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Hardwood 
Floors

Red Oak 1 3/4” Gunstock...$3.99 sq.ft.
Red Oak 3 1/4” Gunstock...$4.79 sq.ft.

A variety of woods, colours and widths 
is available only at: 

ROWAN HARDWOOD FLOORS 
569 Steven Court, Newmarket 

(South off Mulock, just west of Bayview)

905-853-8507
www.rowanfloor.com

CONTRACTORS WELCOME

Hamburger magic.The flipping abilities of Aurora Mayor Tim Jones and MP Belinda Stronach
were evident Thursday when more than 200 people showed up for a fundraiser at the new
Aurora Seniors’ Centre. Called “From the Hill to the Grill”, the barbecue was arranged by
Stronach and when all was said and done, participants had consumed more than 150 
hamburgers, 130 sausages and 200 ice cream bars. For further information about the event
see Senior Scape on page 13. Auroran photo by David Falconer

Library square:
what now?

By DICK ILLINGWORTH

Last week The Auroran carried a front page story about Library
Square getting 15 more parking spaces through the demolition of the
former seniors’ centre on Victoria Street after a lengthy debate, subject
to council approving the general committee report.

Well, forget it, as after debating the same issue at council for more
than an hour Tuesday night, it was back to square one as council
referred the whole issue back to staff to investigate alternative parking.

The council meeting was almost a repeat of the general committee
with Geoffrey Dawe, Chairman of the Aurora Library Board, making a
plea for more parking for the library and supporting the demolition of the
two buildings as the current situation was unacceptable and was some-
thing the library couldn't resolve.

He was supported by Colleen Abbott, Chief Executive Officer of the
Library, who provided information about the number of library users and
the problems they experienced in finding parking spaces. She also
showed photos of the crowded parking lot.

Councillor Ron Wallace pointed out that he made an inspection of the
parking area and found 14 empty spaces behind the former seniors’
centre and suggested a sign be posted to advise users of additional
parking spaces.

Helen Roberts, President of the Aurora Historical Society, noted that
with the opening of the Heritage Centre the parking issue would become
worse and pointed out that the Historical Society had not contacted
Trinity Anglican Church for a parking agreement as previously reported.

She said she had no problem with the demolition of the former 
seniors’ centre or the addition to the former library, but would like to
retain the front part, or the original library built in 1963 to mark Aurora's
Centennial as a village.

Rather than debate the general committee report, Councillor John
West made the same motion to demolish both buildings and used much

Please see page 12

Aurora’s seniors, as usual, presented a colourful addition to Saturday’s July First parade on
Yonge Street in Aurora. Parade was one of several activities held as Aurora celebrated its
37th annual July First party over two days. For more pictures, see Page 14.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Council unsure of how
to spend $34.5 million

Aurora Council has all this
money and doesn’t know what
to do with it.

It received $34.5 million
when it sold Aurora Hydro to
PowerStream, Inc., in a deal
that was approved by the
Ontario Energy Board last
November.

After a presentation by a con-
sultant and more than a hour
debate, council failed to reach a
decision Tuesday night.

Finally it received the report
and ordered town staff to
respond to a general committee
meeting in September.

In June, 2005, council agreed
to enact a bylaw to establish a
special reserve fund to re-allo-
cate the net proceeds.

It was also agreed that any
re-allocation of funds be
approved by not less than two-
thirds of the entire council and
that the public be involved in
setting the criteria.

In December, staff recom-
mended that before hearing
from the public, council should
determine the objectives it was
trying to achieve.

It decided to follow Richmond
Hill’s lead since it had devel-
oped a similar process following
the sale of its hydro utility.

In January, Aurora’s general

committee adopted a staff rec-
ommendation to engage a facili-
tator at $150 per hour plus
mileage.

Some councillors said the
exercise was a waste of time as
the Hydro sale proceeds were
needed to meet the $68 million
shortfall as revealed by the
Capital Asset Management Plan
but the consultant proposal was
adopted.

Tuesday, the consultant sum-
marized his process which
included distribution of a discus-
sion document, communication
with ratepayer and community
groups and two public consulta-
tion sessions, which, he said,
were not well attended.

Suggestions from the public
included the purchase of lands
on the north side of Henderson
Drive and projects that would
make a long-term difference for
residents.

Other suggestions included
planting more trees, preventing
tax increases, subsidizing high
utility costs, and spending only
the interest created by the
money.

Specific projects included the
Please see page 7
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COMING EVENTS IN AURORA
CONTINUING

Aurora Farmers' Market every Saturday
morning at the Temperance Street parking lot
until Thanksgiving. Free space is available for
non-profit groups. Contact Nigel Kean at 905-
751-0790.

* * * *
Until September 30, water regulations are in

effect in Aurora. Watering is permitted from 6 to
10 a.m. and 6 to 10 p.m. for even numbered
addresses on even numbered days and odd
numbered addresses on odd numbered days. For
further information call 905-727-3123 ext. 4240.

* * * *
Aurora Community Garden has plots avail-

able to grow fruits and vegetables on Allaura
Boulevard. For more information call York Region
Food Network at 905-967-0372.

* * * *
Aurora Zen Meditation Group has resumed

sitting every Monday evening at Healing Hands
Wellness Centre on Wellington Street East at
7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Weekly lunches will be held from 11.30 a.m.

to 1 p.m. every Wednesday in the Norma Jean
Legge Room of the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. Call
905-726-4767 for more information.

* * * *
Aurora Agricultural Society (organizer of the

Aurora Fair & Horse Show) meets on the second
Tuesday of every second month, at 7 p.m., at the
Aurora Community Centre. New members wel-
come. For more information, call 905-713-6773
or info@aurorafair.ca, or visit www.aurorafair.ca.

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday

evening at 6.30 p.m. at Gabriel’s on Yonge Street.
New members welcome. For further information,
call 905-841-1352.

* * * *
On the first Wednesday of every month from

9 a.m. to noon, a satellite constituency office for
Vaughan/King/Aurora MPP Greg Sorbara will be
open in the councillors’ lounge at the Town Hall.
Call 1-877-880-6770 for information.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge

#148 meets the first and third Tuesday of each
month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street (south of
Wellington). For more information, call 905-830-
9205.

* * * *
Masons' Rising Sun Lodge meets the first

Thursday of each month at The Rising Sun
Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third

Saturday each month at 57 Mosley Street at
10.30 a.m. Coffee club at 9 a.m., lunch at noon.
Call 905-727-3032 or 905-727-1080.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous, every Tuesday night,

Trinity Anglican Church, Victoria Street, 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night.
Aurora Legion, 7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women

has monthly meetings at Aurora’s Trinity Anglican
Church with a variety of speakers. There is also a
selection of interest groups. Contact Beverley
905-727-2151.

* * * *
Dancing at the Legion, 8 p.m. every Friday

night.
* * * *

Bid Euchre at the Legion, 1 p.m. every third
Sunday.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 5
Town of Aurora 2006 Summer Concerts in the

Park series opens tonight with Erick Traplin, a
non-stop fun filled music show for children of all
ages. 7 to 9 p.m.

SATURDA, JULY 8
Official opening of Aurora’s new Fred Bolsby

Fire Hall, Wellington Street East. 2 p.m.

SUNDAY, JULY 9
The Aurora Garden and Horticultural Society

hosts its Annual Garden Tour from 12 noon to 5
p.m. Tour seven unique and beautiful gardens in
Aurora for $10 per person. Phone 905-884-0893
for more information.

* * * *
Merlin's Hollow open to the public from 10

a.m. to 5 p.m. The Gardens are located at 181
Centre Crescent, north off Centre Street west of
Industrial Parkway.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 12
Probus Club of Aurora’s guest speaker at this

month’s meeting is Jennifer Pereira, an acupun-
cure practitioner. Club meets at the Aurora
Legion the second Wednesday of every month,
beginning at 10 a.m.

* * * *
Town of Aurora 2006 Summer Concerts in the

Town Park presents Fleetwood Nicks, a night of
great music by a great pop rock band that has all
the sounds, moves and look of Fleetwood Mac. 7
to 9 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 19
Town of Aurora 2006 Summer Concerts in the

Town Park presents Cadence, a Juno award
nominated "a cappella" group of top quality!
Whether you're into jazz, doo-wop, classical,
funk, or something in between, Cadence deliv-
ers. 7 to 9 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 22
Beach Party at the Aurora Legion, Industrial

Parkway North. Begins at 7 p.m. Admission is
$12 per person.

TUESDAY, JULY 25
Christmas In July luncheon at the Aurora

Legion, Industrial Parkway North. Lunch, with
reservations only, is served from 11.30 a.m. to
1.30 p.m. Admission is $10 per person.

* * * *
The Gathering Place, located in the Edward

Street bowling alley, will feature Christmas in July
with karaoke singing of Christmas carols with
special prizes and the first game of bowling free
for families who bring a non-perishable food item
for the food drive.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 26
Town of Aurora 2006 Summer Concerts in the

Town Park presents Broadway Showstoppers, a
great summer evening of broadway hits including
songs from West Side Story, South Pacific,
Sound of Music and Oklahoma, with quality
Opera York Stars led by the fabulous Andrew
Tees.

FRIDAY, JULY 28
Aurora Seniors will join the Bradford Seniors

for a boat cruise in Orillia with lunch at the
Ossawippi Express following the cruise. A visit to
the Old Colony Candle Factory and afternoon tea
follow. Fee for members is $70, non-members
$75. Call 905-726-4767 to register.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2 
Town of Aurora 2006 Summer Concerts in the

Town Park presents Swing Street. Enjoy big band
favourites, featuring the gorgeous voice of
Danielle Bouree, with a band that can "swing"! 7
to 9 p.m.

AUGUST 5-6
Cyclissimo Grand Prix Cycling Event sanc-

tioned by the Ontario Cycling Association as the
only OCA race in the GTA this year. Takes place
around the Magna property from Wellington
Street East to Leslie Street, Vandorf Road and
Bayview Avenue. Call 905-727-2064 for details.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9
Probus Club of Aurora’s guest speaker at this

month’s meeting is Steven Falk, representing the
Steven Lewis Foundation. He will speak on
“Easing the Pain of HIV/AIDS in Africa”. Club
meets at the Aurora Legion the second
Wednesday of every month, beginning at 10 a.m.

* * * *
Town of Aurora 2006 Summer Concerts in the

Town Park presents Dick Smith. Syncona
Caribana is in the air! Experience the warm,
sway of music from the Caribbean with Dick
Smith, one of the founders of Caribana and lead

Don’t be left in the dark 
about your power going out

PowerStream prides itself on distributing safe and reliable electricity to 
its customers. However, on those rare occasions when the power does 
go out, we can now provide you with a quick and efficient way of
reporting and accessing outage information through our new 
Power Outage Communication Service at:

1-877-777-3810
This new service is a state-of-the-art system that is specifically designed to
manage incoming calls relating to disruptions based on a customer’s
calling area. Once the system identifies the calling area, it automatically
provides detailed information about known outages in the vicinity or
assists the customer in reporting a previously unidentified occurrence.

So, if your power ever goes out, give us a call at 1-877-777-3810. 
Power outage information is also available by visiting our website at
www.powerstream.ca

YONGE ST, NEWMARKET JUST SOUTH OF MULOCK
WESTON PRODUCE PLAZA 905-868-9696

JULY SEED SALE
NYJER $1.00 LB.

drummer from Toronto's Lion King. 7 to 9 p.m.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 12

Doors Open Aurora provides an opportunity to
visit various buildings and businesses in Aurora
including the Railway Station, Baldwin's Mill, Hillary
House, St. Andrew's College, Trinity Anglican
Church and The Auroran. For more information call
905-726-4762.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16
Town of Aurora 2006 Summer Concerts in the

Town Park presents "Appreciate our Canadian
Forces" Concert. Hear the Royal Canadian Artillery
Band and the Air Force 400 Squadron Pipes, in a
military show you won't forget. 7 to 9 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23
Town of Aurora 2006 Summer Concerts in the

Town Park presents the ultimate Janis Joplin tribute
experience. Join the party at this final summer con-
cert, with a tribute to this great singer. 7 to 9 p.m.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
Aurora Historical Society Candlelight Tour of

Homes.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
Probus Club of Aurora’s guest speaker at

this month’s meeting is Diana Baggett. Club
meets at the Aurora Legion the second
Wednesday of every month, beginning at 10
a.m.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
Theatre Aurora opens its 49th season with

the comedy "Educating Rita" at the Factory
Theatre. Other productions in the fall/winter
line up include "Crazy for You", “Dr. Cook's
Garden" and "Blythe Spirit".

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20
Celebrate Business Excellence in Aurora

hosted by the Aurora Chamber of Commerce.
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25

Aurora Seniors travel to the Stratford
Festival for the Rogers and Hammerstein
musical "South Pacific" with lunch included for
$107 for members and $112 for non-members.
Call 905-726-4767 to register.



Nigel Kean 
for 

Mayor
905-751-0790

Kean for change
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Aurora Shopping
Centre merchants

A & F Hair Elite
*905-727-6212

Aurora Dry
Cleaners

*905-713-0095

Aurora Alterations
*905-726-9242

Aurora Dollar
Discount

*905-841-2497

Aurora Salon
Secrets

*905-727-1044

Barrons
*905-841-5454

Bedrooms To Go
*905-841-0055

Beer Store
*905-727-4741

CIBC Bank
*1-800-465-2422

Chris' No Frills

Clothing Outlet
*905-841-7652

Creative Colours
*905-727-0552

La Vie Café Deli
*905-713-6628

5 Below Jeans &
More

*905-841-7762

Fabulous Flicks
Video

*905-841-5768

Family Shoe Repair
*905-841-8922

Gift Baskets & More
*905-727-1683

Henry's Fish &
Chips

*905-727-8001

Karen & Tina's
Flowers

*905-727-9865

Kitchen Accents
*905-841-0885

Knit Or Knot
*905-713-1818

Kodak Image
Centre

*905-726-4243

Legacy Jewellery
*905-841-3065

Not Just Cards
Hallmark

*905-727-1547

Oakridge Outfitters
*905-726-4063

Omar's Shoes
*905-727-9391

Regency Variety
*905-727-6691

Sparkle Pharmacy
*905-727-2322

Staples/Business
Depot

*905-713-0367

The Source by
Circuit City

*905-713-2788

Van De Ven Car
Wash

York Medical
*905-713-0404
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Town: _______________________________________
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Fill out a 
ballot 

in participating stores

before July 21st
for your chance to 

WWinin
a Gift Basket courtesy of 

Aurora 
Shopping Centre

Merchants 
and tickets to the 

theatre’s 
production of 

Draw date
Saturday 
July 22nd

Draw date
Saturday 
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No doubt about the school year ending for these two students as books go
flying in the air. They are Brittany Wiemer and Julia Ludwig, and they’re cel-
ebrating the last day of school at St. Joseph’s Catholic School on Glass
Drive in Aurora. For them, it was over June 28.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Town noted
for its work
with youth

Recently, the Play
Works Partnership - a
group of organizations
concerned about the
future of youth - celebrat-
ed the Town of Aurora and
seven other Ontario com-
munities as the first recipi-
ents of the prestigious
Play Works Youth Friendly
Community Recognition
Program at Queen's Park.

Last September, may-
ors and community repre-
sentatives from Aurora,
Ajax, Burlington, South
Huron, Port Hope,
Chatham-Kent, Pickering,
and Peterborough were
formally recognized as
leaders in a youth friendly
community by acknowl-
edging their community
inclusive of the municipali-
ty, not-for-profits, private
enterprises, and informal
groups, as actively sup-
porting and providing
opportunities for the
growth and development
of youth (ages 13-19)
through play.

T h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s
received provincial recog-
nition for their superior
leadership and youth
awareness activities in a
ceremony held at Queen’s
Park.

Presentations were
made by Play Works
Chairperson Beth Gignac
and Minister of Health
Promotion John Watson.
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Poor Richard

Letter to the Editor
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Something has happened to council,
The changes aren't for the best;

As this is a municipal election year.
Some councillors should take a rest.

- Poor Richard's Scrapbook  

The once proud Aurora Council has become dys-
functional and is destroying itself with petty bickering,
nit-picking, personal attacks, name calling, flip-flop-
ping and disregarding normal parliamentary proce-
dure, normal process and their code of ethics.

After years of experimenting with a committee
structure, in 1986 council engaged a consultant to
review the town's organization and operation and one
of the recommendations was to replace the standing
committees by council in committee or general com-
mittee.

It was pointed out that with standing committees
with a membership of three councillors, an issue
could be fully debated in committee and then debated
again in council but with all council members sitting
on the general committee, this would not be neces-
sary.

It was agreed to adopt the general committee
structure consisting of all members of council with the
intent of having a more informal setting to hear dele-
gations and debate the issues.

It was hoped that as all members of council were
part of the general committee, when the committee
report came to council it would be ratified without fur-
ther debate unless there was new information to be
introduced.

It hasn't worked that way.
Very seldom does a general committee report

come before council that there isn't further debate on
one or more items without any new information pre-
sented that may change the decision.

If a member wants to re-introduce an item from the
report, it is "lifted" without having to give any reason
or explanation why the member wants it re-intro-
duced.

Normally, the reason it is lifted is to have another
opportunity for the member to get his or her own way
after losing out at committee, this time in front of the
TV cameras, or possibly because it's an election year.

Sometimes it is because a member is absent from
the committee meeting and wants to add his or her
two cents to the debate, forgetting that a quorum is
five members and as long as a quorum is present, the
meeting is legal and decisions made are valid.

When a majority vote is cast in committee or coun-
cil, the decision made is a council or committee deci-
sion and should not be re-opened unless there is new
information and a motion of reconsideration approved
by a vote of two-thirds of the members present.

In November, 2005, Chief Administrative Officer
John Rogers made several suggestions to improve
the efficiency of council meetings including one that
required a member of council to give a reason for
wanting to rehash an issue decided at general com-
mittee, but his suggestions were rejected by council.

The question of whether it was worthwhile to have
general committee meetings when so many of the
issues are re-introduced at council without an expla-
nation why, has been debated several times at coun-
cil with no action taken.

A good or bad example is the recent debate over
the future of the former library and senior centre on
Victoria Street due to the lack of parking for the new
library.

The issue was fully discussed during a lengthy
debate at the general committee meeting in which a
motion by Councillor John West to demolish both
buildings to create 67 parking spaces was defeated
on a 6-3 vote and a motion to only demolish the for-
mer seniors’ centre to create 15 spaces was adopted.

That should have been the end of the controversial
Library Square redevelopment project, but the issue
was rehashed at council for more than hour when the
same motion of demolishing both buildings was intro-
duced by Councillor John West and defeated by the
same 6-3 vote.

This resulted in the issue being referred to staff to
investigate alternative parking arrangements.

Aurora council is an embarrassment!
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Aurora Council
proves to be an
embarrassment

The Grade 4 class at the Aurora Public School (Church Street School) in 1945 looked like this.They are,
front row, left to right, John Urquhart, Bobby Flicker, Bobby Seaton, John Toole, Ron Starkey, Arthur
Southwood, Gordon Bruce, Ken Elmer and Ron Smith; second row, left to right, Earlene McCready,
Diane Graham, Betty Anne Waite, Mary Adams, Jill Moffatt, Shirley Bull, Jackie Seaton, Joan Bice,
Margaret Howlett, Darlene Akinson, and Shirley Chapman; third row, left to right, the teacher Olive
Bostwick, Doris Chambers, ?, Reta Brown, Barbara Anthony, Grace Longhurst, Marilyn Hurst, Helen
Long, Joyce Dunstall, Edna Cole, Shirley Faulkner, ?; top row, left to right, Shirley Ellis, Muriel Collins,
Charles Sutton, Sid Lustic, John Bradbury, Ted Starkey, Bob Cook, Stuart Wilson, Donnie Morning,
Cleon Bunn and Ron Brookes.

Broken glass bigger
hazard than doo-doo

To the editor,

I  hope you are an
equal oppor tunity editor
and will carefully con-
sider my letter even
though it is written by a
dog.

My folks keep me up-
to-date on all dog relat-
ed news.

There is a special
place in my hear t for Mr.
Routledge, and as for
the people at “1010”
well, I’m too polite a dog
to frankly comment.

Often I hear of com-
plaints about doggie
doo-doo not being
picked up.

A valid complaint to
be sure, and shame on
those owners who leave
those poops unscooped.

You know who you
are: please mend your
ways and star t today to
“stoop and scoop.”

But I have to tell you
that on “my” block
(Trillium / Timberline /
Cranberry) I don’t often
see (or more accurately
“smell”)  any “orphan”
poops.

My mom and dad pick
up after me, and most of
the folks in the neigh-
bourhood likewise pick
up after their dogs.

However, on vir tually
every walk I see broken
glass on the sidewalk.

In winter I’m general-
ly wearing my boots; the
rest of the year I’m out
there in my bare feet,
dodging glass.

While admittedly
unscooped doggie doo-
doo is a hazard, person-

ally I think the broken
glass is a greater haz-
ard to us dogs than
these few errant dog
droppings are to
humans.

Think about it: shoe
clad human foot in dog
doo-doo versus bare
dog foot against broken
glass.

This broken glass is a
danger to the children in
the neighbourhood, too;
especial ly should they
trip and fall or take a
spi l l  f rom their tr ikes
and land on the glass.

These kids are my
friends (they love to pet
me!), and I don’t want to
see them hur t.

I’m no CCSI (Canine
Cr ime Scene
Investigator) but these
appear to be beer and
l iquor bott les tossed
thoughtlessly which
break when they hit the
sidewalk.

I  know it ’s unl ikely
that the perpetrators of
these uncivi l ized acts
wil l  give this due
thought and reform, but I
thought i t  was wor th

mentioning, just in case.
I shudder to think

about the possibility that
these bott les are evi-
dence of dr inking and
driving, or even worse
underage dr inking and
driving.

But it would explain
the dr ivers who dr ive
very fast,  and fai l  to
yield to pedestrians and
dogs at stop signs, or
just plain ignore the stop
signs altogether.

A thank you to those
innocent homeowners
who find this nasty mess
vir tual ly on their
doorsteps and quickly
sweep it up, and a plea
to those who may not
have been in the habit of
quickly cleaning up the
glass to please do so in
the future.

I ’d love to see my
neighbourhood free of
both unclaimed doggie
doo and broken glass.

Thank you for consid-
er ing this from the
canine perspective.

Pinkerton Menzies
Aurora

Pinkerton
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When a new administration takes over invariably it seems
the first thing they do is claim that the government cupboard is
bare.

It really is a tried and true tradition.
By doing this, it provides the new government with a cloak

for any harsh economic measures they may want to implement
and it gives them the added bonus of blaming the current fis-
cal woes on the rascals they just replaced.

I agree with those suggestions that some independent,
non-partisan group, like Statistics Canada or the Auditor
General’s office should publish an economic statement just
prior to every election.

The statistics certainly don't tell the whole story, but they
are the basis upon which to begin the debate about priorities
and the fiscal capacity to implement a proposed legislative
agenda.

Furthermore, the incumbent party would have a tougher
time disguising any fiscal shenanigans.

We need something similar in Aurora.
As part of the Aurora strategic planning process, a review

of community attitudes survey was completed.
Eighty-five per cent of those surveyed believe that the qual-

ity of life in Aurora is good to very good.
But 38 per cent feel the Town is changing for the worse and

38 per cent feel the Town is changing for the better.
The results show that we love our Town but we are also

very confused and concerned about its future.
It means that the municipal election this fall is very impor-

tant.
Some type of document is needed that provides the voters

with unbiased and unvarnished basic information.
It would be nice if the good folks at the Aurora Town Hall

produced such a document.
But it would be even better if our fellow citizens published

this information.
A group of concerned citizens and stakeholder groups

could, together, either purchase say a couple of pages of ads
in this newspaper or produce a brief pamphlet which could be
inserted into The Auroran. (Note to editor: I will be waiting
for my commission cheque). (Note to Stephen: don’t hold
your breath...ed.)

Such a group could include the Aurora Chamber of
Commerce, various ratepayer associations, volunteer organi-
zations and the three main provincial political parties.

The three political parties would not actively participate on
the committee, but would be supporting this endeavour in the
name of increasing voter education, and would, in return, have
their respective logo or name mentioned as one of the spon-
sors.

This committee could be comprised of 10 to 15 citizens
who are not supporting any of the mayoralty candidates.

They would hold a couple of meetings this summer and
decide upon the important metrics that should be included in
this voter handout.

What type of information should be included in such a doc-
ument?

A good start for the committee would be the draft Aurora
Strategic Plan and its accompanying stakeholder presenta-
tions.

The document should have a number of easy to read
charts and graphs, with not a lot of text.

The graphs would show five-year trend lines for a number
of various metrics.

The trends would also show how we compare with other
similarly sized communities.

It should also include comparisons with Newmarket.
Although Newmarket has a much larger population than

Aurora, there is a commonality, based on proximity, communi-
ty make-up and shared interests.

Visually, it could be something akin to the community
events calendar that is published on a regular basis in this
newspaper.

The calendar is a cornucopia of information, and is visual-
ly appealing and easy to go through.

Something similar would be nice.
As the municipal election takes place November 13, the

document should be published in early October, just prior to
the various public hall and debate forums.

Hopefully, it would serve as the jumping off point for people
to ask questions about the issues of growth, the level, quality
and costs of services, and the appropriate level of taxation.

We are all aware that election-voting patterns at the feder-
al, provincial and municipal level have been on the decline and
that the lowest voter turnout occurs for municipal elections.

Any measure that can be utilized to both further educate
and interest our fellow citizens in voting should be explored.

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Letter to the Editor

Front Porch
Perspective
By Stephen Somerville 

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

My column of a few weeks ago entitled "You Know You
Live In Aurora When …" was warmly received by Aurorans
all over Aurora.

"What does that tell you?" asked my husband, who
always reassures me that Aurora does read, especially
when those long, dark weeks without e-mail go by and I
begin to sigh like a lover without a letter.

"Hmm…," I mused. "It tells me that our neighbourhood
isn't unique."  

He raised an eyebrow. "Huh?"
"Our neighbourhood isn't unique," I repeated. "It's typi-

cal of Aurora's uniqueness."
He smiled.
"Yes," he agreed. "Aurora really is unique."
Over the past few weeks, Aurorans have shared with

me the experiences that I shared in that column. It feels
wonderful. It feels like…home.

I have come to suspect that there are only two or three
tall ladders per street in Aurora; that at any given time,
everybody has something in their house or garage that
belongs to a neighbour; and that every weekend, Aurorans
feed, look out for, and tuck in children who aren't their own.

It's so typical. And it's so unique.
* * * *

It was 1987 and we were new arrivals to Aurora.
I was so happy and excited about my brand new house

that my domestic instincts went into hyper-overdrive.
I asked Damir to dig me a garden in front of the house

even before we got sod.
Heck, we hadn't finished unpacking yet!
He did it, and that October, I did the impossible. I got

down on all fours and planted daffodils.
My next door neighbour, Norman, came over.
"Stop that," he demanded. "You're putting us all to

shame!" 
I smiled. I was eight months pregnant.
That first spring, I stood in front of my garden, hands on

hips, frowning.
Norman came over and stood beside me, hands on

hips. He frowned, too.
He knew what I was thinking: it looked…terrible.
"I like to plant them in clumps," he said, taking in my

pathetic little display of 14 daffodils almost two feet apart.
"That," he said, motioning to my sparse little row,

"would be one clump. Almost.You need to buy a few more
bulbs."

I bought 240 bulbs that fall, but Norman bought more
than 700.

I had myself a gardening coach.

* * * *

The Annual Street Barbeque was traditionally held in
the circle at the end of our cul-de-sac. One year, it rained.

We moved the party into the nearest garage - I think it
might have been Shirley and Mike's?  

The neighbours nestled their lawn chairs in among typ-
ical garage stock.

It would take more than rain to shut this neighbourhood
down.

Somebody asked me about the speeches I was writing
for Toastmasters.

Somebody else said they'd like to hear them.
With mixed feelings, I went home to get my notes.
Until then, I didn't know my neighbours were a bunch of

hecklers.
Nor did I know that I could pull off stand-up come-

dy…but only in good company.
We laughed so hard and so long that nightfall found us

still in that garage.
And nobody noticed it had stopped raining hours ago.

* * * *
It was two days after Christmas, 1994. In spite of all the

new toys littering the halls, the mood in our house was
somber.

Tasha, our eight-month-old German Shepherd puppy,
had gotten out of the backyard the day before and was still
missing.

The kids had cried a sea of tears, and they wanted to
go looking for her. Again.

I told them we would drive around the neighbourhood
after dinner.

We were just clearing dishes when the doorbell rang.
It was Tasha.
Our puppy had fallen into the kind hands of our dog-lov-

ing neighbours several streets away.
They had spent many hours going door to door looking

for her family, and when they reached our door, it was
Christmas all over again!

This little town is full of people with big hearts.
* * * *

I invite you to send me your stories of how unique
Aurora is, and how typical of that uniqueness your neigh-
bours are.

Aside from filling those long, dark weeks without e-mail
(and filling those stark white pages with Aurora content!),
I think that knowing we are in good company fills a deep-
er part of us - the thing that brought us to Aurora in the first
place:

It feels like home.

Cathy Vrancic welcomes e-mail at:
laughingmatters@aci.on.ca

Home

Cathy’s 
Corner

Town needs report
before next election

He’s hoping for a good turnout at this meeting
To the editor,

The new updated Strategic
Plan for Aurora will be pre-
sented Monday evening, July
10 at 7 p.m. before our Aurora
Council. Many people, writers
to the editor, management,
politicians and other stake-
holders have contributed to
this Plan for the future for
Aurora.

It is interesting that the
plan certainly spells out some
very specific benefits in living
within "our town" as well as
some clear difficulties that we
will face in the future.

It would confirm for me if
that council room was filled
with residents to also listen
and see this presentation as it
is open to the public that we
care.

It would also confirm
change that all those letter
writers, and many of our resi-
dents are serious about for
their town and its future.

Change for our town is not
always about changing politi-
cians although I am sure that
will happen but far more
importantly it is YOUR interest
and voice we want to hear.

You can respond on the

Aurora Web site also if you
cannot make the meeting.

Let’s hope that it does not
collect dust, but that we enact
these plans and develop poli-
cies to meet the plan and the
strategies including my desire
to control taxes within such a
plan.

Marten Mol
Aurora



managed. Case Woodlot, in
particular, is a mature for-
est with timber litter seen
throughout the forest.

Our youth are simply
using what nature discards
to better use. Think of it as
a renewable resource.

Is the biking causing an
impact on the ground cover
for this small area?
Definitely, yes. Is this bad?
Well, it depends on your
value system.

Will this cause wide-
spread devastation to the
woodlot...absolutely not.

As a father of one of the
children who bikes regular-
ly in the woodlots, I endorse
their efforts in building
jumps.

As recently stated in a
letter to the editor of The
Auroran, it does indeed
show a level of creativity
and commitment that is
good to see in our youth.

Instead of choosing
options that are all too
readily available, vandal-
ism, gangs, etc., activities
negative to their good and
to the community's, they
instead choose to share a
passion together that is not
only healthy and positive,
but develops a work ethic
seldom seen in most
adults.

I have been into the
woodlot on many occasions
and our children are not
actively cutting trees or pur-
posely destroying land-
scapes.

In fact, they utilize
resources available to
them, old logs, dirt, etc. to
creatively build jumps for

their enjoyment.
To my recollection this

area has been used for bik-
ing for several years in
Case Woodlot and the loss
of ground cover is a conse-
quence that is not new.

It does appear that vol-
ume has increased, prima-
rily due to demand. The
only real tree damage I
have seen has been
caused by the Town's bob-
cats, including the recent
chopping down of several
live trees used to create
barriers to access for the
bikers.

Somehow this logic
escapes me.

I suggest that this issue
provides an ideal opportu-
nity for the Town of Aurora
to craft a solution that
meets this obvious recre-
ational demand.

In a time,  where conflict
seems to be the order of
the day, we need to entice
solutions that force our
authority figures, our Town
managers, and our
resource users to work
together.

This is a basic principle
behind "integrated resource
planning" where all stake-
holders are included in
decisions about land use.

It is the essence of the
environmental movement
and all natural resource
management agencies,
including the forestry indus-
try.

We now have an oppor-
tunity to set a standard
within the Town of Aurora to
promote open communica-

BOUQUETS to Aurora High School physical education
teacher Keith Bagg on winning one of the top indi-
vidual awards for administrators at the York
Region Athletic Association's annual general

meeting and awards ceremony held recently. He received
the Norm Menczel Award for outstanding extra-curricular
athletic activities.

BRICKBATS to Aurora Council for breaking with normal
practice by making two delegates sit through
almost two hours of boring debate before bring-

ing their items forward for debate, when the normal practice
is to receive the delegate and bring the item forward, not
receive and refer to the report.

BOUQUETS to Finance Minister Greg Sorbara on being
nominated as the sexiest guy at Queen's Park, but
he was beaten out by Timmins MPP Gilles Bisson.
Sorbara was also nominated in the best dressed

male category and Oak Ridges MPP Frank Klees in the
best male hair-do category.

BRICKBATS to a justice system that does not include a
Statute of Limitations for charges of indecent
assault brought to court several years after the

alleged assault. While indecent assault should never be tol-
erated, it took 50 years before a charge was laid against a
teacher and 30 years for another charge against the same
teacher.

BOUQUETS to former Progressive Conservative
Transportation Minister James Snow for donating
his $2.1 million estate in the Milton area to the
Salvation Army., after buying a new home beside

the Niagara Escarpment

BRICKBATS to the Dalton McGuinty Liberal government
for their delay in approving municipal zoning
bylaws prepared in accordance with the Oak

Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan. By the end of May,
2006, four years after  introducing the plan only six of the 24
GTA municipalities had been approved: Aurora, Newmarket,
Markham, Vaughan, Port Hope and Hamilton.

BOUQUETS to the federal Conservative government for
adopting legislation to deter people from street
racing, although it’s not much stronger than the
Criminal Code.

BRICKBATS to the same government for not taking
action to curtail the manufacture of souped-up
auto parts, TV ads of racing cars and movies

such as "The Fast and the Furious" with all its high-speed
thrills.

BRICKBATS to RCMP officials for demanding $1.6 mil-
lion in fees from a journalist who had filed a
request for information under the Access to

Information Act, which Information Commissioner John
Reid reported was excessive.

BOUQUETS to Newmarket/Aurora MP Belinda Stronach
on becoming one of the stars in the down-in-the-
dumps Liberal Party with her pizzazz and pointed
questions especially to the Environment Minister.

BRICKBATS to the McGuinty Liberal government for fail-
ing to show leadership by not giving unanimous
consent to a Street Racing Bill, which was first

introduced by the former Progressive Conservative govern-
ment in 2003, but good for Oak Ridges MPP (and Aurora
resident) Frank Klees for pushing the issue.

BOUQUETS and an Aurora Welcome to Helene Lantak
on the opening of her innovative women's acces-
sory shop "Girls and Pearls" at 15387 Yonge
Street.
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Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
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M
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Letter to the Editor

Please see page 7
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905-841-6411
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MK General ContractingMK General Contracting
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andd hazardss andd hazardss 
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homehome
By Changing or Upgrading your 

Electrical Panel You Will
• Save Money on your Home 
Insurance
• Never need to replace Fuses
• Increase the Value of your Property

For all your Electrical Needs 
call for a FREE QUOTE

Call 416-727-7043

Aurora Ontario 
Direct: 416-727-7043  •  Fax: 905-773-4910

Over 25 Years of Quality Reliable Service

Are you still 
using outdated
and hazardous
fuses in your 

home?

Parent implores co-operation
between bikers and opponents
An Open letter to 

readers of The Auroran,
residents of Aurora, and
the Town Council.

It is with great concern
that I write this letter
regarding the recent issues
surrounding biking, and the
building of bike jumps, in
our woodlots in Aurora.

We have seen a barrage
of letters from a Mr. Dickie
in The Auroran newspaper
condemning our children
who have the audacity to
enjoy themselves biking in
the woodlots, in addition to
anyone else who chooses
to disagree with his view-
point.

I am even more con-
cerned with the apparent
endorsement by the Town
to plow down the bike
jumps developed by our
young biking enthusiasts
on a regular basis.

I appreciate that our
Parks Dept. employees are
only doing their job, enforc-
ing the Town bylaws, but
the time has come to re-
consider those bylaws,
revisit our conservation
ideals, and update both to
meet new requirements
and demand.

Mr. Dickie is an alarmist.
Armed with little evidence
or proof, but lots of propa-
ganda, he skews the truth
to satisfy his view, in an
effort to convince others of
the harm our youth are
doing.

He augments this by
actively confronting our
children while they are bik-
ing, blatantly attempting to
entice a conflict with people
who are much younger than
himself.

His recent efforts are to
leave signs in the woodlot
challenging our children.
Clearly, conflict seems to
be his method of choice.

I do applaud our other
concerned citizens and
Town Council members
have shown a more mature
approach by open dis-
cussing their concerns with
the kids, while listening to
their viewpoints, during
their visits to Case Woodlot.

Listening is the key, and
these folks through their
actions have begun to
teach our youth about all
viewpoints.

Like Mr. Dickie, I, too,
grew up in Aurora and
actively used our woodland
areas for recreation as a
youth. Salamander Pond
and Case Woodlot were my
favourites.

To see our youth, and
my children, continue to
use this area and obtain
such enjoyment brings me
great pleasure.

The fact that we didn't
build jumps for our bikes
"when I was a youth", is
quite simply, an out of date,
archaic, and lame argu-
ment.

Times have changed
and the youth of today are
better educated, more cre-
ative, and more demanding
of our resources.

I suggest we endorse
their activities, but provide
guidance with our collective
experience to ensure that
their activities are safe 
and not environmentally
destructive.

Of course, to reach a
compromise between the
two we must revisit our val-
ues about strict conserva-
tion and make some deci-
sions about whether con-
servation wins above all, or
whether our values, such
as recreation, can take
precedence for a small
area within the woodlot.

With regards to Mr.
Dickie's "environmental
conscience", I have seen
one too many times the
voice of uneducated and
uninformed so called 'envi-
ronmentalists' who lack the
basic understanding of how
our ecosystems work.

As a trained geographer
and consultant to the natu-
ral resource and environ-
mental industry for more
than 20 years, I can tell you
that our ecosystems do not
easily erode due to man's
impact, and in fact, are
much more resilient than
most understand.

Losing some herba-
ceous ground cover is not
necessarily a bad thing. It
happens all the time in
nature.

The issue is to manage
change, not stop it, to
accommodate those values
of most importance.

All natural landscapes,
especially in urban environ-
ments like Aurora, must be

By DICK ILLINGWORTH
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tion among our youth and
the Town, to develop "wood-
lot biking" areas that not
only meet the demand
shown, but to also address
environmental stewardship.

It is my belief that the
Town should proactively
service this demand by
establishing "woodlot bik-
ing" areas in both
Sheppard’s Bush and Case

Woodlot that can safely be
managed and maintained to
meet all objectives.

This would restrict bik-
ing, and particularly bike
jumping, to a predefined
area where damage to
ground cover, trees and
other vegetation can be
managed and restricted.

It is important to under-
stand that changes to our
natural environment are not

necessarily bad, it is simply
adjusting our social value
system to accommodate a
recreation demand in con-
cert with a conservation tar-
get. This is not new, it is in
fact, the focus of most natu-
ral resource agencies
across North America.

Can there be more effort
in managing a predefined
area for biking than the cur-
rent effort to regularly

destroy it?
Additionally, no one

would be better to guide our
youth than our Parks Dept.
folks, supported by trained
forestry consultants, who
could work with our youth to
build these jumps they so
passionately crave, and
maintain the area so it is
safe for all.

With a predefined area
for biking and bike jumping

we could also address lia-
bility concerns, ensure bet-
ter safety for our children,
and promote positive val-
ues for our community.

This opportunity pres-
ents a clear win-win situa-
tion for all parties.

The Town must also
realize that building BMX or
skate parks (as planned)
will not satisfy this demand.

There is a natural com-
ponent to mountain biking
and jumping that is simply
not satisfied by the physics
used for BMX biking.

Mountain bikes and
BMX bikes are fundamen-

tally different in design.
Town Council now has

the opportunity to show the
residents of Aurora, that
indeed, they will listen, and
they will meet the demand
shown by our community.

I implore interested par-
ents to support this effort,
and our Town's caretakers,
to set a precedent for other
communities to follow.

With the summer quickly
approaching I urge the
Town to address this issue
immediately.

David J. Buckley
Aurora

Parent seeks co-operation with mountain bikers
From page 6

Town Park visitor didn’t go to dance
To the editor,

I am writing to convey
my dismay over the deci-
sion to move the Canada
festivities of June 30th from
the Town Park to the new
location, somewhere in the
industrial park.

The Town Park was built

for the community to gather
in.

It is a convenient, cen-
tral location where many
people can walk to.

There are not many
people who are within
walking distance to this
new place.

I have always enjoyed

Aurora for the sense of
community and small town
feel that it has.

I am concerned that the
move to the new location
will make the event feel like
something that would take
place in Newmarket.

Anyway, several long
time Aurora residents and I

have been going to the
Town Park event for years,
and enjoying the walk
there.

This year we cannot
walk there so we did not
attend.

I have spoken with
many other residents who
have no desire to attend
the new location.

Hopefully this is a one-
year mistake and after you
see the disappointment
many people have and the
general lack of success of
the festivities, you will
bring it back to Town Park.

Oh, but I almost forgot
this is an election year, so
who knows who will be
making the decision about
it next year.

Cheers and Happy
Canada Day.

Mark Ford
Aurora

People respond to flags
To the editor,

I would like to thank
everyone for attending the
Farmer's Market July 1st.
It was, by far, the most
successful to date and
there were more new
faces than in any one day
in the past.

It was great that all of
the vendors handed out
Canadian flags on such

an important day.
The winners of the bas-

ket of goods donated by
the vendors were Chuck
and Cheryl Bombardieri of
Aurora.

Next week, July 8th, we
are raffling off three
Toronto Blue Jay tickets in
the gold section and a
parking pass for the July
15th game.

The value is more than

$160 and the raffle tickets
will cost $5 each or three
for $10.

All money raised will go
the Aurora Food Pantry.

Also, if you have any
non-perishable goods for
the Food Pantry, please
bring them along to the
market.

Nigel Kean
Aurora

Council ponders hydro money
completion of the
Arboretum master plan, a
youth centre through the
completion of the Library
Square project, and a
museum historical centre.

The consultant recom-
mended council establish
a State of Good Repair
Reserve and transfer 80
to 90 percent of the
money to that reserve to
keep the town's infra-
structure in good order.

He also suggested 10
to 20 per cent of the pro-
ceeds be transferred to a
reserve created to fund
new capital projects not
eligible for funding from
development charge rev-
enues.

Councillor John West
proposed the recommen-

dations be accepted but
others wanted to debate
the report.

Councillor Damir
Vrancic asked why the
report had not included
options and suggested
having a brainstorming
session with citizens.

Councillor Evelyn Buck
said she was disappointed
with the report as it mere-
ly recommended the pro-
ceeds be switched from
one reserve fund to anoth-
er and the money was
doing nothing for the com-
munity.

Councillor Bill Hogg
questioned the percent-
age split and and said he

would have liked to have
seen something more
exciting as it was found
money and it shouldn't be
used for past indiscretions
of council.

Councillor Nigel Kean
referred to the petition
signed by 100 residents
that the town acquire the
Henderson lands and
asked why there was noth-
ing in the recommenda-
tions about the purchase.

It was finally agreed to
refer the report to staff
who will bring it back to a
general committee meet-
ing in September based
on the various comments
by councillors.

From page 1
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The Board of Directors, Staff and Golf Committee
of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce,

would like to express their gratitude to the following 

CORPORATE & HOLE SPONSORS of our 

25th Annual Golf Tournament 
in Memory of the Late Len Leitch 

Len was an ardent supporter of our Tournaments for many years and we are 
pleased to be making a donation to the Heart & Stroke Foundation in his memory.

A & B COURIER SERVICE LTD.
AB COX PONTIAC BUICK GMC LTD.

ADVER SIGNS OF SHARON LTD.
AQUA GRILL RESTAURANT, AURORA

ASPARAGUS & CHIVES
AURORA FINANCIAL SERVICES

AURORA GREENHOUSE INC.
AURORA ONLINE – ROB SCHUETZE

AW, SHUCKS! SEAFOOD BAR & BISTRO
BACKYARD POOL & SPA COMPANY LTD.

BALDWIN’S STEAK AND SEAFOOD
BRUCE SPRAGG, RE/MAX EXECUTIVE REALTY INC. (1996)

BUTLER’S LANDSCAPING
CFA INDUSTRIES INC.

CHINOOK
CVR LEADERSHIP

DIAMOND GROUNDSKEEPING SERVICES
DIGITAL BUSINESS SYSTEMS
DiNARDO’S – THE MANSION

DOVER CARPET & FLOOR GALLERY
GALLAUGHER CONTRACTING LTD.

GOODYEAR TIRE AND AUTO
HARTWELL THAYER FINANCIAL SERVICES GROUP

HIGHLAND CHEVROLET CADILLAC LTD.
JOHNSON FINANCIAL GROUP

KWIK-KOPY PRINTING & DESIGN
LAW INSURANCE BROKERS LIMITED

LAURION LAW OFFICE
LENARD LIND – L. H. LIND REALTY INC.
LONNY MARK CRIMINAL LAW OFFICE

MAGNA INTERNATIONAL INC.
MARILYN REDVERS – ROYAL LePAGE YOUR COMMUNITY REALTY

MICHAEL DINNER – CENTURY 21/ST. ANDREW’S REALTY INC.
NEWMARKET SCHOOL OF FINE ART

OAKVIEW TERRACE
OVATION MEETING SOLUTIONS INC.
PEDDLE & POLLARD LAW OFFICE

PLODER’S COLLISION LTD.
POSTNET AURORA

RAVE AUDIO VISUAL
REGIONAL FENCE.CA

ROMILL SECURITY SYSTEMS
ROYAL WOOD SHOP

ROYAL WOODWORKING CO. LTD.
SEAN HERBINSON – RE/MAX YORK GROUP REALTY INC.

SHUGART & ASSOCIATES
SIGMA PROMOTIONS

STATE FARM INSURANCE – MARTIN BERMINGHAM
STIRLING COOK DEVELOPMENTS INC.

THE CANADIAN PRIVACY INSTITUTE INC.
THE ELLIS STUDIOS LIMITED

THE GOOD BROTHERS
THE I LOVE TO TRAVEL GROUP
(formerly Aurora Cruise & Travel)

THE MASTER BLASTERS
VAN NOSTRAND & PARTNERS CERTIFIED GENERAL ACCOUNTANTS

VILLENEUVE HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
VIRTUAL OPTION – MARION TRIPP

Gratitude to the following 
PRIZE DONORS  

ACI AURORA CABLE INTERNET
AURORA HOME HARDWARE BUILDING CENTRE

AW, SHUCKS!  BAR & BISTRO
BALDWIN’S STEAK HOUSE & BAR
BEAU BRUMMELL TAILORS INC.

CULLIGAN WATER – RON BUTLER
DEVONSHIRE CONSULTING – NYAL HOPE

DOVER CARPET & FLOOR GALLERY
GREENHAM’S DISTINCTIVE CLOTHIER

HALLMARK CARDS CANADA
HODDER IN THE VILLAGE HAIR SALON

HOME DEPOT AURORA
JEFF O’NEILL – TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS

JOIA RISTORANTE
KING HENRY’S ARMS II

MAGNA GOLF CLUB
MARTIN BERMINGHAM – STATE FARM INSURANCE

MAYOR TIM JONES
MOLSON’S BREWERY – CHAD MacDONALD

PETTICOAT LANE FINE LINGERIE, CRUISE & SWIMWEAR
PICTURE THIS FRAMING STUDIO

REC CYCLE ‘n’ SPORTS
ROYAL WOOD SHOP LTD.

ROYAL WOODWORKING CO. LTD.
SILVER LAKES GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB

ST. ANDREW’S VALLEY GOLF CLUB
THE I LOVE TO TRAVEL GROUP

(formerly Aurora Cruise and Travel)
THE ONE & ONLY SHOES, CLOTHING and ACCESSORIES COMPANY LTD.

THOMPSON’S FINE FURNITURE
TOM & JERRY’S BISTRO

TORA RISTORANTE
WESTVIEW GOLF CLUB

WOODEN STICKS GOLF CLUB
2001 AUDIO VIDEO – RALPH KUNITZKY

Special thanks to our Golfers,
Volunteers and Westview Golf Club for a great day!

APPRECIATION TO LANCE BROWN OF CFTO
FOR BEING THE MC FOR THE EVENING

We look forward to having you with us in 2007! 

Allan Cruickshank, Agent
300 Wellington Street East
Aurora, ON L4G 1J5
Bus: 905-727-2749
allan.cruickshank.qjbb@statefarm.com

Arriving in her big red
bus (well, actually, it’s a
motorhome) Federal
Liberal leadership
hopeful Martha Hall
Findlay was in Aurora
last week, and was met
by Aurora mayoralty
hopeful Nigel Kean.
Hall Findlay, who was
primed to fight for 
the Newmarket-Aurora
riding in the last 
federal election was
nudged out of the 
position when then
C o n s e r v a t i v e  M P
B e l i n d a  S t r o n a c h
crossed the floor of the
house to join the
Liberals. The move put
Hall Findlay out of a
riding and since none
was being offered at
the time, she became
the first candidate to
sign up for the leader-
ship after Paul Martin
announced he was
stepping down. In a
field of 11 candidates,
Hall Findlay has been
spending her time
introducing herself to
the country thanks to
her red bus which has
now been from one
coast to the other.
Later in the evening,
bottom photo, she was
guest at a Liberal gath-
ering in Aurora where
she met briefly with
one of the participants,
Rosemary Park.

Auroran photos 
by Ron Wallace 

Martha
visits

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

PEIRCE McNEELY   ASSOCIATES

REAL ESTATE
CIVIL & FAMILY LITIGATION

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL LAW
Wills & Estates
(905) 727-8900

Offices in Toronto and York Region (Aurora)



REWARD YOURSELF BY GIVING UP YOUR OLD CAR. Get off an eligible new GM vehicle when you send your old car to a better place. 
Visit carheaven.ca or visit your local GM dealer for details.

$1000
For the latest information, visit us at gmcanada.com, drop by your local Pontiac • Buick • GMC Dealer or call us at 1-800-GM-DRIVE. �Based on a 48 month lease for 2006 Pontiac (G5 Pursuit Coupe or Sedan R7B). Annual kilometre limit of 20,000
km, $0.15 per excess kilometre. Lease APR may vary depending on amount of down payment/trade. A down payment or trade of $2,505 and $0 security deposit is required. Option to purchase at lease end is $6,540 plus applicable taxes. Other lease options are available. Freight ($1,045), license, insurance, registration, administration fees and
taxes are not included. ‡Financing approved on GMAC credit only 2006 Pontiac (G5 Pursuit). Based on a 48 month term. Down payment, trade and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $10,000 at 0%, the monthly payment is
$208.33 for 48 months. Cost of borrowing is $0.Total obligation is $10,000. Offer is unconditionally interest-free.�‡Offers apply as indicated to the lease or finance of 2006 new or demonstrator models of the vehicles equipped as described. Offers apply to qualified retail customers in the Ontario Pontiac • Buick • GMC Dealer Marketing Association
area only (including Outaouais and excluding Northwestern Ontario). Dealer trade may be required. Limited quantities of 2006 models available. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offer which may not be combined with other offers. See your dealer for conditions and details.�Based on Natural Resources Canada’s 2006
Fuel Consumption Guide Ratings. ®Registered trademark of General Motors Corporation. TD Canada Trust licensed user of mark. Visa International Service Association/TD Canada Trust and GM licensed user of marks. ®Trade-mark of The Canada Trust Company. ®Service contract required. OnStar uses existing emergency service
providers as well as cellular and satellite technologies. Vehicle electrical system needs to be operating for features to function properly. See your dealer for conditions and details.�For more information, visit gm.xmradio.ca. The XM name and related logos are registered trademarks of XM Satellite Radio Inc.�Warranty based on 5 years
or 100,000 km. Whichever comes first, see dealer for conditions and details.

VISIT YOUR LOCAL PONTIAC BUICK GMC DEALER TODAY.
HURRY IN WHILE SUPLIES LAST.

AN EVENT
SO BIG, IT’S

MONUMENTAL.

STANDARD FEATURES ON 
R7B MODEL:
• 2.2L 145 hp ECOTEC Engine
• Automatic Transmission
• Air Conditioning
• CD Stereo
• 15” Wheels
• 60/40 Split Folding Rear Seat
• 5-Year/100,000 km 

GM Powertrain Warranty 
with $0 Deductible�

G5 PURSUIT WITH 
AIR AND AUTOMATIC

HWY: 6.1L/100km • 46mpg
CITY: 9.5L/100km • 30mpg

�

2006 G5 Pursuit 2006 Civic DX 2006 Corolla CE 
Features Base Sedan Sedan Sedan

Horsepower 145 140 126
Torque (lb.-ft.) 155 128 122

More Performance Traction assist optional na na
Electric power steering standard na na
Spoiler standard na na

More Capability Cargo capacity L (cu.ft.) 397 (14.0) 340 (12.0) 385 (13.6)
60/40 split folding rear seat standard na standard

More Convenience Automatic headlight control standard na na
Variable intermittent wipers standard na na
Driver information centre standard na na
Power trunk release standard na na
XM radio * optional na na
Quiet steel technology standard na na

*now available Based on available competitive information.

NOW

PURCHASE FINANCING FOR
48 MONTHS‡

OR

AVAILABLE IN COUPE OR SEDAN.

CHECK OUT HOW PONTIAC 
STACKS UP. pontiac.gmcanada.com Ask about our three months

of no-charge XM service

�

Redeem your GM
VISA earnings today.

DOWN LEASE

$0

$2,000

$3,000

$233

$190

$168

$179� 2.0
SMARTLEASE

APR 
PER MONTH/48 MONTHS

$2,505 DOWN PAYMENT
$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

AT
%

AURORAN, Week of July 4, 2006 - 9 



If you fit into one of these 
categories and have not been 

contacted by us,
Please call

905-853-4645

New to the community?
Expecting a baby

at your house?
Newly Engaged?
New Business/
Professional?

A Civic minded
Business interested 

in sponsoring 
Welcome Wagon?
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Tom McPherson

John Kalm Cameron Paulikot

James “Brad” Lewis

Tom McPherson, John Kalm and Cameron Paulikot 
welcome James “Brad” Lewis 

and his clients to Aurora 
and to the law firm now to be known as 

McPherson & Lewis

Announcement

McPherson and Lewis    T: 905-727-3151  •  F: 905-841-4395

9 0 5 - 7 2 7 - 9 4 4 4

FRANK METEBRUCE CHAPPELL
Come and see the all new 

Cobalt and HHR.

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora 
210 Edward St. 905-727-2900

www.gatewaylanes.ca

BOWLING DAY CAMP
AUG. 14TH TO 18TH

AGES 6 - 12 
Cost $125 (INCLUDES LUNCHES)

We appreciate your business!
Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora  •  905-727-4751

Home Hardware
AURORA

Get your 
Water 

Softener Salt
from “Home!

Heritage planners from across Ontario are taken on a tour by John McIntyre
of the Heritage Advisory Committee of Aurora last week following a meeting
of the group hosted by the Town of Aurora at Hillary House National Historic
Site. Aurora had the opportunity to showcase some of its historic buildings
such as Hillary House and discuss its recent and ongoing heritage conser-
vation initiatives such as the successful Old House Restoration Workshop,
recent heritage designations, the upcoming Doors Open event and the
Northeast Old Aurora Heritage Conservation District. Hillary House is in the
background.

Whistle talks continue
Residents may have to

listen to train whistles for a
little while yet.

The Town of Aurora was
advised recently that York
Region does not support the
elimination of train whistles
at their two regional road
crossings because of
pedestrian volumes, sight-
line concerns and concern
for regional liability.

Those crossings are the
St. John’s Sideroad and
Wellington Street.

Since complaints started
about the noise, gates have
been installed at all level
crossings in Aurora and
negotiations to eliminate the

whistle noise continue.
York has agreed to con-

tact representatives of
municipalities involved in
the train whistling dispute to
learn how they dealt with
the liability issue and to fol-
low up with Transport
Canada regarding the on-
going evaluation of a new
concept called wayside
horns.

The concept of the way-
side horn system is to
replace the locomotive
horns with roadway horn
systems at railway level
crossings, which allows the
noise to be more directed at
automobilies and away from

the surrounding area.
It is expected that if the

wayside horn system is
approved by Transport
Canada and adopted by the
region, the cost will be the
responsibility of Aurora.

No Frills expansion
gets okay from Town

A  c o u p l e  o f  w e e k s  
ago,  Aurora ’s  Genera l
Committee had a tough
time deciding what to do
with a staff report dealing
with an 8,000 square foot
expansion to the south of
the No Frills Store in the
Aurora Shopping Centre.

They got over it last
week at a council meeting,
voting unanimously to allow
the project to proceed.

The application for
expansion was received in
July, 2005, and the propos-
al called for the elimination
of the central roadway
which divides the existing
parking lot in half.

That would force traffic in
front of the stores which
was seen as a hazard by
councillors.

In addition, the proposed
expansion would force traf-
fic to make a sharp turn at
the bottom of the westerly
ramp from Murray Drive,
which some members of
council found unacceptable
and it was referred back to
staff and the applicant 
to resolve the expressed
concerns.

A public planning meet-
ing was held last February
with no members of the
public in attendance to sup-
port or oppose the applica-
tion.

At that time councillors
questioned realignment of
parking, landscaping, snow
removal and protection to
the residential area to the
west, and approved the
application in principle sub-
ject to the resolution of out-

standing issues.
In a report to the general

committee, staff recom-
mended that the Director of
Planning be authorized to
execute a site plan agree-
ment including the proposed
changes.

Planner Harry Froussios
appeared before the gener-
al committee meeting to
support the staff report.

He pointed out that the
centre roadway would be
retained and proper signage
would be displayed on site,
there would be additional
landscaping along Murray
Drive and the west bound-
ary with a fence to protect
the residential areas.

He said all garbage bins
would be removed from the
rear of the stores to provide
parking and an enclosed
central garbage pick-up
area would be constructed
in the northwest corner.

Councillor Phyllis Morris
objected to authorizing the
Director of Planning execut-
ing the site plan agreement
claiming that it should be
returned to council for
approval as there had been

objections to the applica-
tion.

She questioned if any
correspondence had been
received regarding the
application with staff reply-
ing in the negative.

Her motion for the site
plan to be returned to coun-
cil was lost on a 4-4 vote.

A subsequent motion to
adopt the staff report was
also lost on the same tie
vote, stalemating approval
of the site plan until the
committee report went to
council Tuesday night.

Mr. Froussios was back
to speak on the stalemate at
the committee meeting.

He said the applicant
wanted to start construction
in July as the site plan was
complete and he requested
council support.

He noted that failing
council support, his client
could abandon the project
or launch an appeal to the
Ontario Municipal Board.

Without further discus-
sion council approved the
original staff recom-
mendation to the general
committee.

Kelly Malehmir 
Mortgage Specialist

416-417-8838
Rates are on the 
rise...call now!

Northwood Mortgage 9050 Yonge St., Ste. 501, Richmond Hill



Led by another fine pitch-
ing performance from birth-
day boy Joe Ariganello, the
Goodyear Aurora Jays
Peewee select team evened
their record at 1-1 with a
convincing 15-10 victory
over the visiting King City
Cobras recently at James
Lloyd Park in Aurora.

Ariganello scattered two
hits and shut out the King
City team over the first three
innings, allowing his team-
mates to focus on offence.

The team combined for
15 hits, with all the players
in the batting order con-
tributing to the win.

Ricky Evans led the way,
going three for three with
two runs batted in.

The Jays scored three
runs in succession off the
suicide-squeeze play, and
showed plenty of speed and
smarts on the base pads all
afternoon.

Braedan Mackenzie and
first baseman Andrew
Welsman played outstand-
ing defence, with
Mackenzie's diving catch in
left on a line-drive smash in
the third inning inspiring his
mates to snuff out a King
City threat.

Billy Ferguson shut the

door on King City in the final
frame as he pitched out of
trouble, helping his own
cause with two strikeouts
over his one and a third
innings of relief.

The Goodyear Jays hit
the road for a few away
games and tournaments
then return home to play a
double-header with league-
leading Midland Saturday,
July 16 at 1 p.m.

If you fit into one of these 
categories and have not been 
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Please call

905-853-4645

New to the community?
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New Business/
Professional?

A Civic minded
Business interested 

in sponsoring 
Welcome Wagon?

Individual & Relationship Counselling

Confidentiality Assured
Day and Evening Appointments

!Stress Anxiety !Depression

!Burnout !Grief & Bereavement

!Women's Issues !Self Esteem Issues

!Addictions !Trauma

29 Centre St. West, Richmond Hill

Cora Clearwater R.N.A.
Member of OACCPP

905-726-9218

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 
• In Driver Education since 1979 
• MTO Approved Course Provider

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

ASK ABOUT OUR no obligation trial program

(905) 713- 3733
Training Services

For the time 
of your life!
Aurora Shopping Centre 

14800 Yonge St. 905-841-0055

Months6

*OAC

THE RENOVATION DOCTOR 
Renovation, Repair, Concept to Completion 

Basements, Bathrooms and Kitchens, Ceramic Tile 
Electrical, Plumbing, Framing and Drywall.

35 Years’ Experience, Free Estimates

“We do it right or We don’t do it at all”

905-478-1221 
M.D. Thorne  •  Queensville, Ontario 

www.the-renovation-doctor.com

York Simcoe Interlock 
Baseball Bantam 

Bantam Standings
As of June 26, 2006

Games Total

Team                                  Played      Wins   Losses  Ties    Pts.

Bradford Lions Club 4 4 0 0     8
Georgina – Red 6 4 2 0 8
Part Source 7 3 3 1 7
Dell Roofing 4 3 1 0 6
DiSal Contracting & Design 6 3 3 0 6
Showcase Furniture Galleries 6 3 3 0 6
Royal Wood Shop 4 2 2 0 4
Armstrong Petroleums 5 2 3 0 4
Sutton Legion 3 1 1 1 3
Wait’s Bathroom Plus 5 1 4 0 2
Smith William & Bateman 6 1 5 0 2

SCORES

Smith William & Bateman     7
Part Source                           3

Royal Wood Shop                 9
Showcase Furniture Galleries 5

Showcase Furniture Galleries 11
DiSal Contracting & Design     0

Armstrong Petroleums             12
Royal Wood Shop                  3

Part Source                          11
Wait’s Bathroom Plus            6

York Simcoe Interlock 
Baseball Midget 

Midget Standing
As of June 26, 2006

Team Played Wins  Losses  Ties Pts.

Extreme Pita 5 5 0 0 10
Braywood Services 7 4 2 1 9
NorthView Collision 8 4 3 1 9
Dixon Medical Pharmacy 5 3 1 1 7
Greenham’s Distinctive Clothier 6 2 3 1 5
Rowan Hardwood Floors 7 2 5 0 4
McAlpine Ford 6 1 4 1 3
Marlin Travel 4 0 3 1 1

SCORES

Dixon Medical Pharmacy       7
McAlpine Ford                     6

Braywood Services           12
Marlin Travel                     9

Braywood Services       1
NorthView Collision         1

Rowan Hardwood Floors  10
McAlpine Ford             9

NorthView Collision          12
Rowan Hardwood Floors          3

York Simcoe Interlock 
Baseball Mosquito 

Mosquito Standings
As of June 26, 2006

Team Played   Wins Losses  Ties   Pts.

RCR Royal LePage 9 8 1 0 16
Rotary Club of Aurora 8 6 2 0 12
RONA Cashway 8 5 3 0 10
AURORAestate.ca 9 5 4 0 10
BMO – Mortgages 7 3 4 0 6
Flex ‘n’ Gate 8 2 6 0 4
TD Waterhouse 
Wealth Management 9 0 9 0 0

SCORES

RCR Royal LePage             14
TD Waterhouse Wealth        3

BMO – Mortgages                6
AURORAestate.ca              3

Rotary Club of Aurora          11
RONA Cashway                   10

Flex ‘n’ Gate                         8
TD Waterhouse Wealth        6  

RONA Cashway                   17
AURORAestate.ca               12

RCR Royal LePage             10
BMO – Mortgages                5

York Simcoe Interlock 
Baseball Peewee 
Peewee Standings

As of June 26, 2006

Team                                       Played  Wins    Losses Ties    Pts.

FileBank Records 10 7 3 0 14
Phil’s Motors 9 4 4 1 9
FutureStars Baseball Camp 5 3 1 1 7
Mastercut Property Services 6 3 2 1 7
Aurora Home Hardware 3 3 0 0 6
Centre Ice Sports 3 2 1 0 4
Good Year – Aurora 5 2 3 0 4
Rhind Electric 4 1 3 0 2
Toronto Star 4 1 3 0 2
Gary’s Service & Towing 3 0 2 1 1
Pefferlaw Lions Club 4 0 4 0 0

SCORES

Mastercut Property Services   14
FileBank Records                  9

Rhind Electric                   12
Phil’s Motors                         6

FileBank Records                12
Pefferlaw Lions Club            3

York Simcoe Interlock 
Baseball Rookie 

Rookie Ball Standings
As of June 26, 2006

Team Played Wins   Losses    Ties  Pts.

King 2 ( Schomberg I.G.A..) 5 4 0 1 9
Dr. Chan – Bradford 4 2 1 1 5
Dr. Orschel’s Drillers 4 2 1 1 5
Priestly Demolition 8 1 6 1 3
King 1 3 1 2 0 2

SCORES

Dr. Orschel’s Drillers           22
Priestly Demolition               15

King 2 ( Schomberg I.G.A..)  12
King 1                                     7

King 2 ( Schomberg I.G.A..)  21
Dr. Chan – Bradford              15

Priestly Demolition               14
King 1                                    7

Scores for Pee Wee Division.

June 19

Mastercut Property Services, 
14 vs. FileBank Records, 9 

June 20

Mastercut Property Services, 
13 vs. Toronto Star, 3

June 26

Good Year Aurora, 6 vs.
Centre Ice Sports, 14

FutureStars Basball Camp 8, vs 
Mastercut Property Services 6

June 27

Good Year Aurora, 5 vs 
Aurora Home Hardware, 13

Aurora Goodyear
Jays triumph
over King City
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126 Wellington St. W. •   905-841-1633
New extended hours

(Corner of Haida Dr.) Enter via PHARMASAVE PHARMACY

Wellington Medical 

Walk-in Clinic 
• No Appointment Required 
• Travel, Wart and Acne Clinic
• Online appointment

Book at www.medhelp.ca

Dr. John Fitzsimons

Dr. W. Ateyah 
Now accepting 
new patients

COURSE STARTS
JULY 17
4 DAYS

905-726-4132

www.youngdrivers.com

Find Out What your 
Home is Worth On-Line 

visit:

www.QuickOnlineEvaluation.com
ReMax Omega Realty (1988) Ltd.

the same arguments as
used at the general commit-
tee meeting.

In response to a ques-
tion as to whether staff had
contacted Trinity Anglican
Church officials regarding
the use of the parking lot
during the week, the
Director of Leisure Services
replied that he had dis-

cussed parking with Father
Philip Poole on a couple of
occasions but there was no
agreement and there had
been no recent contact.

Councillor Bill Hogg said
that taxpayers had spent a
lot of money on the library
and it had been planned
with very limited parking
and the 15 spaces with the
demolition of the former

general committee meeting.
A motion was then pre-

sented not to demolish
either building and staff pre-
pare a list of issues to be

resolved, obtain outside
help and plan a consultation
program with the public
which was adopted on a 9-0
vote.

seniors’ centre wouldn't
solve the problem.

Councillor Nigel Kean
who had made the success-
ful compromise motion
adopted at the general com-
mittee, suggested both
buildings be saved and the
Town seek alternative park-
ing arrangements either at
Trinity Church or behind
nearby stores on Yonge
Street.

He said it was disgusting
to even consider demolish-
ing more than $3 million
worth of assets for a park-
ing lot when so many
Aurora-based non-profit
community groups needed
space.

Councillor Phyllis Morris
pointed out that when the
library was built in 1999
council had given very little
consideration for parking
and her vision of Aurora did
not include a parking lot and
she would not consider any
demolition without a full
impact study and communi-
ty input.

She added that by creat-
ing more parking, council
would be encouraging the
use of cars and that it was a
transit issue rather than a
parking issue.

Councillor Wallace said
he was opposed to the
demolition of both buildings
especially the former library
and council didn't have
enough answers to make a
well-informed decision.

Councillor Damir Vrancic
pointed out that council was

rehashing the general com-
mittee debate as no new
information had been intro-
duced.

He stressed the need for
an overall parking study of
the downtown area as there
were some empty parking
lots.

He added that no studies
had been carried out and no
alternatives offered and
asked if the next step would
be to demolish Victoria Hall.

The question of parking
meters and valet parking
were also introduced as
ideas successfully used in
other municipalities and
public institutions.

Mayor Tim Jones said it
was necessary to be realis-
tic and 15 spaces were not
enough and the library
needed help.

Sensing defeat and the
possible need to seek out-
side assistance, Councillor
West said he would with-
draw his motion which was
challenged by Councillor
Morris under a little-known
section of the procedural
bylaw.

Her challenge to the
withdrawal motion was
upheld on a 5-4 vote with
Mayor Jones and
Councillors Buck, Hogg and
West on the losing side.

The West motion to
demolish both buildings was
defeated on a 6-3 vote with
Mayor Jones and
Councillors Buck and West
on the losing side, exactly
the way the vote went at the

From page 1

Library Square issue back to the drawing board

Aurora food bank
will see the light

Clients of food banks in
Aurora, Markham,
Richmond Hill and
Vaughan will receive ener-
gy-efficient light bulbs as
part of a conservation pro-
gram being offered by
PowerStream, Inc., in con-
junction with York Region
Food Network (YRFN).

It is expected that the
use of these compact fluo-
rescent light (CFL) bulbs
will help food bank clients
reduce electricity con-
sumption and save money.

“Our clients are on very
tight household budgets.
This program will help to
save money and not
require clients to take
funds from their limited
food budget,” said
Elizabeth Brims, YRFN
Executive Director. “We
applaud PowerStream for
bringing this initiative to
us.”

The program will see
more than 2,000 CFL bulbs
distributed at the four food
banks over the next several
weeks.

“The assistance of
YRFN enables us to reach
a significant number of low-
income households and
moves us one step closer
towards building a culture
of conservation in our serv-
ice territory,” said Patrick
Guran, PowerStream’s
Chief Energy Conservation
Officer.

York Region Food
Network (YRFN) is a food
security agency that works
with York Region food
banks to coordinate food
drives and the distribution
of food supplies across the
region.

In 2005, York Region
food banks fed 46,575 peo-
ple of which 20,900 were
children.
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Embroidery 
Heat Transfers 

Screen Printing 
Twill 

Logo Digitizing 
Full Line of Clothing 

& Sportswear

School Team Jerseys 
Promotional Wear 
Corporate Wear 
Staff Uniforms 
Sports Wear 

All Work Guaranteed!

Tel: (905) 773-5035
www.logowearcanada.com

Light up your life!
Lighting • Fixtures • Fans 

220 Industrial Pkwy. S. 905-841-2832
Call for hours

Great Prices 

CRIMINAL 
DEFENCE

BAIL

WILLS,
ESTATES

REAL
ESTATE

YOUNG 
OFFENDERS

Susan E.Tucker 
Lawyer & Notary Public

905 727-7775
FAMILY 

LAW

RUMOURS AND RAMBLINGS

In August, 1985, Mayor Dick Illingworth met the
youngest delegation in the town's history as they visited
him with a complaint and before they left they got his
name on their petition.

The delegation consisted of young children from the
apartment building on Wellington Street West directly
across the road from the then town's administrative centre.

It seems the Baldwin Pre-School Centre, a day-care
facility located in the apartment building, had exclusive
use of the playground space and equipment located to the
rear of the building.

When a chain link fence was constructed, complete
with locked gates, surrounding the equipment, the kids
from the apartment building were locked out and they
objected, resulting in the petition and the visit to the
mayor.

The petition was sent to the owners of the building and
the end results were lost in the passage of time, unless
some of those kids, now adults, can recall the results of
their petition.

SPACE RENTAL AT THE SENIORS’ CENTRE

Last February, Grace Jones of the Canadian
Federation of University Women, wrote to the Leisure
Services Advisory Committee requesting a room at the
Seniors’ Centre at either no cost or a reduced rental rate
as the organization couldn't afford the $100 per hour rate.

The committee requested a staff report indicating a
cost benefit analysis of the West-McKenzie Room rental at
the Seniors’ Centre, a record of bookings and the process
undertaken to arrive at the room rental rate of $100 per
hour.

The committee report was endorsed at the April coun-
cil meeting including the committee recommendations
requesting a staff report.

Yet at a subsequent council meeting, without comment,
discussion or the staff report, council confirmed the rental
rate of $100 per hour.

Short memories or just in a hurry?

PRICE CHANGES OVER THE YEARS

Inflation, like the weather, is something everybody talks
about but nobody does anything about it.

But inflation may not be entirely responsible for a big
jump in food prices over the period, November, 1970, to
June, 1989.

A dozen grade A eggs jumped from 42 cents to $1.68, a
300 per cent increase; three quarts of 2 per cent milk went
from 67 cents to $2.57; a pound of sirloin steak from 99
cents to $3.96; and 10 pounds of granulated sugar went
from 96 cents to $4.48.

One pound of Maxwell House coffee jumped from $1.19
to $4.99; a 12 ounce jar of Billy Bee honey went from 31
cents to $1.99; and Special K cereal made the biggest jump
from 56 cents to $4.15, an increase of 641 per cent.

It might be interesting to price the same products today.

VOTER TURNOUT

A task force is currently studying low voter turnout in
Aurora municipal elections as in 2003 the turnout was 33
per cent and it is hoped to increase that number in the
November 13 election.

Traditionally, municipal elections draw the lowest per-
centage of voter turnout, falling behind provincial and feder-
al elections, but whose turnout rate has dropped significant-
ly in recent elections.

But in November, 1982, Aurora set a new voting record
during the municipal election with a total of 49.2 per cent
voter turnout, an eight per cent increase over the previous
record of 41 per cent and an 18 per cent increase over the
1980 election.

Municipal electors do not seem to realize that municipal
government has a significant bearing on the day-to-day life
of a community and its citizens.

MONSTER HOMES

Council is currently grappling with the construction of

Aurora youngsters petition the mayor
monster homes which are not compatible with surrounding
homes in built-up areas of the municipality.

A staff report has been prepared but due to the length of
meeting agendas, it has not yet been considered by coun-
cil.

In October, 1990, then Councillor Judith Ochalski
warned that monster homes were creeping into the munici-
pality due to a decision made by the Committee of
Adjustment.

The committee granted a minor variance to a resident to
permit him to build his two storey home 12 feet higher than
the town bylaw allowed. She said it was the thin edge of the
wedge and the town had no policy in place that would pre-
vent monster homes.

Senior ScapeSenior Scape

By BRIAN WARBURTON

The idea of this barbe-
cue day originated when
Belinda Stronach agreed to
purchase the naming rights
to the kitchen of the Aurora
Seniors Association [ASA]
and name it ‘Belinda’s
Kitchen’, which it now is,
and will forever be.

Subsequently, Belinda,
whose star is rising and who
is in great demand, agreed
to host the event, which
originally might have had
Belinda flipping burgers,
and working the kitchen.
That idea didn’t work.

And so, the Thursday
before Canada Day was
chosen for the occasion,
and on the day of the event,
more than 200 guests filled
the ASA West-McKenzie
Hall, and overflowed outside
into adjoining rooms, into
the foyer, through the front
of the building and onto the
parking lot, and out of the
rear onto the deck, and
down among the trees of
the Arboretum, where Greg
and Catherine Foster of
M&M Meats, were running
the barbecue.

For most of Aurora,
Thursday was a regular
working day; but the ASA
was a rockin’.

The dignitaries and peo-
ple of note present, were far
too numerous to mention by
name, but many were pres-
ent and participating, plus
many more politicians and

administrators including
Aurora councillors and
administrative staff,
Belinda’s administrative
staff and high ranking
Magna officials, and many
others from the business
community and from the
Liberal Party, just too many
to mention.

Add to that the regular
members and we had a
house full to overflowing.

The retired group, for-
merly known as the Melody
Makers, entertained with
their vocalist Donna
Waterworth, and our own
Ken Elmer entertained with
his guitar accompanist.

As I mentioned earlier,
this event immediately pre-
ceded Canada Day, and
Canadian flags and red and
white colours seemed to be
everywhere. Those not
wearing the colours, felt
slightly not dressed for the
occasion.

Belinda was too much in
demand to flip many burg-
ers; she came from the ‘Hill
and right past the Grill’, and
from the ‘get go’, was filmed
and interviewed constantly.

Mayor Tim Jones and a
fine complement of senior
women, all smiling and in
red and white, did a master-
ful job serving the numerous
guests.

The media recording the
scene as it unfolded includ-
ed an ACI camera crew, a
cameraman from The
Auroran, and other media

who filmed seemingly end-
lessly.

I got some shots with my
camera, and let me tell you,
that was not an easy matter
in that bustling throng.

This was a happy, joyful
and vibrant scene with
everybody involved in the
action and will remain long
in my memory as a high-
light.

This was probably the
best attended event so far at
the ASA centre; it seems
like everything this edition of
seniors touches, turns to
gold.

The centre is an excel-
lent place as I have repeat-
ed countless times, and the
ones who get the most out
of it, are those who are
active, doing something,
getting involved and staying
involved, keeping the grey
matter busy, and growing
more of it.

Let me note also, the
commendable work done by
our fine coordinators Kelly
and Jennifer, and Matt who
keeps the place in tip top
condition; I am proud of
each of them. They were
busy this day.

I would like to add my
opinion, that the Town of
Aurora in its initiative with
the Aurora Seniors
Association is travelling a
road to excellence.

The investment made by
the Town into the seniors’
centre and its location, is
proving to be astute, able,

Belinda wows ‘em
at senior barbecue

vigilant and shrewd, and in
my opinion, the venture 
is turning into an exhilarat-
ing triumph of municipal 
politics.
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By KIM SILLCOX
Associate Director of

Admission
and Communications
St. Andrew's College

The first Doors Open Day
took place in France more
than 20 years ago, and the
concept soon spread to
other European countries.

In 2000, the first North
American Doors Open was
held in Toronto, and in 2002
the Ontario Heritage Trust
launched Doors Open
Ontario.

More than 45 communi-
ties are taking part in Doors
Open Ontario 2006, and
Aurora is one of them!

On display will be the
town's culture, history and
environment!

Join in Saturday, August
12, for free tours of Aurora's
local landmarks and hidden
heritage gems.

No tickets or pre-registra-
tion is needed. Visitors
choose their sites and tour at
their own pace.

To give you an idea of
what you can see, The
Auroran is featuring some of
the sites on a weekly basis.

Fourth in the series is St.
Andrew's College, one of
Canada's oldest all-boys’
schools.

Situated on a hill overlooking
the Town of Aurora, St.

Andrew's College may carry a
mystique for those who have
driven by the gates on Yonge
Street, but never entered.

Founded in 1899 by Dr.
George Bruce, a Presbyterian
minister from Scotland, the
school's original location was in
the Toronto neighbourhood of
Rosedale.

Inspired by his close friend
George Dickson, Rev. Bruce
named the school St. Andrew's
School for Boys after St.
Andrew, Scotland's patron
saint.

From 1918-1920, the school
temporarily relocated to Knox
College on the University of
Toronto campus, as the govern-
ment decided Rosedale would
be an ideal site for a much-
needed military hospital during
Word War One.

In 1926, St. Andrew's
College officially moved to
Aurora under the direction of its
second headmaster, D. Bruce
Macdonald.

Macdonald found comfort in
the fact that Aurora appeared to
be a one-horse town and pro-
vided few distractions for young
boys compared with city life in
Toronto.

Today, the 110-acre Aurora
campus is a beautiful reflection
of old and new, with the tradi-
tional buildings depicting the
Georgian style architecture of
ashen brick with doorways, sills
and medallions of Tyndall stone,
and a roof of green slate.

The quadrangle consisted
of four original structures of
which Dunlap Hall was the
most central, housing class-
rooms, the assembly hall,
administrative offices, the gym-
nasium, the swimming pool,
and locker rooms.

Today, Dunlap Hall houses
predominantly administrative
offices.

To the south and slightly
west of Dunlap Hall were
Flavelle House (then the Lower
School), named after its donor,
and the Upper School resi-
dence, Memorial House, com-
memorating the dead of the
First World War, both connect-
ed to a central dining room by
covered outdoor corridors.

The beautiful and stately
Headmaster's Residence and
grounds were constructed adja-
cent to Memorial House at the
south end.

Today Sifton House, is situ-
ated between Flavelle and
Memorial Houses. These three
houses make up the Upper
School residences, each hous-
ing 60 students.

The Middle School resi-
dence, Macdonald House, was
completed in 1930 and is
named after the second head-
master.

It is the first building people
see upon their arrival at the top
of the driveway.

Memorial Chapel was built
in 1931 in memory of the 113
Andreans who lost their lives in
the First World War.

The Chapel is located on
the northeast end of the quad,
adjacent to Dunlap Hall, and its
steeple can be seen from
Yonge Street.

SAC's programs and facili-
ties have continued to expand
beyond the original quadrangle
since its move to Aurora.

As one of Canada's oldest
all-boys’schools for Grades 6 to
12, St.Andrew's current popula-
tion is 534 students split evenly
between day and boarding.

The school now has an
impressive array of new facili-
ties, including the new Middle
School - Rogers Hall, named
after its benefactor.

The Gallery, located at the
heart of the school, encloses
what was previously an open
courtyard.

The Wirth Art Centre, a
stunning three-storey facility
built into the former gym and the
newly renovated Towers
Library, were both constructed
within the framework of historic
Dunlap Hall.

In all cases, the newer archi-
tectural designs were carefully
selected to complement the
original buildings mentioned
above.

Not to be missed, St.
Andrew's welcomes the com-
munity to visit August 12.

For more information,
please visit the website at
www.sac.on.ca.

Classic St. Andrew’s
has its Doors Open

Highlights of two days of Canada Day celebrations in Aurora are shown here.
In the top photo, residents await the arrival of the parade Saturday morning,
while others took advantage of the midway, set up at the Leisure Complex,
next photo. Below that, Fraktal creator Ingrid Kulbach set up a display table,
while, in the bottom photo, children enjoyed the giant castle. A huge 
fireworks display ended the activities Saturday night.

Auroran photos by David Falconer
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Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only). 
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or email your ad to classifieds@auroran.com  •  More than 76,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

CLASSIF IEDS

CLASSES • SEMINARS • WORKSHOPS • COURSES – DIRECTORY

SWIMMING
LESSONS

PET SITTING IN MY
HOME - don’t cage your
cat or small dog while
you are gone. Mature,
responsible lady will
pamper your pet. In quiet
country home. $15.00
day - dog; $10.00 day -
cat. 905-859-2489

PET SITTING

INDOOR & OUTDOOR SERVICES

FINE ART CLASSES

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish.
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

THE UPS STORE

AURORAN 
Classifieds 

905727-7128

MON. - SAT.  10 - 4 
SUN.  12 - 4

75 Mary Street, Unit 3 
905727-3300

REVISITED

GIANT
BOOK STORE
IN AURORA

HOME 

PET SITTING

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week. (*This section only) Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or email to: classifieds@auroran.com

RENOVATIONS
EXPERT

• Start to Finish 
we do it all

• Guaranteed Quality 
• On Time and 

to your satisfaction
• Bathroom Specialists 
• Energy Saving 

Improvements.

Marty 416-606-5492

USED BOOKS

Specials

TINA’S
AESTHETICS

By appt. 416-918-2028
*Tell a friend and receive $10 OFF your next visit.

We use disposable plastic foot bath inserts.

RELAXATION
PACKAGE:

Body Massage
European Facial 
Deluxe Pedicure

Manicure 
$122

WELLNESS
PACKAGE:
European

Facial 
Deluxe Pedicure

Manicure
$92

HOLIDAY
PACKAGE:
Leg Wax 

Deluxe Pedicure
Manicure

$83

(first time customers)

AESTHETICS

RRRR&&&&RRRR
Advertise

your 
Lawn/Garage Sale 

FREE!
in the AURORAN

CLASSIFIEDS

on the 

AURORAN
GARAGE

SALE 
LOCATOR

MAP

905-727-7128

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

	

	

	

	

	 	

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 8 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

	 HAPPY 50 TH  ANNIVERSARY WISHES	

CARPET - I have sev-
eral thousand yards of
new Stainmaster 
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet your
living room & hall for
$389. Price includes
carpet, pad and instal-
lation (30 square
yards). Steve 905-898-
0127.

LEARN HOW TO 
DRAW & PAINT...

just like the Masters

• beginners to advanced

• ongoing classes

• drawing & painting techniques 

• help students prepare portfolios 

for college & art school

• no artistic experience necessary

905-726-8883
Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 

Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV.

www.wellingtongallery.com
mi.design@sympatico.ca

	   SERVICES

AFFORDABLE

Writing 
Photography 

Desktop
Publishing

www.image3.ca 
Image 3 Creative Services

905 727-7600

CERTIFIED MAKEUP
ARTIST. Weddings.
Proms. Special
Occasions & Lessons.
416-838-5107

A S T O U N D I N G
R E S U L T S  w i t h
Indisputable psychic.
416-457-9904

YOUR VIRTUAL I T
d e p a r t m e n t .
325 Ind. Pkwy. S.
info@auroraonline.com
905-222-2022

	 PHOTOGRAPHY

	 CLEANING

WINDOW CLEANERS	 CONSTRUCTION	

NOW BOOKING

GRASS CUTTING

905-726-9165
Commercial • Residential
WWW.GORDONLANDSCAPE.COM

GORDON
LANDSCAPE COMPANY

(*FREE TO AURORA RESIDENTS ONLY) Call 905-727-7128

This garage sale locator map is sponsored by  Sean Herbinson - ReMax Realty •  Call Sean at 905-727-1941
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BOOKS	

AURORA SELKIES
Compe t i t i ve  Sw im
Club Privately owned
a n d  c o a c h e d  b y
Yvonne Cattrall, current
Masters World Record
holder. St. Andrew's
C o l l e g e  p o o l ,
Aurora.Private teaching
and coaching also
available, adults and
children, for leisure, fit-
ness, competitive
swimming, triathlon.
905-841-3450

FOR SALE	

CAR FOR SALE	

St. John’s Sideroad

Bloomington Rd.

Wellington St. W. Wellington St. E.

Orchard Hts. Blvd.

Aurora Hts. Dr.

Kennedy St. W.

Henderson Dr.

6

1
4

5 3

2

	 BUY & SELL

BUY AND SELL
online at WeeBay.
Kids stuff: toys, high
chairs, Maternity,
strollers, clothes, fur-
niture, stork rentals
and much more! Post
for free promo-
info@weebay.ca or,
go to our web site 
www.weebay.ca

1992 VW GOLF, silver
blue, 4 door, standard.
diesel. $1500 as is.
Message 905-841-
3925.

H A R R I S  
HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS

FREE ESTIMATES

Jeff 905-713-0325
or, 905-716-2214

Professional home repairs 
& renovations. Carpentry,

painting, 
plastering, ceramics,

floors, windows 
& doors etc.

~WE DO DECKS &
FENCES~

WE DO 
WINDOWS

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
WINDOW CLEANING
GUTTER CLEANING
SIDING CLEANING

905-392-0756

NEXT
WINDOWS & DOORS LTD.

Windows • Garage Doors • Entry Doors 
Patio and Garden Doors 

Visit our showroom 245 Pony Dr.
Newmarket 

905-954-0446 cell: 416-303-7211

WINDOWS AND DOORS	

A&H CONSTRUCTION 
& MAINTENANCE 

905-726-2894

B U S Y  M AG I C U T S
SALON now hiring 
f t / p t  s t y l i s t . G rea t
salary/comm. Health
benefits. Monthly incen-
tives and great contests.
Call Jannie. Today.
1-888-888-7778 ext.
2384

J A Z Z  D R U M M E R
retired professional
drummer. Played trios.
Big bands 1950’s - 60’s,
Toronto area. Jazz,
Dix ie land. Look ing
f o r  s i m i l a r . I n
Au r o r a / N ew m a r ke t
area. 416-452-7708

SATURDAY JULY 8TH
1) McClenny Dr. STREET SALE 8 - noon 
2) 53 Aurora Hts. Dr. 8 - 1 

3) 57 Royal Rd. 8 - noon 
4) Willis Dr. STREET SALE 8 - 1 
5) 36 Petch Cres. 8 

SAT. JULY 8 TH

GARAGE SALES 
IN AURORA

• Renovations  • Additions 
• Finished Basements
• Decks   •  Painting

• Seniors 10% OFF

LOOKING FOR
WORK

M
ur

rayDr.

R&R REVISITED
75 Mary Street, Unit 3
905-727-3300

OAK RIDGES TRAIL
GUIDEBOOK

Available at:

Only
$24.95

Only
$24.95

R&RRR&&RR
RReevviissiitt

eeddOpen 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
every day except 

Sunday – noon to 4 p.m.

OPEN

The only book store in Aurora

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING 
COMPANY 

IS LOOKING FOR FT/PT. 
Rapidly growing company, team leader positions

available, vehicle an asset, kms paid,
competitive wages.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

CLEANERS WANTED

I’L

I’LL PICK UP YOUR SCRAP
cars and trucks at no charge, and in 

some cases, pay you for them.
All deals negotiable

SCRAP WANTED

Call 905-751-3019 

S W I M M I N G
INSTRUCTION By
Yvonne Cattrall, -
Masters World Record
holder, 40 years’ expe-
rience, certified Red
Cross Instructor. Year
round, all levels, 3-4
maximum in class. 905-
841-3450

AQUARIUM. SHOW-
PIECE Tropical 36 G.
bow front 36” x 18” x 22”
deep with everything,
inc. HD filter. Plus cus-
tom cabinet stand. Tank
etc. $235 cabinet $185.
905-727-4333

Jo
hn

W
es

t W
ay

Royal Rd.

	 SCRAP WANTED

Nowhere 
to RUN?

mi.design@sympatico.ca

	 FOR RENT

	 HELP WANTED

1 BEDROOM BASE-
MENT  $800 incl. Plus
cable. Internet. Parking
and laundry available
NOW 905-726-1813.

BEAUTY SALON chair
for rent. Call Sam 905-
727-2754

DOG TRAINER	

IN-HOME 
PRIVATE 

DOG TRAINING

905-478-4060

Flexible schedules 
Available days or

evenings
J. A. (Ginny) Neher

BREEDERSSHOWCASE.COM
DOGSPORTS

also group classes

Evelyn Buck

Mugford Rd.

Windham
Tr.

Wethersfield Crt.

Hollidge Blvd.

B
ay

w
el

l C
re

s.

Spring Farm Rd.

Put your garage sale
on the Auroran Map

again this year...

NO CHARGE
Call: 905-727-7128

Advertise your
GARAGE SALE

*FREE 

THE 
AURORAN
DELIVERS

915,000
COPIES 

PER 
YEAR 

Advertise 
in  

Auroran
Classifieds 

all 
year
as 
low 
as 

$10/wk 

Consistency
is

the
key 
to 

successful 
advertising 

We are
here to 
assist 
you 

7 days 
a week 

905727-7128

Happy50 th 

Anniversary
Alan & Eileen Mitchell 

July 9, 1956

Love, Your Family

STAY-AT-HOME MOM 
with EC background 
..WILLING TO
LOOK AFTER

YOUR YOUNG CHILDREN

W
ill

is
D

r.

M
cC

le

nny D
r.

P
etch

If interested, please 
call in the early 

afternoon time at 

416-855-9447

DRAWING CLASSES

DRAWING CLASS &
S u m m e r  C a m p
http://www.yhar tstu-
dio.com/schedule.html
Call 905-713-3650

	



CONCERTS

I N  T H E  P A R K 


 2006


CONCERTS

I N  T H E  P A R K 


BBQ 

starting at 6:30pm each
evening for the concert.

GREAT

FOOD! �



GREAT


ENTERTAINMENT!


All concerts


are Free

For your seating comfort, please bring lawn chairs.
For more information visit our website www.e-aurora.ca or call 905-726-4762.

DESIGNED AND ILLUSTRATED BY TREVOR NELSON 416 579 4114

Your Community Realty, Brokerage
Aurora Home Hardware Centre

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:

SUMMER CONCERT LINE-UP
Concert times: 7:00pm - 9:00pm (Weather permitting) •Location: Town Park 

(Located at Mosley & Wells)

JULY 5TH - ERICK TRAPLIN
Non-stop fun filled music show for children of all ages. 

Dance and sing with Erick to kick off the summer.
Sponsor: Aurora Nursery School

JULY 12TH - FLEETWOOD NICKS
A night of great music by a great pop rock band that has 

all the sounds, moves and look of  Fleetwood Mac.
Sponsor: WINNERS

JULY 19TH - CADENCE
A Juno award nominated “a cappella” group of top quality! 

Whether you’re into jazz, doo-wop, classical, funk, 
or something in between, CADENCE delivers.

Sponsor: Investors Group

JULY 26TH - BROADWAY SHOWSTOPPERS
A great summer evening of broadway hits including 

songs from West Side Story, South Pacific, Sound of Music 
and Oklahoma, with quality  Opera York Stars 

led by the fabulous Andrew Tees.
Sponsor: Royal LePage

AUGUST 2ND - SWING STREET
Enjoy big band favourites, featuring the gorgeous voice 

of Danielle Bouree, with a band that can “swing”!
Sponsor: HS Financial

AUGUST 9TH - DICK SMITH AND SYNCONA
Caribana is in the air! Experience the warm, sway of music 
from the Caribbean with Dick Smith, one of the founders 
of Caribana and lead drummer from Toronto’s Lion King.

Sponsor: Aurora Home Hardware

AUGUST 16TH - “APPRECIATE OUR CANADIAN
FORCES” CONCERT

Come hear the Royal Canadian Artillery Band and 
the Air Force 400 Squadron Pipes, for 

a military show you won’t forget.

AUGUST 23RD - JANIS JOPLIN
The ultimate Janis Joplin tribute experience... 
Join the party at this final summer concert, 

with a tribute to this great singer.
Sponsor: Bell Canada

2006-ConcertsPoster  6/23/06  10:40 AM  Page 1
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