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of Habitat for Humanity
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rowanfloor.com

Aurora’s Community Newspaper

FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

[T Personal &
Business Insurance

Authorized Provi ider

ING B

INSURANCE

% 905-727-4605
www.hsfinancial.ca

WE HAVE A HISTORY OF PROTECTING YOUR FUTURE

Vol. 6 No. 30

AURORAN, Week of May 23, 2006

905-727-3300

Briefly

Subscribe to movies

Two successful movie nights by the Aurora Film Circuit have caused
organizers to begin preparing for next season.

With that in mind, the steering committee is issuing a limited edition Early
Bird Subscription Series for "The Fall Release 2006" to those who attended
the first two shows and others who may be interested.

Only 150 subscriptions - at $30 for all three movies - will be sold, and
applications are available at the Aurora Public Library.

The offer expires June 30, if they haven't all been sold by then.

Films will be screened September 11, October 2, and November 6.

This gives the movie-goer the peace of mind that comes with having
a subscription.

A limited number of tickets for individual films will be available at the Aurora
Public Library, R & R Revisited, and at the door as available.

All movies are shown at the Cineplex Odeon on Bayview Avenue.

For further information contact afc@library.aurora.on.ca.

On Aurora Cable

If you couldn't get to the recent benefit evening, the “If | Had a Million
Dollars” initiative in support of the Stephen Lewis Foundation, fret not.
Aurora Cable TV will air highlights Saturday, May 27 at 8 p.m.

Bottle drive

You can leave your beer bottles outside the beer store Saturday, and help
a worthy cause.

A bottle drive at the Aurora beer store, in the Aurora Shopping Centre, and
across Ontario, is slated for Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., to raise funds for
Joe Bowen, the voice of the Leafs, whose son successfully battled and beat
leukemia.

Donations can also be made prior to Saturday at the beer store.

Aurora Mayor Tim Jones, will volunteer from 9 until 10.30 Saturday
morning.

Organizers hope to prove Aurora is one of the best places to live and also
one of the most charitable towns in Ontario.

Bike & Board Rodeo

The Optimist Club of Aurora, PACT, The A Channel, State Farm Insurance
and the Town of Aurora will host the largest Bike and Board Rodeo in all of York
Region this Saturday, at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex.

A skateboarding clinic will be set up geared for youth 12 to 17, and provide
an opportunity to learn the safe way to manoeuvre a skateboard.

For all bike enthusiasts there will be an eight-station bike rodeo setup for
new riders to pre-teens.

The goal is to empower young cyclists with a minimal set of skills for
on-road riding.

These stations include an obstacle course and rules of the road.

The Rodeo will get underway at 10.30 a.m. A charity barbecue will be set
up, and there will be several related booths to browse through.

The entire event is free of charge.

Visit www.e-aurora.ca or call 905-726-4762 for the latest details and
schedule.

Get Eco-Fit Seminar

Nurture the green, green grass of home without costing the earth. Learn
how to fertilize, water and over-seed your lawn in an earth-friendly way while
saving yourself time and money.

How? Attend a workshop on organic lawn care presented by the York
Environmental Alliance and organized by the Environmental Advisory
Committee (EAC) of the Town of Aurora, Monday, June 19 from 7 to 9 p.m. in
the West-McKenzie Room of the new Seniors' Centre, 5 Municipal Way,
Aurora.

For information and to pre-register, call Info Aurora at 905 727-8214.

Meanwhile, the Great Curbside Giveaway continues Saturday, June 24,
beginning at 7 a.m.

Take unwanted items to the curb and post a sign saying the items are free.

Grades 4, 5 and 6 students from Regency Acres Public School had a chance last week to
learn about this peregrine falcon during a Birds of Prey workshop that took place at the
school. Among the participants were, left to right, John Lester, Ethan Douglas, Clara Reeves,
Mitchell Douglas, Maya Basdeo of the Canadian Peregrine Foundation, Louise Jenkins, aTD
CanadaTrust branch manager, and David Douglas from Aurora’s Vision Quest Environmental
Strategies Corp.The foundation offered two workshops at the school at the event sponsored

by TD Canada Trust.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Stephenson offered manager
position; Forsey prez again

Stephen Forsey is coming back
and Mary Lynn Stephenson has
been offered the job of the new gen-
eral manager of the Aurora Chamber
of Commerce.

All this activity took place
Wednesday at the annual general
meeting and election of officers for
the Chamber at the St. Andrew's
Valley Golf Club.

The Nominating Committee pre-
sented a proposed slate of officers
and directors which had no added
nominations.

Forsey was re-elected President
and Sharon Culver will continue her
position as 1st Vice President.

Kathy van Nostrand is 2nd Vice
President and Kimberley Kerr con-
tinues as Secretary.

Jim Wasyliw takes over as

Treasurer.

Tim Hill, Geoffrey Dawe, Edna
Findlay, Donna Gerrits, Sean
Herbinson, Brenda Snape and

Marion Tripp continue as Directors
and will be joined by Allan
Cruickshank.

Forsey reviewed the calendar of
the past year then stunned the audi-
ence when he announced Mary
Lynn Stephenson would was the
board’'s choice to replace retiring
Rosalyn Gonsalves as general man-
ager.

Gonsalves announced last week
she would retire from her 21-year
Chamber career in November.

Stephenson was named the
Chamber’s assistant general man-
ager after joining the organization
September 1, 1988.

She has not made a decision
regarding the new position, she told
The Auroran Monday.

According to tradition, Mayor Tim
Jones provided a State of the Town
address. He started off with the bad
news.

He said it was an interesting
term, one in which council has borne
the label "dysfunctional" and in
which some members refused to
attend council orientation and private
council assemblies, one member hit-
ting another at a meeting, the use of
foul language and personal verbal
attacks.

As good news, he listed the build-
ing of the seniors centre, the new
recreational complex with a double
room daycare area, two arenas, a

Please see page 15

VISIT OUR STORE

At 14800 Yonge St.
Aurora Shopping Centre
GREAT Variety of
VANITIES
Over 10 to choose from
24> to 70”

SINGLE DOUBLE
$498 to $1198

WAREHOUSE SAL
ARRON

www.barronshome.com
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS

11 A.M. - 5 P.M.
905-841-5454

40 Engelhard Dr., @ Industrial Pkwy. S.

BROWN LEATHER
BAR STOOL

$99.50

Compare at
$200 to $250




" CONTINUING

This month, the Skylight Gallery in the Town
Hall features the landscape artwork of Wendy
Cheung. Regular viewing hours are from 8.30
a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday.

Until September 30, water restrictions are in
effect in Aurora. Watering is permitted from 6 to
10 a.m. and 6 to 10 p.m. for even numbered
addresses on even numbered days and odd num-
bered addresses on odd numbered days. For fur-
ther information call 905-727-3123 ext. 4240.

* %k k%

Aurora Community Garden has plots available
to grow fruits and vegetables on Allaura
Boulevard. For more information call York Region
Food Network at 905-967-0372.

Wellington Gallery features the wildlife artwork
of Edward Spera and Les Pomeroy in their Best of
Breed exhibit. Gallery hours are from 11 a.m. to 6
p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 11 a.m.to 8
p.m. on Thursdays and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
Saturdays.

* %k Kk %

Weekly lunches will be held from 11.30 a.m. to
1 p.m. every Wednesday in the Norma Jean
Legge Room of the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. Call
905-726-4767 for more information.

"Martha's Table" offers comfort food and a
sense of community at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
Church, corner of Mosley and Victoria Streets.
Available are hot soup, sandwiches, and dessert
in the hall. Church-sponsored initiative runs every
Thursday.

* %k Kk %

Aurora Agricultural Society (organizer of the
Aurora Fair & Horse Show) meets on the second
Tuesday of every second month, at 7 p.m., at the
Aurora Community Centre. New members wel-
come. For more information, call 905-713-6773 or
info@aurorafair.ca, or visit www.aurorafair.ca.

* k k%

Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday
evening at 6.30 p.m. at Gabriel's on Yonge Street.
New members welcome. For further information,
call 905-841-1352.

* %k k%

On the first Wednesday of every month from 9
a.m. to noon, a satellite constituency office for
Vaughan/King/Aurora MPP Greg Sorbara will be
open in the councillors’ lounge at the Town Hall.
Call 1-877-880-6770 for information.

* %k k%

Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge
#148 meets the first and third Tuesday of each
month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street (south of
Wellington). For more information, call 905-830-
9205.

* %k k%

Masons' Rising Sun Lodge meets the first
Thursday of each month at The Rising Sun
Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30 p.m.

* k k%

Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third
Saturday each month at 57 Mosley Street at
10.30 a.m. Coffee club at 9 a.m., lunch at noon.
Call 905-727-3032 or 905-727-1080.

* % % %

Gamblers Anonymous, every Tuesday night,

Trinity Anglican Church, Victoria Street, 7.30 p.m.
* * % %

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night.

Aurora Legion, 7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.

* %k k%

COMING EVENTS IN AURORA

Canadian Federation of University Women
has monthly meetings at Aurora’s Trinity Anglican
Church with a variety of speakers. There is also a
selection of interest groups. Contact Beverley
905-727-2151.

* k k%

Dancing at the Legion, 8 p.m. every Friday
night.

* k k%

Bid Euchre at the Legion, 1 p.m. every third
Sunday.

* k k%

Queen’s York Rangers Army Cadet Corps,
boys and girls, ages 12 to 18. Camping, canoeing,
target shooting. Aurora squadron meets every
Friday evening. For more information, call 905-
726-8600.

* k k%

Towns of York Toastmasters Club meetings,
open to the public, are held every second and
fourth Wednesday of the month from 7 p.m. to 9
p.m. at the Park Place Manor, 15055 Yonge
Street, Aurora. For more information see the club
web site at www.townsofyork.org or phone Elena
Silaev at 905-726-9750.

MAY 24-JUNE 14

York Region 55+ Summer Games hosted by
all regional municipalities with the closing
ceremonies held June 14th at the Aurora Seniors’
Centre.

MAY 24

Aurora  Horticultural  Society presents
Gardening Workshops on Entertaining With
Spring and Summer Tables at the Royal
Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North, 8
p.m.

MAY 26

Hospice King-Aurora 23rd Annual General
Meeting from11.30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Sacred Heart
Parish Centre, 14485 Jane Street, King City.
Guest speaker is the Rev. Tim Elliott. RSVP to
905-773-0155.

MAY 26/27

Aurora Seniors’ Art Group Art Show and Sale
will be held in the Seniors’ Centre on Friday from
7 to 9.30 p.m. and from 10 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. on
Saturday with the artists in attendance.
Refreshments will be served.

MAY 27

From 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., the Aurora Historical
Society will operate a bus tour to Owen Sound,
featuring Grey County Museum, antique car
show, Billy Bishop National Historic Site, and
marine and rail museum. $50 per person, $45 for
seniors and Aurora Historical Society members,
includes lunch. Call 905-727-8991 for information
and to reserve.

* %k Kk %

Bike and Board Rodeo begins at the Aurora
Family Leisure Complex at 10.30 a.m., free of
charge for all skateboarders and bike enthusiasts.
For more information contact 905-726-4762 or
visit e-aurora.ca.

* %k Kk %

Aurora Farmer's Market opens at 8 a.m. in the
Temperance Street parking lot for the fourth year
and continues every Saturday through
Thanksgiving weekend.

"Lilac Tyme Lunch," featuring a ham and salad
plate, at St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church,
Mosley at Victoria Streets. Lunch will be served
from 11 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. Tickets: $8; $4 for chil-
dren 10 and younger. Sponsored by St. Andrew's
Guild.

* %k Kk %

Caring for children
can be very rewarding

with Wee Watch.

As a professional Provider with Wee Watch,
you can focus on what you enjoy the most -

quality time with the children - because we

take care of the rest. Enjoy this rewarding

career from your home and you will
receive competitive pay rates including
pay for children's sick days,
statutory holidays and overtime.

905.727.6536 www.weewatch.com

* A REGULAR PAY CHEQUE

* BACK UP FOR YOUR DAYS OFF

WORKSHOPS FOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
e EQUIPMENT, RESOURCES AND CRAFT SUPPLIES

weewatch

enriched home child care

York Chamber Ensemble, conducted by
Aurora's Tony Browning, presents "Crowns of
Summer," featuring strings and chorus. Trinity
Festival Chorus and Trinity Youth Choir will join
the orchestra. Concert will take place at Trinity
Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street, at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are $15 or $10 for students and seniors.
Purchase at the door, or call 905-727-6101.

MAY 28

Bernard Pears Chorale and Guests musical
presentation, 11 a.m., First Baptist Church, 33
Wellington Street East. For further information call
905-727-4531.

MAY 29

Aurora Heritage Centre fundraising golf tour-
nament at Aurora's Westview Golf Club. The noon
hour shotgun event is limited to 96 golfers to play
two of the club's three nine-hole courses for $150
each, including dinner at Dinardo's Mansion.
Contact Sharon Nisbet at 905-727-0446 for fur-
ther information.

* kx Kk %

Yard Waste Pick-Up Day, with waste in brown
kraft bags or clean, open rigid reusable waste
containers, and containing only leaves, weeds,
garden plants, shrubs, bushes and flowers, but
not grass clippings, sod, or stumps. Waste to be
at the curb by 7 a.m. For further information call
905-727-3123 ext. 3447.

MAY 30

Business after 5, sponsored by the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce, presents dart night at the
Aurora Legion, Industrial Parkway North, from 6
to 8.30 p.m. To register call 905-727-7262.

MAY 31

From 7 to 8 p.m. in the Town Park, Miriam
Goldberger of Wildflower Farms will present a
gardening workshop on "Elegant Water Efficient
Landscaping”. Call 1-888-967-5426 to register.

JUNE 3

An all-new bike clinic covering terminology,
bike maintenance, safety skills, equipment, stop-
ping/turning and tricks for ages 7-13 at the
Leisure Complex parking lot. Cost is $16. Call
905-726-4760 for further information.

* k%X %

Yonge Street Dance, between Murray and
Henderson, 7 p.m. to midnight. Sponsored by the
Optimist Club of Aurora. Advance tickets at $10
now on sale.

JUNE 4
Eleventh Annual Street Festival on Yonge

space available by calling 905-727-7262.
Hospice King-Aurora presents an English
Country Garden Party at the home of Deborah
Saadetian 51 Kingscross Dr., King City, between
11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Guest speaker is Marianne
Broome, King Township artist. Tickets are $25
each. For further information, call 905-773-0155.
JUNE 7
Civic Appreciation Awards in the council
chambers of the Town Hall at 7.30 p.m.
JUNE 8-11
Annual Aurora Fair and Horse Show takes
place at Machell Park, featuring midway rides,
games, horse shows, performing dogs, arts, pho-
tography, stage shows, entertainment, free pony
rides, exhibits, the Aurora Idol and Fair
Ambassador competitions, food, and craft ven-
dors. Fair opens Thursday night, runs Friday
night, day and night Saturday and all day Sunday.
JUNE 9
Grand Prix Horse Show, at Machell Park from
5 p.m.to 9 p.m., featuring some of Canada’s best
horses and riders. Public is invited to walk the
course at 5.45 p.m. Event is followed by a recep-
tion.
JUNE 10
Merlin’s Hollow open to the public today, from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Gardens are located at 181
Centre Crescent in the Centre Street/Industrial
Parkway North area of Aurora.
JUNE 11
Dick lIllingworth turns 90 today. An after-
noon with Dick is planned at DiNardo’s begin-
ning at 2 p.m. Presentations at 4 p.m. Advance
tickets at $25 are now available at R & R
Revisited.
JUNE 15
Aurora Chamber of Commerce Business
After Five at Sormeh Beauty Spa, Wellington
Street East from 5.30 to 7.30 p.m.
JUNE 22
The Aurora Chamber of Commerce will hold
its 2006 Golf Tournament at the Westview Golf
Club in Aurora. Westview can accommodate
200 golfers. Additional information and appli-
cation in the March newsletter and spaces will
be assigned as forms are received.
JUNE 24
Aurora Legion Strawberry Supper. 6 p.m. $8
per person.

Sam Panzures
Director, Private Client Group

53 Wellington St. E
Aurora, Ontario
Tel: 905-727-4300

(raig Deasley
Senior Investment Advisor

“v~ Consistent monthly distributions of $0.070 per unit
<y~ Outstanding management skills and experience
v~ Balance between capital appreciation and superior
dividend/distribution yield opportunities
Returns Summary Tyr — 3yr Syr 10yr Since
(As at April 30, 2006) inception
Mavrix Dividend & Income Fund 13.1% 189% 16.0% 11.3% 9.5%

maviix

Mavrix Fund Management Inc. is a TSX-listed company, MVX
www.mavrixfunds.com

Commissions, trailing commissions, management fees and expenses all may be associated with mutual fund investments.
Please read the prospectus before investing. The indicated rates of return are the historical annual compounded total returns
including changes in unit value and reinvestment of all distributions and do not take into account sales, redemption,
distribution or optional charges or income taxes payable by any securityholder that would have reduced returns. Mutual funds
are not guaranteed, their values change frequently and past performance may not be repeated.




Town would sell land
for big police building

AURORAN, Week of May 23, 2006 - 3

Six years ago, Aurora
Council authorized the pur-
chase of 89 acres of land
on Leslie Street running
through to Highway 404 at
a cost of $4.2 million.

It was thought a recre-
ational complex might be
built there.

Later it was decided to
purchase property on
Wellington Street East for
the complex and fire hall
and a plan of development
was prepared for the Leslie
Street lands in conjunction
with Hallgrove Estates to
the north.

Earlier this month York
Region requested the town
to sell 2.44 acres of the
Leslie Street lands to the
region for $117,000 an
acre.

The lands are to be
combined with 5.16 acres
to be acquired from
Hallgrove Estates and the
7.6 acre site would be used
to accommodate certain
York Regional Police serv-
ices currently located in
three leased facilities in the
area.

It is projected that the
facility would be completed
in 2008 or 2009 and would
eventually accommodate
as many as 600 employ-
ees.

Staff advised the sum of
$117,000 was the original
amount paid for the land in
2000 and it is below the
current appraised value,
but the incentive for the
Police to locate in Aurora
should be taken into con-
sideration.

Staff noted that the pos-
itive aspects of the sale of
land far outweigh the nega-
tive aspects and recom-
mended the sale.

The staff report stated it
was an opportunity for
council to be the catalyst
for the development of the
prestige business park.

Not only will there be a
consolidated Police pres-
ence in Aurora with the
economic spin-offs, it will
provide an impetus to have
Hallgrove Estates service
its lands that will in turn
provide for the servicing of

/

New to the community?
Expecting a baby
at your house?
Newly Engaged?
New Business/
Professional?

A Civic minded
Business interested
in sponsoring
Welcome Wagon?

If you fit into one of these
categories and have not been
contacted by us,
Please call

905-853-4645

the town-owned lands, the
report noted.

The project was seen as
beneficial to the economic
prosperity of the town and
would set a trend for the
nature of the business park
development.

Councillor John West
said the report was self-
explanatory.

Councillor Damir
Vrancic pointed out that
land had been exchanged
with Hallgrove to improve a
plan of subdivision and
there had been agreement
to sell the property at mar-
ket value.

He was supported by
Councillor Wendy Gaertner
who pointed out that prop-
erty was designated as
prestige industrial and had
been evaluated at
$325,000 an acre.

Staff replied that the
evaluation price was based
on serviced land and it was
still unserviced, but
Councillor Gaertner was
not satisfied and continued
to question the issue.

Councillor Evelyn Buck
reminded committee mem-
bers that the property issue
had been discussed in pri-
vate three or four times and
there had been agreement
for the CAO to negotiate
and this was the first time
the issue was being dis-
cussed in public.

Councillor Vrancic
agreed the proposed pur-
chase had been discussed
in camera but noted the
sale was being recom-
mended at the cost of the
land and as a public build-
ing there would be no tax
revenue.

He questioned if it was
in the best interests of the
municipality, as the benefit
was to the region, not the

town and he could not sup-
port the sale.

Councillor West said he
supported the sale as it
would provide an incentive
to develop the area to the
benefit of the town, there
would be a police presence
in the municipality and
there would be economic
spin-offs  from the 600
employees.

Mayor Tim Jones said
the issue was coming down
to whether Aurora wanted
the police or not and if they
didn't come to Aurora, they
would go somewhere else.
He stressed the economic
benefits to the town and the
local economy.

With the majority of
committee members in
support of the sale,
Councillor Vrancic said he
welcomed the difference of
opinion but questioned why
the town should subsidize
the region.

As a compromise an
amendment was proposed
to the effect that if the
region didn't use the prop-
erty as originally proposed
it would revert to the town
at the sale price.

As it was obvious the
proposed sale would
be approved, Councillor
Vrancic referred to the offer

to sell and moved an
amendment that the
section dealing with

Inspection and Conditions
be removed as it placed too
much onus on the town
rather than the region.

His amendment was
adopted and the motion to
sell as amended was
adopted with Councillors
Vrancic and Gaertner in
opposition.

The issue was expected
to be ratified by council this
week.

Tel: (905) 727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

Gas & Oil Heating Equipment
Humidifiersand Air Conditioners

8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
Aurora, Ontario

smashed a number of
windows in the Chamber

building.
\
DAMIR VRANCIC

LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAWY,
REAL ESTATE,
WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

\Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983/

Meanwhile, police were
back on the premises
Monday after vandals

-

Extent of damage to the
“Sponge Bob” play-
house, located adjacent
to the Aurora Chamber of
Commerce building, is
seen in this photo taken
before the remains were
removed last week. It
was to be one of seven
playhouses being raffled
as part of Habitat for
Humanity York Region's
fundraising efforts this
summer. Officials say the
structure will be rebuilt.
York Regional Police are
being credited with spot-
ting last week’'s fire
before it got too far out of
hand. Many believe the
Chamber of Commerce
building would have
been destroyed as well
had the fire not been dis-
covered. In the photo is
Habitat President John
Volpe of Aurora.

s %ORLD’S %NGEST
STREET FESTIVAL

ON THE
WORLD’S LONGEST STREET

From Wellington to Murray Drive

SUNDAY, JUNE 4TH, 2006

11 AMTO 5 PM
FREE ADMISSION

\<\\ AND FREE PARKING //KK\
NEW THIS YEAR 4
DANCE HEADS

ROLLING STONES TRIBUTE BAND&\_ ,
ABITAT FOR HUMANITY-PLAYHOUSE PROJECT

« Interior/Exterior Window Cleaning « Interior/Exterior Painting Services
+ Eavestroughs - New Installation & Repairs, Cleaning of Gutters & Chemical Wash
+ Pressure Washing - Decks, Cedar Roofs, Vinyl & Aluminum Siding

Please Call: 905-727-0309

~

/

SPONSORS TO DATE FOR
THE STREET FESTIVAL

ACI — AURORA CABLE — CHILDREN’S IDENTIFICATION KIT
AURORA LODGE # 148 — GIRL GUIDES CLEAN-UP
AURORAN - STILT WALKERS
BELL CANADA - ROCK CLIMBING WALL
DIAMOND TRIM CLASSICS IN AURORA — CLASSIC CAR SHOW
LAW INSURANCE BROKERS LIMITED — CHILDREN’S AREA
MILLER WASTE SYSTEMS
ROTARY CLUB OF AURORA — PATTY MCLAUGHLIN BAND — MAIN STAGE

OVER 500 VENDORS, HOT AIR BALLOON RIDES,
CLOWNS, SKATE BOARD PARK, FASHION SHOW,
PONY RIDES, YTV — INTERACTIVE PLAY AREA,
MASCOTS AND LOTS OF FOOD AND DRINKS.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
905-727-7262
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Poor Richard

Property assessment
still a messy situation

Property assessment is in a mess,
But that is something we knew;
The big problem is to fix it,
That has the province in a stew!
- Poor Richard's Scrapbook

Late last year property owners received their
2005 Property Assessment notices for the 2006 tax-
ation year, as prepared by the Municipal Property
Assessment Corporation (MPAC).

The current value of the property listed on the
notice was used as the basis to establish tax rates
for property classes in the municipality.

The average increase for residential properties in
Aurora was 12.27 per cent compared with 11.14 per
cent in the region and 12.68 per cent across the
province.

Aurora Treasurer John Gutteridge noted that an
increase in assessment did not automatically equate
to an increase in property taxes.

He pointed out that property owners should be
advised that if their assessment notice was the same
percentage as the town's average, there should not
be an increase in taxes due to reassessment.

MPAC is responsible for assessing 4.2 million
properties in Ontario with a staff of about 1,500 peo-
ple in 37 offices across the province.

The agency has come under attack from home-
owners and Ontario Ombudsman Andre Marin for
being neither fair nor transparent.

Ontario Premier Dalton McGuinty said the previ-
ous Tory government left behind a computer-based
market value assessment system that wasn't work-
ing and he would work with ratepayers and munici-
palities to find a solution.

Assessment used to be a municipal responsibility
with each municipality using different systems so
that assessment was very uneven across the
province.

In 1947, the Department of Municipal affairs
established the Municipal Assessment Branch to
encourage and support improvements in the assess-
ment function.

In 1964 the Department of Municipal Affairs con-
ducted a survey to determine the condition of
assessment in each of Ontario's 940 municipalities.

The results of the survey listed a number of defi-
ciencies and in 62.7 per cent of the municipalities
there were completely unacceptable deviations from
the value norm for certain classes of property.

At a conference of Municipal Assessors the fol-
lowing year, Municipal Affairs Minister Wilf Spooner
warned them that unless they cleaned up their act, it
would be necessary for the province to take over the
assessment function.

The department produced Assessment Manuals
and a training course established to assist Municipal
Assessors and licensing of municipal assessors was
initiated in 1966 to ensure assessors met some min-
imum qualifications.

Many municipalities refused to listen, but a few
took the gamble to reassess using the department
manual, based on market value of the property,
including York County.

The county's move into the assessment field was
not popular with the area municipalities who object-
ed to the increased costs and there was a fear of the
unknown.

Properties were assessed in 1967 for the 1969
taxation year, but it didn't work out the way Don
Wright, County Assessor, had promised due to the
shift between property classes, which had not been
predicted.

In Aurora, the ratio between residential and indus-
trial commercial swung from 67/33 to 81/19 with
seven industries receiving a total tax reduction of
$250,000 which had to be made up by 2,000 homes
over and above their normal taxes.

All hell broke loose and local politicians descend-
ed on Queen's Park and Bill 143, a band-aid solu-
tion, was quickly adopted to allow municipalities to
phase in the differential over a five-year period.

The province assumed the assessment function in
January, 1970, with grand plans to reassess all prop-
erties at market value by 1975 to achieve equality in
property taxation and there have been band-aid
solutions ever since.

Hopefully this time our provincial politicians will
take their time and develop an assessment system
that will be fair and stand the test of time.

They are Grade 10 students from, as it was known then, Aurora High School. Today, you know it as Dr.
G.W. Williams Secondary School. The school year was 1950-51, and some of these names will be
familiar. Front row, left to right, Stuart Wilson, Gordon Houting, Jim Wells, Gordon Peck, Don Hoshel and
Alan Cober; second row, left to right, Bud Ingledew, Wes Clarke, Fred Browning, Grant Edwards, Audrey
McDonald, Edith Geary, Gladys Middleton, Jill Moffat, Grant Snow and Bob Seaton; third row, left to
right, Marion Dion, Mary MacDonald, May Westbrook, Marilyn Comfort, Colleen Bremner, Edna Cole,
Ellen Wilson, Joan Robertson, Marianne Nechay, Ruth Hayes, Carol Taylor and Peter Boyd; back row,
left to right, Earl Kaake, Jack Mann, Bob Andrews, Shirley Wright, Jackie Seaton, Sheila Attridge, Barb
Specht, Dorothy Armstrong, Eva Willemce, Ron Brooks, Bob McGhee and John Loblaw. This photo

came from the Bob McRoberts’ collection of old photos and postcards.
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Wendy’s family says

thanks for the su

To the editor,

In the early afternoon of
Sunday, March 5, our family life
as we know it was changed for-
ever.

We were visited by three
officers of the York Regional
Police - Homicide Division and
informed that our daughter,
Wendy LaFleche, 41, and her
two children, Victoria, 7, and
Jesse, 3, who lived in Aurora,
were murdered during the
night.

Furthermore, her
estranged husband, John
LaFleche, was arrested after a
high speed chase on Highway
400 and charged with three
counts of first degree murder.

Wendy's 16-year-old son,
Devon Brisbourne, from a pre-
vious relationship, was staying
at a friend's house overnight
and was fortunately
unharmed.

Our family, as a result of the
tragedy, was and is still living in
a state of trauma.

Nonetheless, we are so
appreciative and grateful for
the kind and generous support
of a considerable number of
organizations and individual
people in the Aurora area who
have and are helping us cope
with the situation.

First, the York Regional
Police Officers of the Homicide
Division who visited us on that
fateful day were very profes-
sional and extremely sensitive
and caring in what was no
doubt a very difficult situation
for them.

We have had a number of
contacts with York Regional
Police since and they have
been very helpful and caring
which we are very thankful for.

Within a day or two of the
tragic event the Rotary Club of
Aurora established a Trust
Fund for Devon with the TD
Bank in Aurora and the contri-

butions from friends and the
community of Aurora at large
have been very gratifying.

Our daughter Wendy
worked at First Choice
Haircuts in Aurora and the
management and staff of that
firm had a Cut-a-thon and a
considerable sum was raised
for Devon's Trust Fund. Thank
you so much.

Accolades and thanks go
out to the Chamber of
Commerce of Aurora who
organized two Silent Auctions
and Gala Evenings at the
Seniors’ Centre and the Legion
in Aurora to generate money
for Devon's Trust Fund at the
TD Bank.

The events for Devon
raised a substanial amount of
money.

We would like to thank
Randy Skelcher and Michelle
Passera and all the volunteers
and entertainers involved.

The students and their par-
ents and the staff at Aurora
High School, the school Devon
is attending, have been very
supportive and through their
kind initiatives Devon's Trust
Fund was substantially aug-
mented.

Thanks very much Aurora
High School.

The staff and students at
Wells Street Public School in
Aurora, where our grand-
daughter, Victoria, attended
school have been very caring,
comforting and generous to us.

On April 28 we were invited
to attend a very moving tree
planting ceremony to celebrate
the life of Victoria.

A beautiful red oak tree was
planted in the school yard and
a lovely stone plaque dedicat-
ed to the memory of Victoria
was placed at the base.

We will always cherish this
gesture and we plan to visit the
tree periodically to watch it
grow. We will never forget ‘the

tree for Victoria'.

Finally we would like to
thank the people of Aurora
which includes many of
Wendy's and her children's
friends, acquaintances, and
other caring people who didn't
personally know Wendy's fam-
ily.

A special mention to The
Fleming family, Carol Nerling,
Sean Herbinson and Lou Ann
Doyle for their assistance, guid-
ance and caring support.

Our daughter, Wendy, loved
living in the Town of Aurora
where she had made so many
friends who will miss her.

Our family has been left
with a deep void with the loss
of Wendy, Victoria and Jesse.

However, the support we
have received from everyone
will not be forgotten.

Bob, Jeanette, Scott
Brisbourne & Heather
(Brisbourne) White

Cathy’s Corner
column “boring”

Open letter to Cathy’s
Corner re: Roarora Part Il

Why do you, as well as
others including them-
selves, continue to put
these councillors in the
spotlight?

Boring...including your
column this week. A lot of
bantering about nothing.

You would think that the
first time you did a column
about this nonsense, you
would have got it out of your
system.

| realize it must be diffi-
cult to come up with fresh
material each week, but this
is ridiculous.

Yvonne Preston
Aurora
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Perspective

By Stephen Somerville

Door-to-door canvassing
where the action Is

| was speaking to a friend the other day who has regis-
tered as a municipal candidate for the upcoming election
this fall.

He told me he has ordered brochures and is looking for-
ward to beginning door-to-door canvass within the next few
weeks.

As he lives in Aurora, he needs to garner enough votes
to be one of the top eight voter-getters.

If he had resided in Newmarket, he would be taking on
the others in a particular ward.

There is nothing in a campaign, in my humble estima-
tion, that beats door-to-door canvassing. It is where the
action is.

It is that time when the candidate and his emissaries get
to meet the jury, one door at a time. Canvassing provides
feedback, information on issues, moods and voter priorities.

| personally really enjoy going door-to-door with a
candidate and seeing him in action - how he deals with
rejection, tough questions, voter anger or the occasional
embarrassing situation.

Soon after either federal or provincial leaders’ debates,
you can tell if things went well by the reception you get at
the door.

A solid debate performance will be immediately translat-
ed into increased calls for lawn signs and provides momen-
tum to the local campaign.

By the same token, a bad performance by a party leader
usually quickly translates into less enthusiasm at the door
and disquiet and dejection on the campaign.

Some quick canvass stories come to mind.

| remember reading about John Diefenbaker. During one
of his early election campaigns he said that he stopped at a
residence in his constituency of Prince Albert and the lady
of the house invited him inside for tea.

After a brief chat, he thanked Mrs. X for her support. As
he was turning to leave, he enquired: "What about Mr. X -
can | count on his support”. She said "Support you? He has-
n't supported me in seven years!" This was part of his stan-
dard stump speech for years.

During the 1999 provincial election | volunteered on
behalf of Dave Johnson, the education minister at the time.

On a beautiful Saturday, we were going door-to-door with
a large team of people.

One gentleman, and | use the term loosely, was mowing
his lawn, and while doing so, proceeded to verbally abuse
the minister as he walked by.

The minister, to his credit, kept walking and did not say
anything. As we were coming back down the street, the guy
started up again. Once we passed his house, | looked at Mr.
Johnson and said, "I'll place that guy in the undecided cat-
egory" - everyone had a good laugh.

On a cold and snowy Saturday in January | was can-
vassing some polls near where | live on behalf of Lois
Brown, the federal Conservative candidate for Newmarket -
Aurora.

The results were mixed; a lot of people were not home
and several stated they had not yet made up their mind.

| came to one residence and the lady of the house was
as abusive and rude as | have ever faced. Sailors had noth-
ing on her! She said, very clearly, that she would never vote
for Stephen Harper or Lois Brown, and basically told me to
get off her property. | thanked her for her time and complied
with her wish.

There was no one home at the next three of four stops.
At the next house, an older lady answered the door. | intro-
duced myself and gave my standard pitch. The lady said
that although she would not be voting for Lois, "I really
appreciate you coming out on such a cold day supporting

your candidate. She is lucky to have people like you".
The words were like ointment on an open wound. | was
re-energized and able to go on for another hour of door

knocking.
This nice woman gets it!

Political canvassers are part of the wonderful democratic

Lettens to the Editorn

process that provides the voter with choice. It is that simple.
And they deserve - irrespective of party affiliation - your

respect and courtesy.

Stephen can be contacted at
stephensomerville@yahoo.com

Film group selling autumn subscriptions

To the editor,

On behalf of the steer-
ing committee of the
Aurora Film Circuit, | would
like to heartily thank every-
one involved in getting this
worthwhile initiative off the

ground.

Our first two films, Eve
and the Firehorse (April)
and Merry Christmas
(May) proved to be hugely
successful, drawing sold-
out audiences and rave
reviews.

The positive response
to these films is an affirma-
tion of our belief that
Aurorans are eager for an
alternative experience in
cinema, through  the
screening of independent,
critically-acclaimed

He'd establish senior home here

To the editor,

| read with interest the
letter written by Bob
McRoberts with the caption
"l want to stay in Aurora... is
there room? (The Auroran,
May 2)

Bob is not alone in his
concerns, there are thou-
sands of people all across
Canada who have the same
concerns.

| serve as a volunteer
Chair for the Ontario
Abbeyfield Society, which is
now celebrating its golden
anniversary this year.

Established in England
in 1956 the Society has
grown to more than 800
Houses to accommodate
people such as Mr.
McRoberts, in their later
years.

We set up houses of 12
to 15 residents on a non-
profit basis, with full servic-
es to accommodate seniors
who no longer wish to live
alone or look after keeping
a house with all it entails.

Our model Home is in
Durham Grey County and is
open to all for inspection,
but sorry no vacancies.

| am very interested in
establishing a home in
Aurora and other surround-
ing municipalities.

We can put an
Abbeyfield House in your
municipality at no cost to

the municipality or the pro-
ponents.

Care, companionship,
security, and good food has
been our motto for the last
50 vyears, adding many
years to a happy senior’s life
expectancy.

Most governments and
siblings are in denial of the

acuteness of the seniors’
plight in this province.

Lets all work together to
give the seniors who gave
so much to this country, a
dignified later life experi-
ence.

Dick Stanton
Abbeyfield, Ontario

Dickie: “lighten up”

To the editor,

RE: Bikers cutting
trees to build their
ramps

Perhaps this is how
last week’s letter in The
Auroran could have been
worded:

“The other day while
walking my dog (off his
leash) through the Aurora
south end Case Woodlot,
I came across a most
inspirational  sight. |
noticed marvelous bike
trails, meandering down

two main inclines,
adorned with numerous
jumps.

“Growing up, | remem-
ber the neighborhood kids
making and maintaining
such trails. What's more, |
remember the joy experi-
enced at riding through
them.”

Upon reading Mr.
Dickie's Letter to the
Editor May 16, | was sur-
prised that he and his
friend are so one-sided
regarding this issue.

Mr. Dickie and his
friend should lighten up.
Perhaps they should give
the trails a try them-
selves.

The kids have built
something creative (and
are participating in a sea-
sonal pastime that ranks
up with the likes of road
hockey), but they'll really
have their work cut out for
them when they run into
the likes of Mr. Dickie and

his ilk.
Alarmist attitudes
make mountains  out

of...bike ramps.

Brian Barbeito
Aurora

Canadian and internation-
al films.

Very special thanks to
R & R Revisted, for print-
ing and selling tickets; to
the Aurora Public Library
for assisting us with every-
thing from meeting space
to promotion and selling;
to our door prize sponsors
(Box Office Movies, QIC
International and Kitchen
Accents); to the Aurora
Cineplex Odeon for pro-
viding screens and the
assistance of their excel-
lent staff, and also to the
Film Circuit Canada office
for their help and advice.

But most of all, thank

you to the people of
Aurora for supporting
great film through the

Aurora Film Circuit.

The Aurora Film Circuit
has only just begun.

Our fall subscription
series promises to bring
more wonderful films to
Aurora.

To purchase a three-
month subscription pack-
age (films to be shown
September 11th, October
2nd and November 6th),
visit R & R Revisited,
the Aurora Public Library,
or download from
www.library.aurora.on.ca
and follow the community
links.

Hurry, subscriptions are
going fast!

There will also be a lim-
ited number of individual
tickets for these screen-
ings on sale in the fall.

For further information
or if you wish to volunteer,
email me at afc@
library.aurora.on.ca.

Jane Taylor
Director,
Aurora Film Circuit
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By DICK ILLINGWORTH

BOUQUETS and best wishes to Jacqueline Stuart, cura-
tor of the Aurora Museum and Hillary House, on
her retirement after 25 years of service to the peo-
ple of Aurora and her dedication in keeping the

history of the town alive.

BRICKBATS to Aurora Council for not arranging with
PowerStream to have a payment drop-off box at
the Town Hall. As the Aurora office closed early

in the month, users can pay at a financial institution, or use
the internet, telephone banking, pre-authorized payments
or malil. It's not good enough!

BOUQUETS to Police Constable Anthony Emanuel on
being named York Region Police Officer of the Year
for bravery in the line of duty for his quick action in
applying first aid to an injured woman motorist and

to the other recipients of awards at the 14th Annual Police
Appreciation Night.

BRICKBATS to the woman driving a dirty gray van who
exited from the Beaver gas station and forced
her way into a line of traffic in the curb lane on

Mary Street waiting to make a right turn onto Wellington
Street East. What nerve!

BOUQUETS to Leslie Ferrier of Aurora for taking pity on

a three-month old stray dog she found on a beach

in Jamaica who was deadly thin and limping with

injured keg and arranged for medical attention and

his flight to Canada with Air Canada waiving the fee and
Marley's home is now in Aurora.

BRICKBATS to officials of the Southlake Regional
Health Centre for even suggesting that all the
property owners in the hospital's catchment

area pay $400 towards the costs of the hospital's cancer
clinic at the rate of $80 per year for five years. While there
is no doubt the cancer clinic is needed, a lot of seniors on a
limited fixed income will be hard hit as they are paying a
heavy local and regional tax load now.

BOUQUETS to St. Andrew's College Outreach
Committee for donating $30,000 towards building
and furnishing a school in Kenya, Africa, after
hearing Marc Kielburger, co-founder of Free the

Children. Twenty-nine students and five faculty members
will travel to Kenya at their own expense this summer to
build the school.

BRICKBATS to Ontario truck owners and drivers for put-
ting themselves and others at risk by driving
unsafe vehicles. Thirty-five per cent of the

trucks inspected by York Regional Police in a recent blitz
were pulled off the road for safety reasons. Officers inspect-
ed 527 vehicles of which 187 were taken off the road and a
total of 253 tickets issued.

BOUQUETS to Bob McRoberts for his excellent letter to
The Auroran about the future housing needs for
seniors that they can afford to live in. What is often
forgotten is that the pensions for many seniors

were based on salaries 20 to 25 years ago, which were
about a quarter of the salaries today.

BOUQUETS to Aurora resident Claudine Poong, a grad-

uate of Cardinal Carter Catholic High School and

a junior at Gardner Webb University in North

Carolina, on being named to the All-Atlantic Sun
Conference Second All-Star Golf Team.

BRICKBATS to Premier Dalton McGuinty for sneaking
legislation extending the term of office for
municipal councils from three to four years into

an omnibus budget bill currently before a legislative com-
mittee and expected to be law within a few days. Were you
asked for your opinion?

WE KNOW YOU WANT
REAL SERVICE FROM REAL PEOPLE.

That's State Farm® Don't trust just anyone to
insure your car, see me.

For all your Auto, Home and Life insurance needs see State Farm Agent.

PETER VIRTANEN, CLU

220 Industrial Pkwy S. Unit 37
(Across from Aurora Hydro)

905-727-8400

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOU STATE FARM IS THERE.®
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statefarm.ca e State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
Canadian Head Office: Scarborough, Ontario
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| have learned from Mclintyre

To the editor,

I learn something
from John Mclintyre with
each letter he writes.

The last one referred
to the process whereby
the owner of a designat-
ed property can obtain a
loan for needed mainte-
nance.

John said it would be
unlikely loans would be
sought because it would
have to be registered
against the property and
re-paid. | did not know
that.

In his previous letter
John referred to the fact
properties in the pro-
posed designated neigh-
bourhood are currently
designated and zoned
for multiple residential
use. | did not know that.

At the presentation of
the heritage neighbour-

hood plan, the consult-
ant stated the designa-
tion will take precedence
over all other zoning.

So whatever zoning
exists at the present
time will be wiped out
when the town approves
the plan. | did not know
that.

Until February 23, |
knew nothing whatsoev-
er about 34 Catherine
Avenue.

On that day | received
a phone call informing
me there would be a
bylaw on the agenda of
the February 28 meeting
which would have the
effect of cancelling the
legal rights of a new
owner to obtain a permit
to carry out improve-
ments to the property. |
did not know that.

There had been no
resolution proposed, no

debate, no decision to
direct a bylaw be pre-
pared. Had | not been
informed by the owner,
had | not read my agen-
da until the last minute,
had | not had those few
days to ask questions,
the bylaw would have
been passed with only
the Heritage Advisory
committee and staff
knowing anything at all
about what it entailed.

It passed anyway, but
not without the public's
attention.

So, | keep learning
new things. | found out
that 74 Wellington Street
obtained a grant to re-
roof about 15 years ago.

I noticed the other
day, cedar
shingles...expensive.

It appears the town
paid the grant.

It is said the province

Teacher remembers
“‘much-loved” student

To the editor,

On Friday, April 28, the
Wells Street Public School
community in Aurora held
a poignant tribute to hon-
our seven-year-old stu-
dent, Victoria La Fleche,
who perished in March
with her mother, Wendy,
and her little brother,
Jesse.

An oak tree was plant-
ed in the back yard of the
school, and a memorial
plague was unveiled by
Victoria's Grade 2 teacher
and her classmates.
Heartfelt poems of
remembrance were read
by friends and fellow stu-
dents.

One class presented a
paper chain of remem-
brance to hang on Wells
Street School walls.

A single white balloon
imprinted with an angel
was released by teachers
and friends to commemo-
rate the ceremony for this
special and much-loved

little girl.
Victoria's devoted
grandparents, Bob and

Jeanette Brisbourne, were
in attendance at this occa-
sion.

With their blessing, |
would like to submit the

following memory that |
read at the tree-planting,
as one of Victoria's teach-
ers, to express her special
unigueness.

“One day last spring, |
was standing in this yard
with the younger Wells
Street students.

“l was right over there
by the play structure on
yard duty at afternoon
recess.

“Victoria was in Grade
1, and she came bubbling
up to me, so very happy
and laughing out loud. As
always, her thick, wavy
hair was flowing over her
shoulders.

“Mrs. Jackson,” she
cried out, “look who's here
for recess, my little broth-
er's having recess with
us!”

“Victoria’s little brother,
Jesse, was just two years
old, and he had a shy,
broad smile.

“He clutched tightly to
her hand the entire
recess, and Victoria would
not leave his side.

“She proudly led him
about this vyard, often
bending over to hug him,
and introducing him to
everyone.

“I think Victoria was the
youngest, most memo-
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rable little Earth Mother
I've ever encountered.

“She no longer plays
on this Earth with her
beloved little brother. Yet |
like to feel that she walks
just as close to Jesse now
with their loving mother,
Wendy, all together.

“Good-bye, Victoria,
from a teacher who loves
you, we all love you, and
we will remember you.
Our hearts will stay with
you forever.”

Corey Jackson
Wells Street
Public School
Aurora

reimbursed the town.

The actual amount is
not recalled. The prop-
erty has changed
hands. There appears to
be no record of funds
re-paid. That would like-
ly be because it was a
grant and not a loan.

It is apparent that at
least one property
owner knew and took
advantage of the
process.

Can't say | recall
reading anything at all
about the project.

It was probably not
sufficiently lurid to make
headlines.

But here's the point.

John Mclintyre clearly
knows a lot more than |
do about the Heritage
process; what was
before and what is now
in the new Heritage Act.

He is a citizen mem-
ber of the Heritage
Advisory Committee.

Has he shared his
knowledge with commit-
tee members? Do com-
mittee members know
stuff elected members
of council do not?

Since only council
members are account-
able for the decisions
made, is it not appropri-
ate that they should
know everything there is
to know, prior to making
such an important and
potentially  expensive
decision?

I have heard from a
reliable source the City
of Toronto has no
Heritage Designated
Neighbourhoods. They
are too expensive.

Yes, indeed. That | do
know.

Evelyn Buck
Aurora

Nigel Kean

for

Mayor
905-751-0790

NRS Select Ltd., Brokerage

BEAUTIFULLY UPDATED/PRIVATE GARDENS
Sunny greenhouse kitchen walks out to elevated tiered
deck leading to secluded settings. Rec room also walks
out to private decking. Immaculately kept quality
finishes. Master bedroom sitting area also takes
advantage of south exposure. Just Listed $464,900.00

Brian Walker, Broker of Record

(905) 773-8000
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Southlake tax won't end after five years

To the editor,

Re: Southlake tax
request, Auroran, Page 1,
May 16

| support this idea on
two grounds though | have
two caveats.

A tax levy on residences
is a more sure method of
augmenting revenue than
the current system of 'beg-
ging on the street'.

For purely selfish rea-
sons alone we all have a
stake in financing the treat-
ment that is used against
the 'big C'.

A levy on property own-
ers, on the other hand,
may weigh fairly heavily on
those of moderate means
and fixed incomes.

Of course, it has been
contended (allegedly by an
Aurora businessman in
past letters to the editor)

No to hospital

To the editor,

How dare Southlake
Hospital Board propose
stealing my hard-earned
money (Auroran, May 16)
through the low-class back-

door move of trying to per-
suade Aurora Council to
surtax my property!

All of us taxpayers have
already recently unjustly
suffered because of our
Provincial Premier's up-to-

that there are no persons
of moderate means in this
wealthy town...that
Aurorans are rich and can
easily pay higher prices for
the same consumables
than their less fortunate
brethren in Newmarket.
Also, as a senior | have
never witnessed in my life-
time a situation where any
level of government intro-
duces a tax and then with-
draws it after a decent

surtax:

$900 per taxpayer confisca-
tion for health care. This,
after he lied to Ontarians.

I will give Southlake
credit; at least they're
being upfront about their
devious plan. I'm already

Reader doesn’t want
new tax for Southlake

To the editor,

| am opposed to adding
anything to our residential
tax rates for any reason,
and definitely not for
Southlake (Auroran, May
16).

While the hospital may
need the money, residential
taxes are already being
maxed out and are too high
to add anything more to
them.

The argument that the
additional taxes would be for
a few years is misleading
because we have yet to see
any temporary tax be rolled
back after its purpose is
fulfilled, at any level of
government.

A better approach might
be to:

1) go after the money
from the federal govern-
ment, bypassing the
province entirely, or;

Aurora needs it

To the editor,

On Wednesday, May 24,
the Town of Aurora is hold-
ing a planning meeting in
the council chambers at the
Town Hall.

This meeting, which
commences at 7 p.m., will
be dealing with a proposed
new retirement home to be
located on Hollandview
Trail, just behind the Town
Hall.

This location, being in a
residential area close to the
new seniors’ centre and
other amenities, would be
an ideal placement for a
seniors’ retirement resi-
dence.

In a letter to The Auroran
May 2, Mr. Bob McRoberts,
who identifies himself as a
life-long resident of Aurora,
wisely questions whether
there will be sufficient,
appropriate housing for
people like himself who
form a sizable component
of the population approach-
ing retirement age who
would like to remain in
Aurora.

Although we are served
very well at present with
such places as Park Place
Manor and Sunrise Senior
Living, we will, no doubt, in
the future require further
accommodations.

This proposed develop-
ment will help address the
future needs of our seniors.

If you are a senior, or
planning on being one, |

urge you to attend the
above-noted meeting.

J. Campbell
Aurora

2) get the feds and the
province to increase the tax
credit for charitable
donations, especially when
compared with the credit

one gets for political
contributions.
Giving the hospital

money like that is rewarding
them for not doing a better
job with their own fundrais-
ing efforts.

Why is it that every level
of government and/or
agency like the hospital (in
this case) thinks that the
pockets of the homeowner
are bottomless with lots of
money to be taken away
from them?

Dave Watson
Aurora

Kelly

Malehmir
Mortgage Specialist

416-417-8838

Rates are on the
rise...call now!

Northwood Mortgage 9050 Yonge St., Ste. 501, Richmond Hill

-

\_

Leading Exchanges

Government and
Corporate Bonds

~

Stocks on all

Mutual Funds

Investment Planning

Stephen Forsey CIM, FCSI, Investment Representative
JONES, GABLE & COMPANY LIMITED (Member CIPF)

905-726-9343

Retirement &

J

Real Estate
Wills &
Estates

Business Law

John T. Kalm

Thomas B. McPherson

Thomas McPherson & Associates Law Firm
T: 905-727-3151 « F: 905-841-4395

interval.

The income tax intro-
duced in 1917 was justified
on the grounds that it
would pay the costs of
Canada's military commit-
ments in the Great War
and that it would be with-
drawn once these costs
were acquitted. Ha! Hal
Now | support a levy to
maintain a decent level of
treatment in a province
that ranks near the bottom

reader

taxed to death.

Southlake should be
using the proper channels
for funding like any other
Government-run organiza-
tion.

They should be
ashamed for proposing an
illegitimate tax on
Aurorans.

|, for one, would be will-
ing to join a legal challenge
against the Town of Aurora
if this proposal is passed.

The Town has no busi-
ness taxing Aurorans for
provincially regulated
organizations.

If any other citizens are
willing to join a coalition
demanding justice, please
write in.

K. Miller
Aurora

in Canada where cancer
treatment is concerned.

But let Mr. Carriere spell
out the truth.

The costs of this new
Centre will be ongoing and
the province is not commit-
ted to underwrite ongoing
costs - at least as far as |
know.

The fact is, this will NOT
be a temporary levy of five
years’ duration as he
claims.

Nor will the amount of
the levy remain at $400

per residence as he
claims.

As costs rise - so will
the levy.

This may be unpalat-
able for many folks.

But | can see no rea-
sonable alternative other
than adjusting the amount
of the levy to reflect the
level of income, "gradua-
tion”, | believe is the name
of the concept.

Frank Hawkins
Aurora

For the time
of your life!

Aurora Shopping Centre
14800 Yonge St. 905-841-0055

Cool Now... Pay Later!
@\’

the Experss_§

No Interest
No Paymentsy

T.H. *
LIVER
— SINCE 1924

HEATING ¥ AIR CONDITIONING INC.
*Call for details. *OAC

?,«j The Quietest & Most Energy Efficient
Air Conditioner - up to 21+SEER

& for a limited time save
up to *$1100.00 on rebates.

We Service All Makes...

Pu?on
905.727.4258

www.click4comfort.com

Natural
Health Clinics

Aurora’s #1 Health Store & Natural Health Clinic
14845 Yonge St., Aurora, ON 905-726-3000 * www.goodhealthmart.com

e Naturopathic & Homeopathic Doctors

e Bio-Energy Testing
e Nutritional Consulting
SUE AZIZIYAN, N.D. DEEDE PRESTON, H.D.

Call or drop in for an appointment
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Auroran Summer Camp Guide 2006
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JAGUAR GYMNASTICS

SUMMER

Under New Ownership... “Steve Griffin” I C E S K AT I N G
Come join us for our -
AMAZING Summer Camp O
Again this summer, Skaters Firs't. will l?e providing programs for all levels of skaters REGISTER NOW FOR OUR GREAT
We offer half days o full days filled with lots of from Pre-School to the Competitive Figure Skating Level. PLAYBALL’S SUMMER DAYCAMP s U M M E R RI DI N.G. CAM P
gymnastlcsamusu;; arts and crafts SUMMER SCHEDULE DON’T LET YOUR CHILD MISS THE FUN! Lessons ¢ Ir aining
and muc more! LEARN TO SKATE & SENIOR - 3 Dav (4th Dav Option Fun and exgit_ir_lg Playball sports coaching (_:ombined with outdoor o O o
S CANSKATE LEVELS 1-5 Working on Prelin):irSary Freeyskafe SoI()) activities, splash pad, weekly special _evEent days! Indoor Arena ¢ OUtdoor R’d'ng R’ng
ummer programs are offered as well... Pre-School & Youth (1 Wk. Session) Contact us now! Spaces are limited. O.E.F. Certified Instructors
morning, afternoon and evening classes. (2 Wk. Session) / 2% Hours Per Day On lce Special Rates for past campers and all other Playballers! =T N
Tryour FREE INTRODUCTORY CLASS / Ratos:1 Age 3+ 7 Solo racice, Spin Pach Call 905 508 3553 Home of the King Pony Club
ry our / Pre-School Power v Off Ice Conditioning Email:playball@idirect.com
by calling: 905-841-7598 /45 Minute Lesson v Lunch Included 3 days Visit: www.playball.ca 15809 Dufferin Street, 1.5 km north of Aurora Sd. Rd., King City
ADVANCED - 4 Day (5th Day Option) \_ 905-713-0647

6 VATA COURT - UNITS 6 & 7 CANSKATE LEVELS 6, 7 & SO Danceaonze Freeskate or

(OFF EDWARD ST, 2 BLOCKS EAST OF YONGE) AURORA (2 Wk. Session) (1 WK. Session)
v/ 1 Hour Per Day On Ice v 2% Hours Per Day On Ice
v 1 Hour Group Instruction v Solo Practice, Spin Patch
7/ Small Ratio v Off Ice Conditioning

® i i v/ Video Seminars
- Lessﬂns ® Trainin v Private Lessons Available 7 Lunch Included 3 Days
Leasing < g POWER SKATING _
g saIES Junior - Intermediate Level SENIOR & ADVANCED - Optional Day
) 'gg\?Sons for the beginne t Monday 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. (July) 5 SMoorl\]/Idir?ﬁfellﬁtsr?;:/Se Stroking Class
a i r i
. ho_rsensczdpgi?é SO"I safe sof?otof}e ;jf'; l:\/l/ll_nutte Iéesson v 1 Hour Freeskate
:'Falnmg for the TrilliGrm «an inute Game
UNter & Jumper ang 5oL Cireuit, ADULT SKATING
* 60 x 170 indoor area “day. : AR RN h 4 5
Monday Evening - 7 Weeks POWER SKATIN( ¢
v 1% Hrs Per Week RSDAY EVENIN @ 76061l60‘...

-l .. oW SUMMER ALL DAY

For Information or to Register On-Line
3125 Vandorf Sdrd., Gormley www.skatersfirst.com
(10 MINUTES EAST OF AURORA, AT WARDEN) SkaterSﬁrSt@aCi.On.Ca or (905) 727' 4600 ‘ A M P SUM MER SPORTS CAM Ps

(905) 888-RIDE (7433)
Home of the Eglinton Pony Club SKATERS FIRST
COST PER WEEK IS $299

www.kingequestrianclub.com ¢ Email: king.equestrian@sympatico.ca
G l ’ I D I National Training Rinks would like to invite you to join us for our
ALL DAY SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS,

which will take place throughout JULY.

Summﬁp Camp S
Programs 2006 s g s s 0 s o U i i

JAYMOR

SCHOOL OF DANCING
SUMMER CAMP

Who can attend?

will include TWO HOURS OF ON-ICE HOCKEY INSTRUCTION, as
well as a VARIETY of other activities such as ball hockey, basketball,
bowling and swimming, which will VARY FROM DAY TO DAY.

. eE;/p?(;)r/icézrlli!el\ilg rde?qrzﬁfed Fun Educational Camp Ages available will be from 6 YEARS OLD TO 13 YEARS OLD
» Both male and female for Ages 18 mos. to 6 yrs Both BOYS AND GIRLS are welcome, as well as all skill rangeé.
* Ages 3 and up Academic Camp for Ages 7-14 Groups will be divided based upon ages, and each group will have
» Anyone who is up for a a HEAD COUNCILLOR and a JUNIOR COUNCILLOR with
full week of fun X them for all activities throughout each day.
T NEW Programs This Year for ages 7 - 14 B O O k yo u r : '
* N ’ . . . THE WEEKS AVAILABLE ARE:
Jazz, dp, Director’s Cut Animation Studio JULY 1070 14 = 3010 1710 21 < ULy 2470 28
. * Arts Camp AGES 6-13, ALL AGES - ALL WEEKS
Bal Iet Acrohatl cs » ; DROP OFF IS 8:30 AM AND PICK UP WILL BE AT 4:30 PM
g Span'Sh Lessons (Lunch is provided every day) Registration in person only.
“INSPIRATIONS”

GIRLS HOCKEY/SPORTS CAMP

]
SYLVIA CLAYDON’S LEGACY...Promoting LEADERSHIP and
ENCOURAGING OUR YOUTH through hockey/sports,
while continuing to grow in a Christian lifestyle!l!

Camp includes: Variety of sports, i.e. swimming, bowling, basketball,
ball hockey, video and motivational chapel.

*ESL

and Hip Hop

When?

e July4 - July7

« July 10 - July 14
o July 17 — July 21
cAug 8 - Aug 11

Ages: 7 YEARS AND OLDER — Recreational and Rep Hockey players
Week. July 31st to August 4th 2006

|
Cost: $299.00 -
Time 8:30 am to 4:30 pm
Included: Taxes, Jersey, Daily Healthy Lunch

A protion of the proceeds will be directed to Holland Marsh Christian School
and Bethel Christian Church Newmarket.

N OW Drop off is 8:30 am and Pick up will be at 4:30 pm.
(Lunch is provided every day, jersey is included)
Registration in person only.
“Not just anoth 2
Ot Just anoiner arena

Conveniently located at 1155 Stellar Dr.,

Aurora Montessori & Private School

e GIENT e 330 Industrial Parkway North, Aurora, ON L4G 4C3
Tel: (905) 841-0065  Fax: (905) 841-2022

registrations for September. Lane
www.auroramontessori.com info@auroramontessori.com

Newmarket, ON L37 7B8
Tel: 905-953-0978 Fax: 905-953-8326

Privates and Semi-privates Aurora
are also available 905-727-5494




BRUCE CHAPPELL FRANK METE
Come and see the all new
Cobalt and HHR.

905 -727-94944

SPORTS

AURORA

Home Hardware

GARDEN
CENTRE
Lots of Annuals

Hurry in for best selection

We appreciate your
business!
Aurora Home Hardware
Building Centre

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora - 905-727-4751
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BBBS sales in Aurora prove to be the ticket

Ticket sales for York’s
Big Brothers Big Sisters
(BBBS) in Aurora have
proved rewarding for win-
ners.

In the last two years,
Aurora events have
brought good luck to win-

ners of the major raffle
prizes offered by the
group.

In 2004 the winner pur-
chased his ticket at the
Aurora Street Festival and
last year Elliot Kohn of
Toronto won the trip to

Scotland after buying his
ticket at the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce
Golf Tournament.

Big Brothers Big Sisters
of York is now running its
Third Annual Raffle for a
Golf Week for Four in St.
Andrews, Scotland, in
April, 2007, and the grand
prize is worth more than
$22,000.

It includes return airfare
from Toronto to Scotland,
land transfers in Scotland,
accommodations at the

CFUW group celebrates

Paula Todd, co-host of
Studio Two, was the guest
speaker last Wednesday
evening at the Canadian
Federation of University
Women (CFUW) annual May
Dinner at Oakview Terrace, on
Leslie Street, south of Aurora.

The event launched the
50th Anniversary Celebrations
of The Aurora/Newmarket
Chapter of CFUW.

As a voluntary, non-profit,
self-funded organization, the
group’s membership, now
numbering 225, has been
active in the community since
1957. The goal of CFUW is to
raise the social, economic and
legal status of women.

CFUW has international
affiliation and lobbies for
human rights, educational
opportunities, the environment
and the status of women.

This Chapter is one of 122

Skating
results

Following are the results
of recent testing by the Aurora
Skating Club:

Junior Silver Dance

Harris Tango: Stephanie
Fonceca, Jacqueline Relke,
Kate Sutton, Alana
Fabbricino.

American Waltz: Jennine
Brunton, Stephanie Fonceca,
Jenna  Williams, Amber
Ciolfe, Julia Chiovitti.

Rocker Foxtrot: Samantha

Galati.
Senior Silver Dance
Paso Doble: Jordana
Goldman.

Starlight Waltz:
Laverty, Allie Sutton.
Kilian: Emma Slimkowich,
Amber Bowman.
Gold Dance
Viennese Waltzz. Emma
Hayzelden.
Interpretive
Silver: Jennine Brunton.
Free Skate Elements
Senior Silver — Meaghan
Jones.
Free Skate Program
Junior Silver — Stephanie
Fonceca.

Emma

chapters across Canada.

Over the last 50 years, the
group has supported many
local charities and provided
prizes, grants and scholar-
ships to secondary schools, as
well as York University and
Seneca College.

New members are always
welcome at the meetings held
in Aurora on the fourth

Tuesday of the month, begin-

Old Course Hotel Golf
Resort, meals, five rounds
of golf, including one on
the OIld Course, and $500
spending money.

Four other secondary
prizes include a golf week-
end for four at The Briars
Resort; a foursome at
Wooden Sticks, a $500
Gift Certificate at Golf
Town and a foursome at
St. Andrews Valley in
Aurora.

All tickets sold prior to
July 5 are eligible for an

anniversary

ning in September.

They also have a variety of
interest groups for day and
evening activities. A number of
special events are planned
throughout the year for the
50th anniversary celebrations.

For more information their
web site is www.aurora.planet-
today.com/cfuw  or  call
Beverley Varcoe at 905-727-
215.

If you’re looking for a very casual, low-key men’s soccer league,
we're looking for 8 more players ranging in age from mid 20’s to
mid 50’s. Games are in Aurora at Highland Field at 7 pm every
Friday from June 2 to early-October. This is pure "pickup™ soc-
cer, with no referees - everyone brings a dark and a light shirt
and we change teams every week. $100 registration fee.

For info or to register, please contact Scott Sillcox:
Home ph: (905) 727-5685 Work ph: (905) 940-9229
email: ssillcox@ca.inter.net

MAKEUP ARTIST

e Spfx

 Fashion

* Theatre

 Bridal Consultations

« Special Occasions

e Lessons
triballily@hotmail.com

Wlowers

by Terry

14799 Yonge St.

Aurora

Telephone: 905-726-1549

email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com
www.flowersbyterry.com

U we wouldn't take it lome why would we sell it to you?

PEIRCE 4 McNEELY ASSOCIATES

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

REAL ESTATE
CIVIL & FAMILY LITIGATION
BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL LAW
Wills & Estates
(905) 727-8900

Offices in Toronto and York Region (Aurora)

Early Bird Draw; a four-
some at Eagles Nest Golf
Club.

The final draw is set for
September 7. Tickets are
$100 each and only 1,000
are being sold.

If you believe in fate,
Aurora’s street festival is
Sunday, June 4.

The raffle is one event
put on to fund programs
offered by Big Brothers
Big Sisters of York, an
agency that serves boys
and girls who need and
can benefit from the
friendship and mentoring
of an adult.

The Agency is always
looking for volunteers for
its many quality programs.

Not only is the Agency
in need of volunteers, it's
also looking for boys and
girls between the ages of
6 and 14 to become Little
Brothers and Little
Sisters.

Little Brothers are boys
who do not have a father

For more information
on the agency, you can
visit www.bbbsy.ca or call
905-895-0289.

figure in the home and
Little Sisters are girls who
need an adult female in
their lives.

Car + Home =

BIG SAVINGS

See me for Car and Home Insurance and save.

STATE FARM

INSURANCE
®

Allan Cruickshank, Agent

300 Wellington Street East

Aurora, ON L4G 1J5

Bus: 905-727-2749
allan.cruickshank.qjbb@statefarm.com

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR, STATE FARM IS THERE."
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

POSBOOSCN 05/05 State Farm  Home Offices: Scarborough, Ontario ® statefarm ca™

-

Made in Germany « Tradition since 1774
Once you step in you can’t get out!

BOSTON
I

Top 3 Reasons
to come to Omars

for your next

GIZEH

shoe purchase...

#3 — Do you have orthotics?
We have the experience to fit you!

#2 — We stock wide and extra wide

ARIZONA
I

sizes as well as standard sizes.
#1 -  Largest shoe selection anywhere.
In fact, we carry more sandals
than you'll see in any store!

NOW IN STOCK

New arrivals of Papillio, Birkenstock's Boutigue collection,

Our 36"
year in
Aurora

SHOES
Est. 1970

WHERE GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT!
14800 Yonge Street, Aurora Shopping Centre (905) T27-9391




Pop-culture icon, Barbie, aka Fay Patterson, was in
Aurora last week to promote a new line of
fragrance that was being introduced across the
country. She took time out to talk to Aurora’s Kylie

Fisico.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

York’s immigrant
population grows

Last month York
Region released a report
on recent immigrants to
the region to provide a
socio-economic profile of
the immigrants in the
region.

During the period 1996
and 2001 the region's
immigrant population was
growing at a faster rate
than non-immigrant popu-
lation so that by 2001
immigrants comprised 40
per cent of the region's
population.

The majority of recent
immigrants, 98 per cent,
live in the five urban
municipalities of Aurora,
Markham, Richmond Hill,
Vaughan and Newmarket.

Aurora accounts for
two per cent of the
region's recent immigrant
population with 1,600
immigrants moving to the
municipality between
1991 and 2001.

The top five places of
birth for recent immi-
grants to Aurora are

Historic Oakland
home survives plan

The historic Oakland
Hall, formerly the Red
House, located on Old
Yonge Street has now
been designated as a
Historic Site under the
Ontario Heritage Act and
is open as a popular up-
scale restaurant.

At a public meeting
held in April, 1990, an
application was consid-
ered for amendments to
the official plan and zon-
ing bylaw to join three
parcels of land to permit
the construction of a 90-
suite, six-storey apart-
ment building.

Oakland Hall was the

centre of the three
parcels totalling 4.4
acres and it was pro-

posed to retain the home
for residential use as
well as the residence on
the south property, with
the apartment building to
be located on the north
parcel of land.

Access to the apart-
ment complex would be
available from two points
on Old Yonge Street and
one from St. John's
Sideroad with 135 park-
ing spaces to be provid-
ed, 28 on the surface and
108 enclosed spaces on
the east portion of the
first two storeys of the

building.

A staff report indicat-
ed several planning con-
cerns including increas-
ing the height of three
storeys as specified in
the official plan to the
requested six storeys,
reduced setbacks, com-
patibility with neighbour-
ing lands and the prece-
dent nature of the appli-
cation.

The blank east wall of
the parking section for
the first two floors was
also a concern in respect
of the visual impact and
relation to the
streetscape, plus the
safety issues due to the
lack of sightlines for
vehicles exiting the park-
ing area because of the
zero setback from Old
Yonge Street.

Because of the many
concerns, council
endorsed a report that
staff continue to work
with the applicant in an
attempt to resolve the
outstanding issues plus
the long term preserva-
tion of Oakland Hall.

The six-storey apart-
ment never materialized
and Oakland Hall
remains.

A plan to retain the
existing residence on the

e ——— e —— o

Your Neighbourhood Café .

ON THE BEAN |

St. Andrews Mall- across from IGA
Orchard Heights Blvd. & Yonge St. "

ICE CREAM
ICED CAPPUCCINO

SMOOTHIE -
ICED COFFEE |

(905) 713-1245 |

south property with the
addition of seven town-
houses has been
approved, but not yet
started.

With all the opposition
to the application to con-
vert the Red House into
the Oakland Hall Inn,
one can only imagine the
opposition to the appli-
cation for the proposed
six-storey apartment
complex if it was submit-
ted today.

Driveway Sealing & Spraying
Minor Crack Repairs

Russia with 15 per cent,
United States at 10 per
cent, South Korea at eight
per cent and with smaller

percentages from the
United Kingdom and
Mexico.

Recent immigrants to
Aurora have a larger per-
centage, or 53 per cent in
the under $30,000 income
level than the non-immi-
grant population at 43 per
cent.

Twenty percent fall
within the low income cut-
off compared with six per
cent of the total popula-
tion, one of the highest
among the five municipal-
ities in the region.

A greater percentage
of the recent immigrants
to Aurora have a universi-
ty certificate, diploma or
degree than the other four
municipalities included in
the snapshot report.

About two per cent of
Aurora's recent immigrant
population has no knowl-
edge of either of
Canada's official lan-
guages and the most
common religious affilia-
tion was Roman Catholic
at 35 per cent, no religion
at 18 per cent and
Anglican at eight per cent.

The report was intend-
ed to provide background
information for advocacy
initiatives and to help
agencies, organizations
and municipalities under-
stand their needs so that
programs and services
can be arranged to assist
them.

The report also indi-
cates that recent immi-
grants, although highly

educated and skilled are
economically vulnerable
during the first several
years after their arrival.

~14¢ DRIVEWAY DOCTOR

For a free estimate

call 905-392-9861
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Manicure/Pedicure - $35

k_-“‘s NOW OPEN SUNDAYS
Wa\ e Home Depot Centre Aurora
We\(‘,ﬂm 15340 Bayview Ave.

ALL ESTHETICS AVAILABLE
Hours: Mon. & Sat. Sun. 10 - 5 Tues. - Fri. 10 - 7 p.m.

905-841-9343 15570 Yonge St. Aurora

Leght app your life!

Lighting * Fixtures « Fans
Great Prices

220 Industrial Pkwy. S. 905-841-2832
Call for hours

School Team Jerseys
Promotional Wear
Corporate Wear

Embroidery Staff Uniforms
Heat Transfers Sportswear
Screen Printing

Twill AU Works Guaranteed!

Logo Digitizing
Full Line of Clothing
& Sportswear

Tel: (905)773-5035

www.logowearcanada.com

(=] =]
% %
% %
: Everyone is Welcome .
% %
% %
2 2
o] o]

GOOD DRIVERS DESERVE
A BETTER RATE

- Monthly Payment Plan

-  We make house calls

- Serving Aurora & Area for over
20 years

-  Combine Home & Auto & Save
even more

-  Save time...let us shop the
market for you.

Call your Hometown Broker
for a Quote today

905-727-9030

9a.m.-9p.m.
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AURORA SENIORS’ CENTRE
AURORA SENIORS’

ART GROUP
12th Annual

ART SHOW & SALE

with

gift Boutique
and Our Kind of Town”
OPEN PREVIEW
Friday May 26th 7:00 pm - 9:30 pm
Saturday May 27th 10:00 am - 4:30 pm

l‘A

visit us at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre
5 Municipal Drive (Beside Town Hall)
West McKenzie Room

Artists will be in attendance and
refreshments will be served.

(905) 726-4767 for more information
Aurora Seniors’ Centre

5 Municipal Drive, Aurora ON
905-726-4767
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Sencon Secape

Seniors planning
extended hours

We offer an enthusiastic welcome to Jennifer Ralph
as a new assistant and part time coordinator at the
Aurora Seniors Centre.

Jennifer is an outstanding young lady, and her par-
ticular responsibility will be to attend to and staff the
extended hours program, which is expected to be
announced very shortly.

I expect to confirm with Jennifer, specifically what
her plans are when an assessment is completed of
what is practical to get evening hours started.

In the meantime the following remarks will provide
some information on what might transpire.

This program will extend the hours that the centre is
open to some evening hours.

The program will be evaluated over a period of time,
and its success will determine its future.

The evening program will enable those still
employed to participate, and | note, the age require-
ment to join the seniors centre is 55 years or older.

Three snooker and billiards tables will be available
with a new pool table expected soon.

The computer room will be open with a volunteer
available to assist for some of the open hours, but not
all of the time.

We will equip this computer room with new equip-
ment very soon.

Badminton, table tennis and pickle ball are expect-
ed to be available together with other activities,
according to demand.

Later hours will also accommodate the choral
group.

A formal announcement will be made as soon as
the evening hours have been confirmed together with
the activities available.

Among the daytime pastimes and activities that
attract a loyal and constant following, is ‘Bingo’.

Cliff Davies is our well-known number caller and
has an excellent voice for this task.

Cliff is often an announcer for other events, and a
singer with the senior choir.

| spoke with Cliff recently, and he said yes, a men-
tion in The Auroran would be very nice and yes, we
have room for more participants.

‘Bingo’ is played Friday afternoons at 1 p.m.

If this is your pleasure for a pleasant afternoon with
others, you are very welcome.

V' (905) 713- 3733

o Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training

o In Driver Education since 1979
o MTO Approved Course Provider

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES
ASK ABOUT OUR no obligation trial program

MK General Contracting

Aurora Ontario
Direct: 416-727-7043 « Fax: 905-773-4910

Are you still
using outdated
and hazardous

fuses in your

home?
By Changing or Upgrading your
Electrical Panel You Will
- Save Money on your Home
Insurance
* Never need to replace Fuses
* Increase the Value of your Property

For all your Electrical Needs
call for a FREE QUOTE

Call 416-727-7043

Wellington-Yonge street
parking long-time issue

The problem of park-
ing adjacent to the
controversial
Yonge/Wellington
intersection has been
ongoing for years.

By July, 1989, Aurora
Council decided to help
reduce congestion at the
intersection by banning
parking for approximately
75 metres from the inter-
section on both sides of
Yonge and Wellington
Streets.

Merchants were quick
to respond by claiming
the parking ban would
not only kill local busi-
ness but encourage driv-
ers to race through the
intersection.

They also questioned
council's priority as to
whether it was to support
local businessmen who
pay taxes or provide
quick movement of traffic
through town.

After listening to the
businessmen, the town
recommended a compro-
mise which was accepted
by the York Region.

But the problems con-
tinued and in January,
1988, the region imposed
parking restrictions on
Wellington Street during
morning and evening
rush hours.

Objections from the
businessmen continued
and in April, 1998,
Aurora Council asked
York to kill the restric-
tions.

The region refused
and the problem contin-
ued.

Last March, Raymond
Nicolini of Hair Thoughts,
located on the south side
of Wellington east of
Yonge appeared before
the Traffic Safety
Advisory Board to repeat
his complaints about the
parking restrictions.

He asked the one-hour
parking limit on
Wellington in front of his
business be increased to
two hours, as many
municipalities permitted
two hours parking in the
downtown area.

The TSAB asked staff

to submit a report to the
next meeting of the TSAB

regarding implementa-
tion of the two-hour park-
ing limit.

At the council meet-
ing, Mayor Tim Jones
advised members that
the request was included
on the agenda of the next
regional Transportation
Committee meeting and
if council agreed with the
two-hour limit, it should
be approved and the
region advised accord-
ingly.

Council agreed.

At the same meeting
the TSAB recommended
a letter from Mr. Ugo

Bulgaretti seeking a
speed limit on Wellington
East go to the region.

In response to a ques-
tion whether council was
supporting the reduction
in speed by referring the
letter, Director of Public
Works Wayne Jackson
replied it was simply a
referral without comment.

As the referral might
be construed as council
support it was suggested
that in future
any requests regarding
regional roads would be
forwarded directly to the
region without going
through the TSAB to
which council agreed.

Bus: 905-727-1941
Direct: 905-726-8091

15004 Yonge St.
Aurora, ON L4G 1M6

“Picture your house sold”

BRYAN BLACK

Sales Representative

SACLTY R
YORK REQON
AKTISD

at the

AURORA PUBLIC LIBRARY

15145 Yonge St., Aurora

(a portion of all art sales will be donated to the library)

OPENING RECEPTION
Friday, June 2™ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

SHOW CONTINUES

Saturday, June 3™ 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sunday, June 4™ 11:00 am - 5:00 pm

HELP US
HELP THE
AURORA
LIBRARY!

ART SHOW
& SALE

YOUR CHANCE TO :
VOTE FOR YOUR FAVOURITE PAINTING
MAKE A DONATION TO THE LIBRARY
AND FILL OUT A BALLOT TO WIN A PAINTING




Marquee’s “Cats”

By MALCOLM WATTS

| have to admit that
years ago when first hear-
ing of this Andrew Lloyd
Webber Show, | was skep-
tical that a group of cats
could entertain me for two
hours.

| learned they certainly

could, and the recent
Aurora Marquee
Production in Markham
and Newmarket was no
exception.

Although ~ community

theatre is often checkered
in quality, this particular

show was consistently
good.
From its understated

junkyard set, to airbrushed
costumes (each one differ-
ent) to the expert and cre-

4 )

Ohhanks

for
supporting
AURORAN
advertisers

- /

ative choreography of
Nancy Dinner and clear
soulful singing, this show
was great.

Cats is a metaphorical
work that has more to do
with people than animals.

We see Cats of various
personalities and ages, and
indeed the story itself is a
metaphor of life and its
changes celebrated yearly
during the Jellicle Ball.

Several members of the
troupe contribute their gym-
nastic and ballet experience
to enrich the experience.

Deanna Raffey and

Kayla Ross as well as Rui
Imizu as Magical Mr.
Mistofelees and Run Tum
Tugger were outstanding.

There were many other
highlights, noteworthy was
the detailed and studied,
yet not overacted, move-
ments of the chorus in the
background which
enhanced the Cat mood
and realism of the produc-
tion.

We feel for aging
Deuteronomy, played by
David Cardinal, and
Munkustrap, played by
Maria Vecchiarelli.

We Teach Math

Ontario Curriculum
* Free Assessment

* For Grades 1 through 10
¢ Program Based on The

Informatlon
905-841-3699

Find Out What your
Home is Worth On-Line
Visit:

www.QuickOnlineEvaluation.com

ReMax Omega Realty (1988) Ltd.

Past their prime and
ready for the next life, their
limelight moments are
poignant as is the affection
and respect the younger
Cats hold for them.

The fact that only five of
this cast were trained
dancers, and several cast
members appeared on
stage for the first time in this
production, was astonishing
given the level of complexi-
ty and professionalism of
the choreography.

Each member of this
cast, and Director Sheryl
Amirault, can feel proud to

AURORAN, Week of May 23, 2006 - 13

production great

have delivered a wonderful
and touching show that
Marquee Productions
can boast as one of its
finest ever.

Malcolm Watts is a
York Region author and
photographer.
www.authorsden.com/ma
Icolmwatts

to

905-841-9364

Why pay for office overhead
when all you need is office help
from Virtual Option? Save up

sales support, versus the cost of
hiring full or part-time help.

50% on administration and

Email: info@virtual-option.com
www.virtual-option.com

Aurora Retirement Centre

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE

RESPECT

We choose staff that know the
joy of working with seniors.

( CANADIAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE |
FOR THE BLIND PRESENTATION
Thursday, May 25«2 -3:30pm

Join us for an informative presentation
on the cause, effect and management of
Macular Degeneration. Tea to follow.

Call 905-841-2777

Aurora Retirement Centre
145 Murray Drive, Aurora, ON

{orca

www.chartwellreit.ca

¢, CHARTWELL

SENITIORS HOUSING REIT

Focus on:

Bike and Board Rodeo

Saturday, May 27, 2006
Aurora Leisure Complex

10:30 am

~3:30 pm

Charity BBQ

Commercial Booths
Skateboard Park

Rules of the Road

BIKE STATIONS:

York Regional Police Bike Registrations
Professional Safety Inspection
Bike Skills including:
= Circle Riding
» Manoeuvring
» Braking
= Steering
* Turns & Signals
State Farm Licensing Booth
Dirt Bike Obstacle Course

Information Booths including:
» Neighbourhood Watch
* PACT.

Bike and Board Demonstrations

“P.A.C.T. proudly supports the Bike
and Board Rodeo by working together
with the York Regional Police to build

a safer community for our children.”
-Aurora PA.CT. 3

This FREE event is brought to you by:
The Town of Aurora

The Optimist Club of Aurora °)

State Farm Insurance

Aurora PA.C.T.
The A-Channel

contact us at:
1 Municipal Drive
Box 1000

P.A.C.T. (Police and Community Together) is
looking for new volunteers.
If you are looking to serve your community

Aurora, Ontario L4G 6J1
or e-mail at: aurorapact@aci.on.ca

TIPS FOR MOTORISTS:

pass.

4) Check your blind spot before opening a car door. A cyclist could be there.
When turning right, check the curb to ensure you do not cut off a cyclist.
6) Obey all the traffic rules, including speed limits, especially in places where
children might be, such as neighbourhoods, parks, schools, and
playgrounds. Give yourself and a cyclist the chance to avoid a collision.
7) Remember, children are small and hard to see. Be a safety partner.

1) Bicycles are vehicles and cyclists have the same rights and
responsibilities as other road users.
2) Cyclists are expected to ride on the right, but they are allowed to use any
part of the lane if their safety warrants it, for example, to avoid a pothole,
or to avoid being hit by an opening car door.
Generally, cyclists need a metre on either side of them as a safety zone.
Do not pass too close. If the lane is too narrow to share, change lanes to

This page is proudly sponsored by:
Hartwell Thayer Financial Services Group

Providing professional and personalized services
to York Region for over 50 years.

2 Orchard Heights Blvd., Unit 23
Aurora, Ontario L4G 3W3

Aurora: 905-713-9870

Toll Free: 1-800-668-8976

Fax: 905-727-5749

www.hartwellthayer.com
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Special rates: non-commercial word ads: $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or email your ad to classifieds@auroran.com « More than 73,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month!

@ FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICES @ HELP WANTED ({j PHOTOGRAPHY @ INDOOR & OUTDOOR SERVICES
A~ . MOTHER'S HELPER - 17,
MORT(J[&UE ~ Servmg Aurom EXP. ADMIN ASST to assist with care of @ WINDOW CLEANERS ﬂ HOME
INTELLIGENCE reqd p/t for an Office |
VOLWAYERRYE  Fumiture dealership in  infant, 6 & 8 year old, ) " IP =
Aurora. Computer skills Eutie!grgxpengﬁigm{ﬂ e WINDOW RENOVATION
- . 'l a
( COMPILSE.I;fE M(I)R.I;i(;lmE SER‘:KES | anc”;Stan Si'gieﬁxpﬁg; children required. 905- Affordable D CLEANERS Stert o Fimish
onventional, Selt-employed, Investment, Commercia resumé to 905-841- [27-8124 gsal:gni:ezl‘li Qualit
. y
*Over 50 Lenders including Bunks competing for your business 3823. LOCAL CLEANING Pgﬂg-‘i-’g.r E:;EQNNTIANGGE eOnTimeand
Friendly No Fee Service!* SALES PT/ET Area COMPANY is looking to c ial - Bathroom Specialists
@ Regi demak o Horgoge I © agyight 200 g Il | ol 0AC A GMAC (g franChlse a\éaﬂal'ﬂe.Y%Ué hire a Professional P/T fﬂr vﬂur &0 n’;englse:]illa? ° F,:;rr?]“/,:r::mg
L8t o e . o 10 e, g A AOMCGgoy| 'y usine ; .
at your schedule, Cleaner. No ve?ltgle o WEBSITE WINDOW &
@ THE UPS STORE Embassy Greeting Necessary, competitive * BROCHURE Marty 416-606-5492
Cards 905-841-9700. ~ hourly rate. Contact o CATALOGUE CARPET
You might not be able to do Debbie @ 905-717- CLEANING
: @ NEED A CHANGE 7352. Thank you. 905-727-7600 INTERIOR/EXTERIOR SERVICE IMPROVEMENTS
eVerythmg at Oncen bUt yOU can AESTHETICIAN WINDOW .“1“\“\[ Professional home repairs
. ’ VI I ‘\ 't FREE SCOTCHGUARD & renovations. Carpentry,
do everything in one place O N T A R | O NEEDED for beauty COUNSELLING ITTER CLEANIN( tastelom 8 mics,
Fax Servi INTERNATIONAL mar-  salon in Aurora. Please AND PSYCHOTHERAPY DIN ANIN Call Us at P flon:’s,gwindlnws
* Fax services keting company launch-  call Sam. 905-727- 905 . oors etc.
+ Digital Printing & Copying ing throughout Ontario 2754 9 ' | 0 717-3785 ‘WEFDEONCDEESCiKS &
R inichi seeking a few keypeo- _ -
Document Finishing ple. gtrong inggme LIVE-IN CAREGIVER \ = Joertfgg'?55_771163_20231245
+ Mailbox Rentals potential  for  the required for two chil- Psychotheraplst ¢ WINDOWS AND DOORS EREE ESTIMATES

+ Courier Services
« Packaging Supplies & Services

The UPS STORE?® in Aurora

14845 Yon%e St. Unit 6, Aurora

5-713-16:

2 Fax: 905-713-1633

Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

Qj AESTHETICS

- épeczﬂls -

We use disposable

RELAXATION  WELLNESS HOLIDAY

PACKAGE: PACKAGE: PACKAGE:
Body Massage European Leg Wax
European Facial Facial Deluxe Pedicure
Deluxe Pedicure Deluxe Pedicure ~ Manicure

Manicure Manicure $83
$122 1§92
(first time customers)

plastic foot bath inserts.
By appt. 416-918-2028
*Tell a friend and receive $10 OFF your next visit.

4 CARS FOR SALE

98 JEEP TJ GREEN,
5spd, 4x4, tow pkg,
127k tinted back win-
dows, 7500cert/7000
as is 905-967-0479

1992 JETTA black
sapphire. 4 door.
Standard. Some rust.
295,000 km. Gas. As is.
905-841-3925

L

FOR RENT

@ APT. FOR RENT

I
Newly renovated luxury
apartment. 1 Bedroom
furnished /unfurnished.
Marble floors. Utilities
included. $800 per
month. 416-564-4330

(ﬁ) COTTAGE RENTALS

COTTAGES FOR
RENT: 1.Lake Simcoe,
3 bedroom, 1 bath,
sandy beach. sleeps 8
$1500.00 per week.
2. Coulter Bay on the
Severn River. 3 bed-
room, 1 bath. Sleeps
8+ Water access only.
$1000.00 per week.
For more information
please contact Brent
Wells,Captainbwells
@aol.com or call 905-
726-1898

COTTAGES FOR
RENT 2 & 3 bed-
rooms. Sauble Beach.
Ontario 1-519-422-
1490

NEW EXECUTIVE
TOWN HOME Aurora,
2 car garage. Stainless
steel appliances.
Ravine lot. Short or
long term. Starting @
$1990 per month plus
utilities 416-838-6110

(e FOR LEASE

OFFICE SPACE FOR
LEASE in Aurora. 1000
sq. ft. on Industrial
Parkway South. Call
Jennifer for Details.
905-727-0107

CONDO
FOR RENT

Ft. Myers
Beach

FLORIDA

2 Bedroom
¢ 2 bath
* Fully Equipped
* Across From Beach
905-841-8965
www.captainsbay.com

right person.Training
provided. Contact Jim
www.jamlinhitech.com
E-mail jamlin@yahoo
.com Phone 416-587-
8708

VACUUM MART
PART-TIME. Must be
technically inclined,
will train. Must have
retail sales experi-
ence. Top remunera-
tion. Fax resumé to
905-726-2744

BAKERY IN AURORA
needs full time and
part time help Must
have retail sales expe-
rience and excellent
customer service
skills. Fax resumé
905-880-8096.

dren. Some housework
and cooking required.
Call Roger @ 905-726-
8384

GRAPHIC ARTIST
REQUIRED P/T/FIT.
Must be creative/profi-
cient in MAC. Embassy
Cards - 905 -841-9700

@ FUNDRAISING
]
FUNDRAISING? We
can help. Plan now for
Autumn - Christmas
Season. Embassy
Greeting Cards - 905-
841-9700

L

HOST FAMILIES WANTED

AURORA

Warm, caring families in the
Aurora/Newmarket area are needed to
HOST STUDENTS FROM SPAIN
for 3 to 4 weeks in July
as part of a language program.

Host families are paid to provide room and
board in a secure environment.

Have fun with this great cultural experience!

Please call Karen 905-895-3993

¢ FOR SALE

CARPET - | have sev-
eral thousand yards of
new Stainmaster
and 100%  Olefin
carpet. | will carpet your
living room & hall for
$389. Price includes
carpet, pad and instal-
laton (30 square
yards). Steve 905-898-
0127.

@ SCRAP WANTED

I'LL PICK UP YOUR
SCRAP cars and trucks
at no charge, and in
some cases, pay Yyou
for them. All deals
negotiable. Call 905-
751-3019.

‘TIL MAY 31
MON. - SAT. 10-4
SUN. 12-4
75 Mary Street, Unit 3
905727-3300

SERVING AURORA
Accepting clients
wanting to heal
from anxiety,
depression, grief
-reasonable rates-
-flexible hours-
Luanne Jakobi
905-726-4341

ENEXT

II WINDOWS & DOORS LTD.

Windows « Garage Doors ¢ Entry Doors
Patio and Garden Doors

Visit our showroom 245 Pony Dr.
Newmarket

905-954-0440 cell: 416-303-7211

(e SERVICES

CERTIFIED MAKEUP
ARTIST.  Weddings.
Proms. Special
Occasions & Lessons.
416-838-5107

(e ARTIST

| create unique artistic

stained glass windows
of any style. Look at
one of them | did for
a happy customer for

his front door at

49 Stone Rd., Aurora.
If it is close to your

dream call artist Serge.

905-726-2080

...to order and for
viewing my portfolio.
Custom Size
Custom Design
Custom Satisfaction!

(f PET SITTING

PET SITTING IN MY
HOME - don't cage your
cat or small dog while
you are gone. Mature,
responsible lady  will
pamper your pet. In quiet
country home. $15.00
day - dog; $10.00 day -
cat. 905-939-7285

4
BUY AND SELL online
at WeeBay. Kids stuff:
toys, high chairs,
Maternity, strollers,
clothes, furniture, stork
rentals and much more!
Post for free promo-
info@weebay.ca or, go
to our web site
www.weebay.ca

BUY & SELL

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week. (*This section only) Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or email to: classifieds@auroran.com

,@ FINE ART

DRAWING CLASS &
Summer Camp
http://www.yhartstu-
dio.com/schedule.html
Call 905-713-3650

¢ DOG TRAINER
L]

IN-HOME
PRIVATE
DOG TRAINING

Flexible schedules
Available days or
evenings
J. A. (Ginny) Neher

BREEDERSSHOWCASE.COM
DOGSPORTS
also group classes
S05-a78-4060

LEARN HOW TO

DRAW & PAINT...

just like the Masters

* beginners to advanced
e ongoing classes
e drawing & painting techniques
* help students prepare portfolios
for college & art school
* no artistic experience necessary

905-726-8883

Judy studied academic painting and drawing in
Florence, ltaly. She has appeared on City Line TV,

www.wellingtongallery.com
mi.design @ sympatico.ca

Q) SOCCER NURSERY

() MUSIC THEORY

PLAYBALL’S
SOCCER NURS-
ERY. Early 3 & 4 year
olds. Spaces are limit-
ed so don't delay regis-
ter today! Call 905-
508-3553 or the
Leisure Complex @
905-841-Play (7529).

MUSIC THEORY
Private Lessons, RCM
program; call Peter
905-713-6460.

@ YOGA CLASSES

AURORAN,

SUMMER CAMP

GUIDE 2006
SEE PAGES 8 & 9

(z' SWIMMING
LESSONS

AURORA SELKIES
Competitive Swim
Club Privately owned
and coached by
Yvonne Cattrall, current
Masters World Record
holder. St. Andrew's
College pool,
Aurora.Private teaching
and coaching also
available, adults and
children, for leisure, fit-
ness, competitive
swimming, triathlon.
905-841-3450

SWIMMING
INSTRUCTION By
Yvonne Cattrall, -
Masters World Record
holder, 40 years’ experi-
ence, certified Red
Cross Instructor. Year
round, all levels, 3-4
maximum in class. 905-
841-3450

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

e Lawn Maintenance
e Aeration
¢ Seeding & Sodding
e Spring &

Fall Clean-ups

 Snow Plowing

¢ Interior Plant Care

o Tree & Shrub Care

¢ Hedge Trimming

¢ Garden Maintenance
* Top Dressing

Phone: 905-841-6687 cell: 905-751-6687

14845-6 Yonge St.

Suite 315, Aurora, ON L4G 6H8
www.rmfservices.com

H: 416-694-4178

Advertise your

GARAGE SALE

Charles Gallagher
CONTRACTING

~Since 1974~
Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Rec Rooms,
Hardwood Floors,
Additions
Complete Range of Renovations
BLUE PRINT SERVICE

C: 416-702-4178

& NAIN
* Renovations e Additions
* Finished Basements
¢ Decks o Painting
+ Seniors 10% OFF

905-726-2894

(ﬁ) PLUMBING

Maintain - it
PLUMBING

* Repairs

* New Installations
» Service Agreements

1°854-0523

GARBAGE

REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish.
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

0773-8033

Year-Round Maintenance Company

GORDON

LANDSCAPE COMPANY
NOW BOOKING

e SPRING CLEAN-UPS
e GRASS CUTTING

905-726-9165

Commercial »

Residential

WWW.GORDONLANDSCAPE.COM

@ CLEANING

CLEAN WITH CARE
experienced efficient,
thorough home clean-
ing with an added
personal touch 905-
727-2353

CRYSTAL

CLEANING

Cleaning Service
Commercial/residential
any day any time

FREE ESTIMATE
905-392-1589

\Ee
to Shine

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING
with a personal touch

o Serving Aurora for 8 yrs.

* Customized Services

* Same Professional
and Reliable Staff

¢ Insured & Bonded

Call for an in-home
consultation
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

(*FREE TO AURORA RESIDENTS ONLY) Call 905'727'71 28

/

St.John's Sideroad

/

9

Orchard Hts

Batson Dr.

hippingwood
q

5) 11 Watkins Glen

6) 29 & 31 Fielding Dr. 8
7) 49 St. Andrews Crt. 8 -1
8) 39 Hammond Dr.

1) Tecumseh Dr. STREET SALE 9 -12
2) Monkman Crt. 8 -
3) Senator Ct. STREET SALE 8 -12
4) Devlin Place STREET SALE 8 - 1

2

Cres. 7-1

8:30 - 1:30

This garage sale locator map is sponsored by
Sean Herbinson - ReMax Realty « Call Sean at 905-727-1941

11) 2 Clift Rd. 8
12) 288 Stone Rd. 8

9) 38 & 39 Chippingwood Manor 8 - 12
10) 36 Moffat Cres. 8 -

1

13) 106 Edward St. 8 May 27 & 28
14) 118 Kemano Rd. 8 (RAIN DATE JUNE 3)
15) Cady Crt. STREET SALE 8 - 1




So, what happened to Buck motion?

For a number of years Aurora has recognized the top male
and female students from the town who have achieved aca-
demic excellence in each of Aurora’s three high schools.

In May, 2005, Councillor Evelyn Buck presented a notice of
motion regarding monetary support to students in need of
assistance.

She introduced the motion in January this year for the year
2006 and henceforth that the Town of Aurora Award be
changed to recognize student involvement in school gover-
nance as well as academic excellence.

She pointed out there were several awards for academic
excellence, but there wasn't an award to recognize excellent
and meaningful participation in school governance at the stu-
dent level.

There was general agreement with the intent of her motion,
but there was a need to clarify the criteria.

It was finally agreed that Councillor Buck would work with
staff and school officials to establish a criteria for the award.

The school year is just about over, but what happened to the
award?

WHERE WILL THEY PARK?

The McKenzie Wetland has been a popular spot over the
years for family skating during the winter months, on the south
side of St. John’s Sideroad and for nature walks and bird-
watching during the summer on the north.

Parking was never a problem as cars lined up on the side of
St. John's and families enjoyed themselves.

Passing motorists, who had likely parked there at one time
or another, were cautious as they drove by.

In spite of strong opposition from Aurora residents, York
Region widened and reconstructed the roadway to four lanes
through the marshlands.

Mitigation measures included a retaining wall on the south
side and a boardwalk on the north side as a lookout over the
wetlands, but no provision was made for parking.

As parking was prohibited on St. John's Sideroad, the
region suggested that Old Yonge Street be used.

There is a parking prohibition on the east side but parking
was permitted on the west side and there was room to park
approximately 25 cars.

Although the town participated in the approval process and
the payment of the boardwalk, council took no action in public
session in follow-up of parking arrangements.

Why?

AURORA'S GO TRAIN VOICE RETIRES

For 11 years Aurora GO Station attendant Cliff Soltau was
the friendly GO Train voice wishing commuters a happy Good
Morning and wishing them a Good Day.

Most of them, still half asleep, wondered how he could be so
pleasant so early in the morning.

But it all came to an end at the end of January, 2003, as
Aurora's GO Train Voice retired.

On that last morning the regular commuters held a small
reception for him at the station during the morning commute for
the commuters to wish their Voice all the best for a happy retire-
ment.

COMMUNITIES IN BLOOM

Last September Aurora resident Rebecca Beaton attended
a meeting of the Leisure Services Advisory Committee to ask
that Aurora pursue the popular Communities in Bloom initiative
in 2006.

She suggested the program be community driven incorpo-
rating residential, industrial and commercial participants.

For a start, she also suggested the town only enter the
provincial competition.

The Canadian-based non-profit initiative looks at flower dis-
plays, landscapes, urban forests, community involvement and
general tidiness.

She added that sponsors had already been approached
and had agreed to assume the cost of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd
place plaques and Howard Johnson had agreed to provide
accommodation for the judges.

Stephenson offered job

She asked that a program committee be established as
soon as possible.

The advisory committee agreed to recommend council
approve participation at an estimated cost of $750.

In spite of some opposition about potential hidden costs,
council approved participation in the Communities In Bloom
competition, after Councillor Damir Vrancic offered to use his
convention allowance to cover the cost.

The gardening season is now here, but where is the com-
mittee and the promotion to encourage citizens to get
involved?

CRIMINAL
DEFENCE

BAIL YOUNG

OFFENDERS
WILLS, REAL
ESTATES ESTATE
Susan E. Tucker
FAM | LY Lawyer & Notary Public
LAW 0 727-7775

Individual & Relationship Counselling
+Stress Anxiety *Depression
*Burnout +Grief & Bereavement
+Women's Issues *Self Esteem Issues

+Addictions ¢Trauma

Cora Clearwater RN.A.
Member of OACCPP

905-726-9218

Confidentiality Assured
Day and Evening Appointments
29 Centre St. West, Richmond Hill

From page 1
25-metre pool, play pool, a
new fire hall and a partner-
ship with a sports bubble.

The Church Street School
is being developed into a
Heritage Centre, a leash-free
park was opened, an emer-
gency plan prepared and an
Emergency Operations
Centre has been included in
the seniors’ building, he said.

Council lobbied for and
was successful in obtaining
the installation of safety gates
at railway crossings.

There have been
improvements to the trail sys-
tem and parks, he said, and
the town's web site is more
user friendly

Delegations were wel-
comed from China and
Aurora's twin municipality
Leksand, Sweden and
Aurora Day was celebrated
at Ontario Place, he said.

On the business front sev-
eral new retailers have been
attracted to Aurora including
a movie theatre.

At Highway 404 construc-
tion is underway on the
Canadian headquarters of
State Farm Insurance, which
is expected to open this year.

From 1998 to 2004 total
employment in Aurora has
grown 46 per cent accounting
for 5,023 new jobs.

Looking to the future, he
said the town would have an
updated Strategic Plan and
council will work with staff to
solidify a comprehensive
financial plan to accommo-
date the obligations that lie
ahead.

He paid tribute to the
Chamber of Commerce with
special  recognition  to
Gonsalves, for her energy,

activity and cooperation in
enhancing the quality of the
town's business community
and spirit.

Gonsalves reported that
the Chamber has close to
750 corporate members rep-
resented by more than 1,000
individuals. By the end of
2006 the Chamber will have
hosted 39 functions, a record
for the organization.

During her 21 years she
has watched the Chamber
grow from its humble begin-
nings with fewer than 114
individual members and very
limited financial resources.

She paid tribute to her
staff, the many volunteers
and the Chamber members
for their support and wished
the Chamber continued
success.

Wellington Medical
Walk-in Clinic

Dr. John Fitzsimons © No Appointment Required
— e Travel, Wart and Acne Clinic

Dr. W. Ateyah
Now accepting
new patients

¢ Online appointment
Book at www.medhelp.ca

126 Wellington St. W. ¢ 905-841-1633

New extended hours
(Corner of Haida Dr.) Enter via PHARMASAVE PHARMACY

www.youngdrivers.com

COURSE STARTS
MAY 27
2 WEEKENDS

905-726-4132

TOTAL HOME IMPROVEMENTS

e COMPLETE BATHROOMS
e KITCHENS & BASEMENTS
e REPAIRS & INSTALLATIONS
e ALL TYPES OF WORK

905-773-8371

PowerStream & Home Hardware

Every Kilowatt Counts

with the purchase of any product featured at
Home Hardware in the coupons shown below.

Participating stores, dates and fimes are as follows:

*While quantities last. Offer available for PowerStream customers only.
Light bulbs will be distributed on a "first come, first serve" basis.

Every Kilowatt Counts is a program of the Ontario Power Authority's Conservation Bureau



For the latest information, visit us at gmcanada.com, drop by your local Pontiac * Buick * GMC dealer or call us at 1-800-GM-DRIVE. ~with purchase or lease of virtually all 2006 new or demonstrator models delivered from dealer stock between April 20 and June 30, 2006, inclusively and with payment of an additional $0.01, customers receive a Preferred Price Gas Card. The
$0.20 discount includes applicable taxes. Cards valid as of 72 hours after delivery and until August 31, 2007. Cards are valid only at Petro Canada locations and other approved locations, and are not redeemable for cash. All 2006 vehicles are eligible except the following models: Chevrolet Corvette, Pontiac Solstice, Saturn Sky, Chevrolet Express, GMC Savana, and all Medium Duty Trucks (including GMT560 Family 2&3 & Tilt and
W-Series. GM reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer and/or the program for any season in whole or in part at any time without notice. *Based on a 36/36 month lease of 2006 GMC (Sierra Crew Cab R7A/Canyon Ext. Cab R7A). Annual kilometre limit of 20,000 km, $0.15 per excess kilometre. Lease APR may vary depending on amount of down payment/trade. A down payment or trade of $4,315/$0 and $0 security
deposit is required. Option to purchase at lease end is $23,246/$15,691 plus applicable taxes. Other lease options are available. Freight ($1,200/$1,100), license, insurance, registration, administration fees and taxes are not included. ¥Offer applies to the purchase of 2006 GMC (Sierra Crew Cab R7A /Sierra Reg. Cab R7B) new or demonstrator models. Freight ($1,200/$1,200), license, insurance, registration, PPSA, administration
fees and taxes are not included. tFinancing approved on GMAC credit only 2006 GMC (Sierra Crew Cab R7A/Canyon Ext. Cab R7A). Based on a 60 month term. Down payment, trade and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $10,000 at 0%, the monthly payment is $166.67 for 60 months. Cost of borrowing is $0.
Total obligation is $10,000. Offer is unconditionally interest-free. *W1Offers apply as indicated to the purchase, lease or finance of 2006 new or demonstrator models of the vehicles equipped as described. Offers apply to qualified retail customers in the Ontario Pontiac  Buick ¢ GMC Dealer Marketing Association area only (including Outaouais and excluding Northwestern Ontario). Dealer order or trade may be required. Dealers
are free to set individual prices. Limited time offer which may not be combined with other offers. See your dealer for conditions and details. /ABased on 2006 Fuel Consumption Guide ratings published by Natural Resources Canada. ®Service contract required. OnStar uses existing emergency service providers as well as cellular and satellite technologies. Vehicle electrical systems need to be operating for features to function prop-
erly. See dealer for conditions and detais. ®Registered trademark of General Motors Corporation. TD Canada Trust licensed user of mark. Visa International Service Association/TD Canada Trust and GM licensed user of marks. ®Trade-mark of The Canada Trust Company. (For more information, visit gm.xmradio.ca. The XM name and related logos are registered trademarks of XM Satellite Radio Inc. 1$1,000 credit is exclusive of
applicable taxes and is reflected in offers in this advertisement. Offer applies to 2006 new or demonstrator models. Dealer order (excluding Sierra Nevada Edition trucks). ##General Motors will provide a GST rollback incentive (tax inclusive) equal to 1% of the applicable vehicle MSRP (base vehicle plus factory installed options) plus freight. Offer applies only to retail cash/finance customers who take delivery of a new 2006 or 2007
model between May 13, 2006 and June 30, 2006. Lease APR may vary depending on amount of down payment/trade. General Motors reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer for any reason in whole or in part at any time without notice.
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