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ONCE MORE WITH FEELING – Lynn and Bruce Pearson dusted off their respective wedding dress and 
tux night to do 10 laps around the Pickering College track at Friday night’s Relay for Life Newmarket-Aurora. The 
Aurora couple, members of The Sole Sisters and Misters reached their collective fundraising goal of $10,000 and, 
as promised to their sponsors, donned their 1996 ensembles for a memorable turn. Joining them were Leah, 
mother-of-the-bride Wilma Fairbrother, Helen, Kevin, Brenda and Emma.                  Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Runaway Bride: Couple don their ‘96 
wedding duds for $10K victory lap 

By Brock Weir

Aurora’s Lynn Pearson was jittery on 
Friday as she fit herself  into her wedding 
dress and made sure everything was in 
place for her big night.

The wedding dress was a perfect fit, 
the veil was ready to go, now the only 
worry she had left weighing on her mind 
was whether or not she would be jilted at 
the altar.

You see, the very presence of  her beau, 
Bruce, showing up in his wedding tux 
was entirely dependent on the kindness 

of  friends, family and strangers. Lynn 
had met her wedding goal, but by Friday 
morning Bruce still had a ways to go 
before he was sure he would be able to 
don his glad rags.

Neither Lynn or Bruce should have 
worried, both made it just under the 
wire to reach their fundraising goals 
for that evening’s Newmarket-Aurora 
Relay for Life and people had to clear the 
tracks for Ms. Pearson’s “1996 shoulder 
pads” as she made her promised 10 laps 
around the track.

This was the 10th year Ms. Pearson has 

participated in the local Relay for Life 
on a team which has grown to include 
three generations of  her family, and tens 
of  thousands of  dollars raised for the 
Canadian Cancer Society.

A leading organizer of  the event 
when Aurora still had a Relay to call 
its own, hosted on the lawns of  Magna 
International, Ms. Pearson is no less 
enthusiastic about the cause, which she 
became involved in following the death 
of  her father 10 years ago.

To mark the 10th anniversary, she and 

By Brock Weir

A new GO Train station on Mulock 
Drive in Newmarket will have a positive 
impact on the Aurora station and ease the 
parking concerns of  those living around 
it, according to Newmarket-Aurora MPP 
Chris Ballard and Mayor Geoff  Dawe.

Both men were on hand outside of  
Newmarket Town Hall on Friday when 
Ontario’s Transport Minister Steven 
Del Duca announced three new stations 
slated for construction on GO’s Barrie-
to-Toronto Corridor at Kirby Road 
in Vaughan, near the line with King 

Township, at Mulock Drive, and in 
Innisfil. 

While Mr. Del Duca cautioned that the 
three new stations need formal approval 
from Metrolinx this week – and following 
which will be more details on the where, 
the when, and the cost – local politicians 
welcomed the announcement.

“I think it is going to go a long way to 
solve that parking problem around the 
GO Station,” said Mr. Ballard. “We know 
that a significant number of  Newmarket 
residents – and beyond – come to Aurora. 
Now, this Mulock station will have lots 

By Brock Weir

A pilot project to ban left turns 
on Yonge Street at Wellington Street 
during peak traffic times has been 
put on the backburner until at 
least October following a Regional 
decision. 

Ahead of  last week’s General 
Committee meeting, local lawmakers 
were set to do a final sweep over the 
fine details of  a plan, banning left 
hand turns from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. and 
again from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. beginning 
August 15 and running through 

New GO station at Mulock will ease 
Aurora’s pressure: officials
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COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Date Time Location Meeting

Monday, July 11 7 p.m. Holland Room Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, July 12 5:30 p.m. Leksand Room Finance Advisory Committee
Tuesday, July 12 7 p.m. Council Chambers Council
Wednesday, July 13 7 p.m. Aurora Cultural Centre Aurora Cultural Centre Board
Thursday, July 14 7 p.m. Council Chambers Committee of Adjustment

Council meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10.  For a full list of upcoming meetings, 
please visit www.aurora.ca

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

PUBLIC NOTICE WHAT’S HAPPENING

NOTICE OF ROAD CLOSURE – AURORA’S CANADA 
DAY PARADE

Please be advised that vehicular traffic on the following portion of 
Yonge Street will be temporarily prohibited on Friday, July 1 from 
8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. for Aurora’s Canada Day Parade:

ROAD(S) TO BE TEMPORARILY CLOSED: 

• Yonge Street from Wellington Street to Mosley Street (8:30 
a.m. – 11 a.m.)

• Yonge Street from Mosley Street to Allaura Blvd./Henderson 
Drive (9:30 a.m. – 11 a.m.)

Elite Athletes Camp

Campers ages 11 to 15 will benefit from professional 
coaching and instruction by specialists in soccer, basketball, 
baseball and beach volleyball. Campers will also enjoy 
swimming and rock climbing. For more information or to 
register, visit www.aurora.ca/recguide

#AuroraCanadaDay

Please call 905-726-4762 or visit 
www.aurora.ca/canadaday 

for more information.

® STATE FARM AND RELATED TRADEMARKS AND LOGOS ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS 
OWNED BY STATE FARM MUTUAL AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE COMPANY, USED UNDER LICENCE 

BY CERTAS HOME AND AUTO INSURANCE COMPANY.

Dance in the Park
Thursday, June 30, 2016 • 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Aurora Town Park
49 Wells Street

Canada Day Parade 
Friday, July 1, 2016 • 10 a.m.
New Route – Yonge Street from 
Mosley Street to Murray Drive

Canada Day Festivities
Friday, July 1, 2016 • 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Fireworks at dusk!
Lambert Willson Park

135 Industrial Parkway North

PLEASE NOTE, WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO CANCEL, 
AMEND OR CHANGE ACTIVITIES.

Canada Day Holiday Service Schedule
www.aurora.ca • 905-727-1375

MUNICIPAL OFFICE • 100 John West Way

AURORA PUBLIC LIBRARY • 15145 Yonge Street
The Aurora Public Library will be CLOSED on Friday, July 1.  
For more information, please visit www.aurorapl.ca or call 905-727-9494.

WASTE COLLECTION

For Town-related emergency situations such as flooding,  
watermain breaks or downed trees, please call 905-727-1375 or  
905-727-3123 and follow the voice prompts. 
FOR ALL OTHER EMERGENCIES, CALL 9-1-1

EMERGENCY 
SERVICES

RECREATION CENTRES
Recreation centres including the Aurora Family  
Leisure Complex and the Stronach Aurora Recreation 
Complex will be operating with MODIFIED HOURS.  
For a full list of hours of operation and program  
opportunities including fitness classes, pool, gymnasium, 
rock wall and The Loft hours, please visit  
www.aurora.ca/canadadayclosure  
Please note, the Aurora Seniors’ Centre is CLOSED  
from Friday, July 1 to Sunday, July 3.

Check out our renovated  
Aurora Family  

Leisure Complex!
135 Industrial Parkway North

▶

Aurora Town Hall (100 John West Way) will be CLOSED on Friday, July 1  
for Canada Day. Regular business hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. will resume on  
Monday, July 4.

If you would like to pay a water or tax bill, payments can be placed in the drop-off 
box 24-hours a day outside of Town Hall. Please do not place cash payments in 
the boxes and remember to include your payment stub along with your payment. 
Alternatively, you may pay your bills through your ATM or through your bank’s online 
banking service. Parking tickets can be paid online at www.paytickets.ca

Waste collection for Friday, July 1 is MOVED TO Saturday, July 2 due to the 
Canada Day holiday. For more information on waste collection in Aurora, please 
consult your 2016 Waste Management Guide and Recycling Calendar.

P R E S E N T S

Concerts Parkin 
the

Aurora’s 2016

Concerts are Free!
Food vendors on site (a nominal fee applies) 

For your seating comfort, please bring your own lawn chairs

® State farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks 
owned by state farm mutual automobile insurance company, used under 
licence by certas home and auto insurance company.

Proudly sponsored by

#AuroraConcerts

www.aurora.ca/
summerconcerts

905-726-4762

Inclement Weather?
For inclement weather-
related inquiries, please 
call 905-726-4762.

Bring a food 
donation for the 
local Aurora food 
pantry and win a 
chance for you 
and three guests 
to sit in the TD 
Premium Concert 
Experience section 
complete with 
TD-preferred seating 
and complimentary 
snacks!

Premium 
Concert 

Experience

7 p.m. to 9 p.m. • Aurora Town Park, 49 Wells Street

July 6: Soli & Rob
A fun, interactive children’s concert featuring 

Soli and Rob Joy with excerpts from their 
musical “Bugs, Bugs, Bugs.”

Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PESTICIDE TREE INJECTION FOR CONTROL 
OF EMERALD ASH BORER IN THE TOWN OF AURORA
Town-owned ash trees located on the streets and parks listed below will be 
injected for control of the Emerald Ash Borer from June 15, 2016 to  
August 31, 2016, weather-permitting.

Pesticide Product:  IMA-Jet

PCP #:   31375, registered under the Pest Control Products Act (Canada)

Active Ingredient:  Imidacloprid

Selected ash trees will be injected on the following streets:

Selected ash trees will be injected in the following parks:

 
For more information, please contact Trugreen at 1-800-565-5296 or the  
Town of Aurora’s Parks and Recreation Department at 905-727-1375 ext. 3222.

Amberhill Way
Ardill Crescent
Ashford Court
Attridge Drive
Aurora Heights Drive
Benville Crescent
Corner Ridge Road
Cranberry Drive
Craiglee Court
Deerhorne Crescent
Defoe Court
Delayne Drive
Dinsmore Terrace
Evelyn Buck Lane
Gilbank Drive

Harmon Avenue
Heathersfield Lane
Hodgkinson Crescent
Hollandview Trail
Hollidge Boulevard
John West Way
Karindon Court
Kennedy Street West
Klaimen Court
Lacey Court
Langman Place
Lenarthur Court
Little Erica Way
Long Valley Road
Lougheed Court

Luxton Court
Marsh Harbour
McCleod Drive
McGee Crescent
Meadowood Drive
Monkman Court
Moorcrest Drive
Mugford Road
Murdock Avenue
Ochalski Road
Owls Foot Crecent
Pinnacle Trail
Raiford Street
Rush Road
Storrington Gate

Timberline Trail
Timpson Drive
Tribbling Crescent
Trillium Drive
Treegrove Circle
Twelve Oaks Drive
Wilkinson Place
Willow Farm Trail
Whispering Pine Trail

Atkinson Park (Twelve Oaks Drive)
Chapman Park (McMaster Drive)
Copland Park (Aurora Heights Drive)

Elizabeth Hader Park (Timpson Drive)
William Kennedy Park (Kennedy Street West)
Wilson Park (Moorcrest Drive)

Humber River Shakespeare presents their 
9th annual Summer Shakespeare Tour

This is a “pay-what-you-can” event ($20 suggested donation)

For your seating comfort, please bring your own lawn chairs

We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.
For inclement weather inquiries, please call 905-726-4762.

Humber River Shakespeare Company 1-888-993-4772  
Town of Aurora 905-726-4762

www.aurora.ca/theatre

July 15, 16 and 17 • 7 p.m.
Aurora Town Park • 49 Wells Street
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Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4227

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

SEEKING CITIZEN MEMBERS FOR THE TOWN OF AURORA 
ADVISORY COMMITTEES
Aurora Town Council invites residents to apply to participate as a citizen member  
of one of the following:

 Advisory Committees 
• Environmental Advisory Committee
• Heritage Advisory Committee

Applications must be received no later than 4:30 p.m. on Friday, July 8, 2016.

For more information on roles and responsibilities for Committee members, please visit  
Aurora Town Hall, Aurora Public Library or the Town of Aurora’s website at www.aurora.ca  

For more information, please call 905-727-3123, ext. 4227.
 
What is the application process?

Appointment to Advisory Committees is open to all residents of Aurora, or owners of land within the 
municipality, or a tenant of land in Aurora. Applications must be submitted to the Town on the approved 
application form. Application forms and additional information can be picked up at Aurora Town Hall, 
Aurora Public Library or by visiting the Town’s website at www.aurora.ca 

Applications should be addressed to the Deputy Clerk and submitted by email to pthoma@aurora.ca or 
by fax at 905-726-4732. Applications can also be submitted by mail or hand delivered to  
100 John West Way, P.O. Box 1000, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1.

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4772

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO PASS BY-LAW NUMBER 5868-16 
TO DECLARE AS SURPLUS AND SELL MUNICIPAL LANDS

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of The Corporation of the Town of Aurora (the “Town”) is providing notice of its 
intention to pass By-law Number 5868-16 on Tuesday, July 12, 2016, pursuant to Report No. CFS16-016 for the 
purpose of declaring as surplus and selling land municipally known as 12 Industrial Parkway South,  
Town of Aurora, Regional Municipality of York and legally described as Lot 1 Plan 535, Aurora, being all of  
PIN 03645-0021 (LT), all together having an area of approximately 0.55 acres, more or less, as illustrated for 
location purposes only on the map below. This land was recently vested to the Town through the regulated 
property tax sales process. The property is now in the process of being sold to Metrolinx for the purpose of 
providing additional public parking for the Aurora GO station.

The final version of By-law Number 5868-16 will be available on the Town’s website, located at  
www.aurora.ca/agendasminutes, on July 8, 2016 prior to the Council meeting to be held on  
Tuesday, July 12, 2016 at 7 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall in Council Chambers, located at 100 John West Way.

PROPERTY:  12 Industrial Parkway South, Aurora

   
LEGAL DESC.: Lot 1 Plan 535, PIN 03645-0021 (LT)

CONTACT: Additional information may be obtained from Dan Elliott, Director, Corporate & Financial  
  Services/Treasurer at 905-727-3123 ext. 4772 or by email to delliott@aurora.ca

YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

From page 1
October 15.

Now, following an eleventh-hour 
realisation from the Region of  York that 
they might have jumped the gun, the 
earliest this pilot project will get off  the 
ground is October 1, running through 
November 30.

“We were working with Aurora 
staff  on [the August] time period,” said 
Richard Hui, Manager of  Transportation 
Planning for the Region of  York, on the 
pilot, which was requested of  the Region 
by the Town of  Aurora last year. “As 
we approached it, we actually talked 
more with our legal services on what 
implementation and protocols were 
required and [we were advised] we would 
need Regional Council approval to carry 
out the bylaw changes.”

The earliest opportunity to get 
Regional approval would be at their 
Council meeting in September. 

A left turn ban at the busy beleaguered 
intersection is nothing new. A similar 
project was carried out in 1998 but was 
abandoned after traffic infiltration into 
surrounding neighbourhoods by drivers 
looking to bypass the intersection became 
a problem. Nevertheless, it is something 
Mr. Hui said the Region found beneficial 
to overall traffic flow.

“There will be less delays for the 
majority of  the traffic volumes,” he said. 
“Having said that, there will be impacts 
elsewhere. There will be the diversion of  
traffic to certain communities, or there 
may be more turning movements at 
intersections such as St. John’s Sideroad, 
in order to make up where the turns 
would occur. Right now we don’t know 
exactly where the impacts will be, but 
at a particular intersection of  Yonge 
and Wellington we think if  you restrict 
the number of  turns there will be some 
benefits.”

Mayor Geoff  Dawe told Councillors 
last week that he was concerned about 
the infiltration on surrounding streets, 
including Mark and Batson, and 
questioned how the Region was going to 
monitor that when the pilot comes into 
play. 

That is a challenge that will be tackled 
by the Region with the help of  the Town, 
said Mr. Hui, by monitoring through 
Bluetooth stations at 15 key locations 
around Yonge and Wellington.

A report on the results of  the pilot will 
be presented in the middle of  2017, he 
added.

While the decision implementing 
the pilot project – how, when and if  – is 
ultimately in the hands of  the Region, 
Council members will either reiterate 
their support for the plan, or lack thereof, 
this week.

Potential infiltration was one of  
the main bones of  contention when 
Councillors subsequently discussed Mr. 
Hui’s comments on the delay, along with 
making sure the public is fully aware of  
what might come to pass.

One of  the key components of  the 
pilot, said Mayor Dawe, is “pending local 
feedback” and that has been lacking so 
far, he contended.

“I don’t see how we can proceed with 
this without any feedback from the 
public,” he said. “I think we need to put in 
here that we’re going to put in at least one 
public information session. There will be 
infiltration on Mark and Batson.”

Councillor Michael Thompson said 
he saw no reason to delay a public 
information campaign on the pilot 
project. However, Ilmar Simanovskis, 
Aurora’s Director of  Infrastructure, said 
he was a “little leery” of  a public media 
campaign on a pilot project where the 
outcome is outside of  Aurora’s control.

“As of  12 noon today, we were under 
the impression that the Region had given 
us the green light to proceed with this 
project,” said Mr. Simanovskis. “When 
we were informed that they needed to go 
to their Council, now it is in their hands 
that this project may or may not proceed. 
If  I was still under the direction that they 
were in agreement, by all means we could 
proceed with this plan because now we 
have the green light to move forward, but 
that changed today and that is why we are 
concerned.”

Nevertheless, Councillor Thompson 
disagreed, stating public information 
sessions have taken place on a number 
of  issues where the final outcome is 
uncertain, such as Library Square. 

“I don’t seem to follow what the 
issue is,” said Councillor Thompson on 
building awareness this could be in the 
offing. “To me it makes common sense, 
but maybe I am missing something.”

Councillor Wendy Gaertner offered 
a similar view, adding that it is 
“disrespectful of  the public” to simply 
say this is what is happening.

“My son informing me that he wants to 
take the car and is going to do it is really 
different from asking my permission!” 
she said.

Turn restrictions require 
Regional Council approval

Reuben Street’s longest resident 
enters 100th year

By Brock Weir

Hot dogs, ice cream and popcorn 
sometimes get a bad rap, but talk to Doris 
Videan and she’ll tell you otherwise.

While it might not be a recipe for 
longevity, per se, they are certainly three 
good reasons to get up in the morning.

Ms. Videan recently indulged in these 
tasty treats the day before welcoming 
four generations of  her family, and a 
healthy delegation of  neighbours, and 
Mayor Geoff  Dawe, into her long-time 
home to mark her 99th Birthday.

These days, when we say “long-time 
home,” we might mean 50 or 60 years, 
tops.

But this is not the case with Ms. Videan. 
In fact, she has lived in her Reuben Street 
home for 97 of  her 99 years. Topping that, 
she has lived on Reuben Street her entire 
life, having been born just two doors 
down, moving into her present home, 
bought by her uncle in 1911, when she 
was just two-years-old.

It was here that she grew up, raised 
her daughters, and watched her 
grandchildren, and her growing band of  
great-grandchildren, grow up and come 
into their own.

“I came here when I was two years of  
age and I’m 99 now – I don’t want to leave 

until I have to,” said Ms. Videan with a 
chuckle. “I feel comfortable here.”

She held court earlier this month in a 
living room surrounded by family photos 
and artwork painted by her late husband. 
It was the day after an outdoor service 
held jointly at Town Park by Aurora 
United Church and Trinity Anglican 
Church when they got a whiff  of  the 
popcorn and grilled hot dogs.

Peals of  laughter rang out between 
Doris and friend Beverley Wood as they 
regaled the crowd about keeping their 
tummies from rumbling until the end 
of  the service – after all, it’s just good 
manners. 

And, when Mayor Dawe arrived to 
present her with her congratulatory 
plaque on behalf  of  Council, she 
immediately had a few bones to pick 
with him about the Yonge Street parking 
situation. 

“Doris is a legend,” said Ms. Wood 
of  her friend, whose father was once 
secretary treasurer of  Collis Leather. 
“We have just had the best history lesson 
on Aurora ever. She is so special. She 
comes to church every Sunday and I just 
don’t think I have ever met a person with 
a smile like that. Four generations here 
[for her birthday] is what Aurora is all 
about.”

FOUR GENERATIONS & A MAYOR – Four generations of the Videan family welcomed Mayor Dawe 
to matriarch Doris’ home to mark her 99th Birthday – and the 99th anniversary of her birth on Reuben 
Street. Doris, front and centre, is pictured holding her great-grandson Gavin Gibeau, as grandson Ethan  
Videan-Cox, daughter Ruth Anne Videan, and granddaughter Dana Gibeau gather around. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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To submit a letter to the editor,  
please send your email to  

letters@auroran.com
Deadline for submissions is 

 Sunday at 1 p.m.

Nearly two years ago in this space, 
I pondered what it means when your 
ancestral roots kick into high gear.

It was September 2014 and Scots 
were heading to the polls to cast 
their landmark vote for or against 
independence from Great Britain.

If  one chopped down my family tree 
and did a close examination of  each 
of  the branches, they would find most 
of  the branches dripped the blue sap 
of  Scotland’s saltire but, at the time, 
I wasn’t feeling the independence 
fervour felt by so many of  my ilk.

I went so far as to call myself  a 
bad Scotsman as I have yet to see the 
point of  a Burns Supper, particularly 
standing up for, and paying homage to, 
a stuffed and boiled sheep’s stomach, 
and trotting out the same old verses. 
However, I appreciate the fact that 
people do get a kick out of  it. I just 
wish they could explain it to me, but I 
digress.

I could appreciate why many voters 
were in favour of  independence. 
However, if  I had the right to vote in 
the referendum, I would have voted to 
stay in the Union. There were too many 
uncertainties, including the freedom 
of  movement throughout the so-called 
scepter’d isle, economic uncertainty, 
uncertainty over an independent 
Scotland staying within the European 
Union (something most voters in favour 
of  independence dearly wanted), and 
even whether or not athletes from an 
independent Scotland were eligible to 
compete in Rio this year. 

Ultimately, of  course, they voted to 
stay – and a fat lot of  good it did them.

I’m sure most of  you political junkies 
out there joined me on Thursday night 
glued to your devices waiting for the 
results of  that evening’s Brexit vote. 
Those who started the arduous wait 
with us most likely packed it in for 
the night when Remain was still in the 
lead, dubbing the coverage “boring”, a 
“foregone conclusion” or both.

We knew better.
“Boring” was the least apt word to 

describe this wild ride and, speaking 
solely for myself, before I knew it, it 
was 3 a.m. I was too stunned by the 
results to notice the clock.

In one fell swoop, the entire 
landscape of  both the United Kingdom 
was changed and, as a result, the 
entire landscape of  Europe itself  was 
teetering on the edge, and the world 
was on tenterhooks waiting to see what 
the fallout would be.

While the divisions for and against 
leave were striking when one divides the 
United Kingdom up into its constituent 
parts, what is perhaps most striking is 
the demographic gaps between those 
who voted Leave and Remain.

England, with the exception the 

London core, was clearly in favour 
of  the Leave vote while Scotland, 
Northern Ireland and, to a lesser 
extent, Wales, were on the completely 
opposite side of  the political spectrum, 
making their voices heard in a Remain 
landslide.

As the night wore on, the increasingly 
snippy-in-disbelief  BBC anchor kept 
pressing his panellists on whether the 
theory those who were better educated, 
or in a more economically advantageous 
position voted Remain while those who 
had limited resources and education 
sought apparently greener pastures in 
the Leave camp.

For the first little while, many were 
reluctant to weigh in on that potentially 
hot button issue one way or the other, 
but with the clock ticking and their 
energy draining, a number of  them 
finally conceded this might very well 
be the case.

Proponents of  the Leave campaign 
will tell anyone who will listen that the 
vote was not about racism, xenophobia, 
or a direct response to increasing 
immigration from other parts of  the 
European Union and beyond, but 
those who voted Remain aren’t buying 
it – and the increasingly reported 
incidents of  intolerance and backlash 
against immigrants in the wake of  the 
vote is lending credence to the theory 
they hold so vehemently. 

No matter how you slice it, 
cataclysmic changes are underway. 
Scotland looks ever more likely to hold 
a second independence referendum 
which, if  the momentum of  last week’s 
vote continues, will surely result in a 
fully independent nation. Northern 
Ireland is inevitably going to demand 
changes to their governance model, 
breathing new life into a relatively 
stagnant movement to reunify the 
entire Irish island, and Wales? Well, 
that’s between her and England.

What most concerns me, however, 
is not the geographic gap, not the 
possibility of  the Queen having to 
preside over the dismantlement of  her 
most senior kingdom in the twilight 
of  her reign thanks to politicians who 
can’t keep it together, nor the economic 
turmoil which immediately made itself  
known.

My worry is the age gap.
Exit polls, and a growing number 

of  scientific polls, have indicated that 
young Britons were overwhelmingly in 
favour of  staying within the European 
Union. They did not buy into the 
fear-mongering rhetoric espoused by 
leading figures on either side of  the 
debate forecasting doom and gloom 
however the dice fell; they were most 
concerned about their livelihoods, their 
freedom of  travel, their ability to learn 
in other cultures, and their freedom to 
work across the United Kingdom.

As pro-Brexit campaigners 
celebrated their unexpected win with 
pints and politicians on the losing side 
licked their wounds, wondering what to 
do next beyond lining up to replace their 
political leaders who decided to fall on 
their swords, the younger people were 
mourning, to paraphrase the general 
sentiment, the lost opportunities and 
the inevitable hardships that will 
have been inflicted on them by their 
parents and grandparents in a knee-
jerk reaction that will leave their 
generation, and the ones to follow, to 
pick up the pieces. 

If  they do not become a generation 
galvanized to take back their country 
and look to the future rather than 
simply taking the first opportunity to 
virtually smack their lawmakers, they 
will become disenfranchised citizens 
believing their voices, and their vote, 
amounted to nothing. In this case, 
that is tragically correct, but as an 
increasing number of  people develop 
buyer’s remorse over this whole thing, 
perhaps it is not the end of  the story.

While parallels can be drawn between 
what went down in the United Kingdom 
and what is currently unfolding in the 
United States with certain demographic 
groups gravitating towards the Band-
Aid “solutions” offered to them by 
a television huckster, their decision 
seems to stand in sharp contrast to 
Canada.

Whether you bleed red or bleed 
blue, I think one thing most Canadians 
can agree upon is Justin Trudeau’s 
campaign tapped the energy of  young 
voters in a way that hasn’t been done 
in decades and their desire to actually 
get out the vote was a primary game 
changer in casting off  a decade of  Tory 
rule.

While the honeymoon period has 
inevitably started to wane, I am 
confident that 2015 was a watershed 
moment in making our youth realise 
that their vote does matter, that it can 
make a difference, and they too can 
be the change they want to see in the 
world.

A graceful exit is one thing, but 
fostering this sense and channeling the 
outrage of  youth into a positive driver 
down the road should be next on the 
British lawmakers’ Bucket List. 
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Johnston’s cartoon was funny, 
but…

(Re: Machell’s Corners, June 16)
I saw the cute Machell’s Corners 

comic this week in the local paper.
I am on the Mavrinac Park Residents 

distribution list and, while [the cartoon] 
is funny, we are not asking for baseball, 
splash pads, community gardens, 
washrooms and only one of  fitness or 
“mini” soccer.

The “ingredients” which are left in the 
comic seem to be a perfect combination 
for what we all want and we hope that 
the town can accommodate.

The initial plan is almost perfect!

Michele Boyer
Aurora

(Re: Reader has “anthem pride”, June 16)
Your reader’s critique of  the change 

to our national anthem warrants a 
rebuttal.

Our original anthem was gender 
neutral until 1913 when national 
patriotism reached fervour because of  
the impeding First World War conflict.

Thus, it was amended to “our sons 
command.”

This was a time when women did not 
even have the right to vote and were 
considered as second citizens.

They had no right to be soldiers.
Things have changed and gender 

equality is being reflected in our words, 
reflections and things for which we 
stand.

It is 2016.
Guy L. Poppe

Aurora

I have read a couple of  articles in your 
paper that the Town of  Aurora wishes 
to “spruce up” the Town’s appearance 
and also wishes to improve the traffic 
through Yonge and Wellington by 
removing left turns.

I’m sure that the residents and 
businesses on the surrounding side 
streets are just going to love all the 
additional traffic forced to use their 
streets.

I have a suggestion for the Town 
Councillors.

If  they want to beautify the Town, 
vastly improve the flow of  traffic, 
and move into the 21st Century 
simultaneously, they should start by 
getting rid of  the three level-crossings 
in Town.

While level-crossings were necessary 
in the 19th century and, perhaps, into 
the early 20th century and may still be 
acceptable for crossing roads out in 
“farm country” or “in the middle of  
nowhere”, they are a major, sometimes 
fatal danger within a busy, modern 
town. They are also the biggest traffic 
delay on a daily basis in Aurora; in fact, 
many times a day.

Also, on a purely aesthetic basis, 
they make the town look “small time” 
and “behind the times.”

They should have been replaced long 
ago with overpasses or underpasses. 
It’s long overdue that those companies 
who have profited all these years using 
those railway lines should be made 
to step into the 21st century and start 
paying their way.

It has to be a cost of  doing business 
for the corporations involved and not a 
handout from taxpayers.

Gerry Conetta
Aurora 

Equality should be reflected in 
anthem

Get into the 21st Century and 
ditch level crossings: reader”
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As the first session of  the 42nd 
parliament has come to an end, I can 
say confidently that our government 
has accomplished much but there is 
more work ahead of  us than behind 
us.

Promises Kept, Actions Taken
In the first seven months, we 

have followed through on three very 
significant promises. Our government 
has:

1) Cut taxes for the middle class. 
Nearly nine million Canadians now 
have more money in their pocket to 
pay their mortgages, start their own 
businesses, and plan for their future.

2) Introduced the Canada Child 
Benefit (CCB), providing 9 out of  10 
families with more money to help 
with housing costs, groceries, and 
clothes. The CCB will lift hundreds 
of  thousands of  kids out of  poverty, 
giving more Canadian children a 
real chance to succeed. If  you have 
children under the age of  18, keep an 
eye out for your Canada Child Benefit 
cheque in the mail around July 20. 

3) Made progress on strengthening 
the Canada Pension Plan, because all 
Canadians – our parents, ourselves, 
our kids and grandkids – deserve a 
secure and dignified retirement after 
spending their lives working hard.

Our government is serious about 
delivering the kind of  change that 
Canadians want, and need, and voted 
for. Thank you to everyone who 
shared their comments and concerns 
on Bills and joined us at Town Halls. 
Your engagement in your government 

and the communication with our 
office has been incredible. We always 
appreciate hearing from you. 

Look-Ahead Over the Summer
Although the House of  Commons 

has adjourned, that does not mean that 
I am on “summer vacation.” In fact, 
since I will not be back in the House 
of  Commons until September, I will 
be able to spend more time connecting 
with you and other constituents of  
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill. 
Over the summer, please look for me 
at community events and join me at 
events hosted by me and my office.

Happy Canada Day! 
On July 1, our nation will celebrate 

its 149th birthday! As a proud 
Canadian I will be wearing my red 
and white attire and participating 
in the Town of  Aurora’s Canada Day 
parade on Yonge Street. You can also 
come out to the community zone at 
Lambert Willson Park to partake in 
Canada Day activities. I hope to see 
you out in the community celebrating 
Canada Day with your friends and 
family!

Defence Policy Review
I invite everyone to join me, 

alongside former National Defence 
Minister, and current Minister of  

Citizenshoip and Immigration John 
McCallum and other parliamentarians 
to discuss the challenges to Canada’s 
security, the role of  the Canadian 
Armed Forces (CAF), and resources 
and capabilities needed to carry 
out the CAF’s mandate. This public 
discussion will take place on July 7 

from 7 – 9 p.m. at the York Region 
Administrative Centre, located at 
17250 Yonge Street in Newmarket. 

Public Consultations
Please stay tuned for more public 

consultations, my York Region MP 
colleagues and I will be hosting 
over the summer. The topics will 
include: Canada Post, Innovation, and 
Veterans Affairs. If  you have an idea 
for a public consultation you would 
like to participate in, please contact 
my office.

Enjoy the warm weather and time  
with family & friends

As we transition into summer, 
I wish you and your families a 
wonderful summer that includes time 
to rest, enjoy the warm weather and 
the company of  your loved ones. 

I’m looking forward to spending 
more time with you and having the 
honour of  continuing to serve you 
as your MP for our great riding of  
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill.

Have a great summer!  
Leona Alleslev. Phone: 
905.773.8358. Office: 12820 Suite 
202, Yonge St., Richmond Hill.  
Email: Leona.alleslev@parl.gc.ca, 
Website: LeonaAlleslevMP.ca

“So, this is where the parade starts, 
eh?”

The older staffer looked over at his 
younger colleague and confirmed, “yup”.

“But doesn’t the Town have the 
Canada Day parade every year? Don’t 
people know where it is?”

“They used to,” agreed the older 
man, grabbing an extra sandbag from 
the truck. “I mean, it’s always been on 
Yonge Street. But, ever since 2016 when 
the Town started shortening the parade 
route, the public is never sure where it 
starts and stops.”

“That’s why we’re doing this,” he said, 
indicating the sign they had just erected, 
and dropping the sandbag at the bottom 
to better support it.

“’Parade Starts Here’,” read the 
younger man. “I guess that makes it 
pretty clear.”

“Let’s get the other sign set up, and 
we can head back to the JOC,” said the 
older staffer, referring to their base on 
Industrial Parkway, “and we’ll be done 
for the long weekend.”

Then, seeing his colleague open the 
door on the far side of  the truck, he 
exclaimed, “Wait a second. What are you 
doing?”

“Aren’t we putting up this other one?” 
the younger man asked, pointing to the 
sign in the back of  the truck.

“Yeah, but we don’t need to drive. It’s a 
beautiful day. We can walk.”

“Walk? Carrying that? Isn’t the end of  
the parade route several kilometres from 
here?” 

“It used to be,” agreed the older staffer. 
“Here - give me a hand.”

The two men shifted the sign out of  
the back of  the truck, and the staffer 
continued.

“When they shortened the route in 
2016, crowds were more condensed. There 
was a more festive party atmosphere. As 
well, parade participants didn’t spend 
hours in the hot sun, and as an added 
bonus, the Town’s costs were reduced. 
It ended up being a huge success all 
around.”

“So, the next year they reduced the 
length by another intersection.”  

He pointed to the top of  the sign. “Grab 
that end and let’s go.”

They picked up the sign, and started 
walking south along Yonge Street.

“And wouldn’t you know it, it was 
even more successful.”

“But that doesn’t explain why we’re 
walking, when we could have driven. 
Does the parade route now go down some 

side streets and loop back to near where 
it started?”

The older man paused, and set down 
the base of  the sign.

“No, but the route’s not as long as 
it used to be. Based on the growing 
popularity of  each successively shorter 
route, they kept chipping away at it each 
year, until the end point wound up where 
it is now.”

“And where’s that?” asked the junior 
staffer, looking ahead down the street.

“Right here,” said the older staffer, 
indicating the spot where they were 
standing.

“But this isn’t even a block from where 
we started!” exclaimed his colleague, 
pointing to their truck less than a dozen 
parked cars away.

The older man shrugged, as they 
started the short walk back.  Not a lot 
surprised him, anymore.

“You know,” he said, “I hear if  the 
parade’s a success this year, they may 
shorten the route a bit more.  

Looking over at the first sign they set 
up, as he stepped into the truck, he shook 
his head and concluded, “If  they do that, 
it may not be long before we only have to 
put out one sign that has ‘Parade Starts 
Here’ on the front, and ‘Parade Ends 
Here’ on the back.”

 
Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 

machellscorners@gmail.com

One could not have asked for a more 
beautiful day for the Farmers’ Market 
than last Saturday.

Under a cloudless sky, we welcomed 
shoppers who remained in Town, perhaps 
on their way to the new music festival. 
Our last two farmers have now joined us 
and there is enough choice for everyone’s 
tastes.

Saturday was our annual Strawberry 
Festival so we had a delicious free 
strawberry cake, made by Nicolle’s Cakes, 
as well as toothpicks of  strawberries for 
visitors to enjoy. The Aurora Community 
Band played great music, including some 
exciting blockbuster movie themes. It 
was a wonderful day.

The Aurora Garden Club joins us every 
spring to publicize their annual Garden 
Tour. In order to help them do that, we 
are devoting this column to them and to 
gardening.

So, how does your garden grow? There 
are as many personalities in a garden bed 
as there are persons who create, nurture 
and tend them.

You can have a peek at some of  the 
most diverse gardens in Aurora by buying 
a ticket to their annual Garden Tour 
happening on Sunday, July 10. Every year, 
the Aurora Garden Club presents a self-
guided tour of  eight amazing properties, 
rain or shine, beginning at 12 noon. You 
are welcome to stroll, pause, get inspired 
and talk to the garden owners.

An added feature again this year is 
“Artists in the Gardens.”

Four artists from Kingscrafts Studio 
will be painting in the gardens during 
the afternoons, along with displays of  
their completed works. You are invited 
to socialize and talk gardening while 
sipping lemonade in two of  the gardens.

Over time, the Aurora Garden Tour 
has showcased gardens that serve a wide 
variety of  purposes. Yard spaces large or 
small can accommodate multiple needs 
for today’s busy families. Enjoy and learn 
from what others have been inspired to 
create.

After planting your flowers, shrubs and 
vegetables, think about adding some art. 
Colourful garden art to hang on fences or 
shepherd’s hooks make a garden come to 
life and give it personality.

No garden? Then get creative with a 
planter box on your patio or deck. You 
could add a trellis for some height, some 
garden art and voila, you have your own 
garden to enjoy.

 Whether you desire a place to relax, 
entertain or putter, you can create a 
garden space to suit your desires—simple 
or exotic, low maintenance or low water 
consumption designs. You can focus on 
flowers, shrubs, vines and veggies, or a 
tiny market garden to enjoy eating fresh 
“from earth to table.”

The Aurora Farmers’ Market is an 
enthusiastic supporter of  the Garden 
Club. We both encourage you to get 
outdoors and enjoy the fruits of  your 
own labour or those of  our local farmers. 
Don’t be afraid to dig in and get your 
hands dirty.

It will feel good and be very rewarding.
Tickets for the Garden Tour, including 

detailed maps, are $15 each. So, drop by 
the Aurora Garden Club’s booth in the 
park at the Farmers’ Market to purchase 
them on Saturday July 2 or July 9. Visit 
their website for complete details www.
gardenaurora.com.

Unsure if  you have a “green thumb?” 
Simply give it a try and learn as you grow! 
Get inspired—take the Tour or attend one 
of  their meetings. The Aurora Garden 
Club has monthly meetings with an array 
of  interesting speakers to help with all 
things in our natural world. Their website 
will tell you who is speaking next.

The next Special Event at the Aurora 
Farmers’ Market will be our Family Day 
on July 23.

This has become a favourite for 
families and children of  all ages so pencil 
it onto your calendars so you won’t forget. 
We’re already working on our plans so it 
will be an exciting day to remember for 
our visitors to the Market.

See you at the Market!

The Aurora Museum  
& Archives is Celebrating:

Canada Day!
(July 1)

A collection of Canada Day memorabilia, includ-
ing pins, a beer mug and a patriotic play titled 
The Making of Canada’s Flag. During the 1970s 
and 80s, Aurora adopted the name of “Canada’s 
Birthday Town” and that was at the forefront of 
community-based celebrations for Canada Day.

MP’S REPORT
Leona Alleslev, MP

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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The End Is Near

The House Adjourns & Summer Starts

Will a left hand turn restriction at  
Yonge and Wellington during peak times  

help the traffic situation?
Yes   No  Unsure
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  Briefly
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Sports Hall of Fame strides closer to new location at SARC
By Brock Weir

The Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame is in 
the final heat to reach its new home – 
and reaching the finish line by the end 
of  October could be set in stone this 
week.

The Hall (ASHOF) is expected to take 
a significant step forward following 
Council tentatively approving a $58,850 
grant to overhaul a portion of  the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex’s 
(SARC) foyer to house the revamped 
and rapidly expanding showcase of  
Aurora’s sporting legacy. 

The nearly $60,000 grant, which 
will be divvied up between the Town’s 
Facilities Repair and Replacement 
Reserve Fund and the Sports Plan 
Reserve Fund, was approved at the 
Committee level last week, and will 
augment a contribution from the 
ASHOF of  $18,200 to make it happen. 

“Tonight, we ask that you support 
funding the improvements to the Hall 

of  Fame which are, in turn, capital 
improvements to the SARC,” said 
Nancy Black, Executive Director of  the 
ASHOF, which is now located on the 
second floor of  Town Hall. “We joked a 
little [at the beginning] about this little 
municipal Hall of  Fame being the best 
in Canada. Well, it’s no joke. Over the 
course of  the last two years, we have 
moved forward on that vision. 

“The piece that has been missing that 
will take us over the top is happening: 
a widely accessible physical display 
space of  all our sports magnificence as 
a tourist attraction. The Hall of  Fame 
would be the centrepiece of  sport for all 
people in Town.”

It doesn’t hurt, she added, that their 
vision aligns well with a number of  
tenets of  the Town’s own strategic plan. 

Helping complete the pitch last week 
was Shawna White, Curator of  the 
Aurora Museum and Archives, who 
said an expansion into the west side of  
the SARC is also an expansion of  her 

vision for what the Aurora Museum 
and Archives can be. 

“Sport History is a special category 
of  local history and over the past year 
and a half, the museum and the Hall 
of  Fame have formed a productive 
partnership to increase awareness of  
Aurora’s sporting heritage,” said Ms. 
White. “Not only is the museum the 
official repository of  the Aurora Sports 
Hall of  Fame Collection, we are actively 
working together to document living 
histories from Aurora residents related 
to sports in new speakers’ corners 
initiatives featured at this year’s Street 
Sale and the upcoming community 
memories project on Town Park.

“The expanded presence of  the Hall 
at the SARC allows the Museum and 
Archives to showcase this history in 
a prominent location outside of  our 
own building supporting one of  our 
key goals: increasing access to the 
collection. I see the museum as much 
more than just four walls. This initiative 
furthers my plans to expand out from 
our physical location and to view the 
Town itself  as a museum. Preserving 
and telling stories in this Town is one 
of  my fundamental responsibilities. 
The legacy of  sport in Aurora is one of  
those stories.”

The enthusiasm of  Ms. Black and 
Ms. White was evidently contagious 
as Council members embraced the 

idea. While some members questioned 
the source of  where the money will be 
coming from – including Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner, who said she didn’t feel 
this came under the banner of  “repair 
and replacement” and Councillor 
John Abel who sought assurances that 
funding the project from these accounts 
would not derail anything already in 
process for next year’s Canada 150 
celebrations – there wasn’t a dissenting 
voice to be had.

“I think this is a particularly good 
idea because I am very familiar with 
that area in the SARC and it is an 
underutilized area,” said Councillor 
Gaertner. “This would be perfect to go 
in there.”

Added Councillor Abel” “I would like 
to thank all the good work the ASHOF 
has done; it deserves a home of  this 
stature and I am really looking forward 
to it.” 

For Councillor Sandra Humfryes, the 
expansion is the logical next step to the 
ASHOF reaching its full potential. 

“I have heard from many residents 
how great the ASHOF looks just in 
the corner we have upstairs and the 
beautiful signage we have in one 
window,” she said. “I can’t even imagine 
how spectacular this will look in a 
showcase area coming into our Town. It 
is very worthy and we need to showcase 
what we have.”

Hogan’s Inn

HOGAN’S INN • 12998 KEELE ST. KING CITY • THE HUNT PUB

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm; Sun. 11am-8pm • Hunt Pub open until 2am weekends

CATERING AVAILABLE – ASK FOR DETAILS

Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

Hogan’s Inn
Seafood, Pasta & SteakhouseSeafood, Pasta & Steakhouse

RESTAURANT
Seafood, Pasta & SteakhouseSeafood, Pasta & SteakhouseSeafood, Pasta & Steakhouse

Come enjoy a
refreshing beer or 
cocktail on one of

our beautiful
patios!

 Private rooms available

 for communions, birthdays,

confi rmations, baptisms 

and wedding showers.

RIB FEST
ON NOW for a LIMITED TIME

It’s PATIO
TIME!

SCHOOL REGISTRATIONS OPEN JULY 4
Registrations for the 2016-2017 school year in the York Catholic District School Board begin Monday beginning at 8.30 a.m. at the Catholic 

Education Centre at 320 Bloomington Road West running through 4.30 p.m. Registration continues at the same times, Monday through Thursday, 
until August 225. Parents and guardians will need to bring the Roman Catholic Baptismal Certificate for child or parent, proof of age, Proof of 
Status in Canada, Proof of Residency, and proof of English Separate School Support (property tax bill, or MPAC assessment notice). Children 
born in 2012 are eligible for Junior Kindergarten and those born in 2011 can enter Senior Kindergarten. For more information, visit www.ycdsb.ca. 

CONCERTS IN THE PARK SERIES OPENS WEDNESDAY
Aurora’s annual Concert in the Park series launches this Wednesday night, July 6, with Soli & Rob, a super-fun interactive children’s concert 

featuring Soli and Rob Joy with excerpts from their musical Bugs, Bugs, Bugs. This concert is sponsored by A&T Tire. The following Wednesday, 
July 13, the entertainment takes on a more adult flare with Blue Radio, a tribute to Blue Rodeo, and Ultimate Urban, a Keith Urban Tribute. Concerts 
run from 7 – 9 p.m. throughout July and August. The concerts are free, but the Town will be accepting food donations to the Aurora Food Pantry. 
With each donation, you have the opportunity for you and three guests to be upgraded to the front row to watch the concert from special TD chairs.

WAVESTAGE LAUNCHES RAGTIME
Aurora’s Wavestage Theatre Company is set to launch their latest production, the musical Ragtime. Bringing together a cast of over 60, 

including many Aurora residents, and cast members from as far away as Thunder Bay, the show opens at the Richmond Hill Centre for the 
Performing Arts on Thursday, July 14, at 7 p.m. Performances continue July 15 and 16 at 7 p.m., with a Sunday matinee set for 1 p.m. Based on 
a story voted one of the Top 100 Best Novels of the 20th Century by Time Magazine, this sweeping musical portrait of early 20th century America 
tells the powerful tale of a white, upper-middle class family, an African-American couple, and an Eastern European immigrant escaping to America 
with his daughter, as they all confront the timeless contradictions of wealth, poverty, freedom, prejudice, hope, and despair in pursuit of the 
American Dream. For more information, visit www.wavestagetheatre.com. 
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Skin wounds are a problem that 
frequently occur, but are not limited 
to, certain injuries, post- operative, or 
diabetic conditions.  Wound healing 
is a complex and dynamic process 
of  replacing devitalized and missing 
cellular structures and tissue layers.  
The human wound healing process 
can be divided into 3 distinct phases: 
Infl ammatory, fi broblastic and 
maturation.  This process, because of  
a variety of  factors, can go awry and 
produce excess scar tissue, or can be 
defi cient and produce insuffi cient 
wound healing. 

Regardless of  the cause of  the 
problem, MLS Laser Therapy has 
proven both effective and successful 
in their treatment. This innovative 
and therapeutic technique is anti-
infl ammatory,   anti-edemic, analgesic, 
and has bio-stimulant effects on the 
tissues.  This is key to speeding up 
healing by accelerating the natural 
recovery process. At the same time, 
MLS Laser Therapy relieves symptoms 
such as pain and infl ammation, by 
signifi cantly reducing recovery times 
by stimulating tissue regeneration. 
“These results are due to the effect that 
MLS Laser Therapy has at the cellular 

level: Increasing the production of  
energy and stimulating the synthesis 
of  the new proteins necessary for the 
growth and repair of  the damaged 
tissue.”

What does this mean for you?

Many of  our patients have reported 
a 90-95% closure of  their wounds 
and symptom relief, more mobility, 
increased sensation and vastly 
improved function!

It is the very latest in medical 
technology, with years of  clinical 
studies supporting its safety and 
effi cacy and we are very proud to offer 
our patients effective solutions to their 
recent or chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and highly 
effective approach has helped many

sufferers improve  their lives 
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you 
achieve the results you deserve!  Call 
(905) 773-2225 to book your FREE 
consultation and examination at King 
West Wellness Centre 141 King Rd., 
Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In the Home 
Hardware Plaza)

Breakthrough Treatment 
for Wound Healing and Skin 
Ulcerations

BEFORE

AFTER

Turn This

Into This

Never Have 
a Clogged Eavestrough

 Again....Guaranteed!

By        u    D p

SUMMER SPECIAL
FREE BROIL KING BBQ WITH 
PURCHASE OF LEAFGUARD
(or cash discount. BBQ MSRP $799)

New sales only. Not available with other offers. Some conditions apply. 
Offer expires September 15, 2016. Financing available.

CALL TODAY 
FOR A FREE 
IN-HOME ESTIMATE:

1 (844) 468-0501

Protect your home with 
LeafGuard brand eavestroughs

- Lifetime Clog-Free Warranty
- No need to climb ladders any
 more 
- Keeps rainwater running freely
and safely away from your home
- Eliminate threat of leaks and
 water damage
- Prevent growth of mould and 
rotting wood

of  parking, we are assured, and should 
relieve that pressure in the Aurora 
Downtown.

“The issue with GO is we are a victim 
of  our success in many ways. We promote 
GO, GO is a fantastic way to get to your 
job in Toronto, to get to entertainment in 
Toronto, and the numbers increase and 
increase and we need parking for that. I 
suspect people who are at the north end 
of  Aurora will be happy to pop up here 
and park, and that should relieve the 
significant pressure.”

Speaking to The Auroran following 
the announcement, Mr. Del Duca said 
“a number of  factors” are considered 
in determining the location of  a new 
station, not the least of  which is parking 
pressure. 

“Between the plans for some of  the 
new stations we have, plus also as part of  
the GO Regional Express Rail, we will be 
including some updates and some creative 
expansions with respect to our parking. 
One of  the things people sometimes 
forget, including in my own community 
in Vaughan, is that GO Transit is 
actually the largest parking authority 
in all of  Canada, with somewhere in the 
neighbourhood of  60,000 or so spaces in 
our network right now. Having said that, 
we still do have plans because we see that 
the demand is off  the charts with respect 
to the service itself. 

“I have heard from Mayor Dawe and 
I have heard from Chris Ballard and 
others about some of  the challenges 
specifically in Aurora, so we are aware of  
it and we will continue to do our best to 
work through some of  those challenges. 
Because the service is so popular and 
so needed, when you’re dealing with 
that kind of  growth that is one of  the 
challenges you have. We’re working on 
it!”

Mayor Geoff  Dawe was in agreement. 
When asked whether he saw this as a 
“magic bullet” to the pressures – and 
complaints – that have been mounting 
in Aurora, he said the devil was in the 
details. 

“The major bullet is it will relieve 
the pressure off  our station,” he said. 
“Anecdotally, I would say 25 to 30 per 
cent [of  those parked] are not Aurora 
residents. A friend of  mine, who actually 
lives in Newmarket, comes down to the 
Aurora GO Station because it is easier to 
access at that hour in the morning when 
he uses it. I know there are people who 
come from various other places as well. 
By having a station here [in Newmarket], 
which is much more accessible than 
the Aurora station will make a huge 

difference.”
With this problem potentially 

alleviated, our local representatives say 
they have other transit items that are 
working their way up the list including, 
from Mayor Dawe’s perspective, 
advocating for a 404 interchange at St. 
John’s Sideroad and, for Mr. Ballard, 
continuing that push for an all-way two-
way electrification of  rail service to 
Newmarket-Aurora.

“This is proof  positive that we are 
providing yet another way to make sure 
our residents can get to and from school, 
work, or any Point A to Point B and do 
so more effectively,” said Mr. Del Duca at 
Friday’s announcement, which was also 
attended by Newmarket-Aurora MP Kyle 
Peterson, Newmarket Mayor Tony Van 
Bynen, King-Vaughan MP Deb Schulte, 
Regional Chair Wayne Emmerson, and 
dignitaries from Vaughan and Simcoe 
County. 

“These new stations will help 
to connect transit and improve 
transportation options right across the 
Region and improve access to service 
and help us build ridership. We are 
giving commuters in this Region another 
reason to leave their cars behind and take 
transit, which is so fundamental to our 
economy, our quality of  life, and our fight 
against climate change.”

Province will “continue to do its 
best” to address local parking 
challenges: Minister

Politicians from Aurora, Newmarket, Vaughan, the Region of York and Simcoe County gathered outside 
Newmarket Town Hall on Friday morning for the formal announcement of three new GO Train stations. 
Here, Ontario Transport Minister Steven Del Duca makes the announcement as the guests, including May-
or Dawe and MPP Chris Ballard, look on. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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905-833-1909 • admissions@villanovacollege.org

www.villanovacollege.org
2480 15th Sideroad, P.O. Box 133, King City, ON L7B 1A4

Saturday, October 19, 10am-2pm
Friday, November 15, 10am-2pm

Thursday, November 28, 6pm-9pm

OPEN HOUSE DATES

UNITAS   VERITAS   CARITAS

Ignite Your Child’s 
Mind & Spirit

Call to visit our beautiful King City campus 
and see why Villanova College is a great 
place to establish a foundation for your 
child’s lifelong success.

•  Catholic Tradition  
of Academic Excellence

•  Extensive Athletic & 
Arts Programs

• Dedicated & Caring Staff
• Grades 4 - 12
• University Preparatory
• STEM & AP Program
• Co-Educational
• Tuition Assistance

Congratulations Class of 2016!
� is year’s 95 graduates join the over 1100 alumni from Villanova College in the School’s

sixteen year history. Collectively, the Class of 2016 received 280 scholarship o� ers totaling over
$1.65 million. � e School is proud to announce that a member of the Class of 2016 has received the

Augustinian Scholarship and will be continuing her studies at Villanova University in
Pennsylvania, USA. She is the fourth recipient of this prestigious scholarship since it was instituted in 
2011. � e members of the Class of 2016 continue the tradition of academic success and are studying at

the best universities internationally and within Canada.
Congratulations to the Class of 2016.

UNITAS   VERITAS   CARITAS

Julia Ammaturo
Ryerson University

Conor Braund
Undecided

Elisa Colarocchio* 
University of Toronto

Courtney DiTaranto* 
York University

Raffaella Garofalo* 
York University

Julia Labelle*
Ryerson University

Kayla Magarelli* 
University of Guelph

Matthew Palmieri* 
Ryerson University

Marilena Rotundo* 
University of Western 

Ontario

Rebecca Salim* 
Ryerson University

Laura Schachtler* 
McMaster University

Gianluca Trichilo 
Ryerson University

Anselmo Seloterio* 
University of Ottawa

Michael Trompoukis* 
McMaster University

Jordi Severini
Wilfrid Laurier University

Vasilios Tsaggarelis* 
Ryerson University

David Smalley*
Trent University

Liana Umbrio*
University of Toronto

Stefano Spagnuolo 
York University

Rosanna Zitoli* 
University of Western 

Ontario

Amanda Tankovich*
University of 

Guelph-Humber

Esfandiar Zoujaji*
Queen’s University

Jacob Tersigni*
University of Toronto

Marco Tomassi* 
Ryerson University

Ryan Toneguzzo 
George Brown College

Andrea Tickner* 
Ryerson University

Julia Paolercio*
Sarah Lawrence College, 

USA

Christopher Pereira* 
McMaster University

Mikalya Purdy* 
University of Western 

Ontario

Ryan Quinn
York University

Hannah Quinton* 
Queen’s University

Alexander Racco* 
University of Toronto

Nicolas Ramundi* 
Ryerson University

Julia Rea*
University of Toronto

Jonathan Piselli
Bonsignore

Humber College

Alessia Mangoni* 
University of Toronto

Selena Mangoni*
University of Memphis

USA

Dylan Manzo
George Brown College

Giovanni Martino* 
McMaster University

James McDonald* 
Queen’s University

Bianca Morini*
York University

Alexa Moschella* 
University of Toronto

Kristina Nalbandian* 
Ryerson University

Joseph-Tyler Palmieri 
McMaster University

Emma Lane*
Queen’s University

Thomas Lawrynuik* 
Undecided

Stephanie
Leonardelli*
York University

Francesco Leonardo 
Ryerson University

Alexandra Leone* 
University of Alabama, 

USA

Ignatios Leontis
York University

Adrianna Letros*
Villanova University, 

USA

Alessandra Luchetta* 
Ryerson University

Ungaro Lupis
Ryerson University

Tiziano Genova
University of Toronto

Francesca Giannace* 
Ryerson University

Zachary Jamieson* 
McMaster University

Chase Johnson
University of 

Guelph-Humber

Sierra Kehren
Undecided

Lauren Kelenc*
University of Toronto

Cole Kritzinger* 
Queen’s University

Sarah Kirstine
York University

Connor Jamieson* 
McMaster University

Matthew
DiVincentiis*

University of Waterloo

Katherine Faulkner* 
Queen’s University

Olivia Fazari*
Ryerson University

Joseph-Fedele 
Figliomeni

Ryerson University

Sarah Fleischaker* 
Lakehead University

Christopher
Frustaglio

York University

Adrianna Fuda* 
Ryerson University

Jared Gabriel*
University of Waterloo

Matthew Colucci* 
McGill University

Lucas Corsetti*
McMaster University

Briana Decina* 
Ryerson University

Joseph D’Ercole* 
McMaster University

Andrew Di Iorio*
Wilfrid Laurier University

Laura DiGennaro* 
University of Toronto

Bailey DiTaranto* 
Guelph University

Julian Cordiano*
Ryerson University

Alessandro Brocca 
Georgian College

Fiona Campisi*
Wilfrid Laurier University

Victoria Canale*
York University

Platon Capetanakis 
Undecided

Emily Carinci
Ryerson University

Aidan Chiofolo*
University of Toronto

Luca Cianfarani* 
Ryerson University

Jordana Cardarelli* 
Queen’s University

Akintoye Asalu* 
McMaster University

Victoria Balsamo 
Ryerson University

Matthew Basista*
University of Waterloo

Jessica Bellisario*
Wilfrid Laurier University

Natalie Beltrano* 
Ryerson University

Stephen Bianchi 
Ryerson University

Kazjmier Bieniak* 
Queen’s University

Sydney Brancatella*
Wilfrid Laurier University

Isabella Baxa*
University of Western 

Ontario

*denotes Ontario Scholar

ca

2480 15th Sideroad, King City, ON  L7B 1A4
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Tempers flare over plan to demolish heritage house
By Brock Weir

Tempers flared around the Council 
table last week when developers came 
forward looking for permission to 
demolish a heritage-designated home 
in southeast Aurora that has been 
found to contain asbestos.

Historically known as the Alan 
Brown House, the building in question 
is now located at 158 Carisbrooke Circle 
near Bayview Avenue and Vandorf  
Road, having been moved to its present 
foundation to make room for the area’s 
new housing development. 

The initial plan was for the house 
to be renovated, including the 
construction of  a new addition, for 
future sale to new homeowners. This 
was the plan approved by Council; 
however, problems with the building 
have since surfaced, according to Mark 
Hall, who appeared before Councillors 
last week representing the developer. 

“Fairly recently, in February, 
Fernbrook [Homes] noticed cracks in 
the exterior of  the brick-bearing walls 
of  the house,” he said, reiterating many 
of  the comments he and his group 
made to Aurora’s Heritage Advisory 
Committee earlier this month. “In 
testing the property, it was discovered 
the stucco on the exterior, in fact, has 
asbestos in it and there is asbestos 
within the plaster on the interior. 
There is mould in the building and a 
combination of  those issues make it 
complicated to sell this to a new owner 
with those conditions.”

While he said they now proposed 
building a replica of  the house, which 
has been standing largely open to the 
elements for several years now, in new 
and modern building materials, the 
suggestion was not greeted with open 
arms by Council. 

Mr. Hall brought these concerns to 
the Heritage Committee on June 13, 
asking them to recommend a demolition 
to Council. They voted to take the time 
allowed them by legislation to carry 
out a review. But, in the meantime, the 
applicants came to Town Hall on June 
17 to apply for a demolition permit, not 
keen to wait for a decision. 

This sparked an impassioned 
response from Councillor Sandra 
Humfryes, who expressed anger at 
what she said she believed to be a group 
trying to circumvent the process. 

“There is a process and a Committee 
that reviews the house as it stands and 
there is an opinion brought back and 
Council makes a decision,” she said. “We 
haven’t even got there yet. This house 
has been sitting there for five years and 
now they’re going to demolish it. We 
have to respect the process and we have 
to respect our heritage and I am not 
in any way, shape or form even going 
to consider what is being discussed 
right now! I will not do it and I feel it 
is absolutely disrespecting our whole 
process and our policies here!

“Yes, they have the right to demolish 
it and we have 90 days to respond. 
There is no hurry and I will not push 
that process. I want the right things 
to be done and followed and then we 
will get back to the developer and they 
can tear the damned thing down! I am 
really beyond disappointed here. You 
know what? Let’s get back to basics 
here: this is our town! I should just 
shut up, but the bottom line is I want 
the process followed. If  it is going to be 
torn down, it is going to be torn down 
properly because the Committee is 
going to have a chance to review it and 
there is no way to salvage it. Asbestos 
can be cleared.”

Mayor Geoff  Dawe initially put 
forward an amendment to the Heritage 
Committee’s recommendations to pave 
the way for the demolition, stating “if  
this house was at Yonge and Wellington 
I never would have considered this” 
but the house, in his view, was not 
located in an area that was “heritage 
significant” to Aurora. However, as 
more information about the process 
came forward, he changed his mind 
and withdrew the amendment. 

“I find it a little disingenuous that 
we would have a presentation at the 
Heritage meeting and a presentation 
here and, in the interim, a demolition 
permit was put in place that I don’t 
know about,” he said. “I wouldn’t 
support my own amendment if  it came 

to a vote.”
This was the sentiment expressed 

around the table, including from 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner, who 
serves on the Heritage Committee.

“Like [Councillor Humfryes] 
said, there are no words, folks,” said 
Councillor Gaertner. “We have to 
respect our process, we have to respect 
our heritage, we have to respect our 
residents.”

Councillor Paul Pirri agreed, 
adding: “I don’t think there would 
have been enough information in 
front of  me to make a decision one 
way or another, although I don’t think 
asbestos is a reason why a building 
should be demolished. There are 
definitely work arounds and I would 
feel comfortable moving into a home 
that has had asbestos removed in a safe 
and appropriate manner.”

Ivan Optical  
located at 15620 
Bayview Avenue in 
Aurora had their 
Grand Opening 
this past Friday 
where they wel-
comed the public 
to their new store 
with snacks and 
refreshments, and 
they raffled off 
prizes. Ivan Optical 
has another store 
in Markham and 
brings their huge 
selection of brands 
(including a num-
ber of designer 
lines) to the ever 
growing east side 
of Aurora.
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Sport Aurora wants you to know 
“All Kids Can Play”

By Jake Courtepatte

Calling all parents: do you, or 
someone you know, have a child 
missing out on organized sports due 
to financial issues? 

Sport Aurora, the umbrella 
organization of  over thirty sports 
programs in Aurora, is looking to 
help through the “All Kids Can Play” 
(AKCP) initiative.

Since the program’s initial launch 
in 2012, All Kids Can Play has raised 
almost $40,000 to help children with 
financial barriers join organized 
sports in Aurora. Around half  of  the 
money has been used, helping fifty 
children in the community so far.

“We’ve been very fortunate,” 
said Sarah Smith, director of  the 
AKCP program. “We’ve had a lot of  
support from the community for 
the programin terms of  donations 
coming in. So, we actually have these, 
sort of  excess funds, that we want to 
distribute and need more people to 
come forward expressing need.”

Announced at last week’s Board 
meeting, Sport Aurora is initiating a 
campaign to get the word out about 
the program, spearheaded by Smith. 
The goal is to find more children in 
need of  financial assistance.

“We’re just trying to get the 
information out into the community 
to bring more clients forward, so 
their kids can participate in sports.”

“Our objective is to ensure that the 
entire Town knows of  the outreach 
plan so these funds get into the hands 
of  as many financially strained 
families as possible,” added Sport 
Aurora Past President Ron Weese, 
“so no child who wants to play sits on 
the sidelines.”

In reaching out to the community, 
the organization hopes to not only 
gain clients for the program, but that 
it becomes a reciprocating process to 
gain more funding as well.

“If  we happen to garner more 
support as we get busier, that’s great 
too,” said Smith. “The more funding 
we receive, the more kids we can help 
play sports.”

Windfall Ecology Centre in 
Aurora is one organization that has 
stepped to the plate to assist the 
program, through their Healthy Kids 
Community Challenge initiative. 
They have provided funding to AKCP 
to create informative brochures to 
hand out in the community, as well as 
assisting with the distribution of  the 
brochures.

Other donators around town have 
included local restaurants, Mayor 
Geoff  Dawe’s golf  tournament, the 
Rotary Club, and various raffles. 
Canadian Tire’s JumpStart program 
has also been a crucial contributor of  
funds.

Sport Aurora has also been in touch 
with Welcome Wagon, York Health, 
and dozens more organizations in 
getting the program up and running, 
and find the local families with 
children who need assistance to get 
into the game.

“Doctor offices, dentists offices, 
anybody that works with children, 
homeschool associations…we’re just 
trying to reach out and get the word 
out to as many people as possible so 
they can pass along the message to 
apply,” said Smith.

Every dollar raised for AKCP goes 
directly to the children, funding 
up to around 80 per cent of  fees for 
organized sports. 

“For some kids playing football, 
that’s $600 or $700,” said Smith. “So, 
between all of  our sources we can 
fund a good chunk of  it.”

Information on the program can 
be found at www.sportaurora.ca, as 
well as the application process. You 
can also contact Laurie Mueller, the 
managing director at Sport Aurora, at 
managing.director@sportaurora.ca.
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16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca • (905) 895-1700

PICKERINGCOLLEGE

Kindergarten Graduates

Grade Eight Graduates

Celebrate success with us!
It is our greatest source of pride and pleasure to witness the growth of our students and to
celebrate the contribution that each makes to our world.

Every student participates in our Global Leadership Program and
develops social conscience, confidence, knowledge and skills to shape
the future.

Students choose Pickering College because of the warm and comfortable
atmosphere. Graduates leave with exceptional academic competency and
solid characters, shaped by the breadth and depth of their experiences at
Pickering College.

Limited space
still available
for Fall 2016.

Book a personal tour.
For more information, please contact
admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca

or call 905-895-1700 ext. 277.
www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

Congratulations to our 2016 Graduating Classes!
Grade 12 Graduates - Class of 2016

P. AnAgnostAkos
U of T St George

C. AvilA MAndujAno
University of Guelph

j. kAnu
University of

British Columbia

C. BolivAr
York University

M. BriCe
GapYear

n. CerdA kAdise
Trent University

s. Chen
University of

California,San Diego

M. ColeMAn
University of Waterloo

A. egi
University of Waterloo

e. FitzsiMons
University of Waterloo

A. goCool
U of T St.George

r. gole
Western University

s. guPtA
University of Guelph

k. hAMilton
University of Guelph

h. hAn
McMaster University

v. hAnnAn
Queen’s University

C. hsieh
U of T Scarborough

M. hundert
University of Guelph

r. iP
University of
Exeter,UK

z. iqBAl
U of T Scarborough

l. jenkins
Queen’s University

k. ji
Royal Veterinary
College,UK

C. kiFFin
University of Waterloo

P. kovAC
GapYear

A. krstAjiC
Ryerson University

A. lArA rodriguez
University in Mexico

B. leong
Ryerson University

t. li
U of T St.George

v. liu
McMaster University

g. MACiAs
Ryerson University

t. Mok
U of T St.George

M. MontgoMery
Wilfrid Laurier
University

A. Mulroy
University of Guelph -

Humber

C. niCholls
Ryerson University

s. PArk
McMaster University

A. PelleCChiA
Wilfrid Laurier
University

e. PerkoviC
University of Victoria

A. Pitters-Fisher
Wilfrid Laurier
University

A. PoPAtiA
University of Guelph

M. PriCe
Ryerson University

d. qiu
U of T Scarborough

t. ritChie
Western University

s. rogers
Western University -

Huron University College

d. roy
Western University -

Huron University College

s. sCott
University of Guelph

s. shAw
Carleton Univeristy

n. shouldiCe
Western University

k. siMPson
Ryerson University

B. snow
Dalhousie University

A. stArr
St. Francis Xavier

University

C. sud
Humber College

k. tiMBers
University of Guelph

s. toye
University of Guelph

j. zhAng
York University -

Glendon

s. weldon
Western University

d. wong
U of T St.George

e. yuAn
University of

British Columbia

e. zhAng
U of T St.George

j. zhAng
University of Victoria

j. zhAng
Illinois Institute of

Technology

t. MCkAy
York University

C. ProCtor
Western University

A. stellA
GapYear

s. zhAng
University of Guelph

B. CArlton B. ClelAnd B. gruhl n. siMPsonP. Morton C. torrAnCeA. ritChie

t. ArAF serur n. Borowski n. FArAh sAlAzAr j. FArMer C. FrAnk A. Fu

P. johnson

A. rideout

A. CAnnonj. BAo M. BeswiCk v. CAnseCo MiChel M. Cinq-MArs

C. gAlAtA g. geMiniuC s. guPtA e. kiM e. king h. kroFChAk P. liMon hernAndez j. Mevissen

j. ruiz suArez k. stArr A. suleiMAnov B. uglow u. uPAdhyAyj. Powells. osingA
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As part of our Quaker values, we celebrate diversity 

in all aspects of the school. This is refl ected both in 

our Global Leadership program and our commitment 

to a co-educati onal environment. We provide a 

nurturing, supporti ve and enriching 21st centur y 

learning environment for all students.

Our unique approach includes educati ng and 

developing the ‘whole child’ through a focus on 

academic excellence, co-curricular disti ncti on, 

character and leadership development. We pride 

ourselves in providing an individualized approach to 

student learning.

We believe when boys and girls share their

environment and learn together it fosters a spirit of 

equality and respect and allows both genders to learn 

from one another’s strengths. Our graduates are 

well prepared for what lies ahead in post-secondary 

educati on and as contributi ng citi zens of society.

Pickering College students are knowledgeable, skilled, 

confi dent and resilient. Our approach to educati on 

ensures that they are able to reach their full potenti al, 

achieve their personal and academic goals, and deal 

eff ecti vely with the challenges of life.

If this is the type of educati on you want for 

your child, contact Pickering College today. 

We would be happy to provide you with more 

informati on and a tour of the school. Please call 

us at 905-895-1700 ext. 259 or email us at 

admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca.

Pickering College is an independent day and boarding school in Newmarket 
for boys and girls from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 12 where 
every student parti cipates in our Global Leadership Program

Independent Co-educati onal Day and Boarding School 
since 1842  |  JK to University Preparatory

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON, Canada
Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca
Contact us at admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca
or 905.895.1700 ext. 259 
or toll-free at 1.877.895.1700 ext. 259
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     ACTC Tennis Skills Camp      
        1-4 pm  July & August  age 6-16                                                                                                              

       www.auroratennis.ca  “club pro”                     
 
 
 
 

   

Lenses
 and much more!

*

NewRoads proudly 
supports local sports.

newroads.ca
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Ridgewood Farm
recently refreshed 

and ready for 
new horses!!

• Located in the   
   heart of King 

   City. 
• Gorgeous 

   boarding facility 
• Supreme care. 
   Family owned 
   and operated. 

BOARDING
Special:  

Ridgewood Farm
Call or email for details www.ridgewoodfarm.ca 

Fantastic Training board 
packages available!

Ridgewood 
Farm

Basic board 
Regular $750 per 

month, 
New customer 

special
           $600

for fi rst 3 months. 
(Must pay fi rst and last)

NEWS • SPORTS • COMING EVENTS • CLASSIFIEDS • AT YOUR SERVICE

Minor PeeWee Jays finish fourth at 
home tournament

By Jake Courtepatte

The Minor PeeWee Aurora Jays 
were perfect into the semifinals of  
their annually hosted tournament 
at Lambert Willson Park over the 
weekend, eventually earning fourth-
place out of  fourteen teams.

Outscoring their opponents by 
an astonishing margin of  43 – 10 in 
three round-robin games, the Jays 
topped Toronto, Scarborough, and 
Richmond Hill on a busy Saturday to 
earn a quarterfinal matchup with the 
Western Ontario Bulls on Saturday 
evening.

Aurora moved on with a 12 
– 0 shutout victory, facing the 
Newmarket Hawks in the semifinals 
on Sunday.

Newmarket won the clash of  
unbeaten teams 6 – 2, sending the 
Jays to the consolation finals. There, 
they met a tough Barrie squad and 
fell 14 – 3.

The Hawks, meanwhile, won the 
championship later that afternoon 
with an 11 – 2 thumping of  North 
Toronto.

The tournament was the final of  
six on the year to be hosted by the 
Aurora-King Baseball Association.

Aurora’s Morrison joins  
NHL’s Avalanche

By Jake Courtepatte

Aurora’s Golden Boy of  hockey 
knew his name would be called at the 
NHL draft in Buffalo on Saturday: 
he just didn’t know by whom.

It didn’t take long for Cameron 
Morrison to find out in the early 
morning, taken 40th overall by the 
Colorado Avalanche in the second 
round.

The Avalanche showed confidence 
in the 6’2”, 207-lb. centre, drafting 
him above his ranking as the 46th-
ranked skater in North America 
according to NHL Central Scouting.

“It’s just nothing I’ve ever felt 
before,” said Morrison following the 
draft. “It’s an amazing feeling. All 
the hard work kind of  paid off…it’s 
indescribable.”

Colorado’s director of  amateur 
scouting, Alan Hepple, said in 
a press conference Saturday he 
was impressed by Morrison’s 
combination of  size and skill.

“We like that he’s a goal-scorer,” 
Hepple said. “Good skater. And the 
one thing we noticed about him was 
that you typically don’t see ‘under-
age’ players score in those leagues, 
he scored a lot of  goals and did it 
this year at Youngstown. He’s a pure 
goal-scorer that has vision and plays 
a hard and competitive game.”

Morrison was Colorado’s second 
pick of  the draft, after taking centre 
Tyson Jost with the tenth pick of  the 
first round on Friday.

Following a full season with the 
OJHL’s Aurora Tigers in 2014-15, 
where the Aurora native was second 
on the team in scoring as a 16-year 
old with 53 points in 49 games, 
Morrison went south last season to 
the USHL to play for the Youngstown 
Phantoms.

There he impressed scouts as 
the league’s Rookie of  the Year, 
continuing a pace of  over a point-
per-game.

“I felt like Youngstown gave me 
the opportunity to develop into a 
great player,” said Morrison. “They 
gave me everything I needed there 
and it was definitely a great league 
to be in for my draft year. They keep 
producing top-end players.”

He also recently competed at the 
under-18 World Championships for 
Canada, where Canada lost in a 
shootout to Sweden in the bronze-
medal game.

Meanwhile, the next step of  
Morrison’s rise-to-fame is not the 
pro ranks just yet: the 17-year old is 
a freshman-to-be at the University of  
Notre Dame next season, where he 
will play Division 1 hockey suiting 
up for the Fighting Irish. 

“I’ve just got to keep focused 
on what I’ve got to work on, keep 
focused in the gym, and make sure 
I’m doing everything I need to do to 
become an NHL-ready player.”

Morrison expects to go to rookie 
camp in the next few weeks when he 
visits Denver for the first time.

Aurora’s Cameron Morrison (#26), pictured with 
the OJHL’s Aurora Tigers in 2014, was drafted 40th 
overall by the Colorado Avalanche in the NHL Draft 
in Buffalo on Saturday. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

A Brampton Royals player slides into second against the North York Blues in the Aurora Jays Minor Pee-
Wee tournament at Lambert Willson Park over the weekend. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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FAN MAN

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

HAS RE-OPENED

10am - 5pm
WED. THUR. FRI. & SAT.

NEW STOCK
GREAT PRICES

*Some estate furniture 

Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GARDINER MILLER ARNOLD LLP 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS  
 
Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 

G  A M 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel:  416-363-2614   Fax:  416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-9361 (Aurora Line) 

Gerry Miller 
Managing Partner 

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $34.95

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

The Chicken Place

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad 

French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

Senior Jays split a four-game week
By Jake Courtepatte

A pair of  wins and a pair of  losses last 
week kept the senior Aurora Jays at a 
steady pace heading into the final month 
of  the North Dufferin Baseball League 
season.

They kicked off  the week with a 10 
– 7 win over the struggling Nobleton 
Cornhuskers, on the backs of  the strong 
pitching duo of  Rob Spencer and Daniel 
Lehmkuhl. 

The bottom of  the Nobleton lineup 
exploded for five runs in the second inning 
before the starting Spencer settled down 
with a total of  five strikeouts and just 
one more run through his four innings of  
work. 

Lehmukhl pitched a solid remaining 
three innings, fanning six batters and 
giving up just one run and one hit. He 
also went two-for-five at the plate, scoring 
twice.

Traveling to Midland on Thursday to 
take on the Indians, the Jays were on the 

wrong end of  an epic comeback in a 7 – 6 
loss.

Stephan Vallee, Ian Rettie, Brad Crosby, 
Andrew Bukovec, Ian Milne, and Kyle 
Picken all crossed the plate for Aurora in 
the first three innings, taking a 6 – 0 lead. 
Starting pitcher Devon Wu was finally 
solved by the Indians in the bottom of  
the third, riding the strength of  a pair of  
doubles to make it a 6 – 4 ball game.

He was pulled after four innings when 
Midland brought it to 6 – 5, and Zach 
Wiseman eventually took the loss when 
he allowed a run in each of  the fifth and 
sixth innings to cap off  the comeback.

The week closed out on Sunday 
with a road trip to both Creemore and 
Mansfield, splitting a day where the bats 
never seemed to tire.

Milne was the victim on the mound for 
two home runs by the Creemore Barons 
in game one, taking a close 12 – 11 loss to 
the .500-level team. 

Heading to Mansfield as soon as the 
final out was earned to face the last-place 
Cubs, the Jays’ bats stayed hot in the 
highest-scoring game by any team this 
NDBL season.

They managed to score 23 runs in 
just five innings of  work, spreading 19 
hits through eight different batters in a 
23 – 8 win. Seven different members of  
the Aurora lineup had a multi-hit game, 
including three hits from each of  Vallee, 
Lehmkuhl, Ian Rettie, and Ted Beadle. 
Crosby hit his second jack of  the year out 
of  the park, his first since the opening 
game of  the season.

Nathan Robinson went the distance on 
the mound for his first win.

Sunday’s high-scoring affair with the 
Cubs gave the Jays 127 runs on the season, 
a familiar first in the AA league and eight 
more than the first-place Ivy Leafs. 

The 10-6-0 Jays currently sit in a 
tight race in the middle of  the league 
standings, just one point up on the sixth-
place Giants and two points back of  the 
fourth-place Clearview Orioles. 

Following a heavy road schedule as of  
late, only one game is on the docket this 
week in a matchup with the Creemore 
Barons on Tuesday after press time.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.ndbl.ca.
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STRAWBERRY SEASON: Families descended on Town Park under the Saturday sun for the Aurora Farmers’ Market’s annual Strawberry Festival. (L) Kids were able to get a head start on some Canada Day-themed 
crats. (C) Volunteers Ella and Alysha handed out strawberries to anyone looking for a sweet treat. (R) The Aurora Community Band kept the crowds entertained. (Inset) Jan of Jan’s Country Pantry flew the flag for Pride 
Week. 																		                                       Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Tech savvy grads set to “Ignite” Aurora’s youth
By Brock Weir

Queen’s University students are 
returning to Aurora this summer to light 
a spark of  computer creativity in local 
youth at the Aurora Public Library.

Google IgniteCS is set to illuminate 
the Aurora Public Library in a series 
of  two workshops in July and August 
designed to give teens a jolt of  Java, as far 
as computer programming is concerned.

Facilitated by the tech giant, the 
workshop is a joined effort between the 
Library (APL) and two local graduates 
who are now working their way up 
the tech ladder at Queen’s: Diana 
Dumitrascu and Diana Balant. 

Through the workshop, teens will 
learn how to build small programs and 
get an introduction to larger concepts like 
data mining, and how to wade through 
the vast tech landscape to find potential 
career fits and emerging opportunities 
in the field of  computer sciences.

“This is really different and really 
exciting,” says APL’s Reccia Mandelcorn. 
“I got an email totally out of  the blue from 
one of  the Dianas who were coming back 
for the summer and they wanted to run 
the program in their local library. When 
I asked them to come up with a proposal 
for us to see, in concrete, what they had, 
they came up with this fabulously laid 
out proposal. These young women are 
mentors for students to bring them into 
computer science.”

It goes without saying that the APL 

is all for promoting all forms of  literacy, 
including computer literacy, and this 
program is a further expansion into 
the Library reaching its full potential. 
They want to extend their focus to all 
aspects of  STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math) to become a 
“prime learning space, not only in terms 
of  engaging and reading, but in terms of  
engaging in technology, computers and 
engineering.”

“I am very excited about the fact 
they happen to be two young women in 
computer science because it is an area 
we’re trying to encourage women to go 
into, but they will be programming and 
coding with young people, teaching them 
Java and Scratch, different concepts, and 
we look at this as part of  what the Library 
is supposed to be doing: providing 
literacy to our community,” says Ms. 
Mandelcorn. “But, we’re taking it to 
a different level now. It was a gift. [The 
Dianas] are very excited about them and 
they are simply passionate about their 
love for computer sciences and where it 
can take them.

“The other thing I love is the whole 
idea that we have two young people 
leading a program with young people. 
I love the concept of  mentorship and 
being able to engage university students 
to work with high school students. This 
is a fabulous partnership and something 
the Library really supports.”

The first session will run July 18 
through July 22 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 

open to teens between the ages of  13 
and 18. The second session, at the same 
time for the same demographic, will run 
August 8 through August 12. Participants 
are encouraged to bring their own laptop, 
but a limited number of  Chromebooks 
will be available for use. 

Since APL first started spreading 
the word about the upcoming program, 
the response has been enthusiastic, 
with many spots snapped up and adults 
wondering when they too might get a 
chance to develop their coding skills. 
Such opportunities are already being 
considered for next year when the APL 
hosts its Day of  STEM.

Right now, however, it is all about the 
teens.

“There is so much changing in the 
world right now,” says Ms. Mandelcorn. 
“Young women, for example, are getting 
more into the gaming industry, designing 
games, than ever before and that is a 
whole new area of  employment. A lot 
of  the service industry jobs are going to 
be replaced by technology, but all of  the 
technology jobs are increasing.

“We need to give young people the step 
to be able to move in that direction and 
we also have to give my generation the 
opportunity to learn new things because 
we’re going to need them for our jobs. 
Besides, it is fun!”

For more information, and to register, 
visit www.apl.ca. 
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Highland Park, home of the Aurora Soccer Club, welcomed visitors from all around York Region and beyond as singers took over for the inaugural Aurora Music Festival on Saturday. Performances included  
headliners The Good Brothers (centre) along with (top row, left to right) Rick Fines, Leah Daniels (pictured with young singer Leah May), Suzie Vinnick, (middle row), local youth bands and performers, and Raina 
Krangle, among others. (Bottom Row) Festival organizer Councillor John Abel with Steve Hinder. Mayor Geoff Dawe, Newmarket Mayor Tony and Roxanne Van Bynen. Theresa Buck with Councillors Sandra Humfryes  
and Tom Mrakas. 																	                              Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

Inaugurating the Aurora Music Festival
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Moose FM live on location 10 – 2 

There will prizes, Demo Rides, BBQ Food, Drinks 

It’s going to be a Great Day Don’t miss out   

Customer Appreciation Day 
July 2 10-4

Haliburton Location
3572 Cty Rd 21
705-457-2282

Make sure to 

STOP in and put your name 

in the Draw for a FREE 

SEADOO RENTAL The Moose 

FM will be announcing a 

WINNER EVERY HOUR

WWW.HARPER-MARINE.COM
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COMING EVENTS

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Water 
softeners

Air
Conditioners 
& Humidifiers

Jason K. Allan 

Wills and Estate Law 
Family Law
Real Estate 

15393 Yonge Street, 
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1

Tel: (905) 726-3188
Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.jallanlaw.com
jason@jallanlaw.com

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Aurora property values are on the rise – but just below average: MPAC
the Region of  York, according to MPAC, 
the Municipal Property Assessment 
Corporation.

Over the past week or so, it is likely 
you have received notices in the mail that 
the assessment value of  your home or 
property is once again on the rise.

“The overall residential change in 
the Region of  York is 10.1 per cent,” said 
Natasha Dawood, a delegate to Council 
outlining steps MPAC is taking to make 
themselves available to Aurora residents 
who might have questions on how their 
properties have been assessed and, as a 
consequence, how much their property 
taxes might be going up down the road, as 
municipal property values are calculated 
on MPAC’s assessment value. “Aurora is 
just below that at 9.5 per cent. For a single 
family residential home in York Region, 
this is a 10.5 per cent change and, for the 
Town of  Aurora, it is 9.7 per cent. For 
condominiums, the Region is 3.9 per cent 
and for the Town of  Aurora, it is six per 
cent.

“In looking at some typical assessed 
values in the Town of  Aurora from 2012 
to 2016, for a single family residential 
home, the change of  value has increased 
by $218,000 to $770,000 for the 2016 tax year 
and, for condominiums, it has increased 
from $82,000 to a typical assessed value of  
$387,000.”

According to MPAC, this year’s 

assessments have been long in the works, 
with notices going out earlier than ever 
before. Normally being mailed out in the 
fall, this year the distribution is being 
staggered over a 21 week period across the 
province.

Aurora notices went out in the mail 
on June 13 and there will be a 120 day 
extension of  the deadline for property 
owners to appeal.

“When you receive your property 
assessment notice, the first question you 
should ask yourself  is, ‘could I have sold 
my property for the assessed value as of  
January 1, 2016? If  the answer is yes, we 
have done our job,” said Ms. Dawood. “If  the 
answer is no, we are here to work with you 
to ensure accuracy in your assessment.”

Information for a review is included in 
the mailer, and can also be found online 
at aboutmyproperty.ca. There is no fee for 
the reconsideration, but an appeal of  the 
reconsideration runs $75.

Property assessments are conducted 
by MPAC through various means and 
measures. Ms. Dawood told Council that in 
reviewing Aurora’s situation, they looked 
at 13,137 pieces of  data from building 
permits to sales reviews.

Following the delegation to Council, 
local lawmakers had several questions for 
the delegation, including transparency in 
the process. 

“When I was researching MPAC, there 
were a lot of  similarities between MPAC 
and [the Ontario Municipal Board] in the 
way they are reflective of  the institution 
and many of  those in the public have 
some issues with both organizations,” 
said Councillor Harold Kim. “One of  the 
complaints about the Board is it is not 
elected, but appointed and I think it was 
about 10 years ago when the Ombudsman 
said…there were so many complaints in 
such a period that the issues of  the day 
were insufficient information, lack of  
timeliness and it was essentially a David 
and Goliath situation where the onus was 
on the homeowner to prove his valuation 
versus MPAC’s valuation.”

THURSDAY, JUNE 30
Canada Day gets started early with the Rotary 

Dance in the Park. This licensed venue at Aurora Town 
Park, hosted by the Rotary Club of  Aurora, features 
live entertainment from 7 – 11 p.m. A beer garden and 
barbecue are available for a small fee. Admission is free!

FRIDAY, JULY 1
CANADA DAY: The parade begins at 10 a.m. on 

Yonge Street. This year, the parade has a new route! It 
will travel south on Yonge Street from Mosley Street 
to Murray Drive. Kids can participate in pre-parade 
sidewalk chalking at 8.30 a.m. in front of  the Aurora 
Public Library. The festivities in Lambert Willson Park 
begin with a free pancake breakfast while supplies 
last. Rediscover Canada with fun, interactive passport 
activities for children. Learn interesting facts about 
Canada’s Provinces and territories, and take in a car 
show courtesy of  the Aurora Classic and Custom Car 
Club. Music will include the final competition round 
for Aurora Teen Idol, the Aurora Community Band, 
The Mudmen, The Glenn Marais Band and Green River 
Revival, a tribute to CCR. The grand finale, of  course, 
will be the spectacular fireworks show at dusk.

JULY 5 – 28
Then & Now: Paintings by Christine Valentini 

takes over the Skylight Gallery at Aurora Town Hall. 
Then and now is a collection of  watercolours, inks, oils 
and pastel paintings featuring Canadian landscapes, 
northern lights, florals, historical homes and intuitive 
interpretations of  semi-abstract nature scenes with 
swirling waters, enormous mountains and tiny images. 
Join Christine at the gallery for the formal opening on 
Friday, July 8 from 7 – 9 p.m.

SUNDAY, JULY 10
Garden Aurora! Annual Tour of  Gardens. The Aurora 

Garden Club presents our annual tour of  eight beautiful 
gardens. The owners of  theses private paradises will 
be available to answer all your questions. Local artists 
will also be in attendance showing their works. This is a 
self-guided tour from 12 noon to 4.30 p.m., rain or shine. 
Tickets are $15 at Caruso & Co., 15210 Yonge St., Hillcrest 
Nurseries, 14230 Bathurst St., both in Aurora, Black 
Forest Gardens, 15445 Keele St., King City. Also available 
at the Aurora Farmers’ Market Saturdays June 25, July 
3 and July 9. Same day tickets will be sold at Garden 1. 
Further info at www.gardenaurora.com or 905-713-6660. 

* * * * 
Partagez le Français! This free French language 

conversation group welcomes adults from francophones 
to beginners looking to put their French language 
conversation skills into action. Francophones and 
stronger speakers are encouraged to share their French 
language skills with less strong speakers. 3 – 5 p.m. at 
Country Style Deli and Bistro (14980 Yonge Street). 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17
Leap from reality into The Balloon Tree, a play 

inspired by Phoebe Gilman’s children’s book of  the same 
name at this free family theatrical event at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre. Two performances: 11.15 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Tickets are limited and should be picked up in advance. 
Allow your imagination to run free as we follow Princess 
Leora on a magical adventure through her village in 
search of  the one object that will save them all: a balloon. 
Up against her evil uncle, the Archduke, and all the 
guards in the kingdom, she cannot make it without the 
help of  the villagers and, of  course, the audience! For 
more, call the Aurora Cultural Centre at 905-713-1818.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21
Partagez le Français! This free French language 

conversation group welcomes adults from francophones 
to beginners looking to put their French language 
conversation skills into action. Francophones and 
stronger speakers are encouraged to share their French 
language skills with less strong speakers. 3 – 5 p.m. at 
Country Style Deli and Bistro (14980 Yonge Street). 

To submit your event send details in 100 words or less 
to letters@auroran.com with the subject line “Coming 
Events”.

By Brock Weir

Property values in Aurora are on the 
rise, but fall just below average across 

A similar view was offered by 
Councillor Tom Mrakas: “One of  the 
comments I generally hear is: why should a 
property owner be paying a tax rate based 
on assessment for a value they have never 
seen a profit for? They bought a house at 
$80,000 over 40 years ago and they are being 
assessed on a value they have never seen. 
They are curious why it is that way.”
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CARRIERS 
NEEDED  

FOR THE AURORAN

  

CALL CEPHISE: 

416-505-2770

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

• demonstrates quality work ethic
• commitment to support of staff professionally and personally 
• must be bondable • no evenings or weekends 
• competitive wages • kilometers paid 
• drivers and non-drivers needed 

Looking for keen and energetic people 
who enjoy cleaning 

905-967-0445

R E G I S T E R E D  
RECES required for local school aged 
child care centres in Aurora. Must have  
experience working with children ages 4-12 
years. Available for part time split shift  
Monday to Friday 7 - 9 am and 3 - 
6:30 pm. Please contact Marisa at  
amongfriendsdaycarecentres@hotmail.
com

FOR LEASE

CAR FOR SALE

SERVICES

OFFICE FOR 
LEASE Down-
town Aurora 
(Yonge & Mosley)  
Approximately 700 
sq. ft. Call Telly.  
905-717-4073

ABATE RABBIT 
PACKERS meat 
processing facility 
from Arthur imme-
diately requires 16 
Wholesale and Re-
tail Butchers with 
a minimum of  2 to 
3 years of  direct 
hands on experi-
ence in meat cutting 
and processing. Du-
ties include cutting 
and sectioning of  
meat, skinning and 
removing blemish-
es, deboning rab-
bits and chickens, 
cutting meat into 
specialized cuts and  
preparing for whole-
sale and retail sales. 
HS diploma or 
equivalent required. 
Positions offered 
are permanent full 
time and salary is 
$16.00/hr for 42.5 
hrs a week, OT after 
44 hrs a week. Please 
apply in person at 
7597 Jones Baseline 
in Arthur, via email 
at joea@abatepack-
ers.com, via fax at 
1-519-848-2793 or via 
phone at 1-519-848-
2107.

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

HELP WANTED

FULL TIME POSITIONS
• Certified Reach Operators, $18 / 
hr. Bolton

• MIG Welder Fitters, Bolton
• Maintenance Manager, Vaughan 
(3 plants), $80K+.

• Licensed Factory Tradesman 
………. $30.00 / hr.

• (Millwrights, Industrial Electri-
cians, Maintenance Mechanics)

• General Light Warehouse Labour, 
$15/ hr. Bolton

• Heavy Labour, Bolton, $14-15 / hr.
• Boom Truck Operator,  $30 / hr., 
339A license only, GTA

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

“Our Business is People”

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6330 Fax

905-951-6300 Phone
866-274-7231 Toll Free

2001 HONDA AC-
CORD. Good for 
parts. $400 905-713-
5002.

Advertise in  
THE AURORAN  

Classifieds  
905-727-3300  

ext: 102

SALES PROFES-
SIONAL WANT-
ED: Experienced, 
youthful, energetic, 
disciplined, driv-
en, career oriented 
salesperson with a 
proven track record 
in face to face and 
telephone sales.  Ex-
cellent base salary 
plus commission 
will equal a six fig-
ure annual salary. 
We are an Interna-
tional marketing 
firm based in
Toronto with a 
worldwide clientele.  
Applicant must 
have a valid pass-
port and be able to 
travel.  Business 
degree/diploma an 
asset.   Send resume 
to info@premierdia-
mondltd.com

FARM HELP/
H E R D S M A N : 
Schomberg area 
farm operation 
has an opening 
for experienced 
farm help.   Suc-
cessful applicant 
will have strong  
experience with 
beef  cattle, farm 
equipment oper-
ation and main-
tenance.  AI  
experience and cat-
tle grooming an as-
set.  416-892-0664

From page 1

(L) Honourary Survivor Linda Smith, far left, is pictured with the Magna Team: Sandra, Mary, Stephanie, Blanca and Pat. (C) A bag piper leads the ceremonial survivors lap. (R) These women were eager to step up to 
“SOCK” it to Cancer. 															                                                Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

Respect.
It’s a value laden 

word that is oft 
misunderstood in 
the political realm, 
at least in my 
opinion. 

There is an 
expectation of  respect 
when one gets elected 
to office.  That is, 
when you hold the 
title of  Mayor or MP or Premier, you 
have earned the right to be respected.  
And that expectation is not misplaced – 
to a point.  Election to public office does 
warrant respect.  You as a member of  
the electorate have chosen someone – 
through your hard won right to vote – 
to occupy an office to represent you, to 
make decisions for you, to govern you. 

You must afford that office at least 
some level of  respect or the entire 
premise falls in on itself.

However, as I have argued both 
publicly and privately, that does not 
mean that the person in the office 
is automatically granted respect by 
virtue of  their election.

Respect is earned, not granted, and 
is most definitely not legislated. You 
cannot force the electorate to respect 
the Mayor or the Premier if  they don’t 
deserve it. No, respect is for the office the 
person holds, not the person occupying 
it. And therein lies the problem. There 
are far too many leaders who do not 
respect the office they hold.

To borrow an oft-used phrase, “they 
feel entitled to their entitlements,” and 
what the public gets instead of  service 
to the public is ethics violations, $20 
orange juices, bogus travel claims 
and backroom deal making driven by 
craven self-interest.

There is a loud lament – and 
following the Brexit vote that lament 
is fast becoming wailing – from a 
wide variety of  talking heads of  every 
political stripe about the lack of  respect 
the “public” has for elected office and 

the institutions they 
represent.

The rise of  
Trump and other 
demagogues of  
his ilk has been 
met with horrified 
surprise. Personally, 
I am surprised that 
they’re surprised.

The disgust of  
the average Joe with 

those that occupy offices of  power, 
position or prestige has been coming 
for some time now.  It is part and 
parcel of  the current state of  affairs 
where folks have lost faith in virtually 
every institution that they’d held in 
such esteem a mere decade or perhaps 
decades ago. 

It’s entirely to be expected though, 
is it not, when daily we are bombarded 
with the salacious details of  yet another 
public figure embroiled in some sordid 
imbroglio or another? The pastor 
that’s stealing money from church 
coffers. The Family Values politician 
that’s spending campaign money on 
prostitutes. The tech giant with pirated 
software. The doctor pushing the new 
wonder drug is in the pocket of  big 
pharma.

Even our sports heroes aren’t heroes 
anymore. We find out soon enough that 
their golden crowns are made of  pyrite: 
doped up Olympians, rigged games, 
goons not players, state sponsored 
cheating at a national scale, and on it 
goes.

Joe public can see that those at 
the top didn’t get there fairly. They 
have their thumbs on the scale, and 
folks are fed up with not getting a fair 
shake. What is there to respect about 
that? Respect is about belief.  Belief  in 
something. 

If  there’s nothing left for people to 
believe in, then you can’t be surprised 
when resentment drives decision-
making, regardless of  how many 
noseless faces result.  

Cutting off your nose 
 to spite your face 

Newmarket Relay draws Aurora crowds

her mother decided to take on the Relay 
Challenge, setting a fundraising goal for 
herself  and a unique way of  reaching 
that target.

“Two years ago, I did a Throwback 
Thursday on Facebook with me and 
my opening-ceremonies-of-SkyDome 
costume and people made jokes saying, 
‘I’d like to see you do that again!’ so I 
said, ‘Get me to my goal and I will do 
it,’” said Ms. Pearson while making 
doing some last-minute primping. “This 
year, I wondered what I could to do raise 
interest again and said if  I hit my goal, 
I am going to wear my wedding gown. 
Bruce is also on the team and when he 
hits his goal he is going to be wearing the 
tux. I’m there, he’s not quite there, and 
we don’t want to leave the bride standing 
at the altar!”

She wasn’t jilted, and it was a great 
way to mark their 20-year marriage. 
Ms. Pearson also received a special 
award at Friday’s ceremony to mark her 
significant fundraising for the cause. 

“Two or three years ago, my brother 
was diagnosed with colon cancer and, 
for me, the good news in all of  this was 
because of  what the Canadian Cancer 
Society has done for research and 
information on the preventative side, it 
was caught early and removed, and he 
didn’t have to have chemo or radiation. 
While my dad didn’t survive, my brother 
didn’t have to go through what a lot 
of  other people would have had to go 
through 10 years ago because of  the 
advancements.”

Linda Smith knows the value of  
the Canadian Cancer Society all too 
well. Diagnosed with transitional cell 
carcinoma in December of  2014, Ms. 
Smith, who was named Honourary 
Survivor for the 2016 Relay, said the only 
information she received on her entire 
cancer journey was from the Society.

“When I went for my year follow-
up, they found cancer in my bladder,” 
said Ms. Smith, who had already lost a 
kidney to the cancer ahead of  the follow-
up. “I went and had another surgery this 

February and again the only information 
I received on bladder cancer was from 
the Canadian Cancer Society’s website. 
The cancer I had doesn’t respond to 
chemo or radiation, so I wasn’t receiving 
treatment and surgery was my only 
option. They didn’t bother to [give me the 
information] because I wasn’t receiving 
treatment. 

“It sure did. I even asked my surgeon 
about it and he said it is because it is a 
lesser-known cancer, it is not publicized, 
so that was the main reason I decided 
to do this, to raise awareness. Everyone 
knows about breast cancer and prostate 
cancer, but not a lot of  people know about 
kidney cancer and bladder cancer.”

Before she delivered her speech to 
inspire Relay participants, Ms. Smith, a 
Georgina resident, was enjoying being 
able to get out and work in her garden 
for the first time since she embarked on 
her journey. She says she’s now feeling 
great and, despite the “shock” of  being 
asked to lead this year’s survivors, she 
was keen to have the opportunity to raise 
awareness. 

“The reason I agreed to speak today 
for the lesser known cancer like kidney 
and bladder,” she said. “If  you see blood 
in your urine, tell your doctor right away. 
Don’t ignore it, don’t put it off. It may 
save your life. The more research [the 
Society] can do, the more lives they can 
save, the more resources they can offer.”

Ms. Pearson was in agreement. While 
she said there is nothing funny about 
cancer, you can have fun along the 
fundraising journey. 

“Everybody [is at Relay] for the same 
reason,” she said. “You can get on the 
track with a couple of  hundred other 
people that you have never met before 
and just look at each other, smile, and 
be comfortable in your tears. It lets you 
feel what you need to feel and celebrate 
the successes of  survivors. You see the 
survivors there in their yellow shirts 
you see, okay, it is helping, and yet when 
you’re looking at the luminaries and see 
‘in memory of’ and not ‘in honour of’ we 
remember why we started this and why 
we continue.”
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COMING EVENTS

Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CREMATION

HOME RENOVATIONS

MORTGAGE/FINANCE

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

 
...anyday
any time 

Commercial 
Residential

FREE Estimate

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Why take a 
gas-guzzler? 

Hire an eco-friendly Hybrid for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $80.00 

Call Alan @ 416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
email: alan@eco-limo.ca   Website: Eco-Limo.ca

• 5 years warranty! 
• Over 10 years experience in construction fi eld 
• Increase the resale value of your home 
• Bring a fresh new look to your home

Call Richard (647) 703-6466   Email:  richard-tian@hotmail.com

$75 
EACH

Full renovations with permit.
Goldengate Property Development Inc.

$$75 POTLIGHT 
INSTALLATIONS

FAST & FREE ESTIMATES!

MOVING
• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

LA
ND

SC
AP

E
GA

RD
EN

IN
G

KARATE

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

DECKS

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

HVAC
Replace your old ineffi cient furnace 

with today’s highest effi ciency models
up to 98% afue

12 Years Parts & Labour Warranty 

and a $250.00 OPA Rebate. 

Immediate installation at the best prices.

Liscensed and Insured.  Aurora 905.727.4258

BAIRD CONSTRUCTION GROUP 

 -Basement Renovations
 -Floors and Stairs 
 -Kitchens and Bathrooms 

Call today to book your project 
Brandon: 289 221 9330

bairdconstructiongroup.com

 

 
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 905-726-8886 
 4-14 years old  

No Martial Arts  Experience Required 

Non- Members Welcome 

Professionals At Work

Contact 647-588-8561 Email BoyeLandscaping@yahoo.ca

Boye Landscaping
                        & Property Management

• Spring & Fall Clean Up
• Landscape Design
• Property Maintenance
• Lawn Care

• Tree Removal
• Planting
• Gardening

Country Estate, Residential & Commercial Projects

Complete cremation service for $2,205.Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

GTA KIM CONSTRUCTION

Leave the job to the professionals from beginning to end...
Spring is in the air!

Free estimate
• Paving, Interlocking, Landscaping, Post Holes, Decks, Fences, Patio
• Stairs, Retaining Walls, Flagstone
• Home Renovation, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Flooring
• Site Preparation   • Equipment Rental With Operator

Email Address: Inquireajob@gmail.com
Tel :  647-705-1830, 647-687-2572

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Fang Liu
Mortgage Advisor

Tel: 1 877 353-4220
Cell: 647 456-7679
fang.liu@cibc.com

1st, 2nd, Mortgages
TAX/MORTGAGE ARREARS
BANK SAYS NO ...WE SAY YES!!!
NEW HOME PURCHASE | HOME EQUITY LOAN

Gaetana (Nella) Lanzellotti
License# M14000424

Centum Mortgage Professionals License# 10266

www.Centum.ca/Nella_Lanzellotti
Nella.Centum@gmail.com

416.992.5104
CALL OR TEXT

NEW HOME
Ga

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

RENOVATIONS
GARDHOUSE CARPENTRY & CONTRACTING

905-939-7844

HOME RENOVATIONS
WASHROOMS • KITCHENS

BASEMENT FINISHING
Quality Workmanship Since 1978

Email: david.gardhouse@sympatico.ca
www.gardhousecontracting.ca

 Love where

    you live!

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811
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HELP WANTED

Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

NOT EVERYONE
Needs your services

 all the time... 

Advertise in The Auroran 
At Your ServiceDirectory and

 be there when they do!

Call today:
905-727-3300 x 102

SKYLIGHTS

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

Girl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’s

$35
Wash, 

Cut 
& Blow 

Dry

$65 
Partial 

Highlights, 
Cut & 

BlowDry

$29 
Full Legs 

& 
Bikini 

Waxing

$50
Micro

dermabrasion 
& 

Facial

$200 
Full 

Body 
Laser

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Colour & Highlights
Perms & Updos
Cut & Blow Dry
Keratin Treatment
Hair Extensions
Japanese Hair Straightening
Bridal Hair & Make-Up
Permanent Make-up
Microdermabrasion & Facials
Laser Hair Removal
Waxing & Threading

905-726-2333
150 Hollidge Blvd, Unit C8, Aurora, ON, L4G 8A3  www.Girls-Guys.com

   SALON & SPA

� en please also stretch the 
phone to make it wider and 
lastly, remove her email, in-
stead place her website www.
Girls-Guys.com.

SALONS & SPAS SWIM ACADEMY

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Bri’s Swim Academy Bri’s Swim Academy 
                  • Backyard Swimming 

              • Lessons in Aurora 
Red Cross and Lifesaving Society

https://brisswimacademy.wordpress.com
brisswimacademy@gmail.com

416-829-6100

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic News Editor  

with a passion for community, sports and news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local and community events.

News Editor  
for Local Community Newspaper

• Within 1 hour of Toronto •

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
zach@lpcmedia.ca

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Cover local events around the community.

• Produce multiple stories and bylines each week.
• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips.

• Coordinate and edit content and columns submitted for publication.
• Take photographs.

• assign stories to contributors. 
• edit submitted copy for publication. 

• post stories to the website.  
• Work some evenings and weekends, as required.

QUALIfIcATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills
• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity, as the majority of the writing  
for this role will be on the local events in the Community.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Sell telecommunications services (phone, internet & TV) across 

numerous regions for maximum growth
•  Be part of an ever growing team, developing new markets 
    for new revenue and income opportunities

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

Desired Skills & Experience:
• Sales Driven
• Great Personal Skills
• Strong oral and written communication skills
•  Marketing and/or Communication education 

an asset

Compensation:
Base + Commission

LOCATION:
Toronto (Close to Pearson Airport)

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for an enthusiastic inside sales representative. 
A rewarding opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 

Grant Roughley 
Vice-President 
NFTC 
groughley@frontenac.net

North Frontenac 
Telephone Company

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

CARRIERS NEEDED FOR THE AURORAN  
CALL CEPHISE: 416-505-2770
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Proud to have been helping Aurora residents 
with their Real Estate needs for 23 Years

16945 Leslie Street
Units 247-29, Newmarket ON L3Y 9A2
p: 905-895-5972   e: sean@seanherbinson.com

Sean Herbinson Broker

Proud to have been helping Aurora residents 
with their Real Estate needs for 23 Years

NEED ANSWERS?

Contact Sean directly at 905-717-5234 
or by email Sean@SeanHerbinson.com

Not intended to solicit individuals currently under agency contract.

Should we buy? 
Should we sell? 
Is our timing right? 
Trade up? Trade down? 
Country living? City living? 
Condo? Freehold? Townhomes? 
Bungalow? Multilevel? 
Down payment amount? 
Cost of a mortgage? Affordability? 

Good Area? Poor area? 
Amenities? Schools?

So many 
real estate
questions??

?

Call Sean for a complimentary consultation 
and get your questions answered
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JUNIOR SCHOOL PROGRAM (Junior Kindergarten to Grade 5): 
At Pickering College, we off er a dynamic, nurturing and positi ve learning 

environment where your child’s curiosity is sti mulated, leadership skills are 
culti vated, and fun-fi lled interacti ve learning is meaningful and focused. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL (Grades 6 to 8):  
Our 21st century integrati ve, exploratory approach to learning connects 
students to the real world. We emphasize the development of rati onal 

and criti cal thinking through project-based learning.

SENIOR SCHOOL (Grades 9 to 12): 
Pickering College prepares students for university while also encouraging 

them to make a diff erence in the world as ethical, compassionate and 
values-based decision-makers. Our academic curriculum focuses on 

excellence and innovati on while ensuring students have a solid 
understanding of core subjects. All students also have countless opportuniti es 

to parti cipate in leadership acti viti es, community service, sports and the 
arts and excursions, both locally and globally.

FRESH START
for September 2016
LIMITED SPACE STILL AVAILABLE IN SOME GRADES 
CALL TODAY 905-895-1700 ext. 259

Every student at Pickering College, Junior 
Kindergarten to Grade 12, parti cipates in 
the Global Leadership Program.

Learn more at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/freshstart

Pickering College excursion to Inuvik, Northwest Territories.
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• 100% placement at top universiti es in Canada and around the world

• Dedicated and caring teachers who are specialists in their fi eld

• Fully integrated Global Leadership Program (JK to Grade 12)

• Small class sizes and personalized att enti on at every grade

• Challenging and engaging academic curriculum

• Full recreati onal and competi ti ve co-curricular program

• Safe and supporti ve nurturing environment  

Pickering College students are knowledgeable, skilled, confi dent 
and resilient. Our approach to educati on ensures that they are 

able to reach their full potenti al, achieve their personal and 
academic goals, and deal eff ecti vely with the challenges of life.

Come visit us!
OPEN HOUSE

Meet students, staff , faculty and parents. Learn more 
about our specialized programming and go on 

a personal tour of our historic campus.

 October 19  6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 January 21  10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
 February 22  6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 April 8   10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

SPEND-A-HALF DAY
Your child can spend the morning at Pickering College 

– att end class, meet our teachers and join us for lunch! 

Please note: Registrati on is required.  Grade 2 to Grade 11

  November 4  March 3
  December 2*          April 21
  January 20  May 15**

*Junior and Middle School only
**Senior School only

INTRODUCTION TO SENIOR SCHOOL (GRADES 9 – 12)
November 2      6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

INTRODUCTION TO MIDDLE SCHOOL (Grades 6 – 8)
       November 9       6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Our graduates are well prepared for what lies ahead 

in post-secondary educati on and 

as contributi ng citi zens of society. 

Book your personal tour today! 

For more informati on please call us at 
905-895-1700 ext. 259 
or email us at 
admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca 


