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Insurance
Investments

Wealth Management

905 727 4605
www.hsfinancial.ca
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Jaguar
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Club

TEL: 905-841-7598
6 Vata Court, Units 6 & 7 Aurora
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call for details

Up to your neck?
You don’t have to run your office single-handedly

AURORA’S BUSINESS SERVICE CENTRE    Hunters Gate Plaza • 14845 Yonge Street, Unit 6, Aurora • Tel: 905-713-1632 • Fax: (905) 713-1633 • mbe73@mbe.ca

...we do those things you may not have time for

• printing/copying  • laminating • binding • custom stamps • courier services
• personal service  • office supplies & much much more!
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At one time the intersection of
Bayview Avenue and Wellington
Street East was known as
Hartman Corners and the little
one-storey building on the north-
east corner was known as
Hartman Public School in
Whitchurch Township.

When the county school board
was formed in 1969, the school
was closed and the building
taken over by the school board
as a maintenance depot.   
Now with the march of develop-

ment, the old schoolhouse,
which apparently is not the origi-

nal building, is to be demolished.
Aurora historian John McIntyre

said some care was taken
installing a date stone on the
west wall of the building, which
verifies the existence of the orig-
inal school.

"It might be worthwhile saving
that," he said, and noted some
other original material may be
included in the existing building.

Once the developer gets
through with the area, no one will
ever know where the school
was.  

Hartman building
soon to be history

Please see page 11

Driver Centre
irks neighbours
Legislation transferring the testing

of new drivers to the private sector
with an aim of reducing lengthy
waiting lists is causing trouble in
Aurora.
Mayor Tim Jones said last week

the private operator, Drive Test,
had opened an office in the Aurora
Village Plaza on Henderson Drive
and citizens were complaining
about increased traffic and cars
parked all over the place, including
in fire routes.

He gained council consent for

staff to investigate the zoning and
other aspects pertaining to the
location of the examination centre.

Meanwhile, a copy of a letter
received by the mayor from the
Aurora Village Co-op, located
behind the plaza, levels a formal
complaint against the plaza
because of the operation.

"Since the Driver Examination
Centre opened two weeks ago,
most of our members have taken
to shopping elsewhere because of
the many problems they are
encountering," the letter, signed by
Co-op Manager Colleen Ewart,
said.

Pointing out the size of the small
plaza, Ewart noted, "to put a Driver
Examination Centre in such a loca-
tion defies understanding".

"There was obviously no thought
given to the impact this Driver
Exam Centre would have on the
residents of this area, nor was any
thought given to the store owners
and the revenue loss they were
sure to incur," she said. "The Co-
op is committed to continuing the
fight to have the Centre removed
to another area of town."

Architecture Week

The Aurora Museum will mark
Architecture Week in Ontario with
a twilight stroll through part of old
Aurora.

John McIntyre will lead the walk
from the parkette at Yonge and
Catherine Streets Friday, Oct. 3,
beginning at 7:30 p.m.
The walk will end with refresh-

ments at Hillary House.
For more information call (905)

727-8991.

Briefly

More than 330 Rotarians invaded Aurora Sunday to participate in a highly successful
Foundation Walk, which raises funds to fight polio. Above, members of the Toronto Rotary
Club take a break in Aurora's Rotary Park on Gurnett St. during their walk through the down-
town core. They are Michele Guy and John Andras, seated; and standing, left to right, John
Lloyd, James Chubb and Geoffrey Johnson. Inset, members of the Campbellford Rotary
Club enjoy lunch in the Town Park. Of the 56 clubs in District 7070, 51 had 
representatives at the event.                                                       Auroran photos by Ron Wallace

Complex generates ideas
More than 125 enthusiastic sports

supporters and interested citizens
attended the Public Open House
recently to hear details for the pro-
posed recreation complex planned
for Wellington Street, west of
Leslie Street.

Director of Leisure Services Al
Downey said the project had been
a lengthy process starting with a
review of the recreation and cultur-
al master plan.

Several options were presented

to council both for a new facility
and the expansion of existing facil-
ities. Council identified additional
ice pads, a pool, youth centre and
a senior centre as top priorities.

Council first approved the pur-
chase of an 89-acre property on
Leslie Street for $4.2 million, but
as it wasn't serviced, an offer to
purchase was made for a 32-acre
parcel on Wellington Street East
for approximately $5 million.

While there was general agree-

ment additional facilities were
needed, there was a wide differ-
ence of opinion as to the facilities
the complex should provide, both
within the building and on the play-
ing fields in the parkland surround-
ing the complex.

The differences may prove diffi-
cult for council members to decide
what facilities can be provided at a
price the taxpayers can afford,
especially in an election year.

Please see page 8



Marilyn Redvers

#1 in Aurora 
Sales Rep - 2002 *

Top 1% in Canada - 11 Yrs. 
Over 75% Referral Rate 

“Proud to be 
living and working 

in Aurora”

Associate Broker Network

*FOR YOUR COMMUNITY REALTY

Call
905 727-3154
14799 Yonge Street, Aurora

HOME OF THE WEEK

$389,000

$629,000

$349,000

aurora

Other GREAT HOMES

SSEELLLLIINNGG AAUURROORRAA
FFOORR MMOORREE TTHHAANN

1155  YYEEAARRSS

STUNNING BUNGALOW ON 2+ ACRES
Absolutely gorgeous home with triple garage
and finished walkout basement! Beautiful decor
& paint treatments! Wonderful kitchen! Rolling,
treed property includes practice golf sand trap!
Totally private!

COUNTRY SETTING
IN-TOWN CONVENIENCES!

Fabulous treed, rolling, private lot with wonderful
inground concrete pool in south Aurora! Beautiful
combination of landscaping and natural setting!
Spacious bungalow has finished walkout base-
ment!

$449,900

WEST AURORA! FINISHED BASEMENT!
This lovely home is located in a family neigh-
bourhood close to schools and transit! The fin-
ished basement has two extra bedrooms, recre-
ation rm. and a 3-pc. bath! Well maintained and
shows great!

OWN A PIECE OF AURORA HISTORY!!
This charming home is loaded with
character..approx. 70 years old! It sits on a huge
property tucked away from the hustle & bustle!
Wood plank flooring! Big family room with fire-
place! Sunroom! Fireplace in liv. rm.!

$875,000

AN ABSOLUTE BEAUTY! BACKS TO GREENBELT!
Shows like a model! On a quiet street in east Aurora, it has a beautifully landscaped lot with wonderful
views over greenbelt! Professionally finished walkout basement has rec. rm., office, 5th br. and 3-pc
bath!
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COMING EVENTS IN AURORA
CONTINUING

Farmers' Market, Temperance Street parking lot, every
Saturday through Thanksgiving weekend 8 a.m. until 12.30
p.m. Contact Nigel Kean at 905-841-6776. 

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous, every Tuesday night, Trinity

Anglican Church, Victoria Street, 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Queen's York Rangers Army Cadet Corps camping,
canoeing, first aid, orienteering in two to six week camps
for males & females 12 to 18. Call 905-726-8600.

* * * *
Co-Dependents Anonymous, every Tuesday, Aurora

United Church, 15186 Yonge Street, Aurora. 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

"Helping Hands" gently used clothing for women and chil-
dren at Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria St. every Mon.
Wed. & Fri. 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. For more info, call 
905-727-6101.

SEPTEMBER 24
Ten-week fall session of Pots & Pins begins. Young peo-

ple, 10 to 15, can learn how to cook or sew and eat three-
course meals once a week at St. Andrew's Presbyterian
Church Hall, Mosley & Victoria Sts., at 3:45 p.m.
Wednesdays. Registration, limited to 25, is $20. Forms
available at the church office Tuesday, Thursday, and
Friday mornings. More information, call 905-727-5011.

* * * *
Young Drivers of Canada seminar, 15213 Yonge Street,

Unit 1, Aurora. 7 - 9.30 p.m. To reserve, call 905-726-4132.
* * * *

Towns of York Toastmasters Club humourous speech con-
test, Aurora Legion, 7 - 9 p.m. For further information, call
Matt Clulow, 905-830-3618 or Roy Bannon, 905-853-0859.

SEPTEMBER 25
Blood Donor Clinic, Aurora Legion, 2.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 26
Aurora Legion Fish Fry, 6 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 27
Wesley United Church, Woodbine and the Aurora

Sideroad, annual Applefest. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Further infor-
mation, call Jean Stroud, 905-841-1490.

SEPTEMBER 28
The second annual 3 km Pet and People Walk in support

of the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation starts at 2 p.m.
at the Community Centre and walks through the residential
area of northwest Aurora ending at Machell Park. To regis-
ter call 905-713-2323.

* * * *
Aurora Legion open euchre. Registration, 12.30 p.m.

Games begin at 1 p.m.
OCTOBER 17

Aurora Legion hosts "Legends Revisited". 8 p.m. 
OCTOBER 24

The Town of Aurora and the Aurora Chamber of
Commerce sponsor the Business Achievement Awards
"Celebrating Success" at the Kingbridge Centre in King.
Guest speaker is former NHL player Dennis Hull. Call the
Chamber at 905-727-7262 for ticket and further informa-
tion.

OCTOBER 24-25
Aurora United Church 19th annual Fall Event & Silent

Auction at the church, 15186 Yonge Street. Friday, 11 a.m.

to 9 p.m., Saturday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
OCTOBER 25

Wells Street School annual Fall Fair. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
OCTOBER 26

Girls Incorporated will hold their 24th annual Thrill on the
Hill walk-a-thon fundraiser with a three kilometre hike and
a five kilometre and 10 kilometre walk/run. Volunteers are
needed to assist in organizing the event. Call 905-727-
4897 for further information.

OCTOBER 30
Aurora Chamber of Commerce Electionfest. Tuscany

Banquet Centre. 7 p.m.
NOVEMBER 8

Eleventh annual "In Harmony With The Community"
music concert, hosted by The York Regional Police Male
Chorus, at the St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church, 17955
Leslie Street, Newmarket, at 7:30 p.m.   Music by police
choruses from York, Halton, Ontario Provincial Police,
Hamilton Police Ladies Choir, and the Harmony Chorale
from Newmarket.  Tickets $10. Contact any member of the
YRPMC or call (905) 727-9676 to order in advance.

NOVEMBER 10 
Municipal election day. 

SAVE 25%
EXTERIOR P
EXTERIOR PAINTAINT

& ST& STAINAIN
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15005 Yonge Street - Just south of Kennedy (M&M Meats Plaza) 
Phone (905) 727-7048   email: decoratingworks@aci.on.ca

Re-elect

Damir Vrancic
to

Aurora Council

Professional Home Improvements • Basements & Bathrooms 
Renovations • Quality Decks and Fencing

Deck and Fence Power Washing and Restoration

Call for FREE ESTIMAT E
Tel: (905) 726-3735  Fax: (905) 726-9306

Serving Aurora & Area

Authorized by the C.F.O. to re-elect Damir Vrancic
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A & F HAIR ELITE - 727-6212

AURORA ALTERATIONS - 726-9242

AURORA DOLLAR DISCOUNT STORE - 841-2497

AURORA DRY CLEANERS & LAUNDRY - 713-0095

AURORA SALON SECRETS - 727-1044

BARRONS - 841-5454

BEER STORE - 727-4741

BOYZ TOYZ - 726-2316

CIBC BANK - 1-800-465-2422

CLOTHING OUTLET - 841-7652

CREATIVE COLOURS FASHIONS - 727-0552

DELI DELIGHT CAFE - 841-3195

5 BELOW - 905-841-7762

FABULOUS FLICKS VIDEO - 841-5768

FAMILY SHOE REPAIR - 841-8922

GERRY'S NO FRILLS

HENRY'S FISH & CHIPS - 727-8001

KAREN & TINA'S FLOWERS - 727-9865

KESSLER'S SWISS PASTRIES - 727-8492

KITCHEN ACCENTS - 841-0885

KNIT OR KNOT - 713-1818

KODAK IMAGE CENTRE - 726-4243

LEGACY JEWELERS - 841-3065

NOT JUST CARDS (HALLMARK) - 727-1547

OAKRIDGE OUTFITTERS - 726-4063

OMAR'S SHOES - 727-9391

RADIO SHACK  - 713-0473

REGENCY VARIETY - 727-6691

SOUND CITY - 751-0397

SPARKLE PHARMACY - 727-2322

STAPLES/BUSINESS DEPOT - 713-0367

VAN DE VEN CAR WASH

YORK MEDICAL - 713-0404

Each winner
receives a 

$25 GIFT CERTIFICATE
to be used in our participating stores 

Deadline for ballots is 
Wed. Oct. 8th @ 5:00 pm

Winners will be notified Oct. 9th
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905-726-3000

From Aurora’s #1 Health Food Store - 
Your Satisfaction is Our Guarantee 

14845 Yonge Street Aurora    

Proper digestion is important to any weight 

management program.  Enzymes in the digestive tract

help process and extract nutrients from the foods we eat.

Digestion problems are often attributed to a lack of

enzymes and the body's inability to absorb nutrients.

Organika®'s Full Spectrum Plant Enzymes® are 

plant-sourced, encapsulated in vegetarian Vcaps™

making it suitable for vegetarian diets.  The product 

offers a wide pH range to accommodate the body's pH

needs during the different stages of digestion. Full

Spectrum Plant Enzymes® can aid the body's ability 

to properly digest nutrients.

Full Spectrum Plant Enzymes®20%Off
until  Sept 30th/03

Thomas McPherson & Associates 
Law Firm

T: 905-727-3151 • F: 905-841-4395

Thomas B. McPherson
Colin A. Brown 
John T. Kalm

The combatants met on Aurora soil Thursday night as the battle for the
Vaughan-King-Aurora seat in the provincial government continues. This all-
candidates meeting, organized by John West, rear, drew a standing-room
only crowd. Participating were, left to right, Carmine Iacono, Progressive
Conservative; Adrian Visentin, Green Party; West; Greg Sorbara, Liberal;
and Mike Seaward, New Democratic Party. Election is Oct. 2. 

Council in circles 
over street name

When is a circle not a cir-
cle?

Aurora Councillor Nigel
Kean maintains that a pro-
posed street name -
Championship Circle - will
be placed on a street that
doesn't go in a circle.

He introduced the issue at
last Tuesday's general
committee meeting, and set
off a debate over a pro-
posed road that doesn't do
what its name implies.

Area in question is the
Elderberry Hill Farm devel-
opment off Yonge Street in
the south end of Aurora.

In accordance with a town
policy, developers have the
option of requesting specif-
ic street names for pro-
posed new developments,
subject to clearance from
the regional planning
department, acceptance by
the fire department and
approval by council, or
select names from the
town's name bank.

The Elderberry Hill devel-
opers rejected the names
in the bank and submitted
three of their own. 

Jim Elder, the original
owner of the property and a
long-time member of the
Canadian Equestrian Team
and Gold Medal winner at
the Olympics, suggested
the names, Gold Medal

Gate, Jumper Drive and
Championship Circle.

Councillor Kean said the
report was flawed when he
noted Championship Circle
was not a circle and may
prove confusing to firefight-
ers and others.

Other members of council
said the names made
sense based on the history
of the property.

However, to avoid any
possible confusion it was

suggested that a word be
added after Circle such as
"Place".

Staff was requested to
check with the developer
for comments prior to the
committee report coming to
council this week.

A second request for the
naming of a street was
approved without com-
ment. Magna Drive will
become "Stronach
Boulevard".



To the editor,

Just a few more observa-
tions, if I may.

Does Kim Brackett
(Letter, Auroran, Sept. 9)
like anything about Aurora?
It is a shame when people

move to this lovely town
and can only criticize.

If you have negative
things to say, temper them

with some positive per-
spectives. 

We can't be ALL bad, 
can we?

Norm Weller is right
(Letter, Auroran, Sept. 16).
He DOESN'T have the writ-
ing skills of a Wallace or a
Poor Richard.  Mr. Weller
continuously tells us…over
and over…what's wrong
with hydro, but he offers lit-
tle in the way of solutions.

And Florence Murray
(Letter, Auroran, Sept. 16)
missed the point of Nigel
Kean's letter.
Nigel wanted people to be

more specific in their criti-
cisms.

He wasn't talking about
ethics, he was talking
about generalizing.

If Ms. Murray thinks she
can do better, she should
run for council.

The Auroran is a fine
newspaper dealing with the
happenings in Aurora. It's
free and it's delivered to
every home. 

It has a vibrant "Letters to
the Editor" section where
everyone is offered a
chance to speak. 

That's a good thing, but

4 - AURORAN Week of September 23, 2003

Poor 
Richard

Letters to the Editor

“Aurora’s 
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Why would anyone
want to be a trustee?

To the editor,

I was trying to make
sense of what I thought
I'd heard at a council
meeting. I wasn't sure
because the sound sys-
tem is a hunk-a-junk. I
have to sit at the back
because my knees press
against a carpet-covered
concrete wall in the spec-
tator benches. That's
what happens when you
tell a contractor he has to
produce a certain product
within a certain price. 

He does it, and it looks
fine, it's only when you
have to use it you discov-
er the shortcomings.

At the meeting a recom-
mendation had been
made to award a contract
for $305,000. Councillor
Timpson made the recom-
mendation. Somebody
asked who was on the
committee. That puzzled
me. How could council,
whose job it is to approve
the membership of any
committee, not know the
membership.

Next comment: how
could a tender be called
for a consultant without
council having approved
the terms of reference?
This was for a firm to plan
the new sports complex
on Wellington Street.

Answer: all the informa-
tion is in the councillor's
room.

I didn't think that was an
acceptable answer. I had
to phone the next day to
clarify the situation.

It seems council autho-
rized staff to prepare
terms of reference and
advertise the contract.
Relevant department
heads had a meeting and
invited councillors to
attend. Only one did. And
he got to present the rec-
ommendation that the
contract go to the highest
bidder.

This is not like any pro-
cedure I am familiar with.
In the first place summer
is not the time to try to
accomplish anything
much. Some councillors
have families, jobs, busi-
nesses. No council I ever
knew tried to get a con-
sensus on anything in the
summer. That's what's so
weird about all this effort
to commit the town to
these expensive projects,
at the last gasp of an out-
going council.

The final decision at that
meeting was not to award
the contract, but to defer
it until there had been
some negotiation. 

It got me thinking about
the new seniors' centre. It
now seems the seniors
are not going to have
exclusive use of the new
facility. A couple of weeks
a g o , C o u n c i l l o r
McEachern said she had

heard the seniors were
going to be sharing the
space. The mayor
acknowledged this was
true; they would be shar-
ing with groups with "sim-
ilar interests". The coun-
cillor had heard it on the
grapevine.

Now, according to Brian
Warburton's letter a few
weeks ago, the seniors
are divided about the
merits of waiting years for
a larger facility. I'm bet-
ting the assurance of
exclusive use was an
important part of the per-
suasion to wait.

Like the theatre group,
seniors have expensive
items to care for, like a
billiard table and comput-
ers. They cannot be left
out to be used or abused
by anybody and every-
body. And they cannot be
locked up in a cupboard
for protection.

Seniors use their space
mainly in the daytime.
There was a time when
they closed up shop com-
pletely in the summer.

Future generations of
seniors do not swell the
numbers...they keep them
constant. That's the
nature of things. Neither
can current seniors imag-
ine how future seniors will
choose to occupy their
leisure hours.

There never was any
practicality in the con-

struction of 14,000
square feet of space,
three times their current
accommodation. That
they should be squeezed
into their current space
for another several years
was equally ridiculous.
One of the members
remarked to me on the
night of the first presenta-
tion, "I know I won't be
alive to see it" It was not a
lament. It was just a
statement of reality.
On another subject, the

library is closed three
evenings a week...all day
Monday and open four
hours on Sunday for six
months of the year. We
built a $12 million building
for 48.5 hours service in
the summer and 52.5
hours from September to
May.

How can we justify that
expenditure, heat it, cool
it, provide care and main-
tenance for it and use it
for those few hours of
every week? Council
believes we cannot afford
to provide additional
hours of service at the
library, so why are they so
sure another building of
14,000 square feet is per-
fectly within our means?

It's all a mystery to me.
And I am not exactly a
disinterested observer.

Evelyn Buck
Aurora

To the editor,

On behalf of the member-
ship of the York Regional
Police Male Chorus, please
accept our thanks for the
publicity surrounding our
11th annual "In Harmony
With the Community" con-
cert, slated for November 8.

The continued assistance
provided by announcing
chorus events in the
Auroran, Aurora's commu-
nity newspaper, has helped
make all of our chorus
events a success.

As a resident of Aurora,
and on behalf of the many
other Aurora residents who
are members of the York
Regional Police Male
Chorus, we sincerely 

thank you.
In regards to the Auroran,

it is enjoyed by the whole
town and also in some
cases by those who made
the mistake of moving to
other communities.

Keep up the great work.

Lowell McClenny
Aurora 

To the editor,

A tip of the hat to Norm
Weller.

I have enjoyed his letters
about our local hydro.

I agree 100 per cent with
him that it is time to take
back our hydro.

May I suggest, however,
that being unaware of the
stand of our incumbent and
potential new councillors,
that each should be polled
on their outlook on this
issue.

Maybe a simple question
of "Do you support not for
profit hydro?" could be
asked, where a simple
"yes" or "no" would be suffi-
cient.

This could eliminate all
that political claptrap. 

I would ask the Auroran to
publish the results in time
for me and other voters to
know who to cast our 
vote for.

Tom van den Elshout
Aurora

Musings from a council meeting

Too much negative in Auroran's letters

Chorus publicity
is appreciated

He seeks poll
on hydro issue

sometimes the negativity
gets a little depressing.

Regina Brown
Aurora

Please 

see more 

letters
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Why do we elect school trustees,
Is a question you might well ask;

Is it just to hear all the complaints,
To save the province from the task?

- Poor Richard's Scrapbook  

The municipal election on November 10th is taking a
back seat in public interest and press coverage due to
the provincial election, especially for school trustees.

For Aurora, both incumbents will be seeking a return
to office.

Both King/Aurora Trustee Sue Plamondon of the York
R e g i o n  D i s t r i c t  S c h o o l  B o a r d  a n d
King/Aurora/Whitchurch-Stouffville Trustee Elizabeth
Crowe of the York Catholic District School Board have
registered.

Although the York Region District School Board seat
is being challenged by a King City resident, new candi-
dates are conspicuous by their absence and who can
blame them?

They are expected to represent one or more munici-
palities in a fast-growing region, for the sum of $5,000
per year, but must deal with class sizes, school bound-
aries and bus transportation, which receive the most
complaints.

Consider their duties to Aurora Hydro commissioners
who receive $5,000 per year plus $400 per meeting,
without having to be elected, and whose duties are
much less onerous.

Incumbents and candidates seeking election on
November 10th could be in for a rough time, as parents
are unhappy with class sizes, school boundaries and
transportation, plus other issues.
The question of school boundaries in Aurora was a hot

issue in early 2002.  
The board was reworking boundaries for the town's

elementary schools to best meet school capacity, as
some schools were operating above capacity and oth-
ers below.

Parents claimed they had trouble obtaining informa-
tion, as the local trustee had not attended the public
meetings.
The issue was so hot it was brought to Aurora Council.
In spite of warnings from Councillor George Timpson,

a former school teacher, that council should not
become involved in school board issues, council asked
the board to delay any changes for a year, following full
consultation with the parents.

Also of concern for parents was the bussing of stu-
dents, especially in kindergarten and the junior ele-
mentary grades, to a school outside their local area.

Trustees were caught between a rock and a hard
place as the province's new funding formula did not
provide grants to build new schools or additions to
existing schools, if there were vacant pupil places in
other schools within the municipality, regardless of
location.

One of the major complaints from the parents was the
lack of information and consultation, before decisions
were made.

As a result of the many complaints, a task force was
struck to deal with the parents' concerns.

To the best of memory, a compromise was reached by
which some junior grades were moved from Highview
and Regency Acres Public Schools to George Street
and Aurora Senior Public Schools, which were under
utilized.

Parents were assured the move would be in the best
interests of the students as they would be in smaller
classes, more in keeping with provincial guidelines.

The problem of class sizes has continued over the
years and became worse with the Harris government's
new funding formula.

Trustees blame the province for lack of adequate
funding, while provincial politicians claim class size is a
school board responsibility.

In spite of the board's promises of smaller class sizes
with the move of the junior classes, when students
returned to school this month, some found they were in
a class with as many as 36 students.

This, in spite of a provincial ruling of a board-wide
maximum class size of 24 at the elementary level.

While school trustees have fewer responsibilities now,
they still have a duty to represent their constituents,
which doesn't appear to be happening.   

With both a provincial and a municipal election, this is
a good time to put candidates on the spot to find out
who is really responsible for the educational crisis.  
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Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

Letters to the Editor

Cathy’s Corner What if…?
My friend, Rita, says she likes my sense of humour

because it's just enough "off centre" to match hers.  But
there was a time when Rita didn't like anything about me.

That was back in the good old days, when I was perfect.
Then one night, I tried to make a perfect speech 

and blew it.
I did everything wrong: I forgot my lines, stuttered, turned

beet red, and I think I even had my shoes on the wrong
feet. Or maybe it only felt that way.

After the humility generating meeting was over, I found
the courage to join some friends for a drink.  Being perfect
dictated pretending that I was "perfectly fine".  Or maybe I
just needed something stronger than Tim Horton's.
After everyone else left, Rita and I, who had known each

other for years, finally met.
"I'm so delighted to find out that you're human!" said Rita,

with warm enthusiasm.  
I always thought Rita was perfect and I had to measure

up.  Funny thing, huh?
Lately, I read a lot of snap judgments being issued in the

Auroran:  it's Council's fault, it's the developers, the new-
comers, the old timers - it's them.

So it holds in reverse, too: we think we're perfect and
everybody else has to measure up.  Funny thing, huh?
I hear people complaining about their neighbours' air con-

ditioners droning day and night during the power shortage.
And lights that were left on, apparently for no good 
reason at all.

I get a little bent out of shape with one of my neighbours,
too.  Too many times this summer, I have seen her out with
the hose, watering her driveway.
As far as I can tell, it hasn't grown at all!
Meanwhile, I didn't water my lawn and it did grow…every-

thing except grass. Weeds, fungus, and anthills.  
But what if there is no "them"?  What if there is only "us"? 

What if my neighbour waters her driveway so it won't
crack, causing a more serious and expensive problem
than a pallet of sod?   

How do we know that air conditioners are not running
overtime to serve the needs of someone with severe asth-
ma?  Or an elderly person?  Or a newborn baby?  
How do we know that lights are not being left on because

someone can't sleep until that teenager comes home?  Or
because their house got egged…again? 

We don't really know. And when we don't have enough
information to draw a conclusion, the human mind has a
way of filling in the blanks with assumptions.

Then we mistake our opinions for fact.  It's a very human
way to err.

What if both the newcomers and the old timers want
what's best for Aurora, but it just doesn't happen to be the
same thing because no single solution will please all of the
people all of the time?  

What if councillors who take time out of their busy days
to write responses to letters from residents are not defen-
sive?  What if they are just as caring, responsible and frus-
trated as the rest of us?

Better known as "the benefit of the doubt", these ques-
tions ask us to reserve judgment rather than assume the
worst of people.

I think my friend, Rita, is onto something. If we choose to
embrace the humanness of others rather than condemn it,
it might save us from standing around at some point in the
near future, scratching our heads and wondering…what-
ever happened to that small town
Aurora feeling?  

Funny thing … it's gone.

C o m m e n t s  a n d  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  
Cathy can be e-mailed to laughingmatters@aci.on.ca

Farmers' Market seeking to end season with a bang
To the editor,

The Aurora Farmers’ Market
is winding down for the 2003
season.
We have seen an increase in
shoppers since it opened in
June but it would be great to
end the season with the best
three weeks of the year.          

The vendors have in most
cases been happy but some

are concerned that there has-
n't been the same enthusi-
asm nor the same increased
traffic as there has been in
Newmarket.                            
Each week we see the same

regular shoppers who always
comment how they enjoy the
fact that Aurora has a
Farmers’ Market and that they
no longer have to travel to
Newmarket.                            

We also see many new
faces each week and hear
comments such as "we didn't
know that there was a 
market".        

It is great to see people dis-
cover the market for the first
time and hear their com-
ments. Already we have resi-
dents volunteering to help in
2004.
The vendors will decide over

the winter whether to continue
supporting this market and
without all of these people
selling their goods in 2004 the
market may not survive
another season.                      
I ask anyone reading this let-

ter to please come out for the
next three weeks to show
your support.                        

Again the market is held in
the Temperance Street park-

ing lot, on the southwest cor-
ner of Yonge and Wellington. 

During the market, cars are
allowed to park on the west
side of Temperance Street.      

The hours are 8 a.m. until
12:30 p.m.

Suggestions are welcome

as are charitable groups that
wish to raise money during
the market. 

Please call me at 905-841-
6776.

Nigel Kean,
Aurora

Fed. department
in a shambles
To the editor,

This letter is really meant
as a warning to all those
veterans of our various and
sundry wars that since our
Prime Minister appointed
the Hon. Dr. Rey Pagtakhon
as Minister of Veteran
Affairs and Secretary of
State (Science, Research
and Development), his V.A.
Can. is in a real shambles.

Let me explain.
As a partially disabled vet-

eran of WW II (Lieut.
Canadian Grenadier
Guards), I am on what is
called the Veterans
Independence Program
(VIP).

Because of my disability,
V.A.C. provides me with a
groundskeeper (grass cut-
ting, leaves in the Fall and
snow removal).

In addition, I get home
care (house cleaning once
a week) and some Meals
On Wheels.

Initially, I pay all these
providers for their services
and at one time submitted
my accounts to V.A.C.
Kirkland Lake.

I received payment in
about a month.

Earlier this year we
received a notification from
V.A.C. that in the future all
our accounts should now be

sent to Blue Cross in
Charlottetown, P.E.I.  

In retrospect, this was a
no-brainer. Kirkland Lake
sent 30,000 accounts to
Blue Cross and I am told
that 3,000 of these are still
to be processed.

In my case I sent my
account to Blue Cross in
May and received payment.

Since then I have submit-
ted two additional accounts
and neither have I seen a
red cent from V.A.C. three
months later. I am probably
one of the 3,000 still not
paid.

When I called Blue Cross
in P.E.I. I was told that the
V.A.C. office in New
Brunswick handled these
matters.

They, in turn, told me to
contact my district V.A.C.
office in Scarborough.

This I have done on
numerous occasions to
date and still no one tells
me what is the problem with
my late payments.

I eventually wrote to the
Minister July 22 and all I
have received to date was
an acknowledgement
August 13.

This is so sad, it is 
shameful.

J.A. Milne
Aurora.



BRICKBATS to Poor Richard for forgetting to submit his
Bouquets and Brickbats last week, and
missing publication for the first time, and giv-
ing the editor a mild case of apoplexy. BOU-

QUETS to Norm Weller in filling the space so adequately. 

BOUQUETS to some members of council's general committee
for saving taxpayers' money by refusing to autho-
rize staff from hiring external counsel to represent
the town at an Ontario Municipal Board hearing in
which the town is not taking a position as the

appeal is between a landowner and the region.

BRICKBATS to the same council for approving the engagement
of a project manager for the proposed recre-
ation complex at a cost of $304,000 without
obtaining any details as to company back-

ground or projects carried out, as requested by Councillor Damir
Vrancic. More BRICKBATS for accepting the highest bidder with-
out asking why?

BOUQUETS to the staff of the Leisure Services Department for
the well organized Open House to hear and make
comments regarding uses for the proposed recre-
ation complex on Wellington Street East. There
were about 125 people in attendance, with lots of

comments.

BRICKBATS to the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority
for approving the landfill of the wetlands sur-
rounding the west section of the South
McKenzie Marsh to permit 26 town houses.

BOUQUETS to Aurora council members for rejecting the appli-
cation. 

BOUQUETS to the neatly-dressed firefighters of the Central
York Fire Service for holding their boots at
Aurora's plazas reently to raise funds. The fire-
fighters have been a familiar sight for many years
raising funds to fight Muscular Dystrophy. This

year some of the money will go to building the Fire Safety House
at the Community Safety Village, scheduled to open in January,
2004.

BRICKBATS to Canada's free-spending Governor General
Adrienne Clarkson who is setting out on a
trip to Russia, Finland and Iceland and tak-
ing a party of 59, including MPs and

Senators at an estimated cost of $1 million. That's what she
spent on a previous trip to Chile. Time to get rid of the office!

BOUQUETS to Tom Mitchinson, assistant commissioner of the
province's information and privacy act, for order-
ing Ontario cabinet ministers to provide a sworn
affidavit that they are not withholding any more
documents regarding Ipperwash. He also wants to

know why they lied in claiming they had a warrant to withhold
videotapes when they didn't.  A sorry mess!  

BRICKBATS to Premier Ernie Eves for washing his hands of the
whole affair, like Pontius Pilate, claiming he
didn't have anything to do with the
Ipperwash affair. If he's not in charge of his

cabinet, who is?

BOUQUETS to the York Toastmasters Club of Aurora on win-
ning the President's Distinguished Club Award, the
highest honour presented by Toastmasters
International.  

BOUQUETS to Ultimate Finishes, Faux Finish Decorating and
Theatre Aurora member Breta Tower for selecting
the colours for the decoration of the lobby of the
Factory Theatre and to the Aurora Arts and
Cultural Fund for the grant to carry out the project.

A vast improvement!
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By DICK ILLINGWORTH
ONUMENTS BY

HOMPSONST
* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
29 Victoria Street, Aurora L4G 1R1 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Like a good neighbour,
State Farm is there.

PETER VIRTANEN, CLU
220 Industrial Pkwy S. Unit 37 

(Across from Aurora Hydro) 
Aurora, ON

905-727-8400
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company * Canadian Head Office: Scarborough, Ontario 

CUPID & PSYCHE™

Unique Fashion Accessories 
Featuring Jewellery by Teresa 

As seen on 
City TV and 

at the Toronto
International
Film Festival

See the 
Hot Diamonds!

905-726-4333 www.cupidandpsyche.com
2  O r c h a r d  H t s .  B l v d . ,  U n i t  # 3 ,  A u r o r a

LEJABY CHANTELLE  BARBARA PIEGE
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 ELLE   CLASILK   CERIE2 Orchard Heights Blvd., St. Andrew’s Shopping Centre 841-0654

Fine Lingerie, Cruise & Swimwear

D I A M O N D  T E A A U B A D E   S P A N X

LINGERIE DE FEMME

MYSTERE
collection

offers 
romantic 
look with 

Calais Leavers 
lace & 

embossed veil

If you fit into one of these 
categories 

and have not been 
contacted by us,

Please call

905-853-4645

New to the community?
Expecting a baby
at your house?

Newly Engaged?

New Business/
Professional?

A Civic minded
Business interested 

in sponsoring 
Welcome Wagon?

Council salary will increase
The process to establish

compensation for members
of council varies from munici-
pality to municipality with
some using the services of a
citizens' advisory committee,
others engage a consultant,
while others decide among
themselves the level of com-
pensation.

Over the years Aurora has
traditionally maintained the
practice of using the services
of a group of Aurora resi-
dents, by appointing a
Citizens Advisory Committee
to develop compensation
recommendations for the
incoming council. 

Council appointed five citi-
zens to the committee in May.
They were Jim Hopps,
Chairman, and members
Rebecca Beaton, Juergen
Daurer, Vic Priestly and
Freida Rubletz.

The review revealed that
compensation for mayor had
maintained financial stability
with the mid-range of the
comparable municipalities,
while compensation for coun-
cillors had not maintained a
competitive level.

As a result the committee
recommended an increase of
1.5 per cent for each of the
next three years bringing the
Mayor's salary from the cur-
rent $40,042 to $40,642 in
2004, $41,251 in 2005 and
$41,869.

This is in addition to the
salary received from York
Region and serving as a
director on Aurora Hydro.
The committee recommend-

ed a six per cent salary
increase for members of
council from the current
$16,841 to $17,851 in 2004,
$18,922 in 2005 and $20,057
in 2006.

Hopps made a brief expla-
nation of the rationale behind
the recommended increases,
which he said the committee
believed to be fair and rea-
sonable, including a catch-up
provision for councillors who
had fallen well below the mid-
range of comparable munici-
palities.

For example in Newmarket,
the mayor received $52,194
plus benefits in 2003 and
members of council received
$24,357 plus benefits.

Aurora councillors do not
receive benefits.

Councillor John West
moved the report be forward-
ed to the next council for con-
sideration.

Councillor Evelina
MacEachern said she could
not support the referral, as
she believed a set amount
should be approved, not tied
into a staff increase, which
council approved.

She added that a six per
cent salary increase for coun-
cillors was not appropriate at

this time with taxpayers fac-
ing another tax increase.

Councllor Nigel Kean also
said he could not support the
referral as he did not agree
with a six per cent increase
for each of the three years
plus the salary adjustment.

He said the six per cent
increase should cover the
three years of the term. 

Councillor Damir Vrancic
said he could not support the
referral, as he believed the
increase should not be effec-
tive until the following term in
2007.
Councillor George Timpson

said setting the salary over
the years had always been
difficult. He referred to the
phone calls and e-mails that
councillors received in addi-
tion to council and committee
meetings and suggested the
current council should make
the decision rather than
referring it to the next council.

Mayor Tim Jones said
council had referred the
issue to a citizens' committee
with terms of reference and
committee had recommend-
ed what they believed was
appropriate and council
should adopt it or reduce it.
A recorded vote on the West

motion to refer to the incom-
ing council with the recom-
mendation they adopt the
report was defeated 7-2.
Kean moved that the report
be accepted without the
salary adjustment the same
as for non-union staff, which
was defeated 5-4.

Finally the motion was
made to accept the report as

presented and this was
approved 6-3 with Councillors
MacEachern, Kean and
Vrancic in opposition.

The increase will not

increase the overall compen-
sation for 2003 but the total
increase in 2004 is from
$174,770 to $183,450 or five
per cent. 



SPORTS
The best place to buy ROSES

302 Wellington St. East Unit 6
In Aurora  - 905-841-1635

www.rosarium.ca

WHOLESALE PRICESWHOLESALE PRICES
25 ROSES

$30for

25 ROSES 
$30for

Your 
Diamond 

and 
Wedding Band 

Specialist

Appraisals on Premises

A NEWMARKET TRADITION SINCE 1971
219 Main St. South Newmarket 

905-895-8057
www.knappetts.com

Watson’s Family 
Karate School

40 Engelhard Dr., Unit #9
Aurora 905-727-7144

TRIAL PROGRAM

www.watsonsfamilykarate.com

eennuuss
nntteerriioorrss

BBBBllll iiiinnnnddddssss

DDDDrrrraaaappppeeeessss

SSSShhhhuuuutttttttteeeerrrrssss    

BBBBeeeesssstttt    PPPPrrrriiiicccceeee    GGGGuuuuaaaarrrraaaannnntttteeeeeeee

LLLLiiiiffffeeeettttiiiimmmmeeee    WWWWaaaarrrrrrrraaaannnnttttiiiieeeessss    

BBBBrrrraaaannnndddd    NNNNaaaammmmeeee    PPPPrrrroooodddduuuuccccttttssss

416-994-4377
FREE SHOP AT HOME SERVICE

Serving York Region for 20 Years

NOW

50%
off

THE BEST SUNDAY BRUNCH
IN YORK REGION

10 am til 2 pm

THE

(905) 713-OINK (6465)

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND
Beginning Sunday Sept. 21

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

A 4-3 penalty kick score in favour of Aurora's Under 16 Barbarians, shown above, sent them
to the finals in rugby action last week. They edged out Brock from Uxbridge after the game ended in
a 15-15 tie. Aurora met Burlington in the final but results were not available at press time.

Bantam AA Tigers open with two wins
The Aurora Bantam AA

Tigers kicked off their new
season with two straight vic-
tories dumping Ajax and
Richmond Hill. 
In the team's first game, the

Tigers thrashed a penalty-
prone Ajax squad 6-1 in
Ajax.

Led by Colin McCullough
and Michael Pantalone, who
scored two goals apiece,
and Darren Gwilliam's solid
goaltending, the Aurora
team dominated from the
opening face-off.
Tigers took the lead early in

the first period on a goal by
Pantalone, set up by new-
comer Anthony Simone.

McCullough scored the
next two Tiger goals, the
second of them assisted by
Adam Lebar, before being
ejected from the game after
an incident along the
boards.
Still, the Tigers poured it on,

ending the second period up
4-1 on the strength of Aaron
Mansbridge's goal, assisted
by Tyler Virgoe and team
captain Michael Osuszek.

A chippy third period fol-
lowed, as the home team
compiled some 40 minutes
of penalties.

The Tigers managed to
retain their composure for
the most part, adding to their
lead with goals from
Pantalone, his second of the
game, asssisted by
Osuszek, and Matt Boyd.  

At home, the Tigers enter-
tained a lacklustre squad
from Richmond Hill and
came up with a 5-2 victory.

Jake MacDougall opened
the scoring early in the first
period, assisted by new
blueliner Sam Warden.

In the second, the Tigers
extended their lead with two
goals from Michael Osuszek
and one by Mike Pantalone.   

Defenceman Tyler Pettes
picked up two assists,
including a well-deserved
one after an end-to-end rush
with the puck.

Goaltender Jonathan
Newby's strong bid for a
shutout was spoiled in the
third, as Richmond Hill got

on the board, but Matt
Boyd's goal, assisted by
Aaron Mansbridge and Mike
Pantalone, put the game
well out of reach.
Just prior to the start of the

regular season, the Tigers
participated in a tournament
in Kanata.

Facing a mix of AAA and
AA teams from Toronto,
Streetsville and Quinte, the
Aurora boys handled them-
selves admirably, winning
two games and dropping
two, to make it to the semi-
finals. 

In a 3-1 win over
Streetsville, goaltender

Jonathan Newby's play was
sharp, and the Tigers had
goals from Michael
Osuszek, Sam Warden and
Jake MacDougall. Picking
up assists were Neil Kileeg,
Mike Pantalone and
MacDougall.

Against Toronto Royals,
Aurora coasted to a 4-0 vic-
tory, on the strength of
Darren Gwilliam's shutout,
and goals from Matt Boyd,
Jake MacDougall, Adam
Lebar and Aaron
Mansbridge. Assists came
from MacDougall, with two,
Lebar, Anthony Simone,
Colin McCullough and

Harrison Jones.
Outgunned in the semi-

final by a talented team
from Quinte, the Tigers exit-
ed the tournament and
enjoyed the rest of the
weekend in the Ottawa
region, which included a
visit to the Ottawa Senators'
training camp at the 
Corel Centre. 
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Is your furnace ready?

905.727.4258
*Limited time offer expires Oct. 31/03 www.click4comfort.com

Pre-Season Specials on Furnaces & Humidifiers on Now...
22 Point - Clean & Check 
$10.00 off* (with this coupon)

136 Wellington Street East, Aurora

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

BARRONS
For quality furnishings at a reasonable price

Come & see our catalogue of upholstered furniture 

14800 Yonge St., Aurora 905-841-5454

SSSSOOOOFFFFAAAA    BBBBEEEEDDDD    
CHAIR

(as shown) 
$$$$1111000099999999 $$$$ 666655550000

MMMMAAAATTTTCCCCHHHHIIIINNNNGGGG    
OOOOTTTTTTTTOOOOMMMMAAAANNNN

$$$$333388880000

our reduced price

Reg. Retail - $1385 Our reduced prices

Italian Restaurant

Purchase any dinner entrée at reg. price & receive another
dinnerentrée of equal or lesser value for FREE

15150 Yonge St., Aurora 
(across from the Aurora Library)(905) 751-0986  

FFFFRRRREEEEEEEE
DINNER
ENTREE

Open seven days a week 5 - 10 p.m.

on Yonge

Maximum value $20.00. Valid towards dinner. Dine in only. Not valid
on Friday or Saturday, holidays or special dates. Valid only with this ad. 

* Expires October 5/03

• 100’s of Unique Lighting Ideas 
•  Wholesale Prices 
•  Lamps and Lampshades 

15570 Yonge St., Aurora 
905-727-7347

THE LIGHT SPOT

STORE HOURS
Mon.-Thurs 10 am - 6 pm

Fri. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sat. 10 am - 5 pm 

AURORA’S NO.1 LIGHTING STORE

Find Out What your 
Home is Worth On-Line 

visit: 

www.QuickOnlineEvaluation.com
ReMax Omega Realty (1988) Ltd.

Downey said more than
260 letters had been mailed
to sporting groups, adjacent
residents and interested citi-
zens inviting them to the
public open house.

A representative of the
Aurora Minor Baseball
Association asked that a
hardball diamond and a
clubhouse be included.

A major discussion took
place over the proposed
swimming pool. A represen-
tative of the Aurora Swim
Club requested that the pool
have six 25 metre lanes. 

It was also suggested that
a 50-metre pool be consid-
ered at minimum rental
costs, and that a warm water
pool be included for the
older generation. In addition,
dressing rooms and a fitness
centre should be included,
as with more users, costs
would be lowered, residents
said.

It was suggested the pool
include facilities for a
Masters Swim Club with
water polo and a program for
seniors.

Former parks superinten-
dent Norm Weller referred to
the problems of poor soil
conditions when the
Community Centre and the
Leisure Complex were built,
especially the swimming
pool.

He suggested the new
complex include three ice
pads, so the one at the
Leisure Complex could be
eliminated and the plug be
pulled on the existing swim-
ming pool before more
money was spent on it.

He added the facilities
could be used for other pur-
poses, possibly a youth cen-
tre. 

A member of the Aurora
Rugby Club said the club
had 250 members and didn't
have a rugby field in Aurora
to play on. He said three or
four fields were needed. 

Representatives of the
Aurora Tennis Club wanted
to know how long before the
proposed tennis courts
would be available for use.
They were advised the play-
ing fields were a concept
only, still open to discussion.

The proposed youth centre
also came in for consider-
able discussion and the gen-
eral impression left from the

speakers, including Hot
Spot founder Wendy
Gaertner, was that the
youth centre should be in
the downtown core. 

She suggested the use of
the old library or the old fire
hall. She also suggested
the town acquire the Lions'
Hall as an indoor youth
facility.

Ron Gibson suggested
that when plans were made
for the hockey rinks that a
curling rink be included, as
Aurora did not have a facili-
ty for curlers and there was
a need for such a facility.

Bruce Stafford, president
of the Aurora Storm
Volleyball Club, submitted a
detailed presentation pro-
viding a list of players'
needs and suggested the
complex be larger.

He suggested adding two
double gyms to the indoor
facility, a multi-use field
house, fitness centre, com-
mon area with food services
and meeting and class-
rooms.

He added that eight volley-
ball courts be added to the
outdoor facilities. 

Stephen Granger, a mem-
ber of the Leisure Services
Advisory Committee, sug-
gested more community
comment be received,
especially concerning cost
and impact on the budget.

Linda Kenny, vice-chair-
person of the 140 Aurora Air
Cadet Squadron, reminded
the audience that not all
young people were interest-
ed in sports and that space
consideration be given to
youth organizations such as
the Air Cadets.

A citizen said that as tax-
payers paid for the gyms in
the schools, they should be
made available to various
sporting groups needing
facilities. 

Downey replied there was
on-going consultation
between Leisure Service
staff and school board staff,
regarding the use of school
facilities for recreational
purposes.

From page 1

Among the guests at last Wednesday's highly successful Alpha dinner at Aurora's Howard
Johnson Hotel were Newmarket Councillor Bob Scott and Aurora Councillor Betty Pedersen.
They were joined by a full house of people who took advantage of a free dinner to hear the
benefits of an Alpha course, endorsed by numerous churches in the Aurora area. Master of
Ceremonies for the evening was former radio traffic reporter Henry Shannon, right. 

Auroran photos by Dave Falconer 

Ideas abound for complex

Greg
Sorbara

Greg
Sorbara

Commitment, 
Experience,
A Plan To 

Get The Job Done!

Authorized by the C.F.O. for the Greg Sorbara Campaign

VAUGHAN OFFICE:
Tel: 905-856-8542

THE GREG SORBARA CAMPAIGN
AURORA OFFICE 
Tel: 905-726-4356   

On October 2nd, 
choose change

Vote Liberal

RE-ELECT

www.gregsorbara.ca

vote 
October 2nd



LOSE WEIGHT!

14799 Yonge St., Aurora
905-751-1676

Expires: September 30, 2003
* Based on full program, excludes product

lose up to 7 lbs. per week • guaranteed results • free one-on-one consultations

Thousands have achieved weight
loss success with Herbal Magic®.

ALL IT TAKES IS A CALL. 

Shirley
69 pounds
& 75 inches!

50% off*
all weight loss 

programs!

Systems International

Weight Management and Nutrition Centres

www.herbalmagic.ca

Herbal Magic

CRIMINAL
DEFENCE

BAIL

WILLS,
ESTATES

REAL
ESTATE

YOUNG 
OFFENDERS

Susan E. Tucker 
Lawyer & Notary Public

905 727-7775
FAMILY

LAW

NEW AND USED SHELVING 
INDUSTRIAL QUALITY

A & D ENTERPRISES

WAREHOUSE
OPEN 

TO THE 
PUBLIC

NEW & USED OFFICE FURNITURE 

• WORK BENCHES 

• STORAGE LOCKERS 

• HARDWARE BINS 

• GARAGE/BASEMENT RACKING

6 Vata Court, Unit # 1, Aurora
905-841-4441  Mon. - Fri.   9 - 5

Vi s a ,  M a s t e r C a r d ,  C h e q u e ,  D e b i t ,  C a s h
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Former NBC foreign war
correspondent, Dana Lewis,
dropped into the Aurora
Public Library last week and
unfolded an international
drama.

Visiting his mom and dad in
Kettleby while he pursues
other career opportunities,
Dana became the guest
speaker for the Aurora
Optimist Club, but because
arrangements were so hasty,
no one knew he was coming.

Those who did attend the
evening heard just how horri-
ble it is in the war-torn sec-
tions of the world as seen
through the eyes of a news-
man.

Dana is a local boy, made
good.
He attended Kettleby Public

School, and has the distinc-
tion of being one of the first
students at Aurora High
School when it opened in the
early 70s.

He transferred to Dr. G. W.
Williams Secondary School,
and graduated from Thornlea
Secondary School in
Thornhill.

Upon graduation from York
University, Dana attended
Fanshaw College in London
where he studied Journalism.

During his career, he spent
six years as a crime reporter
in Toronto.
As a foreign war correspon-

dent, he has covered all
major world conflicts.

He spoke, at some length,
about his adopted country of
Russia. He has lived there for
the last five years and mar-
ried a Russian woman.

"Communism protected a
lot of people, but there is
emerging a vibrant middle
class," he said. "There is a
huge trade market, but it will
take years to develop."

The crime rate is slowly
decreasing but the country
as a whole has a long way to
go, he said.
The Russian people have

learned to be more efficient
in food production, but there
are still no private land sales.
All land is still government
owned.
"In Russia you are now able

to own your own apartment,
but the building is still owned
by the government," he said.

Former NBC war correspondent Dana Lewis, right, chats with Aurora
Optimist President Ken Banks during informal meeting last week at the
Aurora Library.

War correspondent shares
horror with small audience

Lewis was one of the first
Western journalists allowed
into Afghanistan, where, he
said, there are still some five
million refugees.

In Israel, Lewis moved
about in a bullet-resistant
Jeep. Though it was white
with large black markings
indicating it carried a TV
crew, it was still fired on by
the Israeli Army. 

There were 20 journalists
killed during the Iraqi war, he
said.

His job is very hard on his
family, he said. His entire
time in Iraq was spent wear-
ing a 25-pound bullet-proof
vest with a gas mask always
at his side. He was told that
he would have nine seconds
to put on the gas mask, if the
need arose.

He believes the people of
Iraq deserve a better life
than the one imposed on

them by Saddam Hussein.
When asked his most vivid

memory of Iraq, without a
moment's hesitation, he said
"Sandstorms. Mother Nature
is worse than any army ever
mustered."

Lewis has a great respect
for the job the U.S. Army is
trying to do in Iraq.  

"In general, journalists
need to be able to see
through the sandstorm," he
said. "They try to make a dif-
ference without picking
sides. They always strive to
be as honest as possible,
while making no judgment
calls. Journalists are not
there as cheerleaders for
one side or the other, they
are there to report the big
picture."
The haunting images of war

will always remain with him,
he said, as he shared the
images with his audience.

Eleven 
share in
big pot

Eleven York Region 
charities, including four
directly linked to Aurora,
are each $38,363 richer
today thanks to funds
raised by last week's
Magna Hoedown.

Sharing the $422,000 pot
were the Aurora Minor Ball
Association; Aurora Minor
Hockey Association; Aurora
Skating Club; Aurora Youth
Soccer Club; Big Brothers
of York; Girls Incorporated
of York Region; Newmarket
Soccer Club; Pathways for
Children, Youth and
Families of York Region;
Safehaven Project for
Community Living; York
Region Abuse Program;
and the York Region
Community Safety Village.

More than 3,000 people
attended the 16th annual
Hoedown, held inside a
60,000 square foot tent in
Magna's front yard on
Wellington Street East in
Aurora.
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RUMOURS & RUMBLINGS

They graduate and then they seem to disappear
Graduates of Aurora high schools go off to college and

seem to disappear insofar as their hometown is concerned.
In May, 1972, Ronald Graham, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold

Graham, graduated from a University of Guelph diploma
course in agriculture and became a staff member of the
Essex Golf Club in Windsor.

In May, 1976, James Browning, son of Mr. and Mrs. Doug
Browning, graduated from Queen's University with an hon-
ours degree in psychology and carried on at the university
doing government research.

At the same time Peter Douglas Bull, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Bull, and Edwin O'Mahoney, son of Mr. and Mrs.
John O'Mahoney, received their Bachelor of Environmental
Studies degree from the University of Waterloo.

Where are they today?

SHOELESS PRISONER GETS SHOD

Back in 1966 when members of Aurora Council used to
see and approve the monthly expenditures, members got a
shock when going over the police accounts. There was a
$5.23 item listed as "shoes for prisoner".

It seems the police had taken into custody a prisoner who
didn't have any shoes. A pair of sneakers was purchased to
give him something to wear for his court appearance.

WHEN AURORA HAD ITS OWN MONEY

It was in 1992 when the Aurora Chamber of Commerce ini-
tiated a retail promotion campaign to encourage Aurora res-
idents to shop in Aurora. 

Aurora money was available from participating retailers
and given to customers based on the value of their pur-
chases, much like Canadian Tire money.

More than 30 retailers made the money available in
denominations of five cents, 10 cents, 50 cents and a 
dollar.

Customers could use the money as legal tender at any
participating merchant. It could also be redeemed for cash
at any of the three National Bank branches in Aurora.

Aurora Money presented problems for some members of
the business community and one was Aurora Cable, as they
had no way to circulate the cash.

They accepted the money as payment of bills, but didn't
know what to do with it.

They didn't want to cash it in and looked for ways to keep
it in circulation.   

As it was just before Christmas, gifts were purchased for
the Yellow Brick House.

Rec Cycle N' Sports, where some of the gifts were pur-

chased, matched the cable money dollar for dollar.
Aurora dollars never became as famous as the loonie, but

the "West Wampum" was more popular than the
"Diefenbuck!"

SINCLAIR BLASTS AURORA

Back in 1963, CFRB radio broadcaster Gordon Sinclair
heard about Aurora's Centennial celebrations and blasted
the town for having a beard-growing contest, which he
claimed any hick town could do.
After seeing the full program for the 1963 Centennial, sent

to him by Centennial chairman Don Glass, Sinclair told his
radio audience that the program was lively and interesting
and one of the best thought out celebrations ever held in an
Ontario community.

WHEN ELECTIONS WERE EXCITING

Back in 1966, Aurora had its own Public School Board and
there was always a race to fill the six seats on the board.

In 1966 there were 12 candidates including Jean Baker-
Pearce, Murray Binions, Dick Buchanan, Bill Coleman,
George Dawson, Beryl Downing, Rudolph Jansen, Yolande
Marshall, Len Ostick, Albert Smalley, Bev Stewart and Bert
Turnbull.

There were 10 candidates for the six seats on council
including Peter Bailey, Robert Buchanan, Evelyn Buck, Cliff
Corbett, Walter Davis, Dick Illingworth, Peter Miller, Norm
Perkins, Bill Trent and Charles Wilkinson.

Clarence Davis and Ron Simmons were in the race for
mayor and the perennial sparing partners Jim Murray and
Stu Patrick were seeking the office of reeve.

Jack Williamson received an amalgamation for deputy
reeve. A few of them are still around! There was also a bal-
lot on Sunday sports.

MEAN SPIRITED THIEVES IN AURORA

In February, 1993, thieves took off with a charity box full of
donations from the Golden Griddle Restaurant in St.
Andrew's Village. Owner Ann Corbitt said the box contained
about $225 and was taken during the restaurant's breakfast
rush.

The money had been collected during the past three
months and would have been used to send children suffer-
ing from cancer to Camp Oochigeas at Rosseau Lake.

The locked box displayed photos of children and pam-
phlets about the camp. It was located near the cash regis-
ter but wasn't bolted down. 

MODEL BUILDERS
(AURORA) LIMITED 

59 INDUSTRIAL PKWY. S. AURORA
905-727-5661

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
BUILDERS AND RENOVATORS 

SINCE 1956 

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

155 Wellington St. E. Aurora
(905) 713-OINK (6465)

AAAAwwwwaaaarrrrdddd    WWWWiiiinnnnnnnniiiinnnngggg    BBBBaaaabbbbyyyy    BBBBaaaacccckkkk    RRRRiiiibbbbssss

““““MMMMaaaakkkk iiii nnnngggg     AAAAuuuurrrroooorrrraaaa

PPPPrrrroooouuuudddd”””” !!!!
VOTED BEST SAUCE

2003 St. Lawrence Market Ribfest

VOTED BEST SAUCE AND BEST RIBS

2003 People’s Choice Award (Scarborough)

VOTED BEST RIBS

2003 People’s Choice Award (Guelph)

VOTED BEST RIBS
2003 Barrie Kempenfest

Winner of over 30 ribfest awards in 
competitions against teams from 

all over North America

T he people of Christ Lutheran
Church commend the other

churches in the Aurora Community who are
presenting the Alpha Course.  We, unfortu-
nately, were not able to participate in the

joint planning, but we wish you God's rich-
est Blessings as you endeavour to share

with our community.

T he Alpha Course sponsored by   
Christ Lutheran Church will be

held on Tuesday evenings beginning on
September 30, and we invite those interested

to contact us for details, times, and loca-
tion.  For more about Alpha, please check

out http://alphacanada.org

Alpha Program

Pastor Mel Murray - Christ Lutheran Church
7 Lacey Court, Aurora, L4G 5H2  905-727-3311

When the news of the theft became known, generous
Aurora residents came to the rescue of the camp kids. The
theft turned out to be a blessing in disguise, as residents
donated about $1,000 in three days.

At the same time there was a rash of charity box thefts
leaving local volunteers wondering who could be so heart-
less to steal from disadvantaged children.

Resident rejects parking restriction
Aurora's Traffic Safety

Advisory Board submitted a
report to a recent council
meeting with several rec-
ommendations regarding
traffic safety concerns on
Gurnett Street.

After reviewing the situa-
tion the board recommend-
ed parking be prohibited on
the east side of Gurnett
Street from Connaught
Avenue to a point 40 metres
north of Gurnett Avenue
and that "Children at Play"
signs be installed on
Gurnett.

Jessie Schormans, a res-
ident of Gurnett Street,
appeared before council to
oppose the board's recom-
mendation.

She said she and her fam-
ily lived at the corner of
Connaught and the recom-
mendation didn't make any
sense, as the proposed
parking restriction would
cover the complete frontage
of their property.

She suggested a three-
way stop be implemented at
the intersection due to the
number of children crossing
Gurnett to get to the park-
land opposite Connaught.

Timpson said the issues
had been before the TSAB
for more than a year, and
hazards were created by
parked cars blocking visibil-
ity of children crossing
Gurnett to access the 
parkland.

Because of speeding com-
plaints police had been
asked to increase enforce-
ment in the area.

Councillor David Griffith
agreed the area was unsafe
but blamed the on-street
parking due to the lack of

off-street parking for the
doctors' offices at Kennedy
and Yonge Streets.

As the doctors' offices are
open Monday through
Friday, he suggested the
restrictions be limited to
those days, which would

allow visitor parking on the
weekends.

Council agreed to imple-
ment the "Children at Play"
signs, but to refer the park-
ing issue back to the board
to consider limited parking
restrictions as suggested.

Water Softening, Purification,
Filtration & Sterilization Units 

Tel: (905) 727-6401 8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario
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LIVING
WATER 

CHURCH
1260 Journey’s End Circle,

Newmarket 

(905)-895-9991
SUNDAY 10:30 & 18:30 

Wednesday 19:30

We are a Pentecostal Church 
affiliated with AFCM, Canada

C L A S S I F I E D S

W E  C R E A T E
BEDROOMS AND WIN-
DOWS OF YOUR
DREAMS. We sew custom
made bedding, draperies, &
linen to suit your style and
needs. Priced to suit your bud-
get. Please call for free esti-
mate 905-713-6594

DAYCARE AVAILABLE
loving home - walk to
Highview/Light of Christ
Schools. Full/part time for
your ch i ld ren. Phone
Michelle, 905-727-6370

WANTED 

BUYING OLD COMIC
BOOKS Please call:
4 1 6 - 7 2 2 - 2 2 9 9  
o r e - m a i l  a t  
ray-7000@hotmail.com

BAYVIEW ACCOMMO-
DATIONS Bayview
Wellington, 1 bdrm in
townhouse will have
own livingroom, shared
laundry and entrance
parking and walkout
patio. $600 call Leslie
905-726-0029

SHARED ACCOMMODATIONS8 5 0  S Q .  F T .
SECOND FLOOR, downtown
Aurora. Available now. Call: 905-
727-4073

CUSTOM SEWING

COMPUTER SERVICE
F R E E  O N - S I T E
A S S E S S M E N T :
Computers, cameras,
printers, scanners, sales
and service. Call: Ted
905-841-6877

F: 905-727-2620T: 905-727-7128

DAYCARE AVAILABLE

PIANO LESSON
HIGHLY QUALIFIED
piano teacher accepts
n e w  s t u d e n t s .  
Tel: 1-800-476-9775
Irina

A U C T I O N

PLACE OF WORSHIP

DAYCARE PROVIDERS -
GET NOTICED TODAY!
Hundreds of parents use
our free online childcare
directory. Visit w w w. d a y -
c a r e a v a i l a b l e . c o m # 1-
800-381-5186

COMPUTER TRAINING
A N D  S E R V I C E S :
I n t e r n e t , M i c r o s o f t
O f f i c e , L o t u s
S m a r t S u i t e , W o r d
Perfect, Word process-
ing, spreadsheets, datab
ase management, pre-
sentations, resume.
(905) 833-6466

COMPUTER TRAINING

NOTICE

CARPET - I have
several thousand
yards of new
Stainmaster and
100% Olefin carpet. I
will carpet your living
room & hall for $389.
Price includes carpet,
pad and installation
(30 square yards)
Steve 905-898-0127

FOR SALE

R E A L E - M A I L your-
name@auroraemail.ca 50
megs, web based, no spam,
virus protection W o r l d  E
P o s t 905-726-1242
$25.00 private address - never 
s o l d  t o  m a r k e t i n g 
companies end.

E-MAIL

OFFICE SPACE

As a parent, it’s scary thinking about what can happen 
to our kids when we aren’t around. We can’t be with 
them twenty four hours a day to protect them. 
Luckily, we can teach them about the dangers of 
strangers and what to do if they are approached, just 
as we teach them what to do in case of a fire or other 
emergency. 

Our martial arts school specializes in making children 
safer in our community. You're invited and encouraged 
to participate in our next personal safety seminar for 
children ages 6 & older. 

JUNE 14 2003  2:30 - 6:30
The interactive seminar will cover: 

Awareness, Prevention and Safety Tips
Fun, Interactive Role Plays and Scenarios 
Bully Defence
Basic Escape Strategies 

$75.00
The seminar will be taught in a safe, playful 
environment while your child learns how to handle 
potentially dangerous situations. Being prepared is 
essential, and will help give your child confidence and 
you, peace of mind.  

Call today for information or to register.   Contact: 

Note: Limited space available, please call to reserve 
your family's spot. 

Children’s
Personal

Safety
Seminar

TM

TM

Watson’s Family Karate School Health Energy & Renewal 
40 Engelhard Dr. Aurora Solutions

905.727.7144 2 Orchard Heights Blvd.
 St. Andrew’s Village Unit 26 

905.726.9467
fitness

TM

health energy & renewal solutions inc.

TM

TM

TM

TM

September 27, 2003 2:00 - 6:00 
As a parent, it’s scary thinking about what can happen to our
kids when we aren’t around. We can’t be with them twenty-
four hours a day to protect them. Luckily, we can teach them
about the dangers of strangers and what to do if they are
approached, just as we teach them what to do in case of a
fire or other emergency. 

Our martial arts school specializes in making children safer
in our community. You’re invited and encouraged to 
participate in our next personal safety seminar for children
ages 6 & older. 

The interactive seminar will cover: 

• Awareness, Prevention and Safety Tips
• Fun, Interactive Role Plays and Scenarios 
• Basic Escape Strategies and Bully Defense

The seminar will be taught in a safe, playful 
environment while your child learns how to handle 
potentially dangerous situations. Being 
prepared is essential, and will help give your child 

confidence and you, peace of
mind. 

Note: Limited space available, please call 
to reserve your child’s spot. 
Cost $50.00

MEMBER: National Association of Professional Martial Artists

Children’s 
Personal 
Safety 
Seminar

1201-75 Donway West 
North York, Ont. M3C 2E9 
auddis.wong@cartierpartners.ca

Helping you build a realistic and 
attainable retirement portfolio

Auddis Wong, CIM, CFP
Financial Consultant 
Aurora: 905-727-7396
Toronto: 416-510-1565

- Mutual Funds, RSP
-Labour Sponsored Funds 
-GICs, Registered Education Plans, RIFs

visit: 
www.ViewHotNewListings.com

ReMax Omega Realty (1988) Ltd.

HOME BUYERS:
VIEW HOT

NEW LISTINGS

AUCTION SALE
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2003 - 10:00 A.M.
KING CITY COMMUNITY CENTRE - King City, Ontario

Hwy 400 to King Rd. East 3 Kms to First St. East of Keele St. South off King Rd. 
To Include: Furniture, Glass, China, Sterling, Figurines, 

Art, Books, Coins, Collectibles & Misc. Items. 
PREVIEW: 9:00 a.m. Day of Sale.
TERMS: Cash or Known Cheque 

AUCTIONEER DAVID BEASLEY, ICCA, CPPA

Phone/Fax (905)727-6585
Full Details At: www.auctionsfind.com/beasley

e-mail: cbeasley@aci.on.ca

QUEENSIZE HEAD-
BOARD $125; Glider
Rocker $95: Sofa
$ 5 0 ;  5  P i e c e
Bedroom $150;
Loveseat $95. Many
more items available.
D-mac Furniture,
Aurora 905-727-
6403 or 877-663-
6626

TRADE-IN FURNITURE

WANTED 3 OR 4
BEDROOM house or
building lot in old
Aurora. Not Realtor.
Jim 416-994-2018

HOUSE WANTED

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND OTHERS
All claims against the Estate of George Robert Black,
late of the City of Aurora, in the Province of Ontario
who died on or about December 7, 2002, must be filed
with the undersigned Estate Trustee before October 17,
2003 after which date the assets of the Estate will be
distributed having regard only to the claims then made.

Dated at Toronto this 17th day of September, 2003. 

The Estate Trustees

By their solicitors herein 
Melanie A. Yach 
BLAKE, CASSELS & GRAYDON LLP
Box 25, Commerce Court West
Toronto, Ontario
M5L 1A9 

HAVE YOU REGIS-
TERED YOUR WEB-
SITE address in the
new trillium directory?
For details call Roy
289-231-3157

H A I R S T Y L I S T
REQUIRED for busy
Aurora beauty salon
905-727-1369 Peter
or Frank 

G E O R G I N A
P A I N T B A L L
& S u p p l y ,
ForestGames, group
rates &  other special
events 905-722-9066
(on hwy. 48)

PAINTBALL

WANTED ROOM TO
RENT ON FARM includ-
ing a minimum of 1/2 acre
of land. Call: 905-252-
0315

ROOM WANTED

WEBSITE PROMOTIONS

PIANO LESSON

PAINTING & DECORATING

PAINTING, WALLPAPER, FAUX FINISHES, colour consulta-
tions, window treatments, blinds & shutters, furniture reupholster-
ing...we do it all! Service, is guaranteed & references are avail-
able. For free estimate call: Decorating Works 905-727-7048

Advertise in the Auroran Classifieds 
Call before Saturday for next week’s paper.

Call: 905-727-7128

Advertise in the Auroran
Classifieds 

Call before Saturday for next
week’s paper.

Call: 905-727-7128

FREE
LISTING 1
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Watson’s Family karate School 
40 Engelhard Dr. 

Unit 9 
Aurora, Ont. 

L4G 6X6
905-727-7144

www.watsonsfamilykarate.com

In late 2000, Preserve
Homes purchased the
lands from Magna
International and submitted
an application for an official
plan amendment, zoning
bylaw and subdivision
agreement.

The application was for
657 detached dwellings
and 100 townhouse units
on the 145-acre parcel of
land at the northeast cor-
ner.

At that time staff advised
council members that the
application was incomplete
and concern was
expressed about the pro-
posal to remove a pro-
posed business park and
replace it with medium/high
density units on Wellington
Street, which was not in
keeping with the high qual-
ity streetscape for the
Wellington Street corridor.

In February, 2001, the
applicant submitted a
revised application to
reflect the land uses
approved in the official plan
amendment, which includ-
ed two business parks and
medium/high density on
the west side of the proper-
ty instead of along
Wellington Street.

A public planning meeting
was held March 27, 2002,
although the applicant had
already appealed the appli-
cation to the Ontario
Municipal Board on the
basis of the town not mak-
ing a decision within 

90 days.
Over the next few months

the applicant submitted
other revised plans taking
into consideration the
issues and concerns raised
by the public, staff and
council.

The final revised plan and
zoning amendment was
submitted early this year
and following discussions
with staff,  council approved
the proposal as all the final
issues had been resolved. 

A half-day OMB hearing
was held to advise the
board the appeal had been
withdrawn.

A representative of

Preserve Homes appeared
before the public planning
meeting last week to
request two minor changes
to the zoning bylaw. 

One was caused by a sur-
veyor's error resulting in the
lot being smaller than origi-
nally planned, requiring a
zoning amendment from
one residential category to
another.

The second dealt with the
former school board prop-
erty, which had not been
included in the original plan
of subdivision. The request-
ed amendment is to permit
the lands to be rezoned to
permit the completion of

From page 1 two townhouse blocks, plus
a landscaped buffer strip
along the north side of
Wellington Street.

Council members had no

objections to the proposed
amendments on the basis
they were primarily house-
keeping and referred the
issue to staff to work out 

the details.
In response to a question,

the representative advised
the old school building
would be demolished.

Hartman building to be demolished by developers
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*Put your LAWN/GARAGE SALE on the AURORAN MAP again this year!Call with the date, time, street address & nearest intersection. PLEASE CALL THIS SPECIAL NUMBER TO BOOK YOUR SPOT: 905-727-7128
*FREE to Aurora residents only. Information can be submitted up to Sunday 3:30 pm for Tuesday publication.

SATURDAY SEPT. 27
1) 156 Hollandview Trail  8 - 1

2) 53 Snedden Ave.  8 - 1

3) 284 Stone Rd. 9 - 1 (rain or shine)

4) 284 Kennedy St. W. 8 - 11

5) 55 Nisbet Dr. 8 - 12

N
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