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STREET FESTIVAL SUNDAY

Yonge Street Festival Chairman Regina Brown, right, and
committee member Brenda Snape swap buttons prior to the
opening of the 8th annual festival this Sunday. The colour-
ful buttons, designed by Snape, will be used as admission
to several events, and by the looks of these two, no event
will be missed. In reality, you need only one button. They
cost a buck each and will be on sale along Yonge Street 
during the festival.                      Auroran photo by Ron Wallace 

Giant sneaker will literally
pound Festival pavement 

Beware, the Giant Sneaker.
At more than 12 feet long, and

about five feet wide, the Giant
Sneaker will be on Yonge Street
Sunday, June 1, along with an
estimated 25,000 people (who,
with any luck, will be wearing
sneakers considerably smaller) as
the 8th Annual Aurora Street
Festival gets underway.

Sponsored by the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation,
the giant sneaker - it has already
achieved Guinness Book of
Records fame - will make its way
from one end of the festival to the
other, and it will only cost a buck to
see it move.

York Region fundraising
Coordinator Lynn Conforti said the
group will sell paper sneakers for a
dollar each, and every time a set of
paper sneakers is sold, the Giant
Sneaker will take one (giant) step
down the street.

"Our goal is to move the sneaker
the entire length of the Festival
and back," she said.

The sneaker is only one of
dozens of attractions planned this
year by the Aurora Chamber of

Commerce festival committee.
Several events will require a fes-

tival button to gain admission. The
bright yellow button, designed by
committee member Brenda
Snape, will be on sale everywhere
along the street.

The button will allow you access
to two climbing walls, a mist tent, a
bungee run, a children's bouncer
and safety cars.

"If it's hot, the mist tent will be
popular," said committee chairman
Regina Brown. "And we know it's
going to be hot, because we have
already put in an order for perfect
weather."

The event, started in 1996 to cel-
ebrate the 200th birthday of Yonge
Street, has become an annual
favourite in Aurora.

Attracting as many as 30,000
people, the festival closes Yonge
Street to vehicular traffic from
Wellington Street in the north, to
Murray Drive in the south.

This year, a total of 618 booths
have been reserved by hundreds
of vendors and the festival official-
ly "sold out" earlier than ever this
year. Activities begin at 11 a.m. 

School blaze
is contained
to classroom

That favourite firework "burning
schoolhouse" became a reality last
week.
With the long Victoria Day holiday

weekend coming to a close, some-
one torched an Aurora school.

Central York Fire Services per-
sonnel contained the blaze at
Lester B. Pearson public school to
a single classroom, and York
Regional Police confirmed the fire
had been deliberately set.

Damage was estimated between
$15,000 and $20,000.

Police are looking for a red sport
utility vehicle spotted in the parking
lot just prior to the blaze breaking
out.

Witnesses said the vehicle is
believed to be a Honda CRV.

Police and fire officials were
called to the scene about 10.45
that night.

Anyone with further information
should call 905-895-1221, exten-
sion 7141, or Crime Stoppers at 1-
800-222-TIPS.

The school is located on Odin
Crescent.

For the youngsters

The Aurora Opera Company is
looking for children…about 100
of them, actually.

They need 50 children to partic-
ipate in the musical Oliver and
another 50 for roles in Gilbert and
Sullivan's children's production of
H.M.S Pinafore.

If you're interested, call 905-
841-0414 for further information.

And not-so youngsters

Former Toronto Maple Leaf
Captain Wendel Clark will be the
special guest this Saturday as
Holy Spirit Catholic School on
Stone Road holds a family fun
fair event. Wendel will receive a
$500 cheque for the Community
Safety Village at 2 p.m.

Briefly

Pie eating contest was one activity of the 2nd annual Aurora
Grove Public School Spring Fling Saturday. Special guest
was Johnny Bower. More photos see page 13.

Surprise proposal would see
seniors in five-floor building

By DICK ILLINGWORTH

While it still has to be approved
by council  (and that could hap-
pen this week) general committee
members last Tuesday on a 5-4
vote agreed to study the possibil-
ity of demolishing the old library
and fire hall on Victoria Street. 

In its place would be a five-
storey, 30-unit seniors' apartment
complex, with the first two floors
as a seniors' centre under some
form of a public/private partner-
ship.

A staff report, complete with
architect's drawings, came as a
surprise to some council mem-
bers, but Councillor John West
said he was amazed that some
had never heard of it and their
comments were an insult to the
professionals on staff.
"We all knew that we were going

out for a public/private partner-
ship," he said.

Public seating at the meeting
was filled by members of the
seniors' group, several who knew
of the plan and some who were
hearing it for the first time.

If councillors had previously dis-
cussed the proposal it had to be
in private as it had never been
presented in public session. 

The proposal flies in the face of
a budgeted plan to relocate the
seniors' centre into the old and
now nearly vacant Victoria Street
library building.

The debate got underway with a
presentation by Director of
Leisure Services, Allan Downey,
author of the report.

He referred to the disbanding of
the L i b r a r y  S q u a r e
Redevelopment Committee and
the direction to staff to bring back
options for Church Street School,
the old library, fire hall and
Victoria Hall.

He noted that staff had clear
instructions from council that the
seniors' centre was to be moved
from the old fire hall to the main
and upper floor of the old library at
an estimated cost of $1.2 million.

After discussing the proposals it
was found that the Seniors need-
ed more space to introduce new
programs and it was decided to
look at other options. A consultant
was engaged to carry out soil
tests of the library site to deter-
mine carrying capacities for
potential redevelopment.

A conceptual plan was devel-
oped which included the demoli-
tion of the two old buildings and
the construction of the apart-
ment/senior centre complex. 
An architect was engaged to pre-

pare proposed detailed designs,
with four floors on the Victoria
Street side and five floors on the
west side of the building.

Neither the engagement of the
consultant nor the architect was

approved by council in public 
session.  

Downey said the seniors' 
steering committee supported the

Please see page 14
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CONTINUING
Men's casual soccer league looking for 10 or more

players, aged mid-20s to early 50s. Games at St.
Andrew's College Wednesdays at 7 p.m. beginning
June 4. Further information, call Scott Sillcox at 905-
727-5685. Registration fee $50.

* * * * 
Registration now taking place for Kids On the Move

summer camp to be held at Highview Public School dur-
ing July and August. Grades 1 to 3 and 4 to 6. Further
information 905-841-1638 or 905-841-7742

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous, every Tuesday night, Trinity

Anglican Church, Victoria Street, 7.30 p.m.
MAY 30-JUNE 1

Art Show and Sale, Aurora Library. Friday, 7 p.m. to 9
p.m., Saturday, 9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday (Street
Festival Day) 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Presented by SOYRA.
Portion of proceeds to the library.

MAY 31
Family Fun Fair Event, Holy Spirit Catholic School, 315

Stone Rd,, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.  Special guest Wendel
Clark. Highlights: Toronto Maple Leaf Developmental
Zone, Merlin's Party Bouncers, catered by M & M
Meats, silent auction, raffles, children's games.

* * * * 
Aurora Seniors Art Group annual Art Exhibition and

Sale from noon to 4:30 p.m. Exhibition is culmination of
a year's study with Aurora artist Dorothy Clark McClure.
In addition to viewing the art, enjoy the harp music from
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. with Gwyneth Reid.

JUNE 1
Street Festival. Buttons required to enter several

attractions. Event is officially sold out. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
JUNE 5

Town of Aurora Community Recognition Awards at the
Aurora Town Hall, including the naming of the Citizen of
the Year.

JUNE 5 & JUNE 8
Aurora Lawn Bowling Club open house day. McMahon

Park.
JUNE 6

Aurora Grand Prix in Machell Park. Walk the course at
6 p.m. prior to competitions and meet the riders after-
wards.

JUNE 7
Family evening barbecue at Machell Park as part of

the Aurora Fair and Horse Show. Evening entertainment
begins at 5.30 p.m.

* * * *
Aurora Optimists Recreational Hockey final registra-

tion for boys and girls born 1997 and 1998. Aurora
Community Centre lobby #2. 9-11 am

JUNE 7-8
Aurora Fair and Horse Show in Machell Park. Tons of

events and competitions.
* * * *

Aurora Youth Soccer Club festival to introduce the start
of the summer 2003 soccer season at Sheppard's Bush. 

JUNE 9
Aurora Writers Group meets at 7:30 at Aurora Town

Hall. 
JUNE 12

Workshop to discuss demographics of Alzheimer
Disease, Aurora Library Magna Room #1, 7 - 8.30 p.m.
Register at the adult information desk or phone 905-
727-9493. Seating limited.

JUNE 25
Women's Centre of York Region, in Aurora, charity golf

tournament in support of its various programs, at the
Mandarin Golf and Country Club. Book a foursome,
donate prizes or sponsor this event, call Shelley
Lundquist at 905-727-5837.

AUGUST 22
Cardinal Carter Pioneer Class of 1993 Reunion.

Pioneer students and faculty invited. For ticket informa-
tion, call Joanna Jannetta 905-773-6717. 

OCTOBER 25
Sterling Drug reunion, Aurora Legion, 7 p.m. 

Former employees invited. For tickets call 905-775-
6761 or 905-775-6880. Also e-mail at
sterling_reunion@hotmail.com.

Coming Events in Aurora

Sunday June 1st 
11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sponsored by
THE AURORA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

& THE TOWN OF AURORA

Lapel buttons ($1 each) are required for admission to the following events:
• Two climbing walls  • Mist tent  • Bungee run
• Children's bouncer  • SafeT Kids (safety cars)

Buttons available in advance at the Aurora Chamber of Commerce office, Yonge and Industrial Parkway South; 
Balloonacy, 15483 Yonge Street; the Auroran, 75 Mary Street; and Flowers By Terry, 14799 Yonge Street.

Buttons will also be on sale during the Street Festival from various Chamber of Commerce members.
Advance sales give the purchaser the option of winning several prizes. Draw to be made June 1.

YONGE STREET
from Wellington to Murray Drive

SPONSORS FOR THE STREET FESTIVAL
• ACI - Aurora Cable Internet 

• Diamond Trim Classics in Aurora • GO Transit 
• Law Insurance Brokers Limited • Bell Canada

• York Region      

8th Annual 
DON’T MISS

• Art Show at Aurora Library 

▼

• YTV’s Interactive Display    

Graystones parking lot

▼

• GO Transit mini-trains

▼

• Classic Cars at Murray Drive

World’s 
Longest Street Festival

on the 

World’s Longest Street 

15005 Yonge Street 
Just south of Kennedy (M&M Meats Plaza) 

Phone (905) 727-7048   email: decoratingworks@aci.on.ca

Great     
Savings!

(thru May 31)

• IN-HOME
COLOUR
CONSULTATION

• COLOUR     
TESTERS    
AVAILABLE 
in any requested colour

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

PAINT SALE

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

MODEL BUILDERS
(AURORA) LIMITED 

59 INDUSTRIAL PKWY. S. AURORA
905-727-5661

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
BUILDERS AND RENOVATORS 

SINCE 1956 



AURORAN, Week of May 27, 2003 - 3

ARART SHOT SHOW W 
& SALE& SALE

at the

AURORA PUBLIC LIBRARY
15145 Yonge St.   Aurora

(a portion of all art sales will be donated to the library) 

Friday, May 30th 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
OPENING RECEPTION

Saturday, May 31st 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday, June 1st 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Don't forget to pick up a raffle ticket on
an original framed watercolour painting entitled

"The Blues"
donated by local artist Nancy Newman

All proceeds to go to the Aurora Public Library.

HELP US 
HELP
THE 

AURORA 
LIBRARY!

York Regional Police officers Andrew Quibell, left, and Phil Moreau, centre,
are joined by Police Chief Armand La barge during Aurora Optimists 
annual "Respect For Law Dinner" held last week at the Howard Johnson
Hotel. The two officers were honoured for their efforts in solving numerous
house break-ins in Aurora late last year. The Optimist event has been 
running annually for 18 years.                        Auroran photo by Ron Wallace

Optimists honour
two police officers
The Aurora Optimists hon-

oured the law last week.  
One of the club's many

projects is its annual
"Respect for Law" dinner
meeting, where they hon-
our a York Regional Police
officer.

This year, they found two
of them.

At the dinner Wednesday
at the Howard Johnson
Hotel, Inspector Greg
Saunders introduced
Detective Constable Phil
Moreau and Detective
Constable Andrew Quibell,
both selected for the hon-
our.
Both officers worked out of

#1 District Criminal
Investigation Branch.  

Late last year, Aurora
experienced a large num-
ber of residential break-ins.  

At first the entries
appeared to be random but
c l o s e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n
revealed some consistent
patterns. 

After receiving information
and a partial description of
two fleeing suspects from
day shift officers, Moreau
and Quibell started their
shift December 18.

Later that evening they
were in the vicinity of Yonge
Street and Murray Drive
investigating an unrelated
matter when they noticed a
dark coloured van being
driven by a person well
known to police.

The van was stopped and
the officers immediately
recognized the driver and

passenger. It was also
noted that both individuals
fitted the description given
by witnesses to earlier
break-ins.

Both were arrested and a
quantity of goods was
found in the van, later iden-
tified as stolen property.
As a result, several Aurora

break-ins between October
and December that year
were hung on the two cul-
prits.

Currently, both are in cus-
tody and will answer to 41
criminal charges including
22 counts of break and
enter, 12 counts of posses-
sion of stolen property, five
counts of breach of proba-
tion and two counts of auto
theft.

"These officers are just
two examples of the hard-
working and diligent offi-
cers employed by York
Regional Police who, day in
and day out, display the
work ethic and enthusiasm
which is paving the way for
York Regional Police to

become the benchmark of
excellence in policing,"
Saunders said.
He introduced the two offi-

cers to a standing ovation
from the audience.

Prior to the introduction of
the two officers, York
Regional Police Chief
Armand La barge, a police
officer of more than 30
years, provided a history of
the service since amalga-
mation of 14 police forces
with 194 officers into a
regional force in 1971,
which now numbers about
1,000.

He said that for its size,
York Region was one of the
safest communities in
Canada.

The Aurora Optimist Club
prides itself on being a
Friend of Youth. Some of its
many programs and spon-
sorships include a chess
tournament, Safety on
Wheels, formerly the Bike
Rodeo, minor ball, Aurora
girls hockey, and Youth
Soccerfest. 

Aurora will stand out
among 150 Canadian com-
munities when the first ever
Rick Hansen Wheels In
Motion event is held
Saturday, June 14th.  

While most communities
will have the activity orga-
nized by adults, Aurora's
event will be handled by
students.

Students at Dr. G.W.
Williams Secondary School
will co-ordinate the day's
activities which will include
participants being invited to
wheel along a designated
course on bicycles,
wheelchairs, inline skates
or scooters.

The concept is to raise
money from people on
wheels, which will help oth-
ers get off wheels, such a
wheelchairs.

Of course, if a participant
wishes to walk or jog, that
will be acceptable, too.
The Aurora event will start

at the high school at 8.30

the morning of Saturday
the 14th.

Pledge forms are avail-
able at the school and at
most Scotiabanks in the
area.

With the support of thou-
sands of volunteers and
s p o n s o r i n g p a r t n e r
Scotiabank, Rick Hansen is
focusing on accelerating
improvements to the quality
of life of people with spinal
cord injury. 

Fifty per cent of net pro-
ceeds will be used to sup-
port quality of life initiatives
in the community. The
other half will support
research, including finding
a cure. 

"We invite all of Aurora to
participate at the event,"
said Shawn Perry, the
teacher overseeing the stu-
dents.  "Our students are
very excited about support-
ing Canada's Man In
Motion, Rick Hansen and
helping people with spinal

cord injury. Rick has
inspired so many people
and we are proud that the
students of the Dr G.W.
Williams Secondary School
have generously come for-
ward to be a part of this
national initiative.  Most of
the organizers are graduat-
ing this year and they are
truly leaving a legacy."

Hansen has always
dreamed big.

As the only person to
have circled the world in a
wheelchair, he wheeled
40,000 kilometres on his
Man In Motion World Tour
(1985-87) through 34 coun-
tries, raising $24 million for
spinal cord injury.

Now, as founder of the
Rick Hansen Man In Motion
Foundation and CEO of the
Rick Hansen Institute, he
hopes his new dream will
touch all Canadians. 

For local event informa-
tion, call the school 905-
727-3131 

Williams' students run 
Rick’s Wheels in Motion

NOW OPEN
16003 Yonge Street

Aurora 905-713-6655
DRESS CODE • SMART CASUAL

Formal Dining Room 
offers a 

Continental Menu 
For Fine Dining 

Hours; Mon. - Fri. 11:30 - 10:30
Sat. dinner only 5:00 - 11:00

Red House Studio Lounge

Open Daily from 11:30 a.m. - 1 a.m.
with a lighter menu 

for lunches and dinners

On the Piano
Roger Whitnall Tues - Sat. 

Lisa Levy–vocalist  Thurs. - Sat. 
Together they make a beautiful Jazz Duet

• Specializing in decks & fencing 
• Professional Home Improvements & Renovations

Call for FREE ESTIMAT E
Tel: (905) 726-3735  Fax: (905) 726-9306

Serving Aurora & Area



Habitat for Humanity -
is history 

repeating itself?
Aurora Council made the same mistake,
From a lesson they should have learned;

The Habitat for Humanity experience,
Caused their fingers to get burned!

- Poor Richard's Scrapbook  

Government bodies are usually criticized for acting
too slowly, but sometimes they can get into trouble
for rushing into a project without going through the
normal process.
Aurora Council should have learned something after

getting their fingers burned over the Habitat for
Humanity fiasco in July last year.

Habitat for Humanity is a non-profit organization
that helps local families obtain homes to meet their
special needs at a mortgage they can afford.
After successfully building a home in Newmarket for

a family with handicapped children, the organization
looked to Aurora for a building site. 

Aurora resident and Habitat for Humanity volunteer
John Volpe approached the town for a suitable site.
After reviewing two possible town-owned sites, coun-
cil decided that the former hydro substation site on
Murray Drive was the most suitable location.

Commitments had already been made to provide
the site, when their plans fell apart. In order to
rezone the property, it was necessary to hold a pub-
lic planning meeting in accordance with the Planning
Act.

Normally, when a developer submits an application
for a rezoning, council holds a public planning meet-
ing to obtain comments from the public in support or
opposed to the proposed rezoning, before making a
decision.

In the Habitat for Humanity case, council put the
cart before the horse and it backfired. They approved
the location, then held the public meeting. Not only
that council had failed to go through the process of
declaring the town-owned land to be surplus. 

A large number of residents attended the planning
meeting to oppose the proposed rezoning. While
they agreed that the Habitat for Humanity program
was worthwhile, they argued the Murray Drive site
was not suitable.

They pointed out that the site was the only green
space in the area and was used as a child's play-
ground. Not only that but seniors used the two park
benches located on the property to rest on their way
home from shopping at the Aurora Shopping Centre.

As a result of widespread public opposition, council
voted to reject its own application and agreed to
seek another location for a Habitat home, which has-
n't been found to date.

After getting their fingers burned, you would think
they would have learned a lesson, but they could be
running into the same type of a problem, with the
potential rezoning of the former library and fire hall
site on Victoria Street.

Since December it was council's direction that the
Seniors would move from the old fire hall, where they
are currently located, into the main and upper floor of
the library following renovations, with the lower floor
to be used by other community groups.

For the past few months town staff has been nego-
tiating with a Seniors' steering committee and made
a strong sales pitch about a proposal to demolish the
two old buildings and construct a five-storey 30-unit
seniors’ apartment building, with the seniors’ centre
on the two bottom floors.

Staff even went so far as to engage a consultant to
carry out soil tests and an architect to prepare
detailed designs of the proposed project, without
authority of council, at least in public session, so
who authorized the payment?

There was a long and heated debate about the pros
and cons of the proposal especially as it related to
lack of parking, what happens in the meantime for
the Seniors, and other groups for the two-year peri-
od or longer and the cost.

There were no answers to any of the expressed
concerns and on a 5-4 vote council approved the
proposal in principle, subject to a further report on a
possible public/private partnership and funding.

No consideration was given to a rezoning to permit
residential use in an institutional zone, nor the
results of a public planning meeting.

It could be another Habitat for Humanity fiasco and
council only has itself to blame.
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Poor
Richard
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To the Editor:

As the end of the school
year approaches, I am
attaching two photos
(above) of the grad dance
which took place in 1948.
It is to be noted that Bobby

Gimby (Ca-Na-Da) and his
14-piece orchestra are set
up on the platform of the
Wells Street School
Auditorium (at the time,
Aurora and District High
School).

At that point, the intelligent
photographer (not me) got
up on the stage and took a
picture the other way.

I see Shirley Attridge,
Charley Williams, one of the
Rose girls, Bruce Underhill,
Ralph Rank, and many 
others.

Myself and my brother,
Frank, are almost faceless
at the back.

Gordon Lee
LaSalle, Que.

ED. NOTE: For those
who thought Bobby
Gimby's first trip to
Aurora was in 1969,
after he became famous
for his Ca-Na-Da song,
when the town began its
July first birthday fes-
tivities, the Lee letter
proves it just wasn't so.
Do you recognize any-
one else in the bottom
photo?

High school graduation dance
had celebrity-to-be performing

Relaxed water rules would help
To the editor, 
Spring has finally arrived and

many Aurorans are out tend-
ing to their lawns and gar-
dens.                                       

It is really nice to see how
many people have chosen
options other than pesticides
and dangerous herbicides to
control weed growth.                

So what is with the people
who still use pesticides?           

Do they not realize that they
are being criticized by most
and becoming social pariahs--
all in the effort to have the per-
fect lawn?  It really isn't fair.      

Many of us have stopped

using dangerous sprays and
have had to work harder to
have nice grass in an effort to
reduce everybody's cancer
risk, but these people just
keep on spraying with total
disregard to their neighbours.   

I recognize that it is almost
impossible to do so with the
Aurora water bans.                   

Maybe the Town of Aurora
should only apply water bans
to those who continue their
cavalier use of pesticides and
reward the homeowner who is
trying to keep a nice lawn with-
out using chemical sprays.       
Just to take this point further,

perhaps if all people in Aurora
were allowed to water their
lawns, pesticide use would
decline simply because peo-
ple would finally have the nice-
looking grass they so desire
and not need the sprays.          

This idealistic opinion could
actually work if the Town of
Aurora would stop slapping up
townhomes on every corner
and start spending our tax
money on infrastructure, such
as water supply...but that is a
whole other article, isn't it? 

Anne Allen
Aurora
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Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

Heidi did her bit
in arresting litter

First and foremost, let me acknowledge the encour-
agement of Heidi Schellhorn and express my thanks
to her for her personal involvement in the "Let's Make
Aurora Beautiful Day" held Saturday, May 3rd in vari-
ous locations in Aurora. 

Heidi is a runner who enjoys the trails and streets of
Aurora in pursuing her running activity and when she
saw remarks quoted by me in the media about how I
thought litter wasn't a major problem in Aurora she
was on the phone to me in a flash updating me on the
accumulation of litter that she and her running mates
noticed on many of our streets and trails.

In another life, Heidi is a Sergeant with the York
Regional Police force in the Hate Crimes unit.

On Saturday, May 3rd, Heidi and a number of her
colleagues from York Regional Police did a fantastic
job picking up litter along St. John's Sideroad and
Vandorf west of Bayview.

They were joined by a number of residents who
responded to a notice about "Let's Keep Aurora
Beautiful" that appeared in the media and a previous
column that was published in the Auroran.

My thanks to the Houston family who tackled litter at
Yonge and Industrial, to Jim Tree and sons who
picked up their bags and gloves and went to work, to
Ken Smith who worked the area of the Arboretum, to
Sue DiGiorcchino and her daughter who headed off
towards Temperance Street, Debra Wilson Smith and
the Aurora U-11 Girls Stingers plus parents who took
on the Sheppard's Bush parking lot and to the many
other litter picker uppers I saw at Salamander Pond,
the Henderson Woodlot and throughout Aurora.

Appreciation to Ken Lauppe of the Town's Works
Department for his efforts in attending several anti-lit-
ter meetings to help us to arrange this initiative and
to my Admin assistant Mary for the administration in
organizing this event.

Since May 3rd, I held a meeting of interested busi-
nesses, primarily fast food and convenience stores to
recruit them to become involved in a more conscious
effort to control litter.

I am pleased to report that MacDonald's
Restaurants, Mac's Convenience Stores and Tim
Horton's have already committed to participating in a
bigger campaign to help us to address litter.

Canadian Tire and Home Hardware are also very
supportive in supplying bags for us to use.   

Of course, I would appreciate the involvement of all
the other fast food and convenience stores in Aurora
and I would put out the challenge to them to become
involved by simply contacting me by phone or e-mail
as referenced at the end of this column.

Ideas discussed involved assigning each corporate
partner a time period to promote and organize an
anti-litter initiative in co-operation with the Town or
associated events that could then be put in calendar
form which could be advertised locally and through
the media for residents and community groups to par-
ticipate in.

We also spoke about working with these companies'
other franchises throughout the Region with the hope
of educating their clients by way of messages on
drinking cups or packaging as one way to educate
everyone.

In the longer term, I will be arranging another meet-
ing with these and any other companies who wish to
participate in such an initiative this Fall to map out
their commitment and course of action in time to bud-
get for implementation next year.

In the shorter term, Heidi, my champion in arresting
litter in Aurora, has offered to participate in another
litter pick up day on Saturday, June 21st and with that
in mind, my Administration Assistant is ready to take
your calls to make a commitment to help control litter
in our Town. 

We will supply gloves and garbage bags to those
who participate out of the Parks building on Scanlan
Court from 8:30-9:30 a.m. that day and we will pick
up your garbage bags full of litter when you are done.

We can suggest pick up areas or you can do areas
of your own choosing.

If we all take an interest, and a street, we can seri-
ously reduce the litter in our Town. 

* * * *  
If you see something in this column that you wish to

respond to, I welcome your comments, either through
the paper, to the Town Hall by mail - Box 1000,
Aurora, Ontario, L4G 6J1 or e-mail at
tjones@town.aurora.on.ca

Mayor’s Report
By Tim Jones 

Letters to the Editor

Senior Centre project
surprises this member

To the editor,

Despite having travelled
with 89 different members
of the Centre to Magog and
Ottawa within the last
month, I had not heard one
word about new ideas for
the next Senior Centre
location.

For months it was com-
mon knowledge that the old
library was to be renovated
for this purpose…or so
many of the members
thought.

I was dumbfounded when
I received a phone call
from a senior on the
evening of the 19th saying I
should attend a meeting at
the Town Hall on the 20th
where whole new ideas
were to be discussed.

It was a very revealing
meeting of the General
Committee meeting of the
Council where three alter-

natives for the next Senior
Centre were discussed at
length - at least the first two
alternatives were thorough-
ly discussed whereas the
third alternative - a site
somewhere other than
Victoria Street - was sum-
marily dismissed.

I am certain that the sec-
ond alternative - the NEW
idea of tearing down the
present centre and the old
library and erecting a five-
storey building including 30
apartments - will have
been written up elsewhere
in this paper so I don't have
to elaborate.

The presenters of this
idea did admit that parking
could be a problem as
there would have to be one
parking spot for each
apartment and parking for
members is already a slight
problem.

This, too, was dismissed

as not being insurmount-
able which brought to mind
the saying, "Apart from
that, Mrs. Lincoln, how did
you enjoy the theatre?"

At the end of the discus-
sion, the motion to consid-
er the second option (tear
down and rebuild) was
passed by a 5-4 vote and
this will find its way before
Council in due course.

I would STRONGLY SUG-
GEST that this matter not
be brought before Council
until a far more thorough
discussion has taken place
at the Senior Centre when
all the questions not
answered at the 20th meet-
ing have been answered
with some nitty-gritty back-
up and then a recorded
vote by every individual
member of the Senior
Centre who wishes to par-
ticipate is conducted and
the results of that vote be

tendered to the Council at
the same time as the
motion that was passed on
the 20th.

My vote would go to the
first alternative that the
Seniors move into the old
library forthwith (which
would give the Air Cadets
and Big Brothers offices in
the basement, not avail-
able in a new building) then
in the not too distant future
plans be started for a new
Senior building in front of
the Town Hall - where
apparently land was delib-
erately left for the very pur-
pose of future Town use
for, say, a library or senior
building, etc. - for say 10
years hence when the baby
boomers will be swelling
the numbers looking for a
Senior Centre.

Eileen Dinning
Aurora

"Road Ahead" platform going
in the wrong direction, he says
To the editor, 

The "Road Ahead" elec-
tion platform released by
the Ontario Conservative
Party last week, is a sharp
turn for Ontario and it is in
the wrong direction.

A key part of the "road
ahead" program will ban
strikes and any work-to-
rule campaigns carried out
by the school teachers in
the province. 
A ban on teachers' strikes,

however, will not improve
the quality of education. 

This right wing policy will
not get more textbooks in
the classroom, it will not
reduce the class sizes, it

will not get more special
ed. teachers into the class-
room, it will not get extra
curriculars back into our
public schools.

If anything, it will alienate
and lower the job morale of
the teachers even more
and cause some of the best
teachers to leave their pro-
fession.

Although the public does
not like any type of strike
action by labour in our soci-
ety, it is still a democratic
right for most workers in
our society.

So, unless fair agree-
ments can be made
between the two groups,
the school teachers will

lose their democratic
rights.

The "Road Ahead" policy
has been announced just
after the Tory government
has shown a series of TV
ads that state the province
has made great progress in
education.  

The government-funded
ads tell us that "the bar"
has been raised in educa-
tion and that Ontario stu-
dents are passing the stan-
dardized tests better than
students from other coun-
tries.  Well done, teachers!

The Tories, however,
seem to be in a "love-hate"
relationship with the teach-
ers now.  Teachers do not

appreciate nor like this type
of syndrome.

Never before, have there
been as many labour con-
flicts in education than dur-
ing the past Tory rule
(1995-2003).   Have you
ever really thought why this
conflict exists?

The "Road Ahead' pro-
gram only seems to lead to
a "dead end" for education.

It is time to put the brakes
on the Conservatives and
get the province back on
track.  Education is so
important to the future of
our society.

Jim Jackson
Aurora



BOUQUETS to nine-year-old Brooke Harrison for her cru-
sade to raise funds for the Leukemia Research
Fund of Canada. The Devins Drive student cre-
ated a cookbook named "Cookin' in Brooke's
Kitchen" featuring donated recipes with draw-

ings and cover art by Brooke. The book is on sale at R & R
Revisited on Mary Street.

BOUQUETS to Highland Chev Olds Cadillac for their dona-
tion of $60,000 to pay for a
new ice-resurfacing machine
in return for advertising
rights, but BRICKBATS to town staff for putting

the cart before the horse and arranging the cheque presen-
tation prior to council approving the purchase. Who runs the
town, council or staff?

BRICKBATS to members of council for abdicating their
responsibilities in negotiating agreements
with town organizations like Theatre
Aurora and the Aurora Seniors and allow-

ing staff to do all the negotiating and then bringing the report
and recommended policy to council. Negotiating is not just an
administrative matter, but policy setting and council members
should be involved as suggested by Councillor Nigel Kean.
Who runs the town?

BOUQUETS to the students of Devins Drive Public School
for raising more than $10,000 at a school concert
to purchase musical instruments for a band at
the school.  

BOUQUETS to Ted and Helen, Bill and Ann and Tely and
Cathy and all the Spasopoulos family and staff at
the Trio Restaurant for 33 years of friendly ser-
vice and good food. The Trio closed Saturday
and will be sadly missed.

BRICKBATS to the Eves Progressive Conservative govern-
ment for spending untold millions of dol-
lars of taxpayers' dollars to publish and
distribute a colour pamphlet titled

"Education Report" featuring his photograph and bragging
how the government was helping the kids learn and achieve
their full potential. Much better that the money be spent in the
classroom. 

BOUQUETS to the members of the Aurora Custom and
Classic Car Club for capping a successful sea-
son of cruising in the Canadian Tire parking lot
every Sunday with a successful food drive and a
cash donation of $500 to the Aurora Food

Pantry. The new summer season started this week.

BOUQUETS to Aurora's Melissa Gede-Crevelle, aged 10,
on being the first runner-up in the Verve maga-
zine Cover Competition. She was a winner in the
Flare Group Open Call Audition of Modelling and
Acting giving her the right to participate in the

Verve competition.

BRICKBATS to those at York Region for the draconian
smoking bylaw, which is having an
adverse impact on the economy and the
34 charities using the Aurora Bingo

Centre, which is closing over the restrictive bylaw. If tobacco
is the health evil they claim it to be, the government should
ban it. Until they do it's a legal product and people should
have the freedom of choice.

BOUQUETS to Mark McNichol for organizing the Magic Golf
Tournament and the participants for raising
funds for the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. Kim
Hinder, Seniors’ Coordinator, made a presenta-
tion to Mark at a recent council meeting. 

BOUQUETS to J.A.S. (Archie) Milne for his letter to the
Auroran about his experiences with the town try-
ing to get a readable receipt for payment of his
taxes. He brought it to the town's attention last
October and was promised action, but by April

the same equipment was still in use and he was told new
equipment would not be available until January 2004. Why?
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Like a good neighbour,
State Farm is there.

PETER VIRTANEN, CLU
220 Industrial Pkwy S. Unit 37 

(Across from Aurora Hydro) 
Aurora, ON

905-727-8400
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company * Canadian Head Office: Scarborough, Ontario 

By Dick Illingworth

Letters to the Editor

CRIMINAL
DEFENCE

BAIL

WILLS,
ESTATES

REAL
ESTATE

YOUNG 
OFFENDERS

Susan E. Tucker 
Lawyer & Notary Public

905 727-7775
FAMILY

LAW

ONUMENTS BY
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
29 Victoria Street, Aurora L4G 1R1 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Bouncers 
Mazes • Games 

Slides 

Leisure Activities 
905-898-0388
Newmarket, Ontario

“We are 
your party 
inflatable 

specialists!”

NEW
3-Course Set Menu 

Soup du Jour 
or

Caesar Salad 
or

Spring Greens 
or 

Steamed Mussels 

• 
Chef’s Pasta 

or
Top Sirloin Steak 

or
Supreme of Capon 

or
Grilled Atlantic Salmon 

•  
Chef’s Dessert
Coffee & Tea 

$19.95 + tax 
Available Mon., Tues. and Wed. 5:30 - 9:30 p.m.

Reservations Recommended 
905-727-8282

Fund is established
for mom hit on bike

To the editor, 

Recently, Marlene Lewis, a
crossing guard at Orchard
Heights and Hill Drive in
Aurora, was riding her bike
to work and was hit by vehi-
cle.

She was airlifted to
Sunnybrook where they dis-
covered she had sustained
numerous fractures and
injuries.  She will recover
from these injuries, howev-
er it will be an extremely
long road.

Word spread very quickly
throughout the community.
Parents and caregivers of
children who use the cross-
walk were horrified to hear
of the news and went into
action the following day.  

Parents of children that
use the crosswalk opened a
trust fund for Marlene
Lewis, at the TD Canada
Trust Bank, Branch 506

Account number: 6232227,
although you can deposit
into this account from any
branch.  The local Girl
Guides arranged for hot
meals for the family.  
After learning that goodwill

efforts had hit certain "road
blocks", Barb Blaser, a local
ReMax York Group Realty
agent and parent of three
children who use the cross-
walk, offered to set up a
food basket drop off at her
own home at 202 Orchard
Heights for one week, start-
ing Monday May 26.

Donations such as non-
perishable food items, juice,
pop; even personal or
household supplies would
be appreciated.  Barb is
also hoping that local busi-
nesses may be able to
donate gift certificates for
meals, taxi rides or other
helpful things.

Barb was aware there are

still two children at the
Lewis home and that the
family vehicle was in for
repairs.  She is hoping the
food drive and other helpful
donations will take a little
pressure off Ms. Lewis' hus-
band and family.

Lloyd's Auto Shop in
Aurora has offered to cover
the cost of some of the
repairs to the family vehicle,
although there will still be
some costs outstanding.  All
donations will be most

appreciated by the Lewis
family.

Many community parents
who are helping in the effort
believe that acting quickly
makes a difference too.

When a tragedy happens,
the community needs to pull
together to support one
another.  After all, it takes a
village to raise a child,
right?  

Name withheld
Aurora

Reader asks
NDP leader
for solution

Open Letter to Hon.
Howard Hampton, leader
of the New Democratic
Party

The Conservative
Government sold our 407
Highway, a cash cow at the
time and the new owners
made a golden stallion at
the expense of the citizens
of Ontario.

We now have the Aurora
Council making a gold stal-
lion out of our former Hydro
utility.  You are aware of the
creative financing and out-
rageous interest rates
charged to our citizens and
Eves' cap costing us hun-
dreds of thousands.    

Add to the above, the
appointed boards retainers
and per diems that add up

to $304 per hour while
attending two meetings a
month.

Council will certainly want
dividends from our 30 mil-
lion dollar utility after the
cap is off and our only sav-
ing grace is the second tax
bill can be paid in 12
installments on our hydro
bill.

Mr. Hampton, our former
hydro utility was owned by
our citizens and operated
by an elected commission
and responsible to the citi-
zens of Aurora.

Mr. Hampton, what would
your New Democratic Party
do to correct the deregula-
tion mistake? 

Norm Weller
Aurora 
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YORK GROUP REALTY INC.

Selling homes in Aurora 
for more than 10 years

Sean Herbinson
Sales Representative

905-727-1941
sherbinson@sympatico.ca

Earn FREE shoes! Join our Kid’s Shoe Club!

SHOES
Est. 1970

Experience the difference. At Omars, we stress the importance of fit and top
service for you and your children. Our store is highly recommended by the
medical profession for fitting orthotics and comfort shoes.

14800 Yonge Street
Aurora Shopping Centre (905) 727-9391

Happiness
is measured 
in FEET! 

DOMINICA

Trio closes its doors after 33 years' service
A tradition ended Saturday

night when the three
Spasopoulos brothers
closed the Trio Restaurant
on Yonge Street for the last
time after 33 years of
friendly service and good
food.

Several friends gathered
at the restaurant to official-
ly close the business.

Richmond Hill's loss was

Aurora's gain in 1970. The
three brothers, Tely, Bill
and Ted moved from their
"Three Coins" Restaurant
in Richmond Hill to their
much larger and newly ren-
ovated Trio Steak House in
Aurora. 

Previously, the building
housed the Cousins Dairy
Bar with a bowling alley on
the second floor.

In January, 1973, after
eight months of waiting, the
Trio finally received its
liquor license. The time had
come to peel away the tape
hiding the word "Tavern" on
the Trio sign. 

But it wasn't that simple
and will probably go down
in history as the longest
and most difficult official
opening in Aurora. The

tape had frozen and
refused to peel away.

After a 42-minute attack
with a knife, scraper, hot
water and finally a blow-
torch, the sign was bare for
all to see, and the bar was
officially open.
The event was handled by

then mayor Dick
Illingworth, who, frozen-fin-
gered, balanced himself

gingerly in a "cherry-picker"
truck, while newspaper
photographer Ron Wallace
stayed on the ground to
record the activities.

Both Wallace and
Illingworth were on hand
Saturday night - 33 years
later - to wish the brothers
well in the future.

From that official opening
in 1973, the brothers never
looked back. The banquet
hall in the former bowling
alley was converted into
offices. In 1981 they
acquired the building to the
north of the restaurant, the
former Bell Telephone
office and more recently a
dental office. It was rebuilt
and converted into offices.

They had previously
acquired the Elwood Davis
service station and license
bureau to the south of the
building and rebuilt it to
match the two-storey
restaurant.

At a time when almost
everyone believed Aurora's
downtown was dead, the

Spasopoulos brothers had
faith and put that faith into
action. Not only did they
operate the restaurant,
they were active in the
community and participated
in many community events.

The brothers have negoti-
ated with another Greek
trio, two brothers and a sis-
ter from Toronto, who will
operate a restaurant. The
facility will be closed for
renovations and will re-
open in approximately two
months, under a new
name.

Ted, Bill and Tely will
maintain office space on
the property to look after
their real estate affairs.

The closing of the Trio
ends a tradition in Aurora
where the password was
"Meet you at the Trio" and
the Spasopoulos brothers
and their wives Helen, Ann
and Cathy and staff mem-
bers Carol Pedersen,
Tammy Cox, Darren
Gardiner and Robert Field
will be missed.  

More than 30 years ago, Dick Illingworth, second from right, top photo, officially opened the tavern
section of the Trio Restaurant. Saturday night, he was on hand with the three Spasopoulos brothers
to officially close it. With him are Tely, left, Bill and Ted. In the bottom photo, hundreds of people made
reservations to enjoy the last meal prepared at the long-standing popular restaurant. 

Auroran photos by Ron Wallace
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AURORAN
RESTAURANT GUIDE

You could have this spotYou could have this spot

Call your sales rep at the Auroran to book your spot
in our monthly restaurant guide: 905-727-3300

Auroran 
Restaurant 

Guide

All roads 

lead to a 

great meal!
Call: 905-727-3300

14751 Yonge St.  (905) 727-0212

Street Festival
June 1st

Come by and see us at the

Street Festival
June 1st

Villa Cesere features northern Italian cuisine 
– a cross between French and Italian–

that combines special ingredients such as wines,
cognacs and calvados to enhance the flavours of 

traditional Italian dishes. 

Hours: Monday to Friday 11:30 a.m. 
to 10 p.m., Saturday 5 - 10 p.m. 

(Available Sunday for private parties.) 

W, Res, Major, Ban, Priv, Cat and TO  (with notice)

905-841-0433      St. Andrews Shopping Centre
2 Orchard Heights Blvd., Aurora

Join us for
Tom’s Annual

Lobster &
Seafood
Festival 

during the
month of June

Enjoy our summer lunch creations

49 North Lake Road, 
Oak Ridges, Ontario 
905-773-9329
OPEN FOR LUNCH

Tuesday - Friday 11:30 am - 2:30 pm 
DINNER

Tuesday - Sunday 5:00 pm - 10:00 pm

The Secret is out... 
Punzo’s Restaurant!

A 50-seat intimate restaurant with exceptional 
downtown flair cuisine and an uptown location. Lisa
Van De Ven of the Post City Magazine writes,
“There are restaurants that make you feel like
you’ve entered a person’s home–where food,
atmosphere, and service are combined to create a
welcoming ambience more common in a good
friend’s house than a restaurant. Punzo’s is just
such a restaurant.”

N

Restaurant & Catering

BLOOMINGTON RD.

Y
O

N
G

E
S

T.

KING RD.

NORTH LAKE RD

STOUFFVILLE RD.

OAK RIDGES

AURORA

Punzo’s

WE CATER TO ALL FUNCTIONS

THE PURE PIZZA COMPANY 
MORE THAN JUST PIZZA
Pasta (with a variety of sauces) 
• Soups • Salads • Kids menu

“Where the flavour begins”

WE CATER TO ALL FUNCTIONS
(up to 20% off for large caterings)

A different dish featured every day  including: 
Pork & Beef Tenderloin  •  Sole & Salmon Fish Dishes

“Where the flavour begins”

North of Wellington in the Sobey’s/Zellers Plaza

Giving you the pure
taste of Northern Italy
Giving you the pure

taste of Northern Italy

$1.50
99cHamburgers 

Hot dogs 
T-Shirt
(First 200 customers)

FREEFREE
Enter our 

DRAW 
for a 

BIG SCREEN TV 
Draw to be held in June

Prices noted are subject to taxes and gratuities      •      Call 905-727-1312 for more great upcoming shows

Father’s Day Brunch
Sunday, June 15, 2003 

10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

$19.95 per adult, 
$15.95 children 4-12 years, 
under 4 yrs with our compliments,

seniors 60 + 25% discount

The Buffet will include 
Belgium waffles, Omelet Station, 

Sausage, bacon, Carved Prime Rib of Beef, 
BBQ Chicken, Lasagna, salad, extensive array 

of decadent desserts and much more!

15520 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario     
905-727-1312 or stay@hojoaurora.com   

The Queen Elizabeth 
Dinner Theatre presents: 

The Foursome
A great comedy - it is a story told on the 

18 tees of a golf course about 4 old school 
chums together at a 15-year reunion 

sharing their success and failures 

One date only-Sunday  
June 15, 2003 

4:00 pm - doors open 
4:30 pm - Extensive dinner buffet 

6:30 pm - show starts 

The Queen Elizabeth 
Dinner Theatre presents: 

The Foursome
A great comedy - it is a story told on the 

18 tees of a golf course about 4 old school 
chums together at a 15-year reunion 

sharing their success and failures 

One date only-Sunday  
June 15, 2003 

4:00 pm - doors open 
4:30 pm - Extensive dinner buffet 

6:30 pm - show starts 

$39.95 adult 
$24.95 under 15 years 

$25.00 Show Only 

$39.95 adult 
$24.95 under 15 years 

$25.00 Show Only 

WIN
a 

Round of Golf 
for Two 
at one 

of the Area’s 
golf courses

WIN
a 

Round of Golf 
for Two 
at one 

of the Area’s 
golf courses

OPEN EVERY DAY AT 7 A.M.

BIG
FAT GR  KM M

Buffet
ALL YOU CAN EAALL YOU CAN EATT

Every Wednesday 
from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

$$99..9595
14845 Yonge St. - 905-841-1807

Punzo’s Restaurant
49 North Lake Road, 
Oak Ridges, Ontario 

905-773-9329
OPEN FOR LUNCH

Tuesday-Friday 11:30 am - 2:30 pm
DINNER

Tuesday - Sunday 5:00 pm - 10:00 pm 

Please come in and join
us for dinner, present
this coupon and receive
a c o m p l i m e n t a r y
dessert with the 
purchase of any entrée. 
Looking forward to seeing you soon!

Roberto and Susan Punzo
For reservations call: 905-773-9329

Offer expires June 30, 2003

Italian Restaurant 

Open:
Tues. - Sun.

from 5:30
15150 Yonge
St., Aurora

(across from the Library)

905-751-0986

on Yonge

We are two years old this month!

THANK YOU 

AURORA 
for all your support.

We look forward to serving 

you for many years to come!

 

 

Sunday June 15th 

Fathers Day 

 Dining from 5 - 10 pm 

Treat Dad to the 

“Big Steak Dinner” 

Live music 

on the patio 

from 1-4 pm 

905-727-8282 

Charles 

Draw every 
Wed. Buffet
for FREE

bottle of Windex
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SPORTS
“homesurfing”@www.donfarnum.com

ASSOCIATE BROKER

...17 years of 
award-winning

results!

call today: 
(905) 727-3154

9 0 5 - 7 2 7 - 9 4 4 4

FRANK METEBRUCE CHAPPELL
For all of your vehicle needs, new and used

No Magic 
No Pills 

No Machines 

Just You 
You. Better ™.

Health Energy & Renewal Solutions

www.hersolutions.ca       905-726-9467
St. Andrew’s Shopping Centre, 2 Orchard Heights Blvd. Unit 25, Aurora

In conjunction with Watson’s Family Karate School

Deep down we all know it. There is no magic potion or magic
wand that will make us fit and trim. We know that if you cre-
ate tasks for your body, it will develop the appropriate muscle
groups to make those tasks easier and burn calories in the
process. But where do you start? The last thing you want is
to walk into a gym full of machines that look like instruments
of torture. You are not there to learn about the gym’s
machines. You want to learn about your own machine, and
make it work better and more efficiently, and look great.

A fitter, trimmer, healthier you.

Jaguar Gymnastics

Parent and tot classes, recreational, special needs program,
pre-competitive, competitive, adult programs, 

and birthday parties. 
6 Vata Court, Unit 6 & 7 (off Edward) 2 blocks east of Yonge, AURORA905 841 7598

• Parent & Tot
• Recreational &   
Competitive

• Birthday Parties

NOW TAKING 
REGISTRATIONS 

FOR SUMMER CLASSES

SUMMER 
CAMPS 

Winners in the second annual Forever Fitness body challenge recently included, left to right, Nellie
Sucee, Karen Kellett, Nadina Caplice, Jennifer Robertson, Alex McCombs, Kevin Allen and Stephen
Marshall.                                                                                               Auroran photo by Naomi Tobin

The traditional location of
the Aurora Highlands club-
house is about to change if
its new owner, Club Link
Corporation, has its way.

Louise Foster, Club Link
planner, made a presenta-
tion to the general commit-
tee of council last week
about future plans for the
course, and it included a
new clubhouse site.

The structure would be
built just east of Bathurst
Street near Highland Gate
and Timberline Trail. 

Holes would be renum-
bered to accommodate the
new two-storey clubhouse.

In addition, she said the
course would become pri-
vate and corporate tourna-
ments would be discontin-
ued.

She told committee mem-
bers that meetings had
been held with adjacent res-
idents to outline the propos-

al to them, as the clubhouse
was designed to fit into the
neighbourhood.

Due to the narrow fair-
ways, it is also planned to
carry out extensive land-
scaping to protect the adja-
cent properties from errant
golf balls.

Foster also advised com-
mittee members that corpo-
rate planners were working
with town staff in preparing
a site plan, which would be
submitted to council in the
coming months.

Councillor Nigel Kean said
many citizens of Aurora will
regret the decision to
change the course from
public to private, due to the
expense of  joining a private
club.

Foster replied that Club
Link's Rolling Hills course,
in Whitchurch-Stouffville
would remain public.

Club Link purchased the

Highlands clubhouse
may move to the west

The 2003 edition of the
Mosquito "A" Aurora Jays
opened their season last
week, splitting two games.

In Vaughan, they lost 11-
6, but bounced back to
double the score 14-7 over
rival Newmarket in
Aurora's home opener.   

Aurora got solid pitching
from Andrew Larter,
Connor Murray, Eric
Seguin, Mark and Matthew
LaRiviere and Derek
Tsang.

New pitchers Christopher
Leslie and Andrew Seguin
were also impressive in

their mound debuts.
Larter, Tsang, Eric Seguin

and Ryan Laird have led
the way on offense collect-
ing multiple hits and RBI's.

Speedsters Austin Bryan
and Scott Tonello are
always a threat to steal
and have provided solid
defense up the middle with
the steady leadership of
Hayden Sands at second
base.
The team usually plays its

home games Tuesday
evenings at 7 p.m. at the
Town Park (Metcalfe and
Wells Streets).      

Mosquito 'A' Jays
dump rivals 14-7

Squirt Diggers split
games to win bronze

The Aurora Squirt Diggers
just completed their first
tournament of the year in
Halton Hills. 

Playing in Tier 2 division
the girls came away with a
bronze medal with two wins
and two losses.                    

The first game saw Aurora
lose 23-3 to the eventual
g o l d  m e d a l  w i n n e r s
Stratford.             

Scoring for Aurora in that
game were Sam Galati,
Marisa Raso and Lauren
Renaud.          

Aurora bounced back in
game two with a convincing
10-0 win over Mississauga.   

Lauren Renaud pitched the
shutout with strong defensive
plays being made throughout
the game. A rally ending dou-
ble play by Alex Baker and
Kathryn Barrett in the fifth
inning kept the Mississauga
team off the scoreboard as
Aurora led 3-0.
Kathryn Barrett led the way

with three singles, Gabriela

Chan and Lauren Renaud
had two each and Holly
Robson added one.             

The third game wasn't as
pleasant as the locals fell to
Oakville 15-5.                      

Alex Baker had two hits
with singles going to Megan
C l e m e n s t o n , K a t h r y n
Barrett and Gabriela Chan.   
Meagan Eveleigh pitched a

strong game for the Aurora
side.                                   

In the final game Aurora
defeated Leaside 8-6.
Aurora led 4-3 until the bot-
tom on the fourth inning
when the Diggers added
four runs.                            

Lauren Renaud faced 103
batters striking out 25 in
three games while Meagan
Eveleigh faced 29 batters
striking out four in one
game.                                 

Tournament game MVP
awards went to Lauren
Renau, Lauren Bellefeuille,
Alex Baker and Holly
Robson.

OAK HILL TRAVEL LTD
for a journey beyond your expectations

13130 Yonge St., Oak Ridges
South of Bloomington (across from McDonalds) 

905-773-3555

KIDS UNDER 16

FLY FREE
to or from

VANCOUVER
Valid For Summer Travel 

June 27 - Sept 7/03

CALL
NOW

Must be booked
by June 3

terms and conditions apply

Sell Your Home
without an Agent!

visit: 
www.SellWithNoRealtor.com

ReMax Omega Realty (1988) Ltd.

Highlands golf club proper-
ty consisting of a clubhouse
and two 18-hole courses at
an auction sale for $6.9 mil-
lion in November 1997, as
the club was in receiver-
ship.

A public meeting was held
in April, 1998, by Club Link
to display plans for the
reconstruction of the former
Aurora Highlands course.

After a long April council
meeting members referred
the proposal to a May meet-
ing for further consultation.

The delay resulted in Club
Link officials announcing
the cancellation of recon-
struction plans.
Following demolition of the

clubhouse in September
1998, the corporation sub-
mitted a proposal for a
seven-storey, 184-unit

retirement home with a
clubhouse as part of the
ground floor.

At a public planning meet-
ing in October, 2001, con-
cern was raised about the
density of the proposal and
the traffic problems that
would be created in the Golf
Links Drive/Yonge Street
area.
Because of the opposition,

the property was trans-
ferred to Sunrise Assisted
Living in April, 2002. 

A revised application was
made for a four-storey, 78-
unit retirement home with
the clubhouse as a sepa-
rate building.

However, that plan went
by the wayside, prompting
the relocation of the club-
house to the west side of
the course.
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Alternative
Investment Strategies

Tired of the low yields on bonds and the gut wrenching
volatility of equities? Let me help you explore 
compelling alternative investment strategies. 

Would you like to: 
✓ Take advantage of capital losses and reallocate your capital? 
✓ Earn a higher rate of return while protecting your principal? 
✓Reduce your exposure to market risk? 
✓ Protect your capital against inflation? 

Call me now to learn more about these and other 
exciting investment opportunities. 

Robert W. Parypa
Investment Advisor
Financial Planner
BMO-Nesbitt Burns

Newmarket, ON

(905) 830-4305

Products you can
relate to, 

solutions you’ve 
waited for!  

Herbal Solutions to
help you with: 

weight control

arthritic pain  

sexual drive 

low immune system 

smoking addiction

nightly snoring

strength training 

body cleanses

14799 Yonge St., Unit 7 Aurora 
905-751-1676

Mon. - Fri. 9 - 7, Sat. 9 - 4

Brian North receives the gavel from Jane Murray
last week as the presidency of the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce changed hands. North,
who was chairman of the annual street festival
last year, assumes the presidential reins of the
huge Chamber for a 12-month period. Murray will
serve on the executive as immediate past presi-
dent. Several new directors were also sworn in at
the luncheon meeting held last week at Tuscany
Banquet Hall on Edward Street. 

Auroran photo by Ron Wallace

Traditionally the May meet-
ing of the Aurora Chamber
of Commerce is the annual
election and inauguration of
officers and directors by the
mayor of Aurora and for the
mayor to deliver his annual
"State of the Town" address.  

This year was no excep-
tion.

Chamber members met at
the Tuscany Banquet
Centre Wednesday, and
heard a nominating commit-
tee recommend a slate of
officers.

Without opposition from
the floor, the slate was
declared elected.
Brian North is the incoming

president with Patty
Davidson as first vice-presi-
dent and Stephen Forsey as
second vice-president. Jane
Murray is past-president.
Greg Short is treasurer and
Jane Thompson, secretary.

Directors include Tim
Boissinot, Kimberley Kerr,
Sharon Cu lver,  Vern
C u n n i n g h a m , B r u c e
Johnson, Dr. Janice
McMinn, Marilyn Redvers
and Kathy van Nostrand.

Following the inaugural
conducted by Mayor Jones,
he delivered the traditional
address.

Jones provided a brief
update on the year's high-
lights including the merger
of the Aurora and
N e w m a r k e t F i r e
Departments into the
Central York Fire Services
and being recognized by the
Association of Municipalities
with the presentation of the
Peter Marshall Award for
Innovation.

Another highlight was
being recognized by the
Ontario Chapter of the
American Public Works
Association for the trench-

less process used and the
efficient program adminis-
tration for a $4.1 million san-
itary sewer lateral rehabilita-
tion and replacement pro-
gram.

Other achievements
included the completion of a
Mas te r Transpor ta t ion
Study, 10-year road recon-
struction program, progress
on the creation of an urban
wildlife management plan
and park area, and comple-
tion of a major section of the
town's trail system.

He also listed projects car-
ried out in partnership with
the Chamber of Commerce
including the construction of
the new Chamber building,
the Business Achievement
Awards, Aurora Business
Ambassadors and the
Annual Street Festival. 

He pointed out that during
the next 12 months the town
will see a Home Depot and
L o b l a w s o n  B a y v i e w
Avenue and see the start of
the State Farm develop-
ment on Highway 404, as
well as the development of
the town-owned property on
Leslie Street.  

Brian North named
Chamber president

Committee endorses
new leash-free park

Last month, Rob Schuetze
of the "Bark Park" volunteer
committee made a presen-
tation to the town's general
committee proposing a dog
leash-free park on town-
owned lands on the east
side of the Industrial
Parkway, south of the St.
John's Sideroad.

Town staff reported on his
proposal last week and the
committee endorsed the
park proposal.
The location is within a 30-

acre open space that con-
tains a branch of the
Holland River that is part of
the town's trail system. The

Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority has
no objection to the pro-
posed use.
Parking is a major issue as

it is restricted on Industrial
Parkway.

However, money from the
development charge
reserve may be used for the
construction of a 40-space
parking lot and soccer field
near the park site.

It is proposed the parking
lot project be moved ahead
to accommodate the leash-
free park and the soccer
field when it is constructed
in 2004.

It was pointed out that the
volunteer committee had
been successful in obtain-
ing significant funding for
the park from the Aurora
Animal Clinic, who will cover
the capital start-up costs
including fencing as well as
the maintenance costs for
the first year.

Committee members
endorsed the creation of the
park and directed staff to
enter into an agreement
with the volunteers on con-
dition the committee pro-
vides the appropriate insur-
ance.

It was also agreed that

upon execution of the
agreement council approve
the transfer of $50,000 to
permit the construction of
the parking lot in 2003.

Committee rejects
Henderson bike lane

Some time ago Aurora
Council adopted a policy
that when town roads were
being reconstructed a bicy-
cle path should be included
to attract bikers and get
people out of their cars for
short trips.
When the reconstruction of

Henderson Drive was pro-
posed, the Traffic Safety
Advisory Board recom-
mended the inclusion of a
bicycle path on the road-

way, as a means of narrow-
ing the roadway in an
attempt to reduce speeding.

At last week's general
committee meeting staff
presented a report including
several options for bicycle
paths ranging in cost up to
$317,000. 

In spite of arguments by
Councillor David Griffith that
the policy be upheld, other
c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s
expressed concerns about

the cost and lack of infor-
mation about how many
people might use the path.

The committee selected
the do-nothing option.

Fair combines 2 schools
The latest fad in the

neighourhood these days
is the Spring Fair at local
schools.

Some have been held
but one planned this
weekend is a two-school
combination.

George Street Public
School and Aurora
Senior Public School will
team up with a fair at the
George Street location
this Saturday, May 31,

from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Proceeds from the

event will go toward
improving the play-
ground at Aurora Senior
Public School.

Included in the event
will be raffle baskets,
games, races, bake sale,
used books and face
painting. 

The Aurora Lions Club
will handle the sale of
refreshments.

Minor ball
The Aurora Minor Ball

Association has its 2003
summer schedule in
action, as teams slowly
returned to the diamonds
last week.

In rookie baseball, the
Aurora Jays won their
home opener doubling the
Newmarket Technocics
14-7.

In Mosquito baseball, Dr.
Orschel's Drillers also
started their season off
with a victory over
Newmarket 1, 12-4 but
then lost 20-5 to the
Newmarket 3 team a day
later.

Thursday, Newmarket 4
dumped Aurora Cable
Internet 13-3.

Also on Thursday, in
Bantam baseball Aurora
Home Hardware started
with a close game but
came out on the short end
against Bradford 17-15.

In Aurora Men's
Slowpitch League, the
locals lost to Bradford 4-1. 

Skating Results
The following Aurora Skating

Club members competed at
S p r i n g s k a t e  i n  Va u g h a n
recently.

Following is a list of their
results.

Emma Hayzelden and Tavish
Armstrong - Juvenile
Compulsory Dance, 2nd.

Tavish Armstrong - Juvenile
Mens Freeskate, 5th.

Lauren Cooper - Pre-Novice
Ladies Long, 6th.

Cassandre VanBakel - Pre-
Novice Ladies Short, 8th; Pre-
Novice Ladies Long, 3rd.

Taylor Jenkins - Novice
Ladies Short, 8th; Novice
Ladies Free, 7th.
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Canada Day Parade

SIDEWSIDEWALKALK
PPPPaaaaiiiinnnnttttiiiinnnngggg    CCCCoooonnnntttteeeesssstttt

9:30 am - 10:30 pm

We will supply:

• Chalk 
• Water Bottle
• Cdn. Flag

Supported by: 
Ontario Trillium Foundation • Bell Canada  • Balloonacy  • Show Kids You Care
• Our Lady of Grace Child Care (Aurora) Inc. • Culligan - Ron Buttler • Artslink 

July 1st
All families and community groups 

welcome to participate 
* $2 donation appreciated 

• Chalk, water bottle and Cdn. flag will be provided 
• Judges will award prizes for best sidewalk painting

on Yonge Street between Mosley & Kennedy Streets

JJUULLYY 11SSTT

Name____________________

Address__________________

Telephone________________

Canada Day Parade Sidewalk Painting Contest

Each entry entitles you to two 4' Concrete Slabs. 
Mail to: INFO AURORA 100 John West Way, Aurora. L4G 6J1

or call Info Aurora: 905-727-8214

✄

Name____________________

Address__________________

Telephone________________

Canada Day Parade Sidewalk Painting Contest

Each entry entitles you to two 4' Concrete Slabs. 
Mail to: INFO AURORA 100 John West Way, Aurora. L4G 6J1

or call Info Aurora: 905-727-8214

✄

Coming Aug. 16th
Aurora Children’s & Youth Fair 

at the Town Park

“Showcasing our community 
and our talents”
• Young Musicians, 

• Juried Art Show for Young Artists 
(Graphics, Photography, 
Fine Art and Fabric Arts)

• Elite Young Athletes 
• Science Experiments

(must be 13 years of age to enter) 

These events 
proudly sponsored by

AURORA FAMILY CONNECTIONS

and its divisions

• INFO AURORA

905-727-8214 

• AURORA VOLUNTEER CENTRE

905-727-3123 ext. 103

REGISTER
Early

HERE’S HOW TO REGISTER

Prizes
for best entries
Family & Group

Prizes
for best entries
Family & Group

Food

Contests Games

It's hard to believe with the membership and activities of
the Aurora Chamber of Commerce today, that a former
Chamber folded in the 1960s for lack of interest.
It was in March, 1969, when Earl Stewart organized a lun-

cheon and 51 people representing a cross-section of indus-
trial, commercial and professional interests attended.

They were unanimous in their support for re-establishing
the Chamber, and it has never look back since.

AURORA LANDS GOVERNMENT OFFICE

There was considerable concern back in 1952 when an
OPP office was moved from Aurora to Newmarket and later
to Vandorf, but Aurora got its own back in January, 1979,
when the Ministry of Community and Social Services
moved its field office from Newmarket to Aurora.

The new Aurora office employed 15 full-time staff and six
part-time.
The number of employees was expected to increase in the

near future with the integration of the children's services in
the field offices.
Prior to the move the only government office in Aurora was

the Ministry of Transportation, which had a driver examina-
tion centre on Yonge Street opposite the old arena site.

GETTING A HOLE-IN-ONE

After a long and illustrious golfing career, Keith Nisbet, a
former Mayor of Aurora and owner of the Westview Golf
Club after selling the Aurora Highlands, scored his first
hole-in-one on the 150-yard 8th hole of the Homestead
Nine in November, 1973.

Don Bassett and Ted Fry witnessed his five-iron shot.  
The following year the late Jim Emmons of Aurora scored

an ace on the 7th 215-yard hole using a four-iron.
It was the dream of a lifetime, but it didn't rattle the happy-

go-lucky Emmons, as he went on to par the next two holes.

HYDRO PROBLEMS OF THE PAST

It was in November, 1969, when Ontario Hydro
announced plans for a high voltage transmission line

through King Township to link Bruce, Nanticoke and
Pickering generating stations with a proposed 200-acre
transmission site south of Mulock Road, between Bayview
and Leslie. 

There was considerable opposition to the proposal from
residents of the area.

In July, 1973, the meeting room of the Aurora Highlands
Golf and Country Club was jammed to capacity as resi-
dents expressed their opposition to the line and proposed
that it be built in the Parkway Belt.
Obviously the opposition and petition after petition worked

as in July, 1984, then Energy Minister Darcy McKeough
announced the line would be built in the Parkway Belt,
which only goes to prove that citizen power can work.

DUCK CROSSING REJECTED

In June, 1990, Aurora Council received a request from
residents of Brookland Avenue to erect "Caution - Duck
Crossing" signs on Brookland to protect the ducks cross-
ing the roadway from one pond to another.

Council rejected the request on the basis that it would
set a precedent and council would receive similar
requests from other areas of the town.

Mayor John West said the problem stemmed from the
ducks being overweight due to people feeding them
causing them to waddle slowly across the road.

AURORA CONCERNED ABOUT NATIONAL DEBT

In January, 1979, Aurora Council expressed concern to
federal officials including Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau
about the $8.56 billion deficit the government had accu-
mulated during 1978.

Council objected to the federal government's over-
spending and deficit financing.

Council also opposed York Regional borrowing of
almost $3 million to help four municipalities pay for
required infrastructure projects.

It noted that when the loan would be fully repaid in
1993, more than $2.6 million would be paid in 
interest charges.                                                  

AURORA GROCER PLANNED ART FESTIVAL

Robert Marten, food retailer-cum real estate owner, decid-
ed to become a patron of the arts in January, 1970.

He came to the Aurora area from Montreal in 1950 and
became manager of the vegetable department of the IGA
store for several years. 
Bob Marten, as he was known in Aurora, also operated his

own fruit store near Yonge and Wellington Streets for a
short period.

He worked a small investment in an Aurora house into a
real estate empire in which he had almost 300 rental units
in Aurora, Newmarket and other municipalities.

During 1969, he paid $450,000 for the former Vincent
Massey mansion, Batterwood, near Port Hope. Marten
described the 300-acre property as the most beautiful
estate in Canada. The 25-room home with 19 bedrooms
had been used by the former Governor General for enter-
taining.

The grounds contained a 350-seat theatre built by Mr.
Massey for summer theatre purposes.

Marten planned to develop the property for a series of
annual "Festival of the Arts" including dance, drama and
music, summer theatre, band concerts, folk festival, sum-
mer school and a community park

If his dreams became a reality, it must have been a well-
kept secret because little was heard of Bob Marten or his
Festival of the Arts. 

Rumours & Rumblings

Italian Restaurant

Purchase any dinner entrée at reg. price & receive another
dinnerentrée of equal or lesser value for FREE

15150 Yonge St., Aurora 
(across from the Aurora Library)(905) 751-0986  

FFFF RRRR EEEE EEEE
DINNER ENTREE

Open Tuesday thru Sunday from 5:30

on Yonge

Maximum value $20.00. Valid towards dinner. Dine in only. Not valid
on Friday or Saturday, holidays or special dates. Valid only with this ad. 

* Expires June 8/03

Imagine the Chamber folding. Well, it did…
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mixer@aci.on.ca
905-841-6877

Appointments Available Evenings & Weekends

Computers Cameras

Printers Scanners

Modems Networks

Software &

Hardware

Upgrades

Service Solutions

Sales Resolutions

Troubleshooting

& Training

for York

Region

Providing Solutions & Remote Possibilities

Ted Arsovsky
the

MODEM
MIXER

C A L L T O B O O K

O N - S I T E
A S S E S S M E N T

FREE

• Lessons • Training • Leasing • Sales• Lessons for the beginner to the      advanced rider on safe school horses & ponies •  Training for the Trillium, “A” circuit, Hunter & Jumper and 3-day. • 60 x 170 indoor area 
• 2 outdoor jumper rings

3125 Vandorf Sdrd., Gormley 
(10 MINUTES EAST OF AURORA, AT WARDEN)

(905) 888-RIDE (7433)
Home of the Eglinton Pony Club

www.kingequestrianclub.com  •  Email: king.equestrian@sympatico.ca

REGISTER NOW
FOR SUMMER DAY CAMP!

Water Softening, Purification,
Filtration & Sterilization Units 

Tel: (905) 727-6401 8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

The Fling was great, but
the Spring was missing.
Overcast, chilly weath-
er, however, failed to
keep the second annual
Aurora Grove Public
School fair from being
an overwhelming suc-
cess and more than
1,200 people passed
through the doors dur-
ing last Saturday's
event. The presence of
former Toronto Maple
Leaf goaltender Johnny
Bower didn't hurt either,
as the venerable icon
drew numerous fans
who brought sweaters,
pucks and sticks to be
autographed. While
some events were
moved indoors, all
activities did take place
and the event was
declared a success.
Starting at right, and
moving counter-clock-
wise, photos include
two-year-old Mason
Brown lining up the ball
in the hoop toss; vol-
unteer Denise Williams
handling the face paint-
ing booth; Stephen
Wolf, enjoying the after-
math of a pie eating
contest; mom Niki and
y o u n g P a i g e
Cadenhead at the arts
and crafts booth; the
school's gymnasium
which housed many of
the activities forced
inside due to the weath-
er; and finally, one of
the best goaltenders in
the National Hockey
League, Johnny Bower
signing a sweater for
Daniel Howie of Aurora.
Bower, who began his
playing career prior to
the invention of the
goalie face mask, said
he wore a mask in his
later days, but didn't like
it because "I couldn't
see". Known officially
as the Spring Fling for
Literacy, the event's
proceeds will go to the
purchase of new books
for the school's library.
Total amount of money
raised was not known at
press time. 

At Aurora Grove Public School

Second Spring Fling a success

Auroran photos
by

Naomi Tobin
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Get your order in early
Call: 905-727-3300

R&R Revisited
75 MARY ST. UNIT 3 AURORA 

COMING 
JUNE 21ST!

Watson’s Family 
Karate School

40 Engelhard Dr., Unit #9
Aurora 905-727-7144

TRIAL PROGRAM

www.watsonsfami lykarate.com

PARTNERED WITH H.E.R.S. FITNESS  (905)726-9467

AURORA’S BUSINESS 
SERVICE CENTRE

• Digital Colour 

• Courier Service 

• Laminating & Binding 

• Fax Service

• We print brochures, flyers etc.

14845 Yonge St. Unit 6
Aurora

905-713-1632
Fax: 905-713-1633

mbe73@mbe.ca

Find Out What your 
Home is Worth On-Line

visit: 

www.QuickOnlineEvaluation.com
ReMax Omega Realty (1988) Ltd.

steering committee sup-
ported the concept, as it
provided them with more
room and kept them in the
downtown area, even
though parking was a prob-
lem, which he said would
be an issue no matter what
action was taken.

He presented three
options in his report. One
was to proceed with the
original plan to restore and
renovate the former library
as approved in the 2003
capital budget; another to
further investigate the
option to replace the exist-
ing buildings with a new
facility and a third to consid-
er alternative locations for a
new Seniors' Centre.

Councillor Ron Wallace
asked what would happen
to the seniors during the 24-
month planning and con-

struction period and was
told that some space might
be found in buildings on the
Industrial Parkway.

Actual locations, however,
were not revealed.

Questions were asked
about the estimated cost
and what plans were being
made to overcome the
parking problems. Downey
replied that plans had not
developed to that stage.

Charles Sequeira spoke
on behalf of the Seniors'
steering committee and
noted the standing room
only group of seniors at the
meeting to hear the discus-
sion.

He referred to the propos-
al as providing adequate
space and future needs,
the suitability of interim
accommodation during the
period of construction and
fundraising activities, but

expressed concern about
tenancy and parking. 

He requested that the
lines of communication be
kept open with the seniors
as plans progressed. 

Deborah Wilson appeared
on behalf of Big Brothers of
York, who were located in
the Church Street School
and currently on the bottom
floor of the old library. 
She said Big Brothers was

content to stay where it is.
Linda Kenny appeared

before the committee to
speak on behalf of 140
Aurora Air Cadet Squadron
who were located in the
basement of the Church
Street School. 

She stressed the need for
a permanent location for
the squadron and asked
council to consider space in
the old library or the vacat-
ed seniors’ centre.

West recommended the
committee approve the
demolition and redevelop-
ment option, which was
seconded by Mayor Tim
Jones.

West pointed out that the
original proposal provided
only 10,000 square feet for
the seniors whereas the
revised proposal provided
14,000 square feet, plus 30
apartments.

Councillors George
Timpson and David Griffith
noted a decision wasn't
being made at the meeting,
merely approval to direct
staff to further investigate
the revised option and
report back.
Councillors Damir Vrancic,

Nigel Kean, Ron Wallace
and Evelyn MacEachern
opposed the option to con-
struct a new building. 

Vrancic said he was skep-

Senior Centre proposal comes as surprise
From page 1 tical about the revised

option, especially the com-
mitment that the seniors
would be back in their cen-
tre within 24 months. 
He pointed out it had taken

five years to plan and build
the new library and the
commitment to move the
seniors into the old library
was made 22 months ago
and was still being dis-
cussed.

Wallace pointed out that
nowhere in the vision for the
Library Square redevelop-
ment was there a plan for
demolition of two town-
owned buildings to build an
apartment. 

Kean referred to a speech
given by Mayor Jones dur-
ing the 2000 election in

which he made a commit-
ment to have the seniors
moving into the library and
almost three years later
nothing had happened.

MacEachern also pointed
out the time needed for the
revised proposal with
rezoning and going to ten-
der, plus the need to pro-
vide space for the Air
Cadets and Big Brothers.
She suggested that consid-
eration be given to twinning
the old library with the
seniors centre.

Finally, after almost two
hours of presentations and
discussion the committee
approved the revised pro-
posal on a 5-4 vote with
Vrancic, Kean, Wallace and
MacEachern in opposition.

"Smart growth" looks to future
In February last year the

province appointed an
Ontario Smart Growth
Panel for the central part of
Ontario, as one of five
"Smart Growth" zones.   

The panel consisted of
leaders from municipal gov-
ernments, business, educa-
tion, environmental groups,
transportation organizations
and the development indus-
try.

After several interim
reports the panel for Central
Ontario released its final

report, "Shape the Future"
last month, which provides
a vision to the year 2035.

The vision is based on
managing growth in a way
that balances the goals of
economic prosperity, eco-
nomic sustainability and
social equality; leaving
future generations clear
water and air and produc-
tive land and providing the
means for citizens to devel-
op to the fullest extent of
their capabilities.

In order to achieve the
vision the report provides a
total of 44 strategic direc-
tions in five key areas:
reshaping where and how

people live; protecting envi-
ronment; unlocking gridlock;
rethinking how waste is
managed and optimizing
the infrastructure.
Aurora's planning staff pre-

pared a summary with an
evaluation and comments
on the key areas and strate-
gic directions of the report,
which was approved at last
week's general committee
meeting.

Councillor Ron Wallace
said the group could start by
unlocking the
Yonge/Wellington intersec-
tion, which he referred to as
a disaster area.     

The report identifies

Newmarket, Richmond Hill,
Markham and Vaughan as
"regional nodes", but did not
identify smaller nodes nor
urban corridors. 

The nodal system pro-
motes higher densities with
more affordable housing
being provided.

Other recommendations
are for revenue sharing with
municipalities, such as a
share of the gasoline tax,
and changes to the
Development Charges Act
to implement the smart
growth policies, to ensure
that new development
bears the full cost of hard
and soft infrastructure. 

Man killed
in head-on

A 32-year-old Aurora man
was killed in a head-on col-
lision on Bloomington
Sideroad in Aurora's south
end last week.

York Regional Police said
the man's name was being
withheld at the request of
his family.
The victim was westbound

driving a cube van when it
crossed over to the east-
bound lane and slammed
into a transport truck.

Driver of the truck, a 25-
year-old Holland Landing
man, was transported to
Sunnybrook with life threat-
ening injuries.

The collision occurred just
east of Leslie Street, near
Highway 404.

If you fit into one of these 
categories 

and have not been 
contacted by us, 

Please call

905-853-4645

New to the community?
Expecting a baby
at your house?

Newly Engaged?

New Business/
Professional?

A Civic minded
Business interested 

in sponsoring 
Welcome Wagon?

WHAT IS FREEMASONRY?
For the answer to your questions…

OPEN HOUSE

SATURDAY MAY 31ST
57 MOSLEY ST., AURORA

11:00 a.m.

EVERYONE WELCOME!
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8 5 0  S Q .  F T .
S E C O N D F L O O R ,
d o w n t o w n
A u r o r a . A v a i l a b l e
now. Call: 905-727-4073

P R O F E S S I O N A L
HUSBAND to do elec-
trical, plumbing, car-
pentry, painting, etc.,
references available.
Call Brad at 905-727-
3397.

CARPET - I have
several thousand
yards of new
Stainmaster and
100% Olefin carpet. I
will carpet your living
room & hall for $389.
Price includes carpet,
pad and installation
(30 square yards)
Steve 905-898-0127

LIVING
WATER 

CHURCH
1260 Journey’s End Circle,

Newmarket 

(905)-895-9991
SUNDAY 10:30 & 18:30 

Wednesday 19:30

We are a Pentecostal Church 
affiliated with AFCM, Canada

CORE AERATION
Helps your lawn to
breath. Other services.
fertilizer weed/grub-
control. 905-841-8965
Lawns-We-Do

R & R REVISITED
Thousands of used
books for sale. For
every member of the
family. From 50 cents.
75 Mary St. 905-727-
3300

WILSON DEEP RED
IRONS - 2 SW, 3
weeks  o ld .  New
$1000. Asking $750
905-841-3925

*Put your LAWN/GARAGE SALE on the AURORAN MAP again this year!
Just call with the date, time, street address & nearest intersection. PLEASE CALL THIS SPECIAL NUMBER TO BOOK YOUR SPOT: 905-727-7128

*FREE to Aurora residents only. Information can be submitted up to Sunday 3:30 pm for Tuesday publication.

T O P L A C E A N A D V E R T I S E M E N T I N T H E C L A S S I F I E D S C A L L :  9 0 5 - 7 2 7 - 3 3 0 0  O R F A X T O :  9 0 5 - 7 2 7 - 2 6 2 0

C L A S S I F I E D S C L A S S I F I E D S C L A S S I F I E D S C L A S S I F I E D S C L A S S I F I E D S C L A S S I F I E D S

FREEFREE

Advertise in the
Classifieds

905-727-3300

5TH IN THE SERIES –
HARRY POTTER and
the Order of the Phoenix
-  will be available June
21. Order your copy in
advance by calling 905-
727-3300

LAWN CARE PHOTOGRAPHYUSED BOOKS FOR SALE

GOLF CLUBS FOR SALE

AUCTION

OFFICE SPACE

HANDYMAN

PLACE OF WORSHIP

NEW BOOK

LAWN/GARAGE
SALES THIS WEEK
MAY 31ST

1) Lanewood Dr. & Meadowwood Dr
8 - 1   Street Sale

2) 25 Mugford Road  8 - 1
3) 30 & 34 Crawford Rose Dr 9 - 2
4) 4 Cedar Cresc. 9 - 2
5) 27 & 33 Moffat Cresc. 8 - noon 
6) 75, 79 & 78 Lensmith Dr.  8 - 12 
7) 29 McDonald Dr.  8 - 12 
8) 216 Tamarac Trail  8 - noon 
9) 47, 49, 67, 100 Golf Links Drive 

8 - 12
10) 10 + 14 Lacey Court  8 - noon
11) 125 Spruce St. 8 0 1
12) Foreht Cres. 8 - 1
13) Royal Rd.  8 - 12 
14) Deerglen Terrace  9 - 1
15) Connaught Ave. 8 - 1
16) Carlyle Cresc. 8 - 2
17) 262 Corner Ridge Rd. 8 - 12
18) Victoria St. 8 - 4   

JUNE 1ST

18) VICTORIA ST. 8 - 4
19) 62 Sisman Ave.  8 - 1

JUNE 21ST

20) Treegrove Circle/Willow Farm Lane    
Hodgkinson Cres. Street Sale 8 - 2

Mark St.

Church

REAL E-MAIL your-
name@auroraemail.ca
50 megs, web based,
no spam, virus protec-
tion World E Post 
905-726-1242 $25.00 
private address - never
sold to marketing 
companies end.

E-MAIL

TLC PET SERVICE.
D A I L Y V I S I T S .
R e a s o n a b l e r a t e s .
Reliable, caring. Ask for
Bonnie. 905-751-1861. 

PET SERVICE

FOR SALE

Stone
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P A C E - S A V E R
S C O O T E R
RECONDITIONED, in
good running condition,
new batteries, charger
incl, dismantles, 
lightweight $700 obo 
After 6 p.m. only please.
905-727-2194

SCOOTER FOR SALE
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Lacey Ct.

W E D D I N G
P H O T O G R A P H E R
Pkg. includes engage-
ment portraits. Family
portraits and commer-
cial (web) photography.
Call 905-830-4000 or
905-713-4574.

R & R Revisited—the only used bookstore in Aurora
75 Mary Street, 2 stop lights east of the railway tracks on Wellington Street E.

* THOUSANDS OF BOOKS
for children & young adults priced from.........................50c

* HARDCOVER SALE
hundreds of popular
titles priced from...............$1.00 to $5.00

* COOKBOOKS, DIET & EXERCISE, ROMANCE, HARD &    

SOFT COVER on sale from....$1.00 to $5.00
Bring in your used books and we will give you 
a discount on your next used book purchase

BOOKS ON EVERYTHING

USED BOOKS 905-727-3300

SOFA & LOVESEAT
$100; Swivel Rocker
$85; Sofabed $125; 5
Piece Dinette $195;
Entertainment. Centre
$100. Many more
items available. D-Mac
Furniture, Aurora 905-
727-6403 or 877-663-
6626

TRADE-IN FURNITURE

CLASSIFIEDS
because advertising 

makes the world 
go round.

Check out the
garage/lawn sales 

FREE in the Auroran 
to Aurora residents.

D
ee

rg
le

n
Te

rr.

P
ar

kl
an

d

Ba
st

on
D

r.

O
ld

Yo
ng

e
S

t.

Dunning Ave

S
pr

uc
e

S
t.

G R A S S  C U T T I N G  
& S O D R E P L A C
E M E N T . Handyman
Services Roy 905-478-
1220 • Mark 905-953-
8388

AUCTION SALE
Wednesday June 4, 2003 - 6 p.m. 
KETTLEBY-POTTAGEVILLE COMMUNITY CENTRE

15980 7th Concession, Pottageville Ontario
Directions: Hwy 400 Lloydtown/Aurora Rd. west 3.2 km to the 7th concession, 

south to Hall or Hwy 27 to Lloydtown/Aurora Rd. east 4.3 km to the 7th 
concession south to Hall. Watch for Signs

To include: Furniture, Glass, China, Figurines, Jewellery, Silver, Artworks,
Collectibles & Misc. Items

PREVIEW: 5:00 P.M. Day of Sale.
TERMS: Cash or Cheque w/identification

AUCTIONEER DAVID BEASLEY, ICCA, CPPA
Phone/Fax (905)727-6585

Full Details At: www.auctionsfind.com/beasley
e-mail: cbeasley@aci.on.ca

COMPUTER TRAINING
AND SERVICES:
I n t e r n e t , M i c r o s o f t
O f f i c e , L o t u s
S m a r t S u i t e , W o r d
Perfect, Word process-
ing, spreadsheets, datab
ase  management, pre-
sentations, resume.
(905) 833-6466

COMPUTER TRAINING
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Cost of new housing multiplies over years 
Neither the SARS epi-

demic, war in Iraq, nor the
slowdown in the United
States economy has affect-
ed the sale of homes as the
hot real estate market and
house prices continues to
climb in Aurora. 

During April, 2003, aver-
age price for a home was
$329,245 up from an aver-
age of $315,651 early in
the year.

During January, 2003, the
average price of a home
was shown as $305,663.  
Consider then, the price of

homes in the late 1950s
and early 1960s when a
new house in Regency
Acres and Aurora Heights
subdivisions were in the
$12,999 to $13,999 range.

Can't even buy a car for
that these days.

In the older part of town
an average home could be
purchased for around
$15,000 increasing to
$20,000 in the late 1960s,
due to the increased cost
of land.

By January, 1975, the

average price of an Aurora
house was $54,100 jump-
ing to $55,827 by mid-
1976.

At that time provincial
MPPs blamed the munici-
palities for the increasing
prices and killing the
dream of many young cou-
ples to own their own
home.   

The MPPs claimed house
prices were driven up by
the length of time it took
municipalities to approve
plans of subdivisions.
It was even proposed that

the power to approve plans
of subdivision be taken

away from municipalities if
final approval was withheld
longer than six months.

By April, 1984, home
prices had jumped to
$117,000 from $113,000 in
1983 for a two-storey
home and to $86,000 from
$84,000 for a bungalow.   

By September, 1995, the
price had jumped to an
average of $254,364
increasing to $285,024 in
September, 1996.

Plans of subdivisions are
still being approved, hous-
es are still being built and
the prices are still
increasing.
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JUNE
6,7& 8 NEWNEW

for 2003
• Doc Century's Magical 

Travelling Medicine Show

• Bandaloni -  the one-man band

• Celebrity Racing Pigs 

and Hillbilly Show

• Toronto Police Dogs Demonstration

• The Pigmobile

Some old Favourites
• The Eukanuba Superdogs
• The Ben Show

• A Safari of Fun with Paul Behnke
• A.M. Dance Force

• Scholastic Superkids Challenge
• Children's Tractor Pull

• The Mutt Show
• Jaguar Gymnastics activity area
and demonstrations

• Creatures Exotic
• Birds of Prey
• Heavy Horse and Pony Shows
• Car Show (Sunday only)
and much, much more
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Festival of Arts TentSee the wonderful display of the Junior Arts, Crafts, and

Photography competition by children from Kindergarten

to Grade 8. Also on display will be 
the work of local artists, including painters, 

woodcarvers, spinners, photographers, etc. In 

addition, children can participate in "make and take"

activities guided by the artists and artisans from Aurora's
Creative Connection.

Friday Evening, June 6
GRAND PRIX 

Enjoy an evening watching some of Canada's 
elite horses and riders. Walk the course (about 6 p.m.)

with course designer, Danny Foster. Meet and greet 
the riders after the competition over 

wine and cheese in the big tent.

Saturday Evening, June 7
FAMILY 

ENTERTAINMENT
AND BARBECUE

Enjoy an evening of entertainment featuring 

western Canada recording star, MICHAEL MITCHELL

who will be singing songs and telling 

stories of Canada. This is a great opportunity 

to hear this fabulous performer.

The Aurora Agricultural Society is a non-profit, 

volunteer organization dedicated to putting on the 

Fair and Horse Show for Aurora and the 

surrounding communities.

FRIDAY, JUNE 6, 2003
6:00p.m.                                GRAND PRIX. 

Eukanuba Superdog try outs. 
Midway (a new midway this year by Space Age Amusements)

SATURDAY, JUNE 7, 2003
The Morgan and Miniature Horse Show and the 

Heavy Horse Show 
run throughout the day starting at 10:30 a.m.

10:00 a.m. Opening ceremonies with St. Andrew's College piper and the 
Governor General Horse Guards

10:15 a.m. Scholastic Superkids Challenge (baseball diamond)
10:30 a.m. Superdogs

Birds of Prey presentation (big tent)
10:45 a.m. Jaguar Gymnastics demonstration (big tent)
11:00 a.m. The Ben Show with Ben Burland (stage area)
11:30 a.m. A Safari of Fun with Musician Paul Behnke (stage area)

The Toronto Police Dogs demonstration (north ring)
Children's Tractor Pull (on path)

Noon Doc Century's Magical Travelling Medicine Show (stage area)
Celebrity Racing Pigs and Hillbilly Show (near petting zoo)

12:30 p.m. Superdogs
12:45 p.m. Birds of Prey presentation (big tent)

Scholastic Superkids Challenge (baseball diamond)
1:15 p.m. The Ben Show with Ben Burland (stage area)
1:30 p.m. The Toronto Police Dogs demonstration (north ring)
1:45 p.m. A Safari of Fun with Paul Behnke (stage area)
2:00 p.m. Children's Tractor Pull (on path)

Celebrity Racing Pigs and Hillbilly Show (near petting zoo)
2:15 p.m. Doc Century's Magical Travelling Medicine Show (stage area)
2:30 p.m. Superdogs
3:00 p.m. Birds of Prey presentation (big tent)

Mutt Show registration (stage area)
3:15 p.m. Jaguar Gymnastics Demonstration (in big tent)
3:30 p.m. Mutt Show (stage area)

Toronto Police Dogs demonstration (north ring)
4:00 p.m. Celebrity Racing Pigs and Hillbilly Show (near petting zoo)
4:30 p.m. Superdogs

The Ben Show with Ben Burland (stage area)
5:00 p.m. Family Barbecue and Entertainment (big tent and stage area)
5:30 p.m. Doc Century's Magical Travelling Medicine Show (stage area)
6:00 p.m. Ambassador Contest judging
6:15 p.m. Michael Mitchell with songs and stories of Canada (stage area)
7:00 p.m. Crowning of the Fair and Horse Show Ambassador

SUNDAY, JUNE 8, 2003
Various pony and heavy horse shows start at 9:00 and run throughout the day.

10:15 a.m. Scholastic Superkids Challenge (baseball diamond)

10:30 a.m. Superdogs

Birds of Prey presentation (big tent)

10:45 a.m. Jaguar Gymnastics demonstration (big tent)

11:00 a.m. The Ben Show with Ben Burland (stage area)

11:30 a.m. Doc Century's Magical Travelling Medicine Show (stage area)

The Toronto Police Dogs demonstration (north ring)

Children's Tractor Pull (on path)

Noon Tap, jazz and acro dancing with A.M. Dance Force (stage area)

Celebrity Racing Pigs and Hillbilly Show (near petting zoo)

12:30 p.m. Superdogs

12:45 p.m. Birds of Prey presentation (big tent)

Scholastic Superkids Challenge (baseball diamond)

1:30 p.m. The Ben Show with Ben Burland (stage area)

The Toronto Police Dogs demonstration (north ring)

2:00p.m. Doc Century's Magical Travelling Medicine Show (stage area)

Children's Tractor Pull (on path)

Celebrity Racing Pigs and Hillbilly Show (near petting zoo)

2:30 p.m. Superdogs

3:00 p.m. Birds of Prey presentation (big tent)

3:15 p.m. Jaguar Gymnastics Demonstration (in big tent)

3:30 p.m. The Ben Show with Ben Burland (stage area)

Toronto Police Dogs demonstration (north ring)

4:00 p.m. Celebrity Racing Pigs and Hillbilly Show (near petting zoo)

4:30 p.m. Superdogs

ONGOING SATURDAY AND SUNDAY:

Petting zoo, midway rides and games, reptile and exotic creatures display, 
pigmobile, 4-H display, penny auction by Queen's York Rangers Cadet Corps, 

Festival of Arts tent, Junior Arts, Crafts, and Photography competition 
(in Fest. of Arts tent), Bandaloni, the one-man band, milking demonstrations, and lots, lots more.

Schedule of EventsSchedule of Events

Machell
Park

(West of Yonge Street, between Aurora Hts.
and Orchard Hts.)

Admission: $5
Seniors: $2

Children 10 years and under: $2 
Infants in strollers: FREE
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