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WHY PAY MORE?

   YOU NAME IT 
            ...WE FRAME IT
16686 Yonge St., Newmarket (905) 895-4084

Across from Mandarin Buffet Restaurant

Registered Massage Therapy • Direct Billing
265 Edward St  •  905-900-0760

MassageAddict.ca

* First visit only.

1-Hour 
Massage

Use your health benefits before they expire!

Police and Transit team 
up to eradicate hate crimes 
and bias

Toddlers to Grade 8
Saturdays, February 6th and 27th

10:00 am to 1:00 pm
330 Industrial Parkway North, Aurora

www.auroramontessori.com

PUBLIC 
OPEN HOUSE

Arrange a personal tour by contacting
admissions@auroramontessori.com

905-841-0065 ext. 301

Continued on page 9

“...passion, relationship skills and commitment to follow up are 
outstanding...Izzi is best in class & a committed professional...”  
                                                                                  

Izzi 

905-727-3154    izzipopat@rogers.com www.izzipopat.com

Sales Representative
Top 5% in Canada*

Popat

Everything 

in store!
BOXING DAY

2 DAY SALE!

Selection of 

Oakridge Outfitters • Aurora Shopping Centre 14800 Yonge Street  
905-726-4063

Pajamas, Hats, Gloves, Coats, Sweaters, Cozy KnitsOFF

WINTER 
BLOWOUTHUGE!

STOREWIDE!

*

*UP TO

New Cruise Wear Now in Stock 
TODAYSALE STARTS

*Off regular priced items

15480 BAYVIEW AVENUE 
AURORA, ON

Santafe-pizza.com

Just north of Wellington
in the Sobeys Plaza near

Good Life Fitness

905-503-3300

Topping Pizza $16
only

99
3Large

& our signature 
Cheese Bread!

15480 Bayview Ave. 
905-503-3300

Santafe-pizza.com

Serving Aurora,
York Region 

and surrounding
areas for 23 years.

Terry Sherin 
Sales Representative

905-727-3154                    tsherin@trebnet.com

Neighbours “rise up” for better 
Downtown plan

By Brock Weir 

Aurora’s Cultural Precinct should be 
backed with a concept that can endure 
for generations, according to area 
residents. 

Councillors took their first formal 
sweep over a vision for the proposed 
precinct plan at the Committee level last 
week, but local neighbours stepped up 
to fire the first salvo, presenting a vision 
of  their own, arguing the concept on the 
table fell well short of  the mark.

For Susan Morton Leonard, a long-
time advocate for heritage and culture in 

her neighbourhood, the building blocks 
for a strong plan are there, but they are 
not reflected in the concept plan created 
by FOTENN Consultants. 

“The plan is not the big and better 
plan Aurora deserves,” said Ms. 
Morton Leonard. “While we agree with 
the rationale that culture can be an 
economic driver, it requires supportive 
infrastructure to meet the goals. We are 
not aware of  any real research than what 
has been marketed to us by FOTENN. 
Are there studies being commissioned 
by the Town to examine the economic 
value of  the Cultural Precinct or a cost-

benefit analysis to understand if  the 
proposed developments will indeed help 
Aurora?”

Traffic studies were a concern Ms. 
Morton Leonard shared with fellow 
resident Lenore Pressley, with both 
women agreeing they were long overdue 
in the area.

“While we are not opposed to this, 
we do have significant concerns about 
the present plan,” said Ms. Pressley 
of  the local Ratepayers Association. 
“Our association members feel 
disenfranchised with regard to keeping 

International class debater prepares 
to take on the world

By Brock Weir

Some people might have reached 
their saturation point with the ongoing 
race to be the next president of  the 
United States, but Aurora’s Olivia 
Railton is not one of  those people. 

A world-class debater with 
international titles under her belt, 
Olivia, a student at Country Day School, 
is spending this month preparing 
to take on the best of  the best from 
across the country in Winnipeg this 
February at the Canadian National 
Championships.

When she takes the stage in 
Manitoba, Olivia will have to flex her 

muscles in writing and presenting 
a persuasive speech, impromptu 
speaking, presenting a reading, and 
debating on a topic that is yet to be 
determined.

“I would love to debate the 
American election and who should 
most definitely not be president,” 
she says, without naming names. “I 
am currently doing a project in my 
world issues class right now about 
‘green washing’ and ‘white washing’, 
how corporations are doing things 
to cover up their criminal activity. It 
would be interesting if  one of  those 
topics came up about corporations 

By Brock Weir

Hate crimes are on the rise in 
York Region, but many instances 
simply go unreported.

Rather than make eye contact 
with their fellow commuters, 
transit riders often avert their eyes 
to on-bus advertisements and York 
Regional Police and York Region 
Transit are hoping hundreds of  
new advertisements now rolling out 
encourage people to step forward 
and step up to make hate crimes 
and hate bias things of  the past and 

LAPIS LAZULI
15005 Yonge St., Unit #2 | 905.727-0056

JEWELLERY 

STORE-WIDE
Valentine’s Valentine’s 

Until Sunday, February 14/16
SaleSale*

*

905.726.4349

    Windows
    Doors 
    Enclosures

240 Industrial Parkway, Aurora    

BATTLE OF YONGE STREET – Al Lord, centre, drops the ceremonial puck at last week’s Pink in the Rink Game between the Aurora Tigers and the 
Newmarket Hurricanes. Joined at centre ice by Tigers’ Daniel Mantenuto and the Canes’ Jonathan Colley, as well as Newmarket-Aurora MP Kyle Peterson and 
MPP Chris Ballard, Mr. Lord’s late son, Kevin, was one of three players honoured at the game, which benefited the Stronach Regional Cancer Centre. For more 
on the game, see Page 11. 										                   Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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P.A. Day Program

School is out on Monday, February 1 and we’re going to have a 
ton of fun!

Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex
Fee: $38.50
Code: 41544

Extended Care is also available in the morning and afternoon. For 
more information or to register online, visit aurora.ca/PADay.

Club Aurora Members, Free Guest Day

On Friday, February 26, Club Aurora members are welcome to 
bring a friend or family member (one guest per member) to enjoy  
the Club Aurora facility for the day. 

Guests are required to complete a PAR-Q form at the Reception 
Desk. Guests must be 12 years or older.

For more information, please call 905-726-4764 or email 
fitness@aurora.ca. 

Are You Interested in Helping to Preserve the 
Pet Cemetery?

The Aurora Museum & Archives is looking for volunteers 
to help compile an inventory of tombstones at the Pet 
Cemetery. 

Individuals should be physically able to traverse uneven 
terrain in an overgrown forest environment.

Access to the site will depend on the weather, most likely at 
the end of March or beginning of April.

If you are interested in helping, please contact Shawna White 
at swhite@aurora.ca or 905-505-1190.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora Notice of Service Disruption

PLEASE NOTE:

There will be a scheduled service disruption at the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex on Friday, February 5 and Saturday, 
February 6.

This disruption includes:
• Parent & Tot Shinny Friday, February 5 at 9:30 a.m. 
 CANCELLED
• Public Skate Friday, February 5 at 4:30 p.m.  
 CANCELLED
• Public Skate Saturday, February 6 at 11 a.m. and  4 p.m. 
 CANCELLED

Thank you for your patience and we apologize for any 
inconvenience. 

For more information, please call: 905-726-4760 

Temporary Road Closure on Monday, February 15

 
Community Event:         Arctic Adventure
Date:                            Monday, February 15
Time:                            8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Roads to be temporarily closed:

• Wells Street at Mosley Street – Full Closure
• Wells Street at Metcalfe Street – Road Closure –  

Local Traffic Only
• South property line to the Old Wells Street School  

(#64 Wells St.) - Full Closure

Salvation Army Kettle Drive Results!

The Town of Aurora and the Salvation Army held its annual 
Kettle Drive during the month of December and is pleased to 
announce that $48,251 was raised! Your generous contributions 
help provide practical assistance to vulnerable members of our 
community during the holidays and throughout the year.

Sincere thanks to The Real Canadian Superstore, Metro, and 
LCBO locations of Aurora for hosting the Kettle Drive. Thanks also 
to everyone who donated and volunteered to make this year’s 
campaign a resounding success!

The Town of Aurora is now accepting applications 
for the following positions:

•  Part-time Labourers
•  Part-time Arena Operators
•  Summer Camp Positions

For more information, please visit www.aurora.ca/jobs or call 
905-727-1375.

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Date Time Location Meeting
Tuesday, February 2 9:30 a.m. Leksand Room Joint Council Committee
Tuesday, February 2 3 p.m. Leksand Room Community Recognition Review Advisory Committee
Tuesday, February 2 7 p.m. Council Chambers General Committee*
Wednesday, February 3 7 p.m. Leksand Room Accessibility Advisory Committee
Thursday, February 4 7 p.m. Holland Room Economic Development Advisory Committee

Council meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10.  For a full list of upcoming meetings, 
please visit www.aurora.ca

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

WHAT’S HAPPENING

THANK YOU

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

Aurora’s
Borealis

Don’t miss Aurora’s Borealis!
Visit Aurora Town Park every evening from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. until 
Monday, February 15, 2016 and enjoy the beautifully lit trees and festive 
atmosphere. Aurora Town Park is located at 49 Wells Street.

For more information, please call 905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora.ca

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

C=100 M=78 Y=0 K=54

C=100 M=10 Y=0 K=10

physiotherapy clinic

“� e brightest stars are those who shine for the bene� t of others.”

For more information, please contact 
The Town of Aurora at 
905-727-3123, ext. 4232 or email 
communications@aurora.ca

Do you know an individual, corporation or 
business who has …
� Given their own time for the benefi t 
 of others in Aurora?
� Gone the extra mile in supporting 
 our community?
� Made Aurora a better place to live?
If so, why not nominate them for a 
Community Recognition Award?
The Town of Aurora is calling for nominations for 
the 2016 Town of Aurora Community Recognition 
Awards. The awards honour individuals, groups and 
businesses that have actively supported the Town’s 
development and enhanced the overall community.
Download a nomination form at 
www.aurora.ca/CRA or pick up a copy 
at any Town facility reception desk.
� Nominations will be accepted until Friday, March 4, 2016 �

Brought to you by

Volunteers are the heart of the community. A volunteer’s passion motivates us 
to do good for others, which becomes a source of inspiration. The smallest 

act of kindness has the power to make positive change, inspire thoughtfulness 
and transform l ives.

Town of Aurora
100 John West Way, 

P.O. Box 1000
Aurora, Ontario L4G 6J1 #AuroraCRA

Live entertainment 
• Don’t miss “Battle of the Chainsaws”, First Nations  
 Presentation and the Muskoka Wildlife Show!

Winter activities
• Enjoy mini golfing, snow shoeing, mini snow   
 tubing, Body Zorbing, outdoor skating and more!
• Healthy Kids Community Challenge activity booth

Indoor activities at  
the Aurora Armoury
• Children’s activities
• Soup for Smiles by the Optimist Club of Aurora

Food vendors on site 
Nominal fees apply.

Another exciting event  
brought to you by

Proudly sponsored by:

Celebrate Family Day at Aurora’s

Monday, February 15, 2016
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. • Aurora Town Park, 49 Wells Street

Call 905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora.ca/arcticadventure for more information
Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

ALL ACTIVITIES  
ARE FREE  

OF CHARGE #AuroraArcticAdventure

® State Farm and related trademarks and logos are  
registered trademarks owned by State Farm Mutual 
Automobile Insurance Company, used under licence 
by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company.

YOUTH PROGRAMS 
AND ACTIVITIES

Teen Skate Night Friday, February 26

Aurora teens are invited to the AFLC for a teen-only skate 
from 10:45 p.m. to 11:45 p.m. 

The cost is $3 per person, food and drinks are included. 

Tickets will be sold the night of the event at The Loft (upstairs 
at the AFLC) starting at 7 p.m. Food and drinks will be 
available starting at 9 p.m.

For more information, please call 905-727-3123 ext.  3128 or 
email dridsdale@aurora.ca.

Aurora Youth Job Fair

All local part-time jobs. All in one place.

Youth of all ages are invited to attend!

Thursday, March 17
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex

Interviews may be conducted on-site so come prepared with 
your resume.

No resume? No problem! Sign-up for the Job Prep 101 
Course on March 14 and 15. Register online using course 
code #41701.

For more information, please call Daniel Ridsdale at 
905-727-3123 ext.  3128 or email dridsdale@aurora.ca.

Please join us for the 

Annual Mayor’s 
Luncheon 

presented by the 
Aurora Chamber of 

Commerce

Wednesday,
February 17, 2016 

12:00 PM - 2:00 PM

Oakview Terrace
13256 Leslie Street, Richmond Hill

aurorachamber.on.ca
905-727-7262      @AuroraChamberON

Register online at aurorachamber.on.ca/events

Tickets: $45

Thank you to our sponsors

Please help us welcome new Town of Aurora CAO, Doug Nadorozny

REMINDER 

Pet Licence Renewal

Pet Regular price Micro-chipped Seniors Rate
Dog $30 $22.50  $15
Cat $20  $15  $10

Pet Licences are available for purchase at the following locations:
• NEW! Available online at aurora.ca/pets starting February 1  
• Aurora Town Hall 1st Floor – 100 John West Way, Aurora
• York Region OSPCA – 16586 Woodbine Avenue, Newmarket

For more information, please contact By-law Services at 
905-727-3123 ext. 4751 or email bylawdept@aurora.ca 
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From page 1 DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

toppers.ca/aurora 905.751.1661 
15531 Yonge St, Aurora

 1 SPECIALTY & 1 PEPPERONI

$2495

Large Pizzas2
It’s cold outside.
Warm up with Topper’s!

2 Large 
Pizzas $23

Expires March 20, 2016

Thank you to all of my clients who have helped make 2015 my most successful year.
I have built my business on service you can trust, and providing the experience you deserve. 

905-727-9444 Ext. 293       
Brandon@highlandgm.com

 Come see me, Highland’s 2015 Salesman of the Year, and the Chev Colorado, 
Motor Trend’s 2016 Truck of the  Year. 

Hope to see you soon!

Brandon Peluso

Happy New Year!

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Last orders to be placed by Saturday February 6th. Don’t Miss Out!

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

OPEN SUPER BOWL SUNDAY 11AM – 4PM 

Delicious 
Piri Piri Wings!
Hot, Med, or Mild

SPECIAL 

add medium coleslaw for

$2.99 

$5.99

1 lb $1375

3Lb for $39 
includes 

medium fi res & dip

includes side fries & dip 
add creamy coleslaw for 

to celebrate the rich diversity of  the 
Region.

“We live in a microcosm of  the world 
here,” said York Regional Police Chief  
Eric Jolliffe. “York Region is probably 
the most diverse community in Canada. 
For us, it is very important to work in 
partnership and to be proactive with 
all the communities we serve to ensure 
everyone feels welcome and safe. It 
is about education, awareness and 
prevention. Part of  this is for people to 
understand that some of  these actions 
like the painting of  the swastika or 
painting ‘Go home!’ on a Mosque are 
hateful and they are not acceptable.

“We live together in a very safe 
community and we want to keep it that 
way. Because we police in a very diverse 
community, we want to be proactive 
and ensure that our community is 
very aware and comfortable reporting 
incidents to us.”

It is important, said Jolliffe, to 
“continually build trust and confidence 
in our communities” because some 

people who make their way to York 
Region might come from countries 
where relationships between citizens 
and police can be fraught.

“Part of  our goal is to make sure we 
open those lines of  communication to 
ensure our community trusts the work 
we do.”

Over 400 ads are now on the move 
across all York Region municipalities. 

Last year alone, York Regional Police 
responded to 107 reports of  hate crimes. 
43 of  these were targeted to the Jewish 
community, 18 were against the Black 
community, 10 against the LGBTQ 
community, and four targeting the 
Muslim community.

“We track hate incidents as well 
because, at some point, people who 
continue this type of  derogatory or 
offensive behaviour cross the line into 
criminality and it is important for us 
to know who those people are,” said 
Inspector Ricky Veerappan of  the YRP’s 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Bureau.

“It is about keeping our communities 
safe and secure but, at the same time, 

celebrating the diversity we have, 
recognizing that hate crimes are 
extremely offensive and we should all 
be offended when any community is 
targeted. Hate crimes are a criminal 
offence that target core human identity 
like race, ethnicity, culture, and 
religious beliefs. Those are core values 
of  any community. 

“Hate crimes have that ripple effect 
where if  one person is targeted, an 
entire community is victimized because 
they all share that same core identity.”

In investigating these incidents, 
the YRP bills its responders as part of  
the “Diversity, Equity and Inclusion” 
bureau. It puts a “positive angle” on the 
work these officers do, said Inspector 
Veerappan, and it is “taking people away 
from the very nasty side of  some of  the 
historical animosity, global conflict and 
sectarian violence” seen around the 
world “moving us in a more positive 
direction so we can build capacity and, 
really, a better understanding of  our 
friends and our neighbours in our York 
Region communities.”

The York Regional Police’s centralized 
hate crime unit also monitors the local 
impact of  global events, according 
to Jolliffe, with officers liaising with 
numerous community partners outside 
of  the police, including school boards, 
to foster community safety.

“We want to encourage members 
of  the public to report hate to York 
Regional Police,” said Jolliffe. “Hate 
crime and hate incidents affect all 

citizens and their feelings of  safety and 
security which have no place in York 
Region. We continue to be proactively 
engaged with many of  our community 
partners to combat and eradicate hate 
in all its ugly forms while prosecuting 
hate crimes to the fullest extent of  the 
law.”

“Say No to Hate” campaign launched on  
nearly 400 York Region Transit buses

Ryan Keay, Manager of Transit Enforcement and Security for York Region Transit, Chief Eric Jolliffe of the 
York Regional Police (YRP) and Inspector Ricky Veerappan of the YRP’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Bu-
reau, came together to launch the YRP’s Say No To Hate campaign in Aurora on Friday. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

  Briefly
DAWE RE-ELECTED LSRCA CHAIR

Mayor Geoff  Dawe has been re-elected Chair of  the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority 
(LSRCA). He was re-elected last week for a second consecutive term. “Receiving the continued 
support of  my colleagues on the Board of  Directors means a great deal to me,” he said. “This past 
year as Chair of  the LSRCA has been a highlight of  my career and I am thrilled to continue on in 
that role. I expect 2016 will be even more exciting as the Authority begins implementing our new 
five-year strategic plan.” This new strategic plan will “mark the beginning of  a new chapter” for 
the LSRCA with a “Vision to Action, Action to Results” including a new vision and mission that 
will be a renewal of, rather than a departure from, their previous mission and values to “work with 
our community to protect and restore the Lake Simcoe watershed by leading research, policy and 
action” while envisioning a “thriving environment that inspires and sustains us for generations 
to come.”

NOMINATION DEADLINE APPROACHING FOR CHARACTER COMMUNITY AWARDS
If  you know schools, businesses, and organizations that have demonstrated good character over 

the past year, the Character Community Foundation wants to hear from you. Nominations are being 
accepted through February 8 in categories including Business Person, Organization, Citizens, 
Schools and Educators of  Character as well as demonstrations of  character in the fields of  the 
arts, sports, environment and community. For more information, visit www.charactercommunity.
com or call 905-895-5155 x134. 

EATING DISORDERS AWARENESS WEEK
This Monday, February 1, marks the beginning of  Eating Disorders Awareness Week and 

Aurora’s Eating Disorders of  York Region’s Riverwalk Wellness Centre invites you to come by 
their office next Wednesday from 1 – 4 p.m. to leave a “message of  hope” for those in the battle. 
Riverwalk, located at 15213 Yonge Street, Suite 15, Aurora,  will open the doors to their art gallery 
and living room space featuring a selection of  artwork and information on the programs they offer. 
Visitors may leave messages of  hope, inspiring positive affirmations over negative self-talk on a 
giant “sign of  support.” For more information, on Riverwalk and various other activities going on 
during the week, visit www.edoyr.com or call 905-886-6632.

INTERESTED IN A SHARE OF THE HOEDOWN?
If  you are a local non-profit, charitable or community organization looking to share in the 

proceeds from the annual Wild, Wild West Hoedown hosted by Magna International, mark February 
4 in your calendars. Magna will host an application information session that evening from 6 to 8 
p.m. in Newmarket Council Chambers (395 Mulock Drive). All York Region charity, non-profits 
and community groups interested in learning more about the requirements to apply for Hoedown 
funding are invited to attend. To RSVP, email info@hoedown.ca. Drop-ins are also welcome. 
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LetterS  to  the  editor
Machell’s Corners

Or die trying!

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Show of  hands – how many of  us 
remember back to those heady days 
of  being a four or five-year-old getting 
mentally prepared for that daunting 
first day of  school?

If  you just raised your hand, chances 
are you recall one of  two things – a) the 
excitement of  getting out of  the house 
and meeting new friends, meeting new 
teachers, and learning new things… or 
b) the fear and trepidation that came 
with getting out of  the house, meeting 
new friends, meeting new teachers and 
learning new things.

Unless you’re a rare case, you sucked 
it up, brown bagged it, strapped on 
your backpack and made the slow walk 
to your bus stop, or the school itself, 
having no real concept of  the big, 
bright future that was before you. 

Fast forward several years, and you 
very might very well have had a rerun 
of  the same experience as you weighed 
your options on what to do once high 
school wrapped up.

If  you’re of  a certain age, you’re 
probably trying to help guide your own 
kids and grandkids to make the right 
decision right now at this pivotal point 
in their lives. 

In those early days, you went off  to 
school because it was either something 
you were eagerly looking forward to or 
because it was something your parents 
said you had to do. Either way, the latter 
was always true.

The second phase is significantly 
different. You have the whole world 
opening up to you.

Depending on your grades and 
interest, you can apply for university, 
investigate colleges for hands-on 
studies, or look for opportunities to 
launch directly into the workplace. 
You take a leap of  faith, hoping you’re 
making the right decision, knowing 
that, for better or worse, you are moving 
forward. 

You might have come to regret your 
decision; you might have backtracked 
to this crossroads once again to follow 
a different path; you probably emerged 
stronger.

But, the important thing is you made 
a decision.

Perhaps our local lawmakers need to 
take a look back at the thrill they got 
from making that very important leap 
in their lives.

As The Auroran went to press this 

week, it seemed Council was once 
again putting on its leaden boots 
when it comes to making a decision 
on what should be done with Aurora’s 
Downtown Core.

This has been a problem that has 
been on the table for very close to 
20 years with nearly 50 solutions 
brainstormed and presented to Council 
over the last 15 years, and politicians 
dragging their heels repeatedly over 
the last 14 years citing over and over 
again the breakneck speed in which 
potential solutions and magic bullets 
are flying at their faces.

There has to come a point where, 
after 15 years, accusations of  moving 
too fast have to be taken well and truly 
off  the table. 

Having been privy to public 
discussions on the subject for just 
six of  those 15 years, I can tell you in 
that time I have seen five residents 
of  this Town, some of  Aurora’s more 
actively engaged citizens on this 
subject, townspeople who contacted me 
personally to sound off  on the issue…

Well, let’s get down to the cold reality: 
they’re dead. 

I’m sure they tried their best to hang 
on to see something – anything – borne 
to fruition, but, alas, it was not to be.

Given the nature of  the delegations 
presented to Council at the committee 
level last week, along with the 
comments of  Council members and 
Town Staff, it seems we’ll have a 
bone pile as expansive as the Paris 
Catacombs before ground is broken 
on anything municipally driven in 
the Downtown Core, whether it is on 
the Yonge Street drag itself  or the not-
so-newfangled concept of  a Cultural 
Precinct. 

Holding my breath throughout a 
good chunk of  the meeting when the 
conversation seemed to be heading 
sideways, I began to slowly exhale 
when Councillor Wendy Gaertner 
underscored just how long it has 
taken to get to this point, citing John 
West, one of  the aforementioned five, 
as one of  the people in the trenches 

with her. The lungs seized one again, 
however, when she said the accelerated 
development of  the Cultural Precinct 
Plan was Council “going too fast.”

“I think we have a wonderful 
opportunity to mark our Council as a 
very special, forward-thinking, and a 
Council that really cared about making 
Aurora better for its residents,” she 
said. “Let’s be careful, let’s do it right.”

Added Councillor Jeff  Thom: “We 
have had considerable consultation 
with the community, all of  which has 
not been positive. Rightly, we have to 
look at this and say, ‘Why would we go 
to phase three where we are going into a 
more detailed costing that not everyone 
is buying into?’”

The truth of  the matter is no matter 
how many years these downtown 
projects are delayed, there is never going 
to be anything on the table that is going 
to garner a 100 per cent buy-in from 
the community as a whole. Politicians, 
try as they might, are never going to 
please everybody, no matter how far 
they can bend over backwards. Heck, 
the neighbourhood in question can’t 
even agree on why municipal efforts 
to designate their southeast quadrant 
Aurora’s second Heritage District went 
belly up, with some choosing to ignore 
the very existence of  the overwhelming 
opposition to such a designation within 
their own neighbourhood.

This is not the only Council that 
has had the opportunity to mark itself  
“as a very special, forward thinking…
Council that really cared about making 
Aurora better for its residents.” Since 
the issue of  Library Square came up, 
five Councils have had this chance 
and, so far, Aurora has very little to 
show for it aside from money spent on 
consultants to have jaw sessions with 
residents and a stack of  binders that 
might need its own special room in the 
new Joint Operations Centre. 

Communities as close as Newmarket 
are enjoying accolades from far and 
wide for the steps they have taken to 
revitalize their downtown. I am not 
talking about their Main Street because 
their circumstances are very different 
from ours, but the areas surrounding 
this prime corridor are thriving thanks 
to their politicians, despite a lack of  
100 per cent consensus, taking a leap of  
faith and hoping for the best.

Aurora should take the leap as well. 

Welcome to our brave new 
world, says reader

Wine tasting for a good cause 
with the Optimists

This is a response to the Toronto Star 
opinion piece entitled  “Queen’s Park 
moves to silence dissent on electricity; A 
new law would shut down the last arena 
of  independent public review of  the 
billions of  dollars in public spending on 
electricity” by Brady Yauch,  Executive 
Director of  the Consumer Policy Institute 
(CPI).

Our brave new world has arrived and 
very few people even knew it was coming!

The provincial government just passed 
Bill 112 with the somewhat Orwellian 
name of  “Strengthening Consumer 
Protection and Electricity System 
Oversight Act, 2015.”

I personally think that we have to ask 
ourselves how removing oversight and 
ramming power supply infrastructure 
through while exempting it from the 
environmental assessment process will 
protect consumers.

For those of  us that recall the York 
Region power line fight, the peaker 
plant fight, the Oakville gas plant 
fiasco, the smart meter fiasco,  the 
clean energy plan’s above market 
costs  and the ever increasing cost of  
power  as a result  we can now look 
forward to having infrastructure  and 
cost increases  imposed on us without 
adequate representation or oversight.

All of  this was predictable, of  course. 
Some would argue that the province’s 
hand was forced due to the politicised 
nature of  the delivering infrastructure 
and the lack of  constructive and 
productive input traditionally offered by 
municipalities.

That was certainly the case in Aurora 
from 2006 to 2010.

In short, we blew our opportunity to 
positively influence the way in which 
power is planned and delivered in 
Ontario and now we are going to pay the 
high price both literally and figuratively.

Richard Johnson
Aurora

The Optimist Club of  Aurora is a 
volunteer group of  50+ members whose 
mandate it is to help the youth of  Aurora.

We support creating an optimistic 
future for our kids by providing funds for 
opportunities that some may otherwise 
miss out on if  it wasn’t for our support.

To list a few examples of  our work, 
we send high-risk youth to a survival 
camp, bought a bed for a destitute eight-
year-old, funded medication for a very ill 
two-year-old, and provide scholarships to 
local high school kids that reward their 
community spirit!

As well, we host an annual chess 
tournament, help sponsor the annual 
Opti Hockey program, and help sponsor 
the annual Minor Hockey Showcase 
Hockey tournament

To help us continue our work in 
supporting youth, we are holding a 
fundraising Wine Tasting event on 
February 5 at the Aurora Cultural Centre 
from 6 – 10.30 p.m.

There will be four Ontario wineries, 
three food vendors, a silent auction plus 
a professional wine taster to guide you 
through the process.

A live jazz duo will be featured all 
evening as well.

Tickets are $20 and available at 
McAlpine Ford Lincoln or by contacting 
Greg Way at gjway2@gmail.com. 

We extend special thanks to our 
signature sponsor, McAlpine Ford 
Lincoln, for being a large part to help us 
raise funds for Aurora’s youth.

Anna Kroeplin
Optimist Club of Aurora

Taxpayers shouldn’t take  
a hit over “NIMBYs”  
at Highland Gate

As a taxpayer, I am not looking forward 
to a tax increase – Ontario Municipal 
Board (OMB) hearings are expensive – 
precipitated by a group of  NIMBYs over 
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Groundhog Daze 2016

Aurora’s Older Adult Demographic Growing

From page 4

Letter  to  the  editor

MP’s Report
Kyle Peterson, MP

Newmarket-Aurora

The Town of  Aurora recently updated 
its Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
and Sport Plan.

This is of  particular importance to 
older adults and seniors living in our 
great community given the significant 
projected growth of  this segment of  
our population.

Below is an excerpt from the Final 
Draft of  the Master Plan as it relates to 
the needs of  older adults:

There are an estimated 16,300 Aurora 
residents in the 55+ age group according 
to York Region forecasts. Older adults 
represent the fastest growing segment of  
the population having nearly doubled 
their 2006 Census population figure and 
will account for roughly one in three 
residents by 2031 with a total market 
population of  26,500 persons.

The Town of  Aurora is a progressive 
example of  a municipality that has 
proactively planned for its older adults, 
most notably through the construction 
of  the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, which 
is a highly regarded facility of  its 
type to this day. The Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre contains a number of  rooms 
and lounges oriented to the interest of  
residents 55 years of  age and over. It 
provides a lounge, games room with 
billiards table, library, fully equipped 
kitchen, woodworking shop, and 
computer area through which a wide 
variety of  social activities and fitness 
programs are delivered to members. 

The Aurora Seniors’ Centre is an 
excellent example of  stand-alone, yet 
multi-use, senior centre development as 
it consolidates multiple opportunities 
on site. While the facility is very 
well utilized throughout the day, the 
collective efforts of  the Town and 
the Aurora Seniors Association are 
anticipated to be able to meet the needs 
of  Aurora residents over the master 
planning period.

A review of  utilization data for the 
various rooms in the Aurora Seniors’ 

Centre demonstrates excellent growth 
with nearly 10,000 hours booked for 
rentals and programs (compared to 
6,900 hours in 2010), however, usage data 
for the various program rooms shows 
utilization rates at no more than 25%. It 
is understood that peak daytime hours 
are very well used and is constraining 
the ability to grow programming 
during these peak times, though it 
is also understood that the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre has also achieved great 
success on a regional scale and that a 
sizeable portion of  members come from 
outside of  town. 

The online survey ranks additional 
investments in older adult space as the 
seventh highest priority, suggesting a 
moderate level of  support exists among 
survey respondents (whose average 
age was 52 years) – other consultation 
activities did not yield significant input 
regarding older adult facilities but 
instead generally spoke to making sure 
older adult services as a whole continue 
to be considered as the population ages.

With no new major indoor facilities 
recommended through the Master Plan 
that could integrate new older adult 
space, the preferred strategy for meeting 
future growth needs is to continue to use 
the Aurora Seniors’ Centre as the service 
centre and program delivery hub while 
enhancing older adult program delivery 
through an outreach model using other 
municipal community centres such as 
the [Aurora Family Leisure Complex, 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex] 
and within program rooms located in 
Victoria Hall, the Petch House (pending 
results of  the ongoing usage study), the 
Aurora Community Centre., etc.

The former public library on Victoria 

Street could also be an option if  it is 
renovated to accommodate recreational 
uses (including but not limited to the 
older adult market) as it would logically 
fit with the new Aurora Public Library 
and the Aurora Cultural Centre campus. 

Applying an outreach model to 
multi-purpose spaces across Aurora, 
particularly in peak daytime hours, 
will help improve distribution of  
older programming and strengthening 
neighbourhood-based opportunities 
throughout the Town.

The preferred strategy to do so 
is something that could possibly 
be pursued in collaboration with 
the Aurora Seniors Association. As 
advanced in Recommendation #2 of  
the Community Centre assessment, the 
Town should also continue to explore 
opportunities to make its existing 
community centres more inviting and 
comfortable to older adults such as 
integration of  additional seating and 
socialization areas in lobbies, and 
delivering programming through 
the common multi-purpose rooms or 
fitness studios. Doing so would make 
the facilities more “Age Friendly” and 
complements the intent of  the previously 
discussed youth space assessments. 

The Master Plan recommends as 
follows: Continue to position the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre as the primary hub 
for 55+ programming while exploring 
ways to extend the reach of  services 
into neighbourhoods through use of  
existing multi-use community centres, 
parks and other civic destinations 
(e.g. Aurora Public Library, the former 
public library branch, etc.). 

For more information on the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre and all it has to offer, 
drop by 90 John West Way, visit the 
web site www.auroraseniors.ca, email 
auroraseniors@rogers.com or call 905-
726-4767 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Monday to Friday.

A few days ago, as often happened 
when I was out walking in the 
arboretum this time of  year, I ran 
into Aurora Annie, our local weather 
prognosticating groundhog.

As was frequently the case when I 
saw her, she looked depressed.

“What’s the matter?” I asked, 
brushing the snow off  a convenient 
bench and sitting down. “Are you 
concerned about getting your 
prediction right this year?”

“No, it’s not that,” she sighed, 
hopping up to take a spot beside me. “I 
just don’t know if  people appreciate me 
anymore.”

“Of  course, we do,” I reassured her. 
“Canadians love talking about the 
weather, and there aren’t many towns 
with someone of  your talents. What are 
you at, a 72 per cent accuracy rate?”

“Actually, it’s 78 per cent,” she said 
with a shy smile. Then, throwing her 
tiny arms wide she continued, “but it’s 
not my meteorological skills, it’s that 
no one really cares what I have to say.”

Looking off  into the distance, she 
sighed again.

“I remember when people would 
flock to Aurora to hear my predictions. 
There would be newspeople, and well-
wishers by the dozen. I’d stand up on 
that stump over there, the crowd would 
hush with anticipation, and I’d make 
my prediction. Then they’d cheer and 
laugh and smile. It didn’t even matter 

whether it was expected to be a long 
or short winter. It was a real party 
atmosphere.”

“Now, no one really knows I exist, 
and The Auroran’s about the only 
annual media coverage I get. As for 
folks from outside of  Town, even if  
they did show up, there’s no hotel space 
to accommodate them, anyway.”

“Maybe that’s your problem,” I said. 
“You need to adapt to the times.” 

She sniffed as she looked over.
I think she’d been crying a bit.
“It’s been tradition for you to stand 

out here and make your announcements.  
That’s what Groundhog Day is all 
about. But, apart from maybe the 
Arctic Adventure, people don’t want to 
spend hours standing around outside 
in the cold in February. They’d rather 
all be inside on their smart phones and 
tablets.”

“So why don’t to take to the internet, 
or Twitter, or Facebook? I bet if  you got 
plugged into social media, you’d get 
millions of  followers from all over the 
world.”

“You really think so?” she asked, 
looking up at me with red-rimmed eyes.

“Sure. And instead of  seeing you 
once a year, you’d be able to connect 
instantly with people every day. With 
that sort of  profile, you’d have tons of  
momentum going into February each 
year.”

“I would, wouldn’t I?” 
Thinking it over and looking around, 

she said, “It really can be quite bitter 
out here in early February. I could do 
all that from inside my burrow, and not 
even step outside!”

“That’s the spirit,” I enthused. 
“And all you need are some basic 
communication devices and a good wifi 
connection. Any good electronics place 
could set you up with everything you 
need in no time.”

“Yes!” she exclaimed, sitting up 
quickly. “I’m going to look into that 
right now.” 

With that, she hopped off  the bench 
and hurried off  with a spring in her 
step.

As I watched her disappear around 
a corner, I mentally wished her well.  
Groundhog Day doesn’t attract the 
attention it once did, and I’d hate to see 
Aurora loose Annie’s predictions and 
another of  its traditions.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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The Aurora Museum and 
Archives 

Is celebrating…

HAVE FUN AT WORK DAY!
(January 28)

This black and white photograph shows the  
interior of J. Fleury’s Son’s Office on Tem-
perance Street in 1910. Pictured are Miss V.  
Petch, Mr. Charles Webster and an unidentified 
man by the window. If you have any information on  
the unknown office worker, contact  
brock@auroran.com. Pre-Budget 

Consultation
Happy New Year. I sincerely hope 

everyone had a chance to spend some 
quality time with friends and family over 
the holiday period. I also hope you share 
my excitement and optimism for the 
upcoming year.

On Monday of  this week, the House 
returned, and I travelled back to Ottawa 
after a busy few weeks in here in Aurora 
and Newmarket.

Over the last month, I have had the 
opportunity to visit a number of  local 
businesses.

I continue to be impressed by the 
number of  fascinating companies, right 
here in our own backyard.

As diverse as these businesses are, one 
similarity struck me: they are all doing 
innovative work, focussing on the future.

The entrepreneurs behind these 
businesses share an optimism for 
Canada’s economic future.

I remain steadfast in my commitment 
to these local companies, and others, to 
help them create great jobs right here in 
our community and to help ensure that 
they continue to innovate.

I also was pleased to meet with a 
number of  constituents and community 
groups in our office. It is always 
rewarding to gain the insight from others 
when we develop public policy.

Our government is committed to 
consulting with Canadians as we develop 
the 2016 Budget. Along with other York 
Region MP colleagues, we hosted a Pre-
Budget Consultation in the York Region 
Administrative Centre.

The input from the participants was 
quite valuable.

I am holding another session on 
February 10 at the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre. Please contact my office for 
details. Also, you may provide any input 
into Budget 2016 online at www.fin.gc.ca. 
We want to hear from you!

I will be back from Ottawa this 
weekend, and I am happy to invite you to 
our New Year’s Family Skate on January 
30 at 5.45 p.m. to 7.45 p.m. at the Magna 
Centre in Newmarket.

Please come by and enjoy some free 
public skating.

I look forward to seeing you there.
  As a reminder, our office has been 

open since mid-December, and my staff  
is happy to serve you.

We are located at 16600 Bayview 
Avenue, Suite 202. Our phone number 
is  905-953-7515  and email is  Kyle.
Peterson@parl.gc.ca.

Please do not hesitate to contact us 
should you need any information or help.

I hope you find the upcoming year a 
fulfilling one.

All my best for 2016!

their differences with Geranium’s plan 
for Highland Gate. 

Of  course, a hearing is their right. 
Perhaps the NIMBYs can moderate their 
differences and settle the dispute at an 
informal hearing held before the court 
case happens.

Should the Highland Gate residents 
feel they are being short changed and wish 
to proceed to court, then perhaps they 
would like to pay the Town’s legal costs? 
Geranium Corp. are well respected 
builders/developers. Do you think they 
would go to the OMB if  they thought they 
would lose?

The way I see it anyhow.
L. McCabe

Aurora

Senior Scape 
Jim L. Abram
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in sales following their first television 
appearance, but the duo still have 
yet to “hit the American money 
machine,” according to the inventor.

The new baseball cap liner, 
however, is a different story.

Friends and family gathered at 
Aurora’s Boston Pizza on Wednesday 
night for a viewing party to watch the 
pitch unfold.

They were not disappointed.
The men emerged from the Dragon’s 

Den, deals in hand from Joe Mimran, 
Michele Romanow and Michael 
Wekerle for a $150,000 investment in 
the product in exchange for a shared 
$2.50 on each unit sold over the next 
15 years. 

“This influx of  cash just makes 

everything move a lot faster,” 
says Mr. Pauze, noting their latest 
appearance was taped six months 
ago. You don’t have to wait around, 
you can order products, and you can 
do some marketing. Over the last six 
months, we signed a deal with the 
two largest baseball associations in 
the U.S. – the Babe Ruth League and 
the Cal Ripken League. Now, we are 
the official fielders’ head protection 
for both leagues and we start selling 
it through their facilities come April 
when we’re invited to go to their 
camps and all their tournaments to 
start selling our product.”

The product also recently received 
the green light to be sold to high 
schools across Canada and the United 
States.

Despite this success, however, they 
are not keen to rest on their laurels. 
Given the warm reception received by 
this invention, they are already hard 
at work brainstorming how it can be 
used in other sports, including soccer, 
racquetball and curling, as well as 
entirely different applications.

“We are in the process of  
developing a few new products and 
once the ball cap liner starts moving 
on, we’re going to expand it into the 
medical field for people with self-
injury behaviour, autism and things 
like that,” he says. 

From page 1
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Hogan’s Inn

HOGAN’S INN • 12998 KEELE ST. KING CITY • THE HUNT PUB

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm; Sun. 11am-8pm • Hunt Pub open until 2am weekends

CATERING AVAILABLE – ASK FOR DETAILS
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us informed about plans that affect 
our area. The residents represented 
by this ratepayers group live within a 
few blocks radius of  the planned area 
and in spite of  being told by the Town 
we, as a registered association, would 
be informed of  any change that would 
affect our area, this did not happen.”

Traffic studies, she said, have been 
requested many times over the past 15 
years, yet building, development and 
redevelopment have rolled on in the 
heritage neighbourhood and traffic 
problems have mounted. 

“How can the Town approve all this 
development and determine if  the 
infrastructure in place is adequate 
to accommodate the increased traffic 
and parking without doing traffic and 
parking studies?” she pondered. “How 
do you think people are going to get 
around? It seems to us that development 
in this area is done without any forward 
planning as far as traffic and parking. 
With these concerns in mind, we are 
asking the Town do a traffic study and a 
new parking study to determine if  this 
Cultural Precinct Plan should even be 
considered. To do otherwise will confirm 
that you do not care about the wellbeing 
of  the southeast area residents.”

Forward planning is key to the 
success of  this area, according to Ms. 
Morton Leonard. Over the last few 
years, she has seen businesses along the 
historic Yonge Street corridor come and 
go. They had sufficient parking, she said, 
but not enough shoppers to keep them 
afloat. Consideration should also be 
given to attracting GO Train commuters 
to venture west from the station and into 
the Cultural Precinct area for reasons 

other than picking up their cars for the 
drive home. 

“If  you stand on the GO platform 
and look west, you can look directly 
into the west side of  Aurora,” she said. 
“For too long, Aurora’s east and west 
communities have been divided. We 
have an opportunity to bring both sides 
together by using Mosley and Tyler 
Streets to create a cultural corridor 
rather than a precinct. Let’s celebrate 
our thoroughfares. Let’s tell Aurora’s 
development story. 

“We need a sophisticated plan that 
includes a vision that appreciates both 
Canada’s and the Town’s history; one 
that creates economic opportunity and 
supports popular contemporary uses,” 
she said.

The concept plan also saw pushback 
from representatives from Trinity 
Anglican Church. The vision calls for 
a pedestrian laneway to be created to 
the rear of  the church, connecting a 
pathway directly north of  the Aurora 
Public Library and out through to Wells 
Street, as well as a reconfiguration of  
the church’s existing parking lot. 

Wardens from the church appeared 
before Councillors to state their 
opposition, concerned that Council’s 
vote could be seen as a wholesale 
approval of  the plan. 

Although they came at their 
opposition from different directions, 
the neighbours – individual and church 
alike – were united in their belief  there 
is a better option out there.

“It needs to be based on ideas that can 
endure for 50 years as well as a century,” 
concluded Ms. Morton Leonard. “Please 
rise up to the challenge of  a bigger and 
better plan.”

Local inventors are two-for-two on CBC’s Dragon’s Den
By Brock Weir

Stepping in front of  CBC’s Dragons 
seems like a daunting task for anyone, 
but when you’ve already tangled with 
the business titans once – and emerged 

with a deal – the second-time-around 
is a lot more comfortable.

At least, that was the case for 
Aurora inventor Adam Pauze and 
his son-in-law, former Major League 
Baseball player Cliff  Floyd.

The duo, who struck pay dirt 
initially during the 2014-2015 season 
of  the hit CBC series after forging a 
tentative deal with former Dragon 
Arlene Dickinson over Mr. Pauze’s 
innovative dry wall axe, were back 
– this time with an invention of  Mr. 
Floyd’s: a baseball cap liner to protect 
the heads of  players.

“Cliff  came to me just after a 
couple of  pitchers were being hit by 
balls in Major League Baseball,” says 
Mr. Pauze. “Cliff  noticed it and said, 
‘Hey, you know what, Pops? We need 
to come up with something that is 
going to protect our youth.’ He was 
thinking about the kids who play 
travel baseball right now. We went 
to our product developer, Bob Dickie 
at Spark Innovation in King, and 
between me, Bob and Cliff, we came 
up with the concept and took it from 
there.”

Spark Innovation was also a 
significant partner in the development 
of  the drywall axe.

Although they struck a deal with 
Ms. Dickinson the first time around, 
she later backed out of  the deal.

The axe is still “plugging along”, 
sold nation-wide at Canadian Tire, 
and experienced a significant bump Resident calls for re-think on Precinct

Dragon’s Den winner Adam Pauze celebrates at 
Boston Pizza last Wednesday with wife Manon. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Continued on page 8

One-on-one Counselling 
Group Therapy Workshops

“Sometimes the brightest light comes from the darkest places”

125 Edward Street, Aurora, Ontario L4G 1C3
Call Helen at: 1-866-220-6151   905-727-6802

The Journey To Recovery Program is an outpatient program suitable for the individual who is 
aware of alcohol/chemical dependency but wishes to address it privately (pay per use).
Journey To Recovery runs in 30 day intervals providing two one on one counselling sessions 
per week, daily group therapy, and psycho educational classes. The program takes place during 
evening hours enabling the individual to continue working or tending to other life obligations 
while addressing chemical dependency issues.
Journey To Recovery can refer to withdrawal management as well as residential treatment  
if required. 

JOURNEY TO 
RECOVERY 
PROGRAM

JOURNEY TO 
RECOVERY 
PROGRAM

Aurora/King - A new report has just 
been released which reveals 7 costly 
mistakes that most homeowners make 
when selling their home, and a 9 Step 
System that can help you sell your 
home fast and for the most amount of  
money. 

This industry report shows clear-
ly how the traditional ways of  selling 
homes have become increasingly less 
and less effective in today’s market. 
The fact of  the matter is that fully three 
quarters of  home-sellers don’t get what 
they want for their homes and become 
disillusioned and - worse- fi nancial-
ly disadvantaged when they put their 
homes on the market. 

As this report uncovers, most 

home-sellers make 7 deadly mistakes 
that cost them literally thousands of  
dollars. The good news is that each and 
every one of  these mistakes is entire-
ly preventable. In answer to this issue, 
industry insiders have prepared a free 
special report entitled “The 9 Step sys-
tem to Get Your Home Sold Fast and 
For Top Dollar”. 

To hear a brief  recorded mes-
sage about how to order your FREE 
copy of  this report call toll-free 
1-800-596-7210 and enter 1000. You 
can call any time, 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week. 

Get your free special report NOW to 
fi nd out how you can get the most mon-
ey for your home. 

Which of These Costly Homeseller 
Mistakes Will You Make When You 
Sell Your Aurora Home?

This report is courtesy of Alex Malia, Sales Rep, Keller Williams Realty Centres, Brokerage. Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently 
under contract. Copyright © 2015

Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

Confusion over Cultural Precinct could delay plans for core
By Brock Weir

Enthusiasm for the future of  Aurora’s 
Cultural Precinct was dampened 
around the Council table last week as 
local lawmakers, municipal staff, and 
members of  the public alike expressed 
confusion over the next steps of  the 
project.

Wording in the report before Council, 
argued some Councillors, implied 
Council was giving its endorsement to 
the conceptual plan, which would see a 
significant re-think in the look, feel and 
purpose of  Aurora’s Downtown Core, 
and moving towards an implementation 
phase.

Others, however, said the conceptual 
plan was just that – a concept – and 
moving ahead was the next step in 
honing a sharper vision for the future. 

“I am not asking you to approve the 
concept, but I believe the approval in 
principle has already been given by 
Council with regards to the development 
of  a concept for a Cultural Precinct 
and, with that, and with the approval 
moving forward with phase three, we 
are continuing on and hope to get to a 
point where Council will be provided 
with a report and recommendations on 
how to move forward, and the strategies 
to move forward, on a Cultural Precinct 
sometime in February or March,” 
explained Al Downey, Director of  Parks 
and Recreation, who is taking the lead 
on the Precinct plan.

Nevertheless, wording in the report 
outlining Council’s “endorsement” 
worried some Councillors who, earlier 
in last week’s Council meeting, were 
faced with significant concerns from 
area residents as well as members of  
Trinity Anglican Church. 

“We all agree it is a great idea and is 
a vital part of  how we’re going to drive 
people to the Downtown Core,” said 
Councillor Jeff  Thom. “We certainly 
want to make sure we include as many 
voices as possible in the process, but 
when you look back at what we have 
done so far…the plan conceptually 
hasn’t changed all that much [following 
public input]. The plan is almost 

identical to the original plan that was 
given to us. My concern is if  we move 
forward, tacitly or otherwise, with the 
plan we have…it says consultation says 
the plan is great, which is not borne out 
by the people here.”

These concerns were shared by 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner, who said 
there were many missing pieces to the 
plan so far, including an inventory of  
all “historical” properties in Yonge 
and Wellington’s southeast quadrant, 
parking studies, a study on the use of  
existing buildings (as well as re-use), any 
zoning changes that might be needed, 
the impact of  multi-residential use on 
the neighbourhood, and the potential 
of  “commercial infiltration” into what 
has traditionally been a residential 
neighbourhood.

“I am prepared to receive for 
information and do nothing else with 
this, certainly nothing in principle,” 
she said. “It is true that the community 
endorsed the idea of  having a culturally-
focused area in the southeast historical 
quadrant. That was entrenched in the 
promenade plan. I believe everyone 
at this Council table would like to see 
that happen, but it was just an idea. I 
think we have a wonderful opportunity 
to mark our Council as a very special 
forward-thinking, and a Council that 
really cared about making Aurora better 
for its residents. Let’s be careful and let’s 
do it right.

“From what I understand at the table 
and from what I have heard, ‘receive for 
information tonight’ is an endorsement 
of  that plan. I see people shaking their 
heads, but it sounds to me that that is 
what is happening and that is what is 
already happening. I think due diligence 
needs to be done now.”

Among those disagreeing with this 
assessment was Mayor Geoff  Dawe 
who reiterated the Cultural Precinct 
“concept plan” is still in the incubation 
phase and remains a concept.

“‘Conceptual’ is the word and we’re 
not moving forward with anything but 
a concept,” said Mayor Dawe. “I want to 
have all the information I can get before 
I make a decision on how I think best to 

move forward.”
Added Councillor Tom Mrakas: “Do 

I have some issues with the concept of  
the plan? I do, but I don’t think it is the 
time and place to do it. We continue on 
the path we have provided our director 
to take with the consultants, get all the 
information we need to finally look at 
this, take the residents’ concerns, sit 
down, lock the nine of  us in a room and 
actually get something done with this 
area.

For me, this area, especially [the 
block bordered by Yonge Street, Mosley 
Street, Victoria Street, and Church 
Street] is something that will kick-start 
the revitalization of  the downtown, 
something this Town needs, something 
this Town has been looking to do for 15 
years. This time we have an opportunity 
to do it right, come out with a plan 
everyone can see and be happy with 

it, and the vision for Aurora can move 
forward in a way Aurora as a whole 
wants it to.”

From the perspective of  Councillor 
Paul Pirri, now is not the time to delay.

“You don’t grow a community by 
not doing anything and letting things 
wither and die. There is an opportunity 
to do something,” he said. “What exactly 
that is nobody has known for the last 
15 or 20 years. We’re coming forward 
with a plan for the area to drive people 
not just to Yonge Street to go shopping, 
but hopefully to the Cultural Centre, to 
the Armoury, depending on what gets 
created there in the future.

“Is everything going to be rock solid 
in our conceptual plan? No. I would 
argue it is not intended to be, either. It 
gives an idea, it gives a vision, it gives 
something to aspire to, and I think that 
is what is important here.”

AYSC seeks Town’s help  
for new facility

By Brock Weir

The Aurora Youth Soccer Club has 
recently made great strides in helping 
their players take the next steps to the 
big leagues, but despite top-notch soccer 
fields in the area, the one thing that is 
lacking has been looming over the club 
for quite some time.

According to Jimmy Brennan, 
Executive Director of  the Aurora Youth 
Soccer Club (AYSC), the elephant on 
the field is a lack of  dressing rooms and 
the AYSC is seeking the Town’s help 
in addressing that deficit, ideally at 
Sheppard’s Bush.

“The Aurora Youth Soccer Club is an 
organization that continues to rapidly 
grow and strives to be one of  the top 
clubs in Ontario,” said Mr. Brennan, 
who made his pitch for a $750,000 
contribution from the municipality 
to construct a new change room and 
shower facility in the Town that could be 

used by all sports and teams that happen 
to be using the fields. “The facilities are 
absolutely brilliant in this Town. When 
hockey players come off  the ice, the first 
thing they do is go into the dressing 
rooms, shower, and get changed. [But] 
the problem we’re having is we don’t 
have one dressing room in this Town.

“We are bringing in teams from all 
over the Province, players are coming 
from Windsor and Ottawa, from up 
north, the GTA, and all over, and they 
have to get changed in their cars, play 
a game for 90 minutes in the middle of  
summer, and then they have to get back 
in their cars and drive home for another 
five hours, or to wherever they came 
from. We are asking for your help in 
helping us provide a dressing room and 
a great environment we can be proud of, 
just like every organization in Town is.”

Such a facility, he said, would be open 
to rugby and lacrosse teams using the 
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Jason K. Allan 

Estate Litigation 
Administration 

Planning 

15393 Yonge Street, 
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1

Tel: (905) 726-3188
Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.jallanlaw.com
jason@jallanlaw.com

Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GARDINER MILLER ARNOLD LLP 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 

 
Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 

G  A M 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel:  416-363-2614   Fax:  416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-9361 (Aurora Line) Gerry Miller 

Managing Partner 

Railing Sale!

Railing Sale!
Replace your railing with 

Canadian Made, Custom Built, 
Powder Coated Aluminum Railing 

from Lifestyle-Oasis. 

Available in: White, black, brown or driftwood.

SAVE 

10% 
during our
Winter Sale

$35.00/ft.

Post & installation extra

Expires February 29, 2016

Call 905-726-4349 today 
for a FREE estimate!

Or visit us at 240 Industrial Parkway South, Aurora
MON–THU: 9am–5pm  |  FRI: 9am–4pm

 T.C.'S 
BURGERS 

EST. '93 
15198 YONGE STREET, 

AURORA, ONTARIO 
 

905-841-1380 
 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 
SINCE 1993! 

 
COME IN TO ENJOY  
GREAT BURGERS, 

DELICIOUS HOMEMADE 
SOUVLAKI,  
AND MORE! 

EAT IN OR CALL AHEAD FOR 
PICKUP! 

 

Our continuing commitment to quality products may mean a change in specifications without notice.  
© 2014                                                                         · Houston, Texas  ·  USA ·  www.daikincomfort.com

COMFORT FOR LIFE

The incredible  
shrinking furnace.
Daikin brand compact 34.5” short high-ef�ciency 
gas furnaces make installations simple, saves 
space and delivers optimum comfort! And, it’s 97% 
ef�cient.

*Rebates on Now!
* Call for details
136 Wellington Street E. #4

905-727-4258 | www.tholiver.com

Volunteer honoured for 40 years of work with Cancer Society
By Brock Weir

When John Hunter was diagnosed 
with cancer nearly 30 years ago, his wife, 
Liz, wished she had someone to turn to.

It’s not that she didn’t have family 
and friends there to support her as she 
helped care for John, but there are just 
some things you can’t share with those 
closest to you. 

“I just wished I had somebody there I 
could talk to and with family you can’t 
say all the things you want to just get off  
your chest,” says Mrs. Hunter, 81.

John succumbed to the disease 27 

years ago this week and, since that 
time, she has dedicated herself  to those 
battling cancer, often acting as that 
all-too-important sounding board and 
comforting hand. 

Mrs. Hunter was one of  several 
Aurora residents honoured for long-
time volunteer service on Sunday by 
the Holland River Unit of  the Canadian 
Cancer Society. She was recognized for 
her steady 40 years of  volunteerism with 
the organization which started with 
fundraising shortly after the couple 
immigrated to Canada from Jamaica in 
the 1960s.

“I was always brought up to help 
your fellow man in any way,” says Mrs. 
Hunter. “It could just be a smile or a 
kind deed. There was a lot of  poverty in 
the area we lived and we needed to help 
people. When I came here to a totally 
different lifestyle, I said to a friend, 
‘what can I do?’ I couldn’t go to work 
because my kids were young and I didn’t 
want to leave them, but she [suggested] I 
volunteer with the Cancer Society.

“I just started going door to door 
canvassing.”

Things escalated from there soon 
enough. When her kids grew up, she 
was back in the workforce but continued 
fundraising efforts door-to-door and 
becoming involved with the Society’s 
annual daffodil campaign. 

“I had so many family and good 
friends who got this dreadful disease 
and I just felt I had to help them,” she 
explains.

But the importance of  her work she 

and that of  her fellow volunteers was 
poignantly driven home with John’s 
diagnosis. Looking back over his 
struggle, she knew she wanted to be there 
for the families and caregivers of  those 
going through the battle and as soon as 
the Stronach Regional Cancer Centre 
opened at Southlake, she was among the 
first people to sign up as a volunteer. 

“In the Centre, I admire the care the 
patients get and the attention not only 
from the doctors and the nurses and all 
the technicians, volunteers, and staff  
who so genuinely care, but we too learn 
from the patients,” she says. “When I 
see what they bear, I put myself  into 
their position and ask myself, ‘Would I 
be able to handle this the way they do?’ 
The patients are absolutely strong, but 
they are so grateful and appreciative of  
anything people can do.”

Outside of  the hospital, Ms. Hunter 
continues her annual work with the 
daffodil campaign and encounters 
fledgling volunteers, often high school 
students completing their required 

community service hours, as they 
become involved with the Canadian 
Cancer Society for the first time. And 
sometimes these new volunteers also find 
opportunities to help within the walls of  
Southlake as well.

“I have stayed with the students on 
their first time to explain to them how 
very important this is, that they are 
doing a necessity and they are doing a 
wonderful job,” says Ms. Hunter. “They 
know it is a dreadful disease, but maybe 
they don’t quite realise that, sooner or 
later, they are going to know somebody 
[affected]. 

“You have to learn how to approach 
people on the need for funding because 
that is how we hope to find the cures. 
When my husband got it 27 years ago, and 
I see what they can do now, it is absolutely 
incredible. It makes you feel good they 
have come this far and a lot of  it is due 
to the funds we manage to get. There is 
nothing more rewarding to me in my life 
now than volunteering. It doesn’t feel like 
40 years and if  I could do more, I would!”

Sheppard’s Bush fields, or any other 
sports that happened to be on the turf, 
so it would be an investment in the 
community as a whole. 

This past December, the AYSC 
was named one of  two organizations 
involved in an expansion into the semi-
professional League 1 Ontario ahead 
of  the upcoming season though Aurora 
United FC, which will field a squad 
for men and women to allow players 
to stay with the club in Aurora before 
determining their next steps.

But there are certain criteria that 
need to be met with this next step.

“For the last number of  years, we have 
kind of  been pushing it off  and trying to 
get away from it, but it is something that 
is haunting us now,” Mr. Brennan told 

Councillors. “They are really pushing 
for us to make this happen and get our 
facilities right so we can meet these 
standards.” 

Founded in 1964, the AYC now boasts 
over 5,000 youth and adult members 
from across the community and beyond, 
providing not only youth programs and 
leagues for men and women, but also 
opportunities for special needs players. 
Mr. Brennan said the club would try to 
contribute to the estimate $750,000, but 
by getting some “expertise” on board, 
this number could probably get “a lot 
lower.”

Councillors received Mr. Brennan’s 
comments at the Committee level last 
week and referred them back to staff  to 
come back with a report.

With files from Jake Courtepatte

From page 7

Aurora resident Liz Hunter was 
among the volunteers honoured 
by the Canadian Cancer Society 
over the weekend for long-time  
volunteerism. (Inset) Bobby Pandolfi 
was recognized by Brenda MacGregor 
and Janice Hodgson of the Society’s  
Holland River Unit, for an impressive 
45 years of volunteer service. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Change rooms would be open to all sports: AYSC
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TAKE 
FLIGHT 

It could be a pair of track shoes, a theatrical costume, or maybe even a robotics set. 
If your child has a passion for something, we will harness it and take it to a whole 
new level. We will essentially attach a big set of sub-woofers to it and allow it to be 
amplifi ed to the world. If they have yet to fi nd it, we will dig down deep and explore all 
the possibilities, and not stop until we unearth that one thing that opens their mind and 
their eyes as big as humanly possible. It’s an incredible place to discover big, dreamy 
answers to the question,

WHO WILL YOU BE?
cds.on.ca/whowillyoube

The Country Day School offers JK-12 in 
a co-ed, non-denominational environment 
located on 100 beautiful acres in King.

13415 Dufferin St., King, ON  L7B 1K5
T: 905 833 1972   www.cds.on.ca

AT THE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

JOIN US AT 
AN OPEN HOUSE 

January 30
10 am – 1 pm

ASK US ABOUT OUR $10,000 ENTRANCE SCHOLARSHIP FOR GRADES 9 AND 10. 
DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 26, 2016.

CDS_KingWeeklySentinel_2016-01-15_FINAL_V1.indd   1 1/13/16   8:25 AM

CI Investments’ G5|20 Series solutions are designed and 
managed to meet your needs by offering the growth 
potential of a diversified portfolio and protection for 
your savings. For 20 years, you will receive guaranteed 
annual cash flow equal to 5% of the Guaranteed Asset 
Value. The guaranteed cash flow can increase but never 
decrease, through automatic locking in of a portion of 
fund gains. 

Are you preparing for  
or in retirement?
Do you want growth potential from your 
investments and guaranteed cash flow  
that can only increase? 

Please join us for a presentation hosted by: 

1508-1411_E (01/15)

Alexandra Papais, CFP 
Investment Advisor and Financial Planner  
RBC Dominion Securities

Tuesday February 16th 7:00pm
RBC Dominion Securities Boardroom  
14785 Yonge St., 2nd Floor

Speaker:
Amin Fernandez 
Vice President, CI Investments

RSVP:  Alexandra 905-841-8153 or alexandra.papais@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection 
Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ®Registered 
trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under license. ©2015 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved. ®CI Investments, the CI Investments 
design and G5|20 Series are registered trademarks of CI Investments Inc.

Sponsored in part by

Aurora Chamber of Commerce

Annual Mayor’s Luncheon
Wednesday, February 17

Reserve Your Seat Today: 
905 727 7262

or at aurorachamber.on.ca

Join us at Oakview Terrace
13256 Leslie Street, Richmond Hill,  

12 p.m. to 2 p.m.

 
 Come Welcome
 Aurora’s New CAO
 Doug Nadorozny

Thank you to our Sponsors

We’re part of your community and it is our privilege to serve you better. Our 
friendly staff is here to help, serving your needs with a complete range of personal 
and small business banking services. 

Call or visit one of these TD Canada Trust Branches in 
Aurora today.
Yonge & Wellington 
15255 Yonge St.  (905) 727-2220

Yonge & Dunning  
14845 Yonge St.  (905) 727-4123

Aurora Centre  
15440 Bayview Ave.  (905) 841-4177

Wellington & Leslie  
40 First Commerce Dr.  (905) 841-7550

TD Canada Trust

Convenient hours to serve you better.

M04706 (0411)
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Aurora’s Community Newspaper

 Tickets: $45 each or a table of 8 for $325

being held responsible for their 
actions with regards to human rights 
and environmental violations in ways 
other than just fines.”

But, if  Olivia finds herself  assigned 
to debate why Donald Trump – to pick 
a presidential candidate at random (or 
not) – is the best thing to happen to the 
United States, she is prepared for that.

“One thing debating has taught 
me is how to argue against your own 
beliefs, which I actually think is a 
decent life skill: how to swallow your 
pride, accept you have an opinion, 
and that is what it is. You can’t say 
your opinion is right on something 
like politics. Everyone has their own 
belief  system and ideals. Someone 
might very much agree with Donald 
Trump’s policies, and there are ways 
in which I can see why someone would 
agree, even if  I wouldn’t, necessarily, 
but if  I had to argue why he would be a 
great candidate, I could.”

Topics Olivia can confirm she is 
tackling in other areas are no less 
heady. For her persuasive speech, 
she is preparing arguments on the 
problems with juvenile incarceration 
in both Canada and the United States, 
an issue she says raises a “multitude 
of  concerns.”

“In 22 states, children are able to 
be prosecuted as adults,” she says. 
“If  you are 10-years-old and you 
commit a crime, you could possibly be 
serving life in prison. It doesn’t make 
any sense, especially when you have 
children in situations that are hostile 
like prisons. You are kind of  breeding 
them in a way at such a developmental 
stage of  their lives to be scared of  
things and to hate authority. 

“Offenders who get put in prison 
before the age of  18, have an 80 per cent 
higher chance of  reoffending because 
they just grow to hate police officers 
and hate authority, and hate adults, 
and it is this awful situation. You need 
to focus on making kids better, not 
sticking them in jail.”

For her reading, Olivia has chosen 

a selection from The Day the Voices 
Stopped about a man who, after 
30 years, no longer suffers from 
schizophrenia, but debating, she says, 
is her true passion. 

Olivia, now in Grade 11, first went to 
Debate Camp in the summer following 
Grade 8. One of  the instructors at the 
camp told her it takes two years to get 
really good at it, and Olivia says she 
took this as a challenge. By Grade 10, 
she began taking home trophies. 

“When I was younger and I was 
going to debate a lot of  older kids in 
content and policy-based debates, 
it was really intimidating because 
I hadn’t learned anything yet,” she 
says. “When I was in Grade 8 and 
we were talking about the heads of  
corporations and international law, I 
was like, ‘What is this?’

“The first debate I did was at this 
camp and it was a philosophical and 
moral debate with the resolution: this 
house has found concrete evidence 
that God doesn’t exist.’ The house 
would destroy the evidence and the 
opposition argues it would share it 
with the world. I was government and 
I had to argue why that would cause 
so many problems. It was interesting 
because it was so hypothetical. 
You were thinking about fallout as 
opposed to the specifics and facts. It 
was the first time I was confident in 
my speaking and it made me realise I 
could actually debate and it gave me 
confidence in other debates. [Since 
then] there have been competitions 
where I haven’t necessarily placed 
or didn’t do as well as I thought I 
should have done, but [debating 
competitions are] really about 
personal improvement. A good thing 
to compare it to is athletics like 
track or cross country. You can be an 
Olympic cross country runner and 
never come in the Top 3, but you’re 
better than the majority of  the world, 
you know you did your best, and I 
think if  you know you worked hard, 
practiced, and gave it everything you 
could, then I would be happy.”

Aurora student not afraid to tackle 
the tough issues facing the world

Olivia Railton’s talents 
are not limited to tack-
ling the tough issues 
in a debate. She is also 
an accomplished musi-
cian, as demonstrated 
at a Stone Road area 
home last fall at the 
2015 Holiday Home 
Tour hosted by Picker-
ing College. 

Auroran photo 
by Brock Weir
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COMING EVENTS

Arts & Culture

Lenses and much more!

*

Coffee House musicians look to provide Aurorans their moment of Zen
By Brock Weir

Do you ever have those weekend 
moments of  standing by the window, 
coffee in hand, watching the snow fall, 
or watching the sunrise, completely at 
peace with the world? 

For musician Jared Stafford, that 
feeling can be summed up as “ambedo” 

and it is a feeling he hopes to share with 
his fellow Aurorans one note at a time.

“It is that feeling you get when you are 
in a trance moment,” says Mr. Stafford, 
24. “It is tranquility, you become at 
peace, and time almost stands still. [My 
music partner and I] liked that concept, 
especially for a Sunday because at the 
end of  the week, people want to relax 
and enjoy themselves and get lost in a 
moment. We hope we can provide that 
experience though music.”

You are invited to come out and 
experience your own sense of  the 
feeling at the second Ambedo Coffee 
House Jam, which will take place 
this Sunday, January 31, beginning at 
7 p.m. at the Second Cup, located on 
Bayview Avenue just south of  Hollidge 
Boulevard.

The Open Mic night is the brainchild 
of  Mr. Stafford who has been looking 
for a local open mic night outside of  the 
typical pub and bar scene that would be 
family friendly and have an appeal to 
people of  all ages and musical tastes.

“I felt in our area there is a little 
bit of  culture missing with regards to 
the availability of  events for people 
who just want to go and perform,” or 
some young people who have never 
performed before, to have that outlet,” 
says Mr. Stafford, who says his own 
musical heart lies in alternative rock, 
with splashes of  the classics and show 
tunes. “This Coffee House concept 
is something I feel is appealing to a 
lot of  different people and different 
performers. It is a lot more intimate, 
it is lower-key, and you can bring your 
kids or grandparents and they can 

enjoy it too. It’s not going to blow the 
roof  off  the place!”

Forming the Coffee House at the 
Second Cup began with cultivating a 
good relationship with the owner. A 
regular customer at the location, Mr. 
Stafford says its bright, open concept 
design provides the perfect atmosphere.

“As a performer, it can be pretty 
intimidating to go and perform in front 
of  a bunch of  people you don’t know 
who may be a little tipsy and getting 
pretty loud,” he says. “It is a lot less 
intimidating when people are sitting, 
relaxed, paying attention, are quiet 
and are actually listening to you. That 
is the vibe we got on our first Sunday 
performance. Everyone was really 
interested in hearing the musicians 
and they were really respectful of  
that.”

At that first go-round, Mr. Stafford 
says everything went according to 
plan. They took what they liked from 
other open mic nights in the area and 
tailored it to the venue, while some of  
the rowdier elements were left firmly at 

the door. Looking back, he says he was 
“quite pleased” with the song choices 
offered by the various performers, 
including a lot of  selections atypical of  
open mic fare. 

“People were willing to try it because 
the setting allowed it,” he says. “I am 
going to [measure the success of  this] 
through the enjoyment of  the people 
who are there. I am big on feedback. I 
will be the guy who will ask everybody 
I get the chance to how they enjoyed it 
and what they would like to see. I have 
a whole strategy for the future, but 
for now this is definitely the starting 
venue. It is one I would like to keep 
going as long as possible with support. 
If  the reputation gets out there, that 
will be possible.”

For more information on the Ambedo 
Coffee House Jam, visit www.facebook.
com/AmbedoJamNight. If  you are 
interested in performing, drop Mr. 
Stafford a line through their Facebook 
page or come out to speak to him at the 
event itself. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 29
 “Let Your Spirit Soar”: Come and celebrate the 

15th anniversary of  the annual Music Night at Wesley 
United Church. Enjoy vibrant vocal presentations, 
instrumental magic, and Christian fellowship. The 
music begins at 7.30 p.m. tonight at the church, located 
at Woodbine Avenue and Aurora Road. Admission: $15 
($7 for children under 12). For tickets and information, 
call Bob at 905-727-5017 or any Wesley Church member. 

* * * * 
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, 

is pleased to announce John Sheard Presents the 
Great Reunion – A Night of  Beatles Classics. Take 
a walk down  Penny Lane, revisit  Yesterday  and 
wander through  Strawberry Fields. You’ll know 
every song! Cash bar – concert at 8 p.m. Tickets 
$25 advance, or $30 day of  concert, plus HST. For 
information, or to purchase tickets, call 905-713-1818, or 
visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2
The Newmarket and Area Branch of  the Ontario 

Registered Music Teachers’ Association presents 
its 2016 Fundraising Gala and Silent Auction today 
at 2 p.m. at the Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church 
Street. Join us for an afternoon of  spectacular music 
in support of  local, independent music instructors. 
Tickets are $20 for adults, $10 for students and seniors, 
and $40 for families. For more information, visit www.
newmarketormta.org.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5
The Optimist Club of  Aurora hosts a fundraising 

Wine Tasting event this evening at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre from 6 – 10.30 p.m. The tasting will feature four 
Ontario wineries, three food vendors, a silent auction, 
plus a professional wine taster to guide you through 
the process, all accompanied by a live jazz duo. Tickets 
are $20 and available at McAlpine Ford Lincoln or by 
contacting Greg at gjway2@gmail.com. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
The PROBUS Club of  Aurora holds their monthly 

meeting today from 10 a.m. to 12 noon at the Royal 
Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North. This 
month’s speaker will be Lesley Page and her topic will 
be “Life’s Too Short To Be  A Passenger.” For more 
information call Program Chair Cliff  White at 905-841-
2421 New members welcome! 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7
The Newmarket and Area Branch of  the Ontario 

Registered Music Teachers’ Association presents 
its 2016 Fundraising Gala and Silent Auction today 
at 2 p.m. at the Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church 
Street. Join us for an afternoon of  spectacular music 
in support of  local, independent music instructors. 
Tickets are $20 for adults, $10 for students and seniors, 
and $40 for families. For more information, visit www.
newmarketormta.org.

* * * * 
PARTAGEZ LE FRANÇAIS: This free French 

language conversation group meets today at Country 
Style Deli and Bistro (14980 Yonge Street) from 3 – 5 
p.m. The group welcomes adults – from Francophones 
to beginners – looking to put their French language 
conversation skills into action. Francophones and 
stronger speakers are encouraged to share their 
French language skills with less strong speakers. For 
more information, visit bit.ly/partagez_coversation or 
email Partagez.York@yahoo.ca. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, 

presents Drew Jurecka & the Hot Jazz String Quartet. 
Grappelli & Django, and the best of  Gypsy-Jazz. A 
great kick-off  to Valentine’s Day! Cash bar – concert at 
8 pm. Tickets $25 advance, or $30 day of  concert, plus 
HST. For information, or to purchase tickets, call 905-
713-1818, or visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13
The Resourceful Mother is hosting The Parenting 

Symposium with eight natural health experts from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at St. Andrew’s Valley Golf  Course for 
parents of  children or teens who want to maximize 
their family’s physical and emotional wellbeing and 
parent from the heart. For more information, visit 
www.theresourcefulmother.com. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, 

presents a FREE Family Day Carnival, featuring the Pan 
Fantasy Steel Pan Band! They took us by storm last year, 
so we invited them back for a riotous afternoon of  music, 
dancing, Local Colour Aurora creating in the galleries, 
family art activities – and all-around general merriment. 
Event 1 – 4 p.m.; drop in and enjoy! For information, 
call 905 713-1818, or visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

Local musicians Jared Stafford, left, and Ryan Lim entertain the crowds at their first coffee house earlier 
this month.

 Photo by Ryan Lim
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SPORTS 

MARCH 
BREAK 

Make Memories at

Call or email for details www.ridgewoodfarm.ca 
      905-727-8231

Ridgewood 
Farm

March 14th 
to 18th

 $360 +HST 
 Only 12 spots available

•  Campers ride twice a day 
    for an hour each time
•  Learn stable management
•  Fun games  and activities
•  Arts and crafts
•  Before and after care 
    available.

Riding 
CAMP

1344 WELLINGTON ST., KING CITY, ON | 905.727.9297 | 416.301.0299

FOR ALL YOUR DISPOSAL NEEDS

M I N I  •  B I N S

SERVICING AURORA & SURROUNDING AREA, 7 DAYS A WEEK

Nominations

 OPEN
HOUSE

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE 
WHO MIGHT BELONG 

IN THE HALL OF FAME?
Introduction into the Aurora Sports Hall of Fame is our town’s

 highest sporting honour. 
The Aurora Sports hall of Fame recognizes and celebrates

 the individuals who have contributed to Aurora’s rich sports legacy. 
If you know someone you think could be in the hall, 

tell us and we will help you with the process. 

INDUCTION CATEGORIES ARE: 
Athlete 
Coach 

Builder/Contributor 

For more information or to submit a nomination: 
visit: aurorashof.ca/nomination-process |email: project.manager@aurorashof.ca 

Call: 647.632.6911

Thursday 
February 4th 
5:30-7:30pm 

held in the 
Legacy of Sport 
Exhibit - Aurora 

Museum 
& Archives, 

22 Church St.

Hurricanes tame Aurora Tigers to 
snap winning streak

By Jake Courtepatte

A pair of  streaks came to an end at the 
Ray Twinney Complex in Newmarket 
last Thursday, but the joy was one-sided.

The Newmarket Hurricanes halted a 
two-game losing streak with a 4 – 3 victory 
over the Aurora Tigers, whose three-goal 
deficit in the first was too much to keep a 
five-game winning streak afloat.

Aurora goaltender Josh Boyko seemed 
almost stunned by the time he heard 
the first intermission buzzer, allowing 
goals from Ryan Young, Jonathan Colley 
and Max Routledge through twelve 
Hurricane shots.

Captain Daniel Mantenuto slowed 
the bleeding just over a minute into the 
second period, tapping in a gimme that 
Canes goalie Dalton Ewing thought was 
under his pad.

The Tigers couldn’t capitalize on an 
almost two minute-long 5-on-3’s, and paid 
for it when former Tiger Todd Winder 
put the Canes back on top by three late in 
the second period.

Ryan Shaw, sent the other way in the 
deal that made Winder a Hurricane, 
scored for the Tigers in the third while 
Drake Board added one of  his own, 
eventually succumbing to a 4 – 3 score.

Despite what happened on the ice, it 
can hardly be called a loss when so much 
is gained for charity.

The game was this season’s installment 
of  the annual “Pink in the Rink” charity 
game, with all proceeds going to the 
Stronach Regional Cancer Centre at 
Southlake Regional Health Centre.

Though final numbers are still being 
tallied, last year’s event raised over 

$15,000, while almost 500 fans showed up 
last week to show their support.

“The sight is just incredible,” said 
Newmarket-Aurora MP Kyle Peterson. 
“The rivalry here is great, but for these 
two teams to come together for charity 
really is something special.”

With the home team decked out in 
vibrant pink uniforms, both teams took 
time to remember two former Hurricanes 
– KJ Ramolla and Kevin Lord – as well as 
Josh Sedore, the son of  Steve Sedore, a 
former Hurricanes assistant coach.

It was the first Hurricanes victory in 
the annual battle in three years.

“You can always expect a good 
battle between these two teams,” said 
Newmarket Mayor Tony Van Bynen. “No 
matter what, you get what you paid for.”

With the regular season schedule 
winding down, however, the focus does 
have to be put on the standings board. As 
the loss was the Tigers’ only game of  the 
week, they have fallen four points behind 
the Markham Royals for first place in 
the OJHL’s North division, who earned 
back-to-back wins on the road over the 
weekend.

It’s far from a comfortable position, 
sitting in fifth in the Northeast 
conference.

The Tigers return to the Aurora 
Community Centre for consecutive home 
games this weekend, starting Friday 
evening when they host the Georgetown 
Raiders, who lead the Southwest 
conference. Only a dozen games remain 
before the postseason.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

Aurora Tigers peewees put on scoring 
clinic at Toronto tournament

By Jake Courtepatte

With a series against the rival 
Newmarket Redmen looming, the 
Minor Peewee A Tigers picked up an 
extra boost of  confidence at just the 
right time.

They came away the champions at 

the Toronto Aeros’ annual “Winter 
Challenge” tournament, held last 
weekend. 

A 2 – 2 tie with the Fox Valley 
Cyclones of  Chicago would prove 
to be the only falter in the Tigers’ 
system, handily shutting out the 

Snowball Hearth
& Home (since 1983)

WOOD • GAS • FIREPLACES • STOVES

1324 Wellington St. W., King City 
905-727-2392

No Power, No Problem.
Engineered to circulate air through 
natural convection, the Valor Horizon 
Fireplace is a highly effi cient fi replace  
without a fan – providing reliable heat, 
even during a power failure.
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Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps
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Are You A Business 
owner with Questions 
ABout trAnsition?

Guest speakers 
Charles aCkerman, Cpa, Ca 
Director of Transaction Advisory 

peter Bowen 
Vice President  
Tax & Retirement Research 
Fidelity Investments

Jonathan Verity  
District Vice President  
Fidelity Investments

eVent Details 
Tuesday, February 23, 2016 | 7:00 p.m.

RBC Dominion Securities 
2nd Floor Conference Room 
14785 Yonge Street | Aurora, ON

 
 

hosteD By 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exler Wealth Management Group  
of RBC Dominion Securities 

www.johnexler.com

John exler, Cfp, Cim 
Associate Portfolio Manager  
john.exler@rbc.com

eileen VarDon, pfp 
Associate Investment Advisor 
eileen.vardon@rbc.com

Join us and hear industry experts discuss business ownership 
hot points—from valuation, taxation and price analysis, to sale 
and everything in between.

rsVp 
Attendance is complimentary, but seating is limited. To ensure  
your seat, please RSVP to 905-841-8140 or 1-855-841-2299.  

Funded in party by:

Dr. Andrea  
Fiume 
Class of 2005

“Villanova gave me  

a strong foundation  

in the sciences and  

the skills necessary  

to succeed.”

PEDIATRIC RESIDENT

• Grades 4-12 Co-Ed
• STEM & AP Programs
• University Preparatory

• Tuition Assistance
• Catholic Tradition of 

Academic Excellence

I Got My  
Start At  
Villanova

DROP IN FOR YOUR PERSONAL TOUR ON THE FIRST THURSDAY 
OF EVERY MONTH FROM OCTOBER–MAY, 10AM–12PM.

905-833-1909 • admissions@villanovacollege.ca  
www.villanovacollege.org • King City, Ontario

905-726-4132

January 30 - 4 Saturdays
February 21 - 4 Sundays

NEXT COURSES START:

G2 ROAD
TEST PASS
GUARANTEE!!

Toronto Shamrocks 3 – 0 later the same 
afternoon.

An 8 – 1 win over the Sudbury Wolves 
and a 6 – 0 shutout of  the Don Mills 
Mustangs followed, leaving Aurora as 
the top seed out of  round robin play.

A more confident Tigers squad 
entered the semifinal rematch with the 
Cyclones, earning a 5 – 1 victory early 
Sunday morning to send Aurora to the 
championship game.

There they met the West Hill Golden 
Hawks, winning 3 – 1 for their first 
tournament title in four tries this 
season.

The win came as a fitting closure for 
a season-opening wound, when Aurora 
lost 3 – 2 in a tournament championship 
in Toronto early in the season.

Six games over three days put a toll 

on the Tigers’ roster, never playing 
with a full bench. Despite this fact, 
the position juggling seemed to work 
as Aurora put up 25 goals-for in the 
tournament, surrendering only four 
against.

With one of  their preseason goals 
now under their belt, the Tigers have 
turned to the York Region playoffs in 
a five-game series with the Redmen. 
Aurora took an early lead with a 5 – 2 
win in Game 1 earlier this week.

The next game is Friday at the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex. 
Puck drop is set for 7:45p.m.

The Tigers finished the regular 
season with an impressive 31-9-9 record 
in early January.

For schedules, visit www.
auroraminorhockey.com.

By Cynthia Walters

The Aurora Panthers Midget BB team travelled to Chicago, Illinois to compete in the 2016 Winter Classic 
from January 16 – 18 and captured gold in a thrilling final game Monday afternoon vs. U19 College Jeanne 
Sauve Olympiens of Winnipeg.
The gold-clinching goal was scored by the Panthers with only 26.6 seconds remaining in the evenly 
matched championship game.
The coaches are extremely proud of the high level of compete from all 17 players throughout the tourna-
ment to represent Central York Region so well. 
This is their third gold medal of the season and the team now returns home to finish off their regular  
LLFHL season where they currently sit first at 19-0-2. 

They could get used to this 
Panthers come home with Gold again

Peewee Tigers end season on high note

Photo by Chris MacEachern
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

CLUES ACROSS

CLUES DOWN

 33. Three-toed sloth
 34. Actor
 36. Lawyer’s organization
 37. Maldives capital
 38. In bed
 39. Wedgelike metal fastener
 40. Winglike structures
 41. Mesoamerican resin
 44. Glasses
 45. Green
 48. Large South American 
       burrowing rodent
 49. Shoulder blades
 50. Noah’s boat
 51. A female ogre

  1. Molten rocks
  7. More (Spanish)
 10. Artists’ workrooms
 12. Radiant light around an object
 13. More threadbare
 14. Moses’ elder brother
 15. Become aware of
 16. Exclamation of relief
 17. Swiss river
 18. Mimics
 19. Colored fabric
 21. A bunch of bills
 22. Despised
 27. “Today’s” Roker
 28. “Twilight Zone” host

  1. Unkind
  2. Vestments
  3. A derisive remark
  4. Japanese apricot
  5. They __
  6. Soviet Socialists Republics
  7. Arad river
  8. Lined up one beside another
  9. Diego, Francisco or Anselmo
 10. One who analyzes metals
 11. To that place
 12. Expressed pleasure
 14. Fills with horror
 17. Find a sum
 18. Cognizant
 20. Female making debut 
       in society
 23. Members of U.S. Navy

 24. A group of three
 25. And, Latin
 26. Fall back time
 29. What was that?
 30. Inches per minute (abbr.)
 31. American/Canadian falls
 32. North Palestine region
 35. Bird beak
 36. Manila hemp
 38. Smart
 40. Three-banded armadillo
 41. Short cloak
 42. Scops owl genus
 43. 100 = 1 afghani
 44. A health resort
 45. Equal, prefix
 46. Microgram
 47. Make imperfect

130 Hollidge Blvd. 
905-727-6030

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 
• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

416-931-4450
References available upon request

• Dating  •  Public Speaking
• Self-Confidence Building

• Personal Motivator  •  Physical Fitness
• Diet  • Dress Coordinator  

Don’t Get Comfortable...

1-888-556-6222

rclegion1@bellnet.ca

legion.ca

Thank youThank you
from the Aurora Legion and Poppy Campaign 

to the residents of Aurora and Oak Ridges. 

We raised 
$47,326.55 

RSM 
EMILY WOODHOUSE

ACTIVE
GRAEME SHERMAN

- KEN WHITE First Vice & Poppy Chair

VET 
FRANK YOUNG

All funds raised through the Poppy Campaign directly support 
Veterans, serving military, and their families. 

Your donations help support: 

• programs and assistance for Veterans and serving military in need, and their families 

• medical training and research, and provide community medical appliances to assist in
   the care of Veterans 

• services through Canadian Military Family Resources Centres 

• housing and care facilities for elderly, disabled and homeless Veterans

• bursaries for children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren of Veterans 

• Veterans drop-in centres and meal-on-wheels programs 

• Sponsorship of cadet and youth programs

Soccer Club looks for continued 
relationship with Town

By Brock Weir

The Aurora Soccer Club is now 
in its 62nd year of  providing sporting 
opportunities to men and women within 
and beyond the community, now based 
out of  their Highland Park home.

The lease is up on the municipally-
owned land, however, and the group 
(ASC) is looking to continue its growth at 
the Clubhouse it has come to call home.

This week, Council is set to review a 
recommendation from staff  to renew 
their lease for a further ten years, with 
options to renew for two five year periods 
following that.

The recommendation came forward 
nearly a year after their current lease 
agreement expired and the Club has had 
to work with the Town on a month to 
month basis. The lease renewal, however, 

AbuseHurts Delivers Hope through 
weekend furniture sale

By Brock Weir

Their capable hands have helped 
refurbish Yellow Brick House and taught 
women and men coming out of  shelters 
and mental health facilities valuable 
skills as they get ready for a fresh start, 
but this Saturday you can put your own 
hands into the mix.

The Canadian Centre for Abuse 
Awareness opens up the doors of  their 
Edward Street warehouse this Saturday, 
January 30, and next Saturday, February 
6, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. with a special sale 
of  furniture, lamps, jewellery, dishes, 
pictures, clothing and gift items.

Proceeds from all sales will go to Abuse 
Hurts, a division of  the Centre, which 
assists over 200,000 people every year 
from over 100 agencies across Canada.

The Canadian Centre for Abuse 
Awareness moved to Aurora last 
June, taking over warehouse space on 
Connaught Avenue for their Delivering 
Hope program.

The Delivering Hope initiative brings 
together 10 to 12 women from local 
shelters who come out to have their hair, 
makeup and nails done, are able to pick 
out a new outfit or two, a new Danier 
coat and purse, and a full bag of  makeup, 
according to program founder Ellen 
Campbell. 

In addition to this arm of  the program, 
it also provides furniture, new bedding, 
used housewares, and other important 
items to help individuals who have 
suffered abuse get back on their feet. 

Partnering with the JRCC Furniture 
Depot out of  Thornhill to collect these 
furnishings, the focus of  the Centre has 
shifted slightly in recent years.

“Now that we are working with the 
JRCC, we are finding we are taking 
furniture we are not going to be selling 
to them,” explains Ms. Campbell. “Now, 
the JRCC helps us with furniture, and 
we help them, but we decided we would 
like to try and sell some of  the higher-
end furniture because we raise our own 
money and take no government funding. 
We have to be constantly finding different 
ways to raise money. 

“We were getting a lot of  older 
furniture, but it was solid wood, so 
we started painting it with volunteer 
painting classes. We paint some of  the 
older furniture, but we’re also teaching 
the women how to paint. They can come 
and learn for free, hoping they will come 
and develop a skill. We are going to try 
this on these Saturdays and if  it does well, 
we’ll open it up more often. I think we’re 
going to do okay because we can pick the 
furniture up; we charge for pickup, but 
not a lot, covering our gas and the person 
we have to hire to do that, but then we can 
give a tax receipt for the furniture – and 
we’re getting some nice furniture. I am 
hoping certainly over a six month period 
we will be able to raise a considerable 
amount of  money.”

The January 30 and February 6 sales 
run from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at 125 Edward 
Street. Parking and entrance is at the rear 
of  the building. 
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DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CREMATION

BLINDS & SHUTTERS

MORTGAGE

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

CRYSTAL
CLEANING

905-392-1589

 
...anyday
any time 

FREE 
Estimate

Commercial
Residential

416-677-7555
Renovations – Washrooms, Kitchens, Lower Levels

Hardwood, Refinishing
Hardwood, Laminate,

Stairs, Carpet, Tiles, Granite
Sales • Installation • Repairs

Why take a 
gas-guzzler? 

Hire an eco-friendly Hybrid for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $80.00 

Call Alan @ 416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
email: alan@eco-limo.ca   Website: Eco-Limo.ca

• 5 years warranty! 
• Over 10 years experience in construction fi eld 
• Increase the resale value of your home 
• Bring a fresh new look to your home

Call Richard (647) 703-6466   Email:  richard-tian@hotmail.com

$75 
EACH

Full renovations with permit.
Goldengate Property Development Inc.

$$75 POTLIGHT 
INSTALLATIONS

FAST & FREE ESTIMATES!

40%-60% 40%-60%40%-60%40%-60%
OFF 20 Years Experience

Custom Drapes. All Kind of Repairs

Silhouette Blinds
2” Horizontal Blinds
Silhouette BlindsSilhouette BlindsSilhouette Blinds

California Shutters
MONARCH DRAPERY DRAPES

 & BLINDS

Call Brian for Details 905-770-9363

MOVING

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

PAINTING

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
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KITCHEN & BATH

KARATE

Charles Emerson
Tree Service

ISA CERTIFIED 
ARBORIST

•  Tree & Stump 

905-801-5891
charlesemersontreeservice.com

Removals 
•  Pruning 
• Cabling 
• Bucket 
• Truck Service 
• Storm Damage 
• Brush Chipping   Pruning • Removals 

Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

mon-fri: 9:30 - 6:00pm
sat: 10:30 - 6:30pm

36 Shelley Rd. Unit 4 Richmond Hill ON L4C 5G3

Our Showroom

KITCHEN & BATH 

Oct 1 - Dec 31
2015

35%
OFF

GET

Custom Made Cabinets
Manufacturer

Call Us 
Now

(905)
787-0008

F R E E  D E S I G N  /  E S T I M AT E
www.ffakitchencabinet.com info@ffakitchencabinet.com

Cell: 289-380-0056    email: joe.schneider@rogers.com

FREE ESTIMATES 
Seniors and Single-parents enjoy 
a discount. 

• Experienced
• Mature 
• Professional 
 

      GENERAL HOME IMPROVEMENT 

“No job too small” 

SchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneider

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

Ramin Zarrinsaray
Mortgage Agent (Agent Lic. M15001998)
Mico Financial Corporation (FSCO# 11736)

647-949-7265  |  905-727-1686
ramin@micofi nancial.com

Serving the GTA, Richmond Hill, Aurora, Newmarket

HVAC

Replace your old ineffi cient furnace 
with today’s highest effi ciency models

up to 98% afue

12 Years Parts & Labour Warranty 

and a $250.00 OPA Rebate. 

Immediate installation at the best prices.

Liscensed and Insured.  Aurora 905.727.4258

           Call for Details 905-726-8886 

14800 Yonge Street Unit #135  905-726-8886

 

$1995

or

• 3 Private Lessons, 
          • Karate Uniform, 
          • White Belt Assessment 
 and Welcome Gift all for

Get the 
   early bird 
   DISCOUNT!

REGISTER NOW 
for 

MARCH BREAK

   early bird 
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From page 13

registered re-
ces required for 
local school aged 
child care centres in 
Aurora. Must have  
experience work-
ing with children 
ages 4-12 years. 
Available for part 
time split shift  
Monday to Fri-
day 7 - 9 am and 
3 - 6:30 pm. Please 
contact Marisa at  
amongfriendsday-
carecentres@hot-
mail.com

EXPERIENCED MEAT CUTTERS and 
labourers wanted. Cutting and deboning 
poultry products an asset. Labourers, $11-
$14/hr. Butchers with minimum two years 
experience - $16/hr. Apply to Abate Packers 
Ltd by email at: jobs@abatepackers.com or 
by fax: 519-848-2793.

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

High School 
Math Tutor in  
Aurora Test & Exam 
Review Homework 
Help University Prepa-
ration Tel 416-309-0143

IN-HOME CAREGIVER
Job description: Aurora, full-time in-home caregiver needed to assist with an  
overweight, school-aged male child. Live in or live out optional. For live in, 
no charge for boarding or lodging. Shift 1 p.m. - 9 p.m. Duties to include:  
supervision with personal hygiene, prepare and serve child with health meals  
according to diet as outlined by parents. Assist with extra school curriculam and 
light housekeeping. $11.25/hr. based on 40 hrs. weekly. 1 year to less than 2 years  
experience. Completion of high school and vocational college training. 
First Aid & CPR. Contact Rita by fax 905-264-1396.

Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
SKYLIGHTS

IDEAL STAIRS

UPHOLSTERY

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

NOW UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Quality Design Upholstering

647-389-0304     647-729-1553
email: qualitydesignuph@gmail.com

Call Today! Free Pick-up & Delivery

Specializing in Re-upholstering,
Custom Furniture, Refi nishing & Restoration

Re-upholster your sofa &
chairs like new!

Commercial & Residential
Antique Restoration

Save
50%

ON QUALITY
FABRICS

WHILE
QUANTITIES

LAST

SENIORSDISCOUNT

NOT EVERYONE
Needs your services

 all the time... 

Advertise in The Auroran 
At Your ServiceDirectory and

 be there when they do!

Call today:
905-727-3300 x 102

RENOVATIONS

Girl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’s

$35
Wash, 

Cut 
& Blow 

Dry

$65 
Partial 

Highlights, 
Cut & 

BlowDry

$29 
Full Legs 

& 
Bikini 

Waxing

$50
Micro

dermabrasion 
& 

Facial

$200 
Full 

Body 
Laser

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Colour & Highlights
Perms & Updos
Cut & Blow Dry
Keratin Treatment
Hair Extensions
Japanese Hair Straightening
Bridal Hair & Make-Up
Permanent Make-up
Microdermabrasion & Facials
Laser Hair Removal
Waxing & Threading

905-726-2333
150 Hollidge Blvd, Unit C8, Aurora, ON, L4G 8A3  www.Girls-Guys.com

   SALON & SPA

� en please also stretch the 
phone to make it wider and 
lastly, remove her email, in-
stead place her website www.
Girls-Guys.com.

SALONS & SPAS

GARDHOUSE CARPENTRY & CONTRACTING

905-939-7844

HOME RENOVATIONS
WASHROOMS • KITCHENS

BASEMENT FINISHING
Quality Workmanship Since 1978

Email: david.gardhouse@sympatico.ca
www.gardhousecontracting.ca

 Love where

    you live!

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket since 1996

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

REAL ESTATE

Residential & 
Commercial Real 
Estate Services for 
Aurora & Newmarket  
Liliana Usvat 416-708-
7454 Homelife Eagle  
Realty Inc.

OFFICE SPACE 
FOR RENT

SERVICES

FULL TIME POSITIONS
• Colour Matcher, Industrial Coating, 
Bolton, $20 / hr.

• CNC Programmer.. Bolton…  
$35-45K

• HVAC Technician G2, ODP, 313D 
req’d.

• Bilingual (French) Customer  
Service, Bolton

• Welders ………. All position MIG, 
Days and Afternoon shifts

• Assemblers (Mechanical) ………
Bolton $14-15 / hr.

• CNC Machine Operators, Full 
Time, Bolton—A & N shifts

• DZ Driver, Night shift, Bolton,  
$17/ hr.

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

“Our Business is People”

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6330 Fax

905-951-6300 Phone
866-274-7231 Toll Free

WELDER FITTER WANTED
Full time experienced (5 Years) welder fitter 

Company Name: Times Iron Works Inc.
38 Gormley Industrial Avenue
Stouffville, Ontario  L0H 1G0
Contact Person:  Thass Shan

Tel:  416-817-1114
Email: thass@timesironworks.com

E xpe   r ience     d 
Licensed Body 
T echnician         , 
Reputable Car Deal-
ership in Scarbor-
ough Competitive 
Pay. Please email 
m i k e d @ d o n w ay -
ford.com or call 416-
751-2209 ext 157

OFFICE SPACE(S) 
for lease. Great  
location in the 
heart of  downtown 
King City, from ap-
prox. 100  to 800 sq. 
ft. Great exposure,  
Contact Rachel 416-
402-4004.  

E U R O P E A N 
CLEANING LADY 
with lots of  experi-
ence and good pric-
es. Will clean your 
house or office. Ref-
erences. Cell: 416-
434-6229.

FREE TRAINING PROVIDED. You won’t have to work weekends, nights, school 
holidays or even the summers. Ask about our special limited-time hiring & training 
incentives (and more incentives if you already have a Class B licence). Also ask 
about child ride along.

Call 1-877-914-KIDS  
or email canadajobs@firstgroup.com 
(Please include your postal code or main intersection)

www.firststudentinc.ca
An equal opportunity employer  
that values diversity.

STEADY PART-TIME DRIVING 
OPPORTUNITIES WITH FIRST STUDENT

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

One day a week. Seniors welcome. Call Cephise 416-505-2770

     The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email Zach at zach@auroran.com

Carrier Delivery! 
 

Kids...looking to make some 
Extra Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch is that it will be employing the youngsters of Aurora in delivering our paper. The Auroran continues to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora.

 

Carriers wanted 
for The Auroran

AZ-Drivers Wanted @ CAT Inc! Steady 
Year-Round Miles! Sign-On Bonus! Long 
Haul Canada/US. Monthly/Annual Bonus-
es! Great Pay & Benefits! 877-758-3905

raised some eyebrows among Council 
member when the item came forward 
for review by General Committee last 
week, with some members arguing it was 
important to move forward now to give 
the Club a degree of  certainty over its 
future on the property with others saying 
more information was needed to ensure 
the best deal for all parties.

“We need to do some processes to 
be more responsive to these groups,” 
said Mayor Geoff  Dawe, noting he was 
in favour of  a new agreement, but one 
for five years while the Town’s lease 
agreements process gets overhauled to 
be more “responsive” to groups like the 
Aurora Soccer Club. “The lease for the 
Aurora Soccer Club was held up in legal 
for a while. I think we just need a better 
process to handle all our leases and 
that is why I am thinking...a five year 
lease will help us bring this into greater 
conformity and a better process.”

Councillors seemed to agree a better 
process was needed, but had different 
ideas on how to reach that objective. 
Councillor Michael Thompson, for 
instance, said a five year lease might 
impact any long term decisions the Club 
might have to make in the future, such as 
renovations, and longer-range bookings 
for weddings and other events.

“There is a potential for impact,” 
said Councillor Thompson, but Al 
Downey, Aurora’s Director of  Parks and 
Recreation, said he knew of  no plans 
for the clubhouse over the next five year 
period. 

Councillor Wendy Gaertner, on the 
other hand, said she was in favour of  
delaying a decision for a week or two 
for further information to come back to 
Council on the terms of  previous lease 
agreements.

“I want them to stay on the property, 
but my understanding was the last 
time around they were renting out the 
clubhouse and using the money for their 
own benefit,” she said. “In the last lease, 
that wasn’t to happen and they were only 
to use it for their own use.”

Martin Ambrose of  the Aurora Soccer 
Club appeared at the podium before last 
week’s discussion, noting the partnership 
between the Club and the Town is “what 
community is all about.”

“It is about doing the right thing for our 
constituents, respecting one another, and 
our institutions and the relationships we 
have with each,” he said. “We certainly 
feel privileged to be both a contributing 
and evolving organization within this 
community.” 

Town examines 
lease process

ADVERTISE 
in The Auroran 

Classifieds 
905-727-3300  

ext. 102
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Proud to have been helping 
Aurora residents with 

their Real Estate needs 
for 23 Years

Thinking of listing 
your home this Fall?

Call Sean today for a 
complimentary consultation 
on how to best prepare 
your home for sale.

Thinking of listing 
your home this Winter?


