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Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre • 289 Wellington Street East 

with expert advice!

Toilets in a box

Elongated 
97129 #LS20002

$

Round
$ 97119 #LS20001

905-727-4751

at Aurora Home Hardware

Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex 
1400 Wellington St. East, Aurora

AURORA 
CHAMBER 
HOME SHOW

          FRIDAY
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             SATURDAY
APRIL 16 • 9AM–6PM

            SUNDAY
APRIL 17 • 10AM–4PM

Serving Aurora,
York Region 

and surrounding
areas for 23 years.

Terry Sherin 
Sales Representative

905-727-3154                    tsherin@trebnet.com

Refugees face service gaps in York
By Brock Weir

Syrian refugees are settling into 
their first spring in their new Canadian 
homeland, but as they plant roots and 
become acclimatized, refugees continue 
to come in from other parts of  the world 
as well. 

Recently, sponsors from Our Lady of  
Grace (OLG) Catholic Church welcomed 
families from Iraq and Cote d’Ivoire.

While many of  them have found new 
jobs at counters across Aurora, and others 
explore post-secondary opportunities at 
Seneca’s King Campus, they – and their 
sponsors – are finding some obstacles in 
their resettlement hard to overcome.

Earlier this month, members of  OLG’s 

sponsored families, along with their 
volunteer sponsors, hosted Leona Alleslev, 
MP for Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond 
Hill, for a discussion on how these gaps 
can be best addressed.

These gaps include significant 
challenges in finding the best and most 
practical ways for these newcomers to 
get a handle on the English language, as 
well as navigating York Region’s complex 
transit network to get to their jobs and 
their language classes. 

According to sponsor Marina Nemat, 
a significant challenge is ESL classes at 
places like the Welcome Centre, which has 
locations in Newmarket and Richmond 
Hill, as well as more structured classes at 
places such as the Dr. Bette Stephenson 

Centre for Learning in Richmond Hill, 
which places an emphasis on adult 
learning. 

“At any given time [you go into a 
Welcome Centre], they will do a basic 
assessment and put you in one of  their 
levels,” says Ms. Nemat. “[Some classes] 
turn more or less into a conversation 
group, more or less, for seniors; not that 
they call it that, but that is what it is 
in practicality. They were really happy 
and excited about that at the beginning, 
thinking, ‘Oh, my gosh! We’re going to 
learn English!’ and then they go and think 
‘Oh…’ Conversation groups aren’t bad, 
but as a supplement it’s great. They need 
something structured.”

By Brock Weir

As the demographics of  Aurora 
change over the next few years, so 
too should the way the Town looks 
at providing sports opportunities, 
according to the Town of  Aurora’s 
new Sports Plan.

The plan, which received tentative 
approval at Council earlier this 
month, is subject to a further round 
of  talks this week as Council moves 
towards implementing some of  the 

Affordable housing and infrastructure top 
Federal budget concerns: MP

By Brock Weir

Throughout January and February, 
local Members of  Parliament held 
open houses across both of  Aurora’s 
ridings to take input from residents 
on what they would like to see in 
a new Federal budget from a new 
Federal government – and this week, 
those who participated are able to see 
if  their suggestions had an impact.

Finance Minister Bill Morneau 
delivered the Government’s new 
Budget in the House of  Commons on 
Tuesday afternoon.

Ahead of  its release, Newmarket-

Aurora MP Kyle Peterson told The 
Auroran he did not anticipate anyone 
who followed last year’s Federal 
Election campaign, or any of  the words 
from the Finance Minister since then, 
would be surprised by the budget, and 
residents could anticipate significant 
investments in infrastructure.

“I think there is going to be an 
investment in Canadians through 
infrastructure spending through 
hopefully more green and social 
[investments] and the long-term assets 
of  infrastructure,” said Mr. Peterson. 
“I hope that is in it, and I think  

• Enjoy EGG-citing   
 activities including  
 an egg hunt, face   
 painting, easter   
 games, craft making 
 and more!

• See adorable 
 live bunnies and 
 baby chicks!

• Wristbands must  
 be purchased   
 in advance at the  
 Stronach Aurora   
 Recreation Complex  
 or at the Aurora   
 Family Leisure   
 Complex. Please note,  
 wristbands will not 
 be sold at the event. 

• Wristbands cost $5  
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 12 and under are   
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 Parents are free!

• Pancake breakfast  
 offered by the   
 Aurora Seniors’   
 Association and   
 the Optimist Club of 
 Aurora. Please note,  
 a nominal fee applies.
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Aurora Seniors’ Centre 

(90 John West Way)

Aurora 
Seniors’ 
Centre SARC

AFLC

Yo
ng

e 
St

re
et

In
du

str
ia

l 
Pa

rk
wa

y N
or

th

Wellington Street East

Jo
hn

 W
es

t W
ay

Ba
yv

ie
w

 A
ve

nu
e

Le
sli

e 
St

re
et

N

In Partnership with:

For more information, please 
call 905-726-4762 or visit 
www.aurora.ca/easteregghunt 

Proudly Sponsored by:

#AuroraEggHunt

• Enjoy EGG-citing   
 activities including  
 an egg hunt, face   
 painting, easter   
 games, craft making 
 and more!

• See adorable 
 live bunnies and 
 baby chicks!

• Wristbands must  
 be purchased   
 in advance at the  
 Stronach Aurora   
 Recreation Complex  
 or at the Aurora   
 Family Leisure   
 Complex. Please note,  
 wristbands will not 
 be sold at the event. 

• Wristbands cost $5  
 per child. Children 
 12 and under are   
 welcome to participate. 
 Parents are free!

• Pancake breakfast  
 offered by the   
 Aurora Seniors’   
 Association and   
 the Optimist Club of 
 Aurora. Please note,  
 a nominal fee applies.

PLEASE NOTE, WE RESERVE 
THE RIGHT TO CANCEL, AMEND 
OR CHANGE ACTIVITIES.

Saturday, 
March 26, 2016

9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Aurora Seniors’ Centre 

(90 John West Way)

Aurora 
Seniors’ 
Centre

AFLC

Yo
ng

e S
tre

et

Ind
us

tria
l 

Pa
rkw

ay
 N

ort
h

Wellington Street East

Jo
hn

 W
es

t W
ay

N

In Partnership with:

For more information, please 
call 905-726-4762 or visit 
www.aurora.ca/easteregghunt 

Proudly Sponsored by:

#AuroraEggHunt

WEARING OF THE GREEN
Scores of Aurorans put on their 
green hats, shirts and shamrocks 
last Thursday to celebrate St.  
Patrick’s Day across the  
community. Here, Dylan and 
Mara get their Irish on at the Au-
rora Cultural Centre, taking in St.  
Patrick’s Day-themed music,  
activities – and, yes, cookies – at a 
special event hosted by Rafferty & 
Russell. For more, see Page 14. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Good Friday Service Schedule
www.aurora.ca • 905-727-1375

MUNICIPAL OFFICE • 100 John West Way

AURORA PUBLIC LIBRARY • 15145 Yonge Street
The Aurora Public Library will be CLOSED on Friday, March 25, Sunday, March 27 
and Monday, March 28. Regular business hours resume on Tuesday, March 29.  
For more information, please visit www.aurorapl.ca or call 905-727-9494.

WASTE COLLECTION

For Town-related emergency situations such as flooding, 
watermain breaks or downed trees, please call 905-727-1375 
or 905-727-3123 and follow the voice prompts. 
FOR ALL OTHER EMERGENCIES, CALL 9-1-1

EMERGENCY 
SERVICES

RECREATION CENTRES
Recreation centres including the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex and the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex will be operating with modified 
hours. For a full list of hours of operation and program 
opportunities including fitness classes, pool,  
gymnasium, rock wall and The Loft hours,  
please visit www.aurora.ca/easterweekend

Please note, the Aurora Seniors’ Centre is CLOSED 
from Friday, March 25 to Monday, March 28.

Check out our renovated  
Aurora Family  

Leisure Complex!
135 Industrial Parkway North

▶

Aurora Town Hall (100 John West Way) will be CLOSED on Friday, March 25  
for Good Friday. Regular business hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. will resume on  
Monday, March 28.

If you would like to pay a water or tax bill, payments can be placed in the drop-off 
box 24-hours a day outside of Town Hall. Please do not place cash payments in 
the boxes and remember to include your payment stub along with your payment. 
Alternatively, you may pay your bills through your ATM or through your bank’s online 
banking service. Parking tickets can be paid online at www.paytickets.ca

Waste collection scheduled on Friday, March 25 is MOVED TO Saturday, March 26. 
For more information on waste collection in Aurora, please consult your 2016 Waste 
Management Guide and Recycling Calendar.

Food for Fines – help the less fortunate in 
Aurora!

The Town of Aurora is providing an alternative method of 
payment for parking infractions. The Town has partnered 
with the Aurora Food Pantry to help the less fortunate in our 
community.

In lieu of paying your “Park on Municipal Property without 
Consent” parking ticket issued between March 15 and April 
15, 2016, you can choose to purchase a $25 gift card at
any local grocery store in Aurora. Drop off the gift card, along 
with your ticket and purchase receipt indicating the balance 
and activation status to Access Aurora located at Aurora Town 
Hall, 100 John West Way. Participation is optional. 

For more information about this program, please contact the 
Bylaw Services department at 905-727-3123 ext. 4240 or visit 
www.aurora.ca/parking

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Date Time Location Meeting

Tuesday, March 29 6:30 p.m Council Chambers  Audit Committee
Tuesday, March 29 7 p.m. Council Chambers Council
Wednesday, March 30 7 p.m. Council Chambers Public Planning*

Council meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10.  For a full list of upcoming meetings, 
please visit www.aurora.ca

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

PUBLIC NOTICE
Speed Cushion Pilot Project on Stone Road from 
Clift Road to Hawtin Lane

The Town of Aurora is considering installing speed cushions on 
Stone Road between Clift Road and Hawtin Lane to address 
speeding concerns. 

The Speed Control Policy requires achievement of the following 
warrants to proceed:

• Warrant 1 – To achieve a minimum of 70 per cent support from 
area residents

• Warrant 2 – Minimum Speed, on streets where traffic calming is 
proposed, the 85th percentile speed over a 7-day period must be 
a minimum of 15 km/h (but less than 20km/h) over the posted 
speed limit.

Stone Road has posted 40 km/h and 50 km/h speed limits and 
study results showed that the 85th percentile speed is 60km/h.

The Town is conducting a survey asking affected residents who 
reside in the area and use Stone Road to cast their vote of the 
following:

• Option 1: Yes, I want the speed cushions installed
• Option 2: No, I don’t want the speed cushions installed

The installation of the speed cushions will only happen if 70 per 
cent of area residents are in support of this initiative.

We request that residents answer the attached survey and return 
it to the Town of Aurora Infrastructure and Environmental Services 
department by Friday, April 8, 2016 by mail, by fax at 
905-841-7119, or by email jmassadeh@aurora.ca to express 
your opinion regarding which option is preferred.

For more information and to view the maps of the affected areas, 
please visit www.aurora.ca.

Digital Innovation for Business Success 
Conference

Attend this FREE conference to learn, network and grow your 
business. 

Date:   Tuesday, March 29 
Time:   8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Location:  Meadowbrook Golf Club 
 11939 Warden Avenue
 Gormley, ON  L0H 1G0
Cost:   FREE! Hot buffet breakfast included

For more information or to register, visit www.eventbrite.ca

PUBLIC NOTICE
Proposed Private Tree Protection By-Law Approval

On February 9, 2016 Aurora Town Council directed that a 
“Private Tree Protection By-Law” to prohibit and or regulate the 
injury or destruction of trees on private property in the Town of 
Aurora, be presented to Council for approval and that the current 
Tree Protection By-law No. Number 4474-03.D. be repealed.

Please be advised that the Revised By-law will be presented to 
Council for enactment at the General Committee meeting on 
Tuesday, May 17, 2016.

Pending Council approval, the revised Private Tree Protection 
By-Law will come into effect on May 24, 2016 with the following 
significant revisions:

• Number of trees that can be removed from a private property 
in a 12-month period without obtaining a permit has been 
reduced to two (2) trees from four (4) trees.

• A permit must be obtained prior to removal of a single heritage 
tree or a single tree in any heritage district as described in the 
By-Law.

• For larger properties, owners shall be permitted to remove two 
(2) trees per .25 ha. of property in a 12-month period without 
obtaining a permit. (For example: Owner of a 1 ha. property can 
remove eight (8) trees in a 12-month period without obtaining 
a permit.)

For more information about the By-Law, including permit fees, 
please call 905-727-3123, ext. 3222.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Movies in the Park returns 
to Aurora this summer with 
five nights of outdoor movies 
under the stars!
We want you to be part of the movie selection 
process! Send us your suggestions by 
FRIDAY, APRIL 29. Your choice could 
make it to the big screen!

Please email your suggestions to 
sware@aurora.ca or call 905-726-4762
www.aurora.ca/moviesinthepark

Mark your calendars!

2016 SCHEDULE

Thursday, August 4 – Town Park

Thursday, August 11 – Norm Weller Park

Thursday, August 18 – Ada Johnson Park

Thursday, August 25 – Town Park

Thursday, September 1 – Hickson Park

in the Park
Call for suggestions!
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Aurora’s Juried Art Show and Sale

Aurora’s Juried Art Show and Sale is looking for aspiring young artists! 

This exciting show is a fantastic opportunity for youth artists looking to gain 
exposure for their work and even sell a few pieces. Youth artists will also have the 
opportunity to network with more than 120 professional artists from across York 
Region. 

Entry forms are available at www.aurora.ca/artshow

Opening Reception 
March 30th, 2016, 3-6pm 

Brevik Hall, 22 Church Street 
Light Refreshments Provided 

Built Culture: Memories of the Precinct 
examines over 160 years of cultural activity 

within the Cultural Precinct of Aurora. 
Focusing on historic sites, this exhibition 

tracks the physical evolution of spaces and 
their use. 
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

Every Set 
of Lost Keys 
Has a Story

“We lost our keys at a hockey game out of 
town, including our expensive-to-replace 

smart key for the car. Our War Amps key tag 
did its job when our keys were returned to us 

last week by courier, much to our relief.”
– War Amps supporter

Charitable Registration No.:
13196 9628 RR0001

The War Amps does not
receive government grants.

Order key tags online.

The Key Tag Service – it’s free
and it works. Nearly 13,000 sets

of lost keys are returned every year.

The War Amps
1 800 250-3030
waramps.ca

Order key tags online.

 Whether you are a Landscaper gearing up for the season,
 a Contractor adding to your fl eet or an individual looking for a truck to tow a trailer... 

...We have what you are looking for! 
I am a truck specialist and can assist you in fi nding exactly what will suit your requirements. 

Please call me at 905 727 9444, ext. 293 to set up an appointment now!

905-727-9444 Ext. 293       
Brandon@highlandgm.com

Can’t wait to see you!

Brandon Peluso

NEED A NEW TRUCK?

IT IS TRUCK MONTH 
at Highland Automotive Professionals. 

HUGE 
END OF WINTER

Jackets, Pants, 
Gloves, Hats & Baselayer 

Adult & Junior 
Board & Ski Wear

KILLTEC - O’NEILL - KARBON - KOMBI 
Shop Local and Shop Early For Best Eelection 

SAVE 50%–70% REG PRICE

Sale

STRAIGHT LINES | 15483 Yonge St. 905-841-0949

OFF  

That is one of  the challenges of  living 
in the suburbs, she adds. In Toronto, there 
are practically endless options for ESL 
but in York Region, particularly northern 
York Region, those opportunities are 
few and far between. Places like the 
Stephenson Centre have 90 spaces 
available for newcomers, which isn’t bad, 
she notes, but they often fill up on the first 
or second day they are available.

With Welcome Centres, structured 
classes at the Stephenson Centre, as well 
as additional learning opportunities 
facilitated by the York Catholic District 
School Board, the basic infrastructure is 
there, she says, but that infrastructure 
needs a better underlying structure.

“We have all the possibilities, but we 
need to restructure,” says Ms. Nemat. 
“Now that we have this huge influx 
of  refugees, you know how it is with 
bureaucracy. It takes time to adjust, but if  
we can speed that up somehow… We don’t 
want it to be too late for these people and 
[have them] fall through the cracks.

“What happens for a lot of  these people, 
even Downtown, especially the ones who 
are over 45, is they end up sticking with 
their own communities and then they 
don’t learn English and end up working in 
stores that are owned by the same ethnic 
group and there is no advancement. The 
second generation does quite well. It is not 
a bad thing to start at one of  these local 
ethnic stores just to get a foot in the door, 
but a lot of  people, they feel comfortable 
there, and it is difficult to get from point 
A to point B and learn English. It is that 
vicious cycle that keeps going.”

Literally getting from Point A to Point 
B is also presenting something of  a 
challenge for the newcomers, the group 
notes. Soon, the cost for a York Region 
Transit pass, which covers two-zone Viva 
service, will be $185 per month. This two-
zone pass will get the newcomers to the 
Stephenson Centre and back, but one for 
each of  the refugees is a costly prospect.

Sponsor Catherine Falzone says they 
have canvassed area municipalities to see 
what supports are in place to help reduce 
those costs, but have come up empty. 

“We get it, there are a lot of  people in 
this community who still have trouble 
affording [transit], but even so, let’s go a 
step further and say, for the people who 
have just come, their budgets are very 
minimal, what can you do to help? Right 
now, it is nothing.

The group recently hoped to have a 
temporary lifeline through Mayor Geoff  
Dawe’s office when it was suggested that 
some residual funds raised during the 2015 
Mayor’s Charity Golf  Classic might be 
available for a handful of  passes. It might 
have provided a temporary solution, but 
the group says they were prepared to 
accept what they could. Ultimately, this 

light – if  not at the end of  the tunnel, but 
at the end of  a nearby off-ramp – fizzled 
out.

“I was told the committee in charge 
decided that we didn’t meet the criteria,” 
says Ms. Nemat. “When I asked which 
criteria, I was told…’How would it serve 
the residents of  Aurora on a broader level? 
Most, if  not all, past recipients provided 
programming/supports for a wide range 
of  town residents and the community at 
large.’

“I am at a loss. ‘Broader level’ is such a 
vague term. So, for example, if  one wants 
to serve those with a disability, one would 
not get any money? Or the homeless? Or 
the hungry? A recurring nightmare I have 
is that I am standing at a busy intersection 
literally begging for money as people 
walk by like I am invisible. I hate asking 
for money, even though not a penny of  it 
would go to me. It makes one feel small, 
very small, and undermines one’s dignity, 
especially when people walk away.”

However, according to Tim Jones, who 
co-chairs the annual golf  tournament, the 
committee met March 8 to begin planning 
for the event, reviewing each request 
one at a time to prioritize and identify 
successful applicants. The average 
amount each successful group receives, 
he notes, is between $2,500 and $5,000. 

“Over the past number of  years, with 
the growth of  requests, not all applicants 
are successful,” said Mr. Jones. “The 
Mayor asked the committee to consider 
a special request from the Our Lady of  
Grace – Refugee Resettlement Committee 
for $15,204 for specific transit pass 
purchases for the seven Syrian adult 
refugees.

“It has been the past practice of  the 
committee to support organizations who 
demonstrate open public participation 
opportunities for all residents in Aurora 
as opposed to addressing specific 
individual needs. On a vote, the committee 
respectfully declined the request.”

At this month’s meeting, Ms. Alleslev 
took note of  their issues and expressed 
sympathy with many of  their concerns, 
noting that further supports need to be 
put in place for language and transit.

“This is a very real issue and I think 
if  the objective is for people to be able to 
communicate in a second language and be 
positioned to learn at a higher level in a 
second language so they can go to schools 
and get jobs, we’re not giving them the best 
foundation on which to build,” she said, 
asking the group for recommendations 
on what might change the status quo. 
“This is the beginning of  a new chapter in 
Canada welcoming refugees, period. Let’s 
put in some infrastructure that will stand 
the test of  time.”

But, it will take a bit of  effort, they 
agree.

“Yes, it is going to take a little bit more 

Our Lady of Grace refugee sponsors including Wendy, far left, and Marina, centre, recently welcomed newcomers from Iran and Cote d’Ivoire. Recently, they 
hosted Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MP Leona Alleslev at the church to speak about the transition process and challenges they are facing. Newcomers, from 
right, include: Ala, baby Divine, Atefeh, Ilia, Ali, Hadi, and Ephrem. 							                  Auroran photo by Brock Weir

time, but this is an investment we are 
making in our economy,” said Ms. Nemat. 
“As soon as the people enter the job 
market, the less donations we are going 
to need from the community to cover this 
and cover that. It is something that will 
help all of  us in the community in the 
long run because as soon as they become 
self-sufficient, the better off  everyone is 
going to be at the end of  the day.” 

REMEMBERING ROB FORD

Politicians are paying tribute to Rob 
Ford after the Toronto Councillor lost his 
battle with cancer on Tuesday morning. 
The controversial former mayor of  the 
city was 46 years old. “I was deeply 
saddened to learn about the passing of  
former Toronto Mayor Rob Ford,” said 
Regional Chair Wayne Emmerson in a 
statement. “He was a popular politician 
who cared deeply about his constituents 
and his municipality. It is always tragic 
when a person is struck down in the 
prime of  his life. My thoughts and 
prayers go out to the Ford family and 
Rob’s friends and colleagues during this 
most difficult time.” Added Mayor Geoff  
Dawe: “My heartfelt condolences to the 
Ford family on their loss. Rob Ford was 
a strong influence on politics in Toronto. 
His perseverance and dedication to 
making Toronto a better place will be 
remembered.”

Language and transit are significant hurdles: sponsors 
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Continued on page 7

Spring is officially here.
If  you’re like me, this past Sunday you 

found yourself  suddenly surrounded 
by cheery optimists throwing virtual 
bouquets your way to celebrate the 
equinox as though they were expecting 
instant sunshine and bowers of  flowers.

It is a nice sentiment but, for a winter 
lover like me, it was like rubbing salt in 
the wound.

Now that this winter is in the record 
books, I can look back on it with 
some certainty as my own “winter of  
discontent”: so few cold weather days 
to enjoy a few of  my winter favourite 
things. And snowflakes that stay on my 
nose and eyelashes are relative child’s 
play.

With that in mind, I would like to 
extend the season in this space just a 
little bit and scrape the freezer burn off   
something which has been on ice far too 
long.

Last month, hordes of  local families 
made Town Park a destination for 
Aurora’s annual Arctic Adventure 
celebration. Kids took to Wells Street for 
favourite games, gathered in front of  the 
band shell for live performances, headed 
over to the baseball diamond for new 
activities associated with the Healthy 
Kids Community Challenge and, most 
popularly, gathered at the halfway point 
between the band shell and the Armoury 
to huddle around the bonfire to keep 
warm. 

Those huddled in any of  these 
hotspots, however, had more elbow room 
than usual as there was no outdoor rink 
for residents eager to get their Patrick 
Chan on. 

Despite a sudden cold snap a couple 
of  days before the big event, the 
unseasonably warm February decimated 
the bounty of  snow previously on the 
ground and there was not snow enough 
by Family Day weekend to lay a decent 
foundation for an outdoor skating 
rink, leaving many people, for whom 
this has become a tradition, relatively 
disappointed.

As I took in the scene, including the 
unblemished crest of  the new-fallen 
snow where the rink is usually built, I 
couldn’t help but think it didn’t have to 
be this way.

My mind went back to the days of  
the late fall and early winter of  2013, 
just weeks before we were walloped in 
the pre-Christmas ice storm. At that 
time, the Council of  the Day considered 
an interesting, innovative idea floated 
to them by the Parks and Recreation 
Department: an intriguing “made 
in Aurora” solution that would have 
considerably extended the shelf  life 

of  our outdoor rinks and made them 
contingent solely on temperature rather 
than having enough snow to build a thick 
base to flood. 

Created by Parks Manager Jim Tree 
in a response to increasingly mild 
winters wreaking havoc on the care 
and maintenance of  outdoor rinks, the 
solution was a “relatively simple” ice-
making system consisting of  an intricate 
network of  grids featuring individual 
water-filled cells lying on top of  the 
ground. These cells would be connected 
to create a uniform ice surface in a 
system.

In its simplest terms: a series of  larger-
than-life ice cube trays.

An in-house invention, it came with a 
relatively conservative price tag, as far 
as municipal projects go, of  $54,000 to get 
a working prototype.

“We had approached some 
manufacturers and some designers 
to determine what we might come up 
with and we developed this prototype,” 
Al Downey, Aurora’s Director of  Parks 
and Recreation, told the Council of  2010 
– 2014. “It seems to work, we think it is 
going to work; however, molds needed 
to be made in order to produce this 
prototype. We are recommending that we 
spend money to develop the aluminum 
mold to manufacture enough of  these to 
try out on a pilot project for one of  the 
rinks. If  it works, then we would come 
back to Council to request additional 
funds in order to produce a steel mold 
which we would then be able to mass 
produce this product and use them in all 
of  our rinks.”

Several Council members at the 
time were intrigued by the concept, but 
became skittish when it came to making 
a firm decision, as politicians so often do.

“We spend many man hours in the 
winter spraying and creating ice surfaces 
and nothing is more popular in the 
wintertime,” said then-councillor Evelyn 
Buck. “People come from Newmarket to 
skate on our parks because they enjoy 
it so much [but] it has always been a 
problem, the amount of  time and man-
hours we put into creating ice surfaces 
to have in January and February. It is 
something you’re constantly arguing 
with yourself  on whether you should 

be doing it and yet you know how much 
people enjoy it.”

If  the pilot worked, she added, it 
would be an investment well worth the 
money, but she shared the concerns of  
other members around the table when it 
came to patents and intellectual property 
rights around Mr. Tree’s innovation. 

Although Mr. Downey told Council he 
had already discussed whether Mr. Tree 
wanted to pursue a patent – he didn’t, 
said Mr. Downey, adding he could provide 
something in writing if  Council was 
hesitant – it wasn’t enough for Council to 
pull the trigger. 

“I would really hate to see a mess 
between the Town and a very valued 
employee,” said then-councillor Chris 
Ballard. “I want to make sure the Town 
understands what it is getting and the 
employee understands what they are 
getting so there [is] no miscommunication 
or hurt feelings in the years to come as 
this thing becomes successful and takes 
off  across North America.”

But, right now, what the Town is 
getting, what the employee is getting, 
and what the residents are getting is a 
big, fat nothing.

As far as anyone can tell, this project, 
something which lawmakers saw as 
having the potential to become wildly 
popular, is cooling its heels in the annals 
of  Councils-past, consigned there by 
politicians who got cold feet in the end. 

During the discussion, former 
councillor John Gallo questioned 
whether it is the role of  a municipality to 
be “innovating. In my view, it is the role 
of  the private sector to be innovating and 
coming up with these kinds of  things.”

Councils, however, can’t always wait 
for the private sector to come a-knocking, 
especially when local governments are 
all too keen to reinvent wheels in favour 
of  Made-in-Aurora or Made-in-York 
Region solutions to issues that have 
already been solved.

Someone has to do it, and if  
municipalities – and those they employ 
– have the wherewithal to be innovators, 
why not take the plunge?

It seems to be working for Newmarket, 
a Town which has had no hesitation in 
coming forward with bold innovations 
that have put our neighbours firmly on 
the map.

Perhaps it’s time for Aurora to be bold 
again as well.

Defrosting this idea for a second look 
wouldn’t be a bad first step.

By the time winter rolls around again 
this December maybe, just maybe, local 
youngsters – and the young at heart – 
will be able to enjoy winter-long outdoor 
skating. 
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Innovation: On Ice

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Trump gives hope to 
“disenchanted” Republicans: 
reader

Reader to Mayor Dawe: 
Because it’s 2016

(Re: Politics as Usual, March 17)

Ms. Collins-Mrakas trots out a 
predictable condemnation of  Donald 
Trump’s presidential aspirations. 
Mr. Trump does not represent the 
traditional candidate. He is not smooth, 
politically correct, deferential or 
contrite. So why, to this point, has he 
been successful? 

A large segment of  Republicans feel 
they have been wronged.

For example, the Tea Party 
movement arose from George W. Bush’s 
big government spending followed by 
even more massive government growth 
under Obama. The Tea Partiers were 
merely asking for real reduction in 
government debt and deficits as well as 
sensible immigration policies.

They did this peacefully without 
rioting or violence and for this they 
were branded as racists and bigots. 
They were successful in giving 
Republicans control of  both the House 
and Senate and the result? Nothing 
changed. Obama’s big government and 
open southern border policies were not 
challenged.

The Republican Party leadership 
lied to its own supporters.

Along came Donald Trump. He 
represents someone outside of  
the “establishment”. He gives the 
disenchanted Republican voters hope 
that he would be the one to finally put 
an end to the obvious slide in American 
economic power. Under Obama, 
debt has skyrocketed ($1 billion now 
spent daily on interest), real wages 
have fallen, middle class jobs have 
disappeared and the massive influx of  
illegal immigrants has continued.

It is no wonder that choosing another 
candidate favoured by the Republican 
elite was not the favored option. They 
know nothing will change.

Donald Trump is more representative 
of  New York City street culture than 
our ideal of  a presidential candidate. 
He is a populist in the same vein as 
Trudeau or Obama, but can you blame 
the Republican voter for looking to him 
to do something different? You can only 
stiff  your supporters so many times 
before they turn away.

I await Ms. Collins-Mrakas’ tirade 
against the candidacy of  the media 
darling – the corrupt and incompetent 
Hillary Clinton.

Gordon Clarke
Aurora

The Mayor has stated his opposition 
to having the Regional Chair position 
elected starting in the next election 
cycle.

He says that he has only heard from 
three people on the matter and that no 
one is interested.

Let me be the fourth. Well, actually 
the thirteenth, if  the eight people on 
Town Council count for anything.

He has offered several reasons 
in addition to the “nobody cares” 
argument.

He says that a complete governance 
review of  the Region is needed, in 
part because of  the Town’s under 
representation at Regional Council. 
The approach of  not fixing anything, 
until everything can be fixed is an 
excuse as old as politics.

More specifically, the Town has 
5 per cent of  the seats on Regional 
council and 5.2 per cent of  the Region’s 
population. Others municipalities in 
the Region may have more or fewer 
seats than their share of  the population 
may deem appropriate, but not Aurora.

Frankly, I didn’t vote for him to 
argue someone else’s case. 

The Mayor further argues he’s 
against the move to elect the Chair 
because it targets York Region 
specifically. Where exactly does he 
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IN GOOD 
COMPANY 

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe

MP’s Report
Kyle Peterson, MP

Newmarket-Aurora

Importance of Volunteering  

Looking ahead to 
the future in hotel 

development
Welcome to Spring! With the 

warmer weather approaching, I hope 
that you and your families take this 
opportunity to explore the many parks 
and trails in Aurora.

Don’t miss Aurora’s Easter Egg 
Hunt on Saturday, March 26 from 9.30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre. There will be a variety of  fun 
activities including face painting, 
an egg hunt, craft making and more. 
Wristbands for the event must be 
purchased in advance. The cost is $5 
per child. Parents are free. 

Activities for the event will be 
inside the Aurora Seniors’ Centre 
and outside along the Arboretum 
Trail. Please dress for both indoor 
and outdoor activities. Don’t miss 
the annual Pancake Breakfast offered 
by The Optimist Club of  Aurora. 
A nominal fee will apply. For more 
information on Aurora’s Easter Egg 
Hunt, please visit www.aurora.ca/
easteregghunt.

Aurora is flourishing with 
many new housing and business 
developments underway. With more 
visitors and activity in Aurora, the 
need for accommodations within the 
community is crucial. Currently, 
Aurora does not have a hotel in the 
community. Most municipalities in 
York Region and across the Greater 
Toronto Area (GTA) have at least one 
hotel in their vicinity. 

As mentioned in my Aurora 
Chamber of  Commerce Luncheon 
address, the Town has connected 
with several potential investors 
interested in developing a new hotel 
in Aurora. There is a site at Leslie 
Street and Don Hillock Drive that has 
all approvals in place for a new hotel. 
However, a substantial barrier to this 
development is high development 
charges (DCs). 

What are development charges and 
why are they important?

Development charges are fees that 
developers pay when a building permit 
is issued. The fees help pay for costs to 
provide municipal services and fulfill 
infrastructure requirements such 
as roads, transit, water and sewer 
infrastructure, community centres 
and emergency services.

The DCs have increased over 
the past few years, impeding hotel 
expansion in York Region.

The current methodology to 
calculate DC rates is 50 per cent of  
the non-residential rate plus the small 
apartment rate for each unit in the 
hotel. Since these DC’s have been in 
place, there has been no new hotel 
development in York Region.

I am currently lobbying Regional 
Council to reduce their portion of  
hotel DC’s which amounts to the 
largest share of  the charges. Council 
understands the extreme importance 
of  hotel development in Aurora and 
the positive impact this will have on 
local businesses.

Development of  a hotel is one of  
our main focuses and we are working 
collaboratively to achieve this goal.

Stay connected to find out what’s 
happening in Aurora. Visit the Town’s 
website, read the local Notice Board, 
subscribe to our social media feeds and 
sign up for our monthly e-newsletter, 
Aurora Matters. 

Stay tuned to In Good Company for 
more information about Aurora.

As I write this column, the first 
Budget of  this government is about 
to be released. Yet, I will leave 
commenting on that Budget for 
another day.  

Since my last column, I have had the 
opportunity to take part in a number 
of  community events, and I thoroughly 
enjoy participating in these types of  
events. They shine a light on the many 
positive organizations and people we 
are lucky to have in our community.

Recently, I was proud to participate 
in the 360⁰ Experience in support of  
360⁰Kids programs and services for 
at-risk and homeless youth in York 
Region.

I spent a night as a homeless youth, 
and had to make my way around 
various shelters,  seeking warmth 
in coffee shops, and navigating local 
transit in York Region.

I spent the night sleeping outside 
in the snow, with only a tarp  and 
sleeping bag.

This experience was eye-opening 
for me. Homelessness is a real issue 
right here. Fortunately, when the 
night was over, I could return to my 
home, which is not an option for so 
many homeless youth. ‎

I commend 360⁰Kids, York Region 

and Michael Braithwaite, Executive 
Director at 360⁰kids, for the great 
work they are doing.  Nearly $100,000 
was raised during the 360⁰ Experience, 
which I and many others took part in.

To find out more about this 
organization, please visit 
www.360kids.ca.

Another one of  the many great 
events I was fortunate enough to 
attend was Neighbourhood Network`s 
Collaboration Day.

Neighbourhood Network is a 
fantastic organization based in Aurora 
which, among other things, connects 
volunteers with organizations.

I was honoured to take part in its 
government panel discussion, and 

hope that I was able to contribute in 
some small way to the event. As often 
is the case, I was overwhelmed by 
the quality of  the organizations and 
people who take part in this event.

Congratulations to Neighbourhood 
Network for organizing a successful 
meeting.  To get involved, please visit 
neighbourhoodnetwork.org.

Neighbourhood Network and 
360⁰Kids York Region are two 
examples of  the many organizations 
here in our community that are doing 
great work, and also highlight the 
importance of  volunteerism.

In April, we will be celebrating 
National Volunteer Week, between 
April 10 and 16.

I urge you to consider getting 
involved in volunteering. There are 
so many ways to do so in Aurora. You 
will be helping groups and people that 
need the help - but you will also feel 
good about doing it.  

Please do not hesitate to contact 
our office for further information, or 
for any other reason.  

 
You can reach us at: 

16600 Bayview Avenue, Suite 202
Newmarket, Ontario 

905-953-7515

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

Easter Egg-spectations

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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It was a nice spring day in late 
March and I was walking in the 
Arboretum near Town Hall, when I 
came across the Easter Bunny.

He seemed a bit stressed, sitting 
hunched over on a bench with his 
paws fidgeting in his lap.

I’d run into him many times over 
the years in Aurora, and he always 
seemed to be dealing with some last-
minute crisis as he readied himself  
for the big weekend.

“So, are you all ready for Easter?” I 
asked, with some trepidation, taking 
a seat beside him.

“Yes,” he sighed. “Absolutely. All 
prepped and ready to go. No issues.”

Based on his appearance, it wasn’t 
the answer I was expecting. But I 
smiled at his response, and we sat in 
silence for a while, watching a robin 
hopping along on the other side of  
the path.

But he continued to seem in some 
distress, so eventually, although I 
hated to bring it up, I just had to say 
it.

“You realize,” I noted quietly, 
“every year there’s always an issue.”

His demeanour completely 
changed, and he broke down sobbing. 
“I know!”

Looking over with red-rimmed eyes 
he continued, “You’re right. There 
always is, isn’t there? No matter how 
well I plan things, something always 
seems to go wrong.”

“Remember the year I got the dates 
mixed up? And the time when I hid 
the eggs in the wrong place?”

He continued counting off  on  
one paw.

“And what about when I had 
too many eggs ready too soon, and 
couldn’t store them anywhere? Or 
when I set my clock backwards 
instead of  forwards at daylight 
savings and nearly missed my own 
egg hunt!”

“And then,” I reminded him, “there 
was the suggestion following the Jazz 
Fest in Town Park that Aurora was 
opening to competition the running 
of  all civic events, and you thought 
you’d be replaced in coordinating 
Easter?” 

“That was awful,” he agreed, with 
a shudder, and stared off  into the 
distance for a minute.

“I just can’t think of  what I’ve 
missed this year,” he cried eventually, 
pounding his little fists on the bench 
in frustration. “It’s killing me!”

“But I was just reading in The 
Auroran last week how organized you 
are this time,” I said. “You’ve ordered 
all the eggs, prizes and supplies, and 
have them at the right venue, don’t 

you?”
“Yes.”
“And all the games and events are 

planned? And the baby chicks and 
bunnies safely on hand?”

Another nod.
“The Girl Guides and other 

volunteers are ready to help out, and 
the Optimists are lined up for the 
pancake breakfast?”

“I’ve taken care of  all that,” he 
sighed.

He seemed to have everything 
under control. However, with his 
track record, I couldn’t blame him 
for worrying.

“Maybe this is the year you turn 
the corner and start fresh with an 
issue-free event,” I said, with as much 
encouragement as I could muster. 
“After all, with all your experience 
and hard work, it was bound to 
happen.”

“Maybe,” he conceded. “But I’m 
going to take another look, and make 
sure I haven’t missed anything.”

With that, he hopped off  the bench 
and headed off  in the direction of  the 
Seniors’ Centre.

It would be great for him to have a 
successful day, but at the very least 
his being stressed out was an Aurora 
Easter tradition that seemed to be 
continuing for another year.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

The Aurora 
Museum 

& Archives 
celebrates…

Doctors’ Day
(Wednesday,  

March 30)

This doctor’s bag belonged to Dr. 
Boulding, who practiced in Aurora 
from 1920 to 1945. It was donated 

to the collection by the widow 
of Dr. Crawford Rose, along with 
the medical equipment pictured. 
The book is Elbert Hubbard’s “The 
Doctors: A Satire in Four Seizures” 

written in 1909. Have more  
information about Dr. Boulding  

or Dr. Rose? Let us know at  
letters@auroran.com.

Which U.S. candidate would be 
best for Canada-U.S. relations?

A) Hillary Clinton  B) Ted Cruz
C) John Kasich  D) Bernie Sanders

E) Donald Trump
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  Briefly

phone # 905-833-0033
www.taramccarthyrealestate.com

164 Kingsworth $2,588,000

52 Manitou $2,598,000

15 Watch Hill $3,600,000 102 Manitou $2,850,000

72 Chelsea $3,298,000

171 Kingscross $2,598,000

Laceby Real Estate Brokerage

Brought to you by The Aurora Chamber of Commerce.
Facilities and refreshments sponsored by Thompson Funeral Home.

POST-BUDGET 
ANALYSIS and Q&A

Reserve Your Seat Today: 
905.727.7262

or at aurorachamber.on.ca

Please join us for a post-budget analysis and Q & A
with Leona Alleslev, MP Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

and Kyle Peterson, MP Newmarket-Aurora
 

Friday, April 1, 2016
7:30 a.m. – 9 a.m.

Learn more about 

THE NEW FEDERAL BUDGET

Morning refreshments will be served
Limited seating available.

Thompson Funeral Home, 530 Industrial Pkwy South, 
At Yonge Street, Aurora

Liberal government’s first Federal 
Budget delivered Tuesday afternoon
it will be.”

Ahead of  the Budget, one 
particular tenet was leaked, namely 
the pledge to maintain retirement 
age at 65 rather than the anticipated 
change to 67 floated by the previous 
Conservative government. This was 
an issue Mr. Peterson said he heard 
voiced continually during the election 
campaign, with many Newmarket-
Aurora residents expressing “worry” 
about the impact such a change would 
have on them.

But, everything comes at a cost, 
and well before Tuesday’s budget, the 
Finance Minister announced deficits 
would be deeper than originally 
anticipated. In the weeks since then, 
Mr. Peterson says the “prevailing 
sentiment” from neighbours is “people 
don’t mind the spending if  it is spent 
on things that are worthwhile.”

“I think it is more important to 
invest in things that don’t seem as 
wasteful and I think people can live 
with deficits when they realise they 
are investments that are going to pay 
off  in the midterm to long-term, as 
opposed to money we may never see a 
return on,” he said.

Following the public input 
sessions, Mr. Peterson said common 
themes offered by residents were 
affordable housing, investments in 
infrastructure, such as broadband, 
as well as investments in green 
technology.

“A common theme I heard was 
whatever the spend is, or the 
investments are, make sure it either 
creates jobs or builds things we are 
going to need in the long-term,” he 
said. “That was the overall theme I 
got because the promise during the 
election was to spend a lot of  money, 
of  course, and I think people are 
generally supportive of  that as long 
as it is on the right thing.

“Transit is a big thing in Aurora and 
transportation is more than transit. It 
is not just something like the two-way 

GO train or anything like that, but it 
is also the overall approach to transit 
and how we can make transportation 
work for everybody. The more people 
take public transit, the less people 
[there are] on the highway and 
roadways, but we also have to improve 
the roadways and make sure they are 
serving the community as it grows. 

“People even talk about there being 
more commitment to cycling and 
other green means of  transportation 
as well, so that runs the gamut. There 
are also people who want to invest in 
affordable housing. Whether that is 
some way of  encouraging builders 
to build more affordable housing and 
the mix when they are building new 
developments, or whether it is directly 
investing in some community groups 
that are already building housing 
solutions in the community.”

Ahead of  the Budget, the Aurora 
Chamber of  Commerce echoed the call 
for increased infrastructure funding, 
sighting pre-budget submissions from 
the Ontario Chamber of  Commerce, 
which calls on the government to keep 
its commitment to infrastructure, 
clarify the small business tax cut, and 
“eliminate Ontario’s Federal fiscal 
gap when it comes to EI funding. 

Ontarians, they argue, contribute 
between $9.1 and $12.5 billion more 
than what they get back in terms of  
services. The Federal government 
“must correct this fiscal gap, as 
the current funding calculation 
places the province at an economic 
disadvantage,” they agree.

“Following through on 
infrastructure investments in Ontario 
should be the federal government’s 
top priority,” said Javed Khan, 
Chair of  the Aurora Chamber of  
Commerce Board of  Directors. “The 
federal government has committed 
to investing in infrastructure and, in 
order for Ontario’s economy to thrive, 
the province needs to see the federal 
government’s commitments come to 
fruition in the near future.”

WiFi eyed for Aurora light posts
By Brock Weir

WiFi could be coming to an Aurora 
light post near you – that is if  Aurora 
partners with Bell Canada to make it 
happen. 

Bell has approached several York 
Region municipalities, including 
Aurora, on possible partnerships to 
bring “small cell” technology to help 
relieve the pressure on their wireless 
networks. Since Aurora converted its 
street lights to an energy saving LED 
system last year, the new fixtures are 
essentially WiFi ready, now it is just a 
matter of  turning them on. 

“This is something we’re quite 
excited about,” said Anthony Ierullo, 
Aurora’s Manager of  Strategic 
Planning. “The Town has made an 
investment in LED infrastructure…
and an ancillary benefit of  that is 
these poles have WiFi capabilities that 
can be enabled with some hardware 
and software. The technology is 
enabled in the LED heads, but the 
infrastructure hasn’t been put in 
place.

“Bell Canada has really shown 
an interest in partnering with the 
municipalities and have launched 
a pilot project to leverage those 
potential WiFi networks to take some 
pressure off  their existing wireless 
networks. There is a significant 
concern with the wireless network 
providers about the amount of  traffic 
with smart phones running through 
their networks and the need to ramp 
up those networks. This type of  

partnership could potentially give 
them an opportunity to take some of  
that traffic off  their main network 
and onto this ancillary network, and 
potentially assist in not requiring as 
much infrastructure in the future.”

Infrastructure which may not be 
needed as frequently in the future 
include additional cell towers.

While many points of  a potential 
partnership need to be “clarified” 
before moving forward, Mr. Ierullo 
added the telecom company is 
“definitely interested” in carrying 
out talks and looking at benefits.

“There are potential options around 
public WiFi that could potentially 
come out of  it,” he added. “It’s an 
initiative we’re excited about and are 
chasing down.”

The potential program was recently 
brought to Aurora’s Economic 
Development Advisory Committee. 
There, Council members and citizen 
members offered their enthusiasm. 
Councillor John Abel, for instance, 
said such a partnership could address 
cell “shortcomings” along the Yonge 
Street component. 

Citizen member Marilee Harris, 
on the other hand, said she looked 
forward to seeing whether the Town 
of  Aurora could get a revenue stake 
in such an endeavour. 

“We’re talking about partnering 
with Bell to have them use this 
network to sell their services,” 
said Mr. Ierullo. “There may be a 
municipal component to it, but that is 
not what their interest is.”

ALLISTON MAN CHARGED IN SEXUAL ASSAULTS AGAINST VICTIMS WITH DISABILITIES
York Regional Police have charged a 44-year-old Alliston man with several historical sexual assaults against 

victims with disabilities. Former group home worker Jose Munoz-De-Rueda is due to appear at the Ontario Court 
of  Justice in Newmarket to answer the charges after the YRP received information on February 7 regarding 
several victims with cognitive and physical disabilities. Investigators have identified eight adult male and female 
victims who were sexually assaulted by the accused during a period between 2009 and 2013 when the accused 
was employed by Christian Horizon as a group home worker in several locations around York Region. He was 
arrested the same day. Investigators are seeking witnesses who may have more information and to ensure there 
are no further victims. The charges have not been proven in court. Anyone with information is asked to call York 
Regional Police’s Special Victims Unit – Sexual Assault Section at 1-866-876-5423 x7071, or contact Crime Stoppers 
anonymously at 1-800-222-TIPS. 

WILDLIFE TRAFFICKING SYMPOSIUM
Crime Stoppers York Region will host a public symposium next Thursday, March 31 at Newmarket Theatre 

from 6 – 9 p.m. to raise awareness about the growing and illicit trafficking of  wildlife in York Region. The wildlife 
being taken from York Region’s lakes, rivers, forests and wetlands include everything from bear and moose to 
rare and endangered turtles. Some of  the turtles most frequently targeted by traffickers include wood turtles and 
spotted turtles. The global illegal wildlife trade, which includes elephant ivory tusks, is estimated to be worth 
approximately $30 billion a year. Animals targeted by illegal traffickers include rare species prized by collectors 
and endangered animals killed for food. Jack Hurst, Chair of  Crime Stoppers of  York Region and the organizer 
of  the Symposium, adds that “people should watch for suspicious activity in natural areas, including off-trail 
activities, overnight parking, or anglers carrying unusual equipment such as snares or a large number of  buckets. 
We encourage people to get involved and help prevent the trafficking of  our wildlife.”
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Unlike our competitors, North Star 
exterior colours are designed to last. 
With a sophisticated application process, our 
colours won’t chip or peel like paint can over time.

Offer applies to Series 1000 Windows and all Patio Doors.

FREE
Exterior Colour  
Upgrade

HURRY!
DEAL ENDS APRIL 4!

Match your home’s personality perfectly!

Refresh your 
home with a 
FREE exterior 
colour upgrade  
on windows and 
patio doors.

We supply and install – FREE quotes!

 • Custom Entry Doors 
 • Custom Kitchen and Bath 
 • Complete Building Supplies 
 • Beaver Homes and Cottages
  

289 Wellington Street East, Aurora 
905-727-4751

Home Owners helping Homeowners 
with expert adviceBring Us Your Plans!

Wehave the selection you need

AAAuuurrrooorrraaa
Aurora Home Hardware 

Building Centre

COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST
905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CGA CGA,LPA

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

Tough issues to be tackled 
head-on as Aurora debaters 
take on world

By Brock Weir

If  you want a barometer of  the world 
issues that are going to dominate 
the national and international 
conversation over the next year or so, 
consult with a local debating student.

As two Aurora students head 
this week to the World Debating 
Championships in Pittsburgh, they 
are among the 12 best debating 
students from across Canada set to 
take on their international peers, 
numbering between 80 and 100, on the 
issues that matter to them.

And, according to Country Day 
School debating teacher Kerstin 
Wyndham-West, these issues are often 
a precursor to a larger conversation. 

“What’s really fascinating to me 
is we tend to pick cutting edge topics 
and then, a year or two later, many of  
the solutions [the students] propose 
are actually put into play and we see 
them discussed in the national or 
world forum,” says Ms. Wyndham-
West, who is accompanying Aurora 
students Natalie Ganzhorn and 
Olivia Railton to the international 
competition. “It gives a sense of  hope 
for the future in the way these guys are 
tackling issues that are so important 
and hopefully make a difference.”

These students do not shy away 
from tackling these problems head-
on. 

A key component of  the Worlds is a 
persuasive speech in which students 
are tasked to come up with a topic, 
take a position, and bring judges 
around to their way of  thinking. 
Natalie is taking on the topic of  
female genital mutilation not just in 
the developing world, but all around 
the globe.

“The speech is geared very much 
towards, yes, it is an uncomfortable 
topic, but because we don’t talk about 
it, it continues to be a real problem,” 
says Ms. Wyndham-West. “It is still 
happening here as well as in other 
places around the world and [this will 
be about] what we can do to solve the 
problem.”

Olivia, on the other hand, is 
tackling the vast and growing world 
of  cyber-terrorism.

Olivia recently returned from the 
Nationals in Winnipeg, where she 
won the National Public Speaking and 
Debating Championship. There, she 
won with her persuasive speech on 
juvenile incarceration in Canada and 
the United States, arguing offenders 
who get put in prison before the 
age of  18 have an 80 per cent higher 
chance of  reoffending because they 
“just grow to hate police officers, hate 
authority, and hate adults – an awful 
situation. We need to focus on making 
kids better, not sticking them in jail.”

While in Winnipeg, Olivia and 
many of  the other competitors, had 
a chance to go through the Human 
Rights Museum, which was a 
particularly moving experience for 
those taking aim at issues related to 
just that.

“There is quite an emphasis 
on native culture and community 
because there are quite a few 
Aboriginal groups native to around 
that area,” says Olivia. “[Aboriginal 
rights] is a huge issue in Canada with 
the fact we have a million people who 
don’t have access to clean water and 
we think we’re a first world country. 
We have a ridiculous native suicide 

rate and a ridiculous native rate of  
mental illness, alcoholism and drug 
abuse just because people aren’t 
giving them the support they need.”

Following the visit to the 
Human Rights museum, Olivia was 
challenged with arguing against 
the resolution “governments should 
not take into account the opinions 
of  local residents when building 
nationally beneficial works.”

“If  I am wanting to build some huge 
infrastructure like the Keystone XL 
Pipeline through sacred native land, 
I shouldn’t listen to what the Natives 
are saying? Obviously we should 
listen to the people. [Aboriginal 
rights] is one of  the most pressing 
issues in Canada. We pride ourselves 
on being this amazing, inclusive 
nation, but we have so many people 
who are struggling and I think we 
definitely need to do more to help 
these people.”

As the students prepared their 
talking points last week, they also 
looked forward to reconnecting with 
some familiar faces from around 
the world who are regulars on the 
debating circuit as well. As Natalie 
prepares to head off  to her post-
secondary career after this term, 
Olivia said she was looking forward 
to taking on the world with her long-
time friend – and co-president of  the 
CDS debate team – one last time. 

Ms. Wyndam-West was also looking 
on with pride.

“It makes us incredibly proud,” 
she says. “I have been doing this for 
a really long time and I have been 
lucky enough that I think in the last 
nine years we have had at least one 
student qualify for the Worlds. When 
you only have one coming from all of  
Canada is pretty cool, and they have 
all gone on to do some really cool 
things and the majority of  them are 
advocates in some way for those who 
are less fortunate.”

DEBATING CHAMPS
This week, Canada is sending twelve of its best debaters to the World Debating Championships 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania – and two of the twelve are from Aurora. Representing the area on 
the world stage are Grade 11 student Olivia Railton and Grade 12 student Natalie Ganzhorn, 
both of Country Day School. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir

expect it to target?  York Region is the 
third largest municipality in Ontario, 
the sixth largest in Canada. It has a 
population greater than five of  the 10 
provinces. The Region’s 2015 budget 
was $2.72 Billion.

In 2014, the then Chair, Bill Fisch, 
was paid $225,000, one of  the highest 
paid political positions in the country.

It can reasonably be argued that 
the Chair of  York Region is the most 
powerful unelected political position in 
Canada.

Well, here’s one argument for you 
to think over Mr. Mayor - it is 2016 not 
1816. 

Len Bulmer
Aurora

Letter to  the  editor
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April 15  8 pm concert May 6  8pm concert

Music 
at the Aurora 

Cultural Centre

For tickets/info: 905 713-1818

Generously sponsored byGenerously sponsored by
Bonnie & Norbert Kraft

Music & Events
De Temps Antan
Time-honoured 
‘trad’ music from 
Québec, with a 
contemporary dose 
of joie de vivre!

auroraculturalcentre.ca  | 22 Church Street, Aurora
HST applicable on all tickets - CD’s available

April 1 8 pm concert
John Sheard presents
The American 
Songbook 
From Hoagy 
to Berlin to Gershwin...
Classics - all of them

$25 Advance | $30 Day of Concert | Cash Bar

Great Artist Music 
Series presents
The Brasil 
Guitar Duo 
Acoustic Artistry

$28 Senior/Student | $34 Adult $28 Advance | $32 Day of Concert | Cash Bar

With special guests 
Reid Jamieson 
and Michael Louis Johnson

THE AURORAN   ARTS & CULTURE

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
MTO Licenced

& Approved Course Provider

When you sign up 
with a friend

99 $
course 

discount 

Beginner Driver Education

Hogan’s Inn

HOGAN’S INN • 12998 KEELE ST. KING CITY • THE HUNT PUB

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm; Sun. 11am-8pm • Hunt Pub open until 2am weekends

CATERING AVAILABLE – ASK FOR DETAILS

Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

Complimentary 

Valet Parking 

Friday & Saturday

Friday, March 22 ~ 
DJ Tommy Thompson

Saturday, March 23 ~ Billik 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Easter Weekend
Join us for

GOOD FRIDAY OPEN FROM 4PM.  LIVE BAND IN THE PUB.

Easter Sunday brunch from 11am - 2pm.  
Select varieties of eggs benedict.

Easter Dinner includes 
leg of lamb, roast beef, or ham dinners.

If market volatility is making you second-guess your 
investments, contact us today for a free, objective evaluation 
of your portfolio. 

An unbiased review can help you answer key questions, 
including:

■■ Is your portolio on the right track?

■■ Are you taking too much risk?

■■ Which investments are likely to recover – and which  
ones aren’t?

Call today for your free second opinion service.

ExlEr WEalth ManagEMEnt group 
of rBC DoMinion SECuritiES
 
John ExlEr, Cfp, CiM

Associate Portfolio Manager 
905-841-5771 
john.exler@rbc.com

EilEEn VarDon, pfp

Associate Investment Advisor 
905-841-8140 
eileen.vardon@rbc.com

Get a professional second opinion on your portfolio

Questioning
Your investments?

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection 
Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ®Registered 
trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. 2016 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 16_90409_JHN_001 

Is your portfolio on the right track?

Cultural Precinct comes into focus with new museum exhibition
By Brock Weir

150 years ago this year, the Fenian 
Brotherhood launched a series of  raids 
throughout what is now Canada, to 
provoke Great Britain to withdraw from 
Ireland.

The British, however, were quick to 
respond and, by 1871, put an end to the 
raids.

Amid the British victories, members 
of  the Aurora Infantry Company, now 
part of  the Queen’s York Rangers, were 
celebrated at Town Park with a huge 
community celebration welcoming them 
home.

Over a century-and-a-half  on, their 
medal will take pride of  place among a 
myriad of  objects and photographs with 
close ties to Aurora’s “Cultural Precinct” 
in the new exhibition from the Aurora 
Museum and Archives entitled Built 
Culture: Memories of  the Precinct.

The new exhibition, which opens 
this Wednesday, March 30, with an 
opening reception running in the Aurora 
Cultural Centre’s Brevik Hall from 3 – 6 
p.m., examines over 160 years of  cultural 
activity within the Cultural Precinct 
Area of  Aurora’s historic downtown 
core. 

“We were presented with this project 
from [Aurora Museum and Archives 
curator] Shawna White,” says Michelle 
Johnson, a Master of  Museum Studies 
student at the University of  Toronto, who 
built the show along with fellow students 
Sarah Spotowski and Rebecca Frerotte, 
in collaboration with Ms. White. “The 
scope of  covering the Cultural Precinct 
seemed very timely. We went over a few 
different options on what to include in 
the exhibition, but the Precinct provided 
us with a wealth of  content and stories 

The new exhibition was put together by U of T students Sarah Spotowski, Michelle Johnson, and Rebecca 
Frerotte, pictured here with some of the items ready for the show, including old fire maps, information on the 
old Mechanics Hall and an original roundel from Church Street School.                          Auroran photo by Brock Weir

about both the uses of  the buildings and 
the history of  the architecture. 

“It is the intention of  this exhibition 
to be a sampling of  those stories that 
took place in the buildings, within the 
boundaries of  the precinct to act as 
a resource for the community, while 
discussions are happening around the 
precinct.”

Adds Ms. Frerote: “While the Town 
continues to look at the future of  the 
neighbourhood and make plans, this is 
taking a look back at what the Cultural 
Precinct has been in its 160 year history.”

Over the years, what is now described 
as the “Cultural Precinct” has meant 
different things to different people. 

The trio hit the ground running 
looking for key dates, exact uses of  
buildings in the area – both long-lost and 
extant – and how their uses evolved, such 
as the Mechanic’s Hall at the southeast 
corner of  Mosley Street and Victoria 
Street which has evolved from that early 
community hub, to the Aurora Lions 
Hall, to the Romanian Orthodox Church 
which now calls it home. 

“We wanted to tease out the stories 
that aren’t necessarily so obvious,” says 
Ms. Johnson.

Adds Ms. Frerote: “Our process was 
very site-centric to begin, so we divvied 
up the sites in the Precinct and had a lot 
of  fun really going through the archives 
and resources here at the museum. There 
are a lot of  recent artefacts that have 
come into the archives, like the Mortgage 
from Mechanics Hall, and it is great that 
we can handle the tangible history of  
these buildings through those ephemeral 
events that took place.”

Another important place to start were 
early fire maps for the Town of  Aurora, 
notes Ms. Spotowski, which chart which 
structures were on every plot of  land in 
Aurora at any given time for insurance 
purposes. It helped understand the 
footprint, how things changed, and 
uncovered small but interesting details. 

She was most interested with the people, 
she says, and these maps kick-started 
further discoveries into local teachers, 
hoteliers, and other people who were 
community leaders within the Precinct 
area.

“While researching Church Street 
School and Aurora Public School, there 
was a collection donated by a former 
teacher, Donald Webster, and it was 
really enlightening to see how education 
in Ontario in the 1930s was,” she says, 
noting additional archival materials 
included school newspapers charting 
issues within each area schools from big 
ticket items to seemingly trivial matters. 
“There was a selection of  student 
newspapers he supervised them printing 
and those students complaining how the 
school was too small and all of  their little 
1930s problems were really great.

“The most interesting thing for me 
was learning about the actual people.”

As they put the finishing touches on 
the show ahead of  next week’s opening, 
the three Masters students agree that 
this exhibition is the “capstone” to their 
education, which has allowed them to 
really feel the value of  making those 
connections between archives, museums, 
and the community around them. 

“We worked with a core of  five people 
who aren’t actually employees of  the 
museum that have just been amazing in 
giving us extra bits of  information when 
we need it, filling in holes, answering 
our questions, and it is just so lovely to 
see the community come together over a 
shared history,” says Ms. Spotowski.

Adds Ms. Johnson: “It was a true 
collaborative relationship with Shawna. 
She really mentored us through the 
process to let us know what high 
standards look like in terms of  research, 
talking to people and getting facts right. 
I know I definitively feel comfortable 
going out into the world as a museum 
professional having done an exhibition 
like this so comprehensive in scope.” 
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FLIGHT 

It could be a pair of track shoes, a theatrical costume, or maybe even a robotics set. 
If your child has a passion for something, we will harness it and take it to a whole 
new level. We will essentially attach a big set of sub-woofers to it and allow it to be 
amplifi ed to the world. If they have yet to fi nd it, we will dig down deep and explore all 
the possibilities, and not stop until we unearth that one thing that opens their mind and 
their eyes as big as humanly possible. It’s an incredible place to discover big, dreamy 
answers to the question,

WHO WILL YOU BE?
cds.on.ca/whowillyoube

The Country Day School offers JK-12 in 
a co-ed, non-denominational environment 
located on 100 beautiful acres in King.

13415 Dufferin St., King, ON  L7B 1K5
T: 905 833 1972   www.cds.on.ca

AT THE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

JOIN US AT 
AN OPEN HOUSE 

April 7
9 am – 11 am

CDS_KingWeeklySentinel_2015-09-25_FINAL.indd   2 9/21/15   5:52 PM

Total Tennis programs offer 

professional tennis instruction 

with a motivational approach 

(ages 3 and over)

New This Year  – Tots Tennis for 3 to 4 

year olds – maximum 4 per class & 

Free small racquet 

per player

Free Racquet for each Jr. 

Player who registers for two 

lessons per week 

(full session & not including 

‘Tots’ lesson)

Director Bill Maron
Bill has coached & directed tennis and camp programs for over 20 years in the Greater 
Toronto Area.  He was the Tennis Director at Timberlane Athletic Club in Aurora from 2007 
until it closed its doors at the end 2015.  Bill is certified by the Tennis Canada and the 
Ontario Tennis Association as a coach and an instructor and he is a member of the Tennis 
Professionals Association.  All Total Tennis coaches are certified by Tennis Canada.  
For program questions contact Bill:  bill@totaltennis.ca  or cell (416) 565-8774.

www.totaltennis.ca

Register with the Town of Aurora in one of the following ways:E-PLAY is On Line Registration at 
www.aurora.caF or Info (check availability) (905) 841-

7529 ext. 0 or (905) 726-4770 ext 0. In Person at Aurora Family Leisure  
Complex or Stronach Aurora Recreation ComplexAll programs are at Fleury Park Courts (The park behind and south of the 
Aurora Community Centre)See detailed information in the  Leisure Guide

CELEBRATING OUR 15TH YEAR 
WITH THE 

TOWN OF AURORA

CELEBRATING OUR 15TH YEAR 

Coaches 

Vitaly & Jordan 

are looking forward to 

another great year!

Tigers forward Formenton signs with OHL’s Knights
By Jake Courtepatte

Alex Formenton is taking the 
next step in his hockey career after a 
successful season with the Junior A 
Aurora Tigers.

London Knights General Manager 
Basil McRae announced last week the 
team signed Formenton to an OHL 
Standard Player’s Agreement, one year 
after drafting him in the OHL Priority 
Selection draft.

The King City native, a natural left-
winger, spent the 2015-16 season with 
the Tigers after a productive Minor 
Midget campaign with the Mississauga 
Rebels one year earlier.

Through one season in the OJHL, 
Formenton put up thirteen goals and 
thirteen assists in 54 games. 

He added two more goals in the 
2016 postseason, through the Tigers’ 

six-game opening series with the 
Wellington Dukes. 

Over the course of  his career, 
playing in both the OJHL and GTHL, 
Formenton has a total of  84 points 
and 160 PIMS in 127 combined regular 
season and playoff  games.

“Proud to be a part of  the London 
Knights,” Formenton said in a tweet. 
“Can’t wait to get things started and 
wear the logo next year.”

While the Tigers had a disappointing 
early exit in the OJHL playoffs, the 
major junior Knights open their 
postseason next week after finishing 
tied atop the OHL standings with the 
Erie Otters. 

The Knights took the 16-year old in 
the eleventh round, 216th overall in 
the 2015 draft. The OHL is ranked as 
the third-best developmental hockey 
league in North America, and the top 
among non-professional players.

Andonovski lifts Saints hockey  
to national title

By Jake Courtepatte

The St. Andrew’s College Saints 
concluded their 2016 first hockey 
campaign with yet another accolade.

The CISAA champions swept through 
all five of  their matchups in the National 
Independent School Championship 
(NISIC) over the weekend, taking the 
final 3 – 2 over Ridley College on home 
ice at LaBrier Arena Sunday.

Facing a divisional foe in Appleby 
College twice in round robin play, the 
Saints were victorious both times in 6 – 
5 and 4 – 3 games. Outside of  the CISAA, 
the Saints were also perfect, defeating 
two Quebec teams in Ulysse Prep and 
Bishops College School.

Sunday’s final at LaBrier had SAC’s 
first major blip in the tournament, 
going down 1 – 0 less than a minute into 
the second period and unable to solve 
the Ridley tender.

Ryan O’Connell traded a goal with 
Ridley’s Matvev Skripchenko before 
the end of  the period, with the home 
team down 2 – 1 heading to the third.

 Felix Cote tied the game with ten 
minutes to go, and Corey Andonovski 
gave the Saints their first lead of  the 
game three minutes later on a solo 

effort.
Cole Chapman was a wall between 

the pipes, shutting down the Ridley 
offense for the rest of  the period and 
securing the victory. He made 39 stops 
on 41 shots faced.

Otto Saarimaa was named the James 
McCreath tournament MVP, and was 
joined by team captain Reid Yochim 
who was named a tournament All-Star.

The Saints entered and completed 
the tournament as the top-ranked team 
in the country by MyHockey rankings.

Alex Formenton follows the puck behind the net in the Aurora Tigers’ first round OJHL series with the 
Wellington Dukes in early March. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

Regan Kimens plants himself in front of the Apple-
by College net in the opening game of the Nation-
al Independent School Championships at LaBrier 
Arena.                    Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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Not all types of plastic  
are recyclable in your blue box.
Toys, utensils and plastic wrap are just a few items NOT accepted in the blue box.  
Plastic that cannot be recycled or reused should go in the garbage. 
For more information on what can go in your blue box,  
please visit york.ca/bluebox or call 1-866-665-6752

Space provided through a partnership  
between industry and Ontario municipalities  

to support waste diversion programs.

You’re  
just not  
my type

BETTER BLUE STARTS WITH YOU

By Brock Weir

With the hockey season winding 
up, kids across York Region are 
gearing up for soccer season and 
some local players will have a little 
bit of  extra fun in the pre-season 
thanks to Mary Rourke and Hollis 
Wealth Aurora. 

Ms. Rourke welcomed Sebastian 
Gobbels, a member of  the Aurora 
Youth Soccer Club’s 2002 Boys 
OPDL (Ontario Player Development 
League) Team, along with his mom 
Kelly, to her Industrial Parkway 
South office on Thursday to make a 
$500 contribution to the team.

As they received the cheque, 
Sebastian was grinning from ear 
to ear as he knew where the money 
was going.

“It is going to the team in general, 
but right now we’re using the funds 
for a pre-season camp at Teen Ranch 
in Caledon,” said Kelly. “It is a great 
thing they do the weekend before 
their season starts. They have two 
nights there for team bonding, 
have their days filled with soccer 
activities, and finish up with a game. 

“Last year, there were different 
boys who hadn’t played together 
but before the end of  the weekend 
they came out like glue, which was 
amazing to watch.”

This year, the team welcomes a 
handful of  newer members, so there 
will be fresh faces to join in the fun. 

The Aurora Youth Soccer Club 
is the latest community group to 
receive a donation from Ms. Rourke 
and Aurora Hollis Wealth. The 
company donates money to charities 
on a rotating business each year.

“There is so much need out there 
we tend not to focus on one area, but 
rotate our critical dollars in a way 
that addresses some of  the needs 
out there,” she said. “This year, we 
wanted to focus on our community, 
in particular the area of  youth 
sport.

“We very much like to focus our 
dollars preferably where it relates 
to youth, children. The Aurora 
Youth Soccer Club does a lot of  work 
around Youth sport. In the past, 
we have donated to mental health 
initiatives as it relates to youth, as 
well as places like the United Way of  
Toronto [and] Habitat for Humanity 
have been on our charitable giving 
list in the past. Need and where we 
can focus those dollars on children 
and youth has been very much part 
of  our focus here.”

This contribution, both women 
hope, will lead to an enduring 
relationship between the AYSC and 
Aurora Hollis Wealth.

Young soccer players gear up for the 
pre-season thanks to local contribution

Minor Midget AA Tigers get even 
in York-Simcoe final

By Jake Courtepatte

A late third period goal on Sunday 
at the Stronach Aurora Recreation 
Complex has the Minor Midget AA 
Tigers back in York-Simcoe contention.

The Tigers opened the YSMHL final 
series with the Whitchurch-Stouffville 
Clippers on Friday, edged out 4 – 2 on 
the road. The first-to-six-points series 
moved to the SARC for Game 2, an 
afternoon game that drew a big crowd 
for both sides.

It didn’t take long for the Tigers to 
strike.

Less than a minute in and already 
on the powerplay, Matthew Ferry made 
a nice move to wait out the Clippers 
goaltender while coming out from the 
side of  the net to make it 1 – 0.

That score would hold up for more 
than two periods, despite multiple two-
man advantages for the Tigers. At the 
other end, John Hopkinson kept the 
Clippers at bay with some solid rebound 

control.
With nine minutes to go and the 

Tigers unable to clear the puck from 
their zone, he was finally beaten while 
on his back during a scramble in front 
of  the net.

Peter Chimienti thought he took the 
lead for Aurora on the very next shift, 
taking a couple whacks at the puck, but 
with a referee’s conference deciding the 
puck never crossed the line.

It wouldn’t mean much in the end, 
however, as the game winner came off  
the stick of  Parker Boland with five 
minutes to go, a one-timer from the slot 
for the 2 – 1 victory.

With the series now tied at two points 
apiece, the Tigers return to Stouffville 
for Game 3. Game 4 will be played 
Thursday at 7:55p.m. at the SARC, while 
if  necessary, Game 5 will head back to 
Stouffville on Saturday.

For schedules, visit www.
auroraminorhockey.com.

Kelly and Sebastian Gobbels accept the donation from Mary Rourke, right, at her Industrial  
Parkway South office. 					          Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Connor Steed carries the puck out of 
the Aurora end at the SARC on Sun-
day against the Whitchurch-Stouffville  
Clippers. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Our continuing commitment to quality products may mean a change in specifications without notice.  
© 2014                                                                         · Houston, Texas  ·  USA ·  www.daikincomfort.com

COMFORT FOR LIFE

The incredible  
shrinking furnace.
Daikin brand compact 34.5” short high-ef�ciency 
gas furnaces make installations simple, saves 
space and delivers optimum comfort! And, it’s 97% 
ef�cient.

*Rebates on Now!
* Call for details
136 Wellington Street E. #4

905-727-4258 | www.tholiver.com

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $34.95

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

The Chicken Place

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad 

French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

Double OT winner nets OHL Cup for 
Express

By Jake Courtepatte

Over seventy minutes of  two-goal, 
deadlocked hockey came to an abrupt 
end Monday night in anti-climactic 
fashion.

Rhys Forhan’s goal late in the 
second overtime period, his second 
of  the night, clinched the prestigious 
OHL Cup for the York-Simcoe 
Express: the club’s first since 2004.

It came as an unassuming wrister 
that snuck under the pad of  Toronto 
Marlboro’s goaltender Elliott Tang, 
with the referee calling it a goal after 
seeing the puck over the line while 
the play was dead.

“I didn’t see anything, I just shot it 
and hoped it went in,” said Forhan, 
a call-up for the Junior A Aurora 
Tigers this season. “It feels amazing, 
there’s no place I’d rather be. Doing 
it for the boys is amazing and being 
able to capitalize in front of  everyone, 
there’s no feeling like it.”

It capped off  a 2 – 1 win for the 

Minor Midget AAA Express, who 
went down 1 – 0 in the first period 
when goaltender Andrei Berezinskiy 
was beaten over the shoulder by 
defenceman Pierre-Luc Forget.

It took the Express until the final 
half  of  the third period to get on 
the board, Forhan potting one just 
after a powerplay that saw sustained 
pressure in the Marlies end.

Berezinskiy was challenged a 
handful of  times in the final minute 
of  regulation, keeping the puck out to 
bring the game to its first ten minute 
4-on-4 overtime period.

Seventeen minutes later, in the 
first OHL Cup championship to ever 
require double overtime, Forhan 
and his teammates celebrated the 
winning goal that even he did not 
initially know went in.

The stunned Marlboros team 
refused to leave their bench for close 
to five minutes after the winner in 
protest, but eventually made their 
way onto the ice for a group photo 
with the winning squad.

“The year we’ve had, it’s been a 
dream year,” said York Simcoe head 
coach Rob Shilton. “It’s hard to even 
describe what a great experience this 
has been. There’s a number of  guys 
here who have been with our program 
for six, seven years now and it’s so 
satisfying to see everybody rewarded 
for their hard work.”

 “I’ve been working towards this 
my whole life, ever since I started 
playing hockey,” said Forhan. 
“There’s no better feeling than right 
now.”

Forhan suited up in two games for 
the Tigers this season, notching one 
assist and four penalty minutes.

The Marlies, playing in their tenth 
straight OHL Cup Championship and 
having won in back-to-back years, 
met a wall in Berezinskiy, who made 
39 saves on 40 shots to earn OHL 
Cup MVP honours. He was joined 
on the tournament All-Star team by 
blueliner Justin MacPherson.

With the win, the Express were 
able to complete the rare “Triple 
Crown” of  AAA hockey, winning the 
Silver Stick in January, the OMHAs 
earlier this month, and the OHL Cup.

Lenses
 and much more!

*



THE AURORAN, Thursday, March 24, 2016THE AURORAN, Thursday, March 24, 2016Page  12             Page 13

From page 1
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• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 
• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

Come for the HORSES

LESSONS

Call or email for details www.ridgewoodfarm.ca 
      905-727-8231

SIGN UP NOW!

Ridgewood 
Farm

SPRING Horse Back Riding 

$165 for a 
Month of LessonsOnlyStay for the fun!

 T.C.'S 
BURGERS 

EST. '93 
15198 YONGE STREET, 

AURORA, ONTARIO 
 

905-841-1380 
 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 
SINCE 1993! 

 
COME IN TO ENJOY  
GREAT BURGERS, 

DELICIOUS HOMEMADE 
SOUVLAKI,  
AND MORE! 

EAT IN OR CALL AHEAD FOR 
PICKUP! 

 

strategies in the document.
Rather than hiring a Sport 

Development Officer to oversee the 
implementation, Al Downey, Aurora’s 
Director of  Parks and Recreation, 
recommends Council go with a $56,000 
contract with Sport Aurora, the 
umbrella group which represents the 
majority of  local sports teams and 
clubs, to carry out some of  the initial 
priorities.

The Sports Plan suggests there is 
a shift coming in the types of  sports 
Aurorans will embrace and, according 
to Mr. Downey, it is important for 
Aurora to be ahead of  the curve.

“Aurora needs to pay attention to 
some of  the changing demographics 
that are coming to this community, 
whether that is a changing age 
group [as] we move towards a senior 
population, whether that is a changing 
culture,” he said. “Many of  the new 
residents that are moving into the 
Town of  Aurora are of  Asian descent. 
We have to start looking at what 
recreational opportunities might be 
available to them. We have a growing 
Russian population. How do we deal 
with some of  their changing needs?

“Traditionally, we built soccer fields, 
baseball diamonds and hockey rinks, 
and have built those in response to the 

desires of  the user groups. We need to 
start looking at whether that is the plan 
for the future and whether or not we 
need to start looking at making some 
changes to those facilities and whether 
we need to start looking at the creation 
of  some alternate facilities in order 
to address some of  those changing 
cultural and demographic needs in 
response to the changing demographic 
patterns that are going on in Aurora.”

Citing the City of  Brampton, Mr. 
Downey said they weren’t paying 
attention to changing demographics 
and built facilities that are no longer 
being used as they once were.

The recommendation in the draft 
Sports Plan called for the training 
of  staff  and volunteers to work with 
“culturally diverse groups to better 
understand their sports needs and 
look to other communities within the 
Region that have responded to changing 
demographics by providing both 
culturally appropriate sports and an 
introduction to traditional Canadian 
sports.”

The wording of  this recommendation, 
however, rankled Councillor Jeff  Thom 
who suggested this be reworded to the 
training of  staff  and volunteers “to 
encourage and facilitate Aurorans 
of  all backgrounds to participate in 
sports.”

“I can appreciate the need to look at 
best practices from other municipalities 
on reaching out to cultural backgrounds 
or immigrants or new Canadians with 
respect to having them be included 
in municipal activities, including 
sports, so I appreciate that,” he said. 
“[But] sports transcend culture, in my 
opinion. I think we do provide a very 
wide variety of  sports that appeal to 
many culturally diverse backgrounds 
and I wouldn’t characterize them as 
being traditional Canadian sports or 
being culturally appropriate sports. 
They are sports and they appeal to a 
wide variety of  cultural backgrounds. 

“There may be sports we don’t 
currently offer that some groups in the 
community might want to see, but I 
just don’t see why we have to approach 
it from a cultural basis. To me, if  the 
Australian community is clamoring 
for Australian Rules football fields be 
constructed…then we, as a Council, 
can certainly look for the need of  such 
facilities and we can move forward as 
necessary. We do that all the time.”

Elsewhere in the sports plan, 
a healthy community through 
collaboration is key. 

The Plan itself, borne out of  a 
notice of  motion from Councillor 
Michael Thompson, sets short, 
medium, and long-range goals for 
a healthy community as well as 
making Aurora a sports destination. 
A sport development officer was a 

position advocated for during the 
last municipal election by several 
candidates, including Councillor 
Thompson.

Among the recommendations 
within the plan are the development 
of  a formal “Aurora Sports Policy” 
which delves into the full role sport 
plays in the community – from sports 
clubs, to health, to business – and how 
to address each level’s responsibilities. 
It also calls for the reconstitution of  
Sport Aurora into a “Sport Council” 
with representation from the local 
sports community as a whole. 

“You might have your work 
cut out for you on that particular 
recommendation,” said Mayor Geoff  
Dawe to Mr. Downey as Council took 
its first sweep over the plan at the 
Committee Level.

Mr. Downey said there was no 
doubt that would be the case, but it 
is a principle he agrees with.

“I think that it is important that 
if  we do have a Sports Council that 
it have representation of  the sports 
community and not some of  the 
sports community,” said Mr. Downey. 
“That certainly is a discussion that 
is taking place in my office and with 
community groups.

“My goal would be to bring all the 
groups together and if  we need a new 
executive structure in order to make 
that happen, then that is something 
we should be pursuing.”

Early goals in sport plan should be carried out by Sport Aurora: recommendation

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

Are multi-term incumbents good for 
the electorates they ostensibly serve?

By that I mean, is it in the 
community’s long-term best interest 
to have the same MP, MPP or Mayor 
for three, four or even five terms in 
some cases? 

Given the amount of  deadwood that 
occupies a multitude of  elected offices, 
there are many that have renewed the 
call for setting term limits to avoid 
the inertia that results from political 
“lifers” that currently see elected 
office as a job for life.  

Personally, I am not sold on the idea 
of  restricting particular elected offices 
to a two-term limit; the whole “lame 
duck” period that results from term 
limited offices can be just as negative 
to governance systems, in my opinion, 
as the never-ending campaign mode 
that the political “lifers” engage in.

But, I can see why folks are agitating 
for it.

It’s because once someone has been 
elected, it can be difficult to unseat 
them – regardless of  how ineffectual 
she or he may be. 

A local MP, MPP or Mayor and 
Council can be literally phoning it in – 
just cutting ribbons, attending photo-
ops and picking up their paycheques 
– and yet still get re-elected, over and 
over. 

We’ve seen it in every community 
and at every level of  office.  There’s 
always the one guy that seems to do 
nothing for anyone and yet somehow, 
miraculously, gets re-elected.

And why?
Because no one pays any attention. 

There are always the folks that are 
involved, watch Council meetings, 
attend open houses held by their local 
MPP, read the information sent to 
them by their MP, and get informed 
– but, to be honest, they represent a 

Long-term Leaders

very small fraction of  the electorate.
The rest of  the less-than-half  of  

the electorate that bother to actually 
vote have no idea who they’re voting 
for. They simply vote for the name – 
any name, frankly – that they vaguely 
recognize, and then pat themselves on 
the back for voting.  

Does that sound harsh? Well, 
perhaps, but it’s true. How else to 
explain the election or continued re-
election of  “representatives” who 
represent nothing but themselves? 
McGill five, anyone?

It boggles the mind how uninvolved 
the average voter is in matters as 
they relate to how they are governed. 
The decisions made on their behalf  
shape every aspect of  their lives: who 
they can marry, whether we go to war 
or not, whether a lifesaving drug is 
covered by OHIP.  And yet, I guarantee 
you if  you polled 10 people on the 
street right now they could not name 
their MP, MPP and Mayor, let alone the 
eight members of  Council.

You know, the folks that set your 
property tax.

This is not to tar all leaders with the 
same brush. 

There are untold numbers MPs 
and MPPs and Council members 
who work bloody hard for their 
community – and Aurora has been 
and is lucky to have quite a few truly 
great representatives. 

But folks are tired of  those elected 
officials that are simply playing the 
part and not doing their part.  And I 
am tired of  the folks bemoaning the 
leadership they have, when they’ve 
never bothered to articulate the 
leadership they want.

On the broader scale, then, I 
encourage folks to really pay attention 
– get informed; get involved.  Because 
this is – after all – Our Town.
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It has taken us 
13 years to get 
74 followers 
on Facebook.
We are much better 
at social hour than 
social media.

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

COMING EVENTS

SATURDAY, MARCH 26
Hop on over to the Aurora Seniors’ Centre today from 

9.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. for the Town of  Aurora’s annual Easter 
Egg Hunt. $5 wristbands must be purchased in advance from 
the Aurora Family Leisure Complex or Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex. Enjoy a day of  egg hunting, special 
games, indoor activities, and a pancake breakfast cooked up 
by the Optimist Club of  Aurora. For more information, call 
905-726-4762.

THURSDAY, MARCH 31
The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker Series presents 

Victoria Freeman with Distant Relations: How My Ancestor 
Colonized North America. Victoria Freeman is a Canadian 
of  British settler heritage and is the author of  the book of  the 
same name. She currently teaches in the Canadian Studies 
Program at Glendon College and in the History department 
at York University. Tickets for tonight’s talk, which runs 
from 7 – 9 p.m. at Hillary House National Historic Site (15372 
Yonge Street) are $7 each, or $5 AHS member. For more 
information, visit aurorahs.com or call 905-727-8991.

SUNDAY, APRIL 3
Partagez le Français! This free French language 

conversation group welcomes adults from francophones to 
beginners looking to put their French language conversation 
skills into action. Francophones and stronger speakers are 
encouraged to share their French language skills with less 
strong speakers. 3 – 5 p.m. at Country Style Deli and Bistro 
(14980 Yonge Street). 

MONDAY, APRIL 4
The Aurora Community Arboretum will hold their 

Annual General Meeting this evening at Town Hall in the 
Holland Room beginning at 6.30 p.m. with a meet and greet. 
The formal meeting commences at 7 p.m. You must be a paid 
up member in order to vote at the meeting. Membership is 
$20 per year and funds go towards planting and maintaining 
the Arboretum. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6
The Money Talk$ series continues this evening at 7 p.m. 

at the Aurora Public Library with: What it means to be a 
passive investor. This free, informal monthly discussion and 
education group shares unbiased knowledge in economics 
and financial planning. Presentation followed by group 
discussion. For more information, contact the Library’s 
Adult Information Desk at 905-727-9494 x275.

THURSDAY, APRIL 14
The Regional Municipality of  York Greener Home and 

Garden Seminars return to show you how to make the most 
of  your outdoor living space. Discover how your property 
will blossom using water conservation techniques – and 
how beautiful gardens can be achieved with minimal effort. 
Free screening of  the award-winning documentary “Just 
Eat It”, 7 – 9 p.m. at Silver City Newmarket.

SATURDAY, APRIL 16
Aurora United Church Women are holding a book sale 

at Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street, today from 
10 a.m. to 2 .m. Choose from a wide selection of  second hand 
adult and children’s books at low prices. Stock up on your 
summer reading!

* * * * 
The York Symphony Orchestra presents the work of  

Tchaikovsky and some of  his most magnificent works. 
Maestro Denis Mastromonaco has invited the celebrated 
Toronto pianist Jerry Chen to provide some of  the 
fireworks, by performing the Russian master’s popular First 
Piano Concerto with the orchestra. Chen started playing the 
piano at the age of  4 and has studied with Nadia Dimovsky, 
Tanaya Tkachenko and Yaroslav Pugach. Jerry has won 
numerous awards in his piano career including top prize at 
the Canadian National Music Competition in both 2012 and 
2013, Grand Prize at Markham Music Festival, Grand Prize 
at Peel Music Competition, and First Prize at the Toronto 
Sinfonietta Concerto Competition. Concert begins tonight 
at 8 p.m. at Trinity Anglican Church. For tickets, call 416-
410-0860.

SUNDAY, APRIL 17
Partagez le Français! This free French language 

conversation group welcomes adults from francophones to 
beginners looking to put their French language conversation 
skills into action. Francophones and stronger speakers are 
encouraged to share their French language skills with less 
strong speakers. 3 – 5 p.m. at Country Style Deli and Bistro 
(14980 Yonge Street). 

SATURDAY, APRIL 23
The Aurora United Church, one of  three partners 

in the Interfaith Refugee Resettlers Group, welcomes 
the community to hear their the Aurora United Church 
Chancel Choir and Handbell Ensembles for “A Musical 
Journey” raising money for the refugee fund. The 
concert will take place at Trinity Anglican Church (799 
Victoria Street, Aurora) this evening at 7.30 p.m. Tickets 
are $20 and children 10 and under are free. For more 
information, call 905-727-1935. 

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Bathroom & Kitchen Accessories

ST. PATRICK’S DAY IN AURORA – Everybody felt a little bit Irish in Aurora on Thursday as St. Patrick’s Day celebrations kicked into overdrive. Before the green beer started flowing at several locations 
around Aurora, families came to the Aurora Cultural Centre for a day of themed activities, including Sophie, left, who was one of dozens of local kids to pick up paint brushes to create their own popsicle stick lepre-
chauns. (Centre) Upstairs, a harpist played to a good crowd in the Meridian Gallery, including Maria, Shayla, James and Samantha. (Right) After Happy Hour, Aw, Shucks! was hopping with revellers for a night of live 
music and a pint or two. There, party-goers had the opportunity to participate in a silent auction to benefit local student Kalea Kirsh, who is fundraising for a trip to Shad Valley to advance her science studies this 
summer. She is pictured here with Aurora designer Chole Vargas, who donated this hand-made leather backpack to the cause. 					                         Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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“April Ghouls” tour aims to led a voice to the voiceless on 
World Autism Day

By Brock Weir

Over 10 years ago, Dave Heard met 
a young man who was kicking and 
screaming on the floor.

At the time, the boy’s quality of  life 
could best be described as low. It was 
difficult for the young guy to find his 
place in the world, but David Heard was 
struck by his indomitable spirit.

They first met when Mr. Heard 
walked through the door of  Kerry’s 
Place Autism Services on Berczy Street 
and, over the next year and a half, they 
worked with a diligent team to improve 
this young man’s lot in life. By the time 
he was a teen, they were able to take him 
to fun events and participate in society.

His life, however, was cut short, and 
when Mr. Heard was “labouring over” 
the boy he supported, he was inspired 
by his spirit to create the Aurora Spirit 
Walk, a walking tour through Aurora’s 
quirky, kooky, and spooky past.

“He had such an incredible spirit and 
it was his incredible ability to overcome 
adversity having autism,” says Mr. 
Heard. 

These walks, which have become an 
enduring Aurora tradition, are typically 
held in the lead-up to Hallowe’en, but 
this year, the tour returns for a one-
night-only event April 2, beginning at 
Kerry’s Place in a special event to mark 
World Autism Day.

 “Recently, we had an individual, an 
early adult,” Mr. Heard continues. “She is 
non-verbal with autism, came to us over 
a year ago, and has now been diagnosed 
with ALS. With her, it suddenly hit me 
when World Autism Day came up, here 
are two people who have impacted my 
life and the team around them so greatly, 
that I contacted the people who helped 
me with the ghost tours to put something 
together.”

With everything unfolding the day 
after April Fools, everyone was on board 
for the one-off  “April Ghouls” tour.

“This is a one-shot deal to honour 
all the people who are gifted with ASD 
(Autism Spectrum Disorder) and it kind 
of  fits,” says Mr. Heard. “It starts in 

front of  Kerry’s Place and Kerry’s Place 
is part of  the old Sisman Shoe Factory. 
In autism, we always use the phrase, 
‘a walk in their shoes,’ the ability to be 
empathetic and know what someone 
else, especially someone with autism, 
how they function day to day. Most of  us 
couldn’t even imagine.

“In some ways, I think some people 
with autism are invisible. They struggle 
to find their place or be accepted in their 
community, or we try to make them fit 
in the community when it is their own 
community. How they fit is their choice.”

In many ways, this makes a ghost tour 
even more fitting. The spirits, he says, 
are invisible, and he sites a particular 
instance at the Filly & Firkin Pub when he 
says the spirit of  a woman came through 
with a message that had to be conveyed 
through non-verbal communication.

“I am going to take the spirit of  a lot of  
these stories, and people communicating 
these stories, but I am also going to 
communicate some incredible ways 
some of  the people I have met [have had 
an impact],” says Mr. Heard. “A lot of  
times, we only get to hear the negative 
stories. This is showcasing through 
street theatre a message wrapped around 
a little theatrics. I am going to do my 
darndest to get that message out there 
that these people are incredible people.

“At Kerry’s Place, we try to help 
individuals enhance the quality of  life 
for people with autism and it really is the 
opposite; people with autism, for almost 
a decade, have enhanced my quality of  
life because they have made me look at 
the world differently, that everybody 
deserves a chance, and the only way that 
chance can happen is through really good 
communication. And that is all I am good 
at – storytelling is the one gift I have that 
rises above all. I am going to be selfish for 
one day and, for the people who are non-

verbal, I am going to be their voice and 
hopefully I can help them be heard.”

To lend an ear to these voices, tickets 
for the April Ghouls tour are now on sale 
for $15. Proceeds support Kerry’s Place 
Autism Services. For more information, 
visit creepytours.com.

Senior Scape 
Jim L. Abram

I trust that all seniors are enjoying 
the spring weather!

We’ve had a mild winter with little 
snow, but don’t be fooled.

Don’t be overconfident. Mobility 
issues can make us vulnerable to 
falling, slipping and other hazards 
associated with aging.

I am a case example! I fell this 
winter in my own home and in a 
parking lot.

I was being careful, but, in 
retrospect, I should have been using 
my cane and been more respectful of  
the risks.

Don’t worry, I’m okay. I do worry 
though about all the seniors that fall 
at this time of  year regardless of  how 
much care we take. Spring sunshine 
doesn’t give us a getting-out-of-falling 
free card. So, don’t over-do it, stay off  
the ice and keep well.  

Cinderella – Seniorella Production
This wonderful, entertaining play 

features a cast and crew of  Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre members who share 
the love of  Community Theatre. 
This popular event takes place 
at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre on 
Friday, April 8, at 7.30 p.m. and again 
on Saturday, April 9, for a 2 p.m. 
matinee. Tickets are only $5 each and 
refreshments served after the play 
are included. What a great value! Get 
your tickets early, available at the 

Seniors’ Centre reception desk.
Don’t miss this always entertaining 

event! 
MAH-JONGG CLASSES RETURN!

It is interesting to note that Mah-
jongg, a fascinating and challenging 
game of  tiles that began over 5,000 
years ago in China has recently been 
deemed by gerontologists to be one of  
the best activities for stimulating the 
brain.

Who knew that having so much 
fun could be so worthwhile? My 
brain needs all the help it can get. 
What began several years ago at your 
Seniors’ Centre as a small group of  
just 4 players has grown to a dozen 
and more people who meet two 
afternoons a week to play the game, 
have a few laughs and even enjoy 
snacks from time to time!

The convenor, Heather Trusler and 
the other volunteers at the Seniors’ 
Centre are once again offering 
beginner lessons of  American Mah-
jongg. If  you are interested, please 
sign up at the reception desk by 
offering your name, phone number 
and email address. We have room for 
a maximum of  nine people -- weekly 
classes, from 10 a.m. to 11.30 and will 
start Wednesday April 6, and run for 
four weeks following.

There is no cost, aside from your 

Stay on Your Feet!

Continued on page 17

Historian David Heard 
File photo by Brock Weir
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CREMATION

DECKS

BLINDS & SHUTTERS

MORTGAGE

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

 
...anyday
any time 

Commercial 
Residential

FREE Estimate

GoodLife Contracting

Bathrooms

Kitchens

Call/Text 416-655-6065
goodlifecontracting@gmail.com
goodlifecontracting.weebly.com

DECKS - Professional 
Carpenter

416-677-7555
Renovations – Washrooms, Kitchens, Lower Levels

Hardwood, Refinishing
Hardwood, Laminate,

Stairs, Carpet, Tiles, Granite
Sales • Installation • Repairs

Why take a 
gas-guzzler? 

Hire an eco-friendly Hybrid for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $80.00 

Call Alan @ 416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
email: alan@eco-limo.ca   Website: Eco-Limo.ca

• 5 years warranty! 
• Over 10 years experience in construction fi eld 
• Increase the resale value of your home 
• Bring a fresh new look to your home

Call Richard (647) 703-6466   Email:  richard-tian@hotmail.com

$75 
EACH

Full renovations with permit.
Goldengate Property Development Inc.

$$75 POTLIGHT 
INSTALLATIONS

FAST & FREE ESTIMATES!

40%-60% 40%-60%40%-60%40%-60%
OFF 20 Years Experience

Custom Drapes. All Kind of Repairs

Silhouette Blinds
2” Horizontal Blinds
Silhouette BlindsSilhouette BlindsSilhouette Blinds

California Shutters
MONARCH DRAPERY DRAPES

 & BLINDS

Call Brian for Details 905-770-9363

MOVING
• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

PAINTING

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

LA
ND

SC
AP

E
GA

RD
EN

IN
G

KITCHEN & BATH

KARATE

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

           Call for Details 905-726-8886 

14800 Yonge Street Unit #135  905-726-8886

 

$1995

or
               Try our quick-start program: 
   • 3 Private Lessons, 
          • Karate Uniform, 
          • White Belt Assessment 
 and Welcome Gift all for

Winter 
Promotion

           Call for Details 905-726-8886 
Special

mon-fri: 9:30 - 6:00pm
sat: 10:30 - 6:30pm

36 Shelley Rd. Unit 4 Richmond Hill ON L4C 5G3

Our Showroom

KITCHEN & BATH 

Oct 1 - Dec 31
2015

35%
OFF

GET

Custom Made Cabinets
Manufacturer

Call Us 
Now

(905)
787-0008

F R E E  D E S I G N  /  E S T I M AT E
www.ffakitchencabinet.com info@ffakitchencabinet.com

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

Ramin Zarrinsaray
Mortgage Agent (Agent Lic. M15001998)
Mico Financial Corporation (FSCO# 11736)

647-949-7265  |  905-727-1686
ramin@micofi nancial.com

Serving the GTA, Richmond Hill, Aurora, NewmarketHVAC
Replace your old ineffi cient furnace 

with today’s highest effi ciency models
up to 98% afue

12 Years Parts & Labour Warranty 

and a $250.00 OPA Rebate. 

Immediate installation at the best prices.

Liscensed and Insured.  Aurora 905.727.4258

SKYLIGHTS
SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

RENOVATIONS

Girl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’s

$35
Wash, 

Cut 
& Blow 

Dry

$65 
Partial 

Highlights, 
Cut & 

BlowDry

$29 
Full Legs 

& 
Bikini 

Waxing

$50
Micro

dermabrasion 
& 

Facial

$200 
Full 

Body 
Laser

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Colour & Highlights
Perms & Updos
Cut & Blow Dry
Keratin Treatment
Hair Extensions
Japanese Hair Straightening
Bridal Hair & Make-Up
Permanent Make-up
Microdermabrasion & Facials
Laser Hair Removal
Waxing & Threading

905-726-2333
150 Hollidge Blvd, Unit C8, Aurora, ON, L4G 8A3  www.Girls-Guys.com

   SALON & SPA

� en please also stretch the 
phone to make it wider and 
lastly, remove her email, in-
stead place her website www.
Girls-Guys.com.

SALONS & SPAS

GARDHOUSE CARPENTRY & CONTRACTING

905-939-7844

HOME RENOVATIONS
WASHROOMS • KITCHENS

BASEMENT FINISHING
Quality Workmanship Since 1978

Email: david.gardhouse@sympatico.ca
www.gardhousecontracting.ca

 Love where

    you live!

General Contracting
& Renovation Services

Finished Basements
Total Home Renovations

Decks & Fences
Repairs & Maintenance

All custom work welcome!
No job too big
or too small!

References available

WSIB & Fully insured
Sean Gilmore:
905-758-0866

www.caparenovations.com

RENO
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From page 15

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Reporter  

with a passion for community, sports and news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local sports and community events.

Reporter  
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
zach@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Produce multiple stories and bylines each week. 

Some general stories may be required to meet editorial quotas.

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Coordinate and edit content and columns submitted for publication

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity, as the majority of the writing  
for this role will be on the local events in the Community.

• demonstrates quality work ethic
• commitment to support of staff professionally and personally 
• must be bondable • no evenings or weekends 
• competitive wages • kilometers paid 
• drivers and non-drivers needed 

Looking for keen and energetic people 
who enjoy cleaning 

905-967-0445

C o n s t ru c t i o n 
Company look-
ing for experi-
enced, knowledgable, 
on-site supervisor 
for the york region 
area. Please email 
resume to: stephe 
no@intercityrealty.
com fax: 905-597-0493   
office: 905-597-0227.

EXPERIENCED 
MEAT CUTTERS 
and labourers 
wanted. Cutting 
and deboning poul-
try products an as-
set. Labourers, $11-
$14/hr. Butchers 
with minimum two 
years experience 
- $16/hr. Apply to 
Abate Packers Ltd 
by email at: jobs@
abatepackers.com 
or by fax: 519-848-
2793.

PART-TIME COOK 
REQUIRED to assist  
seniors. Please call  
Bernice. 905-503-2209 
or Joseph 905-503-1833.

A Z - D r i v e r s 
Wanted @ CAT 
Inc! Steady Year-
Round Miles! Sign-
On Bonus! Long 
Haul Canada/US. 
Monthly/Annual 
Bonuses! Great Pay 
& Benefits! 877-758-
3905

r e g i s t e r ed   
reces required 
for local school aged 
child care centres in 
Aurora. Must have  
experience work-
ing with children 
ages 4-12 years. 
Available for part 
time split shift  
Monday to Fri-
day 7 - 9 am and 
3 - 6:30 pm. Please 
contact Marisa at  
amongfriendsday-
carecentres@hot-
mail.com

IN  S TALL    E R / 
HELPER wanted 
at Lifestyles Oasis. 
Looking for a new 
career? Will train.  
Call 905-726-4349

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

CAR FOR SALE

SERVICE

OFFICE SPACE(S) FOR LEASE 
Great  location in the heart of  down-
town King City, from approx. 100  to 800 
sq. ft. Great exposure,  Contact Rachel  
416-402-4004.  

2013 Dodge Aveng-
er. Great condi-
tion, only 43500 
km, one owner 
$10,000.  Call for  
details: 289-221-5416

Pickup & 
drop-off available

INCOME
 TAX

Call John: 

647.667.8298  
mistertax.ca/aurora

PERSONAL 
$45

Business, Rental, 
Commission $99

Limited Time Special!

Tax specialist 
since 1988 

CARRIERS NEEDED  
FOR THE AURORAN. 

Call Cephise: 
416-505-2770

FREE TRAINING PROVIDED. You won’t have to work weekends, nights, school 
holidays or even the summers. Ask about our special limited-time hiring & training 
incentives (and more incentives if you already have a Class B licence). Also ask 
about child ride along.

Call 1-877-914-KIDS  
or email canadajobs@firstgroup.com 
(Please include your postal code or main intersection)

www.firststudentinc.ca
An equal opportunity employer  
that values diversity.

STEADY PART-TIME DRIVING 
OPPORTUNITIES WITH FIRST STUDENT

F43-BUR-5025-R_FIN.indd   1 2016-01-21   10:06 AM

FULL TIME POSITIONS
• Millwright…Brampton, 12 hour 
shift, $26 / hr.

• Conveyor Assembly, New Whse., 
Brampton, 3 month Assignment, 
$16/ hr.

• Heavy Labour, Bolton, $14-18 / hr.
• Batcher, Paint Mfg., $17 / hr.
• Licensed Insurance Broker, OTL, 
Auto, Home Bus., Caledon

• Assemblers (Mechanical) ………
Bolton $14-15 / hr.

• HVAC Technician G2, ODP, 313D 
req’d.

• Welders … All position MIG, Days 
and Afternoon shifts, $17-18 / hr

• CNC Operators, Full Time, 
Bolton—A & N shifts, $17 / hr.

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

“Our Business is People”

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6330 Fax

905-951-6300 Phone
866-274-7231 Toll Free

General bookkeeping skills; proficient 
in Excel, Word, Outlook Express, 

QuickBooks and Simply Accounting; 
accounts payable and receivable; print, 

assemble and efile tax returns; document 
control and filing; database management; 
photocopy, scan, and email documents; 
office admin-istration; excellent customer 

service and communication skills. 
kathy@kvncga.ca. brian@kvncga.ca

Administrative 
Accounting Assistant 

to start immediately in Aurora

By Brock Weir

A mother’s love is usually held to 
be the ultimate symbol of  strength 
above all else, but sometimes these 
relationships can be strained, or even 
non-existent.

But what about the relationship 
between a child raised by her father, 
unwanted by her mother, who finds 
herself  thrust back into maternal 
care?

Theatre Aurora, and director Brian 
Moore, hopes to shed a light on this 
difficult dynamic in their upcoming 
production of  the Canadian drama 
Lucy, starring Hayley Carr and Elene 

Stamatatos, which opens March 31 at 
the Henderson Drive theatre.

“It is an extremely challenging 
play because it deals with an autistic 
child and the relationship between 
the child and the mother who didn’t 
want to have a child in the first place,” 
explains Mr. Moore, who is making 
his Theatre Aurora directorial debut 
after over 40 years of  directing with 
the Richmond Hill Curtain Club. 
“You get to know this [dynamic] very 
quickly. The father has been looking 
after Lucy for 13 years and now wants 
the mother to take over. He’s met a 
lady and wants to get married again 
and concentrate on the marriage. 

TA’s “Lucy” examines a mother’s love

customary $1.00 daily activity fee. 
You will fill your sense of  curiosity 
and have a great time!

Reminder: The Annual  
Spring Sale is coming soon!

The Aurora Seniors’ Centre 
Annual Spring Sale featuring 
vendors, crafts, white elephant and 
diamond treasures, is one of  the most 
anticipated and exciting events of  
the year.

It is coming up soon on Saturday, 
April 30, so mark your calendar 
now! If  you are spring cleaning, 
downsizing or just have a donation, 
no matter how large or small, please 

keep us in mind. Your donations in 
the past have made this annual event 
a huge success. You can drop off  your 
donations at the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre located at 90 John West Way 
(next to Town Hall) on Thursday, 
April 28 or Friday, April 29 between 
the hours of  9 – 4. (Most donations 
are acceptable but please no VHS 
tapes, magazines, computer books 
nor clothing). Vendor space is fully 
booked!

For more information on the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre and all it has to offer, 
drop by 90 John West Way, visit the 
web site www.auroraseniors.ca, email 
auroraseniors@rogers.com or call 
905-726-4767 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Monday to Friday.

Lucy is at the stage of  puberty and 
she doesn’t quite know how to deal 
with that.”

Mr. Moore’s love for a good theatrical 
challenge came early as a student in 
a new kind of  comprehensive school 
in England which, over the trades, 
emphasized the arts along with more 
“practical” subjects. From there, he 
worked in community theatre and 
took every chance he could to get 
close to the boards.

“Initially I was drawn to acting, but 
I started to look at plays a little bit 
differently and thought I might want 
to have a little bit more control,” says 
Mr. Moore of  his shift to directing. “At 
the Curtain Club, I decided I would 
direct a short play every month for 
the general meetings just to establish 
myself  and get used to directing.”

When he helmed a production of  
The Glass Menagerie it was clear, he 
said, he had made the right choice. 
His approach as director was to strip 
the play back to how it was originally 
staged in 1945 which, perhaps not 
coincidently, was the year Mr. Moore 
himself  made his debut in the world. 
This feeling continued through a 
production of  Shadowbox, focusing 
on the five stages of  death. 

“At the play, there was a lady who 

came up to me one night and said, 
‘you know nothing about death and 
dying of  cancer,’ but I did,” he recalls. 
“She said she didn’t think she would 
watch the second act, which is about 
how you deal with what is going to 
happen. By the end of  the night, she 
came backstage and said, ‘I did go in 
and I want to thank you. You helped 
me deal with my husband’s death.’

“For me, that is the beauty of  the 
theatre, to make someone moved by 
it.”

That too is what he hopes theatre-
goers coming out to see Lucy leave 
with, he says.

“You have to try and understand 
the issues and find a way to work with 
the issues,” says Mr. Moore. “If  I think 
about Lucy, Vivian, the mother, does 
not want to deal with this autistic 
child, but as she is an anthropological 
person, she starts to believe this is the 
next evolution of  humans and autism 
is the future.

“There is a school of  thought that 
you just accept and help them deal 
with life, and there is another school 
of  thought where you try and mold 
their behaviour to fit in. What we deal 
with in the play is one person wanting 
to do that and help them fit in, and one 
person who accepts them for who they 
are.”

Lucy opens at Theatre Aurora next 
Thursday, March 31, running on select 
dates and times through April 9. For 
tickets and more information, visit 
www.theatreaurora.com.

SENIOR SCAPE

OFFICE FOR 
LEASE Down-
town Aurora 
(Yonge & Mosley)  
Approximately 700 
sq. ft. Call Telly.  
905-717-4073

For me, that is the 
beauty of the theatre, 

to make someone 
moved by it.
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Proud to have been helping Aurora residents 
with their Real Estate needs for 23 Years

16945 Leslie Street
Units 247-29, Newmarket ON L3Y 9A2
p: 905-895-5972   e: sean@seanherbinson.com

Sean Herbinson Broker

Call Sean for a complimentary consultation 
and get your questions answered

NEED ANSWERS?

Contact Sean directly at 905-717-5234 
or by email Sean@SeanHerbinson.com

Not intended to solicit individuals currently under agency contract. This information, while XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Should we buy? 
Should we sell? 
Is our timing right? 
Trade up? Trade down? 
Country living? City living? 
Condo? Freehold? Townhomes? 
Bungalow? Multilevel? 
Down payment amount? 
Cost of a mortgage? Affordability? 

Good Area? Poor area? 
Amenities? Schools?

So many 
real estate
questions?? ?

Proud to have been helping Aurora residents 
with their Real Estate needs for 23 Years


