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AWARDS COMEBACK – After a

five year hiatus, the best in local business was celebrated by the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce at the newly
revived Business Excellence Awards
on Thursday evening. Pictured here
alongside Mayor Dawe and Chamber
leaders are representatives of Aurora
Orthodontics, Whitehots, CHATS, MR
Menswear, Artistica Ballroom Dance
Studios, and Food in Motion.

Catering
per
$
person
FREE
dessert
with any catering order
From

Auroran photo
by Glenn Rodger

10

over $100

Spotlight “smiles” on local
business excellence
By Brock Weir
There were plenty of smiles to go
around Thursday night when, after a five
year absence, the Aurora Chamber of
Commerce renewed its commitment to
shining a spotlight on local business at the
revived Business Excellence Awards.
And, if you probably asked, a few of the
smiles in the room could be attributed to
Dr. Ali Shojaei.
Dr. Shojaei’s Aurora Orthodontics
shared top honours with library book
distributor Whitehots Inc taking home
the Business Excellence Award.
The two diverse businesses vied for
top honours alongside fellow nominees

Aurora Family Martial Arts, Carruthers
Financial & Associates, GEM Health Care
Services and snapd Aurora.
As the name suggests, the Business
Excellence award is intended to “recognize
business excellence,” but, for Dr. Shojaei,
excellence runs deep.
“My goal is to provide the highest
quality orthodontic care for my patients
and I believe I can do this by hiring
excellent staff, being able to stay on
top of my continuing education and
the advances in the technology of our
business,” he said, as he was joined on
stage by his team. “Me and my team have
a lot of plans to be able to give back in
various ways and touch other people’s

Jasmine
Smith
Sales Representative
Trends Realty Inc.

lives, so I want to thank everybody who is
up here because I am just one person and I
couldn’t do anything without them.”
While Aurora Orthodontics is a
comparatively new business to Aurora,
Whitehots has a storied history to call its
own.
CFO Sharon Culver billed the business
as a “matchmaker” between libraries and
publishers that moves over 30,000 books to
libraries from coast to coast each year.
“It is our 30th anniversary, so this is a
wonderful gift,” Ms. Culver told the crowd.
“We love being in Aurora.”
For the business community, the return
of the Business Excellence Awards,
Continued on page 8
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Fire fighter
Chris Lowe
remembered as
“bright, shining light”
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Ontario’s ONLY... ISO 9001: 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

By Brock Weir
Flags across Aurora and Newmarket
were lowered last week in honour of
active firefighter Chris Lowe, who died
last Friday, November 17, while off
duty.
Lowe joined the Central York Fire
Services team on March 7, 2016 and
was assigned to C Platoon at Fire
Station 4-3 on Edward Street.
“We are saddened by the unexpected
passing of Central York Fire Services

Ofﬁce: 905-833-0111
Cell: 416-993-7173
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Entrepreneurs of the Future, Today – The Classy Cyborgs of Lester B. Pearson Public School, represented
here by Sebastian Villate, James Andrade and Sammy Emamian on Wednesday by Mayor Dawe, State
Farm’s Richard Gong and Wendy Browne of the Rotary Club after taking one of the top prizes at the
inaugural Youth Innovation Fair. For more, please see Pages 20 and 21.
Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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LISTEN FOR THE BELLS – It’s that time of

year again when the soft jingle of bells provides
a background score to your holiday shopping.
The Salvation Army welcomed Mayor Geoff Dawe,
Councillors John Abel and Tom Mrakas, Chamber
of Commerce Executive Director Sandra Ferri, Legion President Ken White, the Central York Fire
Services and Neighbourhood Network to their
Northridge Community Church on Tuesday for the
launch of their 2017 Kettle Drive. To sign up for a
shift, give online, or learn more about the program,
visit northridgesa.com/fill-the-kettle.
Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Lowe “lived his life
for others”: tribute
From page 1
Firefighter Chris Lowe,” said
Fire Chief Ian Laing in a
statement. “Chris dedicated his
time to proudly protecting the
communities of Aurora and
Newmarket with CYFS. He will
be greatly missed by his many
friends at Central York Fire
Services and at his former Fire
Department in the Town of the
Blue Mountains. Our thoughts
and prayers are with his family
during this difficult time.”
In a tribute published by his
family, the Meaford native was
hailed as a “dreamer with a drive
to be better every day.”
“Chris lived his life for others,”
they said. “He was a fierce friend
always ready to stand up for
those who couldn’t stand up for
themselves. He could be counted
on to help with any kind of
favour, and he would smile as he
did it. He believed in community
and taking care of his friends,
neighbours and those in need. To
Chris, his friends were the family
he chose.”
Lowe’s career as a firefighter
began with the Blue Mountains
Fire Department before joining
the CYFS, which serves both
Aurora and Newmarket where he
was named valedictorian of the
class by his fellow recruits.
“Chris was proud of his career
in service, of his opportunity
to protect communities,” they
continued. “He was equally proud
of his wife, Becky, as he stood by
her side during her own recent
graduation this October. He was
her biggest fan, and was there to
smile wide and cheer her on as
she started her new career with
a job at Royal Victoria Regional
Health Centre and at Clarksburg
Medical Group. Together, Chris
and Becky were inspirational,

as parents, as a couple, and as
friends always there to listen,
love and be the warmest of hosts.
“Chris was incredibly talented,
and often worked to restore and
repair boats for his friends. Of
course, Chris always used his
talents to help others and to bring
joy to his wife and daughters. His
home was always open and his
heart always warm. Now, in this
loss, there are many who come
forward to claim Chris as their
brother - because that’s how he
made them feel: close, loved,
family. He inspired happiness and
camaraderie in others. Chris was
one of the good guys: a gentleman,
a kind-hearted soul, a best friend,
a doting husband, a daughter’s
hero.
“Losing Chris is a deep and
tragic loss. His life was a bright
shining light in his community
and beyond. Though the days are
dark now, we hold tight to the
memory of our awesome Chris
Lowe, and we count ourselves
blessed to have shared 37 years
with him.”

san ta's
reindeer

inflatable
igloo

+

mini
christmas
marke t
AURORA’s

Christmas Tree
Lighting
CEREMONY

Aurora Town Hall • Aurora Seniors’ Centre
100 John West Way
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Fire juggling
Lighting of the tree and peace candles with
Santa at 6:45 p.m.
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The Salvation Army
by contributing to their
fillthekettle.com campaign
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 Public Open House seeking feedback on the Town of Aurora’s Strategic Plan
Aurora’s Long Range and Strategic Planning division is holding a public open house to ask for feedback on the proposed
mid-term modifications to Aurora’s Strategic Plan.
The open house will be held on Wednesday, November 29. There will be two sessions at 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. held at Aurora Town Hall.
The strategic plan is a collaborative and inclusive community planning tool that identifies the desired future for the community; what it looks
like, how it functions and how to achieve the vision for the future.
For more information about this public open house, please contact ecdev@aurora.ca or call 905-727-3123 ext. 4324.
To find out more about Aurora’s Strategic Plan visit: aurorastrategicplan.ca

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Machell’s Corners

Lions Club Seeks
Donations for Christmas
Drive
The Aurora Lions Club is a charitable
organization that has been helping the
local community since 1944.
The past generosity of our donors
has been the key to our success and has
made it possible for the Aurora Lions
Club to provide local individuals and
families in need with assistance at this
time of year. This year we will again
be pairing up with the Salvation Army
to achieve our goal of helping needy
families in Aurora.
Last year, the Aurora Lions served
over 220 families in Aurora. I have
been the Christmas Coordinator for the
Lions for the past three years and in
2014 we did 140 families, 160 in 2015 and
a large 220 in 2016.
This year we are seeking sponsors
again to help offset some of the costs to
supply grocery gift cards to our needy
families.
The cost of the gift cards in 2016 was
$12,000. The economy has not been kind
to some of our fellow residents and so
the goal of the Lions Club of Aurora is
to make Christmas a less difficult time
for them. Your donation is desperately
needed and any size donation is
graciously appreciated.We hope we can
count on your support to help us in this
endeavor. Please make cheques payable
to the Aurora Lions Club and mail to:
Aurora Lions Club
PO Box 28553, Aurora Shopping Ctr
PO Aurora, ON L4G 6S6 or call 905-7276079 to have a Lions member pick up
your donation.
Again this year, in conjunction with
the Salvation Army, we will be supplying
grocery gift cards, non-perishable food,
toys, clothes and Christmas gifts to
each of our needy families
For further inquiries, please feel free
to contact me at 905-591-1913 or email
at jebondy@rogers.com. Let me know if
you are interested in helping us out and
I can come in and talk to you.
Any support at all will help us out.
We thank you for your support and
consideration.Personalize here. We
need you. Thank you.
Lion Jim Bondy
Aurora Lions Christmas Campaign Coordinator

Rick Hansen students
want your stories
My name is Aasrith Vemulapalli, and
I am a grade 6 student at Rick Hansen
Public School.
The students in my classroom firmly
believe that diversity is our strength.
We want to celebrate this diversity by
taking a closer look at the migration
stories of residents living within the
Town of Aurora.
One of our tasks in Social Studies
is to identify the main reasons why
different people came to Canada.
Whether you, or one of your
ancestors, migrated to Canada, we all
have migration stories to share.
Our class has created a short survey
to help us learn more about the cultural
richness within our town.
Here is the link to the survey: https://
goo.gl/LZPH6V. This link will be active
until December 15th.
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Unscrewing the silencer
“That sort of flopped, didn’t it?”
I had to agree.
But before I had to put it in print, I had
to retrofit that quote in terms that would
be suitable for a family newspaper.
I refer to an off-hand comment made
to me by a friend about Canada 150
earlier this month.
We just happened to be scoping out our
table at the Aurora Sport Hall of Fame
induction ceremony, held November 9, at
St. Andrew’s College.
Like so many events taking place this
year, it was working a Canada 150 theme
with flags bearing the now-familiar
symbol of the year of “celebration” in the
bull’s-eye of every table’s centrepiece.
And, with that comment, I nodded by
head in agreement.
He was right.
What was, as late as last year, still
excitedly viewed as a year to make great
things happen just sort of petered out –
for one reason or another.
Those most eager to celebrate might
have had grandiose plans on how to mark
the occasion without the government
backing to really do it up right. A lack of
cohesion on just what the themes for the
celebration should be could have led to
lost traction. Then, of course, there was
the dredging up of darker periods of our
collective history which were, rightly,
something of a downer.
As I considered these reasons a few
days later, I flipped on CPAC and joined
a speech from Conservative Leader
Andrew Scheer already in progress.
By Canadian standards, it was an
unusually chest-thumping and flag
waving speech, but it was an address by
prime ministerial hopeful on the 150th
anniversary not of Canada as a nation,
but of the House of Commons which
governs it.
It was a tribute to the lawmakers that
came before any of the incumbents took
their seats, but an address which was, at
various points, right on the money and,
at others, in my opinion, somewhat tone
deaf.
He began his remarks with a tribute
to former Prime Minister Stephen
Harper whose Conservative government
apologised to our Indigenous Peoples for
the Residential School System.
“It was appropriate because so many
of the decisions that caused so much
grief had been deliberated and, in
some cases, approved right here in this
building,” he said. “That we who have
been trusted with the governance of
Canada sometimes failed should not
be surprising. This chamber might be
made of wood and stone, but the men
and women who give it its life are hewn
from the crooked timber of humanity.
These chairs have supported patriots
and heroes – but also a few rogues. So,

BROCK’S
BANTER
Brock Weir
we cannot claim to have always been
perfect but we know…that perfection is
not available to us this side of eternity.”
So far so good.
“It is fashionable today to look down
on the past but that is a luxury we
enjoy from heights built by those who
preceded us in this chamber. If you look
back on our rich history and study the
leading figures in its telling and see
only the blemishes then you’re missing
out on the beautiful story of a country
constantly bettering itself.”
Okay, fair enough.
“To those that deny we have anything
to be proud of as a country, I would pose
a simple question: where else would you
have rather lived for the past 150 years? It
is a straightforward question for which
there is only one honest answer: there
is nowhere we would have rather lived,
no other country we would rather call
our home. For no country has acquitted
herself better at home and abroad than
Canada. It is indisputable that the world
has been better off for the last 150 years
because of Canada.
“It is time for a little gratitude – make
that a lot of gratitude; that we have
prospered and flourished is no accident.
It is a combination of good fortune and
good stewardship.”
If we were living in the United
States, this would be the point where
the collective Twittersphere would have
shellacked the internet with images
of bald eagles with a tear rolling down
the avian equivalent of a cheek. We, as
Canadians, simply do not do that to our
beavers, but we could have inserted a
record scratch or two.
First of all, it is anything but a
straightforward question, as our
expatriates around the world can attest.
Nor, in my view, are there any people out
there trumpeting that we, as Canadians,
have nothing to be proud of as a country.
Sure, in the lead up to July 1, many
were openly questioning just what
exactly we, as a nation, were supposed
to be celebrating – prompting others
to question whether or not we should
– but no one was denying the many
achievements
this
young
nation
has achieved by this, the time of its
comparable adolescence on the world
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stage.
It is a mischaracterization of the
entire commemoration, albeit a remark
targeted squarely on the Prime Minister’s
back, but a mischaracterization of
sentiments across the country.
But the damage had been done.
Celebrations,
commemorations,
whatever you wanted to call it, have been
muted.
Somehow, however, in recent weeks,
Canada 150 has started to get its groove
back.
Sunday, for instance, people put
on their boots and came out in the
sloppy weather for the unveiling of the
Aurora Cultural Centre’s Milestone
Mural project, a brilliant and vivid
collaborative work that is the result
of contributions made and offered by
hundreds of Aurorans which will, for a
long time to come, bear silent testimony
to this year and our history.
Earlier last week, NewmarketAurora MP Kyle Peterson convened a
large gathering at Aurora’s Northridge
Community Church to bestow a
commemorative Canada 150 medal
on a whopping 150 riding residents
who tirelessly give their time back to
the community, volunteering in every
conceivable sector.
Eight days previously, AuroraOak Ridges-Richmond Hill MP Leona
Alleslev did the same, honouring two
dozen residents of Aurora’s south riding
with a commemorative medal of her
own, honouring not only volunteerism,
but remarkable personal, scientific and
adventurous achievements that have
become a hallmark of the community.
But this past Thursday was, in my
view, the icing on the cake as scores of
students from Aurora – and a few from
beyond – filled the gymnasium of the
Aurora Family Leisure Complex for
the Town’s first Youth Innovation Fair,
hosted by the Town of Aurora with
support from the local Rotary Club.
Innovation is one of the key pillars of
the Canada 150 commemoration and if
excitement over other events had been
tepid elsewhere, you never would have
known it in the gym as participants
outlined their views from the future
and how their budding ingenuity might
make a difference.
For a commemoration that has
marked where we have been, this was
as clear an outline as any on where
we’re going – and, judging by those
participants, we will be in very capable
hands.
If support can be gathered to make
this an annual or biennial event, it will
serve Aurora well as a lasting legacy of
Canada 150.
Congratulations
to
everyone
involved.
EDITORIAL POLICY
Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors
and letter writers are not necessarily those of The
Auroran. Letters must include name and phone number,
although number will not be published, and be limited
to 600 words. Letters may be edited or refused. All
contents protected by copyright.
ADVERTISING POLICY
Publisher is not liable for slight changes or
typographical errors that do not lessen the value of an
advertisement. Disputes must be brought to the
attention of the publisher prior to the following edition.

Page 5

THE AURORAN, Thursday, November 23, 2017

The Aurora Museum & Archives is celebrating…

Our Current Town Hall!
(November 24)

which isn’t scheduled to be opened for another 74 years!
This mug (992.2.2) was given to Town employees
to commemorate their new headquarters.

College students our concern

College students should be back in the
classroom by now and, under the guidance
of teachers, working hard to catch up on
lost instruction time.
Since the strike began, my focus has
been on students and their learning and
wellbeing. Students were in the middle of
this strike for too long, and it just wasn’t
fair to them. Our government firmly
believes in the collective bargaining
process. In fact, we supported the parties
throughout the process in their attempts
to find a negotiated settlement.
However, when they informed us they
were deadlocked, we moved forward
with legislation, passed Sunday, that
refers all outstanding issues in the labour
negotiation to a mediator-arbitrator.
Let’s be clear, our government is very
supportive of Ontario’s college system.
In 2016-17, the government allocated
$1.47 billion in total operating grants to
Ontario’s colleges.
While college enrollment has increased
by almost 25 per cent since 2002, total
operating grants to colleges have
increased by more than 82 per cent during
the same time. In fact, per-student funding
for colleges has increased from $4,600 in
2003 to $6,624 in 2017 – an increase of 45
per cent. Let’s support students as they
return to the classroom for a top-notch
education.
2017 Ontario Economic
Outlook and Fiscal Review

Last week Ontario released its 2017
Ontario Economic Outlook and Fiscal
Review. The plan continues to create
fairness and opportunity for people across
the province and outlines new measures to
grow the economy and help people thrive
in an uncertain global environment.
The government is on track to
balance the budget this year, as well as
the next two years. A balanced budget
means more funding for the programs
and services people rely on most, like
health care and education. To continue
strengthening health care, Ontario
is set to launch the most significant
expansion of medicare in a generation
with OHIP+: Children and Youth
Pharmacare.

for small businesses.

View From
Queen’s Park
Chris Ballard, MPP
Newmarket-Aurora

Starting January 1, OHIP+ will provide
free prescription medications for everyone
under 25, ensuring parents never have to
choose between paying for their children’s
prescription drugs and providing other
essentials. The province is also ensuring
that seniors are able to access the services
they need at every stage of their lives.
Aging with Confidence: Ontario’s Action
Plan for Seniors includes a $155-million
investment over three years.
Investments continue to be made in
Education, Skills and Training. Starting
this school year, more than 210,000 college
and university students are receiving
free tuition thanks to the new Ontario
Student Assistance Program (OSAP). The
province will continue to support young
people as they begin their careers and
transition to the workforce, Ontario is
providing new incentives for businesses
to employ youth.
Beginning in 2018, the province will
provide $124 million over three years in
supports for youth aged 15 to 29 to support
employer hiring and retention. A small
business with fewer than 100 employees
would receive a $1,000 incentive for hiring
a young worker and a $1,000 incentive for
retaining that worker for six months.
Small business is vital to the growth
of Newmarket-Aurora and the province.
One-third of all workers in Ontario
are employed by small businesses. The
province is helping to build a dynamic
and competitive business environment
by providing more than $500 million over
three years in new initiatives to lower
costs for small businesses and promote
growth. This includes the proposed 22 per
cent cut to the Corporate Income Tax rate

Sports Hall of Fame Inductees
Last week both the Newmarket and
Aurora Sports Hall of Fames recognized
this year’s inductees. Aurora inducted
William Fleury, Mike Palmateer, Bob Wall
and Dan Thompson. Newmarket inducted
Jim Richardson, Pete Orr and the
Newmarket Redmen Burgess Wholesale
Minor Hockey teams. Congratulations
to all of the athletes recognized in these
ceremonies, not only for their athletic
prowess, but also for the on-going
contributions they make to our towns.
CYFS Recognition Ceremony
Central York Fire Services (CYFS) is a
full time fire department that provides
protection to the Town of Aurora and
the Town of Newmarket. CYFS serves a
combined population of approximately
146,000 and covers an area of 90 square
kilometres.
The
department
responds
to
approximately 5,000 emergency calls
each year. CYFS operates out of four
fire stations, two in Aurora and two in
Newmarket and recently held a staff
recognition ceremony.
Recognized
firefighters included: Firefighter Bill
Burkholder (35 years), Captain Alex
Doak (30 years), Acting Platoon Chief
John Hopkinson (25 years), Firefighter
Brad Humfryes (25 years), Firefighter
Jerry Madaleno (25 years), Platoon Chief
Dan Waters (20 years), Acting Platoon
Chief Jeff Lee (20 years), Captain Frank
Huberty (20 years), Acting Captain Corey
Hanna (20 years) and Firefighter Al Cook
(20 years).
Promotions included Captain Jason
Shepstone and a welcome to the new
firefighters: Steven Donovan, Christopher
Karagiannis, Thomas Hendy, Michael
Hutten, Adamo Marcangelo, Aaron Ham,
Josh Tibbitts, Adamo Cassullo and Daniel
Middleton.
On a sad note, I offer my condolences
to the family and friends of firefighter
Chris Lowe. Mr. Lowe died while offduty November 17. Assigned to Aurora
Fire Hall 4-3, Mr. Lowe was a dedicated

Continued on page 6

A Word of Difference
I just returned from a month out of
the country.
When I left Aurora, the temperatures
were in the low 20s, and the leaves were
just starting to turn. Jackets were
not required, and the days were still
reasonably long.
There was a bit of a change when I
got back.
The thermometer was hovering
around freezing, the trees were bare,
and the ground was carpeted by an
interesting sandwich of fallen leaves
covered by snow, that was in turn
covered in more leaves. I didn’t know
whether to bring out a rake or a shovel.
It was like I had been away not for a
few weeks, but for a number of months.
We seemed to have leapt directly from
summer to winter, or at the very least,
autumn had only lasted a day or two,
before making a hasty departure.
Worst of all; it was suddenly
Christmas.
Don’t get me wrong; I love this time
of year. The hard part was the sudden
mental shift in gears.
To go right from short sleeved shirts
and sandals to holiday ads, strings of
coloured lights, and carols being played
in stores, was a bit jarring, especially
as I didn’t experience any evidence of
this festive cheer when I was out of the
country.
I guess it also didn’t help that I

INSIDE
AURORA
Scott Johnston

completely missed both Halloween and
Remembrance Day, which serve as a bit
of a buffer before the most wonderful
time of the year.
But however it got here, whether it
crept up on us, or in my case, arrived
with a bang, with less than six weeks
until December 25th, the holiday season
is upon us.
Why, it’s only a few days until
Aurora’s Santa Under the Stars
parade. If recent weather has been
any indication, it should be a wintry
evening for participants and spectators
this Saturday night.
When I left for my vacation in
October there was talk of tagging a
Christmas Market onto the week-end
of the parade.
It was not surprising to subsequently
read that this was not going to happen
this year. It’s an intriguing idea, and
certainly has the potential to bring new

life to the downtown core, at least for
a short time. But the Town’s Special
Events team would have had to enlist
all of Santa’s elves to pull this together
from scratch in just a few weeks.
Perhaps the biggest surprise I
discovered upon my return was that the
Town’ s annual Tree Lighting Ceremony
had now become the Christmas Tree
Lighting ceremony.
The ceremony itself is basically
the same. The only real change is the
addition of “Christmas” to the title.
That the decision to add that one
word was reached so quickly was hard
for me to believe when I read the article
in The Auroran. Normally, a change
of this nature could only be rendered
by Council with the benefit of stacks
of reports, dozens of consultants,
extensive public feedback, months or
even years of discussion, and much
repetitious debate.
It got me thinking that if consensus
could be reached so rapidly on this
change, then perhaps there are other
decisions around Town that can be
similarly expedited. The future of
Library Square, for instance.
I know it sounds far-fetched, but the
precedent has been set, and after all,
this is the season to believe in holiday
miracles.
Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe

Events to celebrate
the holiday season!

I was pleased to attend the 2017 Aurora
Chamber of Commerce’s Business
Excellence Awards last week. This was
a wonderful event celebrating Aurora’s
businesses and their accomplishments.
Local businesses are vital to the success
and health of our community. The
Town is very supportive of our business
community and we are active in helping
businesses thrive and succeed.
At the budget meeting on Tuesday,
November 14, Council and Town staff
worked together to approve the 2018
Capital Budget. The capital budgets are
used for long-term investments such as
infrastructure and facilities.
We have started to assess the operating
budget and we are working together
diligently to ensure a fair and equitable
budget. Operating budgets cover the dayto-day expenses required to deliver quality
programs and services to residents. For
more information on Aurora’s 2018 Budget
process or if you’d like to attend a budget
meeting, visit aurora.ca/budget2018.
The Town is also pleased to once
again support the 2017 Salvation Army
Kettle Drive in Aurora. Why not consider
manning a kettle at one of the designated
locations between Thursday, November
16 and Friday, December 24 for a few
short hours. Your help can really make a
difference in supporting those in need in
our Town. Please call the Salvation Army
Central York Region office at 905-895-6276
ext. 208. To make an online donation,
please visit salvationarmycentralyork.ca.
Looking for fun events to celebrate
the holiday season, don’t miss the Santa
Under the Stars Parade coming up on
Saturday, November 25 from 6 p.m. to
8 p.m. The parade will travel on Yonge
Street from Orchard Heights Boulevard to
Murray Drive. Enjoy the ambiance of an
evening parade with beautifully decorated
floats, marching bands and a chance to see
Santa Claus.
Help the Town decorate its Christmas
tree. Come celebrate the holiday season
at Aurora’s Christmas Tree Lighting
Ceremony on Wednesday, December 6
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Aurora Town
Hall located at 100 John west Way.
Participate in the festive games, watch
a fire juggling show and a live theatrical
performance by Marquee Theatrical
Productions. Read and enjoy the story
‘Twas the night before Christmas with
Mrs. Claus at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre.
Visit Santa’s reindeer will be relaxing at
the Petch House. For more information
on these holiday events, visit aurora.ca/
specialevents.
Stay connected to the Town. Visit
the Town’s website, read the Town’s biweekly Notice Board published in The
Auroran, subscribe to our social media
feeds and sign-up for our monthly Town
e-newsletter, Aurora Matters.
Do you have an issue that needs
attention or would like to ask a question? I
invite you to contact my office to set-up an
appointment to speak with me in-person
by either emailing mayor@aurora.ca
or calling my office at 905-726-4741. I am
always happy to hear from you!
I also have a monthly radio spot on 105.9
The Region called Mayors in the Morning.
This is one of the great ways that helps
me to stay connected to our community.
My next live show is on Wednesday,
November 29. During this radio program,
please email, tweet or call in any questions
about our Town. For more information,
visit 1059theregion.com/mayors.
Have a wonderful week!

THIS WEEK’S
NEW POLL

Starting in the 2018 – 2022 term,
Council will consist of a Mayor and just
six Councillors. Should Aurora consider making
these six positions full time?

Yes No Unsure
Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
Previous poll results

Starting in the 2018 – 2022 term, Council will consist of a Mayor and just six Councillors.
Should Aurora consider making these six positions full time?

NOV 21, 2017

During the dedication ceremony, a time capsule was sealed,

IN GOOD
COMPANY

TO DATE

was officially dedicated 26 years ago on November 24, 1991.

RESULTS
TO DATE
RESULTS

Aurora’s current Town Hall, located at 100 John West Way,

A YES B NO

44%59%53%

UNSURE

3%
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Santa’s looking forward to seeing the “spirit of Aurora” on Saturday
By Brock Weir

shared his excitement.

Finish off those letters to the jolly
man in red – Santa’s coming to Aurora
this Saturday and he’s looking forward
to hearing from you!
Santa Claus is polishing up his
sleigh and putting his reindeer through
some last minute exercises before their
weekend flight to Aurora where they
will make their way down Yonge Street
under the night sky for the annual
Santa Under the Stars Parade.
The annual festive favourite gets
underway at Orchard Heights Drive at
6 p.m., moving south to Murray Drive
by 8 p.m.
Featuring elaborate floats and toetapping marching bands – and even some
hot chocolate served up by the Aurora
Historical Society from the veranda of
Hillary House – there is plenty of buzz
in the air and, in a telephone interview
with The Auroran on Thursday, Santa

Brock Weir: What keeps you excited
year after year?
Santa Claus: The spirit of Aurora
is what brings me back. Aurora is one
of the few municipalities that turned
on the lights for a night time parade
and back well over 20 years ago people
thought it was a crazy idea! Why
wouldn’t you have a daytime parade? It
is always a special moment to go back
where the magic started because night
time parades are now very common,
but they also add such an extra magical
element – and it is all about the magic!
BW: What are you doing to get
everyone prepared for the parade?
SC: The reindeer have a very strict
training exercise, but I have to slow it
down a little bit because now they are
getting prepared for the busy season.
They have been training up until now

Nominate an amazing kid
in your community.
Do you know someone who is involved in
worthwhile community service, is contributing
while living with a limitation, has performed a
heroic act, demonstrates individual excellence,
or is going above and beyond to help others?
If so, nominate them today!

and their only free time is when they
get to do a few reindeer games. You
want them to be quick thinkers and be
able to stay sharp.
BW: You have developed a very
special relationship with the Town of
Aurora over the years. Have they given
you any special sneak peeks at what to
expect in this year’s parade?
SC: No sneak peeks! (laughs) There
haven’t been any sneak peeks, but I
am told the parade is a little bit longer
than normal because there was a
really big interest from the community
participating, so I would like to think
the people who want to be in the parade
are on my good list – but maybe they
just want to be in the parade leading
the way for me! Personally, I will be
making a special effort to see Hillary
House’s float. I have heard it is going
to be a really big attraction and the
volunteers are working tirelessly to
make it happen.
BW: Who else made your naughty
and nice list?
SC: I don’t think I can actually reveal
names because that might not be the
nice way to go about it, but I can say
with the spirit of Aurora, and all the
great things that happened this year
celebrating Canada’s 150, my nice list
has swelled bigger than normal – which
is why we’re having to work feverishly

hard to meet the high demand.
BW: Fine, you won’t name names,
but what can people do to better their
chances to make the nice list?
SC: If you can spare food donations or
toy donations, or even bring me letters,
I am very fortunate the Salvation Army
will be collecting food and toys for
other people. If you can spare those
items from your household, please
consider giving back and giving at the
beginning of the parade route as it goes
by you. The Salvation Army volunteers
are getting prepared, so I would like to
see them run off their feet in terms of
collecting food and toy donations!
BW: Aurora has grown a little bit
since you were last here on December
25. What would you say to the newbies
who might be coming out to see you at
the Parade for the first time?
SC: Just come out so I can see you
in the community and see the smiles
on your faces. They should be very
happy they have chosen Aurora as
their community. It is certainly one I
look forward to visiting time and time
again, so I really look forward to them
taking advantage of the generosity
of the Town, the volunteers making
the parade possible – and that I can
come and be a guest for that evening is
fantastic. I hope to see everybody along
the parade route!

Nominations are open until November 30, 2017.
Forms and information are available from this
newspaper, and from the Ontario Community
Newspapers Association at ocna.org/juniorcitizen.

Nadine Carter
Stouffville, ON
2016 Ontario Junior Citizen

Sponsored by:

ONTARIO
JUNIOR CITIZEN
AWARDS

Celebrate what makes your community great.
OCNA_Ad2_med 09.17.indd 1

17-09-27 11:25 AM

Great Canadian
TRANSGENDER DAY OF REMEMBRANCE – On Monday, Dr. Alex Abramovich from the
Centre for Addiction and Mental Health, a transgender man, helped York Regional Police Chief Eric Jolliffe
raise the transgender flag for the first time above the York Regional Police’s Aurora headquarters. Monday
was Transgender Day of Remembrance and they, and members of the Police, were joined by representatives of PFLAG and York Pride for the occasion.

®

DOLLAR STORE

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Aurora, ON L4G 0Y7 (905)-713-2020

Pick Up
Christmas
Items

View From Queen’s Park
Aurora Chamber of Commerce Business
Excellence Awards

Menswear, New Business Venture
winner Artistica Ballroom Dance
Studio, Non-Profit of the Year winner
CHATS and Trailblazer winner Food in
Motion.

The Aurora Chamber of Commerce
recognized some well deserving business
in our community. Congratulations to
Business Excellence winners Aurora
Orthodontics and Whitehots Inc.,
Community Involvement winner MR

As always, I invite you to contact me on
any issue. Please call my community
office at 905-750-0019, or visit my website
at www.ChrisBallardMPP.ca. My email
is: cballard.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org. I
look forward to hearing from you.
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firefighter and was well liked by his peers.

10%OFF
Christmas
&

Holiday
Gifts

Visit
store for Special pricing!
NO INTEREST IF PAID IN

ONE WEEK ONLY Thursday, November 23 to Wednesday, November 29, 2017

FULL WITHIN 18 MONTHS*

Gift Wrap
& Boxes
Holiday Party
Supplies

on any single-receipt, in-store or online purchase of $299 or more (including taxes)
when you use your Home Depot® Consumer Credit Card† from Thursday, November 23
to Wednesday, November 29, 2017. Payments required. No annual fees.
*†Important terms and conditions apply. See page 8 for details.

All appliances are subject to an additional delivery fee.
See appliance pages inside for more details and selection.

LG 22 Cu. Ft. 30" Refrigerator

See appliance pages inside for more details and selection.

All appliances are subject to an additional delivery fee.

Greeting Cards
Houseware
Linens
Toys
Balloons
And Much
More...

on any single-receipt, in-store or online purchase of $299 or more (including taxes)
when you use your Home Depot® Consumer Credit Card† from Thursday, November 23
to Wednesday, November 29, 2017. Payments required. No annual fees.
*†Important terms and conditions apply. See page 8 for details.

ONE WEEK ONLY Thursday, November 23 to Wednesday, November 29, 2017

MODEL LFD22786ST (1000795118)

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN
FULL WITHIN 18 MONTHS*

15620 Bayview Avenue

3 for

10

$

Poinsettia • 6" pot
• 4+ blooms (1000455675)

EasyClean

While quantities last.

®

option

550 LED dual lights
2,525 tip count

Stainless steel tub

LG Dishwasher with QuadWash™
EXCLUSIVE 7.5' Noble Fir Pre-Lit
Artificial Christmas Tree • 8 light display
functions (1001056497) While quantities last.

MODEL LDT5665ST (1001026347)

LG 5.4 Cu. Ft. Self-Clean Gas
Range with Fan Convection
MODEL LRG3193ST (1001086963)

STORE HOURS

PARTY SUPPLIER

Mon. - Fri. 9am - 9pm,
Sat. 9am - 8pm
Sun. 10 am - 6pm

15620 Bayview Avenue Aurora, ON L4G 0Y7 (905) 713-2020

STARTS THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2017
While quantities last. Sorry, no rain checks.

15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500
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New lease on life for Armoury,
Library Square set for December
demolition
By Brock Weir
Change will soon be in the air
throughout Aurora’s Downtown Core
but it is unclear at this point just
what that change will be.
Council last week executed a
confidential lease agreement on the
historic Aurora Armoury on the
northeast corner of Town Park.
Discussed behind closed doors,
the vague motion stemming from
the Closed Session meeting was
approved out in the open and carried
on a 8 – 1 vote on Tuesday night with
Councillor John Abel being the lone
dissenting voice.
Stephanie
MackenzieSmith,
Manager
of
Corporate
Communications for the Town of
Aurora, says just what the lease
entails – and what the future of the
building will be – is expected to be
announced by the end of the month,
but some Council members expressed
optimism about what’s in store.
“I wanted to take an opportunity
to thank staff and our CEO and
everyone involved,” said Councillor
Tom Mrakas just before the vote
was taken. “I think they have done
a tremendous amount of work and I
think we will all appreciate it. I also
want to thank Councillor Pirri for all
the work he has done on this specific
item.”
These sentiments were shared by
Mayor Geoff Dawe who said, “I think
we all look forward to announcing
a little more fully what this is all
about.”
There has been no shortage of
speculation in the community on
just what this is all about. Whatever
the details, Councillor Abel has
been consistent in his opposition
while seated at the Council table,

suggesting the Armoury has value
as a community space and should be
shared as such, whether as a place
for the Town of Aurora to host events
or as space for local organizations,
such as the Aurora Bridge Club and
Air Cadets, who have been displaced
pending the demolition of the old
Aurora Public Library and Seniors’
Centre buildings on Victoria Street.
“We have come out of Closed
Session and instructed staff to go
ahead with the lease at 89 Mosley
Street and I think we should declare
that facility surplus and see if there
is an expression of interest,” said
Councillor Abel during the New
Business section of last week’s
Council agenda, which took place
after the Armoury vote. “In lieu of
that not being the case, I think an
explanation to our residents should
be forthcoming, a communication as
to why that is not taking place.”
The Councillor stated his case after
Council received an update on the
fate of the two buildings occupying
the space which has become known
as “Library Square.”
Council approved the demolition
of the former library and seniors’
centre buildings earlier this year
and, by the end of the summer, it was
expected the land would be levelled
by the end of this month.
There has, however, been a slight
delay, according to CAO Doug
Nadorozny.
“I don’t have all the details but I
know the tender closed,” said the
CAO on executing the demolition
contracts. “The winning tender was
below the budget and we anticipate
moving forward. I don’t know if there
was any alteration to the timeline in
that winning bid, but I believe it was
to start in December.”

Southwest recreation facility, parks move
forward in $29.5m Capital Budget
By Brock Weir
A new recreation centre in Aurora’s
southwest is among the big ticket
items moving forward to the next level
as Council approved the 2018 Capital
Budget last week.
The Capital Budget is, along with
the Operations Budgets, one of the two
major components that come together
to form the overall budget for the year
ahead. While the Operations Budget,
the talks for which kicked off Saturday
morning at Town Hall, has the most
direct input on your tax dollar, the
Capital Budget allocates dollars for
infrastructure projects, as well as the
repair and replacement of assets not
only for this year but within a 10 year
window.
All items in the Capital Budget are
funded from existing reserves held by
the Town, and not directly from the tax
or water rates.
In total, the 2018 Capital Budget
clocks in at just shy of $29.5 million,
with $13.4 million allocated for the

repair and replacement of existing
infrastructure, $16.03 million for
Growth and New Capital, and $605,500
listed for “studies and other projects.”
“As a result of the concept of Cash
to Capital reserve allocation from tax
levy and the internal funding of capital
coming from resultant infrastructure
and other reserves, there is no longer
a direct impact on the tax rate by
the capital budget,” said Dan Elliott,
Treasurer for the Town of Aurora,
in his report to Council. “As such,
the Committee recommended capital
budget is driven by asset need rather
than impact on taxes. The proposed
Growth & New Capital Budget for 2018
represents a gross cost of $16,029,611.
This capital program includes funding
for the construction of new sidewalks,
a new skid steer loader, a new park in
2C and a playground and design for a
new recreational facility.
“The
proposed
major
studies
and other projects…includes a DC
(Development Charges) background
Continued on page 23
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Knee Pain:
New
Approach
Delivers
Remarkable
Results
If you suffer from Knee Pain (Injury/
strain/tendonitis/Arthritis) you need
to be aware of effective advancements
that can eliminate years of pain,
suffering, immobility and frustration.
You may have told your doctor
you suffer with one or more of the
following: sore, stiff, painful knee,
“clicking” sound with movement,
difficulty bending at the knee.
You may find that your pain
or stiffness affects your work,
housekeeping,
leisure
activities,
exercise, sports or other activities. You
go to the drug store or to your doctor
and get pills to help relieve your pain.
But you find the pain keeps returning.
Alternatively, the doctor may refer you
to a specialist who may tell you that
surgery is needed or is an option for
you.
However, many people are hesitant to
have surgery given its invasive nature.
It is important to know that although
surgery is sometimes necessary, it is
considered a last resort in most cases.
Also, you may have heard that there
are serious health risks associated with
chronic use (or overuse) of pain pills or
anti-inflammatory drugs that include
damage to the liver, kidneys and gut.
There is a new, natural, safe and
highly effective approach that has
helped many sufferers improve their
lives dramatically: Laser therapy
uses light to favor and accelerate the
body’s natural healing processes.
The innovative Multiwave Locked
System (MLS) Laser produces a safe,

This new, natural,
safe and highly effective
approach has helped
many sufferers improve
their lives dramatically
efficient and simultaneous effect on
pain, inflammation, swelling and
water retention, exceeding the limits
of traditional LLLT (Low power) and
eliminates concerns of HP (High power)
laser therapy.
What does this mean for you?
Our patients have reported a 9095% relief of their symptoms, more
mobility, increased flexibility and
vastly improved function!
It is the very latest in medical
technology, with years of clinical
studies supporting its safety and
efficacy and we are very proud to offer
our patients effective solutions to their
recent or chronic conditions.
“This new, natural, safe and
highly effective approach has helped
many sufferers improve their lives
dramatically”.
Come in and allow us to help you
achieve the results you deserve! Call (905)
773-2225 to book your FREE consultation
and examination at King West Wellness
Centre 141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond
Hill (In the Home Hardware Plaza).

….ooooops!
Feeling like a
fish out of water?
How can I best care for my aging loved
one now- or, in planning for the future?
I know… it’s my turn, my responsibility!
So much time…
So much to do…
So much to worry about…
I feel so overwhelmed! HELP!
We have been helping seniors and their families like
you for almost two decades— and, these years give us
the knowledge, experience and wisdom to very much
understand your situation and to provide you with the
highest standard of compassionate and professional
personal care for your loved one in his/her unique
circumstance. Let’s plan now together the best care
for your loved one at an affordable cost.
Authorized Provider
Veterans Affairs
Canada

Celebrating two decades
of outstanding service

Proudly Providing Outstanding, Professional Caregivers and Safe, Trusted, Compassionate Care of the Highest Standard for Seniors

Please contact: Living Assistance Services for advice and home care
416.483.0070 (office) at 905.758.2486 (cell) or b.porter@LAServices.ca
華語服務客戶經理: Helen Huang 華語：416.880.6889 or h.huang@laservices.ca
www.LAServices.ca
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Whitehots Inc. accepts the Business Excellence Award from Mayor
Geoff Dawe.

Mike Rathke of MR Menswear accepts the Community Involvement
Award from Magna’s Steve Hinder.

Mayor Dawe also presented the Business Excellence Award to the
Aurora Orthodontics Team.

Awards recognized businesses
and non-profits

Food In Motion took home the Trailblazer Award.

CHATS’ Christina Bisanz and Tim Jones make
their way to the stage to collect the award
for Non-Profit of the Year

Kelly, Patrick and Anastasia of Artistica Ballroom Dance Studios were recognized with New Business
Venture award.

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

AURORA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Connecting Business
UPCOMING EVENTS

How Will Proposed Federal Tax
Reform Impact Your Business
Tuesday, December 5, 2017
St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club
7:30 am – 9:30 am

Holiday Celebration (Members Only)
Thursday, December 7, 2017
Graystones Restaurant & Lounge
5:30 pm – 8:30 pm

Business After Five
Thursday, December 14, 2017
The Story of Love
5:30 pm – 7:30 pm

Professional Headshots
Friday, December 8, 2017
Aurora Public Library
10:00 am – 2:00 pm

Aurora Chamber Home & Living Show
April 20 – 22, 2018
Book Your Exhibitor Space Now!

Learn More & Register: www.aurorachamber.on.ca/events
Congratulations to the 2017
nominees, finalists and award winners.
Check out photos and videos from
the Business Excellence Awards at
www.aurorachamber.on.ca-business-excellence-awards

www.aurorachamber.on.ca 905.727.7262
info@aurorachamber.on.ca Get Connected @AuroraChamberON
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previously known as the Business
Achievement Awards, was a “wonderful
gift” in itself. Put on ice five years ago
by the Aurora Chamber of Commerce,
its revival was long overdue, according
to Chamber Board President George
Hughes.
“This celebration of excellence
is very important to me because it
is an opportunity to be recognized
by peers,” he explained to audiences
gathered for the ceremony and dinner
at King’s Riding Golf Club. “When
you’re working for another company
or working for ‘the man,’ if you do a
good job you get some praise, but there
is no other compliment for a small
business, or any business, than getting
recognition from your peers.
“It is a way of providing peer
recognition which doesn’t happen…
when you work those long hours as a
small business entrepreneur, and that
is what this awards ceremony is and
how important it is to me.”
This year, in all, 17 local businesses
were nominated in five different
categories.
The first award of the evening went
to Artistica Ballroom Dance Studio
which, along with Simply Yummy
Bakery and Athletify, vied for the
New Business Venture trophy, which
“recognizes new businesses that have
exhibited hard work, entrepreneurial
initiative and success.”
“It is truly an honour just to be
represented here and [be a] part of the
community,” said Patrick Derry, who
owns and operates Artistica alongside
Kelly Stacey and Anastasia Trutneva.
“We are so grateful to be a part of this
community. It is kind of by chance
in a way that we ended up here three
and a half years ago when we sat in a
basement apartment and mapped all
of our clients on a map of the greater
Aurora area and basically set up a 10
km radius with a string that centred
right somewhere between Vata Court
and Industrial Parkway South.
“A couple of years later we opened
our doors at Industrial Parkway South
and we couldn’t be more thrilled to be
part of such a great community, and
to be recognized here with so many
amazing people we now call friends is
just an absolute honour.”
Emotions ran high in the next
category when MR Menswear brought
home the trophy in the Community

Involvement category, “recognizing
businesses that show a strong
commitment to giving back through
participation in numerous businesses
and community organizations and/or
charitable events.
Nominated alongside Apple Self
Storage and RE/MAX Hallmark Lind
Group Realty Ltd. Brokerage, the
award was accepted by Mike Rathke,
the “MR” behind MR Menswear who
has been battling a second courageous
fight against cancer.
“Thank you so very, very much,”
said Mr. Rathke, who has used his
business as a means of raising tens of
thousands of dollars for organizations
ranging from Southlake to SickKids,
to Easter Seals to the MS Society of
Canada.
The Non-Profit of the Year Award
was a race between Hope House
Community
Hospice
(formerly
Hospice King-Aurora-Richmond Hill),
The Able Network, and, the eventual
honouree, CHATS (Community and
Home Assistance to Seniors).
“Although we serve all of York
Region and south Simcoe, providing
care and services to over 8,100 clients,
our home and our base is right here in
Aurora,” said CHATS CEO Christina
Bisanz, joined on stage by CHATS’
Tim Jones, who is planning to retire in
February. “As one of the largest not for
profit employers, we’re also very much
a part of the community participating
in the annual Aurora Street Festival,
Santa Claus Parade, and anything
we can do to really be a part of this
community because it is our home and
this is just wonderful – particularly so
because we only have a little bit more
time that this wonderful gentleman is
going to be part of our organization on
a day to day basis.”
Finally, the Trailblazer Award,
which recognizes “businesses that
demonstrate innovation and creativity
within their industry” came down to
Everyday Cooking by Sandra Katanic,
and Food in Motion.
“This comes as big surprise. It is
amazing the doors that open when you
can actually make a good lasagne,”
said Chef and Food in Motion co-owner
John Cosentino. “We had immediate
support from the Chamber, the Town
and we really see the dividends paid
from choosing Aurora as our home
and we look forward to continuing to
work with everybody here.”
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Glass a key feature in new fire hall design
By Brock Weir
Aurora’s new fire station will be a
window onto the operations of the
Central York Fire Services.
Preliminary designs for the new
fire station, the fifth one servicing
both Aurora and Newmarket, were
approved by Council last week, along
with the creation of more detailed
design work.
The new two storey facility is slated
to be built at Earl Stewart Drive and
Isaacson Crescent, in the southwest
quadrant of Bayview and St. John’s
Sideroad, just behind Sterne Acura
and, situated on the border of Aurora
and Newmarket to better serve the
needs of both communities.
Jointly
funded
by
both
municipalities, and overseen by the
Joint Council Committee (JCC), the
group comprised of Council members
and staff from both towns to govern
Central York Fire Services (CYFS), it is
intended to not only serve the practical
and training needs of the CYFS, but
be a showcase of its operations to the
community it serves.
“We have been involved in a pretty
lengthy back and forth in terms of
tailoring the building to the needs
of the Fire Service, not only for
current needs but also to try and
plan for the future,” said architect
Kris Kubbinga of Thomas Brown
Architects, who presented the plans
last week alongside Paul McIntosh.
“It is a contemporary building, very
durable materials and we really have
tried to treat it as a signature building
representing the fire service to the
surrounding community.”
Once built, the fire station’s
response aisles will face out to Earl
Stewart Drive. The main entrance
to the facility, however, will be off
Isaacson, with the rear of the building
dedicated to the CYFS’ new training
facility.
“The Master Fire Plan outlined the
need for a fifth fire station and we are
in the process of hiring the additional
staff over a five year period to help us
supplement our existing fire services

I

personnel,” said CYFS chief Ian Laing.
“We have been working hard with the
task force and the architects to make
sure this building meets needs now
but will meet the needs in the future
for both communities of Aurora and
Newmarket.”
Indeed, the building as currently
rendered, is designed to incorporate
a full-time, full-complement team
and all that goes with that, said Mr.
Kubbinga.
“The building does try to house,
under
one
roof,
fire
fighting
capabilities, administration spaces
and also a training component,” he
said. “All that is accessed from the
second floor and it provides a lot of
direct communication between all
parties and I think it fulfills a mandate
to bring in the training component
and the administrative component
closer together.”
Once complete, Station 4-5 will not
only be the training hub for the CYFS
but also, moving from the Gorham
Street station in Newmarket, the
administration hub of the force.
“The entire site is built out almost
like a campus,” said Mr. Kubbinga.
“We do have very good separation
between [the station] and the
residential community. We have a very
large buffer we’re taking advantage of
and that is why our training facility
is located at the back. We will also be
using strategies such as landscape
screening to try and keep that area not
necessarily completely exposed to the
public. [It should be noted] the exterior
spaces are not going to be used on a
full-time basis. It will be sporadic.
“It is contemporary and I think it is
well suited to the role of fire services
in the community.”
The plans were greeted with general
enthusiasm by Council last week,
including Mayor Geoff Dawe who
dubbed the design “very impressive.”
While
Councillor
Michael
Thompson sought assurances that
the surrounding community would be
kept fully notified of plans, Councillor
Wendy Gaertner said she had a
concern with the amount of glass
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Artists’ renderings courtesy of the Central York Fire Services
PERSPECTIVE
being
incorporated into the building.
CYFS
STATION 4-5 of Town Hall’s
A HEADQUARTERS
large component
third floor is glassed in which, she
said, leads to an environment that is
very hot in the summer and very cold
in the winter. It is not, she said, the
most “energy efficient” option.
Mr. Kubbinga, however, said the
extent of the design “will actually
probably be tweaked a fair bit” in
the detailed design phase, which is
expected to move forward next week
following approval from Newmarket.
“We’re at a point here where we
have all the spaces laid out and we
have the arrangement. The next step
is to refine and tailor,” he said. “We
will also be using a high performance
glazing system and we will pay
300 EARL STEWART DRIVE, AURORA, ONTARIO

B

particular attention to heat loads in
the way we design the mechanical
systems. One of the things we do as
part of the design scenario is we want
to keep the bays quite open so that the
vehicles and the apparatus are visible
to the public. We will look at where it
makes sense from an energy efficiency
standpoint and will look at where we
can reduce the glass.
“It takes particular attention to the
mechanical systems and the way they
are functioning and anticipating the
loads.”
The two municipalities will share
the burden of the project’s $11,000,000
total budget.
The next detailed design phase is
expected to cost $165,000.

PS
Plumbing Service
EST. 1972

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

905-727-3210

www.bobsplumbing.ca
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THE AURORAN ARTS & CULTURE
Live Music

&
Events

at the Aurora Cultural Centre

Gallery Gift Shop Open
For tickets/info:

905 713-1818

auroraculturalcentre.ca | 22 Church Street, Aurora
All tickets non-refundable HST applicable on tickets

AURORA
FARMERS’ MARKET
& ARTISAN FAIR

INDOOR
MARKET
SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 25
Entertainment by

“Willin’ and Abel”
Provided through the
Winter Blues Fest

TOWN PARK – Wells St. Aurora
The Aurora
Farmers’ Market
& Artisan Fair
will feature free Activities
for children every day!
Visit us at:
theaurorafarmersmarket.com

Galleries

November 30–Dec 30
In the Galleries

Thurs December 7 8pm
Juno Award-winning

1917 | Canada Comes of Age

Artists’ reception Dec. 7 | 6 pm

Sat December 9 1pm
concert
Family Holiday Afternoon

Sultans of String

DufﬂeBag
Theatre co.

Present

Curated by brothers
Dave & Ross Rheaume
Milestones
in history, medicine,
war, sports and more

concert

A Christmas
Caravan

Presents

Peter Pan

Favourite holiday music
with a global flair

Arts activities, and
a play for the
whole family!

Tickets $30 advance | $35 Day of Concert

Generously sponsored by Richard Gong

Generously sponsored by

Christmas Market put on ice until 2018 – but preview
expected at Tree Lighting
By Brock Weir
An inaugural outdoor “Christmas
Market” to give residents a flavour of
Library Square’s potential will be put
on ice until next year.
Council put plans for an outdoor
market on hold this week after
accepting
recommendations
from
Town Staff that there simply isn’t time
enough planning time to make a market
a resounding success.
That being said, those planning
to attend this year’s Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony at Town Hall on
Wednesday, December 6, will get an
appetizer.
Council originally approved a motion
from Councillor Tom Mrakas earlier
this fall tasking staff with exploring the
possibility of instituting an Outdoor
Christmas Market on Victoria Street in
conjunction with the Santa Under the
Stars Parade on November 25.
This exploration, however, found
impossibility.
“When establishing a new event
such as the outdoor Christmas
Market in Aurora, particularly with
an overall objective of revitalizing
the downtown core, it is important to
gather information on best practices
and features compared with similar
successful
events,”
say
Special

Events Coordinator Shelley Ware and
Manager of Recreation Lisa Warth in
their report to Council. “This can take
approximately one to two months prior
to any planning and, ideally, would
include visiting other markets.
“Many
of
these
vendors,
entertainment,
buskers,
carollers
and other features required to have a
successful and authentic Christmas
market would need to be procured six
to 12 months in advance of the event in
order to secure a commitment as the
Holiday season is typically a very busy
time of year for these services. Sourcing
these services and planning the
logistics, such as road closure permits,
site set-up, electrical and acoustic
services, etc., takes considerable time
to plan properly.”
This view was greeted with
disappointment from Councillors last
week.
“I am very, very disappointed, but
having read the staff report I think
that staff put forward very sensible
reasons on why we should wait until
next year,” said Councillor Wendy
Gaertner. “When we do this, we want it
to be successful, so I am in agreement
with the report.”
This disappointment was shared by
Councillor Mrakas.
“I do see the merit in holding off

so we can put on something that will
be spectacular,” he said. “I get that
aspect of it and I appreciate the work
[Operational Services Director Al]
Downey and Shelley Ware and the
Special Events team have done in
working on this and working on how we
can provide a unique event in our Town.
I look forward to it next year and it will
be something that will be incredible.”
Rather than scrap the idea entirely,
Council gave a thumbs up to Mr. Downey
to explore the possibility of pulling
together a “mini preview market” at
the Christmas Tree Lighting ceremony
and vendors are now being sought.
Regardless of whether the minimarket takes place, the Christmas
Market option raised questions from
some Councillors on whether Aurora’s
Special Events Department – and its
associated budget – were being spread
too thin.
This issue was expressed first by
Councillor Jeff Thom, and echoed by
Councillors Wendy Gaertner and John
Abel.
“I would love clarity on that,” said
Councillor Abel. “I would like to know
what sort of demand [there is]. This
report is highlighting that they are
maximized and there is little capacity
to support a new event. However, our

Continued on page 23

It’s now or never
By Mallory Smith
The Amateur Admirer
As the title of this review
suggests, the cast of Marquee
Theatrical Productions’ All Shook
Up put it all on the floor at tonight’s
dress rehearsal and gave one heck of
a performance!
I could have seen seven shows this
week (everyone opens their shows
the middle week in November) and
I narrowed the seven down to three.
This Elvis Presley musical made
the cut and I’m sure glad it did! It’s a
toe-tapping, humming in your seat,
LOL good time that the whole family
will enjoy.
Ellen Cotton and Khalil Roelcke
lead this Shakespearian Twelfth
Night twist of a musical in the roles
of Natalie and Chad. Ellen has a
sweetness about her at first that you
quickly realize can be replaced with
some hot passion and sexy dance
moves. Khalil moves those hips like
the King himself and no doubt will
be stealing the heart of all ladies,
and men, in the audience each night
with that sweet voice!
Sadie Harrison plays young
Lorraine, a 16-year old girl who
feels trapped in a small town
surrounded by people with “small
town mentality” and desperately
yearning for love and adventure.
Sadie’s voice was flawless and she
has some real chops as an actress.
She is so confident in all she does
and for someone so young (she’s
only in grade 12 folks!) she is already

showing signs of what her future
performance career will be like…
FULL!
I personally love a good character
actor: someone who can make me
believe they are 100% someone else.
At intermission, I searched through
the program to find out who played
Dennis. I was looking at all of the
headshots and couldn’t find him. I
then went back through and looked
at the names instead and found that
dashing Jacob Murad portrayed
nerdy, insecure Dennis. What a
transformation and what a truly
hysterical performance!
If you’re looking for a night
of fun and laughter, look no
further than Marquee Theatrical
Productions’ hilarious rendition
of All Shook Up! The run continues
November 23-26 at the Newmarket
Theatre. Tickets are available
at www.newtix.ca or by phone at 905953-5122. Congratulations to all
involved in this great show! I sure
did feel the Burning Love

Photo by Stephen Knowles

YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

Supports Local Sports Teams

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

1-888-263-3849
1-800-465-0411

MCALPINEFORD.COM

905-841-0800
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15900 Bayview Avenue, Aurora

NoTax



Friday, Nov. 24th
On Home, Electronics, Toys, Baby, Floral,
Health & Beauty Department and Joe Fresh®Apparel.

1 KG

PC®
old fashion bacon
20308197001

900 g

FRIDAY ONLY!

PC® BBQ chicken
20252014

LIMIT 4

4

98

FRIDAY ONLY!

7

97

EA

OVER LIMIT PAY 12.99 EA

green or red
seedless grapes

LIMIT 6

product of U.S.A., no. 1 grade
20159199001

1

98

2,500

LB

4.37/kg

PC®
chicken wings or PC®
Asian hors d’oeuvre
collection

Cracker Barrel cheese bars 400/460 g
or shredded cheese
250-320 g, selected varieties
20549948

EA

OVER LIMIT PAY 7.58 EA

PC® or PC® Blue Menu®
entrées
selected varieties,
frozen, 1.81/2.27 kg
20134930

SAVE UP TO 2.01

12

98

00

EA

500

4

98

2,500

selected varieties, frozen, 700-907 g
20507485

11

EA

EA

2,500
12=18 ROLLS

PC® Max™ paper towel

24 Pack

20971221

Real Canadian natural
spring water 24x500 mL

1

SAVE 1.79

13

20154975

97

98

EA

What do you
Live for?
Do you live for pushing
yourself to your limit, then
push just a little bit harder?

EA

Online shopping,
in-store prices
Start shopping today at superstore.ca

Get a Free 3 Visit Pass now at
goodlifefitness.com/liveforit

ALL

CHECKOUT LANES
OPEN GUARANTEED*
SATURDAY + SUNDAY 10AM - 6PM

*Unless we are unable to
due to unforeseen
technical difficulties

Guaranteed Lowest Prices
Show us a lower advertised price on
an identical item and we’ll match it*.

Prices and coupons effective from Thursday, November 23rd to Wednesday, November 29th, 2017 unless otherwise stated. Store open 7am-11pm, 7 days a week.
Quantities and/or selection of items may be limited and may not be available in all stores. No rainchecks. No substitutions on clearance items or where quantities are advertised as limited. Advertised regular pricing and product selection (flavour, colour, patterns, style) may vary by store location. We reserve the right to limit quantities to
reasonable family requirements. We are not obligated to sell items based on errors or misprints in typography or photography. Pricing: All references to any savings claims (ie. “Save”, “Was”, “1/2 Price”, etc.) is in comparison to our lowest regular retail prices at Real Canadian Superstore locations in Ontario. Savings on items shown may
vary in each store location. Applicable taxes, deposits, or environmental surcharges are extra. No sales to retail outlets. Coupons must be presented and redeemed at time of purchase. ®/™The trade-marks, service marks and logos displayed in this flyer are trade-marks of Loblaws Inc. and others. All rights reserved. © 2017 Loblaws Inc.
Please recycle. *GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES applies only to our major supermarket competitor’s print advertisements in Ontario (i.e. flyer, newspaper). We will match the competitor’s advertised price only during the effective date of the competitor’s print or official digital advertisement, proof of purchase such as a receipt from a
supermarket competitor will not be matched. Our major supermarket competitors are determined solely by us and are based on a number of factors which can change from time to time. Identical items are defined as same brand, item type (in the case of unbranded produce, meat and bakery), size and attributes and
carried at this store location. We will not match competitor’s private label offers on non-identical brands, “spend x get x”, “Free”, “Clearance”, discounts obtained through loyalty programs, or offers related to our third party operations (post office, gas bars, dry cleaners, etc.). We reserve the right to cancel or change the
terms of this promise at any time.
superstore.ca | Customer Relations: 1-866-596-RCSS (7277) | Please see in-store or online for your particular store’s hours.

this product contains
post consumer recycled
paper and is printed using
vegetable-based inks

this product contains
post consumer recycled
paper and is printed using
vegetable-based inks

Facebook “f ” Logo

CMYK / .eps

Facebook “f ” Logo

CMYK / .eps

NO TAX - 1 Day Only Friday Nov. 24th We pay the HST on Home, Electronics, Toys, Baby, Floral, Health & Beauty Department and Joe Fresh® Apparel in Ontario excluding our Thunder Bay location. Offer valid at participating stores only. No rainchecks issued for taxable items
during this promotion. We reserve the right to limit purchase quantities to reasonable family requirements. Does not apply to prior purchases. EXCLUDES OPTICAL & READING GLASSES, PRESCRIPTIONS, OVER-THE-COUNTER PRODUCTS, ENVIRONMENTAL FEES & TAXES.
this product contains post consumer
recycled paper and is printed
using vegetable-based inks
ce produit est imprimé
à l'encre végétale sur du papier
recyclé après consommation

this product contains post consumer
recycled paper and is printed
using vegetable-based inks
ce produit est imprimé
à l'encre végétale sur du papier
recyclé après consommation
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Letters to Soldiers campaign triples down
on Christmas goal
By Brock Weir
Last year, she set a target of 2,000 and
hit 6,500. Now, Dianne Harrison has
upped the ante.
The Aurora woman who, for the last
several years, has been spearheading
a wide-ranging campaign encouraging
people to take a moment out of their day
to send a Christmas card to a Canadian
serviceperson overseas, has set a goal
of 3,000 cards this year.
That’s the goal; the hope, however, is
crossing the 9,000 mark and they need
your help.
Brightly
wrapped
boxes
are
positioned in a number of locations
throughout the community including
Town Hall, the Stronach Aurora
Recreation Complex, Aurora Family
Leisure Complex, and Northridge
Community Church, among others,

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE
BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,
WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted
legal advice since 1983

just waiting to accept your cards and
some of them are already groaning
under the weight of community efforts.
By Friday, they were just 900 cards shy
of their first 3,000 hurdle.
“Last year was such a success,” says
Ms. Harrison. “So many people, from
Nova Scotia to Calgary, took part and
having tripled our goal, one of our
grandchildren said, ‘I think you should
triple your goal this year. “
Ms. Harrison firmly believes it is our
duty as Canadians “to remember those
who are fighting for our country and
our freedom” and this year’s significant
anniversaries make this reflection all
the more poignant.
“People are remembering we’re
lucky to have our freedom with
everything that is happening around
the world,” she says. “Our guys and
girls are out there fighting for these
countries and keeping us safe. I think
it is about time we take the blinders off
and realise that we’re a pretty special
people, a wonderful country, and it is
because of our military and we have to
remember them.”
Since launching the 2017 Christmas
Card Drive at the start of the month,
Ms. Harrison has been hard at work
visiting a number of local schools –
ranging from Aurora High School, to
King City Secondary School, to Sir
William Mulock Secondary School
in Newmarket, to feeder schools in
between – to spread this message.
So far, some schools and nursing
homes have produced over 200 cards a
piece and they just continue to roll in.
“When we get the cards, they are all
so exciting,” she says. “When people
see boxes in public buildings, they read
the instructions and take the project
on knowing that they can make a
difference. If everyone took on just one
card, it would be big. Maybe the person
who receives your card might be the
only card they receive for Christmas.
“The soldiers love knowing that
we care about them. So many times
people hear back. Even if the card is

Aurora’s Dianne Harrison is distributing these boxes around Town to collect letters to soldiers.
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

from a little kid with just scribbles, it
is still something. Some people say you
shouldn’t do that, but how do you know
that the soldier on the other end doesn’t
have a toddler back at home, and all of
a sudden, when they open it up, it just
touches their heart because it might
be just what their own child is doing at
home?”
Cards must be placed in one of the
receiving boxes, or picked up by Ms.
Harrison by December 4, a week later
than last year’s deadline. Last year,
the Christmas Card program relied on
Canada Post and, at the eleventh hour
they refused to take the letters until a
last minute intervention by the local
MP’s office. This year, the letters will
be in safe hands – picked up in person

EMPOWERING
FUTURE GLOBAL LEADERS

Pickering College’s Global Leadership Program strikes the ideal balance between
challenging students to develop critical thinking and real-world life skills that can be
applied to their university career and beyond. As a result of their studies, students
develop valuable skills, including:
•

advanced academic ability

•

leadership and mentorship

•

time management and self-reliance

•

•

strong research and writing

dialogue, communication and
presentation

•

critical thinking abilities

•

design, invent and problem
solve

by a soldier from CFB Borden who
will take them directly to Belleville for
distribution.
“As soon as we’re done we’ll start
working on our list for next year and
asking people what we should do for
2018,” says Ms. Harrison. “Next year
I would like to start at the beginning
of October. I try to start it close to
Remembrance Day but I think you have
to hit it at the beginning of October
planting the seed to let them know what
we’re doing.”
For more information on the
program, or to arrange a collection
box for your own organization, club or
business, contact Dianne Harrison at
bdharrison2012@gmail.com.

Call now to register:
905-895-1700 ext. 259

SPEND-A-HALF DAY
Friday, December 8
Your child (Grade 2-11) can spend the morning
at PC — attend class, meet our teachers and
join us for lunch!

All Pickering College students – from JK to Grade 12 – benefit from an immersed
program that prepares and inspires students to make a difference in the world as
ethical, compassionate and values-based decision-makers.

Learning For Life. Creating The Future.

905-895-1700 ext. 259 admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca
Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/discoverPC
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Aurora firefighter to be honoured by Governor General
By Brock Weir
Aurora resident Larry Martin is
slated to be among 11 firefighters
honoured by Governor General Julie
Payette on Thursday with the Medal
of Bravery.

MARKET
MUSINGS
Jan Freedman

The first Indoor Market of the fall is
behind us and now we’re gearing up for
the second one on November 25.
We’d like to thank our vendor, David
Heard, for being such a wonderful DJ
on November 11. He gave an amazing,
heartfelt speech honouring the lives of
the brave and heroic Canadian soldiers
who dedicated themselves to protecting
the values and freedoms we hold so
dear. He also played the Canadian
anthem just after 11 am as a tribute to
our veterans.
During the rest of our time at the
Armoury, David played a thoroughly
enjoyable selection of memorable
tunes, which brought out the dancing
spirit in a number of people. Thank you,
David, for contributing to making our
first Indoor Market a day to remember.
One of the new vendors at the Indoor
Market is a bakery, Ginger’s Cupcakes
and Desserts, which is relatively new to
Aurora. While the bakery is new to the
Market, the person representing it at
the Market is no longer new to us.
She is the delightful Sarah Salomons
of Cherrylane Farm who sells her
delicious
Dutch
Pofferjies
and
Cherrylane’s sour cherry concentrate,
dried cherries and chocolate covered
cherries at the Outdoor Market.
The two ladies behind the bakery
are Anna, who started the bakery and
Amanda, who joined Anna about 2 ½
years ago. Here is a brief description of
each of them.
Anna started Ginger’s Cupcakes and
Desserts in Richmond Hill a little over
five years ago after recognizing that
there was a gap in the nut-free bakery
market. She was born and grew up in
Montana in the United States. She spent
a lot of time baking with her mother
and grandmother and attributes her
love of baking to those early years.
She attended Culinary School in
the U.S. Family is very important to
Anna who has been married for over
ten years and has two children. In her
spare time she loves to rock climb and
is part of the Richmond Hill Ki-Aikido
Club. Anna’s nickname of “Ginger”,
because of her red hair, is responsible
for the bakery’s name.
Amanda began working at the bakery
about 2 ½ years ago. Then, about one
year later, the shop in Richmond Hill
became so busy that Anna invited
Amanda to join her in the business so
they could expand.
Amanda grew up in Peterborough
with her mom, dad, and two sisters.
She, too, grew up baking with her mom,
grandma and great grandma.
Amanda attended Culinary and
Pastry School where she refined her
baking techniques. She loves to spend
time with her family. She also likes to
travel to new places and always searches
out the local bakeries and coffee shops
to see what goodies they offer.
The Aurora branch of Ginger’s
Cupcakes and Desserts offers a variety
of nut-free desserts for sale as well as
accepting custom cake orders, their
specialty. The bakery also sells coffee
and savoury items with a sit down area
where they can be enjoyed.
Do stop by their table at the Indoor
Market to sample some of their
wonderful offerings. Sarah will have
some of Cherrylane’s cherry products
available as well.
At our next Indoor Market on
November 25, our music will be
provided by Aurora’s own “Willin’
and Abel” band coming to us in
partnership with The Aurora Blues
Festival people. The Aurora Farmers’
Market and Artisan Fair want to thank
Jamie MacDonald and his team for
their generosity in helping to arrange
our musical entertainment on several
occasions this year at both Indoor and
Outdoor Markets.
See you at the Indoor Market!

The firefighters’ citation stems
from their bravery following a
Mississauga explosion in 2014.
“On April 23, 2014, paramedics
Ean Smith and Eryn Smith, as
well as firefighters Matt Attwell,
Brian Chapman, Anthony Colabufalo,
Bruce Hicks, Larry Martin, Marcus
Middleton, Travis Robbins, Daryl Roy
and Derek Wilson, were instrumental

in the rescue of three firefighters
injured in a warehouse explosion in
Mississauga,” reads their citation.
“A violent blast inside the
warehouse caused a wall to collapse,
burying the firefighters under the
rubble. The remaining firefighters
either had their breathing apparatus
blown off by the explosion or had to
remove them after quickly running
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out of
oxygen. Despite flying
debris, heavy smoke and secondary
explosions, the firefighters and
paramedics combined their efforts to
recover their injured colleagues, and
moved them away from the intense
heat and flames to safety.”
In all, the Governor General is
expected to present 41 Decorations
for Bravery at Rideau Hall.

Page 14

THE AURORAN, Thursday, November 23, 2017

YOU HAVE THE POWER
TO GIVE CARE CLOSE TO HOME.

NOVEMBER 28th IS GIVING TUESDAY!

Use your holiday purchasing power
to help transform lives, right here
in our community.

DONATE TODAY
southlakefoundation.ca/givingtuesday
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WE DON’T BREW
OUR BEER FOR
THE AWARDS.
BUT HE DOES!
Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue
his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s
prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would
drive his signature brewing style.
He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to
Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors.
He came home to Canada for Hockley.
You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen
Brewmaster

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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The 2018s are here!
LEASE PAYMENTS INCLUDE FREIGHT AND PDI. EXCLUDES LICENCE AND HST. DEALER ORDER/TRADE MAY BE NECESSARY.
Limited time lease offers available through Honda Financial Services Inc. (HFS), to qualified retail customers on approved credit. Weekly payments include freight and PDI (ranges from $1,595 to $1,725 depending on model), tire & environmental fee ($17.50), A/C charge ($100), and OMVIC fee ($10). Taxes, licence, insurance
and registration are extra. ΩRepresentative weekly lease example: 2018 Accord LX-HS Sedan 6MT (Model CV1E1JE) // 2018 Civic LX Sedan 6MT (Model FC2E5JE) // 2018 CR-V LX 2WD CVT (Model RW1H3JES) on a 60-month term with 260 weekly payments at 3.99% // 3.99% // 3.99% lease APR. Weekly payment is $81.91
// $62.82 // $81.91 with $0 down or equivalent trade-in and $100 // $240 // $85 total lease incentive included. Down payments, $0 security deposit and first weekly payments due at lease inception. Total lease obligation is $21,296.98 // $16,333.61 // $21,296.57. 120,000 kilometre allowance; charge of $0.12/km for excess
kilometres. PPSA lien registration fee of $45.93 and lien registering agent’s fee of $5.65, due at time of delivery are not included. For all offers: licence, insurance, PPSA, other taxes (including HST) and excess wear and tear are extra. Taxes payable on full amount of purchase price. Offers only valid for Ontario residents at
participating Ontario Honda Dealers. Dealer may lease for less. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. Colour availability may vary by dealer. Vehicles and accessories are for illustration purposes only. Offers, prices and features subject to change without notice. See your Ontario Honda Dealer or visit HondaOntario.com for full details.
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Tigers keeping pace in the OJHL North division
By Jake Courtepatte
With a pair of points each over a week’s
worth of action for both the Aurora Tigers
and Newmarket Hurricanes, the Canes
remain a step above in the OJHL’s North
division standings.
Aurora was able to trounce the Whitby
Fury 5 – 0 at home on Friday before falling
4 – 1 to the powerhouse Toronto Patriots
on the road on Saturday.
Tiger fans saw a whopping total of 58
shots hit the Whitby net in Friday’s action
at the Aurora Community Centre, though
Whitby’s Luke Pearson stopped all 14 he
saw in the first period.
Aurora finally broke open the scoring
in the second, with Rizvan Mansurov,
Tyler Davis, and Brock Welsh finding the
back of the net, before Luca Esposito and
Marcelo Pericao added another two in the
third.
Bradley Van Schubert picked up his
third shutout in sixteen games.
Riding their fifth win in the last seven
games, the Tigers met some of the league’s
hottest scorers in a trip to Toronto on
Saturday night.
After Tiger captain Jake Bricknell was
stopped early by a highlight reel dive from
goalie Tyler Fassl, OJHL leading scorer
Andrew Petrucci opened the scoring
shortly after with a rebound opportunity
on the powerplay.

Oliver Benwell capitalized in all alone
before the end of the period, before
Michael Boushy scored the only goal of
the second to give Toronto a 3 – 0 lead.
Luca Esposito tipped a Matthew
Ferrari point shot just over seven minutes
into the final frame to cut the lead to two,
though Brett Bannister provided the only
other offense of the period for the Patriots
for a 4 – 1 final score.
The win was Toronto’s league-leading
nineteenth of the season.
“We just stuck to the system,” said
Boushy. “We knew they were a good team
coming in, but everything went well.”
Adding insult to injury for Aurora is the
loss of veteran forward Tyler Davis for the
next two games, assessed a misconduct in
Saturday’s action for head contact.
That means almost two weeks of
missed action for Davis, as the Tigers only
game of the week falls on Friday at the
Aurora Community Centre against the
division rival Markham Royals.
The Royals sit two points back of the
13-8-1-1 Tigers for second in the North
division, though the Tigers have two
games in hand.
The Tigers are three points back of the
Hurricanes for first in the division, who
also went 1 – 1 over the weekend.
For stats, schedules, and more
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

Hemburrow finds her way into
NCAA’s top division in swimming
By Jake Courtepatte

to have sparked interest in a number of
people, with a handful of Canadians on
the New Mexico State swim team.
“Something like going to Canadian
trials may not be possible with other
schools in Division I, but I think because
the coach is Canadian, if I can make
Canadian trials every year it might be
something they can help out with,” said
Hemburrow.
“Some universities don’t take their
international students to their individual
trials, it’s just based off of the US trials,
but he’s one of the few in the universities
that would show interest.”
Hemburrow is looking forward to the
high-tech equipment, both in the weight
room and in the state-of-the-art 50-metre
pool on campus, to achieve her dreams of
one day making Olympic trials.
She grew up swimming with the
Newmarket Stingrays.

Laura Hemburrow had to wade
through dozens of suitors to find the right
school for her in the NCAA’s Division I
program.
Pardon the pun, but it is pretty
impressive.
The Aurora swimmer officially signed
her letter of intent last Wednesday to hit
the pool for the New Mexico State Aggies
in September, one of the top schools in
American college swimming.
“In March and April, she was up to
around thirty schools looking at her,” said
Hemburrow’s mother Tanya. “By around
mid-summer Lauren narrowed it down to
about ten.”
Though receiving offers from some of
the most prolific schools in the NCAA, it
was a combination of the academics, the
team vibe, and the team’s head coach after
meeting them during a recruiting trip
that brought Hemburrow to her decision.
“I just had that feeling, like I just
wanted to go there, as soon as I got on
campus,” said Hemburrow. “I still had
more recruiting trips lined up but I knew
this was the place.”
An all-girls swimming team, a rarity
in college sports, was a drawing point for
Hemburrow.
“You get more focus on you and your
team with an all-girls team, it just seemed
like a good fit,” said Hemburrow.
With aspirations of Olympic swimming
in her future sights, it was also the
nationality of the coach that really caught
Hemburrow’s eye: like her, and few others
in the top division of American college
athletics, he is a Canadian.
“That was one of the [dealmakers],”
said Tanya. “When I got the call, and Lauren Hemburrow and her mom Tanya celebrate
(Lauren) was like ‘mom, the coach is Lauren’s signing of her letter of intent to swim for
the New Mexico State Aggies in September.
Canadian.”
Auroran Sports Basebar 2017_Layout 1 2017-01-10 11:31 AM Page 1
Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
Coach Rick Pratt’s nationality seems

Aurora’s Christopher Giroday plays the puck in the corner against the Toronto Patriots on Saturday in the
Tigers’ 4 - 1 loss at Westwood Arena.
Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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York Region District School Board

Public Information Session
French Immersion Boundary for Aurora High School
York Region District School Board will host a Public Information Session to share
information regarding a proposed secondary school French Immersion boundary change for
students residing in the Oak Ridges community of Richmond Hill who will enter the French
Immersion program in September 2019.

Public Information Meeting:

Meeting will be held at:

December 13, 2017
Presentation at 7:00 p.m.
Question period to follow

King City Secondary School
2001 King Road
King City, ON L7B 1K2

For further information, please contact
Planning Services at (416) 969-7170 or (905) 727-0022 Ext. 2424

www.yrdsb.ca

@YRDSB
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Jan 2, 3, 4, 5
Choose Regular
or Hockey Options
Ages 5-12

Online Registration
Available
Not-for-profit,Sports Camp and Retreat Facility. Founded in 1967, specializing in horses,
hockey and outdoor adventure programs, school groups, sports teams, corporate
meetings and retreat groups of various kinds.

Teen Ranch 519-941-4501
www.teenranch.com
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Aurora Sports Hall of Fame recalls former national sport with induction
By Jake Courtepatte
Aurora’s sporting community was
reminded at the annual Hall of Fame
induction dinner that neither hockey
nor lacrosse was Canada’s leading
sport a century ago.
The Auroran touched last week on

two new inductee’s into the Aurora
Sports Hall of Fame’s hallowed halls,
former NHLers Mike Palmateer and
Bob Wall.
This week, cricket pioneer William
Fleury, and Canadian swimming legend
Dan Thompson, share the spotlight in
rounding out the 2017 class of Aurora’s
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most celebrated athletes and coaches.
David Fleury, the grandson of Mr.
Fleury, acknowledged the long lineage
of his grandfather and thanked the
induction committee while donning the
green sweater.
“Billy Fleury, or W.J. as we called
him, would be so honoured to be here,”
said David Fleury.
Mr. Fleury was nominated for the
Hall by Shawna White, the curator and
director of the Aurora museum, who
saw in Mr. Fleury a pioneering athlete
in what was then Canada’s national
sport.
“It’s so important to keep alive our
shared history,” said Fleury. “Aurora
can be so proud of this Hall and the
members in it and I’m incredibly proud
for my grandfather to be one of them.”
Leading the Canadian national
cricket team in multiple important
matchups in Europe in the late 1880s
and early 1900s, Mr. Fleury’s legacy was
cemented by his family and friends who
attended the ceremony in his honour.
“I stand here not as an athlete, but
as a historian,” said David Fleury. “I
care about preserving history, I believe
it enriches our presence, and the fact
we’re speaking about my grandfather
while we bring something that was
completely
gone
from
Aurora’s
history…and suddenly here we are
bringing something to life that was
gone is great.”
Mr. Fleury finished his storied
cricket career at 45, before settling
down and having children.
“This honour would completely
astound my grandfather, though I never
knew him.”
Yet from stories and history lessons
David and the Fleury family have
learned Mr. Fleury was “definitely a
party animal,” with David claiming if
his grandfather was at the ceremony
he would “be in a three-piece suit with
spats on, a collar that attached to the
back of his jacket, his hair would be
immaculate, he’d have a pocket watch

and he’d smell like pipe tobacco.”
“He’d be the first to leap up here and
take his adoration.”
With numerous Aurora landmarks
bearing the Fleury name, Mr. Fleury
is the first ASHoF inductee to have a
background in the 1800s.
“It’s unbelievable that hockey was
not our national sport,” said David
Fleury. “Aurora, Newmarket, Holland
Landing, Richmond Hill, they all had
cricket teams. Kids played cricket when
they were little in school. It’s partly our
British heritage.”
Dan Thompson, the fourth and
final inductee, also got the chance to
represent the red and white on the
Canadian national swim team, though
his Olympic dreams were cut short by
a boycott.
His athletic aspirations started at
a late age, recalling coming off of a
Toronto golf course one day at the age
of sixteen and being asked to swim
some races.
“I came off the golf course, and was
recruited to country club swimming,”
said Mr. Thompson. “That was how the
journey began.”
“My dad simply said ‘son, make sure
you follow your passion’. And it was
good advice. It just took a long time to
figure out what my passion was.”
Thompson, with multiple gold
medals from the Commonwealth Games
as well as swimming records at various
age levels, joined the Aurora Masters
Ducks in 2007 and continues to push the
limits to this day.
“If you want to learn how to swim
in the Town of Aurora and in a fun
environment, the Ducks are the place to
be,” said Mr. Thompson, acknowledging
the “gaggle of Ducks” at a table in the
back of the room.
After thanking his family and
friends, Mr. Thompson gave a special
shout out to the Town of Aurora.
“It’s a community that’s so
welcoming,
and
encouraging
to
athletes.”
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Winning athletes stress
importance of teamwork
By Brock Weir
Local
athletes
are
stressing
the importance of teamwork and
leadership in sport, having brought
home the hardware at this month’s
Athletics Awards at Pickering College.
Emma Kerswell and Adam Murphy
are two of five Aurora students
honoured by the school for their
prowess on the court and on the field.
Kerswell’s role as co-captain of the
school’s Senior Girls’ Basketball Team
secured her the Coach’s Award.
“I have been going to Pickering for
11 years and been playing sports since
Grade 4,” explains Emma. “I grew up
playing basketball and it comes very
naturally to me. I know for some people
it can be very difficult to understand
some of the plays and some of the
skills, so I figured I could help where
I tried. As a captain, that is definitely
a role you fill in different ways and I
think that helped me out in just being
a positive person on the team. Also,
helping from a ‘friend’ perspective is
very important to me in making the
players who are new to the sport feel
comfortable.”
You can’t win any game, let alone
basketball, without teamwork and
helping each other, she says. That
can be as simple as passing a ball or
cheering from the sidelines.
“When you go into a sport, you do
so with the understanding that you
should put your best foot forward
and, of course, once in a while you
do go above and beyond. Whether you
recognize it or not, you are going into
that role and really helping whoever
you are working with.”
The same sentiments hold true for
Grade 11 student Adam Murphy, who
shared MVP honours on the Senior
Boys Soccer Team with his co-captain
Samuel Correa this year.
“Our coach said I won MVP for my
ability to score goals,” says the modest
Murphy, who did not mention that he
was personally responsible for five of
the six goals his team scored in their
championship game at the start of
November.

“I play soccer outside of school as
well and I have never won an MVP
award,” he says. “It meant a lot to me
to be a Grade 11 on the Senior Boys
team with a lot of Grade 12s to win
MVP. It made me feel good. My parents
put me in soccer when I was about five
years old and when I became older and
able to make my own decisions, I kept
enjoying it and playing.
“My brother and sister played soccer
and I think that was an influence with

Students Adam Murphy and Emma Kerswell.
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

me too. The major thing I like about
soccer is you need all the players on
the field to be able to work together.
It is not just about watching goals
happen. I like every good little play
that happens during the game. Nice
passes, long passes, I enjoy watching
and playing everything.”
Although he still has another
full year to go at Pickering College,
Murphy is actively looking for
scholarship opportunities for his postsecondary career, eyeing chances as
varied as the University of Kentucky,
the University of North Carolina, and
various paths in Portugal.
“Pickering College is very inclusive
in its approach to athletics,” says
Pickering College’s Naomi Cote. “There
is a real emphasis on teambuilding
and being good sports and working
together. We’re still very competitive
on our competitive teams, but I think
there is also a real spirit of being team
players and encouraging one another
to do well. The Athletic Awards really
honour that: it goes beyond skills,
recognizing the students’ capabilities
as good teammates.”

Budget targets could create
problem down the road: Gaertner
By Brock Weir
Councillor Wendy Gaertner offered
remaining concerns on the Operating
Budget before talks began on Saturday.
Pegging the potential 3.1 per cent tax
rate increase at the level of inflation
might keep numbers down for taxpayers
in the short term but it could lead
to larger issues down the road, she
contended.
“I know we want to keep the budget
down for our taxpayers, and it is an
election year, but to me it is short sighted
because that means we will be adding
extra budget pressure for whatever
Council sits at that time, so I object to
that,” she said.
These words were objected to by
Councillor Michael Thompson who
chairs Aurora’s Finance Advisory
Committee (FAC).
“This Council has unanimously
adopted a Budget Principles document
that clearly gave staff direction to go
out and deliver a budget that is limited
to the cost of inflation plus one per cent
for capital strategy and that is what
has been done. It was done last year, it
was done this year, and those budget
principles will hold true regardless of
whether it is an election year or not. It is
the direction of this Council and agreed
upon by everyone on this Council and so
staff has gone out and done it.
“At no time has [Town Treasurer Dan]
Elliott, or our CAO Doug Nadorozny
said to the FAC that meeting these
targets year over year is going to create
a service level deficit. They feel quite
confident that they can deliver on those
budget principles. That is also why we
are looking at multiyear budgeting
to ensure that we are managing
those ongoing pressures in a fiscally
responsible way.”
Councillor Gaertner backtracked
on her choice of phrase, but remained
committed in her concerns.
“I appreciate your response and it is
the truth,” she responded to Councillor
Thompson, adding that departmental
budgets should also be pegged to
inflation. “I am sorry if I offended the
Committee. I am just trying to point out
that we are going to be putting extra

stress on the budget for next year because
for staff not to be able to do any of their
services, in keeping with using the rate
of inflation, I don’t understand how it is
even possible and I think it is going to
leave us in a vulnerable position.”
Her words were prompted over a
budget item which will see additional
costs from Aurora’s growing waste and
garbage budget be shouldered by a tax
rate stabilization fund, a use for which,
she said, it was not intended.
“It is not a surprise that our
community is larger and the contract,
therefore, is going to be more expensive.
I do not think it is appropriate that we
use a stabilization fund for a waste
management contract. I know we’re
trying to hold the use increase for the
taxpayer at a certain level but I think
that is a completely inappropriate use.”
According to Mr. Nadorozny, the hit
in the waste contract will only be spread
over two years.
“We had a 10 year contract, it expired,
and this increase was far larger than
anyone anticipated in relation to the
increase and is much bigger than just
the new service area,” he said of growth
in newer parts of Aurora, particularly
2C. “Some think that perhaps the
previous contract operated almost at a
break even and now market forces have
come to bear.”
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WAVES OF THE FUTURE – (Top) STEMbotics presents their new spin on rainwater harvesting.
(Second Row) Holly McClelland with her “flick” app. Thomas Bianco offers the Pump Up -- a spiffy new take
on the humble toothbrush. (Third Row) Saajan and Serena Sethi pitch their InstaHeat concept, which uses
F1 technology to save on household energy bills. (Fourth Row) David Simmons with his innovative pet
bowl. Sharon Trac displays the Tiny House. (Bottom Row) Claire French receives recognition for her solar
powered boat from Mayor Geoff Dawe, Richard Gong of State Farm, Wendy Browne of the Aurora Rotary
Club and Citizen of the Year Peter Van Schaik.
Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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Young inventors solve problems big and small with their
own innovations
By Brock Weir
We’ve all been told at one time or
another that there’s no use crying over
spilled milk. But there’s no use in crying
over spilled water either.
That’s certainly the philosophy of
David Simmons. When his cats developed
the habit of flipping over their water
bowls, making a sloppy mess on the floor,
he took matters into his own hands.
With an assist from his art teacher
mom, the Grade 7 student at St. Joseph
Catholic Elementary School grabbed
a bunch of clay, looked at some of the
pros and cons of other pet bowls on the
market, and sculpted his own solution:
the Untipable, Unspillable Bowl – hand
crafted water bowls, hollowed out and
filled in with sand to weigh them down
against the power of the ficklest of paws.
His heavy water bowl brought him
top honours in the Intermediate division
(ages 12 to 14) at last Wednesday’s Youth
Innovation Fair.
The Youth innovation Fair, hosted by
the Town of Aurora and the Rotary Club
to mark Canada 15, was held at the Aurora
Leisure Complex, attracting dozens of
student innovators from across Aurora –
and even a few from beyond – who were
able to pitch their impressive and practical
innovations to judges Mayor Geoff Dawe,
Citizen of the Year and entrepreneur
Peter Van Schaik, Richard Gong of State
Farm Insurance and Wendy Browne of
the Aurora Rotary Club.
“Our future is solid,” said Mayor
Dawe after interviewing each and every
participant along with the rest of the
judging panel. “We stayed longer at most
of the exhibits than we were supposed to
and we took a long time debating through
the winners and the scoring system we
had.”
The Classy Cyborgs’ winning streak
continued at the Youth Innovation Fair.
Just days after the young innovators
from Lester B. Pearson Public School
scooped a Canada 150 Citizenship Award
medal from Leona Alleslev in the category
of Discovery and Innovation, they took

home first prize as Most Innovative in the
15 – 17 Category.
The group has gained renown for
their Treasure Box Braille Learning
System which pairs computer software
with an external Brailler which allows
individuals to more easily learn the
alphabet and basic math to those who are
visually impaired but can’t read Braille.
Representing the team at the Youth
innovation Fair were Sebastian Villate,
James Andrade and Sammy Emamian.
Honourable mentions in the 15 – 17
category went to Sharon Trac, a Grade
12 student at Aurora High School
(Community Leadership) and the team of
Serena and Saajan Sethi (Eco Friendly)
Trac’s innovation was less of a
personal innovation than a pitch for the
future, extolling the virtues of the “Tiny
House” movement which encourages
people to live on a much smaller footprint
in a “tiny” house which, thanks to design
innovations, can be deceptively spacious.
“You can own a house from a very
young age and they are so eco friendly,”
she explained. “It’s just great for the
community and the earth in general.”
Serena and Saajan – hailing from
Country Day School and St. Andrew’s
College respectively – pitched Instant
Heat, a way to store heat leftover in your
oven to help pre-heat it for the next round,
saving time and energy costs.
“When an F1 car brakes, the heat
created is usually wasted in every other
car, but in that form of car, the heat is
stored and [used] to make car go faster,”
said Saajan. “The driver presses a button
and that heat is put towards the energy
to make your car go faster. We have used
the same idea. You press a remote and the
heat is released and the pre-heating time
is cut by half.”
Added Serena, noting that the heat can
be stored up to three days: “Not only is it
saving you time, but it is also saving you
money because you’re creating less heat
and cutting your energy bill.”
In addition to David Simmons in
the Intermediate category, honourable
mentions were shared by students

THINGS

YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25

The Aurora Community Band will host
their annual Holiday market today at the
Aurora Cultural Centre. The sixth annual
event features local artisans selling their
wares while shoppers are entertained by
the Aurora Community Band and several
smaller musical ensembles. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

****

SANTA UNDER THE STARS: Join the
Town of Aurora at the Santa Under the Stars
Parade taking place tonight from 6 – 8 p.m.
on Yonge Street. The parade route starts on
Yonge St at Orchard Heights and goes south
to Murray Drive. Food Donations for the
Aurora Pantry and letters for Santa will be
collected along the route before the parade
begins. For more details please visit aurora.
ca/santaparade.

****

Complimentary hot chocolate on the
veranda at Hillary House from 6 – 8 p.m.!
Warm up with a cup during the Santa Under
the Stars Parade. 15372 Yonge Street, Aurora.
905-727-8991.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28

The Canadian Federation Of University
Women (CFUW) meets tonight at the Royal
Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Pkwy
N. CFUW is empowering women’s lives
through friendship, education, outreach
and advocacy. This month, Jocelyn Palm,
Director of Glen Bernard Camp will be
speaking on the topic of “Girls Summer
Camping, Revitalizing a Tradition”. Doors
open at 7 pm for meeting at 7:30. Bring any
of those hotel toiletries hanging out in
your cupboard for an outreach programme
for some of the disadvantaged in York
Region! There will also be a raffle for many
gift baskets. Proceeds go to support
our bursaries. ANY Woman is welcome
regardless of education.

NOVEMBER 30 – DECEMBER 9

Theatre Aurora presents Ken Ludwig’s
The Game’s Afoot (or Holmes for the
Holidays) at various dates and times
between November 30 and December 9. What
are the holidays without a little murder?
Kick off your holiday season with this laugh
out loud farcical murder mystery. For more
information, and tickets, call 905-727-3669 or
visit www.theatreaurora.com.

NOVEMBER 30 – DECEMBER 30

1917: Canada Comes of Age – A multiartist, two city painting exhibition at the
Aurora Cultural Centre that looks back
at the year 1917: 50 years removed from
Confederation and 50 years before the
glorious summer of ’67 in Montreal, 1917
was the year of the crucible. It was a coming
of age story. Curated by brothers Dave and
Ross Rheaume, artists from Ottawa and
Toronto will tell the story of milestones in
history, medicine, art/science and sports,

arts and entertainment. Opening Reception:
Thursday, December 7 from 6 – 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2

Light of Christ C.E.S. hosts a Christmas
Bazaar today from 9 – 3 p.m. with 30+
Vendors! Something for everyone; from
stocking stuffers, clothing, decorative goods,
educational games, beauty needs, and much,
much more! Complete your Christmas
shopping in one day! Live entertainment
too! Melodie Italiane will be performing
at 11:30am; an Italian folk Choir that has
performed all over York Region, yearly on
Chin TV & festivals from Niagara - Midland
area. Plus talented student performers and
more!

****

Richmond Hill United Church is pleased
to present acclaimed guitarist Liona Boyd in
concert with Andrew Dolson for “A Winter
Fantasy”, at 7:30 p.m. Special guests are
flautist, Ron Korb and the Richmond Hill
United Church Chancel Choir. The evening
will be filled with the uplifting and touching
sounds of both holiday and Canadian
music. Tickets are available through the
church office, 905 884-1301 Ext. 5, or online
at richmondhill.snapd.com. The church is
located at 10201 Yonge St, Richmond Hill.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3

Christmas Fun at Hillary House: Enjoy
light refreshments as Christmas music fills
the beautifully decorated Hillary House.
Have photos taken with St. Nick, enjoy
children’s crafts, and shop in the Gift Shop
for gifts and decor. Many unique glass and
china items are available along with new
and used books. Art at the Manor 2017 will
be at Hillary House as well. $5 per adult, $3
per child.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9

The
Aurora
Senior
Association’s
Evergreen Choir warmly invites you to come
and enjoy their annual Christmas concert
“I Hear the Bells” under the direction of
Dr. Richard Heinzle at 1.30 p.m. Tickets are
$5.00, with children under 14 free, but with
a ticket. Light refreshments will be served
at intermission. This concert is always fun
for the choir and for the audience, with singa-longs, solos and duets and special guests.
The Aurora Seniors’ Centre is located at 90
John West Way. For more information, call
905-726-4767.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10

The Aurora United Church Choir and
Handbell Ensembles invite you to Carols by
Candlelight: A Canadian Christmas today
at 4 p.m. and 7.30 p.m. at Trinity Anglican
Church (79 Victoria Street). Come early and
join in the Christmas spirit with the singing
of carols, featuring special guest trumpeter
Tim Birtch. Freewill offering. The audience
will have a chance to sing and refreshments
will be served after each performance.

Ada Li and Christine Xue with their
education app, and a team with a new
spin on rainwater harvesting – upturned
umbrellas and automated self-watering
mechanisms, accepted by Dylan Ireland,
Brendan Ireland, Rik Bidani, Luke Ivic,
Kenny Huang, Eric Xia, Matthew Comsa,
Charley Leite, and Dennis Barabanov.
Taking home top honours in the Junior
9 to 11 category was Thomas Bianco, a
student at Pickering College, with his
toothpaste dispensing tooth brush, with
honourable mentions going to Holly
McClelland, with her app providing
financial and retail incentives for energy
conservation, and Claire French for their
solar powered boat.
“I first thought of this idea while
brushing my teeth. Normally when I
brush my teeth I put my toothpaste on
the tooth brush and it slipped right off.
My bristles were wet and it fell right
off every single day and got really
annoying,” said Thomas, showing off
his toothbrush which employs the same
twist dial mechanism as in a deodorant
container. “It uses a corkscrew motion
that pushes the paste through the tube
and, as you twist, it pushes it up and onto
the bristles.”
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Parking at the Back

INDIAN CUISINE
Executive Lunch
& Combos

Starting
from

$7

• Thai • Combos
• Biryani • Stuff Naan
• Roti • Chai • Coffee
905.503.4600

CROSSWORD
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Aurora’s
At Your Service

OPEN

DIRECTORY

FOR
BUSINESS

Who does
whatInterior
in our
community
Exceptional
Decoration
and
AIRPORT LIMO

Shirley Jean Limousine

Complete Room Projects

HR
Book Your

DIRECTORY

FREE

Classic Limousine Service

Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Mobile: 289-221-0030
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Staging Services Tailored For You
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Space
Planning
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CONSULTATION
Seniors Discount
Today

NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS
14800 Yonge St. Aurora ON (No Frills & Staples Plaza)

• Full & Partial Dentures
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RoomProjects
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As Promised’
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‘Meticulous’
‘Meticulous’
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Why take a chance...

‘Budget
Conscious’
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& Dependable’
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‘Budget‘Reliable
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go with who you know!

(905) 841-6243

www.mollymaid.ca
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‘Highly
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Interior
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CALL TODAY

bring this flyer to receive a free week of Karate lessons!

aurora@northernkarate.com
905-726-8886
aurora@northernkarate.com

MOVING
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Certified Interior
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• Heated Units
• Packaging & Storage
Supplies (Buy or Rent)
• 24 Hr Monitored Security
• Video Surveillance
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage

Staging

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING
‘Professional’

‘Amazing Transformation’
‘Reliable & Dependable’

‘Delivered As Promised’
‘Meticulous’

Zonta

SUNSET BEECH
‘Budget Conscious’

‘Highly Recommend’

Landscaping
& Renovating

TREE

Lisa Cleary

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406

www.acmovingstorage.ca

Certified Interior Decorator

289 338 4696 | LisaCleary14@hotmail.com
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•
washrooms
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•
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•
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porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens

CONTRACTOR
J.N.H. CONTRACTING

BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide.

Joe Harrison

FencingH a m n e t t I n t e r i o r s . c a
Decking
Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens
Pruning • Removals

CARE

(647) 668 4949

zlr.ca

SERVING KING CITY & SURROUNDING AREAS INCLUDING GTA

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

PAINTING
Residential / Commercial

• interlock/pavers
• decks/fences
• retaining walls
• natural stone
• flagstone
• bobcat services
Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

rhinorestorations@gmail.com

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

CREMATION
10% OFF
goods and services
if you bring in this ad

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

DECKS

DECKS

Proudly serving York Region

by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail
{wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

See the difference 32
35 years of experience makes

3 Years Written Warranty

Benjamin Moore Paint

905-773-7466 Toll Free 1-855-525-3271
Call today for your FREE quote!

905-841-8949
416-520-6252

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

We specialize in Insurance claims

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE
ESTIMATES

25 yrs. experience

Consulting • Bracing • EAB

1 (800) 295 0971

• Concrete Work • Waterproofing
• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Window Repair/Replacement
• Doors • Demolition • Garbage Clean Up
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

PAINTING

12+ Years Experience

FREE
ESTIMATES

www.everlastpainters.ca

416-892-1805

3 Years

Written Warranty

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES
• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL
INSTALLATIONS
SERVICE • DELIVERY

866-952-0146

CARLINg PROPANE INC.

Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

This could be
your spot

SKYLIGHTS

Call to advertise:
905-727-3300 x 102

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time,
but if you want to be there
when they do...
Advertise in Aurora’s
At Your Service Directory

905-727-3300 Ext. 102

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

Call Joe at any time 416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

INC.

www.brightskylights.ca

WATER

• FREE WATER TEST

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

Call Today

905-751-0845

reverse osmosis water.
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Talks on new rec centre set for November 30
From page 7
study and Municipal Energy Plan.”
Community
stakeholders
–
namely Aurora’s sports community
– had a chance to weigh in on the new
recreation facility at a Town Hall
meeting on Monday night where they
sounded off on what they would like
to see in a new space. Presented by
Al Downey, Aurora’s newly minted
Director of Operations, which includes
large parts of his previous portfolio as
Director of Parks and Recreation, there
were a number of suggestions brought
forward.
Members of the public can also
weigh in at a meeting of the Parks &
Recreation Advisory Committee next
Thursday, November 30, at 7.30 p.m. at
Town Hall.
At last week’s Council meeting,
lawmakers focused largely on repairs
to existing infrastructure, particularly
roads.
“When we had the flood [this
summer], we had a car swimming at
Industrial, and Yonge and Wellington
was flooded west of Wellington, flooded
on Orchard Heights, is there anything

in the money that we’re putting in the
budget that is going to address the
flooding issues that we had so we don’t
have them again?” asked Councillor
Wendy Gaertner.
This, said Director of Planning
Marco Ramunno, was a “difficult”
question to answer at the meeting as he
didn’t have all the information before
him, but he said repairs are in the
works to improve underground storm
sewers.
“We are trying to prevent any future
flooding but this past summer we did
have some extreme events,” he said. “I
think we were fortunate that within the
Town only a couple of pockets really
experienced flooding and, [in] some
of the newer areas, the storm water
management systems really held up
and did their job and we didn’t see much
in the way of flooding. We’re always
looking at…making improvements to
avoid those issues down the road.”
Councillor Gaertner, however, said
she had her reservations.
“I think we need to put some money
into this because it is going to be
progressively worse a problem.”
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From page 10

tio Doors*

ADES*
FREE UPGRinformation
Call for

Councillors question growing
number of events
Strategic Plan, and especially our
Cultural Master Plan, is encouraging
that we increase and promote new
events.”
These numbers will be presented to
Council in the weeks ahead, said CAO
Doug Nadorozny.
“It was felt that if we’re moving
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*Sale ends Nov 30th 2017

forward with a plan to do another
significant event that we would at least
like to get an opportunity to present to
Council the staff required for all these
special events so you can [consider] that
in your deliberations and determine
whether or not you would like to see
extra resources added to these areas to
support these special events.”

Aurora’s Only Window & Door Company
240 Industrial Parkway S, Unit 1, Aurora, On, L4G 3V6

LifestyleOasis.ca | 905-726-4349

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

ALWAYS CLEAN!
Professional house
cleaning.
Experienced and reliable.
Guaranteed you will
love my service. 10
yrs experience. Call
647-567-8459

AIR YORK TRANSPORT
YORK REGION’S ONLY GOVERNMENT
LICENCED AIRPORT TRANSPORTER

*Ideal for retired Seniors
“ Since 1989”

Looking for Part or Full Time
• Driving Position
• Marketing Staff (Part-Time)

Who has good communication skills and ﬂexible time

Send Resume to “info@airyork.ca
905-727-8861
C O N S T RU C TION
COMPANY LOOKING for
experienced, knowledgable,
on-site
supervisor for the
York Region area.
Please email resume
to: stepheno@intercityrealty.com fax:
905-597-0493 office:
905-597-0227.
FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE TO
RENT: Downtown
Yonge St. Ample
Parking. For information call Telly. 905
-717-4073.

SNOW TIRES
AND RIMS
FOR SALE

BF Goodrich
Used 2 years on Ford Focus
205/65 R15 (945) $400.00 or
best offer
call 905-751-9817.

ABATE
RABBIT
PACKERS meat processing facility from
Arthur immediately
requires 16 Wholesale
and Retail Butchers
with a minimum of
2 to 3 years of direct
hands on experience
in meat cutting and
processing.
Duties
include cutting and
sectioning of meat,
skinning and removing blemishes, deboning rabbits and chickens, cutting meat
into specialized cuts
and preparing for
wholesale and retail
sales. HS diploma or
equivalent required.
Positions offered are
permanent full time
and salary is $16.00/
hr for 42.5 hrs a week,
OT after 44 hrs a
week. Please apply in
person at 7597 Jones
Baseline in Arthur,
via email at joea@
abatepackers.com,
via fax at 1-519-8482793 or via phone at
1-519-848-2107.

40+ Full Time Jobs in Bolton area
• Spray Painter, all finishes, booth
and shop exp. $18-20 / hr
• Production Supervisor,
Commercial Signs
• General Labour
$15.00 - $18.00 / hr.
• Millwrights, Maintenance
Electricians $30 / hr +
• Forklift, Reach, Walkie Operators
• Yard Labourers, DZ Driver
• Lead Hands, MIG Welders
• Working at Heights Labour—up to
$22.00 / hr.
• Junior Designer Commercial Signs
• Purchaser, Misc. Metals, Plastic,
Paint, Fasteners, etc. $50K
Note: OPEN HOUSE TUES. TO
THURS 10.00 am to 4.00 pm
NO APPOINTMENT REQUIRED--WALK-INS WELCOME
290 Healey Rd., Unit 10A, Bolton
• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted
• Accommodations for job applicants with
disabilities are available on request for your
recruitment process.

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com

905-951-6300 Phone
866-274-7231 Toll Free

SERVICES

HOW SAFE
IS YOUR JOB?
Start building your
business today!
Supplement your income
by working part-time.
You set your own hours.
Ask me how!
Call Ruth Greaves at
1-888-240-4767

CARPET
I have 1000’s
of yards of new
100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom
& hall for as little as
$389.00
(includes carpet, pad & install)

Call Steve

877.759.8179

carpetdeals.ca

FOR SALE

SHEEPSKIN
COAT –
Danier
100%
sheepskin
coat.
Perfect
condition.
Only
worn twice. Best offer. For more information and to view
905-727-6497.

L A R G E
FILING CABINET
4 drawers, with coat
hanger. $100 obo.
905-960-4721.
ADVERTISE
IN THE AURORAN
CLASSIFIEDS
CALL: 905-727-3300
EXT 102

REGISTERED RECES required for local
school aged child care centres in Aurora.
Must have experience working with children ages 4-12 years. Available for part
time split shift Monday to Friday 7 - 9 am
and 3 - 6:30 pm. Please contact Marisa at
amongfriendsdaycarecentres@hotmail.
com.

AVON REPS NEEDED
IN YOUR AREA,
CONTACT LINDA
FREE INFO
TEXT OR PHONE
905-557-0070

Freelance Reporter

for Local Community Newspaper
Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter
with a passion for community news.
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness
to cover local community events and issues.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
• Freelance reporting work for weekly
community newspapers and special projects
• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover
• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story
• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips
• Take photographs
• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred
• Candidates should have experience working on
the editorial side of the newspaper industry
• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills
• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle
• Reporting experience an asset
• An interest in local issues is a necessity,
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

Let’s Talk.
Interested and qualified
candidates should forward
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com
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WAREHOUSE SALE!
.ca

Fa m o u s B r a n d s M a g i c Pr i c e s

5 DAYS ONLY
AUG. 23 RD to 27 TH

E DO NOT

W

PRICE MATCH
If we did - We’d have to raise our prices

NOWHERE
CHEAPER

DEALS

PLEASE GO TO WWW.BRANDWIZARD.CA

WHERE:..... 40 Engelhard Dr. Unit 2, Aurora (Off Industrial Parkway South)
WHEN:....... August 23rd to August 27th
HOURS:...... Wed & Thurs. . . . . . . . . . . . 10am till 8pm
Fri & Sat. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10am till 6pm
Sun. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11am till 5pm
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Edward St.
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Vandorf Sideroad

