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Aurora’s “Turtle Tias” are helping to save local wildlife one half-shell at a time. They are pictured here with a nesting box

on Henderson Drive.

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Turtle Tias continue lending helping hand
to reptile neighbours

By Kinjal Dagli Shah

Nearly 40 nesting cages and several
turtles on the move have kept Aurora’s
Turte Tias busy since May. The group
of five, who call themselves ““Turtle Tias”,
continue to work long, arduous hours
with the help of a few other volunteers to
ensure the safety of the Snapping Turtles
and Painted Turtles that call Aurora home.

“Thishasbeen anincredibly busy season
so far, with lots of activity and more nests

than we've seen in past years. Our peak
month was June, and our goal then was to
keep the adult females safe, particularly on
the busy roads, and to install nesting cages
to stop predators digging up and eating
the eggs,” said Wendy Kenyon, one of the
Tias and Vice President of the Henderson
Forest Aurora Ratepayer Association.
Thanks to their eflorts, over 30
nesting cages are being monitored along
Henderson Drive, close to Salamander
Pond, and the wetland area on the north
side of the road. Nine other cages are

located along the trail system on the east
side of Town and in the Arboretum.
“We’re preparing for hatchling season
which, due to the extreme heat, could
begin any day now. Were regularly
monitoring the nesting cages and, once the
hatchlings start arriving, we’ll be patrolling
the nests every couple of hours from dawn
until dusk to make sure the hatchlings
don’t escape onto the road. Our goal is
to get the hatchlings safely to the nearest
wetland. From that point, they’re on their
Continued on page 14
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Community already seeing
benefits of upcoming
wildlife reserve: advocate

By Brock Weir

Aurora’s long-gestating
nature reserve is already paying
environmental dividends, according
to planner David Tomlinson.

Mr. Tomlinson, who  has
been working with the Town of
Aurora, the Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation  Authority, Ducks
Unlimited, and other stakeholders
for more than three decades to
make the nature reserve a reality,
says work over the last few months

Continued on page 19
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Members of the public divided on moving forward

with Library Square

o oA Pt

Aurora residents, including former councillor and MPP Chris Ballard, pressed Council
to hit “pause” on Library Square redevelopment plans last week.

By Brock Weir

Local lawmakers greeted
outside of Town Hall last Tuesday night
by Aurora residents demonstrating
against Council moving forward with
the redevelopment of Library Square.

Whether they were members of a new
citizen action group calling themselves
Aurora Engage, or community members
at large, their message was clear: it was
time to pause and ask questions before
moving ahead with the downtown
revitalization project.

“I am not opposed to Library Square,
I am opposed to it going triple over
the budget that was discussed,” Beni
Cresenzi told The Auroran ahead of
the August 25 Special Council meeting
which ultimately voted 4 — 3 to move
forward. “I am opposed to the add-ons
that are $4.5 million and we bought a
piece of property at $7.5 million, [a
decision] we don’t get to debate on.”

were

X
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Mr. Crescenzi said he was actively
involved in the renovations of the
Aurora Family Leisure Complex more
than six years ago, a project which
went over-budget, and this, he said, is a
concerning trend.

“There 1s not a single project that
has been on track, on budget, met all
the criteria, and we just need to pause
and debate the issue,” he continued.
$60 million is a budget that belongs
to Toronto-level projects. It’s a huge
project for asking the citizens of Aurora
to fund well into the future without the
specifics being debated.”

“We could have bought the golf
course,” he added, referring to the
former Highland Gate Golf Club,
which is now being transformed into
a housing development, despite a
resident-led push to have the Town
purchase the land for a Central Park-
style community greenspace. “They
never had money for the golf course,
but now they have money for a silly

AURORA'S

bridge to nowhere.”

From his perspective, there were
lingering questions about how long the
project would take to complete, along
with the long-term financial impacts.

“This 1s being rushed way too quickly
and citizens haven’t had the chance to
discuss in great detail these issues,” he
said. “T’his money is going to be carried
right through for several generations.
The design plan was done pre-
COVID. Every other area in the world,
every other institution, every other
architectural firm and public firm has
revisited their plans going into the future
of how to deal with facilities that can be
self-sustaining in an environment such
as COVID. It is also an environment
where we’re going to be working more
remotely. These things are not even
being considered right now.

“Parking has not been addressed
properly. I have three children and we
use the Library all the time. If we can’t
run in and park quickly and access it,
it will not be used. There are a lot of
fundamental issues with this. I am not
opposed to it, it needs to be developed, I
get the future of Aurora, but this is being
rushed and crammed down our throat
and we need complete accountability.”

These were sentiments reiterated
outside Town Hall by Susan Walmer, a
spokesperson for Aurora Engage, who
rallied the nearly two-dozen residents
with a megaphone in hand. At the start
of the meeting, Ms. Walmer was inside
Council chamber to echo these issues in
a delegation to Council.

“How do we take these risks when
none of usknows howlong the pandemic
will last?” she posed to Council
members. “How will it ultimately effect
the economy? How might we need to
change our communities if these things
turn out worse than expected? We
can reduce the risk and increase our
resilience by accepting that we will end
up in a new place. We have to take a

Celebrating Aurora’s
cultural heritage and diversity.

MULTICULTURAL
FESTIVAL

deep breath and allow time for things to
work out. We need to pause and think.

“Many of us share deep concerns
with what 1s happening in the world,
Canada, Ontario, and our community
of Aurora that we love.”

Another cause for a pause and re-
think was the decision by the Province
of Ontario and the Federal Government
not to award more than $31 million of
grant money for the project.

“We don’t know the loss of revenues
from all Town facilities and programs to
date and how COVID will continue to
impact it,” she said. “In general, most
businesses have experience increased
operating costs due to modifications
and impact. We don’t know the impact
of COVID on business closures yet.
Loss of property tax revenues due to
applications for property tax relief.
The financial report states that the DC
charges over the next 10 years will be
levied, but COVID may have an impact
on new development down the road —
retail, industrial and residential.

“Arts and culture are really important
to Aurora and Aurora residents. We
love going to the Cultural Centre and
enjoying our parks. Let’s not spend
taxpayers’ money on a project that
doesn’t best suit the needs of the
community now. We need to pause and
take a breath, literally. Step back, take
stock, anticipate and prioritize.”

In a video delegation to Council,
however, Michelle  Boyer
provided a different viewpoint.

Speaking via Zoom, Ms. Boyer,
who serves on Aurora’s Committee of
Adjustment, said it is time for Aurora to
“take action” and make the community
“more livable and enjoyable for the
people who live here” — starting with
the redevelopment of Library Square.

“The time is now to get that first
shovel in the ground and to begin the
build. We have had many years of

resident

Continued on page 8
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Cultural partners say yes to Library Square

By Brock Weir

Aurora’s  business  community
and “cultural partners” voiced their
support of the redevelopment of
Library Square at a Special Council
meeting held August 25.

The meeting ultimately saw Council
approve a tender of nearly $52 million
to bring the project to fruition.

Once complete, the redevelopment
plan will see an expansive addition to
the Church Street School, now home
to the Aurora Cultural Centre and
the Aurora Museum & Archives, and
improvements to the Aurora Public
Library, including a bridge to connect
the two buildings above the public
gathering space that is the centrepiece
of the build.

As such, representatives from both
the Cultural Centre and Aurora
Public Library came into Council
Chambers to voice their support of
forging ahead.

“We the benefits of the
[Library Square] concept, but we had
two major concerns that would have
to be resolved before we could be
fully supportive; the first one was how
does the new facility get designed and
constructed in such a way that it can
become a magnificent asset which the
residents can be proud of? Secondly,
how would the new facility be best
managed so as to ensure its long-term
success?” Eric Acker, President of the
Aurora Cultural Centre, told Council

“I want to say clearly that the Board
of the Aurora Cultural Centre did
not consider how the project would
be funded and it did not consider the
timing. With respect, we see those
areas as the responsibility of those of
you here in this room.”

In his Mr.  Acker
highlighted the work Suzanne Haines,
Executive Director of the Aurora
Cultural Centre, and her team, put
in to making sure this was the path
forward they felt comfortable.

“The governance structure of the
new facility was of critical importance
to the Centre and the Board,” he
continued.
considered. Suzanne’s experience
and knowledge of other governance
structures across Canada was very
valuable in working with senior Town
staff to arrive at a hybrid governance
model. That model combines the
experience and the expertise of the
Cultural Centre staff with that of the
Town. The close working relationship
of the past two years gave our Board
the confidence [this facility would be
well managed].”

On her part, Ms. Haines reiterated
the Centre’s support for the Library
Square project was not contingent on
a funding model or timing;

“Our feedback and support comes
from the benefits to the community
of investing in cultural infrastructure
and how that investment impacts the
livability and creativity of acommunity;,
[and] growth opportunities for
artistic and cultural organizations

saw

delegation,

“At least three models were

Cultural projects also
provide hope to a
community by building
vibrancy, livability and a
community voice through
future opportunities for
crealive expression

and the benefits to businesses in
the downtown of having bold and
effective cultural infrastructure in
their midst” she said. “Not to be tone-
deaf to the community conversation,
timing appears to be on the forefront
of people’s minds given the current
global situation. While I am not an
expert on costing or construction,
history has shown that most cultural
infrastructure gets built in times of
a depressed economy due to costs of
specialized buildings and no other
funding sources. Cultural projects
also provide hope to a community
by building vibrancy, livability and
a community voice through future
opportunities for creative expression.”

Funding, however,
the Aurora Public Library’s decision
to support Library Square, with their
Board voting to make a commitment
of $5.4 million for the build.

“Our Board saw a real opportunity
to enhance Library Square through a
more integrated, holistic relationship
and through the wisdom of our Board
and you all at Council, we now have
this remarkable connecting bridge and
corridor,” said Bruce Gorman, CEO
of the Aurora Public Library. “The
Library 1s all in, we’re ready to go,
and now is the time for this fabulous
project. It has been planned for a long
time and it is time for this project
to start. This will be a community
destination for activities, gatherings,
and events of all kinds for generations
to come.

“I have had the good fortune
of  working on public
infrastructure plans in my career
and have experienced firsthand
their transformative abilities. This 1s
exactly the opportunity that we have
with Library Square. Rarely do you
get the opportunity to develop an
iconic beacon to our Town where the
community can come together under
any and all circumstances. Rarely
do you see a centre of excellence
which includes a Library, Cultural
Centre and Town partnership of
this magnitude. In fact, we have
already  begun  discussions  of
working collaboratively together to
bring a more fulsome programming
experience to the residents of Aurora.
Rarely do you have the opportunity
to significantly affect the economy
of our Town with the ability to host
conventions and conferences right in
our downtown core.”

In voicing his support, Mr. Gorman
said “self-imposed project delays”

factored into

many

damage projects from both a scope
and quality perspective and are a
‘waste of taxpayer money” from
increased project costs and currency
valuations.

“Please do not delay or diminish
this project. Nobody wants a lesser or
lower quality Library Square and no
one wants one that costs more money
unnecessarily. There is no doubt that
the coronavirus has been devastating
across this planet, but we will emerge
victorious sometime. Nobody knows
when, but we will. When we do, more
than ever, we need a place to come
together,” Mr. Gorman concluded.

“For good times and bad, this
will be the place your grandchildren
take their kids. Hear me when I say
this is a legacy, a facility that will
change Aurora forever. Now is the

time. Library Square will provide
remarkable  benefits for future
generations.”
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Now s not the time on
Library Square: Open
letter to Council

THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 3, 2020

I am writing to express my views
regarding the Library Square Project ...
simply, now is not the time.

To keep this note simple, I refer you to
the Letter to the Editor in the August 20
edition of The Auroran from Brian and
Dianne Harrison; their letter sums up
everything I would say so I won’t repeat
them (extensively)... if you haven’t kept
yourselves updated, please take time to
read it before the next meeting.

I would just like to reiterate and add-to
afew of their points: We don’t know where
COVID is going; will there be a second
wave, a third wave, always be here? Jobs
are not secure, finances are uncertain,
food and shelter are a challenge for some
families and individuals; bankruptcy is a
more than ever before possibility for many;
along with foreclosures; look around you
and see the businesses that are closing and
consider the ripple impact of that; when
will normal return?

Simply, none of you have the answers
to these questions of uncertainty but it 1s
(in my opinion) very short-sighted to move
ahead with the Library Project at this
time; you may be making a poor decision
that could further impact a lot of people
less fortunate than yourselves, and in
particular, at risk and vulnerable citizens of
our community who need all the help they
can get at this time.

The Library Project should be moved
down on the lists of priorities for now
and your efforts and thoughts put toward
developing plans (both practical and
financial) for dealing with the pandemic
and its impacts should it rematerialize in an
even greater magnitude than at present...so
far; I haven’t heard about that happening

I am sure that some of you, more than
anything, want to see your names on the
“brass plaque” at project completion, but
consider the optics of what you are doing
now...at this ime!

I'll share with you with one final
thought I was constantly reminded of by
my mentors throughout my professional
corporate life: You may excel at your work,
achieve many things, be a great manager
and leader, and have many successes but
that only counts for about 1% of how
people will see you and your value overall;
the other MILLION % of how people
perceive you consists of the manner in
which you accomplish those things.

Don’t cancel the Library Project; Just
pause it for six to nine months and take
a look at the world around you then and
evaluate what changes have taken place.
This 1s not about doing the project or not
doing the project, it’s a matter of optics
and you have a perception issue!

Do the right thing, take your foot off the
gas, and coast for a while; you'll long be
remembered for demonstrating wisdom in
difficult times versus a council that wanted
the glory of Library Square and went
ahead and rammed it through.

Terry Miller
Aurora

Oak Ridges resident
supports Library Square

First, my bona fides ...

. although I am not a resident of
Aurora (I live 3.5 stones’ throws south
of Bloomington in Oak Ridges), I do
all my banking and most of my food
shopping in your Town. It’s where my
daughter, now a lawyer, went to high
school, and where my own lawyer has his
office. It’s where I get my prescriptions
(Sparkle Pharmacy). It’s where I shop
for hardware and building supplies, and
much, much else.

In short, although I am not a
ratepayer or voter, I am a regular

Continued on page 17
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SCOTT JOHNSTON

It seemed wunusual, even by my
uninformed standards. It was, after all,
my first rodeo.

I wasn’t sure what to expect the first
time I embarked on elementary school
in the public system; for my first couple
of years of kindergarten, I was enrolled
in a long-since-defunct Montessori
school in Newmarket’s north end.

My start there was inauspicious.

I guess I was a young man of three on
amission because when my parents took
me through for a tour before actually
signing the papers and handing over the
cheque, I made an almost immediate
bee-line to the nearby jungle gym. At
the time, this school was in a dark and
musty church basement, so the outdoor
playground was something of an oasis.

Except for the little girl who was in
my way.

I can’t remember the exact
circumstances, but somehow she got
between me and whatever was my main
objective, and I summarily pushed her
off the play structure and carried on
my own merry way. (If you just happen
to read this, please accept my sincerest
of apologies!)

Parents can be persuasive, I suppose,
because despite this little temper
tantrum I was accepted into the school,
and I was still there when it made the
transition into a low-rise office block
with an asphalt play area carved out of
its rear parking lot and a bowling alley
just a stone’s throw away to pepper the
air with the aroma of stale smoke. This
seemed perfectly natural at the time,
but in hindsight? Not so much.

But now, just a few weeks away from
hitting the grand old age of five, I was
out on my own. Public school beckoned
and, on the first day of my Grade 1
career, I stood out on my driveway with
my fellow neighbours (for some reason
our driveway was designated as the bus
stop this year) and awaited the bus.

This was destined to be my first

BROCK'S
BANTER

Brock Weir

real bus trip — and by myself, no less
— and I was jittery not with nerves but
excitement. It was a big step for a little
guy and I was determined to make the
most of it.

Alas, the ride itself was short and
uneventful, but it was a personal
milestone and I couldn’t wait for the
ride home.

First day of classes finished, we
lined up for dismissal. A member of
the school’s administrative staff was
at our classroom door just ahead of
the bell, clipboard in hand, with a few
little tidbits of information before we
were sent home. We were separated
into two groups and members of each
group received a printed-out label that
was unceremoniously slapped across
our chests. Each sticker bore a figure of
three numbers which was, we were told,
the bus number we had to look for we
went outside.

The bell rang, and our chariots
awaited.

But something didn’t
with me. The number, I could see
from looking down and flipping the
numbers right-side up in my mind’s
eye, said 672. Remembering back to
the excitement of the morning though
I clearly remembered the number
emblazoned on the side of the bus as
678 — but I trusted the good people in
the principal’s office. After all, this was
not THEIR first rodeo.

The first 20 minutes, I was seeing
parts of Newmarket I never before
knew existed. After the first 40 minutes,
there was one landmark I had seen in
my travels. After another 40 minutes, I
had no idea where I was — and I was the
only one left on the bus, much to the
driver’s alarm.

And, unbeknownst to me, much to
the alarm of my mother at home as
well, not to mention the mother across
the street, who stuck around to console

sit  right

and Otherwise

mine when her kid didn’t get oft the bus
he left on at the end of his very first day
of school.

Another inauspicious start, but
thankfully, my very first day of Grade
1 didn’t set the tone for the rest of my
academic career. Yet it sticks out in my
mind as one of the most memorable
“firsts” of my elementary and secondary
school life.

I always look back on these days
fondly. Every year around this time a
whole year of firsts awaited one at the
end of that first bus ride of the year. Not
only were there new things to learn, but
there were often new people to meet,
new places to explore, new memories
to make and new rules of the game to
master.

Granted, most of
experiences also had the power to
conger up a whole flock of butterflies to
infiltrate and set up shop in your tummy;
but those nerves were quickly overcome
both by excitement and necessity.

One never quite knew what to expect,
and that is undoubtedly the same thing
many elementary and secondary school

bbj

these ‘“new

students will experience just after
Labour Day — but this uncertainty will
not be over and done with by that first
bus ride home of the year, nor even by
the end of the first week or month.

For the foreseeable future, students,
regardless of whether their parents
opted in for in-class learning or distance
learning programs, will not be fully able
to settle into a firm and reliable rhythm
or have the same opportunities to foster
connections in the cafeterias, libraries
and hallways.

That is unfortunate but, if the last
few months is any indication, this
generation — and, really, all residents —
are more than ready and capable to rise
to the occasion and make the most out
of it.

If nothing else, it will certainly be an
interesting chapter for your memoirs.
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The Aurora Museum
& Archives is celebrating

Summertime
Correspondence!

This postcard shows two Radial Railway cars
stopped at Bond Lake, which is approximately
3.5 km south of Yonge and Bloomington. The
postcard was addressed to a Miss Gertrude
Atkinson and sent on September 6, 1917,
it reads: “Was delighted to hear from you.
Your card was delayed. | had wondered and
wondered about the Garden Party but of course
the weather explained. When do your holidays
commence. R went back to school Tuesday so
its “lonesome me” again. Should like to see you.
How’s Everton? — Hazel.”

After vyears of planning and
preparation, Council last week
approved to move forward with the
construction and ground-
breaking on historic  Library
Square project.

In doing so, we will take the exciting
last step in a decades-long journey to
translate ideas into action and realize a
shared vision for the transformation of
Aurora’s Downtown core.

We didn’t get here overnight. And we
didn’t get here alone. Over the course
of many years, thousands of residents,
businesses and Council members have
directly contributed to this shared
vision. And it is stronger for it.

Library Square has been a hot
topic for decades and most certainly
at every election cycle. Every member
sitting around this table has discussed,
in length, the revitalization of our
downtown core, as have the members
of many councils before us.

Why? Because we all recognize its
importance, and that our downtown
core IS Aurora. It’s the very heart
of our Town. It’s been that way for
generations — the economic, social and
cultural hub of our community.

Unfortunately,
our like
communities, has been in decline. It
has suffered from a lack of investment
and we have struggled to bring the
long-anticipated vision for Library
Square to reality. As a result, today, we
have a downtown core that is in vital
need of renewal.

Council’s approval is the next step in
launching the Library Square project
and overcoming the struggles we have
had in achieving our Town’s vision.

This project 1s not just revitalization
of our downtown core, it is a
reconnection.  Re-establishing  that
connection is the key to rebuilding a

tender

the

time,
many other

over
downtown,

Gting
Things Done

Mayor
Tom Mrakas

vibrant local economy.

It represents a significant investment
in the revitalization of our downtown
core, but importantly, in Aurora as
a whole, so we can realize Aurora’s
potential to be a strong, vibrant, locally
supported economy and community.

Building on the investments of the
Library, The Armoury and Town Park,
Library Square creates a destination
for people to gather and businesses to
locate and grow.

Library Square will have a complex
of larger multi-use spaces and break-
out rooms to provide businesses and
community organizations a variety of
options to hold their programs and
annual events, thus providing spaces in
our Town that will give our residents
a reason to continue to shop locally
instead of neighbouring communities
and provide businesses  an
opportunity to grow and thrive.

We have all seen the power a
well-designed  public  space can
have, particularly when it comes to
rejuvenating downtown.

Experiences in other communities
make astrong financial case forinvesting
in our downtown. Successful downtown
revitalizations have triggered as much
as $10 to $15 of private investment for
every $1 of public investment. So, in
our case, our $51 million investment

our

could ultimately generate over $500
million of private investment in Aurora
in the years to come. These investments
create residual positive effects for a
thriving local economy and the ability
to generate higher tax revenues, which
will benefit all of us.

Despite the recognized need to
invest in our downtown revitalization,
nothing has been done to affect
meaningful change. For decades now
we’ve heard the same refrain “let’s go
slow, let’s get more information, it’s not
the right time to spend tax dollars.”

Decades of delay has led to further
decay.

Our businesses and residents have
made it clear: they want and deserve
more.

We had a very competitive tendering
process and received very cost-effective
pricing due to many companies seeking
projects to keep their people employed.
Construction costs invariably rise each
year. Delays today mean the project
will cost more later.

Interest rates are currently low. As
the economy improves, interest rates
will rise.

We cannot continue to ride the
merry go round of indecision.

The studies are done and we have
a responsible funding plan in place
that acknowledges our residents’ tax
concerns and does not impact future
tax rates.

As we seek to recover from the
ongoing impacts of the pandemic, it’s
clear that our local economy needs
investment now more than ever. Now
is not the time for inaction.

There has never been a better
time to make this investment in our
Downtown needs
support now. Our community partners
need programming space now. The

Continue on page 19

community! our

The Return of The Auroran Horoscope

As you may have noticed, Brock has
featured a number of articles over the
past month looking back at earlier issues
of The Auroran.

One column that hasn’t been touched
on yet is the horoscope that ran on a
monthly basis several years ago.

It’s been a while since this has
appeared in the paper, so perhaps it’s
time to take a fresh look at what’s in the
stars for Aurora residents.

Virgo (August 23 — September 22)

A new wardrobe will give you a fresh
start. After all, sweatpants have been
okay for the past few months when
lounging around the house and making
Zoom calls, but are not as fashionable
now that you’re starting to venture
outside.

Libra (September 23 — October 22)
Stress can be overwhelming at this
time, so help reduce it by holding off on
opening your property tax or water bill.

Scorpio (October 23 — November
21)

You will have elevated levels of
altruism towards others in the coming
months. Or at least, that’s what you’ll
tell people to justify that you've already
purchased 3 boxes of Halloween candy,
one of which is already open.
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Scott Johnston
Sagittarius (November 22 -
December 21)

It’s time to venture down new roads,
unless you’re a local turtle, in which
case a volunteer will probably escort
you back into a pond as soon as you try
to step off of the curb.

Capricorn (December 22 — January
19)

You will be the centre of attention
everywhere you go today. Perhaps it
wasn’t a good idea to let your daughter
bedazzle your mask.

Aquarius (January 20 — February
18)

Travel is in your future! That is, if you
consider going out for local curbside
pickup as travel.

Pisces (February 19 - March 20)
It’s time to make the most of your
living space, especially since you have so

much more room now that you've gone
through half of the toilet paper you've
hoarded since March.

Aries (March 21 — April 19)

Take time for a quiet night at home,
just like the past 177 nights since the
pandemic started.

Taurus (April 20 — May 20)

You may feel like you’re just going
endlessly in circles, but stay positive —
sooner or later you’ll find a parking spot
at the GO station.

Gemini (May 21 — June 20)

Your patience is rewarded, but not
until next year when your yellow, sun
scorched lawn turns green again.

Cancer (June 21 — July 22)

It’s a good time to make new friends,
so while you’re waiting endlessly in line
to get into a shop, feel free to start up
a conversation with the people around
you.

Leo (July 23 — August 22)

A relative will leave you a financial
windfall that you can use for a pet
project (note: for council members,
substitute for

“former council”

13

“relative”, and ‘“hydro funds” for “a
financial windfall”).

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com
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Welcome to
Library Land

By Reccia Mandelcorn

The public library is considered to be
an apolitical entity, and so it should be.

Most libraries, including the one I
work at, have explicit policies to that
effect. But that does not mean that
libraries should be immune to the
complex issues and diverse stories that
face their communities.

In advocating for civic engagement
and social justice, we can move beyond
partisanship with the potential to effect
change through the awareness of a
greater public good. And libraries do
this by the very nature of making ideas
available.

During the pandemic, I have been
taking a university course on community
leadership.

While it’s been a challenge to stay
motivated, I have developed a deeper
understanding of the power dynamics,
marginalization and exclusion of diverse
communities and groups. And most
important, I have been encouraged
by stories of capacity building and
engagement strategies through a new
dynamic lens.

Much of the course has centered
on topics like colonial privilege and
responses to systemic racism. At a time
when many Indigenous people question
Canada’s commitment to reconciliation
and when the Black Lives Matter
movement is energized on a global
scale, there 1s likely no better time to be
immersed in this conversation.

I am not looking forward to taking
my final exam, but I am excited about
the readings that led me to this course
and topics I've been exploring. And in
true library spirit, here are some books
we can read and discuss together -
all Canadian; all available at Aurora
Public Library.

A Mind Spread
Out on the Ground
by Alicia Elliott

Seven Fallen Feathers
by Tanya Talaga

The Skin We're In
by Desmond Cole

I've Been Meaning to Tell You:
a letter to my daughter
by David Chariandy

Highway of Tears
by Jessica McDiarmid

Policing Black Lives
by Robyn Maynard

Until We Are Free edited

by Rodney Diverlus,
Sandy Hudson and Syrus Marcus Ware.

Reccia Mandelcorn is the Manager,
Community Collaboration at Aurora
Public Library. The opinions expressed
in this column reflect her personal
thoughts about the engagement of
community with their public library.

THIS WEEK’S NEW POLL

Are you happy with Council’s
decision regarding
Library Square?

Yes No Unsure

www.theauroran.com
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Housing supply, options key issue in tackling LGBTQ
youth homelessness in York Region

By Brock Weir

Blue  Door  Shelters’
announcement they would be opening
supportive housing opportunities was
particularly welcome — and timely — to
Dr. Alex Abramovich.

Abramovich, alongside Nelson Pang,
recently released a comprehensive study
“Understanding LGBTQ2S  Youth
Homelessness in York Region” which
not only examined the issue from the
root causes, but also made a series of
recommendations on how to combat
the problem.

Among their recommendations at
combatting youth homelessness within
York Region was a concerted effort to
“support the delivery of population-
based housing options” for youth within
this demographic.

“Ensuring that there are LGBTQ2S-
inclusive housing options that
not segregated by the gender binary,

recent

are

including emergency shelter beds,
traditional housing, and supportive
housing programs, either through

the development of new housing
options and/or refinement of existing
housing options,” among the
recommendations.

was

For Abramovich, the move by Blue
Door Shelters is a step in the right
direction, but the community needs to
walk together in order to make a real
difference.

“One of the biggest responses [since
we released the report] is Blue Door
Shelters announced they are going
to be opening supportive housing for
LGBTQ2S youth probably sometime
in the fall and I think they are opening
up fairly quickly,” says Abramovich. “It
will be the first in York Region. That
was the best reaction to get from a
study like this. When they released that
announcement, they commented on
how the findings of such a study led to
these types of responses, so programs
need this type of research to have the
evidence they sometimes require to get
funding, or to prove the point why it is
necessary.”

Abramovich, Pang and the research
team went into the study knowing that
“generally speaking the mental health
of LGBTQ2S individuals is sort of
poorer than the general public” and
much of that has to do with stigma and
discrimination.

“Oftentimes I think people have
the impression that someone hears
LGBTQ2S people have higher rates

For You:

Target Rifle Shooting,
Biathlon, Orienteering,
Geocaching, Camping,
Sports & Fitness, Band,
Canoeing, First Aid,

and lots more!

C-ADE TSA.I?’

CARALA

Rock Climbing & 0 X : S Since 1965
Abseiling, Travel,
Sur;eme?Carzpi, 799 ARMY CADET CORP : " .

Register Online by October 30, 2020

John Graves Simcoe Armoury, 215 Industrial Parkway South, Aurora

(905) 726-8600 2799army@cadets.gc.ca
www.rangers2799.com

Ages 12-18

For Your Parents:
Free Uniforms
Free Weekend Activities
Free Summer Camps
No Registration Fees!

Serving York Region

of mental health issues, I think people
will think, “That is because they identify
as LGBTQ2S. I think that comes
from so many years of gender and
sexual orientation being pathologized
historically,” says Abramovich. “People
unfortunately still hold onto that notion
that if you’re trans, whatever trans
means, you have a mental disorder.
For me, it is very, very important to
really reiterate it is not because of
an 1individual’s identity, but it has
everything to do with society’s response
and that is why, in the past, other
studies have shown us that LGBTQ2S
individuals have higher rates of mental
health issues and it is due to stigma and
discrimination.

“We went into this study knowing that
and also knowing from previous research
that for a lot of queer and trans youth
who are experiencing homelessness,
you can only imagine the mental health
impact of rejection, stigma and not
having a safe place to call home.”

But, there were a few unknown
factors. Studies on individuals living
in large cities like Toronto are well-
documented, but York Region proved to
be a different story.

Within the context of the study,
“population-based housing” means the
complete menu of different housing
programs and how they best meet the
needs of the community. Emergency
shelters are just one type of housing
which Abramovich says is more of a
“crisis response” when an individual
first experiences homelessness and can
show up asking for a bed for the night.

“It is very immediate,” says
Abramovich.

“Then there are transitional housing
programs where you typically would
have to apply. You may have to get
referred or you can self-refer, but you
still have to apply and fill out a form, you
may have to come in for an interview, but

you could then get a bed and stay up to
a year, sometimes two. That is supposed
to be a lot more independent than an
emergency shelter. They provide you
with services — usually a case worker
— and you have other types of life skill
workshops and that type of program
is meant to help a young person get
back on their feet, help them to secure
employment or finish up school, but
really also provide them with a safe
place to live during that time with the
hope that when they are complete with
the program they can hopefully move
into their own apartment.”

Blue Door Shelters’ announcement,
says Abramovich, would fall under
the umbrella of “supportive housing
programs” and affordable housing.

“Typically, you would have to pay a
portion of your rent per month,” says
Abramovich of how supportive housing
programs work. “Usually there isn’t a
24-hour staff member who is there, so it
is even more independent.”

Specialized programs in York Region,
adds Abramovich, need to be developed
through an LGBTQ2S lens “with a very
strong understanding of the unique
needs and challenges that LGBTQ2S
youth experience.”

“It is really just so critical to have
that and it really came out in this
study for a lot of the youth, speaking
about 1issues they were experiencing
and not being able to access housing
services because of not feeling safe
to disclose their identity... based on
previous experiences they have had,”
says Abramovich. “It is so important
that services understand why we need
to have population-based services and
these are actually life-saving programs.
These are programs that can save young
people’s lives and the fact that we don’t
have enough of these services right
now, we don’t have any of these services
in York Region.”
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Multicultural Festival returns in a new, limited way this month

T T[N

Performers participating in Aurora’s 2019 Multicultural Festival are pictured at the
Town Park Band Shell last year. The Festival is returning to the venue — in a new way —

this month.

Dance and culinary experiences
pepper new take on
family favourite

By Brock Weir

Over the last few years, Aurora’s
Multicultural Festival has become a late
summer staple — and the family-favourite
is set to return to Town Park once again
this month, but in a very different way:

Thisyear,due topublic health restrictions
stemming from the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Multicultural Festival will be a mixture
of in-person and virtual performances,
representing the cultures of Brazil, Spain,
Italy, and Hawaii.

In-person performances, limited to 100
people, will take place Saturday, September
12 and Saturday, September 19, with two
performances each day from 9 am. to
10.15 am. and a repeat performance
from 11.15 am. to 12.30 p.m. While they
take place at the same time each week, the

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

September 12 and 19 performances will
offer something different.

Performances will also stream virtually
via the Town’s social media channels.

“We have always found the cultural
groups so mesmerizing and vibrant,” says
Shelley Ware, Special Events Coordinator
for the Town of Aurora. “Clearly, it is
not something most of us are exposed to
on a frequent basis, so that is why it is so
captivating,

“New this year, because we know with
the successful Multicultural Festivals, there
1s always rhythm and there is always food;
although sampling food and those types of
culinary experiences aren’t really possible
this year, we have gone to great effort to
team up with a variety of chefs, who will
be putting together a variety of dishes, all
online, step by step, for the entire week. We
have designed a menu so families can cook
together every evening, try a different dish,
and try a different favour.”

In the lead-up to the Multicultural
Festival, the Town will release a list of

ingredients so residents will have everything
they need to taste the world — including
such staples as risotto and paella.

“When we started working on the
Multicultural Festival, it was back in May
and we were still in Stage 1 then and
it was very hard to look forward with
enthusiasm,” says Ms. Ware. “But it was
so important to come up with a dynamic
program that was safe and accessible.”

Insome ways, the Town’s Concertsin the
Park summer series has been a litmus test.
As will be the case with the Multicultural
Festival, space at Town Park for revellers is
limited to 100 but hundreds will be able to
experience the performances virtually.

“We have been averaging over 1,700
viewers with our concerts, so I am hoping
with these cultural performances, which
we didn’t do wvirtually before, people
can actually see them again and again,”
says Ms. Ware. “I remember last year
specifically seeing the Egyptian dancers, I
had never seen this type of dancing before;
it was indescribable how beautiful it was
and, with regret, it wasn’t livestreamed.
This year, you have the ability to see it over
and over.

“I am grateful we’re in Stage 3 and it
has been able to come together in this
format, but the part I am really excited
about is the at-home virtual experiences.
I think a lot of people in this industry it
has been a natural pivot to go virtual, but
what does virtual mean? It has always
been in the forefront of our minds to
ensure that our virtual offerings are

the best they can be because we don’t
want people developing virtual fatigue.
We want you to know in Aurora that
when we say ‘virtual’ you know it is
quality. We are hoping that the different
chefs cooking in different kitchens with
different recipes, making it possible [to
bring in a new]| experience we wouldn’t
have been able to have in our previous
format. I'm also hoping it will stay with
us for years to come and these efforts
weren’t for a one-time flash in the pan.
Hopetully it is going to strengthen our
programming from here on out.”

The performances set to be captured
virtually won’t be the only elements of the
2020 Multicultural Festival that will live
on for years to come; Ms. Ware says she
hopes the online cooking demonstrations
will inspire people in the community to
share their recipes towards the creation
of a community cookbook.

“As residents send in recipes, they
are sending in the flavour they want
to showcase and we’re hoping that as
recipes come in we’re able to curate and
put it into a package you can literally
print from our webpage,” she says.
“Maybe it 13 a recipe you never heard
of but seems easy enough that you want
to try, but we’re giving the community
and opportunity to share their specific
culture directly.

“Just stay curious — it’s what we all
need to do.”

For more on the 2020 Multicultural Festival,
visit aurora.ca/multiculturalfestwal.
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Chamber of Commerce will “continue monitoring”

Library Square financials

It was an eleventh-hour decision, but
the Aurora Chamber of Commerce
has ultimately voiced its support of
the redevelopment of Library Square.

It was a decision that was, according
to Debra Wilson, Board Chair of
the Aurora Chamber of Commerce,
down to the wire, with questions
being posed to municipal CAO Doug
Nadorozny as late as the morning of
Tuesday, August 25, just hours before
Council made the final decision to
press on.

“The  Aurora  Chamber  of
Commerce 1s and has always been in
support of the development of Library
Square,” said Ms. Wilson. “We are a
strong advocate for the revitalization

SENIORS MEN'S
HAIR CUTS

Sept 3rd- Sept 1%9th

*16

Tuesday to Saturday
&F !"GII’ Ellfe | 14800 Yonge St. 146 IN9 | Tel: 905-727-6212

Aurora Chamber of Commerce
Virtual Annual General Meeting
Thursday, September 10th

4:30 - 6:00 p.m.

Join us for the virtual Aurora Chamber of Commerce
Annual General Meeting (AGM)

Featuring local business success stories and an update from
Rocco Rossi, President of the Ontario Chamber of Commerce

The 2019-2020 Audited Financial Statements and year-end
reports will be presented, along with a look into the future.
Chamber members will have the opportunity fo virtually meet

the 2020-2021 Board of Directors.

Advance registration is required at www.aurorachamber.on.ca

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

How much

are you paying
for financial advice?

Brendan Black

MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

As an investor, it’s important that the services you receive
are worth the fees you pay. Ask yourself:

e Do | know what | pay for investment advice?
e Am | getting good value?

. isori ?
RBC Dominion Securities Do | understand how my advisor is compensated?

14785 Yonge St., 2" floor

If you answered “no” to any of the above,
Aurora, ON L4G N1

contact Brendan Black today for a complimentary second
opinion on your portfolio.

Ne

RBC

Wealth Management
Dominion Securities

®

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor
Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada.
® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. © 2019 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 19_gozo09_H7L_oos

of the Downtown Area and a
proponent for the activities that foster
growth and business success for our
members and the business community.
The Chamber always acts in the best
interests of our members and looks to
keep them informed on matters that
impact their businesses, especially in
today’s economic climate. Today, we
know that many of our businesses
are struggling, with unknown post-
pandemic business realities that may
last as long as 2022 and beyond. The
Chamber supports Library Square
and the revitalization that it would
bring to the downtown core.

“There are concerns around the
unknown impacts of the pandemic
and the resulting increase in taxes from
all levels of government, especially
in these economic conditions. It is
our responsibility to research and
analyse any increases in taxes and
ask appropriate questions, which we
have done at the municipal level,

including having several questions
answered by the CAO as late as this
morning. These are difficult times
and we ask responsible questions on
behalf of our members. We make
every effort to ensure the business
community of Aurora is positioned
for success. Decisions made here
tonight by Council will impact the
entire business community as this is
a project with significant scope and
financial impact.”

Ms. Wilson said she and the
Chamber reviewed the project’s
financials and “will continue to serve”
members by “monitoring the project
and keeping them informed on the
fiscal accountability of the project.

“The  Aurora  Chamber  of
Commerce has always valued its
relationship with the Town and
we will continue to strengthen our
relationship for the benefit of the
business
forward,”

community as
she concluded.

we move

Members of the public divided
on moving forward with

Library Square

From page 2

expert consultation, financial audits for
viability and at least three prior terms
of Council discussing this topic, almost
since the early 2000s. This is an entire
generation of kids, including my own,
who have now left for university, who
have missed on having something as
nice as Library Square, but at the end
of that time they continue to simply do
nothing and leave the topic to the next
term of Council to deal with. In my
view, this is a waste of time and money.
This term of Council is a Council that
is finally taking action to improve the
Town of Aurora for its residents. They
were elected on the platform to move
forward with Library Square.

“While I have heard from many on
social media that we should use the
Hydro Reserve fund on lowering our
taxes. This, in the end, gives the Town
nothing for the revitalization that is
badly needed,” she said. “The Town’s
not even permitted to use these funds
for operating budget. That was not the
intent of that reserve fund and, really,
at the end of the day, who is going to
remember in 20 years that our taxes
were lowered by a few dollars a year?

“We will remember the enjoyment
we get every day by going to Library
Square to enjoy an event, go for a skate,
have a hot chocolate, have dinner at a
great new restaurant, or shop at a great
new store that just opened up.”
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New street signs
represent inclusivity

1]

without name change

1.5 i et

RAINBOW DIRECTIONS - street signs on Evelyn Buck Lane were recently replaced with new
versions emblazoned with a Pride rainbow, following controversial comments made on social media

by former mayor Evelyn Buck.

By Brock Weir

As far as compromises go, this is a
colourful one.

Residents of Evelyn Buck Lane
now see all the colours of the rainbow
as they enter and exit the residential
street following controversial
comments made online by the street’s
namesake — and former Aurora mayor
--- regarding Aurora’s new Rainbow
Crosswalk.

The comments made by the
92-year-old Ms. Buck, who served on
Council until the fall of 2014, sparked
a flurry of debate and sparked calls
led by Evelyn Buck Lane couple Luisa
Gomez and Maricella Sauceda to

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

have the name of the street changed.

At this time, there are no formal
resolutions before Council to formally
have the name of the street changed,
but each sign now bears the street’s
name on top of a representation of
the Pride flag.

“Evelyn Buck Lane has been altered
to include a rainbow from a suggestion
by a resident. The Town did put up the
sign at the request of Mayor Mrakas,”
said the Town in a statement. “At this
time, there is no motion from Council
to change the name of the street. The
idea of a name change can only be
achieved as a result of an approved
Council motion. At this time, staff or
the Mayor has not been advised of
any pending notices of motion.”

® vaes

Braised Chicken Rice

BT

AMOUS CHICKEN
NOW IN TOWN!

3099

EACH COMES
WITH ONE RICE

ORDER NOW
(905)-713-2333

16025 Bayview Ave. C5, Aurora

Arthritis:

New Approach
Delivers
Remarkable
Results

If you suffer from Arthritis you need
to be aware of effective advancements
that can eliminate years of pain,
suffering, immobility and frustration.

You may have told your doctor
you suffer with one or more of the
following: sore, stiff knees, painful
achy hips, low back pain, mid back
pain, neck stiffness or pain, hand
stiffness, shoulder pain or elbow pain.

You may find that your pain
or stiffness affects your
housekeeping,  leisure  activities,
exercise, sports or other activities. You
go to the drug store or to your doctor
and get pills to help relieve your pain.
But you find the pain keeps returning.
Alternatively, the doctor may refer
you to a specialist who may tell you
that surgery 1s needed or is an option
for you.

However, many people are hesitant
to have surgery given its invasive
nature. It is important to know
that although surgery is sometimes
necessary, it 1s considered a last resort
In most cases.

Also, you may have heard that there
are serious health risks associated with
chronic use (or overuse) of pain pills or
anti-inflammatory drugs that include
damage to the liver, kidneys and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and
highly effective approach that has
helped many sufferers improve their

work,

Advertorial
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lives dramatically: Laser therapy
uses light to favor and accelerate
the body’s natural healing processes.
The innovative Multiwave Locked
System (MLS) Laser produces a safe,
efficient and simultaneous effect on
pain, inflammation, swelling and
water retention, exceeding the limits
of traditional LLLT (Low power) and
concerns of HP (High power) laser
therapy.

What does this mean for you?

Our patients have reported a
90-95% relief of their symptoms,
more mobility, increased flexibility
and vastly improved function!

It 1s the very latest in medical
technology, with years of clinical
studies supporting its safety and
efficacy and we are very proud to offer
our patients effective solutions to their
recent or chronic conditions.

“This natural, safe and
highly effective approach has helped
their lives

new,

many sufferers improve
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you achieve
the results you deserve! Call (905) 773-
2225 to book your FREE consultation and
examination at King West Wellness Centre
141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In
the Home Hardware Plaza)

Stay Informed

Stay Connected

i

Lol
TR T

N N S S LE

Subscribe to my to newsletter

by visiting
vanbynen.ca
and Get Updates
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4 \KRESTON
"GTA

Serving Aurora businesses
for over 20 years

- Corporate year end taxes

- Financial statement preparation

- Accounting and bookkeeping

- Business and personal tax planning
- Personal tax preparation

- US tax preparation

- Estate planning

Kreston GTA, Chartered Professional Accountants

To set up a free consultation,
please call or email us: info@krestongta.com

krestongta.com | 905.713.1173 | 66 Wellington Street East, Aurora, Ontario

A member of Kreston International | A global network of independent accounting firms

Local band brings “Soul”
to Concerts in the Park

Despite the rain, Town Park was filled with Soul on Wednesday, August 26, as Soul Benefit took over

the Band Shell in the penultimate performance in the Town'’s popular Concerts in the Park Summer
Series. (Top, Above, and Below) Led by Steve Falk, Soul Benefit lends their talents to help community
organizations and non-profits raise money and awareness for worthy issues and causes. (Bottom
Left) Ticket-holders get comfy under threatening skies. (Bottom Right) The evening’s concert was
emceed by Lori Hoyes, President of the Aurora Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion.

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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BERETT.

SHARING WHAT MATTERS

100% Canadian Beef, Pork and Chicken
Raised without the use of Antibiotics, Hormones or Steroids
Certified Organic Options Available

Pickups available at our farm on Wednesdays and
Fridays from 9am - 4pm

UPS Shipping Available

Receive 15% off your first online order

N1 KoL CHTHEAURORAN
fa

15th Sideroad

Peoy uojsepy

4400 15th Sideroad,
King City, ON L7B 1K4

BERETTAFARMS.COM
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Open Online
Flooring Store.

e V/iSit USipm 2
www.floorsdirectnorth.ca

|. ]
Now

> Floors Direct |0 Walker Phwy N.

4 NORTH Unit 1, Newmarket, ON L3Y 7B3

T:905-235-4400 | F:905-235-4411
Inquiries@floorsDirectnorth.ca

Club Aurora

Brandie Yorg demonstrates chair exercises in
online fitness tutorials. Contributed photo

By Brock Weir

You don’t need a fancy gym to stay
fit if you’re more comfortable staying
at home. Sure, it might help, but if
you’re looking for the basics from a
local instructor, all you really need is
an internet connection — and maybe
a chair.

Since the early days of the global
pandemic, Club Aurora’s Brandie
Yorg has been leading the community,
with a special emphasis on Aurora
seniors, in a series of simple and easy
training exercises through the Town’s
YouTube channel and Aurora’s Rec at
Home program.

The videosstarted off asjustsnippets
between 20 and 30 seconds, but based
on positive feedback from viewers,
operations have only expanded.

“Going online was a way we could
still interact with the fitness community
because Club Aurora has quite a big
fitness community,” says Ms. Yorg. “It
was received really, really well. Then
I was approached about doing some
longer videos so people could actually
do a class and not have to do it through
Zoom. Not everyone, especially at
first, was comfortable doing Zoom, so
this way you could just do it.”

Videos for general Club Aurora
patrons are of higher intensity, but
videos tailor-made for members of
the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, and older
Aurorans at large, are simpler and
often incorporate common household
items — like a kitchen chair.

“Stretch and Relax are the most
popular fitness classes at the Centre,”
she says. “I tried to do something
that would appeal to everyone. If you
wanted to move, you had the ability to
do something.”

But, creating videos that were
both interactive and engaging was
something she describes as a “whole
new ballgame.”

THE AURORAN
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Sports ® News ® Coming Events
Classifieds * At Your Service

TheAuroran.com

“As instructors, we’re used to
being able to see people and you
know what’s working, you know what
they are understanding. I really had
to play around with it and use my
expertise from the past, the classes I
had been previously teaching (prior to
COVID-19) and just went from there.
I did the things that were most popular
and easy to understand, things that
didn’t need a lot of cueing and things
that anyone can do. I tried to do things
you could do the first time out.”

Ms. Yorg began working at Club
Aurora, the Town’s fitness centre
located at the Aurora Family Leisure
Complex, six years ago. She began as
a fitness instructor there and has since
moved over to the Aurora Seniors’
Centre.

Going online presented its own
challenges, but Ms. Yorg says she knew
that the ultimate goal was connecting
with people and that is what drives her
—1in person and in a virtual realm.

“I miss connecting with people so I
tried to use a lot of the same wording
that I would use in class as I was doing
the videos,” she explains. “I felt people
would be watching them and I was
going to end up in someone’s living
room connecting with them — and I
missed that.

“I think these videos will [continue].
People can come back to them on
their own schedule, do them on their
own time, and there will be a need for
them,” she says.

The latest installment, Feet Fitness
for Older Adults (www.youtube.com/
watch?v=tWyn9YEp3o) launched
Thursday and has already had
hundreds of hits. If you haven’t gone
over to try them out, there is no time
like the present, says Ms. Yorg.

“Just check out some of the videos
and just start moving!”

CLUB AURORA RE-OPENS FOR
WORKOUTS AND FITNESS

Club Aurora’s fitness centre is now
back in business.

The gym, based at the Aurora
Family Leisure Complex (AFLC)
re-opened Monday for scheduled
workouts and fitness classes.

Participants are required to pre-
register for a time slot for individual
workouts and classes. Individual
workouts will be booked for 75-minute
time slots with a capacity of 15
participants per block and up to 15
participants for group classes. Fitness
participants can register now online at
aurora.ca/eplay.

New procedures will be in place

to provide safe fitness programs
and services to the community
in accordance with  provincial
and regional health department

regulations. These include controlled
access, limited capacity and scheduled

time blocks. As per provincial
and regional health department
regulations, fitness participants are
required to wear face mask or face
covering when entering, exiting and
travelling throughout the facility. A
face mask will not be required during
physical activity.

At this time, all regular fitness
memberships will remain on hold until
full-service levels can resume. When
reinstated, all fitness memberships on
hold will receive an extension date
based on when the facility closed due
to COVID-19. All returning members
will have the option of purchasing a
one-month or three-month fitness

A
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INCOME TAX @ ACCOUNTING
BOOKKEEPING  PAYROLL
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CUMMINGS
ASSOCIATES

Pracrisicmery Limos 1571

10% DISCOUNT

Present this ad | Not in conjunction with any other discount.
Expires 30 days from September 3, 2020

15199 Yonge St., Aurora, ON 146 118 (905) 727-9177
238 Main St., ., Newmarket, ON L3Y 325 (905) 8950692
28 Barrie St., Box 84, Bradford, ON L3Z 2A7 (905) 7750361

‘CM CA
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adapts to virtual fitness programs

membership at a reduced rate of 25
per cent off current fees, or pay-as-
you-go at $5 per activity. Drop-in
services are not available at this time.

The change room amenities, lockers
and showers will not be available.
Participants are asked to come dressed
in workout clothes. Fitness change
rooms will be available for washroom
use only. Water fountains will not be
available for use and Club Aurora
encourages participants to bring their
own water bottles and refill them at the
automated water filling station inside
the AFLC. The walking track, squash
courts and cycle fit studio classes are
still closed at this time.

We are excited to accept new boarders and students at our newly
upgraded facility. It boasts an 150 x 220 outdoor arena. And a
80 x 200 indoor arena with a large heated viewing room/ lounge
to provide a comfortable area for parents and siblings to sit and
watch lessons. We have trails and numerous paddocks for our
horses to enjoy some grass and relax.

PLEASE DROP BY FOR A VISIT.

Contact info:
416-527-4683
quartervalleystable @gmail.com

"“4 NewRoads

Automotive Group™

OB

Caring for
Our Community

CHRYSLER DODGE

Jeep @

Quarter Valley Stables
15134 Dufferin Street, King City,
Ontario L7B 1K5

Look for us on Facebook and

Instagram o

newroads.ca
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Aurora Tigers land former Boston Bruins NHL
player to coaching staff

By Robert Belardi

The Aurora Tigers have brought
in former NHL winger for the Boston
Bruins and the Toronto Maple Leafs,
Greg Johnston, as associate coach.

The club announced Johnston’s
arrival on August 19 via social media.

Team Governor Jim Thomson
says this is a serious signing.

“Greg and I were teammates with
the Toronto Marlboros in the OHL.
He’s a knowledgeable hockey man.
The fact that he was available to add
to what Jim Wells and Robert Powers
are going to be doing, to me, it’s a

serious signing to get him,” Thomson
explained.

Thomson adds bringing back
General Manager Dermot Anderson
to the club was important. He says
Anderson is a very hard worker and
has put together an exceptional team
this offseason.

He admires Johnston for playing
in the NHL and says he i1s a great
mentor both on and off the ice.

Tigers head coach Jim Wells Jr.
1s also a big admirer for the former
NHL player. He says he looks forward
to his consistency.

“It’'s one thing me saying
something, but he’s actually been

Service You Can Trust. Since 1924

www.tholiver.com

905.727.4258

Enjoy the journey

I'll take care of the rest.

Contact me for an auto
insurance quote today.

Richard Gong, Agent
905-727-6333

QO Desjardins

Insurance

Home hardware
Your Community Hardware Store

BRAND NEW COLOURS

JAVA, MIDNIGHT BLUE,

BRAND

NEW

BERMUDA WHITE &

LONDON FOG

CLASSIC BRANDS ALSO HAS A
WIDE SELECTION OF QUARTZ
VANITY TOPS & MIRRORS.

24” 10 727 sizes available

BUYgNOW

ANDISAVE

Come and see
the difference

(A Home |
e ——

NNY2X
\>‘* Pictured here

New Bermuda White Coloug
AN

We Offer Windows and Doors with Installation

As well as...

there. When he speaks, he’s actually
done it. He has the credibility.”

“Our personalities after
meeting each other, we’re similar
but different. I think we really
complement each other. It will be
easier for us to give us a consistent
message,” said Wells.

Johnston was drafted by the
Boston Bruins 42" overall in the
1983 NHL draft. As an 18-year-
old, Johnston first appeared for the
Bruins in the 83-84 season, scoring
two goals in 15 games.

His most recognized season with
the Bruins and of his NHL career
came years later in the 1986-87
season. Johnston recorded 27 points
in 76 games.

He spent many years flipping in
and out of the AHL as a Bruin with
the Maine Mariners.

In June 1990, Johnston was traded
to the New York Rangers for Chris
Nilan, and quickly flipped to the
Toronto Maple Leafs for Tie Domi

NS

Contributed photo

and Mark LaForest.

Johnston spent majority of the
90-91 season with the Newmarket
Saints recording 82 points in 72
games. He made one appearance for
the Maple Leafs that season.

In 1991-92 Johnston recorded
another outstanding year this time
with the St. John’s Maple Leafs, with
73 points. Unfortunately, he was
called up to the Maple Leafs roster
for only three games, recording one
assist.

From 1994 to 2002, Johnston
travelled to Europe and played
for the Iserlohn Roosters, Kassel
Huskies, Berlin Capitals, MODO
Hockey Ornskoldsvik and the
Munich Barons.

The Barrie native has coaching
experience in the OJHL with the
Collingwood Colts. Under Dermot
Anderson, Johnston was relieved of
his duties in September 2019 and
has reunited with Anderson here in
Aurora.

Schomberg
Home hardware

CLASSIC BRANDS VANITIES

AVAILABLE

Housewares, Hand & Power Tools, Plumbing & Electrical
Supplies, Vanities and Toilets, Paint & Painting Supplies,

Automotive Supplies, Screen & Glass Repair.
We also feature Giftware & Seasonal items,
including Lawn & Garden Supplies.

We also sell lumber and provide next day delivery.

JAVA,
MIDNIGHT BLUE,
BERMUDA WHITE

& LONDON FOG
COLOURS

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How.

Aurora

Home hardware 905-727-4751

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora

Schomberg
Home hardware 905-939-HOME (4663)

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Beer & Liquor Store plaza)

Aurora and Schomberg Home Hardware Serving York Region and Surrounding Areas




THE GREAT

2020

HOSPICE

ACTIVITY CHALLENGE

The Great 2020 Hospice Activity

Challenge has been extended through
September 11th. Why not use the Labour
Day weekend to get active with your

family before the fall routine kicks into
action?

EXTENDED TO
September 11*

Our  #HospiceActivityChallenge  asks

community members to set a personal

activity challenge while raising funds for
hospice. You can:

* swim laps
* do yoga
e dance with your friends, or

* choose anything else that gets
you active!

Get moving and ask your friends
and family to support you!

We are at

38%

of our goal and
need your help
fo get closer!

Funds raised from this event are critical to
ensuring our residents have a comfortable
home-like setting during their end-ofife
care. Without community donations,
our hospices wouldn't be able to offer
the home-based comforts our residents
and clients enjoy, such as freshly baked
goods, companionship and respite visits,
bereavement sessions, and self-healing
through art.

COVID-19  has impacted how we
operate, but not how we connect with
our residents and families. We have
continued to provide critical support to
families throughout the pandemic, and
need YOUR help to raise the funds to
keep these programs available.

YOU can help by participating in the
#HospiceActivityChallenge. ~ Set  your
goal. Tell your friends. Get active. And
most of all, help your hospice.

GET INVOLVED TODAY!
WWW.MYHOSPICE.CA

a

N2 ROSPICE

In 2008

| was
introduced
fo my
very first
residential
hospice

| was in university in Sudbury
and decided to volunteer at Vale
Inco Residential Hospice. | was
welcomed, trained and given
a weekly shiff when | would
arrive and check in with the
spiritual care coordinator to see
where she felt my fime would
be best spent. | volunteered
for eight months and it was
a valuable experience.  As
| was preparing myself with
formal education to work in the
field of spiritual and pastoral
care, | was given the gift of
seeing the difference | made
at the bedside with the client
as well as with the families of
the dying. Hospice is a place
where people are allowed to
be dying. Hospice is one of the
best kept secretfs that we want
to get out to all who will listen.
My #HospiceActivityChallenge

gives a way to have the

THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 3, 2020 Page 13

‘*l

Cynfhig's Story

Gifts of Hospice

conversation and talk about
how hospice can serve society
and offer a beautiful place
to honour someone's dying
wishes. If you have never been
gifed with spending time in
a hospice or the chance to walk
the journey with a loved one -
let me tell you it is beautiful.

| choose to support hospice
because | believe it fosters
the chance to befriend our
greatest fears. Hospice fosters
a relationship with dying in
a beautiful, caring way.

Living fully, with
gusto through this
#HospiceActivityChallenge
brings honour fo those
who are unable to live.

The reason | support hospice is
to support the dying by living
fully and being wholly present
fo the journey.

Please give, sponsor
and support the
#HospiceActivityChallenge.
It is one true way fo pay
it forward knowing your dollars
pave the way to
help others grieve.
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has come to Burora

OPENING
SOON
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»NOW HIRING ALL POSITIONS
15420 Bayview Ave, Aurora 9205 503 6700

(Canadian Tire Plaza)
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Join us for a pint,
Classic British
Dishes or Pizza!l!

Watch your favourite sport

is available | yith friends and family!!!

Turtle Tias continue lending helping hand to
reptile neighbours

From page 1
own but at least we've given them a head
start!” explained Kenyon, who has lived in
Aurora for 19 years.

The five Aurora residents — Pippette
Eibel, Flo Leava, Rebecca Prins, Maricella
Sauceda and Wendy Kenyon — have
devoted countless hours of monitoring to
keeping the nests safe, in rain and shine,
at daytime and in the night. “Were a
small but committed group of five core
volunteers, with others we can call upon
when extra help is needed. We have one
resident, Irene, who offers her services as
a ‘turtle taxi’ and 1s happy to transport
turtles in need of medical attention,” said
Kenyon. “We are also joined by volunteers
like Julian, Sabrina and Eva, who are
happy to learn and help out.”

Road traffic is a major threat to turtles
so the Tias spend a lot of time trying to
keep the adult females safe during nesting
season when they’re crossing busy roads to
get to their nesting sites. “It takes 59 years
and about 1,500 eggs for one adult female
to be replaced in the population so every
one of these mammas is critical to their
survival. Turtles are pre-programmed to
return to the same area year after year so,
sadly, a busy road like Henderson Drive
is no deterrent for a determined female.
We carefully monitor the nesting females,
making sure they’re not disturbed, and
then when theyre finished, we make

sure they return safely to the nearest
wetland. Nesting cages are installed as
soon as possible to protect the nests from
predators,” said Kenyon.

The Turtle Tias also patrol the area
to make sure no one 1s taking any turtles
home. Kenyon and her fellow Tias believe
it’s all about educating people.

“It’'s sad to say but there are a few
people who want to take them home as
pets. These are wild animals and need to
be in their natural habitat from the very
beginning to learn about how to survive
in their environment. Denying them that
critical learning experience can severely
compromise their ability to
Since Snapping Turtles can live for over
a hundred years and grow very large,
they are not appropriate pets. Besides, it’s
illegal.”

Last year, the Turtle Tias successfully
140 turtle Snapping Turtle
hatchlings. “This year, we’re anticipating
more, but so much depends on how well
we can continue to protect the nests from
predators, even with cages installed. It’s a
sad fact that less than 1 per cent of turtle
eggs reach adulthood but at least we can
increase those odds,” Kenyon pointed out.

With the COVID-19 pandemic taking
root earlier this year, matters changed
altogether. An wupside was that the
community became more engaged in the
turtles’ well-being,

Snowball Hearth
& Home (since 1983)

No Power,
No Problem

survive.

released

“They alerted us when turtles were in
danger, like when they were attempting
to cross a busy road or when they were
injured. Far more people have been out
walking these past five months and that’s
helped us keep a communal eye on our
reptilian friends,” said Kenyon, admitting
that locals have been uplifted by being
part of something positive during these
particularly dark times.

With greater interest, there has been a
downside too as some people get too close
to nesting females. “We realize it’s exciting
to watch but what they likely don’t know is
how stressful it is for these nesting mammas

when they’re disturbed laying their clutch.
In some cases, they’ll abandon the process
altogether which can prove fatal. We're
trying to educate as and when we can and
most people are very understanding once
they know why we’re asking them to keep
a certain distance.”

Being a turtle volunteer isnt a
glamourous job — its hard work. But it’s
rewarding too. As Kenyon points out,
“The sight of a tiny hatchling emerging
from the ground or a magnificent adult
female slowly making her way back to the
wetland after successfully laying her clutch
makes everything so worthwhile.”

Briefly

NEW OUTBREAK AT CHARTWELL AURORA: REGION

An institutional outbreak at Aurora’s Cobblestone Lodge declared by the Region of York last week
is now closed, according to the Public Health Unit, but a new week has bought a new outbreak to
Chartwell Aurora (formerly Resthaven). The Region declared an outbreak at Cobblestone Lodge,
located at Yonge and Kennedy Street on August 25 after a caregiver was confirmed to have
COVID-19. The outbreak, however, was deemed over on August 26 with no cases of the virus
found among the residential population of 19, and no further cases within its community of
caregivers. Cobblestone Lodge was the second institutional outbreak declared in Aurora since
the start of the pandemic, following a lengthy outbreak at Chartwell Aurora. But Chartwell
Aurora is now experiencing a second outbreak, this time involving one confirmed case within its
complement of health care workers. At press time, this was the sole case at Chartwell Aurora,
including the resident population. As of Tuesday, September 1, Aurora has 4 active cases of
COVID-19 within the community. In total, the Town has seen 147 confirmed cases of the virus
with 128 cases now marked as resolved. There have been 15 confirmed deaths related to the
pandemic. Of the remaining active cases, all four are attributed to local transmission or close
contact. Region-wide, there have been a total of 3,478 cases of COVID-19 as of September 1,
with 3,127 cases now marked as recovered and 98 marked as active. 253 cases have proved fatal.

OVEN DEEMED CAUSE OF ENGELHARD FIRE

Afire in the early hours of Monday morning on Engelhard Drive was caused by an oven, according
to Central York Fire Services (CYFS). The CYFS was called to a business at 6.03 a.m. on August
31 and, upon arrival, crews reported smoke visible from the roof and the call was upgraded to a
working fire. “The fire in the oven was quickly distinguished,” said the CYFS on Tuesday. “Crews
had to evacuate large volumes of smoke and ensure there was no fire extension.” There were no
injuries. "CYFS worked in collaboration with York Regional Police, York Paramedic Services and

Enbridge. Richmond Hill and East Gwillimbury provided station coverage under the mutual aid

Engineered to circulate air through natural
convection, the Valor Smart Fire is a highly
efficient Fireplace without a fan - providing

agreement.”

31 firefighters attended the scene.

WOOD -« GAS
1324 Wellington St. W., King City 905-727-2392

reliable heat, even during a power failure.

FIREPLACES * STOVES

Burn Clean Engineered Green

DRIVE-IN MOVIE FRIDAY

A recent Disney hit featuring York Region talent will now grace the screen at this Friday’s Drive-In
Movie, set to be hosted by the Town of Aurora at the Stronach Aurora Recreation complex. Pre-
registration for the event is on now through aurora.ca/eplay. For more on the event, including the

movie selection. Visit aurora.ca/moviesinthepark.
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By Brock Weir

A lot has changed in Aurora since
The Auroran began publishing 20
years ago this fall, but one thing that
has not is the dogged determination
of local landscape gardener David
Tomlinson in making the Aurora
Wildlife Reserve a feature of which the
community can be proud.

Readers of recent editions will note
Mr. Tomlinson is pleased with the
progress that has been made in the last
year on the nature reserve and hopes
that substantial work will be completed
within the next twelve months. But, as
our May 1, 2001 edition indicates, it
has long been a work in progress.

Mr. Tomlinson is seen here af the
edge of the property, a swath of land
that starts near the Stronach Aurora
Recreation Complex at Wellington
Street East, all the way up to St. John's
Sideroad as ifs northern boundary.

THE CAPTION

Aurora’s David Tomlinson  surveys
the area he is trying to maintain as a
provincially significant wetland and
will go to an Ontario Municipal Board
hearing next week to make his points.
Area is located between Bayview and
leslie Streets, north of Wellington, in
Aurora’s northeast quadrant. Several
development  proposals  await  the
outcome of the hearing. Readers
express their opinions in the lefters
section.

THE LETTERS

And did they ever answer the calll
Here is just one, penned by an individual
who left a lasting legacy by using her
falents to capture the changing face of
Aurora’s built landscape.

In a letter entitled, “Don't let David
stand up alone,” the late acclaimed
artist Dorothy ClarkMcClure wrofe:

One wonders why multi-millionaire
developers cannot afford fo allow a
1 20-metre buffer around a ‘provincially
significant wefland” known as the East
Avrora Wetland Complex. For more
than 15 vears, Aurora resident David
Tomlinson  has  extensively  studied
this area and the McKenzie Marsh,
and now he is pitied against these
developers and his own town!

His long-ime commitment to ecology
and “Breeding Birds of the Oak Ridges
Moraine” will take him to the Ontario
Municipal Board on May 7 fo fight for
what he believes.

The Town and the developers
sought fo silence him by requesting the
dismissal of this appeal on the basis that
it was “vexatious” and for the purpose
of delaying development.

Are paid consultants always fo be
considered more knowledgeable and
worthy of belief than a respected citizen
with a long, long history of commitment
fo nature and his community@

Our Mayor and members of council
need fo know where other Aurora
residents stand on this issue.

David  Tomlinson  needs  your
encouragement and support against
these Coliaths.

He should not have fo stand up
alone.

The Auroran

at 20: A

community

that is still
“wild"” at
heart

THAT’S NOT ALL

The nature reserve is not the only
ongoing project that received attention
in this edition.

A spotlight was also shone on
Library Square in the story, “library
Square committee approved despite
rough ride”:

A recommendation to hire a
consulfant to  plan  Aurora’s  new
“library square” met with disapproval
during budget discussions, but an
alternative to deal with the issue also
fook a beating last week.

Town staff had originally suggested
a consultant be engaged fo review
redevelopment opportunities for the
square but that was eliminated and
staff were directed fo come up with
other options.

A staff report submitted last week
recommended the formation of an
ad-hoc committee and that a notice
be published inviting citizens o
participate.

However, Councillor Damir Vrancic,
chairman  of the leisure Services
Committee, and committee member
Councillor Nigel Kean objected fo

the report coming directly to Council
without having been considered
by the leisure Services Advisory
Committee.

Their motion fo refer the report to
committee was defeated.

Council approved the ferms of
reference for the committee and
appointed Councillors Ron Wallace,
Dave Griffith, John West, and
Evelina MacEachern to serve on the
committee and to advertise for four
citizen appointees.

Their job will be to allocate space

Advertorial
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Celebrating our O

in the soon-fo-befive  buildings
located within the “square.”

Buildings include the new Llibrary,
Church Street School, the old library,
old fire hall and Victoria Hall.

With the old library, fire hall, and
seniors’ cenfre buildings bulldozed,
the Church Street School, Victoria
Hall and “new Library” will be joined
by a new addition to the School and
a bridge linking it to the Library.
Four buildings instead of five, but a
decision none the less.

Studying Online is a
Viable Option for High
School Students

Given the risks and uncertainties
around back to school plans in Ontario,
studying online remains a consistent and
viable option for high school students.
Why?

Students can log-in and study at their
leisure; they can start and complete their
courses at their own pace regardless of
on-site school schedules. Students can
study, complete assessments, projects and
assignments at their own pace. Students
can complete courses faster or take longer
to absorb and process course material.
ASK Online Canada students are in
complete control of their learning paths
regardless of external factors!

Students have access to caring teachers
at all tmes throughout their course! If
students are unsure about concepts or
need clarification solving a problem,

ASK' Online teachers are an email,
phone call or Zoom meeting away. We
want students to succeed!

Finally, anytime but especially during
these uncertain times, online students
will not experience gaps in their learning.
Online students have access to full course
content and are expected to demonstrate
achievement of course expectations so
there should not be any learning gaps.
This is particularly important for students
in Grade 12 who are planning to enter
university or college in the near future but
nonetheless important for all students.

ASK Online Canada 1s a private, online
school, authorized by the Ontario Munmstry of
Education to grant credits towards the OSSD.
ASK Online Canada 1s a solid chowe for high
school students. For more information, call 416-
735-5547 or email info@askonlinecanada.ca.
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Local artist collaborates on graphic novel on
personal experience with Japanese internment

By Brock Weir

As a grandmother, Lillian Michiko
Blakey shares family stories in unique
and creative ways.

Some are of happy memories, some
are memories that might be challenging
for young minds to fully process until
they are a little bit older — but for Ms.
Michiko Blakey, the medium can help
convey the message.

As an artist based in York Region,
Ms. Michiko Blakey, a third-generation
Japanese-Canadian, has shared her
family’s very personal story of being
interred along with hundreds of other

Japanese Canadians during the Second
World War through a very visual lens —
including a recent online exhibition and
podcast with the Aurora Public Library.

Soon, her moving work, which
she has shared at schools throughout
York Region, will be reaching new
audiences through a graphic novel, a
collaboration between herself and Jeff
Chiba Stearns, a fourth-generation
Japanese-Canadian.

“On Being Yukiko” tells the story
of a Japanese-Canadian grandmother
sharing  her family’s story of
internment and forced relocation
by the Government of Canada with
her mixed-race granddaughter, and,

’

Plumbing Service

Bob’s

EST. 1972

i RESIDENTIAL  COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL
905-727-3210 a‘

www.bobsplumbing.ca

|

Al =

through the story, explores issues of
identity for young people.

“I have been doing presentations
on my mother’s story that is based on
her experience of being forced from
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home in British Columbia,” she says.
“I have been trying to tell this story
in my artwork since I first showed in
an exhibition at the Aurora Cultural
Centre in 2012. It took me that long
to even tell the story from a third-
generation Japanese-Canadian. It took
me a long time before I could even talk
about it.

“I have been trying to tell the story in
different ways to try and reach different
groups of people. I wanted to educate
young people because I was a teacher
and really wanted to get this into
the curriculum in terms of a part of
Canadian history that very few people
knew about. I wanted this in the hands
of children, so I wanted to turn it into a
graphic novel.”

In doing so, she approached Jeff
Chiba Stearns, who has racked up an
impressive and award-winning resume
as an artist and animator. From there,
the collaboration morphed into an
independently-published graphic novel
due out this fall that Ms. Michiko-
Blakey acts as a springboard to have this
difficult chapter of Canadian history
explored more fully in the classrooms.

“My children and grandchildren
are all mixed race and that is his
particular interest. We decided to do
it as a grandmother, me, telling the
story of how the family came and what
happened to them, to her 12-year-old
granddaughter,” she explains. “To add
interest, Jeff is adding conversations
between the girl and two of her friends
at school. By the end, you get into the
whole talk about racism and systemic
racism and so forth, and identity as a
Canadian.

“I don’t know whatis going to happen
in the schools after the pandemic, but
what I would like to see happen is have
the graphic novel field-tested in schools
because they are being mandated to
look at anti-racist education in schools
and I have been doing that for 30 years.

“I hope it will be a springboard for
discussions on different cultures and try
to include their story — telling the story
of one group of people can lead us to
discussions on how their families came
to Canada, what they experienced
and so forth. It could be a whole
curriculum unit, I hope, because it is
part of the social studies curriculum
but most teachers didn’t even know the
story. They also don’t know what to do
with it because there are no resources
suggested by the Ministry when they
put out the curriculum guide.

“This 1s the kind of thing that can
really turn around racist attitudes
when they start to realize all human
beings basically want the same things
and have the same feelings. When they
get to know other kids, the fear is gone.
That i1s what 1s important for me. I
think it 1s really needed, especially
today.”

For more on “On Being Yukiko™, including
how to order a copy of your own, visit
meditatingbunny.com/store.



LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Pflag continues look at social media comment

Last week, I wrote to share a few quotes
that were posted online in response to
discussions about the rainbow crosswalk
coming to Aurora from our former
Mayor Evelyn Buck.

Discussion devolved with statements
that could be perceived to be bigoted
towards the LGBTQ2 community. I
encourage you to look up last week’s letter
if you have not read that yet.

Last week’s quotes showed a lack
of understand for why Pride marches
are still an important celebration in our
community calendars to observe with
respect. I highlighted a quick history of
recent and past events to provide better
context and education.

This week’s quotes continue on with a
theme and focus on LGBTQ?2 folks, but
there are also some equally relevant quotes
directed towards the black community
that I would like to highlight as well.

A little bit about me: I am a gay man

with brown skin and have faced my own
fair share of discrimination lately. I also
lead a local LGBTQ?2 charity, Pflag York
Region. I feel it is important to bring this
up so readers are aware of the perspective
I can lend. Here are just a few of the
comments that were made online.

“Your being gay is your problem,
not mine”.

“People don’t feel the need to
explain themselves. It’s like black
people talking about being black.
Shutup already. If you don’t keep
talking about it no one would even
notice... We don’t even see colour so
Just shut up about it”

“I would do nothing to promote
your lfestyle, I do not deny your
right to live your life as you choose
but do not ask me to celebrate it”.

Continued on page 18

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

From page 4
economic consumer. And, as such, |
have a special pleading,

Your Library 1s already one of the
main “draws” to Aurora.

I have been a patron for almost
over 35 years and look forward to it
becoming and ever greater part of my
life with the expansion.

The price of $51,000,000 seems
daunting, but it isn’t going down. If
you put off this investment, it will only
increase in cost.

I urge you not to make the same
mistake Richmond Hill made when
it deferred the building of a new
municipal centre at Major Mackenzie
and Yonge because it “couldn’t afford
it.” Now, the original price seems cheap
by comparison, and the use of a better
facility over the intervening decades

and, frankly, now a decent “city” centre
may never be properly completed.

Now, there may be people in Aurora
who disdain culture and the arts and
who would never take advantage of a
splendid facility like the one proposed.
There’s nothing I can do to persuade
them otherwise.

On the other hand, there should
be people on Council who can be
convinced that opting for the false
economies of — perhaps permanent
deferral —is not a good idea.

Your decision should be
whether to create a fine hub for pleasure,
utility, and an economic boost...or let
the area falter.

Thinking you’ll be doing what is
fiscally responsible by postponing the
project is an illusion.

about
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Chop with an ax 36. Alfalfa
4. Where a bachelor lives 41. Dish soap
7. Indicates near 45. Witnesses
10. Doctors’ group 46. Ancient Greek City
11. It’s just a number 47. Newspaper bigwigs
12. Type of bread 50. Discuss again
13. Lively ballroom dance 54. Small group with shared interests
15. Charles S. Dutton TV series 55. Support
16. A way to use up 56. Popular sportcoat fabric
19. Singular event 57. Take hold of
21. Home of Disney World 59. Pre-Mayan civilization
23. Minerals 60. Woman (French)
24. Most insightful 61. Wheeled vehicle
25. Consult 62. Georgia rockers
26. In addition 63. Cold War player (abbr.)
27. Agents of downfall 64. Pitching stat
30. Organizations 65. Attempt
34. Supervises flying
35. Bar bill
CLUES DOWN
1. Czech monetary unit 31. When you hope to get there
2. Arousing intense feeling 32. Angry
3. Elks 33. One point east of due south
4. Muscular weaknesses 37. Respects
5. Before the present 38. Organize anew
6. Figures out 39. French wine grape
7. Infinite 40. Intrinsic nature of something
8. A low wall 41. Neural structures
9. Silly 42. Brews
13. Political organization 43. Where ships take on cargo
14. Used of a number or amount 44, Holiday season singer
not specified 47. Shock treatment
17. Divisions of the psyche 48. Popular average
18. Denial 49. Products
20. Ancient Iranian person 51. A type of bear
22. Count on 52. Utilize
27. Popular sports league 53. Old world, new
28. Water (French) 58. Swiss river
29. Partner to cheese
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

From page 17

The comments highlight another very
major problem in the fight for equal and
respectful treatment that all marginalized
groups face. The problem that it is not
seen as everyone’s problem but only their
OWI.

Being gay or LGBTQ2isnotaproblem.
Talking about being black or continued
discussion by the marginalized about
their lived experience is not the problem.
Bigotry, homophobia, anti-black racism,
transphobia, biphobia, antisemitism, all
forms of hate and discrimination are the
problem.

A lack of care and understanding
for others is the problem. Hate and
misinformation and misunderstanding is
everyone’s lived-experience is the problem
and the treatment of LGBTQ2 people
and other marginalized groups online is
everyone’s problem. They threaten the
safety of all community members. Words
can be weaponized whether it is your
intention or not.

To say something is not your problem
implies you bear no responsibility for
its solution. When it comes to hate and
discrimination, to standing up to people
who think you are not their equal, we all
have a responsibility to speak up and hold
these individuals accountable. To not
see colour 1s to not see the problems and
the systemic racism that impacts black
communities — even in Aurora.

Being gay, straight, bi, trans, gender-
fluid, non-binary, two-spirit, asexual,
queer and any other LGBTQ2 inclusive
identities are not choices as implied above.
I did not choose to be gay no more than
you choose to be straight.

I remember when my group of guy
friends in elementary school began to
share they had crushes on girls in our
grade growing up, I began to notice I had
those feelings too, but for them. The only
things that were imposed on me were
the feelings that came from within. They
were deep feelings of care and even love.
At the same time, these same friends also
used the word “gay” and that three letter
“f”” word fairly often. I knew these related
to me but I didn’t quite understand it. But
I knew it was different, and I knew these
words meant that if I shared my feelings
with them I would be shunned, made fun
of, or worse, attacked.

I was further harassed and bullied
in high school until I found a group of
friends that accepted me for me. Even
then, that group acceptance then came
at the expense of remarks being made
behind my back from others outside my
circle. I had people to support me and
others wouldn’t dare say it to my face —
the power of allyship at play. Especially
after my mom showed up to my high
school and threatened a group a kids who
once made threats against me. The power
of a parent whose love knows no bounds.

I ask you, what child would chose that
for themself? What parent would want
that for their kids? Being LGBTQ2 is no
more of a choice than ones’ decision to
be born straight. To reiterate, it’s for these
reasons that hate and discrimination’s
everyone’s problem.

You also don’t need to exactly
“celebrate” pride to atfirm LGBTQ2 lived
experiences. My friends didn’t in high
school, but they made me feel accepted
in other ways. A lot of the traits of just
being a good decent person were tied to

that experience and I am so grateful for
that time with them. I am also grateful for
the support of my mom, my immediate
family, co-workers and companies past
and present, and my friends’ past and
present. In the absence of support systems
like that, LGBTQ2 people are far more
likely to suffer from anxiety, depression,
substance abuse and suicide.

My first boyfriend died by suicide after
losing his battle with depression just shy
of his 24th birthday, even despite having
access to similar support systems like mine
with his own affirming friends and family.

To do nothing, to think hate is not your
problem and to not work at supporting

Getting Things Done

From page 5

longer we delay, the longer it will be
before this critical element of our
downtown revitalization plan can have
a positive impact on our local economy.
inspires
Pausing doesn’t stimulate the economy
— 1t risks stagnating it.

Over the past few months, I have
had the opportunity to speak directly
to hundreds of residents and business
owners and can say confidently that
there is overwhelming support for this
historic project

However, as is the case with any
large-scale community project. The
support 18
unanimous.

I have listened to the views of those
who say we should go slow or go smaller
and acknowledge these sentiments.

Investment mvestment.

overwhelming but not

and affirming the lived experiences of
the marginalized in any way you can is a
form of further promoting the systemic
phobias and racism that continue to exist
in our communities both culturally and
mnstitutionally:

That goes for all forms of hate from
those directed towards the LGBTQ2
community, to anti-black
antisemitism and Islamophobia to name
a few. The choice to be silent when you
have the means to speak up for others is a
choice to promote the status quo, one that
is not affirming to the marginalized.

racism,

Tristan Coolman
Pflag York Region

However, I firmly believe now is
not the time for a “smaller” vision for
aurora. We need to do this right the
first time and take progressive action
for a brighter future.

I am proud of the work the previous
Council started and this Council has
finished by taking the historic next step
to making the long-term vision for our
downtown core a reality.

Library Square is a community
building project that bring
community and economy together.
Our downtown core will return to
being a destination for residents,
businesses and visitors alike and our
commitment to its revitalization will
be fulfilled.

In the words of Mahatma Gandhi,
“The future depends on what we do in
the present.”
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Community already seeing benefits of upcoming
wildlife reserve: advocate

From page 1
has been swift and could be “pretty
well done” in another year.

Trail within  the
expansive nature reserve, which
runs from St. John’s Sideroad in
the north to Wellington Street East,
just west of the Stronach Aurora
Recreation Complex (SARC) in the
south, 1s currently underway and Mr.
Tomlinson says he is encouraged by
the progress.

“It is progressing faster than ever
because they need to,” he says.
“People are beginning to wander all
over it and the way that is stopped is
by having trails. They’re now starting
to fence the areas, so it is beginning
to take shape now. In another year or
so, it should be pretty well finished.
The big problem is how much money.
During WWthe virus, if we can save
money;, should. We need the
money for other things.”

A chief way the Town can save
money on steering the wildlife reserve
to completion is the installation of
time-tested drop-board dams to
manage the water levels within on-
site wetlands.

This has been a perennially thorny
1ssue between proponents of the
reserve and the Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority (LSRCA),
which has the final word on the issue.
Mr. Tomlinson says that drop-board
dams and associated berms are the
most cost-effective way of achieving
these goals, despite LSRCA policy.

The opposition to drop-board
dams stems from concerns about
the management of migrating cold

construction

we

water fish and the potential for such
management systems to raise water
temperatures.

“Even though we now have
stormwater ponds that clean the water
up, it 1s not the heat of the water that
is the problem but the pollution and
the salt,” says Mr. Tomlinson. “Their
basic policy is you can’t put fill [for
berms] in the river valley and you
can’t use drop-board dams. First of
all, they widened Wellington Street,
which put thousands of tonnes of fill
into the East Holland River. Then,
they widened St. John’s Sideroad,
which put a few more thousand cubic
feet of fill in, then they built Hartwell
Way, which put even more fill into
it — because it suited our economy
and transportation, that wasn’t a
problem, but it is a problem if you
want to provide habitat for wildlife
and build a berm across.

“It 1is simpler, more efficient,
cheaper to run, but it doesn’t match
Lake Simcoe’s policy. I think the
LSRCA needs to modity their policy.
I don’t disagree with it with prestige
areas across the Oak Ridges Moraine.
It is a sound policy in rural areas, but
it does not work in highly polluted
urban areas.”

The LSRCA confirms they are not
in favour of either new online ponds
or new dams, as outlined in their
watershed development guidelines.

According to Susan Jagminas of
the LSRCA, there are policies in
place that relate to existing dams and
dykes.

“Our guidelines do allow for
alterations and maintenance as per

the conditions outlined in that section
(9.2.5),” she said. “We issued a permit
for the repair of the existing dam
near Hartwell (per our guidelines),
but have not received any permit
applications for the eco park.

“Our Guidelines do not speak
specifically to new dams. However,
Section 9.2.2 provides that LSRCA
would not support the creation
of instream ponds and Section
9.2.4 speaks to the enclosure of a
watercourse (a dam would qualify
as creating an enclosure or online
pond). In simple terms, LSRCA 1is
not in favour of either new online
ponds or new dams.”

Nevertheless, the protection and
management work that has been
carried out thus far has already
reaped environmental rewards, Mr.
Tomlinson says.

Birds that used to be abundant in
this area, but have been rare to spot
in recent decades — such as the pie-
billed grebe, the least bittern, and
the marsh wren — have shown signs
of rebounding with multiple nesting
pairs spotted this year and one of
the contributing factors is on-site
water management, he says.

“This year, we had the highest
number of birds he
says. “We have nearly 100 young
tree swallows, another threatened
species, right in the bird boxes of
the nature reserves and [the reserve]
1s beginning to show signs of what it
1s supposed to do. The right thing
about a nature reserve is it has a
really good selection of habitats in
it; examples of all the mains like

nesting,”

sedge mash, cattail marsh, open
water, deciduous woodland, pine
woodland and grassland.”

Mr. Tomlinson praises the efforts
of former mayor Phyllis Morris for
securing a “substantial chunk of
grassland” for the reserve which has,
in turn, lent itself to soon become
Aurora’s only looped trail system.

“That is a great improvement
from a trails point of view,” he
says of being able to walk a figure-
eight rather than reaching the end
of a trail and having to double
back. “With habitat improvement,
we should be able to have a really
educational [environment] with
different species. Access to the
public is really restricted, so that
1s a great thing. You’re not allowed
to just wander off where you like;
you can only view the wildlife from
either the trails or fixed viewing
points so wildlife has minimal
disturbance, which is probably why
the grebes and the least bittern is
there because there is no public
access on the site where the bittern
is nesting. It doesn’t matter how
many people you have through if
the wildlife can’t see them. The
nature reserves in England are all
designed like that and they can have
five or six, or 8,000 people a day go
around but wildlife just couldn’t
care less because they never see
them.”

Based on a typical European
model, Mr. Tomlinson says he
believes, once completed, Aurora’s
wildlife reserve, will be a template
for the rest of the country.

THE AURORAN CLASMIFTEDS

Thank You, Carriers!
for delivering The Auroran
through these
challenging times.
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www.askonlinecanada.ca

HIGH SCHOOL CREDITS!
Ny
=SAVE $100—

= REPLYTOTHISAD =
ZAAARNARANY

Study from anywhere,

anytime! ﬁ

ONLINE CANADA

Think you can sell?

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

the annual rental campaign.

collection for newly rented units.

EXPECTATIONS:

® Have a positive attitude

e Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
e Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:

e Sales Driven

® Work well in results based environment

e Goal Oriented

® Great Personal Skills

® Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be
willing to train the right candidate

e Marketing and/or Communication
education would be a great fit

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.

EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION:
employment@londonprop.com

® Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for

e Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign.
e Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment

e Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units

LP

LONDON
PUBLISHING corp.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter
with a passion for community news.

The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness
to cover local community events and issues.

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

e Freelance reporting work for weekly
community newspapers and special projects

e Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover
e Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story
e Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

e Take photographs

e Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:

e Diploma in journalism preferred

e Candidates should have experience working on
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

e Excellent writing, editing and photography skills
e Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

Reporting experience an asset

e Aninterest in local issues is a necessity,
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Let’s Talk.

Interested and qualified
candidates should forward
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

SHERWOOD
MAINTENANCE
GROUP. Trusted
Tree Maintenance and

CARPET

I have 1000’s
of yards of new
100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom

Removal. Free estimates.
647-400-6998 or 647-
323-1913 Specializing in
Aerial Pruning, Arborists
reports, urban tree and
stump removal and much
more!

& hall for as little as
$389.00

(includes carpet, pad & install)

Call Steve

871.799.8179
carpetdeals.ca

GARAGE
SALE

will be held on

September

4th, 5th 6th and 7th.

9 am - 6 pm
by the
Sisters of Good Council
at the Marylake Grounds
by the barn.

Rain or shine.
Everything must go!

Located at 13760 Keele St,
north of King Rd,
15th Sideroad.

ADVERTISE IN
THE AURORAN
CLASSIFIEDS
(905) 727-3300
EXT. 102
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