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Josie Kearney, a Grade 12 student at Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School, was named Aurora’s 2018 Citizen of the Year on Monday night by Mayor
Geoff Dawe. Kearney, who was recognized for her contributions to mentorship, assisting families in need, and working tirelessly for health-related
causes, was recognized at the annual Community Recognition Awards. For more, see pages 22 and 23.
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Josie Kearney named 2018
Citizen of the Year
By Brock Weir

Josie Kearney has been named
Aurora’s 2018 Citizen of the Year
The Grade 12 student at Dr. G.W.
Williams Secondary School received
Aurora’s highest honour at Monday
night’s
Community
Recognition
Awards ceremony held at Town Hall.
Ms. Kearney, who is the youngest
person to receive the award since its
inception nearly 50 years ago, was

recognized for her tireless work not only
within the Williams community, but in
the world around her.
“Her list of accomplishments is truly
inspiring,” said Mayor Geoff Dawe
who did the honours, recognizing the
honouree for her “kindness, positive
spirit and commitment to make a
difference.”
A leading Peer Mentor within her
school, Ms. Kearney was lauded for
the difference she makes in the lives of
her fellow students as soon as they walk

through their Dunning Avenue doors.
“As a mentor to her peers, she
helps ensure that Grade 9 students
successfully transition to high school,”
said Mayor Dawe. “She encourages
fellow members of the Peer Mentoring
group to think carefully about the
impact they will have locally and
globally. She consistently goes above
and beyond with everything she does.”
One such initiative is a pre-Christmas
social she hosted at her home for
Continued on page 23
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Ontario Votes 2018: Ford begins
last full week of campaign in
Newmarket-Aurora
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By Brock Weir

PC leader Doug Ford began the week with a roundtable in NewmarketAurora to introduce his all-stars on Monday. He’s pictured above at the
event with Newmarket-Aurora PC candidate Christine Elliott.
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Progressive Conservative leader Doug Ford kicked off the last
full week of the Provincial election campaign in NewmarketAurora on Monday with a round-table for his “all-star”
candidates.
The roundtable included a number of PC candidates from
across the party, including Newmarket-Aurora candidate
Christine Elliott and Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill
candidate Michael Parsa.
Ford’s visit to the Voyager Place hotel came on the heels of a
busy week locally with no less than three all-candidates’ debates.
Coverage of this week’s Provincial Election activities begin
on Page 11.
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Kids will learn to be themselves at inaugural
Drag Queen Storytime
I saw that as something I hadn’t seen in
some drag communities, but over the
last 10 years there have been more drag
queens shifting into these positive and
caring personas, which is really cool.”
The first Drag Queen Storytime Ms.
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Beattie put together with Eva Lasting
was packed, she says. The reception was
so enthusiastic they had to book a second
hour just to accommodate the numbers.
“The kids were so excited,” recalls
Continued on page 27

Laceby Real Estate Brokerage

Tara McCarthy
Sales Representative

(Main) Eva Lasting is pictured in the children’s area at the Aurora Public Library last week
ahead of this Saturday’s Drag Queen Storytime. Inset: Children’s Librarian Polly Ross-Tyrrell
and YRDSB teacher Allison Beattie

By Brock Weir

Whether or you want to dye your hair
a different colour, wear funky shoes, or
just stand out a little bit from the crowd,
sometimes you hesitate being who you
truly feel you are.
This Saturday, young patrons of the
Aurora Public Library will learn just
how fun it can be to be yourself, at their
first ever Drag Queen Storytime.
Drag Queen Storytime, which will
take place in the Magna Room June 2
from 10.30 – 11.30 a.m., is billed as a
“magical storytime experience” hosted
by Eva Lasting.
Kids will be invited to get involved in
stories they love, and stories that will help
kids “learn that it is great to be who you
are.” Kids will be able to become part of
the story, wear some silly costumes, and
much more.
The idea for the Aurora Public Library
(APL) to host Drag Queen Storytime
was a suggestion received during an “In
Conversation” event with the community
last year focused on issues facing the
LGBTQ2+ community in Aurora and,
more broadly, York Region.
“I felt there was more need for events
like this in York Region,” says Allison
Beattie, a teacher with the York Region
District School Board, who made the
initial suggestion after attending a similar
event in Toronto. “I was representing
Rainbow Umbrella, a peer organization
support group for LGBTQ youth in York
Region, and I voiced my idea – and Eva
was so kind as to agree to do it.”
The suggestion also caught the
attention of Polly Ross-Tyrrell, the APL’s
Children’s Librarian, who also attended
the community forum.
“I said, ‘Yes, please! Find me a
Drag Queen!’” says Ms. Ross-Tyrrell
with a laugh, of the family-friendly
phenomenon which has taken root in
the United States. “From the first minute
San Francisco did it, I thought, ‘Maybe?
Could we?’ to my manager and, lo and
behold, we eventually could.”
Once they got the green light, it was

down to business between Ms. RossTyrrell, Ms. Beatty and Eva Lasting.
They threw around story suggestions,
including books within and outside the
APL catalogue, costume suggestions
and, indeed, the message of the event.
One story which particularly caught
Eva’s attention was J.J. Austrian’s story
Worm Loves Worm.
“I am really excited about that one,”
she says. “For me, that story is for
every single child, every single person,
because it is just being able to do what
makes you happy. Through these easy
to access characters to children – they
are little insects and they are all having
discussions of who wears what – it is
so innocuous, and it is so easily applied
to anything in life, whether or not you
want to dye your hair a different colour,
whether or not you want to wear funky
shoes, or whatever it is. It is this idea
of children to open themselves up to
wanting to do something, even if they
haven’t seen other people do that, or if it
is not normal.”
Eva Lasting has her origins in a
challenge.
She has always loved performing,
always singing, dancing and being in
plays in high school, but rarely cracking
through the chorus. Moving to Toronto
was a game changer as she made friends
with a number of Drag performers.
“Many of my friends said, ‘Don’t do
this. This isn’t for you,’” says Eva on first
floating the idea of jumping into the
world of Drag. “I was like, ‘Oh, yeah? I’ll
s how you!’ It started as a challenge and
I think, for me, there are so many aspects
of it, that you can continue to grow
and expand. I feel this is a never-ending
challenge. I feel like I am supposed to say
[my Drag persona is different from my
day to day life] but I think in my dayto-day I don’t really care as much about
my image. A lot of my clothes are from
Value Village, and I don’t do that to try
and be trendy! It is a fun outlet to be
really focused on my image. I focus my
drag character on being very positive
and confident, but really kind and caring.

905-833-0033
www.taramccarthyrealestate.com
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Machell’s Corners

Reader calls for
proportional
representation, nonhereditary head of state
(Re: Brock’s Banter, May 17)

Having read Brock Weir’s lament
about missing big moments in royal
history, I propose we switch places.
I vividly recall one-dollar bills
and pocket change with the image of
King George VI, and I remember
watching Queen Elizabeth II’s
coronation the next day, after the film
had been flown from England for
broadcast on CBC-TV.
I’d trade those experiences gladly
for the gift of being “reborn” about 40
years later and thus adding four decades
to my life expectancy. The downside for
Brock, however, might be that longer
exposure could lead to losing personal
interest in the melodramatics of the
world’s most famous dysfunctional
family.
I’m no strident republican. I
understand the value of constitutional
monarchy more than Stephen Harper,
who bullied a timid, inexperienced
Governor-General into inappropriately
proroguing parliament in 2008-2009 to
save his career after it became obvious
that he’d lost the confidence of the
House.
In better hands, the Crown and
Parliament are useful and, unlike the
American system, would have rid us
of “Prime Minister” Bill Clinton at the
drop of a pant leg, and would hardly
have allowed “Prime Minister” Trump
to assume office at all; however, Mr.
Weir’s sentimental attachment to the
Saxe-Cobourg-Gotha clan is lost on me.
Only
when
we
finally
adopt proportional representation
and an elected, non-hereditary head of
state will I weep genuine tears of joy.
Howard A. Doughty
Oak Ridges

A younger perspective
on the election
The then First Lady of the United
States Michelle Obama said during an
election speech in 2016, “When they
go low, we go high.”
At the time I thought this was a
good quote about the state of the
American electoral system. They were
about to elect Donald Trump as their
next President. He is a man with little
political experience, but is known
the world over for his climb up the
corporate and real estate ladder at any
expense. He is known to be a bully, to
all who do not meet his standards for
gender, status, and influence.
Unfortunately, many Americans did
not see the light until it was too late.
Many believed it wouldn’t happen.
They believed Donald Trump, as
President, was a joke. Possibly as
an anti-Hillary vote, the Americans
ended up with Donald Trump as their
President. As upset as I was about this,
at least there was the consolation that
this was Canada, and we as Canadians
were above the political views and
actions of division, segregation, and
hatred.
I whole-heartedly believed this
until Doug Ford was nominated as
the leader of the Ontario Progressive
Conservative Party. Once again, I
got that sick feeling in the pit of my
stomach, that same feeling I had the
night Donald Trump was elected
President of the United States.
Ontario, please make no mistake
about it: I believe Doug Ford is the
Continued on page 25
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Critical care for “critical thought”
It’s not a new concept.
From the dawn of our school system,
educators have been looking for ways to
drive home a very simple concept: that
we need to think to get ahead.
In days of yore, it is a concept that
only went so far. After all, if you were
given too free a rein to think for yourself,
you might step over some sort of invisible
line and begin to re-think or, horror of
horrors, question established principles.
Deviating from what was considered
“the norm” was considered, well, deviant
behaviour, even if “the norm” at that
time was saturated in outright prejudice,
sexism and racism – or, at the very least,
still running on lingering fumes left over
from the “isms” once they began to get
eradicated from our system.
Thankfully, we now live in an era
where these “norms” not as valued as
they once were and exploration of truth,
and all that comes with it, is very much
celebrated and encouraged.
We – and particularly younger people
– are nudged to question, forge their
own path, and lay the foundations of
charting uncharted territory. It has
led, in my view, to a generation that is
stronger than ever, looking at the world
with a new kind of social consciousness,
and re-energized to bring about the
change we want to see in the world.
As positive as all this sounds, however,
there are also drawbacks.
In addition to being relatively “free
range” when it comes to finding our own
answers there are today more avenues
than ever before to seek them out.
We have newspapers, radio, and
television, the big three media that have
informed generations of Canadians. But
needless to say – but, what the hell, I’ll
do so anyway – there is standard ole’
internet, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,
YouTube, and myriad other means to
become informed.
For better or worse.
Looking back over my time as a youth,
things seem so quaint by comparison.
Last week, while attending an allcandidates’ debate in Newmarket – well,
it was billed as an all-candidates’ meeting,
but only two candidates bothered to
show up and answer questions – I had
a flashback to Grade 8, sitting in our
school library, waiting for the boom to
fall.
It was April 1. Yes, you can probably
figure out where this is going.
The day before, we were informed by
our teacher that we would essentially be
the guinea pigs for a new standardized
test the Harris government was thinking

BROCK’S
BANTER
Brock Weir

about rolling out in the school year
ahead.
We all rolled our eyes and pointed out
the following day was April Fool’s Day
and we weren’t buying it, but the teacher
insisted that was just how the chips fell
and it was not an April Fool’s prank.
We bought it. We shouldn’t have.
The next day we were in the Library,
we got our research question, and we all
made a dash to our bank of World Book
encyclopedias to suss out the information
we needed – all before the teacher, 30
minutes later, announced what we
believed to be true the day before, that it
was indeed an April Fool’s Joke.
The instance that inspired this
flashback was an all-candidates meeting
hosted by KAIROS, an ecumenical
group founded by 10 churches and
religious organizations with a doublebarrelled mandate to advocate for
ecological justice and human rights.
At this particular meeting, NewmarketAurora candidates Chris Ballard
(Liberal) and Melissa Williams (NDP)
were fielding the questions.
They were the standard fare questions
from audience members who seemed,
from my perspective, to generally skew
to the left of centre. But, then a question
from left field came out into the open.
“This is a low-profile issue,” said Doug,
the man holding the microphone, “but I
think it is critical: that is, critical thinking.
It seems to me that in every walk of life,
too low a percentage of the population
applies critical thinking. Is it true what
I’ve read or seen? How would I know
whether it is true? Is the story complete?
My question is: is there a way to bring
critical thinking into certain secondary
schools, but even elementary schools?
[I’m not talking about a] separate
program, but pervading everything so
that in every class it is inherent: here
are things that are said – What’s true or
not? How do you know it?”
It is a question both candidates
handled with very thoughtful responses.
“People are concerned that we’re
waiting too late to be able to introduce
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our children to ways of critical
thinking,” said Ms. Williams, noting a
concern that by the time kids reach high
school ideas are already “engrained” in
them.
Added Mr. Ballard: “I have seen
some really good examples of teachers
who are incorporating critical thinking
into elementary school and secondary
school… Maybe I am a little more
optimistic. I always get worried that
people stick to one news source, or they
stick to [social media] as their source of
news.”
In my view, however, kids are getting
a bit of a bad rap.
Older folks might be concerned
that the youth of today might be
experiencing a deficit of critical thinking
skills, but I think this is a problem that
is being experienced across the broad
spectrum of ages.
One only has to look as far as the
ongoing Provincial election to see prime
examples of this.
Parties are courting voters 18+ and,
in many cases, it seems that minds are
generally made up.
Despite the NDP surge late last week,
a surge which is still going at the time
of this writing, but a day is a long time
in this particular political atmosphere,
it seems that people, whoever they
are leaning towards are voting against
something rather than for something.
Many people are looking to throw
their vote to the PCs or NDP simply as
a vote against Liberal leader Kathleen
Wynne and barely scratching the
surface of a platform.
Others are looking to the PC party
because they don’t like Kathleen
Wynne and the idea of throwing their
vote behind an orange wave gives them
palpitations as they recall the party’s
negatives from a quarter-century ago,
platform be damned.
Still more are supporting the PC
party because their slogans, buzzwords
and pitches over what they are not
rather than what they are, are seemingly
easier for some voters to digest –
lack of a comprehensive platform, a
platform outside of campaign trail
announcements, be damned.
This is a critical election, all parties
agree, but critical thinking seems to be
a distant memory.
With one week before the polls open,
will critical thinking kick back in once
again with voters casting their ballot
for some something rather than against
something?
Let’s hope so.
EDITORIAL POLICY
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The Aurora Museum
& Archives
is celebrating

Don’ts, If You Do
Last week in this space, my colleague
Stephen Somerville provided a number
of excellent suggestions for those first
timers wishing to enter the race this Fall
for municipal council.
Reading them over, they all seemed
to be things that one should do to help
get elected. While important, they were
missing some key elements, specifically,
what NOT to do.
For example, if you plan to run for
council, don’t wait until the absolute
last minute to submit your nomination
papers.    Nothing says “I can’t make a
timely decision about my own life, let
alone on your behalf on some expensive
and important piece of Town business”,
than being the last one to sign up,
especially when you’ve had many years
to decide.
Perhaps even worse, it might also
suggest that you tend to dangerously
flirt with missing important deadlines,
which is generally not something the
general public looks for in a politician..
Another potential ‘don’t’; please
don’t promise things you can’t deliver.
“I’ll reduce taxes” is a good example.
No one in authority in Aurora has ever
reduced taxes, at least, not in living
memory. Keeping increases in single
digit percentage territory is the usual
benchmark for council success.  

don’ts to consider there, as well.

INSIDE
AURORA
Scott Johnston

Don’t
stretch
on
your
accomplishments. Unless you haven’t
achieved much since then, we don’t
need to read that you came fourth in
your high school spelling bee, no matter
how proud of it you may be.
For achievements, it’s better to follow
the “B.R. Rule”; be recent and be
relevant.

rolling from the electorate than votes.
In fact, you’d probably get more votes
As for visual identify, don’t use a
for honesty with the slogan “I promise
photo
more than a few years old, or
to raise your taxes”. That’s one any
Aurora politician would be guaranteed one that has been subject to several
hours of intense photoshopping. You
to be able to keep.
don’t want people in the audience at
Another don’t is on the issues; don’t the next debate referring to the picture
base your campaign on an issue that will in your pamphlet and asking the folks
not resonate with the average Aurora sitting beside them why you sent your
voter. Yonge Street and development grandfather to represent you as you
downtown will pique the interest of make your appearance on stage.
most Aurorans. A platform whose
If you participate in an all-candidates’
main plank is a debate over raising the
height of the stop sign on Cliff Road debate during the election campaign,
at Deerglen Terrace by two centimetres it’s likely you won’t be the first one to
respond. In that case, when they get to
likely will not.
you, don’t point at a fellow candidate
It’s important to be involved and and say “I agree with him”, or “he said
know what’s going on in the community, what I was going to say”, and then sit
but don’t over-extend yourself attending down.
meetings, going door to door, and
And finally, perhaps the most
participating in similar activities while
important
‘don’t’ of all, although sadly,
on the campaign trail. You’ll know
you’ve gone too far if your kids quietly a bit out of your control; with only 6
ask each other you who you are on the councillor positions available this time
rare times that you’re home during the around, when the votes are counted,
don’t come seventh.   
election period.

Promises suggesting costs will go
down under your watchful gaze are
Stephen spoke about the importance
more likely to generate extensive eye of good literature, and there are a few

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com

Opening day was a gorgeous day!
What a gorgeous day it was on
Saturday for our Grand Opening
of the Aurora Farmers’ Market and
Artisan Fair.
We enjoyed a hot, sunny day which
helped to bring out many people to
enjoy the entertainment and extras we
provided for our first Special Event of
the season.
We were treated to music provided by
the Therapy Seekers as well as a huge
Tiramisu cake, samplers of Mimosas
and several great prizes.
Other than the band, these treats
were all coordinated and provided by
our wonderful Council Liaison, Sandra
Humfreys. In addition, there were
several local dignitaries who attended
and brought their congratulations and
best wishes for a great market season.
Our grateful thanks go to Mayor
Dawe, Deputy Mayor Abel, MPP
Chris Ballard, Councillor Gaertner,
Councillor Kim, Councillor Mrakas
and, of course, Councillor Humfreys.
We would like to thank the Town of
Aurora for their support of our move
into the Town Park and the advertising
they undertook on our behalf. It has
been a pleasure to work with them and
they will have a presence at the Market
this season.
As the growing season progresses,
the farmers have more produce to bring
to market. On Saturday, there was
rhubarb and asparagus in abundance
and the first lettuce was also available.
Of course, you can still find potatoes,
carrots, parsnips, mushrooms and
some beets. From now on, there will be

MARKET
MUSINGS
Jan Freedman

newly ripened produce arriving weekly
on the farmers’ tables, just in time
to complement your favourite BBQ
meals.
Now, I’d like you to meet the Israeli
couple behind our new bakery, Café
Louise Bakeshop.
As a young couple, Irit and Ilan
shared a love of travelling and seeing
the world. Even as young parents,
they didn’t allow anything to deter
them from pursuing this passion. So,
when their second daughter was just 8
months old, they went to Switzerland
with both girls.
Although some thought it was a
crazy idea at the time, for the Freeds
it was simply another wonderful
adventure. On that trip with the
beautiful mountains and scenery,
they experienced the joy of watching
their two daughters communicate and
interact for the first time. Over time they
travelled with their three daughters to
many places and wonderful memories
were formed, still discussed at family
dinners today.
The family especially loved Europe
where they were captivated by the
relaxed culture, beautiful narrow
streets, art and history and especially the

aromas and flavours they encountered.
The inspiration for their family business
came to them in Paris at a local café
named “Louise”. They were charmed
by the warm atmosphere, sense of
community, and the delicious baked
goods and wanted to share these same
qualities with their customers at their
BakeHouse with their products.
Then, about 12 years ago, the family
embarked on yet another of their crazy
adventures which saw them moving to
Canada to begin a new life.
They settled in, learned the language
(without losing their wonderful Israeli
accent), worked for a few years before
deciding it was time for the next
chapter.
They combined their two main loves
and opened a café bakery. Café Louise
Bakehouse opened on Langstaff Road
in Concord with the goal of bringing
unique flavours and a European
experience to customers.
They accomplish this by placing a
high value on the choice and quality
of their products. Their vision is to
develop delicious flavours while using
only natural, fresh ingredients.
There are no preservatives or
shortcuts used in the development of
their high quality products. They bring
a selection of their artisan sourdough
breads (whole wheat, multigrain. Rustic
white and olive are examples) as well
as delicious sweet and savoury pastries
and larger Danish cakes called babkas.
Stop by to sample their amazing baked
goods.
See you at the Market!

TIME
TRAVELLERS
DIARY
Shawna White

Mother
Nature’s Fury
All of the wild weather that we have
been witnessing over the past few weeks
has us at the Museum reminiscing about
other occasions when Mother Nature
has unleashed her fury within Aurora’s
boundaries. The damage caused by the
freak windstorm that collapsed the soccer
dome, brought to mind the cyclone
(tornado) that tore through Aurora 125
years ago, almost to the day. On May 23,
1893 the storm ripped through the centre
of town taking the steeple off the United
(formerly Methodist) Church and causing
tremendous property damage. James
Reynolds was seriously injured when his
horse and rig were thrown across Yonge
Street. The cyclone would continue to
move eastward lifting the steeple off St.
Andrews Presbyterian Church before
dissipating.
In August of 1946, it was a severe
thunderstorm, and the resulting
floodwaters, that raised the alarm. The
event was recorded as “the worst-flood
in the history of the town” (Aurora
Banner, August 8, 1946), which is an
apt description as both the tannery
creek and cousin’s creek were turned
into rushing rivers. At one point, Yonge
Street was covered in two feet of water
while the storm caused multiple trees to
be uprooted and blown to the ground.
One residence on Wells Street was struck
by lightning and the force was so strong
that it propelled bricks from the chimney
to the ground. Interestingly, it seems
the storm only had Aurora in its sights
as neither Newmarket to the north, or
Richmond Hill to the South, had a drop
of rainfall.
Flooding again was a major concern
when Hurricane Hazel made her way
up the Atlantic coast in October of 1954.
Most of the devastation took place in areas
that directly surround the Holland Marsh
but Aurora was by no means immune.
The neighborhood near Gurnett and
Connaught Street saw major flooding and
a number of residents narrowly escaped
with their lives. The most dramatic
story involved Howard Pattenden and
his daughter Shirley who were driving
through that intersection after a barricade
had washed away. Without any warning,
the car went straight into the deep water
causing the motor to stall. The force of the
water was so strong that the door would
not open. Fortunately, Mr. Pattenden was
able to roll down the window and both he
and Shirley escaped the car and quickly
climbed onto its roof where they were
eventually rescued.
Some of these stories are being brought
to life through an interactive app that we
will be launching at the Aurora Chamber
Street Sale on Sunday, June 3rd. On this
Spot Aurora is a new way to experience
history by making history engaging,
educational, and accessible to anyone
with a mobile device. On This Spot takes
people on guided walking tours through
the history that surrounds them and uses
then-and-now photos to ignite people’s
curiosity. Users are also able to create
their own custom then-and-now photos
and upload them to their favorite social
media platform. Come visit us at Booth
139 to begin your own exploration.

THIS WEEK’S
POLL
Who do you believe won
Sunday night’s Leaders debate?
Doug Ford • Andrea Horwath • Kathleen Wynne

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
Previous poll results
Are you more or less likely to vote NDP today than you were
at the start of the election campaign?

MAY 22, 2018

On Donut Day we are celebrating an old
Auroran bakery, Scanlon Bakery, opened by
Richard Scanlon in 1886. Scanlon Bakery was
very well-known and cottage-goers travelling
on Yonge Street would stop at the bakery
and try their delicious offerings. This bread
bag (84.24.12) was used for the bakery’s fine
breads. The bakery also offered pies, tarts,
pastries, cakes and fabulous tiered wedding
cakes. Scanlon Bakery had a delivery fleet
complete with a horse-drawn carriage to
better serve their customers and several
branches, including some in Toronto.
In 1931, the Toronto Daily Star
(January 21) wrote,
“Advising you to become a devotee
to Scanlon dainties.”

RESULTS
TO DATE

Donut Day (June 1)

AMore B

Less

46% 59%36%

Same

18%
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Businesses and party-goers
gearing up for Sunday’s
Aurora Street Festival
By Brock Weir

COMMUNITY

RECOGNITION
AWARDS
Thank you to our generous sponsors,
attendees and outstanding group of
award recipients for making the
2018 Town of Aurora
Community Recognition Awards
a star-studded evening.

Congratulations to the following award winners:
Paul G. Anderson
Aurora’s Eco Festival Committee
Tyler Barker
Gord Barnes
Nicole Basso
Mike Bender
Irene Clement
John Clement
Shirley Cook
FoxGlove Design Inc.
Karen Fullbrook
Ross Haagsma
Rob Johnson
Josie Kearney
Robert Kennedy
Bonnie Kraft
Keith Saunders
Trevor Stephens
Lois Thompson
Brian Walsh
Congratulations to
Josie Kearney
2018 Citizen of the Year
Thank you to our generous sponsors:

I love watching the families

Local businesses are loading up and
getting ready to take over Yonge Street
this Sunday for the Annual Aurora
Chamber Street Festival and tens of
thousands of people are expected to
descend on the main street for a day
of good shopping, great food, and fun
entertainment.
All of this gets underway at 11
a.m. until 5 p.m., with over 500
vendors stretching down Yonge from
Wellington Street in the north to
Murray Drive in the south, featuring
everything from antiques, to clothes,
to books, and to household gadgets
you never knew you couldn’t live
without.
“It’s less than a week away, and
we’re busy planning, getting all of the
vendors their information and lots
of last minute vendors who are now
checking the weather, seeing that it is
looking great, and wanting to get into
the festival,” says Sandra Watson of
the Aurora Chamber of Commerce.
“As you can imagine, for an event of
this proportion, it does require lots
of hands and feet on deck and I have
probably got about 36 volunteers lined
up. We have got lots of our regular
volunteers who continue to come out
and help us mark the street and at this
time of year we always have lots of
students who are trying to get some
hours in. We have lots of students
who are helping as well.”
Among the many notable vendors
this year will be Van Bakel Nursery,
which will be stationed across from
the Aurora Public Library, featuring
myriad plants and vegetables available
and ready for the garden.
The Aurora Public Library itself
will be on hand with hundreds of
books at great prices.
NewMakeIt, STEM Minds and
MaxTech, the robotics team from
St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic
High School, will fill a stretch of
Yonge Street showcasing all the new
and innovative tools, products and
programs available for tech-savvy
individuals young and old.
Sports groups – including Aurora
FC, Aurora Family Martial Arts, Ducks
Swimming, the Central York Girls
Hockey club, Evolution Gymnastics,
Total Tennis and the Aurora Sports
Hall of Fame, will make Yonge and
Mosley an intersection of athletics
while, further south, Fearless MMA
will be providing demonstrations
throughout the day in front of
Graystones Restaurant.
“We’re thrilled to bring back two
live stages,” adds Ms. Watson. “One
will be at the north end of Church
Street, and that will feature Patty
McLaughlin and friends. At the south
end, at Brookland, is the Coyotes. They
are always a fan favourite band and

with young children who have
their faces painted, they have
balloons in their hands, they
have a mittful of cotton candy
and you can tell they have
really enjoyed the day
both bands are going to be performing
throughout most of the day. They will
be taking some short breaks, but they
will be on stage for most of the day,
with some nice easy-listening music.
We also have a number of buskers
that will be throughout the festival.
One of our all-time favourites is the
Fire Guy. He is doing four shows and
he does his performance at the south
end stage at Brookland. He is a fan
favourite for young and old. He really
gets the crowd going with his fire tricks
and arm scooters, wheeling around
juggling fire. He’s just awesome.
“We have lots of our Aurora
Chamber members who love to come
out to the Festival and promote their
businesses, businesses that are along
that Yonge Street corridor [have] the
perfect opportunity to be visible in
front of their store or business, even
if they are not normally open on a
Sunday. There are lots of unique
businesses that come from as far
away as Kitchener and Ottawa that
have for the last number of years.
In addition to those vendors, there
are lots of representatives from local
service clubs and sports teams that
will definitely be out there promoting
their business and activity.”
The Aurora Street Festival rolls on
rain or shine and there is no cost for
admission and parking is free. Many
vendors have prizes in store, as well as
free giveaways and, Ms. Watson adds,
no matter your taste buds, you can
purchase just about everything from
deep fried squid, to French crepes,
to corn on the cob and Caribbean
cuisine.
“I love watching the families with
young children who have their faces
painted, they have balloons in their
hands, they have a mittful of cotton
candy and you can tell they have really
enjoyed the day,” says Ms. Watson of
her favourite scenes year after year.
The Aurora Chamber Street Festival
is made possible by presenting sponsor
Villanova College, community sponsor
Meridian Credit Union, friends of the
festival Magna International and the Town
of Aurora, and entertainment sponsor
Goodlife Fitness.

IS ALL THE CARE FOR YOUR OLDER
LOVED ONE ON YOUR SHOULDERS?
How can I care for my aging loved one now –
or, in the future?
It takes so much time! …and, so much worry!
…and, so much to do! HELP!
WE CAN HELP YOU AT AN AFFORDABLE COST!

Special thanks to the
Community Recognition Awards
Advisory Committee
Councillor Tom Mrakas
Councillor Sandra Humfryes
Diane Buchanan
Steve Hinder
Tim Jones
Brian North
Jo-anne Spitzer

“I cannot say enough about LAS.I would
recommend it to anyone who needs care
for their elderly loved ones.” B.J.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Care at home and in other residential settings
Live in/out: 3-24 hours care and 24/7 care
RN supervised
Chronic disease care: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s,
Dementia, Diabetes, Cancer Care etc.
Personal care: hygiene, bathing, dressing & laundry
Meal planning and preparation
Light housekeeping; Escorting to appointments
Joyful companionship and much more

18 years of the best care for seniors

www.laservices.ca
Please contact Brian Porter, Director and Owner of Living Assistance Services (LAS),
for advice and care at home at 416.483.0070 (office)
905.758.2486 (cell) or b.porter@laservices.ca

aurora.ca • 905-727-1375

華語服務客戶經理: Helen Huang 華語：416.880.6889 or h.huang@laservices.ca
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Decision on Hallmark lands delayed until June 12
By Brock Weir

Two baseball diamonds, two soccer
fields or a combination thereof –
whichever way the wind blows on what
will be built on Aurora’s Hallmark
lands, local sports groups will have to
wait a little bit longer to find out.
Council last week deferred the
decision on whether to build two
baseball diamonds, two soccer fields, or
one of each, on the 13 acre parcel of
land at Vandorf Road and Industrial
Parkway South until the next Council
meeting after recommendations failed
on a tie-vote of 4-4.
A move to proceed with a staff
recommendation to build two diamonds
on the land split Council and it was
hoped a delay until the next meeting on
June 12 would allow Councillor Paul

Pirri, absent from the table last week, to
be the tiebreaker.
Tuesday’s discussion was a less
heated affair than the previous week’s
General Committee meeting, at which
it was suggested by Councillor John
Abel that the Hallmark lands be flipped
for a profit and the money spent to
expand sports and recreation facilities
elsewhere. Instead, the meeting largely
focused on what will be built on the
land itself.
Despite staff recommendations to
proceed with the two diamonds, which
would, they said, address a significant
shortfall in diamond time for local
baseball clubs, delegations to Council
provided alternative visions – as did
Council.
“During this process, I have talked to
many members from all organizations,
some of the executives as well, and

Advertorial

Breakthrough
Treatment
For
Sciatica
lives dramatically: Laser therapy
uses light to favor and accelerate the
body’s natural healing processes. The
innovative Multiwave Locked System
(MLS) Laser produces a safe, efficient
and simultaneous effect on pain,
inflammation and nerve conduction,
exceeding the limits of traditional
LLLT (Low power) and concerns of HP
(High power) laser therapy.
According to multiple studies MLS
laser therapy appears to be uniquely
capable of decreasing the inflammation
around the spinal cord and shows
great promise in the battle against the
devastating sequelae of this condition.

Do you experience lower back pain,
pain in the buttocks or leg that is
worse when sitting, hip pain, burning
or tingling down the leg, weakness,
numbness, or difficulty moving the leg
or foot, a constant pain on one side of
the buttocks and/or a shooting pain
that makes it difficult to stand up?
You may be suffering with a condition
known as sciatica.
Sciatica is defined as compression of
a spinal nerve root in the lower back,
often owing to degeneration of an
intervertebral disc.
Sciatica most commonly occurs
when a herniated disc, bone spur on the
spine or narrowing of the spine (spinal
stenosis) compresses part of the nerve.
This causes inflammation, pain and often
some numbness in the affected leg.
You go to the drug store or to your
doctor and get pills to help relieve your
symptoms. But you find the symptoms
keep returning.
Alternatively, the
doctor may refer you to a specialist who
may tell you that surgery is needed or is
an option for you.
However, many people are hesitant to
have surgery given its invasive nature.
It is important to know that although
surgery is sometimes necessary, it is
considered a last resort in most cases.
Also, you may have heard that there
are serious health risks associated with
chronic use (or overuse) of medications
that include damage to the liver, kidneys
and gut.
There is a new, natural, safe and
highly effective approach that has
helped many sufferers improve their

Heritage Group Ltd.
BROKERAGE

What does this mean for you?
Many of our patients have reported
a 90-95% relief of their symptoms,
more mobility, increased sensation and
vastly improved function!
It is the very latest in medical
technology, with years of clinical
studies supporting its safety and
efficacy and we are very proud to offer
our patients effective solutions to their
recent or chronic conditions.
“This new, natural, safe and
highly effective approach has helped
many sufferers improve their lives
dramatically”.
Come in and allow us to help you
achieve the results you deserve! Call (905)
773-2225 to book your FREE consultation
and examination at King West Wellness
Centre 141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond
Hill (In the Home Hardware Plaza)

®

they have put forward some compelling
arguments and some compelling cases
for what they believe is in the best
interests not only of their organization,
but the community as a whole,” said
Councillor Tom Mrakas, kicking off the
evening’s discussion, before turning his
attention to Aurora’s most recent Parks
& Recreation Master Plan, which calls
for one additional baseball diamond.
“We put enough time, effort and
resources, tax dollars, into creating
that document and, to me, there isn’t a
compelling enough argument to deviate
from that vision this Town, the residents,
have created. To me, when I look at
these lands, I see it as it should be one
baseball diamond and one [multiuse]
rectangular field…because I think we
need to maximize the usage we can get
out of it.”
A similar view was shared by
Councillor Jeff Thom, who said focus
should be on building like-facilities –
three baseball diamonds, three soccer
fields, etc. – closer together to allow
tournament play.
This was, however, not a viewpoint
shared by the vast majority of Council.
Throughout the debate, other options
were considered, including building a
second baseball diamond in parks near
the Aurora Community Centre. This,
however, would mean the loss of a wellused soccer field already on site, staff
cautioned.
Another option put on the table was
going with a “one and one” option on
the Hallmark lands pursuing facility
partnerships with the York Catholic
District School Board on fields at
Cardinal Carter, as well as continuing
to pressure the Province to build sports
facilities on vacant land on Bloomington
Road.
But these are options very much down
the road, argued some Councillors,
and there is no certainty with either of
these options. Some even saw a “one
and one” as a compromise – one that
compromises the needs of local sports

groups.
“We have talked about the
Bloomington lands since 2011,” said
Councillor Michael Thompson. “As
much as we have advocated for those
lands, they are still held up by the
Province, but I believe that sooner rather
than later we will have an opportunity
to acquire them. The vision has always
been a complex there with multisport
fields, sort of a Centre of Excellence,
and I believe that is the vision of Council
[and staff]. I don’t necessarily want to
compromise on the Hallmark lands
because I see an opportunity to find an
optimal solution for soccer, baseball and
other sports.”
For Councillor John Abel, who was in
the hot seat the previous week over this
issue, more information was needed to
make sure the Town exercises the best
option. An inventory of land is needed,
he said, to outline all land opportunities,
including opportunities to build fields
on floodplain areas.
Staff, however, stated that building
on the Moraine and in floodplain areas
need to be cleared by the Province, and
they are still awaiting traction from
Queen’s Park on that front.
“There are great positive ideas of
considering that as an option and
considering where the potential is for all
the fields,” said Councillor Abel. “We
could get input from all our groups and
we might be able to understand better
what we have and how we will go about
and strategize. We should move back on
the recommendation and get a full detail
of all these matters. There are lands
available. We don’t want to talk about
it. We’re in a rush to make a decision
and we have to make the best decision
going forward. I would like to evaluate
all those and I think a good steering
committee with a strategy is exactly
what we need for long-term vision. I
can’t support two ball diamonds there. I
am not opposed to using the Hallmark
lands, but I would like to be able to
Continued on page 21

AFFORDABLE INSURANCE
IS A PHONE CALL AWAY

1-833-394-7768
Our
help with your insurance needs including:
Our licensed insurance advisors help with your insurance needs including:

MORTGAGE, CRITICAL ILLNESS & MEDICAL BENEFITS
MORTGAGE,
CRITICAL
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& MEDICAL
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NO MEDICAL
AND FINAL
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INSURANCE
**PROVEN TO HAVE THE BEST RATES AVAILABLE IN ONTARIO
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OUR TEAM INSURING THE GTA
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DENNISTON

JOEY DIMERMAN, LYNETTE LATINSKY,
NIRAV SHAHUKAR

TEAM

Denniston Advantage
Come to the York Region Buyer Class
Everything you ever wanted to know about buying a home,
in a simple, easy-to-understand class setting.
NEXT CLASS: Tuesday, June 5th @ 7:00 p.m.
LOCATION: 17035 Yonge Street, Newmarket, ON L3Y 5Y1
SIGN UP AT http://www.micheledennistonteam.com/buyer_class
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Council rejects Abel’s call for Armoury business case
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his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would
drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to
Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors.
He came home to Canada for Hockley.

By Brock Weir

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

A case stating the economic benefits of
converting the historic Aurora Armoury
into a campus of Niagara College’s
Canadian Food & Wine Institute has one
again been rejected by Council.
1162
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Council members
voted 6 – 2 to reject
renewed calls from Councillor John
Abel for an economic impact analysis
of Aurora’s deal with Niagara College
which, he said, should show the public the
economic offshoots such a deal will bring
to the Town.
“I think it is important coming out of
18 months of closed session [that] the
public should be aware of the social and
Andrew Kohnen
Brewmaster
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economic benefits,” Councillor Abel told
the rest of Council, taking aim at Aurora
going it alone with out additional partners,
including funding from the Province. “I
think it is important that if we’re going
to say post-secondary has economic and
social benefits, that we understand what
5/25/171:191:19
5/25/17
PMPM
they are.”
“We’re not in a position to sink millions
and millions into post-secondary unless
we have the Province,” he continued.
“The Province requires an investment
strategy and it has to do an economic
analysis before you can apply for them to
consider. If you don’t have that, it is not
a business model they are even interested
in looking at. If we’re going to…take

Dr. Fahimay Naqvi, Mayor Dawe & Dr. Amy Hothi
The Aurora Family Dentistry Office is pleased to announce the great success of their
grand opening which was held on May 26. Dr. Amy Hothi and Dr. Fahimay Naqvi
were proud to launch their fifth office opening with the ribbon cutting festivities
alongside the Mayor of Aurora Geoffrey Dawe. Located at 15955 Bayview Ave.,
Unit 2 - visit www.aurorafamilydentistry.ca.
Photo by Ken Turriff

this route and make this investment, we
should understand what those impact
benefits are that we talk about. Primarily,
the spin-off economic [benefits] are the
activities associated with the students.
“We have to understand that if there
are benefits, the long-runs are with
income tax from people who graduate
and graduates from culinary wouldn’t be
able to afford to stay in Aurora. We won’t
see those economic impacts and that is
why it is important we bring this forward
so our citizens understand what kind of
investment we’re making.”
Most Council members, however, said
the information is already out there –
including Councillor Harold Kim who
said while an Economic Impact Analysis
is “useful in many cases” he was unsure
he wanted to “put in staff time…because
these types of impact analysis reports are
already out there.” Citing examples of
how a post-secondary presence has acted
as a “boost” for other communities, he
said he felt the same would come from the
Canadian Food & Wine Institute (CFWI).
“I don’t see how a culinary institute
would be that much different,” he said.
“I am fine with the Institute locating here
with the positive impacts I see.”
Councillor Michael Thompson shared
the viewpoint that the information has
been brought home time and again.
Councillor Thompson said he and
Councillor Abel were both on Aurora’s
post-secondary working group which first
focused on bringing a “Fab Lab” to the
old Library building, now demolished, on
Victoria Street, and then re-focused again
on trying to attract York University’s new
campus to both Aurora and Newmarket.
“Over that time, staff have always
come to us and talked about the
economic benefits and the community
benefits of attracting a post-secondary
institution,” said Councillor Thompson,
asking CAO Doug Nadorozny whether
municipal staff did their “due diligence”
on examining the economic impacts of
the CFWI deal.
“We assumed the non-spreadsheet
benefits of having the institution in
this community were of [interest] to
Council and the community,” responded
the CAO. “It was on that basis that we
started off with an economic level. That
work was done on a more general level on
post-secondary education and its value to
the communities. From that point on, our
negotiations with Niagara College, as this
Council is aware, was based on the actual
American model that we saw appropriate
level of investment for the return that we
get over the full term of the lease that
spoke more to the dollar costs and not
subject the Town to excessive amounts
of subsidy to get that post-secondary
institution here in the community.”
Mayor Geoff Dawe, on the other
hand, the only Council member to vote
in favour of Councillor Abel’s motion,
said the responsibility for due diligence
falls on Council.
“Does our Council feel that due
diligence occurred? I would say yes,”
said Mayor Dawe, supporting Councillor

Thompson’s view that if any analysis
were to occur, it should be carried out by
a third party, rather than have municipal
staff turn it around in 28 days as originally
suggested in the motion. “I think we have
looked at it very carefully over the last six
or seven years.”
Councillor Jeff Thom was also of the
view that “every single Councillor” did
their due diligence on the Armoury – and
that includes looking at the economic
benefits. He agreed, however, with
suggestions made earlier in the evening
that a report carried out by a third party
would provide a good “baseline” to
measure these impacts.
“We made our individual decisions
based on what we thought was the best
interests of the Town, the community
and included in that was the economic
impact,” said Councillor Thom. “As
has been stated, if we want to track this
project over the term of the lease in order
to look at how we can improve on the
lease moving forward…as this progresses,
I think that is something worth looking
into and certainly will take longer than
two meeting cycles to complete.
“Councillor Abel has just outlined
why – and he voted against the project –
reiterated why he voted against it and, in
my opinion, this is not an attempt to get
the Economic Impacts, but to further drag
out the process so that… he has another
opportunity to talk about why he is against
the project. We have moved forward with
this and I certainly believe it is in the
economic interests of the Town and will
have benefits for our Town. Certainly I
am in totally in favour of tracking that
progress, but I don’t think that is the
intent of this motion. I think the intent
of this motion is for Councillor Abel to,
quite frankly, continue to grandstand on
this issue.”
This accusation of “grandstanding”
promoted a Question of Personal
Privilege from Councillor Abel objecting
to the term, a complaint upheld by
Mayor Dawe. Nevertheless, Councillor
Abel persisted with his argument.
“We talk about what these benefits
are, but nobody can specifically say what
they are. We should have had this,” he
said. “What we’re doing is we’re adding
1,400 square feet to the Armoury and
we haven’t even seen what we’re going to
net. It looks like we’re going to net 3,000
square feet. In my mind, we’re not gaining
anything socially, we’re losing on a great,
valuable space. I think what would be fair
to the public is knowing exactly what we
have done. The only way to do it is with
a third party.
“These are very common and they
are used to convince policy makers and
they are used to convince the public on
why you would make such an investment.
I think it would only be fair since we
didn’t have a steering committee and we
didn’t have an investment strategy and we
didn’t partner with the province, which is
a mandatory, and we don’t know what
their program development is, we should
at least let the public know what we have
done and this is a very easy tool to use.”

GET INTO A CHEVROLET.
EXPLORE. DREAM. DISCOVER.

15%
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VISIT WWW.HIGHLANDGM.COM FOR COMPLETE DETAILS.

15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus • 905-727-9444 • www.highlandgm.com
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Get a virtual tour of new Aurora United Church
at Sunday’s Street Fest
people to come to see what did you do with
those memories? How were they translated
in a more modern setting? We did want a
more modern setting, we wanted something
contemporary, something that people
would note as they were driving up and
down Yonge Street. They wanted a place
they could be proud of as a congregation
and ensure we have lots of space.”
This is a view reiterated by Bill Newman,
Chair of the Congregational Council.
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The front of the church might be
modern-style glass and brick, but just
inside the door, suspended seemingly in
midair will be five stained glass windows,
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Bob Yaciuk
me” ~ “When
we~ were able to tell the
congregation the windows survived, it
was a powerful moment,” recalls Lorraine
Newton-Comar, who leads AUC with
Andy Comar. “We just couldn’t believe
those windows surivived. They weren’t
pretty, but they will be renewed and
suspended from the entrance way. That,
I think, for folks coming back, will be just
wonderful.
Just beyond this reminder of the past will
be an open sanctuary space, with flexible
seating that will lend the space to many
different uses – including community uses
– and balcony seating.
“We feel like we’re on the other side of
being able to imagine what it would be
like to just open the doors and say, ‘Come
on in!’” says Lorraine. “We already have
rent our
Something
Better
shovels, so we’re anxious to get going.
The video is essentially a view all the way
around the project. You come in the front
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It’s for the 6 out of 10 people who
have simply given up on voting !
I believe the reason so few people vote is because they know they
are all the same and consequently ...all to blame!
I ask that you have the courage to try “Something Diﬀerent Something Better”. Seriously, what have you got to lose?

Take 1 hour, of 1 day, out of the last four years,
and see what could really happen if only 2 or 3
out of ten people choose to upset the
status quo, by voting for the

Trillium Party.

“I promise I’ll make you so
proud you took a chance on
me” ~ Bob Yaciuk ~
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and up to the balcony. It will be wonderful.
“It is the heart of the building and I think
people have been reassured. The building
looks so contemporary and modern, but
the inside still has some reflection of the
past and that is what we’re hoping for: that
it wouldn’t be so new that people would feel
they were just out of water; there’s enough
there that they will feel home again.”
It is a home that has provided spiritual
healing to the community for 200 years.
It’s a milestone anniversary that will be
marked, but not marked in their traditional
space.
Since the April 2014 fire, planners have
been working hard to ensure a phoenix
rises from the ashes. Most recently,
archaeologists have been on site to ensure
standards are met, but this activity has
led to some confusion, according to the
Ministers.
“When the archaeological dig started,
a lot of people felt we were starting the
project, and again, it is just that there are
so many – a new learning for us that before
you get onto the land there are all these
assessments that have to be done,” says
Lorraine. “Unless you were building, you
wouldn’t know. There are some tests that
are specific to Aurora, with the soil and all
of that. The archaeological process is level
two, so once they are done, we’re done!”
And it can’t come soon enough.
From the Ministers’ perspectives, there
is excitement in the air. They have fielded
a lot of questions on just what they are
intending to do with the site.
“The building is the first touchstone
for many people and they talk about what
happened in the building, what happened
when they were growing up and those
relationships that people developed over
the years,” says Andy.
Adds Lorraine: “There is a curiosity too.
When we talk about the old sanctuary, we
talk about it as that golden space, and it
really did feel like a golden space and it was
a wonderful feeling. The appeal will be for

Aurora United Church, he says, is not
building for the present. Rather, they are
building for the future.
“The community is changing, the church
itself is changing,” says Mr. Newman. “We
want this building to be flexible enough
and forward-looking enough to suit the
future because what is going to happen in
the future, even in the way of worship and
community involvement, isn’t the same
way that has happened in the past.”

If you’re planning to vote in this Provincial
Election ... This ad is not for you *

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

By Brock Weir
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THE AURORAN ARTS & CULTURE
You’ll look sweet upon the seat of a bicycle built for…Victorians
All for the love of you.
It won’t be a stylish marriage,
I can’t afford a carriage.
But you’ll look sweet
Upon the seat
Of a bicycle built for two.

By Brock Weir
Daisy, Daisy
Give me your answer, do
I’m half crazy
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C F U W Aurora/Newmarket Presents

AN EVENING OF ART,
MUSIC & LAUGHTER
June 14, 2018
Aurora Cultural Centre
Doors Open at 6:30 p.m.
Tickets $40

Few people living today would have any
idea what Daisy’s honeymoon ride felt like,
but you could get the next best thing at this
Sunday’s Aurora Street Festival.
Hosted by the Aurora Chamber of
Commerce along Yonge Street from
Wellington Street in the north, to Murray
Drive in the south, the Festival is primarily a
pedestrian affair, but, thanks to the Aurora
Historical Society, you’ll be able to try out
some pretty sweet wheels.
Okay, you won’t actually be going
anywhere, but you’ll be able to get up close
and personal with the seat of a bicycle built
for one.
The Aurora Historical Society (AHS),
which is based at Hillary House National
Historic Site, will be wheeling out their
latest acquisition for the festivities, an
acquisition that not only fills a hole in their
vast collection, but strengthens the links of
the Hillary Family to local sporting history.
Festival-goers will be able to proverbially
kick the tires on an original Goold Ladies
Bicycle from 1896. Built in Brantford, a
hub of Canada’s cycling industry, it was
donated to the Aurora Historical Society
this Spring, complete with its original body,
frame, pedals and chain.
Says AHS curator Erika Mazanik:
“Brantford was the hot spot for bikes in the
1890s and the Good Bicycle Companies
was one of the main companies down
there.
“This is a rare condition bike to have and
part of the reasons we wanted a bike is we
know the Hillaries had one, but we didn’t
have one of our own in the collection. We
don’t know what happened to their original
bikes, but our landscaping chair John Bayer
was doing some extensive research on the
history of the landscaping of the house and
was looking at historic photos and found
this picture of this bike leaning up against
the front of the house and he got it in his
head we needed a bicycle and, sure enough,
shows up with a bicycle.”
Mr. Bayer found the bike at a show in
Brantford and thought it was the perfect fit
for the HS.
Throughout the warm months ahead,

AHS’ Erika Mazanik takes the Historical
Society’s latest acquisition out for some sun.
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

the AHS plans on displaying the heritage
bike on their porch so visitors to Hillary
House can take photos and see how cycling
was at the tail end of the Victorian Era.
“It just seems to fit in with the whole
story of the Hillary family,” says Ms.
Mazanik. “They were athletic, with the
tennis courts being on their property and
we have all their tennis equipment, all their
croquet equipment, all their lawn bowling
equipment, and equipment from all the
traditional sports of the day – and cycling
was one of them. This really fills a huge
gap.
“We’re going to try and bring it to events
and talk about it and we’re hoping to wheel
it out during the Street Festival (weather
permitting) this year and let people look at
it. This is an artefact we care deeply about
and want to preserve, but we also want it to
be seen and loved. There is no point locking
it up and having it not seen, so we want to
show it off as much as we can.”
As much as they show it off, this is a look
and touch situation, so resist the urge to hop
on to feel “at one” with Daisy. The bicycle
is not rideable.
To get a gander, however, keep your
eyes peeled for the Aurora Historical
Society’s booth at the Aurora Street Festival
on Sunday, or watch for it as it might be
wheeled past you!

Wine & Cheese
Art Sale & Silent Auction
Beer Tasting
from Newmarket’s
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Featuring Emanda Richards, Pianist
Ken Roche, Motivational Speaker,
Comedian

info & tickets sales:
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karenstrype@hotmail.com
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Voters “don’t like” with their options,
says south Aurora’s NDP candidate

Katrina Sale
Submitted photo

population, and the PCs have chosen
Doug Ford as their leader, someone
who does not necessarily represent the
Voters in Aurora-Oak Ridges- views of the average PC voter. They are
Richmond Hill are looking for options looking for another option.
beyond the Liberals and the Progressive
“[The NDP are] offering another
Conservatives, according to teacher option that invests in the people of this
Karina Sale – and that alternative is Province. An example of this is the
what she’s hoping to bring to the riding. pharmacare program that will give
Ms. Sale, the Ontario NDP candidate access to the medication people of this
in Aurora’s south riding is juggling province need.”
her campaign to be the newly-created
Describing herself as “always being
Provincial riding’s very first Member of politically aware and active,” Ms. Sale
Provincial Parliament with her full-time says her experiences as a teacher have
job as a teacher.
shown her first hand what “cuts” can do
Teaching is her first priority at the to the education system.
moment, she says, but that hasn’t kept
“I always try to teach my students
her from going door to door to bring that if they want to make a change, they
what she says is “real change” to the area. need to step up and do it,” she says.
“The main issues I am hearing is “In a way, I am teaching by example. I
they do not like the options that are have been a teacher for 17 years. I have
available on the ballot,” Ms. Sale tells been very politically active with the
The Auroran. “The Liberals have Ontario Secondary Schools Teacher
been in power for 15 years, and they Federation (OSSTF), the York Region
are no longer meeting the needs of the Labour Council and working on various

political campaigns. I have been to
Queens Park lobbying York Region
MPPs on education issues. I was the
Communications and Political Action
Representative for OSSTF District 16
for two years.”
Over the last two weeks, the Ontario
NDP have seen a surge in voter support,
which recent polls published at the end
of last week putting the party and leader
Andrea Horwath at a significant lead
ahead of Doug Ford and the PCs, leaving
Kathleen Wynne and the Liberals at a
distant third.
Ms. Sale, a curler in her spare time
who was on Team Ontario in the 2015
Scotties Tournament of Hearts, says she’s
felt a shift in interacting with AuroraOak Ridges-Richmond Hill and when
asked to pinpoint a factor, she comes
back around to the idea of change.
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“The NDP has a solid platform that
meets the needs of many Ontarians,”
she says. “Wynne and the Liberals have
proven that they are not the best party
for the province anymore and Ford and
the Conservatives do not represent their
populist and have no public platform.
Andrea is an experienced leader. She
has listened to the concerns of the
population from Lake of the Woods
to Windsor and knows what people
need out of their leadership and this
is reflected in our party’s plan.
“I have a job that I love and I have
a family that I love. I am passionate
and always stand up for things that
are unjust. I am looking forward to
being a part of a government that is
listening to the population and has
a plan to put those concerns into
action.”

By Brock Weor
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RE-ELECT

Chris BALLARD
Newmarket-Aurora

Our Community • Our Future • Vote Local
Chris has delivered for OUR COMMUNITY
on all of his major promises from 2014
• Health care funding
• Improved GO Train service
• Significant increase in Home Care funding
• Preservation and growth of local jobs tough the Jobs and Prosperity Fund and others
• Funding to a multitude of local service groups

Chris has a vision for OUR FUTURE in Newmarket-Aurora
• 15 minute, two way, electrified GO Train service
• Development of the Mulock GO Station
• Healthy Home Program to help keep seniors at home
• No deductible or co-payment for seniors drugs
• PROTECT and EXPAND the Greenbelt

VOTE LOCAL, Chris

Connect with Chris
12 St. Johns Road, Aurora,
ON L4G 0M6
289-579-9937
Office@voteballard.ca

Ballard knows our community and our issues

• Born and raised in King City
• Married to Audrey and together they’ve raised 3 kids in Aurora
• Established and maintained a local small business for over 25 years
• Worked as a journalist at the Newmarket Era and Aurora Banner
• Served on Aurora Town Council before being elected to represent us at Queen’s Park

Twitter

ADVANCED POLLS
open now until

@Ballard4MPP
Facebook

JUNE 6

Chris Ballard for MOP

Election Day is

Instagram

JUNE 7

chrisballard4mpp
Website: voteballard.ca

This ad authorized by the CFO for the Chris Ballard Campaign
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Participating in last week’s all-candidates meet and greet hosted by the Aurora Public Library were (ABOVE) Naheed Yaqubian (Liberal, Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill), Michael Parsa
(Progressive Conservative, Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill), Christine Elliott (Progressive Conservative, Newmarket-Aurora), Melissa Williams (NDP, Newmarket-Aurora), (BELOW) Bob Yaciuk
(Trillium Party, Newmarket-Aurora), and Michelle Boudreau (Green Party, Newmarket-Aurora). 							
Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Aurora’s
“southern”
Liberals and
PCs make their
pitch
at Library

By Brock Weir

It was a friendly meet and greet with
little chance to get down to the nitty-gritty
of the campaign, but local candidates
in the June 7 Provincial Election had
a chance to meet voters at the Aurora
Public Library on Tuesday night.
Open to all candidates seeking office
in Newmarket-Aurora and Aurora-Oak
Ridges-Richmond Hill, at the event,
dozens of Aurora residents were joined
by Christine Elliott (PC, Newmarket-
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Aurora), Michael Parsa (PC, AuroraOak Ridges-Richmond Hill), Melissa
Williams (NDP, Newmarket Aurora),
Bob Yaciuk (Trillium Party, NewmarketAurora), and Naheed Yaqubian (Liberal,
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill).
Newmarket-Aurora Liberal candidate
Chris Ballard was not in attendance.
While they weren’t able to spar with
each other, they were able to lay out their
– and their party’s – respective visions for
the Province.
First up was Michael Parsa.
A resident of Richmond Hill, he said
his experiences as a small business owner
in Richmond Hill spurred his political
interest.
“Some of the pressures that has
mounted on us as small business owners
got me interested in politics,” he said.
“I have been involved in politics for
quite some time, but I [decided to run]
a few years ago. I was a candidate in
the last Federal election. I ran for the
Federal Conservative party in 2015 in
the southern riding and lost by three
per cent. This election, I wanted to run
where I reside, which is in Oak Ridges,
and I wanted to run in this riding.
“Since being nominated in November
of 2016, I have done a lot of door
knocking, had a chance to meet many
of you at the doors, and I have heard a
lot of concerns, a lot of issues around
transportation. Small businesses are
unhappy that their voices are not being
heard. In Aurora, there are a lot of small
businesses and entrepreneurs. I want
to let you know that as a small business
owner, I have done my very best – and as
a small business owner, you have to make
sure you provide services for your people
or else you’re not going to be in business
very long.
“If I am lucky enough to be elected
after June 7, I promise you I will serve you
as best I can as a small business owner,
and that is to reach out to you every
single day to hear your concerns. I will
not be able to help you with everything,
but you will see I will try my very best.”
Ms. Yaqubian, on the other hand,
said her experience as in-house legal
counsel for businesses, universities and
non-profits, for management and for
employees, has fostered a “strong and

fair balance” which makes her a Liberal.
“I am a life-long resident of Oak
Ridges and I have seen it grow
immeasurably over the last 20 years,”
said Ms. Yaqubian. “I think as our Town
grows, we need more services, not less.
And we need reasonable, intelligent,
rational solutions to the challenges we
face. I don’t think the solutions to the
challenges we face are tax cuts. I think
they are having intelligent governance
to be able to address our challenges in
a head-on way. Whether it is being able
to provide pharmacare for youth and
seniors, or expanded home care for
seniors so our seniors have a chance to
receive the support they need, or whether
it is increasing funding to education in
our schools.
“I work really closely with the York
Region District School Board and our
budget is $1.44 billion, and that includes
the equity committee, on which I am
the public chair. At the York Region
District School Board level right now, we
have 2,000 students who arrive at school
homeless every single day. That is here
in Aurora, in York Region, in one of
the richest towns, in one of the richest
regions in the richest province in the
world. To me, that is unacceptable. As a
life-long resident of Oak Ridges, that is
unacceptable.
“Us Liberals, we’ve made a choice.
In this economy, we have decided to
strategically invest in services that help all
of us. To make sure all of us are benefiting
from our boom economy, because
we know that growth hasn’t reached
everybody. We’re also strategically
choosing to propose solutions that
address the problems and challenges
we face; not solutions that throw money
at the problem, not solutions that cut
money from the problem, but solutions
that structurally address the issues that
we have today. I am very much looking
forward to speaking with all of you, I
can’t wait to hear your voice, and I can’t
wait to represent your voice at Queen’s
Park.”
For more on the positions of our NewmarketAurora candidates, please see our coverage of
Thursday’s all-candidates forum, hosted by the
Newmarket Chamber of Commerce on page 14.
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Green candidate jumped into race to ensure
their voices were heard
A month ago, Michelle Boudreau
probably didn’t expect to be making
a sales pitch in front of a room full of
neighbours and politicians – let alone
be a politician herself.
Yet, that’s exactly what she’s doing in
the 2018 Provincial Election Campaign,
carrying the Green Party banner for the
riding of Newmarket-Aurora.
Ms. Boudreau addressed a crowd of
community members Tuesday night
as the Aurora Public Library hosted a
meet and greet evening for candidates
in both of Aurora’s Provincial Ridings.
“One month ago today, I had no
idea I would be standing up here in
this election,” said Ms. Boudreau, a
Newmarket resident. “I think like a lot of
people I have been feeling very confused
and conflicted about who to vote for.
I feel more and more disconnected
from the three major parties. I ended
up emailing the Green party and said,
‘Who is my candidate? I might vote for

you.’ And they were like, ‘We don’t have
anyone. Are you interested?’ I thought
about it for 24 hours and said, ‘What
the heck? Why not. You can’t complain
if you’re not willing to do something.’”
Ms. Boudreau says she was drawn
to the Green Party for its “forwardthinking innovative approach” to move
Ontario forward. Their platform,
she says, focuses on three pillars: jobs,
people and the environment.
This platform includes strategies
to increase social equality, support
small business and clean technology
companies, promote education and lifelong learning, elevate the healthcare
system and emphasize preventative
care, protecting environmental systems,
particularly in the face of climate
change, “all with a balanced budget.
“I was talking to my neighbour the
other day and I was surprised because
he said to me, ‘I wish we could send
them all (political parties) back to the
drawing board, but, unfortunately, we
cannot,’” says Ms. Boudreau. “I started
a moms group in Newmarket-Aurora

last fall and I have had the privilege of
meeting many different types of moms.
One thing I found we have in common
is we all just want to live a safe life. When
I say safe, I mean things like housing,
food, good jobs, inclusivity and equality,
health care and a safe environment. Our
world is constantly changing. Ontario
needs to build resilient communities that
can manage risks, seize opportunities
and adapt to changes.
“I don’t self-identify as a politician.
I have a science degree and have
been working as an environmental
professional for over 10 years. I have
worked for for-profit, not-for-profit,
government agency, and presently
I work for a municipality. I have
experience with research program and
project management, provincial policy

25

analysis and developing municipal
policies. I have also spent a lot of
volunteer time on community-building
projects,
through
neighbourhood
associations, environmental initiatives,
and recreational sports.
“My approach would be thoughtful
and evidence-based. I want to collect all
the information I can before making a
decision. That includes consulting with
public experts and other stakeholders.
Most importantly, if something isn’t
working, I am willing to change course.
So, I used to vote strategically for the
second best because I was worried
about throwing my vote away, as they
say, with the Green Party. But, consider
this: for every vote you cast, that party
receives provincial funding and that will
help [us grow].”
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Hydro, debt light up
By Brock Weir

Prosperity is the name of the game
for local business, and it was once again
the theme for the second businessfocused debates taken on by candidates
in the riding of Newmarket-Aurora.
Liberal candidate Chris Ballard,
Progressive Conservative candidate
Christine Elliott and NDP candidate
Melissa Williams faced off for another
round of debates on Thursday
morning as the Newmarket Chamber
of Commerce hosted their forum at
Cardinal Golf Club, addressing a mix
of questions posted by the Ontario
Chamber as well as audience members.
Addressing the audience, Ms. Williams
said like many people in attendance
that morning, she is a business owner
who appreciates the challenges faced

12 | May 2018 www.TheMonthAhead.ca

by the business community, including
rising hydro bills, employees without
dental or prescription benefits, and
the number of employees who have to
work two jobs just to make ends meet.
“This is something that has become
part of life. Like many of you, I want a
thriving economy so that our businesses
can grow and be competitive,” she says.
“Ontario deserves better. Life keeps
hitting harder, so we need to be able
to make those decisions. Conservatives
want to cut, they want to privatize. We
don’t have a plan from them yet, so we
don’t know exactly what will be cut.
Will it be nurses? Will it be teacher’s
jobs? Nobody knows.
“We want to make lives better
for
everyday
Ontarians.
The
Ontario NDP plan will address the
underfunding of services, the group
revenue and program that has faced
delivery problems which underline the
fiscal challenges that have come about
after two decades of the Liberals and
Conservatives. This is more than just
winning an election, it is about the kind
of province we want our economy, our
children, our grandchildren, the next
generation of seniors to be able to live
a successful…and secure life.”
Mr. Ballard, on the other hand,
played up his hometown credentials in
a nod at Ms. Elliott, who does not live
in the riding.
“I know a lot of you in this room,
so you know I am a local fellow, born
and raised in this area,” he said. “My
wife Audrey and I have raised three
children in this area, I ran a small
business for 25 years in this area and I
am not going to forget about this area.
As I did for the first four years, I did not
forget about Newmarket-Aurora when
I was at Queen’s Park.
“I am a local guy, I don’t need Google
Maps to find my way around this
Town. I am also an optimist and I’m
an optimist for a number of reasons. I

am an optimist when I look at how well
Ontario’s economy is doing – two per
cent growth year over year – better than
Canada, better than G7 – 822,0000
new jobs created, good paying jobs,
since the recession in 2008. There are
a lot of really good things happening
in Ontario. I am still waiting to get a
fully costed platform from Doug Ford. I
know that the Chamber’s platform calls
for all parties to put forward platforms
that are fully costed. I don’t think we’re
going to see that from the Tories because
there is just not enough time. Liberals
stand for care and opportunity. Ours is
a plan for care and opportunity. It was
produced with wide public consultation.
Our budget will help people across the
province.”
For Ms. Elliott, this election, and the
Progressive Conservatives, are about
“building strong, healthy communities
in Ontario where business plays a
central role.”
“That is important in many ways,
but it brings almost everything into the
equation,” she said. “We talk about
education, post-secondary education,
and making sure businesses are involved
with post-secondary education so they
understand what the jobs of the future
are, to make sure people can be trained
for those jobs. We’re talking about
health care. We want to make sure we
have health care there for the needs of
the community now and for 10 to 15
years in the future. We know we’re not
getting the best value out of our health
care dollar. That’s what we’re talking
about in the PC party: finding ways that
we can make our health care system
more efficient, more operational, so
we can then advance it into providing
other care we need.”
Addressing the need to get rid of red
tape and reduce regulation, lower hydro
rates, and increase productivity, she took
aim at the proposed deficits outlined in
the Liberal government’s latest budgets

through 2025.
“That is very frightening,” she
continued. We can’t do that. So,
when we talk about our own family
businesses, our family finances, we have
to have priorities. We prioritize in the
Progressive Conservative party. We will
be presenting a fully costed plan that is
going to be accurate and not $4 billion
more than has actually been stated like
the Liberals’ budget is. We will have one
that is fully accurate…for presentation
before the election.”
BALANCING THE BUDGET

Balancing the budget was a key
issue addressed by each of the three
candidates and whether or not the
Liberals have a plan to return to a
balanced budget was a question posed
directly to Mr. Ballard.
There is a plan, he argued, and that
plan is to return to balance by that 2025
deadline.
While debt has grown, he said, the
economy has grown too.
“We have had the fastest-growing
economy,” said Mr. Ballard. “We
outpaced Canada in terms of the
growth of our economy, we outpaced
the G7 in terms of the growth of our
economy and we’re doing that, in part,
because we are making the necessary
investments. We’re investing in business,
we’re investing in infrastructure,
business needs to get the job done, and
we’re going to continue to do that.
“With a growing economy, a quickly
growing economy, comes the ability to
service the debt. Under Mike Harris,
15.5 cents of every revenue dollar
went to pay interest to service the debt.
Under Kathleen Wynne, that’s down to
eight cents of every dollar. We’re going
to continue to work effectively to make
sure that we have the thriving economies,
the thriving communities that we need
so your businesses do well, so that you
can grow your businesses. We’re not
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Newmarket-Aurora debate
backing off on putting investment into
the places that business tells us we need
to put our investments and people tell us
we need to put our investments. Yes, we
have a path forward. It is in our budget
and it is laid out clearly.”
Ms. Elliott, on the other hand, said
she wasn’t seeing the “boom” what
Mr. Ballard described as a “booming
economy.” If the economy is indeed
booming, she questioned, why is there a
need to run multi-billion dollar deficits
through 2025?
“It should not be necessary; we should
not be in a deficit situation in Ontario
right now,” Ms. Elliott contended. “I
know the Federal government did put
us in deficit during the last recession,
but that was to build the economy. I
don’t see that happening here. I see
that these are just investments to get
votes in the next election and that is
not good public policy and it is not how
government should make decisions.
Whatever number you’re talking about
[with] the dollar value of the debt we’re
paying, if you tripled the debt since you
took control in 2015 and we’re paying
$12 billion in increases each and every
day just on interest on borrowed money,
that has to stop.”
Ms. Williams expressed a similar
viewpoint, but with a different solution.
The NDP, she said, would undo “years
and years” of underfunding the debt.
“Conservatives have put through
and the Liberals continue to ignore
the dismal record that was put [out] by
the Auditor General,” she said. “What
the NDP will be doing is listening to
the auditors’ recommendations and
implementing those recommendations
so we can continue to bring that down.”

she and the Progressive Conservatives
would address high electricity rates
and, in turn, boost competitiveness and
jobs.
“This is a serious concern because
we know in the last 15 years we lost
300,000 manufacturing jobs in Ontario,
particularly in areas like southwestern
Ontario, which has been particularly
hard-hit,” she said. “One of the biggest
reasons for that is the high electricity
rates and we need to take a look at
what’s going on there and understand
what the concerns are.
“One of the things that we would get
rid of is the Green Energy Act, which
has caused a huge number of problems
with the very high subsidies… I am
not talking about some of the smaller
FIT (Feed In Tariff) contracts, but the
large ones have caused big problems.
The cancellation of the gas plant for
$1 billion also adding to that. Both
individuals and businesses are seeing
their hydro rates escalate dramatically
and if you’re in manufacturing, that is
going to be one of your major costs. We
need to sit down and take a look at the
entire system, figure out what has gone
wrong.”
What has gone wrong, in the
view of Ms. Williams, is the Liberal
government’s sale of Hydro One.
“They sold off a valuable public
asset as soon as they came into power
when they were last elected. Families
across the Province have seen their
hydro bills climb up while the Hydro
One executives, of course, see lots of
[bonuses],” said Ms. Williams. “The
Conservatives started the privatization
scheme the last time they were in power
and, of course, they cannot be trusted
to protect the public interest. The NDP
HYDRO AND ELECTRICITY RATES
plan to return Hydro One into public
The rising cost of energy has been hands to reduce our bills immediately
something long-cited as a hindrance by by 30 per cent and mandatory time of
businesses and was a prime issue pressed day pricing and make permanent fixes
to the candidates.
to the system for a long-term solution.”
Moderators asked Ms. Elliott how
But Mr. Ballard argued returning

The Newmarket Chamber of Commerce’s debate was moderated by Ian Proudfoot, left,
and featured the participation of Newmarket-Aurora candidates (from left) Melissa
Williams of the NDP, Chris Ballard of the Liberal Party, and Christine Elliott of the Progressive
Conservatives.
Photo courtesy of
the Newmarket Chamber
of Commerce

Hydro One to a fully publicly-owned
entity would solve nothing to address
hydro woes.
“I would rather own 40 per cent of
a well-run organization than 100 per
cent of something that was failing,”
he insisted. “Mark my words, five
years from now, we will most likely be
making more money as a 40 per cent
shareholder of a well-run company
than 100 per cent shareholder of
something that is not that good.
Christine, you mentioned gas plants.
Really? Are we still flogging that

B

one? Go and look at the videos of
Tim Hudak standing in front of the
gas plants saying, “Don’t vote for the
Liberals, vote for me, because I will
tear down the gas plants and Andrea
Horwath was there as well.’ You guys
need to put that gas plant stuff to
bed, quite frankly. All three parties
promised to do it. We are going to
continue to work with businesses,
especially manufacturing businesses
to ensure they are as efficient as
possible and hydro costs continue to
be reduced.”

PS
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Ford, candidates target NDP, defend plan
at “all-star” rollout
Ford said coming out of that debate
Ontarians had 10 days to make a choice.
“They are going to have to make a
Progressive Conservative leader choice between the radical activists that
Doug Ford and over a dozen of his the NDP have surrounded themselves
candidates, including fellow leadership with, or a great team that we have ready
candidates Christine Elliott and Caroline to govern,” said Mr. Ford, taking aim
Mulroney, targeted the Ontario NDP at at comments made last week by NDP
a roundtable to introduce some of their leader Andrea Horwath in a Toronto
party’s “all-stars.”
Star interview that, if her party formed
Mr. Ford and his team were on government, her MPPs would receive
message as they poked holes in the cabinet training. “This is not time to
NDP’s plan, but they also presented start sending people to training school.
mixed messages on just when they We can’t have someone on-the-job
would be presenting a fully costed, training. We have to be ready to govern.
comprehensive platform of their own.
“We have all-stars across the province,
The Newmarket roundtable was some right here at this table, and there
the first public event for Mr. Ford after is a stark difference: we have experience
Sunday night’s leaders debate and Mr. from all different areas: business,
charitable organizations, police officers,
people that have experience, lawyers,
former cabinet ministers. We have a
great team and we’re ready to hit the
ground running to implement our
plan of reducing taxes and reducing
the burden on businesses across this
Province, making sure we put money
back in their pocket instead of the
government’s pockets.”
But, what is the plan? Mr. Ford
asserted the PC party would have a
“fully costed” plan, but when that might
come out was left unclear.
“We have been laying out our
plan every single day, holding press
DAMIR VRANCIC conferences every single day and we’ve
put a dollar figure beside every single
LAW OFFICE
announcement that we have,” said Mr.
BUSINESS LAW,
Ford. “The Auditor General came out
REAL ESTATE,
and basically said [the Liberals] were
WILLS & ESTATES
cooking the books, so we’re going to
have a very clear, costed platform and
905-841-6411
every single item that we do, we put a
dollar figure. Our plan is very clear:
we’re going to reduce the hydro rates
Providing valued and trusted
by 12 per cent to every single person in
legal advice since 1983
T:5.444”
Ontario. We are going to reduce the tax
By Brock Weir

Ford was joined in Newmarket-Aurora by
over a dozen candidates including (above)
Caroline Mulroney and Christine Elliott and,
inset, Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill candidate Michael Parsa.
Auroran photos
by Brock Weir

burden on middle class families by 20
per cent. People on minimum wage will
pay a zero per cent tax.”
This was a position reiterated by
former PC finance critic Vic Fideli,
himself a candidate in the riding of
Nipissing.
“We have a platform. It has been
rolled out every day, every second day,
and there is a number attached to each
and every item of it, so there are well
costed and very wonderful ideas that
the people of Ontario are hearing from
us,” he said.
Ms. Elliott added that the PC party
is being “responsible” because they
don’t know how “deep” a “financial
hole” they might inherit if they do form
government on June 7.
“We don’t even know how bad it
is going to be yet,” she said. “That is
why we have to have outside auditors

Election Day
is Coming.

COMMUNITY NOTICE

Annual Vegetation Management Program

Election Day is June 7, 2018.
Polls are open from 9:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M. ET /
8:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. CT.
To vote in this election, you must be:
• 18 years of age or older on June 7, 2018; and
• a Canadian citizen; and
• a resident of Ontario.
To find out where you vote, visit elections.on.ca,
check your Voter Information Card or call us at
1.888.668.8683 (TTY: 1.888.292.2312).

Don’t forget to bring your ID and Voter Information Card
when you go to vote.

T:10.714”

Each voting location will have magnifiers, Braille ballot
templates and other tools to help you vote.

come in to tell us how bad it really is,
but what we will do is be responsible,
we will have priorities, which the
NDP do not have. They are promising
money across the board to anybody for
anything they want. We can’t do that.
We’re in a terrible financial situation
and we’re not going to waste people’s
money either, like the Liberals did with
the billion dollars on the cancelled gas
plants, the $8 million on electronic
medical records that don’t even connect
properly yet and develop our priorities.
“We told you about a number of
them already. Those are the things
we’re sticking to because we have heard
from the people of Ontario that life is
becoming more and more unaffordable.
We want to make it affordable for
people who want to create jobs and
bring prosperity back to this province.”

CN is required to clear its rights-of-way
from any vegetation that may pose a safety
hazard. Vegetation on railway right-of-way, if
left uncontrolled, can contribute to trackside
fires and impair proper inspection of track
infrastructure. As such, for safe railway
operations, the annual vegetation control
program will be carried out on CN rail lines in
the province of Ontario. A certified applicator
will be applying herbicides on and around
the railway tracks (mainly the graveled area
(the ballast)). All product requirements for
setbacks in the vicinity of dwellings, aquatic
environments and municipal water supplies
will be met. This program will take place
from May 28, 2018 to August 31, 2018.
Visit www.cn.ca/vegetation to see the list of
cities affected.

For more information, visit elections.on.ca, email us at info@elections.on.ca
or call 1.888.668.8683 (TTY: 1.888.292.2312).
Disponible en français

For more information, you may contact the
CN Public Inquiry Line at 1-888-888-5909.
May 30, 2018
dossier : CNC-181007

client : CN
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Voices of Joy Community
Choir celebrates 20th
anniversary

Submitted photo

By Rod Urquhart

T h e
i n s p i r a t i o n a l
VOJ Voices of Joy Community
Choir  is celebrating its 20th Anniversary
with a Special Concert: “20 Years of
Music and Friendship” Sunday, June
10, at 3p.m., at Bethel Community
Christian Reformed Church, 333 Davis
Drive Newmarket.
The VOJ Voices of Joy Choir is
an inclusive musical community. All
in York Region and South Simcoe
are welcome in the choir regardless
of ability or training.  The choir was
formed in 1998 through the inspiration
of the late Linda Middlebrook, who
was its first conductor.
20 years ago, the choir met for
the joy of singing. Over its time
together the members of VOJ have
become ambassadors for people
with special needs giving them an
opportunity to participate in their
community in a meaningful and socially
valued role.
Concerts and practices create
opportunities for individuals to develop
self worth and self respect. Choir
members are able to perform and feel
proud of their accomplishments.
In allowing people the freedom to sing
in any way they can, to be encouraged
and applauded for their efforts, in an
environment of unconditional love,
growth and happiness results.
The choir is a family who supports
each other, and members have become
good friends.  
The choir performs two fund-raising

concerts a year: one at Christmas time
and one at the end of the season. The
choir is invited to sing at approximately
three venues in the Community each
year for an honorarium.
Last October, the choir was able to
host the University of Guelph Chamber
Singers and then in February the choir
traveled by bus to Guelph to sing with
the University of Guelph Symphonic
Choir. This was a wonderful experience
for every member of the Choir. The
Guelph Choir is under the direction of
Dr. Marta McCarty.
This 20th Anniversary Concert
will feature past conductors, such
as David Holborn, and the Choir’s
20-year history, and most definitely
the joy of singing. The choir has about
50 members and rehearses weekly at
Bethel Christian Reformed Community
Church.
Bethel Church holds up to 400 people
and any money raised is used by  the
choir, for things such as singing lessons,
hall rentals, and  general expenses of
running a choir. The choir members
meet every Monday night from
September until June at Bethel Church.
The Choir has a dedicated group of
volunteers, and are very thankful for
the support of local Sponsors and
Advertisers whose financial gifts are
invaluable.
Tickets are only $10 or $15 at the
door. Children under 12 are free.
For tickets, contact a member of the
VOJ Voices of Joy, or phone Joanne
in Aurora at 905-727-3290 or Janet at
905-775-8821. Light refreshments will
be served after the Concert.

Classic Lightfoot concert will
benefit CHATS
By Brock Weir

A night of classic Canadian music
at Theatre Aurora on Saturday, June
9 will benefit Community & Home
Assistance to Seniors (CHATS).
John Stinson will bring his Classic
Lightfoot Live, a Gordon Lightfoot
tribute, back to Aurora with highlights
from the iconic Canadian’s songbook,
including If You Could Read My
Mind, Canadian Railroad Trilogy,
Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald,
Early Morning Rain, and more.
Stinson, a popular fixture on the
Aurora music scene, first fell in love
with Lightfoot’s music as a teen while
learning to play guitar. He tried to copy
Lightfoot’s deceptively simple sounds
and it sowed the seeds of passion.
“I loved his lyrics and unique
melodies,” he says. “You’d buy his
latest album, listen, and read through
the lyrics as the new songs came
across your 2-bit record player. During
college parties I would play more
than drink, and was always asked to
play Canadian Railroad Trilogy. As
job and family took up more time
and music became a cloudy memory
I’d happened to form a duo and
perform in clubs and bars as often
as I could and performing pop-folkrock. Often I›d be asked to perform
a Lightfoot tune, as they thought I
sounded a bit like him.
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TMS Student
Wins at DECA
International
Competition
(ICDC) and
Places Top 10
Worldwide
DECA’s
mission
is
to
prepare emerging leaders and
entrepreneurs in marketing
hospitability and management in
high schools and colleges around
the globe. This not-for-profit
organization has over 125,000
m e m b e r s i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y.
This April, the international
competition was held in Atlanta
Georgia.
Anik Babul, a Grade 11 student
at TMS, won the Gold Medal at the
International
Career Development
Conference competition (ICDC). There
were more than 18,000 participants
from all over the world and in his
category, Business Services Marketing,
Anik, competed against more than 3,000
students.

18,000 students attended DECA’s International
Career Development Conference (ICDC), and
my category of Business Services Marketing
(BSM) had just over 170 competitors.
These competitors are all those who have won
at their respective state or provincial levels. In
order to qualify for the International event, I won
at the DECA Ontario Provincial Competition
held in February. My event consisted of two
role-play case presentations and a written exam,
with the scores of these three components being
combined to rank competitors by composite total.
I was fortunate to win an award for giving a
top-10 case presentation, and I advanced to the
international finals through having one of the top
20 overall scores. I then competed in the finals
by delivering one last case presentation receiving
a medal to signify my placement in the top 10
overall in my event worldwide.

15

YEARS

Student Perspective - Anik
My event, among others, focused on
Babul, TMS Grade 11 Student:
persuasion, wit, and articulate presentation.
DECA provides students with the opportunity Training and competing allowed me to greatly
to dive into the business world and take on improve my creative and speaking abilities.
its challenges as a professional would. The Perhaps the best aspect of DECA is the people
international conference/competition was held in that you meet along the way - likeminded, fun
Atlanta from April 20-26, with ceremonies held individuals from around the world. Furthermore,
at the Mercedes-Benz Stadium and competition there are great memories made with the fellow
at the Georgia World Congress Centre. OverYEARS
students who attend these events.

15

15

YEARS

He’s earned every grey hair over the
past 15 years. It’s the price you pay for
brewing the best beer in town.

“Moving to Aurora in 1988 and
finding Red Shea living here, then
taking lessons from him got me
more and more excited about Gord’s
music. Around 2000, the duo was less
important, I started to re-awaken my
forgotten musical taste for Lightfoot.
Hearing all the great tunes again on
new CDs and iPods. I created a solo act
of all Lightfoot tunes and performed
them live in local clubs and bars.”
The love affair continues, and now it
is paying dividends for local charities.
“When I was planning 2018 over
the winter, being my hometown, I
wondered if there was an organization
that might be interested in having the
show be a fundraiser,” says Stinson. “I
asked around town and CHATS came
up, so I called and met Tim Jones and
eventually arranged with Rhonda at
CHATS to make them our beneficiary.
“My mother-in-law lived with us,
now passed away, had Alzheimer’s and
we used CHATS. My daughter has
Muscular Dystrophy and approached
them (MD) about a fundraiser. These
donations need local support. I found
a few local sponsors, asked Gord to
donate an autographed photo, framed
it, and booked Theatre Aurora.”
Tickets for the Theatre Aurora
show are on sale now.
For more information, visit www.
theatreaurora.com or call 905-7273669.
Showtime is 7.30 p.m.

Cheers to 15 years of great beer!

2003 – 2018
HOCKLEYBEER.CA

Andrew Kohnen
Brewmaster

1162 Hockley 15 Year Annivesary Ad_EarnedGreyHair_Broadsheet.indd 1

3/6/18 8:54 AM
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READY TO PLAY – Mayor Geoff Dawe formally cut the ribbon on Thomas Coates Park
last Tuesday afternoon, joined by Councillors Wendy Gaertner, Harold Kim, Sandra Humfryes,
Tom Mrakas, John Abel, Jeff Thom and Michael Thompson, along with Liberal candidate Chris
Ballard, and dozens of neighbourhood residents. Now featuring playgrounds, courts, shade
structures and other amenities, the six acre green space, which used to be known as Mavrinac
Park, is a “green oasis” which was hard fought for by neighbours on Mavrinac Boulevard and
surrounding streets.

FREE

Week of May 31, 2018

Register online today!

Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan

Saints rugby champion
team “come along once
in a career”
By Jake Courtepatte

The St. Andrew’s College Saints are
the CISAA rugby champions, and it
was never even close.
Absolutely
dominating
the
independent
league
competition
with a combination of speed and size
throughout the five-game regular
season, St. Andrew’s had never won a
game by less than 20 points.
“Teams like this come along once in
a career,” said Jon Butcher, 1st Rugby
head coach. “In 30 years of coaching,
this is by far the best team I’ve ever
seen.”
Facing the 2 – 3 Appleby College
in last week’s semifinal, the Saints
came out swinging with six first-half
tries, taking a 34 – 5 lead into the
intermission.

Essential learning for coaches, administrators,
parents and players. Hear from leading experts, who
deliver cutting-edge information you can use right away:

Wells Karabin led the way in the
latter half with a pair of tries to cap
off a hat-trick performance, while
Campbell Clarke was able to convert
an impressive four times for a final
score of 68 – 5, setting up a Saturday
morning championship match at
SAC’s Malone Fields with the rival
Upper Canada College Blues.
St. Andrew’s entered the match as
the clear-cut favourites to win their first
CISAA title since 2013, having taken
down UCC in the final league game 52
- 10 two weeks prior, in what Butcher
believes to be the largest victory over
the Blues in his time with the team.
In a game where Butcher said the
Saints were “simply a class above the
rest”, Will Abbott and Ian Mclean
each capitalized twice in a 41 – 7 final,
while Matthew Hollett and William
Wang added a try each.

ENGAGING GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN
— stay tuned for replay details —

MAY

16

Sabrina Razack is an Educator for the TDSB, with NCCP certifications in
basketball, track and field, and has coached multiple sports.
Long-term athlete development (LTAD) is improving the delivery of sport
and physical activity, but there are roadblocks for girls and young women.
Sabrina will explore key issues in supporting them as athletes and leaders.

TEAM DRIVEN SPORT LEADERSHIP

MAY

30

JUNE

06

JUNE

13

JUNE

20

— stay tuned for replay details —

Dave Cooper is a former international tennis coach, author, and sport
consultant who currently works as a corporate leadership coach.
Having coached professional and Olympic athletes, Dave will present
powerful new concepts that players, coaches and teams can use to
dramatically improve performance while increasing mental toughness,
confidence and leadership skills.

SPORT FOR PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY
Vicki Keith Munro is one of the most successful marathon swimmers in
the history of the sport. She holds 16 world records, and was the first to
cross all five Great Lakes. Vicki is also a Member of the Order of Canada.
Be inspired by this world-class athlete who has coached athletes with
a disability at the highest levels, and has raised more than $1 million to
support programs for children with disabilities.

COACH TRAINING - WHERE DO I START?
Jeremy Cross is Director Coach Development at Coaches Association
of Ontario, and has worked with Maple Leaf Sports and Entertainment,
University of Waterloo, and the Orlando Magic.
Getting your coach development, training and NCCP education can seem
overwhelming. Jeremy will take you through a variety of entry points for
your coaching education, and set you on the right track.

EXPLORING RISK AND PLAY
Brandy Tanenbaum is the Injury Prevention Program Coordinator at
Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre.
Safety in sport is essential, but must be balanced with risk. Growing
evidence demonstrates that learning to successfully deal with risk is an
essential life skill. Brandy will explore the connection between play, risk and
physical literacy as part of healthy childhood development.

These are live webinars: 7:30 - 8:45 pm

VISIT WWW.SPORTAURORA.CA
TO REGISTER FOR REMAINING DATES
The St. Andrew’s College Saints capped off a perfect CISAA rugby season on Saturday in a 41
- 7 championship win over Upper Canada College.
Auroran Sports Basebar 2017_Layout 1 2018-05-14 10:52 AM PageAuroran
4
photos by Jake Courtepatte

Caring for
Our Community
newroads.ca
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Aurora’s Thomas named OHL Playoff MVP
By Jake Courtepatte

Robert Thomas can add one more
physical piece of evidence in cementing
his name as a future NHL leader.
The 2017 first-round draft pick of the
St. Louis Blues capped off an incredible
Ontario Hockey League season as the
leading scorer of the Hamilton Bulldogs,
leading to hearing his name called as the
league’s Most Valuable Player following
the Bulldogs championship title.
“It definitely feels really good,” said
Thomas. “When you get into that
situation where a team trades for you,
for that reason, it feels like your job to
do it.”
“When I came in I was welcomed
with open arms by everyone, the
management, all my teammates…it
really made my job really easy.”
Thomas was leading the OHL’s
London Knights in scoring when he was
traded to the Bulldogs in a blockbuster
in January, setting up Hamilton for their
successful run.
Though the Bulldogs were forced
to give up a promising prospect, four
second round draft picks, and a third
round pick to acquire the prized
centreman, the Aurora native led his

team the remainder of the season in
putting up four goals and 25 assists in 22
games with his new club.
“The thing with us, is a lot of the guys
didn’t have a lot of playoff experience,”
said Thomas. “We just seemed to get
better and better, and the further along
we got we became closer and closer as
a team, and I was happy to be a part of
that.”
The Bulldogs went on to take the J.
Ross Robertson Cup over the Sault Ste.
Marie Greyhounds in six games, with
Thomas netting the go-ahead goal in
the sixth game to clinch the title.
“It was pretty special,” said Thomas.
“It was an awesome goal for me to get, it
was awesome. A lot of fun.”
Named the “Wayne Gretzky 99
Award”, Thomas is the second Blues
prospect to win the league MVP title in
five years, after current Blues mainstay
Dante Fabbro won in 2013.
Finding themselves facing the bestof-the-best in Canadian junior hockey
as the Ontario representatives in last
week’s Memorial Cup, the Bulldogs fell
in the semifinal, though Blues Director
of Player Development Tim Taylor was
on-hand to keep tabs on his future star.
“He reminds me of Patrice Bergeron,”
Taylor told NHL.com, referencing the

Aurora’s Robert Thomas, pictured with the
OHL’s Hamilton Bulldogs, was named the OHL
Playoff MVP for the 2017-18 season.
Photo by
Paul Wyznek, Hamilton Bulldogs

two-time Olympic gold medal winner.
“He does everything on the ice. He’s
always in the right place at the right
time.”
Thomas spent the better part of

three OHL seasons with the Knights,
catching the eye of scouts after a
successful stint in the York-Simcoe
Express minor system.

Senior Jays hang on
for first win of North
Dufferin season
By Jake Courtepatte

The solid pitching continued
into Thursday’s matchup with the
Ivy Rangers, where ace Devon Wu
went head-to-head with Ivy’s Jarrett
Vanderpost in a rare 0 – 0 tie.
Aurora managed only three hits
on Vanderpost in his seven innings
of work, all three coming off the bat
of Robinson.
Wu was tagged for seven hits
while going the distance, adding
four strikeouts to his impressive
performance.
Sunday’s game against the
Clearview Orioles was postponed,
with a later date yet to be set.
Despite waiting two weeks to find
their first win of the season, the Jays
are hanging on early in the NDBL
ladder with a record of 1-2-2 to open
their schedule.
A three-point week jumps the
Jays over both the Lisle Astros and
Creemore Braves into ninth-place,
while the Mansfield Cubs, Barrie
Angels, and Alliston Athletics are
still in search of their first two-point
effort.
The Ivy Leafs lead the league with
a perfect 6 – 0 start, while the Jays
will look to put an end to the streak
when they pay a visit for a road
game on Friday.

A tumultuous start to the AA
baseball season has seen its first sign
of spring for the returning Aurora
Jays, who picked up their first win
last week in an 8 – 5 win over the
Bolton Dodgers.
Rob Spencer took to the hill for
the Jays in his first pitching start of
the North Dufferin Baseball League
season, sitting down the first five
Bolton batters he faced.
Aurora capitalized in the first
inning thanks to a Ted Beadle
double, cashing in Kyle Handley for
the game’s first run.
Spencer stayed calm, cool, and
collected on the mound through the
first few innings, before allowing a
pair of runs in back-to-back inning
in the third and fourth, bringing in
Nathan Robinson to close out the
game.
Aurora went on a scoring streak
of their own in the fourth and fifth
innings, cashing in Handley once
more as well as two from Aaron
Giroux and Beadle, while Brad
Crosby and Chris Rettie rounded out
the scoring.
Robinson held the Dodgers in
check in allowing just one run
through the final two innings, earning
For stats, schedules, and
the win.
information, visit www.ndbl.ca.

more

SPORT Connected
www.sportaurora.ca

@SportAurora

A monthly bulletin from your sports community

Central York Girls
Hockey Association

Football Day

Registration is now open for the
CYGHA’s 25th anniversary season.
All female hockey programs for Girls/
Women from ages 4-99.
Division:
Panther Cubs
Tyke
Novice
Atom
Peewee
Bantam
Midget
Senior

Born in:
2012-2013-2014
2011
2010
2008-2009
2007-2007
2004-2005
2001-2002-2003
2000 or earlier

For program info
and registration:
cygha.com
Questions:
info@cygha.com

Register now for Total Tennis
Lessons and Camps!

Join us for York Region’s Football Day –
come out and cheer on your Bantam, Junior
Varsity and Varsity Lions as they take on
the Peterborough Wolverines in a triple
header at Lions Homefield (St. Maximilian
Kolbe CHS, Aurora).

This is our 17th year offering group lessons
and leagues in spring and summer, as well
as full and half-day sports and tennis camps.

We’ll have plenty of surprises and treats
for our Lion Pride, with mascots onsite for
pictures, music by DJ Shake, food trucks,
giveaways, face painting, free parking and
best of all – FOOTBALL!

The full-day Total Sports camp for 10 to 14
year olds offers beach volleyball, soccer,
basketball, swimming and more.

Saturday, June 9th • 11 am - 7 pm
•
•

And check out our locally renowned full or
half-day tennis camps for 6 to 13 year olds
at Fleury Park courts.

**All Development and Flag Lions are our
special guests! Wear your development/flag
jersey and get in FREE!

Visit totaltennis.ca for more info

For more information, visit:
www.yorkregionfootball.com/event/20104

279 Wellington Avenue East, Aurora
$5 adults, $3 students, $3 seniors

UPCOMING

Essential learning
for coaches,
administrators,
parents and
players.

EVENTS

SPORT FOR PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY

JUNE

06

JUNE

13

JUNE

20

Vicki Keith Munro is one of the most successful marathon swimmers in the history of the
sport. She holds 16 world records, and was
the first to cross all five Great Lakes. Vicki is
also a Member of the Order of Canada.

COACH TRAINING - WHERE DO I START?

Jeremy Cross is Director Coach Development
at Coaches Association of Ontario, and
has worked with Maple Leaf Sports and
Entertainment, University of Waterloo, and
the Orlando Magic.
EXPLORING RISK AND PLAY

Brandy Tanenbaum is the Injury Prevention
Program Coordinator at Sunnybrook Health
Sciences Centre.

To register: www.sportaurora.ca

MAY 2018

June 24, 10 a.m. to noon

Open Trails

Inviting families and friends to join Activate
Aurora, Bike Aurora, The Arboretum, CHATS, and
other community partners to explore, learn and
experience our beautiful trail systems. Sunday,
June 24th from 10am-12pm at various locations.
Visit www.activateaurora.com for details.

July 1, 11 a.m. start

Canada Day Festivities

Lambert Willson Park is the place to be for a
day full of entertainment and fun activities. Be
sure to drop by the Activate Aurora Tent!
To find out more or Take the Pledge visit:
ActivateAurora.com or SportAurora.ca

Aurora’s ONLY

Medical Supply Store

100 John West Way, P.O.
Box 1000, Aurora, L4G 6J1

We are your local, independent drug store, since 1984.

Add SPARKLE to your life!

Aurora Shopping Centre, 14800 Yonge St. • 905-727-2322

Tim Jones Charity
Golf Classic

SAVE THE DATE
Monday September 10th is the
5th annual Tim Jones Charity
Golf Classic, in support of CHATS
(Community & Home Assistance
to Seniors). Start time 8 a.m.
Get ready for a day packed with
great golf, great food and great
prizes! Go to www.chats.on.ca/
fundraising-events for details.

WE
HAVE
SHOES
TO FILL

Do you have an interest in sport and
physical activity? Sport Aurora and
Activate Aurora need volunteers for a
variety of roles.
Learn more about the many
opportunities with us on Tuesday
June 12th at Aurora Town Hall.
Time: 7:00-8:30pm
RSVP volunteers@sportaurora.ca
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Aurora FC men bow out early from League1 Cup
Juta finished off a corner kick with a
header to give Aurora a 2 – 1 lead with
ten minutes to go.
A late goal and some unlucky bounces
It was in the final minute of play when
in penalty kicks ended the Aurora FC Collins was beaten by a well-angled drive
men’s quest for the League1 Cup in just off the post to send the game to penalty
the first round.
kicks.
A break in the regular season schedule
While Aurora was able to convert on
allowed Aurora to host Toronto’s three of their four kicks, off the feet of
ProStars FC on Saturday in the opening Morey Doner, Ricardo Perez Padilla, and
bracket of the season-long tournament, Juta, ProStars found the back of the net
with Aurora still looking for their first win on all four to advance to the next round.
at their new home of Stewart Burnett
The men return to their regular season
Park.
schedule with an away match at Toronto
With head coach Derek O’Keeffe FC III on Sunday.
bringing a more aggressive offensive
Saturday also marked the opening
formation into their third match of 2018, day for the women’s side of the League1
Aurora struck first when Dylan Rennie Cup, though Aurora was able to stave off
potted his second of the year from the a similar comeback and move on with a
edge of the box just ten minutes in.
2 – 1 win.
A rare defensive breakdown came
Samantha Murphy was the woman
from Aurora just before the half, when a of the match against the Oakville Blue
takedown in the box gifted the ProStars a Devils in notching both Aurora goals just
penalty kick, one in which Aurora keeper two minutes apart, early in the second
Ryan Collins guessed the wrong way.
half to take a 2 – 0 lead.
Though Rennie was denied on a
With the Blue Devils pressing, Aurora
penalty kick of his own with just fifteen spent the final eleven minutes down
minutes left in regulation time, Kairav a player after a collision sent Natalie
By Jake Courtepatte

Bloomington land might not be in
play: Councillors
From page 7
evaluate what other options there are to
make that decision.”
Yet, many local lawmakers viewed
the Hallmark lands – be it two
diamonds, fields, or a mix – as the best
option available at this time.
“We have a responsibility as a
Council and Town to serve the
needs of our residents, to keep our
residents healthy and active, so
we bought the Hallmark lands,”
said Councillor Wendy Gaertner,
throwing her support behind a oneand-one option. “Now the next thing
is we’re talking about maybe buying

Bloomington or other lands. There
is no assurance we’re going to be
able to buy that land. It is not a done
deal. It is not even… Who knows?
We’re dealing with the government.
Who knows what they’re going to
say.”
Added Councillor Mrakas: “As
Councillor Gaertner pointed out, we
don’t actually have any other land
and so, at the end of the day, we need
to make a decision and move forward
without just making promises; we
have to make commitments. We can’t
make a commitment if we don’t own
the land.”

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Concerned about
market volatility?

Casiello to the sidelines.
Oakville was able to break the clean
sheet in the final few minutes, though
Aurora held them off to move on to the
tournament quarterfinals.
Next up for the Aurora women in the
bracket is a date with the Woodbridge

Strikers, though the schedule is yet to be
determined.
They return to the regular season
schedule this Saturday in hosting FC
London at Stewart Burnett Park at 4
p.m., putting their record of 1-2-0 on
the line.

P
Aurora

We sell
all types of
Filters
Humidifiers
Air Cleaners
& Water Pumps

arty Rentals

• Bars & Casino
• Catering Supplies
• Chafing Dishes
• Chairs
• Chair Covers
• Cutlery
• Dinnerware
• Glassware
• Linen
• Silver Products
• Tables
• Tents
• Wedding Supplies

905.773.7706

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

13184 Yonge St., Richmond Hill

www.aurorapartyrentals.ca

Get a professional second opinion
on your investment portfolio
Brendan Black
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

In volatile markets, there are three questions every investor
should ask themselves:

RBC Dominion Securities
14785 Yonge St., 2nd floor
Aurora, ON L4G 1N1

3. Will my income needs be met if my portfolio drops in value?

1. Do I know the downside risks in my portfolio?
2. Does my financial plan account for uncontrollable risk like
market corrections?

If you’ve answered “no” to any of the above or aren’t sure, contact
Brendan Black today for a complimentary consultation on your
investment portfolio and financial plan.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor
Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada.
®/™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©2018 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 18_90409_H7L_001

Facebook: 416FoneFix Instagram: 416FoneFix
burtonbrown@416Fonefix.com (905) 715-0169
emilyburt@416Fonefix.com (289) 383-3182

Screen/LCD Replacements
iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/5S/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $120
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
iPhone 7 Plus Screen/LCD $ 150
iPhone 8 Screen/LCD $170
iPhone 8 Plus Screen/LCD $ 180
Battery Replacement
iPhone 4/4S $30
iPhone 5/5S/5C $40
iPhone 6/6S $50
iPhone 6/6S Plus $60
iPhone 7 $50
iPhone 7 Plus $60
iPhone 8 $70
iPhone 8 Plus $80

We handle any
type of repair,
including
water damage,
on all brands of
phones.
We noW CaRRy aLL
WHooSH!® pRoDuCtS!

416FoneFix is committed to competitive pricing and reliable service

WHooSH!® screen cleaner.
Certified Safe. non toxic
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Community heroes honoured at

Community Recognition Awards

(Top Row) Nicole Basso accepted the Youth Volunteer Award from Councillor Wendy Gaertner in honour of her extensive volunteer work in the community, including her role as chair of the
Town’s Youth Engagement Committee. Irene Clement, Sarah Varty and Nancee Webb accepted the Green Award from Councillor Tom Mrakas on behalf of Aurora’s Eco Festival Committee.
(Second Row) Juno-winner Bonnie Kraft was recognized with the Arts & Culture Award for her instrumental work in ensuring the success of the Aurora Cultural Centre. Councillor John Abel
presented Tyler Barker, Chair of Aurora’s Accessibility Advisory Committee, with the Inclusivity Award in recognition for his tireless work in making the community a better place for persons
with disabilities and other accessibility challenges. (Third Row) Shirley Cook received the Good Neighbour Award for her volunteerism within her Chartwell Aurora residence. Councillor Jeff
Thom also presented Rob Johnson with the Community Safety Award, recognizing his work with Victim Services of York Region. (Fourth Row) Josie Kearney learns she has been named Aurora’s 2018 Citizen of the Year. Councillor Sandra Humfryes presented Trevor Stephens with the Community Leadership Award in recognition of his work with youth and veterans. (Fifth Row)
2018 Citizen of the Year Josie Kearney is congratulated by 2017 Citizen of the Year Peter Van Schaik. 							
Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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“The future of someone who changed the world began right here”
From page 1

members of the Peer Mentoring group.
Each member was encouraged to bring
a donation for a family in need and, as a
result, she was able to purchase muchneeded grocery cards for the selected
family.
Her efforts to raise both money and
awareness for the Terry Fox Foundation
were also highlighted, crediting her energy
and enthusiasm for the cause helping
to raise over $6,000 for the Terry Fox
Foundation.
Perhaps the Aurora community at
large is most familiar with her dedication
to Something for Sarah, Williams’ annual
cheek swabbing event which collects
samples from students and teachers for the
National Bone Marrow registry.
“As a result of her efforts more than
200 names have been added to the bone
marrow registry, each hopeful they may
be able to save a life one day,” said Mayor
Dawe. “She has also been a fundraiser
for the Leukemia and Lymphoma
Foundation, helping to educate her school
community about the cause.
“For someone so young [she] has made
a tremendous impact on the world around
her and no one who knows her has any
Provincial
doubt that about the incredible future that
lies ahead of her. We’re proud to say the
future of someone who changed the world
ready decided
beganwho
right here in Aurora.”
for. Lib’s, Pc’s
or NDP
Josie,
who also received a Youth
Achievement Award alongside fellow
ople Williams
whostudent Nicole Basso, came into
Council
oting
! chambers knowing she was set to
pick up the Youth award but had no idea
she they
would also walk away with Citizen of
hey know
the Year.
Sitting beside her family and teacher
Mark
Fuller, the tears began to flow when
ﬀerent ose? Josie realised the list of accomplishments
Mayor Dawe was reading belonged to her.
By the end of the ceremony, the award
four years,
had not fully sunk in.
only 2“Ior
3 it is a lot to be recognized,”
think
Josie
told
The Auroran, wiping away a
he
tear. “Obviously, all the other Citizens of

*

ing for the

rty. Councillor

the Year have done amazing things for the
community and it is really such an honour
that I am considered with them. As the
Mayor was talking, I sort of realised, ‘this
sounds like me, a little bit!’ It wasn’t until
he talked about the holiday party when
I thought, ‘That’s interesting, someone
had the same idea as me!’ Then I started
crying. It’s really amazing that I would be
considered on the same level as the other
amazing Citizens of the Year.”
Being awarded Citizen of the Year has
only inspired Josie to double down on the
work she has already done, not only in this,
the last month of her high school career,
but particularly when she starts university
at the end of the summer.
“It is more motivation to keep doing
what I’m doing,” she said.
For Mr. Fuller, this is indeed the legacy
she will leave behind at Williams.
“We all know Josie’s great, but I always
wonder how she is perceived by somebody
who doesn’t know her at all, so this, to me,
is very satisfying because it validates her
efforts and reflects the impact she’s had
on her peers,” he said. “We all know what
she’s done, we all know the impact she’s
had, and sometimes it is hard to articulate
that to an outside audience. It is nice to
know this message was well-received and
someone her age can have that impact
on the community. Her legacy will be the
students who continue to carry on the
impacts she’s had and the events that she
has put forward.
Other Aurora residents honoured
on Monday night include, in order of
presentation are:
Youth Volunteer Award
Nicole Basso, Josie Kearney
Green Award
Aurora’s Eco Festival Committee
Arts & Culture Award
Bonnie Kraft

By Brock Weir

Councillor Jeff Thom will not seek a
second term at Town Hall.
The first-term Council member, who
was elected in 2014, announced his
decision on Wednesday.
“It has been a tremendous honour
and privilege to serve on Aurora Town
Council,” said Councillor Thom in a
statement. “Nevertheless, I have decided
I will not be seeking another term as
Councillor in the 2018 Municipal Election.
I have made this decision to spend more
time with my family.
“I am extremely grateful for the support
of my wife and family over the course of
this term of Council; I could not have
done it without them. I would also like
to wholeheartedly thank the residents of

iuk

(accepted by Michelle Major)
Inclusivity Award
Tyler Barker

Good Business Award
FoxGlove Design Inc

In the weeks ahead, The Auroran
will feature individual profiles of these
winners.

Auto + Home
Combine and save.
Richard Gong, Agent

Call us today.
(905) 727-6333

l

15342 Yonge St, Aurora

Something Different

l

www.RichardGong.com

Something Better

Bob

Yaciuk

“I ask that you have the courage
to try ‘Something Diﬀerent - Something Better’.
Seriously, what have you got to lose?

Community Leadership Award
Trevor Stephens

What you’ve been doing so far , isn’t working“

Jeff Thom won’t
seek second term

ake you so
a chance on

Good Neighbour Award
Shirley Cook
Community Safety Award
Rob Johnson

~ Bob Yaciuk ~

Aurora. The enthusiasm, volunteerism and
kindness of the people of this community
are truly what make Aurora one of the best
places to live.”
When Councillor Thom was elected in
2014, he ranked with Councillor Paul Pirri
as Aurora’s youngest Council members.
Councillor Pirri announced his decision
not to seek re-election last month.
With both Councillors Thom and
Pirri out of the running, if the municipal
election were held today, there is a chance
for a number of new faces to be at the table.
At press time, Mayor Geoff Dawe,
along with Councillors John Abel and
Tom Mrakas are all running for Mayor. As
there can be only one winner, at least four
faces on the nine-member Council will
not be there once the Town elects its new
seven-member Council (one mayor and six
councillors) this October.

“ we are guaranteed to lose if
either of the Big Three are
allowed to govern Ontario
June 7.”
~ Bonnie Turner - columnist
Wallaceburg Courier Express ~

Check us out

Vote4Bob.ca

TrilliumPartyOntario.ca
Authorized by CFO

Better

Authorized by CFO

promote
your business
with custom
printed products
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
From page 4
Canadian version of Donald Trump.
His experience in politics amounts to
doing damage control for his brother
Rob while he was mayor of Toronto.
We in Toronto were the laughing
stock of most of North America. I am
certain Doug Ford will say absolutely
anything to get your vote; his campaign
is a fight of greed, ‘for profit’, back
room deals, chauvinism, and a decline
or loss of our social care fabric.
He is a “one-man band” who is only
concerned with how best he can further
his own personal agenda.
Please don’t be fooled, his talk is
cheap. His actions show he does not
care about the people of Ontario. If
you want to know how Ontario will
operate for the next four years under
Doug Ford’s command as leader of our
Provincial Government, you only need
to look at the family legacy of chaos,
negative publicity, and lack of attention
to the real issues down at Toronto City
Hall when his late brother was mayor.
This looks like a very similar scenario
to President Trump’s behaviour.
I need to tell you this scares the hell
out of me. Every day I rely on the
Ontario Health Care System, which is
already failing Ontarians with chronic
illness and our aging population.
Hospitals are overcapacity with huge
and lengthy wait lists.

There are hospital bed and doctor
shortages.
I have personally experienced, in
the Emergency departments in York
Region, Toronto, and Ottawa, “hallway
healthcare.”
(Although I have not
actually experienced it, I am sure this is
the same all over the province.)
There are never enough beds and,
at times, it has been ‘standing room
only’ in the ER. The people coming
through ER today are sicker and more
complicated than they have ever been.
This is the “new normal.” I am
extremely concerned, even afraid, that
if Doug Ford becomes the next Premier
of Ontario this problem will only get
worse. Our health care system, as we
know it now, will be unrecognizable, as
it will be so eroded by underfunding.
We do not need cuts to health care
spending; we need smarter spending
and a more preventative, and preemptive health care delivery system. If
Doug Ford becomes our Premier, I also
believe many of the Social Assistance
programs so many vulnerable people
rely on, either short or long term, will
be cut back severely or terminated
completely. This will absolutely destroy
this Province, as we know it.
I’m not trying to suggest to you that
the Ontario Liberals, under Kathleen
Wynne, are the natural, best, or only
alternative to the PC party with Mr. Ford

sales@promotionalmarketing.ca
905.841.0916

Preregistration
Visit us at www.RNCemploymentservices.ca

RNC
905-727-3777

Required!

Employment Services

Aurora
Job
Seekers

This Employment Ontario service is
funded in part by the Government of
Canada and the Government of Ontario

222 Wellington Street East l info@rnces.ca

Students
New
Graduates
Employers
At no cost to you!

Drop by or visit
RNCemploymentservices.ca to
view our local job opportunities,
workshops and services!
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

Job Fairs / Job Postings
Career Couselling
Aptitude and Interest Inventory
Second Career
Apprenticeships
Resumes and Cover Letters
Interview Techniques Coaching
Hidden Job Market
Social Media
Assertive Communication
Pre-screened Candidates
Hiring and Training Incentives

905-727-3777

The views expressed in this publication are the views of this Service Provider and do not necessarily reflect those of the Ministry

Father-Son Hockey Retreat

June 15-17th, 2018
All hockey levels and all ages welcome!

www.teenranch.com • 519-941-4501

Not for Profit Sports Camp &
Retreat Facility Since 1967

as the leader. I am simply pointing out
that it would be extremely dangerous
to go down the PC path especially with
Doug Ford as their leader.
There are issues even at the local
PC level. Christina Elliot is now the
PC candidate for Newmarket-Aurora,
my home riding. My questions to her
would be: Does she really have any
true connection to the community?
No. Has she lived and worked in that
community? No. Does she understand
the issues that face the people of our
great community? Not that I can see.
She was dropped in, as she was
unsuccessful attaining the leadership
role for the party. I see this as another
example of the PC’s lack of concern for
the people of the Province of Ontario.
When you cast your ballot on June 7,
I ask you to think about what you want
the next four years in Ontario to look
like, both locally and provincially
In this election, the choice is

pretty clear to me. We can either go
backwards with a leader Doug Ford
and we can welcome “Donald Trumpstyle” politics to Ontario, or we can
choose a better leader from a better
party.
I want to vote for a party that cares
about all the people of Ontario, not
just the 1%.
As a young person, I have many years
still to live, and hopefully, thrive, in
Ontario. If the PC party gets elected,
especially with Mr. Ford as their leader,
I am afraid of the damage that could be
done, damage that may be irreversible
and/or non-recoverable.
Don’t turn an anti-Liberal vote into
a victory for Doug Ford.
On Election Day please remember
the quote said by Michelle Obama
“when they go low, we go high.”
Ben Williamson
Student
Aurora/Ottawa

CROSSWORD

1. Small lump
4. Helps little firms
7. A way of performing
12. Lawyers
15. Stirred up
16. Believed in
18. The Bay State (abbr.)
19. Makes computers
20. Sodium
21. As fast as can be done (abbr.)
24. Institute legal proceedings
against
27. More compact
30. Ethiopian river
31. Quantitative fact
33. No (Scottish)
34. A concession of no great value
35. Tony-winning actress Daisy

1. Mentor
2. Lyric poems
3. A dry cold north wind
in Switzerland
4. Trapped
5. Used for road surfacing
6. Cuckoos
7. Prefix “away from”
8. Seth McFarlane comedy
9. Not out
10. “The Simpsons” bus driver
11. Popular HBO drama (abbr.)
12. Acclaimed Indian physicist
13. Removes
14. One-name NBA player
17. Revolutionary women
22. Smell
23. Ground-dwelling songbird
24. Midway between south and
southeast
25. American state

37. More (Spanish)
39. Russian space station
41. Helicopter
42. At the peak
44. Makes ecstatically happy
47. Excellent
48. Material body
49. The Golden State (abbr.)
50. A unit of plane angle
52. Argon
53. Fancy
56. Fried mixture of meat and spices
61. How green plants use sunlight
63. Without wills
64. Unhappy
65. Meat from a pig’s leg

26. Keen
28. Khoikhoin peoples
29. Int’l defense organization
32. Samoan money
36. A sign of assent
38. One from Somalia
40. Boat race
43. Trims
44. French coins
45. Indigenous Scandinavian
46. Flew alone
51. Loch where a “monster” lives
54. Japanese title
55. Pros and __
56. Present in all living cells
57. Something to scratch
58. Branch of Islam
59. Appear
60. Former CIA
62. Yukon Territory

Page 26

THE AURORAN, Thursday, May 31, 2018

Aurora’s
e
c
i
v
r
e
S
r
u
o
Y
t
A

OPEN

DIRECTORY

FOR
BUSINESS

AIRPORT LIMO

Who does what in our community

Shirley Jean Limousine
Classic Limousine Service

Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Mobile: 289-221-0030

CLEANERS

ELECTRICAL

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION

Established 2001

Cell: 416-456-5336 | dagwtw5@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL

go with who you know!

1.844.732.7575
1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6,

1.844.732.7575
CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING
8575 Keele St. #5-6,
Concord,
ON
3P4
Concord,
ONSt.L4K
L4K
3P4
8575
Keele
#5-6,
info@pearlknstructions.com
info@pearlknstructions.com
Concord,
ON
L4K
3P4
www.pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

1.844.732.7575
1.844.732.7575

info@pearlknstructions.com

1153
Canal
Bradford,
ON.
www.pearlknstructions.com
8575
Keele Road,
St. #5-6,
Concord,
ONL3Z
L4K4E2
3P4
Re-sanding
•
•
•
Re-sanding •• Refinishing
Refinishing
• Sales
Sales
• Installation
Installation
• Service
Service
info@pearlknstructions.com
info@pearlknstructions.com •• www.pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com
Re-sanding
•• Refi
•• Sales
Installation
Service
Re-sanding • Refinishing
• Sales
Installation
• Service
Re-sanding
Reﬁ•nishing
nishing
Sales •• Installation
•• Service

• Stone
• Brick
• Block
• Chimneys
• Flagstone

DIRECTORY

Why take a chance...

www.mollymaid.ca

Professionally Installing:

Electrical Lights • Chandeliers
Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

(905) 841-6243

MASONRY

Spenser Wilson
647.542.0559
rightmasonry@gmail.com

MOVING
• Heated Units
• Packaging & Storage
Supplies (Buy or Rent)
• 24 Hr Monitored Security
• Video Surveillance
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage

CONTRACTORS

Smart Led Lighting Technology
ECRA/ESA #7010869

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL •

905.727.2001

sales@nexstarlighting.com

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Masonry
Restoration
Specialists

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406

www.acmovingstorage.ca
PAINTING

YOU WILL DIE
Who Are You Protecting?

hardwood
•• laminate
•• carpet
•• stairs
granite
hardwood
laminate
carpet
stairs •••granite
granite
hardwood
•
laminate
•
carpet
•
stairs
porcelain
•• tiles
•• washrooms
•• kitchens
porcelain
tiles
washrooms
kitchens
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens

CONTRACTOR

J.N.H. CONTRACTING

BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide.

Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971
We specialize in Insurance claims
• Concrete Work • Waterproofing
• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Window Repair/Replacement
• Doors • Demolition • Garbage Clean Up
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

LYNETTE LATINSKY

| lynette.finance@rogers.com

Senior Financial Advisor

Cell: (416) 417-3224
Protect what you value most.

Life • Critical Illness • Long Term Care • Disability
Exceptional
Interior
Mortgage • Medical
• Dental •Decoration
Group Insurance and
Staging Services Tailored For You

Exceptional Interior Decoration and
HEATING /AIR
CONDITIONING
Staging
Services Tailored For You
Complete Room Projects
Colour Consultations

Complete Room Projects

Space Planning

Colour Consultations
Exceptional Interior
Decoration and
Mood
Boards
Space
Planning For You
Staging Services
Tailored

Shopping
Services
Mood Boards
HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION • PROCESS
COOLING
• AMMONIA
Complete
Room Projects
Shopping
Services
Seasonal
Decoration
Colour Consultations

Interior
Decoration
and
Seasonal
Decoration
151 Applewood Cres., UnitExceptional
17 Staging
Tel:
416-410-3450
PlanningTailored For You
StagingSpace
Services
Concord, Ontario
thermalconcepts@rogers.com
Staging
Mood Boards
L4K 4E3
ThermalConcepts.ca
Complete
Room Projects
Shopping
Services

25 yrs. experience

905-841-8949
416-520-6252

FREE
ESTIMATES

DALTON’S PAINTING
• Interior & Exterior Painting
FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811
BARN PAINTING

‘Professional’

Colour Consultations
Seasonal
Decoration
‘Professional’

Space Planning
‘Amazing Transformation’
Staging

Mood
Boards
‘Amazing
Transformation’

Shopping Services
‘Reliable & Dependable’

INTERIOR DECORATION
‘Reliable & Dependable’

Seasonal Decoration
‘Professional’

‘Delivered As Promised’
Staging

‘Amazing
Transformation’
‘Delivered
As Promised’

‘Reliable & Dependable’
‘Meticulous’
‘Meticulous’
‘Professional’
‘Delivered As Promised’

‘Amazing Transformation’
‘Budget Conscious’
‘Budget Conscious’

‘Meticulous’
‘Reliable & Dependable’

‘Delivered
As Promised’
‘Highly
Recommend’
‘Highly Recommend’
‘Budget
Conscious’
‘Meticulous’

SERVING KING CITY & SURROUNDING AREAS INCLUDING GTA

905-773-7466 Toll Free 1-855-525-3271
Call today for your FREE quote!
rhinorestorations@gmail.com

CREMATION

‘Highly Interior
Recommend’Decoration and
Exceptional
‘Budget Conscious’
Staging Services
Tailored For You
‘Highly Recommend’

PROPANE

Complete Room Projects

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

LisaCleary
Cleary
LisaLisa
Cleary
Certified
Decorator
LisaInterior
Cleary

Interior Decorator
Certified Certified
Interior
Decorator
Certified
Interior
Decorator
Colour
Consultations

289289
338338
4696
|4696
LisaCleary14@hotmail.com
Space
Planning
289
338
LisaCleary14@hotmail.com
4696
| |LisaCleary14@hotmail.com

Mood Boards
289 338H
4696
H|n
aLisaCleary14@hotmail.com
m
t Itnetreiroi r
os
r .sc. caa
am
e tnte Itn

H a m n e t t I n t e r i o r s.c a
Shopping Services

H a m n e t t I n t eri o r s.c a
Seasonal Decoration
Staging

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING
‘Professional’

‘Amazing Transformation’
‘Reliable & Dependable’

10% OFF

Zonta

goods and services
if you bring in this ad

‘Delivered As Promised’

SUNSET BEECH
‘Meticulous’

‘Budget Conscious’

Landscaping
& Renovating Lisa Cleary
Certified Interior Decorator
‘Highly Recommend’

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

DECKS

DECKS

Proudly serving York Region

by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail
{wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

TREE

Fencing
Decking 289 338 4696 | LisaCleary14@hotmail.com
H a m n e t t I n t eri o r s.c a
Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Pruning • Removals
Kitchens

CARE

Consulting • Bracing • EAB

(647) 668 4949
TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

zlr.ca

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

See the difference 32
35 years of experience makes

DRIVEWAYS
Tar and Chip

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt,
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

is an economical alternative
to asphalt paving with a rustic
country appearance, that also
provides a solid surface and is
a solution to ruts washout and
potholes.

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

• interlock/pavers
• decks/fences
• retaining walls
• natural stone
• flagstone
• bobcat services
Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641
WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL
INSTALLATIONS
SERVICE • DELIVERY

866-952-0146

CARLINg PROPANE INC.

Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

TECH SUPPORT
ITS GLOBAL TECH On-Site
IT Computer Technical Support

⎜ Home/Small Business

• Slow or Freezing Computers
• PC Tune Up
• Setup and Conﬁgure WIFI
• Microsoft ofﬁce 2010, 2016
• Windows XP, 7, 8, 10 support
• Internat Browsers Support

• Viruses, Spyware and Malware
• Online Data Backup
• Full Network and Desktop Support
• Microsoft Ofﬁce 365 (Outlook)
• Video and Audio Support
• Applications Support

Call Abraham Solomon Any Time 24/7

647-970-6583

www.itglobaltech.ca

⎜ Email: itglobaltech98@gmail.com

SKYLIGHTS
SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?
• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

Call Joe at any time 416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

INC.

www.brightskylights.ca

WATER

• FREE WATER TEST

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

Call Today

905-751-0845

reverse osmosis water.
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THINGS

Story time will feature readings and costumes
From page 3
Ms. Beattie. “They wanted to meet the
drag queens and hear stories and the
reception was overwhelmingly positive.
So, I am expecting the same thing here
in Aurora.”
Looking ahead to Saturday’s event,
Eva says she fully expects children to be
children and ask the questions that pop
into their head – in real time.
“That is such a fantastic thing,” says
Eva. “I think if parents come to the
event and have questions, I think if the
parents are feeling concerned or in some
way uneasy, I think it is a great way to
build community and build strength in
community. I think not understanding
a situation, when you see something
you haven’t seen before and you’re not
sure about it, to not ask questions and
to not talk about it, doesn’t give people
the opportunity to learn about it and

to grow. I hope there are people who
have questions and I hope they come
forward. I hope that we can all do our
best to be open-minded and trying to be
understanding of where people come
from.
“. I think this is about the human
experience. It is about community
and although I am a drag queen, I am
not teaching kids about drag, I’m not
teaching kids about the LGBTQ lifestyle,
we’re here simply to have fun with kids
and maybe inspire them to, as they grow
up, be free to be who they want to be
and seek their own happiness. Hopefully
many parents, if not all parents, can
get behind their kids being happy to be
themselves.”
Saturday’s Drag Queen Storytime is a
free drop-in event for ages three and up.
For more information, call 905-727-9494
x280 or email children@apl.ca.
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YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

FRIDAY, JUNE 1
The ESC Renaissance Community is pleased to host
their second Relay for Life event on June 1! Relay For Life
is a community fundraising event where Canadians across
the country join together in the fight against cancer. Relay
participants will walk or run together around our soccer
field, passing a baton to their fellow participants and working
together toward one common goal: the fight against cancer. For
more information, contact Genevieve Porter at gporter@
cscmonavenir.ca.
SATURDAY, JUNE 2
The Town of Aurora is pleased to present its community
pow wow on Saturday, June 2 from
12 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Lambert Willson Park (135 Industrial
Parkway North). All residents and visitors are invited to join this
celebration. The New Beginnings Pow Wow theme this year is,
“Our Future Generations” and the event will feature traditional
dance, drumming and food. Pow wows promote cultural pride
in an inclusive setting and play an important role in many
Indigenous peoples’ lives as a forum to share their heritage with
non-Indigenous attendees.
Performers leading the event will be: Host Drum: Little
Creek Singers, Arena Director: Mr. Mawla Shawana, Master
of Ceremonies: Mr. Leo Linklater. The White Pine Dancers
also welcomes all nations to participate in the pow wow. If you
are interested in participating, please contact Rod Nettagog at
bluestonecloud@hotmail.com.
****
AURORA FARMERS’ MARKET: Seasonal fresh
fruits & veggies, delicious goodies and unique crafts will be
waiting for you at the Aurora Farmers Market & Artisan Fair
today from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., at Town Park. (49 Wells Street).
Theaurorafarmersmarket.com.

****

The Aurora Public Library will host Drag Queen Storytime
from 10.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. in the Magna Room. A magical
story time experience hosted by Eva Lasting! Children are invited
to come get involved in stories that they will love! These stories

will help children learn that it’s great to be who you are! Parts
of the event will be interactive (but participation is optional).
Children will get to be part of the story, wear some silly costumes
and even strut their stuff bringing out their inner performer! Feel
free to come dressed in your best glamorous outfit!
MONDAY, JUNE 4
Canadian Blood Services will host a blood donor clinic at
the Aurora Legion today from 2.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.
SATURDAY, JUNE 9
AURORA FARMERS’ MARKET: Seasonal fresh
fruits & veggies, delicious goodies and unique crafts will be
waiting for you at the Aurora Farmers Market & Artisan Fair
today from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., at Town Park. (49 Wells Street).
Theaurorafarmersmarket.com.
****
Classic Lightfoot Live, the Ultimate Canadian Tribute,
will take the stage at Theatre Aurora tonight at 7.30 p.m.
Proceeds from the concert benefit CHATS (Community &
Home Assistance to Seniors). For more information, visit www.
classiclightfootlive.com
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13
The PROBUS Club of Aurora holds their monthly meeting
today from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at the Royal Canadian
Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North, Aurora. This month’s
entertainment will be: Joseph Thomson, singing & playing the
guitar. For more information on this month’s speaker please call
Cliff White at 905-841-2421. New Members Welcome! Call
Gary Gilbert at 905-895-2849or be our guest at the meeting.

SATURDAY, JUNE 16
The Aurora Community Band will host their concert “An
Uprising Built on Hope.” Come enjoy the beautiful sounds of
Aurora’s band at Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street,
beginning at 7.30 p.m. Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for students,
and available at the door by contacting auroracommunityband@
gmail.com.

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

DEATH NOTICE

JOE LUNDY

Pick Me Up Promotions - Hiring part
time. We are looking for employees in the
Newmarket, Aurora and vicinity to travel to various
grocery stores and other locations to demonstrate
a variety of food products to the general public. We
offer competitive wages & ability to choose own
schedule. Shifts are primarily on weekends (10am
to 4pm) OR (11am to 5pm). Automobile required.
Please send resume or contact us by phone.

WE'RE HIRING !!

joetersigni@hotmail.com

Opportunities for casual housekeepers, days
or nights, casual dining room servers,
and a part time maintenance assistant.

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
LOOKING for experienced, knowledgable,
on-site supervisor for the York Region area.
Please email resume to: stepheno@intercityrealty.com fax: 905-597-0493 office: 905-5970227.

Would you like to work in a luxury retirement
home community where you enjoy the
relationships you have with staff and residents?
A job that has awesome perks like free meals?
Join the Oak Ridges Team!

416 709 8218

Founding Father of the Aurora Soccer Club, and with Fay by his side, started petitioned to build
the arena in East Gwillimbury and saw their dream to completion and went on to coach hockey there for years to come. Joe Died peacefully at Southlake Regional Health Centre on Friday May 25, 2018 at the age of 87 years, 10 months after losing his beloved Fay (nee Black).
Joe, loving father of Michael and Steven and his wife Val, both of Queensville, Mark and his
wife Elvie of Barrie and the late Annmarie (1987). Cherished “Papa” of Noelle (Radu Goia),
Autumn, Brittany, Shannon, Dalton, Dakota, Pheobe and great grandpa of Kenzie. Dear brother of Louise (late Norman Burns) and Jean (Bob Daniels) both of Toronto. He will be greatly
missed by his nieces, nephews, relatives, and friends and neighbors in the close knit Queensville
farming community. Visitation will be held at the MW Becker Funeral Home 490 The
Queensway South Keswick, Ontario on Wednesday May 30, 2018 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and Thursday May 31, 2018 from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. followed by a Funeral
Service in the Chapel at 2:00 p.m. Interment to follow at Queensville Cemetery. In memory of Joe
donations to Southlake Regional Health Centre would be appreciated. Sign an online book of
condolences at mwbeckerfuneralhome.com

S U R V E Y
PARTICIPANTS
NEEDED to review
product. If
interested?
email:
diazrandd@gmail.
com

You'll be happy you did!

WILLING
TO
EDUCATE: Highly motivated individual for rewarding
career in financial
services. Call Amanda at 416.873.9998

APPLY in person at
Oak Ridges Retirement Community
or via email to
info@oakridgesretiremt.com

Barber or Stylist wanted
for full time position
905-727-6212, ask for Alfred
SERVICES

Freelance Reporter

for Local Community Newspaper

IF IT DOESN’T
SPARKLE,
IT’S NOT
SPARLING’S!

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter
with a passion for community news.
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness
to cover local community events and issues.

14 Wellington St. E.
Unit #6, Aurora,
On L4G 1H5

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
• Freelance reporting work for weekly
community newspapers and special projects

905-727-0309
sparlingsservices@rogers.com | www.SparlingsCleaningServices.ca

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

AURORA
3
BDRM
MAIN
FLOOR APARTMENT.
shared
laundry and utilities.
$1300/mo. Industrial
Pkwy South. 905642-4823

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips
• Take photographs
• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

1 OR 2 FURNISHED OFFICES
for rent. 12¹ x 16¹.
King Rd and Hwy
400 area. Includes
heat/AC, lunchroom,
WiFi. $850mth. Call
416-452-9311

• Candidates should have experience working on
the editorial side of the newspaper industry
• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills
• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle
• Reporting experience an asset
• An interest in local issues is a necessity,
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

Let’s Talk.
Interested and qualified
candidates should forward
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

CARPET
HOW SAFE
IS YOUR JOB?
Start building your
business today!
Supplement your income
by working part-time.
You set your own hours.
Ask me how!
Call Ruth Greaves at
1-888-240-4767

I have 1000’s
of yards of new
100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom
& hall for as little as
$389.00
(includes carpet, pad & install)

Call Steve

877.759.8179

carpetdeals.ca

SENIORS
WELCOME
CARRIERS
NEEDED
to deliver
The Auroran
newspaper
every Thursday.
Earn money
while
getting
exercise.
Contact Cephise

416-505-2770

GARAGE
SALE

at Mary Lake
Monastery
June 1st.,
2nd, & 3rd.
AND
June 8th, 9th
and 10th
10am. -4pm
Located at 13760 Keele
street, North of King Road
& 15th Sideroad.
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