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Briefly

Another fundraiser
On Friday, May 12, another fundraiser will be held for young Devon

Brisbourne.
This one, an evening of live entertainment by Glenn Marais and Cara

Chisholm, follows on the heels of a successful event held recently by Randy
Skelcher that raised close to $16,000.

This event will feature, along with the entertainment, dancing to a DJ, a
silent auction and a 50/50 draw.

Tickets are $20 in advance or $25 at the door and are available at the
Legion, Industrial Parkway North, or by calling 905-727-5642.

...and another
M & M’s National Charity Barbeque Day has become quite a tradition in

Aurora, and local operator Greg Foster is hoping to break some records this
year.

The event is scheduled for Saturday, May 13, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in front
of the store at 15005 Yonge Street.

People will be able to purchase a hamburger and or hot dog and they will
also receive a bag of chips plus a drink for a minimum $2 donation to the
Crohns and Colitis Foundation of Canada (CCFC).

All proceeds will be donated to the CCFC.
Greg’s store goal this year is $2,000, while the corporate goal is $1.75 

million.

Street dance
When the Aurora Chamber of Commerce held a street dance last year, it

was to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Aurora Street Festival.
It was a huge success.
So much so that it will happen again this year, Saturday, June 3, but this

time, it will be organized and operated by the Optimist Club of Aurora.
Set up on Yonge Street, between Murray Drive and Henderson Avenue, the

dance will feature entertainment by the 14-piece Thursday Night Jam band.
Advance tickets, which are now on sale, sell for $10, while tickets at the

gate will cost $15.
Advance tickets are available at Canadian Tire, Oakridge Outfitters and

Royal LePage.
For more information on this event, contact Terry Sherin at 416-315-7368.

Long-time award
Aurora Mayor Tim Jones was one of seven municipally-elected officials in

central Ontario to be presented with a long-standing service award last week.
The presentations were made by John Gerretsen, Minister of Municipal

Affairs and Housing, in Richmond Hill.
Long-standing service awards were introduced by the Ontario 

government in 2004 to recognize municipally-elected officials with at least 25
years of service.

Newmarket Mayor Tom Taylor and Newmarket Councillor Dave Kerwin,
were also recognized.

Meanwhile, Aurora’s Peter Storms was presented with a Meritorious
Service Decoration (Civil Division) by the Right Honourable Michaelle Jean,
Governor General of Canada, Friday in Ottawa.

The civil division recognizes individuals who have performed an 
exceptional deed or an activity that has brought honour to their community or
to Canada.

Between 1995 and 2003, Mr. Storms contributed his strategic and project
management expertise to the development and hands-on implementation of
core public safety policies affecting youth at risk in Canada, and in highly sen-
sitive areas internationally.

In spite of risks to his own personal safety for prolonged periods of time,
he displayed relentless efforts and commitment in applying strategies and 
solutions to strengthen municipal infrastructures and eradicate dangers affect-
ing numerous social, political and civilian organizations throughout the world,
a press release said.
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They want to sell food, too
The shovels aren’t even in the

ground yet, but already officials
want Aurora’s new Wal-Mart store
to be bigger.

Using existing space available,
a proposal to eliminate one store
site at the Wellington East/404
location and give the space to
Wal-Mart, was made to Aurora’s
public planning meeting last
Wednesday night.

Aurora Council wasn’t so quick
to jump at the idea, however.

It sent the proposal back with
the proviso that it be presented to
another public planning meeting
before any approval is given.

A new Wal-Mart store has

already been approved by
Council, allowing for an anchor
store of up to 132,605 square feet.

On the approved plan, a super-
market would be built across the
street.

Wal-Mart officials want to use
the supermarket space and incor-
porate it into the Wal-Mart space,
which would now include a super-
market, and create a one-storey
building that would cover about
219,000 square feet.

The new department store
would then sell a full range of food
products on about 55,000 extra
square feet of space.

According to officials, the

change is necessary because the
“larger format department store is
in keeping with its new proptotype
department stores that are being
launched in Canada”.

As far as Aurora planners are
concerned, the proposal would
“create a challenge”.

“The proposed enlarged Wal-
Mart store and the associated
mass of parking will create a chal-
lenge in being able to comply with
the urban design guidelines for
both the proposed Phase 1 site
and the balance of the lands on
the east side of First Commerce
Drive,” Aurora Manager of

Please see page 3

$2 Magna million for site
It came right out of the blue

Tuesday night, catching both res-
idents and councillors off guard.

Aurora Mayor Tim Jones used
last week’s council meeting to
announce that Frank Stronach,
Founder and Chairman of Magna
International Inc, had agreed to
donate $2 million to the new
Aurora Recreation Complex.

The mayor said later he was
asked to make the annoucement
the way he did and that’s why
others were not informed in
advance.

He and Mr. Stronach have
been in talks over the past few
weeks regarding the importance
of capital funding to help the still
under construction facility.

Magna, he said, will donate
annual sums of $400,000 to the
Town of Aurora for five consecu-
tive years with the understanding
that all proceeds will be directed
to the retirement of capital obli-
gation for the facility.

Council will also be reviewing
naming rights and provisions

Please see page 3

Student and teacher. Scores of people showed up at Hillary House Sunday afternoon to honour
Jackie Stuart, Aurora’s museum curator for the past 25 years, at an open house to mark her retirement,
including Aurora’s John McIntyre.The college professor taught Jackie at Seneca King many years ago.
Jackie learned that a room, inside the new Aurora Heritage Centre now under construction at Church
Street School, will be named after her. Auroran photo by David Falconer 
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COMING EVENTS IN AURORA
CONTINUING

Aurora Community Garden has plots available to grow fruits and vegeta-
bles. For more information call York Region Food Network at 905-967-0372.

* * * *
Wellington Gallery will feature the wildlife artwork of Edward Spera and

Les Pomeroy in their Best of Breed exhibit. Gallery hours are from 11 a.m. to
6 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Thursdays and
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturdays.

* * * *
Weekly lunches will be held from 11.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. every Wednesday

in the Norma Jean Legge Room of the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. Call 905-726-
4767 for more information.

* * * *
"Martha's Table" offers comfort food and a sense of community at St.

Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, corner of Mosley and Victoria Streets.
Available are hot soup, sandwiches, and dessert in the hall. Church-spon-
sored initiative runs every Thursday.

* * * *
Aurora Agricultural Society (organizer of the Aurora Fair & Horse Show)

meets on the second Tuesday of every second month, at 7 p.m., at the Aurora
Community Centre. New members welcome. For more information, call 905-
713-6773 or info@aurorafair.ca, or visit www.aurorafair.ca.

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday evening at 6.30 p.m. at Gabriel’s

on Yonge Street. New members welcome. For further information, call 905-
841-1352.

* * * *
On the first Wednesday of every month from 9 a.m. to noon, a satellite

constituency office for Vaughan/King/Aurora MPP Greg Sorbara will be open
in the councillors’ lounge at the Town Hall. Call 1-877-880-6770 for informa-
tion.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge #148 meets the first and third

Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street (south of Wellington).
For more information, call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masons' Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday of each month at The

Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday each month at 57
Mosley Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee club at 9 a.m., lunch at noon. Call 905-727-
3032 or 905-727-1080.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous, every Tuesday night, Trinity Anglican Church,

Victoria Street, 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night. Aurora Legion, 7.30 p.m. Call
905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women has monthly meetings at

Aurora’s Trinity Anglican Church with a variety of speakers. There is also a
selection of interest groups. Contact Beverley 905-727-2151.

* * * *
Dancing at the Legion, 8 p.m. every Friday night.

* * * *
Bid Euchre at the Legion, 1 p.m. every third Sunday.

* * * *
Queen’s York Rangers Army Cadet Corps, boys and girls, ages 12 to 18.

Camping, canoeing, target shooting. Aurora squadron meets every Friday
evening. For more information, call 905-726-8600.

* * * *
Towns of York Toastmasters Club meetings, open to the public, are held

every second and fourth Wednesday of the month from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the
Park Place Manor, 15055 Yonge Street, Aurora. For more information see the
club web site at www.townsofyork.org or phone Elena Silaev at 905-726-9750.

MAY 4
Aurora-based Kerry's Place Autism Services is hosting its 12th Golf

Invitational at Angus Glen Golf Course. Event features 18 holes of golf with a
1.30 p.m. shotgun start, barbecue lunch and gourmet dinner. Lots of prizes.
Call Nancy at 905-841-6611 ext. 333.

MAY 5-7
44th Annual Juried Art Show and Sale at the Town Hall. Open from 7 to

10 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Sunday. For further information call 905-726-4762.

MAY 6
First Aurora Rotary Club frog race in Tannery Creek between the Board of

Education office and the Aurora Community Centre. Rent a frog for $5 at  R &
R Revisited.

* * * *
York Symphony Orchestra presents “A Night At The Proms” with guest

artist Elke Eble-Streisslberger. 8 p.m., Trinity Anglican Church.
* * * *

Aurora Seniors Annual Bazar & Bake Sale at the Seniors’ Centre, 5
Municipal Drive, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. For further information call 905-726-
4767.

MAY 6-7
Susan MacDonald, great niece of renowned Group of Seven artist, J.E.H.

MacDonald and Sunrise of Aurora senior residence present an art show and
sale at the residence, from 10 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sunday, 3 Golf Links Drive. Admission is free.

MAY 8
Aurora Film Council presents its second film night at the new Aurora

Cinema on Bayview Avenue at 6.45 p.m. featuring "Merry Christmas", a
French-German-UK collaboration dramatizing the WWI Christmas cease-fire
of 1914. Tickets available at R & R Revisited and the Aurora Public Library.
Only a limited number will be available at the door the night of the screening.

* * * *
The Aurora Public Library, in partnership with York Regional Police pres-

ents “Personal Safety”, a free presentation for seniors, 1 to 3 p.m. in the
Lebovic Room, Pre-register at the adult information desk or call 905-727-
9493, option 4.

MAY 9
York Centre District Women’s Institute 57th annual meeting at St.

Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Victoria and Mosley Streets. Registration 9
a.m.

MAY 9-JUNE 14
York Region 55+ Summer Games hosted by all regional municipalities

with the closing ceremonies held June 14th at Aurora's Senior Centre.
MAY 10-14

Aurora’s Marquee Productions presents the musical "Cats" at the
Newmarket Theatre. Call the theatre box office at 905-963-5122 for ticket
information.

MAY 12 
Live entertainment by Glenn Marais and Cara Chisholm along with danc-

ing to a DJ, plus a silent auction,  and 50/50 draw at the Aurora Legion begin-
ning at 7 p.m. all in aid of Devon Brisbourne Trust Fund. Tickets are $20 in
advance or $25 at the door. Tickets available at the Aurora Legion or call 905-
727-5642.

MAY 13
Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society annual plant sale at the Aurora

Public Library, 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.
* * * *

M & M’s National Charity Barbeque Day from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in front of
the store at 15005 Yonge Street.

MAY 13-16
Join the Aurora Seniors for a trip to Auberge Memphre Inn in Magog,

Quebec. Trip includes three nights’ accommodation, nine meals and snacks,
entertainment, dancing, indoor pool. Call the seniors’ centre at   905-726-
4767.

MAY 16
Contract Bridge competition to be held at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 5

Municipal Dr. at 1 pm. For more information go to website www.yr55plus-
games.org or visit the Seniors’ Centre.

MAY 17
Election and induction of Aurora Chamber of Commerce officers and

directors at St. Andrew’s Golf Club, 368 St. John’s Sideroad East, at noon. To
register call 905-727-7262.

* * * *
Aurora Public Library, in partnership with Addiction Services for York

Region, presents a free information seminar “Exploring Responsible
Gambling”, 7 to 9 p.m. in the Magna Room. Pre-register at the adult informa-
tion desk, or call 905-727-9493, option 4.

MAY 18
Amnesty International group meets at Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria

Street for information, discussion and letter writing about human rights issues.
New members welcome. For more information, call 905-713-6713.

MAY 19
Last day for the public to submit comments on PowerStream's draft

"Conditions of Service" pertaining to its operating practices, connection poli-
cies and the types and levels of service. Copies of the draft document are
available for viewing at the utility's Markham and Vaughan offices.

* * * *
Nominations close for positions on the Board of Directors of the Aurora

Seniors Association. A ballot box will be available from May 23 to June 2 with
results reported June 8.

MAY 23
Aurora Public Library, in partnership with the Oak Ridges Trail Association,

presents “Hiking On The Oak Ridges Moraine Trail” with Harold Sellers from
the ORTA. Event occurs in the Magna Room between 7 and 8 p.m. Pre-regis-
ter at the adult information desk, or call 905-727-9493, option 4.

MAY 27
Bike and Board Rodeo at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 10:30 a.m.

to 4.30 p.m., free of charge for all skateboarders and bike enthusiasts. For
more information contact 905-726-4762 or visit e-aurora.ca.

* * * *
Aurora Farmer's Market opens at 8 a.m. in the Temperance Street parking

lot for the fourth year and continues every Saturday through Thanksgiving
weekend.

* * * *
"Lilac Tyme Lunch," featuring a ham and salad plate, at St. Andrew's

Presbyterian Church, Mosley at Victoria Streets. Lunch will be served from 11
a.m. to 1.30 p.m. Tickets: $8; $4 for children 10 and younger. Sponsored by St.
Andrew's Guild.

* * * * 
York Chamber Ensemble, conducted by Aurora's Tony Browning, presents

"Crowns of Summer," featuring strings and chorus. Trinity Festival Chorus and
Trinity Youth Choir will join the orchestra. Concert will take place at Trinity
Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $15 or $10 for
students and seniors. Purchase at the door, or call  905-727-6101.

MAY 29
Aurora Heritage Centre fundraising golf tournament at Aurora's Westview

Golf Club. The noon hour shotgun event is limited to 96 golfers to play two of
the club's three nine-hole courses for $150 each, including dinner at Dinardo's
Mansion. Contact Sharon Nisbet at 905-727-0446 for further information.

MAY 30
Business after 5, sponsored by the Aurora Chamber of Commerce, pres-

ents dart night at the Aurora Legion, Industrial Parkway North, from 6 to 8.30
p.m. To register call 905-727-7262.

MAY 31
From 7 to 8 p.m. in the Town Park, Miriam Goldberger of Wildflower Farms

will present a gardening workshop on "Elegant Water Efficient Landscaping”.
Call 1-888-967-5426 to register.

JUNE 3
An all-new bike clinic covering terminology, bike maintenance, safety

skills, equipment, stopping/turning and tricks for ages 7-13 at the Leisure
Complex parking lot. Cost is $16. Call 905-726-4760 for further information.

* * * *
Yonge Street Dance, between Murray and Henderson, 7 p.m. to midnight.

Sponsored by the Optimist Club of Aurora. Advance tickets at $10 now on
sale.

JUNE 4
Eleventh Annual Street Festival on Yonge Street between Wellington and

Murray. Booth space available by calling 905-727-7262.

Marilyn Redvers, Sales Representative 
Residential Real Estate Services 
14799 Yonge Street, Aurora L4G 1N1

905-727-3154
www.realestateaurora.com

Your Community Realty NATIONAL

CHAIRMAN'S
THE

CLUB

ROYAL LePAGE

ASSOCIATE BROKER NETWORK

$249,900

Prestigious gated community in southeast Aurora!
Elegant end unit with loft! Over 2400 sq.ft.! Many
upgrades including maple kitchen, hardwood floors,
granite counters & much more! Gorgeous views over con-
servation! Privacy plus in a tranquil setting!

Sparkling & Spacious townhouse! Terrific Eat-in Kitchen has pine plank floor, subway tile backsplash, centre island & built-
in appliances! Family room has walkout to private patio, tiered garden & mature trees! Convenient location - walk to 
everything!!

BEAUTIFUL CONDO TOWNHOUSE IN SOUTH AURORA!

$469,000

Fantastic lot on no exit street! $Million$ Dollar Custom
Homes Being Built on the Street! Great location in the
centre of town near Kennedy St. West & George St.! 2
Bedroom bungalow on property could be rented until
you are ready to build!

BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME IN CENTRAL AURORA!

$649,000

LUXURY BUNGALOW CONDO BACKING TO FOREST!

Terrific detached home...shows beautifully! Gleaming
Maple Hardwood Floors! Upgraded Maple Cabinets in
Kitchen! Master Bedroom has 4-piece ensuite! Open 
concept Fam. Rm.! Great neighbourhood in south
Newmarket...walk to school, shops!

$344,900

IMMACULATE WYCLIFFE HOME - ALMOST NEW!

Soaring Ceilings & large windows! Loaded with
upgrades!...hardwood, custom kitchen, granite counters! 5
Walkouts! Lovely finished basement has walkout to private
patio! Wonderful views over ravine! Enjoy security & privacy
in prestigious gated community. 

$629,000

FABULOUS BUNGALOW CONDO BACKING TO FOREST!

presented by
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905-727-9561
14889 Yonge Street, Aurora
www.graystonesrestaurant.ca

gourmet to go

Open Lunch & Dinner
Sunday May 14th

Please call for
reservations

The maximum interest payable is $31.50 per $100 Deposit Note (i.e.,10.5% each year). Changes in the 
value of the shares may affect the amount of interest payable in each year. It is possible that no interest 
will be payable on the Deposit Notes. The full principal amount will be repaid at maturity regardless of 
shares’ price performance. Details regarding the calculation and payment of interest, the notional 
portfolio of shares, repayment of principal and certain risk factors are contained in the Information 
Statement. Investors are encouraged to read the Information Statement carefully before investing in the 
Deposit Notes and to discuss the suitability of the investment with their Investment Advisor, who will be 
able to provide investors with a copy of the Information Statement.

53 Wel l ington Street East , Aurora, 905-727-4300

Available until June 2, 2006

10.5%
ANNUAL
COUPON

UP TO

TERM

3-YEAR

• Potential coupon up to 10.5% each year
• Return based on a portfolio of 10

global companies
• 100% principal protection at maturity
• No direct foreign currency exposure
• No management fees
• Matures June 8, 2009

CIBC Total Premium Yield Generation
Deposit Notes, Series 4.

sweet.
and

Short

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company • Scarborough, Ontario • statefarm.ca™

P060047CN  02/06

It’s time to experience what so many drivers from 
Ontario already have: the personal service and money 
saving discounts they get from their State Farm® agent.

Talk to me today and see how you can save.

Discounts

UP TO 30%
on car insurance.

Allan Cruickshank, Agent
300 Wellington Street East
Aurora, ON L4G 1J5
Bus: 905-727-2749
allan.cruickshank.qjbb@statefarm.com

A recent pancake brunch at Aurora’s Park Place Manor raised funds for the Easter Seals Society of York
Region. Among those enjoying the meal were Edith McMaster, left, staff-member Andrew Meikle and
Gwen Fletcher. Nearly $500 was raised for the charity. Photo courtesy Silas Studios

Raucous council meeting
one of longest this term

During the past two and
a half years of the term of
Aurora Council there have
been many raucous and
embarrassing meetings, but
the last week’s had to be
one of the worst.

It all started very early in
the term when the newly-
elected council planned a
traditional off-site weekend
retreat to formulate a vision

for the coming term and to
get to know each other.

Councillors Phyllis
Morris, Wendy Gaertner
and Nigel Kean boycotted
the retreat even though it
had been approved by the
majority of council and con-
flict was created.

This has carried on
throughout the term as the
same members boycotted
other assembly meetings as
they were not open to the
public, even though one of
the best municipal lawyers
in the province reported that
such assemblies were legal
under the Municipal Act.

In addition, during the
term although the majority
of the general committee
approved a certain course
of action, when the report
came to council, the issue
was rehashed as some
members didn't agree with
the majority.

That resulted in nit-pick-
ing, points of order and per-
sonal remarks.

At the start of Tuesday’s
meeting, Mayor Tim Jones
laid down some ground
rules about not permitting
personal remarks by mem-
bers of council, and then
allowed it to happen.

Before the meeting got
underway, Councillor Evelyn
Buck raised a Question of
Privilege by pointing out that
Councillor Damir Vrancic
had lectured her and
Councillor Phyllis Morris
had questioned Buck's intel-

ligence and she claimed the
mayor had done nothing to
stop them.

She added that she had
a right to say what she
wanted and while she
wouldn't ask for an apology,
she recommended the pro-
cedural bylaw be followed.

When the mayor indicat-
ed he agreed and said he
had asked everyone to
show respect, Councillor
Vrancic said if he agreed
with Councillor Buck's com-
ments, he would appeal the
ruling of the chair.

Councillor Phyllis Morris
said she had been
impugned and the mayor
had agreed with the com-
ments and suggested the
mayor lead by example.

Before the business of
the municipality could get
underway, Councillor Wendy
Gaertner questioned two
items on the agenda that
had been submitted by
Councillor Evelyn Buck and
should be considered as a
Notice of Motion.

Town clerk Bob Panizza
replied that as the motions
had been received in
advance and had been cir-
culated with the agenda,
they met the requirements
of the procedural bylaw.

Councillor Gaertner dis-
agreed and said in order for
the items to remain on the
agenda a motion would
have to be adopted to waive
the procedural bylaw, which
she so moved.

In the absence of a sec-
onder, her motion died, and
a subsequent motion to
approve the agenda as sub-
mitted was approved and
the meeting got underway.

Later in the meeting,
during a discussion on the
heritage conservation dis-
trict, Councillor Kean
claimed Councillor Buck
was fear-mongering. When
Buck objected, Kean with-
drew his remarks and apol-
ogized.

This caused Councillor
Hogg to utter an obscenity
indicating he didn't believe
Kean, resulting in Kean ask-
ing for a retraction. Hogg
apologized but added he
was sick and tired of the
sniping and told his col-
leagues to grow up.

In addition to being one
of the most raucous of
meetings, it was also one of
the longest, getting under-
way at 7 p.m. and adjourn-
ing at 11.30 p.m.

Development Planning
Glen Letman wrote in a
report.

Not everyone at the
meeting was thrilled with
the proposal.

True Value Hardware
operator Mike Evans said
the meeting was “illegal”
because people who had
opposed the original Wal-
Mart store had not been
notified.

He claimed there would
not be enough hydro power
available for the project.

A spokesman for
Loblaws said there have
been plans submitted to
expand the Real Canadian
Superstore at Bayview and
St. John’s Sideroad but the
company had not heard of
Wal-Mart’s proposal.

He said Loblaws
planned to get into the
department store business,
much the way Wal-Mart
planned to get into the food
business.

Councillor Damir Vrancic
said the proposal was “pre-
mature”.

“We need all the facts
before we can make an
informed decision,” he said.
“Too many changes have
not been detailed.”

Under the new proposal,
there would be parking pro-
vided for more than 1,000
cars.

Councillor Evelyn Buck,
however, was willing to
approve the bylaw amend-
ment application in principle
“with the amending bylaw
being scheduled for
approvals after council has
had the opportunity to
review and approve the site
plan”.

Her suggestion was hers
alone as council voted 6-1
to send the proposal back
for more answers.

Councillors John West
and Wendy Gaertner were
not at the meeting.

From page 1

Wal-Mart

consistent with policies to
ensure Magna is appropri-
ately recognized for its 
contribution.

"The Town of Aurora is
delighted about this 
donation to the new Aurora
Recreation Complex,”
Mayor Jones said. “We are
extremely grateful to the
Stronach family and
Magna for their continued
support of our community.
This wonderful gift will pro-
vide several benefits to the 
residents, children and
organizations in Aurora for
years to come." 

Over the years, the
Stronach family has made
numerous contributions to
the community including
capital donations to the
Aurora Library, many
sports and community
groups, providing free 

soccer fields on their 
corporate headquarters,
their financial support of
the Aurora Tigers and their
financial commitment to
the Southlake Hospital
Regional Cancer Centre.

The Aurora Recreation
Complex will offer new
facilities such as a 
twin-pad arena, an aquat-
ics facility, a pre-school,
community space and
adjacent site development.

The new facility will 
provide residents with
year- round swimming
opportunities, additional
ice time and community
service opportunities.

The project is currently
scheduled for full 
completion this year. The
ice surfaces have operated
all winter, but the 
swimming pool is still
incomplete.

From page 1

$2 million from Magna
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It's a rocky road to rescue,
As more speed humps appear;

Causing lives to be at risk,
But residents have no fear!

- Poor Richard's Scrapbook

If council continues to approve more all-way stops,
lower speed limits and the installation of speed humps
as methods to control speeding on residential streets,
Aurora will become known as anti-motorist.

Motorists, except for some commuters who use the
main streets to come to town to catch the bus or train,
are taxpayers and should have some rights, but they
are being shifted from street to street in order to get
around.

When responding to an emergency every second
counts when a life or a burning residence is at stake,
but our politicians love affair with so-called traffic calm-
ing devices means more and more streets are delaying
emergency vehicles.

It has been pointed out time and time again that five
speed humps in a row on a street can slow down emer-
gency vehicles by as much as a minute and that minute
could make the difference between life and death

Delays in response time might also include higher
fire insurance premiums if fire equipment is delayed
reaching the fire beyond what is considered a normal
response time.

Paramedics point out that ambulances are also
slowed down by speed humps making it uncomfortable
for patients with major trauma who get bounced around
and for the un-tethered paramedics trying to treat them.

It's obvious more stop signs, lower speed limits and
speed humps are being used as political candy to sat-
isfy local residents who complain about speeding and
aggressive driving on their streets.

None of these traffic calming devices gets after the
real problem and that is speeding and aggressive driv-
ing and that is the responsibility of the police and they
are conspicuous by their absence on residential streets.

On several occasions council had directed staff to
contact the police and request increased surveillance
on this street or that but it doesn't seem to make any
difference as citizens continue to complain.

Aurora established the Roadwatch program in an
attempt to report speeding and aggressive driving on
residential streets but its success or failure is unknown
as reports very seldom come to council.

It would be interesting if York Regional Police sub-
mitted a monthly report of the number of speeding
offenders caught on residential streets in Aurora and if
the Traffic Safety Advisory Board did the same for the
Roadwatch program.

At least council and citizens would know that some-
thing was done.

Before approving any more traffic calming measures
in Aurora, members of council should make a presenta-
tion to the York Region Police Services Board about the
lack of traffic law enforcement in the municipality and
find out what happened to the Community Policing pro-
gram that was supposed to make our streets and com-
munities safe and make a report to citizens in public
session.

It is also suggested that council convene a well-
advertised public meeting with representatives of
police, fire and ambulance services in attendance to
discuss traffic calming devices and their impact on
emergency services.

The meeting should also provide an opportunity for
motorists to relate their experiences about finding alter-
native routes to avoid the speed humps and from citi-
zens who want to bargain lifesaving seconds against
speeding cars.

There's no doubt that speeding and aggressive driv-
ing must be controlled, but that is the responsibility of
the police, and council members should find out why
they are not carrying out their responsibilities.

At one time Aurora Council hired off-duty police offi-
cers to control speeding in high-risk residential areas
and it was quite successful until it was stopped by
police officials claiming law enforcement was the
responsibility of officers on regular duty.

Another possibility is to have town bylaw enforce-
ment officers sworn in as special constables with a
mandate to enforce traffic regulations in the municipali-
ty, but if I remember correctly police officials opposed
this move.

It's time to get to the root of the problem and that's
law enforcement!
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Aurora seniors need stuff you don’t 
To the editor,

The Aurora Seniors Annual
Bazaar and Craft Sale will be
held next Saturday, May 6th,
starting at 9 a.m. and running
until 2 p.m. at the seniors’ build-
ing, 5 Municipal Drive, across
from the Town Hall.

The seniors are in need of
your unused, unwanted, spare,

surplus, not required merchan-
dise, articles, and items for their
bazaar.

Crafts of all kinds are wel-
come.

Your unwanted jewelry and
toys in good order of all descrip-
tions are welcome.

Books, ornaments, knick-
knacks, trinkets, knitted goods,
games, golf clubs and tools,

can find a loving owner.
Please look around your

home at what is unused, unex-
ploited, gathering dust, taking
up your space.

What is clutter to you is a
treasure to somebody else, so
please let us offer it at our
bazaar and let somebody put it
to good use.

Please drop off non-perish-

able items each day until May
5th, between 9 a.m.and 3 p.m.

Of major importance, and
always our most popular table
is the baked goods table.

If you have any baking
skills, please bake a cake for
the seniors, or a pie or muffins
or tarts, or do whatever you
choose to turn your culinary
skill to good effect.

You will delight us totally
and we will be proud of you big
time.

Baked goods can be
dropped off at the centre Friday
afternoon, May 5, and
Saturday until noon. Nothing
will be wasted.

Brian Warburton
Aurora

Law enforcement
is the only answer

Today, it serves as the home for Bacon Basketware, but originally, this was the factory that gave Aurora
its rightful place in the industry of the nation. The Fleury Works, by the turn of the 20th 
century, was by far Aurora’s largest employer, employing about 200 people, and manufacturing the
famous Fleury Plow along with a host of other agricultural implements which were shipped through-
out Canada.The business was started by Joseph Fleury, a blacksmith, in 1859. He died in 1880 and left
the business to his sons. Several buildings made up the Fleury factory, and a highlight was a huge 
smokestack that was demolished a few years ago. The above photograph appears on a postcard, part
of the collection of postcards owned by Aurora resident Bob McRoberts.

Numbers can’t compare 
to World War casualties
To the editor,

As a partially disabled veter-
an from World War II, I’m bog-
gled by the pseudo-war in Iraq.

After three years of conflict
still going on, the last number of
dead servicemen of the - let’s
call them allies - stands at
approximately 2,500 souls.

Still a crying shame.
However, comparing this

with our two major wars, the
comparison isn’t there.

In WWI, lasting from 1914
to 1918, Canadian deaths
totalled 68,300.

In two battles, for example,
one in 1916, 24,713 were
killed.

Then, in 1917, at
Passchendaele, we had
15,000 dead and wounded.

And, finally, when the Kaiser
Willhelm capitulated, that war
was finally over. A very 
dirty war. Trenches like open

sewers.
In WWII, after the allies

invaded Normandy, June 6,
1944, the war lasted until VE
Day, May 8, 1945.

Total deaths from all
aspects of that campaign
totalled 42,042, including an
additional 4,500 serving with
other armies and eventually
Adolf Hitler committed suicide
with Eva Braun, his mistress, in
the Berlin bunker.

And now, in Iraq, it has
become a civil war with four
combatants: the Shiites, the
Sunnis, the Kurds, and, of all
things, the allied troops which
President George Bush will not
acknowledge.

You may recall that
President Bush’s reason to
invade Iraq was a lie about
instruments being made by
Saddam Hussein for mass
destruction. Never found.

Lately, we hear stories of at

least two trailers moving about
the country manufacturing
lethal chemicals, such as
Anthrax.

These were found and
inspected by a U.S. group and
their report stated that no such
thing ever occurred there.
Another lie from the White
House.

When Hussein was found
and dragged out of his rabbit
warren, the war should have
ended there, as with the Kaiser
and Hitler in WWI and WWII,
but the little man still wants to
rule the world with his democ-
racy ventures.

Now we have Iran and
maybe another war with more
casualties.

But nothing will ever com-
pare, I hope, to those in the two
World Wars.

Archie Milne
Aurora

Roadside landscaping
costs a fortune: reader
To the editor,

This letter is to the taxpayers
of Aurora and other towns and
cities of Ontario.

The tax monies which we
have to pay to groups acting on
our behalf to landscape our
neighbourhoods and public
properties is appalling.

New subdivisions, plazas,
parklands and public streets
never mature to the artist’s con-
ception of what they should
evolve into because of the total
incompetence of the landscape
and construction industry.

Trees are the beautifier of
these areas.

Millions of dollars of our taxes
are squandered away because

of stupidity.
Trees being planted improp-

erly, poor locales, planted direct-
ly under hydro wires, wired so
tightly that within a year or so
they are nothing but thousands
of dollars worth of stricks in the
ground.

The same companies are
then recruited to do the same act
over again at our expense.

A tree doctor, when asked
about the situation, related to me
that he has not wired trees in 10
years and they used to wire
trees so they would not blow
over.

“I would not want to be in that
wind storm,” he said.

When you’re out on a
Saturday or travelling to work,

just look around and be a wit-
ness to why our taxes are as
high as they are.

The last major power failure
was caused by branches and
hydro lines.

Trees have been planted
under major hydro lines on St.
John’s Sideroad by the
McKenzie Marsh which will, if
allowed to grow to maturity, be
higher than the poles the hydro
lines are on.

The saplings are already
touching the wires.

To make a mistake is accept-
able, to make the same mistake
over and over again is folly.

K.G. Munro
Aurora
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Recently, Aurora Council deliberated the 2006
budget for Town Services. We did so with the added
value of departmental business plans, documents
prepared by each department on the base services
and priorities of each department.

Ideally, department business plans should fall out
of a Town-wide Strategic plan which identifies in
broad strokes the vision and priorities, usually six to
eight value statements of our Town followed by objec-
tives.

Business Plans are used as management tools to
assist members of Council and Senior Management
in looking forward to determining trends and needs of
the municipality.

Business plans are constantly under review and
need to be flexible enough to respond to ever-chang-
ing circumstances.

Trends are found in the review of the development
and approval process, legislated requirements set
out from the Provincial level and the requirements to
continue to provide a satisfactory level of services to
deal with the Town's forecasted growth during the
period.

For the purposes of our budgeting, business plans
will be prepared from the directions and priorities
identified in the update of the Town's Strategic Plan.

Plans will be developed for the following areas:
Chief Administrative Officer, Building Department,
Economic Development, Legal Services, Corporate
Services, Financial Services, Leisure Services,
Public Works, Planning, and the Aurora Public
Library.

As an example, using the Chief Administrator's
Office Business Plan draft, information is provided
about the office responsibilities - that its mission is to
provide effective and efficient administrative service
to council, staff and the public.

It also states the statutory responsibility under the
Municipal Act of the C.A.O. which include exercising
general control and management of the affairs of the
municipality for the purpose of ensuring the efficient
and effective operation of the Municipality and per-
forming other duties as are assigned by the munici-
pality.

The Office is described as having three divisions,
Administration, Economic Development and Legal.

For Corporate Administration, goals are set to pro-
vide efficient and effective administration for the cor-
poration as a whole.

Numerous action steps are then identified which
include completing the strategic planning process
and implementing long-term business plans for all
departments, to improve the flow of financial infor-
mation through the implementation of our new finan-
cial system.

Accomplishments are also outlined from the previ-
ous year to put the future into some perspective.

And key performance indicators are identified.
Examples include: completion of Strategic Plan

update - May 2006; response to inquiries of members
of council within one business day; and keeping the
number of complaints down to fewer than 10 per
month.

Each service will be broken down to reflect the
same information with its own set of accomplish-
ments and key performance indicators.

For a better look at the draft plans, go to 
the Town of Aurora website at www.town.
aurora.on.ca/notice/2ndDraft2006BusinessPlans/2nd
Draft2006BusinessPlansContents.html

The Region of York has been operating under a
similar format for a number of years.

As Chairman of the Region's Finance and
Administration Committee for the majority of the past
two terms, I find this system a very efficient and easy
to understand approach to annual budgeting and I
have been advocating this approach in our Town.

Residents, staff and council will have a better
understanding of our budgeting, costs and revenues
as well as performance through this improved
process.

For information on the Region's budget 
on the web, you can go to: www.region.
york.on.ca/Regional+Government/Budgets/default+b
udget.htm

* * * *
If you see something in this column that you

wish to respond to, I welcome your comments,
either through the paper, to the Town Hall by mail
- Box 1000, Aurora, Ontario, L4G 6J1 or e-mail at
tjones@e-aurora.ca

Mayor’s Report
By Tim Jones 

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

Cathy’s 
Corner

It isn't safe to vote the party anymore.
According to my Aunt Ruth, i t  never was.

"Always vote the man", she said.
I know it sounds a little strange - especially for a 

feminist. She never married and always had a 
rebell ious opinion complete with the guts to 
express it.

She respected men, but if a man underestimated
her intel lect, he'd be wearing her hot pink
scarf…wrapped around his tongue and tied in a
bow.

"Always vote the man" was her mantra because
a few decades ago, only men were running.

I grew up with it. In other words, my Aunt Ruth
scarred me for life.

In university, I wrote a paper arguing that minor-
ity government is the best form of government
because everybody's vote counts.

Later, I wrote another one promoting the ousting
of incumbents when they
stop looking l ike their
campaign literature.

"You are getting bold-
er," my professor wrote
on my paper. I took that
as a compliment and
bought myself a hot pink
scarf.

I wear it to scrutinize the candidates and review
the issues.

I don't vote for women just because they are
women, and I don't vote the party just because it
appealed to my father. I vote on the basis of who
cares about what I care about most.

So it matters to me who will be running in the
Liberal leadership race. They might get elected!

I'm glad to see Martha Hall Findlay has thrown in
her hot pink scarf. People say she got "parachut-
ed" into Newmarket-Aurora like it's a bad thing.

But a candidate who can come out of nowhere,
embrace the community and make her mark
deserves more credit.

I don't care how she got here. I am impressed
with Martha's character and the grace with which
she handled getting steam rolled by a political
machine that equates leadership with name recog-
nition.

The media, however, isn't interested in people of 
substance. The papers are sizzling with the news
that Bob Rae has thrown in his dunce cap.

Yes, the former NDP Premier who led Ontario to
the panache of record government deficits has
searched his soul and found a Liberal lurking in the
shadows.

Some say it is unfor tunate that he reigned dur-
ing the worst recession since the Great
Depression. Had times been better, he might have
done better.

But isn't the mark of a GREAT leader the ability
to lead when everything ISN'T peachy?  

Back then, the confused and desperate NDP had
its own definition of a leader: an ar ticulate sort who
could look good on television and convince people
to switch brands.

Fabulous skill set…for a beer commercial.
Today, the only things left to tell that Ontario was

once led by a Rhodes Scholar are: gambling casi-
nos, the 407 ETR, and the quote: "Socialism is
love”.

Pass me a beer, will you?
Without one, i t 's hard to wash down how

"Socialism is love" translates into building a high-
way few can afford. Unless you consider legalizing
casinos so that the poor can hope to some day
drive on it a socially loving thing to do?  

Forget the beer. That calls for champagne!  
Today, Bob Rae has long abandoned the NDP 

principles for which he once proclaimed a fire in
the belly. Some say he was a Liberal all along, and

judging by his spending
habits, they could be
right.

But leadership isn't
about who can look best
o n
television telling the sin-
cerest lies.

Brian Mulroney's landslide victory makes him the
master of convincing people to switch brands, but the
devastation that he left in his wake - both to our
country and the Conservative party says: a leader he
was NOT!

When the likes of Mulroney and Rae have dreams,
we have nightmares. That's hardly the kind of vision
Canadians deserve.

Leadership is about commitment and principles.
It's the stuff that legacies are made of.

Most people have never heard of Ruth Andonoff,
but she didn't have to be a household name to be a
leader in her lifetime.

What makes her great is the legacy she left behind
- one that continues to enrich many lives many
decades after her passing.

She lost her battle with breast cancer in 1980, but
not even cancer could defeat the spirit with which
s h e
promoted equality for women and encouraged 
independent thought.

Cancer took her life, but it will never take away the 
legacy of a woman who lived purposefully, loved rich-
ly, and laughed louder, longer and more often than
anyone I have ever known in my life. Her pink scarf
lives on.

"Always vote the man", she said. And given the 
popularity of brand switching these days, her advice
makes a lot of sense.

In fact, it always has.

Cathy Vrancic welcomes e-mail at:
laughingmatters@aci.on.ca

The pink scarf

Chicken or the egg?

She respected men, but if a man 
underestimated her intellect, he'd be wearing
her hot pink scarf…wrapped around his tongue
and tied in a bow.



BOUQUETS to Councillor Nigel Kean and his volunteers
for organizing the Aurora Farmers’ Market which
opens for its fourth year May 27 in the
Temperance Street parking lot, just south of

Wellington Street West. It opens every Saturday from 8 a.m.
to noon until the Thanksgiving weekend.

BOUQUETS to Councillor Ron Wallace for volunteering
to represent council on the Special Events
Committee, which was endorsed by council. He
was chairman but took a rest and Councillor

Wendy Gaertner took over but asked that she be allowed to
step down and suggested Wallace assume his rightful
place.

BRICKBATS to duct cleaning company telemarketers for
making telephone sales calls on Good Friday.
It's bad enough at any time but on a holiday

when almost all businesses are closed, it's ridiculous. When
is the federal government or the CRTC going to take action
to stop these annoying pests?

BOUQUETS to Magna International for continuing its
agreement with the town for the use of its
Wellington Street East property for the 2006 sea-
son of the Aurora Youth Soccer Club. The agree-

ment has been in place for several years.

BRICKBATS to some residents and the management of
a north Aurora apartment building for objecting
to a bird feeding station that one of the handi-

capped residents had placed outside her window so she
could watch the birds. She has had it for 10 years but man-
agement made her remove it due to complaints of Canada
Geese making too much noise.

BOUQUETS to Newmarket Council in establishing a
Task Force to study the reasons why the voter
turnout in recent Newmarket municipal elections
remained around the 31 per cent mark and issuing

a challenge to other municipalities to do the same.The aver-
age municipal voter turnout in York Region was 34.8 per
cent. Municipalities should accept the challenge.

BRICKBATS to Foreign Affairs Minister Peter MacKay
for gushing like a teenager when he met his
American counterpart U.S. Secretary of State,

Condoleezza Rice. In spite of his boyish enthusiasm, he
was not able to make any headway in pushing Canada's
interests in several cross-border issues, especially border
crossings and softwood lumber, as he blamed the former
Liberal government for the situation.

BOUQUETS to Kaitlyn Lenchak, the 2006 Provincial
Seal Ambassador, for her excellent presentation
about the work of the Easter Seal Society at a
recent Aurora Council meeting. She also promoted

the Joe Persechini Easter Seal Run-A-Thon on May 28th.
She's a worthy Ambassador and she's from Aurora.

BRICKBATS to Prime Minister Stephen Harper for using
Canadian troops and their mission in
Afghanistan as a political tool, especially since

national defence was not included as one of the top priori-
ties of his government, but they provide excellent photo ops.

BOUQUETS to Aurora High School student Caitlyn
Urquhart in winning the Earth Rangers
Sustainable Future Day at Kortright Centre for
Conservation recently. She won first prize in the

York Region District School Board category for her concept
of making a horse stable more environmentally sustainable.

BRICKBATS to the vandals who are setting fires in
garbage bins, slashing tires and other acts of
vandalism in Aurora, as 17 vehicles had tires

slashed in a one-week period and Central York Fire
Services responded to nine garbage bin fires. Police need
the help of the public in reporting any suspicious activity.
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ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationali-
ties
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.
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we know you want
real service from real people.

statefarm.ca • State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
Canadian Head Office: Scarborough, Ontario

That’s State Farm®. Don’t trust just anyone
to insure your car, see me.

Peter Virtanen, CLU
220 Industrial Parkway South
Aurora, ON L4G 3V6
905.727.8400

P02032CN 04/02

For all your Auto, Home and Life insurance needs see State Farm Agent. 

PETER VIRTANEN, CLU
220 Industrial Pkwy S. Unit 37 
(Across from Aurora Hydro) 

905-727-8400

That’s State Farm® Don’t trust just anyone to 
insure your car, see me.

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

24 Allaura Blvd., Units 2 & 3, Aurora, Ont. L4G 3S5

“Quality creates its own demand”
Your Japanese import specialist serving Aurora

for the past ten years. 
We also work on all domestic models and 

Ph: (905) 726-1733 
Fax: (905) 726-1985

BUSINESS HOURS
MONDAY    8:30 AM - 5:30 PM
TUESDAY 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM
WEDNESDAY 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM
THURSDAY  8:30 AM - 8:00 PM
FRIDAY 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM

FIRE
HALL

Y
O

N
G

E
S

T. EDWARD ST.

EVERY FIFTH 
OIL CHANGE IS FREE!

ALLAURA BLVD.

N

McDonald’s
Plaza

Open late Thursday 
for your convenience

AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE AVAILABLE

Old fogies must stop whining
To the editor,

I am so fed up with the old
fogies of this town whining
about change and how they
are going to “lose their small
town”.

Wake up. It is not a small
town anymore.

When I moved here 12
years ago, there was a popu-
lation of 33,000 plus. Now
there are more than 48,000. In
a couple of years there will be
more.

Get used to it.
The only constant in this

world (beyond death and
taxes) is that things will always
change, and the older genera-
tion will always resist it.

Initially, all human beings
desire a pattern or an environ-
ment where they can be com-
fortable.

But being comfortable only
lasts so long as it can lead to

complacency and apathy,
allowing for problems to devel-
op and resulting ultimately in
causing a change that would
have to occur anyways in
order to restore the balance.

As far as the ward system
is concerned, I take the posi-
tion that an ounce of precau-
tion is worth a pound of cure.

By no means do I suggest
we rush into things without
due consideration, but why sit
around on our collective
rumps until we are in a situa-
tion we can’t handle and strug-
gle to catch up to a problem
that has been growing under
our very noses, all the while
pointing fingers to figure out
who was to blame?

The world does not wait for
those who sit and watch.

Adopting a ward system
now may avert complications
and improve communication
between the town and its con-

stituents as we continue to
grow and develop.

In this case the needs of
the many outweigh the needs
of the few and the town had
best be ready to address this.

By rejecting the ward sys-
tem question, they are in effect
turning deaf or even defiant
ears to the greater population
of Aurora.

In regards to the current
system beng more democrat-
ic, I am not so sure of that.

In the time I’ve been here, I
have noticed that the people
who run for the council are the
same (with a couple excep-
tions) every term.

And the conduct of the
council is the same, too (just
look at all the articles in The
Auroran).

There is no real sense of
responsibility among these
guys.Who do you go to? Who
is accountable for which things
are areas? Who besides the
older generation of Aurora
really knows these people?

The current panel of coun-
cillors consists of several char-
acters including a woman who
hits people with newspapers
and a guy who used to be
mayor 15 to 20 years ago.

You don’t see former Prime
Ministers with seats in parlia-
ment, do you?

Wouldn’t that count as
cronyism in some form? And
what does he argue about? A
street named after him.

It is no surprise that council
opposes the ward system,
because they are the same
old fogies that like the quiet,

comfortable Aurora of days
past.

(I have recently heard
another resident refer to the
town council as “King Jones
and his Council” - no disre-
spect to Mr. Jones).

The comedian George
Carlin once told a joke about
how people should not be
allowed to drive cars in the
modern age if they could
remember a time when there
were no cars.

Maybe people shouldn’t be
on the council if they can
remember a time when Aurora
really was a small town.

Point being, we need some
fresh blood in there.

But we are not likely to
attract or inspire many new
people unless something dra-
matically changes and this
town becomes willing to con-
sider new ideas.

N.W.
AuroraHome Show

huge success
To the editor

WOW! It was quite the
show! The arenas were
transformed, the rain driz-
zled and the people came.

The highly successful
20th Aurora Home Show,
sponsored by the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce, is
now over, and we would
like to express our thanks
to all of our exhibitors, old
and new, for a fabulous
show.

The event was full of
colour, excitement and
activity and we appreciate
your support.

Sincere thanks to the
many volunteers, too
numerous to mention (but
you know who you are) who
assisted in a variety of
ways to make this show
one of the best ever.

Without your help, many
of the displays, fantasy

rooms, fantasy gardens
and activities would not
have been feasible.

We are grateful to Van-
Rob Inc. for sponsoring the
Money Machine, which was
very popular with the atten-
dees, as many had remem-
bered it being at the Home
Show in prior years.

Very special thanks to
The Auroran for all of the
coverage before and after
the show. It was great and
we do appreciate your sup-
port of our events.

It was indeed a "celebra-
tion " of the past 20 years
and we look forward to hav-
ing you back for our 21st
Show, which will take place
on April 20th, 21st & 22nd,
2007.

Sharon Culver
1st Vice-President
and Chairperson
of the Home Show

Stocks on all 
Leading Exchanges

Mutual Funds
Government and Corporate

Bonds

Retirement & 
Investment Planning

Stephen Forsey CIM, FCSI, Investment Representative
JONES, GABLE & COMPANY LIMITED (Member CIPF)

905-726-9343

Best wishes
Open letter to Maurizio
Bevilacqua, MP.

Have received word that
you are now in the Liberal
leadership race.

You say, “The time for
licking the wounds of Jan.
23 is over. The time for
renewal is now.”

G r e a t  n e w s ,  b e s t
wishes.

Peggy & John Trusler
Richmond Hill
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Water Softening, Purification, 
Filtration & Sterilization Units

Tel: (905) 727-6401 8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca            Aurora, Ontario 

Nigel Kean 
for 

Mayor
905-751-0790

Ease joint pain and inflammation plus 
protect and rebuild cartilage with just 

The Most Advanced, Absorbable &
Effective LIQUID Joint Care Formula

One Easy 15 ml Tablespoon A Day!

TMSALE
PRICE

23.99$
reg. 28.99$

Ask for your FREE Arthritis Treatment Book in-store

“After 23 years of playing professional
hockey I’ve found that the joint pain from
thousands of body checks is no match for
one spoonful of my Nutri-Flex!  This great

tasting liquid formula helps me get back 
in the game of living life without pain.” 

Bobby Hull - The Golden Jet

ARTHRITIS JOINT PAIN?
Do you suffer from 

or

TM

for effective arthritis 
and joint pain relief!

uses

*Sale ends May 31, 2006

205 Marycroft Ave. @ Hwy. 7 • Woodbridge, ON • 905-

14845 Yonge St., Aurora, ON  905-726-3000 • www.goodhealthmart.com
Aurora’s #1 Health Store & Natural Health Clinic

• Naturopathic & Homeopathic Doctors
• Bio-Energy Testing
• Nutritional Consulting 
SUE AZIZIYAN, N.D.  DEEDE PRESTON, H.D.
Call or drop in for an appointment

Natural 
Health Clinics

Laser and
Advanced 

Skin Care Clinic
905-727-6463

15018 Yonge St. Aurora 
(Corner of Yonge & Kennedy)

• Permanent Hair Removal  
Laser: Yag, Alex, Ipl 

• Vein Therapy - Laser

• Vascu lyse - Skin Tags, Ruby Point

• Laser Rejuvenation - Capillaries Pigment

by Kim Dicianna C.E.E.–C.L.S.

• Physician’s Choice Peel - Detox

• Herbal Green Peel - Skin Texture
• Cosmelan - Dipigmentation 

melasma - dark blemishes

by Lorette Pezzetti C.E.E.L.,

C.I.D.E.S.C.O. -  Med Skin Therapist

• Botox - dermal fillers by Dr. Matta M.D.

Cosmetic Medicine 

• Full Esthetics 
by Anne Gabriele C.E.

• Make Up Artistry - Bridal, Glamour, Special 

Effects by Laura Clerici 

CLINIC DIRECTORS

Kim Dicianna - Anne Gabriele

I want to stay in Aurora...is there room, he wonders
To the editor,

For a number of reasons,
I've recently been thinking
about senior citizens who
live in Aurora and specifical-
ly about appropriate housing
for seniors. I know we have
a number of good accommo-
dations for seniors, but do
we have enough?

As a life-long resident of
Aurora, I think I'd like to stay
in town a little longer, maybe
forever. (My family does
have a plot at the south end
of town.)

When I decide to move
from my house to some

other arrangement, what are
my choices?

Will there be any choices
when that time comes?

Will I be able to walk to do
my basic shopping and
banking?

Will I be near the new
Seniors’ Centre?

Will I be near the town
transit system?

Will I still be driving?
Will there be enough doc-

tors in town?
A million other questions

are popping to mind.
I made a few phone calls

and talked to a few people.
I've learned there are

quite a variety of names for
the different types of resi-
dences - assisted living (or
supportive housing), nursing
home (or long term care
facility), and retirement
home.

I have a friend whose dad
is on a wait list for a nursing
home in Aurora that is pre-
dicted to take 18 to 24
months.

Her family is under quite
a strain.

I understand that current
wait times for seniors hous-
ing in Aurora are anywhere
from 11⁄2 to five years.

According to DPRA

Canada, the consulting firm
in charge of the Strategic
Plan Update for Aurora, a
sizeable component of
Aurora's population is rapidly
approaching retirement age
and a major issue facing our
town is affordability of hous-
ing and quality of life.

Even with the excellent
seniors’ housing facilities
that Aurora already has,
there is a need for more,
affordable, and up-to-date
housing for the senior citi-
zens of our town.

I encourage Town
Council to seriously consider
this growing need if such a

proposal were to come
before it.

I do hope that I will have
a choice to stay in Aurora as

long as I want to.

Bob McRoberts
Aurora

Quality care not available to all, reader says
To the editor,

Standards of care not met
which are repeatedly detailed
in nursing home compliance
inspection reports, combined
with the findings of a Toronto
newspaper last year which
reported more than 6,100
calls were made to the

Ministry's 'hot line,' substanti-
ates why families' complaints
about the substandard care
of their institutionalized elder-
ly relatives are justified.

While the compromised
care of long-term residents
continues to be at issue, busi-
ness news articles show prof-
its made in the nursing home

sector.
Recent news reports

show that more than $2.8 bil-
lion has been invested into
the long-term facility sector
for 2006/2007, yet over the
past few weeks petitions from
nursing homes have been
presented to MPPs calling for
additional funding.

The 2002 Annual Report
of the Provincial Auditor of
Ontario provided an in-depth
investigation of issues con-
cerning long-term care facili-
ties which included serious
concerns around resident
care and lack of financial
accountability for funding.

According to the auditor's
report, "long-term-care facili-
ties received approximately
$1.6 billion in funding" for the
fiscal year 2001/02 and
"approximately $793 million
in accommodation charges
from residents." 

For the 2003/04 fiscal
year, "long-term care facilities
received approximately $2.1
billion in funding from the
Ministry and approximately
$985 million in accommoda-
tion payments from resi-
dents."  

The report concluded,
"the Ministry's procedures for
providing adequate account-
ability to the public" were
impaired because "financial
information submitted by
facilities was not sufficient to
allow the Ministry to deter-
mine whether funds had
been used in accordance
with the Ministry's expecta-
tions."

Clearly, quality care is not
available to all residents in
provincial long-term facilities,
and the lack of accountability
for funding as the auditor's
review  indicated, empha-
sizes the need for the public
to be concerned about how
the funds are spent.

Residents and their fami-
lies should at least question
the demands for increased
funding based on the audi-
tor's findings, and the public
should expect the govern-
ment to provide easily acces-
sible annual transparent
accounting for all funding
intended for resident care.

Ellen Watson 
Aurora

Unlikely residents
would jump at this

To the editor,

It seems as if Councillor
Evelyn Buck is in high dudg-
eon that a historian like me
would dare to challenge her
understanding and opinions
regarding town planning
matters.

She is disappointed that
there was not more "gravi-
tas" in my "rambling disser-
tation" in which she found I
was "slagging" my oppo-
nents.

Curious.
She then pens a letter,

condescending in tone and
rife with sarcasm, which
accuses Aurora's
Community Planner of lying-
-or at least presenting "a bla-
tant denial of the facts"--at a
public meeting where the
redevelopment of 34
Catherine Avenue was dis-
cussed in context with the
proposed Heritage
Conservation District.

To conclude her letter,

she refers to "the other little
matter" of possible tax relief,
grants, and loans to owners
of designated properties as if
this were part of the Heritage
Conservation District plan.

It is not.
Should Aurora eventually

choose to follow the lead of
neighbouring towns such as
Newmarket and Markham
and offer modest incentives,
partly supported from
provincial coffers, the town
could do so only in exchange
for easements registered on
the titles of these properties
in order to safeguard its
investment.

That is the law as spelled
out in revisions to the
Ontario Municipal Act in
2001.

Does it seem likely that
large numbers of homeown-
ers would flock to take
advantage of this?

John McIntyre
Aurora
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This month’s restaurant guide featuring...

HHOOUURRSS  
Mon -Thurs. 11am - 8pm 

Fri......11am - 9pm 
Sat.....11am - 8pm     
Sun.....Closed

Seniors’ Day 
every 

Monday & Tuesday 

Halibut & Chips 
with Tea or Coffee

$6.95
(Not valid with coupon) 

Seniors’ Day

$6.95
126 Wellington St. W. Aurora 

15%off
905-727-9996

with this
coupon

Eat-in or Take Out

*Reservations required* 

The Grand Table Catering Company 
155 Vandorf Sideroad, Aurora 

Tel: 905-841-0695 www.grandtablecatering.ca

Mother’s Day 
Brunch

May 14, 2006
From 10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

**  TTHHEE  PPUUBBLLIICC  IISS  WWEELLCCOOMMEE
Breakfast Items 
Breakfast Pastries, Bread Rolls, Eggs Benedict, 
Bacon, Sausage, Home Style Potatoes, Home Made Baked Beans

Cold Table
Smoked Salmon, Jumbo Shrimp, Marinated Mussels, Assorted Salads, 
Assorted Cold Cuts, Vegetables and Dip, Assorted Pickles, Devilled Eggs
Cold Lobster Salad, Fresh Oysters on Half Shell 

Entrée 
Carved Baked Honey Glazed Ham, Beef Stroganoff, Grilled Chicken 
with Curry Sauce, Grilled Snapper with Creole Sauce, Basmati Rice, 
Fresh Vegetables Medley 

Sweet Table 
Assorted Cakes and Pastries & Pudding, Fresh Fruit, 
Assorted Cheese Platter with Bread & Cracker, Chocolate Truffle 

Juice, Coffee and Regular Tea 

$32.95 Per Person plus applicable taxes 
Children 12 Years of age and under will be charged Half Price 

Mother’s Day 
Brunch

We are opening 
a new ballroom 

seating capacity 
for 300 

Library Seating 
30-45

Terrace & Patio
Now Open

ON THE PATIO
Home of “THE TEAMS”

Register for our team specials 

YOUR HEADQUARTERS 
for

World Cup Soccer 2006 
14987 Yonge St. 
Aurora, Ont. L4G 1M5

Jersey’s would like to remind you, please, 

DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE905-727-4181

841-PURE7777 8888 7777 3333

Giving you the pure taste of Northern Italy

“Where the flavour begins”

15420 Ba15420 Bayvieyview Aw Avvenenueue, A, Aurorurora, ON L4G 7J1 a, ON L4G 7J1 
North of Wellington in the Sobey’s/Zellers Plaza

GREAT 
FOOD

GREAT 
WINE

GREAT 
FOOD 

GREAT 
WINE

• Gourmet Pizza • Homemade Pastas • Oven Specialties 
•Great Appetizers • Great Everyday Specials • Up to 20% off catering

ACROSS FROM THE CINEPLEX ODEON THEATRE

Mother’s Day
BOOK NOW

FOR

CCOOMMPPLLIIMMEENNTTAARRYY  DDEESSSSEERRTT  FFOORR  AALLLL  MMOOMMSS

Mother’s Day 
Sunday May 14, 2006

Two Great Times, One Great Buffet
11:00am-2:00pm & 5:00pm-8:00pm

A great treat for mom!
$25.95 Adults/$19.95 Seniors • $15.95 Children 5-12 years

Children 4 and under with our compliments

LobsterFeast Buffet
Saturday, May 27, 2006

Complimentary Wine Tasting & Hors D'oeuvres & Live music to dance to included
$49.95 per person

Prime Rib Buffets
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays–May 26, 28 & continued into June

Family Price $55.00 (2 adults &2 children) •  $19.95 Adults • $16.95 Seniors
$15.95 Children 5-12 years • Children 4 and under with our compliments

Dinner Theatre * Sunday Brunch * Private Function Rooms
Call for full menu details and to make your reservations

905-727-1312
www.hojoaurora.com

15520 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P2

A gift for
every 

MOM!

APPETIZERS

Herb Crust Warm Goat Cheese with Pecan, Baby Greens, Citrus Vinaigrette  7.00
Heart of Romaine, Crispy Pancetta, Wafer Crouton, Reggiano parmesan, 

Light Caesar Dressing 7.00
With grilled Chicken Breast      Add  4.00 

PASTA & RISOTTO
Homemade Gnocchi, Roasted Sweet Peppers, Basil Smoked Cheese   14.00 

Linguini with Shrimp, Scallops, Mussels, Squid, Salsa Fresca 
and Extra Virgin Olive Oil  18.00 

SEA COURSE
Salmon Filo, Baked Filet in Light Pastry, Leek & Saffron Cream Sauce  19.00 

Pan Seared Ancho Chili Crusted Jumbo Sea Scallop, Risoto and Chipotle 
(smoked jalapeno) Mango Mojo  19.00 

GRILLED COURSE
Pan Roasted Chicken Breast Supreme, Mushrooms Ragout, Brown Rice Pilaf   16.00 

Veal T-Bone, Grilled Vegetables, Balsamic Veal Juice    24.00 
Steak & Shrimp, 8 oz New York Striploin & Tiger Shrimp   26.00 

15150 Yonge St. Aurora (Across from the Library)

905-751-0778

Starting

May 14

OPEN 
SUNDAYS

5 p.m.

BOOK FOR 

Mother’s Day 
May 14
4 p.m. 

14845 Yonge St . •    905-841-1807

Tuesday
Jam Night - 7 p.m.

BRING YOUR
GUITAR AND VOICE

Wednesday
All you can eat 
Greek Buffet 
5:00 - 9:00  $10.95
- ALSO OPEN MENU

* Reservations Highly
Recommended

“Get your Greek on”
May 7 - 8:00 p.m.
$25 includes: 

Dinner and bus ride
to a hot new club

May 14
Mother’s Day

Brunch 

9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Special Menu 
For Evening Meal

Completely enclosed 
and ventilated 
smoking bar.

Completely enclosed 
and ventilated 
smoking bar.

905-727-5100 15474 Yonge St. Aurora 
awshucks.ca

Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 14  

11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Make Your Reservations NOW
MARTINI MADNESS Every Thursday 

FFRREESSHH  LLOOBBSSTTEERR  Served on Friday & Saturday
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT Thursday–Friday–Saturday 

Book Now For Mother’s Day - May 14 Brunch - 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Special Menu for Dinner 5 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Book Now For Mother’s Day - May 14 Brunch - 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Special Menu for Dinner 5 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

Mother’s Day
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Come Play in our Backyard

Couples
This deal is all in: $79 includes 1 round of golf for you and your spouse, and a power cart. Book your tee time after
3pm on the weekend. We’re just around the corner on Vandorf east of Leslie ...Welcome home to Westview.

Call for tee times 905-727-0446 www.westviewgolf.ca

WESTVIEW
Golf Club

Aurora

Wide Feet?
No Problem

SHOES
Est. 1970

(905) 727-939114800 Yonge Street, Aurora Shopping Centre

WHERE GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT!

Our 36th

year in
Aurora

WINTER BREAK CAMPJaguar Gymnastics

905 841 7598 6 Vata Court, Units 6 & 7 (off Edward) 2 blocks east of Yonge, AURORA

Parent and tot classes, recreational, special needs program,
pre-competitive, adult programs, and birthday parties

We are recommending our tumbling to accelerate cheerleading skills!
Private classes also available. Please contact Steve for further details.

AURORA’S 2004 BUSINESS OF THE YEAR
Register NOW

SPRING & SUMMER CLASSES
& SUMMER CAMP 

Swimmers finish fourth in Sudbury meet
The Aurora "Ducks" swim

team finished a respectable
fourth last weekend at

Division II Team
Championships held in
Sudbury.

With clubs from all over
Ontario attending, the meet
was filled with fierce 

competition.
The Ducks were able to

accumulate 407 points to take
fourth overall, behind the
Oakville/Barrie Dolphins (697
points), the Burlington
Devilrays (497 points) and the
Granite Gators (429 points).
Aurora finished ahead of
teams from Oshawa,
Crescent Town, Sudbury,
Dorado and Toronto.

Last year the Ducks man-
aged to win Division III Team
Championships which vaulted
them to Division II.

Next year the Ducks plan
to put together a strong team
which will strive to win Division
II's and advance to Division I,
where the most elite teams in
the province compete.

Swimming for the Ducks
were David Ahong, Joey

Bascin, Marina Biasutto,
Randal Bonham, Kevin Boots,
Alex Brown, Max Brown,
Dylan Cook, Katie Downer,
David Ellis, Julia Ewing, Sarah
Gillis, Guido Iannucci, Marika
Iannucci, Steven Kadas,
Michael Cormack, Samantha
Marshall, Drew Marshall,
Jaimee Mellor-Hill, Graham
Mitchell, Andree Payne, Alex
Rodrigues, Callum Ross,
Jamie Ross, Carling Seidl,
Jake Silverthorn, Kate Slater,
Matthew Smith, Julian
Staniewski, and Alessia
Valente.

Jake Silverthorn led the
way with three firsts, one sec-
ond and a fourth, while Jamie
Ross followed with two firsts
and one second place.

Marina Biasutto also had
two firsts and one second

placing. Randal Bonham had
a first and a third; Alex Brown
had two firsts and a third;
Guido Iannucci had two firsts
and Callum Ross had a sec-
ond and a third place finish.

Matthew Smith finished
the meet with a first and sec-
ond place finish while Alessia
Valente wrapped up a third
place finish for herself.

The Ducks compete in
Port Hope this weekend,
Buffalo at the end of May and
will enter the Age Group
Internationals, also at the end
of May.

The club looks forward to
welcoming new swimmers for
next year’s season, when they
will swim in the new, eight-
lane pool at the Aurora
Recreation Centre, Wellington
and Leslie.

Dance in the park
may find new park

Following a presentation
at the Leisure Services
Advisory Committee by
Special Events Coordinator
Shelley Ware regarding pro-
posed changes for the
Canada Day Celebrations on
July First, the committee rec-
ommended a similar presen-
tation be made to council.

Ms Ware suggested the
event be branded as
"Celebrate Aurora" and the
format be changed to make
the event an even greater
success, by making it more
of a Family Event.

She reviewed the 
current event layout, indicat-
ing that some gaps had been
identified such not address-
ing all age groups and
events ending at 4 p.m. and
beginning again at dusk 
forcing attendees to leave
and return later in the day for
fireworks and evening
events.

She also noted there was
a lack of “Aurora feel” among
the entertainers, vendors
and activities and suggested
there were many untapped
Aurora services that could
be utilized.

She proposed the Dance
in the Park on June 30th be
moved from the Town Park to
the Lambert Willson Park
adjacent to the Leisure
Complex.

It was also proposed that
a local service club assume
ownership of the Dance in
the Park Beer Garden in
order to reduce liability and
allow the Special Events
Sub-Committee to have
more of an overview of the
entire event.

In addition,  a midway
would be added to Canada
Day which would provide
more revenue for the town.

It was noted that mem-
bers of the Leisure Services
Advisory Committee had
concerns about the loss of

Skating results
The following skaters who represented the Aurora Skating Club
at the 2006 Scarborough Skate Invitational held recently were
successful:

Starskate Freeskate Events

Pre-Preliminary Ladies B – Event #4: Savannah Hendy (Group
1) - 2nd; Shannon Lacombe (Group 2) - 6th; Shauna O’Connor
(Group 3) - 5th; Samantha Duncan (Group 7) - 1st.
Preliminary Ladies B – Event #12: Hailey Riggs (Group 1) -
1st; Samantha Galati (Group 2) - 5th.
Preliminary Ladies B – Event #13: Katie Sutton (Group 3) - 5th.
Junior Bronze Ladies: Allie Sutton (Group 2) - 4th; Alysa
Nichols (Group 3) - 7th; Jordana Goldman (Group 6) - 4th.
Junior Silver Ladies: Fayme Cockshutt (Group 2) - 6th.
Senior Bronze Ladies: Julia Ranson (Group 1) - 2nd.

Competitive Events

Pre-Juvenile Men: Alex Woodward - 1st.
Pre-Juvenile Ladies: Sierra Chovanec - 7th.
Pre-Novice Ladies Short: Maya Goldman (Group 2) - 7th;
Emma Hayzelden (Group 3) - 4th.
Pre-Novice Ladies Freeskate: Maya Goldman (Group 4) - 6th.
Novice Ladies Short: Lauren Cooper (Group 1) - 2nd.
Novice Ladies Freeskate: Lauren Cooper (Group 3) - 5th.

revenue from the beer gar-
den if given to a service club
and the location change of
the dance from the Town
Park to the Lambert Willson
Park.

In response to a question
about timing, Director of
Leisure Services Allan
Downey said it was neces-
sary to advertise for the oper-
ation of the beer garden as
soon as possible.

Councillor Damir Vrancic
recommended that the
Dance in the Park be moved
as proposed and that staff be

authorized to issue the
Expression of Interest as
suggested.

Councillor Evelyn Buck
said many citizens would
have fond memories of the
dance in the Town Park, but
with the growth of the town,
she could see the necessity
to move to a larger park.

Council adopted the
Coordinator's recommenda-
tions and requested that the
Special Events Sub-
Committee schedule an early
meeting to discuss any
refinements.
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• For Grades 1 through 10
• Program Based on The
Ontario Curriculum
• Free Assessment

We Teach Math
For

Information 
905-841-3699

Months6

*OAC

Thomas McPherson & Associates Law Firm
T: 905-727-3151 • F: 905-841-4395

Thomas B. McPhersonJohn T. Kalm

Real Estate  
Wills &
Estates 

Business Law

Of Aurora

Don’t be late this year!  Design and order your deck now!

Home and Garden construction. 
Free estimates and design drawings.

Call Peter 905-836-6724

DECKS✦SHEDS✦FENCES✦ARBOURS

14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

Flowers
by Terry

• Spfx 
• Fashion 
• Theatre 
• Bridal Consultations 
• Special Occasions 
• Lessons

triballily@hotmail.com 

MAKEUP ARTIST

126 Wellington St. W. •   905-841-1633
New extended hours

(Corner of Haida Dr.) Enter via PHARMASAVE PHARMACY

Wellington Medical 

Walk-in Clinic 
• No Appointment Required 
• Travel, Wart and Acne Clinic
• Online appointment

Book at www.medhelp.ca

Dr. John Fitzsimons

Dr. W. Ateyah 
Now accepting 
new patients

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

PEIRCE McNEELY   ASSOCIATES

REAL ESTATE
CIVIL & FAMILY LITIGATION

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL LAW
Wills & Estates
(905) 727-8900

Offices in Toronto and York Region (Aurora)

Happy 120th birthday,
Church Street School

With permission from the author, the following
piece was taken from the pages The Attic, a
newsletter provided to the members of the Aurora
Historical Society.

By JACQUELINE STUART

The object of my affection: a tribute to the Church
Street School on her 120th bir thday.

The assistant curator of the York Region District
School Board’s Heritage Schoolhouse Museum &
Archives (one of our own directors, Sara Fayle) has
just finished setting up an exhibit about the history
of public education in York Region.

Local museum curators were asked to lend arti-
facts on which they are particularly fond for “The
Object of My Affection”.

The exhibits can be seen until June 26th at the
education centres in Aurora at 60 Wellington Street
West and Newmarket, at 300 Harry Walker Parkway
South, during office hours.

When it comes to education in Aurora, the object
of MY affection is Church Street School.

With Sara’s agreement, the comments which I
submitted to the exhibit (along with photographs of
the building and the old “Church Street School” sign)
have been slightly reworked for this bir thday tribute.

Church Street School opened as the Aurora
Public School in 1886.

Although officially closed as a school in 1952, it
served as an “overflow” school in the booming 1960s
and became the first home of the York County Board
of Education in 1969.

In 1981 the Aurora Historical Society took over
the top floor to accommodate the Aurora Museum,
and now the whole building is under renovation for
use as the Aurora Heritage Centre under the aus-
pices of the society.

The building has character. It has quirks. It
has...spirits?

No anonymous public building, this school has an
exotic belfry and metal balls decorating its roofline.

The grand interior staircase has been thudded up
and down by thousands of young feet.

Soaring windows flood each room with natural
light, a necessity in pre-electric 1886.

Even school-age visitors comment on the warmth
of the woodwork and the rich colours in the restored
areas.

With renovation, some of the school’s oddities

have disappeared.
The modest little back door and dank entryway

quite at odds with the impressive front entrance, for
example.

Gone is the alarming self-flushing toilet - faulty,
not technically advanced - and the great crashes
when the building shrugged off one of its original
metal ceiling tiles.

I’ve never seen a ghost in Church Street School,
but something of the spirit of the past lingers in the
shadows in the old cupboards, in the initials illicitly
carved into the walls and chimneys, and in every sign
of the skills of the masons, woodworkers, and metal-
workers of 120 years ago.

On those special occasions when the old bell is
rung, we know that the chimes can be heard to the
boundaries of that village and small town of the past.

For 66 years, every school-age child in Aurora
spent time in these rooms and halls.

Some became leaders in their fields - yes, we
claim Lester B. Pearson.

Most would not become household names, but
what they learned in this building would be one of the
foundation stones for the lives they did lead.

The previous school on this site had four class-
rooms and 400 students.

Fortunately, attendance was poor. Unfortunately,
attendance was poor.

By the 1880s, it was realized that education was
important for everyone.

Aurora erected a significant building to house one
of the the most significant activites in the life of a
communty: education.

Happy bir thday, Church Street School. A place for
education, still.
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MK General ContractingMK General Contracting
166 Old Bloomington Road166 Old Bloomington Road

Aurora Ontario L4G3G8Aurora Ontario L4G3G8
Direct: 416Direct: 416--417417--8838 8838 –– Fax: 905Fax: 905--773773--49104910

Aree youu stilll Aree youu stilll 
usingg outdatedd usingg outdatedd 

andd hazardss andd hazardss 
fusess inn yourr fusess inn yourr 

homehome
By Changing or Upgrading your 

Electrical Panel You Will
• Save Money on your Home 
Insurance
• Never need to replace Fuses
• Increase the Value of your Property

For all your Electrical Needs 
call for a FREE QUOTE

Call 416-727-7043

Aurora Ontario 
Direct: 416-727-7043  •  Fax: 905-773-4910

Over 25 Years of Quality Reliable Service

Made in Germany • Tradition since 1774

BOSTON

GIZEH

ARIZONA

#3  – Largest shoe selection anywhere.
In fact, we carry more sandals 
than you’ll see in any store!

#2  – We stock wide and extra wide
sizes as well as standard sizes.

#1 – FRIENDLY, knowledgeable 
sales people.

NOW IN STOCK
New arrivals of Papillio, Birkenstock’s Boutique collection.

Top 3 Reasons 
to come to Omars 

for your next 
shoe purchase...

SHOES
Est. 1970

(905) 727-939114800 Yonge Street, Aurora Shopping Centre

WHERE GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT!

Our 36th

year in
Aurora

St. Andrew’s dancers perform at recent African Concert Charity Fundraiser to adopt Kenyan village.

St. Andrew's College expects
to ‘Adopt A Village' in Kenya

Aurora’s St. Andrew's
College Outreach Committee
will contribute 100 per cent of its
charity fundraising efforts this
year toward building and fur-
nishing a school in Kenya.

What appeared to be an
unattainable goal set in
September is now close to
becoming reality through the
perseverance of the students.

They are now expecting to
exceed their initial goal of
$30,000 through ticket sales 
for an African Concert - 
Charity Fundraiser that was
held recently.

The committee typically
selects a handful of charities to
support over the academic year.

This year, they decided to
focus their energies on helping

one cause with the philosophy
that $30,000 given to one vil-
lage would make a far greater
impact than contributing $2,000
each to several different organi-
zations. This is by far the most
ambitious student-led fundrais-
ing effort in the history of the
school.

"In past years we have con-
tributed about $20,000 to a vari-
ety of different worthy causes,"
said Mark Service, Faculty
Outreach Coordinator at St.
Andrew's College. "After hear-
ing Marc Kielburger, co-founder
of Free The Children, speak
earlier this year the students
decided to focus on one cause
they were passionate about
and dedicate the entire year to
attaining this goal. The results
have been remarkable."

Twenty-nine students and
five faculty members will travel
to the Masai Mara region of
Kenya at their own expense this
summer to construct a one-
room school house.

Funds will also go toward
furnishing the school, purchas-
ing textbooks, paying a
teacher's salary for two years,
school supplies and health kits
for 100 students, and $2,000
worth of medical supplies for
the community.

Their donation will also pay
for the construction of a resi-
dence for one teacher, a drink-
ing water well, and two latrines.

"We can't wait to actually wit-
ness the final results this sum-
mer in Kenya," said Adel
Ratansi, a Grade 11 student
and co-President of the
Outreach Committee. "I've
been really impressed this year
with how much the St.Andrew's
community has rallied behind
this cause."  

Students and staff will also
spend some time teaching
English lessons to children in
the community.

The intention is to maintain
contact with this school and
community for years to come
through a pen pal relationship
involving students in Middle
School.

Free the Children is the
largest network of children help-
ing children through education
in the world, with more than one
million youth involved through-
out 45 countries.

Adopt a Village is one of
these programs, and began
with the goal of helping Sri
Lankan tsunami victims with
long-term relief and rebuilding
efforts.

Area YMCA groups
planning walkathon

Nadine Star and Elisia
Pisapia are organizing the
Aurora area contingent that
will join more than 200 other
YMCA Child Care Centres
across the GTA May 11 in a
walk-a-thon to support of the
YMCA Spirit of Giving
Campaign.

Young YMCA members
from Pre-school,
Kindergarten and School Age
Programs will raise funds
through pledges based on
their participation in the event.

An estimated 300 children
will take part.

The YMCA of Greater
Toronto is the largest not-for-
profit provider of licensed
child care in Canada, provid-
ing care for more than 25
years.

Each year, with donations
raised through the YMCA
Spirit of Giving Campaign the
YMCA of Greater Toronto
helps thousands of individu-
als and families participate in
programs they otherwise
could not afford.

For further information
about the Walk-a-thon event
or for more information about
YMCA Child Care programs,
contact St. Jerome YMCA
Child Care, YMCA
Aurora/Oak Ridges School
Age Programs, and Aurora
YMCA Nursery Schools.

Nadine can be reached 
at 905-751-1189 or
nadine.star@ymca.net and
Elisia Pisapia is at 
905-727-5189 or elisia.pis-
apia@ymca.net.

Are you still 
using outdated
and hazardous
fuses in your 

home?
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T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora L4G 6W8 
Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037

Directors:
Brent Forrester - Laura Windover - Rich Kroeger - Gillian Taggart - Taylor Brown 

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

®

Individual & Relationship Counselling

Confidentiality Assured
Day and Evening Appointments

!Stress Anxiety !Depression

!Burnout !Grief & Bereavement

!Women's Issues !Self Esteem Issues

!Addictions !Trauma

29 Centre St. West, Richmond Hill

Cora Clearwater R.N.A.
Member of OACCPP

905-726-9218

Kelly Malehmir 
Mortgage Specialist

416-417-8838
Rates are on the 
rise...call now!

Northwood Mortgage 9050 Yonge St., Ste. 501, Richmond Hill

• Lessons • Training • Leasing • Sales•  Lessons for the beginner to the      
advanced rider on safe school horses & ponies • Training for the Trillium, “A” circuit, 

Hunter & Jumper and 3-day.• 60 x 170 indoor area 
• 2 outdoor jumper rings

3125 Vandorf Sdrd., Gormley 
(10 MINUTES EAST OF AURORA, AT WARDEN)

(905) 888-RIDE (7433)
Home of the Eglinton Pony Club

www.kingequestrianclub.com  •  Email: king.equestrian@sympatico.ca

REGISTER NOW FOR

SUMMER DAY CAMP

AAuu rroorraa     MMiinnoorr     HHoocckk eeyy     AAssssoocc iiaa tt iioonn
TRY-OUTS

Website: www.aci.on.ca/amha

Senior ScapeSenior Scape

By BRIAN WARBURTON

From time to time some-
body will come along who
can be aware in others, a
concealed talent, latent and
unseen, and like the irre-
sistible warm breath of a
spring breeze at winter’s
end, set in motion a rhythm
of harmonious events,
which institute an awaken-
ing of vigorous, creative,
natural ability.

Such a lady, a fine senior
lady is Enid Maize who has
inspired a splendid awaken-
ing of choral ability in
Aurora's senior ladies and
gentlemen.

Thirty two members form
her choral group, which has
adopted 'Evergreen' as the
choral group name.

Enid, before an audi-
ence, is the consummate
performer, professional and
as wrapped up in her pres-
entation as it is possible for
her to be.

She has complete
respect for her musical art
and presents it in a thor-
oughly professional man-
ner, demanding the same of
all who perform with her.

Only the best perform-
ance is good enough for
this lady artistic director.

As an artistic director,
she is a taskmaster
because she must be; a
presence to command
attention without which a
cohesive harmony would
dissolve, while she is also
possessed of a nurturing
energy, insight and inspira-
tion, to obtain from her
choral group, the quality
performance that produces
the most powerful choral
music.

I am advised by Enid
that the genre will consist of
folk operetta, pop and the

The ‘Evergreens’
seeking a leader

golden oldies together with
20th century theatre music.

I believe that is her main
drive but the luxury of flexi-
bility remains an option.

When Enid accepted the
invitation to become artistic
director, she issued an advi-
sory that she would not be
available beyond two years
at the most.

Unfortunately, Enid finds
herself in circumstances
that will compel her to leave
for Nova Scotia this coming
June.

Enid is searching dili-
gently for her successor,
and some evening hours
anticipated at the centre in
the coming months, might
facilitate this task, by
expanding the number of
candidates to include sen-
iors who are still employed.

The 'Evergreens' will
continue without doubt.

The committee volun-
teers are in place and
enthusiasm is intense to the
point that everybody wants
the 'Evergreens’ to 
succeed, to prosper and
continue.

DAY     RINK            DATE           FROM          TO      DIVISION

Players Born in 1998

Wed ARC East 3-May-06 6:30 PM      8:00 PM    Novice A
Fri ARC East 5-May-06 6:00 PM      7:30 PM    Novice A
Sat ARC East 6-May-06 2:30 PM      4:00 PM    Novice AE
Mon ARC East 8-May-06 6:00 PM      7:30 PM    Novice AE
Wed ARC East 10-May-06 6:00 PM      7:30 PM    Novice AE

Players Born in 1997

Thurs ARC West 4-May-06 6:00 PM 7:30 PM   M Atom A
Fri ARC East 5-May-06 7:30 PM 9:00 PM   M Atom A
Sat ARC East 6-May-06 4:00 PM 5:30 PM   M Atom AE
Mon ARC West 8-May-06 6:30 PM 8:00 PM   M Atom AE
Wed ARC West 10-May-06 6:30 PM 8:00 PM   M Atom AE

Players Born in 1996

Thurs ARC West 4-May-06 7:30 PM 9:00 PM   Atom A
Sat ARC East 6-May-06 8:30 AM 10:00 AM  Atom A
Sun ARC East 7-May-06 8:30 AM 10:00 AM  Atom AE
Tues ARC East 9-May-06 6:00 PM 7:30 PM    Atom AE
Thurs ARC West 11-May-06 6:00 PM 7:30 PM    Atom AE

Players Born in 1995

Thurs ARC East 4-May-06 6:30 PM 8:00 PM    M Peewee A
Tues ARC East 2-May-06 6:30 PM 8:00 PM    M Peewee A
Sat ARC East 6-May-06 10:00 AM 11:30 AM   M Peewee A
Sun ARC East 7-May-06 10:00 AM 11:30 AM   M Peewee AE
Tues ARC East 9-May-06 7:30 PM 9:00 PM    M Peewee AE
Thurs ARC West 11-May-06 7:30 PM 9:00 PM    M Peewee AE

Players Born in 1994

Thurs ARC East 4-May-06 8:00 PM 9:30 PM     Peewee A
Sat ARC East 6-May-06 11:30 AM 1:00 PM     Peewee A
Sun ARC East 7-May-06 11:30 AM 1:00 PM     Peewee AE
Tues ARC West 9-May-06 6:30 PM 8:00 PM     Peewee AE
Fri ARC West 12-May-06 6:00 PM 7:30 PM     Peewee AE

Players Born in 1993

Wed ARC West 3-May-06 6:00 PM 7:30 PM     M Bantam A
Fri ARC West 5-May-06 6:30 PM 8:00 PM     M Bantam A
Sat ARC East 6-May-06 1:00 PM 2:30 PM     M Bantam A
Mon ARC East 8-May-06 7:30 PM 9:00 PM     M Bantam AE
Tues ARC West 9-May-06 8:00 PM 9:30 PM     M Bantam AE
Fri ARC West 12-May-06 7:30 PM 9:00 PM     M Bantam AE

Players Born in 1992

Wed ARC West 3-May-06 7:30 PM 9:00 PM Bantam A
Fri ARC West 5-May-06 8:00 PM 9:30 PM Bantam A
Sat ARC East 6-May-06 5:30 PM 7:00 PM Bantam AE
Tues ARC East 9-May-06 9:00 PM 10:30 PM Bantam AE
Wed ARC East 10-May-06 7:30 PM 9:00 PM Bantam AE

Players Born in 1991

Wed ARC East 3-May-06 8:00 PM 9:30 PM      M Midget A
Fri ARC East 5-May-06 9:00 PM 10:30 PM    M Midget A
Sun ARC East 7-May-06 1:00 PM 2:30 PM      M Midget AE
Mon ARC East 8-May-06 9:00 PM 10:30 PM    M Midget AE
Wed ARC West 10-May-06 8:00 PM 9:30 PM      M Midget AE

CODE:

ARC: Aurora Recreation Complex East & West rinks
ALC: Aurora Leisure Complex

Arboretum funding slowed by councillors
In 1995 a group of

Aurora citizens created
the Aurora Community
Arboretum program to
work with Leisure
Services with the objec-
tive of greening the
municipality with the
planting of trees and
shrubs.

The group started with
two acres of valley land
just west of the Town Hall
planning to expand along
the river valley.

The Arboretum or tree
museum was planned to
encompass 100 acres of
town-owned land along
the East Holland Valley
between Wellington Street
and the St. John's
Sideroad and be a place
where trees and woody
plants were grown for
educational and scientific
purposes.

A Master Plan was

developed to cover the
entire 100 acres within the
river valley which was pre-
sented to the Leisure
Services Advisory
Committee last October.

The committee recom-
mended endorsement of
the proposed plan and
that $50,000 be allocated
annually towards the
implementation of the
Master Plan.

When the report came
to council, questions were
asked about the $50,000
and it was referred back to
committee for more infor-
mation.

Last March the final
version of the 10-year
Master Plan was present-
ed to the Leisure Services
Advisory Committee. It
was endorsed with a rec-
ommendation that
$100,000 a year be com-
mitted to the plan for 10

years.
A similar presentation

was made to council with
Year One including the
planting of trees and
shrubs and providing
directional signs at an
estimated cost of $91,800
and a request was made
for approval of the funds.

And that’s where the
wheels fell off.

After receiving the
presentation, Councillor
John West suggested the
Master Plan be endorsed,
but wanted the $91,800
sent back for inclusion in
the 2007 budget as funds
had not been included in
the 2006 budget.

An amendment was
made by Councillor Nigel
Kean that staff be
requested to try and find
the funds in 2006.

In a report to the recent
council meeting staff rec-
ommended council
approve the $91,800 fund-
ing from the 2005 surplus
estimated at $1.3 million
and that council approve
funding for the following
nine years as presented
from the Cash-in-Lieu
Reserve.

Councillor West noted
that with regard to the fol-
lowing nine years, council
could not commit a future
council and with all the
current debt, he could not
support the request for
funding from the 2005 sur-
plus.

He noted that council
had to approve 400 resi-
dential units a year for the
next 10 years in order to
use the development
charges to pay down
debentures for the new
recreation centre, and any
surplus should be used to
pay down the debt.

He said he was disap-
pointed with the report,
and couldn't understand
its logic.

Councillor Kean sup-
ported taking the money
from the surplus as it
would be money well
spent.

Councillor Evelyn Buck
referred to the Master
Recreation Plan and the
Strategic Plan plus the
five and 10 year capital
forecasts designed to
keep the town on an even
keel and in preparing the
2006 budget several items
were eliminated to limit
the tax increase to 7.9 per
cent.

She said the surplus
should go back to the tax-
payer as they were over-
taxed in order to have a
surplus.

Councillor Damir
Vrancic said the staff
report was what council
had sought at a recent
meeting.

Both Councillors
Wendy Gaertner and
Phyllis Morris supported
the report.

Morris pointed out that
council had endorsed the
Master Plan and that
money had been found for
other projects.

Councillor Bill Hogg
said it was necessary to
consider the use of the
2005 surplus funds at one
time and include all the
items eliminated from the
2006 budget.

He said he couldn't
support the committee
report.

CAO John Rogers
pointed out that 2005 sur-
plus had not yet been
audited and it was hoped
the audit would take place
in the near future.

The motion to defer the
approval of the $91,800
for Year One of the pro-
gram was carried by a 5-4
vote with Councillors
Morris, Kean, Gaertner
and Vrancic opposed.

The motion to deny
approval of the funding for
the remaining nine years

was defeated on a 6-3
vote and a subsequent
motion to encourage
future councils to include
funding in annual budgets
was adopted.

Council also approved
a motion for staff to pre-
pare a report following the
audit of the 2005 surplus.
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Find Out What your 
Home is Worth On-Line 

visit:

www.QuickOnlineEvaluation.com
ReMax Omega Realty (1988) Ltd.

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 
• In Driver Education since 1979 
• MTO Approved Course Provider

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

ASK ABOUT OUR no obligation trial program

(905) 713- 3733
Training Services

• Interior/Exterior Window Cleaning • Interior/Exterior Painting Services 
• Eavestroughs - New Installation & Repairs, Cleaning of Gutters & Chemical  Wash 

• Pressure Washing - Decks, Cedar Roofs, Vinyl & Aluminum Siding 

Please Call: 905-727-0309

130 Davis Dr. Newmarket, PO Box 72
Kendellskottage@rogers.com

Tel: 905-830-5570 • Toll Free: 1-888-585-0066 
• Fax: 1-800-229-8866

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS OF LAWN EQUIPMENT 
We carry Husqvarna quality lawn products...

Come and check out our SPRING SALE

NOW’S THE TIME...to have your lawn care product serviced

28 Allaura Blvd., Unit 5, Aurora 
905-726-9589

     ST. ANDREW’S 
  Chiropractic & Wellness

15570 Yonge St. #5    Aurora    905.727.6500

Dr. Carey Avery,  D.C.
Chiropractor 
Custom Orthotics 

  Sports Injuries

  Andrea Sodonis, R.M.T.
Registered Massage Therapist 

  *Hot Stone Massage Certified* 

CRAWL-INS & WALK-INS 
WELCOME!! 

Full Spine & Joint Care, Pillows, Braces, 
Soft Tissue Injuries, Work/Car Accidents 

www.standrewschiro.ca 

RUMOURS AND RAMBLINGS

What happens to commercial space?
In April, 1991, despite a last-minute objection by the

Aurora Shopping Centre, Aurora Council approved a small
factory outlet as part of the new Reebok Canada ware-
house and head office on Bayview Avenue in the Aurora
East industrial park.

The company planned to open a 3,500 square foot retail
shoe store as part of its proposed 146,000 square foot
Aurora facility.

Aurora Shopping Centre officials argued that council
was setting a dangerous precedent by allowing commercial
stores to be located in industrial areas and was failing to
support existing retail areas.

Concern was also expressed about the commercial des-
ignation if Reebok should leave in the future. That concern
may be put to the test as in March, 2005, it was learned
Reebok was closing its Aurora operations and relocating in
Montreal in the summer of 2006.

Then in February, it was announced the lease on the
Aurora building had been extended until December, 2006,
so the future of the commercial outlet is still a question
mark.

NAMING CANADIAN COINS 

In Canada, there's no such thing as a penny, nickel,
dime, quarter or half-dollar, and Canada never had coins by
those names.

The words all have British or American origins and their
use in Canada is technically incorrect.

Using British or American names for Canadian coins is
nothing new.

The word "penny" is a British word dating back more
than 1,200 years.

The term "nickel" first appeared in North America as a
nickname for the U.S. five-cent pieces in 1865.

The name "dime" was given to the American 10-cent
piece in 1837 and became common usage in Canada
before the first Canadian 10-cent piece was produced in
1858.

The terms "quarter" and "half-dollar" were part of the
daily language in Canada long before the government
issued its first 25-cent and 50-cent pieces in 1870.

Not taken from Britain or the United States was the term
"shinplaster" for a 25-cent paper bill.

It was first introduced in 1870 with a second version in
1900 and the final version in 1923.

There were plenty of shinplasters in circulation 

in the 1930s.
The name was said to come from the similarity in size to

that of a sheet of brown paper soaked in vinegar that at one
time was applied to sore shins.

Also original in Canada was the "loonie" to replace the
$1 bill introduced in 1989 and the "twoonie in 1996.

But when was the last time you saw a half-dollar, or
more officially, a 50-cent piece?

GET OUT ALIVE

At 6 p.m. on October 9, 1985, fire alarms rang across
York Region and the country in hopes that families would
conduct their own domestic fire drill.

The idea of Getting Out Alive began in Edmonton in
1984 when a fire drill was staged at 6 p.m. Studies after the
drill indicated that while 80 per cent of the population of the
area was aware of the event, only 40 per cent participated.

Organizers in York Region, with the help of McDonald's
Restaurants, hoped to have a better response in the region.

McDonald's distributed thousands of information kits for
the Get Out Alive program.

The kit included a floor plan to be completed by parents.
A coupon was attached to the plan which could be com-

pleted and dropped off at any area McDonalds. A draw was
to be made for a child to be Fire Chief for a Day.

BEST AND WORST OF PLANS

The highly-promoted Toronto-Centred Region Plan has
long been forgotten but it was designed by the Bill Davis
Progressive Conservative government to provide a green-
belt north of Toronto for recreational use and a commuter
shed for people working in the city and a planned develop-
ment area in the Barrie/Orilla area.

The newly-established York Region was caught in the
centre of the two and prepared a brief for the province with
individual comments from each of the region's nine local
governments.

In June, 1972, Aurora Council approved its part of the
regional brief and requested that the population restrictions
be lifted to allow the town to grow to between 28,000 and
31,000 by the year 2000.

It also asked that a half-mile wide service corridor and
green space be established to clearly stop any southward
urban sprawl from Newmarket.

Yeah, right.

If you fit into one of these 
categories and have not been 

contacted by us,
Please call

905-853-4645

New to the community?

Expecting a baby

at your house?

Newly Engaged?

New Business/

Professional?

A Civic minded

Business interested 

in sponsoring 

Welcome Wagon?
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Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only). 
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or email your ad to classifieds@auroran.com  •  More than 73,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

CLASSIF IEDS

CLASSES • SEMINARS • WORKSHOPS • COURSES • DIRECTORY

SWIMMING
LESSONS

PET SITTING IN MY
HOME - don’t cage your
cat or small dog while
you are gone. Mature,
responsible lady will
pamper your pet. In quiet
country home. $15.00
day - dog; $10.00 day -
cat. 905-939-7285

PET SITTING

S W I M M I N G
INSTRUCTION By
Yvonne Cattrall, -
Masters World Record
holder, 40 years’ experi-
ence, certified Red
Cross Instructor. Year
round, all levels, 3-4
maximum in class. 905-
841-3450

INDOOR & OUTDOOR SERVICES

YOGA CLASSES

FINE ART

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish.
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033

14845-6 Yonge St.,
Suite 315, Aurora, ON  L4G 6H8

www.rmfservices.com

• Lawn Maintenance 
• Aeration 
• Seeding & Sodding 
• Spring & 

Fall Clean-ups

PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

PLUMBING
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CLEAN WITH CARE
experienced efficient,
thorough home clean-
ing with an added 
personal touch 905-
727-2353

Maintain - it
PLUMBING

• Repairs 
• New Installations

• Service Agreements 

416854-0523

THE UPS STORE

AURORAN 
Classes
Courses

Seminars, Lectures 
Workshops

905727-7128

The only used book store in Aurora!
75 Mary Street, Unit 3 

905727-3300

REVISITED

OPEN
MON. TO SAT. 

10 A.M. - 4 P.M.
SUN. NOON - 4 P.M.

HOME 

PLACE OF WORSHIP

DRAWING CLASS &
S u m m e r  C a m p
http://www.yhar tstu-
dio.com/schedule.html
Call 905-713-3650

905727-7128905727-7128

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week. (*This section only) Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or email to: classifieds@auroran.com

H A R R I S  
HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS

FREE ESTIMATES

Jeff 905-713-0325
or, 905-716-2214

Professional home
repairs 

& renovations.
Carpentry, painting, 

plastering, ceramics,
floors, windows 

& doors etc.
~WE DO BASEMENTS~

COMPLETE MORTGAGE SERVICES
Conventional, Self-employed, Investment, Commercial
*Over 50 Lenders including Banks competing for your business

Friendly No Fee Service!*
TM ® Registered trademark of Mortgage Intelligence Inc. © copyright 2005, Mortgage Intelligence Inc., all rights reserved.  *O.A.C.          A GMAC Company

Serving Aurora
905.727.0112

RENOVATIONS
EXPERT

• Start to Finish 
we do it all

• Guaranteed Quality 
• On Time and 

to your satisfaction
• Bathroom Specialists 
• Energy Saving 

Improvements.

Marty 416-606-5492

Specials

TINA’S
AESTHETICS

By appt. 416-918-2028
*Tell a friend and receive $10 OFF your next visit.

We use disposable plastic foot bath inserts.

RELAXATION
PACKAGE:

Body Massage
European Facial 
Deluxe Pedicure

Manicure 
$122

WELLNESS
PACKAGE:
European

Facial 
Deluxe Pedicure

Manicure
$92

HOLIDAY
PACKAGE:
Leg Wax 

Deluxe Pedicure
Manicure

$83

(first time customers)

AESTHETICS

RRRR&&&&RRRR

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

	 FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICES 		

	

PRE-OWNED BOOKS	

APT. FOR RENT	

	

	

	

ANNIVERSARY	

	

DOG TRAINER		 	

BUY & SELL

	 PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 8 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

	

	

CARPET - I have sev-
eral thousand yards of
new Stainmaster 
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet your
living room & hall for
$389. Price includes
carpet, pad and instal-
lation (30 square
yards). Steve 905-898-
0127.

DINING ROOM SET 
9 piece solid oak,
Medium dark finish,
excellent condition
$1500 905-841-2702

LEARN HOW TO 
DRAW & PAINT...

just like the Masters

• beginners to advanced

• ongoing classes

• drawing & painting techniques 

• help students prepare portfolios 

for college & art school

• no artistic experience necessary

905-726-8883
Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 

Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV.

www.wellingtongallery.com
mi.design@sympatico.ca

• Snow Plowing
• Interior Plant Care
• Tree & Shrub Care 
• Hedge Trimming 
• Garden Maintenance
• Top Dressing

Phone: 905-841-6687 Cell: 905-751-6687

FOR RENT

	   SERVICES

	

SERVING AURORA 

Accepting clients 
wanting to heal 

from anxiety,
depression, grief

-reasonable rates-
-flexible hours-

Luanne Jakobi 
905-726-4341

Psychotherapist

PHOTOGRAPHY
PRODUCT

Affordable 

for your 
• WEBSITE 
• BROCHURE  
• CATALOGUE 

PRODUCT 
SHOTS 

905-727-7600

Ft. Myers
Beach

FLORIDA
• 2 Bedroom 
• 2 bath
• Fully Equipped 
• Across From Beach

905-841-8965
www.captainsbay.com

CONDO 
FOR RENT

CERTIFIED MAKEUP
ARTIST. Weddings.
Proms. Special
Occasions & Lessons.
416-838-5107

	 PHOTOGRAPHY

	 CLEANING

IN-HOME 
PRIVATE 

DOG TRAINING

905-478-4060

Flexible schedules 
Available days or

evenings
J. A. (Ginny) Neher

BREEDERSSHOWCASE.COM
DOGSPORTS

also group classes

COUNSELLING 
AND PSYCHOTHERAPY

NEW EXECUTIVE
TOWN HOME Aurora,
2 car garage. Stainless
s t e e l  a p p l i a n c e s .
Ravine lot. Short or
long term. Starting @
$1990 per month plus
utilities 416-838-6110

BUY AND SELL online
at WeeBay. Kids stuff:
toys, high chairs,
Maternity, strollers,
clothes, furniture, stork
rentals and much more!
Post for free promo-
info@weebay.ca or, go
to our web site 
www.weebay.ca

WINDOW
CLEANERS

CLEANING
ADVANTAGE

C o m m e r c i a l  
&  Residential 

WINDOW &
CARPET

CLEANING
SERVICE

FREE SCOTCHGUARD
Call Us at 

905 717-3785

WINDOW CLEANER	

NOW BOOKING

•  SPRING CLEAN-UPS
• GRASS CUTTING

905-726-9165
Commercial • Residential
WWW.GORDONLANDSCAPE.COM

GORDON
LANDSCAPE COMPANY

EXP. ADMIN ASST
req'd p/t for an Office
Furniture dealership in
Aurora. Computer skills
a must. Sales experi-
ence an asset. Start
April 25, 2006. Fax
resumé to 905-841-
3823.

Contracting 
~Since 1974~

Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Rec Rooms,

Hardwood Floors,
Additions 

Complete Range of Renovations 
BLUE PRINT SERVICE

CONTRACTING

H: 416-694-4178  C: 416-702-4178

Charles Gallagher

HOME DECOR

HOME INTERIORS
& GIFTS  

In home business 
lovely home décor!

Local rep to help you 
get started

Unlimited opportunities   
available 

FLEXIBLE, FUN 
AND PROFITABLE 

HOME DÉCOR
that comes to your door!

Call Faye 
@ 905-726-1078

In. Contractor

	

GARAGE/LAWN SALE
MAP - FREE! 

(FREE TO AURORA RESIDENTS)

Call 905-727-7128

This garage sale locator map is sponsored by 
Sean Herbinson - ReMax Realty •  905-727-1941

GARAGE SALES IN AURORA
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Wellington Street

AURORA SELKIES
Compe t i t i ve  Sw im
Club Privately owned
a n d  c o a c h e d  b y
Yvonne Cattrall, current
Masters World Record
holder. St. Andrew's
C o l l e g e  p o o l ,
Aurora.Private teaching
and coaching also
available, adults and
children, for leisure, fit-
ness, competitive
swimming, triathlon.
905-841-3450

Arborview 
Landscape Design

• 100% Organic Lawn Care Programs
• Garden Design – Installation - Maintenance
• Garden Advice – Development - Coaching
• Landscape Planning & Consulting
• Tree and Shrub Care-including fertilizations

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Call Ray for a free quote Today!

Horticulturist on staff
(905) 727 - 2973

NEWLY RENOVATED
basement apartment
June 1, parking, cable,
internet, laundry, all
u t i l i t i es  i nc luded
$825.00. Call 905-726-
1813

PSYCHIC READINGS.
Psychic Sophie. Palm.
Tarot cards. Crystal
ball. Advice on all prob-
lems of life. Step out of
the darkness and see
the light. Available for
psychic parties. 705-
770-1757. Barrie

AURORA HANDYMAN
All your small house-
hold jobs & chores.
Including plumbing &
electrical. York Region
& Barrie. 905-841-
8705.

FOR SALE	

PSYCHIC

Advertise your
GARAGE SALE

FREE 

Aurora Public  Library

M ornings& Evenings

Adults& Teens

www.yogaforlife.ca

905-505-1324

RR &&RR

TELEMARKETING/M
ARKETIng help want-
ed for local insurance
and financial services
company. Call Allan
905 727-2749

Henderson Dr.

St. John’s Sideroad

Orchard Heights Blvd.
Hill Dr.

Tamarac Milgate Place

Parkland
C

rt.

Centre St.

Mark St.

CedarCres.

T
ren
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Downey
C

res.

B

allymore Dr.
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hn

W
es

t W
ay

Hollidge Blvd.

1) 89 Spruce St. 8:30 am – 2 pm
MULTI-FAMILY SALE

2) 108 Ballymore Dr. 8 am – 1 pm 
3) 4 Cedar Cres 8 am – 1 pm 
4) Hill Dr. STREET SALE 

5) 121 John West Way 8 am–noon
6) Milgate Place STREET SALE
7) Parkland Ct. 8 a.m.
8) 118 Kemano Rd. 8 a.m.
9) 65 Metcalfe St. 7 a.m.

SATURDAY MAY 6
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Happy 50th 
Anniversary 

Ken & Irene 
Emmerson

Love 
Barb, Brenda & Cindy

Aurora Heights Dr.

Church St.
Metcalfe St.
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Kemano Rd.

Taste of
Mediterranean
is now hiring 

for Aurora location 
Please call 

905-750-0083
or email resumé to

info@tasteof
mediterranean.ca

NOW HIRING



ALL ESTHETICS AVAILABLE 
Hours: Mon. & Sat. Sun. 10 - 5  Tues. - Fri. 10 - 7 p.m.

905-841-9343  15570 Yonge St. Aurora

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 
Home Depot Centre Aurora

15340 Bayview Ave.
Walk-ins 

Welcome

Manicure/Pedicure - $35 

COURSE STARTS
MAY 27

2 WEEKENDS
905-726-4132

www.youngdrivers.com

Embroidery 
Heat Transfers 

Screen Printing 
Twill 

Logo Digitizing 
Full Line of Clothing 

& Sportswear

Light up your life!
Lighting • Fixtures • Fans 

220 Industrial Pkwy. S. 905-841-2832
Call for hours

Great Prices 

TOTAL HOME IMPROVEMENTS

905-773-8371

• COMPLETE BATHROOMS
• KITCHENS & BASEMENTS 

• REPAIRS & INSTALLATIONS
• ALL TYPES OF WORK

www.waterdepot.com

�

FREEFREE cook & cold
water cooler

with purchase of Refineosoft unit
On approved credit, at participating Water Depot locations only.
Not valid in conjunction with any other offer. Some conditions

may apply, see local Water Depot for details.

�

�

�

�

�

WATER TREATMENT EXPERTS

Visit our U-FILL Water Centre!

Water Softeners

as low as $499

FREE
in-home analysis

Water Softeners
Reverse Osmosis
Drinking Water
Systems
Iron & Sulphur
Filters
Ultraviolet Systems
Water Coolers

SERVING NEWMARKET, AURORA & SURROUNDING AREA
16700 Bayview Avenue @ Mulock
905-836-6077 1-800-418-6077

Count on 
“The Mavrix Dividend & Income Fund”

to Deliver Income & Growth

Consistent monthly distributions of $0.070 per unit

Outstanding management skills and experience

Balance between capital appreciation and superior 
dividend/distribution yield opportunities

Commissions, trailing commissions, management fees and expenses all may be associated with mutual fund investments.
Please read the prospectus before investing. The indicated rates of return are the historical annual compounded total returns
including changes in unit value and reinvestment of all distributions and do not take into account sales, redemption,
distribution or optional charges or income taxes payable by any securityholder that would have reduced returns. Mutual funds
are not guaranteed, their values change frequently and past performance may not be repeated.

53 Wellington St. E
Aurora, Ontario

Tel: 905-727-4300Sam Panzures
Director,  Private Client Group

Craig Deasley
Senior Investment Advisor

Mavrix Fund Management Inc. is a TSX-listed company, MVX
www.mavrixfunds.com

Returns Summary 1 yr 3 yr 5 yr 10 yr Since 
(As at March 31, 2006) inception

Mavrix Dividend & Income Fund 11.1% 21.0% 16.3% 11.1% 9.5% 

Ward system question
defeated by councillors

A ward system ques-
tion will not appear on
this year’s municipal bal-
lot, council decided last
week.

At an earlier general
committee meeting there
were several presenta-
tions and correspon-
dence tabled both for
and against including the
question on the ballot.

After a lengthy
debate, the committee
defeated a motion by
Councillor Phyllis Morris
and Mayor Tim Jones by
a 5-2 vote with
Council lors Bil l  Hogg
and Nigel Kean absent.

At the council meet-
ing, resident Er ic
McCartney sought clari-
fication of the committee
decision. He pointed out
the number of letters and
presentations in support
of the question, and that
the committee had dis-
cussed a ward system,
rather than the inclusion
of the question.

Resident Bil l
MacWilliams also want-
ed the question on the
ballot. He questioned
whether enough publicity
and advance notice had
been given to cit izens
regarding the question.

He stressed that the
ward system was not the

issue but the inclusion of
the question and in the
interests of democracy,
the people should have a
say as to whether the
municipality has a ward
system or not.

Councillor Morris rec-
ommended the question
be on the ballot. She
said it was up to the peo-
ple to decide if they
wanted a ward system or
not.

Councillor Kean said
that while he personally
was opposed to a ward
system, he believed the
question should be on
the ballot as the decision
was up to the people.

Council lor Evelyn
Buck pointed out that
members of council were
elected to make deci-
sions.

Councillor John West
provided a brief summa-
ry of attempts to obtain a
ward system in the past,
and agreed the decision
was up to council, and if
people wanted changes,
they should run for coun-
cil.

Council lor Ron
Wallace said that while
he had no objection to
including the question on
the ballot, he wouldn't
suppor t i t . He ques-
tioned if one question

was allowed on the bal-
lot, would there be oth-
ers such as train
whistl ing at night and
heritage districts.

Decisions were up to
councillors, he said.

Councillor Hogg said
because he didn't sup-
port a ward system, he
couldn't suppor t the
question.

Council lor Damir

Vrancic noted there had-
n't been a groundswell of
public protest against
the current system and it
was up to council to
evaluate it.

A recorded vote was
called with six members
of council opposing the
question while Mayor
Tim Jones and
Council lors Morr is and
Kean supported it.

CRIMINAL 
DEFENCE

BAIL

WILLS,
ESTATES

REAL
ESTATE

YOUNG 
OFFENDERS

Susan E.Tucker 
Lawyer & Notary Public

905 727-7775
FAMILY 

LAW

16 - AURORAN, Week of May 2, 2006
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