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SACRED CANOE - students from Sacred Heart Catholic High School began the trek with their Sacred Canoe last week with a poignant
performance at St. Andrew’s College. Tuesday’s performance was the launch of their “Canoe to the Capital” journey which saw students take
the community-based arts project, inspired by Truth & Reconciliation, to Ottawa in conjunction with the International Day for the Elimination
of Racial Discrimination. For more, please see Page 19.

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Library Square redevelopment gets
$38 million Council green light

By Brock Weir

It is billed as a downtown revitalization
project that will see positive dividends for
generations to come, and when Council sat
down last Thursday to formally approve
the estimated $38.2 million redevelopment
of Library Square last week, proponents
hailed it as a “historic moment” for Aurora.

Council, at a Special Council meeting
on Thursday night, voted 5 — 2 in favour
of moving forward with a new cultural

and community space in Downtown
Aurora, one which will include both a
three-storey addition to the historic Church
Street School and a multipurpose outdoor
gathering space intended to be a year-
round attraction.

“This is a pivotal point in our Town’s
history and one that will change the
trajectory of our community;” said Mayor
Tom Mrakas in a statement following the
meeting. “Our residents are excited about
this project and I am incredibly proud of
Councll for working together to take this

next step to move the project from concept
to reality. In many ways, we are returning
to the roots of our Town by bringing our
downtown core back to its former glory and
making it a dynamic community gathering
space once again. We are investing in our
community and I am confident this will
encourage business to follow suit and invest
in downtown Aurora.”

The Mayor’s comments echoed many
of the positive comments offered by
Council members last week, but despite

Continued on page 11

Artistic rendering of Library Square courtesy of RAW Design & The Planning Partnership
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Abdulrahman Matar is a founder of Arab Voices.

By Brock Weir

The conversation between cultures is
something “crucial for the betterment of
human relationships,” according to writer
and poet Abdulrahman Matar, and there
1s no better way to start a conversation than
speaking up.

This is exactly what Mr Matar, a
native of Syria, hopes will take place next
Saturday, April 6, at the Aurora Public

FRIDAY
APRIL 12
4PM - 8PM

Contributed photo

Library (APL) when they and Mr. Matar’s
Syrian Mediterranean Cultural Forum,
join forces for a bilingual (English and
Arabic) afternoon of poetry, music and arts
from the Arab world.

“The conversation between cultures is
something crucial for the betterment of
human relationships, and we should always
be open to experience other cultures,” says
Mr. Matar, speaking to The Auroran in
an interview conducted over email. “We
live in a unique society that is diverse and

AURORA CHAMBER
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has many cultures within it, so this is a very
important opportunity to be mtroduced to
a different culture. We welcome everyone,
we can listen to each, talk, and work
together and collaborate. Humanity brings
us together.”

Mr. Matar came to Canada in 2015
via the United States. He requested
asylum in Canada for political reasons and
eventually gained his permanent residency.
Now working on attaining his Canadian
citizenship, he says he is “proud” to be here,
enjoy freedom, and work for a living “with
no threats or dangers due to writing freely,
or due to the freedom of self-expression.”

A member of PEN Canada and the
Writer’s Union of Canada, he says he was
“born between books.”

He was raised in a family that boasted a
big and diverse library and an unabashed
love of reading and culture that existed
prior to the advent of television and the
internet.

“I wsed to read every book I saw
passionately, then I began going to the
public library before I wrote my first poem
at the age of 12,7 he recalls. “Then, I
was allowed in an earlier age to listen and
become acquainted with writers, novelists
and poets that made me drown in a sea of
writing, going from poetry to stories and
journalism, and then to novels.

“Writing had brought me courage
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Arab Voices to rise in “unique cultural festival”

and joy, but also pain and the arrest that
followed my writing,”

In his writing, he finds inspiration in the
lives of the average person — “their stories,
their sadness, their happiness. Those who
are arrested, those who are victims. In
people’s eyes, their footsteps, their dreams
and thoughts.”

“They create life,” he says, noting he
feels quite a difference when writing poetry
compared to prose and journalism. “It
feels to me as I'm flying above the clouds,
drifting away i a dream, faraway: I feel the
letters of the words as if they were pieces
of my soul, or as if it was the melody of the
soul. Poetry is the greatest method for me
to express my emotions and it is a beautiful
melody.”

"This melody will be heard wildly through
Aram Voices.

This is the aim of the program, bringing
together poets, novelists, short story writers,
as well as creators specializing in everything
from drawing, to painting, to film.

“T've noticed throughout the past years
that the Canadian society, including writers
and novelists, do not know the Arab culture
well, and that includes Arab writers that
have been here for years,” he says. “This
is also related to the absence of events
and activities that makes the Arab culture

known better in Canada. By that I mean
Continued on page 3
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Arab Voices to rise in “unique cultural festival”

From page 2
the poetry; novels, stories and art.”
Mr Matar founded the Syrian

Mediterranean Cultural Forum in Turkey
in 2013. It bills itself as a cultural forum,
a non-profit NGO, now based out of
Toronto, that is interested in “expressing
the cultural aspect in its different creative
sides in both arts and literature” through
public activities like hosting lectures and
screening films.

“The forum amms to open up to
different cultures and to share ideas and
activities,” he says. “It sees the important
diversity behind that and aims to be a
stage of cultural fertilization and debates,
and it 1s also a forum of support for
the Syrian refugees who are merging
with the new societies receiving them.”
Aram Voices is just one prong of this
approach and the Aurora event will be the

second held locally:

“It is a source of pride and joy for us,”
he says of the relationship between the
group and APL. “Presenting Arab poets
to society and reading poems i both
Arabic and English 1s an entirely different
cultural experience. Nothing like that has
ever happened here, or at least in Aurora
and the area. The audience will get to
know Arab literature through these poets
and writers, and it is a chance for cultural
exchange.”

Arab Voices will take place in the living
room of the Aurora Public Library next
Saturday, April 6 at 2 p.m. Participants
include poets Rula Kahil (Lebanon) and
Sozan Sami Jamil (Iraq), poet and artist
Naeem Hilany (Syria), artist Mwafaq
Katt (Syria), poet Younis Attari (Palestine),
musician Esmaeel Abou Fakher (Syria),
and Mr. Matar.

#StudentsSayNo: Williams
students plan walkout April 4

By Brock Weir

Students at Dr. GW. Williams
Secondary School are planning to make
a statement next week on the Provincial
Government’s changes to the education
curriculum.

In a show of solidarity with teachers,
students are organizing a walkout on the
afternoon of April 4.

“We are walking out to protest changes
to the Ministry of Education that Doug
Ford has announced; mainly funding
cuts, increased class sizes, and mandatory
e-learning,” say students Michelle Cai and
Erica Li. “These changes are detrimental
to the wellbeing of students and teachers
because the classroom dynamic will be
impacted. The funding cuts will result in
a loss of teaching positions and a lack of
new school supplies. Class sizes will also
increase, which will force teachers to pay
less attention to individual students and
schools to cut specialized courses.

“Parents should be aware that there
will be negative consequences for their
children’s education. Another example
of this is that four mandatory high school
credits will have to be online. This method
of learning does not work for every student
and many students will struggle with

Kim Phuc, iconic ”

learning the curriculum. Ford’s policies will
be harmful to not only us but others in the
future.

“We are hoping to get the majority of
students to walk out of class to join the
estimated 100,000 students participating
throughout the province. Most students at
this school are opposed to these changes;
it is important that we announce our
opimions loud and clear. We just can not
afford to stay silent and let Ford get his way:

“Through speaking with teachers, we
have realized that getting this walkout
organized will be difficult. Staff’ are not
allowed to openly support the walkout.
We are unable to make posters, give
announcements, or host meetings. Instead,
we've resorted to using the power of social
media to spread the message to our peers.
Like student organizers from other schools,
we have made an Instagram account (@
gww_saysno) to inform students about
the issue as well as protest details. The
response from our peers has been mostly
positive. Many students are even reaching
out to volunteer as grade representatives
and student speakers. It has been mspiring
seeing our school over the past few days
come together to speak up. This movement
will not go unnoticed. Ontario students
are making it clear to Doug Ford that
#StudentsSayNo.”

Napalm Girl"

to speak in Aurora

At the age of nine, the haunting
photo of a young girl running naked
from a napalm attack during the
Vietham War became an iconic image
of international conflict.

The girl, Kim Phuc, is now an
Ontario resident and a vocal advocate
for providing medical and psychological
assistance to child victims of war.

A recipient of international awards
for her work as a peace activist, Kim
Phuc brings her inspiring story to
Aurora this Wednesday at Northridge

Community Church.

Northridge’s Boomers & Beyond
series, a monthly group for the 50+
designed to provide inspiration and
education, will present a talk with Ms.
Phuc on April 3 at 10 a.m.

Tickets are $10.

For more information, contact
Northridge at 905-895-6276 or wvisit
northridgesa.com.

Northridge Community Church, the
local chapter of the Salvation Army,
1s located at 15338 Leslie Street, just
north of Wellington Street East.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Councillor “reserves
support” on Library Square

There 1s great excitement in the Town
about Library Square.

On March 21, Council made the
decision to move forward with the design
for the Square and new cultural building;

I share this excitement. I have put aside
my concern that the process did not have
a public meeting to comment on the
building design and use. (Council received
the schematic of the building early last
summer.) I was worried about the negative
implications of building in an area with
underground water so close to the surface.
The Planning Partnership is completely
confident that it can be done without
ramifications. I am relieved to know that.

One major concern that can not be
taken lightly is parking in general; and
parking for the thousands who already
attend our Library yearly including those
with disabilities. The design does provide
more than the required accessible spots for
the Square and new building. However,
it does not compensate for the two spots
currently at the Library; and parking
provided on Victoria Street does nothing
to help people with disabilities access the
Library. Aurora has one of the largest
growing senior populations. The parking
design still needs to address this reality and
the needs of young families.

I'wonderif we are being overly optimistic
about the use of the theatre and rehearsal
space. Many of our consulted community
groups expressed support for use; but not
did not commit to be able to pay, especially
full price. Most of our community/cultural
groups struggle to make ends meet. Some
are subsidized by the Town. The small size
of the stage was mentioned as a limiting
factor. I am not sure that there is room to
accommodate storage or dedicated use
requests.

A word of caution: should the Town
consider using this venue to expand its
programming in dance, theatre or visual
arts, we must be careful not to compete
with our local businesses.

Do groups outside of Aurora need
our space? My understanding 1s that the
theatres in Newmarket and Richmond
Hill are not fully booked. And would
groups want to use a venue of this size;
and with the parking constraints? Our
theatre consultants are knowledgeable
and experienced. They are enthusiastically
expressing their support; and predicting
future success. I was pleased to hear this.

I think that it would be wise though to
have a financial contingency plan in place
if the predicted revenues are not realized.

Council does have an initial operations
funding strategy. The estimated yearly cost
for Library Square is $720,000. The initial
cost would be phased onto taxes over the
next three years, $240,000 or 0.5% per
year starting this year. Also approved on
Thursday is a 20-year debt financing plan.
It will be repaid in part by a one-time tax
levy increase of 1%.

I have reserved my support for
the Square untl we know how much
money will be received in Grants. This
knowledge 1s necessary to form a financial
investment strategy for the capital cost of
$37,908,700 + possible options.

Councillor Wendy Gaertner
Aurora

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Time to come clean on SNC-
Lavalin, says reader

Why is it so easy for a government
to grind out political gibberish to cover
up for their favoritism towards big
corporations and their criminal deeds?
High price to pay by losing top
performingcabinetministersandagrand
sullying of their previous reputation.
Time to come clean, Liberals!

Agnes Kraemer
Newmarket

Machell’s Corners

Definition:

Examples:

Adynaton

A way of saying something will
never happen

When pigs fly
WhenLil . . I

When Hell freezes over

SCOTT JOHNSTON

In on the ground floor

The old phrase, “you win some, you
lose some” is just about threadbare as
clichés go, but there’s a reason why it’s a
saying that has such staying power: it’s
absolutely true.

Whatever ~ your  circumstance,
you learn this lesson hard and fast.
Sometimes you learn from it, sometimes
you don’t, but it’s unavoidable.

If youre a writer, particularly a
writer whose work is sent out into the
world with any degree of regularity, you
learn this lesson time and time again,
from many quarters.

But, at the risk of trotting out another
cliché, each hard lesson learned makes
you stronger — well, that is, for putting
forward a stronger debate, whether in
the public sphere or in the close quarters
at home.

But, close to home, there is one
argument I’ve never been able to win —
or, at the very least, make any headway
in bringing people around to my way of
thinking.

Not too long ago, I bowed out of a
social engagement early because I had
to get to bed at a reasonable hour.

“Why?” they asked. So, with some
trepidation, I began explained.

Without going into too much detail,
the gist was simple: I had to get to bed
in good time in order to get up at the
crack of dawn to watch a live news
event unfold halfway around the world
through the wonders of cable.

Even as I write this, I can feel you
cocking your eyebrow as you read.

Indeed, I saw many eyebrows raised in
real time as I unfolded my explanation.

“Why don’t you just set your PVR?”
asked one thoughtful individual.

Point taken.

“You know, it will probably be on
You'lube a couple of hours later, right?”
asked another, doubtlessly rhetorically,
as his eyebrow assumed the position.

My eyebrows stayed put.

I’'d been down this road before. But,
knowing what was to come, I launched
into my time-honoured explanation.

“This 1s history,” I said. “You guys
all studied history in school. Would you
rather read about it after the fact, or
watch it unfold as it happened?”

I was met with familiar blank stares.

Their sleep took top priority. And, I
assume, it would have taken priority for
you as well.

Well, I'm still dug deep in this belief
and that is why Thursday night’s
Special Council meeting hit so many of

BROCK’S
BANTER

Brock Weir

my buttons just right.

‘Aha!” I hear you exclaim! “There’s
a point to this.”

Indeed, there 1s!

If you attended Thursday night’s
meeting dedicated to Library Square,
you either shifted to get comfortable
in your seat as words like “historic”,
“exciting” or phrases like “pivotal
moment” were thrown around with
what some might argue was close to
wild abandon.

If you’re adamantly apposed to
the development of Library Square,
you probably thought they were each
exercises of hyperbole, but if you have
a vested interest in the outcome of
Library Square, you were probably
ready to raise your hands and shout
out to the God of your choice, if you
happen to be so inclined.

I stayed firm in my seat, quiet, as 1s
my job, but if anyone actually did stand
up and shout, “Hallelujah!” I would
have set aside my agnostic beliefs for a
moment and jumped up in spirit as well
— after all, when you have been writing
about a topic several times a year for
nearly a decade with little or nothing
tangible to show for it, you develop a
vested interest in seeing something like
Library Square brought to fruition.

“It was almost nine years ago that I
stood in front of Council in Halifax and
asked Council to approve the Halifax
Central Library project,” said Bruce
Gorman, CEO of the Aurora Public
Library, in his remarks to Council
“And fortunately...they did. That was
the day that changed the trajectory of
the City of Halifax forever. Looking
back now, my hopes and dreams were
realised like I couldn’t have imagined...
[and] right now, here tonight, the same
opportunity is here in Aurora. I never
thought I would have this opportunity
to be a part of something [like this]
again but I do.

“It 1s important that you realise how
important tonight is here in Aurora. I
come from experience; this is a golden

opportunity for everybody here in
Aurora to step up and make today, this
day, the day we say, ‘Aurora changed
forever.””

Well, that certainly made me sit up
in my seat.

Will Thursday, March 21, turn out to
be the day Aurora changed forever? It’s
too early to tell, but it seems well on the
way.

If anything, it 1s certainly the
beginning of a new chapter, and I can’t
wait to see how it all turns out.

People might assume that people in
this profession are, by nature, jaded
pessimists, but I remain — as someone
who has always been a proponent of
Aurora stepping outside of its relatively
staid comfort zone and taking a bold
move towards the future — optimistic
about Library Square’s prospects.

Thursday’s meeting also prompted
me to dig a bit deeper and re-read some
of the earliest stories I wrote about
Library Square.

Some of the briefest mentions date
back to 2010, but the more substantive
stuff’ turned up in the spring of 2012,
with the story “Redevelopment ideas are
in the air for Downtown Aurora.” The
article, dated April 2, touched upon the
bold vision of then-Councillor Evelyn
Buck for the Victoria and Church lands.

At the time, Buck
suggested the old homes of the Aurora
Public Library and Seniors’ Centre
meet the wrecking ball for something
much larger, all supported by Aurora’s
Hydro Reserves.

“[The sale of Aurora Hydro] was
a very difficult decision to make and
even now I am not sure it was the
right decision,” she said. “But what
will make it a right decision is if’ we
replace the Hydro with another asset
of equal or better value.”

I can’t argue with that.

An adequate she
argued, was a multi-storey building
(check!) with space for community
groups (check), a youth space (done
elsewhere, the Aurora Family Leisure
Complex, in the intervening years)
and multiple levels of underground
parking  (well, can’t have
everything).

What we’re getting in the Library
Square plans now 1s a bit less
grandiose but, in my opinion, no less
exciting — and I’'m excited to be in on
the ground floor as an observer to see
how this will all unfold.

Councillor

replacement,

we
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On  March 20, 2019, the
Finance Minister presented Budget
2019: Investing in the Middle Class to
Grow Canada’s Economy in the House
of Commons. Since 2015, hard-working
Canadians have proven what has long
been understood: a strong economy
starts with a strong middle class.

Nearly four years ago, Canadians
chose a plan to invest in the middle class
and offer real help to people working
hard to join it. Investing in the middle
class means investing in people—with
more help for those who need it. It means
building a better Canada—a stronger,
more connected country—and it means
better opportunities for people today, and
the promise of a better future, even in a
world of constant change.

The Government’s investments
are paying off. Canada’s economy is
strong and growing, more Canadians
are working, and families have more
money to save or spend each month.
With Budget 2019, the Government is
continuing to invest to grow the economy
for the long term, in a fiscally responsible
way—ensuring that Canada’s federal
debt-to-GDP ratio continues on a steady
downward track.

In Budget 2019, the Government of
Canada proposes to:

Make homeownership more
affordable for first-time buyers by
implementing a First-Time Home Buyer
Incentive, a shared equity mortgage
program that would reduce the mortgage
payments required to own a home; and

The signs of spring in Aurora are all
around us; birds singing, grass getting
greener, and melting snow revealing
cigarette butts, coffee cups, plastic bags
and other unsightly debris.

I think I speak for all of us when I say
that from the above list we much prefer
seeing the former natural wonders over
the latter unnatural ones.

But sadly, the appearance of so much
garbage after the snow melts is a reality
here in Town.

People have lots of opportunities for
proper waste disposal other than just
tossing things on the ground.

Even in the winter months, there are
many municipal garbage pails on our
streets and in our parks for residents
to use. Except in extreme weather
conditions, these are emptied regularly.

There are also trash bins in most
plazas, at gas stations and in other
public places like the GO station.

Or if they’re out and about and can’t
find a proper receptacle, unless the
item to be disposed of is melting ice
cream cone, or something exceptionally
malodorous, people could just hang
onto it a little longer and dispose of it
at home.

Although careless littering is a year-
round activity, it 1s a gradual process,
and things tend to be picked up
eventually in the warmer months, so is
less noticeable then.

What makes it worse this time

MP’s Report

Kyle Peterson, MP
Newmarket-Aurora

by providing greater access to their
Registered Retirement Savings Plan
savings to purchase a home.

Help workers gain new skills with
the creation of the new Canada Training
Benefit, a benefit that will give workers
money to help pay for training, provide
income support during training, and with
the cooperation of the provinces and
territories, offer job protection so that
workers can take the time they need to
keep their skills relevant and m-demand.

Prepare young Canadians for
good jobs by helping make education
more affordable through lowered interest
rates on Canada Student Loans, making
the six-month grace period interest-free
after a student loan borrower leaves
school, and creating up to 84,000 new
student work placements per year by
2023-24.

Help Canadians with the cost
of prescription drugs by taking
steps towards a national pharmacare
plan, starting with creating a new
Canadian Drug Agency that could lower
Canadians’ drug costs by as much as $3
billion per year, developing a national
formulary for prescription drugs, and a
national strategy for high-cost drugs for
rare diseases.

Support low-income Canadian

Meltdown

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

of year is that everything has been
accumulating untouched for months
since late the previous year, continually
being hidden under a blanket of freshly
fallen snow.

Out of sight, out of mind, at least
until spring.

Then, like some sort of alternate
universe Advent calendar,
surprises are unveiled by the melting
snow, each seemingly more awful than
the last.

Although ideally it shouldn’t have
to, every year around this time the
Town enlists enthusiastic volunteers to
help clean things up. Provided with a
kit containing bags, gloves and what I
hope is litres of hand sanitizer, they’re
assigned a specific public area of Town,
and spend the morning bent over
picking up whatever they find.

You'll know where they've been
working not only by the subsequently
tidier appearance of the area, but also
the many garbage/recycling bags and
larger debris left by the curb for pick
up. Shopping carts, sports equipment,
tires... you never know what they’ll

various

The Aurora Museum

& Archives is
remembering...

The Royal Hotel!

For over 40 years, the southeast corner of
Yonge and Mosley Streets was home to the

Royal Hotel.

This image was captured sometime after 1888

when the building was extensively

enlarged by a three-storey addition at the

rear.

seniors who choose to stay in
the workforce by enhancing the
Guaranteed  Income  Supplement
earnings exemption so that they can
effectively keep more of their hard-
earned income.

Support municipalities’ local
infrastructure priorities by
proposing a one-time top-up of $2.2
billion through the federal Gas Tax
Fund that will double the Government’s
commitment to municipalities in 2018-
19, and make sure communities have the
funds they need to pay for crucial repairs
and other important local projects. As a
result, the Town of Aurora will receive
an additional $1,694,566.37 to invest in
important infrastructure projects.

Give all Canadians access to
high-speed internet so that all
Canadian homes and businesses have
access to 50 Mbps high-speed internet
no matter where they live—including
people and businesses in rural, remote
and northern communities.

Lower Canadians’ energy
costs by partnering with the Federation
of Canadian Municipalities to increase
energy  efficiency in  residential,
commercial and multi-use buildings, and
by introducing a new incentive for buying
electric battery or hydrogen fuel cell
vehicles with a manufacturer’s suggested
retail price under $45,000.

Advance reconciliation with
Indigenous Peoples through new
measures to help improve the quality of

Continued on page 21

find.

Thisyear’s Clean-Up Day is Saturday
April 13. If you’re interested in lending
a hand, and partaking in the thank you
BBQ) afterwards, further details can be
found at aurora.ca/cleanup.

One of the most common items
casually tossed away is the coffee cup.
A recent news item suggested that the
government may be looking at levying a
five-cent surcharge on these containers.

Making people pay a little more isn’t
necessarily going to change their minds
about littering. After all, by the time
they’re ready to dispose of the cup,
they’ve already paid the extra nickel,
which is a negligible amount on top of
the $4 already spent on a tall soy mocha
latte with extra foam. But presumably,
the funds could go towards recycling,
public education and other means of
tackling the waste problem.

But that plan isn’t in place, yet, and
this is a big problem. So, until such
efforts begin to take effect and make a
difference we will have to rely in part
on our more thoughtful residents doing
that one-day blitz each April to pick up
after our less thoughtful residents.

Again, [ think I speak for all of
us when I say we much prefer and
appreciate the efforts of the former
Aurorans over the latter.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com
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TIME TRAVELLER’S
DIARY

By Michelle Johnson

Collections & Exhibitions Coordinator
Aurora Museum & Archives

Lodging with
the Lemons

In 1868, the southeast corner
of Yonge and Mosley Streets
became home to the Royal Hotel,
affectionately known as Lemon’s
Hotel after the innkeeper, George
Lemon (1842-1923). Lemon was
born in Markham and started his
career as an innkeeper in Richmond
Hill, before moving to Aurora where
he operated the Royal Hotel.

In 1867, he married Sophia Meek
and together they had four daughters.

Lemon’s Hotel went through many
transformations and during the early
years, a tin shop stood directly beside
1t.

In 1872, the tin shop was destroyed
by fire along with the hotel’s stables
and shed. That would not be the
only time that smoke poured from
the building.

In 1877, another fire severely
damaged the hotel, but remarkably,
Mr. Lemon was able to re-open it
only three months later.

In 1888, the hotel was extensively
enlarged and a three-storey addition
was constructed behind the main

building, which dramatically
increased its size.
Before the  construction  of

community centres, the Royal Hotel
provided an important space for the
community to organize. Residents
would visit the hotel for club meetings,
celebrations and to conduct business
transactions.

The stables of the hotel also acted
as a venue for horse breeding.

For example, in June of 1905, a
registered trotting stallion, named
The Duke 25375, stopped in at the
Royal Hotel for two nights after
traveling through Ballantrae, Udora,

Pefferlaw, Sutton, Keswick and
Newmarket.
The Duke was advertised as

weighing 1,300 pounds with a race
record of 2.29 and clients were
guaranteed a quality colt or their bill
would be waived.

During the 1880s and 1890s, the
local lacrosse, hockey, baseball and
football associations often held their
annual meetings at Lemon’s Hotel.

Victory celebrations took place in
the dining room, including one in
1902, after a friendly game of curling
between the Aurora and Newmarket
clubs.

The wager was an oyster dinner,
which the Aurora club was treated to
—on Newmarket’s tab, of course.

In 1911, George Lemon sold the
Royal Hotel to Mr. Fred D. O’Leary
who operated it for another 16 years
under the name, The Club.

In 1927, the local paper lamented
its demolition: “another old land
mark on Yonge Street in this
municipality is disappearing with
the tearing down of the Club Hotel,
formerly the old Royal Hotel”
(Aurora Banner, July 15 1927). In its
place, Aurora gained Cousins Dairy
and Bell telecommunication offices.

THIS WEEK’S
NEW POLL

Will increased class sizes
have a negative impact
on high school students?

Yes No Unsure
Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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Should the Province ban cell phones in classrooms?
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Council looks for alternatives to Aurora Heights
Public School-area sidewalk

By Brock Weir

Would the Aurora Community
Centre parking lot be a safer place
to drop off Aurora Heights students
while improving traffic and parking
congestion in the streets surrounding
the school?

That is just one of the questions
Council is considering as they look
for alternatives to a proposed new

ThiE ORIGIRAL
RACEANT (A% FISFFLACE
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Engineered to circulate air through natural

WOOD - GAS ° FIREPLACES * STOVES

Employment in Canada:
Shifting and Uncertain

Sunday April 7, 2019 from 1:00pm-3:00pm

Elgin West Community Centre (Palisade Room)
11099 Bathurst St, Richmond Hill, ON L4C ON2

Join me to discuss precarious work and the changing nature
of Canada’s employment landscape.

Let us know you're coming!
RSVP at www.LeonaAlleslevMP.ca

sidewalk on Kitimat Crescent.
Following last week’s General
Committee meeting, Councilispoised
to vote down a recommendation for
a new sidewalk on Kitimat, following
opposition from the community.
Money for the sidewalk --
$100,000 — was allotted in the 2018
Budget by the previous Council,
citing improving the walkability of
school routes, but neighbours say
this sidewalk proposal misses the

Snowball Hearth

& Home (since 1983)
No Power, No Problem

convection, the Valor Smart Fire
is a highly efficient fireplace without
a fan — providing reliable heat,
even during a power failure.
Burn Clean Engineered Green.

1324 Wellington St. W., King City
905-727-2392

dges—Richmond Hill

b

For More Information, Contact Me!

Email: Leona.Alleslev@parl.gc.ca Telephone: 905-773-8358
Constituency Office: 12820 Yonge Street, Suite 202
Richmond Hill, ON L4E 4H1 Website: LeonaAlleslevMP.ca

f /LeonaAlleslev @ (@LeonaAlleslev

@LeonaAlleslev. > LeonaAlleslev

B2 Cabinet

www.cabinetmagic.ca

CUSTOM NEW KITCH

mark.
“Kitimat Crescent was
reconstructed 1in 2001 and at

that time the Town did not have
a sidewalk installation policy,”
said Anca Mihail, Manager of
Engineering and Capital Delivery for
the Town, in her report to Council.
“The residents were surveyed on
the construction of a sidewalk
on the street and the majority of
them opposed the installation of a
sidewalk. As a result, Kitimat was
reconstructed without a sidewalk.

“The sidewalk construction on
Kitimat Crescent proposed
by Council in 2016 as a result
of the School Travel Planning
Program implemented for Aurora
Heights  Public  School, which
sets mechanisms to allow
for student priority,
outside of Kitimat Crescent road
construction. There is enough room
to accommodate a sidewalk on both
sides of the street, however staff have
proposed the sidewalk construction
on the north and west part of the
street to minimize any impacts to
existing vegetation and utilities.”

The hosted open
house on the proposed sidewalk
last September, which was open to
residents of all 41 homes on the
street. 23 residents came out and
two further residents sent in written
comments, along with a petition
signed by 38 of the 41 households
opposing the plan, citing loss of
parking, street trees, yard space and
property values.

The only note of support came
from the local crossing guard who
serves the area, who said Kitimat
was a popular place for parents to
drop off their kids.

The community’s viewpoint was
represented at the Council podium
last week by neighbour James Hoyes,
who said it was a sidewalk to nowhere
and had “serious flaws” including
challenges to users of wheelchairs,
walkers and other devices as a
sidewalk would slope towards the
road.

Following Mr. Hoyes’ delegation,
Councillor Sandra Humfryes shared
her own experiences in the area.

She said she observed a number
of challenges while on the ground
and didn’t see the Kitimat sidewalk
improving the situation.

“All these parents are dropping
their students on Tecumseh and in
front of the school there is absolutely
no stopping and no parking.” She
said. “They have four volunteers
there asking parents to stop and rush

was

out

pedestrian

Town an

the kids out and move the cars along
so the kids are safe.”

Citing the newly constructed GO
Transit parking lot on Industrial
Parkway South, which has a set of
stairs leading up to the transit station
parking area, she questioned whether
a similar path could be constructed
between the school and the nearby
Aurora Community Centre.

“I know 1t is a steep hill, but I
would love if staff could look at
engineering a path from the ACC
back towards the school...so the kids
can be safely dropped off by their
parents and walk back out,” she
said. “I believe that will eliminate
all the parking concerns. This 1is
the only way we can stop the stuff
that happens, instead of investing in
a sidewalk there. I just don’t think
that is the right thing to do now. The
parents have come here time and
time again about the safety issues.”

While some Councillors said they
still had questions remaining over

accessibility issues, investigating
alternatives in the short term and,
in the long term, reconsidering

sidewalks on Kitimat when the street
is due for reconstruction in 2032,
won the day.

“It would make sense that if we’re
going to do it to do it in 2032,” said
Councillor Harold Kim. “I don’t
think a sidewalk 1s a solution just for
the sake of meeting the policies. I
think it is great to follow the ad-hoc
rules, but it is also prudent to follow
practicality. Spending $100,000 on a
sidewalk that is not going to be used
on many occasions doesn’t seem like
a prudent course of action for me.”

Councillor Rachel Gilliland had
a similar viewpoint on the sidewalk,
adding, “it may not solve all the issues
we’re trying to achieve here, which
is the safety of the children exiting
the cars and going to school. I don’t
know 100 per cent the solution and I
am not comfortable moving forward
with that.”

Mayor Tom Mrakas was also in
favour of investigating alternatives
and reconsidering the matter in
2032.

“I suggest that we go with the
alternative in our report, which is to
wait until that reconstruction comes
and we can talk about a sidewalk at
that time,” he said.

Added Councillor John Gallo:
“Surely if the vast majority are not
for it, there doesn’t seem to be a
rationale to do it, but I would be in
favour of sending this back to staff
to explore alternative routes to get
the kids to school.”

COME VISIT US - BOOTH #136

NEWMARKET HOME & LIFESTYLE SHOW

MARCH 29 - 31, 2019 - RAY TWINNEY COMPLEX
100 Eagle St., W. Newmarket

20% OFF STONE COUNTERS

WITH NEW KITCHEN

OR KITCHEN REFACING ORDERS

PROMO

Vanity Cabinets
Tile Flooring
& Backsplash

Hardwood,
Vinyl & Cork Flooring \

Sinks, Faucets
and Range Hoods

Servicing the
GTA for 30
Years

416-479-0415
705-797-4853

CABINET REFACING

PROFESSIONAL DESIGN SERVICES  PERSPECTIVE DRAWINGS
; L

k

fr ™

o,

SChe bitterness off poor @%&zlét% s xememé-ew.& |

ng &zﬁez the sweetness aﬁ a lonw price has ﬁ&z&e& ﬁwm Memor

| Call 905-954-0967 | Call or email us today info@cabinetmagic.ca

10% OFF

NEW KITCHENS
OR
CABINET REFACING

Visit Our Showroom

| A .
GORI—#AM ST. w

x
2
=
E
o
<
T

1100 Gorham St.,
Unit #20 Newmarket

= SATISFACTION

GUARANTEED

At




THE AURORAN, Thursday, March 28, 2019 Page 7

Theatre Aurora puts best foot forward with
Stepping Out

By Brock Weir

Everyone knows how difficult it
is to take that first step out of your
comfort zones, and that is exactly
what the characters do in Stepping
Out, which opens next Thursday at
Theatre Aurora.

Written by Richard Harris,
Stepping Out is a comedy about
“working class amateurs attempting
to overcome their inhibitions and
left feet in a low-rent dance studio in
North London.”

While the characters work to step
outside of their day-to-day routine,
Stepping Out is helping first-time
director Judi Cragg get back into
familiar territory.

Ms.  Cragg, a resident of
Newmarket, has always had a love
of theatre. Once upon a time, she
was very involved in local theatre,
particularly musicals,
She continued her love after moving
to Toronto, but life intervened.
Her daughter was born, she raised
her family, and her first love took
something of a backseat.

Now, at Theatre Aurora, she’s
back in her element.

“I really missed being involved
with theatre, so I asked around
and I found Theatre Aurora,” she
says, noting Theatre Aurora Board
Member Barb Jones helped open
the door. “The first thing I did was
co-produce The Drowsy Chaperone
with Barb in the fall, but, as I was
doing that, I already thought I would
like to get back into directing. As I
watched the rehearsal process, I kept
thinking I just wanted to get back on
stage.

“Although I had never directed
before, I am a retired teacher with a
specialization in drama, running the

in Ottawa.

drama club, putting on big musical
performances, so I have that behind
me.”

All the components came into
place, however, late last fall when
the director originally slated for
Stepping Out had to step back.
Ms. Cragg saw an opportunity and
stepped up to make her pitch to the
Theatre Aurora Board.

Her vision for the play struck a
chord and she was asked to take the
helm — and take on a challenge.

“When I read this play, I noticed
that the characters are not really as
developed as they could be from a
writing perspective,” she says. “My
first thought was, instead of seeing
that as a real problem, how can I
develop those further
without changing dialogue? That
was an appealing challenge for me.

“These people are in tap class
every week, there’s dancing, there’s
music involved and, for me, that was
also a little bit of a pull.”

At the end of the day, Stepping
Out is essentially a comedy, she says.
Ms. Craig likens it in some ways to
the sitcom M*A*S*H that perfected
comedy that could turn on a dime
to the more emotional, poignant
moments.

“This 1s a group of people who
are very different from one another,”
she says of Stepping Out. “They just
come together once a week for their
tap dance with varying degrees of
ability, from different backgrounds
and bringing with them different
personalities. We, as humans, all
have a chink in our armour and that
is what I was looking for: some of
the characters, in the writing, reveal
more to the audience than others,
but there are still little moments
for everybody and I want to make
sure the audience gets that and feels

characters

that.”

They will be helped through the
behind-the-scenes creativity of the
actors as well.

As part of her directorial process,
Ms. Cragg tasked her actors with
coming up with detailed backstories
for their respective characters. In
the process, they brought in their
own lived experiences and the
personalities of themselvesand others
they’ve throughout
their lives. In the process, they have
developed on-stage personas that
will reach each and every audience
member — for better or worse!

“Some of  the character
development is not written in the
script, so we needed to look for body
language and facial expressions, how

encountered

they feel about someone else,” she
says. “This 1s a feel-good play and
I want people to leave the theatre
feeling good and uplifted. I want
them to be able to relate to the
characters in different ways. There’s
one character that’s, well, that is just
completely annoying and I think
most people have met someone like
that in their lives. Maybe they’ll even
say, ‘I want to go out and take a tap
class.””

Stepping  Out opens at Theatre
Aurora next Thursday, April 4, at 8
p-m., and runming at select dates and
times through April 13. For more
information, including tickets, wvisit
www. theatreaurora.com or call 905-

727-3669.
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Hope House Hospice on hunt for new home

By Brock Weir

After more than 35 years serving
clients in Aurora, King and Richmond
Hill — and after more than five years
in Aurora — Hope House Community
Hospice is on the hunt for a new
home.

Last year, Hope House, which
serves clients with life-threatening
diagnoses, their caregivers, and those
who are bereaved, supported more
than 600 clients. It’s a sign that people
are taking advantage of their services
more and more and while some might
consider that a success, it brings with
it its own challenges.

Simply stated, they need more room
to serve the individual than what is
currently offered in the Industrial
Parkway South building they share
with Big Brothers Big Sisters of York,
the Aurora Food Pantry and the York
Region Food Network.

“When we moved here about five
years ago, we had about three staff,
probably all part-time at that point,”
explains Heidi Bonner, Executive
Director of Hope House. “Now,
there are seven of us so, from an
office perspective, and space-wise,
we have been really jam packed. In
the beginning, our program was our
volunteer in-home visiting program.
In the years since, we have developed
some wellness initiatives and the
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Heidi Bonner, Executive Director of Hope House Hospice, is pictured above at their Aurora
office in 2017 when they rebranded from Hospice King-Aurora. Now, they are on the hunt for

a new home.

wellness programs are available to
people who are diagnosed with an
illness.”

These wellness she
says, have grown significantly since
its inception because they serve all
three groups of clients — the people
diagnosed with the illness, their
caregivers, and the bereaved.

She estimates that nearly 95 per cent
of the wellness programs serve clients
in each of those three categories.

They aim to build capacity in these
programs because they are group
programs and “bring the maximum
bang for your buck.” They involve
one facilitator and each facilitator can
provide support for up to 10 people,
supporting more individuals with less.

“Having private space for our
clients and staff to meet is a bit of
a challenge,” says Ms. Bonner. “We
don’t have very many spots for that
and those private spaces are a big
piece. The current building is set up
so that there may be a large amount
of square footage, but the space can
only be used for one program because
there 1s no ceiling, sort of a studio
area, so even though there are big
spaces, only one program can happen
at a time because of privacy — and the
sound travels beautifully.

‘A new space would give us the
ability to offer more programs
simultaneously and easier, and would
also give staff more space to meet
with clients and small groups to meet
as well.”

Both government support and
increased awareness throughout the
community are key factors in Hope
House’s growth. Community support
demonstrated through fundraising
endeavours have enabled them to put
more programs into place, offering a
menu with greater diversity for the
community and, along with that,
increased government support has
enabled them to bring on more staft.

“With our wellness program, we’re
able to serve many people and we
are fortunate that because of our

programs,

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

community and the way they support
us, we’re able to offer a great variety
of programs for different needs and
we’re able to develop programs when
the need arises. [Fundraisers like
our Jitterbug Ball] have given us the
opportunity to really support our
community as best we can.”

So, what exactly is Hope House
Community Hospice looking for in
a new home? It depends on what’s
available. They are asking community
landowners if they might have a
property available that would suit
their needs, a property that could be
leased “to gold star tenants on very
good terms.”

“We can turn your unused space
into a heart of a community,” says
Leslie Hobson, Chair of the Hope
House Home Hunt, in her pitch. “We
are a registered charity with a stellar
reputation. Do you have space to share
in an existing facility for a wonderful
entity that provides so much? Or a
creative idea for another way for us to
find a space solution? Let’s talk.”

“I’'ve  learned new skills, new
understanding,” said client Don, who
has participated in Hope House’s
Picking Up the Pieces program and
“My family has
benefited in so many positive ways as
a distinct result from these new skills
and learnings.”

Adds Lisa, a parent of a participant
of  Hope  House’s  Children’s
Bereavement Program, “My son
and other children who had been
born in the same position as he, or
experienced a greater loss than he
did...I feel it has made him more
aware of others’ feelings and what
they have overcome. I think he is
looking for answers himself on how to
deal with things.”

wellness services.

For more nformation on the Hope
House Home Hunt, contact Leslie Hobson
For
information on Hope House itself, visit wwee.

hopehouse.com or call 905-727-681).

at  lesliehobson(@sympatico.ca. more
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Geting
Things Done

Mayor
Tom Mrakas

What an exciting night for Aurora.

This past week, at a Special
Meeting of Aurora Town Council, our
community took a big step forward in
the revitalization of our downtown
core as Council approved the design
and proposed funding strategy for the
Library Square project!

We heard from a number of
delegates including key stakeholders
representing the Library, the BIA, the
Chamber and the Cultural Centre
expressing enthusiastic support for this
transformative project.

We had a lively debate and discussion
around the Council table. A number of
questions were raised, in particular as it
relates to parking and to funding, all of
which were addressed by staff, architects
and/or the consultants.

This is a pivotal point in our Town’s
history and one that will change the
trajectory of our community.

Our residents are excited about this

project and I am incredibly proud of
Council for working together to take
this next step to move the project from
concept to reality.

In many ways, we are returning to
the roots of our Town by bringing our
downtown core back to its former glory
and making it a dynamic community
gathering space once again. We are
investing in our community and I'm
confident this will encourage businesses
to follow suit and invest in downtown
Aurora. I am looking forward to our
shared future of positive change.

That is all for this week. As always
if you would like to get into contact
with me please feel free to contact me
anytime by phone 905-727-3123 ext.
4746 or by email tmrakas@aurora.
ca and if you would like to sign up for
more newsletters and council updates
then please visit Mrakas.ca/contact to
join the growing list of Aurorans that
are staying informed.

M BUSINESS

| WOMEN |

GIRLS NIGHT OUT - Upper Canada Mall's Market & Co. was the place to be
on Thursday night as NewRoads Automotive Group hosted Girls Night Out. The
annual event, which welcomed gentlemen as well, featured music, demos, and
a photo booth, with 100 per cent of the proceeds benefiting the Women'’s Centre of York
Region. (Above) Jane Hinder, Alison Collins-Mrakas, and Arlyn, Emily and Taylor Rathke
welcomed the announcement of the 2020 Women in Business Awards.

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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hairstyling at a college level.
Becky's expertise includes
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Spring book sale ready to bloom next week with

Aurora United Church

By Brock Weir

Book lovers know that neither rain
nor sleet can keep you from a book sale
— but ice storms? The Aurora United
Church Women were not so sure.

They needn’t have  worried;
customers turned out in droves last
April to stock up on their spring and
summer reading while helping several
local community groups in the process.
This year, as they gear up for another
book sale next Saturday, they’re hoping
Mother Nature will be back on their
side.

The Aurora United Church Women
are once again gearing up for their
fourth annual Spring Book Sale, which

will take place in the atrium of Trinity
Anglican Church next Saturday, April
6, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

With stock based entirely on
community donations, which will be
accepted at Trinity on April 5 from 4
— 7 p.m., and April 6 from 8 — 10 a.m.,
the sale will offer a wide selection of
second-hand paperbacks and children’s
books at low prices.

“We were amazed last year because
our Book Sale was on the same day as
the tremendous ice storm back in April
and we figured it was Game Over,” says
volunteer Kathie Blackman. “But we
were surprised by the number of people
who came in and ended up making just
about the same amount that we did last
year.”

Aurora United Church Women volunteers Kathie Blackman and Anne Ella-Arnold are hard at
work organizing this year’s book sale, and will welcome your donations at Trinity on the night

aurora
cultural
centre
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auroraculturalcentre.ca $100/full week

info@auroraculturalcentre.ca

Mixed Media Mashup

Ages 7-12 | 1pm - 4:30 pm

$95/short week $115/full week
9 am - 4 pm | $235/full week

Theatre Camp

Ages 6-10 | 9 am - 4 pm
$235/5 days
$425/ 9 days
$470/10 days

For more details visit
aurnraculturalnentre.ca

|'1. P

-

- W
g [l r
A TL. 3
e :.F._‘i ¥

.'!-'-'II et il {?

SUMMER

of April 5 and the morning of April 6.

Fellow volunteer Anne Ella-Arnold
says their objective 1s twofold — one 1s
fellowship and the other is outreach.

“We would like to bring in enough
to support at least four of the charities
that we normally support every fall,
and more would be terrific,” Ms. Ella-
Arnold explains. “The reason for our
sale 1s to raise funds, but it is also for
outreach to allow inexpensive books to
be purchased by the community. We
purposely have it on the same day as our
Rise & Shine Breakfast (a meal geared
towards community members in need)
so that breakfast patrons can come here
and shop at the same time. Of course,
we also do it to keep ourselves visible
in the community and we do it for
fellowship.”

Charitable organizations regularly
supported by the Aurora United Church
Women include the Aurora Food Pantry,
Aurora Historical Society, Blue Door
Shelters, the Camping Opportunities
Fund, Gran Aurora, Hope House
Community Hospice, Inn from the
Cold, L’Arche Daybreak, Milkbags

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Unlimited, Rose of Sharon Services
for Young Mothers, Sandgate Women’s
shelter, United Church of Canada
Mission & Service Fund, The Women’s
Centre of York Region, Women’s Inter-
church Council — Fellowship of the
Least Coin, Yellow Brick House, and
York Region Street Outreach Crosslinks
Housing & Support Services.

Each donation received on the
afternoon and evening of April 5 and
on the morning of April 6 will help
make a difference for many of these
groups.

Donations paperbacks of all genres,
including children’s books, are welcome
— particularly non-fiction. Hardcovers
are respectfully declined due to storage
and handling challenges.

Volunteers, including high school
students, are also welcome to get
involved and time contributed can

be counted towards high school
Community Service hours.
For more information, contact

Laurie Graham at laurie2graham@
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“l believe this is the right risk,” says Councillor Kim
on Library Square redevelopment

From page 1

both Councillors Wendy Gaertner and
John Gallo offering support for the Library
Square vision as a whole, financing and
other details gave them cause to vote against
the recommendation.

Once brought to fruition, Library
Square, which is located at the intersection
of Church Street and Victoria Street
in Aurora’s Downtown Core, will boast
a new public building connected to 22
Church Street, that will include a flexible
performance hall for up to 250 people,
studio and multipurpose spaces and
archival facilities.

Outside,  between  the
schoolhouse and the Aurora Public Library;
plans include a refrigerated ice rink, water
features, amphitheatre-style seating and a
large open gathering space that planners
say will be an ideal location for concerts,
music festivals, public art displays, skating,
food truck festivals and more.

The current capital budget for the
Library Square redevelopment stands at
$38.2 million, which will be funded in a
variety of ways. The final details of the
funding strategy will be hammered out
at a later date as over $14 million of the
funding is subject to grant approval by the
Federal Government, but, as The Auroran
reported last week, plans include a draw
from reserve accounts, a $3.5 million draw
from the Town’s Hydro Reserves, and a
one-time tax increase of one per cent that
could be phased in over three years.

“My problem is multifold, but my
number one issue is the funding model,”
said Councillor Gallo, stating he was a huge
proponent of the arts.

Councillor Gallo proposed a slight delay
in approving the project until Aurora heard
back from the Federal Government on
how much money; if any, they would be
receiving from the Canada Cultural Spaces
grant program.

He said he was “jaded” on going forward
with the funding model at this point after
what he described as the “Joint Operations
Centre fiasco” which saw numerous budget
overruns and issues as the build continued.

“That is not an understatement,” he
said. “T went through it from the beginning
and while I don’t want to say this is the
same process, my guard is up because 1
do not want that to happen again — and I
don’t think anyone wants that to happen
again. To me, approving this without a solid
funding plan is moving forward down that
road, unfortunately.”

Similar concerns were offered by
Councillor Gaertner. While she said the
Library Square redevelopment was “a very
exciting opportunity” for Aurora and a
“long time coming” there were still details
to be considered.

She said she was heartened by comments
delivered by planners at last week’s meeting
addressing the issue of underground water
on the site, as well as components of the
building that will have a positive impact on
the environment, but parking was still an
outstanding concern that had to be tackled.

“I think the taxpayers need to know
there is going to be a one-time tax levy
increase of one per cent [and it] looks like
nobody has voted on or discussed it,” she
said. “It is going to cost the taxpayers more
money, and hopefully they believe it will be
a valuable tax increase, but I don’t think we
can be silent on the fact we’re doing that.”

But, for other Council members, there
were more positives than negatives.

historic

Councillor Sandra Humfryes, for
nstance, said there is a “solid business plan”
on Library Square that underscores the
“potential” of what it will bring to Aurora
and what the Town needs to do to make the
venture completely successful.

“This is what we have been talking
about year after year; how to truly revitalize
our downtown core,” she said. “It has been
a constant discussion and thought process,
many consultations over the years, and it i3
time to do something. This is probably our
last chance. If we don’t, then we might as
well change the vision of downtown. We
have gone so far, we have to continue to
move forward and we have to be the one
leading it.

“We have public mput, we have heard
the concerns on parking, soil, [and] water,
but we have the right people in place to
address those 1ssues as we go along; I think it
can be constantly looked at and constantly
improved so it truly becomes something
we’re all very proud of.”

The history of how long it has taken
Counctl to get to this point was a continual
theme in Council members’ remarks in
favour of moving forward.

Councillor Harold Kim, for instance,
said the “tide has turned.”

“Some believe that one should not
embark on a new strategy, a new build or
an endeavour unless conditions are perfect
and...rarely are conditions perfect,” he
said. “Given this, there is always room for
those who are fearful or trepidatious. I
understand with a project of this scale, it
can seem daunting. Consequently, there
will always be those who are critical from
conception to completion.

“It seems, to some, risk management
1s defined as avoiding risk all together as
opposed to taking the right risk. I believe
this is the right risk.”

It has been a “long road,” said
Councillor Michael Thompson, and a
“bit of a marathon with lots of steps to go
away.” While Thursday’s approval is a step
in the right direction, he noted there will
be further steps along the way to guide the
process.

“While progressing tonight, there are
still other checkpoints as we go along,”
he said. “Keep in mind as we are making
our decisions this evening there are still,
as per the project schedule, two points this
year whereby reports will come back to
this Council and this Council will make a
decision on whether or not to continue to
proceed or not. Those that have concerns,
those who may want to see other elements,
there will be other opportunities along the
way this year for you to make sure they
have been addressed before we proceed to
the next phase.”

Added Councillor Rachel Gilliland: “T
was really shocked to hear that 93 meetings
later since 2015 we finally made it here. I
am so excited, I know the community is so
excited, there are a lot of people who just
can’t wait for the shovel to hit the ground.
It’s still a long ways to go by the time we get
to completion and I know we've got some
more work to do, but I am so proud of all
the hard work staft’ [and consultants] have
done. We’re on our way to revitalizing the
downtown core. We’re on our way and it is
about time.”

“Once we move ahead with this,”
concluded Mayor Mrakas, “I think you will
see the floodgates open as far as businesses
and people looking to invest and our
downtown core will return to its past glory.”
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Final Library Square funding details will come in
time: Town Hall

By Brock Weir

Final details on the full financing
of the $38.5 million Library Square
redevelopment will come in time,
according to municipal staff, but
according to Councillor John Gallo, those
details should have been on hand prior to
any Council vote on the Square.

Councillor Gallo was one of only two
Council members to vote against moving
ahead with the redevelopment of the
Library Square lands last week citing
not the redevelopment itself, but that
concrete details of how the funding will
break down is yet to be fully solidified.

As The Auroran reported last week,
the financial plan for Library Square
includes a variety of components that
will cover the project’s current estimate
of $38 million.

The addition to the historic Church
Street School, home to the Aurora
Cultural Centre and Aurora Museum
& Archives, is estimated to clock in at
over $27 million, and include a 250-seat
performance hall, while the outdoor
elements, including a trail-shaped skating
rink, 1s estimated at nearly $8.4 million.

One of the first options is a
cash infusion of $1.6 million from
Development Charges, along with
$2.6 million from Community Benefit
Fees paid by developers, $7.1 million in
reserves from the sale of municipal lands,
a 20-year debenture of $6.7 million, §3.5
million from Hydro Reserves, a one-time
tax increase of 1 per cent to cover the
cost of the debenture, and a potential
$14 million in grants from the Federal
Government.

The grant submission is currently
working its way through the system, and
there’s no word whether the Town will be
successful mn its application and, until this
1s solidified, Councillor John Gallo said he
was uncomfortable approving the plan.

“Should we get [the grant], it is an
absolute no-brainer that we move forward
with this project,” he said. “However,
unfortunately the way these motions are
worded, whether we get that or not, we
still move forward with this project and
we still have to somehow make up $14
million. I have [nothing] in front of me
on how to make up the $14 million, half
the cost of the addition to 22 Church
Street.

“It is my understanding we will know
sometime in either June or July... and
my desire to move this forward is huge,
but I would prefer...to support these
two projects subject to receiving those
funds. If we don’t do that, I need a solid
financial plan on how we’re going to fund
that $14 million.”

To this end, Councillor Gallo proposed
two amendments to the motions before
Council, including making the final
approval contingent on receiving this
grant funding,

“The intent 1s obviously to secure the
funding and obviously if we don’t have
that funding to have a solid financial plan,
which would include a capital campaign
strategy because, as it stands, at least
publicly...if we don’t receive that $14
million we have no other plan.”

Although his motion was seconded by
Councillor Wendy Gaertner, it received
no further traction around the Council
table as many members said that should
this grant request be unsuccesstul, the
backup plan has always been to make
up the shortfall by drawing from the $30
million reserve fund created from the
proceeds of the sale of Aurora Hydro.

“] don’t see any reason to hamstring
the motion to say, ‘subject to receiving the
grant funding’ at this point when there is
still going to be a checkpoint in the next
report and the following report,” said
Councillor Michael Thompson. “We all
know in the procurement process you can
tender it out and if you’re not happy at

that point, still cancel a project. To me, at
this point, we don’t need to be too specific
on the funding. Yes, we’re certainly going
to have a capital campaign to try and
raise as much as we can. Yes, we’re going
to try and reach out and get every grant
we can and, when all that information
is available, we will make a decision on
whether we’re moving forward or not.”

Councillor Harold Kim agreed that
Councillor Gallo’s motion could have
the consequence of delaying the Library
Square project further.

“It 1s similar to being offered zero
financing for a car; why would you refuse
that if’ the opportunity presents itself, even
if you can’t pay for the whole thing?” he
said. “The other source of funding, and
it hasn’t been specifically mentioned, the
Hydro Reserve is right there. For us to
say that we’re not going to move forward
unless we get free money from somewhere
else, I think it 1s kind of cowardly on us as
a municipality.

“If we truly want this, are we saying
we only want this if we have free money
that we haven’t worked for? We sold a
very important asset (Aurora Hydro) over
adecade ago to use it for a very important
and critical milestone project for the
Town and this certainly qualifies for a
significant project.”

Councillor Sandra Humfryes said
she agreed, noting that Library Square
was the “perfect use” for Hydro Reserve
money if the grant application is not
successful. Similarly, Councillor Rachel
Gilliland said that whether the Feds step
up, or if the Hydro Reserves have to come
into greater play, she would “really, really
hate to hold this up based on speculation.”

The Hydro Funds, agreed Councillor
Gaertner, were meant for “something
wonderful and important for Aurora,”
but she cautioned that since the interest
from the reserves have been subsequently
used to top of reserve funds and cushion
the tax rate for local property owners,

that drawing down the funds significantly
could have further impacts down the line.

“I am not sure it 1s cowardly to want
to explore the opportunity to get funding
from different levels of government
when that is what they have put money
aside for,” Councillor Gallo concluding,
addressing Councillor Kim’s comments.
“I think it 15 a little ndiculous to
suggest that’s cowardly. What I think 1s
irresponsible, actually is, funnily enough,
the smallest part of this entire 150-page
report is how we’re going to pay for this.

“I am jaded because I have gone
through this experience before and three
of the Councillorsssitting at this table went
through this experience before and I feel
a little déja vu because I said in the mic
[years ago| having this exact same issue
and we know how that ended up with
the JOC. Yet, my colleagues...it doesn’t
seem to matter and I am quite surprised
at that. I am happy to hear some things
will be coming back and maybe there
are some more opportunities to refine
this and that’s great. If that is the case,
why are we actually putting a number
in there right now? It just doesn’t make
sense to me.”

Nevertheless, Mayor Tom Mrakas
said it made sense to him.

“For us to secure this Cultural Grant,
we need to be firm on two thirds,” said
Mayor Mrakas on the funding. “I am the
one who is going to have to sit down with
our CAQO, our MPP and the Minister to
have these conversations to...try and
secure this funding. If we go in and say
Councll 1s really not sure unless we get
this money, they’re going to look at [the
other shovel-ready applications].

“As I have already stated, I am
comfortable moving forward with the
whole budget because I feel this is the
right thing for the community, the
right thing to do, and I am very, very
comfortable in moving forward and
approving the whole budget.”

i

e advanced academic ability .
e time management and self-reliance .
e strong research and writing

e critical thinking abilities

ethical, compassionate and values-based decision-makers.

"EMPOWERING
FUTURE GLOBAL LEADERS

Pickering College’s Global Leadership Program strikes the ideal balance between
challenging students to develop critical thinking and real-world life skills that can be
applied to their university career and beyond. As a result of their studies, students
develop valuable skills, including:

presentation

solve

All Pickering College students — from JK to Grade 12 - benefit from an immersed
program that prepares and inspires students to make a difference in the world as

leadership and mentorship

dialogue, communication and
No RSVP necessary - we look forward to seeing you!

e design, invent and problem
Independent Co-educational Day and Boarding School

Since 1842 | JK to University Preparatory
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Learning For Life. Creating The Future.

OPEN HOUSE

Tuesday, April 16
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON
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Visit us at* www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/Auroran
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Library Square decision “pivota

say cultural groups

Jt
Al
et i il .P-ln.,
Aurora Public Library CEO Bruce Gorman speaks at Thursday night'’s Special Council Meetlng
as Aurora Cultural Centre Executive Director Suzanne Haines, consultants, and members of
the public look on. Auroran photo by Brock Weir

of the Aurora Public Library (APL)
last summer, was one of five delegates
to appear at last Thursday’s Special
Council Meeting where local lawmakers
signed off on the redevelopment of
Library Square, including the three-
storey addition to Church Street School,
and the year-round outdoor gathering
place between the school building and

By Brock Weir

The Library Square is a “golden
opportunity” that shouldn’t get bogged
down in the “minutia”, according to
Bruce Gorman, CEO of the Aurora
Public Library.

Mr. Gorman, who took the helm

LErE—

TRUCK MONTH

III .

N

APL itself.

“It was almost nine years ago that I
stood in front of Council in Halifax
and asked them to approve the Halifax
Central Library project,” he told Aurora
Council. “Fortunately, on that day, they
did. That was the day that changed the
City of Halifax forever. Looking back
now, my hopes and dreams were realised
like
architectural gem for the city, a beacon
on the landscape, iconic, but, most
importantly, it was what went on inside
the facility: the relationships, the art, the
culture, the education, the events, the
endless activities that informed people’s
lives in Halifax for years and generations
to come.

“Right now, here tonight, the same
opportunity is here in Aurora. I never
thought I would have this opportunity
to be a part of something again, but I
do. Will it be easy? No, it won’t. This 13
from a lot of experience. Will you have
questions answered to everything right
now, tomorrow or the next day? You will
not, but you have time. We have to move
forward now and answer some of those
important questions. It is important you
realise how important tonight is here in

I couldn’t have imagined — an

THE AURORAN, Thursday, March 28,2019 Page 13

Aurora’s history,

Aurora. I come from experience, this is
a golden opportunity for everybody here
in Aurora to step up and make today,
this day, the day we say Aurora changed
forever.””

That being said, Mr. Gorman said
he had questions of his own, chief
among them were parking issues on site.
Parking, he said, was always going to be
an important issue but he said he was
somewhat heartened by a parking plan
that went along with the Library Square
approval. It provided some short-term
and long-term strategies.

He also added he would like Council
to consider a bridge between the new
Church Street School addition and
APL down the line to increase the
interconnectedness of the square.

Joining the APL at the podium
were representatives from the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce, the Downtown
Aurora Business Improvement Area
(BIA), the Aurora Cultural Centre, and
the public at large.

Sandra Ferri, Executive Director of
the Aurora Chamber of Commerce,
said the Chamber was “excited” about
the Library Square initiative, but said

Continued on page 25
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REAL CANADIAN
SUPERSTORE

Friday and Saturday ONLY!

for every $25 spent on Hair Care, Oral Care, Skin Care, Personal
Grooming, Feminine Hygiene, Cosmetics and Joe Fresh Cosmetics.

Excludes Baby products, vitamins, supplements and ointments.

‘For every $25 spent on Hair care, Oral care, Skin care, Personal Grooming, feminine hygiene, Cosmetics and Joe Fresh Cosmetics. Excludes Baby products,
vitamins, supplements and ointments before applicable taxes and after all other coupons, discounts or PC Optimum points redemptions are deducted, in a
single transaction, at any Real Canadian Superstore location you will earn the points indicated. Product availability may vary by store. We are not obligated to
award points based on error or misprints. Offer valid Friday, March 29 to Saturday March 30, 2019.

lean
minced
beef

fresh
20357434

288 .

Friday and Saturday ONLY!

15,000*

for ever $50 spent on BBQ's, patio sets or accessories,
home, electronics, toys, kitchen appliances and gadgets

‘For every S10 spent on BBQ''s, patio sets or accessories, home, electronics, kitchen appliances and gadgets before applicable taxes and after all other
coupons, discounts or PC Optimum points redemptions are deducted, in a single transaction, at any Real Canadian Superstore location you will earn
the points indicated. Product availability may vary by store. We are not obligated to award points based on error or misprints.

Offer valid Friday, March 29 to Saturday March 30, 2019.

6.35/kg
= PC° New World
ANYCHED HAA or Splendido”
:.'u..\rm;- :ri.l: extra virgin
wE -:'.l:r T Ollve ?Il 1L or
gmem o Bertolli olive oil
750 mL/1L
Maple Leaf 20081865
Natural Smoked
ham soo gor
Schneiders
smoked ham 7oo¢g
selected varieties
21094853/21094878

FREE

when you spend
$225 or more

in-store or online.
CIQADBURY EASTER GIFT BOX
Tkg

up to $24.98 value 21180854

*Spend $225 or more before applicable taxes in a single transaction at any Real Canadian Superstore location
and receive free Cadbury Easter gift box, 1 kg. Excludes purchase of tobacco, alcohol products, prescriptions, gift
cards, phone cards, lottery tickets, joefresh.com, all third party operations (post office, gas bars, dry cleaners, etc.)
and any other products which are provincially regulated. The retail value of up to $24.98 will be deducted from
the total amount of your purchase before sales taxes are applied. Limit one coupon per family and/or customer
account. No cash value. No copies. Coupon must be presented to the cashier at time of purchase Valid from

Thursday, March 28th until closing Wednesday, April 3rd, 2019.

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or promotional offers.

No substitutions, refunds or REAL CANADIAN

exchanges on free item.

picanges W SUPERSTORE 4 1oooo 01 240 3.70/kg

Kraft peanut butter
selected varieties

750 g/1kg

20039581001

20039581005

red or Egrd
CFLHL
sectess | | A |
grapes /
product of Chile

no.1grade

1°.

SAVE 9.21

SATURDAY + SUNDAY 10AM

CHECKOUT LANES
OPEN GUARANTEED

-6PM

*Unless we are
unable to due
to unforeseen

technical
difficulties

Charmin bathroom tissue
selected varieties, 20=60 rolls 21028600

41B

clementines
product of Morocco

or Farmer’s Market"

Ambrosia apples
product of Ontario,
Canada fancy grade
20054025001/20110859

EA

Eedem o M
[ Py T

¥
i uu;nI:F'

. PR

.dl'

PC’ red, yellow or mixed mini potatoes product of Canada, Canada no.
1grade, 680 g, PC* whole white or cremini mushrooms 454,

product of Ontario or Farmer’s Market™ mini carrot 2 ib, product of US.A.,
no.1grade 20035921/20035921/20031454001

cauliflower
product of

US.A.
or Mexico,

no.1grade

or
asparagus
product of
Mexico 6.57/kg
20135377001/
20174581001

EA/LB
6.57/kg

mini seedless
watermelon

product of Guatemala
or Mexico 20145379001

French

beans
product of
Guatemala
or Mexico,

4009
20889720

2LB gt
CLAMSHELL

Farmer’s Market”

grape tomatoes
product of U.S.A. or Mexico
20840038001

EA

Thursday, March 28 to Wednesday, April 3

for every $S3'spent on
Envy apples in the produce department

'For every $3 spent on Envy apples product of US.A., extra fancy grade in the produce department before applicable taxes and after all other coupons,
discounts or PC Optimum points redemptions are deducted in a single transaction, at any Real Canadian Superstore location you will earn the points
indicated. Product availability may vary by store. We are not obligated to award points based on error or misprints.

PINT

blackberries
product of U.S.A.
or Mexico,
no.1grade
20138228001

EA

eggplant

or green zucchini Dole salad blends
product of Mexico LB product of U.S.A., 142 g
20155709001 3.26/kg 21053799

15900 Bayview Avenue

Aurora, Ontario, L4G7Y3 . 905-726-9532
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The St. Andrew’s College campus
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Gender identity is constructed from societal perceptions of what it means to be a boy or
girl, and these stereotypes manifest themselves in the daily behaviour of children. To best
serve boys, educators must understand their common behaviour as a reflection of the
backdrop of societal perceptions of masculinity. It also works to combat these stereotypes
so that boys can be the full expression of themselves.

To that end, we are able to tap into a rich, longstanding culture in which boys are able to
explore, in safety, the breadth of the human condition, and their unique place within it.
In this school culture, artistry and creativity are not labelled as ‘feminine; but rather as
human.

Elogquence, both written and spoken, is expected. Self-reflection and the quest for meaning
is built into the fabric of the daily routine, whether through Chapel or our Advisory

program.

But there is more to it than that. Boys carry a natural wariness for things that are not
genuine, and become bored easily when the activity at hand does little to forward their
own sense of meaning. To that end, our teachers create an authentic curriculum; help boys
find purpose in life; train them to care for themselves and others; and endow them with a
sense of personal commitment and integrity. These goals become more realizable in a
culture that presupposes one can be much more than what can be offered by the limiting
stereotypes of masculinity. «
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By Jake Courtepatte

A pair of Aurora sisters are making
splashes in the sand.

Csenge and Blanka Lodi flew to the
top of the podium at the recent Armory
Youth Championship, held in New York,
featuring track and field athletes from
both sides of the border.

As longtime members of Flying
Angels Track and Field Academy, home
to a handful of athletes from the 2016
Summer Olympics, the Lodis came
home with a whopping five medals to add
to their already impressive collection.

Blanka, a student at Light of Christ
Catholic Elementary School, won gold
in her age category in long jump with a
jump of 4.75m, good for a 0.07m reach
past her second-place opponent.

She topped off her meet with a silver
medal finish in the triple jump at 10.19m,
all three medal recipients far above the
rest of the field.

A student at Cardinal Carter Catholic
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Lodi sisters leap onto podium at Armory Youth
Championship

High School, Csenge took to the track
with the Flying Angels relay team to take
gold in the 4x200m relay, before adding
a silver medal in triple jump with a score
of 10.10m. She finished off her podium
sweep with a bronze medal in long jump,
leaping 4.75m.

Showrcasing their bevy of medals and
ribbons at their Aurora home, neither
sister 1s a stranger to the spotlight at
both the club and scholastic level, with
numerous ribbons from the YCDSB.
Both competed in the prestigious AAU
Indoor Championship in Washington
last March, where Csenge finished sixth
in triple jump while Blanka reached her
respective podium in a third-place finish.

Blanka continued to add to her
collection at the recent Minor Track
Association  Ontario  Championship,
this time earning gold in the triple jump
category with a distance of 10.61m.

Like all well-trained athletes, both
young stars are already looking towards
the Blanka 1s anticipating
continuing to push herself at the high

future:

Minor Tigers still vying

for York-Simcoe title
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The Minor PeeWee A Tigers face off against the Barrie Colts in the York-Simcoe finals at the

ACC on Sunday.

By Jake Courtepatte

Four teams are still on the ice vying
for York-Simcoe supremacy in early
spring.

The Atom AA Tigers, Minor PeeWee
A Tigers, PeeWee AA Tigers, and
Bantam AA Tigers return this week in
the hopes of bringing home the YSHL
championship to Aurora.

In what could be a do-or-die for
either side, the Atom AAs return to the
ice on Thursday to face the Markham
Waxers in their first-to-five points series,
after splitting the first three games in a
tie, a loss, and a win.

The Minor PeeWee As will be
looking to rebound from a two-game
deficit against the Barrie Jr. Colts, while
the PeeWee AA Tigers are locked in a

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

split battle with the rival Newmarket
Redmen in their series.

The Bantam AA final also showcases
the Tigers versus the Jr. Colts, each of
whom has taken one game so far.

At the provincial level, the Minor
PeeWee AA and PeeWee AE squads
are Aurora’s last chance at an OMHA
title this year, with the Minor PeeWee
Tigers just a tie away from taking the
prestigious cup over the Garden City
Minor Falcons. They can put the series
to bed on the road on Saturday.

The PeeWees will be looking to
rebound from back-to-back losses
against the Halton Hills Thunder after
opening the series with a win, back
at it on Iriday night at the Aurora
Community Centre at 7:45 p.m.

For schedules,
auroraminorhockey.com.

visit WWW.
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Aurora Newmarket
DENTAL C AR

m

Cosmetic dentistry
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General dentistry
Children’s dentistry
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Caring and Convenient Dentisiry for the Whole Family

OPEN 7 DAYS
905-727-9779

info@AuroraNewmarketDentalCare.com (T&T Ploza)
2-16035 Bayview Avenue, Aurora
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Csenge and Blanka Lodi both recently returned home with medals from the 2019 Armoury

Youth Championships, held in New York.

school level, adding that she “always
wants track and field to be a part of (her)
life”, focusing on the 5m triple jump
and the 11m long jump.

For Csenge, she has her sights set on a
berth in the OFSAA Championship in
Guelph this June, taking on the best in
Ontario scholastic track and field. With
similar goals to her sister of a 5.2m
triple jump and an 1lm long jump,
Csenge 1s also hoping to land a spot on
Team Ontario at the Summer Games,
and eventually reach the international
level.

It comes as no surprise that both

Photo courtesy of Mariann Kovacs

Blanka and Csenge rank the long and
triple jumps as their favourite events.

These lofty goals are certainly in
reach: the young star siblings have a
mindset well beyond their years.

“If you have a dream or goal, follow
it,” said Csenge. “Work hard for it,
because you never know what your
limit is. Anyone can go far and become
someone big, and that someone can be
you.”

“Irack and field is the sport for
all because you will find the event
that’s special to you,” added Blanka.
“Everyone should give it a try!”
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Junior A Tigers head coach to double
as general manager

By Jake Courtepatte

The carousel continues to turn in
junior hockey circles.

As 1s the case every year, the turnover
of a junior hockey team 1is usually
substantial: for the Aurora Tigers,
notable this year are the changes in the
front office.

After the Tigers were eliminated
in the first round of the Ontario
Junior Hockey League playoffs by the
Newmarket Hurricanes in early March,
both GM Dermot Anderson and head
scout Jason Maslakow stepped down
from the posts to take on new challenges
elsewhere.

Team owner Jim Thomson was
quick to fill the general manager’s void
with a familiar face: head coach Rob
De Fulvis.

“I'm excited to be joining the Tigers
management team for the upcoming
season,” said De Fulviis in a statement
to the OJHL. “I'm looking forward to

building a contender for years to come.”

A first-year coach with the Tigers
after a professional playing stint in the
ECHL, the 27-year old De Fulviis takes
the reigns for the first time alongside his
former assistant coach Luke McCarthy,
in what they hope will make for a
smooth transition.

As for taking on the monumental
role, De Fulviis told The Auroran it was
a “no-brainer.”

“I was fortunate to be brought on as
an assistant coach last season, and I was
so honoured to be named head coach a
few months later,” said De Fulviis, who
took over from Mario Cicchillo early in
the season. “To have this recognition
this early in my coaching career, I'm
so humbled and I can’t say thank you
enough to Jim and Rita Thomson...for
them to put the brand of their business
in my hands, I really can’t express my
gratitude enough.”

After spending almost the entirety
of the first half of the OJHL season
in first place in the division, the Tigers

Plumhing Service

Bob’s

EST. 1972

i RESIDENTIAL o COMMERCIAL  INDUSTRIAL
905-727-3210

www.bobsplumbing.ca

struggled down the stretch, something
De Fulviis said he admits will need a
“reevaluation.”

“Obviously we fell short of our
ultimate goal this past season, but I
believe we have a lot of the right pieces
in place,” said De Fulviis. “It’s going to
be a great summer of adding to what
we have, and hopefully adding the
pieces that I've targeted will set us up to
be contenders for years to come.

“The Tigers are such a storied
franchise in the OJHL, with multiple
national championships, graduating
players year in and year out, and I just
am so excited to contribute and add to
the past success this franchise has seen.”

As for Anderson and Maslakow,
known around Toronto Maple Leafs
fan circles as “Dart Guy”, both have
joined the newly-formed Collingwood
Colts franchise, which will serve as a
farm system for the OHL’s Barrie Colts.

“I would like to thank the Aurora
Tigers for an amazing last three years,”
said Anderson in a statement. “T'hank
you Jim and Rita Thomson for trusting
me with your brand, product, and
hockey club.

“To all the players and coaches I
have crossed paths with, you are all
beauties....to the Town of Aurora, you
have been amazing to me. You were my
second home for three-plus years.”

Maslakow said it was “with a heavy
heart” that he was stepping down from
his post.

“This was not an easy decision as the
Tigers are a first-class organization that
believed in me, took a chance on me...I
want to thank all the fans and the Town
of Aurora, you embraced me from day

TIGERS

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING
2019/2020 REGISTRATION

On-Line Registration begins:

In-House Registration dates:

Please refer to our website at www.auroraminorhockey.com for Rep tryout policies and schedules.

Aurora Minor

Hockey Association

April 1, 2019

April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 (6 — 9 pm)
April 3, 10, 17, 24 (6 — 9 pm)

April 6, 13,27 (10 am — 1:00 pm)
AMHA Office at the Aurora Community Centre

Yonge/Aurora Heights Drive

REGISTRATION fees for the 2019/2020 season are:

Early Bird Registration Fee
$625.00

$275.00

only.

$ 60.00

proof of residency.

Players born 1999 through 2013*
Tiger Cubs - players born 2014 and 2015

Registration fees increase by $50 on June 1, 2019 and $100 on July 1, 2019 for returning players

Non-Resident Fee (for players born 2013-1999 only)

*New players with Aurora Minor Hockey must submit a copy of a birth certificate or passport and

A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players.
Refunds will be issued to anyone withdrawing prior to September 1, 2019 (less a $25 admin fee).

Players MUST be registered PRIOR to any tryouts for AAA or any AMHA rep team. AMHA
tryouts begin April 23, 2019. Tryout passport information is available online.

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY!

Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players
registered on or before June 30, 2019.
We will not add teams in September to accommodate late registrants.

one and always made me feel like part
of the city and culture in Aurora and I
will never forget that.”

De Fulviis said he was “very excited”
for the two as they take on the challenge.

“They are two incredibly hard-
working people. Dermot and I spent a
lot of time together this past season. We
were always bouncing ideas off of one
another, and he had an answer for any
question I had for him throughout the
year. He was a great help to me, and
we established a pretty good friendship
as well.”

As for Thomson, De Fulviis, and the
rest of the staff, the show goes on: spring
development camp is fast approaching
in early May. More info can be found at
www.auroratigers.pointstreaksites.com.

Varga, Tooke
ready to join
college hockey
rosters

By Jake Courtepatte

Chalk up another pair of ex-Tigers
for the college hockey circuits.

Both forward Jack Varga and
defenseman Noah Tooke committed
to play collegiate hockey in North
America next season, with Varga
heading to the NCAA to join the
Northland College Lumberjacks,
while Tooke will join the U Sports’
Wilfrid Laurier Golden Hawks.

The two new additions bring the
Tigers’ 2019 season commitment
totals to the second highest number
for the organization since 2015,
which includes 2017-18 players Chris
Giroday, Anthony Romano, and Kyle
Bollers, as well as Joseph Mizzi, who
recently joined the Utah Grizzlies of
the ECHL.

One of the smaller players on the
ice throughout the OJHL season,
Varga proved his worth with his
tenacity and fearlessness.

“Congratulations Jack,” the Tigers
tweeted. “(You’re) one of the best
character players in the history of
our organization, you have the heart
of a champion.”

After three years with the
Stouftville Spirit, Varga enjoyed a
successful stint with the Tigers this
past season in posting thirteen goals
and sixteen assists in 47 games. The
Sharon, ON native 1s a product of
the York-Simcoe Express system, and
will join the NCAA DIII program in
Wisconsin.

Tooke, who served as a reserve
in his one season with the Tigers in
2018-19, joins fellow ex-Tigers James
Thomson and Steven MacLean, who
just announced his commitment for
his freshman season last week.

The War Amps new
“kids-to-kids” safety video,
featuring stories from young
amputees who have lost
limbs in accidents, delivers
the hard-hitting but positive
message: “Spot the danger
before you play!”

ﬂ The War Amps
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Peaceful portage departs on path towards Truth & Reconciliation

Cedar and Suzanne Smoke participate in Tuesday night’s launch of the Sacred Canoe.

By Brock Weir

A peaceful portage, bringing together
the artistic talents of dozens of local
students, set out for Aurora on Tuesday
night on the path towards Truth &
Reconciliation.

The Sacred Canoe, a multidisciplinary
art project spearheaded by students of
Newmarket’s Sacred Heart Catholic
High School, launched in a
spectacular fashion last Tuesday at St.
Andrew’s College.

The Sacred Canoe itself is twofold,
both a spectacularly painted 19-foot-long
vessel and a three-part dramatic project,
but before the canoe began its journey
to Ottawa to be presented to Chief
Kirby Whiteduck of the Algonquins
of Pikwakanagan First Nation in a
ceremony hosted by Newmarket-Aurora
MP Kyle Peterson to coincide with the
International Day for the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination, both took centre-
stage at SAC.

TheSacred Canoeisamultidisciplinary
art project launched in 2017 to answer
specific calls to action from the Truth
and Reconciliation Report, say project
organizers. It included over 1350
watercolour  landscapes,  dry-point
etchings and spirit animals designed
by the Newmarket students, under the
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ALLEGRI

BY KALCO LIGHTING

LANDO
UGHTING

GALLERIES

*

210 Clarence Street, Brampton, Ontario

905.453.6403

www.landolightinggalleries.com

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

guidance of teachers and Indigenous
Community members who acted as
mentors.

The designs inspired by
photographs taken at Webequie First
Nation Reserve, its surrounding areas,
and stories that were told from students
at the Innulik School in Quebec.

Integral in the performance aspect of
The Sacred Canoe were Aurora teacher
Dawn Ellis-Mobbs, Department Head
of Arts at Sacred Heart, and Newmarket
Musician Glenn Maratis.

“The canoe is travelling to Ottawa and
that was a dream that sort of came from
the first time this was presented two years
ago,” said Ms. Ellis-Mobbs. “Many of the
partners are still in place, so that is a great
testament to the dedication that these
kinds of projects have because everyone
feels like they are part of it and, from that,
great relationships have developed. We
have the honour of presenting the canoe
in Parliament to Chief Kirby Whiteduck
and it 1s a beautiful honour and a great
tribute.”

Mr. Marais explained the evolution
of the four-part play that highlights
the importance of reaching Truth &
Reconciliation.

“The first part of it speaks to the
early relationship between settlers and
indigenous people, where they first
worked in harmony, running in parallel

were
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paths without interfering in their culture
and sharing in trade and helping each
other to thrive in the early stages of
Canada’s history,” said Mr. Marais. “The
second part tells the story of colonization
and the Indian Act, when things changed
after the War of 1812 for indigenous
people dramatically. The third act
illustrates and speaks to the Residential
School system and the impact it had
on indigenous communities and their
children.

“The final act of the play is the Truth
and Reconciliation and the journey of the
canoe in the spiritual sense, replicates the
physical being of Canada geographically
in the first part of our history. It is our
hope that this Sacred Canoe opens up
conversations and actions for people
to continue to work together in Truth
and Reconciliation, to re-open and
reconnect Canada in that sense of
working together in harmony and not
interfering with each other’s cultures.
Working together.”

Among the participants in last week’s
ceremony were Suzanne Smoke of the
Alderville First Nations, who spoke
about the relationship of the Indigenous
Peoples — and indeed all peoples — to the
water, Newmarket Mayor John Taylor,
who spoke about the history of local
indigenous settlements, and Mayor Tom
Mrakas, who delivered video greetings
due to a conflict with that evening’s
Council meeting,

“I want to congratulate the project
team...and the students of Sacred Heart
for their work on this incredible project,”
said Mayor Mrakas. “The painting on
the canoe sends a very moving message;
a message which must be heard across
our country. Reconciliation can only
happen when two cultures walk together,
side by side, in harmony and peace.

“Peace requires that we open our
hearts and minds to the incredible
history and stories of indigenous
people. The Sacred Canoe is a beautiful
example of how history can be brought
to life as a tool for education and
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inspiration. The power of art, theatre
and music crosses all cultures and speaks
to who we are as human beings and
the connection we have to each other.
What a wonderful learning experience
the Sacred Canoe project has been for
the students of Sacred Heart and the
entire community. I wish you all the best
of luck as the Canoe travels to Ottawa.
I have no doubt it will serve as an
inspirational reminder of the work that
still remains as we journey towards truth
and reconciliation.”

Student leader Julia Mallory drove
this point home, paying tribute to the
Sacred Heart student body’s “incredible
ideas, awesome leadership skills and
outstanding teams behind them really
pushing them to do remarkable things.”

“The community is fractured,” she
said. “There isn’t that one family feeling
that you get when you see Sacred Heart
and you will see that tonight.”

arty Rentals

Dinnerware
Bars & Casino  Glassware
Catering Supplies  Linen
Chafing Dishes ~ Silver Products
Chairs  Tables
Chair Covers  Tents
Cutlery  Wedding Supplies
MENTION THIS AD AND

GET 107 OFF EASTER ORDER|

905.773.7706
13184 Yonge St., Richmond Hill
www.aurorapartyrentals.ca

ALLEGRI
—

BY KALCO LIGHTING

Price starting at $599.00

Comes in polish chrome and satin nickel.
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<#hospicemoments

%unday, May 5th, 2019 | Hike for Hospice

Register or make a donation at www.myhospice.ca
or Call 205-967-1500 x 134

Hike in honour or in memory of someone special

We need you to care for others!L

You don't have fo be

a great golfer to join us
for Tee Off For Hospice!
Save the date of

June 12th at

Pheasant Run Golf Course
7:30 am

Registration & Breakfast
— Tee Off at 8:30 am
Sponsors & Foursomes
are urgently needed!
$195 per golfer

or $785 for a foursome.
Visit www.myhospice.ca
for more information.

Honour someone special with a gift to Hospice

WWW.MYHOSPICE.CA
: Margaret Your Chari . Doane House
PP . B("l]lt‘ll Hi }"‘] Iik uf l:hnicety S OSPICE
fior York Region
653 Queen Street Newmarket
ON L3Y2JI
905.967.1500 x133

Advertising generously donated by an Anonymous donor
Charitable Registration #896696804 RRO0O!




Baseball players warm

Story by Brock Weir

The Aurora Minor Bantam Rep A
Baseball Team braved the cold weather
for a can and bottle charity drive to
benefit the Heart & Stroke Foundation.

The team encouraged the community
to bring all beer, wine and liquor cans
and bottles to their event, held in the
parking lot of Starsky’s Fine Foods,
and despite the -16 degree cold, they
surpassed their goal of $1,000.

“The energy from the boys was
fantastic and there was lots of evidence
of teamwork off the field, which will in
turn transfer into great teamwork on
the field,” said Coach Irene Skanderis.
“It was amazing to see the boys working
hard. Great work everyone. We should

'”

be proud!

From page 5
life for First Nations, Inuit, and Méts

Peoples in Canada and advance self-
determination with investments to improve
water quality; preserve,
promote Indigenous languages; improve
the quality of education and health care
for Indigenous children in a culturally
relevant way; and promote Indigenous
entrepreneurship and business.

With the new mvestments in Budget
2019, combined with lower taxes, more
money in their pockets each month and
more good jobs, there is good reason
for middle class Canadians to feel more
confident about what the future holds for
themselves and their families.

Over the past four vyears, the
Government has focused on strengthening
and growing the middle class, and offering
real help to people working hard to join it,
so that everyone has a real and fair chance
at success. Under the Government’s plan,
hard-working Canadians have created
over 900,000 new jobs, most of them full-
time, driving the unemployment rate to its
lowest levels in more than 40 years. This
includes especially strong employment
gains by women. The Canada Child
Benefitis helping families with the high cost
of raising children by putting more money
in the pockets of nine out of ten Canadian
families, and helping to Lft nearly 300,000
children out of poverty. More than nine
million Canadians are benefitting from the
Government’s middle class tax cut, which
gives them more money to save or spend
on the things they need. An enhanced
Canada Pension Plan, which will raise
the maximum CPP retirement benefit
by up to 50 per cent over time, is giving
todays and future Canadian workers
greater income security when they retire.
Historic investments in infrastructure,
including the National Housing Strategy
which is helping more Canadians find
a safe and affordable place to call home.

revitalize and

Around Town
The 2019 annual Aurora Winter Blues
Festival was another fantastic success. 1
was happy to attend the Blues Bash Kick
Off event which featured the Bywater

MP’s Report

Hearts on a Cold Day
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,
WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted
legal advice since 1983

Photo by Glenn Rodger

Blues Band, who provided energetic
performances for the sold out crowd. It
was a memorable night in our community.

I look forward to Aurora’s Annual
Community Clean Up Day, being held
on Saturday April 13, 2019. Town staff]
residents and volunteers will help clean
up litter throughout our community. To
register; please email: cleanup@aurora.
ca. All registered participants will receive a
clean-up kit at check-in on Saturday, April
13. Please remember to wear appropriate
clothing and footwear. Participants are
invited to attend an appreciation barbecue
from 12 noon to 2 pm at the Aurora Town
Park.

Recently, both Newmarket and Aurora
held community vigils to remember and
honour the victims of the New Zealand
Mosque terrorist attacks. I was appalled to
hear of the attacks on the mosques in New
Zealand. This was an act of Islamophobia
that killed and injured many men, women

and children. Fathers, mothers and
children gone far too soon.
My  deepest  sympathies  and

condolences go out to their families. It
was not that long ago that a similar attack
happened in Quebec. We know too well
the devastation that these attacks have on
all vicims and their families. My heart also
goes out to all Muslims in Newmarket and
Aurora. I have had the honour of visiting
your mosque and meeting with you many
times. We are fortunate to have you in our
community. Please know that you are in
my heart and my mind. These attacks on
Muslims come from hatred. There can be
no place for such hatred in our community
orin Canada. I condemn these attacks, and
we must all stand against violent terrorism.
We must all strive for a community where
all feel safe and secure. Please know that I
will always stand with you.

As a reminder; you can reach out to
my Constituency Office and my staff’ at
any time. Please do not hesitate to contact
us should you require information or
assistance on any Federal matters. We
are located at 16600 Bayview Avenue,
Suite 202. You can reach us at Tel:
905-953-7515 or by email at kyle.peterson

@parl.gc.ca

o/ ALUE BEYOND /~"UMBERS

VAN NOSTRAND
& PARTNERS

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS
Helping Business &

Individuals minimize taxes
for over 30 Years

Kathy van Nostrand cpa, cca
kathy@kvncga.ca

COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES
905.727.3046

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST

Brian Roberts CPA,CGA LPA
brian@kvncga.ca

DOWNTOWN TASTE COM

YAOUR
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1 Whole Chicken
PiriPiri Sauce
4 Medium Sides
Choice of:

Rice Pilaf
Parisienne Potatoes
Tomato & Cucumber Sala
Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad
Bean Salad
French Fries
Caesar Salad

The Chicken Place

PORTUGUESE BB(Q
1 Industrial Parkway South
905290020019, Sauteed Vegetables

.thechickenplace.ca only $38%
Save time and call ahead to place your order.

Screen/LCD Replacements
iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/5S/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $120
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
iPhone 7 Plus Screen/LCD $ 150
iPhone 8 Screen/LCD $170
iPhone 8 Plus Screen/LCD $ 180
Battery Replacement

iPhone 4/4S $30

iPhone 5/5S/5C $40

iPhone 6/6S $50

iPhone 6/6S Plus $60

iPhone 7 $50

Facebook: 416FoneFix Instagram: 416FoneFix
burtonbrown@416Fonefix.com (905) 715-0169
emilyburt@416Fonefix.com (289) 383-3182

Before

|""H-' i
= = ——_

We handle any
type of repair,
including
water damage,
on all brands of
phones.

After

WE NOW CARRY ALL
WHOOSH!” PRODUCTS!
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iPhone 7 Plus $60
iPhone 8 $70

416FoneFix is committed to competitive pricing and reliable service

WHOOSH!® screen cleaner.
Certified Safe. Non Toxic

iPhone 8 Plus $80
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SATURDAY, MARCH 30

Bring your dancing shoes or come tap along to
everything from Elvis to Buddy Holly, Tom Jones and
Cliff Richards, proudly presented by Christ the King
Church and to be held at the Newmarket Legion (707
Srigley Street). Tickets are $20 with light refreshments.
Doors open at 6.30 and show starts at 7.30 p.m.
Proceeds to outreach programs. 905-895-5575.

* * k %

Y0U
TO

The Caroline Baile Team will host instructor Anuj Batra in a
fundraising moming of simple and easy-to-learn techniques. Please
join Caroline Baile in making it easier for women and children to walk
safely and bravely away from violence and gain hope for a future without
abuse. Come and support Caroline and her team today from 8 — 11 a.m.
at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre (90 John West Way). Participation is $25
per person and all proceeds will go directly to the Royal LePage Shelter
Foundation and Yellow Brock House. For more: www.eventbrite.ca/e/
self-defense-course-in-support-of-carolines-rlp-shelter-foundation-trek-
tickets-58671622402.

SUNDAY, MARCH 31
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS — A free French language conversation
group will take place this afternoon at Country Style Deli/Bistro, 14980
Yonge Street, from 3 — 4.30 p.m. This free group welcomes adults (from
francophone to beginners with a good base) looking to put their French-
language conversation skills into action. Francophones and stronger
speakers are encouraged to share their French language skills with less
strong speakers. For more information, visit bit.ly/partagez-fr.
SATURDAY, APRIL 6
Spring Book Sale — Aurora United Church Women are holding a
book sale at Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street, Aurora. Choose
from a wide selection of second hand paperbacks and children’s books at
low prices. Stock up on your summer reading! Proceeds will be used to
support local charities. Donations (no hardcovers, please) are welcome on
Friday, April 5, from 4 —7 p.m.,aknior;Sa’t‘urday, April 6 from 8 - 10 a.m.

The Aurora Community Arboretum will hold an Open House today
from 2 — 2.45 p.m. Come see what we're all about, what we have
accomplished and what's in the works. Starting at 2:45, there will be
video and photography presentations followed by our guest speaker,
Janet McKay, Executive Director, LEAF. The Annual General Meeting

THINGS

CUOGHT

follows. All are invited to attend. (Only @
members are eligible to vote). This event will
be held in the Lebovic Room of the Aurora
Public Library. Light refreshments and door @
pnzes W\“ be available.
. NESDAY, APRIL 10
KNOW The PROBUS Club of Aurora holds their
monthly meeting today from 10:00 a.m. to @
12:00 noon at the Royal Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North,
Aurora. The speaker today is Terry Russel, the RCMP Public Relations
Officer. For more information on this month’s speaker please call Cliff ®
White at 905-841-2421. New Members Welcome! Call Gary Gilbert ¢
at 905-895-2849 or be our guest at the meeting.
SATURDAY, APRIL 13 9
The Aurora Lions Club hosts a Spring Fling dance tonight at the Royal @
Canadian Legion (105 Industrial Parkway North). Musical entertainment
by Soul Benefit. Tickets are $20 and each includes a light meal. 7.30 - 11
p.m. For more information, call 905-727-6079 or visit www.aurora-lions- ®
club-ontario.com. °
THURSDAY, APRIL 18
The Prostate Cancer Canada Network will host its monthly support
group tonight from 6.30 — 9 p.m. at the Newmarket Seniors Meeting ®
Place. (474 Davis Drive, Newmarket). Meet and Greet at 6.30, with session
to start at 7 p.m. Presenter: Dr. Vincent Tu, Staff Urologist, Southlake
Regional Health Centre on the topic of Treating Prostate Cancer.
UNDAY, APRIL 28 °
St. Andrew's College Highland Cadet Corps will conduct its annual
Church Parade with musical performances by the School’s award-winning
Wind Ensemble and Pipes and Drums at Aurora Town Park. 12.15—-3.45 @
p.m. For more information, visit www.sac.on.ca/page/event-detail?pk=1 o
1056607 &fromld=192345.
Y2-5 .

The Pine Tree Potters' Spring pottery sale will be held Thursday, May @
2 - Sunday, May 5, 2019 at the beautiful Aurora Cultural Centre, 22
Church Street, Aurora. The hours are Thursday 10 a.m. — 9 p.m., Friday
and Saturday 10 a.m. — 6 p.m., and Sunday 11 a.m. — 4 p.m. There is ®
free parking, free admission and a door prize just in time for Mother's o
Day. Visa, MasterCard and Interac accepted. Please call 905-727- 1278
for further information or visit www.pinetreepotters.ca.

Woodland

=S Towers

the time.

Presentation
Centre Hours
Monday-Friday
10:00am-5:00pm
Saturday
10:00am-3:00pm

Call to register today.

400 William Graham Drive, Aurora

themeadowsofaurora.com

WHY NOW?

* Pending price increase
* Over 50% sold

Attend our “Lunch & Learn’ sessions to hear
the whole story. Call today. 905 503-5560

A Christian Seniors Lifestyle Community

M eadows

of Aurora

Who knew that
in my ever-changing
dailly  routine  of

homelessness I'm now
learning some of the
language of street?

details, and  the
psychiatrist 1s in Lucy.
I meet yet again, Mr.
Conspiracy Factor, as
I nickname him.

He goes on to tell

It's almost like
going back to school
to get a degree in
sociology and I'm the
oldest person in the
classroom while looking around thinking,
“Great, guess I'll be the last person in the
room invited to a keg party.”

Come to think of it, I have never
socialized at one before so I wouldn’t be
missing out.

At classroom outside, I'm staring
blankly wondering what on earth I was
thinking to even think of learning to
attempt street corner solicitation of spare
change. I have zero common ground
skills to my professional pan handling
teachers, which is noted from my deer in
the headlight look most days of this life
experience.

I cannot picture myself holding up a
sign asking for spare change. One person
mentioned he did it for two years making
over five hundred a week. I was listening
and doing the math thinking, well that’s a
reasonable amount to put towards renting
somewhere. But how long would you want
to employ yourself doing that in all kinds
of weather and dealing with the various
personalities of the suits wondering and
even saying that you’re a useless member
of society, youre being lazy, or “get oft
the drugs,” which doesn’t apply to me
whatsoever?”

I would have to have a creative sign
since I enjoy the challenge of journalistic
catch phrases. “To Be Me Or Not To Be
Me That Is The Monetary Question,
Change Please.” To long start over.
Second thought “This is my second career
in life, Change Please. Three words or less
in advertising. “Miss Money Penny Has
Needs” — still two words over. Finally, why
change what works anyway, so it’s back to
“Spare Change.”

Life at the library, my office of
networking, management of my destiny

Homeless
but Happy
Part 7

me In “street” you
need to learn how
to lie. I cannot I say,
that’s so not me.

“Well if you want
to survive you better start. If you can’t get
a job, lie to get one, lie to get a place lie to
survive.” I'm no Donald Trump, but I now
have learned the real raw brutal truth, do
I'have to give up my moral compass to get
ahead?

Out of that lesson. part two in street,
I'm given the nickname the “Queen”
simply because I debate all his bizarre
issues while I listen stoically and maintain
at the same time, I like the Royal Family.
This street talk is a woo who whirlwind of
crazyville as I'see it, but also humorous and
quite an amusing way to unleash random
thoughts we would otherwise have never
shared at the dinner table of aristocrats to
begin with, or each other until now.

We also laugh to let out a real emotion
letting lose for a normal few seconds
of our day out from the chaos of our
depravity.

So far in Street; earning income,
nickname, lie, and laugh to feel human.
Sharingis a real currency. Food, cigarettes,
clothing. The in-the-know; too, of shelters
places, community dinners and medical
aid. I just absorb this knowledge with
the stark contrast that I cannot survive
as a “Streeter” but I'm grateful for the
education into it if at any point I should
start.

What does he call the society that
recognizes as sub-human? Well,
there 1s a nick name. The “Aristocraps”
according to Mr. Conspiracy. I, on the
other hand, do not want to label people
of privilege since a while back my lifestyle
was indeed the candlelight suppers of the
Bucket (Bouquet) residence.

I'm Homeless But Happy, stll alive
and coping, according to my amusing
street friend.

us

ALLAN LAW

Jason Allan and Leslie Allan
I

15393 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS

~

allanlaw.ca

Real Estate Law

Estate Administration
and Probate

Wills and
Power of Attorney

Family Law
and Divorces

Notarizations

-
| Tel: (905) 726-3188 Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.allanlaw.ca | jason@allanlaw.com
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Custom PVC Flash Drives

DOES YOUR
BUSINESS
OR PRODUCT
NEED
PROMOTING?

Custom Hockey Pucks

VISIT:

logoyou.ca

519.307.1146
416.460.4670

info@logoyou.ca

logoyou

BUILDING BRAND AWARENESS

banners
pens
workwear
postcards
screen printing

laser engraving
creative services
embroidery
graphic design
global sourcing

promotional products

tech gear logo design
drinkware business cards
company e-stores incentives
signage print services
golf accessories corporate apparel
posters awards

trade show products

personal service . quality . reliability

YOUR
FIRST ORDER!

Travel Drinkware




THE AURORAN, Thursday, March 28, 2019

Page 23

; 4

= o I 7 8 | L/
GRAND FINALE - The Aurora Winter Blues Festival program series came to a close on Saturday night at the Aurora branch of the Royal Canadian Legion. The “Raise the Roof Rhythm and Blues
Dinner and Dance” was the capper on a month-long celebration of blues, this time featuring a performance from the Aurora-based band Soul Benefit. Proceeds from the dinner and dance

went towards the Legion’s ongoing “Raise the Roof” campaign. Soul Benefit returns to the Legion on Saturday, April 13, for a fundraiser benefiting the Aurora Lions Club.

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

CROSSWORD

CLUES ACROSS

1. Joint 35. Type of music
6. A group of countries in 37. Intestinal pouches
special alliance 38. Eight
10. Stone 39. Emerald Isle
14. Move with a splashing sound 40. Interpret characters
15. Can be fixed 41. Abandon
17. Giving human characteristics 43. Felines
to the nonhuman 45. Energy and enthusiasm
19. Other side of yang (Chinese) 46. Resembles a pouch
l AR 20. Consume 47. Relating to sense of smell
: : 21. Gave it a go 49. Swiss river
.! F[HEF(H}Ds 22. One point north of due east 50. Bradley Int’l Airport
ﬁ n 1 I " 23. Fat used to make puddings 53. yonder
- ] e A S - 24. Turfs 57. Tarred and ____
o 26. Not awake 58. Boyish
29. Not nice 59. This (Spanish)
31. Frighten 60. Male parent
EKI N TnlENTEn AN n 32. Political action committee 61. Lounge chair
34. Skin problem
ENERGETIC INDIVIDUALS CLUES DOWN
1. Sports award 29. Chinese revolutionary
2. Monetary unit of Angola 30. Electronic counter-
@EEU M AN @Em mﬁ@mgm M AN @E% 3. Some animals live here countermeasures
O 4. Former CIA 31. Enjoyable
5. Global health group 33. Villain
@m@@@mw MMMM@EB 6. Male given name 35. Discussed
7. Opposite of right 36. Waterfall (Scottish)
8. Open Payment Initiative 37. Old television part (abbr.)
We offer an atiractive compensation package, continuous learning (o Resertplants o5 poughly chipped flint
opportunities and a great teamwork environment. If you got what it takes to o fffgrgaj;:nﬁﬁza o award jﬁ' He Ds change caanne’s
be a part of our dynamic team then you should send your resume to the 12, Lump of clay a4, Cooling vait
e-mail address helow _0|' lllllllv within. W_e thank all applicants for their 13. Barbie’s pal 46. Uttered words
mterest?ln s‘irs“v FI’IIG Foods. B 16. Seldom 47. Small integers
I _ 18. Noses 48. Type of data
“ n@STnns chnNnnn c n M 22. Denotes past 49. Inspired
n 23. Selling at specially reduced 50. France’s first Jewish PM
prices 51. Famed sci-fi novel
24.  Claus 52. Body parts
25. Comes before two 53. Nigerian City
27. Fencing swords 54. Amount of time
28. Nocturnal rodent 55. Coloring material
56. Type of constrictor snake

Spring Dates: April 5, June 7

Treat your kids to an amazing day away
at our beautiful facilities!
With drop-off at 8:30am and pick-up at 5:00pm,
we’ve got you covered!

Since 1967

Campers will join us for pony rides, crafts, games, skating, tubing,
snow activities and more! (All activities weather permitting)

www.teenranch.com ¢ 519-941-4501

Sports Camp & Year Round

TEEN

Retreat Facility Since 1967
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At Yoursenvice

AIRPORT LIMO
%J/{dgy/ ﬁdﬂ« %ﬂ?ﬂﬂd[ﬁ@

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers ® Corporate Services ® Special Events

AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Mobile: 289-221-0030

BUYING/SELLING
WE ARE BUYING!

Gold & Silver Jewellery
35 Old Coins & Paper Money

_ WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS

LI

Contact for Appointment Colonial Acres Coins & Jewellery
M-F 10-5pm, Sat. 10-3pm
99 Victoria St. N. Kitchener ¢ info@colonialacres.com

S19-579-9302 ex 212

CLEANERS

Mention this add for special rate e RESIDENTIAL e
Why take a chance... e e (CommEnOL /e
go with who you know! ome e s s amemee Fightathomecanada.com * INDUSTRIAL B\ 866-052-0146_

LoD (905) 841-6243

(O U PNI] www.mollymaid.ca

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

J.N.H. CONTRACTING

BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,

Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide.

Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

CREMATION

www.simplecremationaurora.com | 905.895.6631

DANIE

VTR oo e
Ll ... Ceiling Fans « Tracklights ¢ Repairs

T &y, . Cable Light » Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

8N L Y Established 2001

' Cell: 416-456-5336 | dagwtw5@gmail.com

AUrora’s

DIRECTORY

Vho does what in our community

ELECTRICAL

L'S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION

% rm  FElectrical Lights « Chandeliers

HOME CARE

...WHERE HOME IS TO YOU

Zonta

(647) 668 4949
zlr.ca

MFC LANDSCAPE

* interlock/pavers
* decks/fences

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

Serving all Ontario! Local office serving Newmarket, Aurora, King,
Bradford & surrounding areas!

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

SUNSET BEECH

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

Charles Emerson
Tree Service

ISA Certified Arborist

905-801-5891

e e T o TRy R com
charieremenonireeservice@botmall wom

PAINTING

AN

N o

\J 4

-

S &S PAINTING

25 yrs. experience

. TOP QUALITY
< GUAI?ANTEED FREE

905-841-8949

AIE

416-520-6252

BARN PAINTING

b

www. barn

Commercial Coatings
& Contracting

1-888-413-1023

billdwmj.com

Zhouse.ca

BARN PAINTING

chnston SEAMLESS EAVESTROUGHING
& GUTTER SCREEN

we also have paint & coatings for
* house rools
= industrial buildings
= clear sealers for
brick and concrate

Roof Screwnailing and Barn Repair

Family Owned & Operated for Over 70 Years
Barrie, ON - Serving all of Central & Southern Ontaric

HOUSE PRINTING FOR ALUMINUM AND VINYL SIDING

PROPANE

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

INSTALLATIONS @
SERVICE ¢ DELIVERY

== 11

N =

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS

(inside Tim Horton’s Plaza)

www.kellyspa.com | 905-503-5588
302 Wellington Street E Unit 2

i 1
1.844.732.7575 tandscaping WE X SRy LIGHTS!
«v m < ) 11$3CanaIRoad, Bradford,ONAI-_324E2 enovatlng !b'- A
Boarinstru hions.co |nf:§g:::ilil:\gst.ructllf)r§s:c_o::;A;\;\;\:I-.Pearlklrl\stmﬁn.o;\:ﬁi)cme Fencing = «Nomessin your home ey o
— . W T : . & . eak-proof - Guaranteed! ﬂ“%
- f Decking ,
ol l « Licensed & Insured BRIGHT
= ;;,‘ e Stone Work 10 vear Guarant
A BN Interlocking yearGuarantee  SKYLIGHTS
HARDLIOOD = LANINATE » CARPET » STAIRS » GRANITE ; -705-
PORCELAIN » TILES » LUASHROOMS  KITCHENS Kwik Kurb Call Joe at any t|m4 6 5865 ht INC.
WE SELL & DELIVER FIREWOOD Basements
i | GARE
Bathrooms
CO NTRACTOR Kitchens Pruning » Removals
Consulting + Bracing « EAB

S Q,.
AR é”%\@i\{;&

° retainin Walls Free Consultation
T R | & Pruni
) 10%0FF e ket Tk service

goods and services DlgnlfIEd. * natural stone Cabling & Bracing 5SS | VAUGHAN

O\ cremation mbimitia Respectful  flagstone Emargency Work N

mergency Wor
’ . Property Ma ment Specializing in
C | . ice for $2,205 ¢ bobcat services Arborist m::::m * Exterior Stucco
omplete cremation service for $2,205. Year Round Service « Fottimas. Foundation, Brick
This service is provided by Roadhouse & Rose Funeral Home Fully Insured and Chimney Repairs

e Custom Woodburning Brick

Pizza Ovens

COMMERCIAL I. RE.SIDENTIAL | NEW CONSTRUCTION | REMODELING
OVER 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE AS QUALITY EXTERIOR STUCCO CONTRACTORS

Free Estimates 905-859-8794 www.vaughanstuccosystem.com

DECKS PAINTIN TAR AND CHIP

DECORATING WORKS!

Est. 1992

Prowidy serving Peel, York o Qugffierin sim 3 _"-!E.-'J'

i

DECKS

The Woodsman
TREX/Composite
Pressure Treated

— ———

— - = = S -
TOP QUALITY = REASONAELE RATES
Call Meil for a Free Estimate

Cedar H H ’
Custom Hand Rail J 547 'E 25'3325 quallty WorkmanShIp Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt, a solution to ruts washout and
{wood/metal/glass} Book by # ! 1 Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes. potholes.

Deck Refinishing

ww'..-.l. I:’.Ht::k!ih'!ll' thewoodsman.com

DECORATING/STAGING

trust e professionalism

TERRY ECKERT

Interior & Exterior Painting
Stucco Removal
Cabinet Painting

& comp

Tar and Chip

is an economical alternative
to asphalt paving with a rustic
country appearance, that also
provides a solid surface and is

tarandchip.ca * info@tarandchip.ca * 647.456.2010

Blinds & Shutters 40% off
Free Estimates & Colour
Consultations

905.727.7048

WATER

BENEFITSOFA Water Depol
o REFINEOSOFT ===

HAMNETT INTERIORS

Exceptional Interior Decoration and Staging

Services Tailored For You decoratingworks@gmail.com decoratingworks.ca = WATER SOFTENER
M " *Removes harmful chemicals & calcium build-up
LISA CI.EARY i * Removes chlorine, prevents stripping hair colour & dry skin.

« FREE WATER TEST

FINANCING
AVAILABLE vy o

Certified Interior Decorator
2893384696 ' info@hamnettinteriors.ca
HAMNETTINTERIORS.CA

DALTON’S PAINTING

¢ Interior & Exterior Painting

FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811
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Cultural Centre touts “purpose built” space at

Library Square; others outline parking concerns

From page 13
Chamber members still have many

questions, primarily about the amount of
traffic that will come into the Downtown
Core as a result and the impact this
might have on vacant businesses.
“Vacancies in business environments
are never a good thing,” said Ms. Ferri.
“Revitalization and improvements to the
Downtown Core of Aurora to increase
and draw more people to the downtown
core and to Aurora in general is beneficial
to all businesses in Aurora. The Aurora
Chamber of Commerce is excited about
this initiative as improvements to the
Downtown Core are sure to increase
traffic to the businesses and improve
economic development in Aurora.
“While we are excited about this
initiative, we are also cautious of the
increased expenses associated with this
initiative and request that the Town
continue to provide updates on taxation,

operational implications that the
Chamber can share with its members.”
Joanne Russo, representing the

Downtown BIA, said they too were
“excited” about the plan and offered
nothing put positives.

“We, as a Board, feel the development
of Library Square will build and
revitalize the Downtown Core and
bring a stronger community,” she said.
“We are excited to be part of the new
transformation to our Town as we
feel it will bring residents, visitors and
businesses together, not only today but
for generations to come. Together with
the development of Library Square
and the BIA, the Downtown Core will
become the jewel of Aurora once again,
while embracing our heritage and
celebrating the future ahead.”

During her time at the podium,
Suzanne Haines, Executive Director of
the Aurora Cultural Centre, said that
during the planning process for Library
Square, the Cultural Centre submitted
a letter outlining in broad strokes where
the organization currently stands and
where it intends to be in the future,

Artistic rendering of Library Square courtesy of RAW Design & The Planning Partnership

including the “cultural infrastructure”
needed to realise those goals.

Purpose-built cultural space, she said,
was Important, along with studies to
ensure that such space is viable. Much of
the work in this regard was in the report
before Council, she said.

Although their letter did not indicate
the importance of food service, Ms.
Haines told Council that she was
pleased to see culinary services are still
in consideration as part of the Church
Street addition.

“A glass of wine, a good dinner and
desserts after are part of a fulsome
experience as consuming art is a social
activity where discussion is often sought
after,” she said. “Also, other users will
want to be able to get a quick lunch or
snack as they use the facility for classes
or wait for kids in the sunshine of the
piazza. Ideally this space could be
leased to a commercial food entity and
provide a supportive revenue source

that compliments the overall plan for
public-private activation in the whole
of downtown and throughout the BIA
district.

“Our hope 1s to help make this project
something the community can be proud
of and make excellent use of. As we
have seen in many other communities
where there is an investment in cultural
infrastructure, ithasapositive ripple effect
on the quality of life in a community.
We look forward to seeing this project
move forward and will continue to work
with our cultural partners, community
stakeholders, project consultants and
Town Council and staff.”

Last up to speak was local heritage
advocate David Heard, who said the
residents and business owners in Aurora’s
Downtown Core still had lingering
concerns over the Library Square plans.

“This 1s no slam dunk, I can tell you
that right now,” said Mr. Heard. “The
concerns were, of course, parking. The

concerns were the costs running forward,
what 1s it going to cost to run, will it run
at a deficit? The cost was shocking to a
lot of people in these economic times.
The other thing was I heard the other
day there were two committee members
who spoke about this build and one of
them, I'll call him an expert who did a
historic building on Mosley, he spoke of
concerns about the water in the area. We
know there is Niagara Falls going under
that area.

“In 2011, I spoke about a possible
godsend to this area for parking was
an adjacent property, approximately
80 steps. It takes less than a minute to
walk to this property. The shocking
thing that happened today was I got
a phone call from the owner of that
property and there is an interest to
make the property available. So, if the
public has any concerns about parking, I
think the problems may have just gotten
completely wiped out.”

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

MARBRO Building

HELP WANTED

Maintenance &

Contracting Ltd.

o o located in  Concord,
POSII‘IOI‘I ON is currently
Pa r'l-'lime seeking QUALIFIED
LANDSCAPE

MAINTENANCE 7/

Trinity United | CONSTRUCTION
Church, FOREPERSON for
Newmarket the upcoming season.
A working foreperson

18 hours managing a crew of
per Week, 3 to 4 crew members
flexible hours providing landscape
maintenance /

Contact Church

construction services to

Office for commercial clients in
duty description | the GTA. Applicants
or to must have 2 years

. previous experience as
submit resume a foreperson/lead hand
905-895-4851 and ability to operate

large scale commercial
mowing equipment.
Valid G license with
clean abstract required
as well as the ability to
operate a pickup and
trailer. Please fax resume

to: 905-669-8122
or email: resumes@
marbro.ca

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter
with a passion for community news.

The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness
to cover local community events and issues.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

o Freelance reporting work for weekly
community newspapers and special projects

* Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover
© Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story
 Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips
* Take photographs
* Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
o Diploma in journalism preferred

 Candidates should have experience working on
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

o Excellent writing, editing and photography skills
« Valid driver's license and a reliable vehicle
© Reporting experience an asset

© An interest in local issues is a necessity,
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

Let’s Talk.

Interested and qualified
candidates should forward
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

LP

LONDON
PUBLISHING core.

Please
collect
the BLUE
PLASTIC
AURORAN bags

Our carriers will be happy to pick them up when you are ready.

Please contact Miriam at: mirm74@yahoo.ca

Are You Interested

in saving
the

environment?

\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
\
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\ |
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REAL ESTATE

OPEN HOUSE_

316 Forde Crescent OH Sunday 1-4pm
$2,650,000. King City's finest. A Custom 3500 sqf 4BR home,

Luxury Finishes and Exquisite details. Chefs Kitchen, 3 Car Garage
Debbie Penzo & Graeme Mclntosh, Chestnut Park 416-925-9191

| have 1000
of yards of new
100% nylon carpet.

Will install livingroom
& hall for as little as
§369.00

(includes carpet, pad & install

Gall Steve

871.159.8179
carpetdeals.ca

PRIME LOCATION ON
MAIN STREET IN SHELBURNE

Suit accountant/realtor/lawyer etc.
Share with media company
Clean, Renovated Office
Rent includes all utilities

919-929-2832 or 919-216-1021
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So many

? real estate
4 queshoms?

Should we buu? -

A\
Should we sell? x
Is our timing right? L
Trade up? Trade dowin?

Q‘Ou@x&rj Living? (,.tifj Living?

Condo? Freehold? Townhomes?

Bungalow? Mulkilevel?

CaII Sean for a Comphmentary Consultatlon
and get your questions answered

Contact Sean directly at 905-717-5234
or by email Sean@SeanHerbinson.com

Proud to have been helping Aurora residents
with their Real Estate needs for 24 Years

Sean HerbinSOn Broker

KELLERVVILLIAMS. | 16945 Leslie Street
REALTYCENTRES Units 247-29, Newmarket ON L3Y 9A2

Brokerage, Independently Owned and Operated p: 905'895'5972 e. Sean@SeanherblnSOH .Com

Not intended to solicit individuals currently under agency contract.



Head starts

begin here.

THE

D. BRUCE MACDONALD

DAY SCHOLARSHIP

As a 93-year member of the Town of Aurora, St. Andrew's
College is committed to giving back to York Region students.

SAC is providing five D. Bruce Macdonald Scholarships annually.
These merit-based awards are set at $20,000 for grades 5-9 and
renewable through graduation. Families with demonstrated
financial need will be given priority.

To find out more visit www.sac.on.ca/macdonald-scholarship or
contact the Admission Department at 905-727-3178 ext. 303.

UPCOMING
OPEN HOUSE

TUESDAY, APRIL 2
6:45-8:30 PM.

SIAIC..

St. Andrew's College

wwwsacoNCcA Yu@DE S Y

905.727.3178 » ADMISSION@SAC.ON.CA
A BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL FOR BOYS GRADES 5-12




Top 12 Reasons
to attend
St. Andrew’s College

York Region's only specialized
all-boys private school

World-class facilities on
127-acre campus

Leaders in academic technology
—each student has a school-issued
tablet PC

Extensive co-curricular offerings
in music, art, and drama

Comprehensive athletic program
— /1 teams across 21 sports

Remarkable club offerings and
35 student- and faculty-led groups

$2.7M in scholarships and bursaries
yearly to over 26% of students

Canadian and international boarding
school representing 29 countries

100% university placement rate
with over $1M awarded annually
for post-secondary studies

Network of over 6,000 alumni
worldwide

Educating boys for 120 years

Over 400 school-wide student
leadership opportunities available




