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SPRING INTO SUMMER – Students at Rick Hansen Public 
School, like Shaoyang, bounced their way closer to summer 
holidays last Friday at the school’s annual “Hansenpalooza.” 
The annual year-end fair which incorporated bouncy castles, 
road hockey, as demonstrated inset by Spero, and other fam-
ily-friendly activities, has become an annual favourite with 
members of the community and lasted until dusk.
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Yonge and Wellington left turn ban  
eyed for August launch

By Brock Weir

If  you’re in the habit of  trying to turn 
left at Yonge and Wellington during the 
morning and afternoon rush, you might 
have to come up with a few alternative 
routes between August and October.

Council is poised to approve a pilot 
project banning left turns at Yonge and 
Wellington in a pilot project beginning 
August 15 and running through October 
15, from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. and again from 4 
p.m. to 6 p.m.

Buses will be exempt from the 
restriction.

Previously approved in principle 
by Councillors earlier this year, and 
requested to the Region of  York, 
Councillors are set to consider the fine 
details of  the pilot at this week’s General 
Committee meeting. If  approved this 
week, it will come before Council for 
further ratification on June 28.

According to the report before 
Councillors this week from Ilmar 
Simanovskis, the Town’s Director of  
Infrastructure, left turn restrictions in 
the area during peak times are expected 
to show “marginal benefits” to help 
improve traffic in the busy corridor and 

public feedback will be important in 
determining future steps.

“Town and Regional staff  met on May 
20 to discuss implementation of  the left 
turn restrictions,” said Mr. Simanovskis, 
noting the intersection is under the 
control of  the Region of  York. “The pilot 
project…will provide sufficient data for 
the Region to determine what the impacts 
of  the left turn prohibition has on the 
Regional and local road network. The 
Region will deploy two portable message 
signs north and south of  Wellington 
Street and on Yonge Street on August 1 to 

Study could lead to protected  
“heritage landscapes”

By Brock Weir

Wide vistas and approaches to well-
known historic landmarks can evoke 
powerful memories and feelings for 
people who hold them dear – and these 
landscapes could become protected in 
Aurora following a Council decision last 
week.

In an 8 – 1 vote, Council voted in favour 
of  a motion put forward by Councillor 
Tom Mrakas to begin building an 
inventory of  what he calls “cultural 
heritage landscapes.”

These landscapes –  which could 

range from parkland and open spaces to 
streetscapes, cemeteries and even golf  
courses –  are an extension of  protections 
already in place for “significant built 
heritage” and a move to protect landscapes 
could be an opportunity to “encourage 
good stewardship” of  identified lands 
and structures around the community.

The motion calls on a full assessment 
and inventory of  such landscapes to be 
incorporated into Aurora’s Official Plan 
Review, and the compiled inventory 
sent to the Town’s Heritage Advisory 
Committee in September prior to Council 

By Brock Weir

Aurora’s Canada Day Parade 
will be shorter this year, following 
concerns raised over “accessibility.”

Participants in this year’s Canada 
Day Parade will gather at Wellington 
Street to prepare for the parade, 
which formally begins just south of  
the intersection on Mosley Street.

According to Al Downey, Director 
of  Parks and Recreation for the Town 
of  Aurora, the decision to shorten the 

Canada Day parade will 
start at Wellington this year
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Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4227

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

SEEKING CITIZEN MEMBERS FOR THE TOWN OF AURORA 
ADVISORY COMMITTEES
Aurora Town Council invites residents to apply to participate as a citizen member  
of one of the following:

 Advisory Committees 
• Environmental Advisory Committee
• Heritage Advisory Committee

Applications must be received no later than 4:30 p.m. on Friday, July 8, 2016.

For more information on roles and responsibilities for Committee members, please visit  
Aurora Town Hall, Aurora Public Library or the Town of Aurora’s website at www.aurora.ca  

For more information, please call 905-727-3123, ext. 4227.
 
What is the application process?

Appointment to Advisory Committees is open to all residents of Aurora, or owners of land within the 
municipality, or a tenant of land in Aurora. Applications must be submitted to the Town on the approved 
application form. Application forms and additional information can be picked up at Aurora Town Hall, 
Aurora Public Library or by visiting the Town’s website at www.aurora.ca 

Applications should be addressed to the Deputy Clerk and submitted by email to pthoma@aurora.ca or 
by fax at 905-726-4732. Applications can also be submitted by mail or hand delivered to  
100 John West Way, P.O. Box 1000, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1.

The Good Brothers, Wendell Ferguson with Neil Chapman and Graham Young, Road Heavy, 
Rick Fines, Leah Daniels with Magna Hoedown winners Sarah MacRae and Brad Battle,  

Suzie Vinnick, Hannah Shira Naiman, Raina Krangle - Children’s Entertainer.
Subject to change
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communicate to motorists the left turn 
prohibition during peak hours.

“The Region is investigating the use 
of  a Bluetooth reader to be strategically 
placed to collect travel time data, as well 
as completing additional traffic studies 
and observations. As this project has 
the potential to provide a significant 
change to the traffic operations at the…
intersection as well as surrounding areas, 
there is a high priority for community 
engagement and feedback.”

Over the course of  the pilot, the 
Town will be working with residents 
and businesses to keep them informed 
through advertising, online surveys, 
and social media. The success or failure 
of  the project will be measured through 
social media response, online survey 
participants, enquiries received at Town 
Hall, and traffic surveys before and 
during the pilot project.

“The Town and Region staff  will 
conduct traffic volume counts, travel 

time and queue surveys before, during 
and after the implementation of  the 
pilot project,” said Mr. Simanovskis. 
“In addition, staff  will observe 
traffic patterns and infiltration in 
surrounding neighbourhoods. Post-
pilot-implementation, staff  will report 
to Council on the findings of  the pilot 
program and provide recommendations.”

Yonge and Wellington averages 18,000 
– 20,000 vehicles per day, which is typical 
for arterial roads in the area, according 
to Mr. Simanovskis’ report. 

“[Accepted thresholds] could range up 
to 30,000 vehicles per day, according to the 
Transportation Association of  Canada 
guide lines for arterial roads,” he said. 
“However, the road experiences traffic 
delays due to the lack of  turning lanes at 
its intersection with Wellington Street. 
This corridor is a primary community 
destination for retail, entertainment and 
culture. This area also adds a historic 
small-town and human-scaled character 
to the downtown.”

Bumper crop of locks raise thousands 
for Canadian Cancer Society

By Brock Weir

Cheers went up from her classmates 
when hairstylists presented Georgia 
Barrington with a Ziploc bag full of  her 
long tresses on Monday, but things didn’t 
stop there.

The Grade 6 student decided to take 
things a step further and asked for the 
hair dresser to fire up the shaver. She 
was joining the boys in going all the way, 
shaving her head in the third-annual 
Jakob’s Cause, which brought crowds at 
Lester B. Pearson Public School to their 
feet at their year-end assembly.

The initiative of  fellow Grade 6 student 
Jakob Israel to raise money for the 
Canadian Cancer Society, it is now in its 
third year.

In the first year, Jakob went solo on stage 
as barbers from Yellow Orange Salon and 
Spa did away with his curls, but since that 
first outlining, the initiative has grown. 
This week, the team was 11 students strong 
who collectively raised $9,138 and counting 
for the fight against cancer. 

“Three years ago when I asked my mom 
and dad what I could do to raise money 

for the Canadian Cancer Society, I never 
imagined Jakob’s Cause would become so 
big,” Jakob told the assembly. “This year, 
my team and I have raised over $9,000, 
bringing Jakob’s Cause’s three-year grand 
total to over $22,000, all benefiting the 
Canadian Cancer Society.

“I have a few people to thank and 
without them this day wouldn’t have been 
possible: the wonderful stylists who have 
volunteered their time this morning to 
cut and shave our heads: Esther Farsalis 
of  James Dimitri in Aurora, Jessica and 
Lori from Becoming Hair Salon in Aurora, 
Brigette of  Yellow Orange Salon in Aurora, 
and Bonnie and Brenda MacFarlane. 
Thank you all.

“I would also like to thank our 
courageous team: Georgia, Jacob, Anthony, 
Isobel, Elena, Charlie, Tucker, Lukas, Isaac 
and Sam. Yesterday, my little brother 
Henry joined the team by shaving his head 
too. [I’d also like to thank] amazing Mme 
(Wendy) Dicker and all of  the people at 
LBP who have helped organize this really 
cool event, and of  course, everyone who 
has donated over the last three years. 

HAIR TODAY, GONE TOMORROW – Lester B. Public School students proudly display their new haircuts 
before presenting a cheque to the Canadian Cancer Society on Monday morning. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Pilot project up for further Council talks
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This won’t be news to you, of  course, 
but you’re a clever bunch.

With just a few hours to go before 
this week’s edition of  The Auroran 
goes to press, your message is loud and 
clear: It will take more than the worst 
mass shooting in American history to 
spur any action on tighter gun control 
legislation in the United States.

As of  this writing, 100 per cent of  you 
voted “No” when asked if  you thought 
recent events in Orlando would be seen 
by local lawmakers as a call to action.

There’s no wavering there.
And there’s no wavering among the 

American lawmakers, sadly.
On Monday, despite widespread 

support from the general public, 
whether registered Democrats, 
Republicans, Libertarians or 
Independent, the United States Senate 
decisively voted down a series of  
common sense measures which should 
have been in place years ago; namely, 
preventing suspected terrorists from 
buying guns and other weapons (such 
a novel idea) and putting in place 
tougher background checks so that 
guns don’t fall into the hands of  the 
wrong people.

Over the past week, we have seen no 
shortage of  guns falling into the hands 
of  the wrong people both inside and 
outside the United States.

There was, of  course, the tragic 
attacks against the LGBTQ community 
at Orlando’s Pulse nightclub, the 
horrible assassination of  British 
Labour MP Jo Cox, an advocate for 
Britain staying in the European 
Union in the heat of  the upcoming 
Brexit vote and, on the stranger side 
of  things, the British fellow living in 
the United States who was arrested for 
trying to knock off  Donald Trump by 
attempting to steal a gun from a police 
officer. 

Most pundits south of  the Border 
seemed distinctively nonplussed over 
the outcome. They have been to this 
rootin’ tootin’ gun shootin’ist rodeo 
more times than Yosemite Sam. It was 
a foregone conclusion.

“I was mortified by today’s vote, 
but I am not surprised by it,” said 
Democratic Senator Chris Murphy in 
an interview with CNN. “The NRA has 
a vice-like grip on this place.” 

In the same piece, responding to a poll 
carried out by the news outlet showing 
the vast majority of  Americans are 
in favour of  these simple changes, he 
added: “I don’t think democracy allows 
for this Congress to be out of  step with 
the American public for long.”

All too often, however, they have 
indeed found themselves out of  
step and Americans now seem to be 
marching to very different drummers.

Take, for instance, the meteoric and 

fascinating rise of  both long-serving 
Senator Bernie Sanders and reality 
television personality Donald Trump 
(Home Alone 2: Lost in New York). The 
fact that these men are on diametrically 
opposing ends of  the political spectrum 
is clear to anyone with at least one 
functioning eye or ear, but when you 
get past the finger pointing, bluster, 
and political blowhardery, they do 
have one uncanny similarity.

Both have tapped into something 
within the American public that has 
been too long untapped: dissatisfaction. 
And, with a broken two-party system, 
they didn’t have anyone to come 
along and drill in a spigot, until this 
presidential campaign. Now, it is going 
to be very hard for anyone to turn off  
the flow. 

Americans want “change” – a lovely 
catch-all – and they don’t care where 
they have to go to find it. 

The same can be said of  some of  
the more rabid people slinging mud 
at each other in the Brexit debate, but 
that is a column for another day. Let’s 
wait until the dust settles on that one. 

Americans are tired of  the business-
as-usual way of  running things. 
Sanders has taken on the mantle of  
taking down special interests like 
his oft-and-oft-and-oft mentioned 
Wall Street Fat Cats, while Trump is 
going after change for change’s sake 
dancing around the issue of  the NRA 
like Salome, unsure where it is most 
politically advantageous to let his veil-
like hair drop. 

Nevertheless, the reality is that 
these special interests, and the NRA in 
particular, do have these choke holds 
on one of  the world’s most enduring 
democracies and it doesn’t matter how 
many students are shot, and it doesn’t 
matter how many LGBTQ are mowed 
down while celebrating their pride in 
the process. Nobody in a position of  
power wants to rock the boat but, come 
November, perhaps they will have been 
cast overboard in a cresting wave.

The more I look with dismay at the 
process unfolding below our southern 
border, the more grateful I am for the 
system we have in place. Sure, it is 
flawed – no system is ever perfect – but 
it is certainly effective. 

Since we’re still in Pride Month, 
let’s cast our minds back to 2004 

when the Supreme Court of  Canada 
made its historic ruling in favour of  
equal marriage. They deemed that the 
definition of  marriage, from a civil 
standpoint, must evolve with society 
and that equal marriage ultimately 
“flows” directly from the Canadian 
Charter of  Rights and Freedoms.

It was a decision that was free of  
satisfying the needs of  special interests 
groups in certain parties (and indeed 
represented in some quarters of  all 
significant Canadian parties) holding 
onto outmoded tenets of  a constitution 
set out in 1867 or, in the case of  our 
southern friends, 1791.

I am sure many people were surprised 
to see some relevancy recently come 
out of  our Parliament’s Red Chamber 
over the debate concerning “Right to 
Die” legislation.

In a rare move, the Senate, intended 
to be Canada’s “Chamber of  Sober 
Second Thought” attempted to go toe-
to-toe with the House of  Commons 
over the legislation fighting for a 
number of  changes stemming from 
their own debates, most notably a 
clause in the legislation which would 
have allowed doctor-assisted dying 
in cases where patients were not 
necessarily terminally ill but suffering 
nonetheless.

The Senate ultimately lost that 
particular battle, but their efforts re-
entered an important part of  the debate 
back into the public consciousness, as 
it did the Senate’s own relevancy as 
an oversight body, a further check and 
balance, to our elected representatives 
in the House of  Commons. 

Their decisions, their views, and 
their suggestions to the House of  
Commons are no longer – generally 
speaking – beholden to a particular 
party’s line, nor are they necessarily 
looking to score brownie points in their 
respective constituencies all with an 
eye of  being re-elected in October 2019.

Their collective experiences, expert 
consultation, and sobriety in thought 
came together in an attempt to address 
the important needs of  Canadians, a 
duty their American counterparts – 
and elected counterparts, yet – seem to 
have all but abdicated. 

Democracy is a fragile thing. For 
all its flaws, ours seems to be working 
well at the moment, but we can only 
imagine how theirs will be working 
in the aftermath of  the November 
election and the January inauguration 
of  the ultimate victor.

With an appetite for change 
growling, from whatever corner it 
comes, one can only hope that will be 
enough to align gun control laws to the 
will of  the people, and nobody else has 
to die while the world waits for them to 
catch up. 
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Anxiously awaiting that final straw
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Brock Weir

Town should get fair shake in 
Theatre Aurora lease: former 
resident

The Town of  Aurora owns a multi-
million dollar property (ask any local 
agent) at 150 Henderson Drive that is 
currently being extremely underused 
and not generating any profit to 
taxpayers.

In a time where programming space is 
at a premium, the taxpayers own a facility 
that could reduce the overwhelming 
burden on its current operations, as well 
as be made available to a wide range of  
user groups to bring in facility booking 
dollars.

On June 1, The Auroran printed an 
article indicating that Theatre Aurora 
was calling for support from the town in 
a so-called “battle.” Their president, Sal 
Aguila, says if  the town wants to “play 
the game”, they are ready.

The Town is representing taxpayer 
dollars and if  they care enough to 
represent the electorate, it is definitely 
not a game to them. A relationship with 
the Town of  Aurora that has a supreme 
beneficiary claiming to take “battle” 
with them is not the kind of  partnership 
that any Town should ever want.

There are many issues that were 
neglected to be mentioned in the article.

Firstly, Theatre Aurora has enjoyed 
a sweetheart deal for many years that 
any other theatre company could only 
wish to have. Their lease agreement is 
to maintain a Town property for what 
essentially amounts to a free lease. 
Their unsubstantiated claim made in 
the article of  saving the Town of  Aurora 
$500,000 in labour costs are preposterous. 
Surely the town could put a single staff  
member in that location in the area of  
$50,000 per year to attend the property 
daily, and in addition, scheduled when 
required.

Further to this, upon visiting this 
property surely you will agree that it is 
aged, dated and in a state of  disrepair not 
in line with Town of  Aurora standards.

According to government registered 
documents, the organization rarely 
seems to be able to turn a profit. The 
only reason why Theatre Aurora is still 
in existence today is a result of  having 
been at the taxpayers’ expense.

Based on their financial documents, 
there is no way they could afford any 
rent. This leads to the question of  
mismanagement, via monopolizing a 
town asset. 

In looking at the Theatre Aurora 
website’s current schedule from June 
forward, they have only 78.5 hours 
marked as “busy” over June to September. 
Then, from September to December, 
they have blocked out approximately 74 
days in order to accommodate 19 days of  
revenue generating performances.

Theatre Aurora is blocking the theatre 
from being used by other organizations, 
the town and its tax payers. It is obvious 
that the facility is being underused for 
revenue generation and mostly used for 
set building, storage and rehearsals that 
all other theatre companies would have 
to pay for on their own.

They quote a daily rate of  $850 for 
rental to other organizations, a rate they 
themselves could never afford.

By blocking the Town of  Aurora and 
not giving them additional dates to be 
used by other organizations, Theatre 
Aurora has made a decision to exclude 
other theatre groups in the town. 
Theatre Aurora talks about inclusion, 
and creating a family through the arts in 
Aurora, however in fact they have created 
a clique that only benefits themselves.

Arts are an integral part of  our 
societal fabric, but should not benefit 
approximately 50 people versus a town 
population of  50,000.

If  a taxpayer responsible agreement 
cannot be reached, the Town should 
consider other options, perhaps putting 
the agreement out to tender. Ultimately, 
the time has come for the Town to 
make decisions that are beneficial to all 
involved.

Michelle Cutts
North York
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View From 
Queen’s Park

Chris Ballard, MPP
Newmarket-Aurora

This past week has been busy and 
exciting.  I was deeply honoured by 
the trust placed in me by Premier 
Kathleen Wynne in appointing me 
as Ontario’s Minister of  Housing 
and the Minister Responsible for the 
Province’s Poverty Reduction Strategy.  
It has been more than 20 years since the 
Ministry of  Housing has been a stand-
alone ministry, which highights the 
importance our government places on 
this area.

Affordable housing has always 
been an issue I have championed.  As 
far back as my days on the Aurora 
Council, I advocated that we need to do 
more.  Increasing affordable housing 
is critical to reducing poverty in 
Ontario – the two are closely linked.  
By creating this stand-alone ministry 
the province can now continue its 
efforts, with our partners, to build 
more affordable and social housing. 
This will also aid in the government’s 
work to eradicate homelessness in 
Ontario.  The new ministry will lead 
the province’s negotiations with the 
federal government on new social 
housing agreements, and implement 
the province’s commitments in the 
Climate Change Action Plan related to 
affordable and social housing.  

One of  my responsibilities for 
the past two years has been as the 
Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister 
Responsible for the Poverty Reduction 
Strategy.  Now, as I move into the 
position as minister for this portfolio, 
I look forward to continuing to work 
for some of  Ontario’s most vulnerable 
citizens.  Addressing poverty is a 
priority to the government of  Ontario.  
A province such as Ontario, should 
not have 1.57 million people living 
in poverty.  We need to adapt public 
supports and investments in education, 
housing, health care, mental health, 
jobs, training and other services, so that 
everyone reaches their full potential 
and is a contributing member of  society.

I would like to thank the people of  
Newmarket-Aurora for their support.  

I am excited by this new responsibility 
and look forward to helping our 
government make a difference in the 
areas of  housing and poverty reduction.

York Region Food Network
On June 16, I attended What’s the BIG 

idea 2.0, the event was hosted by the 
York Region Food Network at the Town 
of  Newmarket’s municipal office. I 
spoke on the provincial plans for a basic 
income pilot.  From my own research 
I have learned a few interesting and 
important things about “Basic Income” 
programs.  They are complex and there 
is no basic definition. However, these 
programs are generally understood as 
a cash transfer from the government 
to families or individuals to ensure a 
minimum level of  annual income.  

Pilot projects done around the world, 
including Canada, U.S., Sweden and 
Finland, have shown  there is no single 
way to implement a basic income pilot. 
Results of  the pilots are intriguing. 
Proponents say basic income programs 
can do everything from decrease 
domestic violence, to increase 
graduation rates for young men to 
improve the health of  children. But we 
need to do our own research through a 
pilot project to ensure the concept will 
work here in Ontario. The government 
committed to do this as part of  our 2016 
budget, and we will provide updates as 
we move along.

The second topic that I addressed 
was on food security.  In November 
2015, Food Banks Canada released their 
HungerCount 2015, its annual report 
on hunger and food bank usage across 

Canada. It presents results from an 
annual study of  more than 4,000 food 
banks and other food programs across 
every province and territory.  The 
report gives us a good national picture 
of  the problem of  food insecurity and 
hunger.

The report does show there has 
been a drop in food bank usage in 
Ontario since 2014, but there is still 
a clear need for support for the most 
vulnerable.  The report identified 
some recommendations to reduce 
poverty and food insecurity.  They 
included implementing the new basic 
income guarantee, enhancing training 
supports and improving access to 
literacy programs.  

Additionally, the Daily Bread Food 
Bank publishes its own annual report 
called Who’s Hungry?  This report 
illustrates another problem seen in 
food security.  It reports that food bank 
usage has shifted and the inner suburbs 
have seen a 45 per cent increase in food 
bank use, while the inner core has seen 
a 16 per cent decrease during that same 
time period.  These two reports show 
how complex food security can be.  

I am looking forward to working 
closely with the federal government in 
creating a national housing program. 
We need to do more at the federal level to 
specifically address poverty. Following 
Ontario’s lead to deliver a child tax 
credit is an excellent step forward for 
the federal government.

I know that there is much more work 
that we must do.  The more we know 
about the problems Ontarians face, the 
more responsive and fiscally responsibe 
we can be with the policies we develop.  
By working together, we are making a 
real difference in people’s lives, not just 
around the province but in the amazing 
riding of  Newmarket-Aurora.

I invite you to contact me on any 
issue. Please call my community office 
at 905-750-0019, or visit my website at 
www.ChrisBallardMPP.ca. My email is: 
cballard.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org.

 I look forward to hearing from you. 	

I was waiting in line at the local 
coffee shop with my friend, and we were 
discussing how hot out it had been lately. 
I noted that when there was no breeze, 
and the sun was baking down the way it 
had, getting into the car felt like climbing 
into a furnace.

“That won’t be a problem for me, 
soon,” he said. “We’re getting parking 
umbrellas along the curbs on our street.”

“What’s a parking umbrella?” I asked, 
with a puzzled expression.

“It’s kind of  like an awning,” he 
described. “They’ll overhang the street 
and shade the parked cars, so that even 
on a sunny day, the interior doesn’t 
overheat.”

“I’ve never heard of  them,” I noted. 
“It sounds like something you’d see in 
Saudi Arabia, not Aurora. Having those 
installed on a public street here seems 
pretty unlikely. Who’s going to pay to put 
those in?”

“Aurora Council.”
I laughed loudly, drawing a few stares 

from the people seated near us. Lowering 
my voice, I countered, “Council’s not 
going to approve something like that!”

“Why not? They approved the speed 
humps on Kennedy and Mavrinac.”

“That’s not the same!”
“Isn’t it? Speed humps are useful 

things, but for those locations,” and at 
this point he started counting off  on 
his fingers, “they’d been turned down 
in previous years, the studies showed 
traffic volumes still didn’t warrant them, 

the experts didn’t recommend them, and 
there was no pre-approved funding.”   

“Yet despite everything being stacked 
against the idea, Council still endorsed 
them. All it took was a petition from 
residents with a few signatures.”

“Whether traffic calming in those 
locations was justified or not is not the 
issue,” he continued. “Council has set the 
precedent on how residents can expect 
to get extremely localized municipal 
projects approved and funded.”  

With a flourish, he fished a piece of  
paper out of  his pocket.  

“I give you … the petition.”
We stepped forward as the line moved 

along. As I looked at the document, he 
explained, “I’ve been thinking about that 
umbrella idea for a while. If  the Town 
allowed street parking in winter, it might 
even work to keep snow off  the cars. I 
never thought I’d have the chance to see 
it implemented until I read The Auroran 
article the other week noting that the 

traffic calming had been approved.”
“I’ve already canvassed my 

neighbours,” he said. “That petition 
you’re holding has 37 signatures on it, 
over 92% of  local residents, who agree 
with the umbrella idea. That’s more than 
Council needed to approve the speed 
humps.”

“But the speed humps were a good 
idea.”

“Who’s to say the umbrellas aren’t 
a good idea? Neither one has studies, 
recommendations nor funding 
supporting it, and the vast majority of  
impacted residents want them, so they 
sound the same to me.”

I hated to admit it, but there was 
twisted logic to what he was saying.

“Yes sir,” he smiled, stepping up to the 
counter. “It’s going to be so comfortable 
getting into the car when those umbrellas 
are in place.”

“You know, now that the Town’s 
done away with that pesky study and 
justification process, once we see how the 
umbrellas look, I may just speak with my 
neighbours about getting behind another 
pet project I have in mind for our street.”

Turning to me with a twinkle in his 
eye, he said, “You hate hand weeding 
dandelions and cutting the grass on the 
Town owned property in front of  your 
house as much as I do.  What do you think 
of  AstroTurf  boulevards?”

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

Summer of Fun 
in Aurora

For the next couple of  months, the 
beautiful summer weather is here and 
ready for us to enjoy! 

Help your kids beat the heat by cooling 
off  in one of  two children’s splash pads 
in Aurora located at Ada Johnson Park 
(Hartwell & Conover Avenue) and Town 
Park (Wells & Mosley Streets). These 
splash pads will stay open pending 
weather conditions.

For closure updates, please visit the 
Town’s website, read the Town’s Notice 
Board, visit our social media feeds or call 
905-727-3123 ext. 3233.

There are several upcoming events 
that we hope will appeal to you and your 
family.

Join us for the upcoming Canada Day 
Celebrations.

On Thursday, June 30, don’t miss 
the Rotary Dance in the Town Park 
starting at 7 p.m. There will be dancing, 
a beer garden and live entertainment! On 
Friday, July 1, join us for the Canada Day 
Parade, activities and fireworks.

The parade has a NEW route this 
year! It will travel south on Yonge Street 
from Mosley Street to Murray Drive. The 
parade begins at 10 a.m. A list of  Canada 
Day activities is posted at www.aurora.
ca/canadaday. As well, stay tuned for fun 
events such as Theatre in the Park and 
Concerts in the Park starting in July. 

Congratulations to Aurora for 
achieving one of  the Top 25 places to 
live in Canada according to MoneySense 
Magazine’s Best Places to Live 2016 
report. Aurora ranked 19th out of  219 
cities in Canada, moving up from 30th 
place in 2015. Aurora also ranked among 
the Top 10 cities for a healthy population 
growth and low crime rate.

The Town was in the Top 25th  
percentile of  all 219 cities for high 
incomes, strong arts and sports 
community and good weather.

As a reminder, please be aware 
that Municipal Property Assessment 
Corporation (MPAC) is updating the 
assessed values of  every property in 
Ontario. All properties will have a 
legislated valuation date of  January 1, 
2016. These values will be used by Aurora 
to calculate your property taxes for the 
2017-2020 property tax years.

To learn more about your assessed 
value visit aboutmyproperty.ca or 
contact MPAC Customer Contact Centre 
at 1-866-296-6722 or 1-877-889-6722.

Keep your lawn trim and clean.
The Property Standards/CleanYards 

By-law is in effect. All residents and 
businesses should be cleaning up debris 
on their property and keeping grass no 
longer than eight inches. Let’s help keep 
Aurora looking beautiful! 

  Water is one of  our most important 
resources. Residents are reminded 
to practice water conservation this 
summer. The Town of  Aurora has water 
use regulations to help ensure there is 
an abundant supply of  water for our 
community. Check out our www.aurora.
ca/bylaws section for more details. 

Do you want to be a Business 
Ambassador for the Town of  Aurora? 
This program solicits key business 
leaders to help promote Aurora as a first 
choice for new businesses and families. 
The program is based on the principle 
that existing, successful businesses can 
attract new business. The deadline to 
apply for this program is Monday, July 4, 
2016. 

Visit www.businessaurora.ca for more 
details.

Have a wonderful start to the summer!

The Aurora Museum  
& Archives is celebrating:

Log Cabin Day 
(Sunday, June 26)

This postcard was sent on March 21,  
1908 from Aurora to England. The log  

cabin belonged to the Hadath family and was  
located on Ridge Road. Built around 1818,  

the cabin was destroyed by fire in 
 October 1855. 

IN GOOD 
COMPANY 

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

Previous Poll Results

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!

NEW AURORAN POLL
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Curb Enthusiasm

Honoured by my cabinet appointment

Do you think the recent events in Orlando  
will spur the United States to get tough on gun control?

Will a left hand turn restriction at  
Yonge and Wellington during peak times  

help the traffic situation?
Yes   No  Unsure
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FAN MAN

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

HAS RE-OPENED

10am - 5pm
WED. THUR. FRI. & SAT.

NEW STOCK
GREAT PRICES

*Some estate furniture 

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
MTO Licenced

& Approved Course Provider

G2 ROAD TEST 
Preparation

&
Senior Driver 

Refresher Training

Hogan’s Inn

HOGAN’S INN • 12998 KEELE ST. KING CITY • THE HUNT PUB

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm; Sun. 11am-8pm • Hunt Pub open until 2am weekends

CATERING AVAILABLE – ASK FOR DETAILS

Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

Hogan’s Inn
Seafood, Pasta & SteakhouseSeafood, Pasta & Steakhouse

RESTAURANT

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

Friday, June 24 DJ Tommy Thompson
Saturday, June 25 Billik

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Seafood, Pasta & SteakhouseSeafood, Pasta & SteakhouseSeafood, Pasta & Steakhouse

Private Rooms 
Available

for communions, 
birthdays,

confi rmations,
baptisms and

wedding showers

15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500
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MIRACLE‑GRO® Potting Mix  
• 60.5L (1000151457)

NOW
$858

WAS $13.98

BURPEE® Herbs and Vegetables 
• 4" pot While quantities last.

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
VIGORO® Geranium • 4.3" pot   

While quantities last.

6‑Pack Wave Petunia   
While quantities last.

Scotts® Turf Builder® Lawn Fertilizer Mega 
• Covers 11,991 sq. ft. (1000174307)

NOW
$3196

WAS $43.98
KINGSFORD® The Original 
Charcoal Briquets  
• 7kg (1000687270)

$1198

Premium Folding Adirondack Chair  
• Red (1000665058) While quantities last.

$158

(1000787134)

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
WEBER® Spirit® E‑310™ GBS 3 Burner Propane 
Gas BBQ • Cast iron griddle included (1000723724)

            See online for more inserts.

$699
EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
EGO® POWER+ 56V 21" Cordless Lawn Mower Kit 
• Folds easily for compact upright storage (1000850647)

$699
RYOBI® 18V 10" Trimmer and 
120mph Blower Combo (1000856129) 

While quantities last.

$119

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
Multi‑Width IsoCore Sawcut Montana 
Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring (1000851281)  

Sold by 19.53 sq. ft. case. While quantities last.

$348

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
Washed Grey Oak Laminate Flooring   
(1000854919) Sold by 17.25 sq. ft. case. 

While quantities last.

$179
Pewter Oak Laminate 
Flooring (1000845747)  

Sold by 17.25 sq. ft. case.  

While quantities last.

$175

Natural Gas (1000722694) $749

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
HAMPTON BAY® Maple Valley 7‑Piece Dining Collection 

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
VIGORO® Mulch • 2 cu. ft./56L 

A. Black (1000854804)

C. Red (1000854805)

; B. Brown (1000854803)

E. Dining Table (1000752288) $109 Umbrella base sold separately.  

D. Grey Chairs (1000848473)

per sq. ft. per sq. ft.

per sq. ft.

each
$27 each 

5 for

$10

2 for
$11

4 for
$10

SPECIAL BUYS ON SELECT FLOORING

More products 
available online 
homedepot.ca

u �Valid Thursday, May 12 to  
Wednesday, May 18, 2016,  
unless otherwise noted.

Visit homedepot.ca/
longweekend to 
shop online exclusives.

STARTS NOW!

12MM 12MM

EGO 56‑VOLT 2.0AH BATTERY
($189 value)
Valid Thursday, May 12 to  
Sunday, May 22, 2016

FREE
‡‡‡ WITH 

PURCHASE

FREE DELIVERY
ON ONLINE PURCHASES

‡‡

of Patio Sets.
Limited time offer.  

‡‡ See page 5 for details.

5 YR
Limited 

Warranty

3 YR
Warranty

‡Receive a free Tan (1000752632) or Black (1000752667) Umbrella when you purchase 1 Maple Valley Dining Set including a 60" x 38" Rectangular Dining Table (1000752288) and 6 Sling Chairs (1000752290, 
1000807368, 1000807369, 1000848473, 1000848472 or 1000848474) with in‑store coupon. Umbrella base sold separately. While quantities last. Selection and price may vary by store. See page 8 for details.1 
‡‡‡Receive a free EGO 56‑Volt 2.0Ah Battery (1000787134) when you purchase select EGO tools (1000787919, 1000787140, 1000787137, 1000787136, 1000806155, 1000850647, 1000856004, 1000850746, 
1000850646) with in‑store coupon. Selection and price may vary by store. See page 8 for details.1

FREE
t

 DELIVERY
on any in‑storet or onlinet 

 In‑Stock Weber® BBQ 
purchase of $499 or more 

(before taxes).t

tSee page 5 for  
more details and selection.

FREE
‡ 

HAMPTON BAY®  
MAPLE VALLEY  
7.5' MARKET UMBRELLA  
($44.98 value)

THIS WEEK ONLY  
Thursday, May 12 to  
Wednesday, May 18, 2016

WITH 
PURCHASE

Get this for

$271

Beige 
(1000752290)

Green 
(1000807368)

Blue 
(1000848472)

Charcoal Grey 
(1000757845)

Red 
(1000807369)

Stripe 
(1000848474)

Blue 
(1000665097)

Brown 
(1000757844)

3 for
$10

Valid until Wednesday, 
June 1, 2016

(1000657860)

}   BONUS 
cover
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EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
VIGORO® Hanging Basket • 12" 

While quantities last.

$1698
WAS $22.98

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
RYOBI® ONE+ 18V Lithium‑Ion Trimmer 
and Drill Combo • Trimmer: 10" swath  

• Drill: 3/8" keyless chuck (1001002212)  
While quantities last.

$129

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
DEWALT® 20V Cordless  
Blower and Trimmer  
Kit (1001004912) While  

quantities last.

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
100' Medium Duty Hose (1000776686)  

While quantities last.

Oversized Canada 
Day Chair (1000695175) 

While quantities last.

$1498

Scotts® Turf Builder® Grass  
Seed Mix Sun & Shade  
• Covers 1,320 sq. ft. (1000107310)

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
RYOBI® 8Amp Jet Fan Blower  
• 135 MPH and 440 CFM (1001006812)  

While quantities last.

MILWAUKEE® M18™ 
Cordless Lithium‑Ion  
1/2" Drill/Driver Kit 
(1000832713) While quantities last.

$129

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
HAMPTON BAY® Bartleman 5‑Piece 
Chat Set • Deep seating motion chairs 

(1000811710) While quantities last.

$498

$2998

NOW
$1098

WAS $13.98

$6997

BROIL‑MATE® 3‑Burner Propane 
Gas BBQ with Rotisserie Kit 
(1001004931) While quantities last.

$389

4‑Pack Propane Camping 
Gas Cylinders • (4) 16.4 oz 

(1000739380) While quantities last.

$1497

LATEX‑ITE® Runway Formula™ 
Driveway Sealer • 17.9L   

• Covers 450 sq. ft. (1000712431)

NOW
$2378

WAS $25.16

SAVE $6

$299

Assorted Perennial, 
Asiatic Lily • 2gal.  

While quantities last.

each
$998

WAS $12.98

SAVE $3

EXCLUSIVE to  
The Home Depot
VIGORO® Garden Soil • 28L (1000684876)

NOW
$192

WAS $2.98

ONE WEEK 
ONLY
Thursday, June 23 
to Wednesday, 
June 29, 2016

on any single-receipt, in-store purchase of $299 or more (including taxes) when you 
use your Home Depot® Consumer Credit Card† from Thursday, June 23 to Wednesday, 
June 29, 2016. Payments required. No annual fees. Maximum discount on the 10% off offer 
is $300 (before taxes). Certain restrictions and exclusions apply to the 10% off offer and 
important terms and conditions apply to both offers. See page 7 for details.

10%
OFF

# 

NO INTEREST
IF PAID IN 
FULL WITHIN 
18 MONTHS*

OR

u �Valid Thursday, June 23 to  
Wednesday, June 29, 2016,  
unless otherwise noted.

MILWAUKEE® M18™  
REDLITHIUM™ 2.0 COMPACT 
BATTERY PACK ($99 value)
Valid until Wednesday, August 31, 2016

FREE
‡‡ WITH 

PURCHASE

‡‡Receive a free MILWAUKEE® M18™ REDLITHIUM™ 2.0 Compact Battery Pack (1000657860) when you purchase a MILWAUKEE® M18™ Cordless Lithium‑Ion 1/2" Drill/Driver Kit (1000832713) with in‑store coupon. Selection and 
price may vary by store. See page 7 for details.1

2 WEEKS ONLY

Thursday, June 23 to Wednesday, July 6, 2016

by mail‑in or online rebate when you purchase

Select BEHR ,® CIL® or Ralph Lauren Interior or  

Exterior Paint or Primer or Exterior Wood Stain

BUY 1 PAIL (18.9L)  

AND RECEIVE

$40
‡

BUY 1 CAN (3.78L)  

AND RECEIVE

$10
‡

OR

LET’S save
 ON PAINT t

his long w
eekend.

3 YR
Warranty

3 YR
Warranty

3 YR
Warranty

HURRY IN! WHILE QUANTITIES LAST!

‡Off our regular prices. Submit your rebate online at homedepot.ca/rebates or pick up in‑store and mail in. Rebates will be in the form of a cheque sent via mail. 
Offer valid on select 3.78L cans or 18.9L pails of select BEHR®, CIL® or Ralph Lauren Interior or Exterior Paint or Primer or Exterior Wood Stain. Selection and price 
may vary by store. See page 7 for details.1

More CANADA DAY savings available online at homedepot.ca/canadaday 
Free shipping on online event items.
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EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
VIGORO® Hanging Basket • 12" 

While quantities last.

$1698
WAS $22.98

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
RYOBI® ONE+ 18V Lithium‑Ion Trimmer 
and Drill Combo • Trimmer: 10" swath  

• Drill: 3/8" keyless chuck (1001002212)  
While quantities last.

$129

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
DEWALT® 20V Cordless  
Blower and Trimmer  
Kit (1001004912) While  

quantities last.

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
100' Medium Duty Hose (1000776686)  

While quantities last.

Oversized Canada 
Day Chair (1000695175) 

While quantities last.

$1498

Scotts® Turf Builder® Grass  
Seed Mix Sun & Shade  
• Covers 1,320 sq. ft. (1000107310)

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
RYOBI® 8Amp Jet Fan Blower  
• 135 MPH and 440 CFM (1001006812)  

While quantities last.

MILWAUKEE® M18™ 
Cordless Lithium‑Ion  
1/2" Drill/Driver Kit 
(1000832713) While quantities last.

$129

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
HAMPTON BAY® Bartleman 5‑Piece 
Chat Set • Deep seating motion chairs 

(1000811710) While quantities last.

$498

$2998

NOW
$1098

WAS $13.98

$6997

BROIL‑MATE® 3‑Burner Propane 
Gas BBQ with Rotisserie Kit 
(1001004931) While quantities last.

$389

4‑Pack Propane Camping 
Gas Cylinders • (4) 16.4 oz 

(1000739380) While quantities last.

$1497

LATEX‑ITE® Runway Formula™ 
Driveway Sealer • 17.9L   

• Covers 450 sq. ft. (1000712431)

NOW
$2378

WAS $25.16

SAVE $6

$299

Assorted Perennial, 
Asiatic Lily • 2gal.  

While quantities last.

each
$998

WAS $12.98

SAVE $3

EXCLUSIVE to  
The Home Depot
VIGORO® Garden Soil • 28L (1000684876)

NOW
$192

WAS $2.98

ONE WEEK 
ONLY
Thursday, June 23 
to Wednesday, 
June 29, 2016

on any single-receipt, in-store purchase of $299 or more (including taxes) when you 
use your Home Depot® Consumer Credit Card† from Thursday, June 23 to Wednesday, 
June 29, 2016. Payments required. No annual fees. Maximum discount on the 10% off offer 
is $300 (before taxes). Certain restrictions and exclusions apply to the 10% off offer and 
important terms and conditions apply to both offers. See page 7 for details.

10%
OFF

# 

NO INTEREST
IF PAID IN 
FULL WITHIN 
18 MONTHS*

OR

u �Valid Thursday, June 23 to  
Wednesday, June 29, 2016,  
unless otherwise noted.

MILWAUKEE® M18™  
REDLITHIUM™ 2.0 COMPACT 
BATTERY PACK ($99 value)
Valid until Wednesday, August 31, 2016

FREE
‡‡ WITH 

PURCHASE

‡‡Receive a free MILWAUKEE® M18™ REDLITHIUM™ 2.0 Compact Battery Pack (1000657860) when you purchase a MILWAUKEE® M18™ Cordless Lithium‑Ion 1/2" Drill/Driver Kit (1000832713) with in‑store coupon. Selection and 
price may vary by store. See page 7 for details.1

2 WEEKS ONLY

Thursday, June 23 to Wednesday, July 6, 2016

by mail‑in or online rebate when you purchase

Select BEHR ,® CIL® or Ralph Lauren Interior or  

Exterior Paint or Primer or Exterior Wood Stain

BUY 1 PAIL (18.9L)  

AND RECEIVE

$40
‡

BUY 1 CAN (3.78L)  

AND RECEIVE

$10
‡

OR

LET’S save
 ON PAINT t

his long w
eekend.

3 YR
Warranty

3 YR
Warranty

3 YR
Warranty

HURRY IN! WHILE QUANTITIES LAST!

‡Off our regular prices. Submit your rebate online at homedepot.ca/rebates or pick up in‑store and mail in. Rebates will be in the form of a cheque sent via mail. 
Offer valid on select 3.78L cans or 18.9L pails of select BEHR®, CIL® or Ralph Lauren Interior or Exterior Paint or Primer or Exterior Wood Stain. Selection and price 
may vary by store. See page 7 for details.1

More CANADA DAY savings available online at homedepot.ca/canadaday 
Free shipping on online event items.

a

**

Ridgewood Farm
recently refreshed 

and ready for 
new horses!!

• Located in the   
   heart of King 

   City. 
• Gorgeous 

   boarding facility 
• Supreme care. 
   Family owned 
   and operated. 

BOARDING
Special:  

Ridgewood Farm
Call or email for details www.ridgewoodfarm.ca 

Fantastic Training board 
packages available!

Ridgewood 
Farm

Basic board 
Regular $750 per 

month, 
New customer 

special
           $600

for fi rst 3 months. 
(Must pay fi rst and last)

Townhouse complex approved amid concerns for downtown retail
By Brock Weir

A development of  126 stacked back-
to-back townhouses spread between six 

four-storey blocks has been approved 
for Aurora’s Downtown Core, despite 
some worries of  the impacts it might 
have on local traffic and retail. 

The development is slated for land 
on the northwest corner of  Yonge and 
Wellington, just north of  Dollarama, 
which was formerly the site of  a 
grocery store, and directly across the 
street of  a large condominium complex 
which is inching towards completion. 

Residents came forward at last week’s 
Council meeting to offer their worries 
on the impact this development might 
have on area traffic but while Council 
received traffic studies saying it should 
not have a negative hit on the already 
busy corridor, lawmakers’ attention 
turned to how it might help or hinder 
getting people into the Downtown Core.

The original proposal for this site 
called for a mixed use condo complex 
which would have incorporated retail 
and commercial uses on the bottom 
floor with condos and apartments 
on the storeys above. The final plan, 
however, is significantly different with 
no retail and the units divided into 
multiple blocks.

Requiring retail at ground level is 
a key plank in the Town’s Promenade 
Plan, which covers swaths of  Yonge 
Street and Wellington Street, and 
this deviation raised the eyebrows of  
Councillor Wendy Gaertner.

“I understand the developer has 
concerns that providing commercial 
and retail at grade won’t be viable, but 
that is the old reality,” she contended. 
“Right now we have condos at Centre 
and Yonge, we have a large townhouse 
development going in on Tyler and, 
of  course, whatever goes onto this 
property. I think it is the job of  the 
developer [to build] what they think 
is best for their company and easiest 
to sell. I think it is our job to follow 
our planning policies and promote the 
communities we want.”

While other Councillors said they 
too supported the vision of  the Aurora 
Promenade, this situation provides a 
number of  challenges, including the 
current commercial vacancies already 
found along the Yonge Street corridor.

“While I respect Councillor 
Gaertner’s perspective…I am 
concerned because we see so many 
[retail spaces] in existing buildings 
that are not doing well, not thriving 
and empty, and it concerns me,” said 
Councillor Sandra Humfryes. “I am 
now seeing evidence in our community 
of  failed commercial first level units 
and I don’t want to see any more of  
that.”

This was a view shared by many 
around the table, including Councillor 
Paul Pirri, who said the Promenade 
Plan doesn’t mean every single 
property proposed for the area has to 
have “something for people to do. It is 
okay to have some properties where 
people just live.”

“We would have loved to have 
seen some commercial uses on the 
property but over the three previous 
meetings it was demonstrated through 
facts that if  you want to build a 
sustainable downtown, you have to 
bring more people into the Downtown 
Core. Councillor Humfryes is 100 per 
cent correct: there are a lot of  these 
businesses that are suffering right now 
because there is nobody [patronizing] 
those facilities, so the more people 
you bring into the community, I think 
the better the opportunity we have to 
really foster the business community 
in Town.”

Added Councillor Michael 
Thompson: “I am more concerned 
about getting people to open those 
store fronts on Yonge Street that are 
currently empty than adding more to 
the inventory, so to speak. The only way 
we are going to fill those shops is to get 
more people into the Downtown. We 
have other initiatives we are looking at, 
but at the heart of  it, it is about having 
more people in the area to support 
those shops.”

In the end, the proposal was approved 
8 – 1, with only Councillor Gaertner 
voting against the plan.

“We have to be mindful of  the 
businesses in the area,” concluded 
Mayor Geoff  Dawe. “We don’t want to 
be responsible for cannibalizing some 
of  those businesses. I think we need 
to achieve a bit of  balance there. We 
have to look at getting people down- 
town first.”

POLICE SEEK ASSISTANCE AFTER HOME INVASION 
York Regional Police (YRP) are seeking the public’s assistance into a home invasion in Aurora in the early hours 

of  Saturday morning. At around 1.50 a.m., Police responded to an unknown trouble call at Yonge and Wellington. 
According to YRP Sgt. Kelly Bachoo, details are scant at the moment. “It looks like four persons forced their way 
to a home, three males and one female,” she said. “There was some jewellery stolen. They ended up leaving the 
house, the homeowner was there, spoke with police and the investigation is ongoing.” While she couldn’t confirm 
whether this was a random or targeted incident, she said at this point “there is no further potential risk.” The 
first male suspect is described as black with a large build. The second, also a black man, is described as having a 
lighter complexion, while the third is described as having a darker complexion. There is no indication on heights 
or ages. This is the case with the fourth suspect, a woman, who is described as black with a darker complexion. 
Anyone with information is asked to contact York Regional Police’s #1 District at 1-866-876-5423 x7100, or call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS.

THEATRE IN THE PARK
The Humber River Shakespeare Company is returning to Aurora next month with A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream. Part of  the annual Theatre in the Park series, performances will take place on Friday, July 15, Saturday, 
July 16, and Sunday, July 17. All performances start at 7 p.m., while Saturday’s performance will feature a pre-
show workshop beginning at 6.15 p.m. led by cast member and teaching artist Paula Schultz. The event is open to 
the public on a pay-as-you-can basis, with a suggested donation of  $20 to support the company. 
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Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario
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• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 
• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

Did you know, when no 
longer needed, fluorescent 
light bulbs are household 
hazardous waste?

Household hazardous waste does not belong in 
the garbage, in your blue box or down the drain. 
It should be brought to a depot location where it 
will be disposed of properly.

For more information about e-waste and depot 
locations visit York.ca/hhw or call 1-866-665-6752

Healthy Kids Challenge plants summer seeds at St. Joseph

By Brock Weir

Students are now in the home stretch 
before packing up their books for a 
well-earned summer vacation but, as 
the school year winds to a close, local 
leaders are hoping they’ve put down the 
solid foundation of  a healthy and active 
summer.

Aurora’s Healthy Kids Community 
Challenge was at St. Joseph Catholic 
Elementary School on Friday for a day 
of  fun and games, along with healthy 
activities and lessons on healthy eating.

Formed into teams, groups divided 
by the colours of  their shirts – usually 
coinciding with the colour of  a healthy 
fruit or vegetable – fanned out across 
the school, and into surrounding green 
spaces, for a packed schedule of  nature 
exploration, yoga, Zumba, and even a 
sample or two of  Kambucha. 

“It’s year end and we’re getting them 
to have physical activity in mind going 
into the summer,” said Gemma Goldstein, 
Program Coordinator for the Healthy Kids 
Community Challenge, providing Mayor 
Geoff  Dawe and The Auroran a tour of  
the ongoing activities. “In each group’s 
schedule there are different aspects of  
physical activities. We’re going to be doing 
things in Town throughout the summer, 
but we want to keep it in their minds. 

“When the school puts so much energy 

into it, you know you’ve got a winner and 
so far so good!”

Through Friday’s sticky heat, students 
braved the sun for outdoor Zumba lessons, 
obstacle courses facilitated by Sport 
Aurora, volleyball games, and nature 
hikes courtesy of  Forests Ontario.

Inside, things were a bit more laid back 
with quiet yoga, speed stacking, and the 
sampling of  healthy go-to staples.

The gym, however, was a different story, 
where Coach Steve took on a barrage of  
plastic balls pelted at him by the students. 
It was a good warm-up, he said, for what’s 
in store.

“I teach kids of  all ages different 
sports skills without having to worry 
about game play, without having to 
worry about winning or losing, and it is 
all about having fun while learning,” he 
said. “There is no pressure, which is very 
important, because the kids are young 
and they get very upset if  they don’t score 
or if  the team doesn’t win.

“The main idea is to have kids use their 
sports skills as a way to learn life skills. 
One of  the main things is a lot of  kids 
don’t understand failure. A lot of  kids are 
so scared of  failure they won’t even try 
but my program is about teaching kids 
it’s okay to fail. And it’s not just okay to 
fail, you have to fail before you succeed at 
something.”

Friday’s fun was one of  the final 

capstones to Principal Christine de Haas’ 
time at St. Joseph as she prepares to take 
leave for a new posting in Newmarket. 
Working with Gemma, the Town, Sport 
Aurora, the Aurora Sports Hall of  
Fame, and the Healthy Kids Community 
Challenge, has been a pleasure and the 

kids have learned a lot, she said.
“It is just amazing; the kids are learning 

so much about physical literacy and 
healthy eating and I am just so grateful 
for this opportunity,” she said. “It is such 
a wonderful community for the kids to be 
educated.”

Hopefully if  we all work together, we can 
help people living with cancer one day find 
a cure.”

Although Georgia might have winced 
a time or two when the stylists went in 
for a close shave, she knew it was all for 
a good cause.

“Any girl can cut their hair, which 
I normally do during the year, so why 
not take it up a notch and shave it,” she 
said, adding there were two things going 
through her mind when the buzzes got 
closer: what will her hair feel like and 
what will she look like? 

The consensus was clear: she was 
rocking the new look, but the feel, she 
said, will take some getting used to.

“I don’t actually care about my hair that 
much; I did it because it sounded like a  
good cause, I have never done this before, 
and it is one more thing to check off  my 
to-do list.”

As she checked one item off  her Grade 
6 Bucket List, she was cheered on by her 
mother, Deanna Rose, and grandmother 
Carol. 

“Knowing her, she always wants to do 
something a bit different and challenge 
herself,” said Deanna. “She had seen 
Jakob do it over the years and just 
thought, ‘I want to do it and if  I am going 
to do it I want to do the same as Jakob 
and get out there.’ She asked her family 
for support and everyone was right  
behind her.”

St. Joseph CES students prepare to take aim at Coach Steve as part of the latest Healthy Kids  
Community Challenge held at the school on Friday.                                            Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Haircuts all for a good cause
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905-727-3210
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• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Turn This

Into This

Never Have 
a Clogged Eavestrough

 Again....Guaranteed!

By        u    D p

SUMMER SPECIAL
FREE BROIL KING BBQ WITH 
PURCHASE OF LEAFGUARD
(or cash discount. BBQ MSRP $799)

New sales only. Not available with other offers. Some conditions apply. 
Offer expires September 15, 2016. Financing available.

CALL TODAY 
FOR A FREE 
IN-HOME ESTIMATE:

1 (844) 468-0501

Protect your home with 
LeafGuard brand eavestroughs

- Lifetime Clog-Free Warranty
- No need to climb ladders any
 more 
- Keeps rainwater running freely
and safely away from your home
- Eliminate threat of leaks and
 water damage
- Prevent growth of mould and 
rotting wood

FAMILY LAW 
LAWYER

16610 Bayview Avenue, Suite 211, Newmarket 
PH: 905-953-0023   FX: 905-953-0093  

e-mail: patrick@pmglaw.ca

•  1/2 hour free consultation 
•  Accepts Legal Aid 

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to resolve  
parenting, support, and property issues  
arising from separating families. A practitioner  
of Collaborative Family Law – a client controlled, 
lawyer assisted, out-of-court-process focusing 
on achieving mutually acceptable solutions.

Patrick M. Gaffney

THE AURORAN   ARTS & CULTURE

Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

route, which normally begins at Orchard 
Heights Boulevard in the north, making 
its way south on Yonge Street to Murray, 
came on the heels of  a few cases of  heat 
exhaustion last year.

“There were many who participated 
in the parade who suffered from heat 
exhaustion [and had concerns that] the 
parade route was too long and they asked 

Vikings, Pioneer Days, Passports and “CCR” help ring in Canada’s Birthday
By Brock Weir

Take a trip around Canada without 
leaving Aurora, catch up with Vikings, 
and chill out before fireworks to a tribute 
to Credence Clearwater Revival as 
Lambert Willson Park becomes Birthday 

Party Central this Canada Day.
The Town of  Aurora’s day-long 

festivities get underway at the park, 
which is located on Industrial Parkway 
North behind the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex, with the traditional 
re-affirmation of  Canadian citizenship 
ceremony, a pancake breakfast served 
up by the Optimist Club of  Aurora, and 
the official cutting of  Canada’s birthday 
cake led by Mayor Geoff  Dawe and Mary 
Georgopoulos, Aurora’s Citizen of  the 
Year.

Live entertainment is the order of  
the day with performances from the 
Aurora Community Band setting the 
tone, followed throughout July 1 by The 
Mudmen, The Glenn Marais Band, the 
final round and crowning the 2016 Aurora 
Teen Idol, and Green River Revival, a 
tribute to CCR.

“Last year was the first year we had 
the Aurora Community Band and it was 
fabulous,” says Shelley Ware, Special 
Events Coordinator for the Town of  

Aurora. “The Mudmen is definitely going 
to give us our share of  pipes and Celtic 
music, and we are very fortunate to have 
been able to secure them because they are 
actually due in Kincardine and once they 
get off  our stage they are immediately 
going there.

“We are really pleased to have the 
Glenn Marais Band participating. This 
year we have moved Aurora Teen Idol to 
6 p.m., which is always a huge highlight 
for me. Immediately following the Aurora 
Teen Idol is Green River Revival.”

While the live music will go a long way 
to provide the party atmosphere, Ms. Ware 
is particularly excited about the activities 
planned to help young Aurorans – and the 
young at heart – get back in touch with 
their roots and the history and culture of  
Canada. 

“The item I am always most passionate 
about is the Canada Day Passport because 
it is such a unique concept,” says Ms. 
Ware of  the stations that will be set up to 
allow party-goers to experience a unique 

facet of  each province and territory. 
“They actually travel across Canada and 
do interactive activities related to that 
particular location. They get to learn 
something while they get to play.

“I am also really excited this year that 
we have Black Creek Pioneer village doing 
an interactive activity for the Province of  
Ontario, which is re-enacting children’s 
pioneer chores, and we also have a Viking 
organization coming in and setting up a 
display, educating people on the Viking 
settlement of  Newfoundland. At Canada 
Day, we are able to bring in unique cultural 
experiences I am hoping the attendees 
wouldn’t typically be exposed to.”

Additional activities include an 
Antique and Classic Car Show presented 
by the Aurora Classic and Custom Car 
Club, a Kids Workshop presented by Home 
Depot, a horseshoe tournament (on-site 
registration required), and a community 
zone where community groups can 
promote themselves while providing 
some interactive games for kids.

that it be shorted or if  somehow they 
could enter into the parade at a different 
time,” he said.

“We were concerned that the parade 
route was too long. It doesn’t cause a 
problem with the Santa Claus Parade, 
but it certainly does on a hot July day. 
We had three instances last year where 
we had to have people drop out of  the 
parade in order to recover from heat 
exhaustion.”

Some of  the concerns, he added, 
stemmed from the Colour Guard at the 
Royal Canadian Legion, but Shelley 
Ware, the Town’s Special Events 
Coordinator, noted that marching bands 
expressed similar views. 

“We have had some accessibility 
queries in the past,” she said. “The 
parade was one of  the longest parades 
in York Region, sitting at 2.4 km and 
there were some marching bands, and 
given the heat and temperature on July 
1, that made 2.4 km a challenge. It was a 
struggle trying to get bands to commit 
to Aurora and part of  it was the length 
of  parade. As we went through the 
research and looking at [including] some 
marching bands halfway, the parade 
wouldn’t see half  of  them. After the 
whole exploratory process, it made sense 
to go with the shorter route.”

The challenge, she added, has 
produced a silver lining. Once the new 
route was devised, party planners signed 
on “a number of  new marching bands” 
to participate this year including the 
Barrie Pipes and Drums, the Uxbridge 
Pipes and Drums, and other bands who 
“weren’t able to commit” beforehand. 

A new feature this year will be a 
float dedicated to the recent winners 

of  Aurora’s Community Recognition 
Awards, which Ms. Ware says was 
suggested by Councillor Sandra 
Humfryes following May’s awards 
ceremony. 

“I actually think the streets will 
be fuller [in the shortened route] so 
the energy the spectators feel [will be 
heightened],” said Ms. Ware. “I think it 
is going to be a win-win for all the parties 
involved. It is definitely something new 
for everyone to adjust to, but I am getting 
really optimistic there will be even 
more benefits than we realise at this 
point, which originally stemmed from 
addressing an accessibility concern.”

General concerns over the change in 
plan were tackled at Council last week 
with Councillor Michael Thompson 
raising alarm bells on behalf  of  residents 
who came to him with complaints.

“In fact, a lot of  them are actually 
upset that the route is being shortened, 
especially that it is not north of  
Wellington Street where a lot of  
people have homes,” said Councillor 
Thompson. “There seems to be some 
misunderstanding of  the rationale 
behind it, even comments on why this 
wasn’t better communicated. 

“Somehow we have to get that 
information out. I am surprise we didn’t 
try to communicate that during the 
street festival because the feedback I get 
is people are still surprised.”

Aurora’s Canada Day Parade 
makes its way down Yonge Street from 
Wellington to Murray beginning at 10 
a.m. Following the parade, a full day 
of  Canada Day Festivities kick off  at 
Lambert Willson Park runs through the 
spectacular fireworks display at Dusk. 

Canada Day parade shortened due to “accessibility” complaints
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New Sports Hall of Fame will transform the SARC – but at a cost
By Brock Weir

With four new members in the class 
of  2016, the Aurora Sport Hall of  Fame is 
on the move to bigger digs and, if  all goes 
according to plan, it will dramatically 
transform what you see when you walk 
into the Stronach Aurora Recreation 
Complex.

The Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame 
(ASHOF) is marching ahead with plans 
to move out of  their current home on the 
third floor of  Aurora Town Hall to the 
Complex (SARC), but their plans come 
with a price tag of  over $77,000.

Councillors this week will consider 
a potential grant of  $58,850 to the 
Aurora Sport Hall of  Fame for their 
complete plans. The entire budget for 
the relocation is set at $77,050. According 
to a report before this week’s General 
Committee meeting, the ASHOF has 
already identified a contribution from 
themselves of  $18,200 and are requesting 
the balance from the Town of  Aurora.

Four options are presented to Council 
including full funding of  the request to 
come from the Town’s Facilities Repair 
and Replacement Reserve Funds, funding 
from the balance in Aurora’s Sports Plan 
Reserve Fund to a tune of  nearly $44,000 
with the balance coming from Repair and 
Replacement, deferring the item to the 
2017 Budget Process, or coming up with 
another number altogether.

The largest chunk of  the proposed 
budget is $20,000 for designs, followed by 
$12,000 for new display cases. Further 
cost items include a new inductee wall, 
interactive exhibitions, signage, and staff  
and administration costs. 

“The Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame has 
had a very positive impact on elevating 
the profile and significance of  sports in 
the community,” said Al Downey, Aurora’s 
Director of  Parks and Recreation, in the 
report. “The proposed improvements 
identified by the ASHOF Committee 
further increase the profile of  the Hall 
and have lasting benefits to the legacy of  
sport and the individuals who have been 
recognized for their contributions.”

This week’s report comes on the heels 
of  a presentation made to Council earlier 
this month by members of  ASHOF on 

just what could be in store for the SARC 
and what the goals with the move they 
hope to accomplish by October 1. While 
Council members said they were pleased 
with the vision, they requested the hard 
numbers before discussing further – and 
here they are.

 “Working together with a local design 
firm, we have created a vision for what 
might be possible in this space,” said 
Michelle Johnson, the new curator for 
the ASHOF, fresh off  her co-curation 
of  the current exhibit at the Aurora 
Museum and Archives shining a light 
on the Town’s Cultural Precinct. “We 
would like the presence of  the Hall to be 
apparent the moment you walk into the 
Complex. Visitors’ eyes are drawn down 
the hallway to the western end where a 
hanging sign will indicate the presence 
of  the hall.”

Additionally, motion-activated 
projections, digital displays and other 
interactive components will keep the 
attention of  visitors and, it is hoped, 
engage youth. 

Interactive walls will be a teaser of  
what will be in store just beyond them 
and that is the more formal part of  the 
Hall of  Fame. 

Existing display cases at the SARC 
will be refurbished to house a mixture 
of  historical elements from the Aurora 
Museum and Archives, as well as 
artefacts on loan from inducted members 
of  the Hall of  Fame. 

“I am proud and excited to be working 
on this important step in celebrating 
Aurora’s sport history,” said Ms. Johnson.

Ms. Johnson was joined at the podium 
by Nancy Black, Executive Director of  the 
ASHOF, who said they seek input from 
Council members on their vision. The 
SARC, she said, is an ideal location for 
the Hall from a sports tourism standpoint 
because it is the first municipal and 
recreational facility in Aurora people 
encounter after coming off  the 404.

“As a multiuse facility, the SARC 
hosts people from various locations and 
sporting backgrounds,” said Ms. Black. 
“We want the Hall of  Fame and, thusly, 
the SARC, to celebrate Aurora’s sports 
heritage, inspire locals and visitors, and 
ensure that this new location becomes a 

popular sport tourism destination.
“The goal of  our grand reopening is 

to create a space that inspires people 
to engage with sport and celebrate 
Aurora’s sport heritage. This new home 
has the potential to become a significant 
Regional sport tourism destination. It is 
very important that the final product be 
something that the whole Town can take 
pride in.”

 “This has been a pretty underutilized 
space and perhaps a wasted space,” said 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner. “I think you 
have done a fantastic job reconfiguring it 
and bringing people back.”

Added Councillor Michael Thompson: 
“I certainly like the concept. We always 
talk about a bit of  a wow factor and I can 
see the residents really being amazed by 
what you presented.”

GRAND OPENING – On Saturday morning, Councillor John Abel, centre, was at Olly, the new  
children’s shoe store located in the Longo’s Plaza on Wellington at Bayview, to welcome the new  
business to the community and formally cut the grand opening ribbon. From left: Caitlyn, Marilyn, 
Jim, Christine, Councillor Abel, Jie, Derek, the Olly bear and Harrison.   Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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SPECIAL OFFER
at Aurora Home Hardware

45% OFF
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chrome only. 
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chrome only. 

UP 
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“RONO” series, 
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Please shop early for best selection
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supports local sports.
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Senior Jays win two of three 
over weekend

By Jake Courtepatte

The Aurora Jays bounced back from 
two-straight losses with a pair of  wins 
Sunday in North Dufferin Baseball 
League action.

In Creemore to take on the Braves in 
an afternoon doubleheader, the AA squad 
spread 19 hits over the two games to sweep 
the miniseries.

Game One, rescheduled from a rain-
out in May, saw the Braves take an early 
lead in the bottom of  the first inning 
when just the third batter in the lineup, 
Ethan Henry, brought in Jeff  Akitt from 
first with a double. 

Aurora answered with three runs of  
their own in the top of  the second, with 
Brad Crosby, Ted Beadle, and Chris 
Rettie crossing the plate in order, yet the 
Creemore bats were consistent in taking 
a 6 – 3 lead after four innings.

Zach Wiseman came in in relief  of  
Jays’ starting pitcher Nathan Robinson 
in the fifth, shutting down the Creemore 
offense into the seventh and final inning. 
And, as is often the case for the Aurora 
offense, the lineup rallied in the top 
half  with five-straight runs, taking an  

8 – 6 lead.
Rettie came in as the closer on the 

mound for the last half  inning, allowing 
just one baserunner and earning the save.

Ted Beadle was the first star of  the 
Jays’ 5 – 4 win in Game Two, jumping out 
to a quick lead they never relinquished.

The first two innings were all the Jays 
needed, scoring twice in the first and 
three times in the second. Beadle brought 
in all five runs, knocking a two-run jack 
and a three-run jack into the bleachers.

Creemore scored four times in the 
third inning to draw to within one, but 
were met by a solid performance from 
Crosby on the mound in the final three 
innings of  perfect ball. Ian Milne earned 
the win after throwing the first three 
innings.

Beadle’s outing was the first multi-
homerun game of  the season for any 
player in the NDBL, and immediately 
tied him with Ian Rettie for the team lead 
in homeruns.

The wins followed a heartbreaker one 
day prior for veteran starting pitcher 
Andrew Bukovec, who threw the game 
of  his life in a 3 – 2 road loss to the Ivy 
Leafs. Although going the distance and 
giving up just one hit, seven walks and 
unusually quiet bats for the offense 
earned Bukovec the loss.

The Jays are back on the field Thursday 
in Midland to take on the Indians (11-4-0), 
who sit fourth in league standings. The 
8-4-0 Jays are one spot back in fifth place.

A mini road trip closes out the week 
on Sunday with an early afternoon 
game against the Creemore Barons (5-
8-0) followed by a road game with the 
Mansfield Cubs (1-11-0) later the same day.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.ndbl.ca.

By Jake Courtepatte

Not much has changed in the Aurora 
Barbarians women’s rugby program 
from the 2015 season to the present: in 
terms of  success, at least.

After hoisting the Ontario Women’s 
League Cup in 2015 for the second time 
in four years, the Barbs are off  to a 5-1-0 
record this season to lead the six-team 
table.

Far and away the best offensive team 
in the province’s top league, outscoring 
their opponents by an average of  36 
points, an onlooker may think the Barbs 
have carved out their niche with a group 
of  the same experienced players year 
after year. Not so, according to women’s 
director Gill Hall, who said the team is 
“in a constant state of  flux.”

“Many players are in their early 20s 
and at that time in your life there are 
a lot of  moving parts,” said Hall. “We 
tend to have a core group of  girls that 
are leaders and continue to push the 
team in the same direction that has 
found us some success in the last few 
years. This season we do have many 
new players that have complimented 
the existing group of  players.  

“They bring a lot of  talent and are 
eager to learn.”

Providing those lessons are two 
of  the province’s top rugby coaches. 
Head coach Kevin Jones has coached 
eight club teams in his three decades 
of  experience, including stints with 
the Ontario and national squads at 
different age levels. Club coach Paul 
Loader has been with the Barbs since 
2009, coaching the women to their first 
OWL championship in 2012. 

“These two bring a wealth of  
knowledge to the team and have helped 
keep us focused,” said Gill. “Our team 
has always had a philosophy that if  we 
perform well the wins will come.”

All in all, nine players have donned 
the Barbs blue for the first time 
with the women this season. With a 
penchant for success, the program was 
able to recruit a solid class of  rookies 
to maintain their position as one of  the 
top club teams in the province.

“I think the addition of  some players 

who have played at high levels and for 
others have been a huge positive,” said 
Gill. “Teams can stagnate without an 
injection of  something new every now 
and again, so it is always welcome to 
have players who look at the game a 
little differently. 

“That being said, I think we still 
have to work on playing together as a 
cohesive unit.   We have seen moments 
of  brilliance and had some really well 
played games but we need to come 
together in the second half  of  the 
season.” 

With the second half  underway and 
only four games remaining, the most 
tasking challenge of  the season came 
last week against the Guelph Redcoats, 
who evened their season record with 
a 51 – 33 win over the Barbs. The two 
teams will meet again this Saturday at 
Fletcher’s Fields in Markham.

“We know what kind of  team they 
are now and what we need to work 
on,” said Hall. “We were out worked 
at the breakdowns and did not make 
important tackles. Guelph is a team 
with a lot of  size and a lot of  experience 
so we will have to work on retaining 
our ball in contact as well as stopping 
them going forward with the ball. I may 
be biased but I think we are the better 
team.” 

Their first loss behind them, 
Aurora can now focus on what is most 
important: a championship.

“We had a perfect record coming 
into this weekend but as far as I am 
concerned the OWL Cup final in August 
is the only win that ultimately matters.”

To learn more about the program, 
visit www.aurorabarbarians.com.

SPORTS
Barbarians bring experience and 
skill to Ontario Women’s rugby

The Aurora Barbarians Women’s 1st team are in 
first place in the Ontario Women’s League through 
Week 6.             Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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Polo for Heart brings fashion and 
equestrian to York Region

By Jake Courtepatte

The Gormley Polo Club in Richmond 
Hill was the site for polo enthusiasts 
from across North America over the 
weekend to get a taste of  the rich 
equestrian culture of  York Region.

The event, Polo for Heart, has been 
raising money for heart and stroke-
related charities for over 35 years. The 
weekend-long fundraiser was much 
more than a polo match, providing a 
silent auction, live bands, car show, 
dancing, and even a best hat contest.

Adding to the affair was a 
demonstration from the award-winning 
Canadian Cowgirl Drill Team, as well as 
the Descenders, a skydiving team from 
Toronto who parachuted onto the pitch. 

Although known as the “sport of  
kings,” to many the social aspect and 
money raised were more than enough 
cause to stay the weekend.

“It’s so nice to just spend the day 
outside with your friends and family,” 
said Katie Black, whose parents own 
a horse farm in Markham. “Seeing 
everybody dressed up, and you can 

bring your own picnic and just hang 
out, and see all the beautiful horses.”

Since its inception the event has 
raised over $5 million, with this year’s 
funds once again allocated to the Heart 
and Stroke Foundation and cardiac 
research at Southlake Regional Health 
Centre.

“The Heart and Stroke Foundation 
is dedicated to helping Canadians live 
heart-healthy lives, and our volunteers 
and donors are key to accomplishing 
that,” said Tom McAllister, CEO, Heart 
and Stroke Foundation, Ontario.

The funds generated will partly be 
used for an MRI to select patients in need 
of  heart surgery, and for the expansion 
of  Southlake’s Heart Rhythm program, 
one of  the busiest in the country but 
severely under facilitated.

“Through such initiatives we hope 
to discover new ways of  treating heart 
disease and stroke and help create more 
survivors,” said McAllister.

Southlake’s Cardiac Care centre is 
the third largest in Ontario, having 
worked on over 100,000 patients in the 
ten years since it opened.

Aurora United blanked on both sides
By Jake Courtepatte

Both the men’s and women’s sides 
of  Aurora United FC were on the wrong 
end of  a clean sheet in Ontario League 1 
soccer action over the weekend.

A stretch of  two unbeaten games for 
the AUFC men was snapped on Saturday 
evening at Sheppard’s Bush, in tough 
match against an unbeaten Sigma FC 
squad from Mississauga.

After falling behind early in the ninth 
minute, and taking a 2 – 0 deficit into 
halftime, Aurora’s chances of  a comeback 
were diminished with the showing of  red 
cards to both leading scorer Simon Adjei 
and captain Jonathan Parolini early in 
the second half.

“We’re obviously disappointed with 
the way it went, that two of  our players 
were sent off,” said Aurora head coach 
Jimmy Brennan. “I’m not sure if  those 
two players sent off  were red cards, but 
I’m sure it will be reviewed and that’s the 
way it goes.

“I felt that killed the game. For the next 
thirty minutes or so we were just defending 

and everything that you work on goes out 
the window. It was a disappointing game, 
there were a lot of  stops and starts and 
there wasn’t much flow to it.”

The women’s side met a similar fate 
against an unbeaten team on Saturday, 
hosting the Woodbridge Strikers at 
Sheppard’s Bush.

On the tail end of  back-to-back 
meetings with the League’s two top-
ranked teams, Aurora was able to hold 
the Strikers off  the sheet in the first half.

Fatigue set in in the 68th minute 
when Woodbridge converted a header 
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Congratulations to The Country Day School’s Class of 2016. 
Our 73 graduates received offers of admission to programs at a 
diverse group of top universities across Canada and around the world.  
Well done, Grads! We wish you all the best! 
 
Founded in 1972, The Country Day School is a co-educational independent school offering 
programs in JK-12 and located on 100 beautiful acres in King. Learn more at www.cds.on.ca

Michael Anania-Hojniak, Carleton University

Jordan Benegbi, Ryerson University

Lexi Blumenfeld, York University

Sophie Byers, Ryerson University

Anna Cappuccitti, Western University

Ethan Curtis, Dalhousie University

Lucas Dasovic, University of Guelph

Olivia D’Elia, University of Guelph

Sophia Di Giorgio, University of Guelph

David Di Paola, University of Waterloo

Taylor Dunne, Dalhousie University

Jackson Empey, Queen’s University

Joanna Falzone, Ryerson University

Natalie Ganzhorn, Western University

Jacob Garber, George Brown College

Soran Ghahramani, Ryerson University

Valery Goutorova, University of Toronto

Spencer Greenberg, Ryerson University

Richard Haché, Dalhousie University

Brooke Harris, Queen’s University

Linnea Hayhoe, McGill University

Kristy Ho, University of Toronto

Nasir Jamali, McMaster University

Sebastian Jedrzejewski, The University of Edinburgh

Angela Joo, McMaster University

Emily Killops, Queen’s University

Brooke LaCroix, Western University

Bryan Leary, Carleton University

Bob Li, McMaster University

Jessica Li, University of Toronto

Michael Lorusso, Carleton University

Andi Ma, University of Toronto

Mario Mara, Gap Year

Holly McKeever, University of British Columbia

Sean Mendes, Western University

Jonathan Menjivar, Acadia University

Hannah Michaelis, Queen’s University

Emily Moore, Concordia University

Tallin Moyer, University of California, Santa Barbara

Emma Mull, University of Guelph

Arman Naziri, University of Waterloo

Brittney Nichols, Dalhousie University

Skye Nip, Wilfrid Laurier University

Samuel Nixon, Acadia University

Paige Ofield, Parsons School of Design

Jake Okazawa, Dalhousie University

Rocky Oppedisano, York University

Devika Paul, Rutgers University

Courtney Petrachek, Fanshawe College

Nicholas Posa, York University, Glendon

Keegan Poulton, Dalhousie University

Olivia Pozzuoli, Trent University

Cole Pritchard, Trent University

Daniel Rajkumar, McGill University

Devon Robertson, University of Guelph

Michael Rokas, University of Waterloo

Thomas Russell, Concordia University

Ryan Schmied, University of Waterloo

Nikita Shumeiko, University of Toronto

Jack Simmonds, University of Waterloo

Jack Simpson, University of Iowa

Bilawal Singh, University of Guelph

Meg Stanton, Queen’s University

Matt Staples, University of Guelph

Kristen Stewart, Queen’s University

Alicia Sun, University of British Columbia

Mark Tait, University of Toronto

Sarah Tudose, Ryerson University

Deanna Tzanopoulos-Tzanis, University of Toronto

Ethan Weening, Wilfrid Laurier University

Daniel Witts, University of Toronto

Zac Wortzman, Ryerson University

James Wyndham-West, Wilfrid Laurier University

Congratulations to our Graduating Class of 2016
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THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

• demonstrates quality work ethic
• commitment to support of staff professionally and personally 
• must be bondable • no evenings or weekends 
• competitive wages • kilometers paid 
• drivers and non-drivers needed 

Looking for keen and energetic people 
who enjoy cleaning 

905-967-0445

R E G I S T E R E D  
RECES required for local school aged 
child care centres in Aurora. Must have  
experience working with children ages 4-12 
years. Available for part time split shift  
Monday to Friday 7 - 9 am and 3 - 
6:30 pm. Please contact Marisa at  
amongfriendsdaycarecentres@hotmail.
com

FOR LEASE

CAR FOR SALE

FOR RENT

SERVICES

OFFICE FOR 
LEASE Down-
town Aurora 
(Yonge & Mosley)  
Approximately 700 
sq. ft. Call Telly.  
905-717-4073

TOWN HOUSE 
RENTAL 3 Bed-
room, Bayview & 
Wellington. $1850 
+. Quiet court. Call 
647-403-7930.

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat pro-
cessing facility from Arthur immediately 
requires 16 Wholesale and Retail Butchers 
with a minimum of  2 to 3 years of  direct 
hands on experience in meat cutting and 
processing. Duties include cutting and sec-
tioning of  meat, skinning and removing 
blemishes, deboning rabbits and chick-
ens, cutting meat into specialized cuts and  
preparing for wholesale and retail sales. HS 
diploma or equivalent required. Positions 
offered are permanent full time and salary 
is $16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week, OT after 44 
hrs a week. Please apply in person at 7597 
Jones Baseline in Arthur, via email at joea@
abatepackers.com, via fax at 1-519-848-2793 
or via phone at 1-519-848-2107.

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPETCONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY LOOK-
ING for experienced, 
knowledgable, on-
site supervisor for 
the York Region 
area. Please email 
resume to: stephe 
no@intercityrealty.
com fax: 905-597-0493   
office: 905-597-0227.

AZ-DRIVERS WANTED @ CAT Inc! Steady 
Year-Round Miles! Sign-On Bonus! Long 
Haul Canada/US. Monthly/Annual Bonus-
es! Great Pay & Benefits! 877-758-3905

HELP WANTEDSWIMMING LESSONS

GARAGE/LAWN SALE

2006 SUV CROSS-
OVER, Hyundai 
Tuson. Dark/blue/
gray. Only one driv-
er, excellent con-
dition. 186,000K. 
$6,000 OBO. 905-727-
7591.

FULL TIME POSITIONS
• Maintenance Manager, Vaughan 
(3 plants), $80K+.

• Licensed Factory Tradesman 
………. $30.00 / hr.

• (Millwrights, Industrial Electri-
cians, Maintenance Mechanics)

• Certified Reach Operators,  
$18 / hr.

• General Warehouse Labour,  
$15/ hr.

• Structural Estimator, AutoCAD & 
Estimating Software req’d

• Welder Fitters
• Heavy Labour, Bolton, $14-18 / hr.
• Boom Truck Operator,  $30 / hr., 
339A license only

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

“Our Business is People”

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6330 Fax

905-951-6300 Phone
866-274-7231 Toll Free

G E N E R A L  
C O N T R A C T O R 
in the Aurora Area 
looking for an Admin 
Asst 3-4 days/week. 
Quickbooks Pro ex-
perience an asset. 
$20/hr. Send resume 
to ra.adm@outlook.
com.

2001 HONDA AC-
CORD. Good for 
parts. $400 905-713-
5002.

SATURDAY JUNE 25TH (RAIN OR 
SHINE) 8am - 1pm. 55 Charing Crescent  
Aurora, L4G 6P5. Beautiful Hespeler dining 
set, Broyhell pine wall unit, leather section-
al, girl’s bedroom set, twin beds, desk, book- 
scases, hall table & mirror, chairs, lamps 
and more.

Advertise in  
THE AURORAN  

Classifieds  
905-727-3300  

ext: 102

review.
Although some Councillors said 

they had concerns about what such an 
inventory could mean to homes and 
buildings already designated for their 
heritage value, as well the owners of  
such buildings that could be up for future 
designation, they welcomed an inventory. 

“In Aurora, I think we pride ourselves 
when it comes to heritage,” said 
Councillor Mrakas. “As a municipality, 
I think we have done an excellent job in 
preserving and protecting our building 
structures, but when it comes to history, 
it is not just about buildings; it is about 
places where people gather, where people 
play, and where they have grown together 
in a community.

“We need to know the past in order 
to be able to move forward. We need to 
protect and preserve not just the built 
structures. We need to protect landscapes 
that have special meaning to the residents 
of  the Town. I am saddened at the thought 
we may have missed opportunities to 
preserve such cultural landscapes that 
are important to this Town. I think I we 
do not address the lack of  policy now we 
may [lose] others forever.”

“Lost opportunity” is key when 
considering the motion, said Councillor 
Sandra Humfryes, who said it is 
important to investigate opportunities 

that are out there – and there are quite a 
few, she contended. 

“I was very glad to see this motion,” 
said Councillor Wendy Gaertner. “I 
think it is something that makes sense. 
It is something that has been lacking. I 
look forward to it coming to the Heritage 
Committee and I think they are going to 
be pretty excited about this.”

And they will be, agreed Councillor 
Jeff  Thom, who chairs the Committee.

“Just as we protect our heritage 
structure, our landscapes should be 
protected as well for future generations,” 
he said.

As Aurora looks towards 
intensification, it is important for these 
landscapes to be documented now, agreed 
Councillor John Abel. His enthusiasm 
for the motion, however, was tempered 
looking back at some of  the community 
uproar that took place last year over 
studies to designate the southeast 
quadrant of  Yonge and Wellington into 
the Town’s second heritage conservation 
district.

He sought assurances from Marco 
Ramunno, Aurora’s Director of  Planning, 
that the same issues would not crop up 
in any future talks when it comes to 
designation and restrictions property 
owners might face to their properties 
if  they lie within a future designated 
landscape. 

“Cultural landscapes” motion raises Council questions over property rights
Those options will be considered in 

the future, said Mr. Ramunno, noting an 
inventory of  what’s available is just the 
first step.

“I just want to make sure we don’t have 
a rebellion,” said Councillor Abel.

Councillor Paul Pirri, who was 
ultimately the lone vote cast against the 
motion, shared these concerns. 

“The landscape has changed an 
immense deal with the 2Bs and 2Cs in 
Town,” he said. “I look forward to seeing 
how much more there is to preserve. I think 
it is very easy for us, as a municipality, 

to designate our own properties and our 
own assets, a lot of  the roadway, the way 
the roads work, a lot of  our parks, our 
trail system, and the national historic site 
in Town. I think it would all make sense, 
but it would be interesting for me to see 
how private residential owners react to 
being put on this list.”

For Mayor Dawe, however, that was a 
topic for another day.

“Your point is well made, but I don’t 
think we’re at that stage yet,” said Mayor 
Dawe. “[But], quite frankly, I agree with 
most of  your points.”

COMING EVENTS
SATURDAY, JUNE 25

Discovery Days for Kids: Enjoy a kid-friendly tour 
of  Hillary House followed by a Nature Seekers program 
from 1.30 – 3.30 p.m. $5 for children, $2 for adults. Parents 
must be present at all times. Contact Leigha Cooney at 
leigha.cooney@aurorahs.com or call 905-727-8991 for 
more information.

SUNDAY, JUNE 26
Partagez le Français! This free French language 

conversation group welcomes adults from francophones 
to beginners looking to put their French language 
conversation skills into action. Francophones and 
stronger speakers are encouraged to share their French 
language skills with less strong speakers. 3 – 5 p.m. at 
Country Style Deli and Bistro (14980 Yonge Street). 

* * * * 
Today is the Schomberg Hortcultural Society Garden 

Tour from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tickets are $10 and are sold on 
the tour day at 9.45 a.m. at 325 Main Street, Schomberg. 
This self-driving and self-guided tour features eight very 
diverse gardens in and around Schomberg ranging from 
large country estates to small in-town gardens, one of  
which features a unique vertical vegetable growing 
contraption. First time on the tour: a dog rescue and 
horse sanctuary with vast Muskoka-type plantings. No 
dogs, please. Parking on the street for all properties.

THURSDAY, JUNE 30
Canada Day gets started early with the Rotary 

Dance in the Park. This licensed venue at Aurora Town 
Park, hosted by the Rotary Club of  Aurora, features 
live entertainment from 7 – 11 p.m. A beer garden and 
barbecue are available for a small fee. Admission is free!

FRIDAY, JUNE 1
CANADA DAY: The parade begins at 10 a.m. on 

Yonge Street. This year, the parade has a new route! It 
will travel south on Yonge Street from Mosley Street 
to Murray Drive. Kids can participate in pre-parade 
sidewalk chalking at 8.30 a.m. in front of  the Aurora 
Public Library. The festivities in Lambert Willson Park 
begin with a free pancake breakfast. Rediscover Canada 
with fun, interactive passport activities for children. 
Learn interesting facts about Canada’s Provinces and 
territories, and take in an car show courtesy of  the 
Aurora Classic and Custom Car Club. Music will include 
the final competition round for Aurora Teen Idol, the 
Aurora Community Band, The Mudmen, The Glenn 
Marais Band and Green River Revival, a tribute to CCR. 
The grand finale, of  course, will be the spectacular 
fireworks show at dusk.

SUNDAY, JULY 10
Garden Aurora! Annual Tour of  Gardens. The 

Aurora Garden Club presents our annual tour of  
eight beautiful gardens. The owners of  theses private 
paradises will be available to answer all your questions. 
Local artists will also be in attendance showing their 
works. This is a self-guided tour from 12 noon to 4.30 
p.m., rain or shine. Tickets are $15 at Caruso & Co. 15210 
Yonge St., Hillcrest Nurseries 14230 Bathurst St., both in 
Aurora, Black Forest Gardens 15445 Keele St., King City. 
Also available at the Aurora Farmers’ Market Saturdays 
June 25, July 3 and July 9. Same day tickets will be sold 
at Garden 1. Further info at www.gardenaurora.com or 
905-713-6660. 

* * * * 
Partagez le Français! This free French language 

conversation group welcomes adults from francophones 
to beginners looking to put their French language 
conversation skills into action. Francophones and 
stronger speakers are encouraged to share their French 
language skills with less strong speakers. 3 – 5 p.m. at 
Country Style Deli and Bistro (14980 Yonge Street). 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17
Leap from reality into The Balloon Tree, a play 

inspired by Phoebe Gilman’s children’s book of  the 
same name at this free family theatrical event at the 
Aurora Cultural Centre. Two performances: 11.15 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. Tickets are limited and should be picked 
up in advance. Allow your imagination to run free 
as we follow Princess Leora on a magical adventure 
through her village in search of  the one object that will 
save them all: a balloon. Up against her evil uncle, the 
Archduke, and all the guards in the kingdom, she cannot 
make it without the help of  the villagers and, of  course, 
the audience! For more, call the Aurora Cultural Centre 
at 905-713-1818.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21
Partagez le Français! This free French language 

conversation group welcomes adults from francophones 
to beginners looking to put their French language 
conversation skills into action. Francophones and 
stronger speakers are encouraged to share their French 
language skills with less strong speakers. 3 – 5 p.m. at 
Country Style Deli and Bistro (14980 Yonge Street). 

 

To submit your event send details in 100 words or less 
to letters@auroran.com with the subject line “Coming 
Events”.

See what’s on “The Bookshelf” 
with York Region authors

By Brock Weir

Detective Albert Hodgins is a man on 
a mission.

The Toronto police officer’s 
adventures have taken him to Stouffville 
and Woodbridge so far and his next 
case, given to him by his creator, author 
Nanci Pattenden, is set to take him to 
Aurora, solving a murder unfolding 
during the holiday season in 1874.

While this third installment in Ms. 
Pattenden’s mystery series is still in the 
works, you will have a chance to catch 
up with her and over 50 area authors at 
The Bookshelf, a new initiative of  the 
Writers’ Community of  York Region 
bringing together over 50 Canadian 
authors to read from their books and 
interact with local book lovers. 

Taking place this Saturday, June 25, 
at the Newmarket Community Centre 
in conjunction with the Newmarket 
Farmers’ Market, it is an opportunity 
to buy local when stocking up on some 
summer beach reads – or even a cozy 
mystery to tuck away for the winter 
months. 

“It came into being because we felt 
there was a need for something in our 
area showcasing local authors and 

local talent because there really doesn’t 
seem to be anything in York Region that 
does that,” says Ms. Pattenden, who is 
helping organize the event. “Everyone 
knows the big names and things that go 
on in the city, but there is a lot of  good 
talent in the small towns as well. We 
need to make people aware that there is 
good writing locally that they can find.”

Communities typically come 
together to support traditional artists 
like painters and sculptors, she adds, 
but that is not often the case with “print 
artists.”

“That is what you would call us 
because it is an art and it is a craft,” she 
says.

Featured authors, and those who 
will be reading selections from their 
books, include Terry Fallis, Kim 
Chatel, Alexandra Harvey, Bob Brunet, 
Marissa Campbell, Mark Konig, MJ 
Moores, Sheila Horne, Cynthia St-
Pierre, Doouglas Owen, Isobel Warren 
ad Ms. Pattenden.

The book fair runs from 9 a.m. – 
3 p.m., with readings taking place 
between 10 a.m. and 2.35 p.m.

For a full list of  participating 
authors and a schedule of  readings, 
visit thebookshelf.wcyork.ca. 

off  a corner kick, followed by two more 
markers in the next fifteen minutes to 
secure a 3 – 0 score.

“Aurora was really trying to slow the 
game down today, which made sense 
because we like to play the game fast,” 
said Joe Parolini, head coach of  the 
Strikers. “We tried to stick to our game 
plan, and it showed in the final result.”

Although Aurora was able to use 
strong defensive tactics to slow down 
the match in the first half, head coach 
Ramin Mohammadi said his team 
underwent a shift in tactics in the 
second after some key players went 

down.
“We kept them very well for the 

first half, and it was a very even game 
until the set piece went against us. We 
were forced into some changes due to 
injuries, so we couldn’t stick our plan.” 

Both the Aurora men (1-6-1) and 
women (1-4-3) remain in sixth-place in 
their League 1 tables. The men will look 
to improve this Friday when they visit 
the cross-division Windsor Stars (4-4-
1) while the women take a three-week 
break before visiting the Kingston 
Clippers in early July. 

The League 1 season wraps up on  
July 16.

Aurora United season wraps up July 16
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HELP WANTED

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic News Editor  

with a passion for community, sports and news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local and community events.

News Editor  
for Local Community Newspaper

• Within 1 hour of Toronto •

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
zach@lpcmedia.ca

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Cover local events around the community.

• Produce multiple stories and bylines each week.
• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips.

• Coordinate and edit content and columns submitted for publication.
• Take photographs.

• assign stories to contributors. 
• edit submitted copy for publication. 

• post stories to the website.  
• Work some evenings and weekends, as required.

QUALIfIcATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills
• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity, as the majority of the writing  
for this role will be on the local events in the Community.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Sell telecommunications services (phone, internet & TV) across 

numerous regions for maximum growth
•  Be part of an ever growing team, developing new markets 
    for new revenue and income opportunities

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

Desired Skills & Experience:
• Sales Driven
• Great Personal Skills
• Strong oral and written communication skills
•  Marketing and/or Communication education 

an asset

Compensation:
Base + Commission

LOCATION:
Toronto (Close to Pearson Airport)

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for an enthusiastic inside sales representative. 
A rewarding opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 

Grant Roughley 
Vice-President 
NFTC 
groughley@frontenac.net

North Frontenac 
Telephone Company

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

CARRIERS NEEDED FOR THE AURORAN  
CALL CEPHISE: 416-505-2770
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