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Formal Dining Room 
offers a 

Continental Menu 
For Fine Dining 

Hours; Mon. - Fri. 11:30 - 10:30
Sat. dinner only 5:00 - 11:00

Red House Studio Lounge

Open Daily from 11:30 a.m. - 1 a.m.
with a lighter menu 

for lunches and dinners

On the Piano
Roger Whitnall Tues - Sat. 

Lisa Levy–vocalist  Thurs. - Sat. 
Together they make a beautiful Jazz Duet
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Sean Herbinson

YYour our AuroraAurora
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NAME

905

727-1941

1 Week Only1 Week Only

Your local source for...

Insurance
Investments

Wealth Management

905 727 4605
www.hsfinancial.ca

Representing

300 Rotarians
invade Aurora
in September

It was pure coincidence.
Last week's Auroran reported in its "Rumours and

Rumblings" column that company loyalty was alive and
well in Aurora in 1977 when management at Sisman's
Shoe Company honoured Margaret McGhee for 50 years'
service with the firm.

The story set off several "thank-you" phone calls,
including one that advised Margaret would turn 90,
Sunday, June 15.

Neighbouring residents in her Orchard Heights Blvd.
apartment held a tea in her honour Friday, while other
friends honoured her at a luncheon at the First Baptist
Church Sunday.

When she retired from Sisman's in 1982, she told com-
pany officials "working keeps me young".

Happy Birthday, Margaret. 

Margaret McGhee

Long-time employee turns 90

More than 300 visiting Rotarians
are expected to invade Aurora this
September for the annual Rotary
Foundation Walk, and you will
benefit if you happen to live on the
"parade" route.

The Foundation Walk, held in a
different community of Rotary's
District 7070 each year, is coming
to Aurora for the first time in a
number of decades.

Covering a distance of 2.5 kilo-
metres, the walk will follow a
route, touching Wells, Center,
Walton, Catherine, Fleury, Maple,
Yonge, Church, Victoria, Gurnett
and Kennedy Streets. 

Everyone who lives along those
streets will be invited to hold a
"garage sale" that day. Rotary will
provide at least 300 customers.

The event is slated for Sunday,
September 21st, and will begin at
8 a.m. The actual walk takes place
between 9 a.m. and noon.

Rotarians will be served lunch in
the town park at noon, and that
will be followed by the presenta-
tion of awards.

Rotarians expect to raise
$130,000 for the club's

Foundation, which will be used for
their primary purpose of eradicat-
ing polio by 2005.

District 7070 is bounded by Lake
Ontario on the south and Alliston
on the north, and extends east
beyond Cobourg.

In a long and often bitter debate,
council agreed last week to investi-
gate construction of a new Seniors
Centre on town-owned property
south of the Town Hall.

At a general committee meeting
held two weeks ago, members
voted 5-4 to demolish the former
library and seniors' centre to permit
the investigation of a public/private
five-storey, 30-unit seniors complex
with the bottom two floors to serve
as a seniors centre.

But last week, that concept was at
the bottom of four suggestions to
acquire larger quarters.

During the period between the
general committee meeting and the

May 27 council meeting, several
seniors contacted councillors to say
they knew nothing about the idea
and wanted time to study it.

Council agreed to a two-week
deferral so the steering committee
could present options to a general
meeting of the seniors. Councillor
John West made a similar request,
which was approved by council.

At that time, the options  were the
restoration and renovation of the
former library, already approved by
council and replacing the existing
buildings with a new complex with
apartments.

A third option was to relocate the
centre outside the downtown core

and into a new facility.
During the discussion Councillor

West suggested the land on John
West Way, south of the Town Hall.
His suggestion was not discussed

in any way and council agreed to
the two-week deferral as requested
by the seniors, so the three options
could be discussed at their general
meeting.

Somehow when the presentation
was made to the seniors there
were four options, two of which had
never been discussed by council,
at least in open session.

The first two options were as pre-
viously presented to council, the
third option became adding an
extension to the new library for the
seniors and the fourth option was a
new facility south of the town hall.

Last week, Director of Leisure
Services Al Downey outlined the
four options discussed with the
steering committee and later pre-
sented to the general meeting.  

As a result of the seniors' vote, a
new building was the first choice of
more than half those attending.
Using the old library was second,
but the demolition and erection of a
new seniors' apartment garnered
only one vote.
Councillor Damir Vrancic was crit-

ical of the process as the fourth
option had never been considered
and questioned the role of staff as
the issue was taking a life of its own
without council's direction.

Councillor West insisted it had
been discussed and presented
some notes that he claimed he had
presented at the meeting.

Vrancic read from the minutes of
the general committee and council
meetings and pointed out there
was no mention of an Option 4,
only that the issue be deferred two
weeks. 

Councillors MacEachern and
Kean supported Vrancic by stating
that Option 4 had never been dis-
cussed other than a suggestion by
West about the site by the town
hall.  

The seniors' meeting was attend-
ed by about 10 per cent of the total
membership.  

West said he was surprised at
the seniors' decision as he thought
they preferred to stay downtown,
but was pleased with the decision.

New Centre concept 
gets senior support

Please see page 15

July 1 parade still
highlights party

The loss of Scott Withers as a
parade organizer has set the July
First Committee back a step or
two, but according to Special
Events Chairman George
Timpson, everything is back in
step.

Withers announced he couldn't
handle the parade this year
because of job commitments, and
he stepped down from the com-
mittee.

Councillor Timpson put out an
appeal for help and was success-
ful in getting more volunteers to
aid in the organization of Aurora's
July First party - an event that has
been annual since 1969.

Town staffer Julie Geering said
the parade is being organized,

and so far, has more than 20 float
applicants.

It will happen at 10 a.m.
Tuesday, July 1, starting at Yonge
and Orchard Heights Blvd., and
proceeding south to Murray Drive.

Meanwhile, other popular activi-
ties of the two-day event are still
on the schedule.
On Monday, June 30, the dance-

in-the-park will take place in the
Town Park with entertainment by
Haight Ashbury.

Numerous activities are sched-
uled for the Leisure Complex area
the afternoon of July 1 including a
beer garden, horseshoe competi-
tions, beach volleyball, a new
exotic petting zoo, helicopter rides
and children's games.

Former NHL star Dennis
Hull will be the guest speak-
er at the Aurora Chamber of
Commerce Business
Achievement Awards night
Oct. 24 at Kingbridge Centre
in King City. Bobby’s brother
is a popular, humourous
after-dinner speaker.
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CONTINUING
Farmers Market, Temperance Street parking lot, every

Saturday through Thanksgiving weekend 8 a.m. until 12.30
p.m. Contact Nigel Kean at 905-841-6776. 

* * * *
Registration now taking place for Kids On the Move sum-

mer camp to be held at Highview Public School during July
and August. Grades 1 to 3 and 4 to 6. Further information
905-841-1638 or 905-841-7742

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous, every Tuesday night, Trinity

Anglican Church, Victoria Street, 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

During the month of June the Skylight Gallery in the
Aurora Town Hall will feature the artworks of Mercury
Dougherly. Regular viewing hours are from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Monday to Friday. 

JUNE 20
The Aurora Seniors will hold their Annual Picnic in Fleury

Park as part of Seniors Week. Rain date is June 27th.
Admission is $3 and tickets must be purchased ahead of
time. Starts at 11:30 a.m. Call 905-727-2816 for further
information.

JUNE 20-22
Polo for Heart, Gormley Polo Centre, Leslie Street, south

of Bloomington. Game times each day noon and 1:30 p.m.
Fields open from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

JUNE 21
Let's Keep Aurora Beautiful Day. Garbage bags and

gloves will be provided to those who participate. RSVP to
Mary McCluskey, 905 727-3123 ext 260, or e-mail mmc-
cluskey@town.aurora.on.ca

* * * *
Annual charity BBQ and car wash fundraiser at Shoppers

Drug Mart (Doane Hall) from 10.30 a.m. to 2.30 p.m.
Proceeds to Southlake. Raffle, silent auction. Live music
and facepainting.

JUNE 23
Canadian Mental Health Association, York Region, Annual

General Meeting, 7 p.m., Park Place Manor, Yonge Street,
Aurora. Guest speaker is Robert Moore from the Ministry of
Health and Long-term Care, Central East Region. To
reserve call 905-841-3977 or 1-866-345-0183, Ext. 0.

JUNE 24
Aurora Council meets in the Town Hall at 7 p.m. with Open
Forum as the first agenda item.

JUNE 25
Women's Centre of York Region, in Aurora, charity golf

tournament in support of its various programs, at the
Mandarin Golf and Country Club. Book a foursome, donate
prizes or sponsor this event, call 905-727-5837.

* * * *
Seminar "Protect Your Money: Schemes, Scams and

Flimflams", hosted by MPP Greg Sorbara, will be held at
the Aurora Seniors Centre, 10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.

JUNE 30
Town of Aurora Yard Waste Collection. Waste must be in

clear plastic bags or a clean, rigid, reusable waste contain-
er or a bushel basket. Call the town's works department for
further information.

JULY 6
Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society Garden Tour. Seven

gardens are included on this year's tour. Tickets $10 from
Madge Ford at 905-727-5926 or Sheila Copeland at 905-
830-0264.

JULY 15
Seniors' cruise aboard the Wenonah II. This grand ship is

in the style of a 1907 passenger vessel that cruised the
Muskoka Lakes. Cost is $74 for members and $79 for non-
members. Departure and return times to be advised. Call
905-727-2816 to register.

JULY 26
Aurora Seniors Annual Garage Sale at the Seniors' Centre

from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
AUGUST 7

Seniors trip to Port Colbourne and the Theatre-In-The-

Coming Events in Aurora

Gas & Oil Heating Equipment 
Humidifiers and Air Conditioners 

Tel: (905) 727-6401 8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Marilyn Redvers

#1 in Aurora 
Sales Rep - 2002 *

Top 1% in Canada - 11 Yrs. 
Over 75% Referral Rate 

“Proud to be living 
and working in

Aurora”

Associate Broker Network

*FOR YOUR COMMUNITY REALTY

Call
905 727-3154
14799 Yonge Street, Aurora

HOME OF THE WEEK

$369,000

$299,000

$519,900

aurora

Other GREAT HOMES

BUSINESS PERSON
OF THE YEAR

IN AURORA - 2002
As selected by the Aurora Chamber of Commerce

$259,000
TERRIFIC BUNGALOW 

HAS BASEMENT APARTMENT
This supper home is in an older area of
Newmarket! It has some hardwood floors, a fire-
place and a 2 bedroom apartment in the base-
ment! It includes 5 appliances! Great curb
appeal!

SOLD

SOLD

Round to watch "Ivanka Chews the Fats". Trip includes a
driving tour of the Port, lunch at the theatre and following
the performance a stop at the Old Country Market. Cost is
$66 for members and $71 for non-members. Call 905-727-
2816 to register. 

AUGUST 16
From 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. the Abbotsford Animal Hospital on

Yonge Street in Aurora will hold its 7th Annual Charity Dog
Wash, rain or shine, with proceeds to the Southlake
Regional Health Centre. Call 905-727-7379 for further infor-
mation.

* * * * 
Aurora Children's and Youth Fair in the Town Park with

food, contests and games for all ages. There will be a juried
Art Show for young artists in graphics, photography, fine art
and fabric art. For more information call Info Aurora at 905-
727-8241.

AUGUST 22
Cardinal Carter Pioneer Class of 1993 Reunion. Pioneer

students and faculty invited. For ticket information, call
Joanna Jannetta 905-773-6717. 

SEPTEMBER 17
Aurora Seniors visit Stratford Festival to see "The King and

I", with lunch at the Walper Terrace Hotel. Cost is $89 for
members and $94 for non-members. Call 905-727-2816 to
register.

OCTOBER 25
Sterling Drug reunion, Aurora Legion, 7 p.m. Former

employees invited. For tickets call 905-775-6761 or 905-
775-6880. Also e-mail at sterling_reunion@hotmail.com.

$359,900
A REAL CHARMER

 IN CENTRAL AURORA!
Lovely century home has been renovated!
$$Thousands spent in updates! A beautiful, 
private lot with mature trees backing to creek!
Deceiving from street...fabulous main floor 
family room at back!

CENTRAL AURORA- LOVELY FAMILY HOME!
Immaculate, well-kept home! Beautiful lot has gorgeous deck and gardens and is hedged for priva-

cy! Great space for a family...4 bedrooms plus finished basement! Easy walking distance to schools!

LOVELY HOME IN “OLD AURORA”
Super character home on a beautiful mature lot
backing to park and stream! Many features,
including 3 bedrooms, eat-in kitchen, finished
basement & more! Walk to Yonge Street, schools
& transit.

LIVE ON AURORA’S 
HOTTEST STREET!

Wonderful location in prestigious area of
town...walk to schools, Yonge St.! Fabulous
mature lot..75’ x 125’! It offers 4 bedrooms, eat-in
kitchen, main floor family room, finished base-
ment & covered patio!

15005 Yonge Street 
Just south of Kennedy (M&M Meats Plaza) 

Phone (905) 727-7048   email: decoratingworks@aci.on.ca

WINDOW BLINDS & 
SHADES SALE 

SAVE
UP TO

60%

* FREE IN-HOME
CONSULTATION

* FINANCING    
AVAILABLE
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Thomas McPherson & Associates 
Law Firm

T: 905-727-3151 • F: 905-841-4395

Thomas B. McPherson
Colin A. Brown 
John T. Kalm

50%off
June 16th to June 21st

Best Anniversary Sale Ever!

full
weight loss 
programs!*

It’s the

the health you need,
now you really can have it all

the energy you want,
• Fully Personalized Programs 
• Guaranteed Weight Loss
• Lose Up To 7 lbs. Per Week 
• Safe, Easy, & Effective

We are 2 years old this week. 
Help us celebrate our birthday. 
Come in and meet Michelle and Tiffany 
and take advantage of great savings 
throughout the week.

Systems International

weight loss, nutrition, and herbal remedies 

For a Free Consultation, Call
(905) 751-1676
14799 Yonge St., Aurora
Mon. - Fri. 9 - 7, Sat. 9 - 4www.herbalmagic.ca

* Excludes Product, Based on Full Program

before Herbal Magic® Systems

after Herbal Magic® Systems

BARRONS
In addition to our furnishings, prints, 

furniture and general giftware, we have
hundreds of items suitable for 

FROM $2.99 TO $9.99

Pre-wrapped or we will wrap for you 
in colour cellophane - NO CHARGE 

14800 Yonge St., Aurora 

905-841-5454

TEACHERS GIFTS

Aurora's newest Citizen of the Year, John McIntyre, left, joins Guelph
Museum Director Laurence Grant, as they prepare for a day long trip of his-
torical sites in Toronto Saturday. About 35 people took advantage of the
excursion, arranged in conjunction with the Toronto Historical Railway
Society to mark the 150th anniversary of Aurora as "head of rail".

Auroran photo by Ron Wallace

St. John's closure
still irks residents

As anticipated, Darlene
Whyte appeared before
council Tuesday to con-
tinue her objections to
the closure of the St.
John's Sideroad, which
she first raised at a gen-
eral committee meeting a
week earlier.

Her major concerns
expressed at the general
committee meeting
included the method of
notification and the lack
of opportunity for public
input.

Last week she also
dealt with the exemption
from the noise bylaw
granted by council.

In a well-prepared pre-
sentation she pointed out
that by granting such an
exemption the contractor
could work 24 hours a
day, seven days a week
and that was not accept-
able for a residential
area.

The noise bylaw
restricts construction
from 7 p.m. until 7 a.m.
the next morning.

She asked how such an
exemption got approved
and if residents didn't
have some protection,
and asked council to do

what they could to protect
the residents.

Alexander Di Mauro
appeared on behalf of
another resident and was
critical of the town and
the region for lack of
advance notice regarding
the closure.

He pointed out that his
client had put his property
on the market in April
prior to notice of con-
struction, and while local
and emergency traffic
was permitted, through
traffic was prohibited,
which would deter poten-
tial purchasers.

He also referred to the
provisions of the Road
Access Act, which cov-
ered road closures and
said the provisions of the

Act had not been fol-
lowed. 

Mayor Tim Jones said
that as St. John's
Sideroad was a regional
road, the presentations
should be made to the
region.

This led Di Mauro to ask
about the process as the
issue was being kicked
around like a football
between the town and the
region.  

Mayor Jones agreed to
set up a meeting between
the residents and the
Region of York.

The sideroad, which is
having the crest of a hill
lowered, is currently
closed, and expected to
stay that way until early
July. 

New concept envisioned for Pathway
Donors and supporters will

gather at Yellow Brick
House's Pathway of Peace
in Aurora June 27th to rec-
ognize the project's third
anniversary.                         
Officials will unveil the logo

of a new organization to
help create a province-wide,
and eventually, international
network of Pathways of
Peace.                                 

Officially opened by then
O n t a r i o L i e u t e n a n t
Governor Hilary M. Weston
on June 29, 2000, one of
the dreams for the Pathway
of Peace co-founders was
to see it develop into an
international network of
community initiatives to
raise money for the issue of
violence against women
and children.                        

In response to interest
from other women's shelters
and groups from around the
world after its initial two
years, Yellow Brick House is
in the process of creating a
separate not-for-profit orga-
nization called Pathway of

Peace Incorporated.        
This new entity will be

licensed by Yellow Brick
House with respect to its
logo and the Pathway of
Peace program.           
The Pathway of Peace will

continue to raise money for
Yellow Brick House.             

Shelters or similar-minded
groups in Toronto, Thunder
Bay, Oshawa, Kingston,
Vermont and London,
E n g l a n d , h a v e  a l l
expressed interest in creat-
ing their own Pathway of
Peace.                                

The Aurora-based

Pathway of Peace has gen-
erated about $70,000 in
revenue so far for Yellow
Brick House, paying for
itself in its first six months.    

The Pathway of Peace is
built through the centre of
Temperance Park, just west
of Aurora's main intersec-
tion of Yonge and
Wellington Streets.               

Bricks are being sold for
$25 (families and individu-
als), $100 (small business)
and $1,000 (corporate).
Contact Yellow Brick House
at (905) 727-0930 Ext. 2241
to purchase a brick. 

Hill being lowered



Sleek council
not necessarily
that effective

Council meetings are different,
As times and conditions change.
Now they are very much shorter,
For an old timer it's very strange.

-Poor Richard's Scrapbook 

Many old time members of council may have difficulty
understanding today's council meeting with its consent
agenda.
Previously, council dealt with every item that came before

it, now staff deals with them and makes recommendations
to council.

If council agrees with the staff recommendation or does-
n't want to take the time to discuss it, it's approved by a
blanket resolution that covers everything on the agenda,
not lifted by a councillor for separate discussion or if staff is
seeking direction on an issue.

Granted many of the items that come before council are
primarily for information and don't require action, but I
would prefer that council members made that decision
rather than a staff member, regardless of how well qualified
they may be.

Councillors are elected, staff is appointed.
At one time council appointed a standing committee for

almost every issue. With only three members of council on
the committee, the recommendations were fully debated by
the other members of the council not members of the com-
mittee, at the council meeting.

It was thought that by eliminating standing committees
and going to a council-in-committee or general committee
with all members of council in attendance, the debate
duplication would be eliminated.

It hasn't worked that way.
When the general committee report comes to council

invariably the majority of items are lifted for further debate.
It wouldn't be so bad if the councillor lifting the item had

some new information on the issue, but it's normally a case
of rehashing the same arguments made in committee, but
this time in front of the TV cameras.

Granted I wouldn't want to go back to council in the mid-
1960s before Aurora had a duplicating machine and Clerk-
Treasurer Bill Johnson read every bit of correspondence,
as councillors or the media didn't have a copy.

Today, council members no longer approve accounts in
public, whereas in January, 1983, council approved expen-
ditures of $141,509.30.
Today very few items of correspondence are listed on the

agenda, but at the January meeting 52 items of correspon-
dence were received or referred to the appropriate com-
mittee or staff department for action.

It used to be that council and media received as a part of
the agenda package a list of all the accounts over a mini-
mum amount at every council meeting for council's
approval.

Questions were often asked about this or that account in
public session.   

Today, as nothing regarding the payment of accounts is
done in public session, it is not known what authority there
is for payment.
It is much the same with the minutes of the previous meet-

ing. Although council adopts a resolution approving the
minutes, there is no copy of the minutes in the agenda
package, at least the package the media receives.   Aurora
is unique in this regard as other municipal jurisdictions,
including the region, always include a copy of the minutes
with the agenda.

The preparation of the annual budget has been contro-
versial over the years.   
It used to be that the standing committee would review the

departmental budget with department staff on a line-to-line
basis.

The committee reports and recommendations were for-
warded to the finance and administration committee for
consolidation.

Some members of council believed that council in com-
mittee should carry out the consolidation process rather
the finance and administration committee.

They were successful in gaining the support of council in
spite of opposition from Councillors Tim Jones, Len Ostick
and Earl Stewart.

Today, council in committee in an all-day session pre-
pares the draft budget for presentation to council, which
appears to be working satisfactorily, but it is doubtful if
department budgets get the same scrutiny as in the past. 
In spite of all the efforts to make the meetings shorter and

more efficient some of the meetings drag on and on with
petty issues, nit-picking and repeating the same argument
over and over again.

We don't seem to be any further ahead, just a little more
confused.                   
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Poor 
Richard

Letters to the Editor

Town wouldn't win
this "green" award
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To the editor,

Re: The TV Ontario
Program  "The Green Towns
of Ontario Awards ".
I watched with great interest

this past week the discussion
and awards for the "Green
Towns of Ontario ".

These are awards to towns
who undertake a proactively
serious approach to the issue
of environmental protection
and development within their
communities.

The winning towns had the
issue of environmental
impact on the community as
a pervasive issue, which had
to be addressed by all town

departments. 
In other words, there was an

integrated approach between
such departments as plan-
ning, roads, garbage collec-
tion, etc.

Looking at this very respon-
sible approach to the environ-
mental issue, I have watched
with increasing disappoint-
ment the granting of develop-
ment permits in Aurora.

A case in point is the
Wycliffe development south
of the Vandorf Sideroad.
Despite many presentations

by concerned residents
about the proposal by the
developer to build a wide
road allowance directly

through wetlands, the cutting
down of trees and the
destruction of fish spawning
areas, this development was
approved.

Residents expressed con-
cern that the hilly winding
road, which was allowed,
would accelerate run off of
salt, grease and other road
residue directly into the wet-
lands.
The road has been built now

for over a year.
And the run off is precisely

what happened. All the rain
this year has given solid evi-
dence of it.

So much for the wetlands
This issue obviously has not

It looked a lot different 90 years ago, but basically, the Aurora Collis Tannery on Tyler Street, is still
there. Still referred to as Collis Leather, the building has not seen tannery activity since Canada
Packers closed the operation in 1988. Since then the building has been home to a number of private
enterprises. Shown above are some of the many employees who worked at the industry in 1913.

been monitored by either the
Planning Department or the
By-Law department.

Richard Hunter
Aurora

Picture likely from
July 1 parade event
To the editor,

Regarding the picture in
the June 3 edition of the
Auroran, I think you're right
with the assumption that it
was judging at the Canada
Day Parade marshalling
area (bikes in the back-
ground).

Might I suggest a year?
Since Bill and Sandra

Dinsmore are in the picture,
I would hazard a guess at it
being the year that Bill was
chosen as Citizen of the
Year.

I'm sure you can find out
which year that was easily
enough.

I can tell you that it was
prior to the 1977 Canada
Day Parade, as I believe Bill
passed away in January or

February of 1977.
I attended his funeral in

Windsor and my eldest
daughter Michelle was still
a little tyke then.

Hope this helps with your
quest for the year.

Keep up the great work
with the paper.

Mark Holmes
Aurora

Ironic picture location
To the editor,

I couldn't help but
notice the irony in the
June 10 edition of the
Auroran, a colour photo
showing the release of a
half dozen latex bal-
loons into the sky to cel-

ebrate the Aurora
Museum's leave in the
Church Street School
facil i ty juxtaposed
against the appeal for
volunteers to Keep
Aurora Beautiful on June
21.

The 'out of sight, out of

mind' thinking connected
to such a display seems
to be one of the reasons
we need community
awareness to reduce lit-
ter in the first place.

Nancy Vloet
Aurora



AURORAN, Week of June 17, 2003 -  5

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

Mayor’s Report
By Tim Jones 

Letters to the Editor

Partnerships can be a great opportunity to initi-
ate or bring forward projects in municipalities to
meet the needs of future residents.

Examples of these projects include the Rapid
Transit initiative in York Region where a consor-
tium of private and public partners is moving for-
ward with a regional rapid transit plan.   

Other partnerships include developers working
with municipalities to financially front end infras-
tructure servicing to enable municipalities to real-
ize new business opportunities.

Aurora and the Region have entered into many
such partnerships with developers of the current
2B building phase ongoing in Town to get water
and sewer out to Leslie and Wellington.

That will enable State Farm Insurance to commit
to locating and building in Aurora and to open up
the business lands at the 404 and Leslie.

It will also allow other business development to
commence and provide valuable tax assessment
and jobs for Aurora and its residents.

However, partnerships can also be scary to
some, depending on perceptions.

To go into partnership with someone may lead to
the perception that the Town is making a deal that
may include forwarding the partner's best inter-
ests in favour of those of the Town's.

This is why, in any partnership, it is absolutely
necessary that both the Town and the partner be
open and transparent about the terms and of any
expectations that may exist as a result of the part-
nership.

Partnership terms and expectations need to be
identified and written into an agreement prior to
the commencement of the project.

Both sides must approve of that agreement and
the terms made public as allowed under the
Council rules of disclosure.

Recently, I was reminded of statements I made
three years ago dealing with possible partner-
ships that I indicated at the time I was pursuing to
move forward new ice facilities in Town to meet
the growing need for hockey for all ages, for fig-
ure skating and other related users.

Following a presentation to Council from ice
users for new facilities, I indicated that we need-
ed to think outside the box to address these
issues - this includes partnerships.

Partnerships normally start when either the Town
or a representative of the Town, approaches
someone or someone approaches us and we dis-
cuss each other's needs.

If there appears to be the potential of a partner-
ship, staff may be asked to do a preliminary
assessment so that Council could be apprised of
the opportunity with information, (in private as
there are normally i tems of confidential i ty

involved at this stage) and Council would then
determine if it wished to go forward.

If the interest is there, we would then commit
staff to further develop a proposal to ensure that
all is known and on the table. 

A partnership normally involves benefit for both
partners. It is normally during the identification of
what the partners expect that the deal either
moves ahead or stops.   

Unfortunately, in some previous partnership
opportunities I have been involved with, terms
satisfactory to our Town or the partner could not
be agreed upon and the partnerships did not
occur.

As well, it has occurred in the past, members of
council may reject a partnership because of the
perception of being overly influenced by the part-
ner, especially if it is someone who wishes to
develop in our Town.

This is where members of council must be clear
on the terms of the partnership, which should
speak for itself, they must weigh and balance their
personal integrity, honesty and courage against
either perception and/or what is understood to be
to the best advantage of the Town. 

Council approved a partnership with Magna for
the use of their fields for soccer based on a clear
legal agreement.

Following a presentation and recommendation
from the Town's Leisure Services Advisory
Committee, council authorized staff to pursue a
partnership with a developer of property where
seven mini-fields disappeared to housing, howev-
er the developer offered to front end new soccer
facilities.

The disposit ion of these lands has since
changed and this project is no longer possible.   

However the Town now has a partnership with
the new owner to use the seven existing fields.

In a smaller way, the Town publishes a booklet
that outlines several ways that anyone, communi-
ty group, developer, business and individual can
enter into a partnership with the Town to buy a
bench or plant a tree.

Partnerships can be good for Aurora, but some-
times it takes openness, courage and a sense of
self worth and trust in ourselves to move forward
against the potential of negative or contrived per-
ception, with a clear partnership agreement to
make progress in these areas of opportunity for
Aurora. 

* * * *
If you see something in this column that you wish

to respond to, I welcome your comments, either
through the paper, to the Town Hall by mail - Box
1000, Aurora, Ontario, L4G 6J1 or e-mail at
tjones@town.aurora.on.ca

Partnerships:
do they work?

Tories are lost,
reader claims
To the editor,

The Tories have lost
direction.

Since 1995, conflict and
unrest have swept
through our education
and health care institu-
tions.

Hospitals have been
understaffed and schools
have been underfunded.

The poor have been
pushed to the brink of
poverty and several
shelters for abused
women have been
closed.

Overall, taxes were
scheduled to be
reduced; however our
municipal taxes and user
fees have actually
increased significantly. 

We are no further
ahead.  In fact, many of
us are falling behind.

The 'gap' between the
rich and poor continues
to increase in our society
and the Conservatives
now promise a tax
deduction for the parents
who send a child to a pri-
vate school.

This policy is a sham
since the public school
system has been under-
funded by the govern-
ment and it is struggling
to keep up to the
demands of providing a
quality education to our
students.

Recent government
information ads tell us
about how teachers have
"done a good job" by
raising the bar in educa-
tional standards; yet
their democratic right to
strike now faces being
taken away.

The Tories have
become like a twin head-
ed serpent
monster…baiting labour
out of one mouth and

bashing teachers out of
the other mouth.

The recent election
platform policy for senior
citizens to gain a tax
credit, for their share of
municipal tax payments
for education, has now
been shown to be worth-
less.

Seniors' hopes have
been dashed and this
group has now also been
used by the
Conservatives only to
prop up their popularity.

This is really an exam-
ple of 'dirty politics',
nothing else.

The Tories have lost
their direction and are
going off "the road
ahead", nowhere else.

Jim Jackson
Aurora

She has
computer
pieces
to donate
To the editor,

Is there anyone out there
who would like parts of
computers?                       

I know that somewhere
they combine parts, of
which we have many, for
northern schools, other
countries or the underpriv-
ileged and not just for
resale.                              

If there is an organization
or person who does this, I
can be reached at
bothm@aci.on.ca or 905-
841-2725 before 9 p.m.

Margaret Both
Aurora



BOUQUETS to Betty Reid for her letter to the Auroran about
her frustrating year as a volunteer citizen mem-
ber of the Five Year Official Plan Review
Committee and the strong push for development
of the 2C lands, the only undeveloped lands left

in Aurora. What's the matter with green fields? 

BRICKBATS to Aurora Hydro and other public bodies who
continue to send return payment
envelopes to customers who arranged to
have their payment deducted automatical-

ly from their bank accounts. The unwanted envelope is a
waste of money!

BRICKBATS to Aurora staff for recommending a variance to
the town's sign bylaw for Sobey's on
Bayview Ave., which council adopted
without comment, but refused Hakim

Optical a requested variance and the bull on the roof of a
meat market is still a question mark. Where's the consisten-
cy? 

BOUQUETS to members of the Spectrum North Baton Club
on winning seven medals for the club's 10 com-
peting teams at a recent Provincial Baton
Twirling Championship. The Club also had 25
members competing in the individual events

championships and all won medals. 

BRICKBATS to the malicious vandals who threw rocks and
shattered the large front window at the
Humane Society's new building on
Woodbine Avenue in Whitchurch-

Stouffville. Vandalism must be stopped! 

BOUQUETS to Aurora's M & M Meat Shops staff members
and all their customers on raising $2,700 for the
company's nation-wide Charity Barbecue Day.
All stores in Canada raised a total of $1.2 million
for charity.   

BRICKBATS to those at the Aurora Town Hall for the sound
equipment in the council chambers. It's an
embarrassment as citizens appearing with
delegation status are unable to be heard

unless they evict a staff member and use another micro-
phone. Some councillors still forget to turn on their mike.
Spend some money and get a decent system. 

BOUQUETS to former Aurora resident pro golfer Dave
Morland on winning the SAS Carolina Classic,
his first victory in 2003, and picking up $90,000
to make him third on the current Nationwide
money list with $153,122 in winnings.

BRICKBATS to the Eves Progressive Conservative govern-
ment for spending taxpayers' dollars like a
drunken sailor by mailing out, first class, a
letter bragging about their accomplish-

ments and enclosing a copy of the Speech from the Throne.
It's election advertising at the taxpayers' expense!

BOUQUETS to Theatre Aurora for receiving a total of 11
nominations for the productions of the comedy
"Run for Your Wife" and the musical "Guys and
Dolls". A coveted THEA was received as an
Adjudicator's Award for a musical number of rare

brilliance for "Sit Down, You're Rocking the Boat".

BOUQUETS to members of St. Andrew's College newly
formed Green Environmentalists Club (SAGE)
for planting 90 trees in Aurora's Craddock Park,
across Yonge Street from the school. Club mem-
bers aim at helping the historic college become

more environmentally friendly.

BRICKBATS to members of York Regional Council for not
following up on a staff report on a review
of municipal representation on regional
council, which was requested last

December and due by April 30th. It has never been received
or discussed in open council. Where is it? 

6 - AURORAN, Week of June17, 2003

Like a good neighbour,
State Farm is there.

PETER VIRTANEN, CLU
220 Industrial Pkwy S. Unit 37 

(Across from Aurora Hydro) 
Aurora, ON

905-727-8400
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company * Canadian Head Office: Scarborough, Ontario 

By Dick Illingworth

Letters to the Editor

Car show is highlight
of the Street Festival

To the editor,

Sunday, June 1, 2003, up
and dressed in shorts and
golf shirt for our day in the
sun in wonderful downtown
Aurora, our home for more
than 30 years until we
moved away in 1999.

I went out to pick up the
paper…WOW. Forget the
shorts. It was COLD.

So on went blue jeans,
sweat shirt and warm jacket
before we left home. 

The sun was shining
brightly as we picked up
John and Linda and headed
for the Aurora Street
Festival in our '65 Riviera.
For those of you unfamiliar

with the aforementioned
street festival, let me
explain.

Eight years ago, Yonge
Street celebrated its 200th
anniversary and the street
was closed in sections from
Front Street in Toronto up
through North Bay for peo-
ple to party and vend.

Aurora has kept the tradi-
tion alive on their section of
Yonge Street, renting 10
foot spaces along the curb
and inviting local residents
and other people to set up
booths.

There is just about any-
thing you can think of, corn
on the cob, hamburgers,
schnitzel on a bun, hot
dogs, drinks, plus clothing,
art work, sculptors, kids'
games, singers and musi-
cians, stilt walkers, mini-

Some of the nearly 100 autos that entered the Aurora Street Festival's car
show are shown here. The car show has been a successful addition to the
eight-year-old festival for the past three years.

trains and on and on.
Of course, we must not

forget the best part of the
street festival…the CAR
SHOW.

About 100 cars show up
each year for the event,
sponsored and organized
by Gary Nolan of Diamond
Auto Trim, a local uphol-
stery shop in Aurora.

He uses peer judging with
no voting for your own car
and only the car owners
have a vote.

He awards three trophies
based on total votes.

The only name that I rec-

ognized as winning was
Nate Salter with his gor-
geous Plymouth sedan
delivery.

There was a nice selec-
tion of cars, including a
lovely Jensen interceptor -
you do not see many of
those around.

Another rare car was
parked in the show, a
R a m b l e r A m e r i c a n
Scrambler, plus the usual
hot rods and mild customs
along with some vintage
restored cars, too.
For Wendy and me, it was

nice to come back home,

and we were fortunate to
see and speak to many old
friends plus part with some
cash during the day.

But it was COOL and
windy, so thank the Lord for
the bright sunshine.

Congratulations, Aurora,
keep it up.

Keith Horsfall
Alliston

ED. NOTE: Actually,
Festival Chairperson,
Regina Brown, insists
she was responsible for
the bright sunshine  

To the editor,

The second Saturday this
year of the Aurora Farmers'
Market just ended and I am
pleased to report that there
were at least twice as
many people as last week.  
In addition, two more ven-

dors joined the sales force.  
The Farmers’ Market, for

those who do not know, is
held each Saturday morn-
ing from 8 a.m. until 12:30
p.m. in the Temperance
Street Parking lot that can
be accessed by car off
Temperance Street one
block west of Yonge Street
just south of Wellington

Oriental
Diner 
impresses
To the editor,

Took your advice and fol-
lowed the instructions in the
advertisement on Page 2 of
the Auroran last week.

Went to the Oriental Diner
in the Wellington Plaza
(Wellington West and
Haida) for supper Saturday.

I have never tasted better
Chinese food. Helpings
were bountiful and the
prices so low I'm not sur-
prised they can't make a go
of it.
Even if it cost more, I'd still

go back. Hope they survive.

Food lover,
Aurora

mixer@aci.on.ca
905-841-6877

Appointments Available Evenings & Weekends

Computers Cameras

Printers Scanners

Modems Networks

Software &

Hardware

Upgrades

Service Solutions

Sales Resolutions

Troubleshooting

& Training

for York

Region

Providing Solutions & Remote Possibilities

Ted Arsovsky
the

MODEM
MIXER

C A L L T O B O O K

O N - S I T E
A S S E S S M E N T

FREE

Street.                                 
The original idea of having

the Market was to attract
people downtown and with
any profit from the market
we will buy extra garbage
containers or benches to
help improve the downtown
historical area.
If you have not had time to

attend please come at least
once to check out the great
vendors who we have
attracted.           

Also, if you have the time,
walk up to Hillary House or
see the many other histori-
cal homes that Aurora has.   

Perhaps stop at a restau-
rant or one of the many
shops in the area.                

Aurora has a great down-
town that we can all make
better by shopping in
Aurora.

Nigel Kean
Aurora 

Population doubles
at Farmers' Market
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June Sale

50% to
75% off

regular price

Made to measure clothes not on sale. 

P.S. - Don’t forget that we shut down 
Mid July to Mid August for summer break 

June Sale

Inventory Blow out 

BESPOKE TAILORS
15207 YONGE STREET, AURORA

905-841-8147
Hours: Closed Mondays, Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

Appointments for later time to be arranged in advance

Find Out What your 
Home is Worth On-Line 

visit: 

www.QuickOnlineEvaluation.com
ReMax Omega Realty (1988) Ltd.

RENT OR BUY INTEREST FREE

We work on water

...your water care centre
Bob Elliott

Your Personal Water Consultant

SALES • SERVICE • RENTALS
(905) 727-9579 

1-800-268-1290    •    FAX: (905) 727-9579

Ontario Minister of Natural Resources Jerry Ouellette addresses a small
group in the front yard of the Aurora Town Hall Thursday to announce a $1
million investment, along with a similar amount from Ducks Unlimited
Canada, which will benefit Aurora. The money will be used for a series of
wetland interpretation and rehabilitation projects, including an addition to
Aurora's Urban Wildlife Park, located north of Wellington, east of Bayview
Avenue. The land for that park was originally donated to Ducks Unlimited
Canada by Jean and Jim Spring. Auroran photo by Ron Wallace

New residents to learn
of a wider Bathurst St.

Electronic voting system
to be purchased by town

At the last general com-
mittee meeting, Aurora
Council members agreed
to rent rather than pur-
chase election electronic
equipment, even though
staff recommended pur-
chase.

Councillor David Griffith
had pointed out that with
the ongoing advancement
in technology, rental might
be better than purchase to
prevent the equipment
from becoming outdated.

Councillor Ron Wallace
quipped that if the Tories
proceeded with their elec-
tion promise of requiring a

referendum every time a
municipality had to impose
a new tax or increase an
existing tax, the equipment
could be used quite fre-
quently.

When the committee
report came to council last
week, Councillor John West
picked up on the Wallace
comment and recommend-
ed the town purchase the
equipment rather than rent
it.

Wallace noted that he had
received an E-mail item

about a hacker getting into
the voting system and want-
ed some assurance that the
recommended system was
secure.

He was assured by staff
that the system was safe,
as the equipment was not
used for electronic voting,
but for electronic vote tabu-
lation.

The West motion to pur-
chase the equipment was
adopted with Councillors
Kean and Wallace in oppo-
sition.

A 103-lot subdivision
located on 61 acres is cur-
rently under construction at
the northeast corner of St.
John's Sideroad and
Bathurst Street.

The development also
includes two large open
space blocks that will be
conveyed to the town. 

The site is located within
the settlement area of the
Oak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Plan, but as

the application was filed
prior to the adoption of the
legislation, it is exempt from
the Conservation Plan.

The subdivision agree-
ment requires noise attenu-
ation provisions along
Bathurst Street and the St.
John's Sideroad.

Councillor Nigel Kean
expressed concern about
the houses facing Bathurst
Street with the proposed

widening and reconstruc-
tion of Bathurst.

He asked if any provision
had been made to warn
potential purchases of the
future road widening.

When Planning Director
Sue Seibert advised that
she would have to check,
Kean was successful in
gaining council support in
directing staff to ensure that
a warning be included. 

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

• Specializing in decks & fencing 
• Professional Home Improvements & Renovations

Call for FREE ESTIMATE
Tel: (905) 726-3735  Fax: (905) 726-9306

Serving Aurora & Area

The York Region
Ontario Senior Games
wrapped up a success-
ful two weeks of events
Friday morning in
Richmond Hi l l  and
Aurora added to its list
of winners.

In 10 pin bowling
results,  Bea Bikker,
Myrtle Yeo and Mary
Beukeboom, al l  of
Aurora, shared a gold
medal, in competitions
are Pro Bowl in
Richmond Hill.

Meanwhi le, in
Memorial  Park in
S t o u f f v i l l e , A l
Ferguson, Douglas
Shearer and Ol ive
Shearer of Aurora hit a
silver medal finish in
lawn bowling.

Senior Games
produce more
local winners

If you fit into one of these 
categories 

and have not been 
contacted by us,

Please call

905-853-4645

New to the community?
Expecting a baby
at your house?

Newly Engaged?

New Business/
Professional?

A Civic minded
Business interested 

in sponsoring 
Welcome Wagon?
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The Regional Municipality of York

NOTICE OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION CENTRE
ST. JOHN'S SIDEROAD (Y.R. 26) 

YONGE STREET (Y.R. 1) TO BAYVIEW AVENUE (Y.R. 34)

The Regional Municipality of York is proceeding with design improvements to St. John's
Sideroad (Y.R. 26), from Yonge Street (Y.R.1) to Bayview Avenue (Y.R. 34), in accordance with
the recommendations of the Environmental Study Report filed in August 1999 and approved by
the Ministry of the Environment.

The proposed improvements include:

1. Widen and reconstruct St. John's Sideroad from two lanes to a four lane urban sec-
               tion from Yonge Street to Bayview Avenue.

2. Crossing of McKenzie Marsh, including retaining walls.

3. Traffic signalization and partial illumination at intersections

Construction is anticipated to commence in Fall 2003 and be complete in late 2004.

A Public Consultation Centre has been arranged to give members of the public, interested
groups and agencies, the opportunity to provide comments and review the proposed design for
the section of St. John's Sideroad through the McKenzie Marsh.  The Public Consultation
Centre will be held on:

DATE: Tuesday, June 24, 2003

TIME: 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

LOCATION: Town of Aurora
Holland Room
100 John West Way
Aurora, Ontario

Representatives of York Region's Transportation and Works Department, Town of Aurora and
their consultant, R.V. Anderson Associates Limited, will be available at the Public Consultation
Centre to discuss the project and receive your comments.

We welcome any comments you may have about this project.  If you have any questions or are
unable to attend the Public Consultation Centre, and wish to provide comments, please feel
free to contact the following persons.

Mr. Brian Wolf, P.Eng. Mr. John Does, P.Eng.
Project Manager Project Manager

Transportation and Works Department
Regional Municipality of York R.V. Anderson Associates Limited
17250 Yonge Street, P.O. Box 147 400-2001 Sheppard Avenue East
Newmarket, Ontario Toronto, Ontario
L3Y 6Z1 M2J 4Z8
Tel:   (905) 764-6345 x5075 (416) 497-8600 x298
Fax:  (905) 836-4590 (416) 497-0342

York Group Realty, Inc.

GREAT BUNGALOW - GILFORD
Hardwood floors in living & dining areas, new flooring in
kitchen & laundry, fresh paint in many rooms. Close to
marina and an excellent commuter location. $189,900

Let me open new doors for you... Marianne Mulhern, Sales Representative 905-727-1941

CONDO TOWNHOUSE
Bright and spacious 3 bedroom condo townhouse -
Aurora. Excellent location - close to transit and
shopping. 

EXCEPTIONAL CUSTOM HOME
5 bedroom on quiet court - northwest Aurora - professionally
landscaped. Hardwood throughout - extensive use of granite,
marble, crown mouldings. Magnificent master bedroom has
luxurious ensuite & gas fireplace. $999,000

SOLD

SEA KAYAKING 
Please visit 

www.GeorgianBayEscapes.com
or call: 905-841-2739

ONUMENTS BY
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
29 Victoria Street, Aurora L4G 1R1 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

1201-75 Donway West 
North York, Ont. M3C 2E9 
auddis.wong@cartierpartners.ca

Helping you build a realistic and 
attainable retirement portfolio

Auddis Wong, CIM, CFP
Financial Consultant 
Aurora: 905-727-7396
Toronto: 416-510-1565

- Mutual Funds, RSP
-Labour Sponsored Funds 
-GICs, Registered Education Plans, RIFs

Addition to library in the 70s was designed to make the rear of the building
the new front. But it never happened.            Auroran photo by Ron Wallace

Historic "Library Square"
buildings edging on doom

Considerable discussion
has taken place over the
future of the town-owned
buildings in what has
become known as the
Library Square on Victoria
Street.

The buildings include the
historic Church Street
School, the old library build-
ing, the old fire hall and
Victoria Hall.

The future of the Church
Street School is assured as
it is being rehabilitated and a
lease is being arranged with
the Aurora Historical Society
and the Aurora Museum to
have exclusive use of the
building.

The future of the old library
and fire hall is uncertain, as
there are two options under
consideration. One, original-
ly approved by council, is to
convert the old library build-
ing into the Seniors Centre.

Another option, which has
been pushed to the bottom
of the list, is to demolish the
library building and the old
fire hall and construct a 30-
unit seniors' apartment com-
plex with a Seniors Centre
on the bottom two floors. 

No matter what happens
there is a serious shortage
of parking for all facilities.
Omitted from all the discus-

sions is the future of Victoria
Hall and whether it might be
included in the demolition
plans to help provide much
needed parking space,
especially if the apartment
complex was approved.

Victoria Hall was originally
founded as a Disciples
Church in the late 1800s by
Andrew Yule and served as
Aurora's Public Library from
1945 until the new, now the
old, library was opened in
1963 on Victoria Street.

When librarian Marjorie
Andrews and her books
moved into the old church, it
still had a vaulted ceiling,
large baptismal and a stove
that was picturesque but not
very practical. 

There was no plumbing in
the building. Changes came
slowly with a false ceiling, a
washroom and finally a fur-
nace.
On a recommendation from

the Aurora Board of Trade,
Aurora Council agreed to
name the building "Victoria
Hall" at the February 15,
1965, council meeting. 

Councillorsl expressed a
feeling of nostalgia as they
remembered the old Queen,
and as the street was
named Victoria, the selected
name was considered most
suitable.

At that time the council
chambers were located in a
small room at 27 Yonge

Street, so Victoria Hall was
used for public meetings
and election night returns. 
In May, 1968, tenders were

called for an addition to the
old fire hall and a small
addition to the rear of
Victoria Hall as a furnace
room.
By December, 1975, coun-

cil of the day was having
trouble making up its mind
as to what renovations
should be carried out at
Victoria Hal, resulting in a
rumour that the old hall was
to be demolished.

The Aurora Rotary Club
put in a bid for the old build-
ing in June, 1976, as a
means of saving it, if the
town decided it was unwise
to retain.

Victoria Hall still stands
and continues to be well
used by town organizations.

Which brings the town to
the future of the old library
building. While there was
opposition to suggestion the
building be torn down, no
one really remembered how
it got there in the first place.

Enter Rebecca Beaton
with a sheath full of notes
and photocopies.
The library, she said, was a

gift - the only gift - to the
Town of Aurora to celebrate
its 100th anniversary as a
town in 1963.

The event was so big, the
town invited Prime Minister

John Diefenbaker, Leader
of the Opposition Lester B.
Pearson (and a former
Aurora resident) and
Ontario Premier John
Robarts to the official open-
ing. (While all of them
accepted the invitations,
none of them showed up.)

The library was officially
opened by Senator Wallace
McCutcheon, who lived
near Westview Golf Club in
Whitchurch Township.

He performed the task
Friday, July 5, about two
months after the new library
was up and running.
But it was mayor of the day

Keith Nisbet who showed
remarkable foresight for the
structure when he said:
"This building and its con-
tents will never be regret-
ted. This may well be the
nucleus of a civic centre in
Aurora."

In the 70s that concept
was still alive when an addi-
tion to the library was con-
structed with the idea of
turning the building around. 

The rear addition was
designed to become the
front entrance, a plan which
never actually happened.

Critics of the plan to
demolish the building are
quick to point to the "gift"
given to the town 40 years
ago and will continue to
oppose any suggestion the
building be removed.
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No Magic 
No Pills 

No Machines 

Just You 
You. Better ™.

Health Energy & Renewal Solutions

www.hersolutions.ca       905-726-9467
St. Andrew’s Shopping Centre, 2 Orchard Heights Blvd. Unit 25, Aurora

In conjunction with Watson’s Family Karate School

Deep down we all know it. There is no magic potion or magic
wand that will make us fit and trim. We know that if you cre-
ate tasks for your body, it will develop the appropriate muscle
groups to make those tasks easier and burn calories in the
process. But where do you start? The last thing you want is
to walk into a gym full of machines that look like instruments
of torture. You are not there to learn about the gym’s
machines. You want to learn about your own machine, and
make it work better and more efficiently, and look great.

A fitter, trimmer, healthier you.

2 Allaura Blvd., Aurora
905-727-2634 (McDonalds Plaza) 

www.hockshop.com

We’re making some changes!
Due to the success of the store, with our
Payday Advances, Cheque Cashing, 
Sales & Buy-ins, we’ve decided to create a

Larger Retail 
Floor Area
Stop in and meet our new 
Store Manager...

Nick Karvounis
Monday - Friday 9:30 - 9:00  •  Saturday 9:30 - 6:00  •  Sunday 12:00 - 5:00

TWO FOR ONE
Color, Cut & Style “by Sheena”

For you & a Friend*
Plus two FREE

Gifts with this coupon!

265 Edward St.,
Aurora 

905-727-1369

(Coupon Expires 
June 28/03)

✄

*BOTH PEOPLE AT SAME TIME - LONG HAIR EXTRA.

AURORA’S BUSINESS 
SERVICE CENTRE

• Digital Colour 

• Courier Service 

• Laminating & Binding 

• Fax Service

• We print brochures, flyers etc.

14845 Yonge St. Unit 6
Aurora

905-713-1632
Fax: 905-713-1633

mbe73@mbe.ca

Highlight of the school
year is graduation day
held at St. Andrew's
College Friday after-
noon. Above, some of
the 132 graduates
await the event. At left,
student Tomi Jun,
right, cleaned house
with awards, including
a 94.8% average, the
Reeves Art, Chemistry,
E n g l i s h , P h y s i c s
prizes as well as the
Yale University Book
Award and the Louise
M a c d o n a l d S i f t o n
Prize for Mathematics.
Lisa Picerno, head of
Modern Languages,
offers congratulations.

Photos by Tatiana
Mitchell
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The best place to buy ROSES

302 Wellington St. East Unit 6
In Aurora  - 905-841-1635

www.rosarium.ca

WHOLESALE PRICESWHOLESALE PRICES
25 ROSES $30for

25 ROSES $30for
Your 

Diamond 
and 

Wedding Band 
Specialist

Appraisals on Premises

A NEWMARKET TRADITION SINCE 1971
219 Main St. South Newmarket 

905-895-8057
www.knappetts.com

• Lessons • Training • Leasing • Sales• Lessons for the beginner to the      advanced rider on safe school horses & ponies •  Training for the Trillium, “A” circuit, Hunter & Jumper and 3-day. • 60 x 170 indoor area 
• 2 outdoor jumper rings

3125 Vandorf Sdrd., Gormley 
(10 MINUTES EAST OF AURORA, AT WARDEN)

(905) 888-RIDE (7433)
Home of the Eglinton Pony Club

www.kingequestrianclub.com  •  Email: king.equestrian@sympatico.ca

REGISTER NOW
FOR SUMMER DAY CAMP!

Front and centre with dozens of competitors in the dog show portion of the
Aurora Horse Show and Fair, held at Machell Park last week, is main spon-
sor Lenard Lind. He's with Herb Williams of Williams Productions, who put
on the Superdog Show every year.

These judges rate picnics 
Beth Egan and Paul

Chapley, both of Aurora,
judge picnic baskets.
It's not quite as bizarre

as it sounds.
This weekend, the

Gormley Polo Centre,
just south of Aurora, will
be filled to capacity as
the annual Polo for Heart
event gets underway.

Many combine the activ-
ities with a picnic.

They come in cars load-
ed to the sunroof with
tables, chairs, awnings
and tablecloths.  

They come bearing bas-
kets filled with gourmet
goodies and uncork the
finest wines and cham-
pagnes.

They picnic with flare.
Sumptuous picnics are

a tradition at polo match-
es and at the Gormley
Polo Centre, competition
is fierce yet friendly.

While those in the cor-
porate VIP tents on the
south side of the polo
field enjoy fine dining,
families on the north side
of the field try to outdo
each other by staging the
most elaborate picnics to
win favour from judges.

Enter Beth and Paul. 
Picnics are scored on a

point system for aspects
such as creativity, colour
coordination, food and
attire.

First and second place
winners are selected
each of the three days of
the huge fundraising
effort held on behalf of
the Ontario Heart and
Stroke Foundation.

"There is phenomenal
creativity and it's amaz-
ing the lengths to which
people will go," Beth,
who judged the picnics in
2001 with fellow commit-
tee volunteer, Paul, said.
"They bring blankets,

tents, umbrellas and dec-
orations."

The 2001 winning entry
was a Tuscan-style feast,
complete with table,
chairs and mussels, exot-
ic meats and salads.

"The woman brought a
big long table and the
quality of her food and
the entire ambiance was
incredible," Beth added.
"It was just like stepping
into a backyard feast in
northern Italy."

Egan said some people
choose a theme based
on colour, nationality or
an activity such as a fox
hunting. She recalls one
creative group who
mounted an entire black
and white picnic.

"Everything was black
and white, from the table
settings to the clothes
they wore to the dalma-
tian dogs they had," she
recalled. "Even the food
was black and white, with
things like black olives,
white rice and sushi."

"People do go to
extraordinary lengths,"
agreed Val Boultbee,
also of Aurora, who with
her husband, Alex, has
been involved in Polo for
Heart for 20 years.

She has served as a
judge and packed picnics
herself.

"You get people who
stage Great Gatsby-style
picnics that are very ele-
gant. One year, a family
did a British-style picnic
and they came dressed in
costume. They had a
wonderful time with lots
of inspired spirit."

Preparing for a Polo for
Heart outdoor feast is
quite involved, said
Boultbee, as there's more
to it than throwing a cou-
ple of bottles of wine and
sandwiches into a cooler.

For serious participants,
it means bringing English
tea pots, fine china, crys-
tal glasses, linen, silver
candelabra and great sun
umbrellas.

She said she goes more
for function than fashion
when preparing her polo
picnic, packing food that
will "last a long time in
the sun" such as smoked
salmon and brie cheese,
served with spritzers. 

"We set up one year and
just got up our new mar-
ket umbrella when a
storm blew in, picked up
our umbrella and sent it
dive-bombing into a near-
by picnic," she said. "But
the wind blew over, we
retrieved our umbrella
and spent a lovely after-
noon in the country. It's a
casual setting, yet you
feel very elegant."

For those lacking the
time, ambition and/or tal-
ent for an inspired
gourmet picnic luncheon,
the Aurora Lions Club will
be serving up robust
country fare each day,
continuing a tradition that
has spanned the last 22
years at the annual Polo
for Heart tournament.

To date more than $3
million has been raised at
the annual tournament.

Polo for Heart opens
Friday and continues
through the weekend at
the Gormley Polo Centre,
on Leslie St. just south of
the Bloomington
Sideroad.

Game time each day is
noon and 1:30 pm.
General admission is $10
per person with children
12 and under free.
Parking is included.

Gates open to the pub-
lic at 10:30 a.m. and
close at 4:30 p.m. all
three days.

Diggers lose tourney
but dump Barrie 17-2

The Aurora Novice
Diggers travelled to
Barrie last weekend to
participate in their third
baseball tournament of
the season evenly split-
ting four games, but it
wasn't enough to get
them to the medal podi-
um.                              

The team got off to a
good start defeating
Newmarket 8-6 in a tight
match after they
breezed to a five-run
lead in the opening
frame.                           

Newmarket battled
back in the second with
three runs to tighten the
score.

In the top of the fourth
Aurora exploded for
three more runs with
Amanda Piron, Jenn
Kates and Alyson
Murphy each crossing
the plate to ensure the
win.

Offensively Piron,
Alyson Murphy and
L a r i s a W e i s s b e r g e r
each went two for two at
the plate for the Aurora
win.                              

Defensively, Chelsae
Lumley pitched the win
with six strikeouts,
allowing four walks and
giving up six hits.

Game two, the wheels
fell off as Aurora lost to
Leaside 11-0.

In Game Three Aurora
doubled St. Catharines
10-5.                            

Kathryn Cribbett and
Amanda Piron led the
Aurora bats with two hits
each while Jenn Kates,
Alyson Murphy, Larisa
Weissberger, Hayley
Davies and Jamie Doige
each contributed singles
to the winning effort.       

Defensively, Chelsae
Lumley pitched the win
with six strikeouts,
allowing three walks and
giving up seven hits.

In their final game of
the tournament Aurora
met Guelph who later in
the day won the Silver
medal. Guelph took an
early lead by scoring two
in the first inning.

Aurora rallied and tied
the game in the bottom
of the second.                

The third inning was
rough for Aurora as the
team gave up six runs.     
Aurora got back three of

them as Kaylee
M c D o n a l d , A m a n d a
P i r o n  a n d  J e s s i c a
Murray crossed the
plate.                            

In the fourth Guelph
took extended the score
to 9-5.                           

It wasn't until the fifth
inning that Aurora got
on a roll.

Guelph added two runs
before Kaylee McDonald
drove in two runs then
Amanda Piron with a
triple drove in two more
to bring the score 
to 11-9.                          

Amanda Piron led the

Aurora bats going three
for three with a single,
double and a triple. 

In league play, Aurora
improved their record to
3-1-1 defeating Barrie
17-2.                            

Kaylee McDonald led
the Aurora bats with four
hits, Mandy Ince went
three for five and Jessica
Murray went two for four. 

Defensively, McDonald
pitched the win going
four innings with seven
strikeouts, allowing no
walks and giving up only
one hit.                         

Chelsae Lumley, in
relief, pitched three
innings with four strike-
outs, no walks and gave
up three hits.                 

Mandy Ince, in right
field, had a great game
catching two pop flies
that extinguished a
Barrie rally in the fifth
inning. Kathryn Cribbett
at third base shut down
all bunting attempts by
Barrie by throwing four
batters out at first base.

Jaguar Gymnastics

6 Vata Court, Unit 6 & 7 (off Edward) 2 blocks east of Yonge, AURORA905 841 7598

SUMMER CAMPS 
SUMMER CLASSES

ADVANCED TRAINING JULY 7TH - AUGUST 1ST

GREAT FOR GYMNASTS 
DANCERS AND CHEERLEADERS 

Parent and tot classes, recreational, special needs program,
pre-competitive, competitive, adult programs, 

and birthday parties. 
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Congratulations Heather!

Heather Stewart of Aurora 
Won The Gift Basket Valued at $300.00 

From Mac Fleming Paint & Wallpaper
15216 Yonge St.  Aurora  905-727-8161

Rumours & Rumblings

When the Bathurst bridge was made of wood
Motorists using Bathurst Street north of Bloomington

Road are used to whizzing along on the reconstructed
roadway, which was officially opened in September,
1981.

They may not even realize they are crossing the CN
tracks via an overpass.

Oldtimers will remember when the overpass was a one-
lane wooden structure set at an angle in the roadway so
that you crossed the tracks at a right angle.

It was a hair-raising feature and for more than half a
century was the source of almost annual unexpected
excursions by motorists into nearby fields.

The road took an abrupt swing at the northern end of
the bridge and some motorists failed to make it. 

It was replaced in the late 1950s or early 1960s at a
cost of about $161,000 with approximately half being
paid for from the Railway Grade Crossing Fund with King
Township putting up $70,000.

That was before regional government and both sides of
the roadway, then known as the Second of King, was in
the township.

Now Bathurst is Aurora's western boundary.

BUCK DUMPED FROM POLICE BOARD

After a long career in Aurora politics as the last Reeve
of Aurora in the former county system and the first lady
Mayor, Evelyn Buck accepted the NDP nomination in the
1988 federal election and was defeated.

In 1992, she was appointed by the Bob Rae NDP gov-
ernment to the York Regional Police Services Board for
a two-year term and in January, 1994, was named vice-
chairman of the board.

It came as a surprise in July, 1994, when the Solicitor
General's office advised her that she would not be re-
appointed in spite of a request from the board for her re-
appointment.

Ministry officials said they wanted the all-white board to
be more representative of the community. Buck didn't
buy the ministry explanation, claiming she was dumped
because she wouldn't toe the party line.

This was borne out with the appointment of Steve
Pliakes, an NDP supporter and former candidate, to the
board to replace Buck. With his appointment, the five-
member board had four residents from Whitchurch-
Stouffville as members.

WHEN THE POLICE RAN OUT OF TICKETS

This should be a Ripley Believe It Or Not! In January,
1995, bad drivers in York Region, who normally would
have been ticketed got off with a warning, because traf-
fic officers didn't have enough tickets.

It seems the provincial Solicitor General Ministry sent
out a new batch of tickets but York Region Police didn't
receive nearly enough and officers saved the tickets they
had for more serious offences until a new supply arrived.

It seems the government bureaucracy lacked foresight
over the holiday season and not enough tickets for
provincial offences were printed.

When the ministry introduced the new tickets on
January 1, 1995, York Region received enough to supply
each traffic officer with only two tickets.

TRYING TO REMEMBER AN AURORA EATERY

Sometime around 1996 a restaurant named Tora
Ristorante Trattoria was operated by Alex Sipsis and his
wife Athena in a small strip plaza on Yonge Street in
South Aurora. 

It was said to present comfortable surroundings and a
friendly atmosphere serving tempting Mediterranean
food, including both Greek and Italian influences, and
that patrons should save room for tasty desserts.

Does anybody remember the Tora Ristorante restau-
rant, where it was located and what happened to it or
was a figment of a restaurant lover's imagination?

A MUSIC HALL IN AURORA

During the 1980s Theatre Aurora closed the theatrical

season with a production of a traditional Music Hall fea-
turing music, songs and patter by the master of cere-
monies formally dressed and wearing the traditional
white gloves.

For all Music Halls, the seats at the Factory Theatre
were removed and it was set up cabaret seating with
tables for four to six. The bar was open and it was just
like a high-class nightclub.

Some were a variety show and others had a theme.
One year it was a nostalgic trip down memory lane with
the songs and music of George Gershwin and Cole
Porter.

There was a cast of five males and five females, some
veteran Theatre Aurora performers and some newcom-
ers.

Veteran performers included Ross Bayley, Norma
Busby, Barry Flynn, Cliff Copeland and Jo-anne Spitzer.

Newcomers were Janis DePellegrin, Danielle Dury,
Janet Flynn, Mary Ridgley, Mike Walsh, and Dan
Fraleigh. Too bad they were discontinued.  

TALENTED YOUTH WANTED!
Aurora Children’s

& Youth Fair
Showcasing our Community 

& Showcasing our talent
Why?

To provide opportunity, and showcase 
the talents of youth in Aurora

Who?
All youth aged 13 and up wanting to:

Send in demo tapes with top six musical 
entries selected to perform their music in 

the Aurora Town Park Bandshell

Submit, display and potentially sell their 
graphics, photographic, fine art or fabric 
art as part of a juried art show for youth

Perform interactive science experiments

As elite athletes, participate in an interactive 
display of fitness testing, training regimens, 
nutrition, and sponsor support for their sport

Saturday
August

16th

• FOOD
• CONTESTS

• GAMES

STUDENT 
VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED
Call Aurora Volunteer Centre 

905-727-3123 ext.103

Aurora 
Town 
Park

(East of Wells Street School)

JURIED ART
SHOW

FOR YOUNG 
ARTISTS

• Graphics
• Photography
• Fine Art 
• Fabric Art 

Perform science experiments, meet and talk with elite young athletes including 
world champions, and young musicians at the bandshell.

Call Info Aurora to reserve your spot and watch the AURORAN “Coming Events” for details.

(905) 727-8241

✓

✓

✓

✓
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Italian Restaurant

Purchase any dinner entrée at reg. price & receive another
dinnerentrée of equal or lesser value for FREE

15150 Yonge St., Aurora 
(across from the Aurora Library)(905) 751-0986  

FFFFRRRREEEEEEEE
DINNER
ENTREE

Open Tuesday thru Sunday from 5:30

on Yonge

Maximum value $20.00. Valid towards dinner. Dine in only. Not valid
on Friday or Saturday, holidays or special dates. Valid only with this ad. 

* Expires June 29/03

Watson’s Family 
Karate School

40 Engelhard Dr., Unit #9
Aurora 905-727-7144

TRIAL PROGRAM

www.watsonsfamilykarate.com

PARTNERED WITH H.E.R.S. FITNESS (905)726-9467

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home
29 Victoria St., Aurora

Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037
Directors:

Brent Forrester - Jacqueline Baak - Don Boswell - Gena Maher - Taylor Brown 

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

Having your cake and eating it, too, became a
reality for Cheryl Walker last week as her store,
Oakridge Outfitters in the Aurora Shopping
Centre, celebrated its fifth anniversary. Helping
with the celebration is Aurora Mayor Tim Jones.

New Sobey sign
is above roofline

Without comment or
debate, Aurora Council
adopted a staff recommen-
dation granting Sobey's on
Bayview Avenue a variance
to the town's sign bylaw.

Councillor Evelina
MacEachern had asked
that the item be lifted for
debate, but left the meeting
prior to it being introduced.

The variance will permit
the installation of a new
image signage on the
south and east side of the
store.

This will permit a maxi-
mum of approximately 47
square metres in sign area
on any one wall and permit
the proposed sign to pro-
ject above the roofline,
which exceeds the current
bylaw.

The bylaw regulates the
size of wall signs and
restricts total signage to 19
square metres or 20 per
cent of the total area of the
wall whichever is greater.

While the request
exceeds the 19 square
metres, it is less than 10
per cent of the overall wall
area on the south wall.

It was also noted that
while the sign extends 1.2
metres above the roof, con-
trary to the bylaw, a prece-

dent was set when approval
was given to Home Depot
on Bayview Avenue.

Aurora Minor
Baseball results

Mite (CoEd)

June 3 - Richmond Hill 4 - 12 Aurora 3 - 8
Oak Ridges 1 - 13 Richmond Hill  2 - 7
Oak Ridges 2 - 12 Richmond Hill  3 - 11
Richmond Hill 1 - 13 Aurora 1 - 12
Richmond Hill 5 - 9 Aurora 2 - 8

June 5 -  Aurora 1 - 14 Oak Ridges 1 - 7

Standings  

W     L T For   Against  Pts.

Little Caesars                     1      0 0 12 8    2
Remington Medical    1      0  0 13   12    2
Bero's Tire & Auto     1      0 0  12  11    2
XNO3 Design               1      0 0 9   8     2
Colt Creek Driving     1      1 0 26 20  2
Toronto Star                 1      1 0 20  21  2
York Pediatric             0      1  0 11 12  0
Aurora Canadian Tire   0      1  0  8    9   0
Greenham's Distinctive   0      1  0        8  12 0
Novex Pharma        0      1 0        7  13  0

Squirt  (CoEd)

June 2 -  Richmond Hill 5 - 10 Richmond Hill 1 -  4
June 5 -  Richmond Hill 1 - 19 Aurora -  6

Richmond Hill 2 - 17 Oak Ridges -  1
Richmond Hill 3 - 16 Richmond Hill 5 -  12
Richmond Hill 4 - 14 Richmond Hill 6 -  6

Standings   

W       L T For    Against      Pts.

Richvale Lioness               1      0      0      17   1  2
LowePro                             1      0      0      14   6  2
Al's Home Renovations      1      0      0      16   12  2
Fabricland                         1      1      0      23  16 2
Powell Plumbing                 1      1      0      22  20 2
WWW.RHMBA.CA 0      1      0       6   14 0
Aurora Home Hardware      0      1      0       6  19 0
Nolan's Transmission          0      1      0       1   17 0

Squirt (Co-Ed)

June 9 - LowePro (RH4) - 13 Aurora Home Hardware     - 13

Rookie

June  9 - Clearmeadow Camp (N2) - 12 Casey Transport (A1)  - 9
June 10 - Casey Transport (A1) - 18 Royal LePage (K1) - 13
June 11 - Shoppers Drug Mart (Bradford) - 8 Aurora Jays (A2) - 6
June 12 - Casey Transport (A1) - 17 Pet Paradise (N1) - 13

Mosquito

June  9 - Bradford Lions Club (B1) - 14 Aurora Cable Internet (A1) - 7
June 11 - Dr. Orschel's Drillers (A1) - 14 Kettle Chips (K1) - 10

Peewee

June  9 - Young Drivers of Canada (N6) - 19 Nature's Emporium (A2) - 7
June 11 - Shoppers Drug Mart (N5) - 9 Nature's Emporium (A2) - 7

Midget/Juvenile 
June  9 - Aurora Men's Slo-Pitch League - 15 Silva Custom Furniture
(N2) - 1

Ladies Ball Hockey League
Standings as of June 1

Team GP W L T GF GA PTS

Charley Fitzwhiskey's 7 6 0 1 24 2 13
Tom & Jerry's 7 5 0 2 39 6    12
Arborvalley 7 5 1 1 30 5            11
Jersey's Bar & Grill 7 4 3 0 26 14 8
Purple Pigs                  7 3 4 0 13 15          6
Soberman 7 2 5 0 7 33 4
Fairlanes 7 0* 7 0 1 32            0
Canadian Tire 7 0* 7 0 0 35       0

*Defaulted Games

Put a smile on your feet!

Earn FREE shoes! Join our Kid’s Shoe Club!

SHOES
Est. 1970

Experience the difference. At Omars, we stress the importance of fit and top service for you and your children. 
Our store is highly recommended by the medical profession for fitting orthotics and comfort shoes

14800 Yonge Street
Aurora Shopping Centre (905) 727-9391

CAPE MAY

CALL FOR HOURS 220 INDUSTRIAL PKWY., S., AURORA 905r841-2832

FAN  MAN  SAVES  YOU  MONEY!
Let us light up your life with a

• Table Lamp 
• Floor Lamp 
• Ceiling Fixture 
• Out Door Lights

GGRREEAATT
SSEELLEECCTTIIOONN

GGRREEAATT
PPRRIICCIINNGG
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CRIMINAL
DEFENCE

BAIL

WILLS,
ESTATES

REAL
ESTATE

YOUNG 
OFFENDERS

Susan E. Tucker 
Lawyer & Notary Public

905 727-7775
FAMILY

LAW

Financial advice 
comes disguised 
in a new novel

By CHRISTINE WOODLEY

Robert Gignac's new book,
Rich is a State of Mind,
offers no nonsense financial
advice, delivered through a
fascinating fictional friend-
ship between a wisely
eccentric man and his per-
sonal financial advisor.

And, since the book was
co-authored by Gignac's
own financial advisor,
Michael Townshend, the
personal parallels add a
human touch that was done
by design.

"We wanted this book to
appeal to people who
wouldn't ordinarily pick up a
financial book," Gignac,
who lives in Aurora,
explained.

To accomplish this, the
authors craft a story that
melds fiction with non-fic-
tional financial basics.

Richard, the client, and
John, his advisor, meet
monthly to offer advice to
Richard's 20-something
niece and nephew.
Each meeting covers a key

financial topic, including
taxation, savings and the
joys of compound interest
(dubbed "the eighth wonder
of the world" by the group).

While readers become
absorbed by the characters
and their meetings, they are
introduced to a series of
lessons to help manage
their own money and lives.

And, while money is the
focus, it's not the only mes-
sage. 

The book adds a soulful
dimension as it explores the
concepts of the legacies left
behind, what "rich" means
to different people, and the
importance of goal setting.

Gignac, who is a personal
development coach who
works with companies and
individuals, was inspired to
write the book after he and
his wife took four months in
1999 to travel around North
America.

"I realized that this sort of
freedom was out of reach
for most people.  People
kept asking us, 'how can
you do it?'  and the answer
was 'why not?'.  It just takes
planning and a personal
financial strategy," he said.

Gignac and Townshend
took the project from con-
ception to publication in just
19 months.

Robert Gignac

Jane Graves and Nance
Allen-Dean from Aurora repre-
sented the Bahá'ís of electoral
unit #37 at the annual National
Convention of the Bahá'í
Community of Canada in
M o n t r e a l r e c e n t l y .

They joined 170 other Bahá'í
delegates from across Canada
to elect the Bahá'ís' national
executive, the National Spiritual
Assembly, and to consult on
matters of national interest to
t h e c o m m u n i t y .

Graves noted the convention
elected nine members to the
national governing body.

Included are Karen McKye,
Judy Filson, Husayn Banani,
Mark Wedge, Gordon Naylor,
Enayat Rawhani, Susanne
Tamás, Susan Lyons, and
D o n a l d R o g e r s .

Elected once each year, the
171 delegates represent more
than 20,000 Bahá'ís residing in
more than 1,700 localities
a c r o s s C a n a d a

The Bahá'í Community of
Canada was first established in
1898, with the National Spiritual
Assembly of the Bahá'ís of
Canada first elected in 1948,
and incorporated by an Act of
the Canadian Parliament in
1949.  

Two attend
Montreal
convention

History of Magna in Aurora
had several rocky moments

It was September 7, 1993,
when former Ontario Premier
Bill Davis, a director of Magna
International, presented plans
for a corporate headquarters in
Aurora.

He told council members the
$200 million project was the
opportunity of a lifetime. 
The plans included a new cor-

porate headquarters, a
research and product develop-
ment facility, education centre
and residential and recreation-
al uses. 

But planning for the complex
started six months earlier
when Magna officials met with
Ministry of Municipal Affairs
staff to discuss Aurora's official
plan without the knowledge of
Mayor John West or council
members.
The ministry took the unusual

step of referring the proposed
Magna development to the
Ontario Municipal Board
before council had an opportu-
nity to consider the proposal.

By November, planning staff
had received the last of the
information required from
Magna in order to prepare a
report for council and a public
meeting as required by the
Planning Act.

The public meeting was held
March 28, 1994, and the pro-
posal received considerable
public support.

In spite of the fact the pro-
posed development was out-
side the town's urban bound-
ary, then located at Bayview
Avenue, council approved the
proposal, with the exception of
the housing component.

Davis said Aurora had been
selected, as it was located cen-
trally in the region and 20 miles
north of Toronto. It combined
industry's strategic require-
ments for access to markets
and labour within a community
known for its small town
charm, scenic features, quality
housing, and recreational facil-
ities.

Magna had strong historical
ties with York Region and it
was the region's largest private
employer. More than half of the
14,000 persons employed by
Magna worked in York.
Aheadquarters in Aurora was

said to be central to these
plants. The other facilities
being proposed were
designed to support the exist-
ing plants and labour force by
providing ongoing training and
research and product develop-
ment necessary to maintain
the competitiveness of the
company.

With more than 750 acres
under the ownership of
Magna, or founder Frank
Stronach, the size of the land
parcel allowed for planning a
total community.

The site was bounded by
Wellington Street on the north,
Bayview Avenue on the west,
Leslie Street on the east with
the southern boundary defined
by the rear lot lines of the large
residential estates on the
Vandorf Sideroad.

The property contained the
Stronach home, an enclosed
track and stables surrounded
by paddocks, ponds and land-
scaping.

The project had eight major
components. The corporate
headquarters consisted of the
head office building overlook-
ing a pond and the Stronach
farm, surrounded by a
research and development
centre, educational centre,
medical clinic and sites for two
or three plants.

A world class championship
calibre 18-hole golf course suit-
able for use by Magna would
be located southeast of the
headquarters. Frontage on
Wellington Street was reserved
for mixed-use buildings includ-
ing a gateway feature, offices
and light industrial uses.

West of the headquarters a
complex for senior citizens was
planned and to the west of the
Stronach farm a residential
enclave of executive homes in
both detached and clustered
form on municipal services
would be owned and operated
as a condominium.
In the southwest quadrant the

existing private open space
and valley lands associated
with the Holland River would be
connected to the upland forest
in the south central part of the
property through two corridors.

A seven-acre parcel of land
was to be donated to the
municipality for the construction
of a non-profit, community
recreation centre in the north-
east quadrant to meet Aurora's
growing need for an ice surface
and other leisure activities, plus
a donation of $200,000

towards construction of the
facility.

The proposal noted that
Aurora would enjoy many ben-
efits from the Magna Head
Office development, including
an enhanced profile as a lead-
ing centre in attracting other
industries. 

The Magna facilities would
generate direct employment for
700 to 1,000 people and add
approximately $1 million a year
for the town, region and school
boards in property taxes.

Later in November, 1998,
M a g n a I n t e r n a t i o n a l
announced it was planning to
build an arts and entertainment
centre adjacent to the corpo-
rate headquarters with limited
access for the public to the 
facility.

The design included an 800-
seat auditorium and an
Olympic-sized swimming pool,
plus a 9,500 square foot ban-
quet hall and a fully equipped
health club.

But long before the corporate
headquarters was proposed,
Magna had a presence in
Aurora with a production facility
on an eight-acre site on
Industrial Parkway North.

The 75,800 square foot plant
manufactured plastic automo-
bile bumpers and other plastic
components for cars. It opened
in January, 1985, with half the
plant for production and the
remainder for warehousing.

Negotiations between
Stronach and the town have
been controversial over the

years. In January, 1986, town
officials and a construction firm
hired by Stronach to build two
residential units on his farm
clashed.

Stronach had applied for a
rezoning to permit the building
of a barrack block and several
homes to be built on the 
property to accommodate
farmhands for his thoroughbred
horse farm.

When town building officials
visited the site to make sure the
proper notices had been post-
ed regarding the rezoning hear-
ings, they discovered two resi-
dential buildings already being
constructed.
A stop work order was issued

immediately as a request to
build the two houses had been
previously rejected by council.
This resulted in a request to
build two farm buildings and
this was also rejected as the
designs were obviously for res-
idential use.

On receipt of the stop work
order, the Stronach building
consultant requested the con-
tractors be allowed to close in
the buildings for the winter and
to install temporary heating.

In spite of strong arguments
by Councillors Evelyn Buck and
Richard Barker that a stop work
order was a stop work order,
council agreed to the request.
That was just the start of many

more controversial develop-
ment disputes between town
officials and Magna consultants
and planners as the proposed
development proceeded.

visit: 
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Southlake introduces
'Be A Hero' program

Newmarket's Southlake
Regional Health Centre
has embarked on a $149
million expansion and
redevelopment project to
meet the needs of its
growing communities,
including Aurora. 

While the hospital looks a
bit like a war zone these
days, the project will not
only increase the bed
capacity and floor space,
but patients and family
members will benefit from
the state-of-the-art devel-
opment project. 

There will be new space
for all programs, particu-
larly regional centres in
child and adolescent men-
tal health, paediatric and
prenatal care, cardiac care
and emergency services.

The Southlake Regional
Health Centre Foundation
is committed to raising $15
million for the purchase of
patient care equipment to

support the hospital
expansion, and to-date
has raised two-thirds of its
goal.

As part of the program,
the Foundation recently
launched its "Be A Hero for
Southlake" Community
Campaign.

The year-long campaign
is designed to elicit sup-
port from all areas of the
community, ranging from
schools and service clubs
to businesses and families
to raise the remaining $4.5
million.

Well known people from
various communities
served by the hospital,
including the Auroran's
Dick Illingworth, were invit-
ed by the Foundation to be
photographed for "Be A
Hero Poster".

Copies of the poster with
room to advertise events
are available from the
Foundation office.

At the launch of the
poster and the campaign
in Newmarket several
community groups and
individuals participated,
including eight students
from Highview Public
School, headed by Janine
Fernandes, who enter-
tained the audience with
an original song and con-
tributed a donation of pen-
nies they had collected
from fellow students.

Omar Khamissa, a long
time supporter of the hos-
pital, was in the audience
in support of the cam-
paign. Abbottsford Animal
Hospital had a display of
exotic pets, which cap-
tured the attention of those
attending.

If you are planning a
community event to assist
in the campaign call the
Foundation office at 905-
836-7333 to receive an
information kit.

A couple of heroes, Omar Khamissa and Dick Illingworth, (top photo) pose
with the "Be A Hero" poster at ceremonies in Newmarket. Below, eight stu-
dents from Aurora's Highview Public School, with leader Janine Fernandes
on extreme right, entertained the crowd.

Individual has no power
once elected to council

One of the more difficult
things a member of
council has to learn,
especially a newly-elect-
ed councillor, is that an
individual member of
council has little more
power than he or she
enjoyed prior to the elec-
tion

It is only council acting
as a corporate body that
has that power, and even
at that, councils are limit-
ed in their powers to that
granted by the province.   

Municipalities are truly
creatures of the province
because if the province
doesn't say so, munici-
palities are unable to do
anything on their own.

Aurora is no exception.
Even the mayor of the

municipality has limited
powers.

The Municipal Act pro-
vides some poorly
defined statutory respon-
sibilities, and unless
council specifically
approves the delegation
of certain duties and
responsibilities to the
head of council, the
mayor has no authority to
act without council's
approval.

This can often result in
friction between staff and
council members,
although both groups are
working for the good of
the municipality.

There is a need for the
responsibilities of both
staff and council mem-
bers to be clearly
defined.

Unless that's the case,
there is a tendency for
each to intrude into the
other's territory. Some
council members want to
be administrators, and
some staff members
want to be decision-mak-
ers and set policy.

The normal and sim-
plest division of respon-
sibilities is that council
members set policies

and staff administer and/or
implement the policies. 

This shared responsibility
is easier to state than
observe in practice.

With the growing com-
plexity of municipal opera-
tions, there is a concern
on the part of some coun-
cil members that staff is
dominating the policy-
making process, making
members of council merely
rubber stamps, who
approve what staff puts in
front of them.

At the same time, some
members of council, acting
on their own, were becom-
ing too involved in the
administrative activities of
the municipality, creating
confusion among the staff
as to who was responsible
for what.

With the need to get re-
elected, some members of
council tend to take a
short-term view and are
more sensitive to public
opinion, whereas staff take
a long-range view, and
stick to policy issues, as
approved by council.

Trying to help a con-
stituent get a favourable
response from staff for
something that isn't cov-
ered by a council policy, a
councillor often tries to pull
rank resulting in a further
deterioration of the coun-
cillor/staff relationship.     

In December, 1995,
Aurora Council adopted a
set of corporate values,
applicable to members of
council and staff.

These values form a

commitment among staff
and council members to
work together to protect
and enrich the quality of
life for all citizens.

The values focussed on
quality service, being cus-
tomer friendly, constantly
being good ambassadors
for the town, and using
good common sense and
judgement.

Both members of council
and staff are encouraged
to develop a strong work-
ing relationship, treat each
other with trust and
respect and openness and
honesty in dealing with
each other in the spirit of
teamwork.

Office politics and gossip
were discouraged as being
counter-productive.

Managers are encour-
aged to communicate, be
good coaches, appreciate
and recognize good per-
formance, provide feed-
back and understand the
importance of obtaining
staff input and advice.

Council members recog-
nized the need to provide
all staff with education and
training opportunities to
improve their skills.

Staff was encouraged to
create and maintain a
safe, productive work envi-
ronment, to inject a posi-
tive attitude, and be cre-
ative, and resourceful.

The results are for the
electorate to decide, as
they can vote for or
against members of coun-
cil, but they have no say in
the appointment of staff. 

• 100’s of Unique Lighting Ideas 
•  Wholesale Prices 
•  Lamps and Lampshades 

15570 Yonge St., Aurora 
905-727-7347

THE LIGHT SPOT

STORE HOURS
Mon.-Thurs 10 am - 6 pm

Fri. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sat. 10 am - 5 pm 

AURORA’S NO.1 LIGHTING STORE
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8 5 0  S Q .  F T .
S E C O N D F L O O R ,
downtown Aurora. Available
now. Call: 905-727-4073

P R O F E S S I O N A L
HUSBAND to do elec-
trical, plumbing, car-
pentry, painting, etc.,
references available.
Call Brad at 905-727-
3397.

CARPET - I have sev-
eral thousand yards
of new Stainmaster
and 100% Olefin car-
pet. I will carpet your
living room & hall for
$389. Price includes
carpet, pad and
installation (30 square
yards) Steve 905-
898-0127

NATURAL GAS
FIREPLACE COM-
PONENTS - including
two glass fireplace
doors and decorative
logs. Best offer call
Ron: 905-727-3300

USED BOOKS for
sale - the only used
book store in Aurora
75 Mary St. Unit. 3

LIVING
WATER 

CHURCH
1260 Journey’s End Circle,

Newmarket 
(905)-895-9991

SUNDAY 10:30 & 18:30 
Wednesday 19:30

We are a Pentecostal Church 
affiliated with AFCM, Canada

CORE AERATION
Helps your lawn to
breath. Other services.
fertilizer weed/grub-
control. 905-841-8965
Lawns-We-Do

WILSON DEEP RED
IRONS - 2 SW,
weeks  o ld .  New
$1000. Asking $750
905-841-3925

*Put your LAWN/GARAGE SALE on the AURORAN MAP again this year!
Just call with the date, time, street address & nearest intersection. PLEASE CALL THIS SPECIAL NUMBER TO BOOK YOUR SPOT: 905-727-7128

*FREE to Aurora residents only. Information can be submitted up to Sunday 3:30 pm for Tuesday publication.

T O P L A C E A N A D V E R T I S E M E N T I N T H E C L A S S I F I E D S C A L L :  9 0 5 - 7 2 7 - 7 1 2 8  O R F A X T O :  9 0 5 - 7 2 7 - 2 6 2 0

C L A S S I F I E D S C L A S S I F I E D S C L A S S I F I E D S C L A S S I F I E D S C L A S S I F I E D S C L A S S I F I E D S

FREEFREE

5TH IN THE SERIES –
HARRY POTTER and
the Order of the Phoenix
-  will be available June
21. Order your copy in
advance by calling 905-
727-3300

LAWN CARE

GOLF CLUBS FOR SALE

AUCTION

OFFICE SPACE

HANDYMAN

PLACE OF WORSHIP

NEW BOOK

LAWN/GARAGE
SALES THIS WEEK
NOTE: STEMMLE DR.SALE 
HAS BEEN CANCELLED

SATURDAY JUNE 21
1)  240 McClellany Way Highview P.S.

8 - 1
2) 84 Spruce St. 8 - 2
3) 89 Spruce St. 8 - noon 
4) Wyatt Lane Street Sale  8 - noon 
5) Sisman Avenue Street Sale 8 - noon 
6) Tecumseh Multi-Family Sale 9 - 2
7) Hodgkinson/Treegrove Cres./Willow 

Farm Lane  8 - 2
8) 368 Stone Rd. 8 - 2
9) 207/211 Stone Rd. 8:30 - noon 

10) Hollandview Trail Street Sale 8 - 
11) 57 Davis Rd. 8 - 1
12) 2 Hammond Dr. 8 - 1
13) 8 Oden Cres. 8:30 - 1
14) 23 McLeod   8 - noon 

SATURDAY JUNE 28
15) 21 Trillium Dr. 7:30 - 2

REAL E-MAIL your-
name@auroraemail.ca
50 megs, web based, no
spam, virus protection
World E Post 
905-726-1242 $25.00 
private address - never
sold to marketing 
companies end.

E-MAIL

FOR SALE 

FOR SALEHELP WANTED
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TRADE-IN FURNITURE

Classifieds: 905 -727-7128

Hi Book your spot 
for next week NOW!
Call: 905-727-7128

AUCTION SALE
Monday June 23, 2003 - 6 p.m. 

POTTAGEVILLE COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Hwy 400 to Lloydtown/Aurora Rd. west 3.2 km to the 7th concession, 

then south to Hall  Watch for Signs
To include: Furniture, Glass, China, Silver, Coins, Camera Equipment,

Collectibles & Misc. Items. 
PREVIEW: 5:00 p.m. Day of Sale.

TERMS: Cash or Cheque w/identification
AUCTIONEER DAVID BEASLEY, ICCA, CPPA

Phone/Fax (905)727-6585
Full Details At: www.auctionsfind.com/beasley

e-mail: cbeasley@aci.on.ca

G R A S S C U T T I N G ,  
s o d  r e p l a c e m e n t
& w e e d c o n t r o l .
Ryan’s Lawn Care Call
Mark 905-953-8388

TRADE-IN FURNITURE
Sofa & Loveseat $100;
G l i d e r R o c k e r
$95;Sofabed $125; 5
Piece Dinette $195;
Entertainment Centre
$135; Marble Coffee
Table $150; Many more
items available. D-mac
F u r n i t u r e , A u r o r a  
905-727-6403 or 877-
663-6626

JOB WANTED 

E X P E R I E N C E D
OFFICE ADMINIS-
TRATOR with
advanced computer
skills. Seeks p/t office
position. Call Carole
905-853-9524

Celebrating 50 years of 
Love and Laughter 

Jim & Shirley Irvine
June 20, 2003

Congratulations, with love from the entire family!

EXPERIENCED 
SALES ASSOCIATE 

WANTED
To fill fulltime position 

with the worlds leader in 
business support services.

Are you personable 
and outgoing? 
Have excellent 

customer service skills?
Have above average 

computer skills? 
Fax resume to 905-713-1633
or email to mbe73@mbe.ca

PERSONAL

Advertise your 
treasures for sale 
in the Classifieds 

905-727-7128

1

Amber Hill Way

Civic Sq.Gate

W
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tt

New option presented for seniors building
He recommended staff be
directed to investigate and
do everything possible to
implement Option 4 and to
bring a report to council.
Councillor Ron Wallace said
he could only remember
three options and while he
would like to concur with
Option 4, he was skeptical,
especially with an 18-month
time frame. 

He agreed the seniors
needed more space and
suggested that in the short-
term they move into the ren-
ovated old library, while plan-
ning was carried out for a
new facility, possibly 4-5
years down the road.

Kean agreed with Wallace
and said he didn't believe the
facility would be available in
18 months. 

He added that council had
other commitments including
new ice pads, but that the
seniors deserve to get it their
facility first, as they have

waited a long time.
Councillor David Griffith said
Option 4 was a great idea
that would not only provide a
new facility but would free up
space for other community
groups.
Councillor George Timpson

also supported the proposal
noting  the seniors would
have a first class facility. He
said the seniors were looking
to the future. 

Councillor Vrancic said the
seniors have waited more
than six years and are still
waiting. While he agreed to
explore Option 4 he did so
with reservations. He
expressed concern that a
decision might not be made
before the election.

Councillor MacEachern
noted that just two weeks
previous members of council
gave strong support to the
apartment complex on the
Victoria Street side and
changed like the wind. While
she supported the investiga-

From page 1
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Prices noted are subject to taxes and gratuities      •    905-727-1312 

15520 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario     
905-727-1312 or stay@hojoaurora.com   

The Queen Elizabeth 
Dinner Theatre presents: 

The Foursome
Join four old college chums, home for 
their fifteen year reunion, as they hook 
up for a round of golf and share their 

successes and failures.

June 20, July 4, 12, 19 & 26
6 pm - Doors Open 

6:30 pm - Extensive Dinner Buffet
8:30 pm - Show Time 

$39.95 adult  
$25.00 Show Only 

All you can Eat 
LobsterFeast Buffet
Saturday, June 21, 2003

6:00 pm - Wine Tasting and 
complimentary Hors D’oeuvres

6:30 pm - LobsterFeast buffet open 
Live entertainment by 
Daniel Davies

Menu Highlights:
All you can eat Whole Lobster, Snow Crab Legs, Carved
Beef, Steamed Fresh Mussels, Chicken Fricasse, Lobster
and Shrimp pasta, Poached scallops Peel and eat shrimp. 

An extensive selection of salad bar items, desserts 
and more! 

$39.95 per person

tion,she expressed concern
that the existing buildings
would be demolished.
West pointed out that the

town hall was built in less
than two years and council
should have no trouble find-
ing the money. He said it
would be up to the next
council to decide what to do
with the Victoria Street build-
ings. 
He sought a recorded vote.
Mayor Tim Jones said that

while he preferred a down-
town location, there was no
parking available and with a
new facility a relocation of
the seniors wasn't neces-
sary. He suggested council
proceed quickly.

Kean was advised it would
cost about $2.1 million to
build the new facility.  
MacEachern said that for

council to make an informed
decision it was necessary to
know the pros and cons for
each of the four options.
Downey replied that this

information could be made
available.

The amendment to include

the pros and cons was
adopted on an 8-1 vote with
Timpson in opposition. The

motion as amended 
to explore Option 4 was
adopted unanimously.
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MOVING SOON

WATCH FOR DETAILS

125 MARY STREET

next to  AB COX PONTIAC BUICK
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