

The play was nominated for five awards and the
THEA for Best Supporting Performers went to Mason
and Cino.

Marcia Thompson won a special THEA for Best
Performance by a Newcomer in a Leading Role.

The Picture Book Corner of the Library was a happy
spot as John Lott entertained children of all ages.

He had been putting on his Christmas concert for the
kids for six or seven years. He also played a concert
every spring.

Downstairs in the Library artist R.J. Moddle exhibited
a selection of his watercolours along with the Pine Tree
Potters with their Christmas sale.

Aurora Cable TV lit up their tower on Ridge Road with
a cross of lights.

The Aurora Museum presented "Christmas Past" at
an open house at the museum in the Church Street
School.

Resthaven Nursing Home held their annual
Christmas Bazaar.

Doctor Crawford Rose visited Resthaven every
Thursday to read poetry to the residents.

At the Legion Cy Buck presented guitarist/vocalist
Bob Davies as part of his Music at the Legion series.

That was December, 1981, in Aurora.

SCIENCE WHIZ KIDS

In March, 1996, the Country Day School was the big
winner in the 26th annual York Regional Science Fair
sponsored by the York Regional Science Fair
Committee.

Ashley Whitehead and Andrea Farquhar in the senior
division at the Country Day School won a gold medal for
their Projectile Motion.

Using an elevated ramp they were able to predict the
distance a marble would travel after gaining velocity and
shooting off into the air.

Gary Sutton from Aurora High won a silver medal in
the senior division for his exhibit on Relativity and
schoolmate Hans Fischer also received a silver medal
for his display on The Physics of Violins.

Mike Ekers, also of Aurora High, won a bronze medal
for his Snow Surfer exhibit.

Country Day School and Aurora High School were
the only two schools in the region to submit entries in
the secondary division.

A silver medal went to Elissa Gellany and Rachelle
Jackowski from the junior division of the Country Day
School for their display Crystals of the Earth

CALLING THE UNICORN HOME

Not many new residents to Aurora may know that the
Shoeless Joe's Restaurant in St. Andrew's Village was
originally opened in the 1980s, as the Unicorn Pub,
operated by the famous musical group, The Irish Rovers.

Entertainment was a regular feature of the Unicorn
with a rare appearance of the Rovers.

By August, 1985, a 26-year-old guitarist, Rick
Washbrook, called the Unicorn home as he was a bit hit
with a growing number of fans in the Aurora area.

He was thrilled to be invited to join the Rovers during
an Easter concert at the pub.

His music included songs from the 60s, folk, contem-
porary tunes and some of his own material.

He played a 12-string guitar and sang.

HOME INSULATION PROBLEMS

It was back in January, 1982, when residents of a
Catherine Avenue home couldn't sell it because of urea
formaldehyde contamination when the controversial
foam was used as insulation.

They tried to contact other homeowners in the area
who might be in a similar situation.

Originally touted a few years previous as being an
appropriate material for insulating homes, the foam was
later labeled as a source of toxic gases.

People were complaining of headaches and respira-
tory problems and real estate agents admitted they had
never heard of a property insulated with urea formalde-
hyde being sold.

The federal government provided a grant to certain
residents with high levels of toxic gas released into their
homes.

But the grants were only available to less than 10 per
cent of the homeowners involved and the $5,000 maxi-
mum grant was a drop in the bucket compared to the
cost of ripping out the insulation.

MP
REPORT

By Belinda Stronach
(Newmarket-Aurora)

I spent much of last week here in Aurora as all Members
of Parliament returned to their home ridings for
Constituency Week. It was great to be back home, attend a
number of local events and meet with various clubs and
associations.

The Aurora Rotary Club invited me to speak at their com-
bined Aurora-Newmarket Rotary dinner at Graystone’s
Restaurant – the very same place the local club received its
charter 54 years ago.

The club presented Paul Harris Awards to Luigi Scanga
and Rosalyn Gonsalves for their years of dedication and
service to our community.

Luigi and his wife Maria owned and operated the Atrium
Banquet Hall on Edward Street for many years, and
Rosalyn, who wears a number of different hats, is perhaps
best known in the community as General Manager of the
Aurora Chamber of Commerce.

Thanks to President Frank Mete and all of the club mem-
bers for volunteering their time on behalf of the community.

At the Rotary Club dinner, I was asked to talk about the
current political situation in Ottawa.

It’s unfortunate but important work that needs to get
done is not being looked after because the Prime Minister
and his members are distracted by the scandal that has
engulfed the Liberal Party.

I personally find the revelations of corruption involving
taxpayer dollars to be extremely disrespectful to the hard-
working people of this community. Fortunately, we have a
strong Opposition in the House that is ready to govern and
is willing to manage the finances of the nation more respon-
sibly.

Prior to the Rotary Club dinner I had an opportunity to
visit the old Church Street School.

The Town of Aurora has done a great job in restoring the
building exterior and the Aurora Historical Society is reno-
vating the interior and expanding the operations.

When the building reopens next year, I strongly encour-
age you to drop by and visit.

I was also pleased that I was able to take in the annual
Aurora Home Show at the Aurora Community Centre.

It was great to see so many local businesses there, and
good to see that people in our community are supporting
them by buying their products and services.

Congratulations to Stephen Forsey, this year’s Home
Show Chairman, and the tireless team at the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce, who consistently help put on qual-
ity events around town.

When it comes to keeping our community safe from
crime, York Regional Police do a fantastic job.

So it was a pleasure to attend the annual York Regional
Police Appreciation Dinner last week, where a number of
York Region’s finest were honoured for their dedication and
service above and beyond the call of duty.

Since its start 13 years ago, the dinner has raised more
than $1 million for initiatives such as the Air Support Unit,
Anti-Bullying Strategies, Community Safety Village and the
“Say No to Drugs” Program.

On a final note, please let me say how fortunate we are
in this community to be served by the Southlake Regional
Health Centre.

As you may know, Southlake is one of the hospitals
under consideration as a site for a new Regional Cancer
Centre.

I have been a strong advocate of establishing a regional
centre at our hospital and have spoken with my colleagues
at all levels of government to make the cancer care centre
a reality.

I will continue to lobby at my end, and I encourage you
to make your support known – a regional cancer centre will
truly help improve the quality of life for many families in our
community who have a loved one who has been stricken by
this disease.

N ew m a r k e t - Au ro r a
Member of Parliament
Belinda Stronach was
guest speaker at a
combined Aurora-
Newmarket Rotary
Club meeting in Aurora
last week. Welcoming
her is Aurora president
Frank Mete.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer

A busy week
in the riding
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Find Out What your 
Home is Worth On-Line 

visit:

www.QuickOnlineEvaluation.com
ReMax Omega Realty (1988) Ltd.

CRIMINAL 
DEFENCE

BAIL

WILLS,
ESTATES

REAL
ESTATE

YOUNG 
OFFENDERS

Susan E.Tucker 
Lawyer & Notary Public

905 727-7775
FAMILY 

LAW

Notice of Public Meeting 
Electricity Supply to York Region - Public Consultation Launch 

 
The Ontario Power Authority (OPA) 
invites you to attend a public meeting 
on the future electricity supply to York 
Region. 
 
Background  
As part of the electricity industry’s 
long-term planning process, the north 
part of York Region was identified as 
an area where demand for electricity 
would soon exceed the capacity of 
existing facilities.  Subsequently, Hydro 
One recommended that the existing 
transmission corridor between Parkway 
Transformer Station (TS) in Markham 
and Armitage TS in Newmarket be 
upgraded to accommodate a two-circuit 
230 kilovolt transmission line.  Hydro 
One’s plan was opposed by affected 
municipalities, residents and regional 
school boards.   A criticism was that 
only transmission options were being 
considered, and generation and demand 
management options had not been 
identified.  The consultation process 
was stopped in early 2005.  
 
With the introduction of Bill 100 in the 
fall of 2004, the Ontario Power 
Authority was established.  OPA’s 
broad mandate is to conduct long-term 

integrated power system planning for 
the province of Ontario, and to contract 
for investment in new generation 
projects and conservation initiatives to 
reduce the demand-supply gap for 
electricity in the province. 
  
OPA’s specific mandate for York 
Region will be to:  
� reassess the need for electricity 

supply in the region  
� develop and analyze a broad range of 

options to fulfill the assessed need, 
including generation, transmission, 
distribution and demand 
management 

� conduct a public consultation process 
to invite public participation in the 
assessment of a range of options and 
integrated solutions  

� submit OPA recommendations to the 
Ontario Energy Board  

 
Purpose of Public Meeting 
Ontario Power Authority is seeking 
public participation and would like 
feedback on the planned public 
consultation process that allows 
stakeholders to participate.  At this 
meeting OPA will describe the process, 
answer questions and invite comments 

from those in attendance.  Please note 
that Ontario Power Authority staff do 
not have any recommendations or 
solutions selected at this time.  
 
Wednesday, May 4, 2005 
Sheraton Parkway Toronto North Hotel 
York A Room 
600 Highway 7 East  
(just west of Highway 404) 
Richmond, Hill, Ontario 
7 – 9 PM 
 
Contact Us for More Information 
For information please visit our website 
at www.powerauthority.on.ca, and click 
on Power System Planning / Projects /  
York Region Electricity Supply.  
Alternatively, a written request can be 
sent to:   
 
Ontario Power Authority 
175 Bloor Street East 
North Tower, Suite 606 
Toronto, Ontario M4W 3R8 
 
Email: yorkregion@powerauthority.on.ca
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C L A S S I F I E D S

NEED MONEY? Best
mortgage rates. Debt
c o n s o l i d a t i o n . 5
year/4.65%. Call for
quote: 416-417-8838

MONEY

MURALS PLAYFUL
WHIMSICAL to 
classical realistic.
Classically trained
artist in Florence, Italy.
Call Judy 905-726-
8883.

MURALS

DAYCARE AVAIL
T R U S T W O R T H Y
E X P E R I E N C E D
Nanny available ft/pt.
at your residence.
South end of Aurora.
Call 905-726-3364

NEED TECHNICAL
SUPPORT? Keeping
your computer network
and all its essential
components is what
we are all about.
Network design and
support services. On-
site IT professionals.
located in Aurora. and
ready to help with all
your I.T. needs. Call
Rob 905-713-3900

COMPUTER TECHFOR RENT
PRO. A1 APARTMENT
Lake view. No pets. No
smoking. Inc. Utilities
etc. $1000 per mth. #
416-564-4330

ROOM FOR RENT
Including bathroom &
kitchen. Aurora Grove. 416-
894-1141

COTTAGE FOR RENT
IN P.E.I. Three bed-
room housekeeping
cottage on south shore.
Large deck. Excellent
swim-ming area, safe
for children. $500.00
per week. Call Carolyn
905-726-1108

PET SITTING in my home
- don’t cage your cat or
small dog while you are
gone. Mature, responsible
lady will pamper your pet.
In quiet country home.
$15.00 day - dog; $10.00
day - cat. 905-939-7285

PET SITTING
M A T U R E
M A L E / F E M A L E .
With vehicle to assist
with general/variety of
light work duties.
Indoor/outdoor. S o m e
e x p e r i e n c e
required. Please call
905-773-6936. Aurora.

M A T U R E
F E M A L E / M A L E
S A L E S : Fan & light-
ing store. Minimum 
30 hours per week.
Drop off brief resumé.
Unit 3 - 220 Industrial
Pkwy. S., Hours - 
Wed - Fri 10 to 6 Sat 
10 to 5.

HELP WANTED

SALES HELP
ENERGETIC SALES
PEOPLE required for
York Region. Media 
s a l e s  e x p e r i e n c e  
p r e f e r r e d . E - m a i l :
jmac@foxy885.com

MOVING SALE Like new,
sofa, wing back chairs,
fridge, stove, dishwasher,
washer, dryer, microwave
905-841-9513

MOVING SALE
VACUUM CLEANER
LIQUIDATION new &
used vacuums from
$25 & up. First come
first served. Central
vacuum, uprights, 
c a n i s t e r s .
V a c u u m m a r t
15277 Yonge St.
Opposite Price
Choppers 

CARPET - I have sev-
eral thousand yards
of new Stainmaster 
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet
your living room & hall
for $389. Price
includes carpet, pad
and installation (30
square yards). Steve
905-898-0127.

FOR SALE

PIANO FOR SALE -
1987 Zimmerman, in
perfect
condition - have recent
appraisal done for
$7,500 will sell for
$6,000 cash. Call John
or Dale 905-773-5134

2 ADJUSTABLE
BEDS (Fold away)
Electronic Remote
control. 39” x 80”.
$2500 brand new,
each - asking $950 ea.
Call 416-907-4895

PERSIAN HANDMADE
Carpets for sale. At dis-
count prices. Call Reza
905-841-9950, 647-898-
6266

FOR LEASE
P R E S T I G I O U S
OFFICE space for
lease. Wellington St.
East at Yonge. Newly
renovated 2 offices
plus reception area.
(905) 841-6411.

P S Y C H I C  C O N -
S U L T A T I O N  read-
ing with clairvoyant
medium, call Trish.
Connect with guides,
angels and loved ones.
Healing Experience. Call
905-392-9049

PSYCHIC

FT /PT  RESIDEN-
T I A L  CLEANERS
needed immediately for
g r o w i n g
company in Aurora/
Newmar ke t  a rea .
Competitive wages
offered. Please call
SPAR-CLEAN at 905-
967-0445 and leave mes-
sage.

PART TIME HELP.
Some weekends.
Retail butcher store.
Call Bill 905-727-2288

Speed limit drops on several Aurora streets
Aurora Council has

approved more traffic con-
trols for Aurora drivers by
endorsing a recommenda-
tion from the Aurora Traffic
Safety Board that the speed
limit be reduced on certain
residential streets.

Streets listed in the
board's report include
Heathwood Heights Drive,
Haida Drive, Mark Street,
McClellan Way, Richardson
Drive and Stone Road.

The enacting bylaw,

including a total of 73 local
streets, was adopted at the
council meeting and the
lower speed limit will
become effective when
signs are posted.

After recently approving
multi-way stops at
Temperance and Kennedy
Streets, Tyler and
Temperance Streets,
McLeod Drive and Murdock

Avenue and Gurnett and
Kennedy Streets, the TSAB
rejected two other requests.

Intersections that will not
have all-way stop signs are
Richardson Drive and Lee

Gate and Kemano Road
and Banff Drive.

Council endorsed the
Board’s recommendation.

Town staff members
were asked to conduct a

parking review on
Richardson Drive and report
back to the TSAB and York
Regional Police will be
asked to enforce the posted
40km/hr speed limit.

If you fit into one of these 
categories and have not

been 
contacted by us,

Please call
905-853-4645

New to the community?
Expecting a baby
at your house?

Newly Engaged?
New Business/
Professional?

A Civic minded
Business interested 

in sponsoring 
Welcome Wagon?

Find it ...in The AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

HELP
WANTED

IN 
AURORA

AURORAN
CLASS 

ADVERTISING
Call us for 
specials 

905727-7128COTTAGE 
FOR RENTITEMS FOR SALE
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14845-6 Yonge St., 
Suite 315, Aurora, ON  L4G 6H8

www.rmfservices.com

LANDSCAPING

Ph: 905-841-6687 Cell: 905-751-6687

• Interlock Walkways, 
Patios & Driveways

• Natural Stone patios, 
Walkways & Walls

• Custom Gazebos 
and Decks 

• Landscape Designs

AURORA’S BUSINESS 
SERVICE CENTRE

• Digital Colour 
• Courier Service 
• Laminating & Binding 
• Fax Service
• We print brochures, 

flyers etc.

14845 Yonge St.
Unit 6
Aurora

905-713-1632
Fax: 905-713-1633
mbe73@mbe.ca

BUSINESS SERVICES

EXPERIENCED PER-
SON AVAILABLE for
home repairs/renova-
tions. Painting, carpen-
try, electrical, plumbing,
tiling, flooring (416)
371-2417 John.

HANDYMAN

VIDEO PRODUCTION INDOOR & OUTDOOR SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZER

Don’t be a Clutter Bug!
D-clutter to the rescue

D-clutter for spring and reclaim your space!

Professional Organizer 
Call Danielle for a free consultation 

905.713.9066
www.d-clutter.ca 

Home, Closets, Garage, Basement, Office and more

QUALITY 
FURNITURE 

BOTH WANTED 
& FOR SALE

905773-5553
13554 Yonge St.,

A blink south of
Bloomington

CONSIGNMENT
FURNITURE

CONSIGNMENT FURNITURE

HOME/GARDEN
H O M E / G A R D E N
Grass cutting, garden-
ing, eaves trough
cleaning, sod replace-
ment, tree cutting, land-
scaping, yard work,
debris removal, 
etc. Call 905-989-
0349/289-231-3157

• L A W N  C U T T I N G   S E R V I C E
•  P R O P E R T Y  C L E A N - U P S
•  P L A N T  &  T R E E  C A R E
•  G A R D E N  B E D  C A R E

• Landscaping upgrades 
and repairs  Book early!

• Seniors discount

Serving York Region
Aurora  

416-315-2693
905-751-1875

Pet-puck pick-up

Magnolia 
blu

CLEAN WITH CARE
experienced, effi-
cient, thorough home
cleaning with an
added personal touch
905-727-2353

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch

• Serving Aurora for 6 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded

Call for an in-home 
consultation 

905-713-5636
Member of Aurora

Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

CLEANING SERVICES

SERVING AURORA 
Accepting clients 

wanting to heal from
anxiety, depression,

grief
-reasonable rates-

-flexible hours-
Luanne Jakobi 
905-726-4341

Psychotherapist

COUNSELLING AND PSYCHOTHERAPY

FINANCIAL PLANNING

Understand and manage 
your grief, trauma and loss.

Experienced Registered Therapist 

Day and evening appointments 

Most insurance plans accepted 

Kathy Mather M.A., CGC

416-540-6078
Aurora Professional Counselling Centre 

567 Wellington Street West

COUNSELLING & PSYCHOTHERAPY 

www.auroracounselling.com

Effective strategies to fund your Liabilities

Robert W. Parypa
B.Sc. (Economics), FMA, CFP
Investment Advisor
& Financial Planner

(905) 830-4305
www.robbp.com

What keeps you awake?
TAX BURDENS - FINANCIAL SECURITY
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GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish.
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033

GARAGE/LAWN SALE
MAP - FREE! 

(FREE TO AURORA RESIDENTS)

Call 905-727-7128 to advertise your garage/lawn sale 
St. John’s Sideroad

S
pr

uc
e

S
t.

Aurora Heights Dr.

This garage sale locator 
map is sponsored by: 

Sean Herbinson 
ReMax Realty 

905-727-1941

W

Centre St.

Henderson Dr.

Bloomington Rd.

W
el

ls
S

t.

Metcalfe St.

MAY 7
1) Laurwood Ct. 8 - 1 
2) 11 Watkins Glen Cres. 6:30 a.m.

Items listed under Lawn Sale 
3) Bonny Meadows Street Sale 8 - 1

Rain date - May 14
4) Parkland Ct., Street Sale

905-727-7128 starting at $7/wk (min. 15 words) This section only. 905-727-7128

C L A S S E S  • S E M I N A R S  •  W O R K S H O P S  •  C O U R S E S

Directory

TUTORING

    Aurora Public  Library 

  Mornings & Evenings 
   Adults & Teens 

www.yogaforlife.ca 

905-505-1324 
Andrea Roth teaching since 1978 

LEARN HOW TO
DRAW & PAINT...
draw & paint tech-
niques, life drawing,
no artistic experi-
ence necessary.
Call Judy (905) 726-
8883

BALLROOM/LATIN DANCE

LATIN
BALLROOM 

D A N C E
classes 

in Aurora.

905-841-7529 

Shall 
We Dance

ART CLASSESMUSIC LESSONS

MUSIC LESSONS
Oak Ridges Guitar,
bass drums, voice,
piano, violin, saxo-
phone, clar inet,
t heo r y.$10 /30mi ,
$20/hr. 416-731-
7232 

Tutoring Services 
French Immersion Students, University students and Students of

French Grammar, Reading, Conversation, Dictations, 
help with Essays and Projects 

Contact:  Tanya (905) 841-5213

Knowledge rules
la connaissance, c’est la

Richesse

LEARN HOW TO DRAW & PAINT...
just like the Masters

- beginners to advanced
- ongoing classes
- help students prepare portfolios  

for college & art school
- drawing & painting techniques
- life drawing    
- no artistic experience necessary

Judy Sherman (905)726-8883 / mi.design@sympatico.ca

Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 
Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV.

ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION 
FOR AS LITTLE AS $7/wk

YOGA CLASSES FREE AD 
for Camp Guide Advertisers

Call for details: 

905-727-3300

SELLING YOUR HOME

 

Market Decor 
 

 

Thinking of selling your home?
Try proven home staging techniques to 

 prepare your home for sale and get an edge  

 in today’s competitive selling market. 
 

Call Jennifer at 416-417-3505

LAWN CARE
CUT & TRIM 

PRE-BOOK NOW

BOOK NOW FOR
SPRING CLEAN-UPS

GARDEN REMODELING & SOILS

Call Eric for a FREE estimate

905-726-9165

GORDON
LANDSCAPE COMPANY

WWW.GORDONLANDSCAPE.COM

TRIPLE
MIX
SOIL $29.99 a yard DELIVERED

Aurora Home Studio
Morning And Evening Classes

Spring Sessions Starting May 9/05
Call 905-727-3368

YOGA ✱ PILATESPILATESYOGA 

Small Classes • Day & Evening
Spring Sessions starting 

May 9th

Call: 905-726-3368

LAWN SALE MAY 7 

11 WATKINS GLEN
Cres., Aurora: Boys &
girls brand name, infant
clothing, sizes 0 - 24
months in excellent
condition, baby acces-
sories, children's toys
and miscellaneous
household items.
Baking & refreshments.
A 6:30 a.m. start!

Advertise 
your lawn 
sale items 

POTTERY SALE

Laurwood

Hollandview Tr.B
rid
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Robert 
Parypa
Financial 
Planner 

Investment
Advisor

905830-4305

P
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Indoor 
&

Outdoor 
Services 
Available 

in 
Your 
Area 



D-mac Furniture
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D-mac Furniture
...we’ve moved to 155 Edward St.

in Aurora...we’re smaller but still offer 
great service and pricing! 

D-mac can still order furniture items 
from our many suppliers...

Before you buy...call and give D-mac a try.

D-mac Furniture - meeting your home furnishing needs

FREE DELIVERY & SET-UP 
...even into cottage country...

30% TO 60% OFF

D-mac Furniture Ltd.
155 Edward St. Unit #1 
Aurora L4G 1W3 
905-727-6403
email: 
dmacfurniture@bellnet.ca
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COUSINS DR.

ROYAL RD.

DUNNING AVE.
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Fire Station

D-mac

STORE HOURS

MONDAY TO FRIDAY
9.00 am to 6.00 pm

SATURDAY 
9.00 am to 5.00 pm 

CLOSED SUNDAY 

after hours appointments 
can be arranged

3-pc Dinette 
Reg. $499 

NOW
$250

Single
Matt/Base

Reg. $269

NOW
$160

Rocker Recliner
Reg. $749

NOW
$375

Palliser 
Nite Table 

Reg. $379

NOW
$190

Palliser 
Nite Table 

Reg. $379

NOW
$190

Brentwood Sofa
Reg. $1199

NOW
$600

Winnie the Pooh
Toy Box
Reg. $99

NOW
$35

Brentwood 
Chair & Ottoman

Reg. $1399

NOW
$595

Computer Carts 
Reg. $249 

NOW
$125

3-pc Dinette 
Reg. $499 

NOW
$250

Single
Matt/Base

Reg. $269

NOW
$160

Rocker Recliner
Reg. $749

NOW
$375

Brentwood Sofa
Reg. $1199

NOW
$600

Winnie the Pooh
Toy Box
Reg. $99

NOW
$35

Brentwood 
Chair & Ottoman

Reg. $1399

NOW
$595

Computer Carts 
Reg. $249 

NOW
$125

Save Save

N
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Aurora
905-751-1676

14799 Yonge St.

Newmarket
905-953-9148

17725 Yonge St.

www.herbalmagic.ca
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