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Holiday time
In order to give the staff some well deserved time off, The Auroran will not publish

an issue next week, August 4.
The next edition of The Auroran will come out August 11.

Jazz + Festival
Aurora’s first jazz plus festival will happen this weekend at the Town Park.
Organized by Sher St. Kitts, the event will feature several brands of music and take

place at the park between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
If you’re planning to attend, take along a chair.
Organizers are hoping the day of music will become an annual event.

Centre will remain dry
The Seniors' Centre will remain

dry a little longer.
At last week’s council meeting a

motion to permit the Aurora
Seniors Association (ASA) to
obtain a liquor license for the
Seniors' Centre was presented.

Charles Sequiera, president of
the ASA spoke to provide further
information on their request.

He noted that the intent was to
initially use the licence only at 45
or so special events during the
year. Beer and wine consumption
would be restricted to specific
rooms of the facility.

He asked the town to hold the
licence, with the seniors covering

all costs, such as insurance and
license fees, and doing all the
work.

The town would receive a por-
tion of the revenues, and the sen-
iors would have enhanced servic-
es, and perhaps attract more mem-
bers.

He described it as a win-win sit-
uation for both sides.  

Unfortunately, while the request
from the seniors was for the town
to hold the licence, the actual
motion before council was to per-
mit the ASA to obtain a licence.  

Council questioned staff as to
whether this type of arrangement
was in place elsewhere in town.

Staff replied it was not.
While town facilities, such as

Theatre Aurora and the soccer
club are licensed, these organiza-
tions hold their own liquor licences,
not the town.

Since this would set a new
precedent, council was leery to
approve the request for the town to
hold the licence without further
information.

The issue was referred back to
staff members to provide more
details, including options, and the
pros and cons to the town of such
an arrangement.  

This will be discussed at a
council meeting in the Fall.

Allison Petts, right, checks on the weather before she and
Meghan Kerr put out several items for the Hillary House Lawn
Sale Saturday. Eventually, the sale was cancelled but will be
rescheduled.                               Auroran photo by David Falconer

Smart meter customers
get switched over first

Aurora will be the first muncipal-
ty to have customers switched to
new rate structure starting
Saturday. But customers must have
a smart meter.

PowerStream, the utility which
delivers power to Aurora, will begin
a two-year process of switching all
residential and small business cus-

tomers in its service territory to the
provincially mandated Time-Of-
Use (TOU) pricing structure.

About 16,000 residential smart
meters have been installed in
Aurora.

The first group to be migrated to
TOU rates will be about 1,800 resi-
dential customers.

Last month, these customers
received an information package
from PowerStream introducing
them to TOU rates and providing
advance notification of the change.

A follow-up “reminder” package
with additional information on TOU
pricing is scheduled to be delivered
to these same customers sometime
in August.

By the end of December, all res-

Please see page 13

Councillor could
bring own lawsuit

An adver tisement which
appears in this issue of The
Auroran is in direct contraven-
tion of Provincial Statute
223.5-1, according to
Councillor Evelyn Buck, at
whom the ad is directed.

“The Town's Code of
Conduct requires complete
confidentiality in the process,”
she said. “The Integrity
Agreement includes a process
agreed to by the Town, 
also requires complete confi-

dentially in the process.“
The councillor made it clear

Saturday she will not sue the
Town of Aurora for libel, but
may bring suit  against others
involved.

Please see page 12
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COMING EVENTS
CONTINUING

The York Regional Police Male Chorus is
looking for new members. You do not have to
be a police officer nor are you required to read
music to volunteer. The group rehearses
Monday evenings between 7.30 and 9.30 p.m.
For further information, contact the chorus
supervisor at 905-727-9676 or the coordinator
of volunteer services for YRP at 905-830-0303,
extension 6717.

* * * *
The Adult Bereavement Support Group

offers a chance to learn how to cope with the
loss of a loved one. Fred Bullen has given the
use of the Aurora Lions Club and Brent
Forrester of Thompson Funeral Home will pro-
vide administrative cost so that this service is
given free to the community.  Contact maries-
griefjourney@yahoo.com to reserve a seat or
get further information.

* * * *
Aurora’s Air Cadets meet every Tuesday

night at Cardinal Carter School from 6.30 p.m.
to 9.30 p.m., and offer a program for 12 years
and older boys and girls. 

* * * *
Aurora Opera Company's Children's Chorus

is a new treble voice choir dedicated to educat-
ing, nurturing and providing opportunities for
children to express their musical abilities. The
chorus is open to boys and girls in Grades 1
through 12 and consists of two choirs: Angel
Choristers, a training choir for six and seven-
year-olds and the Children Chorus, open to
eight to 17-year-olds. To audition, contact gen-
eral director Sarah Kyle at keepsing-
ing@look.ca.

* * * *
CHAT'S Community Home Assistance to

Seniors is looking for volunteers to assist with
the activities in its Adult Day Program. The
positions call for a commitment of a few hours
a week at its Aurora location. Various times are
available. Call Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Tuesday from 9.30 to 11 a.m. it's

Story and Playtime at Aurora Cornerstone
Church, 390 Industrial Parkway South for tots
(age 0-4 years) and their caregivers for coffee
or tea. Call 905-841-8883 for further details.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the

Pioneer Club for boys and girls, age three to
Grade 4 and the Junior High Club for boys and
girls, Grades 5 to 8, will be held at the Aurora
Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway
South. For more information call 905-841-8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every

Wednesday at the Community Bible Church on
Bathurst Street just south of Henderson from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m. For more information e-mail Judy
Hoffmann jhoffmann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing every Friday

morning at St. Andrews' Presbyterian Church
beginning at 10.30 a.m. No partners are need-
ed and beginners are welcome. 

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday

evening at 6.30 p.m. at Gabriel's on Yonge
Street. New members are welcome. For further
information call 905-841-1352.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge

148 meets the first and third Tuesday of each
month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street, south of
Wellington. For more information call 905-830-
9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first

Thursday of each month at the Rising Sun
Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third

Saturday each month at 57 Mosley Street at
10.30 a.m. Coffee Club at 9 a.m. and lunch at
noon. Call 905-727-3032 or 905-727-1080 for
more information.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every

Tuesday night at Trinity Anglican Church,
Victoria Street, at 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at

the Aurora Legion at 7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-
9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women

holds monthly meetings at the Aurora Legion
with a variety of speakers. Contact Beverley at
905-727-2151.

* * * *
The Aurora Seniors Evergreen Choir prac-

tice in the West-McKenzie Hall of the Seniors’

Centre, every Wednesday from 2.30 to 4.30
p.m. under the direction of Enid Maize.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29
Concert in the Park features the Fresh

Horses, a Tribute to Garth Brooks. Event is free
but participants are encouraged to bring a
donation for the Aurora Food Pantry. Event
begins at 7 p.m. in the Town Park.

THURSDAY, JULY 30
Time for Toddlers, ages 14-23 months, at

the Aurora Public Library. A bouncing, tickling
and singing good time as toddlers are intro-
duced to stories, rhymes and fingerplays.
Toddlers must be accompanied by an adult.
9.35 a.m. The fee is free with registration.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12
Concert in the Park features the Toronto

Alstar Jazzband. Event is free but participants
are encouraged to bring a donation for the
Aurora Food Pantry. Event begins at 7 p.m. in
the Town Park.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15
Doors Open Aurora, 2009, takes place from

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

AUGUST 17-21
Hillary House Summer Program for Kids

takes place at Hillary House National Historic
Site on Yonge Street. For $15 a day or $70 for
the week, children, ages 6-10, can learn and
play during half day programs. Daily themes
include: Teddy Bear Picnic, Butterfly Garden,
Tea Party, Movie Day, Olympics, and
Superhero Day. Pre-registration is required.
Call 905-727-8991 to register and for more
information.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19
Concert in the Park features Benny and The

Jets, A Tribute to Elton John. Event is free but
participants are encouraged to bring a donation
for the Aurora Food Pantry. Event begins at 7
p.m. in the Town Park.

MONDAY, AUGUST 31
Inaugural Mardi Gras Golf Tournament 

in support of the Southlake Cardiac 
Care Program takes place at the King 
Valley Golf Club on Dufferin Street west of
Aurora. For more information, visit
www.mardigrasforsouthlake.com.

50%up
to OFF

Rockport • Clarks 
Birkenstock • Columbia • Mephisto 

Naot • Franco Sarto • Merrell
selected             and many more!

DON’T FORGET - EARN FREE SHOES - JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

SHOES
Est. 1970

(905) 727-939114800 Yonge Street, Aurora Shopping Centre

WHERE GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT!

SALE
SUMMER

Featuring:

Quantities may be limited, so please, 
SHOP EARLY FOR BEST SELECTION.

www.omarsshoes.ca

SALE EXTENDED

15055 Yonge St., Aurora

905-727-2952

Park Place Manor
Retirement Residence

www.chartwellreit.ca
*Some conditions apply.

VEGAS THEMED
PARTY!

August 11th at 2:30pm

Enjoy games, refreshments
and live entertainment 

featuring Vegas hits of the
past! Call for more details.

Move In By
August 31st &

Receive 2 Months
Rent FREE!*

Why Choose Park Place Manor Retirement Residence?

At Park Place Manor, we provide all inclusive services
and programs to enhance your independent lifestyle
in a residence you would be proud to call home.

• Elegant Dining
• 24 hour Emergency Response
• Housekeeping & Laundry Services
• Planned Activities, Outings & Events
• Assistance With Daily Living
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

gourmet
to go
Schnitzels 

our specialty

905-727-9561
14889 Yonge Street, Aurora 

www.graystonesrestaurant.ca

TOO TIRED TO COOK?

Let us 
prepare 
your meal. 
You Just 
Pick it up. 
take it 
home and 

ENJOY!

RELAX... 

10% DISCOUNT 
ON TAKE-OUT!
Sorry - no delivery available

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Aurora Shopping
Centre merchants

A & F Hair Elite
*905-727-6212

Amore Blooms
Flowers

*905-727-9865

Aurora Alterations
*905-726-9242

Aurora Dollars
Discount

*905-841-2497

Aurora Dry
Cleaners

*905-713-0095

Aurora Salon
Secrets

*905-727-1044

Beer Store
*905-727-4741

Bulk Barn 
*905-751-1822

CIBC Bank
*1-800-465-2422

Chris' No Frills

Clothing Outlet
*905-841-7652

Creative Colours
*905-727-0552

Day Break 
*905-726-3060

Dr. Charles 
Weingarten

Dentist
*905-727-9541

Ella’s Nails 
* 905-726-2468

5 Below Jeans 
& More

*905-841-7762

Fabulous Flicks
Video

*905-841-5768

Family Shoe Repair
*905-841-8922

Gourmet Bakery
& Deli

*905-727-2105

Henry's 
Fish & Chips

*905-727-8001

Kitchen Accents
*905-841-0885

Kodak Image
Centre

*905-726-4243

Northern 
Karate Schools 
905-726-8886

Not Just Cards
Hallmark

*905-727-1547

Oakridge Outfitters
*905-726-4063

Omars Shoes
*905-727-9391

Regency Variety
*905-727-6691

Sparkle Pharmacy
*905-727-2322

Staples/Business
Depot

*905-713-0367

The Source by
Circuit City

*905-713-2783

Van De Ven 
Car Wash

York Medical
*905-713-0404

  
FLICKS 
FABULOUS 

 

with this coupon
any rental 1 $ OFF expires Aug. 28th/09

905-841-5768 

VIDEO 

 Check out 
our prices!

Best in Town!

AURORA AURORA 
ALTERATIONSALTERATIONS

AURORA 
ALTERATIONS
Alterations and repairAlterations and repair

Uniforms Uniforms 
Wedding Dresses Wedding Dresses 

Men’s & Women’s Suits Men’s & Women’s Suits 
DressesDresses

Alterations and repair
Uniforms 

Wedding Dresses 
Men’s & Women’s Suits 

Dresses

905-726-9242905-726-9242

Make it memorable with 
exquisite Bouquets, 

Corsages & Centrepieces

Consult with 
our designers 
and choose 
from 100’s 

of styles

BIG BAND BONANZA
Live Band for your dancing and listening pleasure

At the

      AURORA LEGION
Saturday August 29th 7.00 p.m.

REFRESHMENT and SNACK BARS
Doors and Bars open 6.30 p.m.

Tickets:  $15.00               $20 after  Aug 27th.
Available at the Legion or call 905 727 2244

For the benefit of the Aurora Legion General Funds

N e w m a r k e t - A u r o r a
Member of Parliament
Lois Brown serves
Lorna Rummenie of the
Aurora Food Pantry dur-
ing a recent celebrity
server event at Aurora’s
Boston Pizza outlet. The
outlet is a sponsor of
the inaugural Aurora
Jazz + Festival all day
long this Saturday at the
Town Park.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer

Rogers
says yes
to live
broadcast

For all those political
junkies who can't wait that
extra day for their Aurora
Council fix, Rogers has
good news.

Council meetings will no
longer be presented the
next day, but will be tele-
vised live.

Following a successful
test run of this for last
week’s council meeting,
Rogers will be continuing
this practice.

But be forewarned that
you may be up past your
bedtime.

The most recent meet-
ing, which started at 7
p.m., ended well after mid-
night.  

If you miss a broadcast,
there will be no repeat
showings later in the week,
but the meetings will be
available on-line through
the Rogers website a few
days afterwards.

Council meetings are
usually held alternate
Tuesdays starting at 7 p.m.

The August schedule
identifies only one meet-
ing, tentatively set for
August 11.

Regular biweekly meet-
ings will re-commence on
September 15.

The dates of upcoming
meetings can be con-
firmed by checking the
town's website www.e-
aurora.ca.

✄

✄
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“Aurora’s  Independent 
Community Newspaper”

Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

Letter to the Editor

It’s time to come out of the closet.
Evelyn Flannigan is a friend of mine. Has been for

about 40 years.
Who?
You would probably know her better as Aurora

Councillor Evelyn Buck.
Yes, it’s the same person who smacked me with a

copy of my own newspaper one night during a commit-
tee meeting of Aurora Council a few years ago.

While I was incensed that such a thing had hap-
pened, it told me one thing: don’t make her mad.

Apparently, I did that night.
We were sitting on opposite sides of the council

table and I saw her get up and begin walking toward
me. I never, as they say, knew what hit me.

Interestly enough, a competition newspaper
reporter called me early the next morning to get my
reaction to what had happened.

The competition reporter - or any reporter from
competition newspapers for that matter - was not at
the meeting.

Someone tipped the newspaper off. I wonder who.
By the next morning, I had cooled down somewhat;

decided not to quit being an Aurora Councillor (yes,
the thought crossed my mind), and resolved that a
long-time friendship with a very intelligent woman
would not end because of the incident.

Since I am no longer on council (thankfully, I guess)
I have watched with interest as the current edition
tries to deal with Evelyn.

It’s obvious they can’t.
I have remained silent on the issue, because many

would call my interference “sour grapes”, and maybe it
is, but now I think the council has gone too far.

In a quarter-page ad in this week’s edition of The
Auroran (and I’m sure the competition got it, too)
council is attempting to silence the councillor.

I’m not sure they can do that.
I agree with a Letter to the Editor in this week’s edi-

tion which points out the councillor was elected by the
people and if the people don’t want her in that seat
they can vote her out at the next election, still more
than a year away.

While the author believes council is attempting to
get rid of Ms Flannigan, I don’t get that impression
from reading the advertisement.

Several members of council would likely be delight-
ed if Evelyn would simply go away, but, knowing the
woman, I don’t think that’s about to happen.

Evelyn loves a good fight, and from my position,
she has forgotten more than most members of the
existing council will ever know.

Which, I suppose, is “sour grapes”.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Got a note in the mail last week from the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce. Other members probably got
the same thing.

Seems they are still looking for sponsors for their
annual Business Achievement Awards night, and while
my newspaper might consider such a thing, it doesn’t
have a whole lot of money, so the quick answer, I
guess, is no.

But something else caught my eye, too.
The event is not being held in Aurora, rather it takes

place in October at The Country Day School on
Dufferin Street in King Township. Last year it was at
the Manor, a golf club also located in King Township.

“The Business Achievement Awards event is an
important local business tradition that recognizes and
celebrates business excellence in Aurora and your
generous financial support in your opportunity to give
back to the community,” the letter seeking my support
says.

Okay, hold the event in Aurora and we’ll talk.
Country Day School is a member of the Aurora

Chamber of Commerce and the chamber attempts to
support its members as much as it can.

However, it always leaves a bad taste in my mouth,
much like Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School going
to Newmarket to hold its commencement exercises,
which it has done for the last couple of years.

This motley group of students made up the Aurora High School Literary Society Executive in 1926-27.
The school, now known as Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School, was once located on the site of today’s
controversial Wells Street Public School, and the above photograph was taken on the front steps of that
building. The picture was found in the 1961 edition of the school’s yearbook - known as the Atom - and
was supplied to the yearbook by Rusty Crysdale.

It can be said
Ms Flannigan
is my friend

Resident wants sidewalks
included in reconstruction
A copy of the following

letter and follow-ups was
sent to The Auroran.

Ilmar Simanovskis, 
P. Eng.
Director of Public Works
Public Works Department
Town of Aurora

Dear Sir,

I have deep concerns
regarding the reconstruc-
tion of Foreht Crescent,
Sioux Gate and Kemano
Road.

Today, compared with
when I moved to Foreht
Crescent in the Spring of
1981, there is considerably
more traffic on these
streets and what appears
to be lesser regard to signs
and to speed limits.  There
are no sidewalks on this
street, on Sioux Gate and
part of Kemano.

Apparently, the decision
has been made and we are
now, not going to have any
sidewalks, but rather curbs,
which we do not have now,
and no ditches, which we
do have.

Only the original part of
Kemano cited in this plan is
to have sidewalks.

As I'm sure you are
aware, children use these
streets as vias to the five
schools fed by this commu-
nity: Devins Drive Public
School, Our Lady of Grace
Separate School, Aurora
Heights Public School,
Aurora Senior Public
School and Aurora High
School.

To get to school, work,
the park or to a friend's
home all residents have no
choice but to use the road
as a sidewalk.

My children are now
adults and live elsewhere,
but I do have grandchil-
dren, who visit and like to
go to the park close by to

play.
To get there, we must

walk on the road.
During the day, especial-

ly early and in the late
afternoon, there are many
children going and coming
to and from school, riding
their bicycles, using scoot-
ers and skate boards, or
out walking their dog.

Adults are also very vis-
ible, going to work, or walk-
ing the dog and seniors
take advantage of the nice
weather to exercise a pet or
just enjoy a leisurely stroll.

With the disregard to
signs, speed limits and
carelessness in driving
habits, it raises deep con-
cerns for the safety of all
persons, but mostly for our
children, who do not always
use good judgement and
are forced to use the road
as a sidewalk.

Just this past Thursday
evening while having din-
ner, a large white truck
sped by my house with a
medium sized car trying to
pass it on the 250-foot
stretch in front of my house
that runs between two
curves.

To add to this, there is a
small street, Sioux Gate,
that intersects Foreht on
that section.

There is a stop sign at
the junction of Foreht and
Sioux Gate, but from obser-
vation, it appears nine out
of 10 people don't actually
stop.

It is my understanding,
that the standards of infra-
structure for the Town of
Aurora for new develop-
ment, is for every street to
at least have a sidewalk on
one side of each street
within the town limits.

We are not second class
citizens and the safety of
our families is just as
important as for those in
other parts of the town.

In my opinion, the stan-
dard for all streets should
be the same, not just the
new sections of town and
the older sections that have
been fortunate enough to
now have sidewalks.

For those who have
lived in this neighbourhood
since these houses were
built and have patiently
waited for this promised
improvement it must feel
like a misguided trust.

For the sake of the safe-
ty for the children and our
community please recon-
sider this plan.

Carol Beaver
Aurora

Ms Beaver,

Thanks for your e-mail.
We understand your con-
cerns that sidewalks pro-
vide safer means of access

for pedestrians.
Director of Public Works,

Ilmar Simanovskis, will
review this matter upon his
return from vacation.
However, I was thinking
what will be the reaction of
the residents whose opin-
ion was the basis of the
decision for not including
sidewalk in the plan, in a
letter dated April 01, 2009.   

You have mentioned in
your letter that every street
in new developments is
built with one sidewalk at
least.

Please be advised that
minor streets and cul-de
sacs in new developments
are generally built without
sidewalks in compliance
with the Town's parking
standards. 

If you have any ques-
tions or concerns, please
feel free to contact me.

Please see page 8



Front Porch
Perspective

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

About three years ago I produced a column entitled,
"The top ten reasons why I love Aurora".

About a year after this, I produced a follow-up column
listing my top nine pet peeves.

I have not had to alter my initial "why I love Aurora"
list:

10) Aurora has an abundance of parks and green
spaces. 

9) Aurora Chamber of Commerce Street Sale - pur-
ported to be the world's longest.

8) Our family is blessed with having fantastic neigh-
bours (even after accounting for the fact that my mother-
in-law happens to be one of them).

7) The size of Aurora and its proximity to other com-
munities is just about right. We are close enough to
Toronto for those of us who travel to work but also far
enough away to maintain that "small town" feel. 

6) Volunteers - I was struck by the impressive nature
of volunteerism that goes on around us here in Aurora. 

5) The Auroran - It is important that we have a news-
paper that is dedicated to our community by dealing with
only local issues. 

4) The mural on the wall of the building located at the
corner of Yonge and Wellington is something entirely
unique to our community. 

3) War Memorial - for me, the cenotaph is a place of
reflection, solitude and introspection. The valour and

selflessness of the fine men memorialized there is most
humbling. In its entirety, the two structures are a simple
and regal monument to the fallen.

2) The Santa Claus parade is for me symbolic of our
small town nature. It is an absolute joy seeing all the
families lined up along Yonge Street waiting patiently for
Santa. It is a "must attend" event for our family. 

And the number one reason why I love Aurora is…my
wife Julie. She was raised and has lived most of her life
in Aurora. And besides, if I don't install Julie as the num-
ber one reason, I will never hear the end of it!

Additionally, I would have to equip the tool shed in the
backyard (which would henceforth become known as my
new sleeping quarters) with carpeting, cable television
(including the Golf Channel and CPAC) bar fridge and a
shower! 

Since the time the column was originally published I
have had to expand the list to 12 so as include the
Aurora RibFest and the Easter Egg hunt.

Although Aurora is a wonderful community in which to
raise a family, I do have a list of things that drive me to
distraction. I have pared down my initial published list
from nine to five items and also modified it somewhat.

So, with the appropriate apologies to David
Letterman, my top five pet peeves are:

5) The traffic at the intersection of Yonge and
Wellington. I'll bet the amount of greenhouse gases

spewing from the idled cars during the rush hour period
is just about as much as that emanating from the Town
Council Chamber on a typical Tuesday evening. The only
good thing is that driving southbound along Yonge Street
we get to look at the mural while we wait to turn east-
bound.

4) Only 38 per cent of eligible individuals in Aurora
voted in the last municipal election and only 55 per cent
of the eligible Newmarket-Aurora voters did so in the last
provincial election. 

3) Teenagers having multiple night parties while their
parents are away - tone it down a little or better yet,
invite my brother-in-law and me.

2) My mother-in-law lives 78 feet, three and one-quar-
ter inches directly across the street from me. I was hav-
ing trouble sleeping a while back so I watched television
until 2 a.m. The next day my mother-in-law said, "I saw
your lights on very late last night, doesn't anyone sleep
over there?" Our home may be on the market very soon!

And my number one pet peeve is…those of you
speeding through the various back streets of Aurora -
slow down, as there are lots of small children around.
And while you are at it, please turn down the music -
especially after 11 p.m. on a weeknight.

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Lists
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By Stephen Somerville 

"Thank you for joining me here at Wells Street School,"
said the parent, shaking the hand of the member of the
Board of Education. "As you know, many of us have con-
cerns about your Board's report suggesting that the school
be closed due to the need for expensive repairs. A number of
parents have asked me to follow-up to obtain some clarifica-
tions."

"Of course. Glad to help," replied the board member.
Turning towards the school he pointed, and said "First of

all, look at these serious fractures."
"Aren't they just surface cracks?" asked the parent, lean-

ing closer.
"You never know. Why, if some moisture got in there, a bit

of freezing and thawing and, well, the entire side of the build-
ing could just split right off, like an iceberg calving off a gla-
cier."

"From this one little crack? That seems pretty unlikely. It's
only a millimeter deep!"

"Always best to be safe when children are concerned.
And what about this," he said, pointing to a small discoloura-
tion on the brick. "This looks like mould. That can be deadly!"

"That's not mould, it's just chalk dust," replied the parent,
taking a closer look. "Someone must have been cleaning
blackboard erasers out here. Look, I just brushed it all off."

"You can't just brush off mould," scoffed the board mem-
ber.  "It takes hundreds of thousands of dollars to remediate.
And it's not even in the report," he noted, thumbing through

his copy. "We'll have to amend that."
"Well, what about the requirement in the document that

the building be earthquake-proof?" asked the parent. "That's
not an issue in Aurora."

"Actually, that point covers earthquakes, meteor strikes
and tsunamis."

"Tsumanis!  We're thousands of kilometers from the near-
est ocean! And how do you guard against meteors?"

"It's very expensive. Not just a matter of issuing the chil-
dren with hard hats, you know," he said, walking up the front
steps.

"Now, how about this," he continued, opening and closing
the front door.

"Looks fine to me," said the parent.
"Can't you hear the squeak?"
"Barely," she said. "But that's probably just a rusty hinge."
"But what if it's the wood making that noise? That could

be due to rot, or even termites. To correct that means replac-
ing all of the wood in the entire building."

"Every piece of wood? You can't do that."
"Probably not, so the alternative would be to tear the

school down, just like we recommended."
"And that's not all," said the board member, turning on a

drinking fountain. "See how low the water pressure is? That
explains why we'd need to replace all the pipes - probably
right back to the street."

"Can't the pressure be adjusted, and…wait a minute; you

haven't turned that up all the way. No wonder the pressure
seems low."

"Um…must be a fluctuation in the flow. In fact", he said,
glancing around nervously, and hurrying for the door, "we'd
better get out of here. If it's a boiler problem, it could blow at
any time!" 

Once they were back outside, the board member turned
and looked back at the school.

"I'm glad we came here today," he said. "It's really opened
my eyes."

"You mean you realize that many of the items identified in
the report have been exaggerated?"

"No, I now see how much we missed.
Mould...termites...There's probably an additional $6 million in
repairs here."

Postscript from July 14: In my last column, I described
a shop in town that did not seem to grasp the concept that it
should be open during the hours that it posted. It seems I'm
not the only one who's noticed this, as someone who con-
tacted me correctly identified the specific shop on their first
guess, observing "I could tell immediately who you were talk-
ing about. They're just the worst!"  

Sometimes, being the best at something in Aurora is not
a good thing.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com 

Inside Aurora
All’s not well that ends Wells

By Scott Johnston
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ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Letters to the Editor

Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

PO58005CN State Farm • Home Offices Aurora, Ontario • Statefarm.ca™

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

August 17–21st 
10:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. 

Cost $75 per child 
(for 3rd child or more–$25 each) 

210 Edward Street, Aurora 

Hosted by 

Kid’s Bowling 
 

The Gathering Place 
Includes: 1-2 hours of bowling each day; 

crafts, drama, games, music, and much more 
Also Daily Faith Lessons 

905-841--817
At Gateway Lanes 

Camp 

 
 
 
 

Plus,

OPEN Mon. - Fri. 9 - 6 Sat. 9 - 5 Closed Sunday
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BEND FARM

FARM
 

Farm Fresh 
Tomatoes, Green & Yellow Beans,
Cantaloupe, Beets, New Potatoes, 
Peas, Carrots, Spanish Onions, 
Peaches, Blueberries, Raspberries

Nectarines, Strawberries, 
Honey, Jams, Syrups & Oils
Mmmmmmmmmmmmm...

Come & get’em

EAT FRESH, 
EAT LOCAL!

Brian & Sue Feddema 
16225 Jane St. 
Kettleby 

Tel: 905-727-0023

fresh
Corn 
on the Cob 

NOW AVAILABLE
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Anniversary huge success, she says
To the editor,

To all who attended The
Aurora Town Park on July
18th, thank you so much for
helping Kerry's Place
Autism Services commemo-
rate such a significant mile-
stone: 35 years of providing
care and compassionate
support and service to indi-
viduals with Autism and
their families.

We took this opportunity
to recognize many staff who
had reached significant

milestone years of service
at this event.  

We are very proud of the
hard work and commitment
of so many volunteers,
including the entertainers
and the event committee
that made this event one of
the most successful and
memorable that we have
held at Kerry's Place Autism
Services (KPAS) with more
than 400 attendees.

Members of the Aurora
community who attended
the event spoke to me of

their increased understand-
ing of what we do and why
we do what we do at KPAS.

Our sincere appreciation
to Councillor Stephen
Granger and Sher St. Kitts,
who ensured our events
worked well together.

A wonderful example of
community partnership!

A very special thank you
to Mayor Phyllis Morris for
bringing greetings and pre-
senting KPAS with a com-
memorative certificate on
behalf of the Town of

Aurora.  
Everyone enjoyed the

delicious M&M Meat Shop
Aurora barbeque food
cooked and served by volun-
teers from the Aurora
Optimist Club.

Coffee and tea was pro-
vided courtesy of Starbucks
Coffee, Aurora-Bayview vol-
unteers.

The younger crowd
enjoyed orange drinks and
cookies provided courtesy of
Aurora McDonald’s.

The Bouncy Castle pro-
vided courtesy of Let's Party
was a huge hit.

All in attendance helped
to create a commemorative
mosaic tile mural, by painting
an individual tile with artist
Shauna Robbins and volun-
teers from Feeling Artsy.

The mosaic will be per-
manently displayed at the
Head Office on 34 Berczy
Street in Aurora.

We were amazed by the
talent displayed by staff and
supported individuals of
Kerry's Place Autism
Services.

Kerry-oke performances
by young and old completed
the musical portion of our
entertainment.  Stargate
Sound and Light ensured
that the sound of our enter-
tainers was enjoyed through-
out the park including the
Farmer's Market and Artist
In The Park booths.

Up Juggling provided an
outstanding juggling per-
formance and encore per-
formance.

An enthusiastic group of
children and adults took part
in their 'juggling workshop' -
I'm sure with hopes of per-
forming for us at next year's
event!

St. John Ambulance
Newmarket 910 volunteers
ensured everyone's safety,
while volunteers and their
dogs from St. John's
Therapy Dogs were on-hand

to talk about the support
they can offer to individuals
with Autism.

Autism Service Dogs was
also on hand and spoke of
their mission of "Fostering
the integration of children
with Autism by training, plac-
ing and supporting dogs that
offer safety, companionship,
and independence."

Their puppy-in-training
received lots of attention at
their display.

I wish to express my sin-
cere thanks to everyone on

the planning committee, our
event-day volunteers, Glenn
Rampton, CEO; Jay Sedula,
Board Member; the staff and
supported individuals who
entertained us and ensured
the success of the event.

Congratulations to every-
one who took part in any
way on the occasion of
Kerry's Place Autism
Services 35th Anniversary
Celebration.

Nancy Brouillard
Manager of Fundraising

Only electors can
decide Buck’s fate
To the editor,

As I follow the goings on
at Aurora Council regard-
ing Councillor Evelyn Buck
and her reported conflicts
with the mayor and her
supporters at Council, I am
left with the conclusion that
the latter group has deter-
mined Councillor Buck is
unfit to sit as a member of
Council and they have
taken it upon themselves
to banish her from their
ranks.

This all, with the sup-

port from legal opinion
after legal opinion all paid
for by us, the taxpayer.

I think the mayor has
forgotten one very critical
and fundamental piece.

They did not offer this
position to Councillor Buck.

We did.
We, the voters of this

community in a democratic
fashion elected Councillor
Buck to represent us.

I don't care if they dis-
agree but I do care that
they have mounted this
huge attack to remove her

from council.
It's a personal vendetta

and it's not their right to do
so.

If Councillor Buck is to
be reprimanded or disci-
plined, it will be by the vot-
ers at election time, not the
mayor and her cronies.

This is the most blatant
abuse of power I have
every witnessed and this
community should be up in
arms over this.

S. Browne  
Aurora

Eric Smith was a
passionate Auroran

home.
Many of us are passionate

about the quality of life in
Aurora.

Eric Smith, who just passed
on a few days ago, was one of
those passionate Aurorans.

He invited me to speak at
the Rotary Club as it was start-
ed through his efforts and we
have known each other ever
since.

He lived for so many years
with his family next to the
Dennis Williams family, who
was my accountant, on the cor-
ner of Kennedy and George
Street.

Eric and his family are the
real fabric of Aurora.

His kindness and broad
smile at whatever he became
active in was very special.

He brightened the lives of
many people but also the Town
of Aurora.

Thanks, Eric, for being so
passionate and loyal to Aurora
and one of the finest citizens we
have experienced.

To the editor,

Aurora, aside from its poli-
tics, is a great place to call

Speed bumps
on every road,
he suggests
To the editor,

Re: He wants stop signs
and speed bumps on Stone
Rd., Letter to the Editor, The
Auroran, July 21.

For cryin' out loud, let's just
put speed bumps and chicanes
on every street in Town along with
all-way stops or traffic lights at
every intersection.

It seems we're headed in that
direction anyway - why pussyfoot
around?

Let's just do it and put a stop
to all individualistic whining about
speeding.

Stewart Ivol
Aurora

Our condolences to all the
family and many friends in the
loss of a true Auroran, Mr. Eric
Smith.

Marten A. Mol
Aurora
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FOR THE BBQ

BEEF  • VEAL  •  PORK  •  LAMB  •  CHICKEN  • FISH

 
Get $2/lb. OFF 

Offer valid with original coupon 
Until July 31st 2009

OAK RIDGE 
MEATS 

AFF STEAK SPECIAL

“Kawartha Dairy”  Ice Cream
Gourmet foods: Cheeses, Paté, Hors d’Oeuvres, Lobster Tails, Crab Legs, Fresh Fish

STEAK    •    CHOPS    •    KEBABS ANY STEAK 
T-Bone; Rib eye; Sirloin; 

Fillet; NY Strip 

Formerly

✁

✁

 
 

We would appreciate non-perishable food items 
for donation to our local food bank.

NHL memorabilia available to purchase for signing! 

Look 
who’s 
coming to 

autograph session
on Tuesday, Aug. 4th
 from 2 pm to 4 pm 

SAVE 33% 
On remaining ’08 model Trilage hockey sticks 

SAVE 10%
 Darcy Tucker’s stick of choice! 
On the new ‘09 Trilage sticks... 

Rec Cycle N’ Sports 
15483 Yonge St., Aurora 

905-841-5757

Rec Cycle N’ Sports!

Darcy Tucker

Jazz Festival  
this Saturday

To the editor,

What’s new in Aurora? The
Aurora borealis is really light-
ing up with a Jazz + Festival
being born in Town Park,
Saturday, August 1st from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m.

George St. Kitts, myself
and a few dedicated friends
and volunteers have been
working hard to create a new
music festival here in Aurora’s
downtown core supporting
and highlighting our arts and
culture.

The Aurora Jazz + Festival
represents a new business ini-
tiative and is therefore in line
with the Town’s proclaimed
2009 Year of Business
Initiatives.

Festival goals and benefits
to Aurora:

1. Arts & Culture Boost:
Supporting and attracting local
artists to perform in Aurora.

2. Long Weekends. Aurora
is no longer an empty town:
Start more events happening
in Aurora on weekends and
holidays. Not everyone in
Aurora (population 52,000)
has a cottage, nor do they wish
to leave town. We’ve heard
from many at the Aurora
Farmers’ Market on Saturdays
they would like to enjoy a free
music festival right here.

3. Location, location, loca-
tion. Aurora is well located -
between Hwys 7 and 9  south
and north and the 404 and 400
east and west. It is easily
accessible to music lovers
from GTA, Barrie and beyond.
The Beaches Jazz Festival
draws people from all over
Ontario. So please invite your
family and  friends to join us.
Make Aurora a destination on
the civic long weekend.

4. Economy Boost:
Increase local business for
restaurants and hotels by
attracting customers and
music lovers to come and
spend time and money right
here in Aurora.

5. Safehaven Kids: Raise
funds and awareness for the
children and families of
Safehaven in Aurora.   

6. Young Artists: Support
and showcase our young
entertainers by providing them
a local venue to help them
become successful in their art.

7. All Genres of Music
Welcome: Something for
Everyone! Create a festival
that grows and showcases all

genres of music with Jazz as
its backbone. As the festival
grows to 2-3 days and possibly
several parks it could easily
accommodate all genres of
music. For instance a
Folk/Blues Concert;   Classical
& Jazz & Big Band/Swing
Concert; Country & Western
Concert; Gospel & Choirs
Concert and so much more. In
this way we can provide
Aurora with all kinds of enter-
tainers, performers and music
lovers.

8. Aurora Farmers’ Market
can become Ontario’s best
farmers’ market. A market that
supports not only local pro-
duce and goods but also local
entertainers, artists and musi-
cians.

9. Attract Citizens back into
Aurora’s Downtown Core:
Focus attention to use our Old
Town Aurora and gather in
Town Park the heritage/cultural
core.

10. You’re in Good
Company in Aurora where arts
& culture are supported and
growing! Also a chance to Go
Green by reducing carbon
footprints as more Aurorans
stay home.

11. Family Festival: you can
tell friends and family to bring
the kids to enjoy the Splash
Water Park and the huge sand
play area at Town Park, while
they enjoy great music, food,
produce and shopping at the
Aurora Farmers’ Market!

This first festival has poten-
tial to provide Aurorans with
fantastic entertainment, boost
local economy and help spe-
cial children of Safehaven.

It shines a Jazzy warm light
on Aurora attracting and sup-
porting artists, entertainers
and musicians. Everyone wins!

Visit our new website
www.aurorajazzfest.com for
more information on perform-
ance line-up.

This year we are going only
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. in conjunction
with the Aurora Farmers’
Market.  Essentially we’re put-
ting our toe in to test the water.

Please show us your 
support by coming to Town
Park this Saturday around
9 .30  a .m . and  b r i ng
chairs/blankets. There is a big
tent up for your comfort.

Bring your friends and 
family. It is free!

Sher St. Kitts
Snowball resident
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affo

4 Egg Rolls 
Sweet and Sour Chicken Balls 
Honey Garlic Breaded Spare Ribs 
Beef with Broccoli 
Chicken Chow Mein 
Chicken Fried Rice

MOON GARDEN
RESTAURANT Since 1969 

Dinner for

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3232$$ 9595

Winner 
2007, 2008 & 2009

OUR OIL CHANGE INCLUDES:
Lubricate All Door & Hood Hinges 
Use Warranty Approved Castrol Oil 
Install Warranty Approved Oil Filter 
Check & Adjust Tire Pressures 
Check Air Filter 
Check All Drive Belts 
Check All Signals and Lights 
Check Coolant Strength & Level 
Check & Top-up Fluid Levels 
Check Cabin Air Filter 
Check Tires and report on tire conditions 

Our locations are CAA approved and 
we are member of local Chambers 

and proud members of AARO. 
Mars Tire contributes to many 

local activities 
and charities throughout the area. 

When is GOODYEAR Aurora’s 10 year anniversary?

 
To the first 10 people that come into Goodyear Aurora 

297 Wellington St. E., 
Aurora •  905-841-8105www.fixmycar.ca

and correctly answer this riddle: 

10 FREE AIR MILES
No purchase necesary

Right insurance. Right price.
Right in your neighbourhood. 

® Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence.

For a free quote, call or visit us at:

404 & Wellington at the Wal-Mart Plaza, 905-841-7505

CREATE A FUTURE WITH PE ACE OF MIND

Sabir Hussain, P. Eng.
Municipal Engineer,
Engineering Division,
Public Works Department,
Town of Aurora

Mr. Hussain

Thank you for your reply
with clarification of street
standards in Aurora and the
copy of the survey results. I
have a copy of the survey
results on file and find it has
errors unless the town's
counting is different than
mine. 

On Foreht Crescent there
are 43 single homes and 17
semi-detached homes mak-
ing a total of 77 residences.

Even by subtracting half
the semis and take off the
homes that are on two
streets, as they are situated
on corner lots, which 
numbers six residences, you
get 54.

The 26 replies do not
even come to half even with
the reduced numbering.

Not too democratic.
The survey was written on

March 13th which would
mean Monday 16th could be
the earliest possible delivery
date to residents.

Cut off date was March
27th, 2009.

Of the 14 days given, nine
fell within the March break
when many families are away
on a mid-winter vacation.
Turn around time was short.

Mailing a response on the
last day meant it would have
reached your office at the
earliest March 30th.

Obviously many people
did not get their response to
your office on time.

The results dated April
01, 2009 were tabulated and
sent out in record time.

The survey is one of my
concerns, however, safety is
the primary issue.

Carol J. Beaver 
Aurora

Dear Mr. Hussain

I have several concerns
related to the reconstruction
of Foreht Crescent but the
major concern is the safety
of our children as well as
other residents in this com-
munity.

From page 4 The impetus for writing
this letter was an incident
cited in my enclosed letter
that took place last Thursday
evening in front of my house.

Fortunately there were no
children, or adults for that
matter on the street at that
particular time. Please read
and give the content special

attention.
Our children are our

future and deserve to have
our care and utmost consid-
eration for their safety.

Thank you for your con-
sideration.

Carol J. Beaver
Aurora

Reader seeks several sidewalks

History of Alcan in Aurora
It was a little plant that

grew and set some
records along the way.

The Canadian
Anodized Products
Company was established
in an old Aurora match
factory in 1946. It manu-
factured aluminum extru-
sions and anodizing. 

The extrusion process
involved placing aluminum
ingots into an extrusion
press and they were
thrust out at the other end
in a variety of shapes and
sizes. 

Anodizing was an elec-
trical process, which gave
the aluminum a perma-
nent protective coating
and making it receptive to
colours.

The firm dealt mainly
with finished products
such as ashtrays and
drinking glasses. 

Harry Smallwood
joined the company in
1947, a year after its
opening, and stayed with
the firm as plant manager
during several manage-
ment changes and corpo-
rate takeovers..

Lin Sauro purchased
the company in 1956. At
that time, it had 20
employees.

The firm moved to a 40
by 80-foot building at the
east end of Dunning
Avenue in 1960.

It was at this time that
a paint line was added,
the first in Canada.

In 1961, the little com-
pany joined forces with
Alanco Limited of
Montreal.

Towards the end of
1963 a large extrusion
press was added to the
plant, along with an addi-
tion to the plant. 

Then in July, 1965,
Alanco was sold to the
Aluminum Company of
Canada. Sauro remained
as president. By this time,
the firm employed 90 peo-
ple in limited accommoda-
tion. 

The takeover by Alcan
had little effect on
employees, as they
remained a family-type
workforce, working as a
team to put out a quality
product.

The extrusions pro-
duced from the presses
under intense heat could
be used for any one of
10,000 purposes, as
Alcan had that many dies
on file, including window
frames, shower doors,
tent supports or truck
trims. 

When the extrusion
came out of the press, it
was sent to the cooling
tables before being cut
into the required lengths
for individual orders.

It then went to the
aging ovens for seven
hours to be baked at 385
degrees F.

About 60 per cent of
the orders then went to
the paint line, and some
received the anodizing
treatment.

Labour problems sur-
faced at the plant in April,
1967, but a last-minute
settlement averted a
strike by the 80 members
of the United
Steelworkers.

The two-year agree-
ment provided a basic
hourly rate of $2.12 an
hour with a 10 cent an
hour increase in the sec-
ond year. 

By July, 1969, business
had improved making it
necessary to construct a
$1.4 million addition to
the plant to provide for a
second extrusion press
and more painting and
anodizing facilities. With
the addition, the work-
force was increased to
approximately 180
employees.

The Aurora firm was
honoured at the 1975 con-
ference of the Industrial
Accident Prevention
Association with the pres-
entation of the 1974
President's Award in the
100 to 249 employment
group for showing the

greatest improvement in
their safety record over
the previous year.

In January, 1977,
thieves made off with 88
aluminum ingots weighing
about 90 pounds each.
They cut the lock off the
gate of the company's
compound and made off
with their loot, valued at
about $4,000.

In August, 1978, the
plant was shut down due
to a labour strike. Workers
rejected a 38-cent per
hour increase for 1978
and a 40-cent per hour
pay hike in 1979.

The average wage for
employees at that time
was $5.79 an hour. It was
the first strike in the histo-
ry of the Aurora plant.

After an 18-day strike,
the workers voted to
accept the offer of a 49-
cent per hour increase in
the first year and a 45-
cent per hour increase in
the second year, plus
other benefits. 

In October, 1984, the
Aurora plant took on a
higher profile within the
Alcan family.

Along with plants in
Laval and Vancouver, the
Dunning Avenue plant
became a company flag-
ship instead of a satellite
operation.

Later Bon L Canada

Inc. occupied the plant
and produced, sold and
serviced aluminum prod-
ucts. Then the buidling
was sold to Van Rob who

used it for a while to man-
ufacture car par ts. The
company has since moved
out and the building is up
for sale.



THE AURORAN, Week of July 28, 2009 - 9

When we all use electricity during peak times, it puts a strain
on the system. A simple change like running your laundry and dishwasher
after 10pm and on weekends canmake a big difference. Time-of-Use rates
will help us to smooth demand at peak times – for a more reliable electricity
system.

Avoid a system
overload

Time-of-Use rates
with 

For more information call us or  visit our website.

Vaughan & vicinity     905-417-6900
All other areas  1-877- 963-6900 www.powerstream.ca/smartmeters

Ontario is introducing new Time-of-Use rates to help smooth “peak
demand”.

Artist Herbert Pryke has one of the paintings in the
book "Connecting with Nature”. The book features
20 York Region artists and contains 20 paintings of
the Oak Ridges Moraine.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Former principal
becomes author

"My Grandfather's Mill" is the
fascinating history of the Melnyk
and Tatomyr families as it traces
their deep Ukrainian roots in
Galicia written by Andrew
Melnyk.

The name Andrew Melnyk
may not be known to many
Aurorans but to recent students
of Dr. G. W, Williams Secondary
School it is a familiar name as he
served as principal there from
1998 until his retirement in June
2000 after 35 years in the edu-
cation system.

He and his wife were recog-
nized by the school board on his
retirement with a presentation.

Chrystyba Tatomyr and
Andrew Melnyk were born in
war-torn Galicia in villages locat-
ed some 200 kilometers apart at
the height of the Second World
War.

As the Red Army advanced
on their villages, their families
escaped to the American soil of
Austria and Germany.

They lived in Displaced
Persons camps for several years
before finally finding freedom in
the United States and Canada.

Years later, as young adults,
they met while skiing in

Q u e b e c ' s  L a u r e n t i a n
Mountains.

They fell in love, married and
almost 50 years after their dra-
matic escape, returned to a
newly independent Ukraine.

The book is an excellent
example of how knowledge
about where people came from
helps to understand who they
are.

In May, 1999, while principal
at Williams Secondary School,
he arranged for a Cessna air-
craft with pilot Manfred
Schalburg to fly over the school
so that art teacher Andrew
McClure and a reporter could
take pictures when the school
held a fire drill to evacuate the
building in the event of a major
disaster.

It was decided that if the stu-
dents were going to be on the
playing field for the evacuation
drill they would form up to spell
the word  "Wildcats", the name
of school teams.

Following his retirement from
the York District School Board,
he travelled to several countries
as teacher, principal and admin-
ister before writing "My
Grandfather's Mill".

Trail system through Aurora
continues to cause discussion

The expansion of the
town's trail system contin-
ues to provide much fodder
for discussion, with several
elements covered at the last
council meeting.

First up was the pro-
posed trail connecting
Timpson Drive, at Elizabeth
Hader Park, and Kennedy
Street West.

The trail follows a small
stream, and the outstanding
issue was whether the
southern part of the trail
should run along the west or
east side of the creek.  

Option A proposed the
path along the wooded west
side, while Option B would
have the trail travel through
a mainly open area on the
east side in full view of
Murray Drive.

Based on a survey of
residents, both town staff
and the majority of respon-
dents favoured Option A,
which being in a forested
setting was felt to provide
more of a natural trail expe-
rience.

This option would also
require the construction of
one less bridge across the
creek, which would realize a
savings of up to $30,000.

Despite an original lean
to Option A, in their June
meeting the Leisure
Services Advisory
Committee (LSAC) ended
up supporting Option B, with
the trail being placed as far
from Murray Drive as possi-
ble.

At last week’s meeting,
Bernard Moyle, speaking on
behalf of homeowners on
the west side of the creek,
confirmed their opposition
to Option A.

They felt that the path
would run too close to their

properties, and present
issues with safety, trespass-
ing and environmental dam-
age.

Council agreed with the
LSAC recommendation and
approved Option B.

Not long after this deci-
sion, another proposed link
in the town's trail system
was causing waves, this
time in the south end of
Aurora.  

Council had previously
approved a new section of
trail be established west of
Benville Crescent in the
area of Bayview Avenue and
Vandorf Sideroad.  

Staff was preparing to
begin work on this when
opposition was identified
from local home owners.

Based on the information
presented by resident John
Mahler in the Open Forum
portion of the meeting, the
proposed trail did not go
anywhere, and ended in
Evans Park, which was a
space geared towards chil-
dren.

Their concerns of securi-
ty, trespassing and displace-
ment of wildlife echoed
those expressed earlier by
the people living near the
proposed trail near
Elizabeth Hader Park.

Mr. Mahler noted that two
petitions had been present-
ed to the town about this,
but councillors seemed
unaware of them.

In discussions later in the
evening, Councillor Stephen
Granger said that he did not
agree with some of the
statements made earlier
about the Benville trail.

He was familiar with that
area, and felt that the pro-
posed trail did in fact pro-
vide logical connections

with the existing trail system
at the Vandorf Sideroad. 

Although staffers already
had approval to proceed,
they wanted council to be
aware of this recent opposi-
tion, and were looking for
direction.  

Despite the fact the pro-
posed trail had already been
reviewed and approved by
the Trails Subcommittee,
LSAC, and council, council
moved that it be sent back
to LSAC for their comments.
Based on the committee
schedule, this will likely be
at the September 17 meet-
ing.

But what is the point of
all of these trails without a
trail masterplan?

Another item approved
last week was that staff
apply to the Ministry of
Health Promotion for a
Healthy Communities grant,
not to exceed $60,000.  

These grants are avail-
able through the Ministry to
fund costs associated with
trails planning and market-
ing programs.

One condition of the
funding is that a third party
partner must be on board,
and contribute 20 per cent
of the total project cost. 

If successful in obtaining
the grant, the town would
use the funds to cover a por-
tion of the costs of the
Municipal Trail Master Plan,
including the hiring of a con-
sultant to finalize maps,
draft user policies, and
assist in the public consulta-
tion process. 

Two challenges facing
the town with this grant pro-
posal: the deadline for sub-
missions was July 24, and
they do not have a third
party partner.

Staff noted that they are
still trying to confirm the def-
inition of a partner.

As for the tight deadline,
Klaus Wehrenberg, head of
the Trails Subcommittee,
said that it was his under-
standing that the town
would have a bit of leeway in
the deadline.

Council approved the
motion. 

As for the Nokiidaa Trail,
the ball's back in Aurora's
court.  

The Nokiidaa Trail is 20
km long pathway through
the East Holland River
Valley, connecting the towns
of East Gwillimbury,
Newmarket and Aurora.

At the meeting, council
had before it a memo from
the Town of Newmarket not-
ing they had approved the
completion of the Tom Taylor
Trail through the Holland
River Valley south of Mulock
Drive at a cost of almost $1
million.

A connection with the
Aurora trail system north of
St. John's Sideroad would
fill a key remaining gap in
the Nokiidaa Trail.

However, the location of
the final part of the Aurora
trail near McKenzie Marsh is
still under discussion, as
residents in the area have
raised objections to the pro-
posed route.

In the memo, Newmarket
staffers advised they would
exclude the connection of
the south boundary of their
trail pending a decision by
Aurora on the route of their
portion of the connecting
trail.

Aurora Council moved
that the Newmarket memo
be referred to Leisure
Services staff.
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Advantage Lakewood 
Travel & Cruise Vacations

7670 Yonge Street (at John)
Thornhill, On L4J 1W1

905-881-3502

Everyone has a list of places 
they want to see and visit in 
their lifetime.

A “bucket list” that they would 
like to start ticking off! Renting a
private villa in France, going on 
Safari in Africa, or simply 
watching the world go by while 
slowly cruising the rivers of
Europe - let us help turn 
those dreams into the 
memories of a lifetime. When you have 
planned all your life, you don’t want to 
leave any detail to chance.
 
Our caring and knowledgeable staff specialize in 
many travel products and destinations and offer advice 
and guidance to help you find the perfect vacation.
 
Call the Lakewood Professionals today, tell us your dreams 
and we will build “incredible” and deliver you the world.
 

• Senior travel groups & packages
• Cruise and River Cruising specialists
• Sandals  Resorts specialists
• Exotic destination escorted or independent
• Flights, hotels, customized Tours

Tune-up for Fall 
Wednesday Nights 
July 15 – Aug 26 

Pins over average Tournament 

Last day – Aug 26th 
Only $8 – 

includes three games 

Tune-up for Fall 
Summer Bowling 

Gateway Lanes 
210 Edward Street, Aurora 

905-727-2900 

         905-841-1030
Direct: 416-460-0453 HONESTY and INTEGRITY

GOOD OLD FASHIONED HARD WORK

BROKERAGE

MARTIN READ

www.martinread.ca

Sales Representative

The Right Choice

WINNERS

Aurora Jay Mosquito
team thumps Thornhill

The Aurora Jays
Mosquito rep team scored
a resounding 12-1 victory
over the Thornhill Reds last
week.

Jays took the lead in the
first inning on a hit by
George Caccamo, but it
was in the fifth when the
Jays turned up the heat.

George Caccamo hit a
bullet out to centre for a
triple. He got on base every
time up to bat with two hits
and two walks.

Joey Leger was on fire,
hitting three for four with a
double.

Lucas Bulmer held a hot
bat also going three for
four.

Other players who had
hits were Austin Skelhorn,
Donato Caccamo, Adam
Starr, Jake Nizio, Connor
Irving and Jamie Finlay.

The Jays defense was
impenetrable with catcher
Irving throwing out two
bunts.

The victory would not
have been possible were it
not for the outstanding per-
formance on the mound by
southpaw Nizio who had a
no-hitter going into the
fifth.

Jake threw four stike-
outs and gave up only one
hit and four walks.

Finlay also provided
solid pitching with two
strikeouts, allowing only
one hit. He caught a blaz-
ing line drive to the mound
to finish the game.

The game went six
innings with 15 hits scoring
12 runs by the Jays.

The Mosquito Jays
coaches Doug Bond,
Randy Skelhorn, Wayne
Wallace and Carol
Walthers were pleased
with the win and the steady
improvement of the players

as they prepare for the
YSBA playoffs.

YMCA fails to gain foothold
in Aurora and Newmarket

On January 15, 1962,
William Jones appeared
before Aurora Council on
behalf of a group interested
in the possibility of establish-
ing a YMCA/YWCA in
Aurora.

He said a meeting had
been held a month earlier
with officials of the YMCA
and information was received
about obtaining such a facili-
ty in Aurora. About 40 people
attended.

At the council meeting,
councillors established a citi-
zen committee to investigate
the possibilities of a
YMCA/YWCA in Aurora. 

The committee was asked
to carry out a survey of exist-
ing facilities for recreation
and citizenship training in
Aurora.

It was reported that while
sports activities were highly
organized, there was a lack
of a facility for the hobby-
minded or activities of an
individual participation type.

There was a lack of space
due to church and school
activities and there did not
appear to be any available
courses for the study of citi-
zenship, municipal affairs,
current affairs, economics
nor were there any debating
societies.

By November, 1965, if
Mrs. Donald Willis had her
way, Aurora would have had
a YMCA and a YWCA. She
pointed out that the town had
many schools with gymnasi-
ums.

In February, 1969, during
discussion about the estab-
lishment of a youth centre in
Aurora, a special committee
of council was named to
investigate and report back
on the feasibility of a
YM/YWCA in Aurora, with a

year-round swimming pool
and the use of school gyms
after school hours.

The Aurora Jaycees
asked council to carry out a
poll of the citizens regarding
the formation of a "Y" in
Aurora.

In 1971 the Aurora
Kiwanis Club held a meeting
to discuss the formation of a
YM/YWCA in the
Aurora/Newmarket Area.

It was suggested that a
survey be carried out as to
the availability of recreation-
al programs at that time and
what programs were need-
ed, but there is no record of
the survey ever happening.

At the March 2002 meet-
ing of the Leisure Services
Advisory Committee, mem-
bers endorsed a Newmarket
resolution supporting the

establishment of a YMCA in
the area.

The Newmarket resolu-
tion indicated the municipali-
ty would be supportive of a
shared use facility in Aurora,
such as a youth recreation
centre or a family care cen-
tre, but would not support a
full-scale facility as proposed
by the YMCA.

YMCA representatives
had requested a funding for-
mula that would require the
municipalities to provide
one-third of the funding, with
one-third to be raised by
community fundraising and
one-third provided by the
YMCA.

The municipalities would
be required to provide suffi-
cient land along the
Aurora/Newmarket border to
accommodate a 45,000 to

60,000 square foot recre-
ational complex.

It was proposed that the
complex include a full-scale
fitness centre, pool, gym,
meeting rooms, an employ-
ment centre, family care cen-
tre and a youth centre.

Newmarket Council
expressed its willingness in
partnering with Aurora and
YMCA in the shared use
facility, other than for the fit-
ness centre pending discus-
sions with private fitness
centres in both municipali-
ties.

A survey of the fitness

Please see page 11
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Specializing in...
• Asphalt Paving • Interlocking 

• Concrete • Driveways • Parking Lots 
• Walkways & Curbs

• Excavation • Grading 
COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL INDUSTRIAL 

Call Charlie at 416-410-5026

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families.  
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions.

• 1/2 hour free consultation
• accepts Legal Aid 

#201 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0023 

e-mail: pmgaffney@fcibroadband.com

Patrick M. Gaffney

operators indicated that a
publicly-funded fitness facili-
ty in the area would be detri-
mental to their operations
and presented an undue
advantage due to public
funding.

An official of the Glenway
Country Club attended the
leisure services committee
meeting and expressed con-
cern about the Y moving to
the area. 

He noted that Glenway
was famous for its family
club and expressed concern
that the Y would initiate a
fundraising campaign, which
would have an adverse
impact on all fitness clubs.

Aurora residents also
attended the committee

meeting in support of the
YMCA proposal claiming it
would be beneficial to the
community.

It was suggested that the
town receive public input on
the proposal and proceed.

Aurora Council endorsed
the committee report recom-
mending support of the
Newmarket resolution on
condition that no public
funds were used.

YMCA officials said they
were not interested in pursu-
ing a partnership unless a
full-scale fitness centre was
included and that ended the
negotiations.

The Young Men's
Christian Association was
founded in London, England
in 1844 by George Williams,

From page 10

This group of soccer players - the U14 Boys Stinger All Stars who play soccer out of the Aurora Youth Soccer

Club - is a tournament team with players who play on individual house league teams during the week and then

travel to tournaments on weekends. Last week, they went to Owen Sound to the Scenic City Tournament and

played three qualifying games against Owen Sound (3-0 win), Sarnia (3-0 win) - Sarnia in the semi-final (3-0 win)

and finally Woolwich in the final where the team played an impressive game and won by another 3-0 victory. 

YMCA never happened here
a dry goods clerk and 11 fel-
low employees.

It was designed to
improve the spirit and mental
condition of young trades-
men, to draw them away

from the evils of the day.
The first Canadian Y was

established in Montreal in
1851 and in Toronto in 1853,
but one was never built in
Aurora or Newmarket.

TheAuroran.com

...is all about visibility

2) fill out the form.
3) pick a category 

To get your free listing in our Marketplace 

 

1)  Go to www.theauroran.com 

Businesses only please.

That’s it! Welcome, you’re in our MarketPlace

FREE BUSINESS LISTING
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Give Life to the Arts in Aurora!
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Took Driver Training  
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).
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Aug. 11 - 4 Days  •  Aug. 31 - 4 Days

60% OFF
UP TO

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6 
Sat - 10 - 9 

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted

 
15570 Yonge Street 

Aurora, On
(905) 727-7347

Aurora’s #1 Lighting Store

 

SUMMER SALE

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

100’s of styles to choose from

Opinion from The
Auroran’s lawyer indicates
she may have a case.

The information in the
advertisement has been
posted on the Town’s web-
site.

“The reason (for my
stance) is self-evident. No
legislation could legit-
imize a process whereby
any  carnival huckster,
charlatan, scam ar tist,
person or persons with
malevolent intent would
be given the right to make
scurrilous and unproven
allegations against an
elected official with
impunity,” she said. “There
is nothing I can say about
the action of these six
members of council that
could be more telling or
damning than their own
obvious and total lack of
comprehension about the
purpose  of the legisla-
tion. Their collective igno-
rance, bolstered by legal
advice, is astounding.

“They have made alle-
gations on cable televi-
sion. They have used the
Corporate Communication
system to broadcast alle-
gations and they have
submitted allegations  to
the print media to be pub-
lished at the expense of
the town treasury. 

“They have flagrantly
abused public resources

Councillor ponders lawsuit
to attack my personal
integrity and my reputa-
tion as a responsible
elected representative,”
she said. “They have con-
travened several sections
of the Code of Conduct. I
have the option of pursu-
ing a legal remedy. The
Code of Conduct pres-
ents a second.”

Among other things,
the Town is trying to stop
the councillor from pub-
lishing “disparaging”
remarks in her blog about
senior staff, but the coun-
cil lor told The Auroran
she doesn’t know what
they’re talking about.

A quick check of the
councillor’s blog items did
not reveal comments
about any member of
staff, although she has
taken a few lawyers to
task.

“They’re not staff
members,” she said.

“Due to the serious
nature of the comments

made by Councillor Buck,
council retained inde-
pendent legal counsel to
review Councillor Buck’s
blog postings, and to
advise council,” the ad
says. “Legal counsel con-
ducted a thorough review
of the materials and con-
cluded that Councillor
Buck’s publications con-
travened numerous provi-
sions of the Council Code
of Conduct, which includ-
ed unfounded  and com-
pletely unmerited public
criticism of staff in a man-
ner that unjustif iably
maligned their profes-
sional competence and
credibility.

“Legal counsel’s opin-
ion was detailed and
comprehensive and its
conclusions were amply
supported by a fair read-
ing of Councillor Buck’s
publications as well as by
her verbal statements
and actions.”

Aurora Council has for-

mally adopted a Code of
Conduct for its members
but Councillor Buck has
refused to sign it. 

“Given the serious
nature and the number of
contraventions of the
Code of Conduct and the
potential harm they may
cause to the Town and its
staff, council has there-
fore directed that a formal
complaint be sent  to the
Director of Corporate
Services to be forwarded
to the Town’s  Integrity
Commissioner in accor-
dance with the complaint
protocol,” the ad said.

The full text appears on
Page 13 this week.

Monday, July 20th:
North-South - Mary Oglanby
and Joan Rotenberg; Isobel
Garrett and Carol Bell;
Irene Kubica and Dorothy
Young. East-West - Suzanne
Nunn and Shirley Laurin;
Frank LaBlans and Dennis
McFadden; Elaine Hunter
and Carole Davidson.    

Aurora 
Seniors
Bridge

From page 1

Catherine Cook, an Aurora resident, program co-ordinator of the York Region Food Network, far right,
holds the ribbon as Aurora’s new garden location is officially opened Friday. One of three gardens in
York Region, it was originally established in 1996 and was moved from behind the Jack Woods home  on
Edward Street and Allaura Blvd. to the Alliance Park, a parcel of town-owned land on Industrial Parkway
South. The garden provides residents with individual plots of land, so they can plant, tend to, and har-
vest their own fresh produce. There are no fees to operate a plot in this garden and some of the items
that are grown are given to the Aurora Food Pantry. Several Aurora councillors were on hand for the
event.                                     Auroran photo by David Falconer
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YORK SPRING & RADIATOR

ON SALE NOW!

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

We Sell Them!
We Install Them!

TRAILER 
HITCHES...

Water Softening, Purification, 
Filtration & Sterilization Units

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

STATEMENT FROM TOWN OF AURORA COUNCIL
July 21, 2009

Several weeks ago Council became aware of a number of publications that were posted on Councillor
Buck’s weblog. 

The publications by Councillor Buck were disturbing in that they were highly critical and very 
disparaging of senior Town staff. 

Due to the serious nature of the comments made by Councillor Buck, Council retained independent legal
counsel to review Councillor Buck’s blog postings, and to advise Council.

Legal counsel conducted a thorough review of the materials and concluded that Councillor Buck’s 
publications contravened numerous provisions of the Council Code of Conduct, which included
unfounded and completely unmerited public criticism of staff in a manner that unjustifiably maligned
their professional competence and credibility. 

Legal counsel’s opinion was detailed and comprehensive and its conclusions were amply supported by 
a fair reading of Councillor Buck’s publications as well as by her verbal statements and actions. 

Contrary to Councillor Buck’s allegations, Town staff at all times acted appropriately, diligently and con-
scientiously in carrying out their duties and responsibilities to the municipality. 

Council respects and supports its staff and the efforts they make to ensure that the Town’s residents are
well served. 

Council has formally adopted a Code of Conduct for members of Council.  

Each member of Council, other than Councillor Buck has executed a copy of the Code of Conduct
signifying their commitment to adhere to the ethical standards expected of an elected representative
of the public.  

Legal counsel recommended that Council request Councillor Buck to apologize for her statements and
publications, retract them and agree to abide by the Code of Conduct. 

She has twice, once verbally and once in writing, been requested to do so.  She has both times
adamantly refused to do so. 

Council also received legal advice that recommended, in the event that Council's informal requests for an
apology and retraction were rejected and that given the serious nature of the contraventions, a formal 
complaint be filed with the Town’s Integrity Commissioner.

Disappointingly, Council's attempts to informally resolve the matter have not met with any measure 
of success.  

Given the serious nature and the number of contraventions of the Code of Conduct and the potential harm
they may cause to the Town and its staff, Council has therefore directed that a formal complaint be sent to
the Director of Corporate Services to be forwarded to the Town’s Integrity Commissioner in accordance
with the complaint protocol.

idential customers in Aurora
with a smart meter are
scheduled to be on TOU
rates.

It is expected that more
than one million Ontario
households will be on the
new pricing regime by next
summer.

In May, George
Smitherman, Deputy Premier
and Minister of Energy and
Infrastructure, announced
the province-wide implemen-
tation of TOU rates, saying
the rates will equip Ontarians
with real time information to
make smart decisions about
how and when they use elec-
tricity.

The rates reflect the reali-
ty that electricity costs the
most when demand is high-
est.

By shifting electricity use
to lower demand periods
consumers will benefit by
being charged for their elec-
tricity at a lower price.

Under the new rate struc-
ture, off-peak times occur on
evenings and weekends.
Currently, evening off-peak
hours start at 10 p.m.

As of November 1, off-
peak times will move to 9
p.m., offering Ontario families
an additional evening hour at
the lowest rate.

As of May 1, the three
TOU price points for electric-
ity are (per kilowatt hour):On-
peak: 9.1 cents; Mid-peak:
7.6 cents; Off-peak: 4.2
cents.

Earlier this year, Brian
Bentz, PowerStream’s
President and CEO, indicat-
ed how the company was
taking a leadership position
in this Ontario-wide initiative
by being the first large utility
to successfully complete
testing, integration and hav-
ing customer billing data

processed through the
province’s centralized Meter
Data Management
Repository (MDMR).

TOU electricity consump-
tion is measured by a smart
meter. There are currently
more than 2.5 million smart
meters installed in Ontario.

More are scheduled to be
installed thoughout the
province over next couple of
years with an estimated 3.6
million electricity customers
expected to be on TOU rates
by June, 2011.

For more information on

smart meters and TOU
rates, visit the Power
Stream website at
www.powerstream.ca/app/p
ages/SmartMeters.jsp.

PowerStream is the sec-
ond largest municipally-
owned local electricity distri-
bution company in Ontario,
providing service to more
than 315,000 residential and
business customers in
Alliston, Aurora, Barrie,
Beeton, Bradford West
Gwillimbury, Markham,
Penetanguishene Richmond
Hill, Thornton, Tottenham

From page 1

Aurora customers get
switched over first

and Vaughan.
It is an incorporated entity,

owned by the Cities of Barrie
and Vaughan and the Town
of Markham. 

Lumsden’s swans featured at Doors Open
By MICHAEL SEAMAN

This ar ticle in the
Doors Open series fea-
tures a rare opportunity
to see Harry Lumsden's
Swan garden, a unique
urban oasis, located at
144 Hillview Drive, which
was created by Aurora's
Harry Lumsden.

The garden is part of
his dedicated efforts to
reintroduce the majestic

Trumpeter Swan into
Ontario after being hunt-
ed out of existence in the
province more than 100
years ago.

Visitors to Doors Open
Aurora will learn about
North America's largest
water fowl, and
Lumsden's remarkable -
and successful - work

A retired biologist and
research scientist with
Ontar io's Ministry of
Natural Resources, Harry
is an international
authority on the grouse
family and waterfowl.

He grew up in
Scotland and first came
to Canada during the
Second World War when
he was training as a pilot
as par t of the Brit ish
Commonwealth Air
Training Plan.

After earning his
wings Mr. Lumsden
served in Europe, India
and Japan before return-
ing to l ive in Canada
after the War to take a

position with the Ministry
of National Resources as
a research scientist,
working with geese,
ducks, grouse and deer.

In 1982, while working
out of a research station
in Maple, Lumsden and
his colleagues were
assigned the task of
bringing trumpeter swans
back to the province. 

Trumpeter swans are
the largest waterfowl in
Nor th America (smaller
mute swans introduced
from Europe and Asia are
much more common:
they have an orange
beak with a knob on it
while trumpeters have a
black one).

The swans vanished
after being heavily hunt-
ed in Ontario since the
1700s both as a game
bird and a source of
feathers. The last one
was shot at Long Point in
1886.

Mr. Lumsden threw
himself into this valuable

conservation init iative
with much passion and
dedication and spear-
headed the formation of
the Trumpeter Swan
Reintroduction Initiative,
designed to re-establish
these native birds in
Ontario.

His intensive research
into the plight of the
trumpeter swan has led
to his breeding of the
swans in the province.

This began when
Lumsden obtained eggs
from Alber ta, where
Trumpeter Swans can
still be found, and used
mute swans to raise the
cygnets in ponds near
the research station.

Later when funds were
available, he bought
breeding pairs and enlist-
ed owners of ponds to
care for them and to
breed from them.

His passion for this
initiative led him to raise
trumpeter swans on his
own ponds in his back-

yard in Aurora, partnering
with the Toronto Zoo to
assist with egg incuba-
tion.

He has inspired many
volunteers to follow his
lead in breeding trum-
peter swans, successfully
reintroducing the birds to
Ontario.

For example, in 2003,
he was the leader of a
team that released 14
trumpeter swans into the
Callandar Bay area, near
North Bay.

The swans, brought by
Harry from the Minden
area, were released as
par t of the Trumpeter
Swan Reintroduction
Initiative and funded by
the Trillium Foundation.

After the release of the
tagged swans, amateur
bird watchers across the
province assisted him in
the tracking of the many
birds he has re-intro-
duced to the wild.

In 2004 Harry
Lumsden was named a
Member of the Order of

Canada, in recognition of
his outstanding work with
trumpeter swans in
Ontario, and his devotion
to the preservation of the
country’s natural her-
itage.

If you happen to see a
trumpeter swan in
Ontario, make a note of
the letter and number on
its yellow wing tag and e-
mail your f indings to
Harry Lumsden at the-
holtentwo@rogers.com.

Harry’s garden is one
of Aurora's hidden jewels
and a truly inspirational
setting.

It is sure to be a high-
light of the Doors Open
Aurora festival for 2009.

Visitors should note
that due to the unique
nature of the site, the
garden is to be viewed
through organized tours
only.

There will be four tours
on Doors Open Aurora
day, Saturday, August 15
- 10.30 a.m., 11.30 a.m.,
2 p.m. and 3 p.m.   



HENDERSON DR.

CARPET - I have sev-
eral thousand yards of
new Stainmaster 
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet
your living room & hall
for $389. Price includes
carpet, pad and instal-
lation (30 square
yards). Steve 905-898-
0127.

V A N  F O R  S A L E
2000 Grand Caravan.
140,000 kms. New tires,
runs great. $2500 
o.b.o. 905-713-5002 or
bob@auroran.com.

BUSINESS SERVICES�

• beginners to advanced
• ongoing classes 

• drawing & painting techniques 
• help students prepare portfolios for college and art school 

• no artistic experience necessary 
905-726-8883

Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 
Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV. 

mi.design@sympatico.ca 

 LEARN HOW TO DRAW & PAINT... 
just like the Masters

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

Thank you for
supporting 

THE AURORAN
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISERS

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING DEADLINE 
for classified word, semi-display advertising 

FRIDAY AT 3 PM 
for publication the following week. Thank you.

Please be advised The Auroran does 
not publish the first week in August.

� FOR SALE

� FOR SALE

� NOTICE OF LIEN

� GARAGE SALE

� HELP WANTED

� ITEM FOR RENT

CLASSES • SEMINARS •  WORKSHOPS • COURSES

If you would like 
us to search 

for a book visit us 
on-line at 

www.auroran.com 
then click on this icon  

R&R R R & & R R 
RevisitedRevisited

95 Edward Street

905-727-3300

Wellington Street East

Metcalfe St.
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R & R Revisited
95 Edward Street, corner 
of Harrison Avenue.

 Aurora’s #1 
book store

NEW & USEDNEW & USED BOOKS 

Open every day 10 - 4      
Sundays noon - 4

� FOR RENTBUSINESS SERVICES

OFFICE FOR RENT,
Yonge and Mosley area.
For more information, call
Telly at 905-717-4073.

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish. 
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033

Specializing in Stonework, Brick, Fireplaces & Glass Block 
30 years experience 

905-955-1726, 905-898-6782 

Brick • Block • Stone 
TAYLOR MASONRY 

Quality Workmanship by an 
Experienced Tradesman

www.taylormasonry.ca

P R O  P A I N T I N G
Int./Ext fast, clean, pro-
fessional & affordable,
last minute no problem!
9 0 5 - 8 9 8 - 3 4 4 5 .  
selectpropainting.com.

We Care Tutorial Services Inc. 

For information call:
1-877-WCTS-INC (928-7462)

Tutoring 
in the comfort of your own home 

since 1977

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  

Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  
The deadline for all classified advertising copy and Garage/lawn sales is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 76,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

(Byron) C-647-8295931

THE RELIABLE 
PAINTER 
Professional • Affordable 
• Fast • FREE Estimates  
Satisfaction Guaranteed

905-841-3450  
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD WEST

ORCHARD HTS. BLVD.

WELLINGTON STREET
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1) 62 Benville Cres. 8 am - 2 pm

Sean Herbinson
ReMax Realty 
905-727-1941

GARAGE SALE MAP

M
urray Dr.

better 
water
pure 
and 
simple™

SIX PACK OF
SAVINGS

Rent a Softener for 
$1.00 per month 

for 6 months & receive 
6 Free Bags of Salt!

Not valid with other offers. Installation not included. Offers and participation may vary. O.A.C. 

✁

✁

Ron Butler 

Cell: 416-818-5075

AUGUST 1 2009

Garage Sale Map 
locators are FREE to Aurora Residents Only

 
Protect Your 

Driveway 
Keep It Looking 

Like  New 

DRIVEWAY 
SEALING

905-841-8949 
416-520-6252

FREE ESTIMATES 

S & S 

Handyman services available
for all your household needs. 

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tom: 905-717-0517

SERVICES
HANDYMAN

GREEN  TRANSPORTATION

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: limousines@sympatico.ca

(AURORA BASED)

Hire a Hybrid 

“Green Limousine” 
for your next airport or downtown transportation.

From only $69.00! 
Call Alan @ York Region Limousines

This map is
Sponsored by:

SEMINARS, CLASSES,
WORKSHOPS & COURSES

CLEANING MAID 4 U.
Professional, affordable
prices starting at $50.
905-775-6466

� DRAWING CLASSES

� YOGA CLASSES � PILATES CLASSES � PHILOSOPHY CLASS

� PIANO CLASSES

� SWIM CLASSES

D R AW I N G  C L A S S  
& Summer Camp
www.yhartstudio.com/schedul
e.html Call 905-713-3650.

1-866-796-2663 andrew@andrewsrestoration.com

specializing in
high-quality masonry,

The brick stops here!

parging 
repointing

brick & block work 
mortar colour matching 

brick tinting 

chimneys 
fireplaces 
stone walls and flatwork 
cultured stone 
glass block 

window sill replacement 

wall opening & closures
historical restoration a speciality

2 0 0 7  V E S P A
SCOOTER for sale. Like
new - 250 cc. Shiny Red
- includes matching red
helmet to keep you
aerodynamically sound!
608 kms. $5,499 905-
727-5319.

HOT YOGA (OR REG-
ULAR) in the comfort
of your home. $50 per
class. Unlimited peo-
ple. Ignite your trans-
formation feel inspired!
Melissa 905-251-
6680.

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

CLEAN

647-866-5858

WINDOWS 

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

YORK
ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES
ESA/ECRA#7006144. 
New construction, 

renovations, service 
& panel upgrades. 

Licensed & insured. 

Craig McLeod
905-841-8055

From

$59.95

FORMER SUPERVISOR R&D AUDITS
REVENUE CANADA CRA

For free consultation call: 905-479-9559

 
 

 

 

Fellow Certified General Accountants 
Specializing in T1 Individual, Business 

and Corporate tax returns. 

Call KAM SADIQ

 

LET US DO YOUR
 

 
R&D Cash $

TAX PLANNING NOW FOR 2009

Preparation of financial statements and bank loan proposals.

Call Kam for details 905-479-9559
Manufacturers and Processors Qualify

AURORA HTS. DR.

ELITE HANDYMAN
Services Inc. Home
alterations, small to
medium home renova-
tion projects, hardwood
floor installation and
general home mainte-
nance and repair.
Seniors Discount
Available Ph: 289-
380-0056 email:ehsi
@rogers.blackberry.net
Web:www.EliteHandy
manServicesInc.com

LIVE-IN CAREGIVER. For
e lde r l y  bed r i den ,  
diabetic man in location
north of Toronto. $10/hr.
Susanne 647-838-
0508. 

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

The Royal Canadian Legion in Aurora
105 Industrial Parkway North

(Please park around back and enter through that door)

8
Only
$

 
7 WEEKS ONLY $75 

Mondays: Level 1: 7 pm - Cha Cha, Quickstep Level 2: 8 pm - Jive, Waltz 

First Class:  Started July 13  
Last Class - August 31 • No Class - August 3. 

Every Tuesday 7 - 9:15 pm  (July and August) 

Pay as you go!
Mini Private Lessons Available –Only $20

Come out and

LEARN TO DANCE

PRACTICE Dance

Site: www.SteveMillerDance.ca 
Call Steve Miller at 416-587-4125
Email: Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca  

P I A N O ,  V O C A L
CLASSES summer spe-
cials. $20 per class.
Location: St. John’s &
Bayview. Call Marianna
416-721-9727. 

Not everyone

needs your 

services

all the time

but...

if you want to 
be there 

when they do, 
advertise in 

THE AURORAN

Classifieds 

905-727-7128 

S T A R T I N G  A
PHILOSOPHY - psychol -
ogy -po l i t i c s  c l ub.
Presentat ions,  d iscus-
s ions,  deba tes,  wr i t -
ing. . . For  ser ious s tu-
den ts . Goog le  DGB
phi losophy. Dave 905-
868-7856. 

1

COMPETITIVE SWIM-
MING: Children to adults.
Aurora Selkies Swim Club.
R e g i s t e r  
now  2009/10 season.
swimgym@sympatico.ca
905-841-3450.

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week.   (*This section only)  Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or go to  www.auroran.com 

BUSINESS SERVICES�

NOTICE OF 
LIEN SALE 

The personal property,
household goods, and
contents of the following
rental spaces will be
sold for cash or other-
wise disposed of to sat-
isfy rental liens for
unpaid rent in accor-
dance with Ontario
Statutes Chapter R25
and our lease agree-
ment on Augst 10, 2009
at 9:00 a.m. sharp, at
Northern Self Storage,
122 Bales DriveEast,
Newmarket L3Y 4X1 - 4
units - Shawn Wilson,
Jim Swallow, Cynthia
Paul.

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING COMPANY 

CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for MATURE INDIVIDUALS to join our 
friendly team. FT/PT position required 

Competitive wages, 
VEHICLE REQUIRED, kms paid. 

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

NEED SOME HELP?
Grass cutting, deck
repair, junk removal,
landscaping, tree trim-
ming, eavestrough
cleaning and painting.
Free estimates. Roy
289231-3157

IN-HOME PILATES with certified instructor, morn-
ing and evening classes, small groups, call 905-
717-3759. yvonnesfitness@rogers.com.

ABSOLUTE HOME
I M P R O V E M E N T S
S E R V I C E S :
Painting,Repairs,Decks,
F e n c e s , H a r d w o o d
F l o o r i n g ,
Laminate,Ceramics,Plu
m b i n g , K i t c h e n
Remodeling,Bathroom 
Remodeling, Finish
Basements and much
more. We are your local
Home-Improvements
experts. We can offer
you very competitive
quotes on all your home
improvement require-
ments. Take advantage
of the current Tax
Incentive and call now
416-456-1914

TOTAL FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS

TO YOUR EVERY DAY PROBLEMS:

_ Income Protection
_ Asset Management
_ Debt Management

Angele Zunker & Roberta Mattocks

905-726-9567 • 905-506-5855
Life Insurance offered by Primerica Life Insurance Company of

Canada

OFFICE SPACE FOR
LEASE 1000 sq. ft. Loft
Studio, Industrial
Parkway S, can be
shared. 905.841.0020.

 
Environmentally Friendly • Non-Toxic Green Dry Cleaner

Crystal WHITE Cleaners

150 Hollidge Blvd., Aurora  905-841-6969 

ANY SERVICE 
for NEW 

CLIENTS FIRST VISIT

ANY SERVICE 
with a min.

 $15 purchase50%
OFF 5$ OFF 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. 

Present with incoming order 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. 

Present with incoming order 

✄✄

FULL SET SMART
CAR winter tires.
$475.00 OBO. Box liner
Toyota Tocoma Pre
2005.  905-727-2343.

H U G E  G A R A G E
SALE. 56 Seiffer
Crescent, Richmond
H i l l   ( B a t h u r s t  
& Jefferson Side Rd).
August 8th & 9th. 8:00
am until 12:00. Many
amazing items to be
sold. Don’t miss out...

A  V A R I E T Y  O F  L A S E R  
machines for rent 

Daily and weekly. Laser for hair removal and
rejuvenation and for pigmention. VBascular

lesions and acne and vein. 
647-4087-7280. 

For laser and skin care licence 
we will accept a student.

Vandorf Sideroad

B
en

ville Cres.
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YOGA

Advertise your: 
CLASSES
SEMINARS 

WORKSHOPS 
COURSES 

Prices start at $7/wk.

Call today:
905-727-7128

Applies to the classes section only 

�



Senior Scape

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Weather continues
to mock the seniors

Hope spr ings eternal
but  mother  nature is
mocking us th is  year
and pays no heed to
diminishing expectations
that  hot  weather  is
delayed somewhat.

Cool and wet is the
prank order of this sum-
mer wi th  more of  the
same expected. 

No matter, the weath-
er is  warm enough to
su i t  most  o f  us whi le
probably not enough to
suit some gardeners or
farmers with crops that
demand heat.

The insect population
appears to be less, and
probably  fewer  people
wil l  be inf l icted by sun-
burns. 

And while the camp-
ing and cottage season
is probably less active,
visits to far away places
by bold and dar ing sen-
iors continue unabated. 

At this 40th anniver-
sary of man’s visit  to the
moon,  I  mainta in  that
some seniors would hol-
iday in  space i f  the
oppor tun i ty  presented
itself.

The moon voyagers
we celebrate today are
of a similar generation
to today’s seniors’ and I
feel proud to be among
those who were spel l -
bound by the events of
that t ime.

And I am thr i l led and
fascinated by the hero-
ics of Tom Watson, an
elder ly golfer l ike many
in the ASA but a l i t t le
better equipped to play
winning golf,  who barely
fai led to win the Br it ish
Open Golf Tournament.

Time offers oppor tu-
n i t ies  occas ional ly  for
those equipped with the
desire, dr ive and abil i ty
and the eagerness to be
tested.

Wherever  senior
exper t ise and energy
simmers, the summons
to contest at the highest
level wil l  be answered.  

Intrepid seniors, who
compete wi th  younger
generat ions,  are the
inf luential few who show
what can be achieved.

They demonstrate
that  e lder ly  l i fe  can
burst  boundar ies and
cont inue wi th  enthus i -
asm and passion; moun-
tains are never too high
nor competit ion too dif f i-
cult  to be contested and
even won when the
brave and determined
wil l  persevere.

At this hol iday t ime of
the year, with seniors at

905.841.2777 
145 Murray Drive

Aurora, Ontario L4G 2C7  
edaurora@kingswayarms.com

CARE FREE LIVING

choice of studio or 1 bedroom suites
24 hr. emergency response system
24 hr. professional staff
chef prepared meals 
full activity calendar 
housekeeping/laundry 
trial and respite stays 
small pets welcome 
vacation stays 

990055.884411.22777777 

vacation stays 

Join us for Heart and Stroke 
WALK FOR HEART 

-call for information 

  

905-841-2832 

Casablanca 
Fanimation 

Kendal 
Monte Carlo 
Murray Feiss 

Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat • 10 - 5  Thurs 10 - 8  
CLOSED SUN & MON 

Come by and see the 
fabulous ceiling 

Fan & Lighting Showroom.  
Beautiful Upholstery Line 

Designer on Staff.

 

220 Industrial Pkwy. S

• Ceiling Fans & Lighting 

Helps
FAN MAN

Recession 
Proof 

Your Hydro 
Bills

14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

Daniel Piovesan of
Aurora, left,  was
sworn in to the armed
forces last week 
i n  T o r o n t o  b y  
retiring Captain John
Thompson, who has
spent the last 35
years in the forces.
Daniel leaves August
2 for basic training in
St Jean, Quebec.

the cottage or on hol i-
day or just visit ing out
of town, the ASA is rela-
t ively quiet in the mat-
ters  o f  presentat ions,
shows and performanc-
es of any kind. Even the
activi t ies are at a level
o f  a t tendance lower
than at any other t ime of
the year.

In fact The Auroran
wi l l  not  publ ish on
August  4 th ,  grant ing
staf f  a  much needed
break and oppor tun i ty
to refuel and recharge
batter ies. The next edi-
t ion of The Auroran wil l
be on August 11th. 

Af ter  the ho l idays
wind down at the end of
August ,  a  re turn to
school  beckons young
scholars, and industry,
commerce, government
and the ASA wi l l  h i t
str ide seamlessly once
more.

I  met  ver y  recent ly
with Kar ie Papil lon, the
new seniors’ coordina-
tor,  who s t ruck me
immediately as a gra-
c ious young lady who
promises to br ing her
br ight thoughts, abi l i t ies
and exper ience to
advance fur ther,  the
fine seniors’ community
cent re  that  descr ibes
the ASA today.

Bear in mind the ASA
is a melt ing pot of mem-
bers and seniors from
all walks of l i fe, dif fer-
ent lands, cultures and
points of view, and such
a cosmopol i tan group
could hardly be other-
wise. 

Consequently, a good
sense of humour with an
abundance of persever-

ance, determination and
sk i l l fu l  d iscret ion are
called for. 

That  sa id ,  good
sense on a foundation
of good pr inciples, pol i-
c ies and programming
wi th  re l iable  act iv i t ies
cont inue to  draw the
count less threads of
senior  thoughts  and
opin ions to a reason-
able state of coherency
and thus weave the
common tapestry, which
creates the foundat ion
upon which the ASA
stands. 

Many t imes I  have
addressed the manner
in  which seniors  f ind
ways of  pass ing the i r
t ime profi tably, and how
seminars and enter tain-
ment product ions, pic-
nics and activi t ies of al l
kinds, are maneuvered
into the grand j igsaw
scheme of  ever yday
scheduling. 

The ASA events
occur as smoothly f low-
ing well  organized occa-
sions.

The coord inator ’s
off ice and ASA Board of
Di rectors,  p lus many
volunteers are the back-
bone of the workforce
and without whom, l i t t le
would get done.

But al l  the consider-
able  successes that
have been attained are
in  essence,  s tepping
stones to the next level
of excellence.

Kar ie  Papi l lon is
ready to assess the sit-
uat ion and to  e f fect
s lowly  and carefu l ly
improvements when 
and where oppor tuni ty
al lows her to do so.

THE AURORAN, Week of July 28, 2009 - 15
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No obligation. Must be at least 18 years of age. 
Limited time offer. First visit only.

No obligation. Must be at least 18 years of age. 
Limited time offer. First visit only.

HEALTHY WEIGHT
analysis

DET ox & c LEAN s E
professional quality

Summer Special:  
s ign up now and receiveg p

Achieve your target weight

Improve your libido

Improve your concentration

Lose fat and transform your body

Free your body of toxins and cravings

Improve your skin’s appearance

Prevent overeating 

c ontrol appetite

Maximize your energy levels

Jordan, Red Deer

Vito, Woodbridge

taAchieve your t rget weight

Impr libidoove your 

Impr concentrationove your 

Henderson Dr

Wellington st. W

Allaura Blvd.

Yonge s tOver 50 locations across Canada and growing

*Discount is applicable to personal coaching weeks and is only available with the purchase of a full weight loss program. o ne offer per person. No cash value. Not valid with any other coupons, specials or promotions. 
o ffer expires s eptember 15, 2009.
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