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Abel, Ballard, Dawe, Mrakas 
confirmed for Mayor’s race

Serving Aurora, 
York Region and 

surrounding 
areas for 
25 years.

tsherin@trebnet.com
905-727-3154     

Terry Sherin 
Sales Representative

By Brock Weir

The nominations have been filed, 
the list of  nominees has been finalized, 
and now it’s time for candidates to hit 
the pavement and Aurorans to make 
a very important decision in this fall’s 
municipal election.

Nominations closed Friday afternoon 
and by the time 2 p.m. arrived, four 
men filed their papers to be Aurora’s 
next Mayor while 16 residents 
threw their hats into the race for six  

Council seats.
Vying for the Mayoral Chains are, 

in alphabetical order, John Abel, Chris 
Ballard, Geoff  Dawe, and Tom Mrakas.

Mr. Abel, an incumbent Councillor, 
is now coming to the end of  his second 
term on Council after being elected in 
2010.

A former municipal Councillor first 
elected in 2010, Mr. Ballard came into 
the race just weeks after his defeat in 
June’s Provincial Election, prior to 
which he served as Minister of  the 
Environment and Climate Change, 

following a time as Minister of  Housing 
and Minister Responsible for the Poverty 
Reduction Strategy.

He was elected to Queen’s Park in 
2014 with just months left in his term on 
Aurora Council.

Mr. Dawe was among the first 
candidates to file his nomination papers 
as soon as the nomination period opened 
on May 1. He is seeking his third term 
as Mayor of  Aurora after first being 
elected in 2010.

Mr. Mrakas was also at Town Hall as 

Continued on page 15

Hallmark lands 
go to baseball in 
Council U-turn

By Brock Weir

Athletes will now get two baseball 
diamonds on the Hallmark Lands after 
Council made a U-turn last week on how 
the property should use.

Earlier this summer, Council struck 
what many local lawmakers said was a 
“compromise”, deciding to build one 
multipurpose rectangular field and one 
senior baseball diamond after reaching 
an impasse on which sports group was in 
greater need of  field hours.

905.726.4349
   

Lifestyle Oasis
WINDOWS INC. HOME PRODUCTS

Windows
Doors 
Enclosures

 Wake up 
and smell the coffee 

Call us today – Experience Pays!
Direct: 905-727-1961  ⎜ info@susancowen.com

www.SusanCowen.com

A name you know... people you trust!

Established and Experienced. 
Continually Referred!

One of Aurora’s top realtors 
for over 25 years Top 1% in Canada

SUSAN COWEN ANDREW COWEN

...in your 
new home!

12967 Keele St., Unit 1, King City • maria@trendsrealtyinc.com

Maria Ongaro
Broker, Trends Realty Inc., Brokerage

How Real Estate
Gets Real

b 905-833-0111
c 289-221-4564

REALTY INC., Brokerage

BLAZE OF GLORY – Ray Preston and Heather Sykes, members of the Aurora Village 
Co-Op, set fire to the building’s fully-paid mortgage at a community celebration on  
Saturday. The Co-Op’s mortgage-burning party was not only a way to celebrate a signif-
icant milestone, but it was also a way to highlight the issue of affordable housing. For 
more, see Page 9.				               Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca
905-895-1700 ext. 259Book your appointment:

905-895-1700 ext. 259

Wednesday

Learning For Life. Creating The Future.

Admission Tours

16 vying for six Council seats in October election

THE VOTERS’ CHOICE – Aurora’s four-man Mayoral race was confirmed Friday as the nomination period for the 2018 Municipal 
Election came to a close. In the running to be Aurora’s next mayor are, in alphabetical order, (left to right) incumbent councillor John Abel, 
former MPP Chris Ballard, incumbent mayor Geoff Dawe, and incumbent councillor Tom Mrakas.                                                  Supplied photos

15480 BAYVIEW AVENUE 
AURORA, ON

Santafe-pizza.com

Just north of Wellington
in the Sobeys Plaza near

Good Life Fitness

905-503-3300
15480 Bayview Ave. 

905-503-3300
Santafepizza.ca

3 Topping 
Pizzas 

$23
only

99
2 Medium

Santafepizza.ca 

905-726-1126 ⎜ yorklasermedspa.com
 95 Wellington Street East, Aurora

30% off

EYE & NAIL
SPA Services

 Until August 23rd

Includes: waxing ⎜threading ⎜lash extensions 
lash lifting ⎜lash tinting ⎜eyebrow tinting 

mani/pedi ⎜paraffi n treatments

C
oupon 

C
ode: A

1808 
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Council & Committee Meetings

What’s Happening

What’s Happening
Date  Time  Location   Meeting
Tuesday, August 7 7 p.m. Council Chambers  General Committee Cancelled
Wednesday, August 8  7 p.m. Aurora Cultural Centre Aurora Cultural Centre Board
Thursday, August 9  7 p.m. Council Chambers  Committee of Adjustment
Tuesday, August 14 7 p.m. Council Chambers  Council Cancelled 

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting aurora.ca/gcstream

Council meetings are open to the public. For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit aurora.ca.

Register now for summer camps
 Register now for one of the 
Town’s exciting summer 
camps. Camps include sports, 
swimming, technology,  
cooking, science and arts 
and crafts. View the program guide and the summer camps 
brochure online at aurora.ca/campprograms.

Congratulations

AURORA’S
MOVIES

IN THE

PARK

THURSDAY, AUGUST 16
WONDER WOMAN (PG-13)

COCO (PG)

THE INCREDIBLES (PG)

ADA JOHNSON PARK 60 Hartwell  Way

Don’t miss the first outdoor movie of the summer.
Arrive early to enjoy some action-packed
activities, starting at 7:30 p.m.

Come dressed as your favourite superhero
for a chance to win a prize.
Arrive early for superhero skill training
activities before the movie, starting at 7:30 p.m.

Arrive at 7:30 p.m. to create some Coco
themed crafts and play games.

Join us for the final movie of the season.

AURORA TOWN PARK 49 Wells Street

HICKSON PARK 155 Conover Avenue

THURSDAY, AUGUST 23

THURSDAY, AUGUST 30

ALL
MOVIES
START AT
DUSK

Movies are free!
A food donation for the Aurora Food Pantry is appreciated.
For your seating comfort, please bring your own lawn chairs.

Enjoy the special pre-movie crafts and activities starting at 7:30 p.m.

Sponsored by

Inclement weather?
If you are unsure about the weather the day of the event,
please call the 24-hour special events line at 905-726-4762.
We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

905-726-4762  •  #AuroraMovies 
aurora.ca/moviesinthepark 

Another exciting event
brought to you by 

11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.

RIK EMMETT
& RESOLUTION 9

FRIDAY 9 p.m.

BACK BY

POPULAR DEMAND!

SATURDAY 9 p.m.

PLATINUM BLONDE

AUGUST 24-26, 2018

FANTASTIC CHILDREN’S
ACTIVITY
ZONE

SATURDAY
& SUNDAY
2PMto5PM

AURORA ROTARY CLUB
        BEER GARDEN

AND MUCH MORE!*

FOOD VENDORS SERVING RIBS

INFLATABLE MIDWAY*

LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT

•
•

••
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

ROASTED CORN
BEAVER TAILS®

BLOOMIN’ ONIONS
MOBILE ESCAPE
EXPERIENCE
& BULLS EYE
AXE THROWING**

P E R F O R M A N C E S  B Y

MACHELL PARK

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

• 2 A  A U R O R A  H E I G H T S  D R I V E ,  A U R O R A •

• Age 18 and older only from 8 p.m.-11 p.m. •

Another exciting event
brought to you by

We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.
For health and safety reasons, pets are not able to experience
Aurora’s Ribfest, service dogs excepted.

* Nominal fee applies ** Various times of operation

905-726-4762  •  aurora.ca/ribfest 
#AuroraRibfest

FREE
ADMISSION

Event Partner Event Sponsors Rental Sponsor

Civic Holiday Service Schedule
aurora.ca • 905-727-1375

MUNICIPAL OFFICE • 100 John West Way

AURORA PUBLIC LIBRARY • 15145 Yonge Street
The Aurora Public Library will be CLOSED on Monday, August 6.  
For more information, please visit aurorapl.ca or call 905-727-9494.

WASTE COLLECTION

For Town-related emergency situations such as flooding,  
watermain breaks or downed trees, please call 905-727-1375 or  
905-727-3123 and follow the voice prompts. 
FOR ALL OTHER EMERGENCIES, CALL 9-1-1

EMERGENCY 
SERVICES

RECREATION CENTRES
Recreation centres including the Aurora Family Leisure Complex and the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex will be operating with MODIFIED 
HOURS.  
For a full list of hours of operation and program opportunities including fitness 
classes, pool, gymnasium, rock wall and The Loft hours, please visit  
aurora.ca/civicholiday 

Please note, the Aurora Seniors’ Centre is CLOSED  
from Saturday, August 4 to Monday, August 6.

Aurora Town Hall (100 John West Way) will be CLOSED on Monday, August 6  
for the Civic Holiday. Regular business hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. with extended 
hours until 8:30 p.m. on Tuesdays will resume on Tuesday, August 7.

If you would like to pay a water or tax bill, payments can be placed in the drop-off 
box 24-hours a day outside of Town Hall. Please do not place cash payments in 
the boxes and remember to include your payment stub along with your payment. 
Alternatively, you may pay your bills through your ATM or through your bank’s                   
online banking service. Parking tickets can be paid online at paytickets.ca

Waste collection is NOT AFFECTED by the Civic Holiday. For more information on 
waste collection in Aurora, please consult your 2018 Waste Management Guide and 
Recycling Calendar.

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
Celebrating Bands, Artists and Songwriters

Concerts are free. 

NEW
The Aurora Farmers’ Market and Artisan
Fair will be on-site with sample market
starting at 5 p.m.

For your seating comfort, please bring your own
lawn chairs.

August 8, 15, 22 and 29 • 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Town Park, 49 Wells Street

Inclement weather? Please call the 24-hour special
events line at 905-726-4762. We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

aurora.ca/summerconcerts
#AuroraConcerts • 905-726-4762

®State Farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks owned by State Farm Mutual Automobile
Insurance Company, used under licence by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company and certain of its affiliates.

Proudly sponsored by

Premium Concert
Experience

With every food donation for the Aurora Food
Pantry made before the concerts start, you have
the opportunity to earn two concert prize
packages, as well as a chance to receive an
upgrade to the front row and watch the concert
from the special TD chairs.

August 8 • Borealis Big Band
This Aurora based jazz band performs a wide variety of styles

including swing, fink, smooth, Latin/Cuban and fusion.
August 15 • Jared Lutes

Jared Lutes is an international award-winning songwriter from
Atlantic Canada, with roots in Country, Folk, and Rock n’ Roll.

August 22 • Fleetwood Nicks and Practically Petty
Enjoy the greatest hits from Fleetwood Mac, Tom Petty and Stevie Nicks.

August 29 • Just Heart - Tribute to Heart
Just Heart will feature the fun-filled, full-tilt Rock n’ Roll songs

that Heart is famous for.

PRESENTS

CONCERTS PARKIN
THE

AURORA’S 2018

Skylight Gallery Artists for August 
This month, the Skylight Gallery will feature On Location: 
Paintings & Photographs inspired by the travels of Nancy 
Newman and Linda Welch. Nancy and Linda are both active 
members of the local arts community. They share their love of 
watercolour painting and photography with others through 
their popular trips to France, Ireland and Spain.  
 
Paintings and photographs from their travels will be featured 
this month in the Skylight Gallery. Regular viewing times are 
Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at  
Aurora Town Hall, 3rd Floor.

Congratulations to the 2018 Town of 
Aurora Student Academic Achievement 
Award winners  
Each year the Town of Aurora awards two grade 12 students 
from each high school in the local community with the Town 
of Aurora Student Academic Achievement Award to honour 
their significant academic achievements.

Below are the names of the 2018 winners:  

Aurora High School • Angela Horyacheva and Michael Zheng
Cardinal Carter Catholic High School • Kelly Hanna and 
Behnoud Hosseinian
Dr. G. W. Williams Secondary School • Sophia and 
Paraskevopoulos and Charlotte Reeves
École Secondaire catholique Renaissance • Chloé Lagacé 
and Stéphane Arcand
St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High School • Peter Chimienti 
and Breanna DeFreitas

Aurora Town Council extends best wishes to all of the 
recipients!

Sincerely,
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and the Town of Aurora Council

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

SEEKING BOARD MEMBERS FOR THE AURORA 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
The Aurora Town Council invites residents or individuals working in Aurora to apply to participate as a board 
member of the Aurora Economic Development Corporation (“AEDC”).

The AEDC will develop for Council, a dynamic economic development strategy for our community and 
provide ongoing advice to ensure those goals are achieved.

We are looking for individuals that are eager to lead and provide a fresh perspective and vision to shape 
the economic direction of the Town for future generations. Candidates will ideally have business experience 
and reflect the cultural and demographic diversity of our community. Experience in the Hospitality, Arts and 
Culture, Educational, Health Care or Governmental areas would be helpful but not required. 

To apply for this exciting opportunity, please complete the required application form accompanied with an 
updated resume prior to August 31, 2018. 

For more information, please visit aurora.ca/AEDC to review the related Terms of Reference and the required 
Application Form.

Notice Board
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Check your local store or homedepot.ca/holidayhours for store hours. Shop homedepot.ca, we’re open 24/7. 

u �Valid Thursday, August 2 to Wednesday, August 8, 2018, unless otherwise noted. Civic Holiday is Monday, August 6, 2018.
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12" x 12" White Glossy  

Ceramic Mosaics 

A. Hexagon (1001127916)

Assorted Perennials  
• 23cm pot 

each
Scotts® Nature Scapes™  
• Classic Black • 56.6L (1000153123)

$476

Sierra Red (1000153028)

Deep Forest Brown (1000547418)

EXCLUSIVE VIGORO® 
Garden Soil • 28L (1000684876)

While quantities last.

RAID® Wasp & 
Hornet Bug Killer  
• 400g (1000666221)

6‑Pack 5.2L Locking Lid Storage Totes 
(1001134211) While quantities last.

18" 5‑Shelf Storage  
Unit • 36"W x 18"D x 

72"H (1000846834) While 

quantities last.

$2977

LEPAGE® PL Premium® 

MAX • 266mL (1001109976)

$1247

EXCLUSIVE HDX™ 5‑Shelf 
Chrome Rack • 36"W x 

16"D x 72"H (1000740458) 

Contents shown not included. 

$6988

SAVE $20
WAS $89.88

KETER® Marvel Deck Box • 45"W x 17.7"D x 

22.5"H • 71gal./270L capacity (1000821037)

$48

D. Impact Driver Kit (1001127867) 

While quantities last.

EXCLUSIVE/Special Order  

VERANDA® Ultra Light Capped  

Composite Decking, Flagstone Grey 

ONLY 
$345

1" x 5‑1/4" x 12' Grooved Deck Board

(1001096412) $51 each

EXCLUSIVE/In‑Stock/Special Order 

VERANDA® Elite Capped Composite 

Decking, Brazilian Ash 

ONLY 
$390

1" x 5‑1/4" x 12' Grooved Deck 

Board (1000859377) $46.80 each

EXCLUSIVE/Special Order  

VERANDA® Vintage Capped  

Composite Decking, Antique Tin 

ONLY 
$425

1" x 5‑1/4" x 12' Grooved Deck Board 

(1001096426) $41.40 each

Your Choice 

$377

$998

SAVE $1
WAS $10.98

Your Choice

$148
EXCLUSIVE RIDGID® 18V Brushless 
C. Hammerdrill Kit (1001127869)

B. Herringbone (1001127915)

$1298

$1488

EXCLUSIVE NAPOLEON Rogue® SE 4 Burner 
Propane Gas BBQ • 48,000 BTU (1001074204)

$1049
SAVE $100
WAS $1149

MOEN® Ashville™ Bath Faucet  
• Chrome finish (1000765636)

$9998

SAVE $14.02WAS $114

by ONLINE or mail-in rebate when you purchase select  
BEHR® OR CIL® PAINT, PRIMER OR STAIN

BUY MORE, SAVE MORE

20%
il i

OFF
‡

Buy any 2 cans (3.78L)  
or pails (18.9L), receive

30%
OFF

‡

Buy any 3 or more cans (3.78L)  
or pails (18.9L), receive

FINAL DAYS Ends Wednesday, August 8, 2018

‡Off our current ticketed prices. Offer valid on select 3.78L cans or 18.9L pails of BEHR® or CIL® Paint, Primer or Stain.  
Submit your rebate online at homedepot.ca/rebates or pick up in‑store and mail in. Rebates will be in the form of a cheque sent via mail.  

See page 5 for details.1

Check your local store or homedepot ca/holidayhours for store hours Shop homedepot ca we’re open 24/7

NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICES.
If you find a lower price, we’ll beat it by 10%. Online-only retailers subject to price match only.

Terms and conditions apply. See page 5 for details.***

GUARANTEED.

4 for
$10

25 YR
Limited

structural
warranty

ATTENTION LUMBER CUSTOMERS: Prices in this ad may vary from the actual price at the time of purchase. We adjust our prices daily to the lumber commodity market. Sizes are approximate.

per lin. ft. per lin. ft. per lin. ft.

Holds  
150 lbs. 
per shelf

Includes (2) 
18V batteries

Includes (2) 
18V batteries

Holds 150 lbs. 
evenly 
distributed 
per shelf

2 YR
Limited 

Warranty

9.5
cubic feet

on any single-receipt, in-store purchase of 

$299 or more (including taxes) when you use 

your Home Depot® Consumer Credit Card† 

from Thursday, August 2 to Wednesday, 

August 8, 2018. Payments required. 

No annual fees. Maximum discount on the 

10% off offer is $300 (before taxes). Certain 

restrictions and exclusions apply to the 10% 

off offer and important terms and conditions 

apply to both offers. See page 5 for details.

ONE WEEK ONLY

Thursday, August 2 

to Wednesday, 

August 8, 2018
OR

NO INTEREST

IF PAID IN 

FULL WITHIN 

18 MONTHS*10%
OFF

# 

a mail.

on any single-receipt, in-store purchase of

ONE WEEK ONLY NO INTERESTGET             OUT OF SUMMER!
MORE

q

 Canada’s choice in

  DECK&FENCE

each

each

MIX AND 

MATCH
BRANDS  

AND SIZES

More 

patterns 

available

4  Strongest, 100% solid,  

most durable construction adhesive

4  Apply in temperatures from -12°C to 55°C

25 YR
Limited
fade and 

stain
warranty

15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500

To serve you better, York Region now offers household hazardous waste drop-
off facilities at both the Elgin Mills Community Environmental Centre and the 
McCleary Court Community Environmental Centre. This addition of household 
hazardous waste facilities creates a one-stop waste depot for York Region 
residents. (Residential waste only – limits may apply).

WASTE MANAGMENT
1-866-665-6752 
york.ca/hhw 

HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS 
WASTE (HHW) 
NOW ACCEPTED AT 
ELGIN MILLS CEC

Elgin Mills Court Community Environmental Centre
1124 Elgin Mills Road East, Town of Richmond Hill 

McCleary Court Community Environmental Centre
130 McCleary Court, City of Vaughan

Provincial Government to scrap race for Regional Chair
By Brock Weir

The race to lead York Region came to 
an abrupt halt on Friday when Ontario 
Premier Doug Ford announcing the 
Provincial government would scrap the 
election of  the Regional Chair in York, Peel, 
Muskoka and Niagara, with just hours left 
in the nomination period. 

In a statement released Friday, Mr. 
Ford said it was a move to “deliver better 
government.”

“We ran on a commitment to restore 
accountability and trust, to reduce the size 
and cost of  government, including an end to 
the culture of  waste and mismanagement,” 
said Mr. Ford. “Because one thing every 
politician at every level and in every region 
needs to remember is we all share the same 
boss. We all work for the people.”

In addition to scrapping the Regional 
Chair vote, a process which got underway 
following a motion by then Newmarket-
Aurora MPP (and now Aurora mayoral 
candidate) Chris Ballard which was 
subsequently passed by the Ontario 
Legislature, the Better Local Government 
Act also outlined plans to slash the size of  
Toronto Council by nearly half  to align 
with the current 25 provincial and federal 
ridings in the City of  Toronto.

Ahead of  Friday’s announcement, a 
number of  high profile candidates were in 
the Regional Chair races, including former 
Ontario cabinet minister Steven Del Duca 
in York and, in Peel, former Progressive 
Conservative leader – and Mr. Ford’s 
predecessor – Patrick Brown. 

The reaction to the move here in Aurora 
was swift, particularly as electing the York 
Regional Chair had been a contentious 
issue around the Council table. 

Aurora Council almost unanimously 
voted in favour of  sending a clear message to 
the Region they would like to see the Head 
of  Council become an elected position, 
something Mayor Geoff  Dawe ultimately 
voted against as the Town’s representative 
at the upper tier.

The first reaction came from Mr. Ballard, 
who said residents have a “fundamental 

right” to choose who governs us. He said 
he was “profoundly disappointed” the new 
Ontario government was going back on 
reforms.

“As Member of  Provincial Parliament for 
Newmarket-Aurora, I introduced Private 
Members’ Bill 43 to directly elect the Chair,” 
said Mr. Ballard. “It received unanimous 
support by all parties before being sent to 
an all-party committee for consideration. At 
committee, residents of  all political stripes 
came forward to testify in support of  my 
Bill. This is not a partisan issue.

“Previous versions of  [my Bill] had been 
introduced by York Region MPPs Reza 
Moridi and Helena Jaczek. They, too, 
had received all-party support, including 
from my predecessor, Frank Klees, a 
Progressive Conservative. Julia Munro, 
Progressive Conservative MPP for Simcoe 
North spoke in support of  my Bill in the 
Legislature, as did MPP Gila Martow, 
Progressive Conservative, representing 
Thornhill. 

“Directly electing the Regional Chair 
is important so that you and I can have a 
say in what goes on at Regional Council. 
Direct election means we are able to hold 
the most powerful politician in the Region 
accountable. With a 2018 Operating 
Budget of  $2.28 billion, a 2018 capital 
budget of  $810 million, and significant 
debt, the Region is responsible for a large 
portion of  the municipal tax bill we pay. 
But, perhaps more important, the Regional 
Chair has a huge say in how our Region, 
its towns, cities and villages will look in 
future years. Is growth balanced? Is the 
environment protected? Is there adequate 
public transit? Are Regional roads being 
well maintained? All this, and more, lie at 
the feet of  the Regional Chair.”

Addressing Friday’s announcement, 
Mr. Dawe did not comment on the 
Premier’s decision directly, but reiterated 
his position on why he believes the Chair 
of  York Region should be appointed by 
members of  Regional Council rather than 
by the public at large.

“It is no secret that I was not in favour 
of  moving to an Elected Regional Chair,” 
he said. “The existing system, where the 

democratically elected representatives of  
York Regional Council vote for the Chair, 
has served Aurora well and ensured that 
our relatively small community continues 
to have a strong voice in Regional affairs.

“The Northern 6 [York Region] 
Communities, which include Aurora, 
represent roughly one quarter of  York 
Region’s population. An elected Regional 
Chair, in all likelihood, would be selected 
from the more populous communities in 
the south. While I am sure that whoever 
was elected would do his or her best to 
represent all York Region communities, I 
can’t help but think there would be bias 
towards the south. As Mayor of  Aurora, 
I have 1 vote in 20. It represents far better 
odds than 1 in 300,000!”

Mr. Mrakas, on the other hand, has a 
far different view.

“The issue was not contentious at 
Aurora Council,” he said. “Council 
voted 8 – 1 in support of  an elected chair. 

The only member who did not support 
democratically elected representation 
at the Regional level was Geoff  Dawe. 
Further, he voted against Council direction 
at Regional Council, voting against an 
elected Chair and for the status quo of  
appointing someone to the job.”

“The municipalities in York Region are 
on record supporting electing the Regional 
Chair,” added Mr. Abel. “It’s part of  
democratic process. I would have preferred 
a longer timeline and consultation with the 
Province prior to any decision.”

At press time, the confirmed candidates 
for York Region’s chair were, in alphabetical 
order, Steven Del Duca, Mario Racco, 
Rasari Sriskandarasah, Chevaunne 
Stewart and Judith Tenenbaum.

HAVE YOUR SAY – Should the Provincial 
Government allow the election of  the York Regional 
Chair to continue? Have your say at letters@
auroran.com. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR Machell’s Corners

I don’t know about the rest of  you, 
but I’m finding myself  more and more 
frequently looking in the rear view mirror 
the less and less I actually happen to be 
on the road.

With each passing day, I wonder 
with greater frequency whether I got 
off  the road at the wrong exit. If  it’s not 
wondering whether I got off  on the right 
exit, it’s pondering if  I got distracted 
somewhere along the way and the exit I 
was supposed to hit was a few kilometres 
back and I was bound for a destination 
unknown.

The former typically wins out over 
the latter and each day seems stranger, 
more foreign, and perhaps even more 
bewildering than the last.

Although we’re probably more than 
tired of  hearing about it at this point, 
consider the goings-on south of  our 
border, where each hour seems to bring 
a new twist that was stranger than the 
last turn. Our accepted line between 
what is considered “normal” and that 
vague area of  “abnormal” is continually 
redrawn further and further away, what 
was once inconceivable is now just your 
typical, run of  the mill Thursday, and 
what can be found by turning on any 
outlet from CNN to FOX News at any 
given moment is stranger and more 
ludicrous than anything Aaron Sorkin 
or the creators of  House of  Cards ever 
dared dream. 

Yet, it’s the reality we’re living in 
now and it is likely to get worse before 
it gets better. The most alarming part 
is, it is going to continue to get weirder 
than what was once, just a few years 
before, beyond the limits of  our collective 
imagination. 

It’s a word where the so-called Leader 
of  the Free World, so anointed by the 
people of  the country he now leads, 
tells the same people that they shouldn’t 
bother to believe, or even consider, what 
they see with their own eyes or hear with 
their own ears, and only what comes 
out of  his mouth, or the tweets from his 
fingertips as the approved gospel. 

It’s a world where governments 
purporting to be for the populace often 
prefer their people to surrender their 
powers of  critical thinking to be led 
blindly to their final destination, and they 
are doing so willingly.

And yet, those who are doing so still 
cling to the belief  that they are being 
heard, their needs are being met and they, 
the little guy, are still ultimately wielding 
the keys to power.

Thankfully, here in Ontario, things 

have not quite hit the skids, but all too 
many people were on high alert last 
Thursday when word began to leak from 
Queen’s Park that Premier Ford was 
poised to not only halve the admittedly 
unwieldly size of  Toronto’s municipal 
Council, but also unilaterally cancel the 
votes for the position of  Chair in the 
Regions of  York and Peel.

This fall’s Municipal Election, up 
until that point, seemed to be a relatively 
sedate affair.

There seemed no real rush from 
candidates to file their names in the 
attempt to storm the halls of  power with 
their own visions for the municipality.

Many of  those who already hold some 
sway in the power department – Mayor 
and Councillors – formally put in their 
paperwork and paid the requisite fees in 
order to be re-hired by the people, but 
others, some names as expected, jumped 
into the fray for the first time, looking for 
their opportunity to make a difference 
and their chance to help shape their 
communities.

All seemed to be shaping up as 
expected, but, having a gut feeling there 
might be an unexpected twist in the 
municipal saga, some of  us camped out 
at Town Hall to see just what it might be. 

I guess that gut feeling must have been 
something we ate, or at least a bad case of  
gas, and no twists ultimately transpired, 
but there was no shortage of  things to talk 
about thanks to the Premier’s decision.

That bombshell revelation gave plenty 
of  fodder, ranging from speculation on 
the Premier’s motives for doing such a 
thing, whether or not it was simply a move 
to spite his Progressive Conservative 
predecessor Patrick Brown, who was 
then in the running for Regional Chair 
of  Peel, the practicality (or lack thereof) 
of  pruning the size of  Toronto Council, 
and the in-real-time developments of  
Mr. Brown subsequently filing his papers 
to run for Mayor of  Brampton and the 
whiplash of  incumbent (and appointed) 
York Region Chair Wayne Emmerson 
announcing Thursday he would not seek 

election to the Region’s top job, only to 
change his mind and file his papers in the 
wake of  the Premier’s announcement.

A suddenly exciting election? 
Absolutely. But worrying? Sadly, yes.

The newly elected Progressive 
Conservative Provincial Government 
likes to paint itself  to be a “government 
for the people.”

There have been a few glimmers of  this 
in the lead up to – and weeks following 
– the election where the Premier-to-be 
reversed his position on opening up the 
Greenbelt to development after extreme 
backlash from the people – backlash, in 
this case, dubbed “consultation with the 
people of  Ontario.” Most recently, the 
government made a pivot on redrafting 
the health and sex-ed curriculum after 
heated public feedback.

And yet, this very important decision 
on how Ontarians are governed was 
made unilaterally.

It is concerning to me that a government 
that claims to be “government for the 
people” will not give the people a say 
in how they are governed. When push 
comes to shove, Torontonians might 
believe they would be better served by 
a streamlined Council. Aurora certainly 
thought so when they voted to shrink 
Council by two members in the 2014 
referendum. But Aurorans were afforded 
the chance to have their say.

Citizens were also given the chance 
to speak out on whether they wanted 
the heads of  their Regional Councils 
to be elected positions. Some Regional 
Councillors – including Mayors – in each 
area had their misgivings about opening 
the position up to the general public, 
and, in many cases, voted against it, the 
public was very much of  the position that 
they wanted to have a say in who would 
lead the way.

This was born out in many ways, 
ranging from unscientific online polls, to 
debates in lower tier Council chambers, 
to extensive public consultation and 
hearings undertaken by the Previous 
Provincial Government. 

And yet, the very change that the 
people wanted, has been snatched away.

If  the new Provincial Government 
wants to live up to its promise of  being 
a “Government for the People,” the first 
step is to listen to those people and serve 
those interests. By choosing that moniker, 
they have set a high bar and now they 
have to deliver. If  not, we might be on 
a slippery slope, and we now know some 
of  the things that could be at the bottom 
of  that hill.  

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Pedersen isn’t the only 
problem traffic area, 
says reader

Ford “blowing up 
traditional norms”
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(Re: Traffic calming measures coming 
to Pedersen Drive following plea from 

neighbours, July 5)

I agree with everything said.
The whole area from Wellington St. 

to St. John’s Sideroad to Bayview is an 
accident waiting to happen.

I live on John West Way at Civic 
Square Gate. The traffic on John West 
Way is horrible, I see it every day. 

People are using this road as a 
cut through to Bayview. Driving is 
aggressive, vehicles passing on this road, 
in this high-density area: park, senior’s 
residence, condo buildings.

I’ve seen and heard cars with very 
noisy mufflers, revving engines, drag 
racing later at night, especially on the 
weekends.

I have spoken to the sergeant at the 
local police detachment, I was told 
they don’t have enough police cars to 
monitor the streets.

Someone is going to get seriously 
hurt.

J. Mayer
Aurora

(Re: Brock’s Banter, July 26)

Remember when conservatives 
wanted to “conserve” things? And some 
of  them were actually “progressive”? 
No more!

Within 24 hours of  Brock Weir’s 
publication of  his thoughtful meditation 
on decency, civility and resilience, Doug 
Ford dropped several bombs on good 
faith and good governance.

Destructive, anti-democratic impulses 
are driving decision making from the 
American White House to Ontario’s 
Pink Palace. Donald Trump and Doug 
Ford delight in “blowing up” traditional 
norms, venerable institutions, practical 
policies and fair procedures that actually 
serve the public good.

Supported by just 40 per cent of  
the electorate, Premier Ford is trashing 
sex education in deference to religious 
extremists, cancelling the arbitration 
award that resolved last year’s bitter 
college strike, doubling-down on Mike 
Harris’ ill-conceived amalgamation by 
changing Toronto’s election rules and 
empowering himself  to do for Queen’s 
Park what voters sensibly prevented him 
from doing as Mayor of  Toronto, and 
robbing citizens of  York Region of  the 
right to elect our own chief  executive 
officer, and much, much more.

Soon he will surely rescind needed 
increases to the minimum wage and 
repeal the Fair Workplaces, Better Jobs 
Act that brought hope to precarious 
workers.

Following the mass shooting in 
Toronto, he wants to expand police 
presence and electronic surveillance 
by defunding mental health programs. 
He has blundered into the immigration 
debate, cancelled important 
environmental programs, and is 
abandoning the lucrative marijuana 
industry to for-profit entrepreneurs 
regardless of  public health and safety.

Say what you like about these 
thoughtless initiatives, but let no 
one claim that they’re progressive, 
conservative, or in the interest of  “the 
people.”

 
Howard A. Doughty

Oak Ridges
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Previous poll results
Do you support retaliatory tariffs against the United States?

75%
YES NO

17%
UNSURE

8%

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

TIME TRAVELLER’S 
DIARY

Michelle Johnson

The Aurora Museum  
& Archives is celebrating…

Fishing Month!
August is fishing month and here at the Aurora Museum & Archives  

we have some sharp points to make. This spear (W72) is cast-iron and  
has two openings in the bottom shaft to attach a handle. Spear fishing  

is a technique that has been used since the Paleolithic age. Trident spears, 
like this one, have a barbed edged to secure the fish and stop it from 

escaping, which ensures a good catch and fun fisherman’s tales.  
The trident is probably most famous as the chief weapon of Poseidon  
the ancient Greek god of oceans.Enjoy a safe and fun Fishing Month!

Now there are four 
One intriguing rumor that had been 

floating out there in the ether was that 
Chris Ballard, the former Liberal MPP 
for Newmarket-Aurora and Minister 
of  Environment and Climate Change 
might decide to seek the Mayor’s chain 
of  office.

It would not be the last time that 
something like this happened.

Scores of  defeated or retired MPs 
and MPPs have left party politics and 
run for municipal office.

In the end, this rumour turned out 
to be true.

With the former MPP declaring his 
intention to seek the mayors’ office 
we now have four candidates. He 
joins a race that includes incumbent 
Mayor Geoff  Dawe, Deputy Mayor/
Councillor John Abel and Councillor 
Tom Mrakas.

Three things should motivate people 
to vote this fall.

First, a good, hard fought and 
respectful campaign being run by 
the four mayoralty candidates will 
energize their respective political bases 
to action. Each of  the candidates is of  
high profile, and has sufficient depth, 
experience and knowledge of  the issues 
to mount an effective campaign. 

Second, important issues are 
required that galvanize the electorate. 
And we do have those. 

Managing growth while maintaining 
Aurora’s unique “small town feel” is 
an important issue. Transportation 
infrastructure and transportation 
congestion is another. Public safety 
and security concerns as population 
increases is still another. 

Other items to debate during the fall 
campaign include the appropriate level 
of  taxation to assist in managing growth 
challenges. High incomes and land 
costs make it difficult for a wide range 
of  incomes to settle in Aurora. Sources 
of  funding for capital projects, service 
and program delivery when the Town 
is built out (i.e. loss of  development 
charges). The list goes on.

Stable neighbourhoods has also 

become a big issue. Residents want to 
hear from the prospective mayoralty 
candidates about what improvements 
or changes they would like to see to 
the Town’s Zoning By-law in order to 
protect the character of  our existing 
neighbourhoods.

For each of  the mayoralty candidates 
I had a quick look at their respective 
websites, in the “About” section which 
usually highlights/speaks to their 
background or areas that they want to 
stress during the campaign.

I did not yet see a website for Mr. 
Ballard, but as he has just entered the 
race, I expect to see one up shortly. 
This is from a recent Auroran story 
about Mr. Ballard’s announcement to 
enter the mayoralty race:

“Mr. Ballard was first elected to 
Aurora Council in 2010.

“He served in this position until 
nearly the end of his term when he was 
elected to Queen’s Park in the 2014 
Provincial election.

“As a member of Kathleen Wynne’s 
cabinet, he held a number of portfolios 
including Minister of Housing, Minister 
Responsible for the Poverty Reduction 
Strategy and, lastly, Minister of the 
Environment and Climate Change.”

From Mayor Geoff Dawe’s website:
“Geoff and his wife Henny moved to 

Aurora in 1977. Their three daughters 
were born and raised here. As a father, 
a businessman and civic minded 
resident, he quickly became involved 

in our community:  cubs, scouts and 
guides; the Rotary club; Trinity 
Anglican Church; the Aurora Chamber 
of Commerce, where he was named 
president (2009); the “Grow your 
Mind” fundraising campaign for the 
Aurora Public Library; board member 
and then Chair, Aurora Public Library 
Board and then, in 2010 in a landslide 
victory, Geoff was elected as Mayor, 
for the Town of Aurora.”

About John Abel:
“In 2010, at the age of  55, I decided 

to be a candidate for the Aurora Town 
Council because I had come to realize 
that politics should be about improving 
people’s lives – no more and no less. My 
wife, Tracy, and I raised our children 
in Aurora and I felt it was time to give 
back to the community we love. I also 
knew that I could make a difference. 
Over the past seven and a half  years, 
I have served as Deputy Mayor of  
Aurora. I am proud of  the volunteer 
work I have done, the boards I am on, 
and the initiatives that I introduced on 
behalf  of  my fellow residents.

About Tom Mrakas:
“Thank you Aurora for putting your 

trust in me. I am honoured to serve as 
your voice on Aurora Town Council. In 
2014, I ran for Aurora Town Council 
because I believed in giving back to my 
community. And since being elected 
as your representative, I have put that 
belief to work.

“My priority since day one has been, 
and will continue to be, to focus on 
smarter growth. Given that Aurora’s 
population is expected to grow by over 
10,000 by the year 2020, how we grow 
will be vitally important to the health 
and well-being of our present and 
future community.”

I don’t know who will win on 
October 22nd, but this should be an 
exciting race. 

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Yes   No  Unsure

Now that the 2018 Concerts in the 
Park series is in full swing (speaking of  
swing check out August 8th performers 
the Borealis Big Band) it is a great time 
to look back on the history of  music in 
the park. 

Simply put, music in the park is as 
old as the park itself. Whether it was the 
12th Battalion Band striking up a tune 
during the 1800s or the “Big Bands” 
of  the late 1940s and 1950s – when 
summer arrived, you could count on 
music flowing from Town Park. Since 
1970, the Concerts in the Park series, 
formerly Music in the Park, has been 
a regular feature during the summer 
months.

The Town’s Recreation Commission, 
a precursor to the current Recreation 
Division, organized the first concert, 
which took place on Sunday, July 26 
from 7-9 pm. It featured the Shan 
Clifford Group who were described 
by attendee Adrian Peetoom as being 
“professionals, with a nice beat, a sense 
of  harmony, square with just enough 
ragged corners to get the feet tapping, 
the heart pumping and the head 
thinking of  younger days” (Aurora 
Banner, July 29, 1970). The concerts 
became a regular event during the 
summer months and took place on 
Sunday evenings up until 2003 when 
they were moved to Wednesdays. 

Of  course, to have a concert there 
needs to be a performance venue. 
Throughout Town Park’s history 
a combination of  permanent and 
temporary pavilions, platforms, 
bandstands, and band shells have been 
built so that musicians – and speakers – 
had an adequate stage. 

The current placement of  the band 
shell can be traced to 1892, when 
Council made the decision to change 
its location from the east side of  the 
park to the west side – specifically 200 
feet from the north-west corner. While 
the exact distance from the corner has 
changed, the location of  the permanent 
band shells has remained the same. 

The first permanent band shell 
was gifted to the Town from the 
Aurora Lions Club in 1950. It was 
funded through a lengthy fundraising 
campaign that took place over three 
years.  Construction of  the band shell 
occurred in two phases: the first was the 
stage portion completed in 1950, and 
the second was the dramatic parabolic 
roof  completed in 1962. 

In 2001, Council approved the Town 
Park Redevelopment Master Plan, 
which called for the building of  a new 
band shell. The old structure, which saw 
the beginning of  the Concerts in the 
Park, was removed and the distinctive 
parabolic roof  relegated only to photos 
and memories. 

The new band shell opened in 2003. 
If  you look closely within the brickwork 
of  the current stage, you will find one 
brick that offers a remembrance of  the 
old structure. The Town continues to 
organize the Concerts in the Park series 
and since its inception, the Town Park 
band shell has hosted a range of  musical 
selections including country, folk, blues, 
soul, rock, pop and, of  course, swing. 

A Marvelous Park  
for a Moondance 

Do you agree with Premier Ford’s  
decision to scrap the Regional  

Chair elections?

Collections & Exhibitions Coordinator
Aurora Museum & Archives

By Leslie Gough

The Aurora Rising Sun Masonic Lodge located 
at 57 Mosely Street, at the corner of  Mosley Street 
and Wells Street, is one of  the Doors Open Aurora 
2018 sites. The Masonic Lodge served as the 
Methodist Episcopal Church from the time of  its 
construction in 1877 until it was sold to the Masons 
in 1885.

On December 5, 1877, the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Aurora officially opened its doors and held its first dedicated 
service on Sunday, December 16, 1877. From 1877 to 1885, 
the building served as a church with A.T. Ferguson as the 
congregation’s first pastor. It was part of  the King Circuit of  
the Methodist Episcopal Church.

In 1885, the Methodist Episcopal Church united with 
the Wesleyan Methodist Church and moved into the United 
Church on Yonge Street. That same year, the congregation 
decided to sell the property to the Masons, who began to use 
it as their lodge hall. Originally, the Masons’ old hall, built 
c. 1866, was located at the rear of  the Ough property on 
Centre St. In 1897, the Anglican Church purchased the old 
Masonic Hall and relocated it for use as their parish hall. 

The interior is an exceptional example of  Masonic 
architecture in Ontario. The pictures displayed at the entrance 

are of  the Lodge Masters that have served the 
lodge since 1860. Many of  the masters were also 
the founding builders of  this town. The artwork 
in the lodge room on the west wall was painted 
by Ms. Stevenson, a wife of  a lodge member, in 
1902. One should take note of  the numerous 
symbols like the rising sun in the large medallion 
at the east end symbolizes the beginning of  the 
day and the Masonic all seeing eye represents the 
eye of  God that oversees our life’s actions. 

At the top of  the hall are three framed documents that 
symbolize the 1860 issuing of  The Rising Sun Lodge’s charter. 
Finally, the floor area, referred as the Masonic pavement, 
has contrasting colours that symbolize the uncertainty of  
life. This Masonic Lodge is associated with The Rising Sun 
Masonic Lodge, one of  the oldest, if  not the oldest, fraternal 
organizations in Aurora and the world.

The Town of  Aurora is proud to present the Aurora Rising 
Sun Masonic Lodge as a Doors Open Aurora 2018 sites. 
Make sure to visit Aurora Rising Sun Masonic Lodge from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, August 18 to learn more. 

For more information about Doors Open Aurora, to volunteer for the 
event, and to print a copy of  the Doors Open Aurora 2018 Map Guide, 
please visit www.aurora.ca and click on the Doors Open icon on the front 
page.

Doors Open Aurora Feature: Aurora 
Rising Sun Masonic Lodge
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Aurora Heights community will stay in Stable Neighbourhoods discussion
Resident says Council 
has just “two choices”

By Brock Weir

The Aurora Heights community 
will remain a part of  Site Plan controls 
impacting Stable Neighbourhoods, 
despite attempts to remove it in the lead 
up to last week’s Council meeting.

Council approved a new bylaw that 
will see Site Plan approval be required 
by new developments within four areas 
identified as “stable neighbourhoods” 
within Aurora.

Going into the previous meeting’s 
General Committee meeting, however, 
lawmakers faced a recommendation 
that impacted just Regency Acres, the 
neighbourhood surrounding Town 
Park, and segments of  Temperance 
Street as part of  the study, leaving the 
Aurora Heights neighbourhood out of  
the protected zones.

According to a report before 
Council by Lawrence Kuk, Manager 
of  Development Planning, the Aurora 
Heights neighbourhood was not 
proposed as part of  the Site Plan 
Control bylaw because “the majority of  
the resident concerns regarding the type 
and scale of  development” was focused 
in Regency Acres and Town Park.

This was, however, not reflective 
of  the view of  the Aurora Heights 
Ratepayers’ Association.

The group was represented at last 
week’s meeting by Allison Halls, who 
said she was “quite dismayed” that the 
recommendation before Council took 
Aurora Heights off  the table.

“I am quite dismayed and, in 

some sense angry, that someone 
would propose the Aurora Heights 
neighbourhood be removed from the 
Stable Neighbourhoods designation 
when it has been there since the 
beginning of  this process,” said Ms. 
Halls. “Furthermore, what we’re asking 
and what we have been asking through 
our attendance and comments at each 
of  the meetings is we also want the 
zoning bylaws to align with the official 
plan. I think we have been consistent 
in that. We are a newer ratepayers’ 
association and that is working against 
us. I am not sure why.”

While the report left the door open 
to adding new areas down the road, 
the majority of  Council agreed Aurora 
Heights should be included from the 
outset.

Responding to Mayor Geoff  Dawe’s 
questions on why this particular 
neighbourhood was excluded in the 
first go-round, Marco Ramunno, 
Aurora’s Director of  Planning, said 
that, although area ratepayers have 
come forward asking for protection, 
his department has not noticed new 
builds, particularly the large-scale new 
builds, dubbed “monster homes”, that 
residents in other areas have found so 
objectionable.

“From the Aurora Heights 
perspective, I live in that area and 
there is development going on,” said 
Councillor Sandra Humfryes. “There is 
one in particular, I don’t want to name 
the street, but it has caused a number of  
concerns with the neighbours. I don’t 
want to insult anybody but [it sticks out] 
like a sore thumb in the rest of  the area. 
I think it would be great to include it 
and just have an opportunity to take a 

look at what is going to be done there 
and know it is still going to conform 
with the neighbourhood.”

This was a view shared by Councillor 
John Abel, who said he valued the input 
given by the Aurora Heights Ratepayers.

“In my mind, if  you exclude the other 
two (Regency Acres and Town Park), 
development opportunities will look for 
the next place and that will be on the 
north side,” he said. “Although they are 
different and distinct, they are similar 
in that they are larger lots and small 
bungalows. Perfect for bigger homes 
that fit the style. We’re not opposed to 
people building their dream homes, we 
just want conformity and that has been 
expressed very clearly.”

Councillor Paul Pirri, on the other 
hand, offered a contrary viewpoint, 
noting he agreed with the reasons for 
excluding Aurora Heights as outlined 
by Mr. Ramunno.

“There are no major developments 
happening in this area,” said Councillor 
Pirri. “I would rather see Mr. Ramunno 
move expediently on the other two areas 
of  town as opposed to this.”

By the time it was time to ratify the 
decision last Tuesday, only one member 
of  the public approached the podium, 
this time Robin Grey, a resident of  the 
Regency Acres area, speaking on behalf  
of  her ratepayers’ group, as well as the 
ones representing Aurora Heights and 
the Town Park area.

From her perspective, there were 
only two practical solutions at Council’s 
disposal.

“The three ratepayers groups are 
asking the Town to consider that there 
are two choices available to stop the 
incompatible homes being built in the 
three neighbourhoods that have been 
recognized,” she said. “The first option 
is to freeze development in the three 
areas immediately, or to direct planning 
to work with the three ratepayers’ 
groups to change the zoning bylaws to 
stop any growth because the proposed 
site plan will not help. 

“We are not in agreement with 
what has been presented in the past 
and most of  us were in attendance last 
week, and this is a continuation of  that. 
The choices are to stop until the new 
Council, whatever you have suggested, 
Mr. Ramunno wants things weighted 
until January until he has architectural. 
It has to stop now and you have two 
choices.”

Although they are 
different and distinct,  
they are similar in that 
they are larger lots and 

small bungalows.  
Perfect for bigger  

homes that fit the style. 
We’re not opposed to 
people building their 

dream homes, we just 
want conformity and  

that has been  
expressed very clearly
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905-833-0033
www.taramccarthyrealestate.com

Laceby Real Estate Brokerage

Site plan approval in stable neighbourhoods  
get Council green light

By Brock Weir

Aurora’s stable neighbourhoods 
will soon have extra protections in 
their corner.

Council last week gave the green 
light to a new Site Plan Approval 
bylaw for new developments, 
redevelopments, and additions equal 
to or greater than 50 square metres 
within three communities identified 
as “stable neighbourhoods” – 
Regency Acres, Aurora Heights, and 
the neighbourhoods surrounding 
Town Park.

Council’s approval came after 
months of  debate around the Council 
table, five meetings in which opinion 
was offered by dozens of  residents 
impacted by stable neighbourhoods 
protection, and, in the views of  some 
Council members, last week’s decision 
still falls well short of  the mark.

The Site Plan Approval bylaw, 
which also includes detached garages 
of  any size, and is applicable to 
both detached and semi-detached 
dwellings, is seen as something of  
a stop gap by residents, a band-aid 
before addressing what they see as the 
real problem: existing zoning bylaws 
being incompatible with Aurora’s 
Official Plan, thus allowing for the 
construction of  “monster homes” 
within the communities.

This was a view shared by 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner, who 
voted against the measures.

Speaking against the bylaw, she 
noted the dramatically dwindling 
members of  the public who have 
filled the Council galleries in the last 
two meetings concerned with this 
issue.

“I see very few residents here for 
the stable neighbourhood issue, 
which is interesting after having 

five meetings and hundreds of  
residents come to the Chamber,” 
said Councillor Gaertner. “My 
understanding is [they feel] Council 
hasn’t listened to them. If  the motion 
to approve the site plan control for 
the stable neighbourhoods fails, I will 
be making another motion and I will 
be asking Council to sincerely think 
about adding the moratorium to our 
interim control bylaw that goes until 
the end of  January and staff  said last 
week that it is possible.

“It is the only thing that will 
protect these neighbourhoods in the 
interim.”

In opposing the measure, 
Councillor Gaertner posed a number 
of  questions to Marco Ramunno, 
Aurora’s Director of  Planning, 
including whether an entire 
municipality could be designated 
under a site plan control bylaw. 

But Mr. Ramunno said Site Plan 
Control would give planning staff  
the ability to pass judgement based 
on many architectural features, 
including size, and allow them to 
“try and attempt to control massing, 
materials, colours, architectural 
styles, et cetera.”

But Councillor Gaertner contended 
that existing zoning bylaws do not 
address character, appearance, and 
other design features.

“I am assuming the site plan control 
bylaw will look at everything in the 
context of  zoning bylaws that are 
in place, but can staff, for the other 
issues that residents feel so strongly 
against with respect to character, 
scale, appearance, design features, 
can staff  form parameters that take 
those into account?” she asked.

“Yes, we can,” Mr. Ramunno 
applied. “As I mentioned last week, 
they would be part of  the negotiations 
when I sit down with the applicant to 

deal with not only the architecture, 
but the scale, the height, the size of  
the proposed structure.

“The standards within the 
zoning bylaw are more regulated 
development, but once we have the 
site plan control, staff  will work with 
the applicants and also indicate to 
them the process that we’ve followed 
today over the last six or seven months 
that it is the intention of  Council to 
continue to review our existing zoning 
bylaw standards.”

Among the issues Mr. Ramunno 
said his department would raise with 
residents is that a 10 metre high roof  
line is “an issue” and that they will 
work with applicants and developers 
to bring that scale down. 

“If  they are bringing forward a 
proposal that is 10 metres and has 
an architectural style we feel doesn’t 
fit into that neighbourhood, we 
will work with them to try to bring 
that down,” he added, conceding 
Councillor Gaertner’s point that if  
the zoning bylaw remains as is, the 
applicants really don’t need to listen.

“At the end of  the day, the 
provisions in the zoning bylaw are 
legally still in place but we still have 
a say over architectural style and the 
overall look and treatment of  the roof, 

etc. It will be an ongoing discussion, 
we will have that control, there is a 
process that they will have to follow 
to be reviewed by staff  at the end 
of  the day until we actually change 
the zoning bylaw we’re working with 
our current standards but we will 
have some control and say…and 
encourage them to reduce scale and 
change the architecture.”

In the end, however, Councillor 
Gaertner said she agreed with 
Regency Acres resident Robin Grey 
who told Council that there are only 
two options available to Council: 
freeze development or change zoning 
bylaws.

“The bottom line reality actually 
is that the only thing that is going to 
protect the neighbourhoods, protect 
the hundreds of  people who come 
to Council are actually what Ms. 
Grey said: either a mortarium that is 
attached to what is already in place…
or simply having a committee of  
residents work with Mr. Ramunno 
to form a set of  zoning bylaws that 
would be appropriate and then that 
comes to Council,” said Councillor 
Gaertner. “I will be voting against 
this, hoping that Council will decide 
to put the best protection in place for 
our residents.”
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 
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By Mike Pickford

A new addition to the King and 
Aurora/Newmarket business community, 
Right at Home Canada is here to stay.

The organization, which specializes 
in providing home health care and 
assistance to seniors and individuals with 
mobility issues, officially launched in the 
community last week with the opening of  
its new office on Industrial Parkway.  The 
man behind the operation, Ash Walani, 
sees a huge need in the area. Speaking to 
the Citizen, Mr. Walani says he’s excited 
to “plug a gap” in this community.

“We really specialize in providing home 
care services to people in the community 
– we’re there to meet our clients’ needs, 
doing whatever they need wherever they 
call home,” Mr. Walani said. “Our in-
home services can range from making a 
pot of  home-made soup and laundry all 
the way up to providing 24-hour nursing 
care, and anything and everything in 
between.”

Right at Home has been supporting 
families across the globe since 1995, 
with thousands of  locations in countries 
such as Australia, China and the United 
States. The company has seen extensive 
growth here in Canada since its launch a 
little over five years ago, with dozens of  
locations across the GTA. As well as this 
new office here in Aurora, Mr. Walani 
also operates an office in Caledon, which 
he opened roughly two months ago.

While Right at Home specializes in 

home care, the organization also provides 
a variety of  other supportive products, 
such as incontinence items, adaptive 
clothing and personal emergency devices. 

The organization relies on a well-
trained team of  Registered Nurses and 
Personal Support Workers to carry out its 
services in the community. Ann Corrigan 
will serve as the company’s community 
care manager, assisting Mr. Walani when 
it comes with developing care plans for 
local residents.

“That’s one of  the best things about 
our company, is that we base all of  our 
services and programs on the needs of  the 
individual. We’re very fortunate in this 
country that we have a government that 
provides health services to its people, but 
there are some things they simply cannot 
provide. That’s where we step in,” Mr. 
Walani said.

The main pillars of  Right at Home 
Canada’s programming centre on 
companionship, homemaking, errands 
and transportation, physical assistance, 
personal care and hygiene, nursing and 
therapy, Alzheimer’s and dementia 
and special care situations. While the 
company is still in its infancy here in this 
region, Mr. Walani says they’re already 
taking calls from many potential clients.

In some of  the company’s most 
successful markets, the organization 
provides support to hundreds of  people 
each month. Over time, Mr. Walani is 
hoping to make Right at Home Canada 
the go-to place for any local resident 

requiring in-home health care services.
“There is a large demand for our 

services even today. Essentially, we’re 
here to give people peace of  mind 
and right now we’re seeing how 
much people value that. We help 
take the stress away from potentially 
problematic situations,” Mr. Walani 
said. 

“There’s such a growing need in this 
community. There are people who are 
not getting the support or service they 
need because we’re considered to be a 
more rural community the further out 

of  the GTA we go. There’s so much 
available to you in the core GTA, 
but the further you get out the less 
options you have. We’re here to offer a 
solution and plug a very real gap in our 
community,” Mr Walani concluded.

The company offers free consultations 
to potential clients enquiring about 
its services. For more information on 
Right at Home Canada, visit www.
rightathomecanada.com. To contact 
your local team in King and Aurora 
you can call 905-997-3731 or our 
1-855-983-4663 number at any time. 

New business giving peace of mind in the home

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor 
Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. 
®/™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©2018 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 18_90409_H7L_003

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Do you have a financial advisor,  
but not a written financial plan?

A written financial plan can help you pursue your goals with 
confidence and take steps towards a secure financial future.  
Ask yourself:
1.  Do I know what I need to do to achieve my personal and  

financial goals?
2. Will I have enough income and savings to retire comfortably?
3.  How much do I pay for financial advice and what value am I 

receiving? 

If you’re unsure, contact Brendan Black today. Working with highly 
accredited Financial Planners at RBC Wealth Management, he can 
help get you on track to achieve your goals.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

ADDING LIFE TO YEARS: Ann Corrigan, left, and Ash Walani aim to make Right At 
Home the go-to place for in-home healthcare services. Call 905-997-3731or 1-855-983-4663.

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

DI CECCO LAW

Aurora 905-751-1517
www.diceccolaw.com

EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE

EFFICIENCY 
At Your Service

Corporate, Business, 
Real Estate, Mortgages, 
Leases, Wills, Estates, 
Powers of Attorney 

Alessandro Di Cecco

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 • aurora.ca • 905-727-3123, ext. 4224

SEEKING BOARD MEMBERS FOR THE AURORA 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
The Aurora Town Council invites residents or individuals working in Aurora to apply to participate as a board 
member of the Aurora Economic Development Corporation (“AEDC”).

The AEDC will develop for Council, a dynamic economic development strategy for our community and provide 
ongoing advice to ensure those goals are achieved.

We are looking for individuals that are eager to lead and provide a fresh perspective and vision to shape the 
economic direction of the Town for future generations. Candidates will ideally have business experience and 
reflect the cultural and demographic diversity of our community. Experience in the Hospitality, Arts and Culture, 
Educational, Health Care or Governmental areas would be helpful but not required. 

To apply for this exciting opportunity, please complete the required application form accompanied with an 
updated resume prior to August 31, 2018. 

For more information, please visit aurora.ca/AEDC to review the related Terms of Reference and the required 
Application Form.

About the Aurora Economic Development Corporation

The Aurora Economic Development Corporation provides strategic leadership and coordination of community 
economic development in Aurora. The AEDC works with partners to strengthen and diversify existing business, 
attract new business and investment, and coordinate strategic economic development initiatives within the 
community.
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Community Co-Op marks red hot milestone  
35 years in the making

By Brock Weir

It was a sizzling celebration on 
Saturday as the Aurora Village Co-Op 
gathered around a fire. 

This wasn’t, however, your average fire 
– it was a blaze 35 years in the making.

The atmosphere was jubilant as co-op 
board officials lit the match on the co-
op’s mortgage that turned the page on a 
new chapter in the community’s history. 

“We’re a housing cooperative, part of  
the social and affordable housing stock, 
and it is not often that units of  affordable 
housing are able to pay their mortgage 
off  without having another mortgage 
or another loan, and we thought it was 
something to celebrate,” says Colleen 
Ewart, Manager of  the Aurora Village 
Co-Op, on why they wanted to make 
this milestone as festive as possible.

“It is a massive, huge milestone. To be 
able to maintain affordable housing for 
35 years, we have to start replacing major 
components in the building because they 
are old and they have reached their life 
expectancy. We have been able to do 
that, hopefully without taking another 
mortgage. We’re able to continuously 
replenish and top up our reserve fund to 
do so and meet those needs. By paying 
off  this mortgage, that is a huge chunk 
of  money that has been freed up, so we 
can continue to build and develop up 
our reserves, and improve housing for 
people.”

There is no shortage of  ideas – and 
necessities – floating around on what 
these replenished and strengthened 
reserves can be used for.

The co-op recently undertook the 
development of  a brand new playground.

That was one of  the happier projects.
But, there is a flipside of  the coin.
They’re also dealing with having to 

prematurely replace watermains on site, 
an issue that came to light just last month 
when a sinkhole opened up in the area.

“It is huge for us and that just came to 
light last month,” said Ms. Ewart. “The 
godsend is the mortgage is paid off. The 
life expectancy the engineer typically 
gives on water mains is 80 to 100 years. 
We’re at 35, so it is not something we 
expected to be replacing at this stage in 
the game. This is a really big project – it 
is not a claim to fame, it is not a project 
we’re happy we have to do, but it is one 
that is going to take a lot of  focus and 
resources as well.”

The Aurora Village Co-Op does have 
real claims to fame, adds Ms. Ewart.

Chief  among them, she says, is the 
unique housing model that co-ops 
provide, and that can be seen in its 
membership.

“In co-ops, people are called 
members, not tenants,” she explains. 
“As a member, when you become a 
member, you’re agreeing to participate 
within the governance of  the co-op, and 
perhaps do work through committee. 
You are volunteering your time and 
you’re agreeing to do so once you 
become a member. For example, when 
you come on site, all the gardens are 
done by volunteers and there’s a Board 
of  Directors and various community 
activity committees and various 
committees that actually do some of  the 
work that needs to be done. That is the 
difference in terms of  the co-op model 
versus the straight non-profit.

“They vote on their budget increases 
and every member has a vote, that vote is 
the privilege part of  it; the responsibility 
is the participation. One of  the ways to 
achieve low end of  market housing and 
keep us affordable is because people put 
their time in and I don’t have to tender 
out landscaping and pay for a contractor 
to come in. The fact everyone has a 
vote and a say and it is a majority rules 
democracy.”

That member buy-in translates into 
social equity. The Aurora Village Co-Op 
has members who have lived there from 

Day One. Then there are others who 
lived there once before, bought a house 
and moved, but came back because 
they missed the “absolutely wonderful” 
community involvement. 

“I think there is a lot of  perception that 
a cooperative is 100 per cent subsidized 
and it is not. We have a percentage of  
our units, in our case it is 15 per cent, 
that are rent geared to income and the 
rest of  the units are market value,” 
says Ms. Ewart. “That market value 
is based on basically the increases that 
we take per year and we try to stabilize 
inflation if  we possibly can. When 
things have to be done, people will step 
up and do them. The misconception is 
perhaps there is a stigma that there is 
social housing and therefore everyone is 
subsidized and that is not the case at all.

“I hope [the dignitaries on hand 

for Saturday’s mortgage burning] get 
to experience cooperative community 
and get to see it in action. I would 
like them to leave and say it would be 
great to have more affordable housing 
in Aurora and York Region, and in my 
opinion, particularly for people aging. 
All my units have stairs except for a 
very few one bedrooms. I have a high 
population of  aging people and my 
wait list internally for a one bedroom 
is about seven to ten years. My desire 
would be that the Mayor will be able to 
take a look at that and like what he sees 
and realise that affordable housing is a 
very, very important component and 
an important aspect for people to live a 
quality life.”

The Aurora Village Co-Op is located 
just off  Henderson Drive, west of  Yonge 
Street.

FOR CASH!*

*Some conditions apply to all Guarantees

For more information on my exclusive Trade Up Program Call 1-866-231-9453 ID# 1072 or visit www.SoldOrIBuyItGuaranteed.com

VICTOR CHETCUTI
HOME BUYING AND SELLING SYSTEM

$1,450,000 – OR TRADE!
ATTENTION BUILDERS and INVESTORS! - Build Your Dream 
Home In This Much Sought After Oak Ridges Community. This 
Property Is Situated On A Tree Lined Street Among High End 
Homes, Close To All Amenities. Lot Size Will Accommodate A 
Larger Home. A Small Bungalow With Detached Garage Is On 
The Property. Free recorded message 1-866-231-9453 ID# 0

$758,900 – OR TRADE!
Awesome Four Level Backsplit Located In The Heart Of Auro-
ra. This Well Maintained Home Has An Eat-In Kitchen With Side 
Entrance; Three Bedrooms & Two Washrooms & A Cozy Family 
Room With Gas Fireplace With Walkout To Backyard Deck. Walk-
ing Distance To Most Amenities, Schools, Shopping, Restaurants 
& Transit. Free recorded message 1-866-231-9453 ID# 1060

To Discuss the Sale of Your Home Call Victor at 416-553-2474

MOVE UP TO ANY ONE
OF MY LISTINGS AND
I’LL BUY YOUR HOME
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YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

Supports Local Sports Teams

AURORA 
FARMERS’ MARKET 

& ARTISAN FAIR 

TOWN PARK – Wells St. Aurora

Visit us at: 
theaurorafarmersmarket.com

The Aurora 
Farmers’ Market 

& Artisan Fair 
will feature free Activities 

for children every day!
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• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 
• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Summer 
Theatre Camp

for Ages 6-13

For More Information visit: 
marqueetp.com or call  905-713-1040 

73 Industrial Pkwy. N., Aurora Unit 2B

Aug. 13-24

Charity # 876749300RR0001

Last camp of the year!

For ages 6-13

905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

Concerts in the Park shines light on 
local talent with the Borealis Big Band

By Brock Weir

The Borealis Big Band made their 
public debut this past December with 
a successful performance at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre. Over the last seven 
months, their musical muscles have been 
flexed elsewhere, but they are set to return 
to a hometown crowd this Wednesday at 
Concerts in the Park.

Concerts in the Park, the ongoing 
weekly summer concert series which takes 
place each Wednesday at Town Park from 
7 – 9 p.m., welcomes bands from across 
Canada, offering everything from classic 
rock to Caribbean rhythms, but it’s rare 
they present talent from so close to home.

But the Borealis Big Band was just 
the ticket to grace the stage at the Town 
Park Band Shell and, according to 
bandleader Gord Shepherd, this is not 
your grandfather’s Big Band.

When people think about Big Bands, 
they tend to think typically about 
musicians like Glenn Miller or Benny 
Goodman, that swing band music from 
the 30s and 40s,” he says. “Our Big Band 
is definitely a contemporary Big Band.” 
The Borealis Big Band has its roots in the 
Aurora Community Band, where some 
members wanted to found a band that 
was more compact with a more specific, 
jazzier focus. After members auditioned 
for Borealis, they worked to define their 
sound, and bowed at the Cultural Centre. 

“After our first concert, our band was 
really happy with the audience we had 
and the band played so well and we were 
so, so well received by the audience,” says 
Mr. Shepherd. “People were thrilled about 

the concert and were looking forward to 
hearing the band play again. At our next 
concert at Newmarket’s Old Town Hall, 
we sold out that concert as well. 

“Playing for the local crowd is much 
more exciting for us because there are a 
lot of  people in the audience who know 
the members of  the band. Our band is 
new enough that there is certainly interest 
amongst family and friends of  members 
of  the band who come out to see us. We 
haven’t reached the point where our 
audience is too much beyond family and 
friends of  people in the audience, but it is 
moving in that direction and that is what 
we’re hoping to do in the future.”

This Wednesday, the Borealis Big Band 
will offer a varied program ranging from 
the classic Sing, Sing Sing, to the classic 
I Can See Clearly Now, Michael Buble’s 
Sway, Brian Setzer’s Rock This Town and 
Zoot Suit Riot, and, in a nod to another 
hometown hand, a selection or two from 
the Glass Tiger songbook.

In addition to the 20-member band 
on the bandshell stage, additional 
entertainment will also be provided by the 
Artistica Ballroom Dance team. 

“We have developed a great relationship 
with Artistica because this partnership 
provides live music for their students to 
dance to, which I assume they don’t have 
an opportunity to do that too often,” says 
Mr. Shepherd.

Concerts in the Park begin at 7 p.m., 
and is preceded by miniature Aurora 
Farmers’ Market, offering meals and tasty 
treats, starting at 5 p.m. and continuing 
through to the end of  the concert at 9 
p.m.

The Borealis Big Band is pictured at Newmarket’s Old Town Hall. 

Contributed photo

FESTIVE CHEER – It was Christmas in July at the Royal Canadian Legion on Friday as 
they hosted their annual summer “holiday” dinner. (Right) Volunteers donned their Christmas 
apparel to dish out the turkey dinner, which was enjoyed by dozens of revellers including, 
left, veterans Peggy Strange, 100, and Carl Bedal.                         Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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By Jake Courtepatte

Halfway through the League1 Ontario 
season, the Aurora FC men’s side is hitting 
its stride.

The club picked up its second win of  
the 2018 season on Sunday evening, a 3 
– 2 victory over North Mississauga SC, 
as part of  a 2-1-1 streak dating back to 
mid-June.

Riding an abrasive offense that sent 
seven shots on the Mississauga goal, 
Maximillian Ferrari led the way for the 
Aurora side with a brace, his first two-goal 
performance in suiting up for ten games this 
season.

North Miss earned the first real chance of  
the game in the twelfth minute, forcing 
Aurora keeper Ryan Collins to 
make a diving stop. 

Aurora returned less than 
a minute later with an 
offensive zone interception 
by Parmpreet Johal, 
sending Ferrari in alone on 
the keeper and putting it away on the 
far side.

Collins was finally beaten by the 
Panthers on their fourth shot of  the 
game in the 61st minute, fooled by 
a rebound he stood little chance on, 
though Aurora stormed back with 
their second of  the game thanks to a 
substitution for Matthew McGrouther.

Just two minutes after coming into the 
game, McGrouther finished off  a well-
place header to give Aurora the lead in 
the 77th minute.

With momentum on their side, Ferrari 

potted his second of  the game just 
seconds later to take an insurmountable 
late lead.

North Miss brought the score back to 
within one with eight minutes to go, but 
a tactical change to a shutdown defense 
from Aurora eliminated any chance of  
a comeback.

Picking up five of  their nine total 
points on the season over the last four 
games, Aurora has settled into the 
middle of  the pack in the League1 men’s 
side with six games left on the schedule, 
holding onto a record of  2-5-3.

A tough matchup awaits Aurora on 

Aug. 8 when they host Toronto’s Sigma 
FC at Stewart Burnett Park, the only 
remaining undefeated team in the semi-
pro league.

Also visiting with North Miss on 
Saturday, the Aurora women failed to 
pick up a point in a 1 – 0 loss, shut out 
for the third game in a row.

It was Aurora that dictated the pace 
throughout much of  the first half, with 
Madison Johnson gaining the first real 
opportunity fifteen minutes in, though 
a ball on the goal line was cleared by 
a North Miss defender.

In the 27th minute, a shot from Andrea 
Garcia just wide of  the post was returned 
to the Aurora end, where Quinn Josiah 
was beaten from within the box for the 
game’s only goal.

Aurora had one final chance in extra 
time of  the second half, though a Natalia 
Casiello header sailed just wide to signal 
the referee’s whistle.

They will be looking to keep a distance 
from Whitby’s Darby FC when they visit 
on Aug. 7, whose similar 1-7-1 record 
falls short of  Aurora’s thanks to goal 
differential.

Varsity Lions fall to Oshawa  
in OFC first round

By Jake Courtepatte

The Varsity York Legion Lions roared 
through the Ontario Football Conference 
in 2018, only to be muffled in week one of  
the post-season.

The league’s second-best defense 
clashed with the league’s top offense in 

a battle between the Lions and Oshawa 
Hawkeyes at St. Max Kolbe field on 
Saturday, with the Hawkeyes’ high-flying 
passing game coming out on top 28 – 9.

Up 9 – 7 late in the first half  on field 
goals, the Lions took a rare deficit into the 
second half  after the Hawkeyes hauled in 

The York Region Varsity Lions fell 28 - 9 to the Oshawa Hawkeyes in the first round of the 
Ontario Football Conference playoffs at St. Maximilian Kolbe on Saturday. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

Carlos Buitrago 
looks to make a 

pass in Aurora FC’s 
3 - 2 win over North 

Mississauga SC on 
Sunday.

 
Auroran photo by 
Jake Courtepatte
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a long touchdown pass with just over two 
minutes left on the clock.

Turning over the ball in less than a 
minute after a pair of  tipped passes on the 
next drive, the Lions were able to salvage a 
14 – 9 score heading into the break thanks 
to a late blocked field goal attempt on their 
own 38-yard line.

With Oshawa on the receiving end 
of  the second half ’s opening kickoff, it 
was their running game that brought the 
return into Lion territory, before forcing 
York Region to begin their drive on their 
own six-yard line.

Oshawa made it an eleven-point game 
late in the third, stumbling in from two 
yards out while failing to convert the extra 
point.

York’s most opportune moment for a 
comeback came on the following drive, 
beginning on the Oshawa 39-yard line 
after a long return. 

After a face masking call put the Lions 
on the Oshawa nine for the opening play 

of  the final quarter, the desperate Lions 
failed to convert on a third-down pass to 
the end zone.

Earning possession back deep in their 
own end, the Hawkeyes moved the chains 
all the way down the field for another 
converted touchdown for a final score of  
28 – 9.

The clock ran out on the Lions’ season 
when an interception in the Hawkeyes’ 
end zone led to a touchback in the final 
few minutes.

Oshawa moves on to face the 
undefeated Scarborough Thunder in the 
varsity semifinals.

The Junior Varsity Lions narrowly 
missed the postseason by just two points, 
finishing with a 5-3-0 record. They closed 
off  their season on a strong note with a 
42 – 0 win over the Brampton Bulldogs 
in late July.

The Bantams closed out their season 
on July 21 with a 6 – 0 win over the 
Etobicoke Eagles, ending their season at 
3-5-0.

Jays eliminated from North Dufferin playoff contention
By Jake Courtepatte

A perennial contender in the North 
Dufferin Baseball League will be sitting 
out of  this year’s postseason.

The Aurora Jays fell just short of  a 
playoff  position in the 2018 AA season, 
bowing out just a few points shy of  the 
eighth and final spot.

With the losses piling up in July, the 
Jays entered Thursday’s contest with the 
Orangeville Giants at Lambert Willson 

Park with losses in five of  their last 
seven, sliding down the NDBL ladder.

Ian Milne went the distance on the 
mound, giving up just ten hits and five 
runs through all seven innings of  work, 
though it was a sixth inning double that 
drove in the winning run for Orangeville 
in a 5 – 4 loss.

Aaron Giroux, Ted Beadle, Stephan 
Vallee, and Brad Crosby all crossed the 
plate for the Jays.

Facing the perennial powerhouse 

New Lowell Knights for the first time 
this season on Saturday, Crosby and the 
Jays surprised last year’s runners-up by 
handing them only their fourth loss of  
the season, a 9 – 5 score thanks to an 
explosive second inning.

Veteran Daniel Lehmkuhl returned 
to the lineup for the first time this 
season, cashing in a run on four 
at-bats, while Ian Rettie’s monster 
three-run home run capped off  a 
seven-run second.

Rettie, who added a solo late in the 
game, was also returning on a one-
game stint, two years removed from a 
league MVP title with the Jays.

Crosby picked up his second win 
of  the year as the starter, giving up 
eight hits and two walks through all 
seven innings.

Monday’s rematch with New 
Lowell on the road was forfeited by 
the Jays.

A rebuilding season for the Aurora 

club, their record of  8-15-2 falls quite 
short of  their 21-6-2 record in 2017, 
a team manager Rob Wilson said is 
“one of  the best (we’ve) ever fielded.”

Losing a number of  starters to 
higher-tier advantages, including 
Lehmkuhl to the Newmarket Hawks 
of  the AAA Greater Toronto Baseball 
League, proved costly for this year’s 
crop of  less-experienced Jays.

The Ivy Leafs finish the season 
as the regular season champions, 
allowing just one loss over their 26-
game schedule, followed by the 21-4-
1 New Lowell Knights.

Last year’s Strother Cup 
champions, the Bolton Brewers, head 
to the playoffs with a 19-4-3 record 
good for third position.

Playoff  schedules will be released 
following a league meeting after press 
time on Wednesday.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.ndbl.ca.

Brad Crosby throws out a pitch in the Aurora Jays’ 9 - 5 win over the New Lowell Knights 
at Lambert Willson Park on Saturday.                                 Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

Lions fall to Oshawa
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the doors opened on May 1 to file his 
nomination papers in the Mayor’s Race. 
A first-time Councillor, he was elected 
in 2014.

After the nomination period closed, 
The Auroran reached out to each 
Mayoral candidate to look at the state 
of  the race so far.

“I would like to commend the many 
residents who have put their names 
forward for Council consideration and 
the countless others volunteering on 
campaigns,” said Mr. Dawe, the first 
candidate to respond. “Government 
works best with public involvement, and 
the level of  public involvement is both 
refreshing and a sign that democracy is 
alive and well in Aurora. I know from 
experience how grueling an election 
campaign and a Council term can be. It 
is time sacrificed from family and many 
long hours of  work. To those who have 
taken time to get more involved, my hat 
is off  to them!”

With that said, Mr. Dawe said he 
was concerned with the “rising levels of  
nastiness and disinformation emanating 
primarily from online and social media” 
over the course of  the campaign thus far.

“This is not a new thing,” he 
continued. “It has long been said that to 
be in politics you need a thick skin! What 
is particularly distressing is the level of  
personal attacks online and the increase 
of  deliberately biased information 
masquerading as public discourse. 
We see on a daily basis how deliberate 
misinformation negatively affected the 
recent US election. While not nearly as 
calculated, it is on the rise locally as well. 
As always, I will advocate for issues-based 
civil discourse and ask the electorate to 
get involved and do your research before 
voting!”

Mr. Mrakas, the second candidate to 
respond, said this election is about “a 
choice of  leaders” and a choice between 
“positive change or more of  the same.”

“Since elected, I have worked hard to 
provide the leadership that residents and 
businesses expect; leadership that gets 
things done,” he said. “I’ve taken the time 
to listen and bring issues to the Council 
table, and found solutions to problems 
and introduced innovative possibilities. I 
have worked with members of  Council, 
residents, businesses and all  three levels 
of  government and together we got 
things done -- building a solid track 
record of  successful collaboration, 
consensus building and decisions that 
serve all members of  our community.

My focus has always been Aurora – 
the needs, the concerns, the issues of  our 
community. I believe Aurora’s future is 
bright, but a future of  positive change 
needs responsive, decisive leadership; 
leadership with fresh ideas, and has a 
passion for this Town.”

On the part of  Mr. Ballard, the third 
candidate to respond, he said Aurorans 
have the opportunity to “put Aurora 
back on a more fiscally responsible 
course, one that respects the views  

of  the public.
“It’s no secret that residents are 

growing uneasy and are truly concerned 
about the rate of  residential growth 
and excessive municipal spending,” he 
said. “I’m hearing they want a mayor 
who is committed to protect and grow 
the investment residents and business 
owners have made in this community. 
Instead of  Aurora falling behind in the 
GTA, Aurorans want to move our Town 
forward in a fiscally responsible way.

“I’m hearing that the community 
wants to have a mayor who cares, who 
doesn’t focus just on getting elected. 
They want a mayor who they can count 
on to passionately speak up and work 
relentlessly to protect and enhance their 
quality of  life, security and prosperity 
in Aurora; one who is engaged, 
knowledgeable, not afraid to work hard 
and takes a hands-on approach. Town 
Council needs a mayor who will commit 
to working with all of  council to get the 
right things done.

“My three opponents are all members 
of  the current Town council, so they all 
share some responsibility for the pressing 
problems Aurora now faces. The last 
four years have seen an obviously divided 
council where the divisiveness has led to 
wasted time and costly flip-flops, where 
decision making has been unnecessarily 
sidetracked and has, often, been mired 
in petty disagreements, personality 
conflicts and block voting. It’s time for 
leadership that leads, not divides.”

Mr Abel also weighed in on the state 
of  the race.

“Having four qualified mayoral 
candidates presents quite a challenge,” 
said Mr. Abel. “I’ll be employing a 
similar campaign strategy that netted 
top results the last two elections when I 
ran for Councillor. It will be important to 
differentiate myself  from the others, that 
under my leadership we will do a much 
better job with the taxpayers’ money. 
Changes that will improve the lives of  
the residents.”

THE COUNCIL RACE
This fall, Aurora will see Council 

reduced from the current roster of  
a Mayor and eight Councillors to a 
Mayor and just six elected members. 

Vying for these six seats are, in 
alphabetical order, Matthew Abas, Ian 
Clark, incumbent Wendy Gaertner, 
John Gallo, Rachel Gilliland, Derek 
Hammett, David Heard, James 
Hoyes, incumbent Sandra Humfryes, 
incumbent Harold Kim, Anna 
Kroeplin, Daniel Lajeunesse, Vicky 
McGrath, Adam Mobbs, incumbent 
Michael Thompson, and Denis Van 
Decker.

In joining the Council race, Ms. 
Gaertner seeks a fifth term at the table, 
while Ms. Humfryes and Mr. Thompson 
are looing for a third mandate. Mr. 
Kim, first elected in 2014, seeks a 
second term.

Mr. Gallo, who ran for Mayor in 
2014, seeks his second term on Council. 
He was previously appointed to the 

table by the 2006-2010 Council early 
in the term following a resignation, and 
he served until the end of  the term. He 
was elected to the 2010-2014 Council. 

Mr. Clark, Mr. Heard, and Mr. Hoyes 
all ran in the 2014 Council race.

In the running for the position of  
York Region District School Board 
trustee are incumbent Peter Adams-
Luchowsky, former councillor Bob 
McRoberts and Ken Turriff. 

Elizabeth Crowe seeks a further 
mandate as York Catholic District 
School Board trustee in a race that 
includes Paul de Roos and Laura 
Ronco. 

Kathleen Beal and Maxime Papillon 
seek to represent this area on the Conseil 
scolarire catholique MonAvenir, the 
French Catholic Board which includes 
ESC Renaissance at Bathurst Street 
and Bloomington Road.

Race takes shape in 2018 Municipal Election campaign
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One diamond would have been 
“putting a band-aid on  
a broken leg”: baseball club

By Brock Weir

Over the last few years, the Aurora King 
Baseball Association has been turning players 
away due to the sheer demand on diamond 
space in Aurora and King, according to 
Association president Jamie Cole. 

Now, relief  is coming in the form of  two 
baseball diamonds set to be built on Aurora’s 
Hallmark Lands.

Mr. Cole was on hand to reiterate his 
position at last week’s Council meeting that 
two diamonds on the land on Industrial 
Parkway South at Vandorf  Sideroad was 
the only solution, and that anything less than 
two would be like “putting a band-aid on a 
broken leg.”

Local baseball groups – softball, slo-
pitch, and baseball proper – have maxed 
out the existing diamonds, he said. Aurora, 
he continued, has more rectangular fields 
than ball diamonds than either Richmond 
Hill or Newmarket, and claimed that 
Aurora has “the worst rectangular field to 
diamond ratio” compared to surrounding 
communities, or nearly four to one, over two 
to one elsewhere.

“The desire for baseball in this community 
is high,” said Mr. Cole, speaking on behalf  
of  the Association (AKBA), the Aurora 
Diggers, and other baseball groups in the 
area. “All diamond users are turning groups 
away. Just this week, we had a meeting with 
25 potential coaches who are pleading with 
us to increase the number of  competitive 
teams, something we would love to be able 
to do, but struggle to. All diamond users 
have done everything they can to maximize 
what is available, including renting private 
diamonds, some of  which are outside of  
Town.

“Recently we learned that repurposing 
the fields at Machell Park and Fleury Park 
is far too expensive an option. We know that 
building parks on the Oak Ridges Moraine 
would not allow for building bathrooms 
or other facilities required for hosting 
tournaments. There are no diamonds at 
the school boards that we can share. The 
Hallmark lands make so much sense for two 
diamonds. They can be built with the right 
amenities. These diamonds could be used 
by baseball, softball and slo-pitch, and free 
up time on existing diamonds as well. They 
would be used every day of  the week, could 
be used for both games and practice times.”

In asking Council to reconsider its previous 
decision for one baseball diamond and one 
rectangular field on Hallmark, Mr. Cole said 
two diamonds would lay the foundation of  a 
facility that will become a “hub” of  baseball 
activity for “years to come.”

“The Hallmark lands, at this time, really 
are our best option,” he said.

The position of  the AKBA was backed 
by Sport Aurora, who drove home the 
“importance of  a single sport solution on 
Hallmark” and the positive impact such a 
move would have on sport tourism in this 
community. 

Javed Kahn, Director of  Community 
Relations for Sport Aurora, told Council that 
data presented to them has shown baseball 
has a greater need for space over soccer.

“If  the data is truly in question, Sport 
Aurora, along with its members, commit to 
providing verified metrics to assist Council 
in coming to a just and confident decision,” 
said Mr. Kahn, who said since Sport Aurora 
last delegated to Council, it has been 
determined by the Town’s Parks, Recreation 
& Culture Advisory Committee (PRAC) that 
repurposing the fields at Machell and Fleury 
Parks from rectangular fields to baseball 
diamonds would be costly, requiring trees to 
be removed and hills to be excavated.

“There are no other options for 
diamonds,” he continued. “We have also 
delegated on other community partners 
that can provide full-sized rectangular fields 
oriented in the ideal north-south direction 
at a fraction of  the cost. I will therefore 
respectfully ask again that Council re-
examine its options in light of  the new data, 
that a reconsideration be put forward and 
a motion to move forward with two ball 
diamonds on Hallmark, as was originally 
proposed and recommended. This motion 
provides much-needed ball diamonds, 
services multiple user groups, and is fiscally 
responsible, doesn’t impact other capital 
projects, supports sports tourism, and has 
the potential to generate income for our 
Aurora businesses.”

But soccer had its moment at the podium 
too. 

Martin Ambrose of  the Aurora Soccer 
Club underscored soccer as a continued 
draw not only in Aurora but around the 
world, emphasising the recent success of  
the World Cup in Russia, which brought 
an estimated 1.2 million attendees and 
generated 220,000 and a $30 billion bump 
in GDP.

“The World Cup is coming to North 
America in 2026. Canada, US and 
Mexico are hosting a 48 team roster,” said 
Mr. Ambrose. “It would certainly be a 
shame if  Aurora was not in a position to 
take advantage of  some of  the economic 
tourism surrounding this. In 1996 when 
the US hosted the world cup, the German 
national team set up their base camp in 
Alliston where they took advantage of  the 
Nottawasaga fields.”

Like Councillors Tom Mrakas and 
Sandra Humfryes, Mr. Ambrose too 
questioned information going against the 
proposed multipurpose field coming to 
Council at a late stage in the game.

“As one of  the primary representative 
sporting bodies in this community, why 
does it appear that irrespective of  the June 
12 one and one decision that this is now 
being suppressed by a manoeuvre?” he 
asked. “Even if  Council decided favourably 
of  a one and one option, we continue to 
make ourselves available for dialogue with 
Council, staff, and our fellow recreational 
users. This is a very large capital project. 
They are clearly divided on the best course 
for the community and this topic has 
divided…this community. We do request 
again that Council direct staff  to include at 
least one grass soccer field, with floodlights 
and the project design and approval, in 
addition to our continued request that 
soccer be provided its own representation 
at PRAC.”
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From page 1

Each sports group made their respective 
passionate pitches to Council, but Council 
decided to go down the middle of  the road.

This approach, however, hit a 
speedbump last week when a report from 
Sarah Tienkamp, Aurora’s Manager of  
Parks and Fleet, said a multipurpose sports 
field would not fit on the land in the ideal 
direction if  coupled with a diamond.

Instead, staff  recommended the 
multipurpose field idea be scrapped and 
replaced with a natural turf  soccer field, 
which could be oriented in the ideal north-
south direction, a direction intended to 
keep the setting sun out of  players’ eyes 
and thus extend playing hours.

Staff ’s report raised many eyebrows 
around the table at the previous week’s 
General Committee meeting, and this 
continued last Tuesday, with some Council 
members stating this information coming 
so late in the game was “circumventing” 
their direction.

“I have problems procedurally with how 
this has come back to us,” said Councillor 
Tom Mrakas. “I think this has been a way 
to circumvent the process and the decision 
made by the majority of  Council. I am 
disappointed. I guess we will have to deal 
with this as we move forward in election 
season.”

These sentiments were echoed by 
Councillor Sandra Humfryes, who added: 
“I am very disappointed with the report in 
general and how the information came to 
us in between reports. I wouldn’t want to say 
this publicly…but I am very disappointed. 
This is not the quality of  work I want to see 
in the future.”

Councillor Harold Kim was on the 
same page, noting when Council voted 
to “compromise” on the Hallmark lands 
with one field and one diamond, what they 
described as a “one and one” solution, 
that this decision was based on a certain 
set of  information. Since that time, other 
pieces of  the puzzle have come into play, 
including an extra $1.2 million needed to 
make a multipurpose field a reality.

While baseball ultimately won the day, 
soccer was not without its supporters.

Before the final resolution was reached, 
Councillor Paul Pirri put forward a 
motion that would have accepted staff ’s 
recommendation for one baseball diamond 
and one natural turf  soccer pitch.

“I think we have debated this ad 
nauseum over the last month and a half  or 
so,” said Councillor Pirri.

But, this ongoing debate was fine for 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner.

“I think this is so very important to both 
the soccer groups and baseball, so if  we 
have to speak about it on and on I think 
that is the right thing to do,” she said.

When his motion failed, Councillor 
Pirri put two diamonds on the table.

“It would have been my preference for 
us to move forward with one and one…
[but rather than nothing getting built] I will 
be in favour of  this,” he said. 

OPTIONS STILL AVAILABLE FOR 
MULTIPURPOSE FIELDS

Although Council voted 5 – 3 on two 
baseball diamonds for the Hallmark lands 
(Councillor John Abel, an opponent of  
using the Hallmark Lands, previously 
designated as employment lands for any 
other purpose, was not at the meeting), 
their decision was influenced, in part, by 
assurances from Mayor Geoff  Dawe and 
staff  that there would be opportunities 
down the road to address the needs of  local 
soccer clubs and other sports teams that 
would benefit from a multipurpose field.

Among these opportunities, said 
Mayor Dawe, Provincially-held land on 
Bloomington Road near Cardinal Carter 
Catholic High School. 

Mayor Dawe told Council he and 
the Town have discussed the lands with 
Aurora’s two MPPs, Christine Elliott and 
Michael Parsa, and there have been “some 
indications there is a possibility of  moving 
forward sooner rather than later on that.”

Should that come to fruition, he said 
those lands would accommodate between 
three and five multipurpose fields.

This was reiterated by Robin 
McDougall, Director of  Community 
Services.

“We know that the lands for Magna are 
coming off  our repertoire and we have to 

look at our future plan,” she said. “Looking 
at that long range accommodations 
and trying to accommodate soccer in a 
multipurpose facility that has multiple 
fields is an ideal scenario and Bloomington 
would serve as that opportunity.”

This was music to the ears of  Councillor 

Harold Kim, who said the decision to 
move forward with two baseball diamonds 
did not mean that soccer would be left out 
of  the mix. 

“No one likes to wait, but there’s 
something to be said in good things come to 
those who do,” he said. “We’re only taking 

about another year. Baseball has been 
waiting a long time [for space], they have 
been suffering in terms of  enrolment,” he 
said. “I think we made the right choice. It is 
unfortunate in terms of  how it progressed, 
but I think Council made the right choice 
in the end.”

Councillors not happy with how field information came forward
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

Save more than money!

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK!!
Come in and check us out!

17255 Yonge Street 
Newmarket 

(the large green building across from 
York Regional Headquarters 

& the clock tower)

289-803-3044

OUR PURPOSE IS SERVING 
TO PLACE THE 

LIVING WORD OF GOD 
WORLDWIDE 

IN JOINT MINISTRY WITH 
THE BIBLE LEAGUE OF CANADA. 

-ask about our many 
volunteer opportunities

Like Me

NEWMARKET

We are in need 
of volunteers in these. 

DEPARTMENTS: 
BOOKS/MEDIA/TOYS

CLOTHING/LINEN
HOUSEWARES/ART & FRAMES

ELECTRONICS/RECEIVING
FURNITURE/CASH

If you would like to help us, 
please come in or call the store 
manager Dave at 289-803-3044

Auto + Home
Combine and save.

Call us today. 
(905) 727-6333    l    15342 Yonge St, Aurora    l    www.RichardGong.com

Richard Gong, Agent

Help send kids Back to School in style with  
Women’s Centre of York Region

By Brock Weir

Back to School has always been a 
special time for Payton Chapley.

The start of  a fresh grade is like a 
fresh slate, almost like “New Year’s”, 
she says. 

Okay, while some kids might not 
feel the same excitement as she does, 
the summer student at the Women’s 
Centre of  York Region (WCYR), is 
looking to spread that excitement as 
far as possible with fresh backpacks 
and school supplies for over 80 local 
students from low income families.

But they need your help to achieve 
this goal. 

The WCYR, after their Backpack 
program lost Regional funding this 
year, has set a $2,000 crowd funding 
goal to ensure that these kids are not 
left behind when they hit the books 
this September. 

“A lot of  Back to School stress 
isn’t put on the child, it is put on 
the parent,” Ms. Chapley explains. 
“With everything being, ‘Look at all 
the new things I have this year,’ some 
kids are going to school with a torn 
up backpack, two pencils and that’s 
it. That can be really tough for the 
kids showing up and not feeling as 
prepared as everybody else, feeling 
less than. That is also a great stress 
for the parents to watch their kids 
go through that and know that they 
couldn’t do more.

“To me, it is really important, 
especially now, to take that financial 
stress off  parents and know their kids 
are going to go to school, they are 
going to get their education, and they 
are going to be excited and proud to 
go to school on that first day.”

From WCYR’s perspective, it gives 
students and parents the tools they 
need to be ready to learn. 

“For us, it is about creating dignity 
for families and really empowering 
women to be able to provide their 
children with a level of  dignity and 
be able to move forward on that 
equality plane to keep up in school,” 
adds WCYR Executive Director 
Catherine Curtis. “Our clients are 
primarily low and moderate-income 
women, so we’re trying to remove 
some of  the barriers that create 
that stress. Back to School time is 
expensive between clothes, school 
registration fees, and all those other 
things that ramp back up. If  we can 
alleviate some of  that stress for mom, 
that makes a huge difference and has 
a ripple effect.”

In addition to the financial 
donations, which can be made online 
at gofundme.com/WCYRBackpacks, 
material donations are also being 
accepted in the form of  erasers, 
pencil sharpeners, highlighters, packs 
of  paper, binders, and glue sticks. 

“We try to do things somewhat by 
age range, so the older kids might 
need a scientific calculator to be 
able to participate in their math 
class,” says Ms. Curtis. “The goal 
in past years would be to provide a 
water bottle as well so the kids have 
something to take with them, a lunch 
kit potentially. In some cases, we’ve 
been able to include a gift card to 
places like Walmart so mom could 
go out and get supplies on that list 
that comes home from school or get 
healthy snacks so kids are equipped 
to learn.”

As much as Ms. Chapley sees Back 
to School as a “whole new start” for 
students, the WCYR is in the midst 
of  a fresh new start as well.

They are moving this week from 
their long-time location on Harry 
Walker Parkway in Newmarket to 
new digs at Yonge Street and Mulock 
Drive.

As their lease expired, they realised 
they now have more space than they 
currently need.

The WCYR took on more space a 
few years ago for a social enterprise 

program that ultimately did not get 
off  the ground “for a multitude of  
reasons,” says Ms. Curtis, and a lot 
of  their current space was being 
underutilized.

“It just seemed like it was time 
for a fresh start and, from a budget 
perspective, we really needed to 
tighten things up and reduce our 
administrative expenses from an 
overhead cost with the building 
itself,” says Ms. Curtis. “We have 
been able to reduce our rent and 
related expenses by about half, 
which is significant considering the 
competitive market we’re in with 
non-profits in the Region. And it is a 
fresh start for the Centre.”

It will also, in the end, be 
convenient for women who come to 
the WCYR for whatever reason as 
the new location is easily accessible 
by both YRT and VIVA, and is 
in the same building as similar 
organizations like the York Region 
Centre for Community Safety, and is 
just across the street from Belinda’s 
Place women’s shelter.

“From a client perspective, it is 
easier to access and they can access 
multiple services in one visit,” says 
Ms. Curtis. “We’re all about change, 
so it is time for a change.”

Helping with the transition is being 
one of  the 20 community partners in 
this year’s Magna Hoedown.

Being part of  this event, says 
Ms. Curtis, helps the organization 
“from many perspective” not just in 
raising “significant funding” for their 
programs, but also raising the profile 
of  the work they do.

The WCYR’s share of  the Hoedown 
proceeds will go to individual and 
transitional counselling programs.

“This is helping women in two 
different ways: individual counselling 
is exactly what it sounds like, with 
self-esteem, depression, stress and 
cultural adjustment, and all those 
services are provided free,” says Ms. 
Curtis. “Our transitional counselling 
program is helping women leave 
abuse, dealing with things like a 
safety plan, housing applications to 
make sure they’ve got safe housing.

“We are a very diverse Region and 
we are really reaching all points.”

 
For more information on the Women’s 

Centre of  York Region, including programs 
and how to help them directly through the 
sale of  Hoedown event and raffle tickets, 
visit www.wcyr.ca. 

Catherine Curtis and Payton Chapley of the Women’s Centre of York Region are hoping to get 
80 fully-stocked backpacks into the hands of kids in need this Back to School season.

 Auroran photo by Brock Weir

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service
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Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST

905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CPA, CGA CPA,CGA,LPA

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

3 201817

OPENS  
AUGUST 17

Info Line: 416.263.3330

To learn more about  our  Specia l  T icket

DISCOUNTS & OFFERS TheEx.com
visit 

All Events FREE with Admission!†

-

2 2Indoor Lantern Festival

Legends of the Silk Road

Thematic Composite

Daily
Enercare 
Centre,
Hall D 

 †Does not include rides, food or games. 
Indoor Lantern Festival is co-produced by: DDM Entertainment and Events Inc. All programs subject to change.

CROSSWORD

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8
Aurora’s Concerts in the Park Summer Series 

continues tonight with the hometown favourite Borealis 
Big Band. This Aurora based jazz band performs a 
wide variety of  styles including swing, smooth Latin/
Cuban and fusion. Don’t miss this evening of  high energy 
entertainment. Concerts are free, food vendors will be on 
site. For your comfort, please bring your own portable 
chair. A food donation for the Aurora Food Pantry is 
appreciated. 7 – 9 p.m. at Town Park. Preceded from 5 – 
9 p.m. with a sampling from the Aurora Farmers’ Market.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 11
The Aurora Soccer Club hosts an annual Kenny 

McDonald Charity Golf  Day in memory of  past 
members with proceeds being donated to The Southlake 
Foundation (Cancer Center) and Heart & Stroke. 12 
noon to 9 p.m. The golf  will be played at Station Creek 
Golf  Course (12.30pm shotgun start), followed by dinner, 
prizes and a silent auction at the Clubhouse starting at 5 
p.m. For more information, visit www.aurorasoccerclub.
com.

* * * *
The Rotary Club of  Richmond Hill will host their 

sixth annual Craft Beer Tasting Festival to raise funds for 
charities supported by Rotary. The event will take place 
at the Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts. 
Entry ticket prices are $20. But if  you buy in advance, 
five beer tickets are included in the price. Ten local craft 
brewers will be available. For more information, visit 
rotarybeertasting.com.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15
Aurora’s Concerts in the Park Summer Series 

continues tonight with Jared Lutes. Jared Lutes is an 
International award winning songwriter from Atlantic 
Canada, with roots in Country, Folk and Rock & Roll. This 
incredible evening of  music is not to be missed. Concerts 
are free, food vendors will be on site. For your comfort, 
please bring your own portable chair. A food donation for 
the Aurora Food Pantry is appreciated. 7 – 9 p.m. at Town 
Park. Preceded from 5 – 9 p.m. with a sampling from the 
Aurora Farmers’ Market.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 16
Come out to Ada Johnson Park (60 Hartwell Way) 

tonight for Aurora’s Movies in the Park, featuring Wonder 
Woman on the big screen. Arrive early to enjoy some 
action-packed activities starting at 7.30pm. The movie 
will begin at dusk. Movies are free, a food donation for 

the Aurora Food Pantry is appreciated. For your seating 
comfort, please bring your own lawn chairs. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 19
Windfall Ecology Centre (93A Industrial Parkway 

South) hosts the Power Off  and Play Festival today from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., a special one-day festival. There will be rock 
climbing, face painting, geocaching, nature play, a whole 
host of  new sports to try such as zumba, dance, karate, 
baseball, football, gymnastics and much, much more. 
There will also be a wide range of  health and wellness 
vendors to check out and lots of  freebies. Refreshments 
will be available on the day with lots of  healthy options. 
It is a jam packed schedule so make sure to check our 
website in a few weeks’ time for our full timetable at www.
windfallcentre.ca/festival. Expect to have a lot of  sweaty 
fun, good food and many laughs. 

* * * * 
Newmarket-Aurora MP Kyle Peterson will host 

his annual Summer Barbecue today from 1 – 3 p.m. at 
Newmarket’s Fairy Lake Park. For more information, visit 
liberal.ca/en/event/75831/newmarket-aurora-summer-
bbq.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22
Aurora’s Concerts in the Park Summer Series continues 

tonight with Fleetwood Nicks and Practically Petty. Enjoy 
the greatest hits of  Fleetwood Mac, Tom Petty and Stevie 
Nicks. This tribute concert is outstanding and a night to be 
savoured. Concerts are free, food vendors will be on site. 
For your comfort, please bring your own portable chair. A 
food donation for the Aurora Food Pantry is appreciated. 
7 – 9 p.m. at Town Park. Preceded from 5 – 9 p.m. with a 
sampling from the Aurora Farmers’ Market.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 23
Canadian Blood Services will host a Blood Donor 

Clinic today at the Aurora Legion (105 Industrial 
Parkway North) from 2.30 – 7.30 p.m. Summer donors 
are needed to help hospital patients! Please schedule your 
appointment to #GiveLife now. For more information, 
call 1-888-236-6283.

* * * * 
Come out to Town Park (49 Wells Street) tonight for 

Aurora’s Movies in the Park, featuring The Incredibles on 
the big screen. Arrive early to enjoy some action-packed 
activities starting at 7:30pm. The movie will begin at dusk. 
Movies are free, a food donation for the Aurora Food 
Pantry is appreciated. For your seating comfort, please 
bring your own lawn chairs. 



THE AURORAN, Thursday, August 2, 2018THE AURORAN, Thursday, August 2, 2018Page  18             Page 19

Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

AIRPORT LIMO

DENTURE CLINICCLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CONTRACTOR

DECKS

ELECTRICAL 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

HOME CARE

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

HEATING /AIR CONDITIONING

This could be 
your spot
Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102 NOT EVERYONE

needs your services all the time, 
but if you want to be there when they do... 

Advertise in Aurora’s 
At Your Service Directory
905-727-3300 Ext. 102

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Proudly serving York Region

rhinorestorations@gmail.com

We specialize in Insurance claims
• Concrete Work • Waterproofing

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Window Repair/Replacement
• Doors • Demolition • Garbage Clean Up
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

SERVING KING CITY & SURROUNDING AREAS INCLUDING GTA
905-773-7466 Toll Free 1-855-525-3271

Call today for your FREE quote!

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

HR Denture 
Clinic

Book Your

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Seniors Discount
Today

P R O V I D I N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E N T U R E  S E R V I C E S  I N  A U R O R A

• Full & Partial Dentures 
• Repairs, Relines & Cleaning 
   While You Wait
• Implant Support Dentures 
• Soft Liners for Sensitive Gums 
• All Insurance Plans Accepted905•841•6000

NO DENTIST 
REFERRAL NEEDED

OPEN 
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
LABORATORY ON PREMISE

www.hrdenture.ca  | 14834 Yonge St., Aurora (Yonge & Brookland across from LCBO)

Personalized 
Cosmetic 
Dentures

YOU WILL DIE 
Who Are You Protecting?

Protect what you value most.

LYNETTE LATINSKY 
Senior Financial Advisor   |   lynette.fi nance@rogers.com

Cell: (416) 417-3224  

Life • Critical Illness • Long Term Care • Disability 
Mortgage • Medical • Dental • Group Insurance

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
REFRIGERATION • PROCESS COOLING • AMMONIA

151 Applewood Cres., Unit 17
Concord, Ontario
L4K 4E3

Tel: 416-410-3450
thermalconcepts@rogers.com

ThermalConcepts.ca

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

PAINTING

BARN PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

MOVING

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS

Smart Led Lighting Technology 
ECRA/ESA  #7010869

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

sales@nexstarlighting.com 905.727.2001

WE SELL & DELIVER  FIREWOOD

Cynthia, 
To this latest proof, the client says:

HI Zach 

I would like the line to Go at 
the VERY BOTTOM

Maybe if not enough space 
make the pictures a bit shorter..

This one Right now can’t even 
be read..

Thanks
Pearl

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.comRe-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

1.844.732.7575
1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com
Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

 

   Commercial Cleaning                            

Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 

Residential Cleaning 

10% OFF All Services 

Pressure Washing                     

Get in Touch For A Free Estimate 
uhsfloorcare.com 

info@uhsfloorcare.com 

(647) 969-3991 
 



THE AURORAN, Thursday, August 2, 2018THE AURORAN, Thursday, August 2, 2018Page  18             Page 19

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

IF IT DOESN’T 
SPARKLE, 
IT’S NOT 
SPARLING’S!

905-727-0309
sparlingsservices@rogers.com |  www.SparlingsCleaningServices.ca

14 Wellington St. E. 
Unit #6, Aurora, 
On L4G 1H5 

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET
HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

TAR AND CHIP YOUR SPOT

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS WATER
SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt,  
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical alternative 

to asphalt paving with a rustic 
country appearance, that also 

provides a solid surface and is 
a solution to ruts washout and 

potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

SPA

This could be 
your spot
Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

SERVICES

Barber or Stylist wanted 
for full time position 
905-727-6212, ask for Alfred
In Aurora Shopping Centre Plaza (next to No Frills)

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

Ultrasonically! 
LPs and 45s,get rid of 

the deepest contaminants,
give less-expensive records a

chance, details: 
spin2live@yahoo.com

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

Please send your resume 
and cover letter to:
Laurie Mueller 
Executive.director@sportaurora.ca

SOCIAL MEDIA 
SPECIALIST REQUIRED

The Social Media Specialist for Sport Aurora and Activate 
Aurora will work to build viewer engagement and interest, website 
traffi c, and event attendance by strategically exploiting social media 
platforms.

You will have a solid understanding of how each social 
media channel works, and how to optimize content so that it 
is engaging on those channels. You are responsible for joining 
relevant conversations on behalf of our brand and encouraging our 
audience to get involved. Go to www.sportaurora.ca for complete 
job description.

Immediate Openings Caledon area

• Maintenance Manager... Electrical, 
Plumbing, Plant equipment,  
Forklifts.. $60K

• Certified Forklift, Reach, Walkie 
Operators, Experienced  
Picker-Packers

• Warehouse Manager  
(New Location)

• Senior Buyer (Steel exp. req’d) 
$70K

• Office Manager (Construction Exp. 
a must)

• Licensed Millwright, Fitter/Welder
• Industrial Machine Assembler
• Commercial Sign manufacturers 
and installers

• Counter Sales Person.......... 
Plumbing Distributer, Full Time

• “G” Class Driver with clean  
abstract and experience in a  
warehouse...$16.00 / hr Full Time

• Wood Processing Plant machine 
Operators.. Weekend Shift (Fri., 
Sat., Sun.) 12 hour shifts  
( pays 40 hours)

• Warehouse Coordinator, ERP, 
Inventory, Kitting......... Day shift, 
Salary TBD

• Structural Designer, Commercial 
Signage experience a must

• Construction Yard workers, Days 
and Afternoons, Heavy Outside 
work

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted
• Accommodations for job applicants with 

disabilities are available on request for your 
recruitment process.

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Phone

866-274-7231 Toll Free
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