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Volunteers will decide event’s future
By DICK ILLINGWORTH

After 85 years of promoting agri-
culture in a growing urban communi-
ty and providing the best in equestri-
an sport, the Aurora Agricultural
Society, sponsors of the Aurora
Horse Show and Fair, is at a cross-
roads.

The Society is facing three 
issues; a serious lack of volunteers,
the need for other sources of funding,
and a need for a volunteer to assume
the role of secretary/treasurer due to
the retirement of Sue Browne.

The situation is so grave the
Society held a public meeting last
week at the Aurora Legion to advise
the public of the crisis and to receive
public comment.

Unfortunately the pubic generally
was conspicuous by its absence, as
only some 25 persons were in atten-
dance, along with members of the
society, as well as members and
members-elect of Aurora council.

Mayor Tim Jones, Mayor-elect
Phyllis Morris, Councillors-elect Bob
McRoberts, Al Wilson and Evelina
MacEachern were in the audience

Historic horse show in danger

along with challenger John Gallo.
In opening the meeting, Society

President Andy MacPherson provid-
ed a brief history of the Society and
the horse show dating back to 1922,

stressing the need for volunteers.
He pointed out that the annual

meeting of the Society is scheduled
for mid-January 2007 and, unless a
number of volunteers come forth

before that meeting, the Society will
be forced to fold, resulting in the
death of the horse show and fair.

First Vice President Rick Browne
told the audience the Society is 

primarily financed by the revenue
from the twice-monthly bingos oper-
ated by volunteers, usually members
of the Board of Directors, over the

Please see page 7

With Rudolph leading the sleigh, Jolly Old St. Nick once again took the honoured last position in Aurora’s annual Santa Claus
parade on Saturday. Floats, marching bands, horses and even dogs provided a colourful Christmas spectacle to please the young
and young at heart. For more photos, please see page 9. Auroran photo by Rob Schuetze

Council-in-waiting starts its work
By DICK ILLINGWORTH

Mayor-elect Phyllis Morris con-
vened a meeting of the newly-elect-
ed council last Thursday night for a
pre-orientation or "brain-storming"
session. All members of council
were present with the exception of
Councillor Evelyn Buck who was
out of town on a family matter. CAO
John Roger was also in atten-
dance.

A full day orientation meeting is
scheduled for Saturday, December
2, to include presentation by six
department heads on the work and
the issues facing their departments.

A bus tour is planned to the for-
mer Hydro Building, the Parks and
Works Department on Scanlon
Court, Leisure Complex, Fleury
Park, Sheppard's Bush and the

Library Square and adjacent poten-
tial parking area, plus the Aurora
Heritage Centre.

In addition some of the sites with
issues facing council will be visited.
Those include the Van Rob proper-
ty on Vandorf Sideroad, Jack
Woods property, Leslie Street
lands, Tannery Creek, Petro
Canada property and the Losar
property.

A discussion took place regard-
ing the process and scheduling of
meetings regarding the 2007 budg-
et, with the suggestion that the pub-
lic be involved earlier in the process
rather than later.

A seminar, for "Newly Elected
Councillors", arranged by the
Association of Municipalities of
Ontario, is to be held in Lindsay.
The possibility of trying to arrange

such a seminar in the GTA is being
explored.

Members of council were asked
to consider the need for an off-site
retreat as has been held in the past.

They were also advised that
copies of the Procedural Bylaw, the
Municipal Act and Municipal World
would be provided to them.

Information was given on sever-
al housekeeping items such as the
internal telephone system, e-mail
system, office accommodation and
the allowances and policies for
attending training seminars and
municipal conferences.

Considerable discussion took
place regarding the advisory com-
mittees and reporting, as well as
appointments to statutory bodies
such as the Library Board and the
Conservation Authority.

Exchange
to continue

PowerStream still plans to con-
duct a scheduled seasonal LED light
exchange at the Aurora Town Hall on
Wednesday between 6 p.m. and 8
p.m. despite an earlier recall.

Corporate Communications
Manager Eric Fagen told The
Auroran the company "has now
been able to secure enough new
product, that is not subject to the
recall, to both replace the LED
strings we have already distributed
and to still hold the Aurora
exchange".

A public safety alert was issued
Friday in regard to Greenlight
Lighting Corporation's 36-bulb sea-
sonal light strings, handed out at
several exchange events by various
power distribution companies over
the past month. The recall involves
this specific Greenlight product,
obtained from PowerStream by any
means prior to Nov. 24.

An Electrical Safety Authority
(ESA) media release notes that
there have been no reports of injury
or property damage involving the
lights.

The Canadian Blood
Services will conduct a blood
donor clinic on Friday, Dec. 8,
between 11:30am and 2:30pm
in the front lobby of the Aurora
Town Offices at 1 Municipal
Drive. In a media release, the
CBS urges local residents to
assist in its holiday campaign,
which runs from Dec. 4 through
Jan. 2.

Give blood

All present were advised that
staff would provide them with the
terms of reference of each of the
committees, the number of council-
lors to be appointed and a sheet for
members to list the committees, by
priority, on which they would prefer
to sit.

Finalist in the Aurora Chamber of Commerce  “Celebration of Business” Awards 2006 - “Franchisee of the Year” category.
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COMING EVENTS IN AURORA
Until April 15, 2007, winter parking

restrictions are in effect and parking is 
prohibited on all streets from 2 a.m. to 6
a.m. daily.

* * * *
On the 1st and 3rd Friday of each month,

the Aurora Seniors will hold a plus 55 dance
in the West-McKenzie room of the Seniors
Centre from 8 to 11 p.m.

* * * *
Meet at Martha's Table, now in its sec-

ond season. Every Thursday from 11.30
a.m. to 1.30 p.m. you will find comfort food
and a sense of community at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church. A lunch of hot soup,
sandwiches and dessert will be provided.

* * * *
Aurora Opera Company is seeking 30

choral singers for an April production of the
musical “Children of Eden” by Stephen
Schwartz. Singers will not have to memo-
rize music. Requirements are adults who
love to sing. Stage experience not neces-
sary. Performances will take place at
Newmarket Theatre. The group is also look-
ing for a baritone for a leading role.
Rehearsals begin in January on Sunday
afternoons with an occasional Saturday
evening. Contact General Director Sarah
Kyle at keepsinging@look.ca if you have
any questions or would like to take part.

* * * *
York Region Food Network is looking for

Aurora community groups interested in sup-
plying volunteers for its Christmas
Poinsettia Fundraiser at the Upper Canada
Mall in Newmarket. Contact Terry O'Brien
for details. 905-252-5729  E-mail:
terryo@yrfn.ca.

* * * *
The 3rd Aurora Scouting Group has

spaces available in Beavers, Cubs, Scouts
and Venturers. For registration information
or to volunteer call 905-726-2393 or 905-
841-0556.

* * * *
Meet at Martha's Table, now in its sec-

ond season. Every Thursday from 11.30
a.m. to 1.30 p.m., you will find comfort food
and a sense of community at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church. A lunch of hot soup,
sandwiches, and dessert will be provided.

* * * *
Voice is a group of aspiring writers ages

12 to 19 interested in developing writing
skills, working on a magazine and embark-
ing on creative adventures with similarly
minded people. The group meets in the
Marjorie Andrews Room of the Aurora
Library on the last Thursday of every month
at 7 p.m. Call the Library at 905-727-9493
for more information.

* * * * 
Aurora Seniors present a movie night

every Tuesday from 6.30 to 8.30 p.m.
Admission is $1 for members and $1.50 for
guests, which includes the movie, a frozen
treat and a drink.

* * * *
Aurora Zen Meditation Group meets

weekly every Wednesday evening at
Healing Hands Wellness Centre on
Wellington Street East at 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Aurora Agricultural Society (organizer of

the Aurora Fair & Horse Show) meets on
the second Tuesday of every second month,
at 6.30 p.m., at the Aurora Community
Centre. New members welcome. For more
information, call 905-713-6773, e-mail at
info@aurorafair.ca, or visit www. auro-
rafair.ca.

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday

evening at 6.30 p.m. at Gabriel’s on Yonge
Street. New members welcome. For further
information, call 905-841-1352.

* * * *
On the first Wednesday of every month

from 9 a.m. to noon, a satellite constituency
office for Vaughan/King/Aurora MPP Greg
Sorbara will be open in the councillors’
lounge at the Town Hall. Call 1-877-880-
6770 for information.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows

Lodge #148 meets the first and third
Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at 15216
Yonge Street (south of Wellington). For
more information, call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masons' Rising Sun Lodge meets the

first Thursday of each month at The Rising
Sun Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at
7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the

third Saturday each month at 57 Mosley
Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee club at 9 a.m.,

lunch at noon. Call 905-727-3032 or 905-
727-1080.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous, every Tuesday

night, Trinity Anglican Church, Victoria
Street, 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Progressive Euchre every Thursday

night. Aurora Legion, 7.30 p.m. Call 905-
727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University

Women has monthly meetings at the Aurora
Legion with a variety of speakers. There is
also a selection of interest groups. Contact
Beverley 905-727-2151.

* * * *
Dancing at the Legion, 8 p.m. every

Friday night.
* * * *

Bid Euchre at the Legion, 1 p.m. every
third Sunday.

* * * *
York Regional Police Male Chorus is

looking for members from Aurora and area
who would like to volunteer by joining the
choir. Men, 16 years of age and older, are
invited to visit any Tuesday at 7.30 p.m. in
committee room B, York Region
Administrative Centre, 17250 Yonge Street,
Newmarket. For more information, call vol-
unteer chorus supervisor Lowell McClenny
at 905-727-9676.

* * * *
Queen’s York Rangers free camps for

boys and girls, 12 to 18. Aurora Squadron
runs Friday evenings at the Aurora
Armoury. For further information, call 905-
726-8600 any Tuesday evening between 7
and 9 p.m.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28
Aurora Chamber of Commerce Business

After Five at HSBC Bank, 150 Hollidge
Blvd. 5.30 to 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Aurora Public Library, partnering with the

York Region District School Board and the
Community Action Program for Children,
presents The Power of Positive Parenting.
Magna Room, 7 to 9 p.m. Pre-register at the
Adult Information Desk or call 905-727-
9493, option 4.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29
Second Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony

from 6 to 8 p.m. in the front courtyard of the
Town Hall and will include ornament mak-
ing, caroling and hot chocolate with Santa
Claus in attendance.

* * * *
At the Aurora Town Hall from 6 to 8 p.m.

Power Stream on a "first come, first serve"
will exchange up to two strings of old incan-
descent holiday lights with strings that fea-
ture the more energy efficient LED lights.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30
Dr. G. W. Williams Secondary School is

presenting a Parent Forum at the school at
7 p.m. to provide parents more tools to
assist their teens in handling the many
pressures and initiate a fresh dialogue
between the school and parents to benefit
the teens. Call Les Kerr at 905-727-3131
ext 172.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30 
to SATURDAY, JANUARY 6

The Wellington Gallery on Wellington
Street West will feature the paintings of
Olympic Skating star Toller Cranston "The
Wonder of Winter".

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1
Community Living Newmarket/Aurora

District Annual Dinner and Dance at the
Roman Palace, 1096 Ringwell Drive in
Newmarket with dinner at 7 p.m. Tickets are
$30 for dinner and dance, $15 for dance
only. Call 905-895-2616 for details.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2,
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3

Optimist Club of Aurora 20th annual
book sale at the Aurora Public Library,
Saturday, from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m., and
Sunday, from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m. Cash and
cheques (with ID) only. No credits cards or
Interac.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3
The Annual Hillary House Family

Christmas Event will be held on Sunday
afternoon from 1.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m.
Visitors will be invited to sing familiar carols
in the ballroom and may request their
favorites. In the parlour the Christmas tree
is decorated with authentic 1950's decora-
tions and in the study the tree is decorated
for 1914 including real candles on the tree.
Candles and oil lamps will be lit illuminating
the home in a warm inviting glow. In the
workroom children will be able to make a
seasonal craft at no extra charge. Enjoy
mulled cider and fresh baked goodies cour-

tesy members of the Aurora Historical
Society. Any funds that are raised and
donated will go directly to the care and
restoration of Hillary House, which is a
National Historic Site. Admission, including
refreshments, is $5.00 for adults and $3.00
for accompanied children under twelve.

* * * *
First Baptist Church Christmas Concert,

featuring the Bernard Pears Chorale, begin-
ning at 7 p.m. Church is at 33 Wellington
Street East. For futher information, call 905-
727-4531.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 4
Final submission date for the 2007-2010

Aurora Resident's Guide. For more informa-
tion call 905-727-3123 ext.4218.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5
Inaugural council meeting of the newly

elected Aurora council at 7 p.m. in the coun-
cil chambers of the Town Hall.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6
Aurora Public Library, in partnership with

ACI, presents “Norton Antivirus”, the fourth
of a 10-part monthly series of free comput-
er workshops. Magna Room, 7 p.m.
Register on-line, at the adult infomation
desk, or phone 905-727-9493, option 4.

DECEMBER 7-10
Aurora Opera Company presents “Kiss

Me Kate” at the Newmarket Theatre.
Tickets, at $20 and $17 are available by
calling 905-953-5122.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9
The York Chamber Ensemble and the

Trinity Festival Chorus present "Winter
Wonder," a Christmas time concert featur-
ing Handel’s Messiah (Part 1), as well as
Vivaldi’s Winter and Vaughan Williams’
Fantasia on Christmas Carols. The concert
will be held at Trinity Anglican Church, 79
Victoria Street, 7.30 p.m. Tickets, available
at the door, are $15; $10 for seniors and
students.

* * * *
At 7.30 pm, the Aurora Historical Society

will host a reading of Charles Dickens' clas-
sic, A Christmas Carol. Using the abridged
version that Dickens himself used while on
tour, visitors will also enjoy a traditional
carol sing following the reading. Hillary
House will be decorated in the same man-
ner as for the Family Christmas event. As
this event is held in the evening the effect of
traditional lighting is quite dramatic.
Afterwards, we'll enjoy some wonderful

Christmas desserts and a traditional was-
sail bowl. Because of limited seating, the
Society is asking that you purchase tickets
at $12.00 per person in advance by calling
905-727-8991.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31
Aurora Seniors New Year's Eve Dinner

and Dance from 6.30 p.m. to 1 a.m. at the
Seniors Centre. Cost is $55 for members
and tickets are available at the reception
desk.

* * * *
Celebrate the New Year at the Town's

First Night Party at the Leisure Complex
from 6 to 9 p.m. It was in 1994 when Aurora
joined with other municipalities across
North Americas to welcome the New Year
with a family event.

* * * *
Aurora Legion New Year’s Eve party, 8

p.m. to 1 a.m. Buffet 8 pm, dancing 9 p.m to
1 a.m. Party favours. For further details, call
905-727-9932.

* * * *
New Year's Eve Gala in the Queen

Elizabeth Ballroom, Howard Johnson
Aurora featuring cocktails at 6, buffet dinner
at 7, dessert table at 8 and dancing to Fifth
Avenue Band until 1 a.m. with complimenta-
ry champagne and party favours at mid-
night. Price $165 per couple. Call 905-727-
1312 to reserve.

MONDAY, JANUARY 1
Aurora Legion President’s Levee, New

Year’s Day. Meet and greet your comrades,
11 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. For further info call 
905-727-9932.

MONDAY, JANUARY 8
The Aurora Film Circuit will present the

film "Volver" from acclaimed Spanish film-
maker Pedro Almodovar, winner of several
awards. Tickets available beginning
December 1 at R & R Revisited.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 14
Aurora Legion, Roy Meacock Memorial

Dart Tournament. $40 per four-person
team. Registration at 8.30 a.m. Cash prizes.
For further info call Tom, 905-841-9188.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14
Justin Trudeau will be guest speaker at

an Aurora Chamber of Commerce lunch-
eon. He has a message for students and the
Chamber is seeking corporations to spon-
sor a student for the luncheon at a cost of
$40. To sponsor a student call the Chamber
office at 905-727-7262.

PowerStreamPowerStream

Exchange your old strings of incandescent holiday lights
for strings of energy-efficient seasonal LED lights at the

locations and times indicated below.*
Vaughan
Sunday, November 12 - 3:00  to 6:00 p.m.
The Sports Village, 2600 Rutherford Road

Saturday, November 18 - 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Al Palladini Community Centre
9201 Islington Avenue

Richmond Hill
Sunday, November 19 - 12 to 4:00 p.m.
Hillcrest, 9350 Yonge Street
(west parking lot near GoodLife Fitness)

Aurora
Wednesday, November 29 - 6 to 8 p.m.
Aurora Town Hall
1 Municipal Drive

Markham 
(for Markham residents only)

November 1 - November 30
Call 905-415-7535 for locations and details

* While quantities last. Maximum two strings per household in Aurora, Richmond Hill and Vaughan. 
Maximum one string per household in Markham

Seasonal LED Lights 
Exchange Events

-
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905-727-9561
14889 Yonge Street, Aurora
www.graystonesrestaurant.ca

gourmet to go

Schnitzels our specialty

starting Mid September

WILDBOAR
CARIBOU
VENISON

905-709-7413

15 Mosley Street, Aurora 905-726-3535

For the love of...
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CLEANERS
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HOURS
Monday - Friday 
7 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Saturday 
8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

All Dresses
* with this coupon��

Jenny Nails Spa Inc. 
Professional Nails & Waxing for Men & Women

GRAND OPENING SPECIALS

Free waxing*
with any $35

Services

Free Personal 
Kit*

$22 Tuesday 
Spa Pedicure

Men’s Spa
Pedicure 

$22 Everyday

Bio-Gel Full Set
$40

1/2 Leg & Bikini 
$25

Brazilian
$25

Manicure & Spa Pedicure 
$35

18 Wellington St. East 
Aurora (Next to Mac’s)

(WALK-IN WELCOME)
(905) 727-9900  

Mon.-Fri. 10-8
Sat      10-6

The 140 Aurora Air Cadet Squadron Band has
entered into a partnership with the Rotary Club of
Aurora. The club is assisting in funding the devel-
opment of a squadron marching band, known as
the Aurora Rotary/Air Cadet Band, made up of
male and female cadets aged 12 to 18 years. The
band made its first public appearance in last
weekend's Santa Claus parade.

Town set to address sign control 
after review of existing bylaw

Aurora's sign bylaw has
created more problems for
council over the years
than possibly any other
bylaw. No matter what
they do councillors are
caught between the
demands of merchants
who want signs to adver-
tise their businesses and
those of citizens who 
complain about visual pol-
lution.

As far back as the
1960s the major issue
was overhanging signs,
especially on Yonge
Street, with the signs
hanging over the sidewalk
or the roadway.

Then, in 1974, the sign
problem was ‘chasing’
lights, with the lights flash-
ing at different times and
giving the impression they
were chasing each other
around to attract attention.

There were also prob-
lems brought about with
the proliferation of mobile
and trailer signs with
some being placed too
close to intersections or to
the access of a plaza,
thereby restricting the
view for motorists.

"A" or sandwich-board
signs were also a problem
as pedestrians com-
plained they created a
safety hazard by blocking
the sidewalk, but mer-
chants claimed they were
necessary to attract busi-
ness.

In 1998 a joint commit-
tee was established with
the Chamber of
Commerce to review the
bylaw and recommend
changes, resulting in
some amendments.

But the complaints and
the number of requests for
variances continued and it
was finally agreed to hold
a public meeting to obtain
input for a further revision
of the sign bylaw.

The meeting was held
this past week in the
council chambers, with

about twenty citizens and
merchants in attendance.
Also attending as
o b s e r v e r s  w e r e
Councillors-elect Grace
Marsh, Bob McRoberts
and Al Wilson.

Copies of the proposed
bylaw amendments were
available for review and
comments and question
sheets were provided for
public input to be consid-
ered for inclusion in the
new bylaw.

The meeting was con-
ducted by Chris Alexander
of bylaw enforcement and
Techa van Leeuven, chief
building official, as one of
the major proposed
changes was to split the
bylaw into two separate
ones.

The bylaw department
will be responsible for the
administration and
enforcement of the tempo-
rary sign bylaw and the
building department will
be responsible for admin-
istration and enforcement
of the permanent sign
bylaw.

Permanent signs are

defined as including those
affixed to the ground or
signs affixed to a building
and are regulated by the
Ontario Building Code.

The review was also to
update and clean up the
language in the existing
bylaw and to provide clari-
ty of roles and responsibil-
ities.

Proposed changes in
the definition section will
include banner signs,
election signs, mobile
signs, special events signs
and temporary signs, as
definitions were not
included in the current
bylaw. Definitions were re-
worded and simplified
where possible.

There will be proposed
re-wording of the defini-
tions for real estate signs
and inflatable signs.

Some changes were
proposed for the contents
of mobile signs and elec-
tion signs and wording,
previously missing, was
included for special event
signs. A prohibition of ban-
ner signs was added.

Proposed changes in

the administration section
includes provisions for
other approvals such as a
Heritage review, Regional
approval for signs on
Regional roads, a Ministry
of Transportation permit if
the sign is within 400
metres of Highway 404
and sign variances.

It is proposed that fees
for sign permits remain
the same, except for sign
variances for which a rec-
ommendation was made
that the fee be increased
from $150 to $450, as a
cost recovery measure for
site inspection, consulta-
tion and a report to coun-
cil.

Following a review of
the comments made at
the public meeting and of
written comments
received, it is planned to
present the new bylaw to
council in January.
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Letters to the Editor

There's another election coming,
But a vote you do not get;

It's for the regional chairman
To change it is not a good bet!

- Poor Richard's Scrapbook 

The municipal elections are over but there is
another election to be held December 7th and you're
not invited to participate. It's for the office of region-
al chairman and only the newly elected or re-elected
regional councillors have that privilege.

At present, Halton Region is the only regional gov-
ernment in the Greater Toronto Area to elect its
chairman by popular vote. Durham, York and Peel still
elect the regional chairman at the inaugural meeting
of the new council, even though voters in Durham
voted 80 per cent for direct election of the chair.

Although the actual nomination and vote is taken
in open council, it usually entails considerable horse-
trading during private meetings.

Other regional governments in Ontario, such as
Hamilton, Ottawa and Sudbury, took action some
time ago to elect the chairman by popular vote. The
merged City of Toronto elects its mayor by popular or
unpopular vote.

With the formation of regional government in York
in 1971, the provincial government appointed
Garfield Wright as regional chairman for a four-year
term. He was a former Reeve of East Gwillimbury and
Warden of York County.

Under the existing legislation of the day, the next
chairman would be elected by the 1975 regional
council at its first meeting. Council could elect one of
its own members who, if successful, would have to
resign as a member of the local council. It could also
elect a non-member of council.

There was some opposition to the legislation at
that time on the basis it was contradictory to the prin-
ciples of democratic representation.

It was suggested that the provincial legislation be
amended to provide alternatives, such as a region-
wide election or election of a member of council,
without having to resign from the local council, simi-
lar to the warden system of county days.

It was also suggested that the chairman be elect-
ed partway through the two-year term of office and, if
a sitting member was elected, it would not be neces-
sary to run in the local municipal election for the next
term of council; however, no changes were made.

By 1974 a ratepayers' association called CARE
(Citizens Advocating a Regional Election) had peti-
tioned the provincial government to elect the region-
al chairman at large.

The group rejected the contention that election at
large would be too expensive and claimed that
democracy shouldn't be too expensive for people to
enjoy, that it was essential that the most powerful
man in the region be under the direct electoral con-
trol of the people.

In January, 1975, Wright was unopposed in his bid
for re-election and the election by regional council
continued over the years.

In February, 1984, regional council proposed that
the chairman be elected at large to create more inter-
est in regional government and to satisfy the need to
make the position more accountable to the public.

In September, 1984, Municipal Affairs Minister
Claude Bennett wrote to regional councils requesting
input regarding the method of selecting regional
chairmen and the need of electoral reform, but reject-
ing election at large.

In March, 1987, Richmond Hill Mayor Al Duffy
moved that the regional chairman be elected at large,
similar to Hamilton Wentworth, but nothing hap-
pened.

By November, 1995, the region's governance com-
mittee held a wide ranging discussion regarding the
election of regional chairmen and recommended that
the status quo be retained.

Then, in November, 2003, Markham Mayor Don
Cousens suggested the regional chairman be elected
by the public, claiming that the present process was
undemocratic.

The chairman's position has changed significantly
since 1971, as has the role of the regional govern-
ment, but the election of the regional chairman has-
n't and it's time for a public review.

No public input
for this election
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This photo appears to be of a Royal Canadian Army Cadet Corps band possibly taken in the late 1950s
or early 1960s when high school cadet groups still flourished across Canada, although the uniform
tunics seem somewhat more recent. The stylized lettering on the drums (an "H" and an "S" within an
"A") suggests Aurora High School cadets. Can anyone tell us when the picture was taken and who
these cadets are?

Don’t let horse show 
die, reader pleads

To the editor,
On November 22nd I

attended a public meeting of
the Aurora Agricultural
Society regarding the
Aurora Horse Show and
Fair.

I'm not directly affiliated
with this group but I am a
long time resident of Aurora,
who is concerned about the
viability of the Aurora Horse
Show.

As a child I remember
the anticipation and excite-
ment of going to the Horse

Show each year.
The midway, animals,

craft displays, entertain-
ment, games, just being
there in the midst of it all --
and in our own town park.

We even had world class
equestrian competitions
right in our back yard thanks
to the Rothmans Grand
Prix.

Now it seems that the
future of the horse show is
in serious jeopardy. A short-
age of volunteers,
decreased funding and too

few directors means that
there might not be a 2007
event.

After eighty-five consec-
utive years we may be los-
ing one of our prized venues
-- an event that helped make
Aurora the unique town that
we all love.

My appeal to your read-
ers is "Don't let the Horse
Show die”.

Think of what our com-
munity will be losing if it is
cancelled.

The benefits to our local

businesses, the learning
opportunities for our youth,
the good public relations
and exposure for the Town
and the sense of "communi-
ty" it fosters, would be a
shame to lose. If you can
help, in any way, please
contact the society presi-
dent, Andy MacPherson, at
905-727-5897 or e-mail him
at  andrewmacpherson
@sympatico.ca.

Kathy Banks
Aurora

High Tor facts missing
To the editor,

Re: “High Tor future still
doubtful”, Auroran, Nov.
21.

While Mr. Illingworth is a
renowned scribe and has a
memory that would rival
that of an elephant, he does
not have all the facts
regarding High Tor. As one
of the founding members of
the citizens group that
sought to protect High Tor,
SWAT, (swat.on.ca) there
are a number of facts that
need to be added.

1. Evidence was uncov-
ered at the Newmarket
Court in papers filed by Mr.
Hopper, the executor of the
Smith will, that confirmed
that there was an under-
standing between the
Estate and the OHF that the
proceeds from any sale had
to go back into the property
for its maintenance.

2. It was the Town of
Aurora that approached the
OHF with the idea of selling
off a portion of High Tor for
development, not the other
way around as has been
suggested. This was con-
firmed by Alan Gotlieb for-
mer chair of the OHF, and

former Ambassador to the
US.

3. The Town's interest in
development of the High Tor
property was further sup-
ported by the fact that the
developers of the subdivi-
sion to the north of High Tor
were required to oversize
the sewer and water lines
running up Allanvale and
Brookview to the edge of
High Tor to support future
development.

4. Not only were Anne
Bartley Smith's ashes scat-
tered, but there is strong
evidence to suggest that
she had her husband
Mathew buried somewhere
on the property.

5. And on a more omi-
nous note, there is the
Anne Bartley Smith Curse.
People and organizations
who cross Anne and
attempt to contravene her
wishes meet with very
peculiar ends. More on this
at a later date.

Recently, the Town of
Aurora missed an opportu-
nity to secure $384,000 in
financing for the develop-
ment of the park when they
allowed the Region to apply
through the Aurora
Committee of Adjustment

for a minor variance after
purchasing three acres for a
reservoir. It also missed the
chance to have a much
needed soccer pitch con-
structed on the roof of the
reservoir, as has been done
elsewhere in the region.

High Tor will continue to
be in jeopardy despite the
Oak Ridges Moraine Act so
long as the Town Council
and staff continue to use
the park for political gain
rather than having the
courage to actually do what
is legally and morally right.

The Town of Aurora in
1999 sought a legal opinion
as to the legal status of
High Tor. Mayor-elect Morris
used this opinion to support
her request that the pro-
ceeds from the sale of the
three acres to the Region
be put back into the proper-
ty in September, 2006 

With a fresh new group
of players at the council
table the time to resolve the
future of High Tor is at
hand. Securing High Tor's
future will bear testimony to
their ability and their moral
compass.

Bryan Moir
Aurora
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I was afforded the opportunity, on behalf of the
Newmarket - Aurora federal Conservative riding associa-
tion, of laying a wreath at the Aurora local war memorial
this past November 11th, What made it even more spe-
cial was that my young son Ryan and my two nephews,
Brock and Devan, were with me.

Even though it was raining and cold outside, the boys
were troopers. Although they did not really understand
the true significance of the ceremony they were nonethe-
less on their best behavior because of the solemnity of
the event. I was proud of them.

As I walked eastbound across Veterans' Lane to lay
the wreath, I was struck again by both the magnificence
and also the simplicity of the two structures that com-
prise this edifice.

For this writer, the cenotaph is a place of reflection, 
solitude and introspection. The valor and selflessness of
the fine men memorialized there is most humbling.

In its entirety, the structures are a simple and regal 
monument to those, as Billy Bishop was once described,
who had "the courage of the morning sun".

Back in May I wrote a column about the cenotaph and
the questions that come to mind when viewing the names
on the two monuments.

There are seventy names listed on the World War One
commemorative and fifty-five names engraved on the
World War Two granite marker.

I wrote at the time:
"Each of these names had a life, a story. Did these

men perish in battle or while training or while serving in
another capacity? Which battle? How old were they? Did
any or all of these men have a wife? Any children?

"There are two men with the last name Dawson and
two with the last name of King. Any relation?"

In response to the column, I received the following 
letter:

Dear Sir;
Your column is an interesting addition to the best

paper in Aurora! In the edition of May 30th, you draw
attention to the names of men killed in the Second World
War. The two men with the surname of Dawson were
brothers, sons of Mr. and Mrs. Dawson who operated
Dawson's Grill, which was on Yonge Street, opposite the
Library. Angus was the oldest of the family and I didn't
know him personally, but Charlie was a friend of both my
husband and myself. He died in 1943, about November
or December, in the invasion of Italy and he was in some
special service corps.

The Kings were also brothers, and their father was a
bank manager with our Bank of Montreal. Twin brothers,
Dale and Perry, were in the Air Force, and another broth-
er, Bill, was in the army and I do not remember which one 
survived. Mrs. King (mother) lived in Aurora, after her 
husband died, in the red brick house just south of where
Shoppers Drug Store is.

Hope this information is of some interest.
Yours truly,
Doris M. Pringle
Aurora

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

"Goodbye" is the hardest word to say.
If Rosalyn Gonsalves, the retir ing General

Manager of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce didn't
know this before, she certainly does now.

Earlier this month, the Aurora Chamber of
Commerce honoured Rosalyn with a retirement
party.

It was an evening that unfolded much like a family
photo album, evoking both laughter and tears as the
pages were turned back 21 years.

"How," she asked, "in a brief speech, does one
capture the past 21 years?  Especially, when those
years have been so meaningful."

A tall order, indeed.
But the past presidents tr ied, l ining up in

sequence of reign to share memories of Rosalyn -
treasured snapshots of an unforgettable year under
the tutelage of a woman none of us ever dared
under-estimate!

It all began in 1985, when Brian Butler awarded
Rosalyn the plumb job with the glorious title: part-
time receptionist. It paid a whopping $4 per hour,
and included a few perks…things like basking in the
prolific oratory of such illustrious board members as
John West and Dick Illingworth.

Needless to say, Rosalyn made it through the tri-
als and tribulations of telephone duty and spent the
next two decades screaming: "The Aurora Chamber
Of Commerce is NOT a department of the Town of
Aurora!"

Anyone who mentioned the two organizations in
the same…um, paragraph…was likely to put Rosalyn
into a mood.

Some women get PMS. Rosalyn gets HSM -
"Home Show Mood".

Since 1987, when then President Barbara
Stoecklin organized the first Home Show, HSM has
come into full bloom every spring, flaring in the final
frantic frenzy of setting up what has become the
finest Home & Garden Show in the region.

Some say that Past President Caroline Rowan had
a magic calming influence on Rosalyn, and it must be
true.

Over the years, Caroline survived the equivalent
of 13 24-hour days in the ticket booth with Rosalyn -
and lived to tell about it!

Others say that Rosalyn's three-day confinement
in the booth itself was therapeutic, but all of us
agree: that was the only time we ever saw the lady in
a container with a lid on it.

Occasionally, Rosalyn got HSM out of season.
Like when David Griffith suggested the Chamber

of Commerce take over Aurora's postal service.
Immediately, the Chamber's colours went from

blue to red! 
Later, when Ron Wallace's idea of holding a Street

Sale to celebrate the 200th anniversary of Yonge
Street became an annual event, the "Home Show
Mood" became a semi-annual event.

And, of course, rodents have always been able to
get the fur flying.

Once, a raccoon climbed onto the roof of the old
Chamber building and fell through one of the sky-
lights.

Rosalyn could always be counted on to handle all
sorts of unexpected upsets and emergencies on a
daily basis, but she drew the line at masked intrud-
ers.

Then President Robin Tidd was immediately called
in to perform his presidential duty, which, Rosalyn
insisted, included rodent removal responsibility.

In the years that followed, a new (rodent-resistant)
building for the Chamber made its way from
Rosalyn's wish list onto the Board's do list.

Since the Aurora Chamber of Commerce was revi-
talized by Eric Smith and Vic Priestly in the early
1980s, it has grown into one of the most active,
vibrant, prosperous trade associations in Ontario.

And after 21 years, most of us can't imagine the
Aurora Chamber of Commerce without Rosalyn's
passionate dedication and contagious commitment.

She has been the spirited leader, motivator, coach
and inspiration that the Chamber has needed, and it
is widely agreed that whatever Rosalyn may have
lacked in subtlety, she more than made up in integri-
ty.

Thus, Rosalyn has earned the admiration, respect
and affection of her staff, past and present Board
members, and the business community at large.

She will be missed.
We wish her all the best as she heads for

Barbados to be met with such onerous daily chal-
lenges as deciding what time to go the beach, which
bathing suit to wear, and how often to reapply sun-
screen.

In parting, Rosalyn leaves us with 21 meaningful
years … and the realization that "Goodbye" really is
the hardest word to say.

Especially when it looks like we will miss her more
than she will miss us!

Cathy Vrancic welcomes e-mail at:
cathyvrancic@hotmail.com

or laughingmatters@aci.on.ca

Goodbye, Rosalyn 

Letter to the Editor

Cathy’s 
Corner

Resident answers
questions about 
soldiers, airmen

To the editor,

(1)    Thou shall not stay longer than two terms.
(2)    Thou shall not over tax.
(3)    Thou shall always remember; the government has 

no money.
(4)    Thou shall be aware money comes from taxpayers.
(5)    Thou shall not forget who gave you your position.
(6)    Thou shall not forget to be honest.
(7)    Thou shall not lie to taxpayers.
(8)    Thou shall not hold secret meetings.
(9)    Thou shall remember a surplus is over-taxation.
(10)  Thou shall remember you can be replaced.

Hugh Allen
Aurora

Ten commandments 
for our politicians

Front Porch
Perspective
By Stephen Somerville 



BOUQUETS to Newmarket/Aurora MP Belinda Stronach
for co-chairing the landmark Montreal Millennium
Promise Conference designed as a call to action
about child poverty and social justice issues.

BOUQUETS to Belinda for launching the Spread the Net
campaign to stem the spread of malaria in Africa, the
#1 killer of children in Liberia and Rwanda, with the
nets, sold for $10 each, protecting more than two mil-

lion people from disease carrying mosquitoes.

BRICKBATS for the voting arrangements at the Dr. G. W.
Williams Secondary School as the walk from the
parking lot through the school to the gym where

the voting took place was too long, especially for seniors with
walkers and the gym was very cold for election workers.There
must be better places!  

BOUQUETS to Mattamy Homes for donating $1 million to
the recently renovated YMCA in Oakville. As
Mattamy Homes will soon be building in Aurora,
hopefully a member of council will remember the

Oakville gift and arrange something similar for Aurora, maybe
a Youth Centre.

BRICKBATS to the Ontario Heritage Society for allowing
the childhood home of Sir Frederick Banting in
Alliston, bequeathed to the Society in 1999, to fall

into disrepair and near collapse. Now the Ontario Heritage
Foundation is negotiating with the municipality to purchase the
property and transfer it to Mattamy Homes. Sounds familiar as
it's like the High Tor property in Aurora.This is Heritage, Ontario
style!

BOUQUETS to David Peirce for his letter to the Auroran
pointing out the lack of a sidewalk from Bayview
Avenue to Leslie Street to provide pedestrian access
to the new recreation complex. Add in a bicycle path

for cyclists and include these items in the town's 2007 capital
budget.

BRICKBATS to the federal Liberal Party for inviting U.S. for-
mer presidential candidate Howard Dean, the
Screamer, to be the keynote speaker at the

Leadership Convention in Montreal, when there must be many
Canadians more suitable, but far away fields seem to look
greener.

BOUQUETS to the Dalton McGuinty Liberal government for
flip-flopping on their controversial provision in their
anti-dropout legislation that would have required
teens up to 18 years of age to prove they were still in

school to get a driver's licence. With an election in the offing,
they have to listen.

BRICKBATS to a justice system which believes the death
of two people, by two motorcycle drivers, in a road
race, who were charged with a crash that killed

their motorcycle friend and a passenger in a car, was worth six
months of house arrest, 18 months of probation and a two-year
driving ban. Obviously life is cheap in the justice system.

BOUQUETS to the "Posties" of York Region and other
areas for marching in front of local Santa Claus
parades gathering letters from children on the parade
route addressed to Santa Claus at his address North

Pole HOH OHO.

BRICKBATS to the Ontario Power Authority for paying
twenty-eight pre-approved stakeholders $1,500 a
day, plus expenses, to participate in its consulta-

tions on a new Integrated Power System, while at the same
time sending an 83-year-old woman a rebate cheque for 26
cents.

BOUQUETS to a member of regional council who will initi-
ate a debate for the direct election of the regional
chairman, in an attempt to convince regional council
to hold a referendum to obtain input during the next

municipal election, which is to come in four years.

6 - AURORAN, Week of November 28, 2006

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationali-
ties
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Letters to the Editor

we know you want
real service from real people.

statefarm.ca • State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
Canadian Head Office: Scarborough, Ontario

That’s State Farm®. Don’t trust just anyone
to insure your car, see me.

Peter Virtanen, CLU
220 Industrial Parkway South
Aurora, ON L4G 3V6
905.727.8400

P02032CN 04/02

For all your Auto, Home and Life insurance needs see State Farm Agent. 

PETER VIRTANEN, CLU
220 Industrial Pkwy S. Unit 37 
(Across from Aurora Hydro) 

905-727-8400

That’s State Farm® Don’t trust just anyone to 
insure your car, see me.

By DICK ILLINGWORTH

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Free coffee 
Everlasting life.
Yes, membership

has its perks.
TRINITY ANGLICAN WELCOMES YOU!

79 Victoria Street, Aurora   (905) 727-6101
www.trinityaurora.ca

Services: 8:00 a.m.   *9:15 a.m.   *11:00 a.m.
*Church School and Nursery are available

Jazz Vespers on the last Sunday of each month at 7 p.m.

BRYAN BLACK
Sales Representative

Bus: 905-727-1941
Direct: 905-726-8091 

15004 Yonge St.
Aurora, ON L4G 1M6

“Picture your house sold”

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome

White poppies are not a scam, says reader
To the editor,

Re: "White poppies a
scam", letter to the edi-
tor, Auroran, Nov. 21.

According to William
Devins, white poppies
are a scam. I would like
to clarify a few things
with regard to the white
poppy before everyone
takes what Mr. Devins
has to say at face value.

I have been wearing
the white poppy along
side the red poppy for
several years now.

This is not a dis
against our veterans and
I am sorry that Mr.
Devins and possibly oth-
ers see it that way. I have
been to every
Remembrance Day
parade since I moved to
Aurora in 1997.

I think what Canadian
soldiers have done and
continue to do is
extremely heroic.

In the memory of all
those who fought in wars
I proudly wear the red
poppy.

The white poppy, Mr.
Devin may not be aware,
has been around since
1933, though perhaps
not as well known in this
country.

There is a saying
around Remembrance
Day: "Lest we forget". I

do not think this refers
only to the soldiers who
died in war.

It refers to the total
cost of war which is
tremendous. Indeed if it
only referred to the loss
of military lives then we
might be led to believe
that the cost of war is
drastically diminishing.

While WWII saw the
loss of 24 million soldiers
lives on all sides, it also
saw the loss of over 32
million civilians (not
including the victims of
the Holocaust).

The Korean War saw
132,000 soldiers die, but
(also) several hundred
thousand civilians.

In the first Gulf war
only 345 soldiers died
(none Canadian) but
there were many thou-
sand civilians.

In an age when mili-
tary force is so strong, to
not consider the other
significant costs could
easily lead us to forget
what Remembrance Day
is all about.

Indeed I strongly
believe that is exactly
what happened in the
United States, and that
conceit was a direct
cause of the American
second Gulf War.

You are r ight Mr.
Devin. The Red Poppy
does belong to the veter-

ans, and I wear it proudly
in their memory.

But with fewer and
fewer of these veterans
around to remind us of
the cost of war, we need
the white poppy which
reminds us of all the
other, and now signifi-

cantly greater, costs of
war. It is Remembrance
Day.

Let us not forget any-
thing or anyone that this
day memorializes.

Darryl Moore
Aurora

Tomlinson letter
inspired family
To the editor,

Re:“Affluent Aurora a dif-
ficult place to be poor”, letter
to the editor, The Auroran,
Nov. 14.

Our family would like to
thank DierdreTomlinson for her
letter regarding the Aurora Food
Pantry.

I sat down with my three chil-
dren, Benjamin, 5, Emma, 4,
and baby, William, and read the
letter to them.

We then decided that we
would donate food to the pantry
once a month and that last
Saturday would be our first visit.

The children were so excited
about helping.

It brought a huge smile to my
face to see my children at the
grocery store picking fruit, veg-

etables, juice and granola bars
for families in need.

After shopping we went to
the pantry to drop off the food.
Ben and Emma proudly took a
bag of their own and delivered it
to them.

Before leaving the kind lady
at the desk took down their
names so she could send them
a thank you note.

No words were needed
when we left the building and
we all smiled at each other and
did the "Family High Five".

Thanks, Dierdre, for remind-
ing all of us to give generously
especially during the holiday
season.

Sherry, Matthew,
Benjamin, Emma
and William Salhani
Aurora 
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The answer to that question really depends on … you.
If you have muscle tension, arthritis, sports injuries, 
pregnancy discomfort, tendonitis, or circulatory 
problems then give us a call. There’s a good chance 
we can do something to help 

“What can we do for 

You?” Andrea Sodonis, R.M.T.
andrearmt@standrewschiro.ca 

ST. ANDREW’S CHIROPRACTIC & WELLNESS
15570 Yonge St. Unit 5 (Arch Plaza)   905.727.6500 

Chiropractic, Sports Injury Rehab, Custom Orthotics 
Registered Massage Therapy, Homeopathy 

Work/Auto Injuries

www.standrewschiro.ca 

24 Allaura Blvd., Units 2 & 3, Aurora, Ont. L4G 3S5

Ph: (905) 726-1733 

HONDA & TOYOTA 
SERVICE CENTRE

EVERY FIFTH 
OIL CHANGE IS FREE!

YOUR JAPANESE 
IMPORT SPECIALIST 

Serving Aurora for the past 10 years!

We have SNOW TIRES 4 U!
VANCE AUTOMOTIVE LTD.

OPEN LATE ON THURSDAYS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE

“Quality creates its own demand”

BOXED  
GREETING CARDS
CUSTOM–CORPORATE CARDS

$15.00
per Box

Habitat for Humanity Greeting Cards
Also available at

EMBASSY GREETING CARDS
220 Industrial Pkwy. S. Unit 38

Tel: 905-841-9700

To view the collection visit us at,

www.embassygreetingcards.com
Created by Aurora Artists 

Aurora winter scenes available
All Cards Created and Printed in Canada

Bathroom 
& Kitchen Accessories

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

905-505-1246
lighthouseavgroup.com

CALL AURORA’S AUDIO/VIDEO INSTALLATION EXPERTS

NEED HELP?

FREE Consultations

Kelly Malehmir 
Mortgage Specialist

416-417-8838
Rates are on the 
rise...call now!

Northwood Mortgage 9050 Yonge St., Ste. 501, Richmond Hill

past 15 years.
Average revenue from the

bingo has been $25,000 to
$30,000 a year, used solely for
the operation of the show and
fair. Revenue is down in 2006
due to the no-smoking bylaw,
but the proceeds are still
needed to finance the event
because sponsorship money
is also down.

Now the provincial Alcohol
and Gaming Commission
(AGCO) has ruled the
Agricultural Society does not
qualify to use bingo proceeds
for the operation of the fair.

Secretary/Treasurer Sue
Browne told the audience that
in the past the Town had des-
ignated the Society under the
Heritage and Culture category
of the legislation, which per-
mitted the Society to spend
the bingo revenue on various
fair events.

In 2005 the AGCO re-clas-
sified the Aurora Fair and
placed it in the Enhancement
of Youth category which would
limit the Society from using the
proceeds as required.
Instead, the Society is
required to use the funds for
direct sponsorship of youth,
such as donating the pro-
ceeds to a 4H Club, which was
one of the reasons for holding
the public meeting.

Second Vice-President
Lori Doerner provided an
explanation of the expenses
incurred in putting on the show
and fair including the rental of

tents, an on-site medical offi-
cer, security, town permits, toi-
let rentals, entertainment and
horse show, totalling about
$50,000.

Director David Blanchard
stressed the need for volun-
teers. Because of the short-
age of manpower, members of
the board of directors have
been running one or two
events by themselves and
many are becoming burned
out as the workload is too
heavy for one person.

While some volunteers,
especially the youth, are avail-
able during the days of the
event, the need exists for vol-
unteers to be available during
the year for the planning and
organizing the events for the
coming Fair.

Associate Director Richard
Ruddock spoke about spon-
sors and pointed out that,
compared to other fairs in
Ontario, the Society's spon-
sorship income is a much
smaller percentage of total
income and it is becoming
more and more difficult to get
a monetary commitment from
local businesses.

He listed some long time
supporters of the Society and
pointed out the list was provid-
ed in the annual Horse Show
and Fair program.

Society members and
directors provided an overview
of the many activities and pro-
grams that are carried out 
during the event, with several
responsible for two or 

more events.
In response to a question

as to the benefit of the show
and fair to the town, Mr.
MacPherson said that while
such information as to the
Aurora event was not known,
studies of similar events indi-
cate that for every dollar spent,
about five dollars are returned
to the economy of the town
through such things as meals
and accommodation.

It was suggested that appli-
cations be submitted to the
Trillium Foundation and the
Ontario Cultural Attraction
Fund. In response it was noted
that a Trillium Grant had been
previously received and the
Attraction Fund would be
investigated.

Mayor Tim Jones suggest-

ed a partnership with the Town
to obtain sponsors and the
services of the special events
coordinator, which will be fol-
lowed up with the new council.

It was also suggested that
the Society consider establish-
ing  a youth committee which
may assist in obtaining funding
and involve the town's youth
committee.

In response to a question
as to whether other local
Societys were suffering from
the same experiences regard-
ing bingo revenue, the reply
was "yes" and the Association
of Ontario Fairs is taking up
the cause with the govern-
ment.

But the message is: no vol-
unteers - no Society or horse
show and fair.

From page 1

Aurora - there’s more to the name
By DICK ILLINGWORTH

If you're from Aurora and
travelling anywhere in the
world, it is quite possible that
someone will ask you where
Aurora is located. The normal
answer is, "Just north of
Toronto".

Another answer might be
that Aurora is located on Yonge
Street, the longest street in the
world, which was completed
through Aurora to Holland
Landing in 1796.

Or you might say that
Aurora was in the centre of
Rebel Country during the upris-
ing of 1837.Many early settlers
of the little hamlet, then called
Machell's Corners, took up

arms and followed William Lyon
Mackenzie in his abortive
attempt to bring responsible
government to Upper Canada.

McLeod's Tavern, at the
north end of Aurora, was
seized by Loyalist forces during
the skirmish. Several years
later, Mackenzie's supporters
held a testimonial dinner for
him in Aurora's Temperance
Hall and presented him with a
gold medal.

One of his supporters was
Charles Doan who is credited
with naming Aurora and
becoming the village's first
Reeve, in 1863. Doan was
arrested and, during his period
in jail, carved a little wooden
box that was later presented to

the Aurora Museum by his
descendents.

Or you might want to brag
about Aurora being the Head of
Rail in 1853 when the first
steam engine in Upper Canada
chugged its way from Toronto
to Aurora. There is a provincial
plaque at the Aurora railway
station to mark the event.

Aurora was also the site of
George Brown's famous "Rep
by Pop" speech in the
Temperance Hall in the 1850s,
which helped lay the ground-
work for Canadian
Confederation in 1867.

Then, in 1874, Edward
Blake, later the leader of the
federal Liberal Party, used the
Aurora Drill Hall as the location

for what is now known as his
"Aurora Speech", which spelled
out the basic principles of the
Canada First Party, a national-
ist movement aimed at widen-
ing Canada's self-government.

Aurora was also the boy-
hood home of former Canadian
Prime Minister and Nobel Prize
winner Lester B. Pearson. His
father, Edwin Pearson, was
minister of the Aurora United
Church.

Young Pearson attended
the historic Church Street
School where, it is understood,
the other kids called him
"Smart pants" because he
knew the Roman numerals.

Mazo de la Roche, author of
the Jalna books, knew Aurora

well as she often visited rela-
tives here as a child.

As Aurora was one of the
first municipalities in the area to
celebrate July 1st as a commu-
nity civic party, it became

known as "Canada's Birthday
Town".

So, instead of answering
"just north of Toronto", tell the
questioner a little bit about
Aurora.

Agricultural Society at crossroads,
volunteers desparately needed 
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Wellington at Yonge (Behind T. D. Bank)

Aurora   •   905-751-1118

•  Cappuccino/Latte
•  Variety of Desserts

•  Hot Table Lunches
•  Free Reg. Coffee  

with mention of this ad.

GRAND OPENING

Part Two

High Tor future is still in doubt 
By DICK ILLING-

WORTH           

There was standing
room only at the Oct. 14,
1998, council meeting with
most of the people in atten-
dance there to hear about a
development proposal that
wasn't on the agenda.
Thirteen citizens had
arranged delegation status
to speak on the proposed
development for the High
Tor property.

Prior to hearing the dele-
gations, Mayor Tim Jones
advised them that no formal
application had been
received from the Heritage
Foundation.

He added the Foundation
was reviewing comments
made at the public meeting
before developing a propos-
al to present to the town.

Presentations were
made by Susan Walmer,
Stephen Granger, Gary
Fernandes, Lisa Philpot,
Walter Mestrinaro, Bryan
Moir, Anthony Gabriele,
Brian MacEachern, Guy
Poppe, Mario Paolucci,
Leonard Vanspall, Robert
Fraser and Peter Broughton.

Their stories were much
the same and similar to the
comments made at the pub-
lic meeting.

Some asked council to
be proactive and establish a
public committee to explore
options and send a strong
message to the Foundation.

Others requested that
council oppose any devel-
opment on the property.

While some members of
council were prepared to
merely receive the presen-
tations as information, one
councillor was successful in
having all presentations
referred to staff to investi-
gate what options might be
available when a develop-
ment application was
received.

In November, 1998,
council was asked to take a
more active stand in the
High Tor controversy and
place a heritage easement
on the property to block
development in accordance
with the Ontario Heritage
Act.

As a result of the public
opposition to the most
recent proposal the founda-
tion delayed submitting a
development proposal and
by the end of 1998 the fate
of the heritage lands was
still unknown.

On Jan. 27, 1999, an
Ontario Heritage
Foundation representative
appeared before council to
present the foundation's lat-
est proposal for the Smith
High Tor property.

The proposal included a
gift to the town of a signifi-
cant portion of the land for a
park, and to sell the remain-
der of the property.

Proceeds from the sale
of the property would be
used to support the park
and other heritage proper-
ties in Aurora and across
Ontario in memory of Anne
Bartley Smith.

Several residents, includ-

ing Richard Himel, Mrs.
Smith's only son, objected
to the proposed develop-
ment of a portion of the
property, as being contrary
to the wishes of the donor.

As a result in February,
1999, council appointed an
ad hoc committee with three
members of council and
three citizens, two represen-
tatives from the foundation
and the town's planning
director in an attempt to
reach a mutual agreeable
solution.

The mandate for the
committee was to investi-
gate the dedication of the
lands, funds and other
details pertaining to the
foundation's proposal.

Council appointed
Councillors John West, Bill
Hogg and Phyllis Morris to
represent council on the
committee and advertised to
request applications for citi-
zen membership, of which
one member was to repre-
sent environmental issues.

The committee engaged
an independent legal firm
on behalf of the town to pro-
vide an opinion as to the
legal right of the foundation
to dispose of part of the land
for development.

The solicitor was also
asked to provide an opinion
regarding the utilization of
the proceeds from the sale if
completed.

In her presentation to
council, solicitor Kimberly
Morris said she had applied
the rules of interpretation of
wills to the Smith's will.

As a result, it was her
opinion that it was Smith's
intention that the gift of High
Tor was to be held in trust
for a purpose beneficial to
the community as a whole.

She added a court would
most likely find that the gift
would be deemed to be a
charitable trust.

Such a finding would
restrain the ability of the
foundation to deal freely
with High Tor and would
confine the foundation to its
objects and powers stated
in the legislation.

She also noted that if the
foundation were able to sell
the lands, it was her opinion
that the funds should be
used to maintain and pre-
serve the remainder of
HighTor.

In May, 1999, Darren
Poncelet appeared before
council to ask a series of
questions about the work
and the process of the coun-
cil/citizen committee review-
ing the will of the late Anne
Bartley Smith.

He expressed concern
about the committee meet-
ing in private for what was
claimed to be sensitive
issues and asked that the
so-called sensitive issues
be clarified.

He also asked why the
town was even considering
an agreement with the OHR
to develop a portion of the
Smith lands especially as
they were located on the
Oak Ridges Moraine.

His presentation was
referred to the council/citi-

zen committee.
At the June 23, 1999,

council meeting Councillor
John West said a copy of
the legal opinion had been
forwarded to the foundation
and the committee was
waiting for a response.

By the end of August,
1999, it appeared a legal
battle was brewing over the
Smith property.

Heritage foundation
spokesman Alexis Mantell
insisted the development
proposal would never have
been submitted, if the foun-
dation's lawyers hadn't
believed it would stand up to
a legal challenge.

She added the founda-
tion lawyers were still study-
ing the town's legal opinion.

While she didn't elabo-
rate, it appeared as if the
foundation planned to pro-
ceed with the proposed
development.

In late September, 1999,
foundation solicitor David
Steele advised that he dis-
agreed with the town's legal
opinion.

He said there were no
provisions or other restric-
tions, expressed or implied,
contained in the will that
would constrain the ability of
the foundation to deal freely
with High Tor.

After several meetings of
the High Tor committee, a
report was endorsed at the
May 9, 2000, council meet-
ing that the offer of the gift of
parkland to be declined.

The reason given was
that the committee and the
foundation representatives
were unable to establish
common ground regarding
the proposal.

In February, 2001, the
foundation advised the town
that it had no plans to sell
any of the land at that time.

Due to extensive vandal-
ism to the Smith home, the
foundation requested a
demolition permit, as the
condition of the home pre-
sented a public safety haz-
ard.

The request brought a
heated response from
Richard Himel, Mrs. Smith's
only son.

He said he could not
understand the foundation's
cold and cruel history of
dealing with his mother's
property, and how the foun-
dation, dedicated to preser-
vation, would not consider
alternatives to saving the
home.

At the same time,
Councillor West suggested
staff investigate the possibil-
ity of leasing the flat land of
the property for recreational
purposes from the founda-
tion for a 10 to 15 year peri-
od.

Staff wrote to the founda-
tion as directed and Jeremy
Collins of the foundation
agreed to meet with Aurora
representatives in May,
2001. Meetings were held
but no records were kept.

It is understood the foun-
dation told the town it would
lease the property for an
annual rental, but no one
seems to recall the amounts

discussed, which seemed
to range from about
$75,000 to $200,000 a year.

The town wrote again to
the foundation Aug. 20,
2001, enclosing a proposed
concept of playing fields,
soccer pitches and a park-
ing lot.

As the cost of construct-
ing the recreational facilities
was estimated to be
$708,000 the town wanted
a lease of 25 to 30 years.

By July, 2002, the town
was still waiting for a reply.

In February, 2003,
Councillor George Timpson
noted that all the negotia-
tions regarding the Smith
property had been carried
out at the stall level for the
previous two years and sug-
gested it was time to bring it
back to the political level.

He was successful in
obtaining council's support
for the mayor to arrange a
meeting with the Ontario
Heritage Board of Directors
so that members of council
could ensure planning was
being carried out in accor-
dance with council's recom-
mendations.

In November, 2003,
Richard Himel wrote to the
local press to express his
concern about the actions
of Mayor Tim Jones and
Councillors John West and
Bill Hogg to sell off his
mother's property, which
she had wanted to give to
the citizens of Aurora.

In March, 2006, the
Heritage Advisory
Committee asked staff to
contact the Ontario
Heritage Foundation and
request that a copy of Anne
Bartley Smith's will regard-
ing the Bathurst Street
property be forwarded to
the committee.

When the committee
report came to council, it
was pointed out that the
town had previously
received a copy and it
should be available in the
files.

The future of the High
Tor property was also dis-
cussed as a possible site
for providing badly needed
soccer fields and it was
agreed that the Foundation
be asked to respond to the

town's previous request.
The awakened interest in

the High Tor property was
the recent sale of three
acres of the property to York
Region for an in-ground
reservoir and pump house
as part of the project to
bring Lake Ontario water to
the region at a cost of
$384,375.

In May, this year, town
officials once again asked
the Ontario Heritage Trust to
lease part of High Tor to be
used for recreational lands.

According to Himel, the
property was the site of an
Indian village and archeolo-
gists have found evidence of
19th century farming.

According to Trust offi-
cials the resources will con-
tinue to be protected and
the integrity of the property

maintained.
Then last September the

issue was before council
again when questions were
asked of the Foundation
officials and the region as to
the future use of the
$384,375 purchase price
and if it would be used
exclusively to maintain the
remainder of the property.

Foundation officials
made it clear that the trust
would fulfill its mandate to
ensure the conservation of
the property, but the board
of directors, under the
Ontario Heritage Act has full
authority over the lands,
including its sale and use of
the proceeds.

The future of the High Tor
lands is still in doubt and the
land remains vacant in the
southwest part of Aurora.

Why pay for office overhead 
when all you need is office help
from Virtual Option?   Save up
to 50% on administration and 
sales support, versus the cost of  
hiring full or part-time help. 905-841-9364 

Email: info@virtual-option.com   
www.virtual-option.com 

Independent Living
You Don’t Have to Do It Alone!

At Graceful Living Inc., we help guide you through the many options for senior homecare 
and make the decisions that are right for you and your family.  We provide a variety 

of services that help seniors maintain their independence right at home.

Whether you need just a few hours a week or full-time 24 hour care, call us today...WE CAN HELP

Personal Care: 
• Exercise
• Bathing & grooming assistance 
• Medication reminders 
• Toileting assistance 
• Dressing assistance 
• Oral hygiene assistance 

Accompaniment/
Transportation 
• Professional visits 

(doctor/dentist)
• Social events
• Church
• Shopping/Banking

Companionship:
• Conversation/socializing 
• Pet care assistance
• Walks and strolls 
• Playing games/cards
• Reading

Homemaking
• Meal planning & preparation
• Laundry & linen washing
• Vacuuming 
• Light cleaning/housekeeping 
• Grocery shopping
• Running errands

905-727-6200 
15213 Yonge St., Suite 15, 

Aurora, ON L4G 1L8 

www.gracefullivinginc.com

We also offer services to new mom’s and respite care!

Don’t Miss This!! 

Saturday December 9, 2006

  A & D Enterprises
(905) 841-4441

 6 Vata Court, Unit 1
East on Edward Street Off Yonge 
 2nd Street On The Right 

  9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

  New & Used
   Office Furniture Dealer

File Cabinets $75+ 
Desks$100+
Chairs $20+ 
Mirrors $60+ 

Artwork $100+

FURNITURE SALE

ONE DAY ONLY!!!  
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Santa Claus parade comes to Aurora

Auroran photos 
by Rob Schuetze
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Guide to Fine Dining in Aurora

Live Band  
Favours 

Champagne at Midnight 
2 Seatings 5:30 & 8:00 p.m.

Open December 24 - 6 p.m.
Closed December 25 & 26 

Book Now for Christmas Parties

New Year’s Party 

~ Station House ~
Nightly Specials

LIVE 
BANDS
Friday 

& 
Saturday

124 Wellington St. E. Aurora  •  905-727-8282
www.baldwins.ca

New Year’s Party 

Prime Rib
Friday, Saturday 

& Sunday 
$2300

Come Home for Christmas
and the New Year

Holiday Lunch Menu 

Appetizer 
Mixed organic greens with Oakland Hall’s special dressing 

or 
Hearts of romaine with Caesar dressing, croutons & smoked bacon 

or 
Escargot in a puff pastry with spinach and white wine sauce 

Mains 
Traditional Stuffed Turkey with all the Trimmings 

or 
Braised Beef Short Ribs with a Red Wine Sauce 

or 
Grilled 8 oz. Angus Pride Striploin 

or 
Pork Loin Stuffed with Wild Mushrooms and Goat Cheese 

Served with an Apple Brandy Sauce 
or 

Rainbow Trout with a medley of citrus buerre blanc 
or 

Linguine with grilled prawns, scallops, calamari, mussels, olive oil, 
garlic, sundried tomatoes and fresh herbs 

Choice of dessert 

Coffee or Tea 

$29.95 
per person plus tax and gratuity 

To see our Complete Menu visit 

www.oaklandhallinn.com905-713-6655
16003 Yonge St. Aurora Reserve for New Years Celebration

APPETIZERS

Herb Crust Warm Goat Cheese with Pecan, Organic Greens, Citrus Vinaigrette  7.00
Crab & Shrimp Cakes, Panko Crusted, Roasted Pepper Sauce, Avacado Relish & Corn Salsa 10.00

PASTA & RISOTTO
Homemade Gnocchi, Roasted Sweet Peppers, Basil Smoked Cheese   14.00 

Linguini with Shrimp, Scallops, Mussels, Squid, Salsa Fresca 
and Extra Virgin Olive Oil  20.00 

SEA COURSE

Salmon Filo, Baked Filet in Light Pastry, Leek & Saffron Cream Sauce  20.00 
Pan Seared Ancho Chili Crusted Jumbo Sea Scallop, Risotto and Chipotle 22.00

GRILLED COURSE

Grilled Chicken Breast with Field Mushrooms, Ragout, Brown Rice Pilaf   17.00 
Pan Seared, Rare, King Cole Farm Duck Breast, with Wild Blueberry & Port Reduction 25.00

15150 Yonge St. Aurora (Across from the Library)

905-751-0778

Book 
Now 
For 

Your 
Holiday 

Functions

New Years Eve 
Weekend Party

FRI. DEC. 29  SAT. DEC. 30 

“Pop Cherry” 
SUNDAY DEC. 31 

“Pontune 5” 
Book now for our famous New Years Party
905-727-5100 15474 Yonge St. Aurora 

awshucks.ca

COME ENJOY ALL THE FUN

A
R
A
O
K
E

KHRISTMAS
Every

Saturday 
Night

Christmas Parties 
for up to 

60 people.
Special Menus 

We want to 
accomodate you!

1/2 price wings*...Every Monday & Tuesday Night 
1/2 price pizza*...Every Wednesday Night 
Harry’s Famous Prime Rib*...Every Friday Night * Dine in only

14987 Yonge St.
Aurora, Ont. L4G 1M5 
990055--772277--44118811

Jersey’s would like to remind you, please
DDOONN’’TT  DDRRIINNKK  AANNDD  DDRRIIVVEE

Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays
Seasonal Prime Rib Buffet 

$25.95*per person

Perfect for holiday parties of any size
Available every Friday, Saturday & Sunday nights from 

December 1-22, 2006 

Featuring… Carved Roast Beef, Roast Turkey, Full Salad Bar, An array of
Christmas Sweets including Plum Pudding, English Trifle and much more….

Seasonal Lunch Buffet 
$15.95* per person

During the Month of December -Monday – Friday from 11:30am-1:30pm
Make your reservations now for your group, or just pop in with a friend!

Murder Mystery Evenings
$60.00 per person (including taxes and gratuities)

“Rest You Deadly”
December 7, 15 &16, 2006

Complimentary Hors D’oeuvres,-Extensive Festive Buffet 
featuring Carved roast Beef,

2 Complimentary Drink Tickets per person,  
Sweet Table & Fresh Coffee in the Terrace Lounge Following the Show

New Year’s Eve 2006 Decadent Dinner
$32.99-39.99* per person

This 3 course Menu has something for Everyone 
Join the Gala after for a nominal charge

New Year’s Eve Gala 2006

$160.00 per couple (including taxes and gratuities)
Live Music by Fifth Avenue, Cocktails with Hors D’oeuvres, Extensive Mouth-

Watering Buffet, Midnight Sweet Table, Champagne and Party Favours!  

Christmas Day Buffet, New Years Day Brunch, 
Private Function Rooms & Sunday Brunch

Call or Visit us online

905.727.1312 
www.hojoaurora.com

15520 Yonge  Street, Aurora

FREE SOUP
With every lunch entrée from Tuesday to Friday (all winter) 

CHRISTMAS PARTY CATERING AVAILABLE 
(UP TO 20% OFF FOR LARGE GROUPS)

SUNDAY LUNCH SPECIAL 
up to 20% off your group function’s Sunday Lunch 

Minimum order of $300. Booking required before 2 pm Friday.

Kids eat FREE every Sunday (Call for details)  
•  Seniors receive a 30% discount off their meal every Monday

“Where the flavour begins”

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
15420 Bayview Avenue, Aurora, North of Wellington in the Sobey’s/Zellers Plaza 

Across from the Cineplex Odeon Theatre

841-PURE 7777    8888    7777    3333

Giving you the pure taste of Northern Italy Giving you the pure taste of Northern Italy 

GREAT 
FOOD

GREAT 
WINE

Don’t be chicken, 
check us out!

MONDAY NIGHT
1 1/2 lbs. of Wings

$7.98
from 4 p.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT
15 Wings & fries

$9.98
from 4 p.m.

TUESDAY NIGHT
20 Wings

& a pitcher of beer...
$19.98

from 4 p.m.

over110000 flavours!

S P E C I A L S

HERE’S 
OUR 

COOP

LUNCH SPECIAL
5 wings with fries or salad  •  $4.95 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

15408 Yonge St.
Just north of Wellington beside the new Shopper’s Drug Mart.

NICE AND CLOSE TO THE HOCKEY RINK!
905-841-9229 •  www.cwcoops.comWellington St. W. Yo

ng
e

S
t.

Aurora Hts.

*
Aurora 

Comm. Ctr.

Ribs, Wings
& Things

NOW OPEN IN AURORA

Wellington Street
Yo

ng
e

S
tr

ee
t

East on Wellington  to 
Bayview. North to 

Bayview plaza on the 
west side.

Lots of parking right out front.

South on Yonge
past Kennedy – 
on the east side.
Lots of parking

Yonge and Aurora Heights.
West side of Yonge

Lots of parking

West side of Yonge 
at Aurora Heights.

Lots of parking

East on Wellington
beside the railroad

tracks. Lots of 
parking

South on Yonge just past Tyler St.
on the West side.

Lots of parking in back.

Brookland Ave.

NEW

S
Murray Dr.

Just north of Wellington, 
on the West side of Yonge.

Lots of parking 
in front and back

Just South of St. John’s 
on the East side of Yonge.

Lots of parking 
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Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only). 
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or email your ad to classifieds@auroran.com  •  More than 76,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

CLASSIF IEDS

CLASSES • SEMINARS • WORKSHOPS • COURSES 
– DIRECTORY –

PET SITTING

INDOOR & OUTDOOR SERVICES

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish.
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

THE UPS STORE

MON. - SAT.  10 - 4 
SUN.  12 - 4

75 Mary Street, Unit 3 
905727-3300

GIANT
BOOK 

STORE
IN AURORA

HOME 

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week. (*This section only) Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or email to: classifieds@auroran.com

RENOVATIONS
EXPERT

• Start to Finish 
we do it all

• Guaranteed Quality 
• On Time and 

to your satisfaction
• Bathroom Specialists 
• Energy Saving 

Improvements.

Marty 416-606-5492

Specials

TINA’S
AESTHETICS

By appt. 416-918-2028
*Tell a friend and receive $10 OFF your next visit.

We use disposable plastic foot bath inserts.

RELAXATION
PACKAGE:

Body Massage
European Facial 
Deluxe Pedicure

Manicure 
$122

WELLNESS
PACKAGE:
European

Facial 
Deluxe Pedicure

Manicure
$92

HOLIDAY
PACKAGE:
Leg Wax 

Deluxe Pedicure
Manicure

$83

(first time customers)

AESTHETICS

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

�

�

�

�

YOGA CLASSES�

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 8 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

�

LEARN HOW TO 
DRAW & PAINT...

just like the Masters

• beginners to advanced

• ongoing classes

• drawing & painting techniques 

• help students prepare portfolios 

for college & art school

• no artistic experience necessary

905-726-8883
Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 

Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV.

www.wellingtongallery.com
mi.design@sympatico.ca

� BOOKS � CLEANING CONSTRUCTION�

FOR SALE�

EVENT�

H A R R I S  
HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS

FREE ESTIMATES

Jeff 905-713-0325
or, 905-716-2214

Professional home repairs 
& renovations. Carpentry,

painting, 
plastering, ceramics,

floors, windows 
& doors etc.

~WE DO DECKS &
FENCES~

A&H CONSTRUCTION 
& MAINTENANCE 

905-726-2894

• Renovations  
• Additions 

• Finished Basements
• Decks   •  Painting

• Seniors 10% OFF

I’LL PICK UP YOUR SCRAP
cars and trucks at no charge, and in some

cases, pay you for them. All deals negotiable

SCRAP WANTED

Call 905-751-3019 

S W I M M I N G
INSTRUCTION By
Yvonne Cattrall, -
Masters World Record
holder, 40 years’ expe-
rience, certified Red
Cross Instructor. Year
round, all levels, 3-4
maximum in class. 905-
841-3450

HELP WANTED

SWIMMING LESSONS�LEARN TO DRAW�

THE AURORAN
DELIVERS

915,000 COPIES 
PER YEAR

Advertise in Auroran Classifieds 
all year as low as $10/wk.

(This section only)

Consistency is the key to 
successful advertising.

We are here to assist you

7 DAYS A WEEK

905-727-7128

RIDING LESSONS�

OFFICE FOR RENT,
Yonge and Mosley
area. For more informa-
tion, call Telly at 905-
717-4073.

LATIN/BALLROOM
DRAWING CLASS All
level small group
English and Chinese.
Call Yun Hong at 
9 0 5 - 7 1 3 - 3 6 5 0
http://www.yhar tstu-
dio.com.

���

Ft. Myers
Beach 

FLORIDA
• 2 Bedroom 
• 2 bath
• Fully Equipped 
• Across From Beach

CHRISTMAS
SPECIAL

905-841-8965
www.captainsbay.com

CONDO 
FOR RENT

PET SITTING IN MY
HOME - Dogs cuddled &
loved. $20/day. Cats
pampered. $10/day. Yes. I
do house calls.
References available.
905-859-2489

NEW CAMERA CLUB�

FLOWERS�

THERAPY�

PLACY OF PRAYER� RETIREMENT ANNOUNCEMENT�

SPECIAL CARE�

FOR RENT �

FOR RENT SOUTH�

�

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Call for free estimate

Call Farhad 416-885-8202 

Painting?

RRRR&&&&RRRR
REVISITED

HANDYMAN�

CARPET - I have several
thousand yards of new
S t a i n m a s t e r
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet your
living room & hall for
$389. Price includes car-
pet, pad and installation
(30 square yards). Steve
905-898-0127.

94 TEMPO $500 or best
offer.Please call 905-727-
8808

QUALITY WORK
REASONABLE RATES
ALL JOBS  ANY SIZE 

SHORT NOTICE
SENIORS DISCOUNT

STEVE  
416.723.8690

BOWTIE 
HANDYWORK &
RENOVATIONS

P S Y C H O T H E R A P Y

A compassionate, understanding 
therapist can help ease your distress. 

Don’t struggle alone.

Luanne Jakobi
Psychotherapist
905/726-4341

Aurora

Are you feeling 
sad, lonely,

anxious,
empty...

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING 
COMPANY 

IS LOOKING FOR FT/PT. 
Rapidly growing company, team leader 
positions available, vehicle an asset, 

kms paid, competitive wages.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

CLEANERS WANTED

Want to 

Relieve
Anxiety
Fast?

Read about guaranteed
natural treatments at

book-titles.ca

DANCE�SEMINAR�

The Town of Aurora will be co-ordinating the

Salvation Army 
Christmas 

Kettle Drive 
in the Town of Aurora again this year. We are

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS
16 years of age or older 

unless accompanied by an adult.

Please contact Info Aurora at 

905-727-8214
for available dates and locations.

If interested, email
rob@auroraonline.com
Indicate skill level,
camera and main 
topics of interest.

AURORA 
DIGITAL 

CAMERA CLUB

for 

supporting 

AURORAN 

CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISERS

Flower
arrangements 

for sale or rent.

FOR ANY OCCASION 
905-727-9773

Please leave a message 

COLD 
PORCELAIN/SILK

DR.G.W.WILLIAMS
H I G H  S C H O O L
HOLIDAY CONCERT,
December 7th, 7.00
p.m. Tickets $5.00
Raffle P r i z e s !
A l s o Performing:
Regency Acres, Aurora
G r o v e ,  H i g h v i e w,
Whitchurch-Stouffville
Public Schools

Hairdresser
needed 

Full Time 
Part Time

Please call:
905-727-1369

HELP
WANTED

HOUSE FOR RENT
Newmarket 4 bed-
rooms. 2 story. Brand
new wood floors, bath.
Fresh paint. Deck.
$1,390 plus utilities per
month. Dec. 1st. 416-
305-5142

Weekly Dance Practice 7 - 10 p.m. – $7/night
Starting THURS., NOV. 16, 2006

Lions Hall, 33 Mosley 
International latin/ballroom style music

~ TEENAGERS AND UP ~ 
For more information call or visit: 

SteveMillerDance.ca or call 416-439-6557

Weekly Dance Class 8 - 10 p.m.
MON., NOV. 6 - DEC. 11 2006 

Aurora Canadian Legion 
Class- only $55 for 6 weeks

International Style Latin/Ballroom  

• Dance Classes
• Dance Practice
• Monthly Dances

New

With Steve

Register NNOOWW for the next dance: Dec. 16, 2006 - AURORA LEGION

15213 Yonge Street, Suite 15
Aurora, ON L4G 1L8 

905-727-6200
www.gracefullivinginc.com

Full and Part-time assignments available 
for PSW’s, recent PSW graduates and 

homecare assistants for work with elderly, 
disabled and new moms.

Own transportation is a definite asset.

Fax your resume to 905-727-0171
Graceful Living Inc. 

Your trusted in-home senior care agency
www.gracefullivinginc.com 905-727-6200

PSW’S AND HOMECARE AIDES

BUSY MAGICUTS
SALON now hiring ft/pt
stylists. Up to $10 - per
hr. Plus commission
company benefits.
Equipment supplied
monthly contrests and
much more. Call Jannie
today. 1-888-888-7778
ext. 2384.

CLEAN WITH CARE experi-
enced efficient, thorough
home cleaning with an added 
personal touch 905-727-
2353

DR. A. W. DIAMOND
RETIREMENT FROM
FAMILY PRACTICE

Dr. Diamond’s medical family prac-
tice is prematurely ending December

1, 2006. If you wish 
further assistance in acquiring 

a new doctor or chart retrieval please
call (905) 727-3181. 

Dr. Diamond, Sandra, Carole and 
Jo-Anne wish to express the warmest

thanks for the kind words, cards, 
and gifts received in 

recognition of our relationship over
the many years. You are friends as

well as patients and will be 
sincerely missed by us all. 

• Bath renovations
• plumbing and 

drain repairs
• new installations

Most available 
after hours &

weekends

LICENSED 
PLUMBER

Call
416 .824.8823

Steve Miller... right here in Aurora

Learn toDancewith professional
dance instructor &
Ontario champion

TICKETS

Thank You

mi.design@sympatico.ca
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SPORTS
BRUCE  

CHAPPELL  
FRANK
METE

9 0 5 - 7 2 7 - 9 4 4 4

You could win up to $10,000 towards
your purchase or lease... or you could
win your new GM vehicle instantly!

We appreciate your business!
Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora  •  905-727-4751

Home Hardware
AURORA

36”W  x 21”D  x 32”H

The
“Ruby”
Gloss
White

GREAT SELECTION OF BATHROOM VANITIES

126 Wellington St. W. •   905-841-1633
New extended hours

(Corner of Haida Dr.) Enter via PHARMASAVE PHARMACY

Wellington Medical 

Walk-in Clinic 
• No Appointment Required 
• Travel, Wart and Acne Clinic
• Online appointment

Book at www.medhelp.ca

Dr. John Fitzsimons

Dr. W. Ateyah 
Now accepting 
new patients

14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

Flowers
by Terry

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

PEIRCE�McNEELY   ASSOCIATES

REAL ESTATE
CIVIL & FAMILY LITIGATION

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL LAW
Wills & Estates
905-727-8900

Offices in Toronto and York Region (Aurora)

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company • Scarborough, Ontario • statefarm.ca™

P060047CN  02/06

It’s time to experience what so many drivers from 
Ontario already have: the personal service and money 
saving discounts they get from their State Farm® agent.

Talk to me today and see how you can save.

Discounts

UP TO 30%
on car insurance.

Allan Cruickshank, Agent,  CFP FLMI
300 Wellington St E
Aurora, ON L4G 1J5
Bus: 905-727-2749
allan.cruickshank.qjbb@statefarm.com

Led by the stellar goal-
tending of Tyler Gordon,
who stopped 32 of 32
shots to record the
shutout, good penalty
killing and an enegetic
team effort from start to 
finish, the Aurora Tigers
made it five straight vic-
tories with their 7-0 win

over the Toronto Junior
Canadiens (formerly the
Wexford Raiders) before
a partisan crowd of over
400 fans at the Aurora
Community Centre.

The penalty kill was
very effective, stopping 9
of 9, while the power play
went one for two.

Leading the scorers
were Joey Mar tin (2
goals & 1 assist), Alain
Goulet (1 goal & 1
assist), Doug Henderson
(1 goal & 1 assist), while
Captain Quinn Waller
recorded 2 assists. Other
goal scorers were Daniel
Michalsky, Mike

Tiger Centre Joey Martin, No. 9, led the Aurora
scoring with two goals and one assist, while team
mate Mike Dahlinger, No.19, contributed a goal to
help blank the Toronto Junior Canadians 7-0.

Photo by Andy Brooks

Gordon’s stellar goaltending 
gives Aurora fifth straight victory

Dahlinger & Jordan
Watts.

In their November 19
game Aurora defeated
the Seguin Bruins by a 7-
1 score

On Saturday the
Tigers played Ajax
before returning home to
participate in the Aurora
Santa Claus Parade.

Tiger Centre Joey Martin, No. 9, led the Aurora scoring with two goals and one assist, while team mate

Mike Dahlinger, No.19, contributed a goal to help blank the Toronto Junior Canadians 7-0.  
Photo by Andy Brooks

A good first period that
included four goals pro-
pelled the Aurora Tigers to a
9-0 victory over the Attack in
Ajax Saturday afternoon.

Matt Beirnes, above,
recorded the shutout stop-
ping all 20 shots sent his
way while Joey Martin and
Doug Henderson continued
their torrid scoring pace
each collecting two goals
with Henderson adding an
assist. Paul Zanette also had
a big outing recording 4
points (1 goal and 3 assists)
while the back end made
their scoring contribution
with Joey Pell and Connor
McGarry each collecting a
goal. Other markers were

Tigers roll over Attack
with 9-0 trouncing

Jordan Watts and Mark
Thorburn.

Next up for the Tigers is
the Spirit in Stouffville on
Thursday while on Friday and

Sunday at home they play
the Newmarket Hurricanes
and Collingwood Blues.
Game times are 7.30 p.m. &
2.30 p.m. respectively.



DAYS 
ONLY2 Wed. & Thurs. 

Nov. 29/30 
9 am to 8 pm

HOWARD JOHNSON HOTEL 15520 YONGE ST., AURORA

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora L4G 6W8 
Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037

Directors:
Brent Forrester - Laura Windover - Rich Kroeger - Gena Maher - Taylor Brown 

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

®

• For Grades 1 through 10
• Program Based on The
Ontario Curriculum
• Free Assessment

We Teach Math
For

Information 
905-841-3699

MONDAY NIGHT
HOCKEY LEAGUE

As at November 21

TEAM W L T       GF GA     PTS

Tom & Jerry’s 7 1 1 32 19 15
LAW Insurance 6 1 2 41 20 14
Priestly Demolition   5 3 1 39 31 11
FPL Aggregates       4 5 0 25 36 8
Highland Chev 3 4 2 35 30 8
Masterclean  3 5 1 25 29 7
Rec Cycle N’ Sports 2 6 1 28 46 5
Baldwin’s 1 6 2 33 37 4

Monday Night Hockey Results
November 20

Baldwins Steakhouse 8 Rec Sports 3
Highlands Chev 8 FPL Aggregates 1

Priestly Demolition 4 Law Insurance 2
Tom & Jerry’s 4 Masterclean 1

Player standings

Player Team G A T
John Yaremko Law Insurance 9 4 13
John Anderson Rec Sports 7 6 13
Ed Kilroy Rec Sports 5 7 12
Mark Sedore Priestly 10 2 12
Kevin O'Keefe Baldwin’s 6 5 11
John Archibald Highland            8 3 11
Scott Crabb Highland 4 6 10
Steve McDonald Law Insurance 5 4 9
Mike Nesbitt Priestly 4 5 9
Bob Ince FPL 4 4 8
Gerald Briand Baldwin’s 4 4 8
Bruce Chappell Highland 3 5 8
Charlie Steenhorse      Rec Sports 1 7 8
Colin Leech Priestly 3 5 8
Ed Jackson Baldwin’s  2 5 7
Brad McMillan Tom & Jerry's 4 3 7
Darryl Thompson Tom & Jerry's 6 1 7
Pat Davies Priestly 3 4 7
Jerome Flanigan Priestly 2 5 7
Pat O'Mahony FPL 3 3 6
Brian Horton Baldwin’s 1 5 6
Peter Briand               Baldwin’s 2 4 6
Darren Yaremko Law Insuranc 3 3 6
Frank Balkovec Law Insurance 2 4 6
Doug Adair Rec Sports 3 3 6
Hugh Alcorn Masterclean 0 6 6
Tom Hussey     Masterclean 3 3 6
Dave McQueston FPL 2 3 5
Chris Neal Highlands 3 2 5
Les Nip Highlands 0 5 5
Dave Holden Tom & Jerry's 2 3 5
Vince Greco Tom & Jerry's 1 4 5
Jerry Mackrell Tom & Jerry's 2 3 5
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In the stage of progress upon which the seniors of Aurora are
now embarked, new liberties of mind and support of community are
embedded.

Now we are incorporated as a not-for-profit association, and gov-
ern ourselves independently to a greater extent than before.

Support of community has been gratifying and, in concert with
our own efforts, we have reached a stage of excellence in manag-
ing our affairs, which is very satisfying and adequate to our needs in
our senior years.Many new members have been attracted and con-
tinue to be attracted.

The new year is the commencement of our membership year
and the next few weeks are the time to renew or to join the Aurora
Seniors Association and get the biggest bang for your membership
bucks.A membership at Christmas, would make an excellent stock-
ing stuffer for any senior and would help keep him or her healthy and
busy with others!

We celebrate throughout the year the feast days and holidays,
the days of commemoration and the special event days during the
year; little escapes our attention and the opportunities to enjoy a
good time are seized with gusto.Few can escape the merriment or
the rejoicing which promotes companionship while enjoying good
times, and the relaxing atmosphere which pervades the seniors
centre wins everybody over to join in the fun.

At this time we are busy with dances, dinners, Christmas lunch-
eons and the myriad of ongoing events which sustain our interest
and curiosity all year long.The Christmas luncheons are almost sold
out and plans are afoot for the New Years dance and for the Cabaret
Show planned for February.

And all the time the activities and programs continue, while oth-
ers with minds blossoming with delightful, pleasure-filled frivolities,
are gleeful in concocting an assortment of novel amusements to
persuade the most discriminating to let down their hair. Anybody
would need a serious bout of melancholy to resist the fun and
games in this seniors centre!

I like to believe that everybody is a portal to the enchantments of
this life;sometimes the portal needs opening, just a little.The amuse-
ments and satisfactions, the laughter, the pleasure we take in each
other, echo the many hearts beating quietly in rhythm, wishing to
gratify their longings for purpose in life with others. Some achieve
happiness seemingly effortlessly, while others need uplifting to
some degree. No matter! When everybody is laughing, everybody
is happy and that is what we treasure, and this seniors centre has
become a house of laughter.

In concluding this article, and on behalf of myself and senior col-
leagues, I would like to extend warm greetings to the members of
the new Aurora Town Council, our very close neighbours.

The new Aurora Town Council will hold its inaugural meeting on
the December 5th and. at 4.00 p.m. will walk across the parking lot
and hold an inaugural ceremony reception in the Seniors Centre.To

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Senior ScapeSenior Scape Seniors Centre is 
a house of laughter

accommodate the reception, the ASA has cancelled all senior activ-
ities for this time period and we wish the new council a very pleas-
ant inaugural ceremony reception.

Their political campaigns were long and arduous, complete with
sleepless nights pondering whether everything was done well that
could be done.Uneasy sleeps the candidate seeking election, or re-
election.The election results, when announced, were devastating or
sheer jubilation, depending on success or not and with no half
measures of emotion for winners or losers.

But life goes on and the winners take their council seats and the
losers lick their wounds.

Hail to the triumphant! Hurrah for the winners! 
And for those who did not win this time, other doors will open and

other opportunities will appear, and with the fortitude and persever-
ance you displayed seeking a council seat, you will find success in
a new venture. I wish you well!
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House League  
Results to 9 a.m. Sunday, November

26

Atom

401 Shoppers Drug Mart Aurora 5.
406 AB Cox Pontiac Buick GMC Atom
House League 1 - Andrew Kaszuba 1G.

402 Orr & Forster Insurance Brokers
4 - Hussain Akbar 1A, Keith Jarvis 3A,
Graham Killby 1G 1A, Joey Stel 1G,
Morgan Walker 1G, Russell Johnson 1G
1A. 405 Laurion Law Office 2 - Tyler
Futterer 1G 1A, Owen Nisbet 1G.

404 All Pro Source For Sports 2. 403
Delph & Jenkins Surveyors 0.

408 Greenpoint Laser Products 4 -
Landon Kirby 1G, Neil Duggan 1G 1A,
Declan Johnston 1G, Andrew Walter 1A,
Corey Young 1G. 407 Dr. Steiners

Drillers 2.

Minor Bantam

701 Pharmasave 4 - Tanner
Brewer 3G 1A, James Forrester 1A,
Dylan Jolivet 1A, Matthew Bishop 1A,
Christian Davies 1G. 703 A.D.C.
Aluminum 4 - Michael Vance 2A,
Mark Tanel 1G, Christian Avolio 1G,
Paul Tuck 2G 1A, Wesley Seminara
1A.

706 Cosentino Produce 6 -
Cameron Annear 1G, Trystan Nelson
1A,  Jonathon Behmer 2G, Lucas
Cristillo 3G, Andrew Cosentino 1A,
Zach Andrews 1A, Alexander Payne
2A, Logan Weber 1A. 704 Mary's
Flower Shop 1 - Curtis Stobo 1G.

708 Perfect Moves 3 - Quinn
Tessarolo 1G 1A, TJ Ground 1G,
Sean Takahashi 1G. 710 2 - Griffin
Slimkowich 1G, Kamran Karamchi 1G,

James Phillips 1A.

Bantam

801 Supreme Collision Centre 5 -
Scott Parry 1A, Adam Stubbs 2G,
Marco Santella 2G, Neil Gaston 1G
1A. 806 Wood Brothers Drywall 1 -
Adam Gitto 1G.

802 Aurora Home Hardware
Building Centre 2 - Anthony Marsillio
2G. 805 Barb Blaser Re/Max 1 -
Scott MacNeil 1G.

Minor Midget

906 Omars Shoes 6. 901 Emilios
Pizza 1 - Trevor McCartney 1A, Derek
Isidoro 1G.

904 Pizza Pizza 5 - Ethan Shore
3G, Jason Nadeau 1G, Kevin Nandlall
1G 1A, James Collett 1A, Michael
Shoesmith 1A. 903 3.

Rep Games
Novice

Aurora Tigers Novice A 3 - Bryan
Manweiler 1A, Cameron Zinner 3G, Sarah
Bellerby 2A, Ethan Cox 1A. TNT Novice A
Novice A 3.

Newmarket Redmen Novice AA 6.
Aurora Tigers Novice AA 1 - Jared Brown
1A, Taylor Kauffeldt 1G.

Aurora Tigers Novice AE 2 - Jake
Schachter 1G, Morgan Frost 1G.
Newmarket Redmen Novice AE 0.

Aurora Tigers Novice AE 6 - Connor
Downs 1G 1A, Brady Futterer 1G 1A, Jake
Schachter 1G, Mathew Tyndall 1A, Morgan
Frost 2G Joshua Brecht 1G. TNT Novice
AE Novice AE 6.

Minor Atom

TNT Minor Atom AE Minor Atom AE
1. Aurora Tigers Minor Atom AE 0.

AAAAuuuurrrroooorrrraaaa    MMMMiiiinnnnoooorrrr     HHHHoooocccckkkkeeeeyyyy    AAAAssssssssoooocccciiiiaaaatttt iiiioooonnnn
Results to 9 AM SundayResults to 9 AM Sunday, November 26 , November 26 

Website: www.aci.on.ca/amha

* One coupon per family. Coupon redeemable for  
a FREE OIL CHANGE, Jan. 1 to Mar. 31, 2007.

FREE OIL CHANGE OFFER also includes oil filter, 
top up fluids where necessary and air pressure check. 

For Service Out of this World
!

297 Wellington St. East 
Unit 10, Aurora 
905-841-8105

135 Davis Drive 
Newmarket 

905-657-1101

3805 Sheppard Ave. East
Agincourt 

416-292-6113

MORE THAN JUST TIRES

FREE OIL CHANGE

Your friends at

We don’t want anyone to be left out in
the cold this winter, so please bring us
any ‘gently used’ sleeping bag, 

blanket or winter coat, with this ad, and we will
issue you a coupon for a free oil change.*

All ‘GENTLY USED’ items 
will be donated to the Womens’ Centre

Most cars and light trucks. See store for details. Some conditions apply.

Light up your life!
Lighting • Fixtures • Fans 

220 Industrial Pkwy. S. 905-841-2832
Call for hours

Great Prices 

AURORA  BRIDGE 
CLUB RESULTS

Week of Nov. 12

Tuesday Nov. 14: N-S 1. Margaret MacFarlane, Paul
MacFarlane. 2. Ata Amiri, Zahra Jafroudi. 3. V. Smereka,
V. Whitworth. E-W 1. Paula Priestly, Peter Donnelly. 2.
Marg Burt, Victor Bailey 3. Linda Lord, Paul Caleb.

Wednesday Nov. 15: N-S  1. George Jordan, Paul
Standbury. 2. Nan McLean, Richard Beetham.

3. Hans Jacobs, Linda Lord. E-W 1. Paul MacFarlane,
Paul Graves 2. Ross Jenkinson, Wallace Browne. 3. Rose
Morrell, Doug Farmer

Thursday Nov. 16: Novice Game 1. Nancy Martin,
Roxy Zurbrigg. 2.Rosemary Nichols, Jeannine Mackie.
3.Phyllis Thompson, Paul Brochu.

Friday Nov 17: N-S 1. George Payment, Ross
Jenkinson. 2. Bob Hull, Peter Blakemore. 3. G e r a l d
Heath, Margaret Farmer. Section  C 1. Pat Leeson, Tom
Keates. E-W 1.Mike MacNeil, Dan MacNeil. 2. Ata Amiri,
Zahra Jafroudi. 3 Shirly Hulbig, Paul Graves. Section C
1. Joseph Chan, Bernie Johnston.

Aurora 

Seniors Centre

York Region 55+

Winter
Games
Duplicate

Bridge Results 

Nov. 15

1st     Eve Dickie, Audrey

Robertson Lucille Sequeira,

Judy Salmon. 2nd   Gloria

Smith, Rose White Carole Bell,

Marg Farmer. 3rd Sue Scott,

Ruth Rea, Anne White, Barbara

Wittmer.

First place winners will

advance to the All Ontario

Senior Games to be held at

Gananoque in February.

The Town of Aurora
Staff Together (TOAST)
Committee has raised
$8,241 at its Annual Silent
Auction and Bake Sale
held at the new Aurora
recreation complex on Nov.
18. The figure represents a
considerable increase from
last year's amount of
$3,500.

TOAST is a small group

of volunteers, from various
offices within the
Corporation of the Town of
Aurora, who organize
fundraising events in order
to raise money for various
local charitable causes.

Proceeds will be donat-
ed to the York Region
Children's Aid Society
“Holiday Gift Program”
which selects various local

families who are unable to
afford a Christmas celebra-
tion for their kids.
Participating organizations
or individuals are then
assigned "Wish Lists" for a
selected number of fami-
lies.

Committee members
have been assigned their
wish lists and, with the
money raised from the craft

table rentals and silent
auction, will purchase gifts
and food for identified fam-
ilies.

For more information,
please contact Ann Clarke
at 905-727-3123, ext.
4370.

Outgoing Regional Council bids goodbye to departing members 
In its final meeting out-

going York Regional council
has said farewell to seven
departing members, four of
whom are retiring and three
who were defeated at the
recent polls.

Before the goodbyes,
Regional Chairman Bill

Fisch listed council's
achievements of the past
term of office, including
public transit, waste man-
agement, new paramedic
stations, increased police
services, low crime rate,
water and sewer projects
and protection of the Oak

Ridges Moraine.
He praised Aurora Mayor

Tim Jones for the latter's 12
years on regional council
and his prudent financial
management as chairman
or vice chairman of the
Finance Committee, as well
as his work as Co-

Chairman of the Character
Community Committee.

In response, Mayor
Jones introduced Mayor-
elect Phyllis Morris who
was in the audience and
said he was leaving with
two requests.

One was that, as Aurora

is close to the 50,000 popu-
lation mark, regional coun-
cil consider granting Aurora
a second representative
and, the second, that a
member of the incoming
council become the
Character Community
Champion as both he and

Mayor Cousins were leav-
ing.

Council members unani-
mously adopted a resolu-
tion thanking the seven
members for their service to
the region and assuring that
the minutes would record
their years as members.

Praise for Mayor Tim Jones

TOAST committee raises over $8,000 
for York Region Children's Aid Society
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For the love of...

15 Mosley Street, Aurora 905-726-3535

NOW OPEN IN AURORA

Stocks on all 
Leading Exchanges

Mutual Funds
Government and
Corporate Bonds

Retirement & 
Investment Planning

Stephen Forsey CIM, FCSI, Investment Representative
JONES, GABLE & COMPANY LIMITED (Member CIPF)

905-726-9343

Homeyra (May) Khorshid
Sales Representative 

HomeLife/Bayview 
Realty Inc. Brokerage

#1 Office in Canada

Bus: 905-889-2200

Cell: 416-669-4243

hkhorshid@trebnet.com

MAY I HELP “YOU”?

Skating
Results

Following are the results
of the 2006 Amherst
Invitational held Nov.18 to19
at Amherst, NY:

Freeskate

Pre-Preliminary A Ladies -
Samantha Duncan (Group
C) 1st. Badge - Courtney
McGrath (Group C) 3rd.
Preliminary A Ladies -

Hailey McGrath (Group A)
1st. Courtney Tidona
(Group B) 4th.

Preliminary B Ladies -
Jihyun Cha 3rd. Alana
Fabbricino  5th. Kendall
Mannella 4th, Taylor
McDowall 6th.

Compulsory Spins:
Pre-Preliminary - Samantha
Duncan (Group B) 6th.
Preliminary - Jihyun Cha
2nd., Courtney Tidona  5th.

Compulsory Jumps:
Pre-Preliminary - Samantha
Duncan (Group B) 4th.

Compulsory Moves:
Badge - Courtney McGrath
(Group C) 1st. Pre-
Preliminary - Samantha

Duncan (Group C) 2nd.
Preliminary - Jihyun Cha
(Group B) 1st, Hailey
McGrath (Group A) 4th,
Courtney Tidona (Group B)
6th.

Basic Skills Level 4:
Caroline Kewley 3rd.

Showcase: Preliminary
Alana Fabbricino 1st, Taylor
McDowall 2nd,  Kendall
Mannella 3rd.

Following are the results
of the 2007 BMO Financial
Group Skate Canada
Central Ontario Sectional
Championships held Nov.16
to 19 at the Tom Graham
Sports Complex in
Richmond Hill:

Pre-Juvenile Women's
Freeskate: Sierra
Chovanec 11th.

Juvenile Men's
Freeskate: Alex Woodward
2nd.

Pre-Novice Women's
Freeskate: Maya Goldman
38th.

Novice Women's
Freeskate: Lauren Cooper
14th, Sarah Gray 33rd.

Thank You
for 

supporting
AURORAN
advertisers
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Individual & Relationship Counselling

Confidentiality Assured
Day and Evening Appointments

!Stress Anxiety !Depression

!Burnout !Grief & Bereavement

!Women's Issues !Self Esteem Issues

!Addictions !Trauma

29 Centre St. West, Richmond Hill

Cora Clearwater R.N.A.
Member of OACCPP

905-726-9218

RUMOURS AND RAMBLINGS

WINEMAKING FLOURISHED IN AURORA
By August, 1981, tucked away in basements around

Aurora were the fruits of a hobby enjoyed by many Aurorans
as they watched their wines mellow and mature.

Home wine making was a popular pastime and most wine-
makers were members of the Aurora Wine Circle started by
Werner and Ursala Roesener in 1974.

The local winemakers often gathered together for wine
tasting to determine what was good and not so good and to
attend the annual Amateur Winemakers of Ontario
Association conference at which contests were held.

Members of the Wine Circle were happy to help new
enthusiasts to the wonders of winemaking.

EMILIOS PIZZA RUNS INTO PLANNING PROBLEMS

Old timers will recall back in May 1990 when Emilio's
Pizza was located in a big house on the east side of Yonge
Street, just north of Centre Street. The Pizzeria is now locat-
ed on Wellington Street East near Mary Street but it was
rough trip to get there.

It looked as if the popular pizza shop would be forced to
close at the end of June that year as the lease on the shop
was to expire and the building demolished for a new devel-
opment at Yonge and Centre Streets. The site is still vacant.

The Pizza owner hoped to move into a shop on the north
side of Wellington Street just east of Yonge Street but council
rejected the application on the basis there was not enough
parking and the proposed location would worsen traffic prob-
lems on Wellington Street   

The new Emilio's was to be part of a commercial complex
just west of the Post Office, but council wasn't interested and
the move was made further east and Emilio's is still selling
pizzas from its current location.

AURORA IN 1968

By a 5-4 vote, Aurora council rejected a proposal that the
Town purchase the Old Post Office on Yonge Street as a Town
Hall, following a spirited but business-like debate, on the
basis that it would cost too much to renovate. It is now a com-
mercial building producing property taxes.

Newmarket Mayor Tom Surgeoner and Aurora Mayor Dick
Illingworth addressed a joint meeting of the Newmarket and
Aurora Rotary Clubs on Industrial Development.

More than 800 sports fans attended Minor Hockey Night
at the Community Centre and at the same time said good bye
and thanks to Walt and Joan Fies on their move from Aurora.

In November, Aurora's newest citizen arrived and was
named Aurora by proud father Ron Wallace.

Many of Aurora's young people participated in the Biafra
Starve-In at the Presbyterian Church.

WHEN AURORA SET A COURT PRECEDENT

Looking at the success of the Howard Johnson Aurora
today and the capable management and hard working staff,
it's hard to believe that at one time the hotel was in dire finan-
cial difficulties.

By January, 1991, the hotel was $6 million in debt and,
while still owned by Dave and Steve Cha, a hotel manage-
ment company was appointed by the bank to run it.

In 1992 a legal battle between the Town and the hotel
started when the former tried to collect $100,000 in unpaid
taxes from A. Sung Holdings who were operating the hotel at
the time.

The Town hired a bailiff to seize moveable assets to cover
the outstanding taxes. When the bank heard about this
action, a receiver was called in to take over the hotel.

In February, 1995, the Ontario Court of Appeal upheld a
provincial court decision which gave municipalities top priori-
ty over secured creditors, whereas previously they had to
write off unpaid taxes when a business owed money,
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because the financial institutions had first call on available
assets.

With this unprecedented court ruling that municipalities
can secure unpaid taxes if they place a lien on the moveable
assets, it put millions of dollars back into the hands of Ontario
municipalities.

AURORANS RALLIED TO OPPOSE PROBLEMS

During 1986, Bonnie Fleischaker founded the Aurora
Citizens Group for Home Mail Delivery in order to fight
Canada Post's controversial plan to serve more than 2,600
new homes in Aurora with community mail boxes.

She secured support for her cause from Aurora council,
regional council and York Peel MP Sinclair Stevens but
Canada Post would not be swayed.

Despite the futility of her campaign, she let Canada Post
officials know her group would not rollover without a fight but
unfortunately too few municipalities and citizens joined the
effort.

Terry Rooney took up the cause of frustrated Aurora new
home buyers who endured late closings and poor building
workmanship, going beyond complaining and instead fighting
for the rights of all homebuyers.

He was slapped with a $1.25 million lawsuit which result-
ed in him forming Home Aid, a consumer protection group to
push the province and the Toronto Home Builders'
Association for tougher controls. His lobbying brought about
important changes to provincial legislation.

Due to several complaints from residents about speeding
on residential streets council launched a town-wide 
traffic study.

Find Out What your 
Home is Worth On-Line 

visit:

www.QuickOnlineEvaluation.com
ReMax Omega Realty (1988) Ltd.

Shelley Lundquist of the Women’s Centre of York
Region in Aurora, accepts a cheque from Aurora
resident and Oak Ridges MPP Frank Klees, after
Klees won an Auroran-sponsored pool for the
recent municipal election. Having to pick the cor-
rect order of 23 candidates, Klees won the pot by
picking five. He immediately donated the money -
$500 - to the Women’s Centre.

Auroran photo by Ron Wallace
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HIGHEST POSSIBLE U.S. GOVERNMENT FRONTAL CRASH SAFETY RATING
2007 PONTIAC MONTANA SV6 RECEIVED A 5-STAR RATING FOR THE DRIVER AND FRONT PASSENGER IN THE FRONTAL CRASH TEST.�

$288� 2.4%

SMARTLEASE

AT

DOWN LEASE

$0 $366

$1,600 $331

$4,000 $279

HWY: 8.3L/100km • 34mpg
CITY: 12.2L/100km • 23mpg

FEEL EMPOWERED IN THE 2007 TORRENT – AIR, V6 AND AUTOMATIC – ALL STANDARD

STANDARD FEATURES INCLUDE:
• 3.4L 185 hp V6 Engine

• 5-Speed Automatic Transmission

• Air Conditioning

• StabiliTrak® (Vehicle Stability

Control System)

• 6-Speaker CD Stereo

• 16" Aluminum Wheels

• Remote Keyless Entry

• Multi-FlexTM Seating – 

60/40 Split-Folding, Reclining 

and Sliding Bench 

• Flat-Folding Front Passenger Seat

• 4-Wheel Disc Brakes with ABS

• Fog Lights

• 5-year/160,000 km GM Powertrain

Warranty with $0 Deductible�

APR 

PER MONTH/48 MONTHS

$3,600 DOWN PAYMENT
$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

$26,998*
PURCHASE PRICE

0%
UP TO 60 MONTHS‡

FINANCING

�����
HIGHEST POSSIBLE U.S. GOVERNMENT SAFETY RATING

2007 PONTIAC TORRENT RECEIVED BOTH A 5-STAR RATING FOR THE DRIVER AND FRONT PASSENGER IN THE FRONTAL CRASH TEST 
AND FOR FRONT AND REAR SEAT OCCUPANTS IN THE SIDE-IMPACT CRASH TEST.�

�

$313� 5.4%

SMARTLEASE

AT

DOWN LEASE

$1,500 $279

$3,000 $244

$4,970 $198

HWY: 8.5L/100km • 33mpg
CITY: 13.1L/100km • 22mpg

FEEL ADVENTUROUS IN THE 2007 MONTANA SV6 – FUEL EFFICIENT 240 HORSEPOWER

STANDARD FEATURES INCLUDE:
• 3.9L 240 hp VVT V6 Engine

• 4-Wheel Disc Brakes with ABS

• OnStarTM with 1-year Safe & 

Sound Plan

• Air Conditioning

• CD/MP3 Player

• 17" Wheels

• Remote Keyless Entry

• Power Windows/Locks/Mirrors

• Deep-Tinted Glass

• 5-year/160,000 km GM

Powertrain Warranty 

with $0 Deductible�

APR 

PER MONTH/48 MONTHS

$0
DOWN PAYMENT
$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

$20,598*
PURCHASE PRICE �

VISIT YOUR LOCAL PONTIAC BUICK GMC DEALER TODAY.

EVEN MORE REASONS TO BUY A PONTIAC

BUYPONTIAC.CA

Redeem your GM
VISA earnings today.

Ask about our three
months of no-charge

XM service**

Get
for your old car

$1000

For eligible requirements
visit carheaven.ca

STEP-UP TO THE ALL-WHEEL DRIVE MODEL$27�

LEASE
FOR ONLY

MORE PER 
MONTH

Everyone’s A Winner! 
Get up to $10,000 towards your purchase or 

lease. You could even Win your new
Pontiac instantly.¥
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Take advantage of our impressive sale offers.

HURRY! Sale ends November 30, 2006.

For more details:

Visit our new branch today at the 

N.W. corner of Bayview and Hollidge

Call (905) 727-6173

Grand Opening Sale

Prime as of October 3, 2006 is 6.00%

Minimum $4.00 per month account fee will apply to the Line of Credit account.

3.35% High Rate 
Savings Account**

$25 cash bonus*

Line of Credit

FIRST 6 MONTHS
† AT

PRIME 
1-year GIC

4.25%
***

Issued by HSBC Bank Canada. 

*$25 cash bonus paid on High Rate Savings Accounts opened between November 1 and November 30, 2006, with a minimum deposit of $100. The 

bonus will be deposited directly into the account by January 15, 2007. Limit of one bonus per household. Bonus may be taxable in the year received; 

please review the tax consequences with your advisor. 

**Rate subject to change without notice. Interest paid only on balances up to $1 million. 

***Minimum deposit of C$5,000 required. Not applicable to funds already on deposit with HSBC Bank Canada.
†Available on Line of Credit accounts opened by November 30, 2006. For the first six months only, the interest rate charged on balances up to the 

authorized Line of Credit limit will be the HSBC Prime Rate (6.00% as of October 3, 2006) and will vary when the HSBC Prime Rate varies. Thereafter, 

the interest rate charged will be the agreed rate set out in the customer’s Line of Credit agreement. Offer is subject to credit approval and completion of 

required account opening procedures. 

Offers valid until November 30, 2006. Offers may be withdrawn, amended or extended without notice. These offers cannot be combined with other 

offers. Offers only available at the Aurora Branch, located at 150 Hollidge Boulevard. Additional terms and conditions may apply. See in branch for details.

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 
• In Driver Education since 1979 
• MTO Approved Course Provider

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

(905) 713-3733
Training Services

Hi-efficiency Furnaces, 
Furnace Maintenance Specials

“COMFORT WITH CONFIDENCE”

150 Hollidge Blvd., Unit C7... across from Sobeys Bayview
Aurora  905-713-6326  1-877-939-4600

Brian & Sue Feddema (905) 727-0023 
16225 Jane St., Kettleby ON

ROUND THE BEND FARM 

TURKEYS
FARM FRESH, NATURALLY GROWN 

$2.89/lb. 
10 LB. TO 25+ LB. 

ORDER YOUR 
Christmas Turkey
for pick-up on:

Fri. Dec. 22, 9am-6pm & Sat. Dec.23, 8am-6pm

AURORAN, Week of November 28, 2006 - 19

The Honourable James K.

Bartleman, Lieutenant

Governor of Ontario, visited the

Aurora Public Library last week

and charmed the audience with

his humour.

He is visiting as many

libraries as possible in Ontario

to encourage library users to

enter a personal story-writing

contest that celebrates the pos-

itive impact of libraries on its cit-

izens and their communities.

Born in Orillia, the

Lieutenant Governor grew up in

Port Carling and is a member of

the Mnjikaning First Nation.

He told the audience that

due to the poor economy at the

time his mother and father left

school after grades 3 or 4 and

were on relief. His father finally

got a job as a labourer in Port

Carling and the only place they

had to live was in a tent beside

the village garbage dump.

The dump was to become

his first library as he and his

brother, Bob, used to scrounge

daily for books thrown away by

cottagers. At that time there

were no garage sales and the

dump was used to get rid of all

unwanted items.

The lieutenant governor

said he learned to read from the

books, mostly comic books,

found at the dump which, being

home to raccoons, porcupines

and other small animals, was

also their private zoo.

Along with his father, he

went to the Port Carling library

where the friendly librarian gave

him a library card and allowed

him to take three books home

to read.  It was an entry to a

wider world.

He spoke highly of the

Ontario Lieutenant Governor James K. Bartleman

was in town last week to address a gathering at

the Aurora Library.  
Auroran photo by David Falconer

Lieutenant Governor
visits Aurora Library

library service in Ontario but

added there are several black

holes, especially in the First

Nation Reserves in Northern

Ontario where the youth sui-

cide rate is high.

As lieutenant governor, he

appealed for books and was

able to arrange the delivery of

more than a million to the

reserves.  He plans to make

another appeal in January to

prove that Ontario cares.

He also met with members

of the audience, including

Mayor Tim Jones and

Councillor Evelyn Buck, before

departing for a meeting with

the York-Simcoe Literacy

Society at DiNardo's Mansion.

Sworn in as Ontario's 27th

vice regal in March, 2002, fol-

lowing his retirement after 35

years in Canada's Foreign

Service, Lieutenant Governor

Bartleman has pursued three

priorities: eliminating the stigma

of mental illness; supporting anti-

racism initiatives; and encourag-

ing aboriginal young people.

He holds eight honourary

degrees and is the recipient of a

number of honours and awards,

including the National Aboriginal

Achievement Award for public

service in 1999 and the Phi Delta

Kappa Educator of the Year

Award in 2004.
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“AFA/Quickstyle”
Laminate Flooring SaleSale

From 99¢/sq.ft.From 99¢/sq.ft.
4-sided 

MICRO BEVELED EDGES
Available in 

3 random lengths/box 
“12.3/13.3 mm”

$2.49/SQ.FT.

4-sided 
MICRO BEVELED EDGES

Available in 
3 random lengths/box 

“12.3/13.3 mm”

$2.49/SQ.FT.

Aurora Home Hardware 
Building Centre 

“WE’VE GOT YOUR LUMBER”

OPEN: MONDAY TO FRIDAY 7:30AM - 8PM
SATURDAY 8:00AM - 5:30PM
AND SUNDAY 10:00AM - 5:00PM Get your Prestige Card Now!

OAK HARDWOOD 
FLOORING 

CLEARANCE SALE

OnlyOnly299

Plus..
.

Plus..
.

289 Wellington St. East, Aurora 
905-727-4751

/sq. ft.299
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