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Oops!!
Aurora’s Gail Livitsanis, owner of The Service Arts, jumped on the

bandwagon when Mayor Tim Jones announced his multi-pronged anti-
litter campaign recently.

She immediately called to volunteer, and was assigned to collect lit-
ter on the Bloomington Sideroad, between Bayview and Yonge.

“I did a great job,” she said. “I picked up every piece of litter, bagged
it and drove it to a pickup point.”

But when she got to the pickup point, and started loading her bags of
litter on the side of the road, an irate resident approached and gave her
a tongue-lashing.

He said many people had dumped garbage in front of his house and
he was miffed.

Gail explained what she was doing and said a truck would be along
to collect the bags.

“I told him I had just picked up all the litter on Bloomington Sideroad
as part of this campaign,” she said.

“Good for you,” he replied. “This is the Stouffville Sideroad.”
Ms Livitsanis thinks the Town of Richmond Hill should pay her for

helping clean up that community.
And, yes, she did drive two concessions north and clean the street

she was supposed to clean in the first place.

Aurora’s Deputy Mayor Phyllis Morris was heading to Southlake
Regional Health Centre last Monday evening, but wound up in an
Orangeville Hospital, having been taken there by ambulance.

Phyllis was a passenger in a car driven by her husband, Brian, that
was rear-ended in front of their Timpson Drive home as they were
enroute to Newmarket to participate in the official opening of Southlake’s
new building.

“We had just backed out of the driveway, I was putting my seatbelt on,
and we got hit,” she said.

She suffered whiplash and a compression fracture in the neck. Brian
has a sore neck and a minor knee injury.

Deputy Mayor hurt

A jubilant Belinda Stronach greets her supporters Monday night at DiNardo’s in Aurora 
following a federal election race that was almost too close to call.When push came to shove,
Stronach eked about a victory of about 500 votes over Liberal challenger Martha Hall Findlay.
The battle see-sawed all night long. Photo by Rob Schuetze

Car dealership would
spell end of old house

In days gone by, the intersection
of Bayview Avenue and Wellington
Street East was known as Hartman
Corners and the Hartman family
home is located on the southwest
corner.

The house is believed to be
about 150 years old.

The building was the home of
Vic Priestly until a few years ago
when it was converted to a
Montessori school.

Soon the building could be noth-
ing more than a pile of history.

An application was received at a
Public Planning meeting last week
from Aurora Toyota to relocate its

car dealership on the site, and
remove all existing buildings.

They would be replaced by a
new building of approximately
22,000 square feet in size.

A conceptual plan illustrates the
proposed extent of the site develop-
ment, including the location of the
building and associated parking
areas, to accommodate more than
300 vehicles.

The Aurora Heritage Committee
recommended council consider the
significance of the Hartman House
and recommended the town and
owner attempt to preserve and
incorporate the building in the

development of the site.
But Aurora Toyota owner John

Chapman said the house was
beyond saving.

“I have been through it, my
daughter went to school there, and
I don’t think it could be saved,” he
said.

The town also received a letter
from Jim and Robin King, who are
the owners of a residence backing
onto the site.

They were concerned about
noise, privacy and lighting.

In support of his application,
Chapman told the meeting that 

Please see page 7

Belinda Stronach has a job for
the next four years.

But only barely.
Following Monday’s Federal

election, in which Stronach battled
to victory in the new riding of
Newmarket-Aurora, the popular
blonde who made sure everyone
knew she was born and raised in
the Newmarket-Aurora area,
breathed a sigh of relief.

“I never took anything for grant-
ed,” she told The Auroran. “I ran
this race believing I was always 10
points behind.”

And, apparently, she was.
Late numbers put her only

about 500 votes ahead of Liberal
Martha Hall Findlay and with only
a few polls to be heard from, sug-
gested Stronach was the narrow
winner.

Despite that, she said, “I’m
going to keep going, and I will
continue to do so as long as 

I have the support of the 
community.

“I’m in it for the long haul,” she
told The Auroran in an exclusive
interview.

Since January, Stronach has
been running - sometimes literally
- for this political position.

She put a spark into the newly
formed Conservative Party of
Canada when she announced she
would seek the leadership.

Suddenly, the woman who was
Chief Executive Officer of Magna
International became a national
figure.

She finished a respectable
second behind Stephen Harper,
who lost out being Canada’s next
prime minister as the voters decid-
ed to stay “with the devil” they
knew Monday night, giving Paul
Martin a minority government.

That puts Belinda in the back

Please see page 7 

Stronach wins riding-barely

* While supplies last Hours: M-F 10 am - 9 pm, Sat. 9:30 am - 6 pm, Sun. 11 am - 5 pm

15543 YONGE STREET 
AURORA 
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COMING EVENTS IN AURORA
CONTINUING 

Masons’ Rising Sun Lodge meets the first
Thursday of each month at The Rising Sun Temple,
57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7:30. For further infor-
mation contact Bob Butler at h.butler@sympatico.ca
or 905-713-3314.

* * * *
Entrepreneurs. Network marketing is available in

Aurora. Aurora-Business.com meets Wednesdays at
7.15 a.m. Group meets at Timberlane on Vandorf
Sideroad east of Yonge. Contact John Patterson at
905-727-1941.

* * * *
Helping Hands: Gently used clothing for women

and children, at Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria
Street, every Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9.30 -
11.30 a.m. For more information, call 905-727-6101.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous, every Tuesday night,

Trinity Anglican Church, Victoria Street, 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Queen’s York Rangers Army Cadet Corps camp-
ing, canoeing, first aid, orienteering in two to six
week camps for males & females 12 to 18. Call 905-
726-8600.

* * * *
Co-Dependents Anonymous, every Tuesday,

Aurora United Church, 15186 Yonge Street, Aurora.
7.30 p.m.

JUNE 30
Dance In The Park (Canada Day celebrations),

7 p.m. to midnight, Town Park. Features music by
the Fab Four, a tribute to the Beatles.

JULY 1
Canada Day celebrations continue. Aurora

Leisure Complex. Canada Day parade begins at 10
a.m. from St. Andrewís Shopping Centre.

JULY 2
Hot Spot celebrates Canada Day with a Prize

Night at 7:30 p.m. in the Lions Hall.
JULY 3

Merlin’s Hollow Gardens Open House. 10 a.m. -
5 p.m. 181 Centre Crescent. North of Centre Street,
east of the railway tracks.

JULY 6
Hike north Aurora parks and the Nokiidaa Trail.

9 km, slow pace, 3 1/2 hours. Meet at the car park
on Yonge St. adjoining Aurora United Church, one
block S of Wellington St. For further information, call
Stan Butcher 905-773-3960.

JULY 7
Concert In The Park: The Robert Davis

Snapping Toes Family Music Show. Town Park, 7-9
p.m. weather permitting.

* * * *
Aurora Seniors head to the Orillia Opera House

with lunch at the Ossawippi Express and shopping
at the Mariposa Market. Cost is $69 for members
and $74 for non-members. Phone 905-727-2816 to
reserve.

JULY 11
Merlinís Hollow Gardens Open House. 10 a.m. -

5 p.m. 181 Centre Crescent. North of Centre Street,
east of the railway tracks.

* * * *
Garden Tour, hosted by the Aurora Garden and

Horticultural Society. Visit nine gardens between
noon and 5 p.m., including a zen retreat, a
Trumpeter Swan habitat and traditional perennial
gardents. Tickets, at $10, available at Black Forest
Nurseries, Flowers By Terry, and Mary’s Flower
Shop.

JULY 14
Concert In The Park: The Toronto All-Star Big

Band. Town Park. 7-9 p.m. weather permitting.
JULY 14 and 21

Enjoy tea on the verandah of Hillary House with
family and friends from 2 to 4 p.m. The cost is $5
which includes a tour of the house. No reservations
required. If the weather doesn’t cooperate tea will be
served in the ballroom. Also on August 11 and 18.

JULY 21
Concert In The Park: Chicago Tribute Band.

Town Park. 7-9 p.m. weather permitting.
JULY 27

Seniors visit the historic village of Port Perry, the
Great Blue Heron Casino and then cruise Lake
Scugog. Call 905-727-2816 to register.

JULY 28
Concert In The Park: Dick Smith and Syncona.

Town Park. 7-9 p.m. weather permitting.
AUGUST 4

Concert In The Park: Erick Traplin, childrenís
entertainer. Town Park 7-9 p.m. weather permitting.

AUGUST 11
Concert In The Park: Bennie & The Jets. Town

Park 7-9 p.m. weather permitting.
AUGUST 16

Aurora Seniors visit Roy Thompson Hall for the

16th Annual Royal Bank Seniors’ Jubilee Concert.
Cost is $64 for members, $69 for non-members. Call
905-727-2816 to reserve.

SEPTEMBER 8-16
It’s an East Coast Adventure for Aurora Seniors

where they visit interesting sites in Halifax,
Lunenburg, Peggy’s Cove, Cabot Trail and the Bay
of Fundy. Call the Seniors Centre for details at 905-
727-2816.

OCTOBER 20
Aurora Seniors head to the Stratford Festival to

see the Cole Porter musical “Anything Goes”. Lunch
at the Walper Terrace Hotel. Depart the Aurora
Community Centre at 9 a.m. returning about 6:30
p.m. Cost is $93 for members, $98 for non-mem-
bers. Call 905-727-2816 to reserve.

OCTOBER 21
Plans are underway at the Aurora Chamber of

Commerce for the “Celebrating Business
Excellence in Aurora” Awards. Nominate the
Business Person of the Year, Extraordinary
Business Achievement, Innovation, New Venture
and Young Entrepreneur.

- With files from Info Aurora

Marilyn Redvers

Top 1% in Canada
- 12 yrs.

“Proud to be 
living and working 

in Aurora”

Associate Broker Network

Call
905 727-3154
14799 Yonge Street, Aurora

HOME OF THE WEEK

$479,000

aurora

Other GREAT HOMES
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1155  YYEEAARRSS

$329,000

TERRIFIC SPACE IN THIS SOLID HOME
ON LARGE LOT!

Deceiving from the street, this is a spacious 4
bedroom home! Main floor family room! Finished
basement with rec. rm. & den with fireplace!
Beautiful 59’ x 140’ private lot, backing to green-
belt!

$269,900

WONDERFUL FAMILY HOME BACKING TO TREED RAVINE!
This immaculate home in southwest Aurora has a private, pool-sized lot! Many extras including 
hardwood floors & more! Huge kitchen! Prof. finished basement has pool/games room, bar, sauna &
office!

STUNNING SEMI IN EAST AURORA
JUST MOVE IN!

They don’t get better than this! Super kitchen with
double pantry! Main floor laundry! Gorgeous
ceramic floors! Fabulous family room with gas
fireplace & cathedral ceiling! Beautifully land-
scaped!

STUNNING HOME IN ST. ANDREW’S 
ON THE HILL 

Fabulous home with dark hardwood floors, cornice
mouldings, huge white kitchen & finished base-
ment...immaculate & beautifully decorated!
Wonderful private lot with waterfall, pond, covered
patio, perennial gardens & trees!

$749,000

$1300/MONTH FOR RENT! MAIN FLOOR!
CLOSE TO ALL AMENITIES!

Terrific ground floor of semi-detached bungalow!
Renovated kitchen! Open concept living/dining
rms.! Quiet street in south Aurora! Rent includes
utilities!! Available July 1/04!

Phone (905) 727-7048

email: decoratingworks@aci.on.ca

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Inc.

FREE ESTIMATES FINANCING AVAILABLE

50% OFF

PATIO DOORS
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July & August
Graystones Greek Salad

Chicken-Vegetables Stir Fry
OR

Salisbury Steak with
mushroom sauce

OR

Crisp Fried Shrimps
with red linguine 

OR

Schnitzel on Focaccia
with fries

Lemon & Raspberry Sorbet

$19.95 
plus taxes

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 5-8 pm
(In-House Only)

St. Andrews Golf Week for Four
April 24 to April 30, 2005

St. Andrews Golf Week for Four

SECOND to TENTH PRIZE:
Foursome with Carts to Play St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club in Aurora.
Value:  $459 each

You c
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W
INYou c

an

W
IN

TICKETS:  $100 each
only 1,000 tickets printed

Tickets available until August 31st, 2004

License: M418669

Email: general@bbbsy.ca
Phone: 905-727-1251

Draw:  Sept. 2/04 at 3:00pm 
on Our Town on Aurora Cable

and televised Sept. 6/04 at 7:30pm.

Proceeds to: Winners will be expected to carry with them

a current handicap certificate and a letter

of introduction from their home club.

Handicap limit is Gentlemen 24, Ladies 36

FIRST PRIZE:
Golf package for four including:
  6 Nights accommodation at the Old Course Hotel Golf Resort
        in St Andrews Scotland
  5 Rounds of golf in St. Andrews, including the Old Course
  Full Scottish Breakfast daily,  4 Dinners in the hotel
  Return Airfare to Scotland, from Toronto
  Airport Transfers in Scotland, plus a total of $500 in cash
Value:  $22,417

Great gift idea for
Anniversary, Birthday...

A foursome might want to
share a ticket at $25 each

Thomas McPherson & Associates 
Law Firm

T: 905-727-3151 • F: 905-841-4395

Thomas B. McPherson
Colin A. Brown 
John T. Kalm

July 5/04

905-751-167614799 Yonge St.
Aurora

* Based on full program 
excludes product.

ALL - IN - ONE

Mortgage for a Rainy

& Sunny Day
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Debbie Matthews 
2 Orchard Heights Blvd. Aurora, 

Telephone: (905) 727-3686

NATIONAL 
BANK 
OF CANADA
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AT PRIME

Hydro opposition
continues to grow

At the recent public
meeting regarding Hydro
One's proposal for a
replacement transmission
line from Markham to
Newmarket through East
Aurora, resident Jennifer
Cooper, of the Aurora STOP
(Stop Transmission Lines
Over People) committee,
made a strong presentation

on behalf of residents
regarding lack of communi-
cation, health and fiscal
impact concerns.

She was back before
council during Open Forum
last week to repeat her con-
cerns. She told councillors
that 1,200 concerned citi-
zens had registered on
STOP's website.

They were concerned
about the lack of considera-
tion by Hydro One of the
impact of the higher voltage
line on residents, the need
for improved communica-
tions by Hydro One and
Aurora Council, health haz-
ards and the potential
decrease in property values.

She pointed out that the
York District Catholic School
Board had engaged a con-
sultant to study the potential
effect on the health of chil-
dren by the electromagnetic
fields (EMS) but that Hydro
One had shown no concern.

She noted that 10 years
before Mayor Tim Jones had
told a group of new resi-
dents who had purchased
homes adjacent to the
transmission line that the
line would be buried.

She asked that council
oppose the Hydro One pro-
posal, as had been done by
Markham Council, the
Catholic School Board and
the region's planning com-
mittee at a July 13th meet-
ing.

Mayor Tim Jones replied
that Aurora Council would
deal with the issue following
a June 29th meeting with
Hydro One arranged by
Aurora Hydro.

He explained that due to

the short notice of the previ-
ous public meeting, mem-
bers of council had prior
commitments and were
unable to attend.

He assured Cooper and
the residents in attendance
that council would make its
decision following the June
29th meeting.

Results of that meeting
were too late for the
Auroran’s press deadline,
and will be reported next
week.

If you fit into one of these 
categories and have not

been 
contacted by us,

Please call
905-853-4645

New to the community?
Expecting a baby
at your house?

Newly Engaged?
New Business/
Professional?

A Civic minded
Business interested 

in sponsoring 
Welcome Wagon?

Laden with trophies,
Aurora  Counc i l lo r
Nigel Kean and his
bowling team did very
well as honours were
handed out last week
by Big Brothers Big
Sisters of York. Known
as Nigel Kean and
friends, his crew won
the High Roller Trophy,
as the squad raised
more than $400 a per-
son; and they also won
the Most Improved
Fund-raising Award by
a team. For BBBS, the
bowling tournament is
one of the group’s
major annual fundrais-
ers in the Region.

Auroran photo 
by Ron Wallace
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Openness at council is essential,
The public has a right to know;

Why and how the money is spent,
And where they find the dough!

- Poor Richard's Scrapbook 

At the end of almost every council meeting members
retreat into the back room to discuss what is listed on
the agenda as a personnel or a property matter, with-
out providing any details, which should be compulsory.

Almost every issue involves people or property to
some extent, so there is always a question as to the
need for a private or “in camera” session.

The basic reason for supporting open meetings at
the local level was to foster and promote values con-
sidered essential to the democratic process.

If electors are to select their leaders intelligently,
evaluate decisions and judge the decision-makers,
they must have correct information and see and hear
how they respond to policy initiatives shaping the com-
munity and this can't be done when decisions are
made behind closed doors.

To become knowledgeable and involved, citizens
need access to the same information as the decision-
makers have before the decisions are made.

The public should be aware of the considerations
upon which council members make their decisions and
this can only be done in open council.

There are benefits that accrue where information is
available and meetings are open, including more accu-
rate information and reporting and hopefully a higher
level of public debate.

In such an environment, citizens are more likely to
understand the significance of the issues and accept
decisions that have been made, resulting in local gov-
ernment becoming more responsive and accountable.

If significant changes are to be made, it will require
a fundamental change in local attitude more than leg-
islative reforms.

But deciding whether meetings should be open or
closed can't be left to individual councils.

The province has legislation that provides uniformi-
ty across the province in allotting minimum standards
within which municipalities must operate, leaving to
them the option of strengthening the provincial stan-
dards if they so desire.

In the old days of Aurora Council there was seldom
an “in camera” meeting as everything was discussed in
open council.

Other municipalities weren't quite as open as deci-
sions were made in private and rubber-stamped in pub-
lic.

Back in 1978, Aurora had a very active citizens'
group called ENDOW.

In June, 1978, members clashed with council mem-
bers when it was learned that the details of the pro-
posed reconstruction of Victoria Street would be dealt
with “in camera”.

Council had received an unexpected additional sub-
sidy of $150,000 from Queen's Park and decided to
advance the Victoria Street project and said they
couldn't discuss the project in public before going to
tender.

ENDOW members recalled the problems experi-
enced by the residents of Machell Avenue when recon-
struction was tendered, without local residents having
the opportunity to examine the plans and they didn't
want the same thing to happen to residents of Victoria
Street.

There was absolutely no reason why the issue was
discussed behind closed doors.

It was public business involving tax dollars and citi-
zens had a right to know.

Similar issues have occurred over the years and
although councillors are often elected on promises of
more open and transparent government, after the elec-
tion they are just as quick to assemble behind closed
doors as their colleagues.

But things may be changing as at a recent meeting
Councillor Phyllis Morris questioned the need to go “in
camera” to discuss a legal opinion regarding Aurora
Hydro, when another legal opinion pertaining to the
procedural bylaw was to be discussed in open council.

More recently, when the vote came to go into private
session, council members rebelled and for whatever
reason voted against it, and the meeting was
adjourned.

It's not much but it's a start to bringing public busi-
ness back into the public.

More openness
needed at town’s
council meetings

Here is a remarkable photo comparison. Both pictures were taken from
exactly the same spot, 114 years apart. Looking south on Yonge Street from
the tower of the Aurora United Church, the two photographers saw a differ-
ent Aurora. We spotted two structures (circles) that appear in both shots.
One is the house currently owned by Michael Evans, and the other is a build-
ing currently occupied by a lighting company. At one time it was a church.
Aurora, in 1890, didn’t extend very far. Once you got south of Kennedy, you
were pretty much into rolling farmland. We have no idea, of course, who took
the top picture, but we’re grateful to Town of Aurora staffer Barry Bridgeford,
who recognized the shot from John McIntyre’s book Aurora: A History In
Pictures, and duplicated it while on a heritage assignment for the Town.

Our community responds
to 11-year-old burn victim

To the editor,

We are writing to thank the
incredible community we live
in.

Living in Aurora is a special
gift we all share.

When a tragic event hap-
pens, we realize how lucky we
are to live in a community full
of compassion.

We are the co-trustees to a
trust fund started to help sup-
port the family of an 11-year-
old burn victim here in town.

The Friends of Saxxen
have been successfully fund-
raising this spring.

An enormous effort has
been made by many individu-
als and we would like to thank
each and every person who
has donated their time, sup-
port or sponsored our cause.

We have had a Walk-A-
Thon and a Dinner, Dance
and Silent Auction to date.

An extra special thank you

goes out to John Lester, Sheri
Moody, Tracey Mead (Mead
Electric) Tracy Tompkins,
Wendy and Pud Hamilton,
Marianne Willcock, Lynn
Sandell and everyone’s
spouses who contributed
enormously.

Tremendous gratitude
goes out to Jenny from Mr.
Sub (Yonge & Murray) and her
sponsors Coca Cola and Frito
Lay.

Our Dinner Dance could
not happen without the sup-
port of St. Andrew’s Valley
Golf and Country Club.

Thank you to Megan and
all the staff for a wonderful
evening of great food and
cheer.

Honourable mention goes
to The Lush Kings who put on
an incredible performanace
for us.

This is just a very short list
of individuals and business
who have been incredible with

their support and efforts.
Thanks to all of you, for

helping a local family during a
difficult time.

We know how much this
means to them and also wish
to thank them for allowing us
to fulfill our need to help their
family during this emotional
time.

The incredible response
from our community has been
so overwhelming that we have
to quote the words from
Saxxen’s mother: “How did I
get so lucky to live in a com-
munity like this?”

It really feels comforting to
know we live in such a great
town.

Special thanks to all of
you.

Vicki Dietz,
Jacky Shoesmith,
Trustees
Friends of Saxxen
Trust Fund
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Mayor’s Report
By Tim Jones 

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

The trouble with Canadians is that the only thing we're
united on is that we're not American.

We sit on chesterfields, drink pop, eat chocolate bars,
say "eh" and "zed", go on holidays and write letters when
we get miffed - all of which proves that we're not
American.

They sit on couches, drink soda, eat candy bars, say
"y'all" and "zee", go on vacation and go to war over the
same stuff we write letters about.

I think it's time for an "I am Canadian!" revolution that
goes deeper than pride in the fact that our beer cases
have handles that are big enough to get your hands into
with mittens on.

Okay, so it's cold up here. Most Canadian children learn
the facts of life by freezing their tongues to something
metal and living to tell about it. The facts are simple:
there's cold…and there's Canada.

Canada happens to be the world's second largest land
mass - almost as big as Russia, which includes
Siberia…which might explain why nobody wanted them
either.

But we've made the best of it. We invented snowmobilies
and ice-cleaning machines. If I'm not mistaken, Aurora has
more ice making machines than buses.
Toques are also Canadian. And if they're not, then toques

with matching thermal underwear should be. I want mine
to have little red maple leafs on them. I would have said
"maple leaves", but I am Canadian. People say "Maple
Leafs" with passion in these parts.
After all, we invented hockey! And the people of the world

have Canada to thank for baseball, lacrosse and basket-
ball. Trouble is, they never do.

I think it's because we picked the beaver as our mascot.
We should have picked Tarzan.

Canadians gave the world the telephone, short wave
radios, zippers, Velcro, and a full set of Robertson screw-
drivers.

We gave space the Canadarm, which is standard equip-
ment on all U.S. space shuttles, and outdid ourselves with

Canadarm2, which comes with a hand. I think some chest
pounding is in order, don't you?

Oh, and Superman is Canadian, too. So is Winnie the
Pooh (root word, Winnipeg), and, believe it or not, apple
pie!
So we have mosquitoes…the size of moose. So what? In

case you didn't know, that's our national bird.
And our national pastime is, of course, shovelling snow.

In any given winter, Canadians put more mileage on the
snow blower than the car. And yes, we did invent the snow
blower because, as you know, July can get pretty rough!

Most Canadians know that global warming is a myth.
Heck, I can see the polar ice cap from my backyard! No
wonder Mary Lynn keeps giving my husband ice scrapers!

In Canada, we have four seasons: almost winter, winter,
almost done with winter, and construction.

In spite of that, Canadians have a lot to be proud of, and
we don't need to compare ourselves to anybody else to be
proud. Our provinces are bigger than most countries and
we didn't have to kill anybody to get them that way.
We're a peaceful bunch - as far as I know, we never start-

ed a war and never withdrew, surrendered or stood defeat-
ed anywhere, to anyone at any time. We took our fourth
territory, Florida, by peaceful means - the Americans still
don't have a clue.
We don't need weapons of mass destruction. I'll bet every

house in Aurora is protected by…um…a stick. Probably a
hockey stick with the blade snapped off, but it could be a
lacrosse stick, a baseball bat, a broom or something that
once was the stick part of a rake.

I know it's hard to feel macho waving a broken stick, but
the fact that you'll probably never need it is a pretty good
reason to be proud to live in a place like Aurora, Ontario,
Canada.

Yup, I'm proud to be Canadian. Even if my tongue still
hurts.

Cathy welcomes e-mai l  at : laughingmat-
ters@aci.on.ca

I AM CANADIAN!

Cathy’s 
Corner

Last August, I advised the previous council that we
had been approached by representatives of the Chinese
Consulate as a community of interest to receive a dele-
gation of high ranking officials from Hancuhne, China.

They expressed an interest in exploring economic,
trade and investment co-operation opportunities with
Aurora in order to create a formal relationship with our
Town.

Council passed a resolution authorizing the Town to
proceed with arrangements to host such a delegation.

As we were fast approaching municipal elections, it
was determined to request that this visit be held off until
2004, once the new council was installed and arrange-
ments could be facilitated.

Hancuhne is a model village of 39,000 people about
45 km from the major business and cultural centre of
Beijing.

In 1994, they set up the Hancuhne Construction
Group Corp. consisting of 19 firms, 96 construction
teams, 1,600 technicians and 6,000 employees.

Today it is the second largest township and village
construction enterprise in China.

Also prominent from this area is the Hanjian
Manufacturing Group Co. which was established in
October, 1978, and is now one of the biggest private
enterprises in China with real estate as their largest divi-
sion, followed by manufacturing and numerous sub-
sidiary companies.

Many Canadian industries are increasingly seeking
investment opportunities outside Canada to help build
their global supply chains.

China is potentially the biggest market in the world for
products and services, whose doors are just being
opened to free enterprise.

At the request of the officials from Hancuhne, an itin-
erary has been assembled that would include the shar-
ing of information and visits to places of government,
industry and education.

Our guests include Mr. Yu Yinghu, Mayor of the Town
of Hancuhne, Mr. Tian Jie, President and Vice Chairman
of the Hanjian Group, and Mr. Sun Tiaoshan, Senior
Advisor.

On the first day of their visit, and to address the gov-
ernance and cultural objective of this visit, I greeted our
guests at the Town Hall with members of council at a
welcome reception and tour of our municipal offices.

That was followed by a luncheon at a local restaurant,
the Orchid Thai in Aurora.

Our guests then participated in a Historical Walk
through our Town followed by a driving tour of residential
and employment areas in the rest of Town, including
refreshments at Hillary House.

On day 2, with an eye to business and industry, our
guests toured Van Rob Stamping facilities, and the
Magna Headquarters and facilities followed by a lunch-
eon hosted by Magna International.

They also toured Alutron Modules before enjoying a
rest break courtesy of Howard Johnson's in Aurora.

Following a tour of Seneca College, a reception and
dinner was held at Eaton Hall with representatives from
the Aurora Chamber of Commerce, the Economic
Development Advisory Committee and Aurora's own
Business Ambassadors along with members of Council
and other special guests.

As is customary in visits such as this, gifts were
exchanged and a proclamation signed to formalize a rela-
tionship between Aurora and Hancuhne.

One of the expectations of such a relationship is that
representatives from Aurora will reciprocate with a visit to
Hancuhne in the future.

On their final day in Aurora, the delegation visited var-
ious educational venues including the York Region
District School Board - Northern Lights Public School and
St. Andrew's College for presentations on our Education
system and then they travelled to Toronto to attend a

luncheon and presentation hosted by the Greater Toronto
Marketing Alliance.

It is hoped through visits and the establishments of
relationships such as this we can enhance opportunities
on a global basis for local business and industry in our
Town as well as learn more about other cultures and peo-
ple we interrelate with more and more in a growing world.

If you see something in this column that you wish to
respond to, I welcome your comments, either through the
paper, to the Town Hall by mail - Box 1000, Aurora,
Ontario, L4G 6J1 or e-mail at tjones@town.aurora.on.ca

Aurora hosts Hancuhne delegation
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By DICK ILLINGWORTH
BOUQUETS to Maurice Blanchard, a town employee in

the parks department, on joining the town's
Quarter Century Club with 25 years of service.

BRICKBATS to those at the Town Hall for arranging a pub-
lic special council meeting as the annual
shareholders meeting of Aurora Borealis
Holdings at 5 p.m. June 22nd without a sin-

gle citizen in attendance. This was a very important meeting
and should have been well advertised, not just a single line
on the town's Notice Board, which few people read.

BOUQUETS to the town for replacing the eight signalized
intersections with the new Light Emitting Diode
Traffic Signal Head, which provides a brighter,
clearer signal, especially when facing the sun.
But why replace the flashing green light for left

turns with a green arrow? The flashing green is more notice-
able!

BRICKBATS to the Traffic Safety Advisory Board for their
recommendation regarding parking on
Gurnett Street. The problem isn't north of
Connaught Avenue but south around

Kennedy Street due to the lack of off-street parking at the
medical centre. If the parking problem was cleared up, the
multi-way stop at Kennedy and Gurnett wouldn't be needed.

BOUQUETS to Canada Post in Aurora for returning the
Post Office to a real postal facility rather than the
commercial centre it has been in the past, includ-
ing the processing of passport applications. But
what about the little retail stores who took on the

role of post office, during your period as a commercial cen-
tre? 

BRICKBATS to the Chretien Liberal government for
adopting changes to the Election Act, by
which the taxpayers finance the election
and support all parties. This federal elec-

tion is estimated to cost $57.6 million, more than double the
$23.9 million for the 2000 vote.

BOUQUETS to Durham Regional Council for amending
its tough no smoking bylaw to allow seniors to
smoke in designated smoking areas in long term
care facilities. It was argued that elderly, particu-
larly veterans, should not be stopped from smok-

ing in what, in effect, was their home. York Region, please
copy!

BRICKBATS to the Martin Liberal government for keeping
secret a report recommending that MPs
salaries be increased 20 per cent to
$168,000 a year plus a housing

allowance, free travel and other perks.This is on top of the 20
per cent increase in 2002 and the eight per cent increase
since then. It's a lot of money for trained sheep.

BOUQUETS to the Ontario Liberal government for
approving a 70 per cent increase in funding of $1
million for the OPP's efforts in fighting child
pornography. Now if they can arrange for judges
to give tougher sentences for possession and

distribution, it might help to reduce the crime.

BOUQUETS to the Aurora Lions Club and all the other
dedicated volunteers who work so hard to make
the annual Polo for Heart such a success as a
fundraiser for the Heart and Stroke Foundation.
So far the event has raised more than $3.5 mil-

lion.

BRICKBATS to members of council for attempting to
delay a debate until a future meeting just
because a member of council wasn't in
attendance. A quorum is five members

and as long as five members are present, it's a legal 
meeting.

Letters to the Editor

ONUMENTS BY
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
29 Victoria Street, Aurora L4G 1R1 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.Like a good neighbour,

State Farm is there.

PETER VIRTANEN, CLU
220 Industrial Pkwy S. Unit 37 

(Across from Aurora Hydro) 
Aurora, ON

905-727-8400
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company * Canadian Head Office: Scarborough, Ontario 

Belinda impresses 
this senior citizen
To the editor,

Belinda Stronach's visit to
the Aurora Senior Centre
was a success, her
approval rating moved
upward with her portrayal
of a confident and compe-
tent young politician.

Her address was powered
by her articulate descrip-
tion of what the
Conservatives have done
for Canada merely by unify-
ing themselves into a
coherent, authoritative
alternative to a Liberal
party grown fat and ineffi-
cient.
This was before a group of

discerning seniors who
demand competent, effec-
tive and democratic leader-
ship, sought to replace 
the present concentration
of power in one man, 
t he  P r ime  M in i s te r.

She could have said we
presently have too much
Prime Minister, and not
enough Cabinet, and too

much Cabinet and not
enough rank and file M.P.'s.

She clearly won the
hearts of the seniors who
asked questions of her
without rancor, and who in
the end appeared to be
won over by a very attrac-
tive lady of obvious merit,
grace and charm, which
she mingled well with an
underlying grit and deter-
mination.

Clearly she is young and
attractive, with a mountain
of learning before her, and
with the apparent capacity
and grit to get done what
needs to be done.

She brings a balance of
femininity, youth and glam-
our, not seen in Canada for
a while, which certainly
bodes well for raising the
image of the Conservative
party, and if that quality
resides in Aurora, I will vote
Conservative.

Bryan Warburton
Aurora

No doubt about Collis
pollution in 30s: reader
To the editor,

I read your article about
Collis Leather in last week’s
Auroran.

No one who lived in
Aurora in the 1930s could
have any doubt that Collis
Leather put a lot of pollution
into the central branch of the
Holland River.

I can remember smelling
the odour of it on Mosley
Street near the Salvation
Army Church, 150 yards east
of Yonge Street.

I also saw a lot of mess in
that creek beside Mill Street.

There was no such mess
in the same creek at the fac-
tory near Yonge and Reuben
Streets upstream from there.

The only factory on the
banks of that stream between
the two locations was the
Collis plant on Tyler Street.

Now I ask you. What con-
clusions would you draw from
the above-mentioned facts?

W.G. Willis
Aurora

Winners named
from Horse Show
To the editor,

As one of the organizers
of the Aurora Fair & Horse
Show's 3rd annual "Junior
Arts, Crafts, & Photography
Competition," I would like to
congratulate the competitors
who won "Best of Show" in
our four age groups this year.

For the "Amateur Art" cat-
egory, the winners were
Olivia Digirolamo, Claudia
Digirolamo, Cassie Little, and
Erin Jewell.

For the "Crafts" category,
the winners were Kate
Harken, Rebecca Azzaro,
Alison Cheeseman, and
Brendan McDermott.

For the "Photography" cat-
egory, the winners were
Madalene Lauris, Fraser
James, and Michelle Proulx.

For the "Specials" catego-
ry, the winners were Nicole
Marshall, Jocelyn Arnew,
Debbie Ho, and Michelle

Proulx.
The winner of the Poster

Competition was Kevon Lu.
The winners of the

People's Choice Awards
were Kate Harkin, Jocelyn
Arnew (two awards) and
Alison Cheeseman.

Congratulations to all of
our winners!

And thank you to all of the
other fine young artists, arti-
sans, and photographers
who participated!

For more information
about the competition, check
out the Aurora 
Fair's website at www.auro-
rafair.ca.

Congratulations, also, to
the winner of our Jelly Bean
Counting Contest, Amanda
Barraclough!

Linda Schneidereit
Director,
Aurora Agricultural
Society

Senior citizen Charles Sequeira fields questions
from the audience for Conservative Party of
Canada candidate Belinda Stronach. Her behav-
iour at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre gathering last
Tuesday morning impressed the writer below.

Auroran photo by Ron Wallace

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983



seats of the government for
a while which would be a
good thing for the mother 
of two who confided she
would never return to the
executive towers of Magna.

“Many think I’d just go
back to work at Magna 
if I lost the election,” she
said. “It won’t happen 
immediately.”

Watch for your new rid-
ing Member of Parliament
to appear in Thursday’s July
First parade on Yonge
Street in Aurora.

“We always have the
local political dignitaries in
this parade,” said Parade
Chairman Ron Wallace. “It
was a little tougher this
year, having to wait until
Monday to find out who it
would be.”

In the race, Stronach zig
zagged from the beginning,
setting a trend that was
a l m o s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  
during the advance poll.

More than 5,000 people

cast ballots early in
Newmarket-Aurora, sug-
gesting there was a change
in the air. Advance voting
across the country set new
attendance records.

But it wasn’t that 
apparent.

When push came to
shove, the federal upset
that seemed to be in the air,
wasn’t happening.

And, putting up a valiant
battle against Stonach was
Martha Hall Findlay, the
Liberal candidate who had
the unenviable job of pick-
ing up the riding party after
their first choice for candi-
date - John Taylor - pulled
out because of the Liberal
problems.

Findlay, who currently
lives in Newmarket, and
lived there 20 years ago,
held her own in political
debates and ran just as
hard as Stronach trying to
win over voters.

“We’re hoping for a win
regardless of the outcome,”

Do you have an 
investment portfolio 

or a collection 
of what used to be 

good ideas?

Stephen Forsey CIM, FCSI, Investment Representative
JONES, GABLE & COMPANY LIMITED (Member CIPF)

905-726-9343
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PVR Service 

HDTV

100% Digital Plus

Data Comm.

OnCable17

Time Shift

Free Services

Special Offers

SOHO

Bundles

Pay TV

Pay Per View

WiFi

wOOt

Treasure Hunt

Community TV
In Aurora and North Richmond Hill for Cable TV, Internet, Data and more

“Yikes!  This thing is amazing.” remarked 
the young man operating the computer on 
display in the ACI lobby recently.
“Is this really the Internet?” he asked.

The Internet operates much faster than most 
people realize but how are they to know if their 
current Internet service provider sends their 
commands to the Internet slowly and returns
the pages of information slowly?  The
expression, “You'll never know what you are
missing” really is appropriate.     

At ACI, we believe that speed is everything and 
we have taken that belief to the extreme.  That 
includes instant access and a top speed of 9 
Megabits of data flowing from the Net to a 
subscriber's computer and 1 Megabit of data 
flowing from that computer back to the Internet. 
How fast is that?  Check the Broadband Reports
website at  and
you will see that every day ACI ranks as one of
the fastest Internet service providers in the
world.  Not just Aurora and north Richmond Hill.
Not just Ontario or even Canada.  The world!
But how?

It is a wonderful experience to hear from those 
who discover cable Internet for the first time.  
We will never tire of hearing people shout,
“Yikes!”

www.dslreports.com/archive

Want to know more?
Please call 905-727-1981 or visit www.aci.on.ca

9 Mbps Internet

9 Mbps Internet

Mayor Tim Jones gets a Segway
riding lesson at recent Aurora

Street Festival 

Cable Internet travels on 
robust coaxial cable, that 
thick hunk of copper wire 
that can accommodate 
vast amounts of data.  It 
also travels on fibre optic 
cables capable of handling 
massive amounts of data.  
Add to this the most 
advanced modems in the 
world (exchanged with 
subscribers for outdated 
modems in April/May) and 
the explanation is complete.

consistent growth of the
dealership made it neces-
sary to find a new location as
it was not possible to expand
at his Yonge Street location.

James Bennett, a planner
for the applicant, said park-
ing to the rear of the building
adjacent to the backyards of
the townhouses would be
“inventory” with limited
movement, with a six-metre
buffer, double the size
required between the site
and the residences.

He pointed out the
increased assessment the
development would bring to
the town. He also noted that
low intensity lighting would
be used and outstanding
issues could be resolved at
the site plan stage.

Jim Hill, a resident of
property to the south of the
site, said he had received a

verbal commitment regard-
ing noise and lighting and
asked that the commitment
be included in the record.

He also noted the 
number of motor vehicle
accidents on Bayview and
suggested access to the site
be from Wellington Street
rather than Bayview.

Councillor John West rec-
ommended staff work with
Chapman and take into
account comments made by
citizens and advise residents
when the official plan
amendment was to come to
council.

Councillor Ron Wallace
asked if anything could be
done to save the Hartman
House.

Chapman offered to
donate the house to Wallace
or any organization as there
was nothing he could do 
with it.

Car dealership would
replace historic house

From page 1

From page 1 she told The Auroran
Monday night. “Our team
has worked incredibly hard.
We succeeded beyond 
anyone’s expectations.”

Elvis imitator and minis-
ter Dorian Baxter ran for 
the original Progressive
C o n s e r v a t i v e  p a r t y,
although officially the 
name was changed to
Progressive Canadian, fin-
ished dead last although
confusion between that
group and the new
Conservative Party of
Canada suggested he
might finish higher.

If nothing else, Baxter
was entertaining and won
the hearts of many 
he preached fire and 
brimstone at all-candidates’
meetings throughout the
riding.

One person in Aurora
suggested he should 
be Speaker of the 
House whether he was
elected or not.

New Democratic Party
candidate Ed Chudak fin-
ished third and the Green
Party was in fourth.

For Stronach, it’s an
about-face from what she’s
been used to.

Overseeing a huge
empire of some 70,000
workers, and earning mil-
lions of dollars each year,
Stronach will now settle into
Ottawa life serving the very
people who worked for her.

She will have a con-
stituency office in the riding,
but those details will be
sorted out in the weeks to
come.

Right now, it’s time to

celebrate.
In spite of campaign

signs she didn’t like - “I
don’t even wear red lipstick”
- Belinda Stronach swept to
a brand new power Monday,
and it will probably start to
sink in as the week unfolds.

For now, the 5 a.m.
mornings, the handshaking
on railway platforms, the

tours through senior citi-
zens’ buildings, the meet-
ings, the coffee parties, the
door knocking, the never-
ending schedule, all those
things are over.

It will be interesting to
see if she slows down, and
it will also be interesting to
see if she finally puts some
vodka into her soda water.

8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
Aurora

Tel: (905) 727-6401

SALE40th Anniversary

$240.40
During the month of June 

Enhancing your; Drinking Water, Beverages, Cooking, Pets,
Aquariums, Steam Appliances

RESIDENTIAL 
REVERSE OSMOSIS 

DRINKING WATER SYSTEM

Reg. $299.00 Model # R050TFC-5

Stronach wins Aurora-Newmarket by a hair

A happy Martha Hall Findlay awaits her moment
to address supporters following her strong finish
in Monday’s election. Auroran photo by Ron Wallace
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AURORAN Restaurant Guide

841-PU RE7777 8888 7777 3333

• Gormet Pizza 
• Home Made Pastas
• Oven Specialties

• Great Appetizers 
• Up to 20% 

off Catering

Giving you the pure taste of Northern ItalyGiving you the pure taste of Northern Italy

“Where the flavour begins”“Where the flavour begins”

OPEN 7 DAOPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK YS A WEEK 
15420 Ba15420 Bayvieyview Aw Avvenenueue, A, Aurorurora, ON L4G 7J1 a, ON L4G 7J1 

North of Wellington in the Sobey’s/Zellers Plaza

GREAT 

FOOD 

GREAT 

WINE

Available Mon., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 5:30 - 9:30 p.m.

Reservations Recommended 
905-727-8282

Delicious!
3-Course Set Menu 

Only $19.95+ tax 

• CHECK OUT BALDWINS NEW MENU• CHECK OUT BALDWINS NEW MENU
• Live Entertainment 

Thursdays & Saturdays

• Heated patio (with music) 

*Plus*Plus

Aurora

905-727-1312
stay@hojoaurora.com  www.hojoaurora.com

15520 Yonge Street, Aurora 905-727-1312 
* Prices are subject to applicable taxes and gratuity

“Planning “Planning YYour our 
Special Day?”Special Day?”

We can accommodate Wedding 
Receptions for up to 200 people in our 

Queen Elizabeth Ballroom!

Ask about our great 

Wedding Packages 
and Specials for 2005

Sunday Brunch
Every Sunday 

10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
in the Terrace Cafe, 2nd Floor 

All the breakfast and lunch items 
you can think of, 

made to order 
omelet & waffle station, 

carved beef, 
soup, salads, 

desserts and much more!!

$15.95 person* 
Seniors Special - 10% off 
$7.95 Children 4-11 years 
Children 3 and under with 

our compliments

Every meal prepared at Punzo’s reflects a
passion for life. Chef Roberto creates
classic dishes as well as fusion cooking
expected from today’s modern fine dining
establishments. 

905-773-9329

49 North Lake Road, 
Oak Ridges, Ontario 

905-773-9329
www.punzos.com

OPEN
Tuesday - Friday 11:30 am - 2:30 pm
Tuesday - Sunday 5:00 pm - 10:00 pm N

BLOOMINGTON RD.

Y
O

N
G

E
S

T.

KING RD.

NORTH LAKE RD

STOUFFVILLE RD.

OAK RIDGES

AURORA

Punzo’s

Punzo’s Catering 
Let us bring the exquisite 

Punzo’s dining experience to you!
Specializing in:

- Business Events 
- Cocktail Receptions 
- Breakfast Meetings 
- Company Banquets 
- Baby Showers
- Wedding Showers
- Baptisms 
- Private Dinner Parties 

15474 YONGE ST.

AURORA  

905-727-5100
www.awshucks.ca

Lunch Menu
Oysters - Malepeques, East Coast, West Coast, 

USA  ~M/P~ Soup of the Day $6

Hearts of Romaine, Stilton, Smoked Bacon, Soft Egg, 
Garlic Dressing $9

Flat Bread Wrap with Jerk spiced Organic Chicken Breast, Avocado,
Onion, Tomato, Vegetable Chips $12

Shrimp & Lobster “Burger” Sweet Onion, Sun Dried Tomato Aioli,
Corn on the Cob $14

Angus Steak Sandwich, Caramelized Onions, Mushrooms, 
Frites & Garlicky Romaine Leaves $13

Smoked Salmon Bagel, Cream Cheese, Mixed Sprouts, 
Hard Boiled Egg, Sour Cream & Caviar $12

Ancho Chile BBQ'D Back Ribs, Creamy Mustard Slaw $14

Roasted Organic chicken w/Rosemary & Lemon, 
Tomato Bread Salad, Basil, Chives & Currants $14

Lunch Pizza made with Asian Pita Crust, Feta, 
Grape Tomatoes, Olives, Basil Leaves $11

Steamed Mussels, White Wine, Thyme, Garlic, Match Stick
Potatoes, 2oz Hoegaarden Beer $10

Crab Tian, Avocado, Tomato Tartar, Cilantro & Lime 
with Garden Greens $12

Udon Noodles, Asian Vegetables, Thai Curry Sauce $14

OPEN
Monday - Friday 
for Lunch from 11am

AAuurroorraa’’ss  FFaavvoouurriittee
FFaammiillyy  RReessttaauurraanntt

14845 Yonge St. Aurora 905-841-1807    Open 7 days a week from 7:00 a.m.

CCCCoooommmmpppplllleeeetttteeeellllyyyy

eeeennnncccclllloooosssseeeedddd

ssssmmmmooookkkkiiiinnnngggg    

aaaannnndddd    

vvvveeeennnnttttiiiillllaaaatttteeeedddd

BBBBAAAARRRR
• Jazz every Thursday 

• BBQ Ribs 
• Prime Rib 

• Private Room Available 
• Catering Available 

• Daily Specials 

• Specializing in Greek Food 
• Breakfast Special $2.95

Monday to Friday
• Dinner Special 

Every Sun/Mon/Tues. $8.95
Excluding Holidays

•  Every Wednesday - Greek Buffet 
5:30 - 8:30

905-841-4434
302 Wellington St. E., Aurora

Dining room & market 

Serving lunch 
and dinner 6
days a week 

Mon- Sat:
11am - 10pm SSAATTUURRDDAAYY  

JJUULLYY  33  TTOO    
SSEEPPTT  44

Charley’s Charley’s 
GrapevineGrapevine

WWingsings

FFreshest Jreshest Jumboumbo

in toin townwn

265 Edward St. Aurora (905) 727-0944

Lighter FareLighter Fare
ROAST BEEF WRAP 

Roast Beef, light cream cheese, red onions & spinach in a low
carb wrap. Served with choice of Garden or Caesar

Salad...$8.97

CHICKEN KABOB
Grilled Chicken & Veggie kabobs served with choice of

Garden or Caesar Salad...$8.97

REUBEN SANDWICH 
Com beef stacked on rye bread topped with sauekraut 

& swiss cheese. Served with choice of 
Garden or Caesar Salad...$8.97

VEAL MARSALA 
A tender Veal cutlet sauteed with fresh mushrooms & marsala

wine. Served with low carb penne pasta tossed with fresh
tomatoes & feta...$11.97 

BAKED SALMON 
A salmon filet baked to perfection served with fresh sauteed

veggies and rice pilaf...$12.97

Sawmill Creek 
Jackson Triggs 
Wolf Blass 
Collavine 
Masi
Yellow Tail 
E&J Gallo

15150 YONGE ST., AURORA
(across from the Aurora Library)(905) 751-0986  

Italian Restaurant 
on Yonge

Festa Ristorante is 

NOW OPEN for lunch 
Wednesday 

to Friday 12 noon
Book your private function at Festa.

Celebrate your Baptism, 
Communion or Birthday with us.

Please call to discuss.

Open for Dinner Tues. to Sun. 5 pm & Lunch Wed. to Fri. 12 Noon



SPORTS
Page 10                                                                                                                                                                                                                              Week of June 29 2004 

Your 
Diamond 

and 
Wedding Band 

Specialist

Appraisals on Premises

A NEWMARKET TRADITION SINCE 1971
219 Main St. South Newmarket 

905-895-8057
www.knappetts.com

Flowers
by 

Terry
14799 Yonge St.

Aurora 
Telephone: 905-726-1549

email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com
www.flowersbyterry.com

If we wouldn’t take it home
why would we sell it to you?

Jaguar Gymnastics

905 841 7598

COMPETITIVE TRY-OUTS FOR FALL: 
JULY 5TH - 8TH, 12TH - 15TH, 

19TH - 22ND, 26TH - 29TH

SUMMER CAMP BEGINS SOON
FULL & 1/2 DAYS AVAILABLE

6 Vata Court, Unit 6 & 7 (off Edward) 2 blocks east of Yonge, AURORA

Parent and tot classes, recreational, special needs program,
pre-competitive, competitive, adult programs, 

and birthday parties. 

attitude  behaviour  change

Laura Cunningham 
BSW, CFC, CPT

t. 905.713.1786
e.abcfitness@sympatico.ca

Personal Fitness Solutions

Assessment, Program Design,
Personal Training to fit your 
specific needs, goals and lifestyle. 

I’ll put the “fit” back into your fitness

Aurora twosome
battles to finals

It may not be the most
exciting sport in the land,
but lawn bowling champi-
onships in Aurora last week
saw a pair from here almost
win it all.

As it turned out Stan
Farmer and Cyril Jackson
from the Aurora Lawn
Bowling Club got to the
finals before losing out to a
team from Richmond Hill.

Aurora played host to the
2004 District 13 Men's Pairs
Championship over two
days last week, and the
winners advance to the
Ontario Championships
and then to the 2004
Canadian Lawn Bowling
Championships, this year
slated for British Columbia.

Eleven teams participat-
ed in the Aurora event with
three teams making it
through to the finals.

Final results showed
Gord Legacy and Frank
Zazzara of Richmond Hill in
first place, with Aurora's
Farmer and Jackson and
Ray Williams and Ron
Geniole from Orillia, the
other competing finalists.

The event attracted the
best lawn bowlers from
across the district and pro-
vided great competitions for
the spectators.

Aurora Lawn Bowling Club players Cyril Jackson, left, and Stan Farmer got to the
finals in District 13 Lawn Bowling playdowns in Aurora last week, battling against 10
other teams.

Auroran photo by Ron Wallace

In the provincial final,
District 13 winners will com-
pete against 15 other dis-
tricts.

Volunteers from the
Aurora Lawn Bowling Club

helped ensure the success
of the two-day event.

The club is headquar-
tered at Aurora's McMahon
Park in the Maple-Fleury
Street area.

 
 AURORA MINOR BALL ASSOCIATION 
  
 BASEBALL 
 Rookie Ball 

Jun 15 Optimist Club (18) vs. McAlpine Ford (9) 
  
 Mosquito 

Jun 17 Dr. Orschel Drillers (8) vs. Reagens (7) 
  

Jun 21 Dr. Orschel Drillers (13) vs. Hempen Jewellers (6) 
  

Jun 22 Priestly Demolition (12) vs. Optimists (11) 
 Nature’s Emporium (9) vs. Re / Max Omega (7) 

  
Jun 23 Filebank Records (10) vs. Dr. Orschel Drillers (9) 

  
  
  
 SOFTBALL 
 5 Pitch 

Jun 21 Financialinx (8) vs. Ontario Auto (7) 
Jun 22 Steiner’s Drillers (13) vs Aurora Home Hardware (3) 

  
 Squirt 

Jun 24 Interworld Paper Overseas Ltd vs. Apotex: Rainout 
  
 Tri-Township Bantam 
 Dial Tone Communications vs. Mastercut: Rainout 
  

The Aurora Diggers
Junior Novice girls followed
up their consolation gold
meal win in Brantford by
winning bronze in the
annual Barrie Storm tour-
nament last weekend.

They started off round
robin play on Friday night
with a disappointing 7-6
loss  to Barrie.

Saturday saw the team
lose 11-0 and 10-0 to
Chinguacousy Tier Two
and Tier 1 teams respec-
tively.

However, the girls
rebounded in their final
game of the day to defeat
Ancaster 14-3.

Highlights included a
triple and two singles by
Heather Wilson; a double
and a single by Meagen
Eveleigh; three singles by
Emily Andrews and two sin-
gles by Hannah Hallsworth,
Elizabeth Harris, Alana
Rose, Alexandrea Baker-
Nevills and Kathryn Barrett.

The win qualified the

team for the playoff round
on the tournament’s final
day.

The first playoff game
saw Aurora lose 11-1 to the
Chinguacousy Tier Two
team putting them into the
bronze medal game with a
rematch against Barrie.

This time, Aurora tram-
pled the host team 13-2.

Led by Lauren Renaud
and Kelly Hobson, who hit
three singles each, the
team was helped by
Hallsworth and Eveleigh

who each had two singles
and Wilson who had a triple
and a single  Highlight of
this game came in the sixth
inning with a spectacular
catch in right field by
Eveleigh.

Although Barrie had sev-
eral base runners through-
out the game, the girls
played strong defensively to
prevent them from scoring.

Pitching duties through
out the weekend were
shared equally by Renaud
and Wilson.

Aurora Jr. Novice Diggers
win bronze in tournament



AURORAN, Week of June 29, 2004 - 11

Adver Signs of Sharon Ltd. - Kevin McMath
Advantage Five Star Travel Inc. - Barry Hall
Aurora Home Hardware
Aw, Shucks! Seafood Bar & Bistro
Baldwin's Steak and Seafood
BCS Canada Inc.
BMO Financial Group - Alexandra
Macchione
Canada Law Book Inc.
Carrying Place Golf & Country Club
Chimes Hair Group
CrimsonLogic (North America) Inc.
David S. Reid
Desperado Marketing
Dinner, Michael - Century 21/St. Andrew's
Realty Inc.
First Impressions - Jane Thompson
Future Building Materials
Gallaugher Contracting
Greenham's Distinctive Clothier
GMS GushMac Marketing Services
Hartwell Thayer Insurance & Financial
Services
Highland Chev Olds Cadillac
Jane A. Murray, P.Eng., PMP, Project
Manager
Johnson Financial Group Inc.
Kathy van Nostrand, Certified General
Accountant
Kennedy Maintenance
Kwik Kopy Design & Print Centre
Lance Brown
Laurion & Associates
Law Insurance Brokers Limited
Lenard Lind, L.H. Lind Realty Inc.
Lonny Mark Criminal Law Office
Magna International Inc. - Marc Neeb
Mayor Tim Jones of Aurora
McAlpine Ford Lincoln Sales Ltd.

Molson Canada - Chad MacDonald
Nevada Bob's Golf
Newmarket School of Fine Arts
Nisim International - Patty Davidson
Oakland Hall Inn - Tom Ntoulas
Oakview Terrace - Jan Schweizer
Oksana Stein - Royal LePage Your
Community Realty
Pamper Me Please
Peter & Paul's Hospitality & Entertainment
Peter Stanton School of Dance
Petticoat Lane (1997) Inc. - Edite Patterson
Philip Pettigrew, Certified General Accountant
Ploder's Collision Ltd.
PMG Consulting
Rec Cycle 'n' Sports
Regional Fence
Richdale Consulting Limited
Ronald A. Cairns
Royal Woodworking Co. Limited
Shugart & Associates
Spragg, Bruce - Re/Max Alpha Realty Inc.
Spruceview Excavating & Services
St. Andrew's Valley Golf Club
Stephen P. Snell, Certified General
Accountant
Technology Solutions Group
The Good Brothers (The Goods Music Inc.)
The Master Blasters - John Monopoli
The McKinnon House
The Royal Wood Shop
Thermogenics Inc.
Tom & Jerry's Bistro
TNT Crane Rental Ltd. - Ty Tupper
Vacuum Mart
Westview Golf Club
York Regional Document Services Inc.
Dr. M. Yazdani, D.D.S. 

The Board of Directors, Staff and Golf Committee of the
Aurora Chamber of Commerce, would like to express 
their gratitude to the following sponsors and prize donors
of the recent golf tournament held on June 16th 2004 
at Carrying Place Golf & Country Club. We appreciate 
your support!

Special thanks to Carrying Place Golf & Country Club 
for a great day!

Quality Decks and Fencing
Deck and Fence Power Washing and Restoration

• Professional Home Improvements 
• Basements, Additions, Renovations

Call for FREE ESTIMATE
Tel: (905) 726-3735  

Serving Aurora & Area

While it’s true Southlake
Regional Health Centre is in
Newmarket, there’s no
doubt in anyone’s mind it’s
Aurora’s hospital, too.

And many from Aurora
were on hand last week as
Southlake celebrated the
official opening of its new
six-storey multi-million-dol-
lar building.

Just two days after the
hospital's 82nd anniversary,
staff, physicians, volunteers,
dignitaries and special
guests came together to
celebrate the official open-
ing of Southlake's new
building.

In addition to represent-
ing a major milestone in the
hospital's $180 million rede-
velopment project, this new
building will provide key pro-
grams with desperately
needed space, which will
ultimately result in
enhanced comfort and pri-
vacy for patients and their
families.

"This is a monumental

day for Southlake and this
community," stated Hospital
President and CEO Daniel
Carriere. "Our effort to
expand this facility and
develop regional programs
has been tireless, and I
believe this building will
serve as a testament to our
dedication to meet and
exceed the health care
needs of this community."

The day's events includ-
ed a morning reception for
staff, physicians and volun-
teers and an afternoon offi-
cial opening ceremony,
which was attended by
Health Minister George
Smitherman, Belinda
Stronach, honourary chair
of the hospital foundation's
"Nurture the Future" capital
campaign and Joe Dales,
son of hospital founder, Dr.
Lowell Dales.

A plaque was unveilled in
the lobby of the new building
and the dedication of a time
capsule to the staff, physi-
cians and volunteers was

made by Mr. Dales.
The time capsule will be

reopened on the Hospital's
125th Anniversary June 20,
2047.

In addition, about 1,000
community members had
an opportunity to tour the
new facility.

"Many people came
together in a determined
effort to raise the funds that
were needed to build this
new facility," said Mr.
Smitherman, Minister of
Health and Long-Term
Care. "Along with the hard
work and far-sightedness of
the hospital's board and
management, that commu-
nity effort went a long way
toward making the dream of
this new facility come true."

Toward the massive proj-
ect, the provincial govern-
ment has contributed a total
of $88.3 million. The
Regional Municipality of
York contributed $24.3 mil-
lion, and Simcoe County
added $2.4 million.

Through the "Nurture 
the Future"  campaign
Southlake's foundation has
surpassed its initial commit-
ment of $15 million and has
raised in excess of $16.6
million.

"Our commitment to this
project simply would not
have been enough," said
Carriere. "The financial sup-
port and moral backing we
received from the province,
the region and the countless
number of donors who con-
tributed to our capital cam-
paign have made today pos-
sible."

Levels one and two of
the new building opened in
December and facilitated
the introduction of cardiac
surgery.

Occupation of levels
three through six is sched-
uled to take place in early
July and will include the
relocation of the maternal
child, cardiac, cancer and
musculoskeletal programs
into their new space.

Perhaps one of the most
highly anticipated benefits
of this project will also be
realized when the emer-
gency department moves
into a space three times its
current size.

Following occupation of
the new building, renova-
tions will begin on the two
existing towers to expand

and modernize the patient
care areas.

In order to facilitate the
construction of the hospi-
tal's Regional Cancer
Centre and five-storey park-
ing structure on the west
side of the property, demoli-
tion on the north-west side
of the property will begin in
early 2005.

Southlake officially opens building

Parking on Gurnett Street
has been a problem for some
time due to the lack of off-

street parking for the medical
facility located at the corner 
of Yonge and Kennedy 

Street East.
At a meeting of the Traffic

Services Advisory Board ear-
lier this month, it was recom-
mended a multi-way stop sign
be approved for the intersec-
tion of Gurnett and Kennedy.

It was also recommended
that parking be prohibited on
the east side of Gurnett from
Connaught Avenue to a point
40 metres north and that all
affected citizens be advised.

The report came to council
last week and Diane
Schormans, a resident of
Gurnett Street, wanted to
know why her home on
Gurnett was the only one
affected and if the bylaw was
to be enacted it should be for
Monday to Friday when the
medical centre was open,
leaving the weekend free for
visitor parking.

Councillor John West sug-
gested that visitors should
park on Connaught, but Mrs.
Schormans said it was not a
good spot due to the grade.

He suggested council con-
sider the request for the
Monday to Friday restriction
as a temporary move and it be
monitored for a six-month
period.

Councillor Damir Vrancic
said he was reluctant to take
away the right of any citizen to
park in front of their house and
suggested some form of a
permit system, which would
allow a homeowner to park in
a restricted zone.

It was finally agreed to
enact a Monday to Friday
bylaw for a six-month trial
causing Councillor Ron

Wallace to comment that he
had requested a similar six-
month trial period for the
Kennedy West/George Street
intersection two years ago
and was still waiting for a
report.with mental illness, schizo-

phrenia or persons who were
developmentally delayed.

At a public planning meet-
ing held March 24, 2004, with
no neighbours in attendance,
council directed staff to work
with Gaspar towards finaliza-
tion of an implementing
bylaw, with a holding provi-
sion to remain in place until
May, 2006.

Town staff met with a con-
cerned neighbour and it was
determined the issues which
had been raised appeared to
be licensing requirements
and monitoring, which would
be better addressed by the
region.

York officials advised that
the region requires facility
operators to enter into a
Domiciliary Hostel
Agreement in order to obtain
a licence.

However, the agreement
and the governing bylaw
addressed physical aspects
of the operation such as zon-
ing compliance, building
code, fire regulations and
other health/safety issues,
which did not address the
concerns raised by the neigh-
bour regarding care of the
people residing in the facility.

Last week, with little debate,
council approved the adop-
tion of the permanent bylaw
at the termination of the hold-
ing provision in 2006.

It has been a two-year jour-
ney for John Gaspar to obtain
council approval for a rezon-
ing bylaw to permit him to
operate a retirement home
and a residential care facility
on the corner of Kennedy and
Yonge Streets.

It was back in June 2002
when council received an
application from the new
owner of Cobblestone Lodge
seeking an exception to the
bylaw to permit a boarding or
rooming house or a group
home in the building.

Previous use of the building
was a retirement home,
which existed as a legal non-
conforming use , as the prop-
erty was zoned for apart-
ments.
A public meeting was held at

the time and citizens and staff
expressed concern about the
term “boarding house”,

Because council failed to
make a decision on the appli-
cation within 90 days, Gaspar
appealed to the Ontario
Municipal Board.

An OMB pre-hearing was
held in early 2003 resulting in
the hearing officer suggesting
the town and applicant try to
resolve differences. That did-
n’t happen and a full OMB
hearing was scheduled for
May.

Prior to the hearing Gaspar
appeared before council to
request a temporary bylaw so
that after three years of satis-
factory compliance, the tem-
porary use would become
permanent.

An informal public informa-
tion meeting was held in April
2003 at which time Gaspar
provided a draft zoning bylaw
setting out planned uses.
They included continued use

as a retirement home, respite
care, assisted living and spe-
cial needs such as providing
room and board for persons

Gurnett parking restriction 
to get a six-month trial

Cobblestones gets bylaw
Watson’s Family 
Karate School

40 Engelhard Dr., Unit #9
Aurora 905-727-7144

TRIAL PROGRAM

www.watsonsfamilykarate.com
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Patrick M. Gaffney
Now practicing all aspects of Family Law 
including custody, access, support, property 
division, divorce and child protection matters.
Practitioner of Collaborative Family Law - a
client controlled, lawyer assisted, out-of-court
process focused on achieving mutually 
acceptable solutions for separating families. 

• 1/2 hour free consultation
• accepting Legal Aid 

#205 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023   pmgaffney@bellnet.ca

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

CALL 
FOR A
FREE
TRIAL

15150 Yonge St., Aurora 
(across from the Aurora Library)(905) 751-0986  

FFFFRRRREEEEEEEE
ENTREE

Open for Dinner Tues. to Sun. 5 - 10 pm 
Open for Lunch Wed. to Fri. 12 noon

Purchase any lunch or dinner entrée at reg. price & receive another
lunch or dinnerentrée of equal or lesser value for 

FREE maximum value $20.00

Italian Restaurant
on Yonge

Yellow Brick House celebrated the Fourth Anniversary of the Pathway of
Peace in Aurora last week. Taking part in the ceremonies are, from the rear,
Steve Dekter, Pathway of Peace Chairman of the Board; Aurora Mayor Tim
Jones; Mark LaVigne, Pathway of Peace Co-founder; Filomena Williams,
Pathway of Peace Co-founder and Executive Director; and Margaret Haynes,
Executive Director, Julliette's Place in Scarborough where the second
Pathway of Peace will open shortly.

Kennel Inn opponents
continue their fight, but
council okays contract

At an Aurora general 
committee meeting recently,
Carol Mernick, reprsenting
the Aurora Residents 
Pet Care Association,
expressed concern about a
staff report recommending a
one-year contract extension
with Kennel Inn for canine
control, which the commit-
tee endorsed.

She was back at a coun-
cil meeting last week in an
attempt to get council mem-
bers to reject the committee
report.

It didn’t happen.
She said the associa-

tion had followed all protocol
and provided council 
members with detailed infor-
mation about Kennel Inn.

She noted that after 29
years of providing canine
control for the town they still
didn't have proper facilities.

She added that while the
conditions at Kennel Inn
may not be a top priority for
council, it was for pet 
owners.

At a previous meeting
due to association com-
plaints, council had directed
staff to investigate.

Association members
offered to help in the investi-
gation but they hadn't been

contacted by staff or council
members.

She added that she was
shocked at the lack of con-
cern on the part of council.

She requested immedi-
ate action be taken to termi-
nate the contract with
Kennel Inn and make tem-
porary arrangements with

the Georgina municipal
pound until more permanent
arrangements could be
made.

Council received the
presentation and re-con-
firmed its previous position
that the contract with Kennel
Inn be extended for one year
at a cost of $105,000.

Collis owner fights back
At a previous Aurora

G e n e r a l  C o m m i t t e e
m e e t i n g ,  c o u n c i l
endorsed a staff report
containing an evaluation
of Tannery Creek both
upstream and down-
stream from the former
Collis Leather site on
Tyler Street.

This was in spite of
strong opposition from
Jeffrey Miller, represent-
ing Maple Leaf Foods,
owners of the site.

He said it was possible
other industries could be
responsible for the con-
tamination.

Earth Tech Canada
had been engaged by the
town for the study and a
copy had been forwarded
to the property owners.

Miller said there had
not been sufficient time
to study the report and
he would provide more
information at the follow-
ing council meeting.

In spite of his opposi-
tion, the committee
agreed a copy  of the
report on Surface Water
and Sediment Sampling
be forwarded to the
M i n i s t r y  o f  t h e
Environment, with a
request that they require
the property owners to
carry out investigations
on their site and 
determine if the contami-
nation poses a threat to
aquatic life.

It was also approved
that the report be 
forwarded to the region's
h e a t h  d e p a r t m e n t ,
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  
works department, Lake
S i m c o e  R e g i o n
Conservation Authority,
Environment Canada and
the federal Department of
Fisheries and Oceans.

Staff was also directed
to arrange a public infor-
mation session to inform
property owners abutting
Tannery Creek in the
general area from

Wellington Street to
Aurora Heights Drive

Last week at a council
meeting, Ian Kerr of
Barenco Environmental
Engineering and Site
Remediation Services,
acting for Maple Leaf
Foods, addressed coun-
cil.

He pointed out that in
the limited time they had
to study it, it was obvious
the Collis property was
the selected target for the
investigation and the
investigation was based
on the erroneous assump-
tion that Collis was the
only potential source of
contamination.

The investigation failed
to mention seven other
major historical industries
and possible contributors,
including two tanneries
upstream of the Collis site
and two major metal
implement manufacturers
on Tannery Creek at
Wellington Street.

The investigation, he
said, also failed to men-
tion numerous other
recent and current opera-

tions that are potential
contributors, not neces-
sarily directly on the
watercourse.

It was noted that in
many municipalities it was
acceptable to discharge
industrial waste into storm
sewers until the 1960s,
and some of these con-
nections may still exist.

A map was provided
listing the locations of
eight potential sites previ-
ously occupied by a
woolen mill, Fleury
Plough, Gurnett Tannery,
Daville Tannery, Hart
Industries, a potash works
and an unnamed tannery.

Kerr suggested the
recommendation con-
tained in the general com-
mittee report be rescind-
ed as it was made upon
the interpretation of limit-
ed data.

It was finally decided
that it was not up to coun-
cil to amend the report but
to send all information to
the Ministry of the
Environment and York
Region Public Health to
take action.
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CRIMINAL 
DEFENCE

BAIL

WILLS,
ESTATES

REAL
ESTATE

YOUNG 
OFFENDERS

Susan E.Tucker 
Lawyer & Notary Public

905 727-7775
FAMILY 

LAW

(905) 727-0309  

Aurora Deputy Mayor
Phyllis Morris greets
Hancunhe Mayor Yu
Yinghu during a 
reception Thursday at
Seneca’s Eaton Hall. A
trio from Hancunhe 
visited Aurora last
week and had a look 
a t  s e v e r a l  m a j o r  
operations in town. An
invitation was extended
to Aurora officials to
return the visit.

Delegation gets whirlwind Aurora tour
By DICK ILLINGWORTH 

Hancunhe, China, is a
model village located about
45 kilometres from Beijing.

In 1994 several people
set up the Hancunhe
C o n s t r u c t i o n  G r o u p
Corporation consisting of 19
f i rms,  96 const ruct ion
teams, 1,600 technicians
and 6,000 employees.

Today it is the second
largest township and village
construction enterprise 
in China.

T h e  H a n j i a n
Manufacturing Group was
established in October,
1978, and is now one of the
largest private enterprises in
China.

The company’s real
estate division is the largest
of the company, followed by
their manufacturing division.

Their subsidiary compa-
nies include architecture
designing, real estate devel-
opment, and the manufac-
ture of a variety of products.

Three residents, includ-
ing the mayor, visited Aurora
for three days last week.

Included were Mayor Yu
Yinghu of Nancunhe; Tian
Jie, President of the Hanjian
Group; and Sun Tiaoshan,
senior advisor.

Last August Aurora
Mayor Tim Jones was
approached by representa-
tives from the Chinese
Consulate on behalf of the
Town of Hancunhe. They
expressed an interest in
exploring economic, trade
and investment opportuni-
ties with Aurora.

A preliminary meeting of
some council members with
Su Zhe, Consul for Science
for the Consulate of China
was held that month.

The discussion covered
areas of business, with the
knowledge that Magna
International planned to
locate a facility in China.

Council agreed the best
way to develop any potential
partnership would be for a
delegation from Hancunhe
to visit Aurora, view the
town’s facilities and busi-
nesses and to enter into dis-
cussions.

A month later, Mayor
Jones said he had received
information that a delegation
would like to visit the munic-
ipality in November, after the
municipal election and
asked council’s direction.

Councillor John West
said any decision regarding
partnership should be left to
the incoming council, and
there was a need to know
just what was involved.

Other members dis-
agreed pointing out that this
was a fact-finding mission
and would provide an excel-
lent opportunity for mem-
bers of council and the busi-
ness community to obtain
information without commit-
ting to anything.

The  i nv i t a t i on  was
extended.

But they didnít show
up...at least not until last
week, causing a minor fren-
zy at the Town Hall as offi-
cials stuggled to assemble
an itinerary.

Once here, the Chinese
delegation spent three days
visiting various industries
and educational facilities.

Industrial tours included
Magna International, Van
Rob Stamping and Alutron
Modules.

St. Andrew’s College 
and the York Region 
District School Board were

also visited.
In addition to a walk

around Aurora’s historical
downtown core, the delega-
tion visited Hillary House
and the gardens of Merlin’s
Hollow.

One of the highlights of
the visit was a reception and
dinner at Seneca Collegeís
Eaton Hall, with business,
Chamber of Commerce,
provincial government rep-
resentatives and members
of the Town’s Economic
Development Committee in
attendance.

The evening was hosted
by Deputy Mayor Phyllis
Morris and Councillor Nigel
Kean.

In welcoming the guests,
A u r o r a  E c o n o m i c
Development Officer Dino
Lombardi said was the start
of a new relationship
between the two municipali-
ties.

Deputy Mayor Morris
said the visit laid the ground-
work for friendship and fur-
ther cultural and business
exchanges which would be
of mutual benefit for both
municipalities.

She described the quality
of life in Aurora with its many
advantages, the Chamber of
Commerce, service clubs
and golf courses and said
the town was open for busi-
ness.

Speaking through a
translator, Mayor Yu Yinghu
said it was a wonderful
experience to visit the Town
of Aurora and noted how the
delegation had been wel-
comed with open arms.

He expressed the hope
that the relationship would
continue.

He described his town
with a population of 39,000

and the need to foster the
relationship between the
towns and Canada and
China to share economic
growth for the benefit of all.
He extended an invitation to
visit China in 2004 or 2005.

Following his remarks the

heads of both municipalities
signed a proclamation to fur-
ther the cultural and eco-
nomic relationship.

Then there was the tradi-
tional exchange of gifts.

Aurora had arranged to
purchase a framed limited

edition sepia print of the 
historic Church Street
School by Aurora artist
Dorothy Clark McClure. The
artist was in attendance and
was asked to assist in the 
presentation to the visiting
mayor.

Three visitors from
Hancunhe, China, and
local officials were
kept busy Thursday
viewing several major
Aurora operations. In
the top photo, a tour of
Magna International
was a must, while
guests are greeted at
Alutron Modules Inc.,
below.

Photos by Rob Schuetze
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RUMOURS AND RAMBLINGS

Believe it or not, but in September, 1975, a thief or
thieves, took off with a set of goal nets from the field at
Dr. G. W. Williams Secondary School valued at $125.

The nets belonged to the Aurora Hellenics soccer
team and the players wanted them back.

Team captain George Seretis said he couldn't
understand why anyone would need a set of soccer
nets.

A YOUNGER BOB McROBERTS

Bob McRoberts is well known in Aurora as a math
teacher at Dr. G. W. Williams Secondary School and for
his work in the community with the Aurora Heritage
Committee and the Historical Society.

In 1971, he was a Grade 12 student at Williams and
vice-president of the student council.

On April 1, he was called to the school office and
asked if he would like an all-expense paid trip to
Vancouver, sponsored by the provincial and federal
governments.

He accepted.
On August 2, he joined a group of 24 Young

Voyageurs at Union Station in Toronto on the CN
Super-Continental for the three-day trip to Langley,
British Columbia, a small town about 30 miles from
Vancouver.

On arrival the students were met by students their
own age with whom they were billeted.

During the week, they met every morning at the
high school ready for the day's adventure including 25
tours and visits and many new friends.

In September, 1973, the same Bob McRoberts, now
a student at Waterloo University, tied with another per-
son in a vocalists' contest at the CNE to win half a
scholarship. He was one of 19 competitors.

ROTARY HELD A TRADE FAIR

In 1968, the Aurora Rotary Club organized an annu-
al Trade Fair which was held at the Community Centre.

In 1970 club members decided to give the fair a new
name and accent.

They decided to widen the scope of the affair and
call it the Rotary Home and Trade Show featuring the
latest in home furnishings and appliances.

After an absence for a few years the Rotary Trade
Fair returned to the Community Centre in May, 1978.

Now the Aurora Chamber of Commerce holds a sim-
ilar annual event using two ice surfaces at the Aurora
Community Centre location.

OPTIMIST CLUB'S MILE OF QUARTERS

Also in May, 1978, the Aurora Optimist Club stretched
a tape along the east side of Yonge Street from Murray
Drive to Wellington and invited donors to contribute a
quarter to help pay for the renovations and addition to the
old Victoria Street Library.

For every dollar raised towards putting the finishing
touches on the library, Wintario agreed to match the
amount dollar for dollar.

At the same time the Club celebrated its 10th anniver-
sary with a dinner dance at the Aurora Highlands, with all
proceeds from the dance for the Library fund.

AURORA CHAMBER TRADE SHOW

In May, 1997, the Aurora Chamber of Commerce held
a Trade Show at the Atrium Ballroom with about 35
exhibitors.

It was the Chamber's first trade show in several years.
The guest speaker was Frank Stronach, who stressed

the importance and potential of people.
He provided a brief outline of how Magna had grown

from a small tool and die business started in a Toronto
garage, how the business had blossomed and explained
his fair enterprise charter.

The company has a corporate constitution which pre-
determined what it did with its profits.

He explained that 10 per cent went to employees, 20
per cent to shareholders, six per cent to management,
seven per cent for research, two per cent for charity and
the balance reinvested in the company.

He said he wanted to stay in Aurora and York Region
and spoke about the new cultural centre being planned,
which could be used by the community.

AURORA HIGH GOES AROMA-FREE

Back in March, 1999, two student groups at Aurora
High School petitioned school officials for the school to
become scent-free.

They wanted to assist those students who had aller-
gies to scented products.

While agreeing that controlling scents couldn't be leg-
islated or mandated, officials said students would be
requested to respect others' sensibilities.

Unlike the push for a smoking ban, York Region health
officials said there was no policy in place to eliminate
scent from public places.

The students pointed out that there were 1,400 people
working in one location, it was necessary to work and live

Someone stole team’s soccer nets
together and have consideration for those who are
affected by allergies.

It was also noted that many scented products contain
volatile organic compounds, which can cause a variety of
adverse reactions among 20 per cent of the population
who suffer from breathing problems, such as hay fever,
asthma and environmental sensitivities.

ROUND THE BEND
FARM 

They’re ready to go! We
also have asparagus, beef

steak  tomatoes, honey, jam,
pies and treats. 

And, we still have 
a great selection 

of  hanging baskets, 
annuals & perennial flowers

OPEN
Weather permitting

Mon- Fri  8:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 5 p.m.

CLOSED SUNDAY

STRAWBERRIES
ARE HERE 

Brian & Sue Feddema 
16225 Jane St. 

905-727-0023

Ready picked berries
available in our market. 

call for 
“Pick Your Own” 

conditions.

Find Out What your 
Home is Worth On-Line 

visit:

www.QuickOnlineEvaluation.com
ReMax Omega Realty (1988) Ltd.

Overweight?
Want to llll oooosssseeee

serious wweeiigghhtt FAST
www.cureyourhealth.com

1-800-377-2076

There was no lack of vehicles and no
lack of volunteers to clean them recently
when Aurora Home Hardware became
the scene for a fund-raising Armor-All
Car Wash. Money raised goes to the
Aurora Army Cadets. Here, left to right,
Graeme Sherman, Sean Crilly, Kirsten
Broadbent, Brenda Dickens and Ryan
Troy, get serious in their cleaning
efforts.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Council selects 
environment group

During the final days of
the former council in 2003,
it was suggested an
Environmental Advisory
Committee be established
to advise council on envi-
ronmental issues.

Council adopted the
suggestion and referred
implementation to the
incoming council.

In February, after a
heated discussion on the
committee structure, coun-
cil approved the re-estab-

lishment of advisory com-
mittees with the addition of
an Environmental and a
Finance Committee.

An advertisement
sought applications for the
committee and following a
private meeting the follow-
ing citizens were appoint-
ed to the committee:
Robert Cook, Mary Hill,
Ellen Mole, Darryl Moore,
David Tomlinson, Susan
Walmer and Klaus
Wehrenberg.

O

R
* Replace your current furnace with a 

High Efficiency ENERGY STAR® Furnace 
and receive a $35.00 Credit on your Natural

Gas Bill and a * $25.00 Cool Cash Rebate From 
Carrier Canada
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Classifieds 
905-727-7128

Special rates: non-commercial word ads: $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 for two weeks (+g.s.t.) maximum 15 words (Applies to word ads only)  
Commercial: Classes, workshops and course calendar $7/wk min. 6 weeks. More than 65,000 copies delivered to Aurora residents each month! Call today.

C L A S S I F I E D S T: 905-727-7128F: 905-727-2620

FULL SERVICE PRINT

F U L L  S E R -
V I C E PRINTING:
FLYERS & distribu-
tion. Do you have
your own layout and
design or would 
l i k e  i t  b u i l t ?
Compet i t ive rates.
Call Cynthia for an
appointment. 905-
727-7128.

HOME/GARDEN

LAWNCARE

C L E A N
W I T H  CARE
experienced, effi-
cient, thorough
home cleaning with
an added personal
touch 905-727-2353

CLEANING SERVICE

2 BDRM. APT.
C o m p l e t e l y
f u r n i s h e d . A 1  
condition. Yonge
a n d  M a j o r
MacKenzie area
R i c h m o n d  H i l l
$1500 /mth  416-
564-4330

S U I T A B L E
F O R S I N G L E
professional, quiet,
luxurious one bed-
room separa te
e n t r a n c e ,  f a c -
i n g  ponds. French
doors, marble tiles,
no pets. $1000/mth
inclusive. Call to
inquire 416-564-
4330

FOR RENT

BUSINESS SERVICES

USED BOOKS

COMPUTER SERVICES

AURORA’S BUSINESS 
SERVICE CENTRE

• Digital Colour 

• Courier Service 

• Laminating & Binding 

• Fax Service

• We print brochures, flyers etc.

14845 Yonge St. Unit 6
Aurora

905-713-1632
Fax: 905-713-1633
mbe73@mbe.ca

MURALS PLAYFUL
WHIMSICAL to
classical realistic. Any
room in your home or
office. Classically
trained artist in
Florence, Italy. On City
Line TV - Home Day.
Call Judy 905-726-
8883

CARPET - I have
several thousand
yards of new
S t a i n m a s t e r  
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet
your living room &
hall for $389. Price
includes carpet, pad
and installation (30
square yards). Steve
905-898-0127.

P I N E  H A R -
V E S T TABLES
V A R I O U S  S I Z E S
Starting at $475.00 Per
Nielsen: 905-726-2233 

USED BOOKS FOR
SALE. Thousands of
used books, all ages, all
categories, filed by
author. New mezzanine
is now open. Book 
collection grows every
day. Open Mon. to Sat.
10:a.m. - 5:p.m. 75 Mary
Street, Unit 3, 905-727-
3300

LAWN CARE
CUT & TRIM

Serving Aurora & Newmarket
Call Eric for a free estimate

416.564.1781
GORDON
LANDSCAPE COMPANY

FROM

A MONTH
$49.99

Elaine (905) 729-3782
Shops of St. Andrews 

Yonge Street  • Aurora.

BEGINNER'S
YOGA

Drop In's Welcome
Please call to register

Mon 10.30 am
Thurs 1.00 pm

Fri 6.00 pm
Sun 1.00

Time 2 Run

0
YOGA IN AURORA
Morning & Evening Classes

~ Since 1978 ~

Andrea Roth
Call: 905-888-1549

www.yogaforlife.ca

• ADULT EVENING CLASSES 
• BIRTHDAY PARTIES 

• SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS
Ceramic Painting 

Creative Clay Crafting 
Misc. Crafts
Paper Mache

Certified Instructors 
R&S Ceramic Creat ions

75 Mar y St reet  Uni t  4 ,  Aurora

905-713-6887

CERAMIC CLASSES
FOR ALL AGES 

CCCCAAAARRRRTTTTOOOOOOOONNNNIIIINNNNGGGG
with
Scott

Johnston
R&S Ceramic Creat ions

75 Mar y St reet  Uni t  4 ,  Aurora

905-713-6887

CARTOONING 

HELP WANTED

YOGA CLASSES

SEMINAR

CERAMIC/CRAFT

Lawn Cutting, garden-
ing, tree service,
painting, yard work,
etc. YR Handyman
Services Call Rob
905-392-2002

ADVERTISE IN THIS
SECTION FOR AS
LITTLE AS $7/WK

AURORAN
distributes 

16,500
copies 
weekly

Mail delivery 
to each 

household 
in Aurora, 
including 

rural routes.

Please contact 

AURORAN
905-727-7128

A Q U A Q U E S T  
P R O G R A M
Have fun while learn-
ing to swim! Contact
Liam Herbinson at
905-841-2391

SWIM PROGRAM

Advertise your
classes for 
as little as

$7
in this section

CLASSES • SEMINARS 
WORKSHOPS • COURSES
D I R E C T O R Y

I N T E R I O R
&  E X T E R I O R
painting. 25 years 
experience. No job 
too small. Brothers
Painting. A Div. of 
Y R  H a n d y m a n
Services. Call Roy
905-898-7681

PAINTERS

THE ONLY USED BOOK STORE IN AURORA

75 Mary Street, Unit 3 • 905727-3300
(2 stoplights east of the railroad tracks 

on Wellington St., South on Mary Street) 
RRRR&&&&RRRR

RReevviissiittee
dd  

M O D E M  M I X E R  

Free On-Si t e 
Assessment  

T E D  A R S O V S K Y  

Service Solutions 

Sales Resolutions 

Troubleshooting 

& Training 

For York 

Region 

Computers Digicams 

Printers Scanners 

Modems Networks 

Software & 

Hardware 

Upgrades 

C a l l to B ook  

an A ppoin tment  

mixer@aci .on.ca  

905-841-6877 
www.modemmixer.com 

A v a i l a b l e  S o m e  E v e n i n g s  a n d  W e e k e n d s  

P r o v i d i n g  S o l u t i o n s  &  R e m o t e  P o s s i b i l i t i e s  Providing Solutions & Remote Possibilities

MURALS

HOME DAYCARE. ECE.
experienced.Tax receipts.
References/meals 905-
727-1252

DAYCARE AVAILABLE

T R A D I T I O N A L ,
METICULOUS and
trustworthy Euro
cleaning call Eva 905-
726-8719  416-737-
8795

E S T A B L I S H E D
DANCE STUDIO in
Aurora looking for
dance teacher with
minimum 3 years
teaching experience.
Proficient in all disci-
plines & levels. Fax
Resume to: 905-841-
3823

FOR SALE

Advertise
for 

as little as
$5

in AURORAN Classifieds

AURORAN
CLASSIFIEDS
905727-7128

INCE
Mandy

Graduated (Already?)
Lester B. Pearson 

Public School 

Congratulations

Love Mom, Dad, Nikki
Silly & BJ

LAPROCINA
Valerie

Graduated from
Seneca College, with 
her Early Childhood 
Education Diploma 
on June 22, 2004.

Val is a graduate of
Dr. Williams SS -Aurora.

Congratulations Val ! 
We are very proud of you!
Love Mom, Marc, & Mike

DAVIS
Jacqueline 

Graduated 
Dr. G.W. Williams 

Congratulations
on your high achievement

Love Mom, Dad, John 
Family & Friends

Congratulations!

Graduates

ENG Canada and Jim Woodbridge 
are proud to present

“EFT”
September 14th, 2004

Old Town Hall in Newmarket 
8:30 am - 10:30 pm

Front door main floor  (905-841-3925)

We are pleased to welcome Jim back again on September
14, 2004 for another fascinating workshop.

Jim Woodbridge is a cer t i f ied pract i t ioner in EFT
(Emotional Freedom Technique) and NLP (Neuro
Linguistic Programming) and has used these techniques to
assist people with fears, limiting beliefs, emotional blocks,
and to overcome severe traumas like job loss and other
personal losses. Tickets $10.00 at the door.      R.S.V.P.

Jim Woodbridge,
M.Sc. 

NLP Practitioner, 
EFT Practitioner

Giving wings to human 
possibilities...

Put your garage sale on the map
FREE!

(FREE TO AURORA RESIDENTS)

Call 905-727-7128
to advertise your garage sale 

Why not advertise your sale FREE!

Sponsored by Sean Herbinson ReMax Realty 905-727-1941

LEARN HOW TO DRAW & PAINT...
just like the Masters

- beginners to advanced
- ongoing classes
- help students prepare portfolios  

for college & art school
- drawing & painting techniques
- life drawing    
- no artistic experience necessary

Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 
Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV.

ART COURSES 

HAIR DRESSER
WANTED full or
part-time call to
inquire 905-727-
1369

Classifieds 
905-727-7128
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D-mac Furniture
#1-15408 Yonge St., Aurora
905-727-6403   toll free 1-877-663-6626

D-mac Furniture Expert
Delivery &

Set-up
at no charge.

Even into
Cottage Country

HOURS:
Mon. - Wed. 10:00 - 7:00
Thurs. & Fri. 10:00 - 8:00
Saturday 9:00-5:00
Sunday 12:00-4:00

Visit Our Trade-in Dept.

HOURS

July 1st - CLOSED FOR  
CANADA’S AND AURORA’S

BIRTHDAY

MON, TUES, WED - 10-7
THURS & FRI - 10 - 8

SAT - 9 - 5
SUN - NOON - 4

D-mac’sD-mac’sItIt’s’s

35th Annivers35th Anniversaryary

HURRY IN FOR THE BEST SELECTION
EVERY ITEM IS ON SALE

a balloon 
and save even more!

33335555
%%%%
ooooffffffff

Discount
Discount

...and we are 
celebrating 
with special 
pricing and a

BBUURRSSTT
ASK YOUR HELPFUL SALESPERSON FOR DETAILS

D-mac in July 1969 D-mac in June 2004

Annive
rsary

BonusAnnive
rsary

Bonus
AnniversaryBonus
AnniversaryBonus
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