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Slow paperwork
caused water fine

Just in case Aurora water users
are concerned about recent media
reports that York Region had been
fined $16,000 on water-related
offences, they can breathe easier
as the offences, laid under the
Ontario Water Resources Act,
were minor in nature, resulting
from failure to submit paperwork
to the ministry on time. 
Regional officials stressed that at

no time was public health in jeop-

ardy or compromised in any way.
All municipal waterworks in

Ontario are subject to provincial
approval under the Ontario Water
Resources Act. The approval
process results in the issuance, by
the Ministry of the Environment, of
a Certificate of Approval for each
supply facility.

Each certificate contains a 
number of terms and conditions

Briefly…
PROFITS TO CHARITY

To acknowledge National Youth Week, Aurora's hottest youngster spot
- Hot Spot - will donate all profits from its Friday, May 9, event to the
Campaign Against Child Poverty. Everyone in Grades 6, 7 and 8 is wel-
come to attend. Admission is $5. Activities get underway at the Lions
Hall, Mosley and Victoria Streets, at 7.30 p.m. Further information, call
905-717-1002.

STERLING REUNION
Many who currently live in Aurora probably have never heard of

Sterling Drug, but into the late 80s, it was one of the town's major
employers.

Located at the corner of Yonge Street and Murray Drive, Sterling Drug
was basically responsible for the creation of Regency Acres subdivision.

Now, some of the employees want to get together again, so they're
planning a reunion, Saturday, October 25, at the Aurora Legion.

Tickets are now available to all former employees. If you qualify, call
905-775-6761 or 905-775-6880. 

Rail celebration
is off the tracks
Plans to celebrate Aurora's 150th

anniversary of the "Head of Rail"
have fallen off the track, but the
event will not pass unnoticed.

A three-person committee made
the decision Thursday to call off a
weekend of events because no
train could be found to add to the
celebration.

Members investigated the possi-
bilities of a steam train from
Tottenham; one from St. Thomas,
a historic diesel train from
Uxbridge, and even Bombardier's
innovative "Jet Train".

However, scheduling and costs
made it impossible to arrange for
their appearance in Aurora.

GO Transit had granted use of
the Aurora station and grounds to
the group for the weekend, and

will still allow members of the
Aurora Historical Society to hand
out collectable cards and informa-
tion on May 16 to commuters
heading into the city.

It was May 16, 1853 - 150 years
ago - when the first train left
Toronto and headed north to what
was then known as Machell's
Corners. It was as far as the rails
went and the hamlet became
known as the Head of Rail.

An ad hoc committee had hoped
to set up a weekend of activities at
the railway station a week prior to
the actual anniversary, but agreed
last week that "without something
on the rails, we have nothing".
Members of the AHS handing out

the collectables on the 16th hope
to be dressed in railway attire.

Please see page 13

Colour was the keyword at the Aurora Chamber of Commerce's 17th annual Home and
Lifestyle Show held over three days at the Aurora Community Centre on the weekend.
Balloon "stars" filled the ceiling of Rink 2 in the top photo, while chairman of the event,
Brian North, carries another array of balloons, below. North has been selected by the 
nominating committee as its choice for the next Chamber president during annual meeting
next month. Chamber officials said the first "nice" weekend of the spring kept people 
outdoors, and the show failed to set new attendance records, however, thousands did
attend the popular annual event. 

Photos by Rob Schuetze 
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CONTINUING
Queen's York Rangers Army Cadet Corps offers camping,

canoeing, target shooting, first aid, orienteering, in two,
three and six week summer camps. Open to males and
females 12 to 18. Call 905-726-8600 for further information. 

* * * *
The comedy "The Odd Couple" continues at the Queen

Elizabeth Dinner Theatre at Howard Johnson Aurora every
Friday and Saturday evening until May 10th. Hot and cold
buffet at 6:30 p.m. with Showtime at 8:30 p.m. Call the hotel
at 905-727-1312 to reserve. 

MAY 1-3
Pine Tree Potters' Spring Pottery Sale at the St. Andrew's

Valley Golf Club, 368 St. John's Sideroad East. For further
information, call (905) 727-1278 or (905) 727-3495.

MAY 2/4
The 41st Annual Town of Aurora Juried Art Show and Sale

at the Aurora Town Hall with more than 100 artists partici-
pating and 300 art works on display. Friday from 7 to 10
p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. For more information call 905-727-3123 ext. 530.

MAY 2-11
Aurora's Leisure Services Department has arranged sev-

eral events including dinner and movie, flipside skate-
boarding, talent show, ball hockey and more for National
Youth Week. Call 905-727-3123 ext. 528 for details.

MAY 2
Deadline for nominations for the Citizen of the Year Award

to be presented June 5th at the Civic Awards Ceremony. If
you know a worthy citizen over the age of 16 you believe
has made a significant contribution to the municipality, sub-
mit a nomination to the Mayor at the Town Hall.

* * * *
Opening night of Theatre Aurora's "Waiting for the Parade"

at Factory Theatre. Continues May 2,3 7-10 and 14-17. Call
905-727-3669 for ticket information.

* * * *
Seniors Spring Dance at the Aurora Seniors Centre at 8

p.m. $3 for members and $3.50 for non-members. 
MAY 3

Fourteenth annual auction and casino, presented by Girls
Incorporated of York Region (formerly Big Sisters). Auction
at 7 p.m., casino at 8 p.m. at Tuscany Banquet Centre,
Edward Street. Tickets $50 each. Further information at
905-727-4897, extension 305.

* * * *
Last Night of the Prom with the York Symphony Orchestra

at Trinity Anglican Church, Aurora at 8 p.m. Call 416-410-
0860 for ticket information. 

* * * *
Registration for Aurora Optimist Recreational Hockey for

2003-2004 season. Aurora girls and boys born 1997 and
1998, Aurora Community Centre main lobby (#2) 9-11a.m.

* * * *
"Leather 'N Lace", a versatile band playing music of the

60s and 70s, is featured at the Aurora Legion at 7 p.m. $15
admission includes hot and cold buffet. Advance tickets
only. Call 905-727-9932.

* * * *
Awards Banquet and "Woman of the Year Award" at

Dinardo's Banquet Centre on Industrial Parkway South.
Call 905-953-0871 for ticket information. 

* * * *
Aurora council has proclaimed today as "Let's Keep

Aurora Beautiful Day".  Support from citizens and commu-
nity groups solicited.

MAY 13-15
Aurora Seniors Spring Getaway to Ottawa's Tulip Festival.

Trip includes 3 days, 2 nights accommodation, four meals,
guided tour of the RCMP Musical Ride Centre, Museum of
Civilization. For details call 905-727-2816. 

MAY 13
Aurora Public Library and York Region Health Services

present "Together We Can Stop Bullying" for adults in the
library's meeting room 3. 7 p.m. Pre-registration required.
905-727-9493.

MAY 16
To celebrate the 150th anniversary of the first official run

of the first steam train in Upper Canada from Toronto to
Aurora, then known as Machell's Corners, the Aurora
Historical Society is looking for 12 volunteers to hand out
information cards to commuters on the 6:29, 7:19 and 7:51
morning trains. Call Jackie Stuart at 905-727-8991.  

MAY 21
Election and inauguration of Officers and Directors of the

Aurora Chamber of Commerce at the Tuscany Banquet
Centre, Edward Street at 12:30 p.m. Guest speaker is
Mayor Tim Jones. Call the Chamber office to register.

MAY 24
Second Annual Spring Fling, Aurora Grove Public School,

415 Stone Road, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. Special guest Johnny
Bower. 

* * * *
Aurora Heights Public School presents "Retrofest Fun

Fair", 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 85 Tecumseh Drive. Games, prizes,
silent auction, barbecue. Music by Rock 95. Further infor-
mation 905-727-6902.

MAY 25
Second "Gourmet Strollathon" to be held in Aurora host-

ed by Hospice King/Aurora through the estates of Hunter's
Glen in Aurora's south end. Call 905-833-0356 for details

MAY 31
Family Fun Day, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. Holy Spirit Catholic

School, Stone Road.
JUNE 1

More than 400 booths have been reserved for the Eighth
Annual Aurora Street Festival. If you plan to rent booth
space, you should know the festival is already 80 per cent
sold out. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call the Chamber office at 905-
727-7262.  

JUNE 5
Town of Aurora Community Recognition Awards at the Aurora

Town Hall, including the naming of the Citizen of the Year.

JUNE 6
Aurora Grand Prix in Machell Park. Walk the course at 6

p.m. prior to competitions and meet the riders afterwards.
JUNE 7

Family evening barbecue at Machell Park as part of the
Aurora Fair and Horse Show. Evening entertainment begins
at 5.30 p.m.

JUNE 7-8
Aurora Fair and Horse Show in Machell Park. Tons of

events and competitions.
JUNE 25

Women's Centre of York Region, in Aurora, charity golf
tournament in support of its various programs, at the
Mandarin Golf and Country Club. Book a foursome, donate
prizes or sponsor this event, call Shelley Lundquist at 905-
727-5837.

AUGUST 22
Cardinal Carter Pioneer Class of 1993 Reunion. Pioneer

students and faculty invited. For ticket information, call
Joanna Jannetta 905-773-6717. 

OCTOBER 25
Sterling Drug reunion, Aurora Legion, 7 p.m. Former

employees invited. For tickets call 905-775-6761 or 905-
775-6880. Also e-mail at sterling_reunion@hotmail.com.

BIG
FAT GR  KM M

Buffet
ALL YOU CAN EAALL YOU CAN EATT

Every Wednesday 
from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

$$99 ..9595

THE BEST PLACE
TO WORK OUT

THE BEST PLACE
TO WORK OUT

GREAT SERVICE • THE CLEANEST PREMISES • FREE PROGRAM DESIGN
FREE FITNESS ASSESSMENT • FLEXIBLE PACKAGES*

* STUDENT SPECIALS, 3 MONTH, 6 MONTH AND 1 YEAR PACKAGES AVAILABLE

We’ll make it “Work Out” for you 
* Plus * 

NEVER AN INITIATION FEE

Give us a call

905-727-3578
or, we’d love to see you
16 MARY ST., AURORA

OFFICIAL TRAINING CENTRE OF THE AURORA STINGERS

New to the community?
Expecting a baby
at your house?

Newly Engaged?

New Business/
Professional?

A Civic minded
Business interested 

in sponsoring 
Welcome Wagon?

If you fit into one of these 

categories and have not been contacted by us, 

Please call 905-853-4645

DR. DONALD STUBBS
is pleased 

to announce 
DR. JANICE G. MCMINN

has joined his 
Orthodontic Practice

at
58 Wellington East 

Aurora

905-841-2722
Check out our web site at

www.AuroraBraces.com
Call For A Free 

Consultation Now!

Thank you 

for supporting our advertisers

Draw every 
Wed. Buffet
for FREE

bottle of Windex

14845 Yonge St. - 905-841-1807
OPEN EVERY DAY AT 7 A.M.

Coming Events in Aurora
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It’s all about...

connecting

Call: 905-727-3123 ext: 103
Volunteer Opportunities • Recruitment & Referral

AURORA VOLUNTEER CENTRE
“Connecting our Community”

share your time 
with someone 

Volunteer

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Water Softening, Purification,
Filtration & Sterilization Units 

Tel: (905) 727-6401 8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

MODEL BUILDERS
(AURORA) LIMITED 

59 INDUSTRIAL PKWY. S. AURORA
905-727-5661

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL 
BUILDERS AND RENOVATORS 

SINCE 1956 

• Specializing in decks & fencing 
• Professional Home Improvements & Renovations

Call for FREE ESTIMATE
Tel: (905) 726-3735  Fax: (905) 726-9306

Serving Aurora & Area

15005 Yonge Street 
Just south of Kennedy (M&M Meats Plaza) 

Phone (905) 727-7048   email: decoratingworks@aci.on.ca

Don’t pay till 2004!

• Visit our 
showroom 

• FREE in-home 
estimates

Authorized Dealer

Find Out What your 
Home is Worth On-Line

visit: 

www.QuickOnlineEvaluation.com
ReMax Omega Realty (1988) Ltd.

Welcome Wagon Area Manager, Rosemary Schumaker of Aurora, left, and
Regional Manager Jackie Carruthers try to find a space on the wall for yet
another award announcing Aurora as the Community of the Year in the
35,000 to 60,000 population class. Aurora has won the award four times in
the last nine years. Plaques are displayed on the third floor of the Aurora
municipal building.  Welcome Wagon president Pat Neuman called Aurora
an "outstanding community".                        Auroran photo by Ron Wallace 

Welcome Wagon honour 
to town fourth in nine years

Moving into a new 
community can be a 
nerve-wracking experience
for anyone.

Newcomers don't know
what services are available,
and usually don't know the
location of shopping areas,
medical facilities, schools,
library, parks and recre-
ational facilities.
Case in point: a newcomer

called last week saying she
had seen all the publicity
surrounding the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce
Home Show, but nowhere
did it say where the Aurora
Community Centre was
located.

Perhaps the caller wasn't
home when that familiar
knock on the door occurred.

She missed hearing those
now-famous words,  "Hi, I'm
your Welcome Wagon host-
ess".
Welcome Wagon in Aurora

is a going concern as coun-
cil learned again last week,
when the Town was named
W e l c o m e W a g o n
Community of the Year…for
the fourth time in the last
nine years.

A u r o r a ' s Rosemary
Schumaker, Area Manager
for Welcome Wagon and
several Aurora Welcome
Wagon hostesses were at
the meeting to make the
presentation.
Schumaker listed the num-

ber of newcomers visited,
new businesses, new
brides, new babies and
senior events during the
year and thanked the town
for its on-going support of
Welcome Wagon.

Welcome Wagon employs
a national network of com-
munity representatives who
welcome families on their
arrival in the community,
providing information on all
local civic services, plus
participating merchants
and businesses.

Every visit begins with the
presentation of civic and
community information, fol-
lowed by presentations of
gifts from local sponsoring
merchants with a descrip-
tion of their location, prod-

ucts and services. 
The Welcome Wagon

name was derived from the
frontier Conestoga wagons
in which gifts and provi-
sions were carried to greet
new settlers as they
trekked westward across
the plains.

In more recent years,
Welcome Wagon has initi-
ated additional greeting
programs including semi-
nars for new parents, newly
engaged couples and the
50 plus age group.

Town talking to you
through info package

In December, 1999,
Aurora Council adopted a
corporate communica-
tions policy, which speci-
fied the development of a
comprehensive annual
communications plan to
facilitate the coordination
of all communications
channels for maximum
efficiency, impact and
delivery of information.

The 2003 Communi-
cations Plan focuses on
the continuation of many
procedures already in
place with an emphasis
of providing a central
focus for the two-way
flow of information
between the town and its
citizens.

Info Aurora was a 2002
initiative and is currently
staffed by eight volun-
teers and open to resi-
dents from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Monday to
Friday.

In 2002, Info Aurora
answered more than
9,000 inquiries from resi-
dents who phoned or vis-
ited the centre in the
lobby of the Town Hall.

A 2003 initiative is a
Volunteer Centre to oper-
ate out of the Town Hall.   

The centre will match
agencies looking for vol-
unteers with individuals
interested in giving their
time.

Another new initiative
for 2003 is to introduce a
Town of Aurora newslet-
ter to improve the com-
munication of council
policies, initiatives and
decisions.

Other initiatives are to
develop the 2004 to 2006
Resident's Guide, to
design and implement a
corporate and community
signage program and to

develop a long-term strat-
egy for growing and main-
taining a user-friendly,

service oriented and sus-
tainable Town of Aurora
website.



Poor 
Richard

Today's volunteers - 
an invisible army

Have you ever stopped to wonder,
As you travel far and near;

About the busy band of workers,
The ones who volunteer!

- Poor Richard's Scrapbook  

This week, through to Saturday, has been proclaimed
National Volunteer Week.

It's a time to celebrate the work of volunteers and to
give thanks for the service they provide in so many
ways to the citizens of Aurora and every community.

Just imagine living in a community without volun-
teers. Hospitals would be quiet as you walked down
the hallways, the reception desk vacant, rooms
devoid of books, flowers and voices. The children's
wing would have no laughter and there would be no
clowns.

Homes for the aged would be like tombs, with the
blind listening for voices that never came. The infirm
would be imprisoned in wheelchairs that never moved.
Food would grow cold on trays that would never reach
the hungry.

Social agencies would have to close, unable to
implement programs of scouting, recreation, drug con-
trol, unable to help the retarded and the crippled. The
schools would be strangely quiet with no field trips and
no volunteer aids on the playgrounds or in the class-
rooms.

Flowers on the church altars would wither and die.
Children in day nurseries would lift their arms but no
one would hold them.  

That's how late author Erma Bombeck saw a com-
munity, or a world, without volunteers. It's a frightening
thought, yet that's the way it would be if we didn't have
volunteers. Canadian society as we know it could not
function without dedicated volunteers.

They come in all ages, shapes and sizes from every
walk in life, but they all have at least two things in
common.

They share a genuine desire to help others and they
don't want to get paid. 
They just seek the satisfaction that comes when time

and talent is given freely to help make life better for
everyone.

Today's volunteers make up an invisible army. A
recent national survey by the federal government
found that one in four Canadians volunteer through
the many groups and organizations across the coun-
try.

Using the same ratio, Aurora with a population of
43,000 has more than 10,000 volunteers.

They work for community committees, churches,
recreational programs and cultural activities. They
raise funds, they sit on boards and start new agencies
as required, such as food banks.

At one time, the traditional volunteer was a middle-
class housewife with time on her hands and charity on
her mind. This started to change in the 1970s and in
her place came a wide range of volunteers.

The new breed of volunteers included senior citizens
with time on their hands, the unemployed who can
help to maintain their self-esteem by volunteering,
teenagers who wish to gain experience in their chosen
field and those who just wanted to give something
back to the community.

It became the age of the volunteer, as men started to 
volunteer in ever increasing numbers. 

The volunteer coaches, managers and trainers are
the backbone of minor sports in any community and
they are often overlooked and never receive the acco-
lades they deserve.

But it isn't just sports that keeps volunteers busy in
Our Town. They are active in every phase of everyday
life. So much so that there is a tendency to take the
dedication and the work of volunteers for granted.

Every person knows at least one volunteer in the 
community.

National Volunteer Week is an excellent opportunity
to express appreciation for the work that person does
for you and the Aurora community.

If you have time on your hands and would like to vol-
unteer for a worthwhile cause, but don't know where to
start, call the Aurora Volunteer Centre at the Aurora
Town Hall, manned of course, by volunteers.

They have a list of about 160 agencies needing vol-
unteers and will be pleased to help you. Long may the
spirit of volunteerism live in Aurora.
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“Aurora’s community newspaper”

Published weekly by The
Auroran Publications Inc.

At 75 Mary Street, 
Aurora, L4G 1G3

Owner & Publisher
Rosemary Schumaker 

Editorial
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Naomi Tobin 
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Opinions expressed by colum-
nists, contributors and letter
writers are not necessarily
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contents protected by copyright.  
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In honour of the Aurora Tigers excellent Provincial Junior A hockey season just past, we give you the
Tiger edition of 1984-85, surrounding colourful coach Ted Tobias. This team was part of the Centennial
Cup in May of 1985, a tournament involving teams from Aurora, Orillia, Penticton, and Cole Harbour,
Nova Scotia. On the club were Aurora residents Jody Matthew, Shane Joachim and Don Timbers.
Players drafted by the National Hockey League who participated in the tournament included Aurora's
Brian Fogarty and Joe Murphy from Penticton. Orillia won the cup that year. Over the years, the
Provincial Junior A launched several NHL careers, including current Aurora resident Mike Palmateer,
Newmarket's Jamie Macoun and Stouffville's Keith Acton. 

Letter to the Editor

Complicated Aurora Hydro
restructuring is explained

To the editor,

The Auroran for the week
of April 22 contained an arti-
cle by Dick Illingworth enti-
tled "Aurora Hydro - What's
going on?"

We have considerable
sympathy with the general
sentiment that it continues
to be difficult for the general
public to understand all the
many changes associated
with the restructuring of the
Ontario electricity sector
which have occurred over
the past decade.    

We fully agree that the
restructuring has been an
immensely complicated
undertaking.  

An ongoing challenge
remains for employees,
management and the board
of directors of Aurora Hydro
to respond to the new and
ever changing legal and
regulatory requirements to
which we are subject, not to
mention adapting to the
evolving policy positions
emanating from Queens
Park.
Aurora Hydro would like to

clarify the following the mat-
ters raised in Mr.
Illingworth's article.

Firstly, in 2000 the Town
was directed by law to
transform the former elec-
tric commission to a corpo-
ration under the Ontario
Business Corporations Act.
The status quo was not an
option available to the
Town.

Secondly, local hydro
commissions have not been
de-regulated.

In fact, today local distrib-
utors face far greater regu-
lation than ever occurred
under the former Ontario
Hydro regime.

For example, in the
restructured electricity sec-

tor the Ontario Energy
Board became the new reg-
ulator of d i s t r i b u t o r s
throughout Ontario, includ-
ing Aurora Hydro.

The Ontario Energy Board
determines what distribu-
tion rates we can charge
and deems the proportion
of equity to debt utilities
must have based on their
size.

Aurora Hydro has fol-
lowed, and continues to fol-
low, the rate making
requirements of the regula-
tor.

As such, Aurora Hydro
was structured to the OEB
deemed 50/50 debt equity
ratio, with the Town as the
sole shareholder retaining a
50% interest in the utility in
the form of a promissory
note creating the required
debt.

Thirdly, in the past the for-
mer electric commission
was a tax exempt entity.

In the new market Aurora
Hydro pays 43% tax to the
Province of Ontario.

If Aurora Hydro neither
had debt nor paid interest to
the holder of that debt (our
shareholder, the Town of
Aurora), we would make
larger tax payments to
Queens Park.    

This is because the inter-
est charges are tax
deductible.

Accordingly, our debt obli-
gation allows us to keep
more utility revenues direct-
ly within our community.  To
our knowledge all other

Ontario distributors have
followed this same
approach.

Finally, the corporatized
and commercial orientation
of the new electricity sector
requires a board of direc-
tors with a wide range of dif-
ferent experiences and skill
sets which were simply not
required in the former local
commission regime.

Aurora Hydro has signifi-
cant new financial credit
obligations and market
rules imposed upon it by
the Independent Market
Operator (which is akin to
the stock exchange of the
electricity market), various
Ontario Energy Board
Codes of Conduct with
which we must comply, and
the Business Corporations
Act which mandates the
rules by which the corpora-
tion is governed.

Our understanding is that
the fees paid to directors of
Aurora Hydro is compara-
ble and consistent with
what every other distributor
across Ontario pays its
directors.

Aurora Hydro and the
Town both continue to be
well served through the
expertise, dedication and
hard work of our board in
what continues to be a
dynamic and challenging
period of industry reform.

Aurora Hydro remains
premised on the overriding
goal of providing safe, reli-
able and reasonably priced
distribution services to the

citizens of Aurora.
While we continue to adapt

to the new corporate and
business model as directed
by the Province, we shall
ensure that achieving our
fundamental objective is
sustained.

George Steeves,
Chair
Borealis Hydro 
Electric Holdings Inc.

More letters 
pages 5 & 6
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Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

Mayor’s Report 
By Tim Jones 

Transit feedback
reveals numerous

rider statistics
Much has been in the media about gridlock, road

and transportation improvements, road recon-
struction and transit.

One would think that if more people took transit,
there would be less pressure on our roads.   

However, the convenience of personal auto trav-
el is what keeps most people in their cars and
SUV's and out of transit. 

The Region assumed all municipal transit a year
and a half ago, and in the process of doing so,
has made a number of improvements to try to
increase ridership by making routes and times
more convenient.

Don Gorden, the York Region Transit General
Manager, has been working hard with the
Region's Transit Committee, one of the commit-
tees I serve on, to survey riders and meet with
municipal officials and representatives from busi-
ness to be able to put out a service that meet the
needs of those who use and would use it.

To his credit, ridership has risen in the Region
and continues to do so.

Results from a recent Customer Satisfaction
Survey demonstrated the following:

- 60.2% riders are female, 39.8% male
- 28.4% riders are in under $25k income
- 33.6% make $25-49,999k
- 20.6% make $50-75k
- 17.4% make over $75k
- 15.4% of riders are 17yrs or younger
- 26.6% are between 18 and 24yrs
- 20.1% are between 25-34yrs
- 17.5% are between 35-44yrs
- 13.2% are between 45-54 yrs
- 7.3% are 55yrs of age or older
- 57.6% of riders go between municipalities
- 42.4% of riders travel within their 

municipality
- 68.7% of transit use is weekdays only
- 1.9% of transit use is weekends only
- 29.4% of transit use is both
- 54.6% use transit to go to work
- 27.4% use transit for school
- 4% for shopping
- 4.8% personal business
- 2.7% social/recreation
- 6.5% for other purposes

When asked about their overall satisfaction with
York Region Transit, riders indicated the follow-
ing:

- 55.7% were satisfied
- 18.9% were very satisfied
- 22.5% were somewhat satisfied
- 2.9% were not at all satisfied

In Aurora, 77.8% of the users indicated they
were satisfied with their service.

In the concluding remarks of this survey, it high-
lighted the demographic fact that the majority of
the riders are female, between 25 and 44 years of
age and have household incomes below $50,000.

In usage, the majority travel between municipal-
ities, pay using tickets, use YRT only on week-
days and use the YRT to go to work.

A similar survey has been sent to the registered
users of the Mobility Plus service for feedback
and benchmarking and will be reported on once
compiled.

You can get more information on York Regional
Transit by going to the Region's website at
www.region.york.on.ca and clicking on the transit
tab.

* * * *

If you see something in this column that you
wish to respond to, I welcome your comments,
either through the paper, to the Town Hall by mail
- Box 1000, Aurora, Ontario, L4G 6J1 or e-mail at
tjones@town.aurora.on.ca

Letters to the Editor

Aurora's downtown core,
a "slum", reader claims

To the editor,

I  am so total ly 
disgusted with how our
downtown core looks
that I  don't have the
energy to compose a
proper letter. 

To put i t  bluntly,
Aurora's downtown core
is a slum.

My husband and I live
on Temperance Street,
in what we consider a
h a n d s o m e , c e n t u r y
home.   

We have put our whole
beings into this house
over the last 10 years.

Our dream was to
make a difference, to
raise the bar, so to

speak, in the neighbour-
hood.

To our dismay, we see
g a r b a g e ( B a c o n
Basketware),torn pieces
o f c a r d b o a r d
(Thompson's), dilapidat-
ed homes, chipped paint
jobs, unkempt yards and
unruly gardens. 

The list goes on. 
We are totally embar-

rassed to live here. It
does not have to be this
way.

If town council had
s o m e v i s i o n ,
Te m p e r a n c e S t r e e t
could be a quaint prome-
nade, lined with cafes
and shops...not a back
alley.

The current state of
this street does not lend
itself to the aforemen-
tioned and I fear my own
dream of opening a bou-
tique will be crushed. 

I have nothing to work
with.

Shame on town 
council  for lett ing our 
historic section go to
pieces.

Not only does it attract
others who have a very
"laissez faire" attitude in
l i fe, but i t  welcomes
crime.

Growing up in
Unionvil le, I witnessed
the town's main street
go from a shambles, to a
lovely, charming street. 

I hold my head high
when I visit  olde
Unionville. 

I hang my head in
shame when I walk
through olde Aurora. 

I know we are living in
a "bedroom community"
but enough is enough. 
Nothing can survive (let

alone thrive) if there is
no core. 

Wake up, Aurora. 
As a taxpayer, I would

like these businesses to
be notified immediately
to have their garbage
picked up and main-
tained in that manner.

Sue DiGioacchino
Aurora

Telemarketers invade
this reader’s privacy
To the editor, 

The majority of people,
I  would assume from
having heard numerous
complaints, are fed up
with telemarketers. And
unti l  a lobby group
approaches the govern-
ment to ban their intru-
sion of our rights in our
own homes, we will con-
t inue to be inundated
with them.                     

Plain and simple, I pay
for the phone in my res-
idence and telemar-
keters do not have the
rights to use something
I'm paying for my con-
venience to become
theirs.                          

They are taking advan-
tage of the fact I need a
phone.                          

They are exploiting my
rights to own a phone.    

Telemarketing compa-
nies with intent - call on
their  own behalf  to
infringe upon my free-
dom of r ights in my
home to hound me with
their  market ing tech-

niques. They're not
invited.               

This is - plain and sim-
ple - a form of harass-
ment.                           

They are using a for-
mat of intimidation in the
manner of their call to
make the owner of the
residence feel com-
pelled, obligated to lis-
ten, befriend them and
in doing so spend
money on some product
or service they l ikely
would never have pur-
chased in the first place.  

They are working on
the adage many people
want to be accepted so
by formatting their pro-
motion (usual ly typed
out for someone to read
over and over again)
they are trained to catch
a good volume of prey
who feel happy if they
can help out the person
behind the voice calling
them.                           

Albeit we try to be
mannerly and nice to get
rid of them - but alas
they keep prodding on.   

I start, saying right off
the bat, "is this telemar-
keting?"                        

Upon hearing "yes", I
immediately and quickly
say, "I'm sorry, I'm not
interested. Goodbye",
and hang up before they
go on...and on...and on.  

Then it's no, they are
not telemarketers, they
are taking a survey.        

Excuse me, I  don't
answer to surveys over
a phone - period.           

I have called compa-
nies back and their
response is, "when they
call just tell them you
are not interested".         

But I don't want the
phone ringing, you door-
knobs! Not if I 'm being
interrupted just to
answer a telemarketing
call.                             

Does it ever occur to
these companies that
some person may be
frustrated by their calls
worr ied they may be
missing a cal l  from a
loved one in dire need?
They could be waiting

for an important call.     
How about the elderly

trying to make it to the
phone thinking it is a
call they want?             

Do they ever think that
someone may just want
to unwind in the 'privacy'
of their  own home.
That's the key word -
'pr ivacy' .  Like No
Trespassing. Is there
not a law that can be
applied here?              

And for those who
claim i t  gives jobs to
people, I'm sure if tele-
market ing were to be
banned country wide,
companies would f ind
another means of adver-
t is ing that might just
give these people more
meaningful employment. 

When are people going
to realize they have a
r ight to expect their
rights not to be exploit-
ed or infr inged upon?
And, no, I'm not inter-
ested...good-bye.  

Sue Laceby
Aurora 



BOUQUETS to Marilyn Redvers, Chamber of Commerce
Business Person of the Year, on being appoint-
ed by council as an Aurora Business
Ambassador. She joins a group of more than a
dozen residents whose job it is to boost Aurora.

BOUQUETS to the Aurora Minor Midget AA hockey team
on winning its second Ontario Minor Hockey
Association Championship in three years with a
victory over the undefeated Chatham Maroons.

BRICKBATS to those at the Aurora Town Hall for not advis-
ing the Theatre Aurora executive that the
Factory Theatre lease was on the agen-
da for the April 8th council meeting, so

they had no opportunity to make a presentation. The last
time this happened, council reserved making a decision until
the theatre group was heard, but it wasn't done this time.

BOUQUETS to the members of the Towns of York
Toastmaster Club for being good neighbours,
as they assisted in the formation of the Speak
for Success Toastmasters Club in Bradford.

BOUQUETS to Geoffrey Dawe and Jim McAlpine who co-
chaired the fundraising drive for the new library
and all the donors whose names are enshrined
on the Donor Wall at the Library. Look for it the
next time you visit the library.

BRICKBATS to the weatherman for causing budget prob-
lems to Aurora council and citizens. If the
weather in November and December,
2003, is anything like the dreadful weath-

er experienced in the early part of the year, the budget for
cleaning roads and sidewalks will be exceeded for the sec-
ond consecutive year. 

BOUQUETS to Iris Kovar-Gough, Julie Gambell and
Hayley Turtle of Dr. G. W. Williams Secondary
School on being among the top debaters at the
Model United Nations conference held recently
at the University of Western Ontario. 

BRICKBATS to federal Finance Minister and Liberal Leader
candidate John Manley for spending
more than $600,000 to redecorate his
deputy prime minister's office, not includ-

ing what he spent on redecorating his finance minister's
office, and people are going homeless through lack of gov-
ernment funding

BOUQUETS to Samantha Sendel, a grade 6 student at
Lester B. Pearson Public School, for gaining a
position in the national competition after her
excellent performance in the women's individual
novice division in Oakville recently. Her ambi-

tion is to represent Canada at a future Olympics.

BOUQUETS to Rebecca Beaton for proposing and the
Traffic Safety Advisory Board for acting on a
review of the entrances/exits onto Murray Drive
from both the Aurora Shopping Centre and the
Canadian Tire/Winners plaza and convening a

meeting of store operators to work out a solution. The pres-
ent right-in/right-out on the south side isn't working. 

BOUQUETS to Grade 12 Aurora High School student, Nara
Kim, on the successful launch of his water and
air-powered rocket at the York Region Science
Fair held recently at Brother Andre Catholic
High School in Markham. Brother Andre stu-

dents revived the science fair after a decade-long absence.

BRICKBATS to those at York Region for not following
through on the province's Walkerton law
and being fined $16,000, which the tax-
payers will have to pay. The region

pleaded guilty on four charges under the Ontario Water
Resources Act.
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By DICK ILLINGWORTH

Like a good neighbour,
State Farm is there.

PETER VIRTANEN, CLU
220 Industrial Pkwy S. Unit 37 

(Across from Aurora Hydro) 
Aurora, ON

905-727-8400
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company * Canadian Head Office: Scarborough, Ontario 

&&BrickbatsBrickbats
BouquetsBouquets Letters to the Editor

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
29 Victoria Street, Aurora L4G 1R1 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

NEW
3-Course Set Menu 

Soup du Jour
or

Caesar Salad 
or

Spring Greens
or 

Steamed Mussels 
• 

Chef’s Pasta
or 

Top Sirloin Steak 
or 

Supreme of Capon 
or 

Grilled Atlantic Salmon 
•  

Chef’s Dessert
Coffee & Tea 

$19.95 + tax 

Available 
Mon - Wed 

Reservations Recommended 
905-727-8282
www.baldwins.ca

GO Train parking
inadequate, he says

To the editor,

Re: "Aurora Train Station
Replicated at Village",
Auroran, April 8.

It is interesting to note that
a model of Aurora's historic
GO Train station building
will be built at the new
Community Safety Village.

Apparently, the govern-
ment funded Ontario GO

Transit will contribute
$50,000 to the project.

Volunteers have worked
hard to develop this project
for years to get this project
going and they deserve our
congratulations.

However, is something
else missing from this
announcement?

Have you seen a parking
lot at a GO Train station in

the York Region lately?
There is a lack of adequate
legal parking and cars are
parked all over the place.  

Cars are spilling out of the
miniature sized lots and are
forced to park on nearby
lawns and up and down the
neighbourhoods' side
streets. These historic sites
now look like junkyards by
the poor planning for park-
ing.

The Tory government has
yet to realize that the public
really wants to take the GO
Train to work.

Still today, there is no sign
of any constructive planning
to accommodate the trans-
portation needs of the York
Region's commuters.

GO Train service remains
to be very limited to the
large number of York
Region commuters who
work in Toronto.

Why isn't tax money spent

here, in Aurora, rather than
the MOT miniature building
project.

It now makes sense to get
people to take an alternative
transportation, such as the
GO Train to Toronto.

GO Train service could
help solve the gridlock prob-
lems, which face York
Region, and it would help
reduce the Co2 emissions
from the cars travelling and
burning fossil fuels.  

The Conservative govern-
ment, however, misses the
point and overlooks any
sensible strategy to solve
the gridlock problems in the
GTA region.

In fact, this government
has no vision for a trans-
portation policy to help the
commuters and the people
who live in York Region.

Jim Jackson 
Aurora

Users should pay
for rink facilities
To the editor,

I hear Aurora needs more
ice rinks (Auroran, April
22).

There is one thing that 
irritates me is taxpayers'
dollars going for recreation
purposes.
Any recreation programme

should be a break even,
user pay, situation.

Have private companies
build the rinks and run them
as a business.

Back in the 40s and 50s,
rinks were a private
enterprise with no tax
collection involved.

What percentage of
Aurora taxpayers use the
recreation facilities?

I have lived in Aurora for
27 years and have not used
any recreation facilities.
And they say development

does not cost money.

R.W. Hanes
Aurora 

To the editor,

Memo to my Former
Mayor and Boss:
I read Poor Richard in April

22 edition of the Auroran
with interest.

I, too, have questions that
need to be answered.

If my memory serves me
right, the original proposal
for Hydro Directors' salaries
was a $5,000 per annum
retainer and $500 per meet-
ing.

Now they are "only" get-
ting $400!!
I guess they took a pay cut

of $100.
The artificial debt, the

brainchild of high priced
consultants, is close to $13
million, attracting an inter-
est rate of 7.8%.

This means the citizens of
Aurora must pay $960,000
per year to the Aurora
Hydro before we buy our

first kilowatt of power.
Now comes the pay off:

Premier Ernie is taking
about $100 million a month
of our provincial taxes to
cap the hydro rate at 4.3
per cent, to help cover the
Directors' salaries, and
ease the burden of the
$960,000 yearly interest
payment, which runs forev-
er.

There is no reduction of
the principle amount.

There may be many ques-
tions for council, but with
provincial elections on the
horizon Premier Eves must
solve the political and finan-
cial problems in the electri-
cal market.    

Failing to act, and soon,
the big question may be
"ERNIE WHO"? after the
election.
Norm Weller
Former Hydro 
Commissioner

They took a cut
in their salaries?

Aurora Councillor Nigel Kean has the post position
on the Heart and Stroke Association's Big Bike for
Reebok Saturday morning. Nearly a dozen Aurora
groups participated in the day-long fund raiser that
sees about 30 people pedal the contraption through
the streets of Aurora for each group. Final tallies
aren't in, but officials expect thousands of dollars
were raised by the Aurora organizations. 

Auroran photo by Naomi Tobin 
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Your  Genera l  Motors  Dea le rs  o f  Canada
gmcanada.com

AIR
THE

IS ON US.
GET AIR CONDITIONING OR

EQUIVALENT RETAIL CREDIT.¥
0%‡

PURCHASE FINANCING
UP TO 48 MONTHS

PLUS

FIVE STAR SAFETY RATING
Pontiac Montana holds a 5-Star rating for the frontal

occupants in the side-impact test.∆

$238*

PER MONTH/48 MONTHS
$4,185 DOWN PAYMENT PLUS FREIGHT

48 MONTH SMARTLEASE

3.4L 185-HP V6 Engine • 4-Speed Automatic
• ABS • Air Conditioning • Dual Sliding Doors
• Power Locks/Windows/Mirrors • CD Stereo

2003 PONTIAC MONTANA

4.3L 180-HP V6 Engine • 4-Speed Automatic with Overdrive
• ABS • 3rd Door • Air Conditioning • CD Stereo • Aluminum
Wheels • Tilt Steering • Cruise Control • Full Instrumentation
Including Tachometer

2003 SONOMA EXTENDED CAB 2WD

$22,188▼

CASH PURCHASE
PLUS FREIGHT

OR

48 MONTH SMARTLEASE

$198*

PER MONTH/48 MONTHS
$4,145 DOWN PAYMENT
PLUS FREIGHT

NO DEDUCTIBLE
POWERTRAIN WARRANTY

5 YEAR
100,000 KM

The most  fue l -e f f ic ient  van in  
i ts  c lass four years in  a  row▲

4.8L 270-HP V8 Engine • 4-Speed Automatic with Overdrive
• ABS • Air Conditioning • CD Stereo • 16" Aluminum Wheels
• Tilt Steering • Cruise Control • Power Locks/Windows/
Mirrors • Remote Keyless Entry • Locking Differential • Full
Instrumentation Including Tachometer/Engine Hourmeter/
Driver Message Centre • Automatic Headlights

2003 SIERRA EXTENDED CAB SLE  2WD

$31,778▼

CASH PURCHASE
PLUS FREIGHT

OR

30 MONTH SMARTLEASE

$358*

PER MONTH/30 MONTHS
$4,365 DOWN PAYMENT
PLUS FREIGHT

$38,798▼

CASH PURCHASE
PLUS FREIGHT

48 MONTH SMARTLEASE

$448*

PER MONTH/48 MONTHS
$3,470 DOWN PAYMENT
PLUS FREIGHT

OR

4.2L 275-HP In-line 6-Cylinder Engine • 4-Speed Automatic
• Autotrac Automatic 4WD • Dual-Zone Air Conditioning
• Power Locks/Windows/Heated Mirrors • Remote Keyless
Entry • 17" Aluminum Wheels • Locking Differential
• HD Trailering Equipment

2003 ENVOY SLE  4WD

FIVE STAR SAFETY RATING
On vehicles equipped with
optional side air bags GMC

Envoy holds a 5-Star front and
rear-seat rating in the side

impact test.∆

✩✩✩✩✩

✩✩✩✩✩

◆Administration fees, PPSA and certain taxes may be payable upon signing.

For the latest information, visit us at gmcanada.com, drop by your local Pontiac • Buick • GMC Dealer or call us at 1-800-GM-DRIVE.
¥Offer applies to vehicles delivered on or before June 2nd, 2003. General Motors will provide the dealer with a credit equivalent to the value of air conditioning (up to $1,000), plus applicable taxes. Such credit will be
included in the relevant SmartLease monthly payment and purchase price at dealership. Retail credits are included in cash purchase prices and lease payments in this advertisement ($1,000/$912/$1,000/$1,024/$1,000).
**/*Based on a 48/48/48/30/48 month lease of Montana RWB R7A/Sonoma 2WD Ext Cab R7F/Rendezvous FWD R7A/Sierra Ext Cab 2WD R7F/Envoy SLE R7B. A down payment or trade of $4,185/$4,145/
$0/$4,365/$3,470 is required. Annual cost of borrowing of 0.5%/4.9%/3.4%/2.9%/3.4% per annum. Option to purchase at lease end is $11,301/$11,207/$12,708/$18,845/$17,954 plus applicable taxes. Annual kilometre
limit of 20,000 km, $0.12 per excess kilometre. Other lease options available. **General Motors will pay first month’s lease payment (including PST and GST) plus security deposit. Licence, insurance, registration, PPSA,
administration fees and environmental taxes not included. ◆*▲Freight ($995/$880/$950/$1,025/$895), licence, insurance, registration, PPSA, administration fees and taxes not included. ▼The SmartLease monthly payment
and the GMAC purchase finance rate are not available with and are not calculated on the “Cash Purchase Price” shown. The difference between the price for the SmartLease/GMAC Purchase Financing offer and the “Cash
Purchase” offer is deemed under provincial disclosure laws to be a cost of borrowing, whether or not the same represents actual interest, and is required to be expressed as an annual percentage which is
3.18%/1.73%/2.39%/1.92% for Sonoma 2WD Ext Cab R7F/Rendezvous FWD R7A/Sierra Ext Cab 2WD R7F/Envoy SLE R7B. ‡“Drive-away without paying” offer does not apply to purchase financing offer. 0% purchase
financing on approved GMAC credit only. Down payment and/or trade may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $10,000 at 0%
APR, the monthly payment is $208.33 for 48 months. ◆¥‡**▼*Offers apply to 2003 new or demonstrator models of vehicles equipped as described. Offers apply to qualified retail customers in the Ontario Pontiac • Buick
• GMC Dealer Marketing Association area only (including Outaouais and excluding Northwestern Ontario). Dealers are free to set individual prices. Dealer trade may be required. Limited time offer which may not be
combined with other offers. See your dealer for conditions and details. ∆Testing conducted by the U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). ▲Best in class based on Natural Resources Canada 2003,
2002, 2001, 2000 Fuel Consumption Guide ratings.

Down 
Payment

$0

$1,095

$2,500

Lease
Payment

$327

$303

$274

Total 
Due◆

$995

$2,090

$3,495

$28,998◆

PURCHASE PRICE
PLUS FREIGHT

OR $419**

PER MONTH/48 MONTHS
INCLUDES FREIGHT

FIVE STAR SAFETY RATING
On vehicles equipped with optional

side air bags Buick Rendezvous
holds a 5-Star front and rear-seat

rating in the side impact test.∆

✩✩✩✩✩
DRIVE-AWAY WITHOUT PAYING LEASE ◆

$0 FIRST LEASE PAYMENT
$0 DOWN PAYMENT
$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

3.4L 185-HP V6 Engine • Air Conditioning • Power
Locks/Windows/Mirrors • CD Stereo • Centre Storage
Console • Remote Keyless Entry • Leather-Wrapped
Steering Wheel with Radio Controls • 16" Wheels

2003 BUICK RENDEZVOUS CX
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AURORAN
RESTAURANT GUIDE

You could have this spotYou could have this spot

Call your sales rep at the Auroran to book your spot
in our monthly restaurant guide: 905-727-3300

Auroran 
Restaurant 

Guide

All roads 

lead to a 

great meal!
Call: 905-727-3300

Prime Rib Dinner 

Every Friday and 

Saturday Night! 

Brunch & Dinner 
By Reservation Only 

 

 

y ySunday May 11th  

Prime Rib Dinner 

Every Friday and 

Saturday Night! 

Brunch & Dinner 
By Reservation Only 

 

 

Sunday May 11th  Introducing the NEW 
3-Course Set Menu

at Baldwins!

A 3-Course Meal 
for only $19.95 

Available Mon. Tues. & Wed.
5:30 - 9:00 pm 
Regular Menu also available

124 Wellington St. E. Aurora 

905-727-8282
www.baldwins.ca

Prime Rib Dinner 

Every Friday and 

Saturday Night!

Brunch & Dinner 
By Reservation Only 

Sunday May 11th

Villa Cesere features northern Italian cuisine 
– a cross between French and Italian–

that combines special ingredients such as wines,
cognacs and calvados to enhance the flavours of 

traditional Italian dishes. 

Hours: Monday to Friday 11:30 a.m. 
to 10 p.m., Saturday 5 - 10 p.m. 

(Available Sunday for private parties.) 

W, Res, Major, Ban, Priv, Cat and TO  (with notice)

905-841-0433      St. Andrews Shopping Centre
2 Orchard Heights Blvd., Aurora

Open for

Mother’s
Day 

Sunday May 11
with special menu

Join us for 
Tom’s Annual 

Lobster & Seafood
Festival 

during the month 
of May

Offer expires end of May 2003

14751 Yonge St.  (905) 727-0212

FISH & CHIPS
buy one

get one FREE 
$11.99

FISH & CHIPS
buy one

get one FREE 
$11.99

THURSDAY ONLYTHURSDAY ONLY

on Yongeon Yonge

15150 Yonge St.                
(across from the Aurora Library)

(905) 751-0986
Open Tuesday

thru
Sunday from 5:30

Terra Cotta Tiles & Soft candlelight greet

you at Festa where we offer 

delicious Pasta & Veal Dishes, Fresh Fish

and a reasonably priced Wine list. 

Festa is appropriate for Casual Dining 

& Special Occasions

Terra Cotta Tiles & Soft candlelight greet

you at Festa where we offer 

delicious Pasta & Veal Dishes, Fresh Fish

and a reasonably priced Wine list. 

Festa is appropriate for Casual Dining 

& Special Occasions

Italian Restaurant

Reserve NOW for 

Mother’s Day
Sunday May 11

Mother’s Day

Treat your Mom to a lovely 
meal this Mother’s Day. 

Join us for lunch or dinner.
We will be serving all day 

11:00 am to 9:00 pm
childrens items available

49 North Lake Road, 
Oak Ridges, Ontario 
905-773-9329
OPEN FOR LUNCH

Tuesday - Friday 11:30 am - 2:30 pm 
DINNER

Tuesday - Sunday 5:00 pm - 10:00 pm

The Secret is out... 
Punzo’s Restaurant!

A 50-seat intimate restaurant with exceptional 
downtown flair cuisine and an uptown location. Lisa Van
De Ven of the Post City Magazine writes, “There are
restaurants that make you feel like you’ve entered a per-
son’s home–where food, atmosphere, and service are
combined to create a welcoming ambience more com-
mon in a good friend’s house than a restaurant. Punzo’s
is just such a restaurant.”

BLOOMINGTON RD.

Y
O

N
G

E
S

T.

KING RD.

NORTH LAKE RD

STOUFFVILLE RD.

OAK RIDGES

AURORA

N

Punzo’s

Punzo’s Restaurant
49 North Lake Road, 
Oak Ridges, Ontario 

905-773-9329
OPEN FOR LUNCH

Tuesday-Friday 11:30 am - 2:30 pm
DINNER

Tuesday - Sunday 5:00 pm - 10:00 pm 

Please come in and join
us for dinner, present
this coupon and receive
a c o m p l i m e n t a r y
dessert with the 
purchase of any entrée. 
Looking forward to seeing you soon!

Roberto and Susan Punzo
For reservations call: 905-773-9329

Offer expires June 30, 2003

Mother
’s D

ay

Brunch 

Sunday May 11

Join us for

Restaurant & Catering

14845 Yonge St. - 905-841-1807
OPEN EVERY DAY AT 7 A.M.

Happy Mother’s Day
Sunday May 11

Plus: a very special Mother’s Day Dinner Menu
4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Reservations Highly Recommended

BREAKFAST IS SERVED
7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.

SUNDAY BRUNCH 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Mother’s Day at The Trio
Mom never had it so good... 

Call for reservations   905-727-4073  At Yonge & Mosley 

Open Mother’s Day, 
May 11

4 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Reservations strongly recommended 

905-727-4073
Trio Steakhouse & Tavern 

A 33-year Aurora tradition 

The Queen Elizabeth
Theatre presents: 

Special Mother’s Day Weekend 
at the Theatre: 

At our May 9th, 10th and 11th shows 
every mom receives a gift 

Sunday, May 11th special show time of 4:00 pm
Dinner and Show time 

$39.95 - Adults/$24.95 - Children 
(under 15 years) 

May 9th - Buy one ticket 

get the 2nd for 1/2 price 

May is for Mothers!

Mother’s Day Mother’s Day 
Lunch BuffetLunch Buffet
11:00 am - 3:00 pm

Sunday, May 11, 2003 
$25.95 Adults $19.95 Seniors 

$15.95 for children 12 and under
Children 4 and under with our Compliments

Mother’Mother’s Days Day
Dinner BufDinner Buffet fet 

5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
Sunday, May 11, 2003

$25.95 Adults $19.95 Seniors 
$15.95 for children 12 and under 

Children 4 and under with our Compliments

15520 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario     
905-727-1312 or stay@hojoaurora.com   

Prices noted are subject to taxes and gratuities

WE CATER TO ALL FUNCTIONS

THE PURE PIZZA COMPANY 
MORE THAN JUST PIZZA
Pasta (with a variety of sauces) 
• Soups • Salads • Kids menu

“Where the flavour begins”

WE CATER TO ALL FUNCTIONS
A different dish featured every day  including: 

Pork & Beef Tenderloin  •  Sole & Salmon Fish Dishes

“Where the flavour begins”

North of Wellington in the Sobey’s/Zellers Plaza

Giving you the pure
taste of Northern Italy
Giving you the pure

taste of Northern Italy
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AURORAN SPORTS
9 0 5 - 7 2 7 - 9 4 4 4

FRANK METEBRUCE CHAPPELL
For all of your vehicle needs, new and used

“homesurfing”@www.donfarnum.com

ASSOCIATE BROKER

...17 years of 
award-winning

results!

call today: 
(905) 727-3154

No Magic 
No Pills 

No Machines 

Just You 

You. Better ™.

Health Energy & Renewal Solutions

www.hersolutions.ca       905-726-9467
St. Andrew’s Shopping Centre, 2 Orchard Heights Blvd. Unit 25, Aurora

In conjunction with Watson’s Family Karate School

Watson’s Family 
Karate School

40 Engelhard Dr., Unit #9
Aurora 905-727-7144

PARTNERED WITH H.E.R.S. FITNESS  (905)726-9467

TRIAL PROGRAM

www.watsonsfamilykarate.com

Members of the Aurora Minor Atom Select Tigers are jubilant following a final series
win 3-0 over the Whitby Wildcats recently. The squad overcame tremendous odds to
defeat the Wildcats, who were heavily favoured to capture the series. The event took
place in Whitby.

Minor Bantam AA Tigers
end hockey season with 
tournament victory in US

The Aurora Minor Bantam
"AA" Tigers finished off the
hockey season travelling to
Livonia, Michigan, for the
Sportsweekend International
tournament recently.

After a long journey during
an ice storm, the Tigers used
the first period of game one to
get their legs back, before
winning over Farm Hills 3-1.

In game two, against
Dearborn, the first period was
back and forth and remained
scoreless.   

Mike Pantalone got the
Tigers on the board from
Kevin Shetler and Tyler
Virgoe and the Cats never
looked back.
Pantalone, Shetler and Jake

MacDougall each added sin-
gles as Aurora skated to a 4-
1 victory.

The final round robin match
pitted Aurora against Canton.

The Tigers came out flying
and early goals by Kevin
Shetler and Connor O'Grady
gave the only Canadian team
a 2-0 lead.
The Cats continued to dom-

inate with Mike Pantalone
adding an insurance marker
in the middle frame that
would hold up and give
Aurora a 3-0 win.
Aurora ran into some penal-

ty trouble in the third period
and goaltender Darren
Gwilliam made some keys
saves as Aurora killed off two
five-on-three penalties, to
preserve the shutout.
The championship final was

a rematch with Farm Hills.
The opposition came out
strong and had the lone goal
until late in the game.
Netminder Jonathan Newby

made some keys saves to
keep the Cats alive until
Michael Osuszek battled
through and drove the net to
force overtime with only four
minutes remaining. 

Osuszek was the overtime
hero as he beat the goalie
with a wrist shot to give
Aurora a 2-1 championship
victory.  

Making up the team were
Darren Gwilliam, Harrison
Jones, Adam Lebar, Tyler

Virgoe, Chris Blom, Kevin
Shetler, Mike Pantalone,
Michael Englehutt, Ryan
Fennell, Aaron Mansbridge,
Anthony D'Agostino, Matt
Boyd, Tyler Pettes, Connor
O'Grady, Jake MacDougall,
Michael Osuszek, Neil Kileeg
and Jonathan Newby. 

Senior games
begin May 26

From May 26 to June
13, seniors have the
opportunity to participate
in the York Region
Ontario Senior Games at
various leisure service
facilities around the
region.

The games are open to
seniors 55 plus.

There are currently 40
districts in the province
participating in the Senior
Games of which York
Region is District #14.

Meeting during the
year, a volunteer execu-
tive plans the events and
makes arrangements for
the use of various facili-
ties.  

In 1982 the Older Adult
Centres Association of
Ontario developed the
concept of the Ontario
Senior Games. With
financial assistance from
the Ministry of Tourism,
Culture and Recreation,
the Games continue to
flourish.

In 1984, the OACAO
established the Ontario
S e n i o r G a m e s
Committee, which coordi-
nated district and provin-
cial competitions until
1997 when the Ontario
S e n i o r G a m e s
Association became an
incorporated body.

The OSGA program is
designed to attract ama-
teur athletes in an effort
to promote a healthy,
active lifestyle as well as
competition for adults

55 plus. 
Each senior pays a reg-

istration fee, normally $5
an event. Some games
such as golf and bowling
are more expensive. 

Registration deadline is
May 9 and forms are at
the Aurora Seniors
Centre (905-727-2816).

Events include Carpet
Bowling, Contract Bridge,
Cribbage, 5-Pin Bowling,
Floor Shuffleboard,
Duplicate Bridge, Darts,

Bocci, Men's Snooker,
Ladies Snooker, Table
Tennis, 9-Ball Pool, 10-
P i n  B o w l i n g and
Swimming.

Other events include
Golf, Tennis, Bid Euchre
4-Hand, Lawn Bowling,
O u t d o o r T e n n i s ,
H o r s e s h o e s a n d
Prediction Walk, as well
as Opening and Closing
Ceremonies. Medals are
presented at the closing
banquet.

Resolution
endorsed
Aurora Council endorsed a

resolution from the Town of
Newmarket last week 
asking the province to 
provide 100 per cent fund-
ing for the implementation
of York Region's plans to
fight the West Nile virus.

In addition, the resolution
asks the $9 million of 
funding announced last fall
be bolstered to implement
regional plans and the
province provide a single
standard, rather than a
patchwork of different plans
providing different levels of
protection.
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For all 
the places 

you will go

Earn FREE shoes! Join our Kid’s Shoe Club!

SHOES
Est. 1970

Experience the difference. At Omars, we stress the importance of fit and top
service for you and your children. Our store is highly recommended by the
medical profession for fitting orthotics and comfort shoes.

14800 Yonge Street
Aurora Shopping Centre (905) 727-9391

METRIC

CRIMINAL
DEFENCE

BAIL

WILLS,
ESTATES

REAL
ESTATE

YOUNG 
OFFENDERS

Susan E. Tucker 
Lawyer & Notary Public

905 727-7775
FAMILY

LAW

AURORA YOUTH SOCCER CLUB
Wants YOU to come & play with us!

SOCCER 
REGISTRATION

SUMMER 2003 
OUTDOOR 
SEASON

Register On-Line: www.aysc.ca
220 Industrial Pkwy. South Unit # 14

(905) 727-0624 

WE ARE
NOW IN

UNIT #14
SAME

BUILDING

Aurora's Pat Stade of the York Regional Police receives award from Police
Services Board chairman Dave Barrow at annual Police Chief dinner
Thursday night. She won the honour for "outstanding service to the com-
munity", based on her efforts as a Girl Guide Commissioner.

If you're a bathroom
singer but would like to
sing in public, here's your
chance.

The York Regional Police
Male Chorus is looking for
eight male singers over the
age of 16 to add to the 42
current singers in the cho-
rus.

Although it is an asset, it
is not necessary to be pro-
ficient in reading music. So
if you think you would look
good in a uniform and you
want to volunteer by pro-
viding enjoyment to seniors
and/or helping fundraising
for non-profit groups, join
the chorus.

The Male Chorus was

Police chorus seeking
eight additional voices

founded in 1991 and
includes a group of volun-
teers who wanted to
strengthen the link
between the citizens and
their police service. 

One of the mandates of
the chorus is to assist non-
profit organizations in their
fundraising endeavours.

To date, more than
$100,000 has been raised
for churches of all denomi-
nations and non-profit
organizations throughout
York Region and Ontario.

A further $30,000 was
raised for similar organiza-
tions during two trips to
Northern Ireland and one
to the city of Dublin,

Ireland.
This dedicated group,

which includes civilians,
retired and active police
officers continues to make
its mark representing the
force through music.

The chorus has produced
two CDs entitled "In
Harmony with the
Community" Volumes I and
II, which are available at
their concerts.

Musical director is David
Curran, associate musical
director is Maria Lim and
accompanists are Jeanne
Whetstone and Lois Brown. 

Volunteer Supervisor is
Aurora's Lowell McClenny,
a founding member of the
chorus.
For further information call

905-727-9676.Lengthy hearing
by OMB averted

A week long Ontario
Municipal Board hearing
scheduled recently at
the Town Hall was avert-
ed as town staff and offi-
cials for Preserve
Homes reached agree-
ment on all outstanding
issues.

The lands in question
are located at the north-
east corner of Bayview
Avenue and Wellington
Street East and consist
of 104 acres currently
used for agricultural pur-
poses.

The application for 597
residential units was
heard at a public plan-
ning meeting in March
last year, although the
applicant had already
filed an appeal to the
OMB based on the fail-
ure of the town to render
a decision within 90
days of the filing of the
application.

Over the next few
months the applicant
submitted revised plans
taking into consideration
the issues and concerns
raised by the public and
council members.

The final revised plan
and zoning amendment
was submitted in
January and following
further discussion with
staff, final issues were
resolved resulting in a
half-day hearing to
advise the OMB the
appeal had been with-
drawn.

Only three so far
in the running 

The next municipal elec-
tion will be held November
10 and the final day for
nominations is September
26.

While the nomination peri-
od stated January 2, only
three candidates had regis-
tered with the municipal
clerk at the end of last
week. 

They were Mayor Tim
Jones, who is seeking
another term as mayor, and
two incumbent councillors,
George Timpson and Nigel
Kean.
One wonders where all the

other candidates are.
Until registration takes

place, it is illegal to receive
campaign donations or
spend money on the elec-
tion.

To be eligible for office, a
candidate must be a
Canadian citizen, at least
18 years old, not disquali-
fied from holding public
office and be a resident of
the municipality or a non-
resident owner or tenant.

Council candidates are
required to pay a nomina-
tion fee of $100, but the fee
is $200 if you want a crack
at the mayor's job.
A candidate is entitled to a

refund if he gets at least two
per cent of the votes.

The Municipal Elections
Act contains a number of
requirements regarding the
acceptance of campaign
contributions and record
keeping, and candidates
should become familiar with
the provisions of the Act.

All contributions, which
have been accepted, must
be reported in the financial
disclosure filed with the

municipal clerk by the candi-
date. This includes the total
amount of funds raised for a
candidate at any fundraising
event.

The limit on contributions
in money, goods or services
from any individual, corpora-
tion or trade union is $750 to
any one candidate.  

Frills sent tenders
through the roof
Aurora Public Works depart-

ment head Wayne Jackson
admitted he tried to get a few
frills when explaining why
three tenders came in hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars
higher than budget.

The original call was made
for annual maintenance and
monitoring of stormwater
management facilities, cov-
ered a three-year period, and
had an option for two one-year
extensions.

During a consultant's study it
was estimated the cost would
be about $278,000, but when
the tenders were opened,
prices ranged from a low of
$588,335 to a high of
$1,029,940.

Council agreed with a rec-
ommendation that the tender
not be awarded and that staff
reconsider the project with a
view to creating a program
that will meet the town's goals
at a cost closer to the budget. 

Jaguar Gymnastics

Parent and tot classes, recreational, special needs program,
pre-competitive, competitive, adult programs, 

and birthday parties. 
6 Vata Court, Unit 6 & 7 (off Edward) 2 blocks east of Yonge, AURORA905 841 7598

• Parent & Tot
• Recreational &   
Competitive

• Birthday Parties

NOW TAKING 
REGISTRATIONS 

FOR SPRING CLASSES

PLAN AHEAD
SUMMER CAMPS 

AVAILABLE
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Products you can
relate to, 

solutions you’ve 
waited for!  

Herbal Solutions to
help you with: 

weight control

arthritic pain  

sexual drive 

low immune system 

smoking addiction

nightly snoring

strength training 

body cleanses

14799 Yonge St., Unit 7 Aurora 
905-751-1676

Mon. - Fri. 9 - 7, Sat. 9 - 4

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home
29 Victoria St., Aurora

Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037
Directors:

Brent Forrester - Jacqueline Baak - Don Boswell - Gena Maher - Taylor Brown 

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

LEJABY CHANTELLE  BARBARA PIEGE

J
A

N
T

Z
E

N
  

 D
IV

A
L

IQ
U

ID
 B

L
U

E
  

 S
IR

E
N

A

D I A M O N D  T E A P A S S I O N A T A

N
IC

K
 &

 N
O

R
A

N
K

 E
L

L
E

    C
LA

S
ILK

    C
E

R
IE

2 Orchard Heights Blvd., St. Andrew’s Shopping Centre 841-0654

Fine Lingerie, Cruise & Swimwear

Featuring
Sleepwear by

Mother’s Day May 11th

• Cool Cotton Sleepwear 
• Robes & Loungewear 
• Cruise & Swimwear

Great selection of

Peter Pan wows
sold-out audience
The story of Peter Pan, the

boy who never wants to
grow up, is familiar to
almost everyone.

T h e a t r e Auro ra ' s
Intermediate Youth Group
captured the magic of Peter
Pan and the Never-Never
Land at the Factory Theatre
recently with admission a
contribution to the Aurora
Food Bank.

Under the direction of
Marianne Langford, the
young people, aged 10 to
12, performed like profes-
sionals before a full house
of proud parents, grandpar-
ents and friends at a
Saturday and Sunday mati-
nee.

With a sold out house for
the Saturday matinee an
extra performance was
staged Saturday evening. 

Langford made her direc-
torial debut with the Youth
Group, but she has been
involved with community
and school theatre over the
years as a performer, tech-
nician and director.

As a Grade 5 teacher, she
co-directed 120 students at
Lake Wilcox Public School
in the Wizard of Oz and has
directed two productions a
year at Meadowbrook
P u b l i c  S c h o o l , in
Newmarket, where she now
teaches.

She met with members of
the youth group last
January and read over three
plays before Peter Pan was
selected.

Auditions were held and
rehearsals started. All mem-
bers of the group were
included in the cast as the
lost boys or as Captain
Hook's pirates.

Wendy Darling, the eldest
sister, was played by Jenna
McDermott, her brothers
John and Michael, by
Zachery Reynolds and
James White.

Helen Doucher played the
mother and Curtis Reid, the
father, with Annemarie
Petejan as Liza, the maid,
and Diane Black as Nana,
the pet dog.

Jessica Lastuk was Peter
Pan and Chelsea Kuhlmann
was Tinkerbell.

The Lost Boys included
Hayley Sarjeant, David Ing,
Christie McLaren, Allyson
Oman, Annemarie Petejan
and Derrick White.
The evil Captain Hook was

played by Melissa McLaren
and pirates included Allab
Roberto, Andrew Spatafora,
Trevor Cooke, Mason
Cooke, Diane Black, Curtis
Ricci, Helen Doucher and
Derrick White.

Diane Black also played
Tiger Lily, an aboriginal girl.

Some of the actors were
stage veterans having per-
formed with other youth
group productions, while
others were making their
acting debut, but all played
their parts well.

Theatre goers in Aurora
and Theatre Aurora have no
need to fear about a short-
age of talented performers
for future productions as
long as there is a Theatre
Aurora Youth Group.

The entire cast of Peter Pan relaxes at Factory Theatre in Aurora, where they
entertained sold-out audiences and had to add an extra performance.
Admission was a food donation, some of which can be seen in the 
background.                                            Auroran photo by Dick Illingworth

Odd Couple is a hit
at Howard Johnson

It was the regular Friday
evening poker session at
Oscar's slovenly apartment.
Oscar is a slob and the
apartment looks like it, with
garbage bags sitting in the
centre of the room, pictures
hanging askew on the walls
and papers all over the
place.

It's the start of the Neil
Simon comedy "The Odd
Couple" now playing at the
Queen Elizabeth Dinner
Theatre at Howard Johnson
Hotel and continuing Friday
and Saturday nights until
May 10.

The poker players at the
table include Michael
Kazarian as Speed; Gareth
Rees as Roy; John Waites
as Vinnie; and Tiffany Crain
as Murray.

One player is missing, as
Felix has failed to show up
and the group learns from
Felix's wife that after 12
years of marriage, they
have separated and Felix is

out walking the streets.
Eventually Felix moves in

with Oscar and the fun
begins.

Felix immediately starts to
clean up the apartment.
Even the poker game is
changed as Felix insists
they use the coasters. But
he goes too far when he
washes and sterilizes the
playing cards.

In an attempt to get Felix
out of his depression,
Oscar suggests a blind date
with the Pidgeon sisters
who live in the apartment
building. Felix finally agrees
and instead of going out to
a restaurant says he will
cook a special meal for
them.

Oscar arrives home late,
which upsets Felix claiming
that the roast will be
spoiled. The giggling sisters
arrive with Veronica Cecil
as Gwendeline and Jackie
Watts as Cecily. 

Felix doesn't know how to

carry on small talk and
while Oscar is out making
drinks, Felix blurts out the
story of his separation and
breaks into tears, causing
both girls to do the same.

By this time the dinner is
ruined and the girls invite
them up to their apartment
to eat, but Felix refuses to
go, which upsets Oscar.  

During the next poker
game, Gwendeline, one of
the "Coo-Coo" sisters visits
the apartment to pick up
Felix's belongings, as they
have invited him to move in
with them. 

Billie Mintz has the chal-
lenging role of Felix Unger
and James Shannon
Nelligan is Oscar. They are
perfect foils for each other
and play the parts to the
maximum, as they did in the
previous production at the
Queen Elizabeth Theatre of
"Below the Belt".

Call 905-727-1312 to
reserve.

Aurora Opera players
shine in Secret Garden

The musical "The Secret
Garden" is not one of the
better known Broadway
musicals, but it has a beau-
tiful story line, and wonder-
ful music by Marsha
Norman and Lucy Simon.

With a strong, talented
cast, the Aurora Opera
Company presented "The
Secret Garden" at the
Newmarket Theatre last
week.

It was directed by Sarah
Kyle, who also played Lily
Craven, with musical direc-
tion by David Kyle

The Secret Garden is a
spiritual play as the angels
bring love, comfort, encour-
agement and support to
those left behind.

Mary Lennox, who carried
much of the play like a pro-
fessional, is eight-year-old
Calleigh Kyle.

She sings the haunting "I
Heard Someone Crying"

and joins Martha, Dickson
and Ben in "It's a Maze",
and in the garden with the
help of the angels sings to
Colin "Come Spirit, Come
Charm."

Joe Likuski had the chal-
lenging role of Archibald
Craven and Sarah Kyle was
his wife Lily, who dies dur-
ing childbirth. Both are
strong performers with
excellent voices.  

Eleven-year-old Jeremy
Loughton had the difficult
role of Colin, and performs
it most capably.
Linton Meyer as Dr. Neville

Craven played the envious
brother, who had been in
love with Lily and who
wants to take over the
estate.

Jackie Kursikowski was
Mrs. Medlock, the gruff but
kindly housekeeper, and
Susan Cresswell was the
haughty Mrs. Winthrop,
headmistress of the
Aberdeen School for Girls. 

Adding a lighter touch to
the play were the delightful
Kara Dymond as Martha,
the maid, her brother
Dickson, well played by the
energetic Manuele Mizzi
and kindly Dave Greig as
Ben, the gardener.

The Angels, deceased
friends and family included
Debbie Watt as Mary's
Indian nanny, Adam Meyer
as her son, Judith
Thompson Bouchard as
Rose Lennox and Brad
Fuller as Captain Lennox,
Mary's mother and father,
Lisa Cruickshank as Betsy
Shelley, Jonathan Kramer
as Major Shelly, Sandra
Loughton as a cousin
Estelle Shelley, Susan
Cresswell as Louise

Holmes, Murray James
Bosch as Major Holmes,
Laurelle Knox as Molly
Wright and Michael Barker
as Lt. Wright.
The vocal harmony and the

choreography of the Angels
was excellent and one of
the many highlights of the
performance. Another high-
light was Mary's rage when
the headmistress comes to
take her to school.

The deceased children
from the English school in
Bombay who added to the
choral singing included
Clara Bouchard, Rhiannon
Kyle, Laura Allan, Kayla
Keast, Nicole Doucette,
Rachel Morihovitis, Sophie
Arkell, Allison Collier, Ellen
McDonald Kramer, Jenny
Thunem, Sydney Cobbold,
Brittany Nealon, Alyssa
Fuller and Melissa
Prickaerts.

Final play
of season
in rehearsal
Rehearsals are now under-

way for Theatre Aurora's last
production of the 2002-2003
season, "Waiting for the
Parade" by John Murrell.
Set in Calgary during World

War II, this play points out
that the wounded are not
always at the front.                
Five women gather to work

for the war effort while the
men they love are away.        

In a series of snapshot
vignettes, Murrell focuses
on the women who share a
common purpose: to serve
the war.                 

It is the character choices
of how to survive that Murrell
seems most interested, ask-
ing that the audience view
them with a sense of com-
passion and understanding
and without moral judgment.

Cast members are Kay
Valentine, Diane Haskett,
Flo McLellan, Sarah
Southwell and Katie
McClure.
The show runs May 2, 3, 7,

8, 9, 10, 14, 15, 16, 17.
Curtain is at 8:15 p.m. at
Factory Theatre, 150
Henderson Drive, Aurora.
To purchase tickets call the

Theatre Aurora Box Office at
905-727-3669.
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Italian Restaurant

Purchase any dinner entrée at reg. price & receive another
dinnerentrée of equal or lesser value for FREE

15150 Yonge St., Aurora 
(across from the Aurora Library)(905) 751-0986  

FFFFRRRREEEE EEEE
DINNER ENTREE

Open Tuesday thru Sunday from 5:30

on Yonge

Maximum value $20.00. Valid towards dinner. Dine in only. Not valid
on Friday or Saturday, holidays or special dates. Valid only with this ad. 

* Expires May 11/03

specific to the facility, which
the owner must fulfill.
Typically, the terms and
conditions include capacity
restraints, sampling
requirements, monitoring,
reporting and upgrade
requirements.

As part of its "Operation
Clean Water" initiative, the
ministry has issued
Certificate of Approvals for
all water supplies in the
province, including 12 from
York Region.

Each requires an annual
Compliance Report, includ-
ing the Aurora Water
Supply System. It was
received at last week's
regional council meeting.

The Compliance Report
for the Aurora system
states that the raw water

From page 1

In February, 1982, Aurora council agreed to
a new policy of not releasing in advance any
information concerning the attendance of
council members at any convention.

Such information, council reasoned, would
give would-be intruders ideas about vacant
houses during the absence of the town
fathers.

It was obviously assumed that members of
council would be taking all members of their
family to the convention leaving the home
vacant and an open invitation to the would-be
intruders.

But councillors failed to provide the same
protection to staff members who were author-
ized to attend conventions in various locations
with the dates of their absence made known. 

Councilllors may have had another reason
for keeping their conventions secret, such as
not wanting the taxpayers to know the fre-

quency of their trips.

ONE FOR RIPLEY'S 

It may be hard to believe but in April 1980,
Aurora's High School students were making
the transition from french fries with gravy to
healthful, low-calorie salads for lunch.

It was a result of the board's two-year nutri-
tion program and a change of emphasis in the
foods served in high schools.

A comparative study of student food pur-
chasing habits during 1978 and 1979 in York
Region schools revealed french fry consump-
tion was down 64 per cent, while special sand-
wiches and salads were up 65 and 36 per cent
respectively.

The sale of hamburgers, historically the
favoured teen food, was down 20 per cent.

Trustees of the York Region Board of

Education voted to spend $2,800 in the 1980
school year to continue to promote nutritional
meals. Interesting! 

ONE WAY CENTRE STREET

With traffic generated by the Wellington
Towers apartments, the post office and the
potential traffic to be created by the recently
approved residential complex on Wellington
Street backing on to Centre Street, road con-
ditions on the narrow street could become a
nightmare.

It was bad enough back in June 1993 when
some residents petitioned council to convert
Centre Street from a two-way street to a one-
way street to improve traffic safety.
There was almost immediate opposition from

other Centre Street residents and residents of
adjacent streets who were concerned that
such action would merely move the problem
from one street to another.

As a result no action was taken, but council
may want to revisit the area and possibly
restrict parking on both sides of Centre Street.

WHEN AURORA HAD PANACHE

Back in 1985, Nancy Williams and Nancy
Chapelle created Panache Productions to
combine a fashion show and show business
into glitzy productions that could come from
Broadway.

There was singing and dancing in a unique
way to showcase clothes and it all took place
at the Aurora Highlands Golf Club.

The performers were some of Chappelle's
former colleagues from the Canada
Wonderland shows, something she did for
three years.

Clothes featured in the show came from
Country Lady, Kent Clothes, Colours and the
Highland Golf Pro Shop.
Panache Production was a part-time venture,

which they hoped would become full-time as

they moved away from fashion shows to full
scale Broadway-style productions. 

PROVINCE DOWNLOADING 

The Mike Harris Tory government made a
name for itself by downloading provincial pro-
grams and services to the local level of gov-
ernment without the financial resources to pay
for them, allowing the provincial government
to cut taxes and local government to increase
them.

But downloading started long before Mike
Harris.

In March, 1985, it was called "passing the
buck" when it came to funding sewer projects
to local municipalities within a regional gov-
ernment.
A municipality outside a regional government

received a 85 per cent provincial grant for the
capital costs of eligible sewer projects, but
municipalities within a regional government
only received a 60 per cent provincial grant,
with the region picking up the missing 25 per
cent.
Maybe that's where Harris got his download-

ing ideas.

WHERE'S THE WINDMILL?

In October, 2001, the planning conflict between
the Abbotsford Animal Hospital and the town's
planning department over an application for a
new animal hospital on the former Shell proper-
ty at Yonge and Ransom Streets was over.
Included with the new building, a windmill was

planned to help supply energy and help reduce
greenhouse gases.
Some concern was expressed about the noise

of the windmill, but with assurances the design
selected was quiet, council approved the proj-
ect.

Construction of the well designed animal 
hospital is nearing completion, but where's 
the windmill?

Rule for one but not for the other

A little Chihuahua dog
named Napoleon almost
stole the show from his
owner Ken Kostick at a
recent Aurora Chamber
of Commerce luncheon
meeting held at the
King's Riding Golf Club
on Bathurst Street.

And the dog almost did
it again Saturday as the
pair were featured at the
Chamber's annual Home
and Lifestyle Show at the
A u r o r a C o m m u n i t y
Centre.

Kostick is host of the
Ken Kostick and
Company of Food
Network and "What's For
Dinner" on Life Network
and Global TV. He's also
a best selling author and
a columnist.

His line of soup pots,
soup stocks and spices
are also big hits with
consumers and are
available nationwide. He
uses organic food prod-
ucts and prepares
recipes that anyone can
use.

He says he doesn't like

carrots and often forgets
to include them in the
recipes.

Napoleon is a constant
companion and appears
on his TV shows and
personal appearances.
Kostick also has two
other dogs, Pearl and
Benny, which he talks
about, but Napoleon
travels with him.

He told Chamber mem-
bers how he got started
in the food and TV busi-
ness.    

His mother cooked dur-
ing the week and on the
weekends, he and his
father took over. 

They did the shopping
and cooked the meals
and this started his inter-
est in food products and
cooking. He liked to cook
and later met a TV pro-
ducer at one of his cook-
ing parties.

This led to a TV show
on cooking, along with
Mary Jo, a female col-
league, who bantered
back and forth on an
unscripted show. His

mother, Helen, often
appears on his shows
with her caustic and sar-
castic comments.

Aurora artist Dorothy
Clark McClure attended
the luncheon to present
a limited edition print of
her Yonge Street
Bicentennial painting for
the Chamber's new
office.

She said the Chamber
was linked with the histo-
ry of the world's longest
street and now the
longest street festival
and she made the pres-
entation in honour of the
Chamber's new home on
the historic street.

The next Chamber
luncheon meeting will be
held May 21 at the
Tuscany Banquet Centre
on Edward Street.

It 's the Chambers'
annual election and
inauguration of officers
and directors. Guest
speaker is Mayor Tim
Jones who will give his
traditional "State of the
Town" address.

Paperwork problem 
costs York Region $$

Dog steals the show
as Kostick hits town

from the production wells
and the treated water deliv-
ered into the Aurora distri-
bution system consistently
met the stringent require-
ments of the Ontario
Drinking Water standards.

The report adds that the
Aurora water supply contin-
ues to provide an adequate,

sustainable source of high
quality drinking water to the
residents.

The Aurora system con-
sists of six production wells,
two elevated tanks on
Ridge Road and one in the
northwest quadrant of the
municipality, two reservoirs
and three pumping stations.

How do you spell success? Call Scholars.
We help students from Grades 1 to 12, and adults
with academic upgrading. Only Scholars has four
learning options designed to make a difference:

• Academic upgrading • Personalized tutoring
• Help with homework • Education resources

THE SCHOLARS WAY:  IT’S ALL IN THE TEACHING©

905 713-3488
www.scholarscanada.com    Aurora Centre on Bayview

RUMOURS AND RUMBLINGS
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AURORA’S BUSINESS
SERVICE CENTRE

• Digital Colour 

• Courier Service 

• Laminating & Binding 

• Fax Service

• We print brochures, flyers etc.

14845 Yonge St. Unit 6
Aurora

905-713-1632
Fax: 905-713-1633

mbe73@mbe.ca

CARPET - I have
several thousand
yards of new
Stainmaster and
100% Olefin carpet. I
will carpet your living
room & hall for $389.
Price includes carpet,
pad and installation
(30 square yards)
Steve 905-898-0127

LIVING
WATER 

CHURCH
1260 Journey’s End Circle,

Newmarket 

(905)-895-9991
SUNDAY 10:30 & 18:30 

Wednesday 19:30

We are a Pentecostal Church 
affiliated with AFCM, Canada

CORE AERATION
Helps your lawn to
breath. Other services.
fertilizer weed/grub-
control. 905-841-8965
Lawns-We-Do

REAL E-MAIL your-
name@auroraemail.ca
50 megs, web based,
no spam, virus protec-
tion World E Post 
905-726-1242 $25.00 
private address - never
sold to marketing 
companies end.

*Put your LAWN/GARAGE SALE on the AURORAN MAP again this year!
Just call with the date, time, address and nearest intersection. Call 905-727-3300

*FREE to Aurora residents only. Information must be given one week in advance to guarantee listing.

T O P L A C E A N A D V E R T I S E M E N T I N T H E C L A S S I F I E D S C A L L :  9 0 5 - 7 2 7 - 3 3 0 0  O R F A X T O :  9 0 5 - 7 2 7 - 2 6 2 0

C L A S S I F I E D S C L A S S I F I E D S C L A S S I F I E D S C L A S S I F I E D S C L A S S I F I E D S C L A S S I F I E D S

FREEFREE

COMPUTER TRAINING
AND SERVICES:
I n t e r n e t , M i c r o s o f t
O f f i c e , L o t u s
S m a r t S u i t e , W o r d
Perfect, Word process-
ing, spreadsheets, data-
base  management, pre-
sentations, resume.
(905) 833-6466

LAWN CARE

AUCTION

TRAINING

E-MAIL

POTTERY SALE

FOR SALE

PLACE OF WORSHIP

COMPUTER TRAINING

IF WE SAVE YOUR LIFE ONCE
IT’S WORTH THE PRICE.

What could be more important than learning
to drive and survive? At YD, you get the
most thorough training of any program.

Aurora Courses Start
May 6th - Tues. & Thurs. evenings 

May 31st - Two weekends

905-726-4132
email • ydnewmarket@bellnet.ca

AUCTION SALE
MONDAY, MAY 5, 2003 - 6:00 p.m. 

KING CITY COMMUNITY CENTRE
Hwy 400 to King Rd. East 3 kms to First St. East of Keele St. South off King Rd.

Including: Furniture, Glass, China, Figurines, Artworks, Books, Ephemera,
Coins, Collectibles & Misc.

PREVIEW: 5:00 P.M. Day of Sale. 
TERMS: Cash or Cheque w/identification

AUCTIONEER DAVID BEASLEY, ICCA, CPPA
Phone/Fax (905)727-6585

Full Details At: www.auctionsfind.com/beasley
e-mail: cbeasley@aci.on.ca

HOUSE FOR SALE -
Aurora Golf course
executive, pool, w/out
basement, quality ren-
ovated, just move in!
$599,900  416-898-
7298

FOR SALE

P R O F E S S I O N A L
HUSBAND to do elec-
trical, plumbing, car-
pentry, painting, etc.,
references available.
Call Brad at 905-727-
3397.

HANDYMAN

8 5 0  S Q .  F T .  
SECOND FLOOR,
d o w n t o w n
A u r o r a . A v a i l a b l e
now. Call: 905-727-4073

OFFICE SPACE

This Week
#1 • Saturday, May 3rd,

8:30 am - 1:00 pm 
St Andrews Pres. Church 

Next Week
#2  • May 10, 8 am till noon

Trinity Anglican Church,
76 Victoria Street
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WELLINGTON STREET EAST

Mosley St.

Metcalfe St.

Tyler St.

1

2

This map is provided FREE
to the residents of Aurora courtesy of the 

Auroran Community Newspaper

Map

F i v e - y e a r - o l d Kyle
Blanchard is heart broken
since his 18-week old
American Staffordshire
Terrier puppy went missing
from the family vehicle in
front of Aurora’s McDonald’s
Saturday evening at 9:30. 
Kyle left the window open a

crack and went shopping
with his dad. When they
returned Odie was gone.

“Please help me find my
puppy,” Kyle said.

The dog has a red nose, is
fawn coloured with a white 
diamond shaped spot on his
neck and has a white 
underbelly. 
If you have any information

call Geordie at 905-841-
8013 or 416-653-4584.

Dog goes
missing

Fire fighters calendar big success
If you haven't seen the

2003 Fire Fighters of York
Region calendar you
haven't seen the 12 photo-
graphic studies of fire fight-
ers carrying out various
tasks associated with their
work.

Only thing missing is the
beefcake, but it was
planned that way.

Paul Horton and Shawn
Mitchell representing the
Fire Fighters Calendar
Committee appeared before
Aurora council last week to
make a presentation in
appreciation of the town's
support.

They pointed out the pur-
pose of the calendar was to
accent the positive work of

the consolidated fire depart-
ment and steer away from
"beefcake" photographs.

Through the support of
councils and citizens across
the region calendar sales
near the $200,000 mark,
$120,000 which was donat-
ed to the three regional hos-
pitals for breast cancer
research. 

A competition was held to
select the fire fighters for
the calendar pages and
with 26 applying, the
judges had a tough time
selecting five.

In accepting a plaque for
the town, Mayor Tim Jones
said the calendar was a
quality product because of
the quality people who
made it possible.

Chairman of the Joint Council Committee of the Centre York Fire Service,
Victor Woodhouse, left, of Newmarket, and member George Timpson of
Aurora, right, receive fire fighter calendars from Shawn Mitchell, centre left,
and Paul Horton, during recent meeting. Calendar fund raiser netted
$120,000 which will go to York's three hospitals to help fight breast cancer.  

Auroran photo by Ron Wallace 

BANK
FORECLOSURES

AND
DISTRESS SALES

visit:
WWW.BankDistressHomeSales.com

ReMax Omega Realty (1988) Ltd.

Church

E.
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For the latest information visit us at gmcanada.com, drop by your local Chevrolet •
Oldsmobile or Pontiac • Buick • GMC Dealer or call us at 1-800-GM-DRIVE. ¥Offer applies
to vehicles delivered on or before June 2nd, 2003. General Motors will provide the dealer with a credit equivalent to
the value of air conditioning (up to $1,000), plus applicable taxes. Retail credits are included in lease payments in
this advertisement ($912/$912). *Based on a 48/48 month lease. A down payment or trade of $3,680/$3,915 is
required. Freight ($880, $880), PPSA, licence, insurance, registration, administration fees, environmental taxes and
other taxes not included. Annual cost of borrowing of 4.9%/4.9% per annum. Option to purchase at lease end is
$11,840/$12,008 plus applicable taxes. Annual kilometre limit of 20,000 km, $0.12 per excess kilometre. Other lease
options available. ‡0% purchase financing on approved GMAC credit only. Down payment and/or trade may be
required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade.
Example: $10,000 at 0% APR, the monthly payment is $208.33 for 48 months. ¥‡*Offers apply to 2003 new or
demonstrator models of S-10 2WD Extended Cab Value R7A/Sonoma 2WD Extended Cab R7F equipped as
described. Offers apply to qualified retail customers in the Ontario Chevrolet • Oldsmobile and Pontiac • Buick • GMC
Dealer Marketing Association areas only (including Outaouais and excluding Northwestern Ontario). Dealers are free
to set individual prices. Dealer trade may be required. Limited time offer which may not be combined with
other offers. See your dealer for conditions and details. ∆Visa International Service Association/TD Bank
and GM, licensed users of marks. Trademark of TD Bank.

2003 CHEVY S-10 EXTENDED CAB
• 4.3L 180-HP V6 Engine • 4-Speed Automatic with Overdrive • ABS

• 3rd Door • Air Conditioning • CD Stereo • Tilt Steering
• Cruise Control • Full Instrumentation including Tachometer

48 MONTH
SMARTLEASE

$198*
PER MONTH/48 Months
$3,680 Down Payment

Plus Freight

• 4.3L 180-HP V6 Engine • 4-Speed Automatic with Overdrive • ABS
• 3rd Door • Air Conditioning • CD Stereo • Tilt Steering • Cruise Control 

• Full Instrumentation including Tachometer • Locking Differential

2003 SONOMA EXTENDED CAB 48 MONTH
SMARTLEASE

$198*
PER MONTH/48 Months
$3,915 Down Payment

Plus Freight

AIR
THE

IS ON US.
GET AIR CONDITIONING 

OR EQUIVALENT CREDIT¥.

0%
PURCHASE FINANCING

up to 48 months‡

PLUS

LOAD UP THE BOX. 
LOAD UP THE CAB. 
TURN UP THE A/C.

Nothing’s more versatile than a Sonoma or S-10 Extended Cab.
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Biggest

D-MAC FURNITURE LIMITED
905-727-6403 or Toll Free: 1-877-663-6626

#1-15408 Yonge St., Aurora

Ever!
on

NOW!

Hurry in
for our

limited time 

special offer...  

Every Serta, King Koil,
and Perma Flex mattress

is SALE PRICED 

FREE DELIVERY
FREE SET-UP 
and FREE disposal 
of your old mattress

ASK ABOUT OUR
FREE DELIVERY

to Cottage Country

SINGLE MATTRESS & BASE
FROM $239 PLUS A BUCK

DOUBLE MATTRESS & BASE
FROM $279 PLUS A BUCK

QUEEN MATTRESS & BASE
FROM $319 PLUS A BUCK

KING MATTRESS & BASE
FROM $679 PLUS 2 BUCKS

MATTRESS
EVENT

THIS IS PROBABLY OUR

(at Aurora Heights Drive)
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