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Best 
ever!

Crowds, estimated as high as
40,000, poured onto Yonge Street
Sunday as Aurora’s Ninth Annual
Street Festival went into the history
books as the “best ever”.
“Finally, we got weather,” said chair-

man of this year’s event, Kim Kerr. “I
pulled every string I could find.”

It was apparent the crowds were
going to be higher than ever when
threatening skies early in the day
gave way to heat and sunshine
throughout the afternoon.

Those skies, however, frightened
away a few vendors who failed to
show for the event, leaving a few
holes in the 600-vendor site that
closed Yonge Street from Wellington
to Murray.
Other vendors, however, were quick

to snap up some of the vacancies.
“We always measured the crowd by

the waves of people passing a cer-
tain spot,” said former chairman and
founder of the event Ron Wallace.
“Sunday, the wave never stopped.”
Several vendors were gone by mid-

afternoon when their product disap-
peared and many food booths sold
out.

Bars, some open for the first time,
did a brisk business.

Only the hot-air balloon, operated
by Sundance Balloons and leased to
Pilot Insurance, did not get inflated,
because of winds Sunday afternoon.

The balloon, brought to Aurora by
Hartwell Thayer Insurance, did get in
a couple of early morning and
evening flights when the winds were
light over the weekend.

It had been hoped to offer tethered
rides from the Dr. G.W. Williams
Secondary School fields during the
street festival, but the wind was too
strong during the day.

A sombre moment occurred at 11
a.m. Sunday, when 60 doves were
released from the parking lot at
Graystone Restaurant to mark the
60th anniversary of D-Day.

Several prominent Legion mem-
bers attended the event and assisted
in releasing the birds.

Aurora Cable Internet provided
some lucky visitors the opportunity to
drive a Segway, a single-unit com-
puter driven transportation device.

The stand-up unit, which looks like
a chariot, can hit speeds of 20 kilo-
metres an hour and it steers from
one handlegrip.

Next year, the significant 10th
anniversary, has a tough act to 
follow.

Sixty doves, to mark the 60th anniversary of D-Day, are released by veterans of the Aurora Legion, to start activities for the
Ninth Annual Aurora Street Festival Sunday. Doves were released, following a brief ceremony, from the Graystone
Restaurant parking lot. The festival, meanwhile, set attendance records as thousands poured onto the street to enjoy per-
fect weather conditions. More photos of the festival on Pages 8 and 9. Auroran photo by David Falconer

A delighted and surprised Phil Horsman was chosen
Aurora’s Citizen of the Year at last Wednesday night’s Civic
Awards evening held at the Town Hall. Mayor Tim Jones
made the presentation. See story page 12.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Citizen of the year

Briefly

A golfer’s dream

Imagine playing a round of golf in Scotland. How about five rounds?
Such an opportunity exists, courtesy of Aurora-based Big Brothers Big

Sisters of York Region.
That group is holding a raffle, only 1,000 tickets are available, and the

grand prize is a trip for a foursome to Scotland to play five rounds of golf
at St. Andrews (including the renowned St. Andrews Old Course)
Accommodation for six nights, of course, is included.

Value of the prize is $22,417.
Nine other prizes, foursomes playing golf at St. Andrew’s in Aurora, will

also be drawn.
Ticket sales end Aug. 31 and the draw takes place Sept. 2. The week

in Scotland begins April 24 next year. Call 905-727-1251 for details.

Horse Show, Farmers’ Market

Just because the Street Festival is over is no reason to think things will
quiet down in Aurora.
This weekend, the annual Aurora Horse Show shifts into high gear with

events at Machell Park and the Town Park, and for the second year, the
Farmer’s Market will open this Saturday morning on the Temperance
Street parking lot near Yonge and Wellington.

Both activities are worth checking out.

LENARD LIND
Aurora’s #1 Sales Producer 2003!

**Some conditions apply

Call today for a free property evaluation!**

905-841-0000
www.lhlindrealty.com
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COMING EVENTS IN AURORA
CONTINUING 

Masons' Rising Sun Lodge meets the first
Thursday of each month at The Rising Sun
Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7:30.
For further information contact Bob Butler
at h.butler@sympatico.ca or 905-713-3314.

* * * *
Entrepreneurs. Network marketing is

available in Aurora. Aurora-Business.com
meets Wednesdays at 7.15 a.m. Group
meets at Timberlane on Vandorf Sideroad
east of Yonge. Contact John Patterson at
905-727-1941.

* * * *
Helping Hands: Gently used clothing for

women and children, at Trinity Anglican
Church, 79 Victoria Street, every Monday,
Wednesday & Friday 9.30 - 11.30 a.m. For
more information, call 905-727-6101.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous, every Tuesday

night, Trinity Anglican Church, Victoria
Street, 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Queen's York Rangers Army Cadet Corps

camping, canoeing, first aid, orienteering in
two to six week camps for males & females
12 to 18. Call 905-726-8600.

* * * *
Co-Dependents Anonymous, every

Tuesday, Aurora United Church, 15186
Yonge Street, Aurora. 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
During the month of June the Skylight

Gallery in the Aurora Town Hall will feature
the artwork of Nancy Newman. Regular
viewing hours are from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Monday to Friday. Reception from 7 to
9 p.m. on June 15th.

JUNE 9
York Region Transit will hold a Public

Information Centre at the Aurora Public
Library from 6 to 9 p.m. Staff will be on
hand to answer questions about proposed
routing, service expansion plans and gen-
eral service improvements. For details call
905-762-2100.

JUNE 11
Aurora Grand Prix Horse Jumping Event.

Machell Park. The public is invited to walk
the course about 5:45 p.m., then watch
some of Canada's top horses and riders
jump. Followed by a wine and cheese
reception.

JUNE 12
Family barbecue, part of the Aurora Horse

Show, will be held at the Town Park. Wagon
rides, beer garden and entertainment by
Haight Ashbury. 5 p.m.

* * * *
The Farmer's Market returns to the

Temperance Street parking lot from 8 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m. every Saturday until
Thanksgiving Day.

* * * *
Merlin’s Hollow Gardens Open House. 10

a.m. - 5 p.m. 181 Centre Crescent. North of
Centre Street, east of the railway tracks.

JUNE 12/13
Calling all students for park clean-up days.

If you need volunteer hours to graduate,

here's an opportunity. On Saturday from 8
a.m. to 6 p.m. the clean-up is at the
Community Centre, Fleury and Machell
Parks and on Sunday the Leisure Complex
and Lambert Willson Park. Call 905-726-
4760 for further information.

* * * *
Aurora Fair and Horse Show at Machell

Park featuring the Superdogs, petting zoo,
farm animals, pony rides, Clarol the Clown,
and many new and old favourites.
Information: 905-713-6773 or www.auro-
rafair.ca.

JUNE 13
Take a walk in the park in support of the

Rick Hansen Wheels of Motion as the
action comes to the Town Park. Participants
may wheel, bike, skate, run or walk in two
proposed marathons to raise money to help
support spinal cord injury research and an
Aurora accessibility project. For details call
Honsberger Physiotherapy at 905-841-
0411.

* * * *
Aurora Seniors view the famous Hamilton

Tattoo in Copp's Coliseum. Cost is $72 for
members and $77 for non-members. Call
the centre at 905-727-2816 to register.

* * * *
Opening reception of “One Step at a

Time", artwork by Nancy Newman, at the
Skylight Gallery, third floor, Aurora Town
Hall, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Exhibition and Sale
continues through June 30, weekdays from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

JUNE 16
Open House Day at Merlin's Hollow

Gardens on Centre Crescent from 11 a.m.
to 7 p.m., and Hillary House will be open for
tours and tea from 1 to 5 p.m. Tickets are
$5 for each site with proceeds supporting
Hillary House. Call 905-727-4015 for
details.

JUNE 18
Deadline for applications by individuals

and organizations for the Aurora Arts and
Culture Fund. Applications should be in the
form of a letter outlining the nature and
general activities of the individual or group
plus the specific use to be made of the
grant. Submit to the Town Hall.

JUNE 19
Aurora Historical Society bus tour to view

Ruthven Park, a country estate near
Cayuga on the Grand River. Like Hillary
House, Ruthven Park is a National Historic
Site. All-inclusive cost is $45.Call 905-727-
8991 to register.

* * * *
Howard Johnson Aurora presents Yuk

Yuks on Tour and Dinner Theatre for a
Father's Day Celebration. Call 905-727-
1312.

JUNE 19-20
Art exhibit open house. 89 Temperance

Street, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Featuring the work
of Judy Sherman, Jim Watson and Ester
Griffith.

JUNE 25
Mayor's Blood Donor Clinic, Aurora Town

Hall.

JUNE 26
It's Litter Pick-Up Day in Aurora. On April

24th the first of four litter pick-up days, vol-
unteers picked up 2.7 tons of litter and
roadside debris. Info Aurora is assisting the
town and assigning residents to "hot-spot"
areas. Call 905-727-3123 extension 4104
for details. Garbage bags and gloves are
available.

JUNE 29
Aurora Seniors visit the Canadian

Automotive Museum to view historic and
famous cars and then visit Cullen Gardens.
Call 905-727-2816 to register.

* * * *
Join the Yellow Brick House Charity Golf

Tournament at Silver Lakes Golf and
Country Club for a day of golf, lunch, cock-
tails, dinner and an auction. For information
call Lisa at 905-727-0930.

JUNE 30
Dance In The Park (Canada Day celebra-

tions). 7 p.m. to midnight. Town Park.
JULY 1

Canada Day celebrations continue. Aurora
Leisure Complex.

JULY 3
Merlin’s Hollow Gardens Open House. 10

a.m. - 5 p.m. 181 Centre Crescent. North of
Centre Street, east of the railway tracks.

JULY 7
Aurora Seniors head to the Orillia Opera

House with lunch at the Ossawippi Express
and shopping at the Mariposa Market. Cost
is $69 for members and $74 for non-mem-
bers. Phone 905-727-2816 to reserve.

JULY 11
Merlin’s Hollow Gardens Open House. 10

a.m. - 5 p.m. 181 Centre Crescent. North of
Centre Street, east of the railway tracks.

* * * *
Garden Tour, hosted by the Aurora Garden

and Horticultural Society. Visit nine gardens
between noon and 5 p.m., including a zen
retreat, a Trumpeter Swan habitat and tra-
ditional perennial gardents. Tickets, at $10,

available at Black Forest Nurseries,
Flowers By Terry, and Mary’s Flower Shop.

JULY 14 and 21
Enjoy tea on the verandah of Hillary

House with family and friends from 2 to 4
p.m. The cost is $5 which includes a tour of
the house. No reservations required. If the
weather doesn't cooperate tea will be
served in the ballroom. Also on August 11
and 18.

JULY 27
Seniors visit the historic village of Port

Perry, the Great Blue Heron Casino and
then cruise Lake Scugog. Call 905-727-
2816 to register.

AUGUST 16
Aurora Seniors visit Roy Thompson Hall

for the 16th Annual Royal Bank Seniors'
Jubilee Concert. Cost is $64 for members,
$69 for non-members. Call 905-727-2816
to reserve.

SEPTEMBER 8-16
It's an East Coast Adventure for Aurora

Seniors where they visit interesting sites in
Halifax, Lunenburg, Peggy's Cove, Cabot
Trail and the Bay of Fundy. Call the Seniors
Centre for details at 905-727-2816.

OCTOBER 20
Aurora Seniors head to the Stratford

Festival to see the Cole Porter musical
"Anything Goes". Lunch at the Walper
Terrace Hotel. Depart the Aurora
Community Centre at 9 a.m. returning
about 6:30 p.m. Cost is $93 for members,
$98 for non-members. Call 905-727-2816
to reserve.

OCTOBER 21
Plans are underway at the Aurora

Chamber of Commerce for the "Celebrating
Business Excellence in Aurora" Awards.
Nominate the Business Person of the Year,
Extraordinary Business Achievement,
Innovation, New Venture and Young
Entrepreneur.

- With files from Info Aurora

St. Andrews Golf Week for Four
April 24 to April 30, 2005

St. Andrews Golf Week for Four

SECOND to TENTH PRIZE:
Foursome with Carts to Play St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club in Aurora.
Value:  $459 each
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W
INYou c

an

W
IN

TICKETS:  $100 each
only 1,000 tickets printed

Tickets available until August 31st, 2004

License: M418669

Email: general@bbbsy.ca
Phone: 905-727-1251

Draw:  Sept. 2/04 at 3:00pm 
on Our Town on Aurora Cable

and televised Sept. 6/04 at 7:30pm.

Proceeds to: Winners will be expected to carry with them

a current handicap certificate and a letter

of introduction from their home club.

Handicap limit is Gentlemen 24, Ladies 36

FIRST PRIZE:
Golf package for four including:
  6 Nights accommodation at the Old Course Hotel Golf Resort
        in St Andrews Scotland
  5 Rounds of golf in St. Andrews, including the Old Course
  Full Scottish Breakfast daily,  4 Dinners in the hotel
  Return Airfare to Scotland, from Toronto
  Airport Transfers in Scotland, plus a total of $500 in cash
Value:  $22,417

Great gift idea for
Fathers Day, Anniversary, Birthday...

A foursome might want to
share a ticket at $25 each

ALL - IN - ONE

Mortgage for a Rainy

& Sunny Day

Li
ne

of
Cr

ed
it

M
o

r t
ga

g e

I n v e s tm
en t

B
ank

A
ccount

Debbie Matthews 
2 Orchard Heights Blvd. Aurora, 

Telephone: (905) 727-3686
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Phone (905) 727-7048

email: decoratingworks@aci.on.ca

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Inc.

FREE ESTIMATES FINANCING AVAILABLE

50% OFF

PATIO DOORS
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GRAGRAYSTYSTONESONES
Restaurant

Great Dining & Great Dining & 
Gourmet to GoGourmet to Go

14889 Yonge Street Aurora L4G 1M9

905-727-9561

50% OFF ALL REGISTRATION
2 1 ON MOTHER/DAUGHTER REGISTRATION50%off

or bette
r

for

(905) 727-0309  

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Do you have an 
investment portfolio 

or a collection 
of what used to be 

good ideas?

Stephen Forsey CIM, FCSI, Investment Representative
JONES, GABLE & COMPANY LIMITED (Member CIPF)

905-726-9343
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* Based on full programs, excludes product, expires June 15/04

Former Aurora resident D. Bruce Sinclair pauses with registered physiotherapist Cindy Salopek prior
to entering Joia Restaurant in Aurora, “one of the few places” in town that accommodates his
wheelchair. Half the buildings in Aurora don’t, he says.

Auroran photo by Ron Wallace

Former resident entering
wheelchair in Hansen event

event slated for the Town
Park and sponsored by
Aurora’s Honsberger
Physiotherapy.

He’ll participate in the five-
kilometre ride, said organiz-
er Cindy Salopek, a regis-
tered physiotherapist with
Honsberger. That ride
begins at 3 p.m.

And, she’s hoping hun-
dreds of others will show up
for the event. For those who
can’t handle the distance, a
half-kilometre course has
been arranged within the
confines of the Town Park,
beginning at 2.45 p.m.
Registration is at 2 p.m..

Sinclair lived on the
Bloomington Sideroad in
Aurora for nine years, and
now makes his home in
Thornbury, near Georgian
Peaks Ski Club, where he is
an avid member, using a

mono ski to ride, and two
smaller skis that take the
place of poles.

“Toughest part is getting
on a chairlift,” he said.
In addition to commuting to

Consumers Road in Toronto
(he stays in a nearby hotel
so he doesn’t have to make
the trip every day) Sinclair 
is a board member of 
the Canadian Paraplegic
A s s o c a t i o n ,  O n t a r i o
Division, and much of his
time is spent making people
aware of a handicapped
person’s problems.

“I couldn’t take a bus to
work,” he said. “I’ll let any-
one ride in this wheelchair,
but I bet as soon as they
come to an obstacle, they’ll
get out of it and lift it over
the obstacle. I can’t do that.”
Sinclair said “half the build-

ings” in Aurora are not

wheelchair accessible.
Fifty per cent of the

money raised at the June
13 event will stay in Aurora.

And juding by Sinclair’s
attitude, he’ll raise a lot of it
himself.

“Being disabled is a pain
in the ass,” he said. “but
there are lots of worse
things.”

For further information
about Wheels In Motion,
call Honsberger at 905-
841-0411.

MODEL BUILDERS
(AURORA) LIMITED 

59 INDUSTRIAL PKWY. S. AURORA
905-727-5661

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
BUILDERS AND RENOVATORS 

SINCE 1956 

By RON WALLACE

It was a long-awaited win-
ter vacation to the
Barbados.

A Chief Executive Officer
of Dell Computers in
Europe at the time, and a
former Aurora resident,
needed the break, so the
family flew to the “summer-
all-the-time” island for a little
R & R.

Surfing sounded like a
good idea to 43-year-old D.
Bruce Sinclair, and off he
went to “catch a wave”.

But the wave caught him
instead, and like a cork,
slammed him onto the
beach with a broken back
and what turned out to be a
permanent spine injury.

That was 10 years ago.
D. Bruce Sinclair, now 53,

has not walked since.
Notwithstanding, being

confined to a wheelchair, D.
Bruce Sinclair, now presi-
dent and CEO of
W a v e R i d e r
Communications Inc., has
not let his disability slow him
down much.

In the winter, he skis.
Summer, he’s on the golf
course. He drives his own
car. And, he’s constantly on
the lookout for places he
can access.

“Canada’s like a third-
world country when it
comes to the handicapped,”
he said last week during an
interview at Aurora’s Joia
Restaurant.

“We’re meeting here,” he
said, “because this is one of
the few places in Aurora I
can get into with a
wheelchair.”

Saturday, June 13, Sinclair
will participate in the
Second Annual Rick
Hansen Wheels of Motion



Another long list is growing, 
Of referrals not yet replied;

Unless they get answers soon,
Some councillors may have died! 

-Poor Richard's Scrapbook  

Last month Poor Richard published Chapter One
of his list of Unfinished Business items discussed
by council, referred to staff or a committee for fur-
ther information, but never heard of again. Here is
Chapter Two.

Away back when funds were being raised for the
Family Leisure Complex, the fundraising committee
recommended that the complex include the Aurora
Sports Hall of Fame.

The goal was to honour and perpetuate the names
and deeds of Aurora residents whose athletic
prowess brought fame to themselves and their
community.

It was proposed that the Sports Hall of Fame
include officials, sponsors, members, trainers,
coaches, etc. whose work over the years enhanced
Aurora’s sporting community.

While council pays tribute to award-winning ath-
letes at the Civic Awards ceremony, it would be
nice to have a permanent Sports Hall of Fame.

Maybe it could go in the new recreational com-
plex.

In August, 2003, adjacent landowners requested
maintenance of the laneway running south from
Wellington Street East between the Larter building
and the Shugart Holdings building, which is used
by both vehicular and pedestrian traffic.

According to a staff report, the laneway is town-
owned, although it was originally owned by the
Machell's and was established as early as 1885.

There are currently rights of way granted in favour
of six nearby owners giving them free unimpeded
access over the laneway.

Staff report that maintaining the lane was time
consuming and labour intensive, especially in the
winter months.

In order to protect the municipality from liability,
staff suggested that vehicular traffic be banned at
all times and pedestrian traffic from November 15
to April 15 annually.

Kenneth Shugart wrote to council to object to the
closing and the issue was referred back to staff for
clarification, especially as to the rights of the six
landowners.

Still waiting to hear if it is to be closed or not.
Last February, Aurora Council was told that

unless a good Samaritan came up with a plot of
land of one-half to an acre in size, community gar-
dens in Aurora would disappear for 2004 in Aurora.

The York Region Food Network has been operat-
ing the community garden in Aurora since 1996 on
a plot of land provided by Avant Imaging and
Information Management on the Industrial Parkway
North, adjacent to Lambert Willson Park.

In late January, AIIM officials notified the Food
Network that they planned to expand their building
and would no longer be able to offer the use of their
land.

Council directed staff to identify available town-
owned property and also to invite private property
owners to supply land for the gardens.

There was some talk about using the parkland on
Dunning Avenue or the Jack Wood's property.

The planting season is over and still no report
from staff as to a possible location to be approved
by council in open session.

In October, 2003, Council lor Ron Wallace
appeared before council's Economic Development
Committee to suggest that Yonge Street be divided
into three districts, as the five-digit street number
meant nothing to most citizens.

He proposed Yonge Street be divided into three
districts named Fluery, Museum and Hillary so that
retailers would have an easier time explaining the
location of their shops. He even displayed appropri-
ate signage for each district.

The committee received the presentation and
referred it to staff for a report.

It was a good idea that got lost in the shuffle and
citizens are still confused.
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Poor 
Richard

Letters to the Editor

We all know the handsome young man at the left is Dick Illingworth, doing his thing as mayor during
one of Aurora’s incredible Horse Shows. What we don’t know is when. And we don’t know the rider.
And, we don’t even know the horse, although it’s a safe bet its name is Heritage. Dick thinks it’s either
1969 or 1970, in the Town Park, where the Horse Show used to be held. Currently, and we mean that,
because it’s on this weekend, the Horse Show may be enjoyed in Machell Park between Aurora Heights
Drive and Orchard Heights Drive. And, by the way, is that the famous Tely Spasopoulos standing
behind the rear of the horse? 

Lots of $$$ needed
for this special dog

More items growing on
unfinished business list

To the editor,

A couple of people have
suggested a letter in The
Auroran may help my fami-
ly's fundraising drive to
raise money for a service
dog for my son.

Our family has lived in
Aurora for 25 years. Our
14-year-old son Nathan
has autism, is deaf and
can't speak.

He has multiple daily
seizures that have become
so severe he is only able to
attend school for one to
two hours each afternoon.

In May, he had a unique
surgery done at The
Hospital for Sick Children
where he had a pacemaker
for the brain implanted in a
final effort to reduce his
seizures.

Nathan has been
approved for a trained ser-
vice dog from National
Service Dogs which is
based in Cambridge, the
only organization in North
America to train dogs for
kids with autism.

The dog, either a Lab or
Golden Retriever, will be a
best friend for Nathan, and
will be specially trained to
keep him safe from traffic
hazards, from wandering
and will alert us when he
has a seizure.

Nathan's seizures cause
him to be extremely hyper-
active, and the dog will be
an anchor, helping to keep
Nathan focused and mak-
ing it easier for us to take
him on community outings.

It will hopefully also help
to "bridge the gap"
between Nathan's disabili-

ties and other kids and
adults.

National Service Dogs is
a non-profit registered
charity that depends com-
pletely on fundraising to
provide families like our-
selves with service dogs.

The cost of a puppy, its
care by a special puppy-
raising family and its six-
month training program at
National Service Dog's
training centre is $12,000.

Families who are to
receive a dog must help
National Service Dogs
raise this money.

We are asking family,
friends and community
organizations for help.

We are very appreciative
of our first pledge of sup-
port which is from the
Rotary Club of Aurora who
are donating $500 to
National Service Dogs on
behalf of Nathan.

Joanne Scott Jackson
and Alan Jackson
Nathan's parents
Aurora

ED. NOTE: The Auroran
will match the Rotary
Club's donation. Anyone
else wishing to help
should call the Jacksons
at 905-727-1732.

Nathan Jackson

McGuinty should be
charged, reader says
To the editor,

I cannot begin to say how
annoyed I have become
with the way our political
systems appears to be
working (or not working).

Why hasn't Dalton
McGuinty been charged
with fraud?

The Liberals were elected
by Ontario voters because
of the various promises that
they made to us prior to the

election…few of which have
been kept.

If companies advertised a
product that didn't live up to
what their ad promised,
wouldn't that company be
charged with fraud?

I see no difference.
The government books

should be open to all politi-
cal parties at all levels prior
to an election so that they
ALL have an understanding
of what is possible and what

is not.
Please don't interpret this

letter as support for 
t h e  A l l i a n c e ,  o o p s ,
Conservative, Party either.

And don't get me started
on Jean Cretien and the
missing money.
Is it any wonder that so few

people take the trouble to
vote?

Diane Schedlich
Aurora
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Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

Mayor’s Report
By Tim Jones 

From May 28th to 31st, I attended the Federation of
Canadian Municipalities Annual Conference in Edmonton,
Alberta.

I have been attending this conference for several years now
as an opportunity to meet with others from across Canada to
see how they are addressing the issues common to us all.

I arrived on Thursday, May 27th late afternoon, registered,
picked up the conference information package, reviewed the
schedule and confirmed events that I had planned to attend.
Friday morning, after the opening ceremonies, Prime Minister

Paul Martin addressed the full room of delegates primarily on
the 'New Deal', his campaign platform that he first introduced
to the same conference two years ago.

He was commended for removing the GST from municipal
purchases, and indicated more to come by way of continued
infrastructure funding and the gas tax. The actual dates were
open ended.

In the Saturday resolution session, delegates indicated that
open ended wasn't good enough. We wanted to see assis-
tance offered by the end of this year.

Following Martin's keynote address, I attended the opening
ceremony of the Municipal Expo, with more than 100
exhibitors in all areas of municipal business represented. One
of the items I picked up was an organic waste bucket to try out
in my kitchen, in preparation for the future three-stream waste
collection.
Following this I was invited by the Markham contingent to join

them in an excursion to St. Albert, a city outside Edmonton, to
explore the function of a 'Special Constable', a position that is
working in this municipality.
These positions are enhanced municipal bylaw enforcement

officers who also do photo radar, red light camera and other
non moving violations.
In attendance were the Mayor and CAO of St. Albert and the

head RCMP officer of the area.
The Special Constables actually work out of the RCMP office.
I still have concerns about the potential for these people to

find themselves in harm's way without the same training and
resources that a police officer would have but that argument
will wait for another day.

On Friday night, I had dinner with the CAO of York Region
and we took that opportunity to discuss several Regional
issues that affected Aurora.

On Saturday, I attended the resolutions session where we
considered resolutions involving the control of chemicals, the
age of consent, disaster assistance and the federal role in
urban forestry.

Emergency resolutions were also tabled including the price
of gas and the New Deal required from the federal government
for municipalities.
I took a study tour in the afternoon which involved visits to the

Emergency Training facilities and operation centre as well as
the disaster receiving hospital. As I serve on the 911 commit-
tee at the Region, this was very interesting to me.

Saturday night was spent going to various municipal recep-
tion areas where at one, I met representatives from Grand
Prairie Alberta, the location of the Aurora Canadian Hockey
Championship win. They spoke very well of our team!
Sunday morning was spent in F.C.M. business, electing their

incoming executive. Our local representative is Brenda Hogg
from Richmond Hill. She has been on the Board for several
years and serves us well.

If you see something in this column that you wish to
respond to, I welcome your comments, either through the
paper, to the Town Hall by mail - Box 1000, Aurora,
Ontario, L4G 6J1 or e-mail at tjones@town.aurora.on.ca.

Ever since I got my new kitchen, I've been
obsessed with baking.

When Jennifer came home from university, I baked
her banana bread and oatmeal spice cake…weekly.

When Tim's math grade improved, I baked him
peanut butter chocolate chunk cookies…daily.

When Nadia said my baking was good, I made her
brownies…until she screamed at me to stop.

Like any addict, my excuses keep getting lamer.
Yesterday, I woke up and saw that I forgot to put

away the mixer. So, I made an apple pie.
Yes, I know you don't need a mixer to make an

apple pie. It's the thought that counts.
I am trying not to have thoughts…about baking.
I am trying to go back to the good old days, when

I would drink coffee and read The Auroran and drink
coffee. But no…suddenly, I can no longer read on
coffee alone. I need muffins.

Over the past few months, Auroran letter writers
have been terrorizing me more than they have
Council!  

First, somebody mentions the Salzberg Café,
which I remember fondly. I'm thinking strudel. Then
a week or two later, somebody else mentions
Kessler's Bakery. I'm baking strudel. Next thing I
know, I'm eating strudel…twice a day!

If this keeps up, I'm going to look like cellulite
enriched strudel! Please stop! I have gained seven
pounds! Did I mention cheesecake? I got five
pounds that way.

It's all Ted's fault.
Now that we're baking down memory lane, does

anybody remember Le Foubourg? It was once a
quaint little French Bistro where Filly and Firkin is

today.
Ivan, the owner, got me Lindor chocolate (a.k.a.

"the good stuff") long before it was declared legal.
And Ted, the chef, made New York style cheese-

cake that we would all vote to rename "Aurora Style
Cheesecake". Ted called it "Guardian Cheesecake".

The "Guardian Cheesecake" would have been
toast, just like Le Foubourg, except my husband
knew I preferred cheesecake to toast. He rescued it
for…um…me. My knight in shining armour.

One day, Ted needed a lawyer. My husband
charged him a fair price…yup, the recipe. He loves
me!

Except Ted didn't call i t the "Guardian
Cheesecake" for nothing. For nearly 15 years,
Damir has guarded Ted's secret recipe, just like he
promised.

It has brought him fame and popularity among peo-
ple who occasionally ask: "Honey, do I look fat?"

I am now a card-carrying member of that group.
I hang "skinny clothes" in my pantry instead of in

my closet. I use bikini tops as oven mitts.
And I post sticky notes on my mixer that say: "Don't

do it!"
My life has changed without warning.
Which is why I found it necessary to look up

Treeline Kitchens at the Aurora Home and Lifestyle
Show back in April, and let Bruce Linton know that
his kitchens should have stickers on them that say:

WARNING: Your new kitchen may cause excessive
baking, eating and weight gain.

C a t h y  w e l c o m e s  e - m a i l  a t : laugh-
ingmatters@aci.on.ca

Honey, do I look fat?

Cathy’s 
Corner

Letters to the Editor

FCM weekend 
in Edmonton

Ducks shine in west pool
To the editor,

I just had to write and
say how appropriate this
is: during the officially
proclaimed 'Master
Ducks Week' in Aurora,
the Aurora Master Ducks
placed second at the
2004 Masters National
Swimming Champion-
ships in Edmonton!

In addition to our excel-
lent performance in the
water, we were the best-
looking and most orga-
nized team by far.

This was made possible
because of the ongoing
suppor t from our loyal
sponsors. Thank you for

believing is us - we are
most grateful to you.

Gold Sponsors: Pace
Savings & Credit Union;
Remax Aurora (Barb
Blaser); Cambria Design
Build; Sundaze Tanning
Studio; Zeifman &
Company; Designer's
Edge Hair Salon;
Farquhar Or thodontics;
PC Law; Oakridge
Outfitters.

Silver Sponsors:
Backyard Pool & Spa;
Beau Brummel Tailors
Inc.; Goodyear Aurora;
Purple Pig Restaurant;
Power Water; Johnson &
Johnson; Omar's Shoes.

Bronze Sponsors:

Breakaway Business
Systems; Duckwor th
Financial Services;
Shady Lane Exper t 
Tree Care; Aw Shucks
Restaurant; Masterclean
Contracting & Cleaning;
V a n d e n B o s c h e
Jewellers; Flowers by
Terry; Exhale Spa -
Bradford.

Special Mention: Maria
Sweets; Straight Lines
Sporting Goods; Ontario
Egg Producers;
Balloonacy; A&P
Dominion; GO Transit;
Toula Restaurant; Westin
Hotels; Sunny Crunch
Foods; Car Wash
Company; Speedo; Omni

Swim; Staples - Aurora;
Shoppers Drug Mar t -
South Aurora; Q 107;
Starbucks Aurora; Dr.
Budolowski; Barrons;
Aquinas Graphics.

Nancy Black
Head Coach

More 
Letters 
Pages 
6 & 7
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By DICK ILLINGWORTH
BOUQUETS to Father Philip Poole of Trinity Anglican

Church Aurora on his appointment as
Honourary Chaplain for the Central York Fire
Service in order to provide spiritual support to
the fire service and its members should the

need arise.

BRICKBATS to members of council for authorizing a salary
increase of three per cent for non-union
staff effective April 1, 2004, while negotia-
tions are still underway with CUPE Local

905. Council could live to regret the clause about the possi-
ble readjustment when the agreement with CUPE is
reached.

BOUQUETS to any member of council who will request a
monthly report from the bylaw enforcement
department as to the actions taken by bylaw
enforcement during the month, the number of
violations issued, results, etc.

More BOUQUETS to any member of council, especially a
member of the Leisure Services Advisory
Committee, who will request a report on the
2004 Aurora Art Show and Sale and the Aurora
Seniors Art Group including the number of

sales, attendance, revenue to the town and town expendi-
tures. After all, it is public business!

BRICKBATS to Councillor Evelyn Buck for her disgraceful
conduct at a recent general committee
meeting when because one of her col-
leagues had the audacity to amend one

of her proposals, she walked around the table and with a
folded agenda whacked him over the head. What happened
to the Code of Ethics and Parliamentary Procedure? 

BOUQUETS to the Aurora Rotary Club for donating more
than $10,000 for community projects including
$1,000 to the Aurora High School to help pro-
duce a musical, $7,200 to the Community
Safety Village and a TV set to the Women's

Centre of York Region.

BRICKBATS for continually putting the cart before the
horse and approving projects, hiring pro-
ject managers and architects before
having a full discussion as to costs and

financing. The Seniors’ Centre is following the same path as
the rec complex. Councillors have to start taking control! 

BOUQUETS to Larry and Liz Sutton of Innisfil for writing to
the Auroran and letting Poor Richard know that
Frank Szeler is alive and well in Angus. Frank
was well-known in Aurora a few years back for
his fight against drugs in the high schools.

BRICKBATS to Canada's high-flying cabinet ministers for
using the government's $100 million
Challenger jets to fly hither and yon at
taxpayers' expense, such as $64,000 for

Sheila Copps to fly to Edmonton. What happened to com-
mercial travel?

BOUQUETS to Liberal Education Minister Gerard
Kennedy for rescinding the expensive and inef-
ficient teacher testing program imposed by the
Harris Progressive Conservative government.
It cost $10 million and fewer than 20 per cent of

the teachers participated. With parents, principals and
supervisors, teachers should get a fair evaluation.

BRICKBATS to those in the federal and provincial govern-
ments for doing little to control gas
prices. They are placing an undue bur-
den on social agency workers and vol-

unteers who are required to use their cars to carry out their
duties of assisting seniors, handicapped and others who
need their help.

Like a good neighbour,
State Farm is there.

PETER VIRTANEN, CLU
220 Industrial Pkwy S. Unit 37 

(Across from Aurora Hydro) 
Aurora, ON

905-727-8400
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company * Canadian Head Office: Scarborough, Ontario 

ONUMENTS BY
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
29 Victoria Street, Aurora L4G 1R1 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Attack unwarranted;
she should apologize,
this reader maintains

To the editor,

I have attended many,
many council meetings
over the nearly 20 years I
have lived in Aurora.

Some of them have not
been all that productive,
but the general commit-
tee meeting of Tuesday
June 1, was the last
straw!

Many residents already
knew that this council is
self admittedly 'dysfunc-
tional', and the personali-
ty wars rampant.

The verbal abuse that
goes on is very disre-
spectful to the members
and to the role of council-
lor.

However, Councillor
Evelyn Buck has crossed
the line.

She ran in the recent
election on a slogan of
"watch me roar" which
was to voice her concern

over many decisions
made and the direction
that council was taking.

Since then, she has
called more 'points of
order' during the meet-
ings of the first six
months of this term than I
believe have ever been
called over the previous
years.

While she continually
reminds others of meet-
ing protocol, it doesn't
seem to apply to her.

At another recent meet-
ing Councillor Phyllis
Morris raised her con-
cern over graffiti around
town, to which Mrs. Buck
replied that she was
thinking of doing some
herself!

That comment wasn't
said in humour but
rather, I believe, in
anger; never theless it
was ignored.

But at this past meeting

in a fit of obvious frustra-
tion and anger when oth-
ers disagreed with her
comments she surpris-
ingly physically attacked
another councillor.

This is not the type of
role model or representa-
tion that we need.

I believe even those
who voted for her would
NOT approve of this con-
duct.
The issues that our town

faces in the next few
years are too important
to waste time and energy
dealing with members
who cannot manage their
attitude and emotions.

The councillor she
assaulted said he won't
disagree with her again.

While I am sure he
speaks in jest, no coun-
cillor should have to be
concerned about physi-
cal abuse.

I am proud to call

Aurora my home town
and to see this conduct in
the council chamber of
our town is uncon-
scionable.

Councillor Buck should
not only apologize to her
assailant but to all the
taxpayers of Aurora.

Councilor Buck, please,
for the sake of Aurora,
STOP THE ROARING!

If we really believe that
'Aurora is a community of
character', then the place
to demonstrate that
includes the council
chamber.

Frankly, at this point,
this is some character we
can do without.

It is not representative
of our community and
there is no place in our
community for such
behaviour.

Al Wilson
Aurora

Support for complex didn’t
come easily, reader states
To the editor,

A week has passed
since the vote to contin-
ue with the construction
of the new Aquatic and
Hockey Centre in
Aurora.

With reflection on the
process, you begin to
realize the pressure our
council lors have been
under.

Our councillors were
presented with and had
to read volumes of mate-
rial...material that often
made the tax act look
like easy reading.

They had to listen to
experts, to emotional cit-
izens - some who were
not always soft spoken.

They had to answer
hundreds of letters and
emails, spend hours on
the phone or meeting
with various individuals
or groups.

They were pressed by a
deadline that was critical
to hockey and even more

urgent to swimming.
Even to the strongest of

us, it was an emotional
roller coaster.

We are grateful for their
positive suppor t, and
equally grateful for the
time and effor t they put
in to come up with their
decision.

Did I mention that this
was only one of many
important decisions they
had to make in the last
month?

We all might have our
beefs with individual
members of council, but
we must all recognize
the hard, diff icult and
often thankless job they
do for us.

We would like to thank
our Mayor and Council
first for their time and
effort and second for a
recreation facil i ty that
will suit the needs of so
many citizens of Aurora.

Also, we would like to
thank the Chief
Administrative Officer,

the Clerk’s Department,
and the Leisure Services
Department, who put in
an exemplary effor t to
meet with the communi-
ty, and in the planning of
an outstanding facility.

The next task is to
begin a fundraising cam-
paign and for everyone
to continue to show their
support.

We also want to contin-

ue to overload our
Leisure Services
Department as they do
the exciting work of pro-
gramming the facility to
fit the needs of all.

Again, thank you to
everyone who helped
and thank you to Council
for your support!

Reg Chappell
Aurora Swim Team
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• 100’s of Unique Lighting Ideas 
•  Wholesale Prices 
•  Lamps and Lampshades 

15570 Yonge St., Aurora 
905-727-7347

THE LIGHT SPOT

STORE HOURS
Mon., Tues., Wed. 10 am - 6 pm

Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Fri. 10 am - 6 pm 
Sat. 10 am - 5 pm

AURORA’S NO.1 LIGHTING STORE

15150 Yonge St., Aurora 
(across from the Aurora Library)(905) 751-0986  

FFFFRRRREEEEEEEE
ENTREE

Open for Dinner Tues. to Sun. 5 - 10 pm 
Open for Lunch Wed. to Fri. 12 noon

Purchase any lunch or dinner entrée at reg. price & receive another
lunch or dinnerentrée of equal or lesser value for 

FREE maximum value $20.00

Italian Restaurant
on Yonge

“Ambitious” council approves rink, pool
To the editor,

It is with great concern that
I learned that Aurora
Council, on May 25th, on a
vote of 6-3 endorsed the
new rec complex complete
with the swimming pool
component.

Those voting for the com-
plex were Tim Jones, Phyllis
Morris, Damir Vrancic, Ron
Wallace, Bill Hogg and Nigel
Kean.

Those opposed were
Evelyn Buck, John West
and Wendy Gaertner.

This decision represents
an incredible financial com-
mitment for taxpayers for
many years to come.

I have one simple question
and one request.

In the interest of trans-
parency, and fiscal respon-
sibility, what is the projected
tax increase for us for the
next year alone?

Also, if possible, what are
the tax projections for the
next three years based on
homes, say, for example,
$250,000, $275,000,
$300,000, $350,000 and
$400,000?
We also have to remember

that tax increases feed on
themselves with each year
building on last year’s
increase.

Council has an ambitious
agenda.

The seniors’ centre, origi-
nally forecast at $2.1 million
is now trying to reduce from
a $3.2 million overrun.

With the addition of the
new rec centre estimate of
$24 million, we see infras-
tructure costs of $26 million.

These figures assume no
allowance for unforeseen
problems such as soil condi-
tions.

Also, the tax projections
are based on an estimated

development plan which
calls for 620 new homes to
be built each year, up from
the original proposal of 400
homes per year.
What happened to the con-

cept of controlled growth on
which several councillors
campaigned in last
November’s election?

At this council meeting, Mr.
Vrancic and Ms Morris
spoke with some passion
about the impact of this pro-
ject on taxpayers.

However during a five-
minute recess before the
vote, requested by Mr.
Vrancic, on their return their
positions changed.
What happened in the inter-

im?
It strikes me that Aurora is

rapidly becoming an elitist
town.

However, we do not all live
in exclusive neighbourhoods
where incomes rise annually
and tax increases are no
problem.

It’s time for a reality check
for the middle and lower
income people.

If you are concerned about
this issue, call your council-
lor, or e-mail, write a letter,
start a neighbourhood peti-
tion.

It’s up to us.

Judy Salmon
Aurora

Seniors’ art show huge success
To the editor,

Seeing a need in the
community, the Aurora
Seniors Art Group was
organized in 1991 by its
instructor, Aurora artist
Dorothy Clark McClure.

Classes are held on
Tuesdays from 9.30 a.m. to
noon at the Seniors’
Centre at 52 Victoria
Street.

All levels of experience
are encouraged and resi-
dence is not a prerequisite.

New members (55 years
and older) are welcome to
join.

The next course starts
September 14 and you can
call 905-727-2816 to regis-
ter. Space is limited.

This year (2004) the
group celebrated its 10th
Annual Art Show and Sale
at the Centre with a Friday
evening opening and from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Saturday.

Our sales were $2,314,
including the fourth pur-

chase by the Town for their
permanent collection from
the “Aurora, Our Kind of
Town” (historic) category.

Seventeen paintings were
sold, with $344 in Hasty
Notes made by the artists.

We pay a modest com-
mission to the town but the
event would not be possi-
ble without the great help
from Centre Director Kim
Hinder; Esther, who volun-
teers to handle the refresh-
ments; and Brian and Matt
who install the stands and

the signs.
Thanks to our suppliers

who contributed three draw
prizes.

Individual style and sub-
ject matter, plus media, are
encouraged.

A sense of professional-
ism in presentation and
framing often surprises
visitors to the show.

As a group we have a lot
of fun and many lasting
friendships result.

At the end of each course
(spring, fall and winter) we
traditionally convene to
one of the many fine
restaurants in town for
lunch.

Kudos to the newspaper
staff for assisting us in
preparing an ad in the
Auroran to celebrate our
10th anniversary.

Sales and attendance
were noticably up as a
result.

Dorothy Clark McClure
Aurora 

Farmers' Market
opens Saturday
To the editor,

This Saturday, June
12th at 8 a.m. the Aurora
Farmers' Market opens
for the third year.

Once again the Market
will be held in the
Temperance Street park-
ing lot which is located
between Tyler Street and
Wellington Street on the
east side.

All of last year's ven-
dors are returning plus
there will be two or three
new ones.

We are still looking for
more vendors who sell
crafts, antiques or pro-
duce.

The price of a booth is
between $60 and $100
for the year and the mar-
ket will run through the
Saturday of the
Thanksgiving weekend.

I ask that you please

come out and shop at the
market and then perhaps
spend time shopping the
Downtown Core of
Aurora or visit the many
historic areas in the
downtown area.

This year we will feature
a coupon board for many
of the downtown retailers
and restaurants.

Here shoppers can pick
up coupons to save
money at the many great
stores in the area.

For any non-profit char-
ities you can sell or
advertise at the Market
free on any Saturday.

I urge you to try the
Market which is there to
help suppor t the area
and hopefully help reju-
venate the downtown.

For further information
please call Chris
Alexander at the 
Town Hall or me at 

905-841-6776.

Nigel Kean
Aurora

Custom cabinets and built ins.
In house design, manufacture and 

installation. 
Residential and Commercial.

(905) 716-7817
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600 vendors, perfect weather, attract 40,000 to street festival

Crowds, estimated at
more than 40,000, took
advantage of perfect
weather Sunday to
attend the 9th annual
Aurora Chamber of
Commerce Street
Festival. And given the
upcoming federal elec-
tion, local candidates
took full advantage of
the “captive audience”
A t  b o t t o m  l e f t ,
Conservative Belinda
Stronach speaks with
Aurora Mayor Tim
Jones, Liberal Martha
Hall Findlay welcomes
federal minister Jim
Peterson, and NDP Ed
Chudak (blue shirt) had
his contingent on the
street. Above, left, the
car show at the south
end of the street was
another big attraction.
Left of that, Nick
Kasimos barbecues
lunch at Wellington’s.
On the climbing wall is
Sean Graham, while an
overall view of the huge
c r o w d  i s  c a u g h t  
by Auroran photogra-
phers. The stilt walkers,
at right, again attracted
the crowd’s eye as they
towered over the street.
At right is Misty Farrow,
b e t t e r  k n o w n  a s
Giggles the Clown.

Photos by 
Ron Wallace, David

Falconer 
and Rob Schuetze
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All - new 2004 models now in stock. 
AVEO, EPICA, MALIBU MAXX & more
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Wedding Cakes 
Event Catering 

and Pastries
Gluten & Sugar Free

Specializing in:
• Wedding Cakes 

• Fine European Pastries
• Hors D’oeuvres 

• Gift Baskets 
• Event Catering

Betty Fiebig 
Director

41-4 Industrial Pkwy South
Aurora

905-727-5198

Winner of the “Small Business of the Year Award”
For Aurora  2003 - 2004

The little jumper is at it
again.

Last week, Aurora’s
Samantha Sendel was
crowned Canadian National
Youth Champion in Ladies
Individual Trampoline.
This is a huge accomplish-

ment for a 12-year old com-
peting in her first year in this
category.

National Youth represents
the country's elite under 18
years of age.

Her surprising victory and
score secured Samantha a
place on the Canadian

Team, and she will repre-
sent Canada next month in
Tampa, Florida,at the Pan
American Championships.
Prior to that, Samantha will

represent our Canada in an
Age Group Championship
(under 15) at the Indo-
Pacific Games hosted in
Kelowna, British Columbia.

Samantha also added two
Team (Ontario) Gold
medals at this year's
Nationals, and picked up a
Silver medal in the National
Novice Double-Mini Tramp
category.

Samantha jumps
to another award

O

Summer of '04 may

be Hottest ever!
Is your home ready?

www.click4comfort.com*with this ad
expires June 20/04

905.727.4258

"HOME SMART - 22 Point Clean & Check"
for your Central Air Conditioner. *$10.00 off

Book Now!

... our 80th year!

Turn To The Experts

We Service All Makes...We Service All Makes...

Summer of ‘04 may 
be Hottest ever!

Spectrum twirlers
capture medals

The Spectrum Baton
Club competed at the
Ontario Provincial Baton
Twirling Championships
last weekend at Humber
College in Etobicoke
and came away with
impressive results.

The Aurora-based club,
with 50 members from
Aurora, Newmarket, and
surrounding areas, had
nine teams competing at
various age divisions in
the Provincial Group
Championships, and of
these, three captured
gold, three won silver,
and one brought home
the bronze, to cap off
one of the most suc-
cessful Provincial Group
Championships in the
club’s history.

Additionally, the club
had approximately 30
athletes competing in
various individual
events, and once again,
Spectrum led the way.

Following are some of
the results:

Jordan Meron captured
the gold medal in the

Junior Women's Level A
Freestyle Championship,
while Jordan and partner
Keara Heywor th from
Tottenham captured the
bronze medal in the
Senior A Pairs division.

Jordan also brought
home two bronze medals
in the Junior Medley and
Solo Dance Divisions.

Kristine Nicolle cap-
tured the gold medal in
Senior two-baton divi-
sion.

Maria Lindgren and
Jenna McLeod brought

home the bronze medal
in the Senior  duet divi-
sion, and additionally
Maria placed fifth in
Senior Medley and
Jenna was sixth in
Senior solo dance.

Many of Spectrum's
team members have
qualified to represent
Aurora and Ontario at
the Canadian National
B a t o n  T w i r l i n g
Championships, which
take place in Winnipeg
Manitoba from July 
3 to 11.

Summer Advanced Training Camp 
This 4 week Advance Training Camp will be held:

Camp Dates:July 5th to July 30th (4 Weeks)
Camp Hours: 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
Camp Days:  Monday  through  Thursday  (6 Years and older)
Monday & Wednesday OR Tuesday & Thursday (5 Years and younger)

9 Week Summer Classes

10 Week Fall Programs
Ask about our Rolled Back Prices

• Recreational • Competitive • Abilities Program
• Parent and Tot  • Advance Recreational  • School & Group Packages

Competitive Gymnastics Classes
Programs for Boys and Girls

Training Children ages 5 years and up
Offering Programs 4 hours, 6 hours, 12 hours and 16 hours per week 

Competitive Programs tryouts are: 
July 5th-8th, 12th-15th, 19th 22nd 

9:00 am-12:00pm by appointment only

Call: 905-841-7598    Fax: 905-841-389Email
JaguarGymnastics@aol.com

6 Vata Court Unit 6-7 Aurora Ontario L4G 4B6
Located 2 blocks East of Yonge Street off Edward Street at Vata Court

BALLOON CASTLE BUILDING, MULTI SPORTS, 
OLYMPIC DAY, VOLLEYBALL, BASKETBALL, SPIDER SOCCER

MAKE A REAL MOVIE, SCENES SET AND DRAMA, NATURE 
FITNESS WALK, SCAVENGER HUNT, INDOOR ACTIVITY

TIE DYE T SHIRTS, BANNER MAKING, FACE PAINTING, 
TEAM BASEBALL, MULTI SPORT DAY

We at Jaguar Gymnastics have been working hard to develop a Summer Camp
Program that is both challenging and enjoyable for your child.  
We are looking forward to fun-filled weeks of Gymnastics, games, crafts, sports and
many other exciting activities to ensure that the Summer 2004 will not be forgotten.
Jaguar offers a full range weekly camps, morning, afternoon or full day.
Extended hour daycare is also available at an additional cost.
Extended hour are from 8:00-9:00 am & 4:00-5:00 pm.
Jaguar also offers Abilities Programs for children with special needs.
Abilities Programs are based on a 3 to 1 ratio.

WEEK 1     July         5-9
WEEK 4     July         26-30
WEEK 7     August    16-20

WEEK 2     July         12-16
WEEK 5     August     3, 4, 5, 6
WEEK 8     August     23-27

WEEK 3      July        19-23
WEEK 6     August     9-13
WEEK 9     Aug/Sep   30-3

Summer Camps 
Jaguar Gymnastics Club

Phone # 905-841-7598 or fax 905-841-3985

NEW

Members of the winning Intrigue baton twirling Senior A championship team
include Jordan Meron, Kristine Nicolle, Maria Lindgren, Jenna McLeod,
Elishia LaRose, Elizabeth Seymour, Emily Suderman, Keara Heyworth, Kelly
Furnish and club director/coach Jennifer Meron.

NEED A NEW DECK?
WE’VE GOT YOUR LUMBER!

AURORA HOME HARDWARE BUILDING CENTRE 

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora  •  905-727-4751
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CALL 
FOR A
FREE
TRIAL

Quality Decks and Fencing
Deck and Fence Power Washing and Restoration

Professional Home Improvements 
• Basements, Additions, Renovations

Call for FREE ESTIMATE
Tel: (905) 726-3735  

Serving Aurora & Area

• Lessons • Training • Leasing • Sales• Lessons for the beginner to the      advanced rider on safe school horses & ponies •  Training for the Trillium, “A” circuit, Hunter & Jumper and 3-day.• 60 x 170 indoor area 

• 2 outdoor jumper rings

3125 Vandorf Sdrd., Gormley 
(10 MINUTES EAST OF AURORA, AT WARDEN)

(905) 888-RIDE (7433)
Home of the Eglinton Pony Club

www.kingequestrianclub.com  •  Email: king.equestrian@sympatico.ca

REGISTER NOW FOR

SUMMER DAY CAMP

More than 200 stu-
dents from Wells
S t r e e t  S c h o o l ’ s
Kindergarten to Grade
6 took part in a
w a l k a t h o n  F r i d ay
afternoon to raise
funds to fight juvenile
diabetes. The young-
s t e r s  w a l k e d  t o
Sheppard’s Bush and
back. In the top photo,
students head out on
their trek, while,
b e l o w , J a n e l l e
Larocque, Alexandra
Stehle  and Kat ie
Haynes take a
breather following the
walk. At left, mom Erin
Maynard, joined her
two children, Ethan, 2,
left and Danielle, 6, on
t h e  a d v e n t u r e .
Students raised more
than $7,000 in the
walk organized by
t e a c h e r s  C o r e y
Jackson and Christine
Nattress.

Auroran photos

by David Falconer

Wells 
walk

Tomlinsons open
Merlin’s Hollow 
gardens for tours

On Wednesday, June 16,
from 11a.m. to 7 p.m.,
Aurora's famous "Merlin's
Hollow" gardens will be
open to the public as a
fundraiser for the Aurora
Historical Society.

Thanks once again to
David and Dierdre
Tomlinson, visitors will
have a chance to stroll
through the garden at a
leisurely pace, without the
distractions of the hun-
dreds of visitors who often
fill the garden on one of its
several "free" days during
the year.

An added bonus this
year will be the opportuni-
ty to take part in two guid-
ed tours by David himself
at noon or 3 p.m.
This will be an opportune

time to ask gardening
questions and learn more
about the many hundreds
of flowers, shrubs and
trees on the site. Plants,
including many rare and
unusual perennials, will be
available for sale.

Admission at the gate
will be $5 per person, with
all proceeds going toward
the continuing restoration

and operation of Hillary
House.

For an additional $5, visi-
tors will be able to enjoy
tea and a tour at Hillary
House between the hours
of 1:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m..

Merlin's Hollow, on
Centre Crescent, is located
just north of Centre Street,
west of Industrial Parkway.
Hillary House is located at

15372 Yonge Street, just
north of Wellington.

Marianne Mulhern, B.A., B. Comm.
Sales Representative

“Let me open new doors for you”

(905) 727-1941 
mmulhern@trebnet.com

15004 Yonge Street 
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1M6

If you fit into one of these 
categories and have not

been 
contacted by us,

Please call
905-853-4645

New to the community?
Expecting a baby
at your house?

Newly Engaged?
New Business/
Professional?

A Civic minded
Business interested 

in sponsoring 
Welcome Wagon?
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Find Out What your 
Home is Worth On-Line 

visit:

www.QuickOnlineEvaluation.com
ReMax Omega Realty (1988) Ltd.

A garden with time reveals itself to you

mygardencoach@gosympatico.ca
Master Gardener C.L.D. 
905-727-9677

GARDEN COGARDEN COAACHCH

Let US Help

With Your...Let US Help

With Your...
• Garden Planning
• Garden Design 
• Garden Development

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home
29 Victoria St., Aurora

Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037
Directors:

Brent Forrester - Jacqueline Baak - Rich Kroeger - Gena Maher - Taylor Brown 

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

Ben Kestein, left, accepts congratulations from Mayor Tim Jones after
receiving the Ontario Heritage Foundation’s Certificate of Achievement dur-
ing Civic Awards presentations Wednesday night. Kestein has been a long
time fighter to save the McKenzie Marsh on St. John’s Sideroad.

Auroran photo by David Falconer.

Aurora citizens honoured
A guy who likes to skip has

been named Aurora's
newest Citizen of the Year.

Phil Horsman, a long time
resident and school teach-
er, was named during
Aurora's annual Civic
Awards last Wednesday
night.

The idea of the Citizen of
the Year came about as a
result of a Grade 10 student
council project in 1969 and
was picked up by Aurora
Council.

The late Bob Blick was
named as Aurora's first
Citizen of the Year in 1970.

Last Wednesday, Aurora
Mayor Tim Jones teased the
audience as he led up to the
announcement.

Horsman has been a
teacher for 31 years, 14 of
them at Aurora Senior
Public School.

Associated with his teach-
ing, he founded the York
Region Athletic Association
and has been the chairman
of the organization for 20
years.

Outside his professional
duties at school, he
coached the Senior Girls’
Volleyball Team as well as
hosting evening tourna-
ments for junior and senior
boys and girls' basketball
and volleyball.

For the past 20 years,
Horsman was in charge of
the Heart and Stroke
Foundation "Jump for
Heart" program for all the
schools in York Region.

Being in incredible condi-
tion from all the skipping left
the community speechless
when he suffered a heart
attack a few years ago.

His promotional efforts
made students more heart
smart and in doing so
raised more than $5 million
for the Heart and Stroke
Foundation.

In the early days of the
award, it was presented as
part of the Birthday Ball on
June 30th, the eve before
the July First celebrations.
In 1996, it was included with
the Civic Awards ceremony.

Over the years residents
selected as Citizens of the
Year included Annabelle
Black (1971), Dick
Buchanan (1972), Don
Glass (1973), Jack Wood
(1974). Rev. Homer McAvoy
(1975), Dr. Crawford Rose
(1976), Fred Bolsby (1977),
posthumous to Bill
Dinsmore (1978), Omar
Khamissa (1979), Jack
Williamson (1980), Eric
Smith (1981), Vic Paraninfo
(1982), Leslie Oliver (1983),
Lowell McClenny (1984),
Bill Coleman (1985), Fred
Conklin (1986), Nora
McRoberts (1987), Norm
Stewart (1988), Dick
Illingworth (1989), Arnold

Miller (1990), Buck McLarty
(1991), Jack De Graaf
(1992), Wanda McKenzie
(1993), Dianne Harrison
(1994), Susan Gwilliam
(1995), Steve Hinder
(1996), Gerry Payne (1997),
Ferguson Mobbs (1998),
Vic Priestly (1999),  Jackie
Stubbs (2000),  Ken Smith
(2001), Bob Hartwell (2002)
and John McIntyre (2003).

The Citizen of the Year
Award is a fine tradition and
it all started as an idea from
a student council.

Unfortunately teacher R.K.
Smith, responsible for that
student council, was trans-
ferred to another school and
at that time no other teacher
was willing to pick up the
student project.

Aurora's one and only stu-
dent council will always be
remembered every year as
the award is presented to
Aurora's Citizen of the Year.

Aurora councillor hit
at committee meeting

For the first time in the
history of Aurora
Council, one member
physically assaulted
another in the council
chambers.

After council had
adopted an amendment
by Council lor Ron
Wallace proposing
changes to the procedu-
ral bylaw submitted by
Councillor Evelyn Buck,
she got up from her
chair, walked around
the council table and
whacked Wallace over
the head with a folded
agenda.

Councillor Nigel Kean,
chairman of the meet-
ing, refused to let Buck
resume her seat at the
council table until she
made a public apology
for her actions.

Buck said that for the
record she would apolo-
gize but Wallace was
not in attendance as he
left the meeting after
the assault saying he'd
had enough.

Wallace said he spoke
with Buck the following
day and quickly accept-
ed her apology.

At a previous meeting
Buck gave notice of
motion seeking the right
for councillors to attend
any committee meeting
and par ticipate in the
discussion of any issue.

Non-committee council
members would not be
entit led to make
motions or vote.

She objected to the
wording of the procedu-
ral bylaw which stated a
non-member of the
committee could only
speak at the invitation
of the chair. Her motion
was endorsed by coun-
cil.

Wallace said that in
order to have control of
the meeting non-mem-
bers should only be
allowed to speak at the
invitation of the chair.

Buck argued that was

the very reason she had
brought forward her
notice of motion.

While there was gener-
al agreement for non-

members to attend com-
mittee meetings, the
committee supported the
Wallace motion resulting
in the assault.

CRIMINAL 
DEFENCE

BAIL

WILLS,
ESTATES

REAL
ESTATE

YOUNG 
OFFENDERS

Susan E.Tucker 
Lawyer & Notary Public

905 727-7775
FAMILY 

LAW

8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
Aurora

Tel: (905) 727-6401

SALE40th Anniversary

$240.40
During the month of June 

Enhancing your; Drinking Water, Beverages, Cooking, Pets,
Aquariums, Steam Appliances

RESIDENTIAL 
REVERSE OSMOSIS 

DRINKING WATER SYSTEM

Reg. $299.00 Model # R050TFC-5

Tel: 905-713-3753
225 Industrial Parkway South Unit # 7, Aurora, ON L4G 3V5

LEATHER GOODS 

• OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

• PRODUCTS START AT $5.00 

• All LEATHER REPAIR 

• CUSTOM DESIGNS
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Put your PC to work 

Earn $1400 P/T - $5000 F/T 
Training and Support provided 

Visit 
www.curemoneyproblems.com

or call 1-800-377-2076

WHERE GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT!

DON’T FORGET - EARN FREE SHOES - JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

FATHER’S DAY - SUNDAY JUNE 20TH

SHOES
Est. 1970

(905) 727-939114800 Yonge Street, Aurora Shopping Centre

SO COMFY...

BIXBY

BARCO

BOTH SHOES EQUIPPED WITH RUBBER OUTSOLE PADS, FULL GRAIN LEATHER UPPERS AND WATER RESISTANT LEATHERS.

At OMARS, our friendly and experienced sales staff 
will stress the importance of a proper fit for you and your family. 

We are highly recommended by the medical 
profession for fitting orthotics and comfort shoes.

Dad’s golf shoes may stay in
storage all summer!

Seniors’ building costs still rising
Aurora councillors have

found themselves in the
same financial fiasco with
the proposed Seniors’
Centre as they did with the
Recreational Complex,
which was given the green
light at the last council
meeting.

After a lengthy debate the
Centre was given a partial
green light on condition
that staff can find an extra
half million dollars to meet
revised estimated costs of
$3.6 million for the building
that would be constructed
in front of the Town Hall.

The controversy dates
back to December, 2001,
when council approved the
designation of the main
and upper floors of the
Victoria Street Library for
use as the Seniors’ Centre.

In May, 2003, staff pre-
sented three options,
including restoring and ren-
ovating the old library for
$1.2 million with funds
included in the 2004 capital
budget.

Other options included
replacing the old library
and existing centre with a
5-storey building to accom-
modate seniors' apart-
ments with the centre on
the bottom two floors, or
relocating the centre into a
new facility away from the
downtown core.

Staff reported that follow-
ing meetings with the
seniors' steering committee
there was agreement to
proceed with the public/pri-
vate 5-storey building com-
plex, and if that was not
suitable to council, to go
with the renovation option.
The staff report came as a

surprise to some council-
lors, as they claimed it had
never been discussed.

Soil tests had been car-
ried out and an architect
engaged to prepare prelim-

inary plans without the
approval of council.

Council voted 5-4 to pro-
ceed with the public/private
partnership.

Then on July 15, 2003,
council voted 7-2 for the
construction of a new
14,000 square foot centre
on land south of the Town
Hall at an estimated cost of
$2.8 million with occupancy
within two years.

Some councillors were
critical of the process as
the project had been dis-
cussed and endorsed by a
seniors' steering committee
before councillors were
made aware of it.

Even a warning by
Councillor Ron Wallace
that it was doubtful the
facility would be available
within the two-year time
frame, failed to convince
his colleagues or the
seniors in attendance.

A spokesman for the
seniors said they would
rather be inconvenienced
with their cramped 4,000
square feet space in the old
fire hall for two years until
the new centre was avail-
able than move into the old
library.

On October 28, 2003,
without comment or discus-
sion council endorsed the
schematic design for the
proposed centre.
A public meeting was held

November 27, 2003, to
receive comments to assist
staff in the development of
a concept plan to be pre-
sented to council in
January, 2004.

The proposed building
was to be one-storey and
barrier-free and as the
ground dropped off to the
south, there could be a
walkout from a basement,
to provide space for stor-
age and other uses.

Several seniors were in

attendance at the February
3, 2004, general committee
meeting in hopes the com-
mittee would recommend
to council that approval be
given to the space alloca-
tion and the engagement of
an architect, but they were
doomed to disappointment.

After almost three hours
of presentations and ques-
tion by committee mem-
bers the only decision
made was to hold a free-
wheeling working session.

By this time the estimated
price had increased from
$2.8 million to just over $3
million, without a requested
workshop. In addition, due
to poor soil conditions the
facility had to be moved
northward into the town hall
parking lot.

After further discussion
about the lack of options
provided, moving the
seniors from the downtown
core, the availability of
parking for both the seniors
and the town hall, it was
agreed staff would prepare
a summary of the many
items discussed for a future
meeting.

More than a year ago,
council gave the centre the
green light and selected
WGA Wong Gregersen as
architects, with an upper
limit of $3.1 million, with the
seniors in the audience
applauding and going away
happy.

There is some confusion
as to what happened at an
April council meeting when
it was learned the building
was over the $3.1 million
limit by $177,000.

Staff claimed council had
directed that the facility be
redesigned as a two-storey
building with a first floor
and a finished basement
for program use to bring in
the project under $3.1 mil-
lion.

Council members agreed
staff had been directed to
bring the project in on bud-
get but no direction had
been given for a re-design
or a two-storey building. It
was pointed out that the
only mention of basement
use was for storage.

It was also noted that the
seniors had made it clear
they wanted a barrier-free
one-storey building and if it

was going to be two floors,
they might as well have
moved into a renovated
library.

Representing the seniors'
steering committee,
Charles Sequeira told
committee members last
week he had first appeared
before council in June,
2003, in support of the
14,000 square foot single-
storey building and with
council's approval, the
seniors were happy.

Now, a year later, the
facility had been
redesigned as a two-storey
building as the previous
plan was not within the
budget.

He stressed seniors did
not support a two-storey
building and in order to
bring it in on budget they
would prefer a reduction in
floor space from 14,000 to
12,000 square feet on one
floor.

The one-storey option
presented in April, 2004,
was $3,329,970 plus the
cost of the kitchen for a
total of $3,553,970.
The two-storey option pro-

posed last month was
$3,162,500 plus the cost of
the kitchen for a total of
$3,386,500 and the one-
storey option of 11,000
square feet including the
kitchen was $3,098,736.

He said to retain the orig-
inal one-storey proposal it
would be necessary to
increase the budget,
decrease the size of the
facility or consider another
site.

He added that costs had

increased due to soil condi-
tions as the site was full 
of building material from
the town hall and the 
cost of construction had
increased.

Councillor Damir Vrancic
pointed out that council had
been assured from day one
there was no problem with
the soil and council should
have been made aware of
the problem before discus-
sions reached the present
stage.

Councillor Phyllis Morris
said if members of council
were confused about the
various options and costs
the public would be even
more confused, and the
project had developed into

another financial fiasco.
Councllor Ron Wallace,

who has always supported
the seniors moving into the
renovated library, noted
that if that option had been
accepted, the seniors
would now be enjoying
larger facilities.
Finally a motion was made

by Councillor John West
that the original 14,000
square foot, one storey
building be approved at a
cost of $3.6 million, subject
to a report from council
how the additional
$500,000 could be found.

The West motion was
eventually adopted, but it is
contingent on a further staff
report.

Test trucks banned
from neighbourhood 

Barry M. Hill 
2 Orchard Heights Blvd., Unit 16
Aurora, ON L4G 3W3
905-726-1989
www.edwardjones.com
Member CIPF

Stocks       Bonds       GIC’s
Mutual Funds        RRSP’s

Complaints received
about increased truck
driving school traffic from
residents living in the
Berczy/Metcalfe/Edward
Street corridor has result-
ed in a recommendation
to prohibit them.

It is estimated there are
five truck driving schools
conducting about 10
lessons per day.

The Drive Test Centre
also conducts 10 to 12
driving tests per day in
the same area.

The increase in truck
traffic is a result of the
Drive Test Centre moving
its large truck examina-
tion centre from the
Aurora Community
Centre at the town's
request.

The new truck testing
centre is now located in
the parking lot of the
Bon-L plant on Edward
Street.

The new ruling will not
affect current testing or
truck access to the
Edward Street testing
centre as the examiners
would use Industrial

Parkway instead of the
Berczy/Metcalfe/Edward
Street corridor.

Aurora's general com-
mittee endorsed the rec-
ommendations without
comment or discussion.

CALL FOR HOURS

220 INDUSTRIAL PKWY., S., AURORA

905r841-2832

FANMAN SAVES YOU MONEY!

Spring Specials on
CEILING FANS
Come see our 1500 sq. ft. 

lighting showroom
Table/Floor Lamps/Ceiling Fixtures 
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Watson’s Family 
Karate School

40 Engelhard Dr., Unit #9
Aurora 905-727-7144

TRIAL PROGRAM

www.watsonsfamilykarate.com

RUMOURS AND RAMBLINGS

Everything that goes around, comes around
The McGuinty Liberal government has announced an

ambitious plan to divert 60 per cent of the province's
solid waste from landfill, but there doesn't appear to be
any financial incentives to make municipalities want to
comply.

Back in November, 1992, the Bob Rae New Democrat
government announced a similar plan.
The NDP waste reduction action plan was designed to

reduce the amount of garbage going to landfill by 50
per cent by the year 2000.

Municipalities across the province received a total of
$27 million of which Aurora received $189,200 to sup-
port the town's blue box program.

Where's the money under the Liberal program?

TRANSPORTATION A MAJOR ISSUE

Transportation gridlock is a major issue facing politi-
cians at all levels of government at the present time.

The problem isn't new as back in 1905 the politicians
of the day also had transportation problems.

At that time an electric train, the Metropolitan Railway
or the "Radial" travelled north on Yonge Street from
Toronto, through Aurora and ending up at Lake Simcoe.

In February, 1905, it was announced the property
south of Banbury's livery stable, later Nixon Fisher's 5
and 10 cent store and Stedman's, now the Laurentian
Bank of Canada, had been purchased for the Aurora
station.

It was later an Esso service station and is now a fast
food outlet.

About the same time a delegation went to Ottawa to
see then Prime Minister Sir Wilfred Laurier about
extending the Trent Canal system up the Holland River
to serve Holland Landing, Newmarket and even Aurora.

The canal was partially built and its remains are still
evident in Newmarket and Holland Landing to this day.

Both the canal and the electric railway lost out in later
years to the then unknown challenger, the "horseless
carriage" or the automobile.

While the canal project may have been a folly due to
the lack of water to flood the locks, the electric railway
would be a great asset today to overcome the gridlock
caused by the automobile.

AURORA LEGEND ENTERS HALL OF FAME

Seven years after his death,  Major Fred Tilston, holder of
the Victoria Cross, received another honour.
In October, 1999, he was one of eight inaugural members

to be inducted into the Canadian Professional Sales
Association Hall of Fame.

Tilston was sales manager of Sterling Drug when he
enlisted in the Canadian Army in 1940.
Even though he lost both legs during a battle, he was back

at work at Sterling a year after the amputation surgery.
He rejoined the company as vice-president of sales before

becoming president and chairman of the board when
Sterling made the move from Windsor to Aurora in 1958.

Tilston soon became involved in his adopted community
and the Aurora Legion was later renamed in his honour.

His family presented his Victoria Cross to the Royal
Canadian Institute.

BALLROOM DANCING AT THE GRAYSTONE
Today Aurora's Graystone Restaurant features dancing for

the 30-plus crowd on weekends, but back in September,
1985, it was ballroom dancing.

After a popular spring session the restaurant again offered
ballroom and Latin American 12-week dance courses start-
ing in September with instructor Jean Jeffery.

There were courses for beginners and intermediate
dancers with complimentary after-class dancing, with sin-
gles and couples welcome.

While ballroom dancing took over the dance floor on
Tuesday evenings, the Graystone's popular disco continued
on the other nights of the week.

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW AURORA?

In an effort to find out how much Aurorans knew about their
community, back in September, 1985, Frank Mete of Gabella
Pizzeria hosted the Treasure Hunt of the Century to raise
funds for the Muscular Dystrophy Association of Canada.
The entry fee was $5 per car with no restriction on the num-

ber of occupants. Participants were handed a list of 10 ques-
tions with riddles sending them to different places in Aurora.
The first carload to get the correct answers would receive a

trophy and Gabella's provided free pizza and pop during the
afternoon.

WHEN AURORA STUDENTS WENT ON STRIKE

It was in December, 1968, when about 200 students walked
out of their classrooms at Dr. G. W. Williams Secondary
School to join about 600 high school students from other area
schools to protest Education Minister Bill Davis' decision to
extend the school year by 10 days to June 13.

At Williams, the students, mostly Grades 9, 10 and 11,
marched back and forth in front of the school.

Inside, teachers and students carried on apparently
unaware of what was happening outside.

The striking students claimed they were protesting the
potential loss of income because of the shortened summer
work period.

In order for them to return to class, the striking students
had to bring a note from their parents.

The Aurora Historical
Society is, once again,
organizing a bus tour into
history.

This year, the group will
head out Saturday, June
19, to Ruthven Park, a
country estate near
Cayuga, on the Grand
River.

The tour leaves Church
Street School, at Church
and Victoria Streets, at 9
a.m. and will return about
5:30 p.m.

Cost, including lunch
and admissions, is $45
per person.

Once the centre of a
busy country estate,
Ruthven Park's elegant
mansion was built
between 1845 and 1847
as the family home of
David Thompson, soldier,
businessman and politi-
cian.

Thompson hired John
Latshaw to design one of
Canada's finest Greek
Revival houses.

The Greek Revival style
was more common in the
United States than in
Canada and betrays its
architect's American ori-
gins.

Visitors to Ruthven Park
today marvel at its mag-
nificent three-storey porti-
co and bold detail inspired
by classical temples.

The Thompsons built a
dam, grist mill and saw
mill around which grew
the village of Indiana.

Today, remnants of this
once thriving community

are visible on the Ruthven
Park property. They
include the village ceme-
tery and "Hill House," one
of Indiana's last remain-
ing buildings.

Five generations of
Thompsons owned
Ruthven Park. All furnish-
ings in the house were
owned and used by the
family.

Consisting of about
1,500 acres and stretch-
ing along the Grand River,

the property includes a
unique cultural and natu-
ral landscape with nature
trails, farmlands, tracts of
Carolinian forest, and his-
toric buildings and ruins.

Included will be a
catered lunch on site and
a visit to another nearby
museum before heading
back to Aurora.

To purchase tickets, call
the Historical Society at
905-727-8991.

AHS heads to Ruthven

1201-75 Donway West 
North York, Ont. M3C 2E9 
auddis.wong@cartierpartners.ca

Helping you build a realistic and 
attainable retirement portfolio

Auddis Wong, CIM, CFP
Financial Consultant 
Aurora: 905-727-7396
Toronto: 416-510-1565

- Mutual Funds, RSP 
-Labour Sponsored Funds 
-GICs, Registered Education Plans, RIFs

Super Backsplit!
Fabulous value, 3 bedroom, hardwood, ceramics, cork
flooring. Terrific family area close to schools, parks and
amenities. private back yard. Asking $289,900.00

Super Family Home
2800 sq. ft. 4 bdrm on child safe court in west Aurora.
Large eat in kitchen, massive deck and hot tub perfect
for outdoor entertaining. $419,000.00

Incredible Value!
2150 Sq. ft. 4 bedroom home in NE Newmarket. Close
to schools, parks, shopping, and easy access to 404
for commuters. $339,000.00

YORK GROUP REALTY INC.

Sean Herbinson
Sales Representative

Selling homes in Aurora 

for more than 12 years

905-727-1941
sherbinson@sympatico.ca

Old Aurora!
Lovely bright 3 bedroom bungalow in a much sought after
area of Aurora. Strip hardwood floors throughout main level.
Large mature lot accessible from walk out basement. Plenty
of room to expand. Asking $334,999.00

SSOOLLDD

OLD AURORA! 88 CATHERINE AVE.

OPEN HOUSE Sat. June 12th 2pm - 4pm

Need Bail 
NOW?

CALL 416-435-8433

DON CARTER 
CRIMINAL LAWYER

OVER 10 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
IN YORK REGION

24 HRS.



CALL Classifieds 
905-727-7128

AURORAN, Week of June 8, 2004 - 15

Special rates: non-commercial word ads: $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 for two weeks (+g.s.t.) maximum 15 words (Applies to word ads only)  
Commercial: Classes, workshops and course calendar $7/wk min. 6 weeks. Over 60,000 copies delivered to Aurora residents each month! Call today.

C L A S S I F I E D S T: 905-727-7128F: 905-727-2620

Put your lawn/garage sale on the map 
again this year - FREE!

Call 905-727-7128 to advertise your garage sale 
(FREE TO AURORA RESIDENTS)

1)  Moving Sale 7 Underhill Cres. @ Henderson Dr.  9 -
2) Multi-Family Mugford Rd. @ John West Way  8 - 1 
3)  53 Snedden  Ave. 8 - 1 
4) Multi-Family Murdock Ave. @ McLeod 8 - 1
5) Huge Street Sale  88 Catherine Ave. 8 - 3 (Rain Date: June 13)
6) Multi-Family  99 Brookeview Dr. @ McClennan Way
7) Multi-Family  Moving Sale Monkman Ct. @ Vandorf Sdrd. 8:30-2

(Rain date June 13)
8) Moving Sale 15933 Bayview Ave @ St. John Sdrd. 8 - 5
9) Huge Street Sale Anderson Place @ Murray Dr. 8 - 3 (Rain date June 13)

SATURDAY JUNE 12TH

Sponsored by Sean
Herbinson Sales
Representative

REMAX YORK
GROUP

REALTY INC.
(905)727-1941

sean@
seanherbinson.com

Selling homes 
in Aurora for

more than 
12 years

St John’s Sdrd.

June 19
10) Street Sale Hollidge Blvd. @ John West   

Way  9 - 2   

5

6

8

9

Jo
hn

W
es

tW
ay

Henderson Dr.

Mugford Rd.

3

2

4

7

H e l p  w i t h  s o f t w a r e  
ins t i l l a t ion ,  ha rdware
problems, things just not 
working how you think they
should. Will come to you so 
you don’t need to unplug 
anything. Free estimate, 
reasonable rates, nothing
charged if nothing fixed.

Call 905-726-9992 or, email
computerhelp@garron.cjb.net

COMPUTER PROBLEMS? 

FOR SALE

HOME DAYCARE. ECE.
experienced. P/T  F/T. Tax
receipts. References/meals
905-727-1252

COMPUTER HELP

DAYCARE LOVING
E X P E R I E N C E D
mother of 2. FA/CPR.
R e f e r e n c e s  &
receipts. F/P Time.
Call Valerie 905-841-
3780

F O R  1 5 1⁄2  M O N T H
O L D  G I R L your
home. Pick-up & drop
o f f  r e q u i r e d .
E x p e r i e n c e d .
References. #905-726-
4073

DAYCARE WANTED

DAYCARE AVAILABLE

P U P S  I N  M OT I O N
professional dog walking
service. Call Jessica for
your consultation. 905-
713-1049

DOG WALKING

GREAT LOCATION
2 - b d r m ,  2 - b a t h
f u l l y  e q u i p p e d .
Across f rom beach
Ft . Myers  Beach
F lor ida  f rom $500
US. 905-841-8965
www.captainsbay.com

CONDO FOR RENT

A Q U A Q U E S T
P R O G R A M
Have fun while learning
to swim! Contact Liam
Herbinson at 905-841-
2391

SWIM PROGRAM

LIPS WILL M E E T.
30+ single event. Spring
Fever? Valerie 647-226-
8295 Lynda 416-455-
2956

MEETINGS

FULL SERVICE PRINT

F U L L  S E R V I C E
PRINTING: FLYERS &
distribution. Do you
have your own layout
and design or would 
l i k e  i t  b u i l t ?
Compet i t i ve  rates.
Call Cynthia for an
appointment. 905-
727-7128.

Advertise for 
as little as

$5

Put your Lawn
Sale on the

map again this
year with
Auroran

Classifieds

(905)
727-7128

Hey!
Why not let

Sean Sponsor
your Garage

Sale!!
See the map
on this page
for more info.

Aurora Residents Only

GARAGE SALES 
ARE FFFFRRRREEEEEEEE    

IN THE AURORAN

✁

in AURORAN Classifieds

This is the actual
size of your gradua-
tion photo along
with 15 words.
(50 cents a word after
that) 

$14.95

Special

Announcement

OOOOnnnn llll yyyy

+gst

Call Classifieds
905-727-7128
to book your

spot this June.

Henderson Dr.
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Tamarac Tr.

Underhill Cr.1

Lawn Cutting, garden-
ing, tree service, paint-
ing, yard work, etc. YR
Handyman Services
Call Rob 905-392-2002

HOME/GARDEN

C L E A N  W I T H
CARE experienced,
efficient, thorough
home cleaning with an
added personal touch
905-727-2353

CLEANING SERVICE
S U I TA B L E  F O R
SINGLE professional,
quiet, luxurious one
bedroom separate
e n t r a n c e ,  fa c i n g
ponds. French doors,
marble tiles, no pets.
$1000/mth inclusive.
Call to inquire 416-
564-4330

2  B D R M . A P T.
C o m p l e t e l y  f u r -
nished. A1 condition.
Yonge and Major
M a c Ke n z i e  a r e a
R i c h m o n d  H i l l
$1500/mth 416-564-
4330

FOR RENT

Road Mountain Triathlete 
Bike fitting specialists

Cyclissimo Sports Equipment 
160 Wellington Street East, Unit 3 

Aurora, Ontario 
(905) 727-2054
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PARKING AT REAR OF BUILDING

AURORAN AURORAN 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE SOLUTION   

by Scott Johnson

 
  

 

   

     

 

Elaine (905) 729-3782
Shops of St. Andrews 

Yonge Street  • Aurora.

BEGINNER'S
YOGA

Drop In's Welcome
Please call to register

Mon 10.30 am
Thurs 1.00 pm

Fri 6.00 pm
Sun 1.00

Time 2 Run

0
YOGA IN AURORA
Morning & Evening Classes

~ Since 1978 ~

Andrea Roth
Call: 905-888-1549

www.yogaforlife.ca

YOGA CLASSES

BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

AURORA’S BUSINESS 
SERVICE CENTRE

• Digital Colour 

• Courier Service 

• Laminating & Binding 

• Fax Service

• We print brochures, flyers etc.

14845 Yonge St. Unit 6
Aurora

905-713-1632
Fax: 905-713-1633
mbe73@mbe.ca

M O D E M  M I X E R  

Free On-Si t e 
Assessment  

T E D  A R S O V S K YS K Y  

Service Solutions 

Sales Resolutions 

Troubleshooting 

& Training 

For York 

Region 

Computers Digicams

Printers Scanners

Modems Networks

Software &

Hardware

Upgrades

C a l l to B ook  

an A ppoin tment  

mixer@aci .on.ca  

905-841-6877 
www.modemmixer.com 

A v a i l a b l e  S o m e  E v e n i n g s  a n d  W e e k e n d s  

P r o v i d i n g  S o l u t i o n s  &  R e m o t e  P o s s i b i l i t i e s  Providing Solutions & Remote Possibilities

SUMMER SERVICES

LEARN HOW TO DRAW & PAINT...
just like the Masters

- beginners to advanced
- ongoing classes
- help students prepare portfolios  

for college & art school
- drawing & painting techniques
- life drawing    
- no artistic experience necessary

Judy Sherman (905)726-8883 / mi.design@sympatico.ca

Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 
Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV.

ART COURSES MINISTER SERVICES

WEDDING 
CEREMONIES

Rev. Laura Stangret
Non-denominational Minister

905.717.1797

MURALS PLAYFUL
WHIMSICAL to
classical realistic. Any
room in your home or
office. Classically
t r a i n e d  a r t i s t  i n
Florence, Italy. On City
Line TV - Home Day.
Call Judy 905-726-8883

MURALS

Bus: (905) 727-5538
Cell: (905) 717-7208

“Repairs to all makes and models”
Gordon Davidson

Hollidge Blvd.
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Vandorf Sdrd.

Anderson Pl.

2002 MAZDA PROTEGE 5
silver, P/W P/L, excellent
c o n d i t i o n ,  s u n r o o f ,  
5 speed $12,500 call 
416-433-9277

ONE QUEEN SIZED MAT-
TRESS/BOX SPRING and
frame. Excellent condition,
good for home/cottage. Best
offer. 905-751-0413

CARPET - I have sev-
eral thousand yards of
new Stainmaster 
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet
your living room & hall
for $389. Price includes
carpet, pad and instal-
lation (30 square
yards). Steve 905-898-
0127.

2001 TOMOS TARGA
TPLX MOPED. 2 speed
automatic 8000 km. No
license required.
Accessories $1750 -
905-751-1096

6 0  I N . R O U N D
GLASS (beveled) table
top $150, 2 - solid oak
bar stools $150, jade
green carpet-Dupont
Stainmaster 20 x 16
$200, 12 x 18 area rug-
rose colour $200. 905-
841-1033

M
onkman St.
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ONGOING SATURDAY AND SUNDAY:
Petting zoo, midway rides and games, reptile and exotic creatures display, pigmobile, Jaguar 

Gymnastics demonstrations (children's tent), Festival of Arts with the Junior Arts, Crafts, 
and Photography competition (Festival tent), Bandaloni, the one-man band, 

car show (Sunday only), and more.
Schedule subject to change.

The Aurora Agricultural
Society is a non-profit, 
volunteer organization 

dedicated to putting on the
Fair and Horse Show for

Aurora and the surrounding
communities.

EVENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

THE BEN SHOW
with Ben Burland, 

The man of many talents 
and many surprises –

juggler, stiltwalker, 
unicycle rider, etc. –

Aurora’s own Ben Burland.
Show times: Saturday 
11:00, 1:00, 4:15 and 

Sunday 10:45 1:00 
and 4:00 

AURORA GRAND PRIX  
Friday evening from about 
5:00 p.m. Enjoy an evening 

watching some of Canada’s elite 
horses and riders compete, including 

Olympian Jimmy Elder and the popular 
Galloping Grandfather, Harry deLeyer.
Before the event, walk the course with 

course designer and Pan Am gold
medallist, Danny Foster. After the 

event, adjourn to the north
tent for wine and cheese and

an opportunity to meet
the riders.

CHILDREN’S 
GAMES 

At the ball diamond.
Kids, come out and join in a 

variety of well-known and 
popular children’s games.

Lots of prizes.
Game times:

Saturday, 12:00 and 2:45 
Sunday 11:15 and 1:30 

TORONTO
POLICE DOGS 

DEMONSTRATION
In the north ring. The Toronto 

police put on this demonstration 
at no charge but do accept 

donations for Sick Children’s 
Hospital in Toronto.
Show times for both 

Saturday and Sunday:
11:30, 1:30

DOUG BARR
New to the Fair, popular 
children’s interactive 
singer and story teller.
Show times (Sunday
only):
12:15 p.m., 2:30 p.m.

Saturday 11:30 and 2:15 
Sunday   11:45 and 2:00 

Saturday 12:00, 2:00  and 4:00 p.m.
Sunday   12:00, 2:00 and 4:15 p.m.

PETTING ZOO 
AND OTHER ANIMALS

KenJen’s Petting Zoo is back with 
the kissing Llama and other interesting 
animals. In addition, and new this year, 
will be an agricultural display of farm 

animals, such as cows, horses, goats, 
sheep, and more. Demonstrations, such 

as sheep shearing and cow milking 
will be held. Demonstration times:

Saturday, 10:45, 12:45, 3:00 
Sunday, 11:00, 12:30, 2:15.

STAGE EVENTS 10:45 a.m. The Ben Show 
SUNDAY 11:30 a.m. Clarol the Clown 

12:15 p.m. Doug Barr
1:00 p.m. The Ben Show 
1:45 p.m. Clarol the Clown 
2:30 p.m. Doug Barr 
3:15 p.m. Clarol the Clown 
4:00 p.m. The Ben Show 

STAGE EVENTS 11:00 a.m. The Ben Show 
SATURDAY 11:45 a.m. Clarol the Clown 

1:00 p.m. The Ben Show  
1:45 p.m. Clarol the Clown 
3:30 p.m. The Mutt Show 
4:15 p.m. The Ben Show 

FAMILY EVENING OF 
ENTERTAINMENT WITH A 
BARBECUE 
Saturday starting at 5:00 p.m. in the 
TOWN PARK. There will be a 
barbecue, beer garden, horse-drawn 
wagon rides, entertainment by Haight 
Ashbury, and the crowning of the
Ambassador of the Fair for 2004/2005.
The splash pad should also be open.
Note: This will take place at the 
TOWN PARK and not Machell Park.

PIGMOBILE
So, you thought pork was grown in a 
supermarket and came pre-wrapped!

Now you can come and see the real thing.
A great display of pigs large and small.

They really are cute! 
New this year.

BINGO AT THE FAIR
Free! (after admission to the Park).
Fun, fun, fun with lots of prizes. If
you have a dabber, bring it.
Games start at 11:45 a.m.
Saturday only.

BIRDS OF PREY
The popular birds of prey exhibit 
will be in the big tent near the stage.
A talk on their habits, etc. will be 
given at the following times:
Saturday 10:30, 12:15 and 2:15 
Sunday 10:30, 12:45, 3:00 

JUNIOR 
ARTS,

CRAFTS AND 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
COMPETITION

On display Saturday and 
Sunday in the Festival of 

Arts tent. Visit the 
display of work 

by local children from 
Grades 8 to 12

JUNE 11, 12 & 13, 2003

CLAROL THE CLOWN 
Children from 3 to 103 years will love 
Clarol the Clown. Her goofy, bubbly, 
energetic and endearing cute character 
transcends time and age.
Show times; Saturday 11:45, and 1:45
Sunday 11:30 and 1:45 

JUNE 11, 12 & 13, 2004
MACHELL PARK
(WEST OF YONGE STREET BETWEEN

AURORA HTS. AND ORCHARD HTS. BLVD.)

GATES OPEN AT 9:30 A.M. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
CALL THE FAIR HOTLINE: 

(905) 713-6773
www.aurorafair.ca

2004
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