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New executive
Aurora’s Probus Club has elected its executive for the 

2008-2009 year.
President is Bob Saunders.
Also on the executive are George Woolley, Vice-President; Marilyn

Munslow, Past President; Jim McCulloch, Secretary and Ron Canham,
Treasurer.

As the group does not meet during the summer, the next meeting will
be Wednesday, September 10, at the Royal Canadian Legion on
Industrial Parkway North.

Instant photos
Because The Auroran deadlines won’t allow us to get pictures to you

in a hurry after July First, we’ll do the next best thing.
Put them on the internet.
As soon as the day ends, parade pictures, courtesy of Rob Schuetze,

will be available for your perusal at www.auroran.com.
Go have a look.

Walking tour
The weather wasn’t on his side, but Auroran David Heard kicked off

his weekly “walking tour” Saturday morning.
He’ll do it every Saturday, leading up to Aurora’s Doors Open in

August.
Called “A Step in Time”, the tour will concentrate on the older homes

near the Town Park where the walk will start each Saturday, beginning at
10 a.m.

David will present history on homes located on Wells, Mosley,
Church, Victoria, Metcalfe, Wellington and Larmont Streets, and pay par-
ticular attention to the now empty Church Street School and Wells Street
School.

Opening was missing
A recent front page story on Aurora Council turning down a proposal

to install traffic lights just west of Bayview and Wellington Streets, some-
how got into print missing the first seven paragraphs.

So, here they are:
Aurora Council has voted once again not to install a traffic light

on Wellington Street just west of Bayview to serve the proposed
Aurora Gateway plaza.

In February, 2008, Joe Longo appeared before General
Committee to request a new access to the proposed commercial
development on the northwest corner of this intersection.

The approved plan at that time allowed only for a right-in/right-
out turn off of Wellington, and he hoped the town would agree to a
new signalized full access intersection.

He argued that 65 per cent of the business he expected at his
proposed grocery store would come from the west.

Without a traffic intersection west of Bayview, these customers
would be required to turn left at Bayview, left again at the next inter-
section, and enter through the neighbouring plaza.

He was supported by other proposed tenants, including the
Bank of Montreal, as well as Aurora Toyota, located on the south
side of the street.

But this was not the first time this issue had been 
before council.

No, we have no idea where they went, but they were there when the
reporter wrote the story. We checked.
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ALL YOU CAN EAT
DINNER BUFFET 

Howard Johnson Hotel Aurora 
15520 Yonge Street

Reservations - 905-727-1312
Please visit us at 

www.hojoaurora.com

      $11.95OnlyOnly
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Totally new 08 Chevrolet Malibu 
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The all-new 08 Cadillac CTS
2008 Motor Trend 
Car of the Year!

Hosting her third “From the Hill to the Grill”,
Newmarket-Aurora Member of Parliament Belinda
Stronach, served up lunch to a sold-out crowd at the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre Thursday. Enjoying dessert with
her is former Aurora Mayor Tim Jones, who will run for
the Liberals in the next federal election, as soon as one
is called. Ms Stronach has announced she will not run
in the next election. Auroran photo by David Falconer

Hot Spot 
moving 
to ACC1

Aurora’s Hot Spot, the place
for the town’s youngsters, is
moving.

Wendy Gaertner, who start-
ed the operation several years
ago, told The Auroran Hot Spot
will leave its Lions Club location
and move to the community
centre.

“Hot Spot will celebrate its
last Friday evening at the
Aurora Lions Hall this Friday,
July 4th, beginning at 7.30 p.m.”
she said.

The following Friday, July 11,
Hot Spot will move into the audi-
torium at the Aurora Community
Centre, just off Aurora Heights
Drive.

Hours and restrictions will
remain the same, she said.

Aurora turns down
peaking generation
station location

By DICK ILLINGWORTH

For more than two hours
of last week’s five-hour
council meeting, members
wrestled with the question of
a gas-fired peaking genera-
tion station to be located in
Aurora and the alternatives.

Finally, Councillor Evelina
MacEachern introduced a
lengthy resolution to the
effect that Aurora did not
support the site proposed by
Northland Power or a confi-
dential second site, known
to members of council from
another applicant, and if the
transmission line was to be
enhanced, the lines were 
to be underground in 
urban areas.

Due to the complexity of

the resolution, councillors
sought a recess so that
printed copies could be
made available to members,
which was eventually adopt-
ed on an 8-1 vote with
Councillor Evelyn Buck
opposed.

Jim Mulvale, Environ-
mental Engineer for
Northland Power, appeared
before council to present the
firm's proposal to locate the
340-400 megawatt gas-fired
Peaking Generation Station
on a former landfill site on
Bloomington Road.

He said the project was
being developed to respond
to the need for electr ical
generating capacity in
Nor thern York Region as
identified by the Ontario
Power Authority in its
Integrated Power System
Plan.

The OPA has launched a
competitive bidding process
to respond to the need for
generating capacity in the
northern part of the region
and the proposed Northland
site is adjacent to the trans-
mission corridor and the pro-
posed project will use state-
of-the-art low emission, high
efficiency technology.

Vending box issue settled?
An issue that has faced

Aurora Councils as far back as
1969 has been citizen com-
plaints about the proliferation of
newspaper vending boxes on
town streets.

A solution has finally been
approved.

Council approved the enact-
ment of a proposed bylaw to
licence and regulate the location
of newspaper distribution boxes

in the municipality and an agree-
ment be authorized with
Creative Outdoor Advertising for
the provision of Newspaper
Distribution Boxes Corrals.

In addition, staffers will review
the number of newspaper distri-
bution boxes as well as the pro-
posed locations to determine
whether they can be reduced.

The enacting bylaw was
adopted by council last week.

In a report, staffers noted
there were 100 distribution
boxes in 24 locations along
Yonge Street, Wellington Street,
John West Way and Allaura
Blvd.

It was also nopted that
Creative Outdoor Advertising
was prepared to provide the
town with the necessary corrals
at no cost as the firm generates

Please see page 13

Please see page 9
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COMING EVENTS
CONTINUING

Relive history with a family tour of Hillary House to relive the
history and the families who lived there. From the old furnishings
to the 19th century medical equipment, visitors will get a first hand
look at the life of a doctor and some of the equipment used to cure
common ailments in Aurora during that time period. Hillary House
is open daily through August from 9 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Call 905-
727-8991 for details.

* * * *
Thursday barbecue is back at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre from

11.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. at $4.50 per person which includes a
burger, drink, dessert and coffee/tea. No reservations are
required. The ever-popular bingo is being played Friday after-
noons.

* * * *
CHATS-Community Home Assistance to Seniors is looking for

volunteers to assist with activities in its Adult Day Program.
Positions call for a commitment of a few hours a week at the
Aurora location. Various times are available. Call Christine at 905-
713-3494.

* * * *
Every Tuesday from 9.30 a.m. to 11 a.m. it’s Story and Playtime

at Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway South. Call
905-841-8883 for further details.

* * * *
Every Second Friday, students in Grade 5 to 8 can gather at

Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway South from 7
to 9 p.m. For more information call 905-841-8883 or email
jonathanturtle@gmail.com

* * * *
A drop-in centre operates every Wednesday at the Community

Bible Church on Bathurst Street just south of Henderson from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m. It's open to all parents, grandparents and care-
givers. For more information e-mail Judy Hoffmann at jhoff-
mann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing every Friday morning at St. Andrew’s

Presbyterian Church beginning at 10.30 a.m.
* * * *

Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday evening at 6.30 p.m.
at Gabriel's on Yonge Street. New members are welcome. For fur-
ther information call 905-841-1352.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148 meets the first

and third Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street,
south of Wellington. For more information call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday of each

month at the Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30
p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday each

month at 57 Mosley Street at 10:30 a.m. Coffee Club at 9 a.m. and
lunch at noon. Call 905-727-3032 or 905-727-1080.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday night at Trinity

Anglican Church, Victoria Street at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at the Aurora Legion
at 7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women holds monthly

meetings at the Aurora Legion with a variety of speakers. There is
also a selection of interest groups. Contact Beverley at 905-727-
2151.

* * * *
The Aurora Seniors Evergreen Choir practice in the West-

McKenzie Hall of the Seniors’ Centre, every Wednesday from 3.30
to 5.30 p.m. under the direction of Tom Rainsford and Enid Maize.
For more information, call 905-841-9706.

* * * *
Tots (age 0-4 years) bring your caregivers for coffee or tea

while you enjoy story and playtime every Tuesday from 9.30 a.m.
to 11 a.m. at Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway
South. Call 905-841-8883 for further information.

FRIDAY, JULY 4
Town of Aurora Mayor’s Blood Donor Clinic, 1 Municipal Drive

from 11.30 a.m. to 2.20 p.m.
SATURDAY, JULY 5 

Merlin’s Hollow open house. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 181 Centre
Crescent. Free.

SUNDAY, JULY 6
The Aurora Garden and Horticultural Society will hold its gar-

 

 

Help is close to home...

AQUADIS TOILET & VANITY 

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre 
289 Wellington St. E. Aurora, Ont   •  905-727-4751

Hurry in...while quantities last!Hurry in...while quantities last!

Plus...Plus...

MANY OTHER PRODUCTS PRICED TO CLEAR

SALE

2418 Vanity
26” x 19” w/porcelain top 

   129
Reg: $159.99

00$

   3 Reg: $8.99
99$

K3012 Vanity
32” x 19” w/porcelain top 

   149
Reg: $179.99

99$

AKNA 250
One-piece toilet

   159
Reg: $299.99

99$

CEDAR GLIDER SWINGS
 $269.99Only

24-pack – Supersaver Batteries - “AA”
Sale...Sale...

den tour featuring seven Aurora gardens noon to 5 p.m. Tickets
are $10 each and can be purchased at R & R Revisited, 95
Edward Street; Caruso & Co.,15210 Yonge Street; Flowers by
Terry, 14799 Yonge Street; and Pathways to Perennials in
Pottageville. Call 905-727-5926 for more details.

MONDAY, JULY 7
Our Lady of Grace Church, 16 Catharine Avenue, is the site of

a blood donor clinic from 2 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.
FRIDAY, JULY 11

Creative and inspirational artist Raine Davis will teach young
adults how to wire wrap as they create their own wind chimes
using seashells, beach glass, beads and other recycled items at
the Aurora Public Library, 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Cost is $30 per
registrant and classes are restricted to people nine to 15 
years of age.

SUNDAY, JULY 13
Merlin’s Hollow open house, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 181 Centre

Crescent. Free.
TUESDAY, JULY 15

Aurora Council meets at 7 p.m. in the council chambers of the
Town Hall for the only council or general committee meeting dur-
ing July. Aurora Cable Internet, now Rogers Cable, will telecast
the meeting at 6.30 p.m. the following night and at noon the fol-
lowing Saturday and Sunday.

SATURDAY, JULY 19
Artists in the park today at the Aurora Farmers’ Market, Wells

Street, between Mosley and Metcalfe Streets. For further informa-
tion, go to www.e-aurora.ca/farmers market.

THURSDAY, JULY 24
Christmas in July at the Gateway Cafe & Lanes, 210 Edward

Street, from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Bring a non-perishable food item
and bowl for free. Food will be donated to the Aurora Food Pantry.

SATURDAY, JULY 26
Turn your trash into other's treasures at the regular Great

Curbside Giveaway. Take unwanted items to the curb today and
mark them free for others to pick up. To keep Aurora attractive,
please remove leftovers by 6 p.m.

AUGUST 12-15
Step into the world of watercolour with artist and teacher Alana

Biasi, designed to teach the beginner and advanced painter the
possibilities of watercolour painting. Course is for students Grade
5 to 11, and runs from 10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. at the Aurora
Public Library. Fee is $40 per registrant.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 16
The Aurora Farmers’ Market is part of the annual Aurora Doors

Open Event. This event will include music in the park. For further
information, go to www.e-aurora.ca/farmers market.

* * * *
Third Annual Doors Open Aurora featuring a variety of heritage

sites, cultural and community interest.
* * * *

Local author and historian John McIntyre will guide residents
on a walking tour of historic Wellington Street and southwest Old
Aurora. The tour leaves from the Farmer's Market at 11 a.m.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
Guest speaker Ivan Harris, Curator for the CBC's Broadcast

Museum, returns to the Aurora Historical Society at 8 p.m. at
Hillary House. He will speak about the changing technology up to
early 1900s, the different uses for light bulbs and lead discussions
on the spectrum showing the infrared lamp to the ultra-violet.
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905-727-9561
14889 Yonge Street, Aurora

www.graystonesrestaurant.ca

Schnitzels
our

specialty

Window Cleaning...Interior, Exterior, Solariums, Pellas & Storm Windows
Eavestroughs...New Installations, Repairs, Cleaning 

Chemical Wash & Gutter Guards 
905-727-0309

Having fun, making new friends and learning new

skills in a positive environment. Three reasons why

Tim Hortons is so proud to support the 150 boys

and girls who play Timbits Soccer in Aurora. 

Because with a positive start, there’s no telling how

far kids will go.

Fun brings everyone together.

© Tim Hortons, 2008

The first goal is having fun ®

Ron Wallace, left, editor and publisher of The Auroran, has been named president of the Aurora
Rotary Club, for the upcoming year. Former president Greg Foster pins the new president in a
ceremony that took place last week at the home of Jack Laurion, a Rotary member. Wallace is a
former president of the Richmond Hill Chamber of Commerce. Photo by Pat Stade

Future of Wells Street
School remains in doubt

In a letter recently to par-
ents of students formerly
attending Wells Street Public
School, the York Region
District School Board advised
that the architectural feasibility
study of the school had been
completed.

The feasibility study pres-
ents three options for the
renewal of the building to cur-
rent code and safety stan-
dards and all of them carry
substantial costs.

The feasibility study was
based on information received
from a contractor in May,
2007, and was carried out by
IBI Group and R.J. Burnside
and Associates to identify
strategies and the scope of
work and associated costs to
repair and restore the school.

It was pointed out that after
115 years on the same foun-
dation, the school was begin-
ning to show its age as new
and widening cracks in the
foundation were in need of a
thorough structural inspection.

Wells Street School was
originally Aurora’s first high
school, built in 1892 but didn’t
look anything like today’s
building.

It’s believed that when the
existing building was con-
structed in 1923, parts of the
original structure were includ-
ed.

The building has served
as an elementary school
since 1952 when the Aurora
and District High School, now
called Dr. G.W. Williams
Secondary School, opened
on Dunning Avenue.

The engineering consult-
ants have been monitoring
the physical condition of the
school over the past two years
and while they were confident
that the building posed no
immediate danger to occu-
pants, they were concerned
about longer term use.

The board made a deci-
sion to move the students
from Wells Street to Stone
Road, where they currently
attend school at Aurora Grove
Public School.

As a result of their ongoing
review, the engineers recom-
mended a through investiga-
tion of the building structure to
be carried out during the sum-

mer months.
Based on their observa-

tions, the estimated cost was
in the $1 million to $1.5 million
range.

The investigation involved
opening floors and walls for
visual inspection and because
of the scope of the work, there
was a strong possibility the
school would not be ready for
classes in September.

It wasn’t, so the board
arranged for alternative
accommodation for the stu-
dents to be provided in vacant
classrooms within the Aurora
Grove Public School

In October, trustees adopt-
ed a motion that staff be
directed to undertake addi-
tional investigations of the
mechanical, electrical and life
safety systems within the
school and the results be
shared with the community.

Since receiving the final
report, Board planning staff
has spent much time consid-
ering how to advise trustees.
Given the condition of the
building, doing nothing was
not a responsible option.

On the other hand, making
a quick decision without
understanding the long term
need for the school would not
be responsible.

Before consideration of
any of the options it is planned
to carry out a Student
Accommodation Review to
assess and study options
available regarding the future
of the school.

Provincial law, as set out in
the Education Act, requires
that these reviews include
extensive community input
and members of the commu-
nity will have that opportunity
through a series of communi-
ty meetings which are tenta-
tively scheduled for this fall
and next spring.

It was pointed out that the
establishment of a student
accommodation review does
not mean that the school has
been or will be slated for clo-
sure.

And Wells Street Public
School will remain as a distinct
school at Aurora Grove.

In April, the auditorium of
Wells Street Public School
was filled to capacity with for-

mer and present students,
staff, parents and friends of
the school as they celebrated
its 115 years of history.

Teacher/librarian Wendy
D'Angelo involved the stu-
dents in a school-wide literacy
project focusing on the history
and heritage of the school,
instead of presenting their
annual play.

During the opening cere-
monies, she spoke about the
tradition of the school which
she referred to as an old
School with a Big Heart, dat-
ing back to 1892 as the
Aurora High School, with J.H.
Knowles as principal from
1923 to 1958.

School Principal Larry
Fritiz, dressed in period cos-
tume, welcomed the guests
and introduced Trustee
Gordon Kerr and former
teachers.

It was also the first oppor-
tunity for parents and friends
to hear the school song, "This
is Our School" sung by the
school choir assisted by local
songwriter and singer Glenn
Marais on guitar.

Aurora artist Dorothy Clark
McClure was introduced as
she had granted permission
for the school to use her draw-
ing of the Wells Street School
as the crest on a school T-
shirt, which was worn by sev-
eral staff members and stu-
dents.

Guest speaker was
Jacqueline Stuart, former
Curator of the Aurora
Museum. She spoke about
the history of the school and
how back in the early days of
the area John Mosley subdi-
vided his land to include an
Academy, which later became
Wells Street School.

The Village of Aurora pur-
chased 16 lots in 1867 to cre-

ate cricket grounds which later
became the Town Park.

At one time there was a
three-tier fountain in the park
with the top tier for people, the
middle one for horses and the
bottom one for dogs.

A bandshell was built in
1892 which was replaced by
the Aurora Lions Club in 1950
and more recently with a new
bandstand.

She also spoke about the
barriers which block Wells
Street on school days.In 1893
the provincial school inspector
was critical about the lack of
playgrounds for the school
and arrangements were
made for students to use a
section of the park, resulting in
the barriers.

Following the opening cer-
emonies, guests were invited
to view the displays of pictures
and artifacts in various loca-
tions throughout the school
and explore a Wells Street
classroom of the past, the
present and the future.

Now students, parents
and old time residents hold
their breath as they wait for
information as to the future of
this historic school.

In June the Heritage
Advisory Committee directed
staff members to bring back a
heritage research report
including details on the future
use of the Wells Street Public
School as proposed by the
York Region District School
Board.

In October, 2007, the
Heritage Advisory Committee
received the Heritage Building
Evaluation Working Group
Report regarding the Wells
Street Public School.

The Advisory Committee
approved for designation the
school as a property of cultur-
al heritage value.

Tag system deferred
Last March Aurora

Council directed staff mem-
bers to review options to
allow waste pick up beyond
the current limits including
investigating the merits of
implementing a Buy Tag
system.

The town's current policy
allows three bags or items
per pickup for households
and 10 bags per industrial
unit, and Aurora is one of the
few remaining local munici-
palities to adopt such a
practice.

It was also noted that
staff has received feedback
from the public and a major-
ity of the calls are in favour
of implementing a Buy Tag
system especially during
peak cleaning periods.

Following a review,
staffers pointed out that
since the three stream
waste program started last
September, they have
received weekly calls inquir-
ing if a bag tag system
would be in place.

It was noted that there
were some exceptional cir-
cumstances where some
families could not maintain a
three-bag limit such as a
home with special care resi-
dents or group homes.

Staffers also carried out
a survey of adjacent munici-
palities outlining various
approaches to the maxi-
mum bag limits.

They found the average
maximum bag limit is three
with a bag tag program in
place to accommodate
excess bags at an average
cost of $2 per tag.

Staffers said that imple-
menting a bag tag system
would further enhance the
town's waste diversion from
landfill by encouraging resi-
dents to favour participating
in the no charge recycling

and composting programs.
Having a bag tag system

could also increase aware-
ness of modern waste man-
agement standards and
bring to light the actual eco-
nomic and environmental
costs associated with waste
generation and disposal.

Staff also noted that the
town may encounter difficul-
ty with some residents who
may perceive the switch to a
bag tag system as an
attempt to raise garbage
rates through an added tax
and suggested a through
and informative communi-
cation plan to inform resi-
dents well in advance about
the costs of the existing
waste management prac-
tices.

The proposed plan, sim-
ilar to that in other munici-
palities, would allow resi-
dents to buy the tags indi-

vidually at $2 or in quantities
of 11 for $20.

The general committee
received the staff report as
information and deferred it
to a future council meeting
for discussion.

When the staff report
came before council,
Councillor Evelina
MacEachern moved that it
be referred back to staff for
more information including
the impact of the three-bag
limit now that garbage is
only picked up every two
weeks.

Other members wanted
to know where the concept
of the bag tag came from
and sought background
information.

It was agreed that staff
members would report on
the various issues raised by
members of council early in
2009.



Council's term has been controversial,
And there's still two more years to go;
A lot of election promises were made,

But there's not too much to show!
- Poor Richard's Scrapbook  

Every year as an annual exercise, town depart-
ments compile statistics related to their operations
and provide a summary of their accomplishments
and initiatives from the previous year which is com-
piled into an Annual Report.

This comprehensive review advises council and
the public of performance highlights of the municipal-
ity for the previous year and sets out goals for the
current year.

The 2007 Annual Report was presented to the
general committee last May and provided information
in detail of the initiatives and the continued collective
efforts of staff to provide the highest and best level of
service to the residents and businesses they serve.

When the report came to the general committee,
some members expressed concern that it was a staff
report without council input, even though it had
always been a staff report which included a message
from the mayor.

At the meeting, Mayor Phyllis Morris said she was
in the process of preparing a 10-page summary of
the many achievements of council which would be in
a report to the community from the mayor and coun-
cillors.

It was finally agreed to receive the staff report as
information and for the mayor and the Chief
Administrative Officer to work together on one report
for the municipality.

Although the year is almost half over, citizens are
still waiting for the Town's Annual Report, while the
mayor issued her personal report titled "What a
Difference a Year Makes", which was a first for
Aurora.

The mayor reports that she was pleased by how
often council members had been able to find com-
mon ground on many issues.

The significant drop in close, recorded votes, as
compared with previous councils, was one indication
that council has been working hard to reach consen-
sus.

Not wishing to rain on the mayor's parade, the vot-
ing record is that of block voting with several 5-4
recorded votes for the Morris/MacEachern team.

Based on preliminary results, with the appoint-
ment of John Gallo, the voting record could be 6-3.

Rather than an action-oriented council, it has
become one of constant deferrals as members
appear unable to make decisions as it took four
deferrals before there was agreement to approve
$15,000 for pathway lighting in Lambert Willson Park.

An astute letter writer to The Auroran noted that
there too many "I's" in the Mayor's Report and not
enough "We's" with the final count 54 to 6.

Every month staff produces a comprehensive 30-
or-more page report on pending issues brought
before council or committees which are deferred for
some reason or other and the list keeps getting
longer as it is normally received as information with
no action taken.

In addition to the various issues on the pending
list there are two very important issues that need to
be discussed prior to the next municipal election and
which were promised during the mayoralty debate
prior to the last election: a ward system for the
municipality and more representation at regional
council.

All candidates agreed the town should have a sec-
ond representative with Mayor Morris adding that a
strong voice was needed at the region, but so far
there has been little, if any, public debate at Aurora or
regional council.

Regarding a ward system for Aurora, the mayor
said she had supported a motion to have a referen-
dum for a ward system on the ballot for this election
but it had been defeated by council and she added
that citizen input should be obtained.

If action on a ward system is to take place as a
referendum in the 2010 municipal election, it's time
to get working on it now, possibly with the establish-
ment of an Ad Hoc Advisory Committee for each
issue.

There's still time to switch from a deferral council
to an action-oriented council, if there is the political
will to do so.
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group is still

deferring items

Poor Richard
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We may never understand why anyone would get rid of a school yearbook, but someone dropped a copy of the 1961 Atom
yearbook from Aurora and District High School (Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School) in our lap at the second-hand book-
store - R & R Revisited - recently. The book is incredible and above is one of hundreds of old photographs found inside
its covers. We chose the student council for that year. They are, front row, left to right, Nancy White, Eleanor Smith, Karen
Stein, Joann Lysecki, Bob McBurney, Nancy Darrach, Barbara Bolsby, Ann Huizingh, Nancy Greensides, and Susan Crisp.
Middle row, left to right, Al Hutchins, Walter Shultes, Phyllis Hutchins, Janet Irvine, Shirley Weir, Dorothy Carleton, Carolyn
North, Cherryl MacDonald, Kirsten Jensen, Joan Fluck, Bill Atkinson, Mike Blackett and John Lacey. Top row, left to right,
Barry Wilkens, Don Graham, John Hird, Wolfe Buchholz, Jon Wilson, Peter Veltheer, Jim Hadcock, Jim Best, Jim Maxwell,
Keith Munroe, and Thomas Patterson. Absent when the photo was taken were Nancy Davis, Hilda Boneschaker, Andy
Peterson, Cary Moses, Robert Tetley and Patricia Garstang. Maybe whoever left the book didn’t realize it was in a box of
used books. Tell us the name on the inside front cover and you can have it back if you wish.

SOYRA takes exception
to ‘Poor Richard’ remarks

Open letter to
Richard Illingworth:

Dear Mr. Illingworth,

The Society of York
Region Artists (SOYRA)
would like to invite you
to our next meeting so
that you can enjoy the
positive energy of our
group and update your
understanding of the
organization itself. We
also invite you to have a
discussion with our
executive members.

In the meantime, we
would like to clarify and
correct some informa-
tion from your "Poor
Richard" column of May
20.

1. In recent years our
membership tripled and
we are actively engaged
in promoting the arts in
York Region.

Aurora is our home
base, but we are an
inclusive, not exclusive
group. We welcome
artists from all of York
Region.

Currently, six execu-
tive members are long
time residents (more
than 20 years) of Aurora.

As well, nearly 40 of
our members are Aurora
residents and taxpayers.
It is important to note
that art societies are
not, and should not be,
comprised of members
from just one town.

Our Aurora artists
and regional artists are
welcomed in other art
societies and shows. As
you know, this is com-
mon practice.

Support among com-
munity groups is vital for
the promotion of the
arts.

2. Any communication
we have had with the
town has been public,
not "behind the scenes".
None of our discussions
bring up the question of,
"who owns the Town
Hall?”

SOYRA has hung
paintings, by agreement
with successive town
councils, over many
years. Does the swim-
ming club own the swim-
ming pool? Does the
soccer club own the
playing fields? No.

But all these commu-
nity groups have a work-
ing agreement to use
these assets and expect
that agreement to be
honoured by the Town.

In May, SOYRA had 
a concern that our
agreement was being
compromised. SOYRA
expressed its concern in
a letter to the mayor,
members of council, and
relevant town staff.

A meeting was con-
vened and a civil and
amicable resolution was
reached.

3. We currently have
two ongoing projects
with the Town of Aurora.

The Town organizes
Art Aurora, while
SOYRA members volun-
teer their time in the set
up, running and take
down of this event.

As in other well
known art shows, artists
from beyond Aurora
town boundaries are
welcomed.

4. As a group, SOYRA
is not involved with the
Skylight Gallery.

Artists may apply to
have the opportunity to
exhibit for one month in
the Gallery. Several

artists belonging to
SOYRA have been fortu-
nate to exhibit in the
Skylight Gallery, but that
has literally been "the
luck of the draw".

5. SOYRA does not
exhibit on the first floor
of the Town Hall.

6. Our rotation on the
second floor is on a four-
month basis, not three
months.

7. Any money
received by SOYRA is
the result of an applica-
tion for a grant. Our last
grant was for $300.

8. We have no knowl-
edge of your "abuse
from SOYRA members".

Would you be so kind
as to personally meet
with the executive with
specific evidence of this,
so we might clarify any
misunderstanding?

Perhaps more thor-
ough research is
required.

Objective and jour-
nalistic integrity would
then be met. In the
meantime, please
refrain from using such
hurtful language in a
public forum.

An apology to SOYRA
would be welcomed.

9. It is unfortunate
that you continue to den-
igrate the efforts of a
non-profit volunteer
society that adds so
much to the value of liv-
ing in Aurora.

SOYRA is pleased to
have a positive and
growing relationship with
the Town of Aurora.

With their coopera-
tion, we are able to pro-
vide workshops, demon-
strations, and art
exhibits. We offer a
warm and inviting set-

ting where creative peo-
ple can network.

Our members regu-
larly and generously
support The Aurora
Library and Southlake
Regional Health Centre.

We look forward to
meeting with you.

Bill van Oorschot   

President 

SOYRA 

Nancy Newman 

Vice-President 

SOYRA



Front Porch Perspective
By Stephen Somerville

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

A couple of weeks back, the provincial Tories held a policy town hall
meeting at the St. George campus of the University of Toronto.

More than 220 people attended, and Aurora was well represented
by a good-sized contingent, led by our MPP, Frank Klees.

I was also in attendance, in my capacity as first vice president
(responsible for policy and fundraising) of the local riding association.

This policy conference was for the GTA East and GTA West riding
associations and it was the first of five such regional policy gatherings
that will be held during the year.

The nature of this meeting was quite a bit different than the provin-
cial party Annual General Meeting, held in February in London.

At that meeting, the only question on the 1,500 people's minds was
leadership.

You may recall that Mr.Tory received 66.8 per cent of the vote and
announced he would remain on as Leader and lead the party to fight
the next provincial election, not scheduled until October 2011.

The tone of the discussions in the town hall was quite enthusiastic
and optimistic.

The volunteers realized that the party, having dealt with the leader-
ship question, now needed to get on with the work of strengthening
itself, recruiting new party members, raising funds and developing pol-
icy alternatives for the next election.

What was remarkable was that more than 200 people would give
up an absolutely beautiful Saturday to sit in a classroom and talk pol-
icy development. And an election is still three years away!

Despite what happened last October, people still care about the
party and want to be part of its renewal.

The policy discussions were split into two sessions during the day.
In the morning, delegates could pick from energy, or the environ-

ment, to name a few, while in the afternoon, people could choose to
attend the sessions on health, economic development, or rural affairs.

I chose to attend the energy forum in the morning and then the
health session in the afternoon.

Each session was co-chaired by two individuals; one an elected
MPP, and the other a volunteer with industry knowledge and expert-
ise.

The policy chairs first provided an outline of the process and the
expected timelines. We then spent that Saturday identifying what we
believe are the key issues within each of the portfolios.

No suggestions were offered as the party leadership, at this point,
simply wants to determine what individual party volunteers feel is
important and to identify policy priority areas.

Over the next three years party members will be shaping and
developing policy resolutions on a wide range of issues so that by the
time the 2011 election rolls around, the party will have a policy platform
that has been debated, and vetted by the ordinary volunteer members.

This is especially important in light of what took place last fall, when
most people recall the PC electoral disaster because of the "faith
based" issue.

That is why I am pleased we are doing these sessions.
You could really call this exercise "Back to the Future" because the

party is traveling back to its recent past to determine its future policy.
Under the guidance of then Ontario third vice president Frank

Klees, the policy process that began in 1993 was one of the main rea-

sons for the PC Party's electoral success in 1995.
The party developed a plan that was discussed and debated with-

in the various riding associations, and then at regional policy work-
shops before final resolutions were adopted after rigorous debates at
a provincial wide policy meeting.

These final policy resolutions became part of the party's platform.
While it is true that the end product - that being the policy platform

document - is the most important issue, how you develop the docu-
ment is also crucial.

Party volunteers were energized, as they had the opportunity to
make and influence party policy. This certainly did not mean that they
won everything that they wanted - as the Leader and his campaign
team craft a campaign strategy and theme out of the policy resolutions
- but the grass roots were consulted, and listened to.

So, why is all this important to me here in Aurora in the summer of
2008?

It is important for the simple reason that a democracy best func-
tions when you have opposition parties that are ready and able to gov-
ern.

Knowing that the other guy can do the job is a great way to keep
the incumbents on their toes.

By proposing detailed, and well thought out policy alternatives,
hopefully it will provide voters with that most important commodity
when they enter the ballot booth in 2011: a clear choice.

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Town Hall meeting

Inside Aurora
By Scott Johnston

There was a lot of sadness last year - and justifiably so - when
Aurora cancelled the July 1st Canada Day parade.

While it never attracted the crowds associated with our town's
Santa Claus Parade, perhaps due to the fact that not as many
people are out of town cottaging in late November, it was a
shame that another tradition of Canada's Birthday Town was
gone.

Fortunately, the parade is back - better than ever - for 2008.
But overlooked in all the angst last year was the related loss

of the one July 1st event that more than any other held in Aurora
that day, truly captured what it meant to be Canadian.

The Sidewalk Chalk Competition.
I'm not surprised if you're unfamiliar with this activity, as it was

one of the lesser-known events held in town on Canada Day.
Maybe this was because its budget (or complete lack thereof)

did not allow for advertising.
Or perhaps it was because this event was the first one of the

day, so necessitated getting up even earlier on a holiday.
Or maybe the combination of both getting up early on a holi-

day, and crawling around on the ground, sounded even less
appealing.

In any case, for a time it was one of Aurora's best kept secrets.
And what a great secret it was.
This competition was initially conceived as an inexpensive

way to keep kids occupied prior to the parade.
From a small tent on the east side of Yonge Street in front of

the library, organizers would dispense supplies, instructions, and
enthusiasm.

Children were given their choice of a few colours of chalk (red
was always the most popular), directed to their own slab of side-
walk, and tasked with drawing the best Canadian theme.

Kind of like a mini-version of the Canadian Achievements
mural at Yonge and Wellington, except without all the advertising.

Points were awarded for such things as originality, colour, and
creative use of sidewalk cracks (yes, feel free to insert your own
creative 'crack' here).

And make no mistake, the kids were both imaginative and 
talented, especially using chalk - a less than forgiving medium.

As more and more families gathered for the parade, many of
them took time to participate in this inexpensive (it was free) way
to pass the time.

Before long, the entire stretch of sidewalk from Mosley to
Victoria was being transformed.

It was great fun to stroll along and watch these creations
reveal themselves.

And no matter how many children participated, and despite all
of them working on the same "Canada" theme, it was amazing
how unique each vision was.

Some children drew one big picture - Canadian flags and
maps of the country were popular.

Others went for collages, packing in as many different ideas
as they could.

Soon everything that could possibly be construed as being
Canadian got temporarily immortalized on the sidewalk: flags,
beavers, canoes, loonies, mountains, ice skates, maple leaves,
moose, snow shoes, the Great Lakes, inuksuit, pine trees,
transcontinental railways, syrup, Mounties, hockey and lacrosse
sticks, and yes, even donuts.

Best of all, whole families got involved.
You could see parents initially watching from the sidelines,

and offering suggestions.
Then, before you knew it, they were down on all fours, as well,

enthusiastically chalking away with their kids.
Eventually, the sketches were completed and admired, and

maybe a small prize or two awarded.
The mini-murals would remain until the next rain, at which time

these sidewalk slates would be cleaned off, and ready for the
next year.

But in that brief time before the parade, this simple and inex-
pensive exercise reminded us of the importance of families
spending time together, the diversity of our rich heritage, and
how lucky we are to live in this wonderful town in this great
nation.

And that's what this day's all about.
Happy Birthday, Canada!

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com

Concrete Canada
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BOUQUETS to all the medical staff and especially
the nurses at Southlake Regional Health
Centre who not only perform their duties effi-
ciently but with tender loving care, especially

the nurses who gathered around Poor Richard's bedside
on his 92nd birthday to sing "Happy Birthday".

BRICKBATS to family, relatives and friends visiting
patients at Southlake Regional Health
Centre who forget the visiting hours are over

at 8.30 p.m. and often stay to 10.30 p.m. with their loud
talk and boisterous laugher bothering other patients try-
ing to get some rest.

BOUQUETS to Lucas Hiltz who filled in for Kelly Elliot
as Seniors’ Coordinator at the Seniors’ Centre
while Kelly was on maternity leave and did an
excellent job. He has accepted a position with

the Town of Ajax and Aurora's loss is Ajax's gain.

BRICKBATS to parents who let their children mark
up the brick wall on the interior of East Side
Mario's Restaurant on Bayview Avenue with

graffiti. Check the brick wall for the booths immediately
inside the front door.

BOUQUETS to Aurora Senior member John Best in
winning a Gold Medal in the York Region Senior
Games in Carpet Bowling. ASA members Jeff
Walker and Dan Zecchino won Bronze Medals.

BRICKBATS to the federal governments past and
present for diverting more than $500 million
earmarked for native schools and other proj-

ects.They spent the money on public relations and other
things over the past decade.

BOUQUETS to Penny Davey, sales director of the
Aurora-based Environmental Science &
Engineering magazine, funded by her father
Tom Davey an award-winning writer, on being

inducted into the 5S Society, an international group of
environmental professionals. Geoff Scott of Aurora was
one of the founding fathers of the Ontario Section of the
5S Society.

BRICKBATS to the provincial and federal govern-
ments for failing to take some action to con-
trol the dramatic climb in price at the gas

pumps when they could help the poor struggling
motorist by cutting their tax on gasoline, especially the
federal government's.

BOUQUETS to the five members of the Aurora
Selkies Swim Club: Christopher DaSilva, 9,
Dominque DaSilva, 10, Marco Covassi, 11,
Kiril Climson, 11, and Jonathan Bouchard, 12,

on bringing home medals after participating in their first
swimming meet. More bouquets to head coach, Yvonne
Cattrall, of Aurora.

BRICKBATS to the Harper government for failing to
support a fellow Canadian in his bid to be
nominated for a top international job as head

of the 122-country International Organization for
Migration. The Canadian is former Liberal Cabinet
Minister Sergio Marchi. Although the opposition claims
they are remaining neutral, it is rumoured they are sup-
porting the White House choice of William Swing.

BOUQUETS to the following Grade 4 students who
were the finalists in the Ant-Litter Poster
Contest: David Barranger, Gabriel Bernard,
Celine Bonanno, Alyssa Contreras, Chloe

Gibson, Olivier Lafreniere, Nicolas Mancini, Maximillien
Schmitt-Laurin, Athena Tsikrikas and the winner was
Cathy Avrutin. Judging was done by Aurora artists
Dorothy Clark McClure, Cathy Marshall, Diane Campo
and Bud Spitzer. Finalists were presented with plaques
at a recent council meeting;

BRICKBATS to Stephen Harper for naming Judge
Jeffrey Oliphant, Associate Chief of
Manitoba's Court of Queen's Bench to head

up the long-awaited investigation into Brian Mulroney's
dealings with Karlheinz Schreber. The Judge was
appointed to the Bench by Mulroney, which brings into
question the integrity of the whole process.

By DICK ILLINGWORTH

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationali-
ties
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Bouquets &
BRICKBATS

Letters to the Editor

Car + Home =
BIG SAVINGS

Peter Virtanen 
CLU. Agent, Aurora 

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR, STATE FARM IS THERE:
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

PO58005CN State Farm • Home Offices Aurora, Ontario • Statefarm.ca™
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

PLUMBING SERVICE 
(Serving York Region for more than 35 years) 

Residential–Commercial–Industrial 

905-727-3210

Pet owners must accept excrement 
responsibility, this reader claims

To the editor,

When is litter not litter?
When it's excrement,

that's when.
Doggie doo in litter bins is

a problem reported in detail
to council for years.

After eons of nagging,
pet-owners stoop and scoop
in public spaces and take
responsibility for disposal.

They conspicuously carry
plastic bags to alert all and
sundry they are responsible
pet owners and considerate
neighbours. It is truly a good
thing.

Some, however, using the
parks and trail systems do
not see the logic of having to
carry the stuff home.

"We pay high taxes," they

state correctly. "Why should
the town not provide us with
this amenity."

There are full and practi-
cal reasons. Cost is not one.

In a recent effort to curb
use of bins as puppy porta-
potties, stickers were stuck
warning if the practice contin-
ues, bins will be removed.

The message was polite,
concise and to the point.

Stickers were ignored
and, in some instances,
removed. The mayor
received complaints.
Consequently, in a public
meeting, staff were admon-
ished for the "tone" of the
message.That's unfortunate.
The problem is too serious to
be jabbed at.

Bins must be manually

emptied into a truck by parks'
staff. Most of the material is
recyclable. Excrement
weighs many times more
than recyclables.

At the time of collection,
the stuff is saturated. Bags
are torn; bins frequently so
heavy they have to be han-
dled by forklift which in turn
damages surroundings.

The re-cyclables are con-
taminated. The job is obnox-
ious and from a sanitary per-
spective, not one I would
wish on my worst enemy.
People's children are doing
this task.

Complaining councillors
should try it.

If riding around in a shiny
red firetruck shows what it's
like to be a firefighter, maybe

riding around in the parks'
garbage truck will accomplish
the same purpose.

But that's not the worst 
of it.

At the site at the end of
Machell Avenue a 48-yard
container awaits. That's a big
sucker.

Machell is a short resi-
dential street. The container
sits until filled...open to the
elements..."juice" seeping
out and permeating the soil.
The neighbours are not san-
guine.

Bear in mind, most of this
stuff is recyclable until con-
taminated by excrement.

But that's not the worst 
of it.

This abomination has to
be shipped to Michigan.

Hundreds of trucks trun-
dle down the highway daily
emitting diesel fumes and
carbon into the stratosphere
and effluent from the loads to
the roads.

Americans are not more
fond of crap than Ontarians.
They object to contaminated
waste being shipped across
the border.

It is against the rules.
We are breaking the

rules. We are bad neigh-
bours.And that is the worst of
it.

To a resident enjoying a
stroll in a park or trail, it is not
unreasonable to think a sin-
gle deposit of poop in a plas-
tic bag will not make a differ-
ence.

Multiply it by hundreds

over a period of days and it is
no longer a small thing.Think
about it, people.

The Green Bin is not an
option. They cannot be
secure in public places. They
cannot be collected from
remote locations.

Turtle Island collects from
roadside.A separate contrac-
tor collects the 48-yard con-
tainer from Machell Avenue.

The problem is of suffi-
cient weight, pardon the pun,
there can be no more mess-
ing about.

Pussy footing around the
nastiness is not the answer.
Council must provide leader-
ship in dealing with the issue
by supporting staff instead of
undermining them.

Finding fault with concise
wording of a message just
doesn't cut it. Pet owners
have to accept the town has
done due diligence to deal
with the problem.

They must take care of
the nasties themselves.

It's one of the things you
have to do to be able to enjoy
the love and loyalty of an ani-
mal friend in an urban dense
community.

Evelyn Buck
Aurora

ED. NOTE: A witnessed
pasttime of some pet own-
ers is to “stoop and
scoop”, then tie the pack-
age tightly, then throw the
whole thing onto other res-
idents’ properties.

Can we handle
more people,
reader wonders
To the editor,

The province introduced
Places to Grow in 2006 – a
plan for controlled growth
(and infill) in the Greater
Golden Horseshoe and a
schedule for 20,000 more
Aurorans by 2031.

Currently, some folks
believe that 50,000
Aurorans are pretty well
served by the parks, sport
facilities, cultural organiza-
tions, an urban forest,
bike/walking trails and
wildlife habitats that are
supported by the Town of
Aurora and facilitated by an
army of volunteers.

Will all these treasures
be increased to serve the
40 per cent population
growth?

And what growth should
we expect in the next 25
years?

Will the new bricks and
mortar projects of this
decade meet the needs of
the next four or five
decades?

A short term answer will
come from Monteith Brown

Planning Consultants.
They are doing the five-

year update to the Town's
Parks & Recreation Master
Plan.

Information comes from
their research, telephone
interviews and focus group
suggestions.

For the silent majority,
who are not yet consulted,
here is your chance.

Thursday, June 26, is an
Open House at the Seniors'
Centre from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m.

R e a d  u p  o n  t h e  
information at www.town.
aurora.on.ca and come with
your questions and sugges-
tions.

Every four years we
elect councillors.

In this process, every
five years the residents can
influence what projects get
priority.

Squeaky wheels get
greased.

The silent ones may get
forgotten.

Gordon Barnes
Aurora

Group wants power
problems solved now
To the editor,

The Chambers of
Commerce and Board of

Trade in York Region who
collectively represent more
than 10,000 businesses
urge officials to make the

electricity supply issue fac-
ing York Region a top priority
and encourage expeditious
action to address this chal-
lenge.

In September, 2005, the
Ontario Power Authority
(OPA) recommended the
construction of a gas-fired
peaker plant for local gener-
ation in northern York
Region.

Due to the politically sen-
sitive nature of this issue and
process delays, this genera-
tion facility will not be in serv-
ice by the OPA's target date
of 2011.

In fact, the demand fore-
casts that led to these in-
service target dates are now
known to be less than the
actual demand growth.

It is widely known that
there is a concerted effort by
certain interest groups advo-
cating for a review of the
OPA’s recommended supply
plan.

This would see York
Region subjected to further
delays in having essential
and reliable electricity sup-
ply.

As well, their proposed
alternative solutions would
have York Region attempting
to implement supply solu-
tions that are out of step with
the rest of Ontario thereby

Please see page 7



years of effor t to
address this issue
proactively based on
well founded informa-
tion has just gone down
the drain. Too bad no
one saw fit to do their
homework in detail and
go to the open house
scheduled for the next
day, before they voted
against what some well
informed people recog-

nize as our best and
only oppor tunity to
address any number of
pressing issues
responsibly and with
due consideration for
the facts before us.

I guess when you
think about it, it is just
another day in Aurora.

Richard Johnson
Aurora
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It’s not too late to get a 
second opinion on your 

RRSP and 
Investment Portfolio!

Stephen Forsey CIM FCSI
Investment Advisor

JONES, GABLE & COMPANY
LIMITED (Member CIPF)

905-726-9343www.jonesgable.com 

Aurora snookers itself on power supply issue, he says
To the editor,

Well, Aurora Council
has gone and done it
this time!

After two years of
trying to set up a meet-
ing with the mayor in
order to discuss with
council and staff the
details of one of the
largest infrastructure
projects facing this
town and Region,
Nor thland Power was
granted 10 minutes to
present to council this
past Tuesday.

Over one hour of
questions followed the
presentation and ques-
tions that should have
been answered months
ago were finally asked.

Following this
detailed gr i l l ing a
lengthy motion that had
every appearance of
being pre-prepared
was put forward by
Council lor Evelina
MacEachern.

Unless two motions
were in the wings, it
looks to me l ike it
would not have mat-
tered what the OPA or
Northland had to say
earlier.

Who needs accurate
information when
you've made up your
mind long ago?

Why wait to attend
Nor thlands scheduled
public open house the
next day before you
take a stand?

While not opposing
the concept of local
generation outright the
council passed a reso-
lution (8-1) that
opposed the identified
sites in Aurora as well
as the transmission fall
back alternative.

To clar ify, i t  looks
like the town's official
position is to do as lit-
t le as possible to
address impor tant
issues proactively in
advance and then ask

for everything and sup-
port nothing.

Aurora asked for the
OPA to explore alterna-
tives in 2005, we condi-
t ionally accepted the
subsequent recommen-
dations and we have
done next to nothing to
address these issues
ever since.

Now we have adopt-
ed a stance that vastly
increases our chances
of getting the power
plant, overhead trans-
mission and a trans-
former imposed upon
on us with less than the
best possible mitiga-
tion measures that
could have been nego-
tiated.

Why do I say that?
Because the solu-

tion is very likely to be
imposed by the provin-
cial government out of
urgent necessity and I
have to ask why any
proponent would disad-
vantage their bid by

adding the cost to
underground transmis-
sion lines and address-
ing other concerns of
the community when
they gain no off icial
support locally?

No memorandum of
understanding (MOU)
will be negotiated and
the town has not even
shown the courtesy of
becoming fully versed
in the bid before taking
a stand, unless you call
what I witnessed at
council this week ade-
quate background
research for a project
of this magnitude.

At some point the
OPA and proponents
will have to say enough
is enough; it's time to
make some decisions
with or without the
municipalities involved
being well informed or
proactive in the
process.

Aurora and King
have the preferred con-

nection points for the
OPA's proposed local
generation solution and
yet only 18 people
(including two council-
lors and our head plan-
ner, but no mayor)
showed up to the
Northland Power open
house in Aurora and
three people in total
left comments (includ-
ing mine).

In the two hours I
was at the open house
I could not see more
than a few people
opposed to this plant
once they saw the ren-
derings, the emission
dispersion maps and
the supporting informa-
tion. This power plant
offers significant bene-
fits to this town and
Region but few people
seem interested in pur-
suing the facts.

If I was a betting
man, I'd say that there
is now a better than 50
- 50 chance that four

Chamber group endorses more power
subjecting the Region to
unfair treatment respecting
our electricity needs.

Businesses in York
Region are deeply con-
cerned that unless this proj-
ect goes forward without fur-
ther delay, areas of York
Region may face
brownouts, or perhaps even
blackouts, that will disrupt
business, discourage

growth and investment in
the northern part of the
Region, and undermine York
Region's reputation as a
good place to do business.

While the need for a full
examination of this sensitive
issue is appreciated, it is
very apparent to York
Region businesses that
there is an urgent need for
the electricity supply issue
to be addressed. Therefore,

we encourage local govern-
ments in York Region to
make the electricity supply
issue a priority now and
move expeditiously towards
a solution in the short term.

Michael Manett
York Region Chambers’
Advocacy Commmittee
Vaughan Chamber of
Commerce City of
Vaughan
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R&RRR&&RR
RevisitedRevisited 

905-727-3300

$19.95$19.95 plus GSTplus GST$19.95 plus GST

This book  was written by 
former Aurora resident 

Elizabeth Milner 
and features numerous 

stories and photos 
relating to that 20 years 

of Aurora growth.

This book  was written by 
former Aurora resident 

Elizabeth Milner 
and features numerous 

stories and photos 
relating to that 20 years 

of Aurora growth.

We are located 
at the corner 

of Edward Street 
and Harrison Avenue

 

Monday to Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Sunday noon - 4 p.m. 

HOURS

Aurora 1945 –1965

OnlyOnly
Elizabeth Hearn Milner



For the latest information, visit us at gm.ca, call 1-800-GMDRIVE or visit your local Pontiac Buick GMC dealer. ¥With purchase or lease of virtually all 2008 new or demonstrator models delivered from dealer stock between June 19, 2008 and July 

31, 2008, and with payment of an additional $0.01, customers receive a Preferred PriceTM gas savings card at participating dealers, redeemable for either $0.20 per litre or $0.40 per litre savings on 2,500L of motor fuel. The following vehicles are eligible for $0.40 per litre savings: 2008 MY Silverado and Sierra pickup trucks, Avalanche, 

all Escalade models, SRX, H2 SUV/SUT, H3, Tahoe, Yukon, Suburban and Yukon XL; all other eligible models will receive a $0.20 per litre savings. Nova Scotia residents are ineligible for the $0.40 per litre savings, but will receive a savings of $0.20 per litre on 5,000L of motor fuel on eligible vehicles. The $0.20 or $0.40 savings includes 

applicable taxes. Cards valid as of 72 hours after delivery. Cards valid only at participating Petro-Canada locations (and other approved North Atlantic Petroleum locations in Newfoundland) and not redeemable for cash. All 2008 vehicles are eligible except the following: Chevrolet Aveo, Pontiac Wave and all Medium Duty trucks (including 

GMT560, Family 2 & 3 and Tilt and W-series). GM reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer and/or the program for any reason in whole or in part at any time without notice. ™ Trademark of Petro-Canada. Used under licence. ‡0% purchase financing available for 72 months available on Pontiac (G5 SE R7E/G6 SE Sedan R7A).

Financing available on approved GMAC credit only. Down payment and/or trade may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $10,000 at 0% for 72 months, the monthly payment is $138.89. Cost of borrowing is $0, total obligation is $10,000. Offers 

are unconditionally interest-free. Freight and taxes are not included for bi-weekly payment. Bi-weekly payments based on a purchase price of $18,050/$21,749 with $0 down payment. *Offer applies to the cash purchase price of the Pontiac Montana SV6 RWB R7A /GMC Sierra Crew Cab 4WD R7A. Cash purchase price reflects discounts 

or other incentives that are only available when consumers opt for a cash purchase offer. By selecting lease or finance offers consumers are foregoing such credit which will result in a higher effective interest rate. ‡*Freight ($1,300/$1,095/$1,250/$1,300), license, insurance, registration, PPSA, administration fees and taxes are not 

included. Offers apply as indicated to the purchase or lease of 2008 new or demonstrator models of the vehicle equipped as described. Offers apply to qualified retail customers in the Ontario Pontiac Buick GMC Dealer Marketing Association area only (including Outaouais and excluding Northwestern Ontario). Dealer order or trade may 

be required. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offer which may not be combined with other offers. See your dealer for conditions and details. ®Registered trademark of General Motors Corporation. TD Canada Trust licensed user of mark. Visa International Service Association/TD Canada Trust and GM licensed user 

of marks. ®Trademark of the Canada Trust Company. ®OnStar services require vehicle electrical system (including battery); wireless service and GPS satellite signals to be available and operating for features to function properly. Subscription Service Agreement required. Call 1-888-4ONSTAR (1-888-466-7827) or visit onstar.ca for 

OnStar’s Terms and Conditions, Privacy Policy and details and system limitations. Calculation is based on Natural Resources Canada 2008 Fuel Consumption Guide, highway fuel consumption rating. Actual fuel economy results may vary with driving conditions. iPod® is a registered trademark of Apple Inc.

Redeem your GM 

VISA earnings today.

         PRICE ADJUSTMENT

$6,200 Montana SV6 Standard Features Include:
 3.9L 240 hp V6 SFI VVT Engine  Air Conditioning 
 4-Wheel Disc Brakes with ABS  StabiliTrak™ 

Electronic Stability Control System  Power Windows/
Locks/Mirrors with Remote Keyless Entry  OnStar®

 iPod® Audio Input Jack  Power Rear Quarter Vent 
Windows with Deep Tint Glass

$24,198
–  $6,200

STARTING 
PRICE

PRICE 
ADJUSTMENT

Cash Purchase Price*

= $17,998
Our Best Deal Yet!

8 9 1 k m
DRIVE

ON ONE TANK OF GAS
HWY: 8.5 L/100 
APPROX. BASED ON HIGHWAY DRIVING

         PRICE ADJUSTMENT

$5,000 GMC Sierra SLE Crew Cab 4WD Well Equipped With:

Transmission with Overdrive and Tow/Haul Mode 
™ Electronic Stability Control System 

® In-Vehicle Communications and 
Assistance Service includes 1 year of the Safe 

HWY: 11.0 L/100 

MOST FUEL
EFFICIENT

4x4 Fullsize Pickup
in the segment

$36,998
–  $5,000
= $31,998

STARTING 
PRICE

PRICE 
ADJUSTMENT

CASH 
PURCHASE 
PRICE

*

FOR 72 MONTHS‡

P
U

RC

HASE FINANCING

G5 Sedan or Coupe Standard Features Include:
®

®

FINANCING

0%‡

FOR
72 MONTHS

OWN IT

$115
     DOWN PAYMENT

$0BI-WEEKLY/
72 MONTHS/

FREIGHT AND TAXES 
NOT INCLUDED

4 4 m p g
APPROX. BASED ON HIGHWAY DRIVING

FOR 72 MONTHS‡

P
U

RC

HASE FINANCING

G6 Sedan SE Standard Features Include:

®

FINANCING

0%‡

FOR
72 MONTHS

OWN IT

$139
     DOWN PAYMENT

$0BI-WEEKLY/
72 MONTHS/

FREIGHT AND TAXES 
NOT INCLUDED

9 5 4 k m
DRIVE

ON ONE TANK OF GAS
APPROX. BASED ON HIGHWAY DRIVING

40¢40¢

PER LITRE FOR
2500 LITRES

SAVE
UP TO

¥

8                                      Week of July 1, 2008 

 



Week of July 1, 2008 - 9 

 

14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

Peter Visconti

905.751.4691
Accounting Professional

P.Visconti@sympatico.ca

C5-150 Hollidge Blvd - Suite 156
Aurora, On  L4G 8A3

accounting professional provides income tax 

services for individuals & small businesses

in the aurora area

initial consultation free | free delivery | free pickup

reasonable rates and excellent customer service

accounting | bookkeeping

Tired of Bookkeeping?
Come See Me!

Water Softening, Purification, 
Filtration & Sterilization Units

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Jonathan’s Restaurant in Aurora was filled last week when it introduced
“Celebrity Waiters”. Waiting tables during the inaugural were Chris
Sorley, left, and Barry Williams, right. Entertaining the crowd was 
guitarist James Miller. Auroran photo by David Falconer

Council rejects peaking site
It was pointed out

that the proposed proj-
ect is subject to the
Ontario Environmental
Act and will be subject
to an environmental
screening.

The screening
requires examining the
projects potential
impacts on the environ-
ment including land, air,
water and noise, devel-
oping suitable meas-
ures to mitigate poten-
tial impacts and con-
ducting public consulta-
tion.

Nor thland Power is
committed to consulting
and working with the
public and stakeholder
groups throughout the
development of the
project.

Prior to the council
meeting Aurora resident
Bonnie Kraft appeared
to express her opposi-
tion to the proposal
claiming it was too
close to a residential
subdivision.

She also expressed
concern about pollu-
tion.

Correspondence was
also received from six
residents and the
Ratepayers of Aurora
Yonge South and from a
group in York Simcoe
calling itself MegaWhat
opposing the proposed
project.

In addition, staff had
prepared a comprehen-
sive report outlining all
the discussions and
actions to date and
responses from the

local municipalities.
In his presentation

Mulvale said there was
a need for power and he
outlined the process
required by the OPA to
fil l that need as the
area was expected to
grow by three per cent a
year for the next 10
years.

He said the natural
gas process was clean
and required no water
and the pollution was
no more than a resi-
dence with a gas-fired
furnace and with 50 to
60 foot chimneys would
be dispersed into the
air.

He compared the
peaking station to a
form of insurance to be
used on demand and to
provide a secure source
of supply when needed.

He noted there are
five applicants of which
Northland Power is one,
and it will be up to OPA
to select the one site.

He also noted that
Northland has two other
potential sites in King
and one in East
Gwillimbury and sepa-
rate applications had
been submited to OPA
for each site.

Members of council
asked several questions
dealing with pollution,
local effect, number of
employees, if exempt
from Planning Act, why
solar and wind power
couldn't be used and
the size of the site,
which Mulvale respond-
ed to.

Councillor Alison

C o l l i n s - M r a k a s
expressed concern and
fear about the
MacEachern resolution
as she didn't want the
enhanced transmission
lines and rejecting the
peaking generation sta-
tion left the option to the
OPA.

Councillor Buck
pointed out that the
province has the author-
ity over the municipality
and if council rejects the
proposal, the applicant
can go to the Ontario
Municipal Board and the
decision is taken out of
local hands.

She added that the
area needed electricity,
one way or the other.

Other councillors
suppor ted the motion
saying they were not
opposed to buried
transmission cables in
urban areas.

The motion was
adopted.

From page 1

Council approves drive-thru
Although council has

not met to discuss a
drive-thru policy as a
result of a public plan-
ning meeting in June,
2007, approval has been
granted for the adopting
of a bylaw to permit a
drive-thru and take-out
restaurant as additional
permitted uses for the
Esso station on
Wellington Street East.

A public planning
meeting was held last
April to consider an
application from Imperial
Oil for an amendment to
the zoning bylaw to per-
mit a drive-thru/take-out
restaurant as an addi-
tional permitted use to
the existing zoning cate-
gory.

In 2006, the property
located at the northwest
corner of Leslie Street
and Wellington Street
East was developed for
an Esso gas station con-
sisting of a convenience
store, gas pump islands
and a car wash.

Staff members were
advised to facilitate the
proposed drive-thru
restaurant within the
convenience store and
associated stacking lane,
the site plan has been
modified from the origi-
nal approved site plan
and the revised site plan
was currently under
review.

Staffers also noted
that the proposal was
being considered relative
to the drive-thru study
currently being conduct-
ed with a report sched-
uled to be presented to
council in the near
future.

The Imperial Oil pro-
posal conforms to the
proposed drive-thru cri-
teria developed to date
with a 30-metre distance
separation and screening
and sound attenuation.

It was also pointed out
that the Accessibility
Advisory Committee had
recommended the site
plan agreement require
the applicant to provide
full service for a mini-
mum of six hours per
day.

All town departments
and regional officials had
reviewed the proposal
and had no comments.

Staff members sug-
gested if council deter-
mined there was merit in
the proposal that the
application be approved
in principle subject to the
resolution of outstanding
issues.

Representing Imperial
Oil, Don Dussault said
he agreed with the staff

report and the proposal
was submitted due to the
many customers using
the station and the con-
venience store.

In a video presenta-
tion he noted the various
improvements to be
made to the site with the
addition of trees, shrubs
and a stone wall with
"Aurora" on it as 
a gateway feature at a
cost of $153,000 for
landscaping.

Referring to the

request for full service
he noted that the
Accessibility Advisory
Committee recommen-
dation was for future sta-
tions and this was an
existing station and the
application was only for
the drive-thru.

He also outlined the
company's existing poli-
cy for all stations where-
by seniors and disabled
could receive full service
by phoning the station
24 hours in advance and

arranging a time when a
second staff member
was available to provide
the service.

There were no mem-
bers of the public in
attendance in support or
opposition to the appli-
cation and after a few
questions for clarifica-
tion, on a motion by
Councillor Al Wilson the
application was
approved in principle
subject to the resolution
of outstanding issues.

In a recent Bouquets
and Brickbats column in
The Auroran, a brickbat
was awarded to Mayor
Phyllis Morris for claim-
ing block voting didn't
take place at Aurora
council meetings.

The brickbat pointed
out that all she has to do
is look at the voting
record as she and
Councillors Evelina
MacEachern, Wendy
Gaertner, Stephen
Granger and Al Wilson
are the “Gang of Five”,
although Wilson acts on
his own occasionally.

At last week’s council
meeting an upset Mayor
Morris referred to the
block voting comment
and noted there were
several 8-1 votes and
lots of unanimous votes,
but only recorded votes
were shown in the min-
utes.

The mayor gave a
Notice of Motion that the
procedural bylaw should
be amended so that the
minutes will record unan-
imous votes in order that
citizens will know that
council is working togeth-
er as a team and there
isn’t a “Gang of Five”.

Brickbat upsets mayor



Discount

RATES
without discount

SERVICE.
It’s no accident more
people trust State Farm
to insure their cars. 
Call today.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 
Canadian Head Office: Aurora, Ontario

PO50068CN  02/05

Allan Cruickshank CFP FLMI, Agent
300 Wellington St E
Aurora, ON L4G 1J5
Bus: 905-727-2749

www.allancruickshank.com

with Yvonne Cattrall, current “Masters 
World Record Holder” and Kelly Hughes, 
previous “Canadian Record Holder. 
Stroke Analysis & Technique. Starts, turns. 
Prep. Training for New Season. Dryland. 
Goal Setting. Visualization and relaxation. 
Video Stroke Analysis. 

SUMMER COMPETITIVE SWIM PROGRAM 

905-841-3450  swimgym@sympatico.ca

auroran.com 905-727-3300
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Soccer team captures
annual Barrie tourney 

The Aurora Stingers
98B Team 1 spent a hot
weekend in Barr ie
recently competing in
the Fiifth Annual Barrie
Spiritfest.

They finished off the

first day winning all
three of their games,
scoring 13 goals and
allowing none.

The next day, they
met the Scarborough
Blizzard for the f inal
qualifying game and
had little trouble com-
ing up with a 6-1 victo-
ry.

The f inal game
offered their toughest
match of the tourna-
ment when they met the
Richmond Hill Raiders.

After being down 1-0
to the Raiders at half-
t ime, the boys ham-
mered home the win
with two stunning
goals, edging the com-
petition 2-1.

The team’s dedica-
tion and teamwork
brought home the cup,
coaches and parents
agreed.

Aurora
Seniors
Bridge
Results

June 23 -N/S: Sheldon
Fast and Eva Guttman; Bill
and Bonnie Scheel; Mary
Oglanby and Joan
Rotenberg. E/W: Brenda
Smith and Carol Gordon;
Rose White and Gloria
Smith; Priscilla Hull and
Inger Kamel.

If you fit into one of these 
categories and have not been 

contacted by us,
Please call

905-853-4645

New to the community?

Expecting a baby

at your house?

Newly Engaged?

New Business/

Professional?

A Civic minded

Business interested 

in sponsoring 

Welcome Wagon?

Please call
1-866-873-9913

 

 



York Region’s Choice for Home Renovations 

 

WE GUARANTEE: 
• Superior Services • Affordable Rates 

• Flexible Schedules • Dependable Staff 

Call today to book your

ALL RENOVATIONS
• Decks • Landscaping 

• Basements • Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Renovations & Repairs • Flooring 

• DESIGN CONSULTATION

FREE QUOTE!

Satisfying York Region residents 
for over a decade!

When You Want It Done RightWhen You Want It Done Right

Two Brothers General Contractors Two Brothers General Contractors 
Renovations Done Right!Renovations Done Right!

416-562-7153416-562-7153

Inside AND Outside.

 

We offer weekly training camps during the summer holiday

Acro/Tumbling Camp

5 yrs and up 

A day trip program is available for studios and groups.
Private and evening classes available. 

Core Training Gymnastics Centre Inc. 

(905-884-4COR)
Ask for Everett Woods

$145/week 9 am – 4 pm 
$100.00/week 1/2 day program 

588 Edward Avenue, Unit 55, Richmond Hill, ON  L4C 9Y

email: 
coretraininggymnasticscentre@sympatico.ca

or, visit us at: www.coretraininggymnastics.ca

FALL REGISTRATIONS

From beginners to advanced athletes, learn how to tumble 
or improve your skills using our new spring floors. 

Changes comingChanges comingChanges coming

         
to be

relocated on the main floor of R&R Revisited

95 Edward St.  905-727-3300

Watch for a NewNew
children’s section 

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families. 
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions.

• 1/2 hour free consultation
• accepts Legal Aid 

#201 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0023 

e-mail: pmgaffney@fcibroadband.com

Patrick M. Gaffney

The little shoemaker ends rewarding career
The corner of Yonge

and Wellington Streets in
Aurora will never be the
same with the retirement
of Vic Paraninfo, the Little
Shoemaker of Aurora,
from the shoe repair busi-
ness he has operated
since 1972.

Vic Paraninfo is
Aurora's goodwill ambas-
sador.

He's the guy who
invites school kids to his
shoe repair store every
Halloween to get some
candy and meet York
Regional police officers.

He wanted to foster
good relations between
the police and the com-
munity. He's the guy who
paid for bumper stickers
promoting the police and
brought doughnuts and
other treats to the police
officers working the
Christmas shift.

A native of Sicily, Vic
began learning the shoe
repair business at the
age of six from a neigh-
bour. He hurried home
after school to work on
the shoes and deliver the
repaired shoes to their
owners.

At 12, one of his
proudest moments was
when he made a pair of
shoes for his Dad.

Immigrating to Canada
from Italy in 1956 at the
age of 19, Vic was unable
to find work as a shoe
repairman and worked in
a bread factory and as a
barber, but he kept look-
ing for a shop of his own.

He eventually found
his way to Aurora and
settled in 1973, with his
wife, Sheila, and two
daughters, Marie and
Peggy, as he had found a
little shop on Yonge
Street.

Through his hard work
and service with a smile,
he soon built a successful
shoe repair business in
downtown Aurora.

Over the years he
became involved in many
community groups to give
something back to the
country and people who
had given him a chance.

When some of his cus-
tomers asked for special
alterations to their shoes,
he learned how wide-
spread and painful arthri-
tis can be.

In 1975, he initiated
Vic's Skate Day when all
proceeds from skate
sharpening went to the
Canadian Arthritis
Society.

Vic's Skate Day soon
became a community
event. In the first year he
raised $213.29. This was
increased to $724 in the
second year and $1,626
in February, 1977, far
exceeding his target of
$1,000.

Not only that but he
took time to show young
people how their skates
were sharpened.

Lawrence Lawaska
and Jesse Harrison
entertained customers
with harmonica and fiddle
tunes.

He set a target of
$2,000 for skate-sharp-
ening day in 1978 during
his eight-hour sharpening
session at 75 cents a
pair, but a jar was also
available for cash dona-

tions. He exceeded his
own expectations by rais-
ing $2,524 for the
Canadian Arthritis
Society.

In 1982, the little
shoemaker was named
Aurora's Citizen of the
Year for his many com-
munity works. In 1984,
the Province of Ontario
awarded him the
Bicentennial Medal.

Not too well known at
the time was the gift of
skates he made to 
children, whose families
couldn't afford to buy
them.

In April, 1985, in spite
of a disappointing crowd,
the little shoemaker
raised $381 for the
Arthritis Society from his
annual hockey game
between the York
Regional Police and the
region's doctors.

The police won the
game 10-5.

The Aurora Figure
Skating Club held a
CFSA sanctioned exhibi-
tion between periods.

He was a great sup-
porter of the police.

In July, 1985, he start-
ed a one-man campaign
to rid Aurora of all old
and unused guns. He
said they were too dan-
gerous to be left lying
around and should be
turned over to the police.

Concerned about the
number of shootings tak-
ing place, his first cam-
paign resulted in collect-
ing 10 sporting rifles
which he turned over to
the police and he hoped
that would just be the
beginning.

In 1986, the force hon-

oured him with a service
award at the second
annual Chief's Dinner
and Awards Night.

In April, 1986, Vic suf-
fered a heart attack and
was advised to slow
down, but that was
almost impossible.

He was amazed by
the many cards, letters
and flowers with best
wishes he received while
in the hospital, including
letters from two classes
at Wells Street School.

Every year since he
opened his shop, he wel-
comed schoolchildren
from Wells Street School
to the shop as they
paraded from the school
in their Halloween cos-
tumes.

Along with his wife,
they shelled-out bags of
candy to all the children,
with members of York
Regional Police assist-
ing.

The 24-year tradition
was broken in 1997
because of a teachers'
strike but the candy did-
n't go to waste. Some
parents brought their
children to see Vic and
the balance of the 750
bags went to the police
and the Yellow Brick
House.

In spite of his heart
attack, he continued with
his skate-sharpening day
and in 1987 raised
$4,293. Donations far
exceeded the $2 charge
for skate sharpening.

In November, 1988,
he was honoured by
Ontario Solicitor General
Joan Smith and the
Police community at a
dinner as part of the 6th

Annual National Crime
Prevention Week with the
theme "Families and
Communities Working
Together to Prevent
Crime".

He received his award
for his work with York
Regional Police in a vari-
ety of safety programs
including his program to
reduce Halloween acci-
dents.

In January, 1989, it
was just a little notice in
the paper but it was the
end of an era. The little
notice advised the peo-
ple that Vic was no
longer able to hold Skate
Sharpening Day for the
Arthritis Society.

For 14 years on the
second Saturday in
February, he sharpened
skates, scissors and
knives for the Society.

But it was more than
just Vic and his helpers
sharpening skates, it was
a meeting place where
the townspeople gath-
ered to pass the time of
day with Vic.

Health, pressure of
work and the lack of
readily available helpers

took their toll and Skate
Sharpening Day slid into
history but the good
works of the man behind
the project will never be
forgotten.

In November, 2000,
the National Register,
which annually released
a list of Who's Who in
Executives and
Professionals selected
the little shoemaker for
inclusion in the
2001/2002 edition.

A press release at the
time said the intent of the
National Register's
Who's Who was to notify
everyone that the individ-
ual named had reached a
level of recognizable suc-
cess in his respective
field.

In the beginning he
helped others because
he wanted to, but he
soon found out that it
was better to give than to
receive and it made him
feel good.

Over the years he has
made, and is still making
p e o p l e  f e e l  g o o d , 
just knowing Aurora's 
little shoemaker, Vic
Paraninfo.

Vic Paraninfo at work
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• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

           11in Group Benefits For Firms
with 1–50 People1–50

CANADA’S 
LEADING 

PLAN

Please call 905-750-0032
Johnson Financial Group 

Rod Johnson; ext. 223, Ian Johnson; ext. 222

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora L4G 6W8 
Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037

Directors:
Brent Forrester - Laura Windover - Lorraine Lewis -  Taylor Brown - Amy Bauer

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

®

Aurora is having its problems with graffiti these days but back
in November, 1968, it was an artistic problem of a different type
trying to decide when art becomes pornography.

What is the dividing line between an artist's vision of beauty
and the viewer's opinion that the painting is obscene?

As a result of protests from parents, the principal of Dr. G. W.
Williams Secondary School removed four paintings termed
obscene from an art exhibition at the school.

The paintings were part of a travelling art exhibit from the Art
Gallery of Ontario.

The removed paintings entitled "Lovers" by artist Joe
Rodenthall depicted a naked male and female with their bodies
entwined.

A spokesman for the AGO said it was the first time a complaint
had been received about any of the paintings.

The students started two petitions stating the removed paint-
ings were not obscene and requested they be returned but the
wall remained empty.

WHO PAID TO HAVE THE SIGN REMOVED?

In July, 1985, the town experienced trouble finding someone to
pay a $2,739 bill for the removal of a large billboard located on
the roof of a Yonge Street building destroyed by fire in November,
1984. The town ordered the removal of the sign as a safety pre-
caution due to the damage to the building.

The bill was sent to Paul Skinner, owner of the building, but he
refused to pay claiming he didn't own the sign.

The bill was then sent to Medicom, the owner of the sign, but
they refused to pay claiming they were not responsible for the
removal of the sign.

The town then decided to seek legal advice as to who should
pay but as in so many cases the response was not made known
in open council and it is not known if the money was ever recov-
ered or if the taxpayer paid for the sign removal.

USER FEE FOR GARAGE PROPOSAL

A staff proposal has been presented to council recommending
a user fee for the disposal of residual waste for landfill with a tag
required after the first three bags per household.

It's not the first time a user fee has been proposed as back in
February, 1993, due to the uncertainty of waste disposal at that
time, a user fee system was considered for implementation in
1994.

The proposal came about as the result of a dispute between
Metro Toronto and York Region over waste rebates from the Keele
Valley landfill which resulted in an increase of approximately
$360,000 for the town's waste budget.

Staff was directed to provide further information to council by
August, 1993, so that the user fee system could be implemented
in January, 1994, following public consultation, but it didn't hap-
pen then.

RESIDENTS DON'T WANT SMALLER HOMES

Today there is a demand for smaller starter homes that are
affordable for young families, but they are not available and there
doesn't appear to be any plans to make them available.

At one time, the provincial or the federal government required
that 25 per cent of any new subdivision had to be affordable but
that is no longer in effect.

In May, 1992, Geranium Homes planned to build some small-
er homes on 53 lots on property they owned near Yonge Street
and the St. John's Sideroad.

More than 150 residents of St. Andrew's on the Hill jammed
the council chambers to demand that council slap an interim con-
trol bylaw on the 53 lots claiming the proposed homes didn't meet
the standards they were promised when they purchased their
homes.

It was pointed out that the homes being offered by Geranium
were as small as 2,000 square feet and as low as $270,000,
almost 1,000 square feet smaller and $200,000 cheaper than the
smallest home in their subdivision.

Geranium officials pointed out that their proposed develop-
ment met all the zoning, architectural and planning agreements
for the subdivision, resulting in council telling the residents that
there were no legal grounds to impose an interim control bylaw.

The residents had a different legal opinion resulting in council
referring the issue to staff to examine the resident's legal opinion
and report back and while the result of the report is not known it
is believed the development proceeded as planned.

MORE OPEN COUNCIL MEETINGS

At almost every election, politicians at all levels of government
promise more open, transparent and accountable government
and then when elected they don't seem to want to make the hard
decisions under the glare of the spotlights and rush to get behind
closed doors.

Back in April, 1990, the province was concerned and wanted
local councils to do more of their business in public and Municipal
Affairs Minister John Sweeney introduced legislation setting out
guidelines for Ontario's 839 municipalities.

The Minister told the Legislature that the proposed changes
were designed to ensure that the public's business is conducted
in public and not behind closed doors.

He said municipalities could ignore the guidelines if they
wished as the Ministry didn't have an enforcement power and the
best enforcement mechanism is public action at the next munici-
pal election when voters can clearly indicate their approval or dis-
approval of council's actions.

RUMOURS  AND RAMBLINGS

Beauty is in the eye of the beholder
He added that the government's amendments were intro-

duced in part to restore the public's faith in municipal govern-
ment, but not much has changed over the years as Aurora
Council still rushes into a closed session after almost every
council and general committee meeting and very seldom reports
what happened in a public session.

POST OFFICE CLOSING SCARE

Back in March, 1991, with the establishment of mini-post
offices in at least two convenience stores in Aurora and with
Canada Post still not providing any guarantees of future postal
service in Aurora or Newmarket there were strong rumours that
the Post Offices were to be closed.

The rumours were so strong that the Aurora Chamber of
Commerce sent a letter to its members warning them of the pos-
sible closing.

York Simcoe MP John Cole, a former Mayor of Newmarket,
took up the battle and be brought a letter from Canada Post to
both councils that while the Corporation was reviewing its mail
processing and delivery requirements, there were no current
plans to close either the Aurora or Newmarket post offices.

However the service did change as the local post offices
became similar to commercial centres, Retail operations were
left to the mini-post offices in the convenience stores whom are
still in the business even though the post office has returned to
providing the sale of stamps and other postal services.

LOOKING FOR FEDERAL GOODIES

Today municipal governments are trying to get the Harper
government to give something back to the municipalities such as
one cent of the GST.

Conditions must have been different in May, 1973, when York
Simcoe MP Sinclair Stevens told York Regional politicians to
start selling the federal government on such ideas as locating
federal administration buildings in the region, and helping to
finance a domed sports stadium.

York Regional councillors and PC caucus members held an
informal meeting to discuss the region's federal problems and
priorities.

The MP pointed out that North York receives more in taxes
from one federal building than the region receives in federal
grants in a year and urged York to explore the possibility of
including federal government buildings in any plans it draws up
for a municipal administration complex.

Mr. Stevens also told the York politicians the Pickering airport
was almost sure to be built and a rail commuter line was 75 per
cent certain to Richmond Hill and 50 per cent certain to Barrie.

NOT MUCH HAS CHANGED

In June, 1990, a Gallup poll indicated that more than a third
of Canadians had no savings or investment program for retire-
ment and some may not be able to afford to retire.

It was noted that most people need to maintain an income
level of about two-thirds of their pre-retirement salary to keep up
their standard of living and many were ill-prepared for retire-
ment.

Canada Pension Plan and basic Old Age Security together
only add up to a maximum of about 40 per cent of salary even
for people with lower earnings, meaning that many Canadians
will have to find a way of providing at least another 30 per cent
or so themselves.

The survey revealed 60 per cent of Canadians aged 69 qual-
ify for all or part of the Old Age Supplement indicating that they
need government assistance to meet their needs.

Concern was also expressed that as the average age of
Canadians increases in the coming years, there will be fewer
workers to pay for such assistance.

Survey respondents were asked about their attitudes towards
compulsory retirement and nationally 58 per cent disapproved of
compulsory retirement.

IN CASE YOU WONDERED

The 2008 Beijing Summer Olympics Torch Run generated
several protests and controversy around the world, but few have

asked about the torch itself.
According to officials the design for the 2008 Torch was

selected from 388 proposals. It is made of aluminium, it's 72 cen-
timetres high and weighs 985 grams.

With red colour on a metallic base and slightly curving lines it
resembles a scroll and is decorated with a traditional Chinese
design called lucky cloud.

The fuel is propane and the torch was designed to withstand
winds as strong as 65 kph and to stay lit in heavy rain.

The Olympic Relay is scheduled to last 130 days, traversing
20 countries, five continents and 137,000 kilometres and will visit
135 cities.

CELL PHONES FOR SOLDIERS

At the February, 2008, Aurora Council meeting, Mayor Phyllis
Morris told council members about a program "Cell Phones for
Soldiers" and would provide information to staff so citizens could
be made aware of this new initiative.

Was the information provided and what were the results?

KEEPING METRO OUT OF YORK

The battle has been forgotten now but back in November,
1971, there was a concerted effort by Metro Toronto to take over
some of the southern part of York Region.

York Central Liberal MPP Donald Deacon called on the area
municipalities to put forth strong opposition to fight the Metro
attempt.

He asked Richmond Hill to join with Markham and Vaughan
and York Region in preparing a joint brief for the province which
would outline their opposition to the proposed takeover.

Concern was expressed by local and regional politicians
about the loss of regional assessment which would occur if
Metro took over the south part of the region.

It was also noted that a recent survey in Thornhill indicated 60
per cent of residents opposed the takeover as they didn't want to
lose their identity and become part of Metro.



DEBIT

300 Wellington St., East 
Aurora - In Tim Horton’s Plaza

 

905-727-8711
OPEN  Mon. - Fri. 9 - 7  Sat. 9 - 2

• FREE local prescription delivery 
• MAJOR DRUG PLANS ACCEPTED 
• $2.00 OFF co-pay on all ODB Prescriptions 

  

MeDi CentRe Medical Clinic Walk-in & Family Practice
next door to pharmacy
Accepting new patients

WELLINGTON PHARMACY

Newmarket-Aurora Conservative candidate Lois Brown collected more than 5,000
signatures in support of Canadian troops at recent Newmarket and Aurora Home
Shows, then presented the banner to Minister of Defence Peter MacKay in Ottawa. He
will send it on to Kandahar. During the presentation, student summer interns, at rear,
assisted.

Box dilemma solved?
revenue for the corrals through
advertising located on panels.

The corrals will limit the num-
ber of boxes to three per location
and any additional boxes could
be accommodated with a second
corral at selected locations only
pre-determined by town staff.

The enactment of the bylaw to
regulate and permit the newspa-
per boxes will generate a rev-
enue source based on a
licence/permit fee cost of $50 per
box per year.

In 2006, a staff report was
presented to council regarding
newspaper distribution boxes
and boulevard waste containers.

At that time council received
the report and recommended the
newspaper companies be
advised of the town's proposal.

A survey of newspaper distri-
bution boxes was conducted in
town and showed most were
located on Yonge Street with the
remaining on Wellington Street
for a total of 92.

It was also noted that a major-
ity of the boxes contained either
Career, Auto or Real Estate pub-
lications.

Through staff discussions
with officials from Creative
Outdoor Advertising it was
learned that the firm could supply
the town with not only waste con-
tainers to replace the existing
older units but could also supply
corral units to house the newspa-
per distribution boxes.

In addition, the firm could also
supply benches that could be
used to replace the older town
benches in several locations on
Yonge Street.

By November, 2005, the pro-
liferation of newspaper vending
boxes on Aurora streets was a
problem for council.

The previous April, then-
councillor Nigel Kean gained
support for staff to investigate
and advise what bylaws were in
place to prevent the placing of
newspaper and magazine vend-
ing boxes on Aurora street cor-
ners.

In a report to council in
November, staffers reported that

a check had been made of other
municipalities as to their efforts
to control the number and place-
ment of the vending boxes, with
some municipalities reporting
some form of control.

It was pointed out that a pro-
posal to regulate newspaper
vending boxes was submitted to
council in May, 2002, but the
report was received as informa-
tion and no action was taken.

Due to the littering around the
vending boxes, staff members
suggested council may wish to
exercise its authority in determin-
ing that such boxes were caus-
ing a public nuisance.

During the discussion some
councillors argued that members
of the public might object to a
total prohibition of the vending
boxes as they liked to stop and
pick up a paper.

It was finally agreed that
staffers report back with a draft
bylaw to include site locations
and restrictions, and that all
companies and distributors be
advised of council's proposal to
enact a regulating bylaw.

Back in November, 1969,
Aurora Council received several
complaints resulting in letters
sent to all newspapers request-
ing that the local representative
meet with the town's administra-
tion committee to discuss ways
and means to control the place-
ment and maintenance of the
vending boxes.

But the problem wasn't
solved and in July, 1984, staff
was directed to contact other
municipalities in an effort to find

ways and means to implement
some controls to clear up the cit-
izen complaints.

In 1990, council received sev-
eral complaints from both citi-
zens and commercial operators
about the number of vending
boxes within the town and staff
was instructed to investigate and
report to council.

Once again, newspaper offi-
cials were contacted and agree-
ment reached that if a complaint
was received, the local represen-
tative would investigate and fail-
ure to rectify the complaint would
result in the removal of the vend-
ing box.

A proposed bylaw would
require a fee of $25 per year per
vending box or a flat fee of
$1,000 per box placed on munic-
ipal property and the newspaper
and/or the distribution company
would provide insurance cover-
age.

The problem wasn't over as in
March, 2002, more complaints
were received about the prolifer-
ation of boxes used to distribute
real estate, motor vehicle and
other advertising papers, as well
as the daily papers.

Staff was directed to carry out
another investigation and report
back on ways and means of reg-
ulating the street vending boxes,
including suggested locations,
potential financial implications
and the preparation of a draft
regulatory bylaw but no action
was taken on the report.

After all the citizen complaints
and problems over the years, a
solution may finally be in sight.

From page 1

Peewee House League
June 23:
Royal LePage  Larry Willert 10, Greenpoint
7               
McAlpine Ford 12, Minto Homes 4               
Gabby's 11, Aurora Cable 10

June 25:
Gabby's 14, Aurora Cable 10  
Greenpoint 19, Minto Homes 2          

Midget House League
June 24:
Aurora "Greenhams" 20, King "Phil's
Motors" 9.

REP JAYS
Aurora Junior Jays

The Jays had a successful weekend at the
Vaughan Invitational tournament June 20-
22.
They finished second in their pool with a 1-
1-1 record.
The Jays tied the Brampton Royals 1-1 on
Friday night behind the four hit pitching of
Jesse Barker. After a tough loss to the
Bolton Braves 8-5 on Saturday morning, the
Jays rallied to defeat Milton 7-6.
Dylan Kelly earned the win, Johnny Bethune
pitched two effective innings in relief, and
Eric Wakeman earned the save.
The Junior Jays have turned a corner after a
rough start to their inaugural Metro-Leaside
season. The young ball club took three of
four points in a doubleheader June 24
against the Vaughan Vikings in games
played at Concord Regional.
The Jays and Vikings played to a 2-2 tie 
in Game 1. In Game 2, the Jays hung 

on to win 4-3.
In the first game, Jesse Barker pitched the

Jays to a tie and a valuable point in the
Metro-Leaside standings.
Barker threw a complete game - his second
in five days - and provided a steady stream
of groundball outs to his middle infielders.
Dylan Kelly and Tyler Cattapan drove in runs
for the Jays.
In the nightcap, Dylan Kelly earned the vic-
tory by pitching 6 1/3 strong innings.
Johnny Bethune earned the save by getting
the last two outs of the decisive frame.
The Jays got RBIs from Bethune, Cattapan,
Kelly, and Darrin Goodale.
They went out to a 4-0 lead after two innings
and withstood a furious Vaughan rally in the
bottom of the seventh as the Vikings plated
three runs to pull within one. Bethune shut
the door to preserve the win.
Second baseman Ryan Pontone and center-
fielder Steve Scobie were outstanding
defensively in both games for the Jays.
Pontone made 18 putouts over the two
games and Scobie picked up outfield assists
by throwing out two Viking baserunners.
The Jays met Oshawa Legionnaires in the
quarter finals and held a 4-2 lead against
the powerhouse Metro-Leaside squad
before running out of pitching and dropping
a 14-4 decision.

Aurora Rookie Jays 
June 27:
Aurora Jays 7, Vaughan Vikings 0

Minor Mosquito Jays
June 24:
Aurora Jays 9, Toronto Playground 10

Bantam Jays
Friday, June 20:
Aurora TSN Bantam Jays 10, Etobicoke
Titans 9.

On Monday June 23rd the Aurora TSN
Bantam Jays tangled with their cross town
rivals, the Newmarket Hawks and came up
on the winning side of a 11-3 score.
Great pitching by Ben Arbon, Patrick Jones
and Troy Gouveia.
Ryan Anderson was hot behind the plate
throwing out three Hawk base runners.
Jays are now 8-2-1 on the regular season.

Minor Midget Jays
The Aurora Minor Midget Jays, sponsored
by Boland Howe Barrister, beat the
Newmarket Hawks 7-4 in York Simcoe
Baseball Association action at the Aurora
Leisure Complex Friday night.
Lefty pitcher Brayden Jones got the win
pitching five innings, striking out five and
only giving up two earned runs.
Tyler Clements closed the game out earn-
ing a save by blanking the visiting Hawks in
the top of the ninth.
Jake Boyle, coming off the disabled list,
started the game going three innings giving
up two unearned runs.
Offensively, the Jays were led by catcher
Michael Gray who went two for three with a
double and a walk and Jake Boyle who
smashed a triple to the centerfield fence in
the third inning.
James Welsman also chipped in two singles
with one of them knocking in a big insur-
ance run for the Jays in the bottom of the
eighth.

Aurora Minor Baseball Association
Week of July 1, 2008 - 13 
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Military, remembrance at Doors Open
By MICHAEL SEAMAN

Community Planner

Doors Open Aurora is
sure to be one of the high-
lights of the summer of
2008.

With 13 brand new sites
this year, Aurorans will have
a rare opportunity to learn
about and explore the many
interesting places and sites
in the community.

One of the most interest-
ing groupings of sites this
year is the focus on the
Military Heritage of Aurora
and the rememberance of
the sacrifice of those brave
Aurorans who gave their
lives in the service of our
country in the first and sec-
ond world wars.

Doors open is pleased to
welcome the Aurora
Armoury to its list this year.

Built in 1874 as a drill
shed for the 12th Battalion of
Infantry, the Aurora Armoury
was part of a network of
defence training facilities for
citizen soldiers.

As Canada assumed
responsibility for its own
defence from Britain, drill
sheds and armouries were
constructed as a response
to the associated challenges
and initiatives.

These facilities reflected
the increased emphasis on
defence during the period,
the importance of the militia

to Canadian security, and
the development of the mili-
tary profession in Canada.

The Aurora Armoury,
built in 1874 as a drill shed,
is the oldest purpose-built
armoury still used by the mil-
itary in Ontario.

It is an evocative link to
the larger history of the
province's militia regiments,
recruited regionally and pos-
sessing close affiliations with
their communities.

It was also the site of
Edward Blake's famous
"Aurora speech" in 1874
when the prominent politi-
cian and former Ontario pre-
mier called on the federal
government to implement
reforms.

The Aurora Drill Shed
was one of many similar
structures built from the
1860s onwards.

It provided defence train-
ing facilities for volunteer
militia in a period of border
insecurity and Anglo-
American tensions associat-
ed with the Civil War in the
United States and the
Fenian Raids.

The Aurora Armoury and
the formation of volunteer
militia units during the period
surrounding Confederation
reflected the young coun-
try's growing responsibilities
for defence.

On hand at the Armoury
will be members of the
Queens York Rangers 1st

Aurora Armoury Cenotaph

American Regiment (RCAC)
who occupy the building
today.

It also serves the 2799
Royal Canadian Army Cadet
Corps (affiliated with the
Rangers), which provides
citizenship and leadership
training to young people
within a military environment.

The Queen's York
Rangers have a storied his-
tory, serving in the Riel
Rebellion in 1885 and send-
ing troops to fight in the
South African (Boer) War of
1899-1902.

The regiment also con-
tributed men to the
Canadian Expeditionary
Force during the First World
War. During the Second
World War, the regiment was
mobilized and served in
Canada as part of the home
defence force.

While the Aurora
Armoury will give Auroran's
the opportunity to see the
members of the local regi-
ment at work, another site on
Doors Open Aurora, the
Aurora-King-Whitchurch
Cenotaph provides a som-
bre reminder of the sacrifices
made by members of the
Canadian armed forces in
defence of this country in the
wars of the 20th Century and
through to today.

Built in 1925, the memo-
ral tower recognizes the sac-
rifice made by 77 local men
who did not return home
after the First World War.

In 1960 it was altered with
the addition of the Altar of
Sacrifice which commemo-
rates the 55 local men and
women who did not return
home from the Second
World War.

It stands 73 feet high,
built of granite.

The land was once
owned by William Graham
who fought in the British
Army during he American
Revolution.

In 1992, the property
where the memorial stands
was dedicated by the Town

as the peace park.
While the Aurora-King-

Whitchurch cenotaph can
be seen by Aurorans every
day, an added feature of this
site on Doors Open Day will
be the presence of mem-
bers of the local branch of
the Royal Canadian Legion,
who will be on hand to tell
the story of this landmark
memorial and the service
and sacrifice paid by all
those from Aurora in the
wars of the 20th Century
who died in the service of
Canada.

Doors Open Aurora isn't
only about sites that you

can't regularly see.
It is also about those

sites that you see every day
in Aurora but seldom have
the opportunity to stop and
take a second look.

Doors Open Aurora gives
you the chance to see those
sites from a new perspec-
tive, and it is hoped will help
to make the experience of
living and working in Aurora
richer for it.

Doors Open this year will
be held Saturday, August 16,
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

For more information,
contact Shelley Ware at 905-
727-3123, ext. 4762.

Among the technological marvels of modern times is
the computer, now established and popular among
members of the Aurora Seniors Association (ASA) and
which continues to grow in use rapidly.

Computing among seniors has progressed to a
degree of proficiency that carries their interest forward to
internet exploration and new avenues of interest, which
are now within the scope of their newly found capabili-
ties.

Once the fear of intimidation has diminished or lifted
completely, the vast majority of seniors will master any
facet of computing that catches and maintains their inter-
est, and consequently, many have become completely at
home surfing the internet or uploading their digital cam-
eras to computer and then to compact disc and on to any
facet of computing that seizes the imagination.

Enthusiasm totally overwhelms anxiety and fuels
mastery of computing for everybody, including seniors.

The ASA computer club continues in summer mode
with reduced instruction and other activities reduced or
suspended until September, but a drop-in session is
scheduled for Tuesday, July 15, from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m.,
when any member of the ASA may visit the computer
club and seek advice on any computer related topic.

Advice will be given if available and located if not.
The regular drop-in sessions will resume the last two

Tuesdays in August to accommodate members who
wish to sign up for instruction resuming Monday,
September 8.

The ASA pool room is one of the finest in Aurora and
certainly the most cost effective and is always open for
snooker, billiards, pool and now darts has been added
as an attraction.

Card games have been known to take place in the
pool room and tournaments of all kinds are organized
and conducted in house or with other organizations as
opportunities arise.

Each Friday afternoon, women are encouraged
strongly to play any of the games in the pool room, but
particularly billiards and snooker, with help available for
anybody who needs help.

Summer is here and June is seniors’ month and the
ASA is open for you, close to the Aurora Town Hall and
ready to welcome members old and new.

The patio party hosted by a sparkling Belinda
Stronach, and presented as the ”From the Hill to the Grill
III”, captured the levity of the moment with a comment
from Belinda in her address, tongue in cheek, that on the
hill it is she who gets grilled.

Belinda captured the pride of the moment by indicat-
ing that this Aurora Seniors BBQ fundraiser is an impor-
tant opening event to the Canada Day Parade which this
year promises to be the biggest and best ever in Aurora.

The barbecue was wonderfully well supported by
members of the ASA and by many well know public peo-
ple, who all intermingled as though everybody knew
everybody-and probably did-on the patio and inside the
centre, and wherever there was room to sit or stand.

Enthusiasm abounds amongst the seniors for all fun
events and with pride in Canada swelling greatly and
with everybody interested and excited, the barbecue at
the Seniors’ Centre was clearly the place to be with good
feelings and complete harmony governing the occasion.

It was the place to have fun, to talk to friends old and
new and even to have a photograph taken with a local
dignitary or someone from the halls of power in Ottawa,
but mostly, it was to be a factor in the senior community
by being present and so weaving an indomitable link in
the fabric of Canadian pride.

The Seniors’ Centre is a tribute to the work and indus-
try that developed our society in former years as well as
today, and enjoyed now by the seniors of today and
standing ready and patiently for those who will retire in
good time.

It is a monument to the perseverance of people great
and small who laboured through good times and bad to
create the glorious opportunity to prosper in today’s
Canada in which we dwell.

Not at any time in any past generation was life as
good as it is in Canada at this time, and for all of the
problems existing, further opportunities loom that are
greater.

For the retired generations in Aurora, the doors of the
Seniors’ Centre are open to you, and somewhere inside
the centre, you will find a place or an activity that will
seize your imagination and you will prosper in your sen-
iority.

Aptitude and natural ability often lie concealed and
unused, until a gift emerges mysteriously and suddenly
to the light of day, and the centre will often uncover nat-
ural gifts long unrecognised.

As with anything in this life, success must be
achieved with effort, and as with any relationship,
patience, time and energy will result in a golden harvest
and quite possibly in directions never dreamed of, and
the Canada Day Parade will celebrate our wonderful
town Aurora, our great Canada and the teeming mix of
Aurorans from the world over that makes us what we
are.

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Senior Scape

Computer knowledge
abounds at the Centre
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Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 
PROFESSIONAL

CLEANING 
with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

CLEAN WITH CARE experi-
enced, efficient, thorough
home cleaning with an added
personal touch 905-727-
2353.

CARPET - I have sev-
eral thousand yards of
new Stainmaster 
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet
your living room & hall
for $389. Price
includes carpet, pad
and installation (30
square yards). Steve
905-898-0127.

� HELP WANTED � BUSINESS SERVICES

AURORA DIGITAL
CAMERA CLUB. If
interested, email
rob@auroraonline.com.
Indicate skill level, cam-
era and main topics of
interest.

� PHOTOGRAPHY

� FOR SALE

� PERSONAL

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week. (*This section only)  Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or go to  www.auroran.com 

DRAWING CLASS &
Summer Art Camp
www.yhartstudio.com
schedule.html Call 905-
713-3650

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

� ART CLASSES

Hardwood 
Flooring
Discontinued Items 

Professional Installer
416-938-7712

• beginners to advanced
• ongoing classes 

• drawing & painting techniques 
• help students prepare portfolios for college and art school 

• no artistic experience necessary 
905-726-8883

Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 
Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV. 

mi.design@sympatico.ca 

 LEARN HOW TO DRAW & PAINT... 
just like the Masters

� CLEANERS
You might not be able to do 

everything at once, but you can 
do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

CLASSES • SEMINARS •  WORKSHOPS • COURSES

DANCING
8:30 class: - West Coast Swing

No experience or partner required. 
Taught by the host of the 

“Start Dancing” series on ACI Cable TV

DANCE PARTY 

                      

DANCE CLASSES 

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

Friday July 25th

Next series starts July 7th.,
through August 25

Aurora Legion Ballroom •  7 - Midnight on Tuesdays Starting July 8th 
Everyone Welcome

$10 incudes lesson and practiceFREE 
West Coast Swing lesson  7: 30

DANCE 
PRACTICE 

*No class Aug. 4th
7:30 class: Salsa • Merengue

4,500 sq. ft. ballroom

Site: www.SteveMillerDance.ca 
Call Steve Miller at 416-439-6557 
Email: Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca  

P R O  P A I N T I N G
Int./Ext fast, clean, pro-
fessional & affordable,
last minute no problem!
905-898-3445.

YORK ELECTRICAL
SERV. 100 & 200 Amp
service upgrades, reno-
vations, new construc-
tion, residential & com-
mercial. Licenced and
insured. 905-841-8055

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish.
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033W E B D E S I G N

Let Aurora Online’s web
design strategies attract
business and get you
results.
• Portal solutions
• Online surveys
• Real Estate solutions
• Web hosting 
• eCommerce

Fresh ideas and solutions

Gone in
15

seconds!

Gone in
15

seconds!

Keeping your web site
visitors longer means
more business.

905-222-2022 • auroraonline.com
Web Design    Technical Support    Portal Solutions

Corporate Email    Anti-Spam

915,000 

copies of

THE AURORAN
printed every year.

To advertise in the classifieds

call: 905-727-7128

ADVERTISING

DEADLINE

CHANGES

We have changed

our deadline

for classified word

and semi-display

advertising to

FRIDAY AT 3 P.M.

for publication the

following week.

Thank you.

SEEKING SALES PRO-
FESSIONAL for Web
development company
please send resume to
hr@auroraonline.com or
call 905-222-2022.

Hire an Aurora based 
CHAUFFEUR DRIVEN 

LINCOLN SEDAN
for your wedding, airport transportation, 

or a night out at your favourite restaurant. 
Call for GR8 prices on the sedan plus 

our 10-passenger limousine!
905-727-8600 

LUXURY CAR FOR HIRE

416-992-3811 
e-mail: limousines@sympatico.ca

LIFE  INSURANCE
BROKERAGE office in
Aurora looking for a senior
administrator. Life insur-
ance agency experience
is mandatory. Please call
to set up an interview 416-
907-9753 or send 
your resume to paula
@epili.ca.

STERLING MASONRY
LTD Concrete & founda-
tion repairs. Expoxy injec-
tion. Basement leaks.
Natural Stone Fill 905-
853-6972

better 
water
pure 
and 
simple™

SIX PACK OF
SAVINGS

Rent a Softener for 
$1.00 per month 

for 6 months & receive 
6 Free Bags of Salt!

Not valid with other offers. Installation not included. Offers and participation may vary. O.A.C.

✁

✁
Ron Butler 

Cell: 416-818-5075 •  905-841-8249

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD WEST ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD EAST

WELLINGTON STREET WEST

HENDERSON DR.
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THE AURORAN
Garage/lawn sales 
are Sponsored by

Sean Herbinson 
ReMax Realty 
905-727-1941

Aurora Panthers Atom A girls’ hockey team is hosting 
a multi-family fundraising garage sale on July 5th 

8 a.m. – 1 p.m.

56 Aurora Heights Dr.
Hot Dogs, Drinks and a Bake Sale!

M
urray Dr.

GARAGE SALE

Kennedy Street West

Quality Workmanship by an
Experienced Tradesman

DO YOU NEED SHORT
TERM HELP? Grass cut-
ting, hedge t r imming ,
sodd ing ,  t ree  ca re ,
ou tdoor  painting, gar-
dening, etc. Call Roy 289-
231-3157/905-476-1243.

Orchard Hts. Blvd.

B
at

so
n Dr.

O
ld
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ng

e
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t.
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hn

Wes
t W

ay

OFFICE FOR RENT,
Yonge and Mosley area.
For more information,
call Telly at 905-717-
4073.

� FOR RENT

� HOME CARE

SEEKING INTERMEDI-
ATE/SENIOR WEB
DEVELOPER/PRO-
GRAMMER Should have
good knowledge of PHP,
MySQL & Java Script
Please send resume to
hr@auroraonline.com
905-222-2022.

ECE, CPR & FIRST AID
certified. Snacks & meals
provided. Receipts & 
references. 905-727-1252

GARAGE SALES 
ARE FREE 

IN THE AURORAN 
Sponsored by 

Sean Herbinson 
of ReMax Realty 

here in Aurora.
Call: 905-727-7128

O N E   B E D R O O M
APARTMENT FOR RENT
in a quiet neighbourhood.
five appliances, single 
p ro fess iona l  fema le
preferred. Pets okay.
Available immediately.
$650/mo. plus a percent-
age of utilities. Email:
nook41@yahoo.ca

Aurora Heights Dr.

DONNA B. Still love you
and miss you.Call me.
M.B.

� SWIMMING LESSONS

PRIVATE SWIMMING
LESSONS in backyard
pool near Bathurst and
Bloomington. Red Cross
Authorized Provider. Call
Mat at (905) 713-0995
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No obligation. Must be at least 18 years of age. 
Limited time offer. First Visit Only.

free
DETOX & CLEANSE
 professional quality

PRESENT THIS
COUPON

TO RECEIVE A

Doctor Formulated

Lifestyle Based

Guaranteed Weight Loss

Individuals and Families Welcome

No Gimmicks

Implement the 3 Simple Secrets to 

Weight Loss and Healthy Living

Why join 
U weight loss™ clinic?

we care
      about

“Now I feel fantastic... 
I love the way I look.”

Rachel 
Location: Georgetown
Before U: 180 lbs
New U: 140 lbs
Weight Loss: 40 lbs

When I quit a very active job to work at a desk, 
I never realized how quickly I would gain weight. 
I gained 30 pounds in three months. I felt horrible 
about myself. None of my clothes fit and I was very 
self-conscious about the way I looked. I never 
wanted to do anything or go out anywhere 
anymore. 

Now I feel fantastic and I fit into clothes I never 
thought I would wear again. I have lots of energy 
and I love the way I look again and so does my 
husband, even though he would never admit that I 
looked bad before. I thank the U weight loss clinic 
from the bottom of my heart because I couldn’t 
have done it without them.

“Our goal at U weight loss clinic, is to offer the highest quality 
results and care to each person who walks in our door. There 
is no better reward than a client reaching their goal weight” 
– Dr Natasha Turner,B.Sc, ND 

PROFESSIONAL
We provide scientifically based, clinically effective programs that always 
place the safety and success of its clients fi rst. Our team is dedicated to the 
principles of quality support, integrity and compassion.

HEALTHY 
At U weight loss clinic, we combine principles of nutrition, natural therapy,
education, and counselling in an inviting atmosphere. Our goal is to literally
reshape you, on the inside as well as the outside into a healthier U.

AFFORDABLE
Our comprehensive program was uniquely developed by combining the 
disciplines of science, physiology, and nutrition to deliver proven weight 
management solutions in the most affordable manner possible. 

VISIT US! 905.713.5673
1 Henderson Drive, Aurorawww.Uweightloss.com

Henderson Dr

Wellington St. W

Allaura Blvd.

Yong
e St

(Dominion and Swiss Chalet)
Aurora Village Plaza

lose • live • love
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