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So, that explains it
For the past couple of weekends, residents have listened to

train whistles as “phantom” trains crossed one of Aurora’s three
level crossings.

Normally, GO Trains use the track four times in the morning
and four times in the evening...five days a week.

Every once in a while, a small freight will rumble through in the
middle of the night and awaken some residents.

Since the track ends at Barrie, there are very few locations a
train could go to.

So, listening to the whistle all weekend caused a few people to
perk up their ears.

GO Transit, in a recent press release, explained everything.
Seems they’re training (no pun intended) new personnel and

using the GO line for practice...on weekends.
“Residents of the communities in GO's service area, who may

not be used to seeing GO Trains running during the weekend,
should expect to see them,” the GO release said. “Eventually, they
will also see out-of-service GO Trains on the tracks on weekdays
during mid-day and in the evening, outside regular schedules.

Now you know what all the weekend whistling was about.
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BRIEFLY

The Town of Aurora in association with the Society of York Region Artists 

46th Annual 
            Juried Art Show 
                   & Sale 

Please see our ad on page 19  

Invites you to the 46th Annual 
            Juried Art Show 
                   & Sale 

Invites you to the 
Year of Arts, Culture and Heritage

Sassari

Beach

It’s no CCROC!
We have the largest selection of Crocs™ and

MANY NEW, GREAT COLOURS NOW IN STOCK
Aurora Shopping Centre 14800 Yonge St., Aurora 905-727-9391

.com

.com

SHOES
Est. 1970

It’s no CCROC!
We have the largest selection of Crocs™ and Jibbitz™ north of Toronto

Patra

Buried in a sea of teddy bears are two Wells Street School students, Kieran, left, and Aaron Bhatia, both 
attending school at Aurora Grove Public School on Stone Road in Aurora. Their mother, Alexandra, is a high
school teacher in Richmond Hill where “Operation Bear Hug” began. The idea is to collect small to medium sized
bears which will provide African AIDS orphans with something to cuddle.The bears, there have been almost 1,000
collected, will be shipped to Cotlands Child and Baby Centre in South Africa. Auroran photo by Bonnie Tiffin

Councillor
resigns

Being a councillor in the Town of
Aurora just “wasn’t what I expect-
ed,” Grace Marsh told The Auroran
shortly after she announced her
resignation from the council she
was elected to less than two years
ago. She was under the belief that
councillors would respect each
other, and that meetings would end
when they were supposed to.

“That hasn’t happened,” she
said.

However, her resignation did
have something to do with an
unruly council meeting that
occurred last Tuesday night, but
she also felt past meetings did not
live up to her expectations.

“When I ran for council it was
never my intention or expectation
that I would not fulfill my commit-
ment and I certainly did not expect
the role of councillor to be easy,”
she said. “I did, however, fully
expect a schedule that would be
manageable and meeting lengths
that were reasonable, only occa-
sionally excessive.”

To various degrees, Mrs.Marsh
said her expectations were not the
realities of the current council.

“Whether it is a case of my
expectations not being reasonable,
or whether there truly is a unique
atmosphere this term, either way, I
personally felt it was a situation that
I could no longer tolerate.”

In a letter to The Auroran, the
councillor offered her “humble
apologies to the taxpayers of
Aurora and my sincere thanks to
those who have supported me and
continue to do so”.

Her letter appears in this week’s
Auroran on Page 7.

Mrs. Marsh is only the second
person to resign the post while in
office since October, 1973, when
Councillor Don Roberts, citing
extra pressures in his educational
career, called it quits.

In December, 1972, Mayor Dick
Illingworth was forced to resign

when his full time position with the
Province of Ontario became a 
conflict of interest with his position
as Aurora mayor.

Another vacancy on council
was created when in January,
1965, Aurora Reeve Jean Moffat
died.

According to town clerk Bob
Panizza, Aurora Council now has
three options.

Councillors can vote to appoint
a person to council, take the next
finisher from the last election or call
a by-election.

The person finishing in ninth for
the eight available seats was John
Gallo, who was not available for
comment.

If council elects to call a 
by-election, which, according to Mr.
Panizza, would not be as extensive
as a full election, it would have to
cover the entire community since
Aurora does not have a ward 
system.

Cost of such an exercise would
range beween $30,000 and
$40,000, he said.

Council was expected to make
a decision at a special meeting
Monday night, but results were too
late for The Auroran’s press time.

GRACE MARSH

“Respect for Law”
event comes home

For the first time since
1985, the Optimist Club of
Aurora will hold its annual
“Respect For Law” dinner in
Aurora.

“We’re coming home,” a
spokesman told The
Auroran.

On Wednesday, May 21,
the dinner will be held at St.
Andrews Valley Golf Club on
St. John’s Sideroad and the
public is invited to attend.

For the last four years, the
dinner has been held at the
Community Safety Village,
located in the Bruce’s Mill
Conservation Area in
Whitchurch-Stouffville.

The event will honour this

year’s “Officer of the Year”
who is being recognized for
his or her contribution to
community safety in the
Town of Aurora.

Earlier in the evening,
Sgt. Mark Altermann will pro-
vide a presentation on the
issue of graffiti.

The evening begins at
6.30 p.m. with a cocktail
reception followed by dinner
at 7.15 p.m.

Tickets are $20 each and
can be reserved by calling
Steve Hinder, Respect for
Law Chairman, at 905-751-
9328.

Tickets must be reserved
by May 16th.

Budget passed!
see page 9
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COMING EVENTS
CONTINUING

CHATS-Community Home Assistance to Seniors is look-
ing for volunteers to assist with activities in its Adult Day
Program. Positions call for a commitment of a few hours a
week at the Aurora location. Various times are available. Call
Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
The Probus Club of Aurora meets the second Wednesday

of every month at the Royal Canadian Legion, Industrial
Parkway North at 10 a.m. Men and women, retired or semi-
retired, 55 years of age and over, are welcome to attend.

* * * *
Every Tuesday from 9.30 a.m. to 11 a.m. it’s Story and

Playtime at Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial
Parkway South. Call 905-841-8883 for further details.

* * * *
Every Second Friday, students in Grades 5 to 8 can gath-

er at Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway
South from 7 to 9 p.m. For more information call 905-841-8883
or email jonathanturtle@gmail.com

* * * *
A drop-in centre operates every Wednesday at the

Community Bible Church on Bathurst Street just south of
Henderson from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. It's open to all parents, grand-
parents and caregivers. For more information e-mail Judy
Hoffmann at jhoffmann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing every Friday morning at St.

Andrew’s Presbyterian Church beginning at 10.30 a.m.
* * * *

Meet at Martha's Table. Every Thursday from 11.30 a.m. to
1.30 p.m. comfort food and a sense of community will be avail-
able at the hall at St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Aurora.
Any funds raised are directed to other community outreach
projects.

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday evening at 6.30

p.m.at Gabriel's on Yonge Street.New members are welcome.
For further information call 905-841-1352.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148 meets the

first and third Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge
Street, south of Wellington. For more information call 905-830-
9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday of

each month at the Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley Street,
Aurora at 7:30 p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday each

month at 57 Mosley Street at 10:30 a.m. Coffee Club at 9 a.m.
and lunch at noon. Call 905-727-3032 or 905-727-1080.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday night at Trinity

Anglican Church, Victoria Street at 7:30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at the Aurora
Legion at 7:30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women holds monthly

meetings at the Aurora Legion with a variety of speakers.
There is also a selection of interest groups. Contact Beverley
at 905-727-2151.

* * * *
The Aurora Seniors Evergreen Choir practice in the West-

McKenzie Hall of the Seniors’ Centre, every Wednesday from
3.30 to 5.30 p.m. under the direction of Tom Rainsford and
Enid Maize. For more information, call 905-841-9706.

* * * *
Tots (age 0-4 years) bring your caregivers for coffee or tea

while you enjoy story and playtime every Tuesday from 9.30
a.m. to 11a.m. at Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial
Parkway South. Call 905-841-8883 for further information.

TO MAY 3
Aurora Council has proclaimed this week as National

Volunteer Week in Aurora to honour all the volunteers of
Aurora who tirelessly share their time and talents with those in
need.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30
Tree planting in Lions Park between 9 a.m. and 

noon by students from George Street and Aurora 

Senior Public Schools.
* * * *

The Aurora Seniors will hold their Spring Pot Luck Lunch
from noon to 1.30 p.m. at the seniors’ centre. Sign up at the
registration desk and indicate what your food preparation will
be and it should be enough for five.

* * * *
Deadline for nominations for 2008 Citizen of the Year. For

information call 905-726-4741.
* * * *

The Aurora Dream Team announces its support for Safe
Haven in Aurora, by holding a Fashion Show Party at Cardinal
Golf Club starting at 7 p.m. with a buffet and a Flower Power
Fashion Event. Call Lisa at 905-222-4692.

SUNDAY, MAY 4
“Putting Food By” is a program to help you learn preserv-

ing techniques from Marie Barnes. It will take place from 1 to 4
p.m. at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 5 Municipal Dr. and is host-
ed by the Environmental Advisory Committee of the Town of
Aurora. Register through Info Aurora, 905-727-8214, or infoau-
rora@e-aurora.ca. The event is free.

* * * *
The Parish Nurse Ministry of Aurora United Church pres-

ents A "Spring Sing" concert at the Church at 7 p.m., featuring
Aurora's own David Pilkey singing and playing Broadway tunes
as well as songs from down through the decades. Tickets are
$15 each. Call Carol Rose-Kudelka at 905-727-1935, ext. 24,
for more information.

MONDAY, MAY 5
Yard waste collection in brown paper Kraft bags or clean,

open, rigid reusable containers must be placed at the curb by
7 a.m. to ensure pick-up. For information call 905-727-3123
ext. 3447.

TUESDAY, MAY 6
Aurora Seniors visit Georgian Downs Casino at a cost of

$40 for members and non-members.
MAY 8 TO 10

Pine Tree Potters' Spring Pottery Sale will be held at the St.
Andrew's Valley Golf Club, 368 St. John's Sideroad, Aurora,
Thursday and Friday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. All proceeds from the Charity Table will go to CHATS.
For further information, call the studio 905-727-1278.

SATURDAY, MAY 10
Annual Plant Sale, presented by the Aurora Garden &

Horticultural Society, at the Aurora Public Library from 9.30
a.m. to 12.30 p.m. For more information call Diane at 905-773-
2695.

* * * *
Silence is golden at this much-anticipated spring auction.

Bid on any of a wide variety of appealing items, services, and
certificates, all donated, as of 5.30 p.m. in St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church Hall, corner of Mosley and Victoria
Streets.

* * * *
Celebrate International Migratory Bird Day by joining the

Aurora Community Arboretum Bird Walk. Meet at the Gazebo
by the Leisure Complex at 10 a.m.

* * * *
Merlin’s Hollow open house. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 181 Centre

Crescent. Free.
MONDAY, MAY 12

Aurora Film Circuit presents “The Band's Visit” at the
Cineplex Odeon Aurora Cinemas, 15460 Bayview Avenue.
Tickets, at $10, may be purchased at the Aurora Public Library
or R & R Revisited, 95 Edward Street. Doors open at 6.15 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 14
Annual general meeting of the Aurora Minor Hockey

Association in the auditorium of the Aurora Community Centre
at 7.30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21
The Optimist Club of Aurora will hold its Annual Respect

For Law Dinner at St. Andrews Valley Golf Club this year and
the public is invited to attend. The event will honour this year’s
“Officer of the Year” who is being recognized for their contribu-
tion to community safety in the Town of Aurora. Earlier in the
evening, Sgt. Mark Altermann will provide an informative pres-
entation on the issue of graffiti. The evening begins at 6.30
p.m. with a cocktail reception with dinner following at 7.15 p.m.
Tickets are $20 each and can be reserved by calling Steve
Hinder, Respect for Law Chairman, at 905-751-9328.
Tickets must be reserved by May 16th.

 

 

Marilyn Redvers, Sales Representative 
14799 Yonge Street, Aurora L4G 1N1

905-727-3154
www.realestateaurora.com

Your Community Realty

ROYAL LePAGE

ASSOCIATE BROKER NETWORK

$649,900

Wonderful home for entertaining! Huge, renovated kitchen with
cherry wood floors, large island, high ceilings & skylights! Spacious
living room with cherry wood floors & gas fireplace! Renovated Main
Bath! Established area of large lots & mature trees!

Lovely bungalow with loft - meticulously maintained! Stunning 2-storey entry with slate floor!
Hardwood floors! Granite Counters! Professionally finished basement with high ceilings! Beautiful
lot backing to treed ravine in gated community in south Aurora!

WONDERFUL CONDO BACKING TO RAVINE!

$309,000

Shows to perfection! Freshly decorated - light & bright! Beautiful
wood floors! Cozy recreation room adds great living space!
Courtyard garden off kitchen! Just move in! Walk to schools,
shops & services! Easy access to 404! Appliances are included.

TERRIFIC TOWNHOME - NORTHEAST AURORA!

$449,000

FABULOUS SPLIT-LEVEL HOME - POOL-SIZED LOT!

Lovely home with open concept layout! Freshly painted & new carpet
in 2008! Terrific recreation room with cathedral ceiling & walkout to
fabulous yard & greenbelt! Great location - close to shops, services,
walking trails & Hwy. 404! Just move in & enjoy!

$339,000

BEAUTIFUL TOWNHOME BACKING TO GREENBELT

presented by

Wonderful family home in golf course neighbourhood with no golf
balls! 16’ x 32’ inground pool, fenced for safety! Private, hedged
yard! Renovated master ensuite! Prof. finished basement with gas
fireplace! Freshly painted throughout! A real beauty!

$699,000

OVER 3500 SQ. FT. WITH INGROUND POOL!

It’s a great time to sell your house! 
Call Marilyn for a market evaluation! 905-727-3154

*(For Royal LePage)

SATURDAY, MAY 24
St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church Guild is hosting a Lilac

Tyme Lunch between 11 a.m. and 1.30 p.m. in St. Andrew's
Hall, corner of Mosley and Victoria Streets. Tickets are $8; $4
for children aged four to nine.

* * * *
Catch the "royal wave" at a gala concert featuring Aurora's

York Chamber Ensemble, Festival Chorus, and Trinity Youth
Choir. The 7.30 p.m. concert is at Trinity Anglican Church, 79
Victoria Street. Tickets are $15; $10 for students and seniors.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 28
Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society presents “Growing

Clematis in Ontario” with speaker Peter Keeping at the Aurora
Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North. 8 p.m. Guests $2.

SATURDAY, MAY 31
Holy Spirit Catholic Elementary School at 315 Stone Road

presents its annual fun fair “Blast Off to Summer 2008” at the
school site from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The event will include inflat-
ables, laser tag, rides, a magician show, food prepared by the
Aurora Lions Club, games, emergency vehicles, silent auction
and raffles.

* * * *
Yonge Street Dance, presented by The Optimist Club of

Aurora. 7 p.m. to midnight. On Yonge Street, between Murray
Drive and Henderson Avenue.

SUNDAY, JUNE 1
The 13th annual World’s Longest Street Festival on the

World’s Longest Street, takes place on Yonge Street between

Wellington and Murray. More than 600 vendors expected.
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, JUNE 6 & 7
Canadian Cancer Society 2008 Relay for Life at Lambert

Willson Park and the Leisure Complex. Call 905-830-0447 for
further information and to register a team.

SUNDAY, JUNE 8
Meet members of the Aurora Community Arboretum for a

guided walk from 1 to 3 p.m. Meet at the gazebo by the Leisure
Complex.

FRIDAY, JUNE 13
A Coffee House will be held at Trinity Anglican Church at

7:30 p.m. featuring an evening of Trinity talent.
SATURDAY, JUNE 14

Merlin’s Hollow open house. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 181 Centre
Crescent. Free.

MONDAY, JUNE 23
Aurora Chamber of Commerce annual golf tournament at

Wooden Sticks Golf Club in Uxbridge.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25

Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society presents “Beauty or
Beast- Plants That Need Space” with speaker Anna Leggatt at
the Aurora Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North. 8 p.m.
Guests $2.

TUESDAY, JULY 1
The return of the July First parade. If you would like to enter

a float, or simply be in the parade, call Sher St. Kitts at 905-
841-6489 or 905-841-6893. Parade starts at 10 a.m.

Jennifer Christensen B.A., CFP, CDFA, TEP
Executive Financial Consultant

Phone: 
jennifer.christensen@investorsgroup.com

905-726-8236

Call me to find out how The Plan™ can help 
you prosper now...and over time.
 

Please call for upcoming seminar information

What is your single 
biggest household expense?

It’s not your mortgage or your child’s 
education. It’s usually your personal income 
tax. I can help you make the most of your 
money and minimize your taxes. 
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905-727-9561
14889 Yonge Street, Aurora
www.graystonesrestaurant.ca

gourmet to go

Open Lunch & Dinner
Sunday May 13th

Please call for
reservations

Insurance products and services offered through I.G. Insurance Services Inc. Insurance license sponsored by The Great-West Life Assurance Company.  Some of these strategies may involve borrowing to invest which should be a part of a long-term investment strategy and may not be appropriate in all circumstances.

RAVAGED BY TAXES? DON’T LET POOR PLANNING PUT YOUR RETIREMENT AT RISK!
YOU MAY BE MAKING A MONUMENTAL MISTAKE WHICH COULD COST YOU YOUR RETIREMENT!

This very worthwhile workshop is being provided by Jennifer Christensen 
and is of interest to those with a minimum of $250,000 investable assets.

Jennifer Christensen, CFP  
Executive Financial Consultant      

        LEARN:

     •  How to stop the clock on 
         taxes eating away at your estate.
     •  How to avoid the two dangers 
         in planning for your estate.
     •  How to avoid the single 
         biggest fallacy about investments.
     •  How a little known secret can 
         accomplish miracles of estate planning.
     •  Learn about the #1 principle in 
         reducing taxes.

THE DETAILS OF THIS FREE WORKSHOP:
Wednesday May 7th, 2008  7:15pm-8:45pm

Timberlane Athletic Club  155 Vandorf Road  Aurora, ON
Featured Speaker:  Edward Matti, CFP, Regional Director  

Please call NOW 
(905)726-8236 

to reserve your seat. 
Seating is limited.

Investors Group specializes in Tax Planning, Retirement Planning, Estate Planning and Investment Planning. Investors Group is Canada’s leading personal financial planning company, managing over $44 billion in assets for Canadians from coast to coast.
TM Trademarks owned by IGM Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations. **Brokerage services offered through Investors Group Securities Inc.If you are already an Investors Group client, please contact your consultant.

 

Wide Feet?
No Problem

SHOES
Est. 1970

WHERE GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT!

Our 38th

year in
Aurora

TOP 3 REASONS TO SHOP AT OMARS
#3 - Friendly, knowledgeable staff    #2 - Great location 

#1 - IF YOU HAVE ORTHOTICS, WE HAVE THE EXPERIENCE TO FIT YOU!

ww844wb

mx621wn

DON’T FORGET - EARN FREE SHOES - JOIN OUR KID’S CLUB!

TO FIT A   VARIETY OF FEET.
A                 VARIETY OF FOOTWEAR

WIDE
WIDE

The “Ultimate” walking shoe for ladies! 
Features a breathable upper and 
a ROLLBAR engineered 

specifically for Walking

A versatile trainer 
with superior 

shock absorption.
Available for 

men and women.

When it comes to your feet, we are the fit experts. We have the
widest variety of sizes and great styles to choose from, so your

feet always leave happy. newbalance.com

Art show this week
The Town of Aurora

and the Society of York
Region Artists (SOYRA)
present the 46th Annual
Aurora Juried Art Show
and Sale from May 2
through May 4 at the
Aurora Town Hall.

The show is open to
the public and the sale will
offer a large selection of
high quality original art.
Based on last year’s suc-
cess, the show antici-
pates that attendees will
come from the local com-
munity, as well as from
the neighbouring regions.

The kick-off to this
show is the popular open-
ing reception gala slated
for Friday, May 2, from 7
p.m. until 10 p.m.

The Society of York
Region Artists is a non-
profit organization dedi-
cated to the visual arts.

Its purpose is to pro-
vide a forum for visual
artists in York Region and
the surrounding area to
share their knowledge,

gain expertise and pro-
mote accessibility to the
arts.

The Aurora Art Show
and Sale is a must for all
art enthusiasts or for

those looking for a piece
to finish off a room in their
home or office.

There is a piece for
sale that fits everyone’s
budgets and artistic style.

The AIDS Committee of York Region held a fundraiser at Jonathan’s Restaurant last week, and it
was termed a huge success. Entertainers donated their time to the event. Taking part were, left
to right, Haran Vijayanathan, Radha Bhardwaj, Jamie Miller, Mary Georgopoulos, who owns
Jonathan’s; and Ryan Cummings.             Auroran photo by Ron Wallace

Klees hopes to stop fraud
N ew m a r ke t - Au r o r a

MPP Frank Klees wants
residents to be aware
that if they get an offer
at the door for home
renovations that sounds
too good to be true, it
probably is.

Klees held a news
conference in his
Aurora constituency
office Fr iday to aler t
residents to what he
called a "potential con-
sumer scam".

He took the action
after receiving a call
from Aurora residents
Dieter and Toni Scholz
who told him they had
an offer from a door to
door salesman that did-
n't sound quite right.

They were quoted
$6,700 to have their
windows replaced and
were told that they
would get a grant from
the Ontario government
of $5,000 if they agreed
to a home energy audit.

And to kick it all off,
they just had to give the
salesman a cheque for
$1,000 and he would
look after the rest.

“Fortunately the cou-
ple didn't cut a cheque,"
said Klees. "What we
don't know, is how
many unsuspecting
people did and I want to
aler t residents to the
fact that this activity is
taking place in their
neighbourhood".

Klees has asked the
fraud unit of York
Regional Police to
investigate and has
asked the Ministry of
Energy to post an aler t
on the website that pro-

motes the province's
Home Energy Audit and
Home Energy Retrofit
program.

“The audit and retro-
fit programs are legiti-
mate government pro-
grams and can save
homeowners money on
their renovation costs,”
he said. “The problem
is that some illegitimate
players may be using
those programs to rip
off innocent con-
sumers."

Klees pointed out
that energy audits are
provided by authorized
energy advisors and
the costs are in the
range of $300 of which
50 per cent wil l  be

reimbursed by the
Ontar io government.
The Scholz's were
asked to pay $1,000.

“Clear ly, something
doesn't add up here,"
said Klees. “Not only is
the upfront fee out of
line, the quote for reno-
vation work to be done
was unrealistically low.
It all points to a scam in
the making and we
want to stop it in its
tracks.”

Details on the Home
Energy Retrofit
Program are available
at: homeenergyon-
tar io.ca or at the
Ministry of Energy's
information hotl ine at
1-888-668-4636.

Window Cleaning...Interior, Exterior, Solariums, Pellas & Storm Windows
Eavestroughs...New Installations, Repairs, Cleaning 

Chemical Wash & Gutter Guards 

905-727-0309

Light up your life!
Lighting • Fixtures • Fans 

220 Industrial Pkwy. S. 905-841-2832
Call for hours

Great Prices 

FUNDRAISER

14800 Yonge Street, Aurora Shopping Centre (905) 727-9391



Amendments to the Immigration Act, 
Fond memories, they bring back,
I was an Ontario People Hunter,

And we didn't get much flack.
- Poor Richard's Scrapbook 

Immigration legislation is a hot topic these days
with the federal government proposing changes to
the Immigration Act and including the proposals in
the budget bill.

Then I saw a news item about the Toronto
Police Service looking for recruits and that trig-
gered a lot of memories.

I became a “People Hunter” in 1965 when I
joined the Ontario Government Public Service with
the Ontario Immigration Service of the Ministry of
Trade and Development.

It was not generally well known at that time that
immigration was a joint responsibility between the
federal government and the provinces under the
former British North America Act.

Provinces could solicit, entice, encourage or
recruit any person as long as they met the immi-
gration criteria of the federal government.

Any Ontario business or organization unable to
find the professional or skilled help they needed
locally came to us and we tried to find them over-
seas and bring them to Ontario.

In the late 1960s, I noted a news item that a
recruiting team of the Toronto Police Service had
been travelling across the county to recruit suit-
able applicants without success.

One day I was having lunch at the Military
Institute in Toronto when I ran into Police Chief
John MacKay and over lunch I asked him if he had
ever considered recruiting overseas.

It was a new idea to him but he was interested.
I explained our service and suggested he place

a small ad in a London, England, newspaper at a
cost of about $500 and see what happened.

He agreed and the ad was placed through the
Ministry's office in Ontario House in London.

The response was almost immediate and spec-
tacular as hundreds of applications were received.

In fact there were so many they called to turn
off the tap.

This resulted in a recruiting team of three
including Inspector Charles Bond, a doctor and a
personnel officer flying to London where an office
was waiting for them in Ontario House with
Ministry staff contacting the applicants and
arranging interviews.

They were there six weeks and if I remember
correctly interviewed about 600 applicants.

Evidently, the Toronto Police Service had a rule
that they wouldn't poach officers from another
force, but if they wanted to come on their own,
there was a job open for them.

This offer was made to the British police offi-
cers and many of them accepted.

Ontario House staff worked with the federal
immigration officers to process the immigration
procedures and they flew to Toronto with their fam-
ilies to start their new duties with the Toronto
Police Service.

In 1967, the Toronto branch handled personnel
requests from 447 Ontario companies and organi-
zations spending a total of $96,000 on advertising
in Britain.

In 1968, the largest single category signed up
overseas was that of school teachers as 75 school
boards throughout the province recruited over-
seas, bringing an estimated 600 teachers to
Ontario.

In addition, some immigrants who came to
Ontario on their own, visited the Toronto office and
were assisted in providing job information and
arranging interviews.

We also recruited in the United States and
recruiting missions were held in various cities
including Los Angeles, Cleveland and
Philadelphia.

When unemployment began to climb in Ontario
in the early 1970s, it became politically unpopular
to bring in skilled workers from overseas, while
many Ontarians were out of work, and the People
Hunter service ended.

I assumed other duties in the Ministry resulting
in an assignment in Sudbury to help organize the
Region of Sudbury, but that's another story.
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to Canada locations
after ad campaign

Poor Richard

Letters to the Editor

This photo shows the 12 teachers who taught at Aurora Public School on Church Street in 1950. They are, front row, left
to right, Genevieve Robinson, Elsie Legg, Minnie Morning, Marjorie Kitchen and Mrs. Olive Komar. Second row, left to right,
are Isobel Hayes, Eleanor Humphreys, and Mrs. Harry Smallwood. Back row, left to right, are Del Babcock, Lorne Brady,
Gilbert McDonald and Illtyd Harris. School is currently undergoing renovations and is expected to open in September as
a Heritage Centre.
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In spite of sunny, warm weather,
Aurora Home Show was a success

To the editor,

It has been with great
pride that I have chaired
the 2008 Aurora Home
Show, brought to you by
the Aurora Chamber of
Commerce.

The event was very
successful with record
crowds - despite the won-
derful sunny weekend!

Thanks to all the
exhibitors for participat-
ing, all the helpful volun-
teers and all the wonder-
ful visitors who made it a
fun place to be last week-
end.

I would not have been
able to pull this off with-

out the encouragement,
support and significant
contributions of (i) the
Home Show Committee
members - Shelley
Lundquist, Sean
Herbinson, Brian North,
Jack Roeleveld and Dave
Rusnell; (ii) the Designer
Home Committee mem-
bers: Jim Pickering
(Chair), Jamie
Thompson, Dave Rusnell
and Jack Roeleveld, and
(iii) Chamber staff: Carla
Adams, Nancy Eveleigh
Browne and in particular,
Julie Gilbert Belgue - my
right hand who gave her
all to ensure the event ran
smoothly.

Many thanks to our
sponsors: Aurora Cable
for the great yellow bags,
PowerStream Inc. and
Aurora Toyota Inc. for
their contributions to the
Environmental Fair,
Lenard Lind - L.H. Lind
Realty Inc. for sponsoring
the Friday evening
exhibitors’ reception, and
Frank Klees, MPP, for
sponsoring the colouring
page in the Home Show
program.

A special thank you to
George St. Kitts for pro-
viding entertainment at
our exhibitors’ reception.

Thank you to the many
others who donated door

prizes, exhibitor raffle
prizes, and other prod-
ucts and services for the
Home Show, and to those
who generously volun-
teered their time to assist
with this event.

Finally, I would like to
thank the staff at the
Aurora Community

Centre for their co-opera-
tion and friendly assis-
tance before, during and
after the show. Your sup-
port was much appreciat-
ed.

Brenda Snape
Chair of the 2008
Aurora Home Show   

This club is for the birds
To the editor,

Let me introduce the
citizens of Aurora to a
unique club in their
region.

We are the York
Region Parrot Club. We
are a non-profit organiza-
tion.

Our mission is to the
preservation and
enhancement of pet birds
and the education of their
owners. Our meetings are
held the third Tuesday of
each month, September
to June from 7 to 9 p.m. at
the Lake Wilcox
Community Centre in Oak
Ridges.

It's just down the road
from you.

Our meetings are both
fun and educational.

We sometimes have

guest speakers such as
veterinarians; theme
meetings such as bird toy
making night; and cooking
for the birds.

Vet checked birds are
welcome at the meetings
and there are always a
wide variety of parrots at
each meeting from cock-
atiels and lovebirds to the
large macaws.

Many of the birds in the
club talk and some do
tricks.

We have a fully
stocked library of bird
information for members
to borrow from. There are
raffles, door prizes, silent
auctions and always a
tasty refreshment table at
meetings.

This year on Sunday,
June 1, we will have a
booth at the Aurora Street

Festival.
I invite all Aurorans to

come by our booth and
see the parrots, and find
out more about our club.

In June we will hold our
annual bird show.

Judges will choose
first, second and third
place winners in the small,
medium and large birds
and the best of show bird.

Members can enter as
many of their birds as they
want. It's a great evening.
Come and see for your-
self.

Have a peek at our
website for more informa-
tion: www.yorkregionpar-
rotclub.ca.

Looking forward to
hearing from Aurora!

J. Chambers
Oak Ridges



Front Porch Perspective

By Stephen Somerville

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

An Open Letter to the Minister of Education

Dear Minister,

I will dispense with the accustomed pleasantries as I have
already congratulated you on your election win in my last letter
to you - the 33rd such missive I believe in this one-way
exchange of documents.

Your Conservative predecessor was right; there is a "crisis"
in the schools.

And it is happening here, right smack in the middle of
Aurora.

There is an alarmingly low amount of homework being given
to the children in our community, which is also affecting their
physical fitness levels.

It is for these two reasons that you need to relieve the
administration and the teachers at Devins Drive Public School
of their respective posts with utmost dispatch.

Last Friday afternoon, I interrogated (I mean interviewed)
the subjects: my four-year-old son who is in junior kinder-
garten, my seven-year-old nephew who is in Grade 2 and my
11-year-old nephew who is in Grade 5.

They all darken the halls of the above noted offending insti-
tution.

I had each of them into my home office for a brief discus-
sion.

I positioned the energy-efficient 1,000 watt lamp just right -
so that it shone brightly on their little foreheads.

I then posed the same question to each of the children: what
did you learn at school this week? 

My son: "I don't remember, Daddy."
Seven-year-old: "Nuthin, Uncle Steve. I'm hungry."
11-year-old: "Not much."
While these same answers uttered by David Radler in a U.S.

District Court during the Conrad Black case may be fine for the

legal community, they certainly do not pass the muster with
me.

To ensure that I had a clear picture of the deterioration of
our school system, during our individual sessions, I also made
use of a polygraph machine.

It was conclusive; the needle on the system did not move
one bit when they testified about their collective lack of
scholastic exploits.

As I already had the polygraph out, I also asked a few other
questions, and I was surprised and saddened to hear that all
three kids exhibited Liberal political sympathies and one of the
kids was a closet Habs fan.

No more "Backyardigans" or "Rollie Pollie Ollie" cartoon
shows for this one guy for the foreseeable future, that's for
sure.

The answer is not, as many educators and parents will have
you believe, to reduce the homework load; it is to increase it.

Unstructured play-time is over-rated.
A student in junior kindergarten should, in this writers' book,

average two hours per night of homework, while a seven-year-
old should average three hours and eighteen minutes and an
11-year-old should average a daily five and one-half hours.

That brings me to the other reason for this letter; the lack of
physical fitness of the kids.

My son happens to be about 37 inches tall and weighs
roughly 41 pounds.

I was extremely disappointed to find the Lightning McQueen
back-pack he was wearing to school the other day only
weighed in at 53 pounds. The child needs to be toughened up.

As I told my wife, I did not purchase the entire set of
Encyclopedia Britannica last month so that it could gather dust
sitting beside the home computer.

Starting Monday he will be carrying these books, A through
K, with him.

One extra book from the collection will be added to his back-

pack per week.
The Toronto Star newspaper published an article on

Saturday, April 5, about kids being rushed past childhood, and
how one affluent town in New Jersey was trying to deal with it.

The article said, "Some 10-year-olds in Ridgewood are so
busy they carry Palm Pilots to keep track of their appoint-
ments."

I was astounded.
These kids are lucky enough to have Palm Pilots! Where

exactly are my taxes going, I might ask?
The article then goes on to note that Ridgewood has taken

a stand.
"In 2002, Ridgewood pioneered an annual event called

Ready, Set, Relax! The idea is that one day a year this alpha
town takes a breather: teachers assign no homework, extracur-
ricular activities are cancelled, and parents make a point of
coming home early from the office…the aim is to cast off the
tyranny of the timetable."

Hogwash, I say.
Minister, in the name of increased globalization and interna-

tional competitiveness concerns, don't allow a similar activity
here.

Forget thinking about an Ontario Ready, Set, Relax! Day.
I say we have an Ontario Kid's Palm Pilot Day - first 15,000

kids, five years or younger - receive a personal data organizer
of their choice.

To take the corrective action required at Devins Drive Public
School, I also wanted to let you know that I am available for any
admin post that you may see fit.

With appropriate adulation,

Stephen

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Letter to minister

Inside Aurora
By Scott Johnston

Full Circle
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Finally, it's springtime, and the signs are all around us.
Actually, the signs are advertising garage sales, but that's the true

harbinger of spring in Aurora.
People think this season starts with the sighting of the first robin,

or when the public works department finally sweeps up the Sahara's
worth of sand that remains covering our roads after all the winter
snow melts off.

No, it's not really spring in town until every utility pole and super
mailbox is buried under home-made garage sale signs with writing
so small you can't read it, and in a colour that perfectly blends into
the background.

Yellow highlighter on white is my personal favourite.
But what attracts most people to garage sales is not the advertis-

ing, it's the sight of someone else who's gotten there ahead of them.
An Auroran will be driving by on his/her way to the store and think

"hmmm… what's that person picking up from that table...it must be
something really good…maybe I should stop and take a look."

So they pull over.
And this attracts another person, and then someone else, until

eventually the street's so clogged with parked cars, it looks like
everyone in the neighbourhood's having their driveways repaved.

And this is when we get to the part that scientists are still trying

to understand. As people get out of their cars, the rational part of
their brain somehow turns off, and "garage sale mentality" kicks in.

"Just look at it all!" they think, wide-eyed. "How could the home-
owners ever want to part with items of such value?"

They peruse the tables, each holding the promise of treasures
unseen.

And soon, they're fighting other potential buyers for the right to
own something that in hindsight, they would never normally even
consider buying, like autographed copies of 'Machell's Corners', or
betamax tapes of Aurora Council meetings from the 1970s.

And somehow at this point, the "garage sale mentality" steps up
to an even higher level.

People who would think nothing of dropping $10 at a coffee shop
on a specialty latte and pastry, spend 20 minutes haggling over the
cost of something with a price tag of a nickel.

An hour later, with all the wheeling and dealing over, and their
original errand completely forgotten, the exuberant purchaser will
arrive home with 70 cents less in their pockets, and 70 kgs. more in
their hands.

Carefully, they unwrap the cherished and hard-fought purchases
from their protective newspaper cocoons, proudly revealing each
item to their families.

This is when reality hits.
The looks on their loved ones' faces finally snap them out of that

euphoric state, and they see their treasures in the true light of under-
standing.

They're all junk!
And in closer inspection, standing amidst mounds of crumpled

paper, they may even recognize something that they themselves
managed to offload at their last garage sale.

Temporarily, anyway.
Yes, the faithful knickknack has made its way home, returning full

circle like a wildebeest having migrated around the Serengeti.
And like a wildebeest, it has returned in greater numbers.
So the purchaser sheepishly moves all of these items into the

garage, or the basement, or some other dark corner.
And here they will wait.
Next year at this time, they will be dusted off, and the home-made

signs will be made, and the potential purchasers will come, and the
annual garage sale item migration will begin again.

And spring will return to Aurora.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com



BOUQUETS to Aurora’s Theresa Bingham, mother of
two, who completed her first Boston Marathon
Monday, April 21. She trained dilligently all
through this rough winter running on the snowy,

icy streets of Aurora.
BOUQUETS to Tim Hortons for their active participa-

tion in Community Clean-Up Day held last week
as staff got together with other volunteers to
clean-up Aurora.

BRICKBATS to whoever prepared the notice in a
recent Notice Board requesting Expressions
of Interest for the management of the Beer

Garden for various town events with a deadline of
"Friday, April 26". Check the calendar, Friday was the
25th.

BOUQUETS to the Aurora Panthers Novice Girls
hockey team on winning their third tournament
of the year when they captured the 41st annual
Brampton Canadettes Tournament by defeating

the Kitchener Lady Rangers.
BRICKBATS to cash-hungry Toronto council if they

accept the recommendations of Waterfront
Toronto which is considering a sponsorship

program that would see corporate names and logos dec-
orating public spaces. Can you imagine names like Wal-
Mart Park or Burger King's Quay?

BOUQUETS to the National Post for showcasing
Aurora, Newmarket and Richmond Hill in a
recent edition and noting that the municipality
offers a blend of small-town feel near a big city

and a town that encourages growth while respecting
nature.

BRICKBATS to the federal government for appointing
two Toronto citizens to the $112,000 a year
Immigration and Refugee Board. A national

Immigration lobby group has called for their removal as
they may have broken federal conflict of interest guide-
lines.

BRICKBATS to the federal government for its lack of
control over the spending of public dollars
during the period 1994 to 2004 as an employ-

ee of the Department of National Defence defrauded the
department of more than $100 million. He was eventual-
ly caught and sentence to seven years in prison.

BOUQUETS to anyone who can explain how it is that
the host can be charged if a visitor is allowed to
have too much to drink, then drives away and
kills or injures someone, yet if a Judge grants

bail, the person can go out and kill someone and the
Judge faces no repercussions.

BRICKBATS to a system which permits the contro-
versial after hour Comfort Zone in Toronto to
remain open after police and bylaw enforce-

ment officers raided the club, seized more drugs and
nabbed one suspected dealer in the third raid within a
month. The club was hit with 13 bylaw charges including
operating an entertainment establishment without a
licence. Close it down permanently!

BOUQUETS to the more than 200 transportation vol-
unteer drivers for CHATS, who provide about
30,000 rides per year for seniors to get to the
hospital, doctor's appointments, etc., when they

have no other means to get there. It's a tremendous
service.

BRICKBATS to former Prime Minister Paul Martin,
who is still an MP, for his absence from
Parliament and the worst voting record of the

308 MPs. He has not voted once during the current ses-
sion of Parliament. He says he is working hard on other
issues such as poverty in Africa.

BOUQUETS to the Aurora Tigers Minor Peewee AE
Team on winning the York Simcoe
Championship for the second year in a row. The
team lost only two games during the regular

season and played well in all the tournaments they
entered.

BOUQUETS to the 107 members of the Aurora
Master Ducks Swim Team for setting a
Canadian record for having the largest swim-
ming team ever to be assembled in the history of

Masters' Swimming in Canada. They finished second in
the competition for the second year in a row.

BRICKBATS to the Canadian justice system which
permits a pregnant 19-year-old in jail without
being charged so that she can be forced to

testify against her boyfriend, she accused of assaulting
her. And we complain about the justice system in Mexico!

BOUQUETS to former Aurora resident and business-
man Len Rosenberg and Ted McClenny on
receiving their 50-year pins as members of
Aurora's Rising Sun Masonic Lodge.

By DICK ILLINGWORTH

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationali-
ties
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Bouquets &
BRICKBATS

Letters to the Editor

Car + Home =
BIG SAVINGS

Peter Virtanen 
CLU. Agent, Aurora 

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR, STATE FARM IS THERE:
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

PO58005CN State Farm • Home Offices Aurora, Ontario • Statefarm.ca™

6                                      Week of April 29, 2008 

 

MAY 24, 2008

A REGAL CONCERT
AND GALA

thisTri�le CrownEvent inclu�es

GLORIOUS MUSIC FIT FOR A SOVEREIGN
TASTINGS FROM THE QUEEN’S PLATE

THE OPPORTUNITY TO PLACE A FRIENDLY BID

TRINITY
ANGLICAN
CHURCH

79 VICTORIA ST.
AURORA

(905) 727-6101

6:00 PM
GRAND

ENTRANCE

A portion of  your ticket will be tax receiptable.
INCLUDES: CONCERT, WINE, PUNCH, 

HOT & COLD HORS D’OEUVRES AND SWEET TASTINGS
FROM THE QUEEN’S PLATE, ENTERTAINMENT BY

YORK CHAMBER ENSEMBLE

TICKETS $75

ON THE DAY OF THE QUEEN’S BIRTH

THE ROYAL
WAVE

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Volunteering should cause
change in tax system: reader
The fol lowing let -

te r  was  sent  to
Honourable Stephen
H a r p e r , P r i m e
Minister  of  Canada;
Honourable  James
Flaher ty, Minister  of
Finance of  Canada;

Receiver General of
Canada, with a copy
sent to The Auroran.

Dear Sirs:

I would like to sug-
gest the following for

your perusal to make a
substantial change in
our Canadian taxation
system:

"That individual
Canadian taxpayers
be allowed to deduct
volunteer hours from

their Income Tax on
the same basis that
monetary contribu-
tions to registered
charities are author-
ized." 

The same rule of
submitting receipts
would apply with the
registered charities
preparing and legitimiz-
ing their authenticity.
These receipts would
be treated exactly the
same as monetary
donations.

There are several
sound reasons for this
change:

- Volunteer time
should be considered to
have a monetary value
– a $ value can be
placed on manpower if
paid position.

- Registered chari-
ties depend on volun-
teers. A greater number
will be required in
future as population
ages as will the pool of
healthy volunteer
prospects.

- The expectation of
a tax deducted could
attract additional volun-
teers.

- Volunteers can pro-
vide time (wor th
money) but not neces-
sarily cash. Both types

of donation are
required.

- Volunteerism can
be rewarded with a tax
deduction.

- The loss of govern-
ment revenue would be
more than offset by the
additional quality or
maintenance of servic-
es provided by non-
profit organizations
therefore not requiring
government subsidies.

In Ontario, high
school students must
provide a certain num-
ber of hours to a regis-
tered charity in order to
graduate.

This precedent clear-
ly indicates the impor-
tance of volunteerism
and this act should be
given the equal status
as a monetary dona-
tion.

I am pleased to sub-
mit the aforementioned
on behalf of all the tire-
less volunteers in
Canada and would be
happy to speak with
"the powers that be" to
put this concept into the
proper context and
assist in any way to
expedite the process.

Bonnie Tiffin
Oak Ridges

Aurora’s level crossings
need to go, reader says
To the editor,

This past Saturday and
Sunday gave Aurorans a
good taste of the future of
commuter rail in our town
as GO trains frequently
travelled back and forth
on the Barrie line.

The rail traffic was due
to the training of the new
" c u s t o m e r - f o c u s e d "
Bombardier crews who
will be taking over from
the Canadian National
crews.

While the emphasis on
better customer service is
laudable, I must point out
that the Town of Aurora
does not have the proper
infrastructure to accom-
modate the amount of rail
traffic that is coming very

soon.
According to GO’s

April 17 press release,
"Residents of the commu-
nities in GO’s service
area, who may not be
used to seeing GO Trains
running during the week-
end, should expect to see
them starting this
Saturday.

“Eventually, they will
also see out-of-service
GO Trains on the tracks
on weekdays during mid-
day and in the evening,
outside regular sched-
ules".

Added to this, GO
Transit will soon add
passing track to the Barrie
line to better accommo-
date the increase in
north-south rail traffic.

Aurora is literally cut in
half by the Barrie line with
three major level cross-
ings at St. John's
Sideroad, Wellington
Street and Engelhard
Drive.

That's a problem.
In particular, traffic on

Wellington Street -
Aurora's main east-west
thoroughfare - often gets
backed up to beyond
Yonge Street on one side
and beyond Industrial
Parkway on the other
when trains are passing
through.

It is my view that the
town should be working
with the region and the
province to eliminate
these level crossings as
soon as possible.

Aurora is growing.
There is going to be

more east-west vehicle
traffic.

There is also going to
be more north-south rail
traffic.

For residents living in
21st century, Aurora level
crossings should become
a quaint thing of the past.

Peter Drost
Aurora

Bullying tactics
evident during
council meeting
To the editor,

If anyone had any
doubts as to the bullying
tactics employed by the
mayor and her cronies,
you need only watch
last week's council
meeting.

If you have any
knowledge of body lan-
guage, watch carefully
and you will see how
the mayor manipulates
people around the table.

And as far as staff
goes, her disgust and
total lack of respect is
clearly evident by
watching her reaction to
their opinions which
may be contrary to hers.

And that's with the
cameras rolling.

Dick Illingworth has
been telling us about
the lack of respect
shown to staff now for
weeks, maybe months.

I'd hate to think what
goes on behind closed

doors.
The mayor is con-

stantly leaning to her
left for direction from
her colleague.

At this point, it 's
unclear as to who is
actually the mayor.

We would all be bet-
ter off if the mayor was
more concerned about
what's good for the
Town rather than impos-
ing her paranoid style of
management to further
her own agenda.

Bullying tactics won't
work.

The voters in this
Town are smarter than
that.

We look to our mayor
for leadership on issues
that are important to the
quality of life in our
community.

We already know
how to dry our clothes.

S. Lee
Aurora



Letters to the Editor

When referring to Drug-Free, I’m not speaking
of street drugs but rather, over-the-counter and
prescription medications. We live in a chemical
world, and we teach our children to do the same.

Consider this; as a baby, your teeth hurt, or
you had fever or colic, and the people who love
you the most gave you a drug to ease your suffer-
ing. In grade school, you fell and the people who
love you gave you a drug to end your pain. In high
school, you broke up with your girl/boyfriend and
it was painful. The people who love you the most
gave you a drug to ease your agony. In college,
you didn’t get the grades you wanted and the peo-
ple who love you gave you a drug to help. And
then there are the colds, flu’s, etc. And again the
people who love you gave you a vaccine or drug to
protect you. Scary isn’t it? Unfortunately, the pub-

lic has been indoctrinated that this is the way it
should be - that medications make it “all OK,” that
drugs are good for you. There’s something wrong
with that concept! As a matter of fact, latest
research indicates that properly prescribed med-
ications are the fourth leading cause of death.
Not OK!

Recently, however, there has been a new par-
adigm, or shift, in people’s thinking emerging.
Most people now are no longer happy taking
drugs and are beginning to question their doctor.
This is a good thing! The buzzwords heard now
are WELLNESS and VITALISM. Parents are
beginning to realize that the health of their chil-
dren comes only from a normally functioning body
and not from a prescription pad. Most drugs do
not correct a problem but simply change your
body chemistry and cover-up your symptoms.

Have you noticed that drug companies are adver-
tising prescription drugs in popular magazines
and suggesting that you ask your doctor to pre-
scribe them to you?  Drugs are a billion dollar
industry that is losing profits because you are no
longer satisfied with this approach to your health
and the health of your children. This is a good
thing!

Doctors of Chiropractic have been teaching
patients that only a well functioning body heals. In
order to have a well functioning body, the nervous
system that controls it also has to function nor-
mally. Chiropractors deal with interference to this
normal function. We call this interference a
Vertebral Subluxation. It can have serious health
consequences. It is for this reason that I feel it is
imperative for children to be checked for vertebral

subluxations.
If you would like additional information on how

to raise a healthy drug-free child, you are 
welcome to attend one of our clinic presentations
on this subject or call me, I’d be happy to help!

If you have any questions or 
would like additional information please feel
very welcome to contact me at 
(905) 841-0400 or healinghandsaurora.com.

Dr. Craig Dingman

RAISING HEALTHY 
DRUG-FREE KIDS

Sometimes the truth hurts, this group says
To the editor,

The Ontario Clean
Air Alliance (OCAA) has
been strongly opposing

a proposal to build a
large and inefficient
new power plant in
Nor thern York Region
(NYR). Sometimes the

truth - that this pro-
posed plant is too big,
too costly and too pol-
luting - hurts, judging
by the reaction of the
Association of Power
Producers of Ontario
(APPrO).

APPrO recently sent
a letter to the Mayor of
Aurora, which was for-
warded to the OCAA
with further comments
by Jan Carr, the CEO of
the Ontario Power

Authority.
Both letters support

the need for a large
new power plant in
NYR, and claim to “cor-
rect” OCAA informa-
tion.

Unfor tunately -
especially in the case
of the letter from Mr.
Carr, representing
Ontario’s lead energy
planning agency -- both
letters are in need of
substantial correction

themselves.
They rely on outdat-

ed and unreliable infor-
mation about electricity
demand growth in NYR;
make claims about the
transmission system in
the area that fail to pro-
vide the full picture;
and misinterpret the
conclusions reached by
the Nor thern York
Region Working Group,
among other errors.

But you can judge for

yourself – we have
posted the APPrO and
OPA letters as well as
the OCAA’s response
on our website at
www.cleanairalliance.or
g/nyr. Read the letters
and ask yourself this:
Who is really working to
bring Ontario’s electric-
ity system into the 21st
century in a way that
truly addresses the cli-
mate and air quality
impact of electr icity

generation?
Who is really sup-

por ting the develop-
ment of a conservation
culture in Ontario?  And
who is just interested in
maintaining the status
quo?

Jessica Fracassi
Communications &
Membership Director
Ontario Clean Air
Alliance
Toronto 

Coffee outlet
won’t get support 
from neighbours

Open letter to Second
Cup:

I'm writing to you on
behalf of many residents in
Aurora.

We were shocked and
sickened to learn that a deal
with Second Cup and the
owners of the Aurora Centre
on Bayview Avenue (just
north of Wellington) forced
the closing of an existing cof-
fee shop, Zavidas Coffee.

For more than 10 years,
Zavidas was a part of this
community and we were
proud to support an inde-
pendent business - remem-
ber the days when you were
an independent, small busi-
ness?

Many of us are so dis-
turbed by what you have
done that we will not go to
the new Second Cup in sym-
pathy for those who lost their

jobs and because of the way
the deal forced the shop to
close by underhandedly tak-
ing their lease from them.

If you had found your own
space next door it wouldn't
have been nearly as bad as
the backroom shenanigans
that ended in good people
being blindsided by your
actions.

Even though the landlord
is greatly at fault, you, as a
corporate citizen, should be
ashamed of yourself.

Luckily there is a
Starbucks going in up the
street.

At least they are building
their own location...not act-
ing like a bully.

Shame on you...and your
new landlord.

Mary MacDonald Rival
(and dozens of others)
Aurora 
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Marsh explains her reasons 
for resigning council post
To the editor,

I have decided to
resign from my position
as councillor for the
Town of Aurora and for
that I am profoundly
sorry.

Initially, I thought the
right thing to do was not
to say anything about
why, but on reflection, I
now realize the taxpay-
ers have an absolute
right to an explanation.

When I ran for
Council, it was never my

intention or expectation
that I would not fulfill my
commitment and I cer-
tainly did not expect the
role of councillor to be
easy.

I did, however, fully
expect a schedule that
would be manageable;
meeting lengths that
were reasonable (only
occasionally excessive).

I also expected an
atmosphere of respect
for others and their opin-
ions, a working atmos-
phere similar to most

business environments
where discussion can
and does take place
without anger, threats
and insults.

I expected a common
goal to handle the busi-
ness of the day with a
lesser regard for person-
al opinions and personal
agendas. I expected a
group of nine that could
and would work as a
team, without obvious
splits.

I expected to set poli-
cy and give direction that

staff would be left to
implement and manage.

I expected the taxpay-
ers’ finances to be spent
wisely and prudently and
I expected the profes-
sional advice of senior
staff to be independent
and given the appropri-
ate amount of weight
and consideration.

To various degrees,
these are not the reali-
ties of the current Town
of Aurora Council, and
whether it is a case of
my expectations not

being reasonable, or
whether there truly is a
unique atmosphere this
term, either way, I per-
sonally felt it was a situ-
ation that I could no
longer tolerate.

Once again, I offer my
humble apologies to the
taxpayers of the Town of
Aurora and my sincere
thanks to those who
have supported me and
continue to do so.

Grace Marsh
Aurora

Georgina had no rep at meetings
To the editor,

Response to -
"Electrical plant will
spread pollution
through the air", a
Letter to the Editor in
the Georgina
Advocate, April 24,
and story “Georgina
says no to gas-fired
option,” April 17.

The Ontario Power
"Authority” (OPA) con-
ducted the 2005
Northern York Region
Working Group meet-
ings and municipalities

from across the region
had both citizen and
municipal representa-
tives at the table.

Why Georgina was
not represented is a bit
of a mystery but I am
sure they would have
been welcome given
that six other municipal-
ities were actively par-
ticipating in this
exhaustive consultation
process.

York-North MPP Julia
Munro was right to try
and engage Georgina in
this process and why
they chose to stay silent

is a question only your
elected officials can
answer.

This issue was in the
news extensively for
over 18 months in 2004
and 2005 and these
issues have always
impacted the entire
Region, but I presume
that most people have
little concern unless
they are perceived to be
directly and imminently
impacted.

The need for a
diverse supply of power
that also addressed
future growth needs has

already been clearly
established by the
IESO, OEB, OPA and
local power distribution
companies over the
past few years and a
solution will be imposed
on us if we can not
decide for ourselves
how to best meet this
need.

Conservation and
Demand Management
(CDM) are noble goals
that should be pursued
aggressively, as was
stated by the OPA's
2005 recommendations
as well as in their IPSP

master plan for Ontario,
however CDM has
absolutely no bearing
on the need for supply
diversity and redundan-
cy.

The Clean Air
Alliance’s proposal for a
30MW CHP plant does
not address the need
for supply diversity and
furthermore, upon clos-
er scrutiny, their stance
on emissions is not con-
sistent with their past
support of much larger
facilities, that run longer
and are located closer
to much larger popula-

tions.
My greatest fear is

that concerned resi-
dents and councils may
rush to judgment with-
out hearing all sides of
the issue which is pre-
cisely why I created a
website called Aurora
Power Update.com
(www.aurorapowerup-
date.com).

It is my view that
good output requires
good input and I’ve
done my best to inform
the public over the past
four years.

I totally support and

have advocated strong-
ly for public input into
this planning and
assessment process
but I have always
assumed that input
needs to be based on
the best possible infor-
mation.

I strongly support the
OPA’s proposal provid-
ed the power plant is
properly located,
designed and operated
to address common and
reasonable concerns.

Richard Johnson 
Aurora

We will be holding an information 
session on natural ways of managing
ADD/ADHD on Wednesday, June 11, at 
7 p.m. at Timberlane Athletic Club. Call to
reserve your space.
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Aurora Residents and Businesses are invited to attend a 

Public Forum 
about the 

proposed power Generation Facility 
in Northern York Region

Where:

Aurora Town Hall
Council Chambers

1 Municipal Drive, Aurora, ON

For further information about this proposed facility please visit www.powerauthority.on.ca. 
For more information on the April 30th meeting, please contact the 

Town of Aurora’s CAO’s office at 905-727-3123 ext. 4740.

What: 
The Town of Aurora Council recognized the need for Aurora’s community 

to be fully informed and will be holding a panel discussion about the proposed 
power generation facility, with a facilitated discussion between industry 

experts and stakeholders followed by a question period from the audience.  

Who: 

Aurora’s Residents and Businesses

When: 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.

Proposed facility not viable, reader says
To the editor,

RE: Proposed Power
Generation Facility in
Northern York Region.

Referring to The
Auroran, week of April
15, Ontario Power
Authority (OPA) pro-
posed a plan to install a
350 MW simple cycle
gas turbine electricity
generating plant in
Northern York Region,
and its costs will be
recovered through
charges on customers’
electricity bill.

Referring to further
information retrieved
from OPA’s website, the
gas fired electricity gen-
erating option has been
a presence of communi-
ty rather than a new
transmission line that
would provide the same
relief.

At the end of the
process, OPA will select
only one facility to pro-
ceed with construction
and operation.

I have assessed the
subject facility based on
the aforementioned
information and common
engineering practice.

My conclusion is that
the proposed facility is
not a viable solution to
meet the best interests
of all Ontario’s electricity
consumers.

The following summa-
rizes my assessment
why a simple cycle gas-
fired electricity power
generation is not a
viable option.

1. Why is a simple
cycle gas turbine elec-
tric generating facility
not a viable solution? 

There are two types
of gas turbine electricity
generating facilities in
terms of thermodynam-
ics.

One is a simple cycle
unit and the other is a
combined cycle unit.

The thermal efficien-
cy of a simple cycle unit
is at most 35 per cent,
whilst that of a combined
cycle unit is higher than

55 per cent.
A combined cycle

electricity generating
facility is a combination
of simple cycle gas tur-
bine unit(s) and a con-
ventional condensing
steam turbine unit utiliz-
ing heat recovery steam
generators to recover
the heat from the
exhaust of gas turbine
before discharging to the
atmosphere.

Therefore, thermal
efficiency of a combined
cycle unit is much higher
than that of a simple
cycle unit.

The difference in
thermal efficiency
between the two types of
gas turbine electricity
generating facilities is in
the area of 20 per cent.

Therefore, a simple
cycle gas turbine elec-
tricity generating facility
is not a viable solution,
and therefore, it would
not meet the best inter-
ests of Ontario electrici-
ty consumers.

2. Why was a simple

cycle gas turbine elec-
tric generating facility
knowingly proposed? 

In general, the elec-
tricity generating facility
fueled by gas is for the
purpose to meet peak
electricity demands.

Common engineering
practice for provision of
a peaking electricity
generating facility is to
select the efficiency of
facility as high as possi-
ble in order to minimize
the payback period of
investment by reducing
production cost.

Therefore, a com-
bined cycle unit is a far
better selection in lieu of
a simple cycle unit.

However, a combined
cycle unit requires a lot
of cooling water for its
condensing turbine, and
there is almost no suit-
able site available in
Northern York Region for
installation of a 350 MW
capacity combined cycle
electric generating plant.

OPA must have pro-
posed a simple cycle

gas turbine electric gen-
erating facility knowingly
in order to meet the pref-
erence of the communi-
ty.

Therefore, in my opin-
ion, OPA must seek pub-
lic consensus in the
decision making process
in order to clarify the
questionable engineer-
ing decision.

In fact, if a gas fuelled
power power generating
facility were to be con-
sidered, the optimum
solution for provision of
a peaking gas turbine
power generating facility
to meet OPA’s mandate
should be of a high effi-
ciency combined cycle
unit installed at one of
Ontario Power
Generation’s generating
stations along the shore
of Lake Ontario.

With a difference in
thermal efficiency of 20
per cent, the losses in
the transmission line to
Northern York Region
can be well offset by far
by a higher efficient

combined cycle peaking
unit.

3. Requirements of
city water.

The Town of Aurora
was listed as one of the
sites running to install
the subject facility.

OPA stated that “very
little or no water will be
used”.

However, without
question, city water or
other sources of cooling
water is required to cool
down the auxiliary
equipment.

The Town of Aurora
disallowed residents to
use city water for lawn
care of their properties
during the summer
months in the last cou-
ple of years.

Readers must be
aware of the fact the
facility will be a system
resource, and its costs
will be charged on cus-
tomers’ electricity bills to
all Ontario electricity
consumers.

Furthermore, as men-
tioned, at the end of the

process OPA will select
only one facility between
the gas-fired simple
cycle option and the
transmission line option
to proceed with con-
struction and operation.

Therefore, OPA’s
advertisement in the
media appears to be the
last call for all Ontario
electricity consumers in
order to obtain public
consensus prior to pro-
ceeding with construc-
tion and operation.

As one of the electric-
ity consumers in
Northern York Region, I
strongly feel that it is
unfair and also unethical
to all Ontario electricity
consumers for they will
have to pay unneces-
sary higher electricity
costs resulting from this
gas-fired simple cycle
power generating option.

In my terminology,
this option is an engi-
neering joke!

S.L. Chen 
Aurora

Group left souvenir in neighbourhood
To the editor,

This past Friday night a
group of "kids" decided to
have a party outside my
house.

According to my next door
neighbours, it woke up their
young daughters.

This group of noisy "kids"
left us a souvenir of their

visit...a large penis painted
black on the sidewalk in front
of my house.

We tried to remove it, but it
has gone into the concrete.

Apparently the wooded
fence over the golf course on
Murray has also been defaced
with the same artwork.

Would the Aurora Works
Department like to come over

and get rid of this eyesore?
My other neighbour raked

their lawn and put it into the
paper bags for pick up this
Monday.

They got home from a
wedding at 2.30 a.m.The bag
was still sitting upright.

But by 8 a.m. it had been
kicked over spilling its wares.

Why are "kids" out at 

past 2.30 a.m.
Where are their parents?

At home in their bed, where
their "kids" should also be!! It
seems that some parents do
not give a damn where their
kids are and what they are 
up to.

Ian Allison
Aurora

The Aurora Canada Day Parade 
will take place in 

on July 1st at 10 a.m. 

9 weeks left to get your float or costume ready!

For more information please email us at 
the address below and one of our volunteers will 

be happy to help. 

auroraparade@live.com
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Mother’s Day Buffet

 
Two Great Times–One Great BuffetTwo Great Times–One Great Buffet
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. - 8 p.m. 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Breakfast items will be available at the Breakfast items will be available at the 
11 a.m. -2 p.m. Buffet 11 a.m. -2 p.m. Buffet 

 
Two Great Times–One Great Buffet
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Breakfast items will be available at the 
11 a.m. -2 p.m. Buffet 

A gift for Every MOM!

Carved Prime Rib of Beef Au Jus, Stuffed Sole, 
Chicken in a White Wine Mushroom Sauce, 
Medley of Vegetables and Potato of the Day, 
Extensive Salad Table and Decadent Deluxe

Dessert Table. 
Coffee, Tea and Juice for the kids. 

Adults - $29.95 ea. Seniors - $23.95 ea. 
Children 5 - 12 - $18.95 ea. 

Children 4 and Under With Our Compliments 

Featuring...

Prices Shown Are Before Tax

In the Terrace Cafe at In the Terrace Cafe at 
Howard Johnson Hotel, Aurora Howard Johnson Hotel, Aurora 

Sunday May 11, 2008Sunday May 11, 2008 

In the Terrace Café at 
Howard Johnson Hotel, Aurora 

Sunday May 11, 2008 

Please call 905-727-1312 
for more information or to make reservations. 

www.hojoaurora.com

Fine Art Photography 
Exhibit & Sale

Sunrise of Aurora invites you to experience 
the work of some of Canada’s most celebrated 
photographers. Fine art photography will be on
display and offered for sale. 

While you’re here take a tour, meet our team, 
and find out what we do to make our community 
a place seniors are proud to call home. 

Enter to win an Andy Brooks print!

Sunrise of Aurora 905-841-0022 3 Golf Links Drive, Aurora, ON Assisted Living, Memory Care
www.sunriseseniorliving.ca

A N  U N S U R PA S S E D  A LT E R N AT I V E  F O R  S E N I O R S

E V E N T  D E TA I L S

Fine Art Photography 
Exhibit & Sale

Saturday, May 3 & Sunday, May 4, 2008

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

For more information, 
please call 

Julie or Jade at 905-841-0222.

89 Wellington St. E.,
905-726-3451

Budget passed...finally
After almost seven

months and innumer-

able special committee

meetings discussing

Aurora’s 2008 operat-

ing and capital budget,

it was assumed the

final passage would be

a routine affair. Not so.

Bottom line: your

taxes will increase 5.4

per cent.

More than three

hours were spent

Tuesday night debating

various parts of the

budget with recorded

votes, points of order,

nit-picking, and person-

al remarks before the

final vote, which was

adopted 8-1 vote with

Councillor Evelyn Buck

opposed. 

In a power point

presentation, Treasurer

John Gutteridge noted

the proposed budget

included operating

expenditures of $39

million with net operat-

ing expenditures of

$21.9 mil l ion to be

levied as taxes.

The 2008 gross cap-

ital budget has capital

expenditures of $14.1

million consisting of 48

projects with net

expenditures of $2.7

million to be added to

the levy.

With assessment

growth of 2.7 per cent

there will be a tax levy

increase of 4.4 per cent

for operations plus one

per cent to assist mak-

ing up the shortfall in

capital funding for a

total increase of 5.4 per

cent or $59.21 for town

purposes on the aver-

age assessed house.

With regional and

educational taxes

included the increase

for the average home is

$117.47.

From the Aurora tax

dollar, 24 cents is for

protection to persons

and property, 19 cents

for Leisure Services,

12 cents for transporta-

tion, 11 cents for

Library, 11 cents for

administration, 11

cents for capital, six

cents environmental,

three cents for planning

and development and

three cents for council.

The increase in the

operating budget

includes $1.5 mil l ion

for salaries and wages,

$180,00 for winter

maintenance and

$25,000 for a Senior

Grant Program.

A look to the future

indicates a tax increase

of 7.7 per cent next

year, 5.3 per cent in

2010 and 5.3 per cent

in 2011.

The Treasurer

reported that the

municipality was in a

good financial position.

In response to a

question from

Councillor Buck about

funds for hearings of

the Ontario Municipal

Board, especially the

Westhil l  appeal,

staffers replied

$125,000 had been

included in the legal

budget and there was

$413,000 in the Legal

Services Reserve.

Council lor Evelina

MacEachern moved the

budget as presented,

with Councilor Buck

stating that she could-

n't support the budget

as she had no confi-

dence in it, claiming it

was a political or an

"Evelina MacEachern"

budget which immedi-

ately brought an objec-

tion from Council lor

MacEachern.

Mayor Phyllis Morris

ruled councillors refrain

from making personal

remarks.

Buck maintained the

community was not

being well served by

the budget as members

of council had disre-

garded staff's advice.

Other council lors

expressed confidence

in the budget and it was

adopted with the dele-

tion of the one per cent

capital levy.

Aurora council had

previously set two

budget deadlines and

neither had been met:

one in December and

the other early in the

new year.

Due to the 2006

municipal election,

council didn't get start-

ed on the 2007 budget

until they had assumed

office and with five new

councillors there was a

learning curve and the

budget was approved

in April with a four per

cent increase.

In order to get an

earl ier start for this

budget, in July 2007

council set an aggres-

sive schedule.

It didn't work out.

The budget debate is

finally over.

Thousands
expected at
13th annual 
street festival

Riddle me this,
Aurora!

What has more
than 60,000 legs,

Eats everything
from hot dogs and
hamburgers

To the world’s most
delicious Schnitzel
on a Bun?

Sees more than 400
vendors- selling from
more than 550
booths?

If you guessed the
more than 30,000 peo-
ple expected to walk
the Aurora Chamber of
Commerce 13th Annual
“World’s Longest Street
Festival on the World’s
Longest Street”, then
you’ve been there
before!

This year will prove
to be another exciting
festival, as residents
and visitors to Aurora
gather on Yonge Street
Sunday, June 1.

The festival runs
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The theme this year
is ‘Walk to the Beat, on
the World’s Longest
Street”.

The toe tapping
sounds of Patty
McLaughlin and her

band will delight those
wandering by, followed
by the upbeat, and
heart soaring music of
George St. Kitts.

The Classic Car
show will once again
be situated on Yonge
near Murray Drive, the
southernmost par t of
the festival.

YTV WOW showcase
will enter tain the kids
in the parking lot of
Graystone Restaurant.

Law Insurance, prac-
tically across the street
from the Graystones,
wil l  host a children’s
play area complete
with petting zoo, and
many activit ies al l
geared to small chil-
dren.

Bell  Canada wil l
sponsor the rock climb-
ing wall for those brave
enough to see the festi-
val from the very top.

Originally star ted in
1996 as a one-t ime
occurrence to help cel-
ebrate the 200th bir th-
day of Yonge Street,
the street sale (as it
was known then) was
such a success, i t
became an annual
event.



The Facts About
Needed Electricity
Generation
What You Might Want To Know About
The Proposed Power Generation Facility
in Northern York Region

Important decisions are being made about how to meet the continually increasing electricity demands
of Northern York Region, including the communities of Aurora, Newmarket, East Gwillimbury,
Bradford, West Gwillimbury, King Township, Whitchurch Stouffville and Georgina. The Ontario
Power Authority (OPA) would like you to know the facts about these decisions.

As part of Ontario’s plan for ensuring the adequacy of the provincial electricity system, OPA has
developed a plan to address the urgent electricity needs of Northern York Region. The plan balances
a range of considerations including the needs that must be met and their costs.

This important step is part of a

long-term solution to meeting the

Region’s electricity needs that began

with community consultations in

2005. This solution includes a

combination of conservation,

completed upgrades to the existing

Armitage Transformer Station, a

new transformer station at Holland

Junction currently under construction,

and the proposed rapid response

electricity generation source. This

gas-fired facility is scheduled to be

operational by the end of 2011.

The communities of Northern York Region
are in critical need of electricity at times of
peak demand

The Region is a priority area that requires special attention
to assure ongoing reliability and security of electricity supply. The
communities’ most urgent need is the supply of power during high-
cost, high-demand periods – especially hot windless summer days.
The plant is expected to operate less than 10% of the time or eight to
nine hundred hours a year.

The OPA is in the process of choosing a developer to design, own, and
operate a rapid response power generation facility in the area. Our
Request for Qualifications closed on March 28th. Currently, we are
reviewing the numerous submissions to determine a short-list of
qualified proponents. We expect to publish this short-list by the end
of April.

It’s A Matter Of Reliability
Ontario’s power system has to respond immediately
Moment-to-moment, the electrical supply needs for Ontario, including Northern York Region, are managed by the Independent Electricity
System Operator (IESO). Their rules of operation require that Ontario’s electricity supply is robust enough to meet the province’s needs –
even if there is a major system outage. Ontario’s power system has to have capacity at the ready – not just enough to meet demand needs
today. The technical word is redundancy – but what that really means is reliability - a province-wide electricity system that can be relied
upon to be there when it’s needed and be ready to ramp up whenever it’s required.

It's About Peace of Mind
There is only one transmission line serving Northern York Region. It’s a 230 kV line that runs northeast through Vaughan, King, East Gwillimbury,
and Georgina. Currently, there is no significant power generation from within the region itself so that almost all of the electricity needs for
every home, business, and indeed every user, such as hospitals and schools - has to be served by this single transmission line. An outage on
this line may cause disruption until it is repaired, meaning perhaps hours or even days until power is restored.

Through extensive public input in 2005, the community determined that adding another transmission line was not the preferred option.
Therefore, it is critical that the community has on-demand, reliable power generation from within the region itself. It’s a matter of public
well being that street lighting, stop lights and signals, hospitals and schools, and homes are reliably powered. Only when alternative supply
is readily available, can the community be secure in the knowledge that their electricity is always available.

For Further Information go to:
http://www.powerauthority.on.ca/Page.asp?PageID=1224&SiteNodeID=383&BL_ExpandID www.powerauthority.on.ca
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INNISFIL
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500 Kv Circuit

230 Kv Circuit
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Acceptable Transmission
Connection for Generation

Existing Transmission Corridor

A single 230 kV transmission line serves all of Northern York Region. Further west, a 500 kV line runs north south but cannot serve this area.
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Aurora’s Best Kept

Secret.
Westview Golf Club, Semi-Private in a secluded 27 hole setting, three nines that will challenge your game.
We’re just around the corner on Vandorf east of Leslie . Now open...Welcome home to Westview.

Call for tee times 905-727-0446 www.westviewgolf.ca

WESTVIEW
Golf Club

Aurora

Private Stroke-Improvement classes
with Yvonne Cattrall 

* Current Master’s WORLD RECORD HOLDER*

SWIMMING LESSONS & COACHING

All levels for Adults, Teens, Children, Triathletes, 
Competitive, Recreational. 

905-841-3450
swimgym@sympatico.ca

Discount

RATES
without discount

SERVICE.
It’s no accident more
people trust State Farm
to insure their cars. 
Call today.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 
Canadian Head Office: Aurora, Ontario

PO50068CN  02/05

Allan Cruickshank CFP FLMI, Agent
300 Wellington St E
Aurora, ON L4G 1J5
Bus: 905-727-2749

www.allancruickshank.com

 

  

“The Cue Zone”

CORY MANAHAN

Flat rates for larger reservations 

Monday - 9 Ball Tournament 
Friday - Live Band 

BILLIARD & SPORTS BAR

“Break away from the everyday” 

• 2 Dart Boards 
• Chess Boards 
• Big Screen TV

126 Wellington St. West, Aurora • 905-713-2602

Watch for upcoming “Comedy” events 
cuezone@gmail.com

SAT. MAY 3

If you’re looking for a very casual, low-key men’s soccer league,
we’re looking for 8 more players ranging in age from mid 20’s to
mid 50’s. Games are in Aurora at Highland Field at 7 pm every
Friday from late May to late September. This is pure "pickup"
soccer, with no referees - everyone brings a dark and a light shirt
and we change teams every week. $100 registration fee.

For info or to register, please contact Scott Sillcox:
Home ph: (905) 727-5685 Cell ph: (416) 315-4736

email: ssillcox@ca.inter.net

Men’s Soccer

8                                      Week of April 29, 2008 

 

The Aurora Panthers
Novice Girls went into last
weekend's Provincial
Tournament with one thing
on their minds, bringing
home the Gold.

They did just that win-
ning six games in a row to
capture the Ontario
Championship to cap off an
incredible season.

The Panthers started
the Provincials by defeating
Kitchener 4-1.

The defense led by Julia
Giannitsopoulos, Calista
Liotta, Kailey Persons and
Lauren Ianni shut down
Kitchener's high powered
offence.

Jasmine Grant and
Emerson Elliott chipped in
two goals apiece in a game
that was controlled by the
Panthers.

The Panthers then went
on to defeat an improved
Kingston team 2-1.

The girls came out a bit
sluggish but managed to
hang on as Grant netted
both goals and goalie
Natalie Thompson made
many great saves.

The next day, Aurora
needed a win or a tie to
advance to the quarterfi-
nals in their final game of
the round robin.

The team came through
winning a defensive battle
over the Whitby Wolves 1-
0.

This matched the

Panthers against the
Guelph Thunder in the
quarter finals.

Aurora dominated the
game with relentless
forechecking by their for-
wards. Hannah Daniels,
Leah Capodagli, Ali Iwai,
Rose Falzone, Florence
Awde and Nicole Stolys
pinned an over-matched
Guelph team in their own
zone for most of the game.

Stolys, Daniels and
Grant scored singles in the
3-0 win.

The Panthers faced the
Gloucester Stars in the
semi-finals and once again
the theme for the game
was relentless forecheck-
ing as the Stars were no
match for the Panthers.

Nicole Shaw dominated
the game physically while
chipping in two highlight
goals as the Panthers
rolled to a 4-0 victory.

Natalie Thompson
recorded her third consec-
utive shutout.

The finals for the
Ontario Championships
saw Aurora face their
league rival, the Clarington
Flames.

The Panthers had best-
ed their rivals with a 2-1-1
record through the regular
season and knew the
game would be a tight
checking affair.

The final was all about
endurance as the teams

Panthers win Ontario title

were playing their sixth
game in three days.

Grant once again led
the way scoring the only
goal of the contest mid-
way through the first period
on a breakaway.

Goalie Natalie
Thompson and her team-
mates shut down the
Flames the rest of the way
to secure the title.

This capped off a
dream season for the
Panthers as they won the
Regular Season LLFHL
title, three tournaments
and the Provincial
Championship compiling a

39-5-9 record.
Head coach John

Giannitsopoulos was
thrilled by the win.

"The players got better
and better with every game
in the tournament,” he said.
“From the drop of the puck
in the first game to the end
of the Championship
game, the girls played with
confidence, determination,
and whole lot of grit to win
the title."

The team has 10 gradu-
ating players and four that
will remain at the Novice
level for the upcoming
year.
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SHOES
Est. 1970

(905) 727-939114800 Yonge Street, Aurora Shopping Centre

WHERE GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT!

Our 38th

year in
Aurora

TOP 3 REASONS TO SHOP AT OMARS
#3 - Great Service #2 - Great Selection 

#1 - WE STILL MEASURE FEET!
DON’T FORGET - EARN FREE SHOES

JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

SATURDAY MAY 3, 2008
The ROCKPORT Sales Rep will be available 

at OMARS to answer questions.
Plus... receive a FREE GIFT with every purchase of 

regular priced ROCKPORT shoes.*
* Saturday May 3rd only, while supplies last.

COURSE STARTS 
MAY 3 

2 WEEKENDS
905-726-4132

www.youngdrivers.com

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome

on your heating costs with the 
Carrier Infinity 96 furnace

SAVE up to 40% 

If you have over $200,000 in invested assets you cannot afford 
to miss this free education session!

You will learn: 

• How you have the potential to enjoy $50,000 annual income with less than $3,000 in taxes 

YOU MAY BE MAKING MONUMENTAL 
MISTAKES WHICH COULD COST YOU YOUR 

RETIREMENT!
EVERY MISTAKE CAN TAKE YOU YEARS TO FIX. 

• How to avoid a disastrous retirement 
• How to reduce estate taxes 
• How to increase your total net worth without additional savings 
• How to maximize the use of your financial resources to retire successfully 
• How to reduce taxes and protect your retirement 
• The three golden rules of investing 
• How to make taxes work for you!

Your Attendance at this FREE workshop is a MUST!

May 7, 2008 7:15 p.m. - 8:45 p.m. 
Kings Riding Country Club 

14700 Bathurst St., 
King City, ON 

The event will be presented by Loay Ragheb VP of Monarch’s Wealth Management Division. 

(Main Intersection: Wellington and Bathurst)

RSVP by phone at 1.888.847.6007 before May 2, 2008. Seating is Limited. 

A chance to WIN dinner for two at Oakland Hall 
This free event is being brought to you by Monarch Wealth Corporation. 

Monarch Wealth Corporation and its associated companies Monarch Wealth Assurance Agencies and Monarch Wealth 
Deposit Group Inc. specialize in Tax Planning, Retirement Planning, Estate Planning and Investment Planning. 

Another drive-thru
coming to Aurora?

A public planning
meeting was held last
week to consider an
application from Imperial
Oil for an amendment to
the zoning bylaw to per-
mit a drive-thru/take-out
restaurant as an addition-
al permitted use to the
existing zoning category.

In 2006, the property
located at the northwest
corner of Leslie Street
and Wellington Street
East, was developed for
an Esso gas station con-
sisting of a convenience
store, gas pump islands
and a car wash.

Staff members
advised to facilitate the
proposed drive-thru
restaurant within the con-
venience store and asso-
ciated stacking lane, the
site plan had been modi-
fied from the original
approved plan and the
revised site plan is now
under review.

Staffers also noted
that the proposal is being
considered relative to the
drive-thru study currently
being conducted, with a
report scheduled to be
presented to council in
the near future.

The Imperial Oil pro-
posal conforms to the
proposed drive-thru crite-

ria developed to date with
a 30-metre distance sep-
aration and screening
and sound attenuation.

It was also pointed out
that the Accessibility
Advisory Committee had
recommended the site
plan agreement requires
Imperial to provide full
gas service for a mini-
mum of six hours per day.

All town departments
and regional officials
have reviewed the pro-
posal and had no com-
ments.

Staff members sug-
gested if council deter-
mines there is merit in the
proposal,  the application
be approved in principle
subject to the resolution
of outstanding issues and
staff be directed to pre-
pare the implementing
bylaw.

Representing Imperial
Oil, Don Dussault said he
agreed with the report
and the proposal was
submitted due to the
many customers using
the station and the con-
venience store.

In a video presentation
he noted the various
improvements to be made
to the site with the addi-
tion of trees, shrubs and
a stone wall with "Aurora"

Hillary House got its annual clean-up last week
with help from part time employee Allison
Petts. The Yonge Street house is owned by the
Aurora Historical Society and is open to the
public most days. Auroran photo by David Falconer

on it as a gateway feature.
Referring to the

request for full service he
noted that the
Accessibility Advisory
Committee recommenda-
tion was for future sta-
tions and this was an
existing station and the
application was only for
the drive-thru.

He also outlined the
company's existing policy
for all stations whereby
seniors and disabled
could receive full service
by phoning the station 24
hours in advance and
arranging a time when a
second staff member was
available to provide the
service.

There were no mem-
bers of the public in atten-
dance in support or oppo-
sition to the application
and after a few questions
for clarification, on a
motion by Councillor Al
Wilson, the application
was approved in principle
subject to the resolution
of outstanding issues.
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AUROR A MINOR HOCKEY ASSOCI ATION - 2008/2009 REP/S ELEC T TRYOUTS  
$15.00 PER  TRYOUT PAYAB LE PRIOR TO EACH TR YOUT 

MIDGET TR YOUTS (1991/1992) WILL TAKE PLACE IN AUGU ST & SEPT EMBER  
                   

 DA Y ARE NA  DA TE START END  LE NGTH TEAM     DA Y ARE NA  DA TE START END  LE NGTH TEAM 

Fri  ARC  E 9-May-08 6:00 PM 7:30 PM 1.5  Ty ke Select             

Sat  ARC  W 10-May-08  9:00 AM 10:30 AM 1.5  Ty ke Select             

Thur  ARC  W 15-May-08  6:30 PM 8:00 PM 1.5  Ty ke Select             

                   

                    

Mon  ARC  E 28-Apr -08 6:00 PM 7:30 PM 1.5  Novice AA     Mon  ARC  E 28-Apr -08 7:30 PM 9:00 PM 1.5  Peew ee AA  

Wed  ARC  E 30-Apr -08 6:00 PM 7:30 PM 1.5  Novice AA     Thu  ARC  E 1-May-08 7:30 PM 9:00 PM 1.5  Peew ee AA  

                   

Fri  ARC  E 2-May-08 6:00 PM 7:30 PM 1.5  Novice A    Sat  ARC  E 3-May-08 3:00 PM 4:30 PM 1.5  Peew ee A 

Sat  ARC  E 3-May-08 12:00 PM 1:30 PM 1.5  Novice A    Sun  ARC  E 4-May-08 11 :30 AM 1:00 PM 1.5  Peew ee A 

Mon  ARC  E 5-May-08 6:00 PM 7:30 PM 1.5  Novice A    Tue  ARC  E 6-May-08 7:30 PM 9:00 PM 1.5  Peew ee A 

                   

Wed  ARC  E 7-May-08 6:00 PM 7:30 PM 1.5  Novice AE    Thu  ARC  E 8-May-08 7:30 PM 9:00 PM 1.5  Peew ee AE 

Fri  ARC  W 9-May-08 6:00 PM 7:30 PM 1.5  Novice AE    Sat  ARC  W 10-May-08  1:30 PM 3:00 PM 1.5  Peew ee AE 

Sat  ARC  W 10-May-08  10:30 AM 12:00 PM 1.5  Novice AE    Thu  ARC  W 15-May-08  8:00 PM 9:30 PM 1.5  Peew ee AE 

                   

                       

Tue  ARC  E 29-Apr -08 6:00 PM 7:30 PM 1.5  M At om AA     Tue  ARC  E 29-Apr -08 7:30 PM 9:00 PM 1.5  M Bantam  AA  

Wed  ARC  E 30-Apr -08 7:30 PM 9:00 PM 1.5  M At om AA     Wed  ARC  W 30-Apr -08 7:30 PM 9:00 PM 1.5  M Bantam  AA  

                   

Fri  ARC  W 2-May-08 6:30 PM 8:00 PM 1.5  M At om A    Fri  ARC  E 2-May-08 7:30 PM 9:00 PM 1.5  M Bantam  A 

Sat  ARC  W 3-May-08 1:15 PM 2:45 PM 1.5  M At om A    Sat  ARC  W 3-May-08 4:15 PM 5:45 PM 1.5  M Bantam  A 

Mon  ARC  W 5-May-08 6:30 PM 8:00 PM 1.5  M At om A    Mon  ARC  E 5-May-08 7:30 PM 9:00 PM 1.5  M Bantam  A 

                   

Thu  ARC  E 8-May-08 6:00 PM 7:30 PM 1.5  M At om AE    Thu  ARC  W 8-May-08 7:30 PM 9:00 PM 1.5  M Bantam  AE 

Sat  ARC  W 10-May-08  12:00 PM 1:30 PM 1.5  M At om AE    Sat  ARC  E 10-May-08  2:00 PM 3:30 PM 1.5  M Bantam  AE 

Mon  ARC  W 12-May-08  6:30 PM 8:00 PM 1.5  M At om AE    Mon  ARC  W 12-May-08  8:00 PM 9:30 PM 1.5  M Bantam  AE 
                   

                   

Mon  ARC  W 28-Apr -08 6:30 PM 8:00 PM 1.5  Atom AA     Mon  ARC  W 28-Apr -08 8:00 PM 9:30 PM 1.5  Bantam AA  

Thu  ARC  E 1-May-08 6:00 PM 7:30 PM 1.5  Atom AA     Thu  ARC  W 1-May-08 8:00 PM 9:30 PM 1.5  Bantam AA  

                   

Sat  ARC  E 3-May-08 1:30 PM 3:00 PM 1.5  Atom A    Sat  ARC  E 3-May-08 4:30 PM 6:00 PM 1.5  Bantam A 

Sun  ARC  E 4-May-08 8:30 AM 10:00 AM 1.5  Atom A    Sun  ARC  E 4-May-08 1:00 PM 2:30 PM 1.5  Bantam A 

Tue  ARC  E 6-May-08 6:00 PM 7:30 PM 1.5  Atom A    Tue  ARC  W 6-May-08 8:00 PM 9:30 PM 1.5  Bantam A 

                   

Thu  ARC  W 8-May-08 6:00 PM 7:30 PM 1.5  Atom AE    Fri  ARC  W 9-May-08 7:30 PM 9:00 PM 1.5  Bantam AE 

Sat  ARC  E  10-May-08  12:30 PM 2:00 PM 1.5  Atom AE    Sat  ARC  W 10-May-08  3:00 PM 4:30 PM 1.5  Bantam AE 

Tues ARC  W 13-May-08  6:30 PM 8:00 PM 1.5  Atom AE    Tues ARC  W 13-May-08  8:00 PM 9:30 PM 1.5  Bantam AE 

                   

                        

Tue  ARC  W 29-Apr -08 6:30 PM 8:00 PM 1.5  M Peew ee AA     Mon  ARC  E 28-Apr -08 9:00 PM 10:30 PM 1.5  M Midge t AA  

Thu  ARC  W 1-May-08 6:30 PM 8:00 PM 1.5  M Peew ee AA     Fri  ARC  W 2-May-08 8:00 PM 9:30 PM 1.5  M Midge t AA  

                   

Sat  ARC  W 3-May-08 2:45 PM 4:15 PM 1.5  M Peew ee A    Sat  ARC  E 3-May-08 6:00 PM 7:30 PM 1.5  M Midge t A 

Sun  ARC  E 4-May-08 10:00 AM 11 :30 AM 1.5  M Peew ee A    Mon  ARC  W 5-May-08 8:00 PM 9:30 PM 1.5  M Midge t A 

Tue  ARC  W 6-May-08 6:30 PM 8:00 PM 1.5  M Peew ee A    Wed  ARC  W 7-May-08 7:30 PM 9:00 PM 1.5  M Midge t A 

                   

Wed  ARC  E 7-May-08 7:30 PM 9:00 PM 1.5  M Peew ee AE    Fri  ARC  W 9-May-08 9:00 PM 10:30 PM 1.5  M Midge t AE 

Fri  ARC  E 9-May-08 7:30 PM 9:00 PM 1.5  M Peew ee AE    Sat  ARC  W 10-May-08  4:30 PM 6:00 PM 1.5  M Midge t AE 

Wed  ARC  E 14-May-08  7:30 PM 9:00 PM 1.5  M Peew ee AE    Wed  ARC  E 14-May-08  9:00 PM 10:30 PM 1.5  M Midge t AE 

AMHA General Meeting
We invite all AMHA members to come to our annual gen-

eral meeting. The meeting takes place at the ACC1 auditori-
um, Wednesday, May 14th at 7:30 pm.

This provides everyone an opportunity to hear from our
AMHA Volunteer Board of Directors. It also provides you an
opportunity to ask any questions you may have related to the
programs we run. There are Board of Director positions up for
election each year which are also voted upon at this meeting.

For more details, please visit our website at www.auro-
raminorhockey.net.

Registration for the 2008 2009 
Hockey Season

Registration opened online April 1st for the 2008–2009
hockey season. Online registration will remain open through-
out the summer for your convenience.

Please note “in person” registrations take place in May on
the following Saturdays: May 3rd, May 10th, May 24th and
May 31st, and the hours are from 10 am to 1 pm. We will be
closed on May 17th.

2008–2009 YSE “AAA”
Permission to Skate Form Process

Online registration must be completed so that a permis-
sion to skate can be granted. You can pay by using the post
dated cheque option. The process for receiving these forms
has been automated.

You can now request a form online which will speed up
the process and avoid lineups. Please go to our website at
www.auroraminorhockey.net, choose Rep in the left hand
menu and it is in the Rep/Select Team tryouts section.

From there you can choose the option of how you would
like to receive it, whether by email or fax.

For more details,
visit our website at 

www.auroraminorhockey.net.

AURORA MINOR 
HOCKEY ASSOCIATION

Leader of the federal Liberal Party Stephane Dion, right, was in Aurora Friday to help Newmarket-
Aurora Liberal candidate Tim Jones plant a tree in the Aurora Arboretum.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Some prices
stay the same

The Ontario Energy
Board (OEB) recently
announced that the
Regulated Price Plan (RPP)
two tiered prices, currently in
place for residential and low
volume customers of local
electricity distribution compa-
nies, such as PowerStream,
Inc., will remain unchanged
for the next six months
beginning May 1, 2008.

PowerStream Inc. is the
third largest local electricity
distribution company in
Ontario, providing service to
more than 237,000 residen-
tial and business customers
including Aurora.

As in previous years, the
consumption threshold limit
will change on May 1 from
the winter threshold of 1,000
kilowatt hours (kWh) per
month to the summer thresh-
old of 600 kWh per month.

Non-residential con-
sumers eligible for the RPP
prices will continue to use
750 kWh each month as
their consumption threshold.

The RPP price remains
at 5.0 cents per kWh up to
600 kWh and 5.9 cents per
kWh above that.

The prices announced by
the OEB, and changes in the
threshold amount at the
lower prices, are reflected on
the “Electricity” line of a utility
bill.

The threshold change
results in fewer kWhs of elec-
tricity used in the summer to
be charged at the lower price
for residential customers and
is meant to encourage con-
servation during the period
of highest consumption.

Therefore, without a
change in consumption, a
typical residential customer
may see an increase in the
“Electricity” line of their utility
bill.

The RPP pricing applies
to customers who buy 
their electricity through
PowerStream, Inc.



Week of April 29, 2008 - 15
 

 

Find Out What your 
Home is Worth On-Line 

visit:

www.QuickOnlineEvaluation.com
ReMax Omega Realty (1988) Ltd.

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

MOON GARDEN
RESTAURANT Since 1969 

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O.

15229 Yonge St., Aurora 
Just south of Wellington. Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

SPECIALIZING IN 
CHINESE FOOD 
FAMILY DINING 

BUSINESSMEN’S LUNCHES 

Ontario’s Healthy Restaurant Program 

2007 & 2008

Award of Excellence 
is presented to: 

Moon Garden 

RUMOURS  AND RAMBLINGS

It's not every small community in Ontario
that is selected to premiere a major govern-
ment program but it happened in Aurora in
July, 1984, when the Bicentennial Showcase
opened in Aurora for the start of a province-
wide tour.

The Showcase was a 90-minute family
variety program based on Ontario's 200
years of cultural development and featuring
some of Ontario's top entertainers, including
Dinah Christie.

In addition to the entertainers, the $1 mil-
lion production included more than 1,700
colour slides projected on a huge back-
ground screen coordinated with video
scenes and live video playback of the per-
formers and audience.

Guests for the premiere included Walter
Pitman, executive director of the Ontario Arts
Council; Arthur Gelber, Chairman of the
Ontario Bicentennial; CN Tower Director
David Garrick; Major General Richard
Rohmer and Bicentennial committee mem-
bers, Steve Otto and Norm Best.

The show opened with the entire compa-
ny singing the lively Bicentennial theme song
"Celebrate Ontario" and the program
focused on the decades with such themes as
Our Northland, The Seventies, Folk Spirit,
The Sixties, The Classic Arts, The Fifties,
The Big Bands Entertain and The Forties.

The second half of the show took the
capacity audience at the Community Centre
back to the beginnings and offered a chal-
lenge for the future in Watch Us Grow.

The finale was a tribute to the late classic
pianist Glenn Gould.

The year 1984 was selected as the date
for the Bicentennial as it was in 1784 when
the United Empire Loyalists, the first large
wave of immigration, settled in the province.

It was a night to remember in Aurora.

LAND DIVISION COMMITTEE 
RETURNS TO AURORA

It was in April, 1984, when the region
released its hold on land severances through

the Regional Land Division Committee and
returned the role to the local municipalities.

It had been a sore point between the local
municipalities and the region since the
region was established in 1971, as it gave
the region some direct planning control over
what happened in Aurora and the other
municipalities.

It was claimed by regional planning offi-
cials that the local municipalities were grant-
ing too many severances and development
was taking place without going through the
proper planning process and causing an
unknown load on the regional infrastructure.

As the local municipalities acquired plan-
ning staff and established planning depart-
ments the push for the return of the sever-
ance function gained pressure and eventual-
ly it was returned.

On its return to Aurora, council agreed to
assign the responsibility of land severances
to the Committee of Adjustment consisting of
five citizens, independent of council.

A LOOK AT AURORA IN 2004

In the first year of the term for council
approval was given for the construction of
the Aurora Recreation Centre, the Seniors’
Centre and a Fire Hall.

A start was made on a new cinema for
Aurora and the State Farm Office Complex.

The first leash-free dog park was opened
and 70 new Leisure Services programs were
introduced as well as the town's web site.

There were 1,452 fire calls of which 24
per cent were false alarms, 39 per cent med-
ical calls, 13 per cent public hazards and
only seven per cent were actual fire calls.

The Building Department issued 1,147
permits and Leisure Services processed
11,710 activity registrations.

A total of 14 zoning bylaw amendments
were filed as well as 17 site plans and
amendments plus three plans of condomini-
ums were registered.

There were 63 council, public planning,
general committee and special council meet-

ings held.
It cost $61.32 in operating costs for every

tonne of garbage and $111.84 in operating
costs for every tonne of recycling and the
town recycled 28.39 per cent of residential
waste.

Some of the activities included in the
2004 Annual Report.

Is an annual report still published and was
there one for 2007?

WHEN THE GRAYSTONE 
HIT THE HEADLINES

The Graystone Restaurant made the
headlines in the local press in January, 1970,
as during a council debate about taking out
a business membership in the Aurora
Highlands Golf Club, then Reeve Evelyn
Buck said she would be embarrassed to take
official town visitors to some of the town's
eating establishments.

Her statements upset Max Wiedemann of
the Graystone Restaurant and Ken Stiff who
operated La Colony, now the Filly and the
Firkin, across the street from the Graystone.

They invited members of council to visit
their establishments and offer constructive
criticism as to how they could improve in
order to represent the public interest.

Some council members including Pete
Miller, Norm Stewart and Illtyd Harris along
with Deputy Clerk Cam Duncan accepted
the invitation and dined at the Graystone.

They assured the Wiedemanns the
Graystone had excellent facilities and food.

A small private dining room later became
a favourite spot for members of council every
Tuesday night along with the staff of the for-
mer Aurora Banner, under the leadership of
Publisher Bob Buchanan, after they had put
the paper together for the printing press.

In June, 1973, then Mayor Evelyn Buck
was invited to officially open the Graystone's
new Bavarian Garden, an outdoor patio in
front of the restaurant, which succumbed
when the restaurant expanded its indoor
facilities.

Bingo hall to close at the end of May
Councillors received

some unexpected news at
last week's meeting when
staff members advised the
Aurora Bingo Hall on
Industrial Parkway South
would close at the end of
next month.

In addition to the loss of
revenue for many local chari-
ties and organizations, the
town will experience a short-
fall of $135,000 in 2008 or
one half a per cent on the tax
levy and one per cent or
$230,000 in future years.

The news could also spell
the end of Hot Spot, a club
set up for youngsters which
has been in existence for 17
years and depended on the
bingo hall for much of its rev-
enue.

Councillor Wendy
Gaertner told The Auroran
the club may have to close
out their operations at the
Aurora Lions Hall, unless
another source of revenue
can be found.

As the Town’s 2008 budg-
et had not been adopted,
staff members brought the
closure to the attention of
council and recommended
the budget be adjusted by
increasing the levy by half a
per cent to cover the revenue
loss to make the increase 5.9
per cent instead of 5.4 per
cent recommended in the
budget report.

Staff members pointed
out that masking the shortfall
by using a reserve fund
would cover the shortfall this
year, but compound the
issue in future years as the
loss in licence and permit
fees was permanent.

Councillor Evelina
MacEachern recommended
the capital levy of one per
cent included in the 2008
operating budget be reduced
to half a per cent to cover the
loss of revenue from the
bingo hall.

Other members of coun-
cil argued that the one per
cent was necessary to help
cover the shortfall in funding
for needed infrastructure
projects.

Some members of coun-
cil suggested that the sur-
plus from other funds or
reserves be used to cover
the shortfall, but staff
stressed that a more perma-
nent solution was needed.

The vote resulted in a 5-4
split with the MacEachern
motion being defeated with
Mayor Morris and
Councillors Gaertner,
MacEachern and Wilson in
support.

Councillor Stephen
Granger introduced a motion
to the effect that no adjust-
ments be made to the budg-
et at this time and that
adjustments be made during
the year to accommodate
the deficit.

Some councillors argued

that was deficit financing and
they could not support the
motion, resulting in Granger
withdrawing it.

Councillor Bob
McRoberts noted that coun-
cil had spent seven months
discussing the budget and a
further delay wouldn't make
that much difference which
would provide staff time to
develop options for council's
consideration.

When other councillors
argued that it was necessary
to move on, McRoberts with-
drew his motion.

Councillor Al Wilson, who
has always opposed the one
per cent levy for capital proj-
ects which he referred to as
a surcharge, recommended
it be deleted and the
$135,000 shortfall be recov-
ered from the Corporate
Services Department as
they would have less work to
do.

Finally, the vote was
called the motion was adopt-
ed on a 5-4 split with
Councillors Evelyn Buck,
Alison Collins-Mrakas,
Grace Marsh and
McRoberts in opposition.

It was on Sept. 11 last
year when The Auroran ran

Bicentennial Showcase started here

a Page 3 story suggesting
rumours around town point-
ed to the closing of the struc-
ture.

The business, located at
240 Industrial Parkway
South, is owned by Perry
Kereakou, and managed by
Ron Tripp.

When asked about the
possibility, Kereakou was
quick to point out the closure
was, at that time, only an
option and that no final deci-
sion had been made.

Reasons for the possible
closure were not directly
addressed by the owner as
he preferred not to speculate
on a situation that, in his view
at least, was not yet an

issue.
He did say that the clo-

sure could occur as early as
January or February next
year.

When the hall closes,
players from the community
would be forced to take their
business to other halls in the
region, mainly Newmarket
and Richmond Hill, both of
which are rumoured to be
owned by Kereakou.

The Aurora Agricultural
Society, which also reaped
many dollars from the bingo
hall, cancelled the long-run-
ning Aurora Horse Show
when government officials
said the group could not use
the money to run the Show.
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NEW LOCATION at Town Park to better serve the Aurora Community

Great Farm Fresh Produce & Fresh Meats
Tasty Quality Homemade Goods  

Crafts, Artisan Creations and much more…

Time:Time: Weekly every Saturday from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
New Location:New Location: Town Park between Mosley St. and Metcalfe St. 

Don’t miss out on this exciting start to the summer! 
Bring your friends and family to visit our weekly market.

It's a great family outing with lots of exciting activities! 

For more information, please call Councillor Stephen Granger 
at 905-727-3123, ext 4266 or e-mail sgranger@e-aurora.ca.

Aurora's Farmers' Market starting on May 3rd!Aurora's Farmers' Market starting on May 3rd!

 Thank You!
Thanks to all of you the 2008 

Canada Day Parade 
in Aurora will be spectacular!

 

Rotary Club
of Aurora

The Rotary Club of Aurora
and the Aurora Dream Team 

sponsors of the 
Aurora Canada Day Parade

Revival Kick-Off Party

 

The Royal Canadian Legion - Len Whines and Gail Sellers, 
The Queen’s York Rangers, Phillipa Wild, George St. Kitts, 

Jacquie Hermans - Light’n Up Laughter, 
the Canadian Improv Showcase, 

the She-Rak Belly Dancers, 
Debi Sander-Walker, 

Photographer Tara Hillyer, 
Lesley Whittle, Wal-Mart as M/C

 
 

The Aurora Rotary Club
The Auroran - Newspaper

St. Kitts’ Music 
Wal-Mart 

Kathy Van Nostrand & Partners 
Highland Chevrolet/Cadillac

SNAP Aurora 
Magna International 

Neighbourhood Network 
Telus 

Dentistry in Oak Ridges 
Featherlite Industrial Ladders 

Giampierre’s Beauty Centre 
Cupid & Psyche 

Aurora Financial Services 
Aurora Fine Foods 

Rec Cycle N’ Sports 
Franchi D´écor

Almac Conveyor Co. 
Fitness Clubs of Canada 

Skyview Dental Care 
The Lending Place 

Mayor Phyllis Morris 
Belinda Stronach 

Frank Klees 
Sean Herbinson - ReMax 

Home Hardware 
Aurora Chamber of Commerce 

Gail Hill - Read Thread Studio Artist 
Gabriel’s Café

Jonathan’s Restaurant 
True Value Hardware

Westview Golf Club
Aurora Dream Team

Law Insurance Brokers 
The Home Depot 
The Country Look
Gourmet Baker & Deli 
TK’s Restaurant & Pub 
Frank Newell 
Home Tech
Body Beautiful 
Day Spa & Salon 
L.H. Lind Realty 
DesignerFabrications.ca 
Sweet Inspirations
Howard Johnson’s 
Graystone Restaurant 
Costco.com 
Steve Miller Dance 
Century 21 St. Andrew’s 
Realty Inc. 
fraktals chocolate 
Safehaven 
Décor by Jennifer 
Wellington House Spa 
Aurora UPS Store 
Postnet Aurora 
Hurst Bakery 
Caruso & Company 
VandenBosche Jewellers 
Aurora McDonald’s 
Flowers by Terry 
Bell 
York Regional Police 
Olive Amson - Laser & More 
Eco Building Resources
Sorley & Still Barristers & Solicitors 

Plus, thanks to: 

The Canada Day Parade Sub-Committee members and volunteers:
Merilyn McCart 
Sher St. Kitts 
Rebecca Beaton 
Alison Taylor 
Helen Burlyanette 
Wayne Hemington 
Monarch Wealth Group

Cynthia Proctor 
Patricia Stade 

Sandra Humfryes 
Melissa Hrychuk 

Ron Wallace 
Frank Mete 

Carolyn Barclay 

This event was sponsored by the Rotary Club of Aurora and the Aurora Dream Team 

Tyler Leonard, from
the Aurora Senior
Public School is
shown at left after he
received the Town of
Aurora Award for his
project on Terry Fox,
during last week’s
Historica Fair held at
Aurora’s St. Andrew’s
College. Janine
Fernandes, a Grade 8
student from Highview
Public School, pic-
tured above, had a
project about the Oak
Ridges Moraine. It was
good enough that
judges selected her as
the National Fair dele-
gate.

Auroran photos 
by David Falconer 

The sale of town lands
causes council debate

Following a previous
closed meeting, council
reported Tuesday that five
offers to purchase parts or
all of the town-owned Leslie
Street lands had been
rejected and no reasons or
details were provided.

Councillor Wendy
Gaertner explained that
some bids were below the
price the town had originally
paid for the property and the
other bids were below the
appraised value of the prop-
erty.

It was still for sale, she
said.

Councillor Evelyn Buck
interjected that the whole
process was tainted and
when asked to explain by
Mayor Phyllis Morris, she
refused to do so.

The councillor said the
mayor didn't have the
authority to ask.

When the mayor said it
would be necessary to
obtain a legal opinion,
Councillor Alison Collins-
Mrakas said none of the
issue would be necessary if
Councillor Buck would only
explain what she meant by
the comment.

Councillor Buck said that
previously four members of
council demanded copies of
the confidential package
available to bidders and it
had been agreed to provide

them on condition they
signed a confidentially
agreement, which three
signed and one didn't.

One of those members
later declared a conflict of
interest due to a business
relationship.

Councillor Evelina
MacEachern, who had
declared a conflict of inter-
est, jumped to the defence
and stated that she had
signed the agreement and
this was confirmed by staff
and resented the insinua-
tion saying that Buck had
"loose lips".

After order was restored
the report from the closed
meeting was received as
information.

In June, 2007, following
a closed session of council
approval was given to
declare the Leslie Street
lands surplus to municipal
needs and staff was direct-
ed to initiate the process to
sell the lands.

They were also asked to
issue a Request for
Proposal for a real estate
broker to handle the sale
and in September council
engaged the firm of Colliers
McAuley Nichols and
agreed to their proposed
marketing strategy and
timetable.

The 89 acres on Leslie
Street, south of Wellington,

were purchased in 2000 for
$4.2 million for recreational
and industrial uses,
although the property and
old farmhouse was
assessed at only $381,000.

The purchase of the
lands was seen to be a
major impetus to the attrac-
tion of future business to the
municipality and the devel-
opment of the employment
lands at Highway 404 and
Wellington Street East.

A consulting firm was
engaged in January, 2002,
to prepare development
concepts for the parcel of
land and following several
working sessions council
received a development
concept incorporating a
mixture of employment,
recreational uses and a fire
hall.

Then in June, 2003, fol-
lowing a closed meeting,
council approved the pur-
chase of 32 acres  of land
on Wellington Street East
for $4.8 million for a recre-
ational complex, parkland
and fire hall.

With the purchase of the
Wellington Street lands
there was no longer a need
to provide recreational facili-
ties resulting in a change of
the concept plans and
increasing the potential of
the Leslie Street lands for
employment uses.

A draft plan of subdivi-
sion was approved by coun-
cil in April, 2006, and
approved by the Ontario
Municipal Board in
December with conditions.

Staff recommended that
council sell the lands while
the market for employment
lands was still strong and
provided three options: sell
the land by tender, sell the
lands by utilizing a Real
Estate Brokerage or retain
the lands for future uses.

Councillors had some
difficulty in arriving at a deci-
sion and finally in June,
2007, issued a Request for
Proposals for a Real Estate
Brokerage firm.

In September, 2007,
council received a presenta-
tion from a representative of
the real estate firm who pro-
vided an outline of the mar-
keting strategy and critical
path which was adopted by
council.

Over the months some
councillors were critical of
the firm's marketing strate-
gy although staff pointed out
that 31 prospective buyers
had responded to the cam-
paign and a report would be
coming to council in the
near future.

The sale of the land con-
tinues and if the first report
is any indication, it could be
a rocky road.
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York Region’s Choice for Home Renovations 

 

WE GUARANTEE: 
• Superior Services • Affordable Rates 

• Flexible Schedules • Dependable Staff 

Call today to book your

ALL RENOVATIONS
• Decks • Landscaping 

• Basements • Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Renovations & Repairs • Flooring 

• DESIGN CONSULTATION

FREE QUOTE!

Satisfying York Region residents 
for over a decade!

When You Want It Done RightWhen You Want It Done Right

Two Brothers General Contractors Two Brothers General Contractors 
Renovations Done Right!Renovations Done Right!

416-562-7153416-562-7153

Inside AND Outside.

ighting GalleryGallery
Lights 
with 
Style!

13130 Yonge St., Oak Ridges - R. Hill 
South of Bloomington Road, 

across from McDonald’s

NEW NEW 
SPRING SPRING 

ARRIVALSARRIVALS

905-773-9989

L 

Murray 
 Feiss

CALL NOW
905-836-2202

Tendonouchness?

Balchen
C h i o p r a c t i cr

© 2007, Mortgage Intelligence Inc., all rights reserved. ® Registered trademark of Mortgage Intelligence Inc. 

For All Your Mortgage Needs
• Residential and Commercial Made Easy • Debt consolidation and Business for Self

Ed Schlotter, Mortgage Consultant 
Serving Aurora
905.727.0112
www.mortgageintelligence.ca/edschlotter

         905-841-1030
Direct: 416-460-0453 

HONESTY and INTEGRITY
GOOD OLD FASHIONED HARD WORK

BROKERAGE

MARTIN READ

www.martinread.ca

Sales RepresentativeIt’s not too late to get a 
second opinion on your 

RRSP and 
Investment Portfolio!

Stephen Forsey CIM FCSI
Investment Advisor

JONES, GABLE & COMPANY
LIMITED (Member CIPF)

905-726-9343www.jonesgable.com 

           11## in Group Benefits For Firms
with 1–50 People1–50

CANADA’S 
LEADING 

PLAN

Please call 905-750-0032
Johnson Financial Group 

Rod Johnson; ext. 223, Ian Johnson; ext. 222

Gas & Oil Heating Equipment
Humidifiers and Air Conditioners

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Mortgage Solutions that Mortgage Solutions that 
  Benefit YOU!  Benefit YOU!

DebbieDebbie KellyKelly

15085 Yonge St., Aurora

www.TheMortgageSisters.com
905-726-4335

Blooming issue back in the light
If Carol Cooper, a

member of the
Environmental Advisory
Committee, gets her way,
Aurora may finally enter
the annual Communities
in Bloom event.

At a committee meet-
ing last November, she
said she would investi-
gate involvement in the
event.

Other communities in
York Region have com-
peted in the event over
the years, either at the
Provincial or National
level, and won awards,
but not Aurora.

At the January meet-
ing of the Environmental
Advisory Committee it
was agreed to ask the
town to support the
Community in Bloom
event and that Ms
Cooper be the liaison
between the committee
and the event organizers
for the 2008
Communities in Bloom
competition.

The committee rec-
ommendation was
endorsed by the Aurora’s
general committee
recently without com-
ment or discussion.

At the meeting, while
discussing council's pri-
ority list, the question of
the status of the
Communities in Bloom
event was questioned as
to whether the town was
in or not.

Staff members replied
that clarification was
needed regarding the
budget and the process
was to be discussed at
the next committee
meeting.

It was suggested that
as the process was just
getting started that plans
be made for 2009.

Councillor Evelyn
Buck claimed that some
neighbouring municipali-
ties were spending thou-
sands of dollars to enter
the competition and she
was not prepared to

spend that kind of mony.
The list of priority

items was referred to a
future meeting with staff.

It was back in
September, 2005, Aurora
resident Rebecca
Beaton attended a meet-
ing of the Leisure
Services Advisory
Committee to ask that
Aurora pursue the
Communities in Bloom
initiative for 2006.

She suggested the
program be community
driven, incorporating res-
idential, industrial and
commercial participants.

For a start she sug-
gested the town only
enter the provincial com-
petition at an estimated
cost of $1,000.

The Canadian-based
non-profit program looks
at floor displays, land-
scapes, urban forests,
community involvement
and tidiness.

She added that spon-
sors had already been

approached and would
absorb the cost of the
1st, 2nd and 3rd place
plaques, and asked that
a program committee be
established as soon as
possible.

The committee
agreed to recommend to
council that the initiative
proceed and the town
not be required to com-
mit the $1,000.

With the Howard
Johnson hotel willing to
accommodate judges,
the cost would be
reduced to about $750.

At that time,
Councillors John West
and Evelyn Buck
opposed the request
pending more informa-
tion as to possible hid-
den costs.

Councillor Buck said
that other municipalities
had spent thousands of
dollars on the program
and the $750 would be
wasted unless Aurora
was prepared to do the

same.
Most members of

council supported the
recommendation to par-
ticipate and to approve
the expenditure of $750
to register.

In October, 2005, Ms
Beaton provided an
overview of the
Communities in Bloom
initiative to the
Environmental Advisory
Committee which had
been approved by coun-
cil.

She asked the com-
mittee to support the ini-
tiative which committee
members agreed to do.
The committee also
agreed that the seminar
topic for April, 2006, be
tied to the Communities
in Bloom program.

Council gave its
approval to enter 
the 2006 Provincial
Communities in Bloom
Competition in
September, 2005, but
there was no follow up.

No more funds for library: council
Last November,

Aurora’s general commit-
tee directed staff to get a
report on the 6.6 per cent
increase for the Aurora
Public Library's 2008 oper-
ating budget and for the
report to include a break-
down of the major con-
tributing factors for the
increase.

Also the report would
include a listing of any ele-
ments within the proposed
Space Development
Project which could be
attributed to development
charges and that a review
of the fundraising cam-
paign account be provided.

In February the general
committee recommended
that the Library Board
2008 budget be increased
by four per cent over the
2007 budget.

Library Board
Chairman Geoffrey Dawe
and CEO Louise Proctor
Maio appeared before
council Tuesday to make a
presentation with regard to
the 2008 Library Budget.

It was pointed out that
to meet the four per cent
target it would be neces-
sary to hold the annual
contribution to the General
Operating reserve at the
2007 level, gapping the
cost for the new staff posi-

tion to reflect mid-year
implementation costs and
holding the Collection
Development budget at
the 2007 level

It was also noted that
flat lining the Collection
Development would
impact the library's ability
to provide new materials.

As council is proposing
to adopt a municipal budg-
et with a 5.4 per cent
increase which includes
an increase of 4.4 per cent
for operating and one per
cent for capital, a request
was made for the library to
receive the same increase
in order to better meet the
collection needs of resi-
dents.

Councillor Grace
Marsh, supported by
Councillor Evelyn Buck,
recommended that the
library request be
approved.

Councillor Buck pointed
out that as 2008 had been
proclaimed as the Year of
Arts and Culture in Aurora
it was not a year to cut
back on the library and it

would amount to a small
amount of money in the
overall budget, estimated
at $28,000.

Other councillors
argued that the proposed
library budget was costing
tax payers 11 cents on the
dollar and with the loss of
revenue to the town from
the Aurora bingo hall,
there was no way council
could approve an
increase.

The debate raged back
and forth with both sides
arguing their points.

Councillor Al Wilson
expressed concern that
council had no control over
the library budget once it
had been approved by
council.

It was also noted that
the library ended 2007
with a surplus of $37,000.

When the vote to pro-
vide the extra funding was
called, it was defeated 5-4
with Councillors Marsh,
Buck, Alison Collins-
Mrakas and Bob
McRoberts in support of
the motion.

DEBIT

300 Wellington St., East 
Aurora - In Tim Horton’s Plaza

 

905-727-8711
OPEN  Mon. - Fri. 9 - 7  Sat. 9 - 2

• FREE local prescription delivery 
• MAJOR DRUG PLANS ACCEPTED 
• $2.00 OFF co-pay on all ODB Prescriptions 

  

MeDi CentRe Medical Clinic Walk-in & Family Practice
next door to pharmacy
Accepting new patients

WELLINGTON PHARMACY

Canadian Mortgage Expert

15263 Yonge St. Ste. 2  •  416-987-0334
www.thelendingplace.ca  •  ron@thelendingplace.ca

The
Lending
Place
M o r t g a g e s  M a d e  S i m p l e

If you fit into one of these 
categories and have not been 

contacted by us,
Please call

905-853-4645

New to the community?

Expecting a baby

at your house?

Newly Engaged?

New Business/

Professional?

A Civic minded

Business interested 

in sponsoring 

Welcome Wagon?

Please call
1-866-873-9913

 

Requires Full Time 
Seamstress

Call 905-841-6969
Ask for Bruno

or Howie

Dry Cleaners 
in Aurora



Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only). 

Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your ad  •  More than 76,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 
PROFESSIONAL

CLEANING 
with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 8 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

CLEAN WITH CARE experi-
enced efficient, thorough
home cleaning with an
added personal touch 905-
727-2353.

OFFICE FOR RENT,
Yonge and Mosley area.
For more information,
call Telly at 905-717-
4073.

3 BEDROOM LOWER
semi-bungalow, quiet
court, parking, walk to
shops & amenities $875
plus utilities. 905-726-
4711.

CARPET - I have sev-
eral thousand yards of
new Stainmaster 
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet
your living room & hall
for $389. Price
includes carpet, pad
and installation (30
square yards). Steve
905-898-0127.

1 9 9 8  Y A M A H A  
V-STAR motor cycle
classic 650, 2-tone
Red/Marroon, back
rest, windscreen, sad-
dlebags, custom pegs
& grips, 64,000 km.
Asking $4800. 905-
727-7239

S W I M M I N G
INSTRUCTION By
Yvonne Cattrall, -
Masters World Record
holder, 43 years expe-
rience, certified Red
Cross Instructor. Year
round, all levels, 3-4
maximum in class.
905-841-3450.

� HELP WANTED � BUSINESS SERVICES

AURORA DIGITAL
CAMERA CLUB. If
interested, email
rob@auroraonline.com.
Indicate skill level, cam-
era and main topics of
interest.

� INTERNATIONAL LATIN/BALLROOM DANCE CLASSES� SWIMMING LESSONS � PHOTOGRAPHY

� FOR RENT

� FOR SALE

� FOR SALE

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week. (*This section only)  Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or go to  www.auroran.com 

DRAWING CLASS All
level small group
English and Chinese.
Call Yunhong at 
9 0 5 - 7 1 3 - 3 6 5 0
http://www.yhar tstu-
dio.com

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

� ART CLASSES

Hardwood 
Flooring
Discontinued Items 

Professional Installer
416-938-7712

• beginners to advanced
• ongoing classes 

• drawing & painting techniques 
• help students prepare portfolios for college and art school 

• no artistic experience necessary 
905-726-8883

Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 
Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV. 

mi.design@sympatico.ca 

 LEARN HOW TO DRAW & PAINT... 
just like the Masters

� CLEANERS

HOME 
SERVICES

SEEKING SALES PRO-
FESSIONAL for Web
development company
please send resume to
hr@auroraonline.com or
call 905-222-2022.

SEEKING INTERME-
DIATE/SENIOR WEB
DEVELOPER/PRO-
GRAMMER Should
have good knowledge
of PHP, MySQL & Java
Script Please send
resume to hr@auro-
raonline.com 905-222-
2022.

T R A V E L
AGENT/THORNHILL,
flex hours, F/T or P/T,
3-5 yrs exp./Sabre
knowledge an asset,
Salary and incentive.
ruth@lakewoodtravel.c
om, or call 905-881-
3502

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

CLASSES • SEMINARS •  WORKSHOPS • COURSES

� MUSIC

MUSIC SONGWRIT-
ING/PIANO lessons.
Over 15 years of experi-
ence at reasonable
rates. Call Robert at
647-284-0127   DANCING

Level 1 - Jive & Quick Step
Level 2 - Samba & Int. Foxtrot

No experience or partner required. 
Taught by the host of the 

“Start Dancing” series on ACI Cable TV

DANCE PARTY 

                      

DANCE CLASSES 

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

FRIDAY MAY 16

Next series starts May 5th.,
through June 30th

Aurora Legion Ballroom •  7 - Midnight 
FREE Quick Step dance lesson  7: 30

Site: www.SteveMillerDance.ca 
Call Steve Miller at 416-439-6557 
Email: Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca  

P R O  P A I N T I N G
Int./Ext fast, clean, pro-
fessional & affordable,
last minute no problem!
905-898-3445.

YORK ELECTRICAL
SERV. 100 & 200 Amp
service upgrades, reno-
vations, new construc-
tion, residential & com-
mercial. Licenced and
insured. 905-841-8055

S U P E R I N T E N D E N T
REQUIRED. Prestigious
150 unit condominium in
Aurora requires a full time
live-in superintendent.
Mimimum 3 years super-
intendent experience
required. Handyman skills
also an asset. One bed-
room apartment provided.
Competitive salary and
benefits. Fax your resume
to 905-841-6730 or e-mail
to yrccl@bellnet.ca
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Hire an Aurora based 
CHAUFFEUR DRIVEN 

LINCOLN SEDAN
for your wedding, airport transportation, 

or a night out at your favourite restaurant. 
Call for GR8 prices on the sedan plus 

our 10-passenger limousine!
905-727-8600 

LUXURY CAR FOR HIRE

416-992-3811 
e-mail: limousines@sympatico.ca

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish.
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033

W E B D E S I G N

Let Aurora Online’s web
design strategies attract
business and get you
results.
• Portal solutions
• Online surveys
• Real Estate solutions
• Web hosting 
• eCommerce

Fresh ideas and solutions

Gone in
15

seconds!

Gone in
15

seconds!

Keeping your web site
visitors longer means
more business.

905-222-2022 • auroraonline.com
Web Design    Technical Support    Portal Solutions

Corporate Email    Anti-Spam

915,000 
copies

of
THE AURORAN

printed 
every year

To advertise in 
the classifieds

call 
905-727-7128

If you teach something
let us know. 
You could be 

advertising in this spot.

better 
water
pure 
and 
simple™

Not valid with other offers. Installation not included. Offers and participation may vary. O.A.C.

The 
TWO-IN-ONE

solution 
for water’s 

dirty little secrets.
REDUCES CHLORINE TASTE

for a fresh, clean 
taste and smell.

SOFTENS WATER
for shinier hair,
smoother skin,

crystal clear dishes,
softer laundry.

Cell: 416-818-5075 •  905-841-8249

Ron Butler 

People may not need your services right now, 
but if you want to be there when they do...

advertise in The AURORAN Classifieds.

STERLING MASONRY
LTD. Specializing in all
types of masonry
repairs. Cracked foun-
dations, basement
leaks, brickwork/inter-
locking/concrete/stone
works etc. Guaranteed
quality workmanship.
905-853-6972

� HELP WANTED
� HOME FOR SALE � IN MEMORIAM

� PLACE OF WORSHIP

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING COMPANY 

CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for mature individuals to join our 
friendly team. Competitive wages, car an asset 

for one position, kms paid. 
Car not necessary for p/t cleaner position.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

LG PORTABLE/PER-
MANENT  washing
machine. Heavy duty.
Used for 7 months only.
Excellent Condition
$350. 905-726-1802 or
416-837-1802. NEED HELP? Grass

cutting, gardening, sod-
ding, yard work, paint-
ing, deck repair, tree
care, hedge trimming,
interlock leveling, etc.
Roy 905-476-8769
evenings

SUMMER SWIMMING
Lessons Certified Red
Cross Instructor offering
private lessons in July
and August for all levels.
Call Megan at 905-841-
0234.

WANTED HOME TO
RENT. Professional
couple, former local
homeowners seek at
least 3 bedrooms. 905-
841-7498

GARAGE SALES 
ARE POSTED 

FREE 
in THE AURORAN 

Aurora’s Independent Community Neswpaper 

 

 

Give us a call to reserve your spot at: 
905-727-3300

FREE SPOT 
ON OUR MAP

Each year we build a map of garage sales so you may use it as a guide to find the 
garage/lawn sales in Aurora.

This year will be no different, so if you are planning to have a garage/lawn sale this 
year, please do not hesitate to call us with your information.

Anyone having a garage/lawn sale within the boundaries of Aurora qualifies for a 

Thank you to Sean Herbinson of ReMax Realty for sponsoring our map.  

HOME FOR SALE 
in charming old Aurora. 3 bedroom, 

2 bath, 48’ x 216’ feet.
Asking $429,900. Great lot to build
your dream home! # 416-704-7414

GREAT JAZZ DRUMMER
looking for fellow musi-
cians. Would like to form
Dixieland band in Aurora.
Pls. contact John. 416-
452-7708

Thank you 
Thank you to all those who

remembered 
Dr. William (Bill) Diamond 

with heartfelt notes, flowers and 
generous donations to Southlake

Regional Health Centre Foundation.
Your overwhelming support has been
a wonderful tribute to how important

Bill was to his family, friends and
patients. Your expressions of 

sympathy will always be treasured.
A special thank you for the compas-

sionate care of Dr. Natheson, Dr.
Roberts, Dr. Bourne and John and 

all the ICU nurses. Many thanks from
Noreen, Arthur, Peter, Tim, Andrea

and their families.

I N S T A - R E N T
CORPORATION looking
for dependable, enthusi-
astic Delivery Sales
Representatives. To apply,
email your resume to
josh@rentcash.ca quoting
DSR-R41 in the subject
line. Please visit our web-
site http://www.insta-
rent.ca for more informa-
tion.

GREAT JAZZ DRUMMER
looking for fellow musi-
cians. Would like to form
Dixieland band in Aurora.
Pls. contact John. 416-
452-7708

YOU HAVE
BANK 

MORTGAGE
INSURANCE?

– not good!
Use life insurance 

company. It’s less
money – more cover-
age and it’s guaran-
teed. No if’s and but’s
we pay claim. We tell
you up-front not after
death.
Keith: 905-836-8526

PIANO THEORY
LESSONS
MRS. SEGAL

–CONCERT PIANIST
with 22 years experience.

Teaching all levels of
preparation for RCM

exams and competitions.
Please call:

905-727-7911

PROPERTY OWNER in
Aurora seeks part-time
yard work help. Hourly
rate. Start ASAP 416-452-
2194

                 MPM 
           Macdonald Property Management 

 

           
                      

                                          

Garden Design and Installation

905-727-1734

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD

AURORA HEIGHTS DR

WELLINGTON STREET WEST

HENDERSON DRIVE

B
AT

H
U

R
S

T
S

T.

Y
O

N
G

E
S

T.

SAT. MAY 3RD (SUN.RAIN DATE) – 9 Loraview Lane  8 a.m.

McClellan
Loraview Lane

Sean Herbinson
ReMax Realty 
905-727-1941



Aurora 
  PERFECT GIFT for 

Visit the 

Aurora Art Show & Sale 

to find the perfect piece(s) of art 

Aurora Town Hall 
1 Municipal Dr. 

ArArt 

www.e-aurora.ca

20082008

Looking for the 

 

to finish your home or office?

Looking for that

Visit the 

Aurora Art Show & SaleAurora Art Show & Sale 

to find the perfect piece(s) of art 

for all your needs and more!

PERFECT PIECE

Saturday
May 3rd 10 am - 5 pm 

Sunday 
May 4th 10 am - 4 pm 

Saturday
May 3rd 10 am - 5 pm 

Sunday 
May 4th 10 am - 4 pm 

For more information please contact (905) 726-4762

a valued employee?
Year of Arts, Culture and Heritage

Aurora Home Hardware 
Building Centre 
289 Wellington Street East 
Aurora, Ontario L4G 6H6

 

 
Buy 6 GAL of Beauti-Tone Paint or Stain 

and receive 

Sale prices in effect until 
Sunday, May 18th, 2008

Decking Stains & Timber Oil 

SemiTransparent 
Oil Stain 

Exterior Deck and Siding 
Oil Stain 

ALSO ON SALE
Cetol Deck Finish, 

Cetol 1, Cetol 23  Plus 

Designer Series
Latex Trim & Door Paint 

Only
$39.99$39.99Reg.$44.99

Designer Series Exterior Silk

Only
$39.99$39.99Reg.$44.99

Only
$34.95$34.95    Reg.$44.99

Only
$23.99$23.99    Reg.$27.99

Only
$25.99$25.99    Reg.$29.99 Only

$34.95$34.95    Reg.$43.35

We’ve Got Your Paint

PRESTIGE CARD
Don’t forget to ask for your Beauti-Tone

Paint and Stain Paint and Stain 

Sale

1 GAL of Paint 
or Stain           FREE

905-727-4751

WNEW

ENEW

GRAND OPENING
Friday, May 9 & Saturday May 10

IN-STORE SPECIALS & SAMPLES

Buy any 5 items and get a 
FREE BAG OF SOYBEANS

Buy 7 dips for $20 and get a 

* While supplies last

Bean Ladies

Deb’s Dips

24 Industry St., Aurora 
(Southwest Corner of Industrial Pkwy S. & Industry St. 

905-900-0220

Open Mon. - Sat., 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
www.DebiDoesDips.com 

www.beanladies.com

FREE DIP CHILLER*

Senior Scape Grief management kit 
donated by Thompson

The Aurora Seniors’
Association (ASA) has
received a donation of
a grief management kit,
kindly donated by the
Thompson Funeral
Home.

So often, the only
solace for grief is the
dulling of pain granted
by the passage of time.

But over and over
again, grief which can
be so utterly cruel and
crippling in mind and
spirit, needs more than
the mere passage of
time, and this gr ief
management kit is
available to members of
the  ASA.

I hope, sincerely,
that you never have
need for the kit, but if
you do, it is available on
request.

The show “A Visit to
Broadway” will provide
a day of fine entertain-
ment and is planned for
May 14, starting at 2
p.m. when the ASA
presents once more, an
exceedingly pleasing
and dynamic entertain-
er with exceptional abil-
ity to sing and dance,
Cara Chisholm.

Cara has played in
many outstanding pro-
fessional productions
over the years and
notewor thy are her
roles in the original
Canadian cast of Les

Miserables and
Phantom of the Opera.

The performance will
be one hour in length
followed by wine tasting
and a tasting of cheese
and hors d'oeuvres,
and after being fired up
and stimulated by the
singing and dancing of
Cara, a glass of wine
and the cheese and
hors d'oeuvres will rank
this day among our
most satisfying.

This is an exceed-
ingly good time of the
year to join with the
walking club.

The weather is just
r ight, the trees are
ready to bud and new
walkers are always wel-
come so, if you have
any plans to increase
your exercise, easy
walking with a group is
an activity to be regard-
ed as a not to be
missed opportunity.

The walkers meet at
9.30 a.m. at the seniors
centre, unless condi-
tions are poor.

This is also a splen-
did time to become a
member of the ASA,
which is an organiza-
tion with an extraordi-
nary viabil ity and
capacity to improve life
for seniors, particularly
those who have retired
and who have not man-
aged yet, to fully inte-

grate into a life not gov-
erned by the demands
of employment.

If you find yourself
searching for an outlet
for your emotional and
physical desire to be
useful to yourself and
to others, the ASA is
the most likely place to
find what you require.

The following list of
regular activities pro-
vides you with means to
form an educated opin-
ion.

We offer painting
and drawing, sewing
and knitting, scrabble,
bingo and card games
of all descriptions and a
chess club, plus a pool
room with snooker and
billiards.

We have pickle ball,
badminton, photogra-
phy mostly of the digital
variety which bonds
with the fabulous set of
computers in the com-
puter room so that at
times we are not sure
whether we are
engaged in digital cam-
eras or computers, or
actually both and at the
same time.

We have a book club
and carpet bowling and
a range of programs
that provide amuse-
ment and exercise.

We also have the lat-
est addition to our list
of hands-on activities,

14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

which comprises a fully
equipped wood working
shop which should meet
the highest expecta-
tions of anybody, and
then some, and is limit-
ed only by the size of a
wood working project.

And we always have
room for those who dis-
play leadership and

administrative qualities,
qualit ies which when
used creatively, can
provide an extraordinar-
ily satisfying approach
to employing voluntary
retired time in a 
manner which impacts
immensely in good
ways on so many 
others.

Week of April 29, 2008 - 19 

 

By BRIAN WARBURTON
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