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LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL

11552 Yonge Street, North of Elgin Mills Road

www.lexusrh.com
TOLL FREE 1.866.891.8812

905.883.8812 

LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 2003

Trattoria • Pizzeria 
• Pasticceria 

• Gelateria

230 Wellington St. E 
905-727-5577

A FAMILY MAN – Newly-minted Aurora Citizen of the Year Peter Van Schaik and wife Teresa, fourth and fifth from right, were joined by children and  
grandchildren at Monday night’s Community Recognition Awards. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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AURORA’S 2016
TOP SALES PRODUCER*

LENARD LIND

Call today for a free property evaluation!**

905-841-0000
lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com

www.hallmarklindrealty.com
15105 Yonge Street, Suite 100, Aurora

(2 blocks south of Wellington on the east side)
*based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offi ces **Some conditions may apply

Service with ProfessionalismOntario’s ONLY... ISO 9001: 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

LENARD LIND
BROKER OF RECORD

OUR TEAM

$998,888

 IT’S A RENOVATED BEAUTY!  
BRING YOUR INLAWS!

Open House Sat & Sun 2-4pm, 1 Teasdale Crt, Aurora – Yonge to Golf 
Links to signs!  Showstopper exec. home featuring hwd strip fl oors 
on 1st & 2nd level!  Custom cornice mldgs! Gourmet custom kit w/
extended cabinets - curio cabinets - custom splash – SS appliances & 
crown mldgs! Spac. fam rm w/cozy fpl! Master w/enticing updated en-
suite!  Updated main bath & powder rm too!  Bright prof. fi n w/o lower level 
inlaw w/4th bdrm, 3pc bath, kit & big LR-DR combo!

Open House Sat & Sun 2-4pm, 34 Brownlee Dr., 10th Line south 
of Hwy 88 to Simcoe to signs!  Sprawling updated & upgraded 
executive home loaded w/extras & upgrades – shows to perfection!  
Sep. formal LR & DR! Spacious family rm w/cozy fpl & walk-out to 
pool!  Updated eat-in kit w/granite counters & SS appli!  Master 
w/enticing 6pc updated ensuite!  Big secondary bdrms too!  Prof. 
landscaped oasis backyard  & much more! $1,488,888

BRADFORD  4 BR BUNGALOW BEAUTY 
& POOL!  1 ACRE!

              THIS FALL
to beautiful 
Wellington Street 
in downtown Aurora. 

This spectacular new building will be the new home of York Vein and Laser Clinic. 
Bringing 15 years of experience in cosmetic medicine and vein care, 

and adding a luxurious day spa.

www.yorkvein.com  |  905-853-3200

ComingComing

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca
16945 Bayview Ave., Newmarket

Limited space available in some grades 
for September 2017.

New Grade 9
class available! 

Register: 905-895-1700 ext.259

Van Schaik named 2017 Citizen  
of the Year

By Brock Weir

Peter van Schaik’s behind-the-
scenes humanitarian work has led to 
him being described as an “unsung 
hero” in York Region, but now people 
have the chance to openly sing his 
praises.

Van Schaik was named Citizen 
of  the Year at the 2017 Community 
Recognition Awards held Monday 
night at Town Hall.

Van Schaik co-founded mental 
stamping company Van-Rob in 
1979, which has grown into a wildly 
successful player in the automotive 

industry, but on Monday he was hailed 
for his philanthropic work, which 
has focused on health, education, and 
building the leaders of  tomorrow 
– and by Mayor Geoff  Dawe for his 
“selfless dedication” to Aurora.

“His determination, passion and 
perseverance have helped him to be a 
success as both a business owner and 
a volunteer,” said Mayor Dawe. “And 
aside from the business savvy that 
he has exhibited in his life, he is a 
dedicated volunteer. He truly believes 
in generosity and giving back to his 
community.”

Among his contributions most 

immediately recognizable to the 
public is his tireless work for 
Southlake Regional Health Centre 
and its Southlake Foundation. Under 
his leadership as campaign chair, they 
raised over $80.8 million dollars for 
the local hospital – not only to build 
the Regional Cancer Centre itself, but 
going one step further in taking on 
the Images for Life campaign to build 
a second MRI suite.

“I first had the honour of  meeting 
Peter in 2014 when I started working 
at the Southlake Foundation,” said 
Neila Poscente, former CEO of  the 

Internet voting 
approved for 2018  
in “hybrid” system

By Brock Weir

Aurorans will be able to go to the 
polls from the comfort of  their own 
homes in the 2018 Municipal Election. 

Following a Council decision last 
week, Aurora will adopt a “hybrid” 
voting system which will allow eligible 
voters to cast their ballots online in 
advanced polls while giving people the 
option of  coming out on Election Day 
itself  to physically cast their vote. 

It was a decision that was hardly RACE INTO SUMMER – Aval and Ella are neck and neck in the potato sack race at Devins Drive 
Public School’s Annual Spring Fair. June is a busy month with a growing list of family friendly 
activities to try out. For more, see Page 19.                                      Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Council & Committee Meetings Aurora’s First-Ever

INDIGENOUS FESTIVAL

Saturday, June 3, 2017 • 12 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Lambert Willson Park, 135 Industrial Parkway North

The New
Beginnings

in Aurora

No dogs permitted, service animals excepted. Thank you for your cooperation. 
We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

FREE ENTRY

POW WOW
Featuring traditional 
dancing and drumming 

FOOD FESTIVAL
Featuring traditional food 
and classic favourites

MARKETPLACE

MULTICULTURAL 
PERFORMERS
Host Drum: Little Creek Singers 
Co-Host Drum: Cold Water Ojibway 
Arena Director: Mr. Mawla Shawana 
Master of Ceremonies: Mr. Bob Goulais

SCHEDULE
12 p.m. Grand entry   •  1 to 5 p.m. Festivities 
5 to 7 p.m. The feast   •  7 to 9 p.m. Festivities and closing ceremony

aurora.ca/powwow 
905-726-4762

#AuroraPowWow

Seniors’ 
Information &

Thursday, June 8, 2017
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Aurora Family Leisure Complex
135 Industrial Parkway North, Aurora

FREE ADMISSION
For more information, please call 905-726-4767

Active Living Fair

VENDORS • FITNESS DEMONSTRATIONS & HEALTH SEMINARS • GRAB BAGS
HEALTHY SNACKS • COMMUNITY BARBECUE HOSTED BY MPP CHRIS BALLARD

aurora.ca

The Town of Aurora is celebrating 
Recreation & Parks Month this June!

905-727-1375
aurora.ca/recreationparksmonth

                       #AuroraJRPM17

Pick-up your Recreation & Parks Month
Passport at Town facilities today.

Here’s your chance to try new
activities for free. Great prizes
to be won just for participating!

Skating • Rock Climbing 
Swimming • Yoga • Zumba 
Boot Camp • Open Gym

The Town of Aurora is celebrating 
Recreation & Parks Month this June!

905-727-1375
aurora.ca/recreationparksmonth

                       #AuroraJRPM17

Pick-up your Recreation & Parks Month
Passport at Town facilities today.

Here’s your chance to try new
activities for free. Great prizes
to be won just for participating!

Skating • Rock Climbing 
Swimming • Yoga • Zumba 
Boot Camp • Open Gym

The Town of Aurora is celebrating Recreation & Parks 
Month this June!
Pick up your Recreation & Parks Month Passport at Town facilities today.

Here’s your chance to try new activities for free. Great prizes to be won just for 
participating!

Skating • Rock Climbing • Swimming • Yoga • Zumba • Boot Camp • Open Gym

Date  Time  Location   Meeting
Thursday, June 1 7 p.m. Holland Room  Environmental Advisory Committee
Tuesday, June 6 9:30 a.m. Newmarket   Joint Council Committee
Tuesday, June 6 10 a.m. Holland Room  Governance Review Ad Hoc Committee
Tuesday, June 6 5:45 p.m. Holland Room  Council Closed Session (if required)
Tuesday, June 6 7 p.m. Council Chambers  General Committee
Wednesday, June 7 4 p.m. Holland Room  Accessibility Advisory Committee
Thursday, June 8 7 p.m. Council Chambers  Committee of Adjustment
Thursday, June 8 7 p.m. Holland Room  Economic Development Advisory Committee
Monday, June 12 7 p.m. Holland Room  Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, June 13 5:30 p.m. Holland Room  Finance Advisory Committee
Tuesday, June 13 7 p.m. Council Chambers  Council
Wednesday, June 14 6 p.m. Aurora Cultural Centre Aurora Cultural Centre Board
Thursday, June 15 7 p.m. Holland Room  Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Advisory Committee
Friday, June 16 10 a.m. Council Chambers  Trails and Active Transportation Committee

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting aurora.ca/gcstream

Council meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. For a full list of upcoming meetings,
please visit aurora.ca

Public Notices

Service Disruptions
Please note that all skate times located at the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex will be cancelled on Thursday, June 1. For 
more information, please visit aurora.ca/news.

Temporary Road Closure for the Aurora 
Chamber Street Festival
Vehicular traffi c on Yonge Street between Wellington Street and 
Murray Drive will be temporarily prohibited on Sunday, June 
4, 2017 from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. for the Aurora Chamber Street 
Festival. Thank you for your patience and co-operation.

View the Design Plans for lane and 
sidewalk construction in the area of 
Mary Street and John West Way
The Town of Aurora intends to construct a new sidewalk on 
Mary Street this fall. The project also includes the addition of 
right-turn lanes along Mary Street and John West Way at the 
intersection of Wellington Street East. Residents and owners 
are invited to attend a public meeting to view the engineering 
design plans.

The meeting will be held on Tuesday, June 6, 2017 from 
5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall, 100 John West Way in 
the Leksand Room.

For more information, please contact Sabir Hussain, Municipal 
Engineer by phone at 905-727-3123 ext. 4378 or by email to 
shussain@aurora.ca.

What’s Happening

What’s Happening

Seeking applications for the John West 
Memorial Scholarship
The Town of Aurora is currently looking for youth entering 
post-secondary school who have made a positive impact on the 
community to apply for the John West Memorial Scholarship.

The scholarship is valued at $1,000. The application deadline is 
Thursday, June 1. For more details, visit 
aurora.ca/leadersoftomorrow.

Seniors trip to the Carole King Musical 
Beautiful
Join the Aurora Seniors’ Centre on Thursday, June 29 for a day 
trip to the Carole King Musical Beautiful. Enjoy orchestra seating 
at the Ed Mirvish Theatre. This trip includes transportation 
and lunch at Badali Bar & Cucina. Register now at the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre. For more information, visit 
aurora.ca/activeseniors.

Register for 2017 Spring and Summer 
Programs, Aquatics and Summer Camps
Registration is now open for the 2017 Spring and Summer 
programs, aquatics and summer camps. Pick up a copy of the 
2017 Spring & Summer Recreation Guide at Aurora Town Hall or 
the Aurora Public Library. You can also view the guide online at 
aurora.ca/recguide.

We want to hear from you! Aurora is 
looking for focus group participants.
The Town of Aurora is looking for focus group participants to 
help us improve communications with our community.

The two dates to attend are below:

• Wednesday, June 7 – 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Aurora Family  
 Leisure Complex.

• Thursday, June 8 – 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Aurora Seniors’  
 Centre.

Email communications@aurora.ca or call 905-727-3123 ext. 
4370 to register.

Club Aurora Seminar on June 10
Join us for a Club Aurora seminar on Saturday, June 10 from 
12 p.m. to 1 p.m. to learn more about the Stott Pilates Mat 
Workout. For more information, visit aurora.ca/fi tness.

Seeking youth to serve on the Youth 
Engagement Committee
The Town of Aurora is seeking youth members to serve on the 
Youth Engagement Committee (Y.E.C.). The Y.E.C. is a group of 
youth aged 12 to 17 who guide and advise staff on appropriate 
programs, special events, and services for youth in Aurora. The 
committee works with the Town to address current trends, issues 
and to engage youth.

The Y.E.C. meets biweekly to discuss community issues, promote 
services, and host events/fundraisers. New for 2017/2018, 
the committee will have at least one youth from the following 
categories per term: junior (ages 12 to 13 years), intermediate 
(ages 14 to 15 years), and senior (ages 16 to 17 years).

If you would like to participate in the Youth Engagement 
Committee, applications for the 2017/2018 season will be 
accepted until August 31, 2017. 

Visit aurora.ca/youth for more details and to download 
an application. Completed applications can be emailed to 
jstephenson@aurora.

Visit the Town booth at the annual Aurora 
Chamber Street Festival
Visit the Town booth to check out Town information and learn 
more about Aurora’s history. The festival is on Sunday, June 4 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. along Yonge Street in Aurora. The booth 
is located at Block #15 booth numbers 419 & 421 near Kennedy 
Street. We hope to see you there! aurorachamber.on.ca

Participate in a free class for National 
Health and Fitness Day
Celebrate national Health and Fitness Day with Club Aurora. 
Attend a free Zumba class at Ada Johnson Park on Saturday, 
June 3 from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. For more information, 
please visit aurora.ca/fi tness.

Skylight Gallery artist for June – Zorica 
and Nenad Miric
The Skylight Gallery is featuring artwork from Zorica and 
Nenad Miric this month. The display is called A Potpourri of 
Colour, Numbers and Dance, which is about their passion 
for paint and dance. This mixed media presentation includes 
art combined with numbers, vivid expressions of motion and 
music intertwined with stories. Visit the Skylight Gallery this 
month and enjoy this colourful collection.

Regular viewing times are Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall, 3rd fl oor, Skylight Gallery.
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Advertorial

aurora.ca • 905-727-1375

Richard Boyne
Helen Burlanyette

Suzanne Charlebois-Bin
Brigitta Emes
Jan Gibson

Mary Haberer
Raz Khamissa

Alda and Reggie Lima
Marion Lougheed
Jamie MacDonald

Janet Metcalf
Janice O’Hara

Diane Schormans
Deborah Simerson

Ken Smith
Penny Stephens
Michelle Stewart
Michael Varcoe
Rosemary Verge

Bruce Walkinshaw
Magna International Inc.

The ABLE Network Participants
Windfall Ecology Centre

H Congratulations to Peter van Schaik 
2017 Citizen of the Year! H

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following award winners!

Special thanks to the  
Community Recognition Award  

Advisory Committee

Councillor Tom Mrakas 

Councillor Sandra Humfryes  
Diane Buchanan  

Steve Hinder 
Tim Jones  

Brian North  
Jo-anne Spitzer

Thank you to our generous sponsors!

Thank you to our generous sponsors ,  
attendees and outstanding group  
of award recip ients for making the  

2017 Town of Aurora Community Recognit ion Awards  
a star-studded evening .

Saturday’s Powwow is about 
moving forward towards a New 
Beginning: Indigenous community

By Brock Weir

Footprints often show where we’ve 
been but this Saturday footprints will 
show where we’re going as Indigenous 
Leaders converge on Aurora to usher 
in a new beginning.

As Indigenous elders, dancers 
and singers prepare to make their 
Grand Entrance at 12 noon for the 
New Beginnings Powwow at Lambert 
Wilson Park, youngsters will be 
putting their creativity to work 
creating their own set of  footprints. 
For Powwow organizer Rod Nettagog, 
it is symbolic of  walking together and 
a way forward on a healing journey 
that is long overdue. 

The June 3 Powwow, a hallmark of  
Aurora’s Canada 150 Celebrations, 
was initially proposed to mark 
the sesquicentennial of  Canada’s 
celebration, but it has taken on a 
much deeper meaning, one of  Truth 
and Reconciliation led by Canada’s 
First Nations. 

“It is a dark past and this powwow 
is about moving forward,” he explains 
of  New Beginning. “Now it is time 
to move forward with reconciliation 
and bringing that understanding and 
awareness about our people and to 
learn and appreciate who we are as 
First Nations because this is Canada. 
I think everyone needs to know the 
true history of  this country before 
European contact. Part of  that is the 
powwow.

“It is a celebration, a time of  singing 
and dancing and expressing who we 
are as indigenous people and welcome 
people into the circle to dance with 
us, to celebrate with us. That is what 
this time represents: a time to move 
forward. We can’t forget about the 
past, but we need to move forward and 
to learn to forgive. We need to accept 
each other as brothers and sisters on 
Mother Earth.”

When asked what Canada 150 
means to him, Mr. Nettagog answers 
the question with a question: 150 years 
of  what? 

Canada, he says, was founded on 
genocide and the forced removal of  
their land and trees. Now, he says, 
they are left with about two per cent 
of  the land with boil water advisories 
in their own communities.

“Where is the equity in that?” 
he asks. “These issues need to be 
addressed and talked about [so] 
Canada has an understanding of  
where indigenous people are and still 
being treated today.”

Fostering this understanding is a 
key component stemming from the 
report of  the Truth & Reconciliation 
Commission, which was intended 
to be a comprehensive response 
to address the Residential School 
system, the effects of  which are 
still being felt today. One such effect 
was the attempted suppression 
of  indigenous culture, forbidding 
traditional languages, traditions and 
celebrations.

Since then, there has been a 
concerted effort to re-learn these 

traditions and, most importantly, re-
claim identity.

That being said, along the way, 
there have been – and continue to be – 
significant misconceptions to address, 
one of  the most evident of  which is 
cultural appropriation. You only have 
to look as far as a festival to see non-
indigenous people walking around 
with makeshift feather headdresses to 
get a flavour of  cultural appropriation, 
which Mr. Nettagog says is a 
“mockery.”

With that in mind, it was important 
to set the right tone in deciding 
Saturday’s craft program. Working on a 
theme of  inclusion, organizers settled 
on creating footprints to represent 
the path moving forward, along with 
representation of  the traditional 
medicine wheel to show “the different 
races of  Mother Earth and how we all 
have those gifts we bring within that 
circle, we are respecting each other, 
and walking together.”

“We are all human beings,” says Mr. 
Nettagog. “We need to treat each other 
as human beings, and I think not a lot 
of  people are aware of  that.”

Surveying where this relationship 
between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous Canadians stands after 150 
years, Mr. Nettagog said he would like 
to see “more awareness” generated 
over the next 50 years ahead of  the 
200th anniversary of  Confederation.”

“It is going to take a long time,” he 
says. “They say it will take a lot of  
years to get back to where we were 
as Indigenous people and take those 
responsibilities back of  learning 
the ceremonies, the songs and the 
dances because a lot of  that was lost 
through the residential school system 
and it affected everybody in so many 
different ways. There are a lot of  
people out there who aren’t even aware 
of  the effects it had on a lot of  us.

“There needs to be that 
understanding of  why we’re out 
there still fighting for our rights 
as Indigenous peoples because we 
want to have clean drinking water as 
everyone else does. We want to have 
the same healthcare and education 
as everyone else across the board. It 
doesn’t really matter how many people 
show on Saturday; [success is] the fact 
that this is happening for the first time 
in Aurora and that is success. It is 
getting that word out there. It’s a time 
of  celebration and a time of  song and 
dance.”

The New Beginnings Powwow will 
take place at Lambert Willson Park 
(135 Industrial Parkway North) this 
Saturday, June 3, from 12 noon until 
9 p.m. Events get underway with the 
Grand Entry at 12 noon, festivities 
and activities from 1 – 5 p.m., a feast 
from 5 – 7 p.m., and closing ceremonies 
beginning at 7 p.m. The Powwow will 
feature craft and food vendors each 
with Indigenous roots. Admission is 
free, but attendees are asked to leave 
their pets at home (Service animals 
exempt). For more, visit aurora.ca/
powwow. 

York Region - Because your home 
may well be your largest asset, selling 
it is probably one of  the most import-
ant decisions you will make in your 
life. And once you have made that de-
cision, you’ll want to sell your home 
for the highest price in the shortest 
time possible without compromising 
your sanity. Before you place your 
home on the market, here’s a way to 
help you to be as prepared as possible. 

To assist homesellers, a new in-
dustry report has just been released 
called “27 Valuable Tips That You 
Should Know to Get Your Home Sold 
Fast and for Top Dollar.” It tackles the 
important issues you need to know to 
make your home competitive in to-
day’s marketplace.

Through these 27 tips you will dis-
cover how to protect and capitalize 
on your most important investment, 

reduce stress, be in control of  your 
situation, and make the best profit 
possible. In this report you’ll discov-
er how to avoid financial disappoint-
ment or worse, a financial disaster 
when selling your home. Using a com-
mon-sense approach, you will get the 
straight facts about what can make or 
break the sale of  your home. 

You owe it to yourself  to learn how 
these important tips will give you the 
competitive edge to get your home 
sold fast and for the most amount of  
money. 

Order your free report today. 
To hear a brief  recoded mes-
sage about how to order your  
FREE copy of  this report call toll-free 
1-800-596-7210 and enter 1023. You can 
call any time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week. 

Get your free special report NOW.

27 Tips To Drive Up The Sale Price 
Of Your Aurora Home

This report is courtesy of Alex Mallia, Sales Representativ e, Sutton Group-Future Realty Inc., Brokerage.  
Not intended to solicit buy ers or sellers currently under contract. Copy right © 2017
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR
Machell’s Corners

As a movie fan, it’s a fairly safe bet 
that I like drama as much as the next 
guy.

That being said, however, even I 
have my limits.

This past Saturday I was so grateful 
to have a previous commitment as, in 
the end, it saved me from myself. As the 
day wore on, I had flashbacks to years 
past where I was compelled by some 
invisible force to spend entire days on 
the couch waiting for an outcome that 
that was all but certain.

One of  the last such times was the 
NDP leadership convention which 
propelled Tom Mulcair to the top job. 
The same can be said for the leadership 
races that shot Justin Trudeau, 
Michael Ignatieff  and Stephane Dion 
to the head of  the Liberal table with 
varying degrees of  success.

As interested in politics as I am, 
I was not quite tuned in at the time 
Stephen Harper was crowned in the 
race to the newly-minted Conservative 
party, so this would have been my first 
time glued to a deep Blue sea. Yet, 
there was that pesky commitment, so 
I had to keep in touch via Smartphone.

And, phew, that was a close call! 
Waiting for the results in real time 
must have been agony for Conservative 
conventioneers and armchair politicos 
alike.

That is no reflection on the outcome 
of  the race, but just the sheer wait for 
satisfaction. (Get it? I digress…)

Votes were cast in a tabulation 
system, so all the votes could be counted 
(and were), along with second, third, 
and fourth place votes, and the final 
numbers redistributed and crunched 
all within a minute or two of  the last 
ballot being fed into the machine.

Yet, in a supreme feat of  high drama, 
they kept each of  the 13 candidates who 
held in for the bitter end of  the race on 
the edge of  their respective seats to an 
even more bitter end for all but one. 
And, in the end, there could only be 
one. And, of  course, we know by now 
that Saskatchewan MP, and former 
Speaker of  the House, is the one. 

Mr. Scheer was ultimately tapped 
by party members – well, by points 
allocated to each riding – to fill the 
shoes of  Mr. Harper, the size of  which 
is yet to be decided by history.

“There is renewed hope for Canada 
starting today,” he said to party faithful 
after his surprise victory over runner-
up Maxime Bernier.

In his speech, which was warmly 
received by the energetic crowd 
in Toronto, he said a Conservative 
government in 2019 would focus on 
policies that create both prosperity 
and opportunity, on drafting balanced 
budgets, ending corporate welfare, 

reining in spending, nixing any talk of  
a carbon tax and scrapping HST from 
home heating and electricity. 

“You have made this a campaign 
of  ideas,” he said. “We know that 
Conservative solutions are the best 
response to the issues which we are 
confronted with. In the next months 
we will have to communicate those 
Conservative values to a greater 
number of  Canadians. The next 
Conservative government will always 
be looking for new ways to make life 
more affordable by cutting your taxes, 
making it easier for the public sector 
to create jobs and we will end the 
Liberal policies that make it harder to 
start new businesses, make life more 
expensive for families and that punish 
hard work and success.

“There is a system that rewards 
hard work and success which benefits 
all Canadians. As Prime Minister, I 
will focus on results with Conservative 
policies that create prosperity and 
provide opportunity for every single 
Canadian.”

But, Mr. Scheer also said he believed 
the foundation of  the Canadian 
democracy is to “have a debate about 
any subject.”

“That is why I am so committed to 
defending free speech,” he said. “I 
will withhold Federal grants from 
university that shut down debate and 
can’t stand different points of  view.”

“We all know what happens when 
Conservatives are divided,” he added 
near the end of  his speech. “We will not 
let that happen again. We win when we 
are united. Throughout this campaign, 
all of  the leadership candidates…
working independently grew this 
party to the biggest it has ever been in 
history. Now imagine what we will do 
when we’re all working together.”

Keeping taxes in check and fostering 
a hospitable environment for business 
have always been Conservative staples 
and what Mr. Scheer offered in his 
acceptance speech was earnest yet 
hardly ground-breaking.

From my perspective, the bolder 
pledge is party unity.

As the race drew to a close, most 
leadership candidates pledged they 
– and their supporters – would work 

together, regardless of  victor, under 
the “Big Blue Tent.” It is a nice 
sentiment, to be sure, but how long 
will this goodwill last?

Taxes, business, and “freedom of  
speech” (although some might take 
issue with that phrase being used in 
this context) are issues that surely 
unite Conservatives, but there were 
many issues which rose to the top that 
can only serve to divide.

Take, for instance how the vote 
shook down in the riding of  Aurora-
Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill. According 
to data released by the party following 
Saturday night’s announcement, Mr. 
Scheer handily beat Mr. Bernier on the 
thirteenth ballot with 60.54 per cent of  
the vote.

The first ballot, however, told a 
wildly different story.

At the outset, Saskatchewan MP 
Brad Trost, who ran on a campaign of  
rather hardline social conservatism 
when it came to abortion and to choose 
and equal marriage, to pick but two 
examples, was the clear leader of  the 
pack with 47.96 per cent of  the vote, 
with Maxime Bernier and Andrew 
Scheer in second and third place 
with 14.3 per cent and 12.6 per cent 
respectively. 

The gap in Newmarket-Aurora was 
slightly narrower with Bernier and 
Trost tied for top spot on the first 
ballot with 24.58 per cent apiece, with 
Scheer in fourth position, about 1.5 per 
cent behind Erin O’Toole. (On the final 
ballot, Scheer and Bernier split the 
vote 50-50)

Mr. Scheer, of  course, has social 
conservative values as does Mr. Trost  
to the enth degree. The popularity of  
Mr. Trost’s campaign in certain pockets 
of  Canada, coupled with the divisive 
immigration policies of  Kellie Leitch, 
which undeniably resonated in certain 
segments of  our country, makes me 
think the new leader’s biggest task 
will be fostering that unity and truly 
defining what ultimately defines the 
party in a post-Harper universe.

If  it was truly a campaign of  
ideas, the powers that be now have a 
smorgasbord to choose from. And, yes, 
those Conservative ideas do need to 
be communicated to a greater number 
of  Canadians, but just what will those 
Conservative ideas be? Pocketbook 
ideas only go so far.

They better decide soon and, if  
Saturday was anything to go by, the 
New Leader better not put these ideas 
through a tabulated ballot or we could 
be waiting for the results through 2020.

(Editor’s Note: Brock’s Banter will 
return in the June 15 edition of  The 
Auroran)

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Time for engagement on a 
new memorial: reader

Word “glorification” is 
overused

(Re: Vimy anniversary put purpose of 
Cenotaph into perspective)

There’s not much to be added to 
John Sander’s eloquent letter calling 
for Council to reconsider its decision to 
place a LAV in the Cenotaph Park.

At the time, it was obvious that 
Councillors were unprepared to debate 
this issue and didn’t want to be labelled 
as “anti-veteran,” as some told me.

Now the question is, “Who will 
show bold leadership by proposing a 
monument to all who have died serving 
Canada since WW2, and who have not 
yet been recognized? 

Such a monument should be in 
keeping with the physical and spiritual 
character of  the Cenotaph envisioned 
and erected under leadership of  
citizens of  Aurora, King Township, and 
Whitchurch Township in the mid-1920s.

These were small urban and rural 
communities with limited resources, 
but with a vision to erect a unique 
memorial, a memorial that has no equal 
across Canada.

Now it is up to Council to engage the 
Royal Canadian Legion with the aim 
of  a providing a new memorial that 
reflects the character of  our Cenotaph, 
and which would reflect the definition 
of  a cenotaph.

Together they could engage the local 
artistic community and commission a 
locally designed work.

Definition: “A sepulchral monument 
to person(s) whose body elsewhere”, 
from Greek words meaning, “empty 
tomb”.

Robert Cook
Aurora

(Re: Vimy anniversary put purpose of 
Cenotaph into perspective, May 18)

I take issue with this current use 
of  the term “glorification”. It suggests 
that while remembering those who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice is 
okay we must dissociate ourselves 
from the trappings of  war as if  to 
say, “we’re not like that anymore.” 
My wife and I were at Vimy last month 
(after the big show when it was quieter 
and much colder).

Three of  the eleven thousand 
names of  those with no known 
grave were related to me. 
True, there are no weapons on display, 
but the grimness of  war is there. 
On Hill 145. 
It is in the trenches, the shell holes, 
the tunnels and the small signs 
warning of  unexploded ammunition. 
It is a sobering monument to sacrifice 
erected on blood-soaked ground. 
As you say, in Aurora we have a 
Cenotaph where we can remember 
the fallen. The LAV monument simply 
reflects the sacrifice made by young 
Canadians in a different place and time. 
Aside from the fact that the LAV 
was mainly used to offer our troops 
protection, we should be reminded that 
the point isn’t to glorify the vehicle, 
but rather to remember those that 
were sent into harm’s way to use it. 
Lest We Forget.

Barry Hall
Received Online
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By the time that you read this, the 
Federal Conservatives will have a new 
leader.

This past Saturday, the Conservatives 
announced the results of  their 
Leadership vote.

This overly drawn out contest had 
fourteen contestants.

According to media reports, the 
party went from 90,000 members to now 
over 250,000 members and each one of  
them had an opportunity to vote for the 
leader. 

Most pundits believe that former 
Conservative Cabinet Minister Maxime 
Bernier, a Member of  Parliament from 
Quebec will win.

I chose to vote for my long-time good 
friend Erin O’Toole. He represents the 
riding of  Durham. He was a former 
Veterans Affairs Minister in the Harper 
government. Prior to entering public 
life, he was a captain in the air force 
and worked as a lawyer.

Unlike previous leadership contests 
that were done by a delegated convention, 
whereby each riding association in 
the country sent representatives to a 
national party convention to vote, this 
was a one person one vote operation.

This process did not elicit much 
interest from the general public 
on a national level and was far too 
long. There was no excitement of  a 
convention; the last minute speeches 
that could make or break a candidacy 
and no in between balloting last minute 
deal making for support.

Instead, a preferential ballot was 
used. Each voter could rank up to ten 
candidates (or only one). The lowest 
ranked candidates fall off  the ballot 
and their choices get allotted among 
the remaining candidates. A candidate 
needs 50 per cent, plus one to become 
party leader.

This process also did not really 
generate any local excitement.

The riding association hosted 
a fundraiser and invited all the 
leadership candidates. I believe that six 
of  the fourteen attended. And while the 
respective candidates did hold smaller 
meetings in town, they were modest 
and low key events.

As a longtime volunteer in the 
Conservative party, I would suggest the 
following changes the next time that a 
party leader is chosen:

First, real, substantive debates on 
issues cannot be undertaken when you 
have fourteen candidates on the stage. 
You need to both make the bar higher 
to enter and propose incentives for the 
candidates to know when to exit the 
race.

This time out each candidate had to 
submit nomination forms signed by 300 
party members from at least 30 electoral 
districts in at least seven different 
provinces and territories. This was a 
good idea.

Further, according to Wikipedia, 
each candidate had to pay a $50,000 non-
refundable entrance fee, half  of  which 
must be paid when filing nomination 
with the other half  due by the close of  
nominations on February 24, 2017.

They also had to pay an additional 
$50,000 compliance deposit, by 
December 31, 2016 or when filing 
nomination for those who register in 
2017, which is refundable provided the 
candidate complies with campaign 
rules.

To me this amount of  money is not 
enough to keep marginal candidates out 
of  the race. I would have increased the 
initial amount to $100,000 and I would 
have also increased the additional 
amount by $150,000. I would also change 
the mechanism for the refundable part 
of  the entrance fee.

As you get closer to the leadership 
voting date, I would have decreased 
the amount of  refund that a candidate 
gets. If  a candidate leaves the race in 
February, then he/she gets more than 
if  they quit the race in late April. There 
was no such incentive in this race.

I would also make use of  polls help to 
assist eligible voters. The party should 
poll party members once every two 
weeks from about February through to 
voting day and publish these results. 
This will help voters to focus on who 
can win. It will also help the candidates 
in both fundraising and in making a 
decision to drop out or who to throw 
their support behind.

Most importantly, I would also 
propose some type of  hybrid process 
that contains the best elements of  
a delegated convention with a one 
person, one vote election system. I will 
lay out a detailed plan for this in my 
next column.

In the end, however, it is not about 
the voting process itself. It is about 
electing the best potential leader to take 
on Justin Trudeau and the Liberals in 
2019.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

It has been a busy spring both in 
Ottawa and here at home, and the 
weather is finally warming up.

It has been a delight to see the 
Canada 150 Tulips in bloom on 
Parliament Hill, and to attend 
the many events around Aurora. 
On Wednesday May 24, I was proud to 
announce, on behalf  of  Hon. Amarjeet 
Sohi, Minister of  Infrastructure and 
Communities, with Chris Ballard 
MPP and Chair of  York Region Wayne 
Emmerson, over $50.8 Million in 
funding for 80 newly approved green 
infrastructure projects in York Region.

Of  these, 5 projects are in the Town 
of  Aurora totaling $1,559,550 under the 
Government of  Canada’s Clean Water 
and Waste Water Fund.

The investment is over $3 million 
with provincial and regional support.

Investing in water and wastewater 
treatment infrastructure is essential 
to maintaining a healthy environment 
and providing access to clean, reliable 
drinking water. The Government of  
Canada is working with provinces, 
territories, municipalities and 
Indigenous communities across 
the country to support important 
projects like those here in Aurora 
and across York Region, which will 
ensure communities are healthy and 

sustainable now and for years to come.
This time of  year is always busy, 

and this year has been no exception.
With the opening of  the Aurora 

Farmers’ Market, now open every 
Saturday, spring has arrived! It is always 
a wonderful weekly opportunity to 
visit with members of  our community 
and to support local farmers. 
On April 29, I was proud to attend the 
#142 St. Andrew’s College Highland 
Cadet Corps 112th Annual Cadet 
Inspection at St. Andrews College. 
Congratulations to all cadets on a job 
well done! It was a marvelous day. 
I was also proud to attend the 
Neighborhood Network Give Back 
Awards, sponsored by Magna 
International, held on April 25, 
which recognizes many outstanding 
graduating high school students who 

have made exceptional contributions 
to the community.

I was overwhelmed by the 
accomplishments of  these young 
people to our community. Our future 
is in good hands!

On Thursday, May 25, I attended 
the Central York Fire Services 
2017 New Recruit Graduation 
Ceremony at the Salvation Army 
Northridge Community Church in 
Aurora. Congratulations to each 
of  the new firefighters on your 
new career.   We are grateful and 
proud for your commitment and 
dedication to serve our community. 
Finally, I am looking forward to 
the Annual Aurora Street Festival 
this Sunday, June 4. My Booth 
will be located near Yonge & 
Wellington and I invite you to stop 
by to say hi to me and our team.   ‎ 
As a reminder, you can reach out to 
my Constituency office and my staff  
at any time.

Please do not hesitate to contact 
us should you require information or 
assistance on any Federal matters. We 
are located at 16600 Bayview Avenue, 
Suite 202. You may reach us at Tel: 905-
953-7515 or by email at Kyle.Peterson@
parl.gc.ca. 

This week, I am ceding my column space 
to a guest columnist – Richard Doust – 
who is a member of  the Trails and Active 
Transportation Committee. He is also Co-
Chair of  the Bike Aurora Day planning 
group.  On June 24, Bike Aurora will take 
place as a celebration of  our trails and 
biking. 

“Happy trails to you, until we meet 
again.” Roy Rogers

Trails invite action.
Be it walking, jogging or biking, trails 

call us to the joy of  motion, and motion in 
beauty, as we explore the natural wonders 
of  Aurora that lie off-road.

Residents know this.
In Town surveys, they rank trails as 

one of  the greatest attractions to life here, 
especially in a rapidly growing community. 
The stats show their importance. The town 
has about 60 km of  trails and more in the 
works. Aurorans have in our trails a gift 
that keeps on giving, keeps on growing. 
We need to celebrate this and never take 
it for granted. 

I love walking, running and mountain 
biking on our trails. Each has its own 
charms.

Walking is pastoral. At this slower 
pace, Nature rewards us with hundreds 
of  epiphanies in spring: trilliums and 
lilacs in bloom; painted turtles sunning 
on logs in the marsh; swans on the ponds; 
waterfalls in Sheppard’s Bush. You miss 
little walking, if  you are fully attentive.

Running speeds things up. Here is 
the joy of  being in Nature and being in 
fast gear. Breathe deep the oxygenated 
environment of  treed trails as you 
motor through. Look around at the wild 
raspberry bushes; the Norwegian pine; 
the woodpeckered oak. This surely beats 
the streets.

Winding through the trail network, you 
feel your heart racing, in the delight of  
motion, in the rich panorama of  the trails.

And then there’s mountain biking.
When I first took this up in Toronto I 

lived where there were limited off-road 
trails. No more. I have enjoyed every 
kilometre of  the network in Aurora. 
Every trail has its own identity, and it 
pays to stop and pay attention when the 
unexpected happens. There was that 
pileated woodpecker just a few trees away, 
having lunch. Or that broad-winged hawk 
you saw snacking on, well, something. 
Or the Northern Oriole resting, a show-
stopper in living colour.

Biking is a celebration of  motion and 
balance, of  instinct and planning, of  the 
spontaneous and the deliberate.  The bike 
is an extension of  the body, and of  the 
mind. It is part of  us. In fact, we can almost 
forget it is there when we coast down a 
hill. When we go along a trail there’s a 
sense of  pioneering, of  a courier de bois 
on wheels, that is, I think, exhilarating.

Bottom line: we need our trails. And 
our trails need us.

Imagine Aurora without trails. 
Imagine only paved streets and roads. It’s 
not a pretty picture. But we do have them, 
so let’s use them and let’s support them. 
They can be a natural ally as Aurora 
seeks to become the fittest community in 
Canada by 2020. 

As a member of  the Trails and Active 
Transportation Committee, I appreciate 
the synergy between trails and active 
living. And I know the value of  what the 
Parks and Recreation staff  do to ensure 
our trails are in good order.

I look forward to seeing everyone on 
June 24. For details check us on Facebook.

The Aurora Museum 
& Archives is celebrating…

The 64th Anniversary of the Coronation  
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II

(June 2)

Queen Elizabeth II began her reign on February 6, 1952; however, the 
official Coronation ceremony didn’t take place until the following year 
on June 2, 1953. The Town of Aurora celebrated Coronation Day in the 

Auditorium of the Aurora District High School. The programme consisted 
of a music selection, featuring hymns and the National Anthem, followed 

by the reading of selected verses and psalms. At the front of the  
auditorium, the colours of the Legion and the imperial Order Daughters 

of the Empire were displayed. Following the service, the crowd was  
entertained by the Aurora Cadet Trumpet Band. 

MP’s Report
Kyle Peterson, MP

Newmarket-Aurora
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Alison Collins-Mrakas

Clean Water

Thoughts about the Federal Conservative Party Leadership Race
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Staff  at TMS School wanted to 
give back to the community – spe-
cifically they wanted to give back 
to a great community organiza-
tion – 360kids.  TMS has done this 
before – cooking for charities, but 
this time they wanted to do some-
thing as a community building ac-
tivity for TMS staff. Art can be very 

daunting and intimidating to some 
people - but together and for a good 
cause they were up for the challenge.

 A few staff  members had done a 
paint night before and enjoyed the 
experience. Over 70 staff  members 
attended from both campuses know-
ing this staff  social event’s main 
focus was to raise awareness for 

360kids. Staff  brought items to create 
hampers for clients of  360kids who 
are moving into more independent 
living. This evening was a chance to 
educate TMS staff  on what 360kids 
does through its programs and ser-
vices and for a couple of  staff  who 
participated in the 360kids Experi-
ence to share what they learned. 

TMS Staff  Gives Back Paint Night Event
Advertorial

“De-paving paradise” leads to personal growth at Aurora school
By Brock Weir

Joni Mitchell once said you don’t know 
what you’ve got till it’s gone, but Light 
of  Christ Catholic Elementary School 
certainly did and, last week, they got 
out their hammers and chisels, and did 
something to get it back. 

Over 40 members of  the Light of  Christ 
community, along with representatives 
from the York Catholic District School 
Board (YCDSB), Windfall Ecology Centre, 
and YorkWay Paving, gathered to de-
pave their own personal paradise – the 
school yard – to make way for a healthier 
alternative; a healthier alternative for 
body, mind and soul.

Together, they pried up huge chunks of  
the asphalt and black top that has covered 
their playground for more than a quarter-
century and, in time, over 450 square 
metres will be ripped up to “green” the 
school yard with new trees, gardens, and 
permeable surfaces. 

“Most of  the playground at Light of  
Christ was covered in pavement,” says 
Principal Travis Macdonald. “There was 
actually very little space that was not 
paved, so we wanted to create a space that 
was more natural to play on. [A greener 
area] encourages imaginative play 
for kids, and that is a big thing. It also 
provides space for kids to engage in the 

natural environment.
“By removing the black top, it will also 

help to decrease the temperatures out 
there. It will also mean shade trees. There 
was no shade on our school playground, 
so we have planted six trees as part of  the 
program and not only will those trees help 
provide shade for our students, hopefully 
it will also attract birds and wildlife to the 

area.”
Currently, log benches have been added 

to the playground and more amenities are 
hoped to be added if  more grant funding 
becomes available. As it stands, last 
week’s de-paving project was sponsored 
by significant grants from RBC Canada 
and an in-kind donation from YorkWay. 

The support of  Windfall was also 
integral in bringing the project to fruition.

According to Andrea Fallone, Program 
Manager at Windfall, “De-Pave Paradise” 
is an initiative of  Green Communities 
Canada of  which Windfall is a member. 
The mission is to remove paved surfaces 
to allow rain water to seep back into the 
ground rather than flow down into storm 
drains and into lakes and streams. Being 
able to “green” communities like Aurora 
in the process is also a huge plus and 
schools are increasingly getting on board.

“There is a lot of  interest from schools 
within [the YCDSB] to naturalize their 
school yards,” she says. “Students get to 
enjoy a more natural school yard, they 
get to be outdoors and actively playing 
on mulch, or within trees and gardens, 
as opposed to pavement, it helps keep the 
schoolyard a bit cooler, and it gives us 
the educational opportunity to talk with 
them about watershed, native plants, 
native trees and issues.

“These are great community events 
and they get the whole community, 
whether it is the school community or 
the community at large, together and 
engaged on protecting our local streams, 
creeks, rivers and lakes. It is pushing an 
environmental message that we want to 
drink clean water.”

This message is not lost on the students 
of  Light of  Christ. Its Eco Team was 
heavily involved in spearheading the 
in-school de-paving program, says Mr. 
Macdonald, part of  their ongoing efforts 
to “save the environment and increase 
recycling.”

“When they were informed about this 
project, they felt it was wonderful because 
it falls into line with all the activities they 
have been working on this year,” says Mr. 
Macdonald. “There was immediate buy-in 
and excitement for the project and the kids 
were on-site and it was just wonderful to 
see how excited they were by it.”

Participants in last week’s de-pave included principal Travis Macdonald, Superintendent Opiyo Oloya, and 
Board Vice-Chair Elizabeth Crowe. 		                                                     Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Continued on page 11
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If  you suffer from Shoulder/Elbow/
Wrist pain (Injury/strain/tendonitis/
Arthritis) you need to be aware of  
effective advancements that can 
eliminate years of  pain, suffering, 
immobility and frustration. 

You may have told your doctor 
you suffer with one or more of  the 
following: sore, stiff, painful Shoulder/
Elbow/Wrist, “clicking” sound with 
movement, diffi culty bending, and/or 
walking.

Often times, problems/symptoms 
in one of  these areas leads to compen-
satory issues in one or more of  these 
other joints.

You may fi nd that your pain or 
stiffness affects your work, housekeep-
ing, leisure activities, exercise, sports 
or other activities. You go to the drug 
store or to your doctor and get pills to 
help relieve your pain. But you fi nd the 
pain keeps returning.   Alternatively, 
the doctor may refer you to a special-
ist who may tell you that surgery is 
needed or is an option for you.

However, many people are hesitant 
to have surgery given its invasive 
nature.  It is important to know that 
although surgery is sometimes neces-
sary, it is considered a last resort in 
most cases. 

 Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated 
with chronic use (or overuse) of  pain 
pills or anti-infl ammatory drugs that 
include damage to the liver, kidneys 
and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach that has 
helped many sufferers improve their 
lives dramatically: Laser therapy uses 
light to favor and accelerate the body’s 

Shoulder/
Elbow/Wrist 

Pain: 
New Approach 

Delivers 
Remarkable 

Results

natural healing processes. The innova-
tive Multiwave Locked System (MLS) 
Laser produces a safe, effi cient and 
simultaneous effect on pain, infl am-
mation, swelling and water retention, 
exceeding the limits of  traditional 
LLLT (Low power) and eliminates 
concerns of  HP (High power) laser 
therapy.

What does this mean for you?
Our patients have reported a 90-95% 

relief  of  their symptoms, more mobil-
ity, increased fl exibility and vastly im-
proved function!

It is the very latest in medical tech-
nology, with years of  clinical studies 
supporting its safety and effi cacy and 
we are very proud to offer our patients 
effective solutions to their recent or 
chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and highly 
effective approach has helped many 
sufferers improve  their lives dramat-
ically”.

Come in and allow us to help you 
achieve the results you deserve!  Call 
(905) 773-2225 to book your FREE con-
sultation and examination at King West 
Wellness Centre 141 King Rd., Unit 10, 
Richmond Hill (In the Home Hardware 
Plaza).

Our patients have reported 

a 90-95% relief of their symptoms, 

more mobility, increased fl exibility 

and vastly improved function!

Newmarket-Aurora PCs ramp up 
nomination appeal efforts

By Brock Weir

Members of  the Newmarket-Aurora 
Progressive Conservative Riding 
Association will continue their efforts 
this week to seek an appeal into the 
process which saw Charity McGrath 
nominated to carry the blue banner in 
the 2018 Provincial Election.

As first reported in The Auroran 
last month, the riding association 
filed an appeal with the Ontario PCs 
on April 27 and, under the rules of  
the party, officials had seven days to 
respond. The Riding Association is 
set to meet this Saturday and will call 
on the Party Executive to order the 
Newmarket-Aurora results be audited 
by Pricewaterhouse Coopers.

In a press release Tuesday, Riding 
Association President Derek Murray 
alleges there is “clear and substantial 
evidence indicating the campaign 
team for Charity McGrath Di Paola 
blatantly breached party rules 
in their membership drive when 
members did not pay their own fees 
and their signature was falsified on 
the membership form, and fraudulent 
members were knowingly allowed 
to vote at the nomination meeting in 
which Charity McGrath Di Paola was 
declared the winning candidate. 

“The riding association initiated an 
investigation and 100 per cent of  the 
membership list was called.”

Receiving a 22 per cent response 
rate, the Riding Association says 89.89 
per cent of  respondents had been 
contacted by a candidate to attend 
the April 8 nomination meeting, 50.17 
per cent signed an application to be a 
party member, and 40.06 either paid or 
had an immediate family member pay 
for their membership. In all, they are 
challenging 358 voters on the rolls over 
both municipality.

This information, they say, was 
provided to Bob Stanley, Executive 
Director of  the Ontario PC Party 
who replied the Party reviewed the 
submission and determined it “does not 
raise a question that merits a hearing.”

The riding association argues the 

rejection of  the appeal indicates they 
feel “upwards to 25 per cent of  [Riding 
Association] members potentially 
being forged or fraudulent is not 
worthy of  a hearing.”

“In all recent nomination races, 
Executive Director Bob Stanley is a 
consistent player,” said Mr. Murray in 
his statement. “[PC Leader] Patrick 
Brown has  indicated he has nothing 
to do with the nomination meetings. 
Notwithstanding the response from the 
Party Executive Director, we call on 
Patrick Brown, the Party Membership 
Chair, and the Party Executive to direct 
PricewaterhouseCooper to conduct 
an independent third party audit of  
legitimate memberships for all riding 
appeals and demonstrate that values 
of  transparency and accountability are 
firmly in place in the Ontario PC Party.

 “Ethics and accountability must 
start with our own party first.  Only 
a full audit by PwC of  the legality of  
disputed memberships can validate our 
parties’ commitment to the principles 
of  transparent, fair, and democratic 
government and the legitimacy of  the 
nomination meeting and the resultant 
candidate. Our collective goal should be 
to decisively win the next election with 
the strongest candidate in each riding 
nominated by legitimate members and, 
in contrast to the current government, 
ensure the party stands for the highest 
ethical standards in keeping with the 
Leader’s public commitment to ethics 
and accountability.”

When asked to comment on the 
latest step in the appeal, Ms. McGrath 
said she wanted to thank “all the new 
members and existing members” of  the 
riding association and called for unity.

“I’m deeply humbled and grateful 
to have obtained the support of  the 
majority of  the members and will 
continue to work very hard to get our 
message out to the voters in Newmarket 
Aurora,” said Ms. McGrath. “I want to 
thank all those who volunteered to help 
my nomination campaign and those 
who purchase a membership to support 
my candidacy. I also want to thank 
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Church redevelopment clears Public Planning hurdle
By Brock Weir

Plans for the redevelopment of  Aurora 
United Church and adjacent retirement 
centre cleared another hurdle last week, 
receiving unanimous consent from 
Council members at Wednesday night’s 
Public Planning meeting.

With this tentative approval, developers 
and concerned neighbours will likely have 
until July 4 to continue working together 
to hammer out remaining differences.

Following last week’s Public Planning 
meeting, the redevelopment of  the site, 
which includes a now-seven storey 
retirement complex, will next come before 
elected officials at a General Committee 
meeting, followed by a Council meeting to 

ratify that decision. 
Marco Ramunno, Aurora’s Director of  

Planning, told lawmakers and residents 
alike that his final report could come 
before Council by the end of  June but 
would most likely take until the July 4 
cycle to be complete. 

In the meantime, Councillors told a 
packed house they hoped the intervening 
weeks will allow the two disputing 
parties to address remaining differences 
– particularly building height, tiering 
and massing from Tyler and Temperance 
Streets – before the next meeting.

“All of  us on Council are hopeful that 
we can move forward with this application 
in a way that satisfies the congregation of  
the United Church and local residents and 

we can move forward,” said Councillor 
Michael Thompson. “Aurora is a town of  
good neighbours and I think we would all 
like to continue forward.”

Added Councillor Paul Pirri: 
“Collaboration isn’t always a quick, tidy, 
easy thing to do. Sometimes it takes work 
and sometimes there are concessions 
made on all sides. Keep moving forward 
and keep working together and I am sure 
by the end of  it we will have something 
there we are all proud of. The second you 
stop thinking about our neighbours as 
neighbours is when we get into trouble.”

At the start of  last week’s meeting it 
became clear the proposal now before 
Council was a markedly different one.

Speaking on behalf  of  the proponents, 
planner Sarah Millar said a “substantial” 
amount of  work had been done to 
modify the plan since March. Height, 
she conceded, was an issue with many 
community members, as were massing 
and setbacks from the side streets. 
Nevertheless, Amica was able to rework 
their retirement home plans to come 
down two storeys and reconfigure the 
space to accommodate 152 units rather 
than the initially proposed 159 units.

Parking issues brought up from 
residents had been largely resolved, 
as had redesigning the back end of  the 
building to be more in keeping with the 
adjacent residential neighbourhood.

Nevertheless, Council members said 
they understood many of  the residents’ 
remaining concerns but said they had a 
fine line to walk. 

“I will always support any application 
if  the concerns of  the residents are met,” 
said Councillor John Abel. “That is what 
tears it with me. The developers know 
how to talk to staff  and we make decisions, 
but we have to make decisions based on 
what the residents are telling us. It is 
loud and clear the residents on Tyler and 
Temperance and surrounding areas have 
an issue with the massing, specifically on 
the back part. I hear that loud and clear.

“It was a tremendous loss but often out 
of  the ashes there is an opportunity and 
now we can rebuild and put a sustainable 
entity and the outreach they provide 
can continue and it will be a model that 
sustains for many, many years. This is 
a great model moving forward. It is a 
responsible model.”

In any redevelopment, he said, there 
has to be a benefit to the wider community 
and providing these residential units for 
seniors is a benefit.

Councillor Tom Mrakas was another 
Council member who said the potential 
benefits from the development needed to 
be weighted in the process.

“We are elected to represent all of  the 
residents of  this Town and the Town 
as a whole,” he said. “When we look at 
planning and applications, we look at it 
from a high level view of  what is good 
for the Town as a whole. This vision 
has been going on since 2010 when the 

Aurora Promenade Plan was developed 
and it was to intensify the Yonge Street 
Corridor. That is what we are doing. It is 
also helping with the growing population 
of  our seniors [and] we’re desperately 
going to need extra housing and that is 
what helps out with this. 

“I have always stated that if  there 
is not a benefit to the community as a 
whole then we don’t move forward with 
an amendment. As we look forward I see 
many benefits in this application. I see 
that the proponent has listened to the 
concerns, have made substantial changes, 
they have dropped two floors, have done 
some extra tiering. I would like to see a 
little bit more tiering but I think when we 
get to that general committee meeting we 
can still work on a few things. We’re very 
close but I think we need to keep moving 
forward and we have an obligation to 
make a decision tonight. While it is not a 
final decision we need to make a decision 
moving forward.”

Councillor Jeff  Thom had a similar 
perspective, outlining the benefits to the 
community and also the hope that there 
is a way to move forward this summer “in 
a way that satisfies the congregation of  
the United Church and local residents.” 
Aurora, he said, is a “town of  good 
neighbours” and that should be the order 
of  the day.

Listening to the comments of  her peers, 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner said she 
was “proud” to be part of  a Council that 
articulates the values of  residents, but 
said, from her perspective of  the longest-
serving incumbent Council member, that 
this planning application was one of  the 
most “difficult” she has seen yet.

“Usually we have residents on one side 
and a developer on the other. In this case, 
we have residents in the neighbourhood 
and we have residents who also are part 
of  the developer’s plan because they are 
part of  the church community,” she said, 
joking that, as a Libran, she wanted to 
please everybody. “I am going to look at 
it from a planning perspective. We have 
an OP (Official Plan) and part of  that 
OP is our Promaenade plan and that is a 
vision for Yonge Street. In this case, it is 
the historic part of  Yonge Street. Then 
we have the respect in our official plan for 
Stable Neighbourhoods and for transition 
so that stable neighbourhoods are 
protected. For both of  these, the height 
and the massing and the setbacks are not 
what is required.

“I know that everybody has worked 
very hard to come up with a plan that is so 
much better and so many of  us have said 
so much closer and thank you and thank 
you to the residents who have worked so 
hard as well. Hopefully when we come 
back to our general committee meeting 
there will have been a little bit more 
progress made so I can say we have been 
able to support the needs of  our residents 
and a wonderful and contributing church 
community.”

Artists’ rendering of how the 
retirement home will look from 
Temperance Street looking 
south. 

Illustration courtesy  
of Aurora United Church
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Neighbours still at odds over Aurora United Church plans
By Brock Weir 

Councillors last week said they 
hoped neighbours could come together 
to build a consensus over Aurora 
United Church’s redevelopment plans 
before they render a final decision this 
summer – but, as far as bridges go, there 
is still a wide gap to cover.

Crowds filled Council chambers last 
Wednesday night for the final public 
planning meeting on the proposed 
redevelopment of  Aurora United 
Church and its associated seven-storey, 
152 unit Amica retirement home.

The assembled audience represented 
all views on the issue – from neighbours 
worried the new retirement home 
building will set a terrible development 
precedent in their largely Victorian 
neighbourhood, neighbours who 
wanted to see some downtown 
revitalization, and, still, neighbours 
who just want a place of  worship to 
once again call their own. 

Nearly 20 residents came to the 
podium last week to make their appeals 
to Council. These appeals ranged from 
tweaks to – our outright rejection of  
– the rebuild plans, to just getting on 
with it, to considering the benefits 
to the larger community from both 
perspectives. 

One such neighbour urging a 
significant re-think on the development 
plans was Tanya Pietrangelo, who said 
the developers simply had not done 
enough to change the plan to fit in with 
the area – “our charming community 
full of  character.”

“Our homes will suffer if  this 
development proceeds as is,” she said. 
“My current house value will diminish. 
Who will pay for that difference? And 
I am not the only one. How would you 
feel if  a large seven storey building 
was going to be built right beside your 
house or right in front of  your front 
door? Or just a few doors down from 
the house you wanted to call home for 
the next 60 year and invested all of  your 
savings in? I have spoken to so many of  
our neighbours on Tyler, Temperance, 
George, Mosley, Mill, etc., and they all 
share the same sentiments as I do.

“This has nothing to do with the 
church or the church plan itself. We 
support the church in its endeavours 
to rebuilt, but it is the proposed 
retirement building plan as is that is 
not good enough. It is obtrusive. It does 
not fit in and it doesn’t add value to our 
residential community.”

More needs to be done to set back the 
building from Temperance and Tyler 
to be more in keeping with the existing 
homes and, ideally, should not be more 
than three-storeys high in keeping with 
what is already in the neighbourhood. 
She said she understood that it might 
not be feasible with the developer with 
whom the church is partnered, but said 
no more than five stories should be 
allowed. 

“Over 200 of  our neighbours signed 
a petition that voiced their concerns 
about the scale and size of  the building 
and the issue of  adequate parking 
and increased traffic. Please listen 
to your residents,” she said. “How 
many neighbours that already feel 
so defeated? They feel that the Town 
doesn’t care about them. How shameful 
when residents who pay their taxes and 
contribute to the community are made 
to feel this way. Listen to your residents 
and make the developer come back with 
a better plan that fits with our homes 

and our community.”
Among those in the opposite corner 

was Brian Elliott. Although a resident 
of  Newmarket, Mr. Elliott said he has 
been a member of  the Aurora United 
Church congregation for nearly three 
decades, drawn to the church because 
of  the wide array of  activities it offered 
and community programs it facilitated, 
from Inn From The Cold to Alcoholics 
Anonymous.

Approving the plan would ensure 
the “Angel of  Yonge Street” rises once 
again in Aurora. 

“While of  course the building is gone, 
our spirit continues to thrive. We need 
help to help us create a new home,” he 
said. “We want to make the church and 
its facility a centre for the community 
in addition to it being the church 
home. To do this, and ensure a legacy, 
we need funds to make this happen. 
Unfortunately, even with our insurance 
settlement, we needed help and we 
sought out a quality development 
partner for a joint proposal where we 
would retain the ownership of  the land.

“Contemplate that if  this proposal 
doesn’t succeed, what happens? I 
take a very logical view of  things. 
There seem to be two alternatives. 
One is to move to a much less costly 
building and a site, perhaps outside 

of  Aurora’s boundaries. There is not 
a lot of  affordable land in Aurora. For 
us, this is not what we would want to 
happen. We are an urban church on 
Yonge Street and we would like to get 
back to our mission on Yonge Street. 
The second alternative is to merge 
with an existing church with existing 
facilities, possibly outside of  Aurora’s 
boundaries. Again, this is not what we 
want. The congregation is dedicated to 
Aurora.”

There were many additional reasons 
to go ahead with the plan, he offered. 
One was to replace a lost building and 
all the community resources it provides, 
thus taking pressure off  municipal 
resources to fill the gaps, providing 
quality retirement spaces for a growing 
seniors’ population, the employment 
opportunities that come along with it, 
and meeting intensification targets.

Among those addressing Wednesday’s public planning meeting were Aurora United Church ministers 
Andy Comar and Lorraine Newton Comar. 			                       Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Pianist Jarvis returns to share his passion with a hometown crowd
ByBrock Weir

Music is the passion that fuels the 
fire in Harrison Jarvis and growing up 
in Aurora he had plenty of  people to 
stoke the flames.

Whether it was the guiding hand of  a 
local music teacher who set him on his 
path, or a community member taking in 
his talent donating her grand piano to 
the budding artist so he had something 
to practice on worthy of  his talent, his 
career so far has been a local success 
story. And next Wednesday, he’s back in 
Aurora to play for the community that 
nurtured his talent from his earliest 
days. 

Jarvis, now a student at Bard College 
Conservatory in New York, will hold a 
concert at the Aurora Cultural Centre 
this Wednesday, June 7.

Featuring the works of  Bach, 
Beethoven, Chopin, Debussy and 
Schumann, Mr. Jarvis says he is looking 
forward to sharing his favourite pieces 
with his hometown.

“Aurora has been an incredible 
community to me, growing up here 
and musically,” he says. “I took piano 
from Stan Cyprys here in Aurora for 
nine years and he was such a generous 
teacher and really cared a lot about 
my growth. I also had Geri Adam who 
literally donated her grand piano to me 
so I could have a good instrument to 
practice on.

“There are so many countless 
examples of  the community in Aurora 
really helping me develop as an artist 
and I wouldn’t be anywhere that I am 
today without them. I really thought 
it would be fun to come back and get 
to play a concert and share music 

with the people who helped me 
so much.”

When The Auroran last 
checked in with Harrison 
in 2015, he was vying for a 
spot in CBC’s Piano Hero 
competition. He was bolstered 
along the way by Mr. Cyprys’s 
guiding hand and able to 
hone his talent on 
Ms. Adam’s piano, 
which she donated 
after first hearing 
him play and 
learning that his 
family simply 
c o u l d n ’ t 
afford a 
grand piano. 

“It is 
p r e t t y 
critical for a 
pianist to have 
a grand piano 
t o  p r a c t i c e 
o n  b e c a u s e 
t h e  a c t i o n  i s 
s o  d i f f e r e n t , ” 
h e  e x p l a i n s . 
“When she told me 
she wanted to donate it  
to me I was completely bewildered!  
I still kind of  can’t believe it, it was 
an enormous help to me, and I just 
improved so much because of  it.”

From that CBC competition, he has 
performed at New York City’s Alice 
Tully Hall at Lincoln Center as part 
of  the Gemini Youth Symphony. Since 
then, he says he has been “thrilled” to be 
able to study with Benjaman Hochman 
at Bard College where he is taking a 
double degree in psychology and piano 

performance.
He’s happy to be home, 

however, and is preparing a 
program for next Wednesday 
designed to take you through 

the whole human experience.
“There is a rich literature in 

music and I don’t think 
people have as 

much exposure 
to it as they 

might have 
had in the 

p a s t , ” 
says 

 

 

Harrison. “This concert is a good 
way to share some incredible music 
with people and I hope they get to 
experience all the sorrow, tragedy, 
excitement and ecstasy that is found 
in the music that I am playing. 

“I just have a profound love 
of  music. If  I go for a few days 
practicing or a few days without 
listening to music I actually go a 
little insane! There is really nothing 
else in the world I love doing more 
than playing the piano. It is just 
my passion. I love to spend time 
practicing my instrument, exploring 
the incredible compositions I 
get to learn and continuing my 
relationship.”

To experience Harrison Jarvis 
this Wednesday, June 6 at the 
Aurora Cultural Centre, the concert 
gets underway at 7.30 p.m. Tickets 
are $20 for adults and $15 for 
students and seniors, and available 
at harrisonjarvis.eventbrite.ca. 
Proceeds from ticket sales will 
support his summer studies and 
performances at Orford Musique 
in Quebec and Klaviersommer in 
Cochem, Germany.

Pianist Harrison Jarvis       
Supplied photo

Teen Idol is a great opportunity for young 
performers, says 2016 winner

By Brock Weir

The past 11 months have been a 
time of  growth for Melissa Suma.

Come Canada Day, it will be 
exactly one year since the Aurora 
teen wowed the judges with the 
power of  her voice and her presence 
on stage, ultimately taking the 
crown in the 2016 Aurora Teen Idol 
competition.

Now that her time as Aurora’s 
reigning singer draws to a close, she 
is encouraging other young singers 
looking for a good opportunity – and 
a good challenge – to step forward 
and unleash their talents.

The application deadline for 
the 2017 Aurora Teen Idol is fast 
approaching.

If  you are between the ages of  12 
and 17, a resident of  Aurora, and 
looking for a big break, you have 
until June 9 to get your applications 
in.

Following the application 
deadline, auditions will take place 
on Wednesday, June 14, from 6 – 8 
p.m. with each contestant preparing 
one song to perform in front of  a 
panel of  three judges. From there, 
nine semi-finalists will be chosen 
to perform once more in front of  
the crowds at Aurora’s Canada Day 
celebrations at Lambert Willson 
Park. 

“It has provided so many great 
opportunities and it really helps you 
develop yourself  as a person and a 
performer,” said Suma, just before 
going to talk about the Teen Idol 
program at a local school. “The finals 
of  the competition were a personal 
highlight because I really wanted to 
be confident and sing out there on 
the stage. It was also my first time 
singing jazz, so it was a really neat 
experience and I have been enjoying 
singing jazz ever since. In Teen Idol, 
you get to perform in front of  a lot 
of  great people and it has really 
helped me develop my confidence as 
a performer and singer and I think I 
have really grown as a person from 
the experience.”

The Winner of  the 2017 Aurora 

Teen Idol will have the opportunity 
to perform at scores of  Town events 
over the following 12 months, from 
Ribfest in August to the annual 
Community Recognition Awards 
held each May. In Melissa’s case, 
she even had the opportunity to 
perform at a recent charity baseball 
tournament where York Regional 
Police took on Toronto’s finest. 

It has also led to many other 
opportunities for her as well, 
including a local production of  
Tosca, and bolstering her confidence 
to try out for a new CTV reality show.

“Teel Idol looked like a great 
opportunity in getting experience 
competing and performing, and 
to showcase my talents and build 
up a performance resume, and I 
hoped it would help me enter some 
other competitions as well,” she 
said. “Since then, I have also been 
focusing more on writing my own 
music and I have been looking at a 
few new competitions to try, such 
as the new CTV show The Launch. 
It is across Canada and it starts in 
January. You apply through a video 
and get a chance to work on some 
original music with professionals 
during the process.

“It would be an amazing 
experience and it would be my first 
time ever on a TV show! It would be 
just a great opportunity to further 
develop myself  as a performer 
and I would be really honoured to 
participate.”

For more information on 
Aurora Teen Idol and to download 
application forms, visit www.aurora.
ca/teenidol. 

2016 Aurora Teen Idol Melissa Suma    
Auroran photo by Glen Rodger
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Local author offers “fifty shades of green” with sci-fi adventures
By Brock Weir

Inspiration can strike people in the 
strangest places, and at the strangest 
times. For Aurora resident Brian 
Horeck, the commonplace sighting of  a 
few water bugs doing the backstroke in 
a minnow trap started turning the gears 
on an unlikely career path.

Now, the Sudbury native, who once 
saw high school English as the enemy, 
is a best-selling sci-fi author and will be 
bringing his Northern Ontario stories 
to a hometown crowd at this Sunday’s 
annual Aurora Chamber Street Festival.

“They look like aliens,” was one of  
Horeck’s first thoughts when he cleaned 
out that fateful minnow trap but, as the 
creative mind went to work, he pondered, 
“What if  they actually were?”

His first novel, “Minnow Trap”, 
focuses on a Northern Ontario summer 
where three long-time fishing buddies 
stumble onto some strange happenings 
– and critters – at one of  their favourite 
haunts. Soon, they are in a nightmare 
not only with extra-terrestrial life, but 
international intrigue.

“English being my worst subject, I 
hand wrote my chapters and went to the 
computer to try typing, which I had to 
try with just one finger,” he laughs. “I 
went to my late wife, who I lost just as I 
finished writing the book, and I got the 
book out with her help.”

With his first book typed up and 
ready to go, he set about on a rather 
unconventional marketing campaign, 
self-publishing the book and advertising 
it on billboards scattered along the 
Ontario stretch of  the Trans-Canada 
Highway. Giving away little more than 
“Minnow Trap” was coming, it got 
people pondering just what “Minnow 
Trap” was. 

Soon, Horeck found out that it is a little 
bit harder than he anticipated to get word 
out on a self-published novel, but he was 
confident they would sell, a confidence 
bolstered by his sure knowledge he had 
a good story behind him.

“The hardest part is convincing 

yourself  that you have a product,” he 
says. “You have to make a first impression 
and you only have one chance. I know 
I am not the best writer and I had that 
going against me, but I had to get sales 
up there. I did my best with a run of  3,000 
copies. I got them out there and I couldn’t 
believe how they were selling!”

Even at that point, Horeck didn’t 
necessarily see himself  as an author and 
gave little thought to writing a second 
book but after “Minnow Trap” got out 
there, he heard from readers wanting 
more. Before coming up with a sequel 
to his debut novel, he published “Frozen 
Beneath,” a second novel set in Northern 
Ontario exploring a meteorite crash.

Only, it’s not a meteorite crash. A 
spacecraft has taken a nosedive into 
a frozen lake, a craft carrying space 
tourists. Naturally, chaos ensues when 
hunters Kevin and John delve deeper 
into just what is sitting at the bottom of  
the lake.

“I know the books before I write them,” 
he said, adding he’s always looking for 

authenticity. “I went ice fishing and 
watched for everything my friends said 
or did to pick up stuff, whether they 
accidently lost the slush scoop through 
the ice trying to clean the hole up, or 
dropped their cell phone down. I want 
people to relate to it and think, ‘I feel like 
I am out there with my buddies.’ I wat 
to relate to people and be real in what 
is happening. I see tens of  thousands 
of  vehicles going up the 400 with ATVs, 
snowmobiles and boats behind them and 
they just want to get up to God’s country 
just to relax, fish, hike and I want to 
write to them.”

For example, once up in God’s 
country, he happened to be in a store 
and overheard one of  the locals refer to 
urbanites as “Citiots,” That, of  course, 
made it into the book – only now they are 
a target audience! 

“I read everything now, even romance 
to get some ideas,” he says. “With 
Minnow Trap 2, I am getting a bit of  
feedback that it is ’50 Shades of  Green’ 
with a little something going on there 
with an alien who is in human form and 
rather appealing to the men. Now, my 
Grade 10 English teacher showed up at a 
book signing at Chapters in Sudbury and 
she said she had to make sure she saw 
me in person, saying that the Brian she 
knew never even read a book  let alone 
wrote a book. She couldn’t believe it, so 
you just never know! 

“I felt I was the only person to tell that 
story.”

For more on Brian Horeck, stop by his 
booth at Sunday’s Aurora Street Festival 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., or visit www.
brianhoreck.ca.

[fellow nomination candidates] Tom 
Vegh and Bill Hogg on the recruitment 
efforts and sincerely hope that we can 
all work together to win the riding for 
the PC party.

“I’m excited to put the people of  
riding first and work hard just as 
Frank Klees did. I will be a strong voice 

for them and bring their concerns to 
Queen’s Park. I believe that all local PC 
members are united in the belief  that 
Kathleen Wynne’s Liberal government 
needs to be replaced in the next year’s 
provincial election and I look forward 
to working together to create the 
change that is so very needed in our 
province today.”

McGrath calls for party unity in 
Newmarket-Aurora
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Intervention TO

www.interventionto.com
(647) 949-7959 or info@interventionto.com
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We can help.

• Intervention
• Referrals to treatment facilities
• Family counselling 
• Sober coaching

Jason K. Allan 

Wills and Estate Law 
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15393 Yonge Street, 
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1
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Southlake Foundation. “At that time, 
he had just joined the Foundation 
Board. Peter served as Director of  
the Foundation Board until 2015, 
putting in countless volunteer hours 
to help bring world-class care closer 
to home for the people of  Aurora and 
our Region.

“Peter further demonstrated his 
commitment by serving on several 
sub-committees, but Peter didn’t 
just attend meetings; he was always 
a well-prepared, active participant 
who asked challenging and insightful 
questions to ensure he was fulfilling 
the role to which he had committed 
as a leader from the community.

“He has dedicated a tremendous 
amount of  time and talent as a 
leadership volunteer to making 
our community a better place. He 
has supported this commitment 
with personal philanthropy and by 
lending his good name to champion 

the many causes that are dear to his 
heart. Southlake would not be the 
hospital it is today if  not for Peter 
van Schaik.”

Outside the world of  Southlake, 
van Schaik’s reach can be felt in many 
areas, from his active support of  the 
Robotics Club at St. Maximilian Kolbe 
Catholic High School, to the Aurora 
Youth Soccer Club and the Aurora 
Ducks Swim Club to, most recently, 
taking on the role as Honourary 
Chair for “Happy Hearts,” the new $5 
million capital campaign launched 
this month by Community Living 
Aurora Newmarket.

“He is an unsung hero in the 
community,” says Rosalyn Gonsalves, 
former president of  the Aurora 
Chamber of  Commerce, who, in 2007, 
nominated him for the Business 
Person of  the Year Award. “It was my 
feeling at that time as well he was an 
unsung hero in the community.”

There came a time, however, when 
she realised the scope of  the behind-
the-scenes work being carried out 
and as soon as she retired from the 
Chamber, his was the first name that 
came to mind at nomination time. 

“Peter’s involvement in the 
Southlake Foundation and Hospital 
have been innumerable in his discreet 
and non-flamboyant manner,” she 
says. “He has worked tirelessly as an 
unsung hero in our community for 
many years and there is no one more 
deserving of  the award.”

This is the same sentiment shared 
by his spiritual leaders as well. Van 
Schaik is an active member of  Our 
Lady of  Grace Catholic Church. 
Former Our Lady of  Grace pastor 
Joe Gorman says soon after coming 
to Our Lady of  Grace, Peter’s 
contributions quickly became clear.

“Peter Van Schaik is a remarkable 
man. He is a man of  integrity, of  
compassion, he shoots straight from 
the hip,” says Mr. Gorman. “His 
contributions are not just monetary, 
it is his time, it is his talent, and it 

is his treasures. Everything comes 
back to family: his upbringing, his 
wife, his children, his grandchildren. 
Peter is a man, first and foremost, 
of  family. Charity starts at home, 
it starts with his family, but as an 
example to his family, it shines to 
the people around him, not just the 
people of  Aurora but the people 
across our community. 

“Peter is a quiet, simple man. He 
does things not out of  recognition, 
he does things from the heart 
because it is the right thing to do. He 
makes people better, from the time 
he spends with them, from his advice 
and guidance, and he doesn’t need 
the spotlight to do what he does. He 
does it because it is the right thing 
to do. 

“We want to work with Peter 
because he takes the time to get to 
know people, takes the time to get to 
know not just themselves, but their 
families and their friends.”

As he listened to his praises being 
sung by the Mayor, Mr. Van Schaik’s 
face became red as he realised he 
was not at Town Hall to see his wife 
Teresa receive an award – as he was 
led to believe – but that he was just 
about to receive the Citizen of  the 
Year honour.

“So, you can see I am not dressed 
up, but Teresa is!” he said after being 
called up to receive his award. “I 
have been very fortunate in life being 
blessed with health, wealth, and a lot 
of  children and grandchildren, all 
healthy, so what more can one man 
ask for? Having said that, giving 
back to the community is always a 
wonderful thing to do. The needs 
are always there, there’s more needs 
than there is a capability, and that is 
one reason I do get involved.

“Things are needed and because 
of  that we step up to the plate [and] 
there is a campaign to be finished, so 
I know there are some people in the 
audience I will be calling on before 
the campaign will be over!”

Citizen of the Year hailed for quiet acts of giving

Community Recognition Awards 
honour the “backbone” of Aurora

By Brock Weir

Volunteers are the backbone of  
every community and on Monday 
night over 20 individuals who work 
tirelessly behind the scenes to make 
Aurora – neighbourhoods, business 
community, schools – what is today 
were recognized. 

Leaders in business, youth, 
environmentalism and simply 
leading the way as good neighbours 
were honoured for their service at 
the annual Community Recognition 
Awards held at Town Hall.

Recognized with the Youth 
Volunteer Award, which is presented 
to young Aurorans who have 
demonstrated positive leadership, 
was Michelle Stewart, a Grade 
12 student at Dr. G.W. Williams 
Secondary School. 

“Michelle has been a part of  the 
Sarah’s Stars club for more than three 
years,” reads her citation. “The club 
began when Michelle was inspired by 
a local girl named Sarah who, in 2012, 

was diagnosed with cancer at the age 
of  five. Students have since raised 
more than $10,000 for the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society of  Canada. 
As Michelle moved forward through 
high school, she continued supporting 
Sarah’s Stars. In her final year of  
school, she became chairperson of  
the club, leading dozens of  students 
to support the fight against cancer. 
Michelle is a caring and kind leader 
who has inspired youth around her.”

Next up was the Green Award, 
designed to recognize those who 
support protection, preservation, 
sustainability and the conservation 
of  our natural environment. This 
year’s recipient is Windfall Ecology 
Centre, which was hailed for its efforts 
with the Healthy Kids Community 
Challenge, storm water mitigation 
programs, and helping businesses 
and residents address climate change. 

Aurora Winter Blues Festival co-
founder Jamie MacDonald honoured 
with this year’s Arts & Culture Award. 
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One lucky pro-contractor left Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre on Wednesday in a 2017 
Toyota Tundra Pickup. Chris Tillsley of Cougar Iron was selected from the Pro Contractor Toyota Tundra 
Sweepstakes contest held at the Barrie Home Hardware Pro Show on January 10. As part of the show, 
pro contractors had the opportunity to visit the Toyota booth to fi ll out a ballot for the chance to win 
the grand prize.                 Auroran photo by Chelsea Ertel

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday,

June 3rd & 4th
2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

17200 Concession Rd. 12
King Township

$949,900
Indoor Pool!

Call

TINA McCARTY,
Sales Representative

Direct 416-885-1445
Office 905-936-4216

Originally inspired by the Johnson 
Family, it is designed to recognize 
individuals and groups who have 
enhanced the Aurora community 
through their support of  the arts.

“Jamie has been a driving force 
behind the Aurora Winter Blues 
Festival, having grown this amazing 
community experience from a house 
party into a month-long event. 
Jamie has been instrumental in 
creating cultural collaborations and 
networking throughout our Town. 
From music pop-ups at art exhibitions 
and local businesses, to summer 
outdoor band shell performances at 
the Farmers’ Market, there are few 
residents that have not benefited from 
his volunteer efforts.”

Individuals and non-profits who 
have enhanced the Town through 
their contribution, commitment, and 
leadership in charitable giving, civic 
engagement and community spirit 
are recognized with the Community 
Leadership Award. This year’s 
recipient, participants of  The ABLE 
Network, certainly fit the bill. 

“Participants of  the ABLE network 
programs are involved, on some level, 
in volunteer work on a weekly basis 
that benefits the Aurora community. 
The ABLE Network is a not-for-
profit community-based program 
that provides relevant and inclusive 
work and recreation opportunities 
for young adults with intellectual 
disabilities. Participants lead the 
way in creating a community where 
everyone has the opportunity to make 
meaningful contributions.”

Some participants have found 
opportunities at Omar’s Shoes and co-
owner Raz Khamissa was recognized 
with the Inclusivity Award. 

“He firmly believes that helping 
eliminate barriers for people will 
make Aurora a better place to live.”

Good neighbours all, but one local 
couple was singled out with the Good 
Neighbour Award. Alda and Reggie 
Lima were recognized for giving of  
themselves “effortlessly” to help 
their neighbours.

“From assisting others with 
projects such as putting out 
neighbours’ recycling, mowing their 
lawns and helping to fix fences, 
they do not hesitate to bring their 
tools and get involved. Not only are 
they handy, but they are generous 
with their homemade Portuguese 
treats, which they willingly share to 
brighten anyone’s mood. The Limas 
contribute to making Aurora a great 
place to life.”

Youth Volunteer Award-winner Michelle Stewart, with Dr. G.W. Williams teacher Jocelyn Kervin and nomi-
nator Mark Watkin. Michelle helps keep the memory of Mr. Watkin’s daughter, Sarah, alive through leading 
Sarah’s Stars at Williams, where the team spearheads cheek swabs for the Bone Marrow Donor Registry.

The 2017 Community Recognition Award recipients.

The ABLE Network received the Community Leadership Award. 
Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

A great place to live is also a safe 
place to live, and this year’s recipient 
of  the Community Safety Award is 
Richard Boyne, who was recognized 
for his work with the Youth Justice 
Committee, Aurora Police & 
Community Together (PACT), the 
Community Safety Village and the 
York Regional Police Auxiliary Unit. 

“Richard has demonstrated 
outstanding leadership, long-tome 
volunteering commitment and 
continuous efforts to raise awareness 
about safety.”

While a great place to live is also a 
safe place to live, it is also fostered by 
the contributions of  good business, 
and the recipient of  this year’s 
Good Business Award is Magna 
International which was recognized 
for the millions of  dollars raised 
for local charities over the decades 
through Hoedown and giving back in 
numerous other ways. 

Recipients of  the 2017 Volunteer 
Service Awards are (20 Years) Mary 
Haberer, Janet Metcalf, Janice O’Hara, 
Penny Stephens, (25 Years) Helen 
Burlanyette, Suzanne Charlebois-Bin, 
Brigitta Emes, Diane Schormans, 
Michael Varcoe, (30 Years) Ken 
Smith, Rosemary Verge, (35 Years) 
Jan Gibson, Bruce Walkinshaw, (40 
Years) Marion Lougheed and Deborah 
Simerson.

Community Recognition Awards honour the “backbone” of Aurora
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Aurora United women earn first win of the season

York Regional Police run for Special Olympics in memory of detective
Story and photo by Jake Courtepatte

The York Regional Police are ensuring 
one of  their own’s passion for the Special 
Olympics lives on forever.

Rob Plunkett, a strong ambassador 
for the Special Olympics in life, lives on 
in death through the annual Race for 
Plunkett, held Wednesday at Riverwalk 
Commons in Newmarket.

“Rob Plunkett’s passion for Special 
Olympics, and his leadership, has always 
motivated members of  our police service 
and the community to get involved,” said 
Thomas Carrique, York Regional Police 
deputy chief. “This event is a testament 
to Rob’s legacy, as both a person and a 
police officer.”

Though the torch run by law 
enforcement was celebrating its thirtieth 
anniversary this year, it was the ninth 
to be named in honour of  Plunkett, 
who served as chair of  the 2000 Special 
Olympics Spring Games in York Region.

Plunkett was the victim of  a botched 
car theft in August of  2007. After his 
death, two other York Region officers 
stepped in to take on his role as the 
coordinator of  the torch run, which 
now accepts citizens outside of  law 
enforcement and draws hundreds of  
participants each year.

A gold medalist at the Canadian Police 
Olympics and the “Toughest Cop Alive” 
contest, his love for sports fueled his 
passion to get as many people as possible 
into the game.

“Rob was committed to helping 
people be the best that they could be,” 
said Carrique. “He is really a shining 
example for all of  us.”

The event, which begins in the 
Commons and follows routes of  both five 
and ten-kilometres, raised over $30,000, 
all of  which goes to the Special Olympics 

program. 
Over the past three years, the event 

alone has raised over $90,000 for Special 
Olympics.

Both the 2013 Summer Games Legacy 
Fund and YRP Association donated 
$2,500 to the cause. The Lang family were 
the highest team fundraisers, bringing in 
over $2,700, while the highest individual 
total went to Michelle Paddison.

“It’s great to see so many people 
dedicated to such a cause,” said 
Newmarket Mayor Tony Van Bynen. 
“There are many things you can be doing 
on a Wednesday, but the fact that all of  
these people are here today making a 
positive difference in the lives of  others 
is something everyone should be proud 
of.”

As is tradition, prior to the run, 
members of  Special Olympics Ontario 
carried the torch across the grounds 
of  the Commons to the podium before 
reciting the Special Olympics motto: 
“Let me win. But if  I cannot win, let me 
be brave in the attempt.”

Registration fees and donations to the 
event went directly to supporting athletes 
living with intellectual disabilities, 
helping cover the cost of  transportation, 
programming, uniforms, and more

By Jake Courtepatte

All it took was one.
A late goal from Ellie Hayes made her the heroine in 

the Aurora United FC women’s first win of  the League 
1 Ontario season, defeating the Woodbridge Strikers 
1 – 0 in their fourth game.

“I think it’s good for the girls to have a good 
performance today,” said Aurora head coach 
Gianni Cimini. 

“This is the fourth game and we finally got a 
victory. We were pretty tight in most of  those 
matches but couldn’t close the deal, and today 
we stuck with it and got there, in the eighty-
seventh minute I think, and it was deserved. I 
think we hit a couple crossbars, so I was happy.

“I think we tired out a little bit in the second 
half  and obviously you’re not going to control 
the whole game. There are two teams on the field 
and I think we managed that transition period 
where they were putting a little bit of  pressure on 
us and in the end we ended up scoring the goal. It 
was a good game, it was an exciting game all the way 
through.” 

Patricia Koutoulas, also a keeper with the national 
Under-17 club, kept a clean sheet for the home side.

The win vaulted Aurora over the Sanjaxx Lions 
out of  the basement of  the semi-pro league’s 
standings, now tied with Durham, Toronto, and 
Woodbridge. 

They face FC London (2-1-0) at 4 p.m. on 
Saturday at St. Maximilian Kolbe field.

The men’s side of  Aurora United followed with 

their second one-goal 
loss in a row, as they continue to search for their first win of  

the season.
Also hosting Woodbridge, Luca Baldassarre was the 

only goalscorer in the 1 – 0 match, finding twine in the 
41st minute to preserve his team’s perfect start to the 
season.

Losing midfielder Jackson Tooke to a red card in the 
first half  and fielding only ten men, Aurora failed 

to find the opportunity to beat keeper Quillan 
Roberts.

“It’s similar to last week against Masters 
when we had three or four good chances 

and I think everyone saw today we had the 
same,” said head coach Derek O’Keeffe. “If  you score one of  
them, it’s a different game. We went in at half-time and we 
were positive about what we were doing but we felt that we 
would get more chances.” 

“However, when you lose a man against a team like 
Woodbridge, your back is always going to be against the 
wall.”

Despite the outcome, O’Keeffe said he was “very, very 
proud” of  his players.

“They gave me everything and they still kept the score 
line 1-0. We still kept our discipline. Obviously our attacking 
momentum had dwindled due to the player sent off, but they 
kept going right to the end. Woodbridge knew they had a 
game there tonight, they really knew they had a game.”

The men are winless through their first five games of  the 
season, playing to a 0-4-1 record. They face a tough opponent 
in the 3-1-1 Vaughan Azzurri on Saturday at the St. Max field.

Kickoff  is set for 7 p.m.
For stats and schedules, visit www.league1ontario.com.

      The Aurora United   
  FC women got their  
 first win of the season 
Saturday in a 1 - 0 game 
against the Woodbridge 
Strikers. 

           Auroran photo 
by Jake Courtepatte
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Pictured above is Mellisa Cellitti; hair stylist at Giampierre’s Beauty Salon located at 265 Edward 
Street in Aurora, celebrating her 15 year anniversary at the Salon with friends, family and clients. 
Melissa is an aesthetician working with all the new trends and has built a base of many loyal  
clients over the last 15 years. Giampierre’s Beauty Salon has been in business 40 years as of this 
fall.

Get on your feet – or go to the dogs: June is Recreation & Parks Month
By Brock Weir

June is Recreation & Parks Month 
and there is something for everyone 
– whether you have four legs or the 
more conventional two.

This Saturday, June 3, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., Sheppard’s Bush is ready to 
go to the dogs once again for Aurora’s 
Paws in the Park. Back for 2017 after 
the inaugural event last year was all 
but completely washed out due to 
huge downpours, this year’s event is 
intended to celebrate Aurora’s love of  
dogs.

Complete with free treats and 
activities, an opportunity for pet 
owners and local pet vendors to meet, 
as well as a chance to learn more 
about Aurora’s pet bylaws and how to 
license your pet, it is set to take place 
rain or shine.

But, this is just the first in a 
series of  events Aurora has planned 
throughout June for Recreation & 

Parks Month. 
The celebration started in 2005 as 

an annual “mobilization movement” 
across Ontario involving parks, 
recreation centres, schools, and 
neighbourhoods in general.

“By celebrating June as Recreation 
and Parks month, we are able to 
promote recreational programs and 
park facilities in the community,” 
said Franco DeMarco of  the Town 
of  Aurora. “Each year through 
this initiative the Town of  Aurora 
successfully engages hundreds of  
participants in activities that increase 
physical activity, promote healthy 
eating and encourage safe play. 2017 
provides a special opportunity as 
we celebrate Canada’s 150th birthday 
and the many benefits of  parks and 
recreation in our community.

“We know that participation, 
both structured and unstructured 
recreational, sport and cultural 
activities improves physical, 

psychological and emotional health. It 
can reduce rates of  sometimes chronic 
diseases including diabetes and heart 
disease. Recreation services fosters 
social, intellectual, physical and 
emotional development. Participation 
in recreation and sport and cultural 
activities reduces the reliance on 
health and other social services.”

If  you’re a senior, head over to the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex on 
Thursday, July 8, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
for the Seniors Information & Active 
Living Fair, featuring 35 exhibitors, 
12 on-stage fitness and active living 
demonstrations, three health-related 
seminars and, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., a 
community barbeque hosted by MPP 
Chris Ballard.

The Fair is sponsored by the Town, 
Club Aurora, Activate Aurora, the 
Aurora Seniors’ Association, the 
Older Adult Centres Association of  
Ontario and the Ministry of  Seniors 
Affairs.

Next, on Saturday, June 10, from 
10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. at the Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex is the 

Aurora Playlist Challenge, which 
will give families to come out and 
try over 10 different activities from 
Participaction’s 150 Playlist, dubbed 
the ultimate list of  Canada’s Favourite 
Activities. 

Those are just two examples of  
events on tap this month and if  you 
take them all in, you could win. Pick 
up a “passport” at the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex, Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex or Town Hall 
beginning this Thursday, June 1, and 
have them stamped as you go for a 
chance to win a $50 credit for Town of  
Aurora recreation programs.

“We have something for all ages 
and abilities and the best part is that 
most of  these activities are free,” said 
Mr. DeMarco. “Record the activities 
that you have completed on your 
passport and once you have completed 
four types of  activities, submit our 
completed passport by June 30.

“Submit any photos related to June’s 
Recreation and Parks month to us on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
using our hashtag #aurorajrpm2017.”

By Jake Courtepatte

The Aurora Barbarian men are 
still looking to put their mark on the 
2017 Marshall Premiership season.

A 55 – 14 loss on Saturday to the 
Brantford Harlequins at Fletcher’s 
Field in Markham has the Barbarians 
riding a two-game losing streak to 
start the campaign, after a loss to 
the Markham Irish two weeks prior.

The Barbs have struggled 
defensively so far, giving up 94 

points, the most allowed in Rugby 
Ontario’s most elite competition.

They next face Stoney Creek 
RFC in an away match on Saturday, 
in which one team will come out 
the winner of  their first game this 
season.

The women’s side, meanwhile, are 
off  to a hot start after a win over 
the Markham Irish to increase their 
record to 2 – 0 to start the season.

They take to the road to visit the 
winless Yeomen Lions on Saturday.

Barbarians winless through two games

T h e  A u r o r a  
Barbarians (black) 
fell 55 - 14 to the 
Brantford Harle-
quins at Fletcher’s 
Field in Markham 
on Saturday. 

Auroran photo 
by Jake Courtepatte
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

1162 Andrew ad_Broad_Half.indd   1 5/25/17   1:20 PM

Next phase of Library Square development approved
By Brock Weir

The future of  Library Square took 
another inch forward last week as 
Council gave the green light to beginning 
design options on just what might replace 
the former homes of  the Aurora Public 
Library and Seniors’ Centre on Victoria 
Street.

Firm in their vision of  a public 
gathering space of  some sort, Council 
formally approved the demolition of  
the two buildings and putting out a new 
Request for Proposal for a company to 
bring this vision – and the vision of  the 
community to life.

While it is not the big leap forward 
some neighbours might have been hoping 
for, Council members insisted that this 
“baby step” was closer than Aurora has 
ever come to resolving the nearly 20-
year debate on what to do with the old 
buildings.

“We have heard from our community, 
we have heard from our community 
partners, and we have heard from all of  
our boards,” said Councillor Tom Mrakas. 
“We are moving forward as we all want 
to, and as the community wants to. Last 
June we made a decision to demolish 
two buildings, we have already made 
that decision, we’re moving forward with 
putting out the tender in having someone 
do the demolition for us. We’re also putting 
out the tender to have someone do those 
detailed designs. We haven’t done that.

“We have had some high view concepts. 
That’s what we’ve done and now we’re 
looking for those detailed designs. I am 
excited just as everyone else is to get this 
done and finally move forward and have 
something special in that area.”

Councillor Mrakas was responding 
to Councillor John Abel’s observation 
that with last Tuesday’s vote they 
are essentially back to 2013, but other 
members said they disagreed. 

“While I understand where Councillor 
Abel is coming from in starting at square 
one, we’re actually starting right now 
after doing some much needed research 
on repurposing old buildings in our 
community. It has been up in the air for a 
very long time,” said Councillor Sandra 
Humfryes. “We have been able to do lots 

of  community consultation, lots of  lots 
of  public information sessions where 
the public were able to engage and give 
input on both of  those options. I think we 
have officially conducted those surveys 
and those consultations officially for 
repurposing and that is what the biggest 
difference is. 

“There are lots of  different ideas and 
lots of  different perspectives and we just 
wanted to make sure that this term we 
were actually able to get here. At this point 
there is no way but forward full force.”

This was a view shared by Councillor 
Michael Thompson who called the process 
to get to this point  a “challenging one” 
that has been addressed “umpteen times” 
for almost 20 years, garnering “dozens 
and dozens of  staff  reports. While he 
said Councillor Abel is right that this was 
talked about in 2013, it was also discussed 
in reports and talks dating back to 2003.

“From my perspective, I think this 
Council is closer than anyone has ever 
gotten in turning Library Square from 
a concept into a reality,” he said. “I don’t 
necessarily see us starting over. It has 
been a struggle, it has been baby steps, 
but sometimes it is two steps forward 
and one step back but I think we have 
all seen the progress and I am optimistic 
that we continue to drive this forward and 
hopefully see it come to fruition in this 
term.”

From Councillor Paul Pirri’s 
perspective, Council was not back at the 
starting post but making an informed 
decision after two years of  consultation 
on the Cultural Precinct Plan.

“Politicians often get in trouble when 
they make evidence-based decision-
making but go down the path of  decision-
based evidence-making,” he said.

Looking over the history it has taken 
to get to this point, Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner says it is a matter that has 
been tackled by five Councils now and, 
so far, it has proven to be a “very difficult 
decision to make.” Aurora has done a 
lot of  public consultation, she said, and 
now the Town is on the right track.

“I am very sorry about the demolition 
of  the Old Library, which was our 
Centennial gift to ourselves and I am 
opposed to demolishing it before we 

ASIAN HERITAGE MONTH

York Regional Police threw open the doors of their Aurora headquarters on Saturday morning for a  
colourful celebration to mark Asian Heritage Month. (Top) Young Nicole Min performs a Burmese 
dance. (Middle) A Lion Dance offered by Northern Legs Southern Fists. (Bottom) Singer Martina Or-
tiz-Luis. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

know what we’re going to be doing 
with the property, but it is the will 
of  the majority of  Council and I do 
congratulate this Council on taking what 
I believe is one step forward as well.” 
Added Mayor Geoff  Dawe: “I do believe 
we’re moving forward, perhaps faster 
than some might like, and not as quickly 

as others, which means we’re probably 
at the right pace! I do think we’re 
moving in the right direction and I am 
looking forward to continuing with that 
process.”

Ultimately, the “baby step” forward 
was carried unanimously on a recorded 
vote.
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From page 1

COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST
905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CGA CGA,LPA

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

free of  contention, ultimately coming 
down to a 7 – 2 vote, with Aurora’s 
two youngest Councillors – Paul Pirri 
and Jeff  Thom – being the loudest 
champions of  traditional paper ballots. 

The irony was not lost on other 
members of  Council who championed 
electronic voting not only as the way of  
the future, but also as a way of  opening 
the vote up to more people, whether 

they are physically unable to make it 
to a polling station or simply don’t have 
time to make it before or after the daily 
commute. 

They were nevertheless firm in their 
convictions.

S p e a k i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e 
recommendation, Councillor Thom 
cited a number of  studies from British 
Columbia to the City of  Toronto, to 
Australia recommending against 
internet voting to 2013. Despite the 
expansive staff  report on different 
voting options pursued by other towns 
and cities, it did not address why places 
like Waterloo, Whitby and Guelph have 
either moved away from, or rejected, 
internet voting. 

He also referenced recent security 
hacks, including one at Disney, as being 
a cause for concern when it comes to 
the safety of  the vote. 

“We all want everyone to be able to 
exercise their constitutional right to 
vote and I think is very sacred but we 
have to make very sure that we have 

the safest method possible to conduct 
our elections and we owe that to the 
residents,” said Councillor Thom. “If  
one day every four years the people of  
Aurora have to put it in their calendar 
and say I am going to make efforts to 
vote – I agree that it would be better for 
inclusivity for people with accessibility 
issues but I think the risks associated 
with internet voting don’t outweigh the 
benefits. The status quo is fine to me.”

In his report, however, Town Clerk 
Michael de Rond cautioned that no 

voting method is 100 per cent risk-free. 
While a hybrid voting system might 
be more expensive at first than either 
paper-only or internet-only methods, 
there are significant benefits in the end. 

“There is no such thing as a perfect 
election,” he said. “Unexpected issues 
always arise and staff  are forced to think 
quickly about how to solve problems. 
These issues could manifest themselves 
in situations like temporary election 
staff  not reporting on election day, a 
power outage, or any number of  other 
hitches. Likewise, staff  also accept 
that there is an inherent risk with 
any method of  alternative voting. Our 
commitment to Council is to prepare as 
thoroughly as we can for the method of  
Council’s choosing. 

“Does the status quo of  a paper 
ballot counted by vote tabulators create 
a problem? Staff’s response would be 
no, as this is a proven model in this 
municipality to elect representatives. 
However, the addition of  internet 
voting does enhance the democratic 
process for the residents of  Aurora. By 
providing voters an additional option 
from the traditional paper ballot, the 
election becomes much more inclusive 
to the whole population of  Aurora.”

Ultimately, this was a deciding factor 
for Councillors like Wendy Gaertner 
who were not altogether enthusiastic 
about an internet model.

“I am going to vote for this because 
I believe that anything that can 
contribute to accessibility is the right 
way to go for this Council, so I will be in 
favour,” she said. “I am not happy about 
it, but there it is!”

Others, however, were more fulsome 
in their support, including Mayor Geoff  
Dawe, who was in favour of  internet 
voting at the outset. 

For Councillor Michael Thompson, 
convenience was just one deciding 
factor with accessibility the other.

Some, he said, find it a challenge to 
get out to vote, particularly those with 
mobility issues and the cost of  getting 
to the polling station could be an 
additional barrier to exercising their 
democratic rights. 

“This option allows all a better 
opportunity to get out and vote,” he 
said. “They may not exercise it, it 
might not approve numbers as some 
Councillors have alluded to, but it does 
create a more equal playing field and 
allows people the opportunity to vote 
who may have had challenges getting 
out in the past.

“I don’t believe that internet voting 
in any way elevates the risk to the 
Town. We conduct a lot of  online 
business. If  someone wants to attack 
the Town through malware or a cyber 
security attack, having online voting 
or not will not increase or elevate our 
exposure level.”

Added Councillor Joh Abel: “We pay 
our taxes online, we should be able to 
vote online. This is where we’re going. 
We’re going to be online and using 
technology. This is where we’re going 
with our lifestyle. I would be in favour 
of  going hybrid. The safeguards will be 
in place.”

With a hybrid model in place, staff  
will be gauging its success next year. 
If  the success is resounding, the Clerk 
noted there is a possibility there could 
be a further push to move towards 100 
per cent electronic voting by the time 
of  the 2022 municipal election.

Hybrid voting model will be in place for 2018 municipal election

We all want everyone to be able to 
exercise their constitutional right to 
vote and I think is very sacred but 
we have to make very sure that we 
have the safest method possible to 

conduct our elections
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THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983Tel: 905-727-6401

www.nyhp.on.ca
8 Industrial Pkwy. S.

Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps
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Not for Profit Sports Camp & 
Retreat Facility Since 1967

www.teenranch.com • 519-941-4501

OVERNIGHT & DAY CAMPS
Hockey-Horses-Soccer-Extreme-BMX-WHAM

Summer Hockey Programs
Father/Son Hockey Retreat June 16 - 18

Your Best 
Summer 

Starts 
Here!

KUMON MATH & READING OF AURORA - YONGE & EDWARD
265 EDWARD ST., UNIT 17  

905-900-0475 • kglozic@ikumon.com

FREE REGISTRATION*
JUNE 2015

*Offer valid at participating Kumon Centres  
only when you enroll between 6/1/15 - 6/30/15.  

Contact the centre for promotional details.

June 1st - 30th 2017
*Offer valid at participating Kumon Centres

only when you enroll between 6/1/17 - 6/30/17
Contact the centre for promotional details.

905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

THURSDAY, JUNE 1
Celebrate the first 25 years of  Light of  Christ 

Catholic Elementary School today with an open house 
and community barbeque. Light of  Christ CES is 
celebrating 25 years of  excellence in Catholic education 
on June 1. Mass will be celebrated at 1.30 p.m. followed 
by speeches. An Open House, Art Gala and BBQ will be 
hosted at the school starting at 5 p.m. All current and 
former staff, students and parents are invited to attend. 
For more information, visit loc.yrdsb.ca. 

* * * * 
Come out to Hillary House tonight for their first ever 

Youth Music Night. Come and showcase your talents 
in a beautiful, historic park-like setting. All genres 
welcome. Come and perform or just enjoy the music 
under the stars – rain or shine. Tickets are $7. For more 
information, visit aurorhs.com/activities. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 3
Aurora hosts its first-ever Indigenous Festival today 

with The New Beginnings Pow Wow at Lambert Willson 
Park from 12 noon to 9 p.m. Free entry to the Pow Wow 
featuring traditional dancing and drumming. Food 
festival featuring traditional food and classic favourites. 
Multicultural performers and a market place. Please 
no dogs permitted, service animals excepted. For more 
information, visit www.aurora.ca/powwow

* * * * 
Celebrate your love of  dogs today at Aurora’s Paws 

in the Park. Taking over Sheppard’s Bush from  10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., enjoy free treats, activities, meet other pet 
owners and local pet vendors, and learn about the Town 
of  Aurora’s pet bylaws and how to license your pet. For 
more information, visit aurora.ca/pawsinthepark or 
call 905-727-1375.

* * * * 
PFLAG hosts York Region Family Pride today at 

Richmond Hill’s Town Park (43 Church Street South) 
from 12 noon to 4 p.m. York Region Family Pride provides 
families with a fun and welcoming safe space where you 
can teach your kids about inclusion and the diversity in 
sexual orientation and gender identity and expression, 
featuring crafts, a bouncy castle, games, a DJ dance 
party from 1 – 3 p.m., Doo Doo the Clown, the Magic of  
Aaron Matthews at 2 p.m., LGBTQ-friendly vendors and 
much more. Family Pride is an official Stand Proud York 
Region initiative hosted by PFLAG Canada York Region, 
with support from the Town of  Richmond Hill.

* * * * 
Come out and celebrate Canada’s 150th anniversary 

by learning a bit of  code today at STEM Minds from 12 
noon through 2 p.m. Located at 212 Earl Stewart Drive, 
Unit 3, STEM Mind is is proud to offer a free coding 
workshop in partnership with Canada Learning Code 
as part of  the #Canada150 celebrations. Come out and 
learn how to code in our hands-on workshop in our 
brand new location! Whether you are a beginner or an 
expert, there is something for everyone. While you’re 
here, learn more about our programs, summer camps, 
and get a tour of  our new makerspace! Register for your 
free ticket early to secure your spot at www.stemminds.
eventbrite.ca.

* * * * 
Hear the Paskke String Quartet in a unique close-up 

experience that cannot be matched in a large concert 
hall this afternoon at the Aurora Cultural Centre. From 
2 – 3.30 p.m., the quartet will be joined by award-winning 

Canadian pianist Elissa Miller-Kay. See and hear the 
performance including: the Dvorak Piano Quintet 
Opus 81 and the Mendelssohn String Quartet Opus 12. 
Each work is introduced with an informative narrative. 
Tickets: Adults $15, Seniors and Students $10.

SUNDAY, JUNE 4
The Aurora Chamber of  Commerce will hold the 

22nd annual Aurora Chamber Street Festival today 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Running along Yonge Street from 
Wellington to Murray, the festival is family-friendly 
and fun for all ages. There are over 500 vendors on 
Yonge Street, fantastic street performers, delicious 
food, musical entertainment and so much more. The 
event happens rain or shine. Parking and admission are 
always free!

* * * * 
Running in conjunction with the Street Festival 

is Activate Aurora’s “Open Streets Aurora,” a 
neighbourhood experience designed to encourage people 
of  all ages to visit an interesting location by providing 
activities that are non-commercial and engaging. Open 
Streets Aurora will encourage active transportation 
through walking or wheeling in the Cultural Precinct. 
FREE parking has been arranged for the west GO 
Parking lot for all participants’ convenience.

* * * * 
Ride 4 Styles – Now in its seventh year, the Ride 4 

Styles honours the memory of  fallen officer Constable 
Garrett Styles. The 2016 Ride raised more than $20,000 
for York Region charities and welcomed 150 riders. 
Since the inception of  the ride, the event has raised 
more than $80,000 for York Region charities. Proceeds 
from this year’s ride will be donated to Victim Services 
of  York Region, Jumpstart - Canadian Tire and the Aga 
Khan Foundation Canada. A donation will also be made 
to the Canadian Police Memorial Ride to Remember. 7 
a.m. to 12 noon at the Community Safety Village (3291 
Stouffville Road). Registration is $50. Ride begins at 8 
a.m.

THURSDAY, JUNE 8
The Town of  Aurora will host the Seniors 

Information & Active Living Fair today at the Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex (135 Industrial Parkway 
North) today from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The Fair will feature 
over 30 lifestyle exhibitors, fitness demonstrations, 
health seminars, grab bags, healthy snacks and, from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., a community barbeque hosted by MPP 
Chris Ballard.

SATURDAY, JUNE 10
KC’s Cancer Cushion will hold its 11th annual 

Pub Nite & Silent Auction this evening from 7.30 – 1 
a.m. at the Newmarket Community Centre (200 Doug 
Duncan Drive). Bid on work of  local artisans at the 
silent auction, dance to live music of  POGO RODEO 
featuring Tyler Stewart of  Barenaked Ladies. Enjoy 
a great late night buffet. Tickets are $35. Contact 
us KC’s Cancer Cushion at cushionfund@gmail.
com, 905-836-8592, or www.cushionfund.com. Since 
2007, KC’s Cancer Cushion Fund has been providing 
financial assistance to Cancer Warriors. At a point 
when fulltime work is impossible, many cancer 
patients do not have the money to pay uninsured 
medical expenses or additional expenditures related 
to things like childcare, parking or meals in hospital. 
Proceeds from this event will help cancer patients pay 
for uninsured medical costs and essential daily living 
expenses.
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At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

AIRPORT LIMO

CANDLES

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CONTRACTOR

CREMATION DECKS

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

This could be 
your spot!

Call us: 905-727-3300 x 102

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

KUNG-FU

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

PROPANE

MOVING

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

Not everyone
needs your services all the time, 

but if you want to be there 

when they do... 

Advertise in Aurora’s 

At Your Service Directory

905-727-3300

Why take a 
gas-guzzler? 

Hire an eco-friendly Hybrid for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $80.00 

Call  416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
email: info@ecolimoyorkregion.com   ecolimoyorkregion.com

 York Region

SKYLIGHTS

INCOME TAX

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

INCOME TAX SERVICES

clofer@rogers.com  647.273.1981

Serving Aurora and the GTA 
All retruns E-Filed 
Pickup & Delivery of your tax returns 
Personal and Small Business 

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

www.gelmaniacandles.com
We pride ourselves on using the fi nest candle making ingredients available today

 to make hand poured candles that are Highly Fragrant–Long Burning–Affordably Priced. 

416.779.8203 | 190- industrial Parkway S  Aurora, Ontario L4G 3 V5

Home of the

CANDLE
Gelmania Candles

REUSABLE

PLEASE CALL OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR STORE HOURS

Summer Hours: From June 14 - Open everyday Monday to Saturday 13:00 to 18:00. Sunday Closed

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Proudly serving York Region

rhinorestorations@gmail.com

We provide a variety of services
• Concrete Patio • Waterproofing

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Windows
• Doors Demolition • Garbage Clean Up
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

YOUR LOCAL KING CITY CONTRACTOR
Call 905-773-7466
for your quote today!

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
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SERVICES

HELP 
WANTED

HELP WANTED

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

REGISTERED RE-
CES required for 
local school aged 
child care centres in 
Aurora. Must have  
experience working 
with children ages 
4-12 years. Available  
for part time split 
shift Monday to 
Friday 7 - 9 am and 
3 - 6:30 pm. Please 
contact Marisa at  
amongfriendsday-
carecentres@hot-
mail.com.

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat processing facility from Ar-
thur immediately requires 16 Wholesale and Retail Butchers 
with a minimum of  2 to 3 years of  direct hands on experience 
in meat cutting and processing. Duties include cutting and sec-
tioning of  meat, skinning and removing blemishes, deboning 
rabbits and chickens, cutting meat into specialized cuts and  
preparing for wholesale and retail sales. HS diploma or equivalent 
required. Positions offered are permanent full time and salary is 
$16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week, OT after 44 hrs a week. Please apply 
in person at 7597 Jones Baseline in Arthur, via email at joea@ 
abatepackers.com, via fax at 1-519-848-2793 or via phone at 1-519-
848-2107.

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY LOOKING for experienced, 
knowledgable, on-site supervisor for the York Region area. 
Please email resume to: stepheno@intercityrealty.com fax: 
905-597-0493   office: 905-597-0227.

HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

FOR SALESERVICES

S H E E P S K I N 
COAT –  Danier  
1 0 0 % s h e e p s k i n 
coat. Perfect con-
dition. Only worn 
twice. Best offer. For 
more information 
and to view 905-727-
6497.

LAWN  MAIN-
TENANCE  and 
landscaping. Resi-
dential, Commercial 
and Industrial. Free 
estimate. Leave mes-
sage  905-832-7737.

LARGE FILING 
CABINET 4 draw-
ers, with coat  
hanger. $100 obo. 
905-960-4721.

CDS has the following positions available: 

Groundskeepers
Full-time, Seasonal Contract

commencing immediately
Posting closes June 5, 2017
The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a
co-ed, non-denominational environment
located on 100 beautiful acres in King.

 Please visit our website for more details:
www.cds.on.ca/employment

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

LABOURERS 
NEEDED IMMEDIATELY 

WILL TRAIN   •  ROOFING CONTRACTOR •
Established roofing company in York Region looking for labourers. Must be able to  

commit to 5 days a week. Must have own drivers licence and transportation to shop. Great company  
to work for - paid weekly - opportunity to grow with company. Students welcome!!  $15/hr. to start. 

Will train.  Located just west of Newmarket/Aurora area just off Hwy. 400 in King township. 
Hwy 400 and Hwy 9 area. \905-713-6837

 

CARRIERS
WANTED 

 

 

CARRIERS
WANTED 

 

SENIORS 
WELCOME
to deliver The Auroran 
newspaper every Thursday. 
Earn money while getting  
exercise. 

Contact Cephise 
416-505-2770

Position – Aurora Food Pantry Manager, (part-time)
The Aurora Food Pantry (AFP) is a volunteer based not-for-profit organization governed by a voluntary Board of Directors.   

The AFP has been supporting the needs of Aurora and north Oak Ridges residents since 1990. The incumbent will manage  
the daily operations, including the provision of exemplary client service; coordinating volunteers; ensuring the  

maintenance of optimal inventory levels; and liaising with the community.
For a full description of the position, learn more about the AFP and to submit your resume.  

Visit us at www.aurorafoodpantry.ca
Note that the submission deadline is June 21, 2017.

Advertise in 
The Auroran 

CLASSIFIEDS
Call: 905-727-3300 

Ext. 102

Your son. Our mission.

Digital & Social Media Specialist
A 12-month contract position, 

with the opportunity for full-time employment.

The Digital & Social Media Specialist assists with the design, coordination, and exe-
cution of the School’s internal and external messaging. The successful candidate will 
design school marketing and communication pieces using Adobe Creative Suite pro-
grams, including the alumni magazine, The Andrean, open house advertising, programs, 
and brochures. S/he will help to plan and implement a comprehensive social media and 
digital strategy including managing the School’s social media pages and generating 
and sharing daily content that explores the world of St. Andrew's College and builds 
meaningful connections with all constituent groups.

The Communications Officer, Publications, assists with the coordination of all internal 
and external messaging for the College. The successful candidate will be responsible 
for the School’s bi-annual alumni magazine, The Andrean, including the creation of 
story line-ups, writing short and feature stories, and managing the School’s outside 
design firm. S/he will also be responsible for developing content for the SAC website 
and helping to organize media events. Experience in desktop publishing would be con-
sidered an asset.

Applications, including a covering letter and resume, should be forwarded  
electronically by Friday, June 16, 2017 to: HR@sac.on.ca
To find out more, visit our website at www.sac.on.ca

St. Andrew's College is hiring.

Communications Officer, Publications
A full-time position

AZ drivers 
required immediately  
Full-time, company benefits, 

GTA, home every night.  
deans@bulktransfer.com

• Working at Heights, Construction, 
requires MOL License……  
$19.00 / hr.

• Reach Truck Licensed Operators, 
min 5 years exp. $16.00 / hr.

• Design Engineer,  
Bakery Equipment, $65K

• Safety Compliance Officer, Truck 
Transportation Company, $90K

• MIG Welders……….… $17-18 / hr.
• Maintenance Electricians…  
$30/ hr. … Rotating D & A shifts

• Millwrights, Bolton, $30/hr.,  
rotating 3 shift operation.

ª Manufacturing Jobs, 12 hour shifts 
(Days & Nights) Mon – Thurs., + 
Fri 8 hr., $15.75 / hr.

• Parts Counter Sales, Industrial 
Tools, Fasteners, Electrical Sup-
plies   

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted
• Accommodations for job applicants with 

disabilities are available on request for your 
recruitment process.

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Phone

866-274-7231 Toll Free
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SATURDAY
JUNE 10
Join us for a day of craft beer, awesome food trucks, and non-stop 
music. The annual King City Craft Beer and Food Truck Festival will 
be held on June 10, 2017 from noon - 9:30pm. This year’s event will be 
playing host to some of the best craft breweries and gourmet food 
trucks from around the Province. The festival also features two stages 
of nonstop musical performances throughout the day, including this 
year’s festival headliner The Elwins. craftbeerandfood.ca The Elwins


