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Briefly

Open House
The Aurora Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion has been in its exist-

ing building for 35 years.
Seems like only yesterday.
To celebrate the occasion, the branch is planning an Open House,

Sunday, March 29.

Breakfast returns
After an absence of a year, the popular Lions Club pancake breakfast

returns to Sheppard’s Bush, for two weekends, beginning this Saturday
morning at 9 a.m.

Demonstrations will also take place at various times throughout each
day.

To get to the food, it’s best to park in the lot at the end of Industry Street,
just south of Mary Street, and enjoy the walk through the forest.

Aurora Home Hardware
289 Wellington Street East 

Aurora - 905-727-4751

Save the Environment... Recycle BACK TO NATURE
COMPOSTING TOILETS

...for cottage, cabin, pool house, boat house, barn, boat, RV’s, etc. 
Please come and see our DISPLAY AND DEMONSTRATION 

on Friday, March 20 from 10 - 5.

BARRONS GIFT & FURNITURE WAREHOUSE
LEATHER CHAIRS 

 

Valencia Tub Pedro Dining

 
$599

 $299 compare at $525 $99.75 compare at $180+

Available in

 

brown, black,

 

cream & red

 

40 Engelhard Dr, Aurora, at Industrial Pkwy S     Mon - Sat  10 - 5     905 751 0533         

ET3–B VANITY

34” H, 28”W,22”D

 WEBKINZ

LIL’ KINZ 
$9.99 

$8.99

 
 TV STAND

OUR LOW PRICE
$399

Assorted Finishes 
24” H, 53” W, 17” D

Canadian Pine

75
75

Selected 
KITCHEN 
COUNTER

& 
BAR STOOLS

$99.75
 and up

Led by Mark Thomas,blue jacket,squatting in the front row,this group of Grade 10,11 and 12 students left Dr.G.W.Williams
Secondary School last week for a 10-day trip to visit WWI and WWII sites and battlefields in England,France,Belgium and
the Netherlands. Auroran photo by David Falconer

Group
suggests 
school 
be rebuilt

Supporters of Wells Street
Public School received some
encouraging news last week, but
the fate of the Aurora landmark will
continue to be in doubt until July 6,
when the York Region District
School Board makes its final 
decision.

At a public meeting held at 
Dr.G.W.Williams Secondary
School last week, Board staff 
members announced that 
the Accommodation Review
Committee (ARC), a committee
made up of trustees, staff, a mem-
ber of council and school council
members, had recommended that
the school be rebuilt.

There was no doubt the crowd of
residents was pleased by the 
committee's recommendation, but
with estimates to fix or rebuild the
school currently sitting between 5
million and 10 million dollars, the
Board may be hard pressed to 
recommend that repairs be made.

Should the Board classify the
school's repairs and construction as
a priority, funding would be made
available through the Ministry of
Education.

In speaking to the crowd Mayor
Phyllis Morris, accompanied by
nearly all members of council,
spoke about the financial benefits of
retaining the school so close to the
downtown core and the impact 
of losing the school to the 
neighbourhood.

"We're with you on this," Mayor
Morris told the crowd, evoking one
of the biggest responses of the
evening.

Aurora School Trustee, Gord
Kerr, explained to residents that he
could not, in his position as a school
trustee, publicly take a position with

Please see page 12 

Animal access 
may be curtailed

Aurora is considering adopt-
ing a bylaw to restrict the
access of domestic animals in
town buildings, with the excep-
tion of service dogs.

The bylaw comes on the
heels of a few incidents of peo-
ple bringing pets into the
Aurora Leisure Complex and
on one occasion a dog bit a
child.

An additional potential
health risk is that some patrons
suffer from allergies to pet hair.

When the proposal for staff

to develop a draft bylaw came
to last week’s general commit-
tee meeting, Councillor Al
Wilson questioned whether it
was necessary, as residents
were being "legislated to
death".

In contrast, Mayor Phyllis
Morris stated that she wished
the bylaw had been in place
before the child had been 
bitten.

With no further discussion,
the motion to draft a bylaw was
passed.
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COMING EVENTS
CONTINUING

The Probus Club of Aurora meets at 10 a.m. the second Wednesday of
each month at the Royal Canadian Legion on Industrial Parkway North.
Probus was sponsored by the Aurora Rotary Club in 1995 with an initial
membership of 25, now 82, for retired and semi-retired professional and
business men and women, former executives and others. The club is non-
sectarian and non-political. For information call 905-841-3558 or 905-727-
9344.

* * * *
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking for new members. You

do not have to be a police officer nor are you required to read music to vol-
unteer. The group rehearses Monday evenings between 7.30 and 9.30 p.m.
For further information, contact the chorus supervisor at 905-727-9676 or the
coordinator of volunteer services for YRP at 905-830-0303, extension 6717.

* * * *
The Adult Bereavement Support Group offers a chance to learn how to

cope with the loss of a loved one. Fred Bullen has given the use of the Aurora
Lions Club and Brent Forrester of Thompson Funeral Home will provide
administrative cost so that this service is given free to the community.
Contact mariesgriefjourney@yahoo.com to reserve a seat or get further
information.

* * * *
A Bereavement Support Group for adults experiencing the loss of a loved

one, is again being offered at the Aurora United Church for an eight- week
session starting Wed. April 8 to May 27, at 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. There is no fee
for this program. Participation is open to all the community. To register or for
more info please call Mary Smith at 905-727-6984.

* * * *
Winter parking restrictions are in effect until April 15th from 2 to 6 a.m.

and motorists must get their cars off the streets so that the Public Works
Department can clear snow and ice from the roadway.

* * * *
“Voice” is a creative writing collective for teens between the ages of 13

and 18. At the meetings, held at the Aurora Public Library, teens learn vari-
ous creative writing techniques, give and receive constructive feedback on
their writing and meet other like-minded young writers. Meetings are held the
last Thursday of the month, September through May, from 7 to 8 p.m.
Registration is not required.

* * * *
“Louder” is a semi-annual young adult magazine created through the cre-

ative effort of teens and produced by the Aurora Public Library’s Young Adult
Services Department. Submissions of writing, poetry, art, graphic art and
photography are accepted. E-mail your submissions to
yamagazine@library.aurora.on.ca or drop it off to the Children and Young
Adult Information Desk to the attention of Monika Machacek.

* * * *
On Thursdays until June, the Navy League has a Cadet program for chil-

dren 9 to 12 years from 7 to 9 p.m. Contact Cliff Davies at 905-727-2244 for
details.

* * * *
On Tuesdays, until June, a Sea Cadet program for youths 13 to 18 from

7 to 9 p. m. Leave message at 905-895-3038.
* * * *

Aurora Opera Company's Children's Chorus is a new treble voice choir
dedicated to educating, nurturing and providing opportunities for children to
express their musical abilities. The chorus is open to boys and girls in Grades
1 through 12 and consists of two choirs: Angel Choristers, a training choir for
6 and 7 year-olds and the Children Chorus, open to 8 to 17 year-olds. To
audition, contact general director Sarah Kyle at keepsinging@look.ca.

* * * *
CHAT'S Community Home Assistance to Seniors is looking for volun-

teers to assist with the activities in its Adult Day Program. The positions call
for a commitment of a few hours a week at its Aurora location. Various times
are available. Call Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Tuesday from 9.30 to 11 a.m. it's Story and Playtime at Aurora

Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway South for tots (age 0-4 years)
and their caregivers for coffee or tea. Call 905-841-8883 for further details.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the Pioneer Club for boys and girls,

age 3 to Grade 4 and the Junior High Club for boys and girls, Grades 5 to 8,
will be held at the Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway South.
For more information call 905-841-8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every Wednesday at the Community Bible

Church on Bathurst Street just south of Henderson from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. For
more information e-mail Judy Hoffmann jhoffmann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing every Friday morning at St. Andrews'

Presbyterian Church beginning at 10.30 a.m. No partners are needed and
beginners are welcome.

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday evening at 6.30 p.m. at

Gabriel's on Yonge Street. New members are welcome. For further informa-
tion call 905-841-1352.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148 meets the first and third

Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street, south of Wellington.
For more information call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday of each month at the

Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday each month at 57
Mosley Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee Club at 9 a.m. and lunch at noon. Call
905-727-3032 or 905-727-1080 for more information.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday night at Trinity Anglican

Church, Victoria Street, at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at the Aurora Legion at 7.30
p.m. Call 905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women holds monthly meetings at the

Aurora Legion with a variety of speakers. Contact Beverley at 905-727-2151.
* * * *

The Aurora Seniors Evergreen Choir practice in the West-McKenzie Hall
of the Seniors Centre, every Wednesday from 2.30 to 4.30 p.m. under the

Please see page 19

Marilyn Redvers, Sales Representative 
14799 Yonge Street, Aurora L4G 1N1

905-727-3154
www.realestateaurora.com

$979,000

Beautiful home on large lot backing to treed ravine! Gleaming hardwood floors! Light & bright with lots of windows! Open con-
cept kitchen/family room! Main floor office! Reno’d Master Ensuite! Fin. w/o basement! 3 fireplaces! Walk to St. Andrews College. 

FABULOUS RAVINE LOT IN ST. ANDREWS!

WOW! Reno’d kitchen has granite counters, hardwood floor & gar-
den doors to large deck! Reno’d powder room! Fin. basement with
rec. room & office or 5th bedroom! Rare opportunity to live close to
Yonge St., surrounded by trees on quiet street!

$559,900

CENTRAL AURORA ON QUIET COURT!

presented by

Custom cedar home - minutes to GO train & Newmarket! 2-storey
great room! Open concept dining room with french doors to deck &
views of spectacular property! Fin. w/o basement with rec. rm., bed-
room, bath, wet bar and sauna! Loft over garage!

$649,000

OVER AN ACRE IN TRANQUIL, WOODED SETTING

Call Marilyn for a market evaluation! 905-727-3154

*(For Royal LePage)

Wonderful, spacious rooms - great for a family! Main floor office!
Finished basement with recreation rm. & gas fireplace! Renovated
master ensuite! Inground swimming pool! 3 fireplaces! Located in a
terrific golf course neighbourhood in west Aurora!

$579,000

3500 SQ. FT. WITH INGROUND POOL - WEST AURORA!

Lovely condo townhouse in “Tara Hill”. Terrific eat-in kitchen has
walkout to deck. Spacious living room with gas fireplace. Master bed-
room has 3-pc. ensuite. Finished walkout basement has rec. rm. or 4th
bedroom and a 3-pc. bath. Cute as a button!

$239,000

QUIET ENCLAVE - NORTHEAST AURORA

when you spend $40 or more.

Not valid with any other offer. Offer expires March 31, 2009. This offer is valid at the Aurora location, ONLY. 
Gift Card purchases excluded. Coupon must be presented at time of purchase.

AURORA
15005 Yonge St.
905-727-1250
(at Kennedy St.)

Wellington

Kennedy
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ng

e 
S
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MAXMAX MOUNTAIN 
BLEND 

COFFEE
Dark or 
Medium

300 g

direction of Enid Maize.
* * * *

Meet at Martha's Table, at St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, every
Thursday from 11.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. Hot soup, sandwiches, and dessert
will be provided. Any funds raised go to local charities.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18
The Aurora Public Library presents, for children up to six years of age,

new and traditional action songs with children's musician, Debbie Carroll.
Event begins at 10.30 a.m. and tickets are free and available in advance at
the library.

* * * *
“Games Day” at Hillary House from 10 a.m. to noon for children ages 6-

12. Pre-registration required. $18 per child or $15 for members. For more
information and to register call 905-727-8991 or e-mail ahs@aurorahs.com.

THURSDAY, MARCH 19
The Aurora Public Library presents “Wildlife Safari” for children, aged

seven and up. Jungle Cat World will captivate the audience with an array of
reptiles, birds, mammals and insects. Event begins at 10 a.m. and free tick-
ets are available in advance.

* * * *
“In Bloom” at Hillary House from 10 a.m. to noon for children ages 6-12.

Pre-registration required. $18 per child or $15 for members. For more infor-
mation and to register call 905-727-8991 or e-mail ahs@aurorahs.com.

FRIDAY, MARCH 20
“Victorian Tea Party” at Hillary House from 10 a.m. to noon for children

ages 6-12. Pre-registration required. $18 per child or $15 for members. For
more information and to register call 905-727-8991 or e-mail ahs@auro-
rahs.com.

MARCH 21 AND 22
Lions’ Club Pancake Breakfast returns to Sheppard’s Bush from 9 a.m. to

3 p.m. Park at the end of Industry Street, south of Mary Street.
SUNDAY, MARCH 22

Aurora Seniors Association presents a two-hour musical fund-raising

event "A Taste of the Revue" featuring George St. Kitts.Show time is 2 p.m.
"A Taste Of the Revue" will feature a variety of music selections including
jazz, motown, rhythm & blues and classic hits by Sammy Davis Jr. and Frank
Sinatra. Tickets are $15 and are available at the front desk of the Aurora
Seniors’ Centre.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25
Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society presents "Lighting the Way", bright

selection for the shade garden. Speaker is Paul Zammit. At the Aurora
Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North 8 p.m. $2 at the door.

THURSDAY, MARCH 26
Aurora Chamber of Commerce networking event, “Business After Five”,

will be held at World Mosaic Stone & Tile, 40 Englehard Dr., Unit 3, from 5.30
to 7.30 p.m. Cost is complimentary to Chamber members.

MARCH 28 AND 29
Lions’ Club Pancake Breakfast returns to Sheppard’s Bush from 9 a.m. to

3 p.m. Park at the end of Industry Street, south of Mary Street.
SUNDAY, MARCH 29

Bernard Pears Chorale presents a Spring Concert at the First Baptist
Church, 33 Wellington Street East, at 7 p.m. For further information, call 905-
727-4531.

TUESDAY, MARCH 31
If a child is between six and nine years old, he or she can explore the

world of Japanese art at the Aurora Public Library. Students will study famous
works by Japanese artists and create their own work using watercolours, wax
relief and stamps. It happens from 7 to 8 p.m. and the fee is $6 per child. For
further information visit www.library.aurora.on.ca or phone 905-727-9493 or
pick up a program flyer at the library.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8
Aurora Public Library, with Canada Revenue, is hosting free income tax

clinics with trained community volunteers. This is an income-based service
(individual $20,000/family $25,000). By appointment only from 6.30 p.m. to
8.30 p.m. Register at the Adult Information Desk, or call 905-727-9493 option
4, for more information.
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905-727-9561
14889 Yonge Street,Aurora

www.graystonesrestaurant.ca

Schnitzels
our

specialty

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Light up your life!
Lighting • Fixtures • Fans 

220 Industrial Pkwy.S.905-841-2832
Call for hours

Great Prices 

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

           11in Group Benefits For Firms
with 1–50 People1–50

CANADA’S 
LEADING 

PLAN

Please call 905-750-0032
Johnson Financial Group 

Rod Johnson; ext. 223, Ian Johnson; ext. 222

Tiiu Kaldma,left,and Barb Hibbitt,assist chef Steve Mattinson last week as
members of the Aurora Seniors’Centre were treated to a bistro lunch,
courtesy of the Hollandview Trail Retirement Residence.Usually,the bistro
lunch will attract 20 to 30 seniors,but this event saw the numbers soar to
more than 80.The chef is from Hollandview,while Ms Hibbitt and Ms Kaldma
are senior volunteers. Auroran photo by David Falconer

It's a simple idea, but
it's complicated.

That was Mayor Phyllis
Morris' take on the pro-
posal to carve fanciful fig-
ures into some of Aurora's
dead trees.

Back in November of
last year, resident Myriam
Schut approached council
to approve and fund the
carving of a face or figure
into a dead standing tree
trunk on the town boule-
vard outside her house.
She was accompanied by
Colin Partridge, who pre-
sented a number of pho-
tos of the works he had
carved into similar trees
in Orangeville and other
towns.

Council was enthusias-
tic about the concept, and
referred the idea back to
staff to look into it further.

But they were less
excited about all of the
considerations that staff
identified in their report to
last week’s general com-
mittee meeting.

These included the
lack of a policy for this
sort of activity, the issue
of obtaining public input,
ongoing maintenance,
approvals, artistic limita-
tion, the potential for van-
dalism, and whether the
carvings should be
restricted to a certain

area of town.
Councillor Al Wilson

liked the concept, but said
he was struggling with the
cost.

For Councillor Evelyn
Buck, no struggles were
necessary, stating that
there was no merit to
spending $2,000 on a
dead stump.

After obtaining an esti-
mate from staff, she said
she would much rather
see the stump removed
and a healthy new tree
planted to replace it, at
half the cost.

Ms Schut spoke briefly
to reiterate that the intent
was to create something
enchanting and whimsi-
cal, while retaining an
important part of the
town's heritage.

With obvious reluc-
tance, most councillors
echoed the concerns and
potential issues that were
flagged in the report, and
in the end agreed with the
staff recommendation that
Council not support or
fund this initiative.

However, the idea may
not be completely dead,
as there were a few com-
ments that if such carv-
ings were located in a
park or other public area
rather than on a street,
the concept may be

reconsidered in future.
For now, however, the

mayor expressed bitter
disappointment with not
being able to support the
proposal.

But referring to the
complexity of the issue
and potential for liability to
the town, she concluded
that she'd rather be disap-
pointed now, than sorry
later.

Lacrosse organizers
plan for longer game

For the second year, Aurora
and Newmarket councils and
staff will battle it out for munici-
pal lacrosse supremacy in mid-
June.

That was the challenge
issued by Jim Zacher, Executive
Member of Aurora Masters
Lacrosse, as he promoted the
2009 DOVE Event at a general
committee meeting last week.

Last year, the first DOVE
(Determined to Oppose
Violence Everywhere) Event
was held in Aurora.The well-
publicized activity included both
a 25-hour marathon game,
which resulted in a 292-292 tie,
as well as the grudge match
between the two councils.

In all, 175 players and volun-
teers took part over the week-
end, and more than $47,000
was raised for the Canadian
Centre for Abuse Awareness
(CCAA).

DOVE wants to expand on
that goal this year by having a
37-hour game, which would set
a new world record, and be rec-
ognized by the Guinness Book
of Records.

As well, to raise the local
stakes, organizers are inaugu-
rating the DOVE Councillors
Cup, which will recognize the
winners of the one-hour game
between the two municipalities,
as well as the team that raises
the most pledges, and which
creates the biggest buzz lead-
ing up to the event.

This year's activities are
planned for June 12 and 13 at
the Aurora Community Centre,
with the marathon game start-
ing things off at 5 a.m.

Apart from the pledges col-
lected from the participants,
funds will be raised through a
silent auction.

In his presentation, Mr.
Zacher asked that the town
proclaim June 12 and 13 as
DOVE days.

He also asked that council
repeat the gesture from 2008
and waive the fees that would
normally apply for the use of
the ACC.

Councillor Evelyn Buck
questioned why the town
should provide the facilities free
of charge.

Mr.Zacher responded that
this would allow more of the

money raised to be directed to
the CCAA.

Overall, the committee was
supportive of the event,
although Councillor Al Wilson,
tongue in cheek, suggested
that after all the running around
last year, perhaps the organiz-
ers would consider a 30-
minute municipal game this
time.

The motion was approved
to receive the delegation and
for staff to bring back to this
week’s Council meeting further
details on the ACC-related
costs and other considerations,
such as use by other groups of
the facility on those days.

Tree art gets thumbs
down from committee
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Governor Simcoe is in a rage,
As he returns to Yonge Street;

Proposed changes at Wellington,
Has the old gentleman in a heat.

- Poor Richard's Scrapbook  

It was a quiet afternoon in my den at home working
away at my computer and trying to get rid of old news-
papers and other material that had accumulated during
my recent stays at Southlake Health Centre when he
suddenly appeared before me.

It was Governor John Graves Simcoe in all his splen-
dour, but obviously very upset about something.
"Illingworth, what in the hell is going on?" he exploded.
"The last time we met, I told you that you had a nice
town and I ordered you to keep it that way".

Before I had a chance to ask what he was talking
about, he yelled that he owned Yonge Street.

"You let me down by not advising me there was a
public meeting about the Yonge/Wellington intersection
as I would have attended," he said as he quieted down.
"I wouldn't have known about it, but I read about it in
The Auroran, that very fine community newspaper that
Poor Ronnie puts out," he added more quietly as he set-
tled in.

"I'm sorry about that, Governor, but I wasn't able to
get to the meeting myself as I was in the hospital, but
I'm monitoring the situation and will keep you advised if
that's what you want," I replied.

"I've contacted Robert Machell and Charles Doan
regarding some of the suggestions made at the public
meeting and they are very upset about the suggestion
for a traffic circle at the intersection with the demolition
of the T-D Canada Trust Bank and the Bank of
Montreal," Simcoe said.

"Remember that Aurora was once called Machell’s
Corners and that was the Youge-Wellington intersection.
Charles Doan, Aurora's first Reeve in 1863, had his gen-
eral store and post office near the intersection," Simcoe
said.

He added that the Bank of Montreal had been in
Aurora since about 1855 when William Taylor was hired
to install the windows with the existing bank officially
opened in February, 1974.

The T-D Canada Trust Bank on the opposite corner
was quite new as it opened in early 1973 replacing the
former Queen's Hotel.

"There's a lot of history at the intersection and it
shouldn't be lost to move traffic," he thundered.

"What about some of the other suggestions made at
the meeting?" I asked. "There must be merit in some of
them."

"None of them are good enough for my Yonge Street,"
he said. "This is a serious issue and we must assume a
leadership role, as we did in the old days when Yonge
Street was blazed through the forest to Holland Landing
by the Queen's Rangers.

"What do you plan to do?" I asked.
"First of all I will mobilize my trusted Queen's York

Rangers and post them on Yonge Street just north of the
St. John's Sideroad to the north and just south of the
Industrial Parkway to the south and the Chamber of
Commerce office will be taken over as military head-
quarters," he replied.

"What then?" I asked, rather dumfounded at his
aggressive stance.

"Their mission will be to stop all through traffic and
divert it to the Industrial Parkway in both directions and
the name will be changed to the Governor Simcoe
Aurora Bypass, as I should get some credit for solving
the problem," he proclaimed.

"Look at what the Kennedy Avenue bypass did for
Unionville," he added, "and the Simcoe Bypass will do
the same for Aurora. The old town will become a tourist
area with fancy shops and boutiques and the citizens
will reclaim Yonge Street."

"That's a pretty ambitious plan," I said, "Will it work?"
"Of course it will work," he shouted, "Didn't Yonge

Street work? Not only that but the town closes sections
of Yonge Street every year for parades, street festivals,
etc. Have faith, my boy. Now I have to be on my way to
solve other problems and I leave you in charge to see
that my orders are carried out.”

Letters to the Editor

Poor Richard
By DICK ILLINGWORTH

Go to the corner of of Mosley Street and Victoria Street, and look east on Mosley. Bet it doesn’t look like
this, eh? This postcard, depicting that corner in, probably, the early 1900s, was loaned to The Auroran
by David Heard. The Presbyterian church is still there but certainly doesn’t look like it looked when this
postcard was made. St. Andrew’s has undergone extensive expansions since then. Note the streetlight
that, if still there, would be right in front of the building now owned by the Aurora Lions Club. If anyone
can add information to this picture, we’d love to hear about it.

Simcoe upset 
at intersection

ideas proposed

Item not discussed, councillor says
To the editor,

There were 30 items on
the agenda of Tuesday's
General Committee meeting
of council.

Item 7 was in response to
a request from Councillor
Evelina MacEachern, stem-
ming from a line item on the
Parks Division of the Leisure
Services Budget.

On one evening, four
hours were spent on that
budget and still it was not
completed.

Item 7 on Tuesday, was a
report that went from Page
108 to 124, complete with
pictures.

The capital budget item in
contention was $60,000 for
benches, picnic tables and
garbage receptacles.
Councillor Al Wilson was
convinced the cost was
excessive.

We were advised the
items were built in house by
parks staff. The councillor
was certain the same items
could be purchased at far
less expense.

It was explained parks fur-
niture was not something that
could be purchased in a
hardware store. Neither
could they be be acquired
from a supplier at a price
competitive with the cost of
building them to the standard
needed to meet require-
ments in the town's own
workshop.

They need to be sturdy
and not easy to shift.

No matter. The yammer-
ing rambled round and round
and back and forth and final-
ly Councillor MacEachern
directed staff to provide
council with a detailed report
outlining comparative prices.

Item 7 on Tuesday's agen-
da was the result of that
direction.

Three suppliers of items
most similar to those
required had been contacted.

Prices were listed and
photographs of the product
were provided as follows:
$79,975. $90,650. $88,200.
Taxes and shipping costs
were not included and would
be added later.

Town cost, with material
and labour was $52,920. No
taxes or shipping costs need-
ed to be added.

On Tuesday, as is the
norm, the chair asked for
items to be called for discus-
sion. Item 7, the report
responding to the request for
comparative costs was NOT
called by Councillor
MacEachern who initially
directed it be provided.

It was 16 pages long.
Staff expended time

obtaining submissions from
suppliers and compiling

Less road salt
would assist
Lake Simcoe
To the editor,

Re: The Soothsayer's
(Dick Illingworth's) warn-
ing regarding the health of
Lake Simcoe, The Auroran,
March 10, 2009.

The Lake Simcoe
Conservation Authority has
noted an increase in road
salt along with other contam-
inants in the lake water and
Aurora has an opportunity
help correct this situation.

Aurora Council and staff
have before them a recom-
mendation to reduce the
quanitity of road salt and
sand while maintaining an
appropriate level of safety on
our roads thus reducing the
salt that is entering the lake
through the East Holland
River water shed.

The recommendation
notes that the Federal
Government placed road salt
on its list of toxic substances
and urged municipalities to
reduce the use of salt for win-
ter road maintenance.

Also the recommendation
contains the example of
Otterburn Park, a town near
Montreal, which has signifi-
cantly reduced salt use, and
has reduced costs while
keeping its roads safe.

I suggest that concerned
citizens discuss this issue
with our councillors.

Robert Cook
Aurora

them, with pictures, to
explain to councillors how
parks furniture can be con-
structed by town labour in a
town workshop at less cost
than the same product can
be purchased from manufac-
turers, who are in business
to make a profit and must
charge sales and service tax
and shipping costs to com-
plete the deal.

The report slipped
through without comment or
question. As if it wasn't there.
Like it had never been
requested. Like staff advice
had never been challenged.
Like there had not been end-
less, tortuous, tedious, unin-
formed and erroneous argu-
ment about how it was not
possible for that amount of

parks furniture to cost that
much money and how coun-
cillors were so confident the
same objective could be
achieved at far less expense
that the Parks Manager was
required to do the research
and submit to them in writing
that he knew whereof he
spoke or that they did not.

With ignorance matched
only by arrogance, further
town resources were
expended in yet another
useless exercise of compil-
ing and writing still another
report to take up space in
the archives and be forever
and a day conveniently for-
gotten and ignored.

Evelyn Buck
Aurora



Front Porch
Perspective

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

A couple of weeks ago, another community newspaper
had a very good article regarding the issue of basement
apartments in Markham.

The article stated that, "after a five-year process, staff rec-
ommended legalizing basement apartments, saying their
strategy "strikes a balance between the concerns of resi-
dents and the need to provide reasonable opportunities for
secondary dwelling residency"."

The story goes on to note that Aurora has explored the
issue for "several years and held a public meeting last
November."

This column explores Aurora's land issues in general; next
week I deal directly with the question of basement apart-
ments in Aurora.

As we all know our land really is important because it is a
limited resource and how we develop the rest of the Town's
terra firma will have serious long term ramifications for our
way of life and the tax burden that we all share.

Aurora has its own Official Plan, which describes
Council's policies on how land in the community should be
used.

An Official Plan, according to the York Region website,
"helps to ensure that future planning and development will
meet the specific needs of the community".

Aurora developed its own initial Official Plan back in the
1960's. This document is reviewed every five years or so.

The last such reviews were done in 1996 and another was
completed in 2003. A review will be done again this year.

The Aurora Official Plan must comply with those of the
province and York Region.

The province, until they introduced their "Places to Grow"
Growth Plan in June, 2006, had not really done an Official
Plan for the past 25 years or so, ever since the development
of the regions, which were created back in the 1970's.

The provincial governments left the approval process for
land development up to the individual region councils.

However, with the considerable growth in Ontario and
more specifically the Greater Golden Horseshoe area, it was
felt that a co-ordinated approach was necessary for land-use
planning.

This provincial plan is "a framework for implementing the
Government of Ontario's vision for building stronger, prosper-
ous communities by better managing growth in this region to
2031".

Further, "This plan will guide decisions on a wide range of
issues - transportation, infrastructure planning, land-use
planning, urban form, housing, natural heritage and resource
protection - in the interest of promoting economic prosperity."

After the province released its plan, York Region then
responded with its "Planning for Tomorrow" document, which
translates the provincial plan into a regional perspective.

According to the document, Aurora is not considered a
"Growth Centre" as Newmarket is, for example.

But Aurora is still expected to share in the York Region
intensification burden.

The municipal intensification calculation prepared by the
region shows Aurora having an additional 2,800 residential
units by 2031.

This is comprised of 90 single dwelling homes, 590 row
townhouses and 2,120 apartments.

These residential dwelling numbers are over and above
those contained in the Aurora Official Plan. An average of
431 residential units have been constructed each year in
Aurora between 1986 and 2006, and this trend is expected to
continue in the near future.

While the Region has not specifically told Aurora where or
when to build these additional units, they are stating that by
2031, Aurora needs to have much higher intensification.

This translates to an average annual addition of 116 units
until 2031 or a 27 per cent annual increase in residential
dwelling construction over the Official Plan numbers.

Do we have enough developable land to reach our tar-
gets?

According to the good folks at the Town planning depart-
ment, about 38 per cent of current Aurora land is taken up by
residential dwellings, 3 per cent by commercial, 8 per cent by
industrial, 4 per cent by institutional (schools and churches),
with 36 per cent open space/environmentally protected while
only 11 per cent of Aurora's land is left for development.

As of December 31, 2006, there were 9,931 single family
homes in Aurora; this comprised 67 per cent of the total.

Town/Row/Link homes comprised the next largest seg-
ment at 16 per cent while apartments were at 9.3 per cent
and semi-detached dwellings comprised 7.9 per cent of the
total.

Eleven per cent does not sound like there is much left to
develop and especially if one considers that the population of
Aurora is expected to grow significantly.

Aurora has a current population of approximately 50,000.
Our population has more than doubled since 1986 and is

expected to grow to 56,000 by 2011 and to 75,400 by 2026.
The only way to achieve these population targets is by

intensification efforts.
But this whole issue raises many questions: to wit, are the

additional 2,800 units of the right mix for our Town? Will these
units ensure that Aurora has affordable housing? 

And finally, the question that I will deal with next week,
what about legalizing the use of basement apartments in
Aurora? 

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Aurora land use

Cathy’s Corner
Enough of these groundhogs

By Cathy Vrancic

If a rodent can bring an early spring...well, more power to
you, Aurora Annie!

But truth be known, the prophetic abilities of groundhogs
are about as reliable as election campaign promises.

And if you check the records, you will find that ground-
hogs disagree with each other just as much as council mem-
bers.

Surely there were more deserving candidates in the ani-
mal kingdom to consult on such important matters - matters
of human hope, happiness, health...and sanity?

Who decides these things?
If it were up to me, I would have asked a dog.
Really, the least intelligent dog is far smarter than the

most intelligent groundhog.
This is why dogs eat groundhogs when you don't feed

them kibble.
A dog might piddle on your rug if you fail to let it out, but

a groundhog will surely piddle on your rug if you let it in!
Really, you just can't trust rodents!
And dogs don't rely on shadows to make impeccably

accurate predictions.

No, my dog Jake can be in Newmarket but the second I
touch his bowl, he predicts food.

So far, he has a 99 per cent accuracy rate. It would be
100 per cent but once in a while, I need to wash his bowl.

When Jake makes a mistake about anything, he
assumes the classic shame posture: Head down, ears back,
belly low to the floor. But he still comes when he is called!

I don't know any groundhogs that do this.
No, they just hide in the nearest garbage can and you

can scream for them all you want but they will not come.
No, groundhogs are not only unreliable, but they run

away from the problems they have created for humankind -
plunging hopeful people into the depths of despair...watch-
ing shamelessly as people venture out of their homes on a
beautiful sunny day with only a sweater...only to discover
that the spring-like view from the window is a trap! A lie!

People return home with frost-bitten fingers, toes and
noses...it takes them years of psychotherapy to deal with the
trauma...not to mention the betrayal of heart, soul and win-
ter.

So Scott, I must confess...I was there. I was chasing

Annie through the Aurora Arboretum with that small but
devoted group of citizens (the local Chapter of WWW - the
Winter Wonder-Wuss Society) to stop her evil deception of
the good people of Aurora.

I just had to do it because...well, because...I've stopped
watching council meetings ever since I discovered the hit TV
series, "Heroes".

What can I say? I got inspired. I just had to "save the
world"...or at least save Aurora. And I have a plan.

First, we find Annie, capture her and relocate her to
Newmarket.

Nobody in Aurora ever listens to anything Newmarket
has to say, so Annie will lose her powers, see?

Next, we put together a committee to find a more worthy
prognosticator - a dog, a horse, a bear, a council member -
anything, but NOT a rodent, please!

Then we put a fire in the fireplace, curl up, and sleep until
the robins get so loud we know FOR SURE Spring is here!

Cathy Vrancic welcomes e-mail at:
ccaurora@rogers.com
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Discount 
RATES

Discount 
SERVICEwithout

Peter Virtanen 
CLU. Agent, Aurora 

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR, STATE FARM IS THERE:
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

PO58005CN State Farm • Home Offices Aurora, Ontario • Statefarm.ca™
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BOUQUETS to the officials of Canadian Tire for installing
full-service at their gas station at Edward and
Yonge Streets during the hours of propane service.
It is badly needed by seniors and the handicapped.

BRICKBATS to the weatherman for taking the ground-
hog's prediction on February 2nd so seriously
and giving Ontarians another cold wave, high

winds and more snow, without a break of any kind.

BOUQUETS to Aurora Council for making the council
chambers and committee rooms in the Town Hall
available on March 26 for the 2nd Annual
Ecological Action Youth Conference. Also, for waiv-

ing all municipal fees in the amount of $1,708.58.

BRICKBATS to whoever is responsible at the provincial
government level or one of the several parts of
the former Ontario Hydro for continuing to

charge users for Ontario Hydro debt retirement. The people
didn't cause the debt, so why are they continuing to pay? 

BOUQUETS to the Aurora Panthers Novice Girls hockey
team on their continued winning ways by capturing
the Durham West Novice A title recently. Well done,
ladies.

BRICKBATS to a justice system that allows a man con-
victed of drunk driving who killed a Richmond Hill
mother of four who was out jogging more than

two years ago to walk around free after a sentencing hearing
was adjourned.

BOUQUETS to the Music Department at Dr. G. W.
Williams Secondary School, especially Penny
Sedore as she directed the Senior Jazz Band and
Senior Concert Band for gold medal wins at the

Toronto Music Fest. The victories qualified both bands for the
Canadian National finals.

BRICKBATS to Ontario Trade Minister Sandra Pupatello
for her extravagant travel expenditures including
$50,000 on six trips staying at luxurious hotels

and $60 for a room service breakfast. Not a good example
when more and more Ontarians are losing their jobs.

BOUQUETS to the federal Progressive Conservatives for
taking action in the face of a global recession and a
deficit of $64 billion over the next two years. The
government is eyeing cost savings which could

cause jet-setting federal politicians and bureaucrats to fly
economy class, freeze spending for meals, accommodation
and travel at 2008 levels.

BRICKBATS to the federal government for failing to set
up an independent commission to investigate
suspected miscarriages of justice that has left

Canada lagging behind other countries, after no fewer than
seven public inquiries have recommended such a commis-
sion. The government has refused. Why?

BOUQUETS to the Dominion Institute's Memory Project
and the many Legionnaires who make war history
come to life for Ontario School Children in conjunc-
tion with Veterans Affairs Canada.

BRICKBATS to the Ontario Highway Transportation
Board for ruling that the web site of Pickup Pal
Online, a popular Ontario-based carpooling web

site, was illegal and it would have to pay a total of $11,300 to
the Ontario government and a bus operator. The government
found Pickup Pal was in violation of the Public Vehicles Act.

BOUQUETS to the Toronto Real Estate Board for its annual
scholarship program to provide two young people with
$5,000 each at a post-secondary school of their
choice. Scholarships are based on a 500-word essay

and the deadline this year for entries is April 17.

BRICKBATS to the red tape at the federal government
level that is holding up about $3 billion in federal
infrastructure funds and according to the

Federation of Canadian Municipalities there are hundreds of
projects eligible for existing funding.

By DICK ILLINGWORTH

Bouquets & BRICKBATS

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

YORK SPRING & RADIATOR
to have your heater flushed!

Heater flushes that actually work, 
especially for newer Taurus & Dodge.

IT’S COOL TO BE HOT!
60 Industrial 

Pkwy. North, Aurora  
905727-3121

If your car is 
colder inside than

out, it’s time 
to visit...

In the Aurora Shopping Centre - by No Frills
905-727-6212

Mario
In Aurora for 36 years I would like to invite 

new and previous clients 
to A&F Hair Elite 
and take care of 

all your barbering needs.

A&F Hair Elite
Barbershop & Hair Styling

Author remembers
Aurora in the 40s

To the editor,

Thank you, Mr. Elmer, for
your description of Aurora's
business section in the early
forties. (Two part series in
The Auroran recently.)

It certainly brought back
memories again of the town
I knew as I grew up and the
one I wrote about in my book
“Aurora 1945 to 1965”.

I don't remember the
blacksmith shop north of
Jack Hamill's business, or
Banbury Livery Stable.

Perhaps they existed before
1945 and I was just too
young to remember them.

It's so good to have them
mentioned as they record
two of the very old business-
es that still existed in Aurora
in the early forties.

Oh yes, I remember the
golf course where we skied
in the winter and peeked in
the windows of the old farm-
house that was the first club
house.

I can recall Dal-Har Grill
which was always dimly lit

and filled with enough
smoke to choke you (or a
horse).

Fisher's Five-to-a-Dollar
sold everything you could
want including little fittings
for the heels of shoes to stop
them from wearing down, or
save a trip to the shoe repair
shop. (Maybe the Chinese
will start making them during
this present recession.)

Yes, I can recall all the
places you mentioned along
the street. I can summon up
the seductive, sugary smell

of Scanlon's baked goods
that came from the working
buildings behind the shop
and drifted though the entire
shopping area on cold days
in winter.

I remember Mary's Fruit
Market where Mary told me
not to squeeze the tomatoes
and much more. In my mind's
eye.

I can see the corner of
Wellington and Yonge Street.

There stood Ardill's,
Aurora's emporium of ele-
gant clothing, the Queen's
Hotel with its verandah and
the men who sat watching us
on summer nights as we
paraded by from the movie
theatre in our summer frocks,
and stately Doan Hall across
the street.

These were important
places at the intersection in
town where the first stop
lights were installed.

Thanks for your memo-
ries, Mr. Elmer.

As an earlier letter writer
to The Auroran wrote,
"Nostalgia is underated."  

Elizabeth Hearn Milner
Bracebridge

Memories aplenty
at historic school
To the editor,

Today, I walked past the
Church Street School and it

brough back a few memories.
It was the place where

three generations of my family
were educated.

My grandmother, Mrs. Ethel
McClenny (McLeod) was born
two years after the school was
built and she attended the
school.

My mother, Mrs. Reta
Elmer (McClenny) and myself
also spent eight years at the
Church Street School.

Many of my aunts, uncles,
brothers, sister and counsins
also attended this school.

Back in 1981, the Church
Street School had a 95-year
reunion and it was also
opened as a museum.

I remember coaxing my
grandmother, who was 93 at
the time, to go to the reunion.

She didn’t want to go as
she didn’t think there would be
any kids from her day attend-
ing.

Well, she finally agreed to
attend and we took her to the
official ceremonies which were
held on the front steps of the
school, after which we took her
into the school and around the
main floor.

We then found her a chair
and she sat in the main hall-
way.

There were many people
who stopped to visit with her
and she totally enjoyed herself.

She wanted to see the
upstairs also, so a cousin and I
helped her up the steps and
around the upstairs rooms.

She totally enjoyed the
reunion and wanted to attend
the banquet the following night.

The Church Street School
was a wonderful place to learn
and it outlived my grandmother
who passed away November
24, 1981.

The school is 123 years old
this year.

Ken Elmer
Aurora

To the editor,

On behalf of the Yellow Brick
House Board of Directors, staff
and clients we extend sincere
appreciation to ARJ Productions
for their organization of last week-
end's Slippermen Concert.

Theatre Aurora provided the
perfect venue and TK's
Restaurant & Pub offered great
discounts to ticket holders.

Our shared thanks to The
Auroran for the tremendous pre-
event coverage and certainly to
the readers of this newspaper
who sold out the event with gen-
erous ticket sales.

In combination these meas-
ures of support resulted in a great
night of music and a charitable
donation to the Yellow Brick
House Capital Campaign.

Our kind regards to Andrew
Kipfer, Joseph Grillo and Rob
Bedard for their creativity and
passion.

A special thanks also to the
'trio of gentlemen' for their
thoughtful presentation of an
additional donation to the Capital
Campaign.

Aurora - a great community
boasting even greater communi-
ty service spirit!

Kate Collins
Campaign Coordinator
Yellow Brick House

YBH thanks
concert group
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14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

SPRINGOF
PLAYWRIGHTS March 19  April 4, 2009

A Theatre Aurora
Production

Featuring:
‘Willow Quartet’
written by Joan Burrows
directed by Jessie Fraser

‘Horizon’
written by Claire BonEnfant
directed by Jaclyn Scobie

‘Just For You’
written by Lynda Martens
directed by Carey Nicholson

2 One Acts:

Tickets available at
905-727-3669 or by e-mail
tickets@playwrightsofspring.com

Group discounts are available.

All performances at Theatre Aurora
150 Henderson Drive, Aurora ON

www.playwrightsofspring.com

WATCH BUDDING TALENT BLOOM

Bathroom 
& Kitchen Accessories

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

MP answers reader’s letter
To the editor,

I wish to clarify Mr.
Zade’s statements regard-
ing the Conservative gov-
ernment’s position on pay
equity (Letter to the edi-
tor, The Auroran, March
10).

Our government
respects the principle of
equal pay for work of
equal value.

I would like to assure
Mr. Zade and all residents
that our government is
firmly committed to the
rights of women in terms
of equal compensation
received for equal work
performed.

Unfortunately the pay
equity system in the fed-
eral public service is bro-
ken.

Under the current sys-

tem, women wait up to 20
years for compensation
following gruelling and
divisive court proceed-
ings.

The fact is, many
employees have already
left the public service by
the time complaints are
settled. As well, the cur-
rent system doesn’t
require federal public
service employers and
unions to take pay equity
issues into account during
wage setting.

These issues are only
addressed as an after-
thought and when com-
plaints are made.

This is not fair to
women.

In 2004, a Liberal-
appointed Task Force con-
cluded that proactive pay
equity legislation is a

more effective way of pro-
tecting the rights of
women.

The same Task Force
recommended that
Parliament enact new
stand-alone pay equity
legislation.

This is exactly what the
Conservative government
is proposing to do.

The Public Sector
Equitable Compensation
Act will provide employ-
ees with access to the
Public Service Labour
Relations Board, who will
hear and resolve all com-
plaints.

Established in 1967 to
act as an independent,
neutral third party to help
resolve issues around
wages and conditions of
work in the federal public
sector context, the Public

Service Labour Relations
Board is well equipped to
fulfill this function.

The Board already
plays a key role to help
resolve issues around
wages and conditions of
work between federal
public service employers
and bargaining agents,
acting as mediator, an
arbitrator, and a tribunal,
depending on the circum-
stances.

Under the new legisla-
tion, employers and
unions will be jointly
accountable for setting
fair wages – and reporting
publicly to employees.

Women deserve fair
pay rates now. Not 20
years from now.

Lois Brown,
MP Newmarket-Aurora

Tape calls didn’t sound
like birds to this reader
To the editor,

Some of you will have
seen David's letter of
March 10 in The Auroran
on the Sub-Committee of
the Environmental
Advisory Committee's
results of birds reared in
local next boxes around
the town. David says that
he will start his annual
bird study in four weeks
and he has been listen-
ing to bird tapes to
sharpen his memory of
their calls.

As I cooked supper I
heard the different calls
on the tape and they
sounded like this to me:

• Someone trying to
throw up a frog they had

swallowed carelessly.
• The sound of a horse

caught on barbed wire.
• The alarm of a travel-

er taking a hot pot off the
campfire minus oven
gloves.

• A barn door being
opened against its will.

• A  G I  i m p o t e n t l y
sounding his plastic
machine gun.

• Heavy grain being
shaken in a tall metal
cylinder.

The original tape that
David bought had the
name of each bird fol-
lowed by their call.

He attempted to
change the order so that
he heard the call first,
took a guess at the bird

and then heard the
name.

Neither of us are great
with technology and it
soon became worthy of
the Air Farce, with names
and calls and calls and
names interrupted by
"Woof Woof" as Lucy, the
dog we immigrated with,
tried to get into the act or
"David, TELEPHONE!" or
childish giggles from our
daughters, who found the
whole exercise hilarious.

The one that eludes
him most is the "Bubble
Gum Pink Rumped
Neotropical Warbler -
true or false?

Dierdre Tomlinson
Aurora

Bureaucrats accountable to no one
To the editor,

A March 10 letter to
the editor by R. Zade
attracted my attention for
a number of reasons.

One hardly knows
where to begin so I shall

focus on one issue.
A lack of understand-

ing of our economic sys-
tem brings out strange
ideas.

One of these is that
governments and
bureaucrats can deter-

mine a "fair" wage and
somehow two people with
the same job classifica-
tion are "entitled" to iden-
tical compensation.

We, therefore, have a
ridiculous situation
where two par ties can

bargain freely and in good
faith, have their agree-
ments ratified by manage-
ment and the members
and then in the name of
"justice", have it all over-
turned by the bureaucra-
cy.

Of course, a wage
adjustment can only go
up.

Not surprisingly, this is
more likely to occur in
government, where there
is no accountability and
the taxpayers just reach a
litt le deeper into their
pockets.

I would hope that rea-
son would prevail and leg-
islation would prevent
retroactive pay raises that
could cost millions of dol-
lars.

Imagine a scenario in
your own business.

Your staff has agreed
to work for mutually
agreeable wages over a
long period of time.

Then one day a gov-
ernment bureaucrat
appears announcing that
you owe your employees
a 25 per cent retroactive
pay raise going back
many years.

This is all based on
their interpretation of a

"fair" wage.
How can one budget or

run a business when
there is unlimited retroac-
tive wage liability?

As any employee or
employer will readily
admit, all workers are not
alike.

Some are more co-
operative, some show
more initiative, some are
more efficient, etc.

Yet, regardless of obvi-

ous difference in ability
and temperament, if two
workers have the same
general job description,
should the state be able
to intervene and dictate a
wage?

Is this a "human
right"?

I would think the
answer would be obvious.

G. Clarke
Aurora
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15483 Yonge St.
(across from Howard Johnson) 905-841-0949

FINAL 
WINTER BLOW OUT

SALE
FINAL 

WINTER BLOW OUT

SALE

We specialize in: 
• Snowboard & Ski Wear 
• Racquet Sports 
• Swim Wear 
• Fitness Wear 
• In-Line Skates 
• Casual Wear
• Snow Shoes 
• Nordic Walking Poles 

We specialize in: 
• Snowboard & Ski Wear 
• Racquet Sports 
• Swim Wear 
• Fitness Wear 
• In-Line Skates 
• Casual Wear
• Snow Shoes 
• Nordic Walking Poles 

• Adult and Junior Ski & Snowboard Wear 

50 -70% off reg. price 

• All Hats,Mitts,Gloves,Socks,Underwear -    

50% OFF
• Spyder Zip Necks 50% OFF 
• All Helmets & Goggles 50% OFF 

• Adult and Junior Ski & Snowboard Wear 

50 -70% off reg. price 

• All Hats,Mitts,Gloves,Socks,Underwear -    

50% OFF
• Spyder Zip Necks 50% OFF
• All Helmets & Goggles 50% OFF 

Take another 10%OFF
with this ad (ends Mar.31/09)

Take another 10%OFF
with this ad (ends Mar.31/09)

EMPLOYEE PRICING 
COMES TO SERVICE !

*Plus tax. Offer for retail customers only.Most vehicles See Service Advisor, goodwrench.ca or call 1-800-GM-DRIVE for details.Not 
to be used in conjuction with anyother offers or promotions.

Ab Cox Pontiac Buick GMC
305 WELLINGTON STREET EAST

905-841-2121 
www.abcoxpontiac.gm.ca

SEMI-ANNUAL SERVICE INCLUDES:
NO-CHARGE ALIGNMENT INSPECTION*

• LUBE OIL AND FILTER CHANGE
• Front & Rear Suspension Inspection
• Steering System Inspection
• Exhaust System Inspection
• Fuel System Inspection
• Coolant Inspection
• Throttle System Inspection
• Brake System Inspection
• Restraint System Check
• Tire Inspection (incl. spare)
& Rotation
• Engine Air Filter Inspection
• Weatherstrip Lubrication
• Wiper Blade Check

$58 88*
Starting From

Plus tax

EXCLUSIVE EMPLOYEE PRICING 
OVER 40 % OFF REGULAR PRICES !

Expires: 
August 31st, 2009

Out of town: 1-800-813-3539

Video & Events at myspace.com/abcoxpontiac

 For the month of 
MARCH ONLY...

Rec Cycle N’ Sports!
15483 Yonge St. Aurora 905-841-5757

2   1 Bikes...

PRO SHOPS:  ACC1 - 905-841-9060 •  ARC 905-713-0011

Main Location:

A different special every Tuesday...please call for details.

All bikes come with FREE kickstand, 2 years free service and assembled.

 LACROSSE 
DISCOUNT TO ALL!

2 for 1 Tuesdays...

20%

 for 

ONGOING... 

2008 MODEL SPAS PRICED TO GO!

Everything must be sold 
to make room for 2009 MODEL 

SPAS

Don Smith75 Mary Street, Aurora 905-713-2317

Book Your 
POOL OPENING 

NOW!

• Manufacturer's warranty
• 150 + point inspection
• 30-day/2500 km no-hassle
   exchange privilege
• 24-hour roadside assistance905-727-9444 • 15783 YONGE ST., AURORA AUTO CAMPUS • www.highlandgm.com

CHEV • CADILLAC • CHEVY TRUCKS
AuroraWELLINGTON

ST. JOHN SIDEROAD
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• Manufacturer's warranty
• 150 + point inspection
• 30-day/2500 km no-hassle
   exchange privilege
• 24-hour roadside assistance

* * Admin., registration, license fee, PST & GST are not included.

HIGHLAND’S NEARLY NEW ALMOST HALF-PRICE SALE

All cars equipped with automatic, Air, AM/FM/CD, 4-door, Power windows, Power locks, Tilt steering, Dual air bag & ABS
*60 month term–84 month amortization, $0 down payment, 9.2% interest rate, O.A.C. 
2 years of payment remain at end of 60 month term • RATES AS LOW AS 5.99% O.A.C.

08 GRAND PRIX
8 to choose from

Bi-weekly
$130* 

08 G6
6 to choose from

Bi-weekly
$121* 

08 Impala

Bi-weekly
$138 *

10  to choose from 3  to choose from

Bi-weekly
$147* 

08 Malibu

This Month’s Business Feature. . .Shop local...

Shop AURORA
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Come and register and shop for your soccer
shoes and equipment while you wait .

In store specials for members!

AYSC
1964 2009

AURORAYOUTH SOCCER CLUB Held at Soccer Nation
38 Wellington Street E, 

Aurora, Ontario
Parking at rear of 

building off Centre

Only in-store registration for
our outdoor 2009 season

Call: 905.727.0624 Click: aysc.ca E-Mail: info@aysc.ca

March 28th
9:00am – 1:00pm

Discount

RATES
without discount

SERVICE.
It’s no accident more
people trust State Farm
to insure their cars. 
Call today.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 
Canadian Head Office: Aurora, Ontario

PO50068CN  02/05

Allan Cruickshank CFP FLMI, Agent
300 Wellington St E
Aurora, ON L4G 1J5
Bus: 905-727-2749

www.allancruickshank.com

THIS AND 
THAT CAFÉ 

THIS AND THAT

Coffee, 
Homemade

Muffins
& 

Cookies

You can even sit outside 
                        if you wish. 

We look forward to seeing you at: 15226A Yonge Street 
Behind Thomspon’s Furniture Parking in behind off Temperance St. 

               A great spot 
to sit and chat, hold a 
meeting, or browse 
through our unique 
     collection of items 
         we have for sale; 
    books, antiques, all 
     kinds of nic nacks...
 as well as 

TheAuroran.com

...is all about visibility

and claim your space

“Almost everything I know about web sites I learned 
from my friends. One of them is an 

international internet marketing guru...”

We are now on step one of our new website; 
it is so cutting-edge, so innovative
we will just keep surprising you. 

We would like you to be a part of it. 
We want to include your business in our 

MARKETPLACE.

 

Go to www.theauroran.com 

Under Exposed?

Local speed skaters qualify
for Provincial championships

While several of their
friends are winding down
their hockey seasons,
four local skaters are
preparing for the upcom-
ing Ontario Provincial
Speed Skating
Championships in
Kitchener-Waterloo.

The four speedsters
are Griffin Bent, peewee,
John Grant, intermediate,
Jessa Griffith, juvenile,
and Aurora’s Taylor
Simpson, midget.

All are members of the
Newmarket Jets Speed
Skating Club who operate
out of the Magna Centre.

Simpson is a Grade 6

student from Light of
Christ in Aurora.

Like many of his team-
mates he started speed
skating after the 2006
Olympics in Torino.

Who can forget the
memorable showing of
our men's and women's
teams as they captured
12 medals in short and
long track speed skating?

"When the Olympics
roll around, we get an
upswing in our member-
ship," said Jets' Vice
President Bill Allen. "All
our skaters who qualified
for the Provincial champi-
onships began skating

since Torino".
Since star ting speed

skating three years ago,
Simpson has competed
at several meets across
the province.

In his first season of
competitive skating, he
won all his races at every
distance, capturing two
gold medals for his
efforts.

"After I started skating
at some of the Regional
meets, I really wanted to
qualify for the Ontario
Cup series," he said.

The Ontario Cup is the
premier series of compe-
tit ion in the province

which is open to top 20
skaters in each age
class.

Qualifying mid-year for
the Ontario Cup, one of
his most memorable
moments in the sport was
winning a bronze medal
in Ottawa.

By the end of his sec-
ond full season, he cap-
tured several more
medals, qualifying for the
Provincial championships
where he finished fifth
overall.

This season brought
some changes to the
competition format.

The cr iter ia were
tougher to qualify for the
Cup meets and the field
who would qualify for the
Provincials would be nar-
rowed to just 15 skaters

province-wide.
While some of the larg-

er clubs are able to sup-
port training programs on
multiple nights per week,
the Jets get the most out
of their two hours a week
at the Magna Centre.

However, "some of our
skaters that are looking
for more ice time and
coaching train with the
nearby clubs in Barrie or
Markham," Bill said. "We
also welcome skaters
from other clubs to train
with our top notch coach-
ing team led by Paula
McConvey".

Simpson has stepped
up his training program in
preparation for the
Provincials.

Sitting in eighth place
going in to the final meet,

he is looking to solidify
his position or hopefully
advance higher.

As a first year midget
skater, he had set his goal
to crack the top 10.

Next year, he is looking
to make the top 4 in his
age class to earn a spot
on the team to compete at
the Canadian champi-
onships.

Above, Taylor Simpson, an 11-year-old Midget from Aurora, left, readies for
the start of a race with Jessa Griffith, a 13-year-old Juvenile, from Oak Ridges,
and John Grant, a 16-year-old  Intermediate from King City.
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         905-841-1030
Direct: 416-460-0453 HONESTY and INTEGRITY

GOOD OLD FASHIONED HARD WORK

BROKERAGE

MARTIN READ

www.martinread.ca

Sales Representative

The Right Choice

AURORA MINOR 
HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
Results to Sunday March 15,2009

House League
Novice

Team 201 Caravan Kids Flames 6 - Jack Hosmer 2G,
Ben Godber 2G 1A, Keegan Fisher 1G 1A, Adam Dipiero
1G, Jack Chivers 1A, Lucas Alberico 1A, Bryce Davison 1A,
William Reid 1A, Andrew End 1A. Team 204 Caravan Kids
Flyers 4 - Adam Wochenmarkt 2G 1A, Dillon Varone 1G 2A,
Nicholas Severs 1G, Mathew Parkin 1A, Ethan Cohen 1A,
Michael Vivian 1A.

Team 203 Caravan Kids Senators 3 - Chris Sands
1G, Jacob Cowl 1G, Justin Carcone 1G 1A, Christian
Ferguson 1A. Team 205 Caravan Kids Leafs 2 - Dylan
Clark 1G, Jack Fournier 1G, Mitchell Levy 1A, Pranay
Rendalker 1A, Tristan Hicks 1A.

Team 202 Caravan Kids Bruins 6 - Christopher
Walsh 3G 2A, Jaedon Jackson 2G 2A, Shayne Colin
1G, Claudio Basso 1A, Brock Stewart 1A, Zane Zwicker
1A. Team 206 Caravan Kids Penguins 3 - Thomas
Morra 1G 1A, Alexander Mueller 1G 1A, Raffaele
Parente 1G 1A.

Specializing in...
• Asphalt Paving • Interlocking 

• Concrete • Driveways • Parking Lots 
• Walkways & Curbs

• Excavation • Grading 
COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL INDUSTRIAL 

Call Charlie at 416-410-5026

Took Driver Training 
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages 
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st 

(two weekends).
In Aurora starts Apr. 18 - Sat. & Sun. 

May 2 - Sat. & Sun.

TEAM         W        L        T        F         A        Pts

Highland Chev-Cad                        15 72     98    6432

Baldwin’s                                       14  82      107   88    30

Tom & Jerry’s                                 12   93     87   80     27

Masterclean Contracting                 12 102      106 10626

Priestly Demolition              11  102     86   7724

FPL Aggregates                  8   133     79   9719

Law Insurance Brokers                    8133     74   9019

Rec Cycle N' Sports                         6153      70   9815

WEEKLY SCORES
Tom & Jerry’s           2     Law Insurance          3
FPL Aggregates       0     Rec Sports                3

Highland’s Chev      5     Baldwin’s           6
Priestly Demolition   3     Masterclean               6

PLAYER STANDINGS
NAME G A Pts

Tom HusseyMasterclean223355

Rob Blakely Masterclean232245

John Archibauld Highland's         251338

Mark Swirla Priestly172037

Todd Richardson FPL                 251136

Jody Matthews Highland's152035

Brad McMillan Baldwin’s151934

Doug Adair Rec Sports132033

Craig McConnell Masterclean     191332

John Anderson Rec Sports151732

Steve Kavanah Baldwin’s102232

Pat O'Mahony Priestly92130

Mike O'Conner Baldwin’s 171027

Mark SedorePriestly131427

Ed Kilroy Rec Sports121527

Jason MuisePriestly16925

Darren Yaremko Tom & Jerry's    111425

Mark Inglis Law Insurance81725

Steve Robertson Baldwin’s15924

Dwayne Smith Law Insurance        13     11     24

Scott CrabbeHighland's91524

Joel ReevesTom & Jerry's91524

Dave Caverley FPL101323

Ron Thiessen Tom & Jerry's          111122

Mike CaiccoBaldwin’s51722

Chris Neale Highland's12921

Ken Fisher Law Insurance71421

Bruce Chappell Highland's              41721

Dean Iwai Tom & Jerry's13720

Gerald Briand Baldwin’s71320

Peter BriandBaldwins10919

Vince GrecoTom & Jerry's91019

Ed Jackson Baldwin’s81119

Hugh Alcorn Masterclean41519

Scott Thomas Tom & Jerry's            41519

Ken RumbleHighland's51318

Steven MacDonald Highland's 5 12 17

Charlie SteenhorstFPL31417

Brandon Chappell Highland's 9 7 16

Kevin O'Keefe Priestly7815

John LeederLaw Insurance9514

Tom WebsterRec Sports9514

Paul GibsonBaldwin’s8614

Ron Van Noort FPL7714

Pat Davies Priestly9413

Raz Khamissa Law Insurance9413

John Yaremko Tom & Jerry's6713

Ralph Tuck Masterclean21113

Darryl ThompsonTom & Jerry's 6612

Craig Donaldson FPL5712

Jason Hurlbut Tom & Jerry's5712

Bob Ince Rec Sports5712

Scott PogueLaw Insurance3912

Phil Pestatsky Priestly7411

Derek Preston FPL7411

Alain Boudreau Highland's5611

Bruce Ing Law Insurance5611

Scott Leslie Masterclean 3811

Les Nip Baldwin’s3811

Dan Cote Law Insurance4      610

Jerry Mackerell Priestly4610

Mike Nisbet FPL                             4610

Doug McGrath Baldwin’s2810

Steve Riswick Tom & Jerry's2810

Murray Campbell Law Insurance      2810

Brian Mackenzie Rec Sports1      910

Dennis GilesFPL459

Steve Bromley Tom & Jerry's          279

Jerome Flanigan Baldwin’s             279

Vince Rochon Masterclean 189

Fred Cox Masterclean 628

Hank VanBakel Masterclean 538

John Sibener Masterclean448

Craig Gellatly FPL                         358

Keith Carruthers Masterclean         358

Bill Collins Priestly268

Don Nichols Highland’s268

MONDAY NIGHT
MEN’S HOCKEY

Win in Aurora 7-5 Sunday

Tigers Minor Bantam Ateam
still unbeaten in OMHAfinals 
The Aurora Tigers Minor

Bantam Ateam is no
stranger to victory and
they’re getting closer to an
Ontario Minor Hockey
League Association title,
thanks to a 7-5 victory in
Aurora Sunday.

Playing in the champi-
onship round against
Hespeler, Aurora has one
win and a tie to its credit in
the best of five series, now
underway.

In their opener, played in
Hespeler, Aurora battled to a
2-2 draw, before returning to
the Community Centre
Sunday for its 7-5 victory. 

Third game in the series
returns to Hespeler next
Monday night, March 23, at
7 p.m. The teams then return
to Aurora for the fourth game
two nights later for a game
which begins at 7.30 p.m. 

At stake is the Charles
Wilson championship trophy. 

One of the two teams has
already won the W. J. Weller
Memorial finalist trophy.

So, where did this group
of talented hockey players
come from? 

The team has won the
York Simcoe championship
three years in a row, and last
year brought home the cov-
eted International Silver
Stick Championship, but
until this year have never
come this close to an OMHA
championship.

It has been a challenging
year for the 13 and 14-year-
old hockey players.

As last year's Silver Stick
champs there was quite a bit
of pressure and many
expectations going into this
season.

After a bit of a shaky
start, and several injuries
leaving them shorthanded
for a good part of the sea-
son, they finished in third
place with a record of 16-4-
10 going into the playoffs.

Round 1 began with
Markham and Aurora took

the series in three games.
In Round 2 Aurora faced

a very physical Barrie team,
for a roller coaster five
games.

Aurora won the first game
5-2 and it looked like a bril-
liant start to the series but
the Colts came back strong
to win the next two games
and the Tigers had to dig
deep to come back to win
games four and five to win
the series.

In the quarter finals, the
team to beat was
Newmarket.

In last year's playoffs,
Aurora faced Newmarket in
Round Two but were
plagued by injuries and lost
to Newmarket in three
straight games, a huge dis-
appointment that would
require redemption.    Aurora
had been unable to beat
Newmarket in this year's
regular season with a loss
and two ties.

It was going to be tough,
but Aurora came out strong
to win the first two games.

Unwilling to lose three
straight, Newmarket rallied
in the next game with 6-3
victory, but in Game Four the
Tigers settled the score with
a 3-2 victory on home ice to
win their division and secure
their spot in the OMHAsemi-
finals.

In the semi-finals, and
holding its collective breath,
the team faced Whitby, last
year's OMHAchampions
and this year's Silver Stick
winners.

In the first game again,
and on Whitby's ice, Aurora
won with a decisive 4-1 vic-
tory.

By game two they knew
that Whitby was not going to
be beaten that easily, and
they were right.  Whitby
blazed back in the next two
games beating the Tigers 2-
1 and 5-2.

Aurora fought back to
stay in with a 2-0 win on

home ice in Game Four, then
sealed the deal to become
OMHAfinalists with a 2-0
win on Whitby ice in a do-or-
die Game Five.

It was an exciting end to
the series with each goalie
delivering a shutout. 

Now the final countdown
to the end of a brilliant play-
off run begins.

The Minor Bantam A
team is now up against the
Hespeler Shamrocks in the
OMHAfinals which began
last week with a nail-biting 2-
2 tie after 10 minutes of
overtime.

With the team work and
determination shown this far,

the ultimate minor hockey
prize, the OMHAchampi-
onship could be reachable.

The team is coached by
John Archibald, who has
Bruce Ing, Mike Nisbet,
Randy Romano as assis-
tants.

The team is made up with
Eric Archibald, Ryan Baskin,
Braden Casselden, Eric
Damecour, Quincy Ing,
Daniel Jones, Collin Laird,
Colton Lee, Andrew
McDonald, Liam Mackichan,
Douglas Nisbet, Matthew
Pryse, Evan Romano,
Vincent Ruscica, Peter
Sandwell, Casey Severini
and Ethan Slimkowich.

          

Gateway Lanes 
210 Edward St. Aurora 

905.727.2900 
www.gatewaylanes.ca

March Break 
Great for Kids  LOVE BOWLING
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affo

2 Great
Brands 

1 
Convenient 

Location

Call for delivery: 
905-727-2881 / 416-244-4444

15492 Yonge St. Aurora

15492 Yonge Street 
(next to Howard Johnson) 

Sun - Wed  11 - 9 
Thurs. 11 - 10

Fri. - Sat. 11 - 11

© 2007, Mortgage Intelligence Inc., all rights reserved. ® Registered trademark of Mortgage Intelligence Inc. 

For All Your Mortgage Needs
• Residential and Commercial Made Easy • Debt consolidation and Business for Self

Ed Schlotter, Mortgage Consultant 
Serving Aurora
905.727.0112
www.mortgageintelligence.ca/edschlotter

FSCO # M 08001523

905.727.0776

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome

R&R
Revisited
95 Edward St.

905-727-3300

$19.95 plus GST$19.95 plus GST

Only

It was written by 
former Aurora resident 

Elizabeth Milner 
and features numerous 

stories and photos 
relating to that 20 years 

of Aurora growth.

AURORA 1945-1965

We are located at the corner 
of Edward Street and Harrison Avenue

2004 Kia Sedona with VIN number: 
KNDUP131846516245 

The above vehicle is currently impounded at 
404 AUTO RECYCLING LTD. 

18288 Kennedy Road 
Sharon, Ontario L0G 1V0 

905-473-9217 
To registered owners and/or lien holders: 

Please contact the above with your intentions 
NO LATER than March 19, 2009. 
Failure to comply will result in 

SEIZURE AND SALE OF VEHICLE PER COSTS.

NOTICE TO ALL CLAIMERS 

Aurora’s Jonathan’s
Restaurant, located in the
plaza at the corner of
Yonge and Dunning, cele-
brated its 20th anniver-
sary last week in typical
Greek style. In the top
photo, restaurant owner
Mary Georgopoulos leads
the sell-out crowd in a
Greek dance, while in
photo at left, Nigel Kean is
served “saganaki”, a
flaming cheese appetizer
by waitress Danielle
Larin. Looking on in the
background is Aurora’s
Brian North. A silent auc-
tion, held as part of the
festivities, raised $2,800
for Aurora’s Safehaven.

Auroran photos 
by David Falconer 

Rebuild school, 
group suggests

out disqualifying himself from
voting on the issue later.
Residents must still wait for a
Board of Education staff
report to be presented at the
April 30 Board meeting.

Staffers advised residents
that they could address
school trustees and respond
to the staff report at the April
Board meeting, provided
they had requested delegate
status.

School Trustees have also
agreed to hold a final public
meeting June 3, a month
before the Board's final deci-
sion, at Dr. G. W. Williams
Secondary School.

As it stands right now,
Aurora could lose three exist-
ing schools in the next few
years: Wells Street Public
School, Dr. G.W. Williams
Secondary School, and
George Street Public School.

Late last week The
Auroran received information
that George Street Public
School will close within the
next four years, however, that
information has not been
confirmed.

Trustee Kerr is not 
available for comment until
March 23rd.

From page 1
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T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora L4G 6W8 
Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037

Directors:
Brent Forrester - Laura Windover - Lorraine Lewis - Amy Bauer

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

®

Last week, I asked Premier Dalton McGuinty to give the
legislature his assurance that any changes to Ontario's tax
policy will not result in additional tax burdens to consumers.

What is worrisome is that as usual, the premier chose
not to answer the question, and that may well mean that the
March 26th provincial budget will contain what could be one
of the most significant tax increases Ontario consumers
have had to absorb since the McGuinty health tax.

For those interested, the verbatim Hansard record and
the video of my exchange with the premier can be found on
my website listed below.

What prompted me to raise the issue in the legislature
was the release of a report last week that warned that "har-
monization" (combining the federal GST and the provincial
sales tax) would increase the taxes on new homes in York
Region by as much as $27,000 and as much as $47,000 in
Toronto.

The result would be that home ownership would become
impossible for many first time home buyers in Ontario, the
building industry already in a downturn would come to a vir-
tual standstill and thousands of jobs would be lost.

The reason?
Because under the proposed federal/provincial sales tax

harmonization formula, many products and services that
are currently exempt would be taxed under the new tax
scheme. 

In the case of the housing industry , because of the high
ticket value, the new tax would be a shock not only to poten-
tial purchasers, but to the entire industry.

And beyond the housing industry , taxes would be
assessed to all products including services that are now
exempt.

They will range from taxes on personal hygiene products
to services such as mutual funds.

While the argument will be made that the new tax rate
will be lower, it won't take more than one weekend's shop-
ping trip to realize that the McGuinty hit and run tax
machine has rolled through town again.

Remember the last time ?
I recall the harmonization debate at the cabinet table

when we were the government.
We decided against harmonization at the time because

as a government we were committed to REDUCE taxes, not
increase them.

And regardless of how the calculations were jigged,
there would be a net tax increase to consumers. 

At a time when many in our community are already fac-
ing financial hardship because of lost jobs, the last thing we
need is for the McGuinty government to whack us with more
taxes on the most basic of daily needs.

Seniors who are already seeing their income eroded
because of investment losses or historic low interest rates
should not have insult added to injury by being pick-pocket-
ed by their provincial government. 

I know our Chambers of Commerce are in support of
harmonization, but I have serious concerns about the
impact on consumers at a time when many are already

struggling to cope with their daily cost of living. 
Following my warning to the premier of the devestating

effects that tax harmonization would have on new home
buyers and the construction industry , I received many e-
mails asking me what my position is on the broader issue
of tax harmonization.

I'm pleased to respond, and while this is not a formal
position of the Progressive Conservative party, it is mine: I
am firmly opposed to any change in tax policy that will add

additional taxes to consumers. My assessment of the pro-
posed harmonization policy is that there will be winners and
losers, and this is no time to make anyone a loser. The tim-
ing could not be worse. So I say to Mr . McGuinty and to
those advocating for tax harmonization, "Forget about it!"

As always, I welcome your thoughts on this or any other
issue of concern to you. Please feel free to call me directly
at 416-509-8999 or visit my website at www.frankklees.com
. I look forward to hearing from you. 

AURORAN WORD SEARCH - HISTORY     
by Scott Johnston 

Find and circle in the puzzle the words from the list below.  Words 
may run horizontally, vertically, diagonally, forwards or backwards.  
Letters may be used more than once.   

Once you have found all of the words, the remaining uncircled 
letters will answer the question:  

“Where are these once prominent parts of Aurora’s history?” 

Y B K F L E U R Y G P C O N
L R E N E L B E U Q O O S E
I R E E V E I D T U N N R K
A S R W R H H M S E I O T C
R N C N E O P I S E G T H I
F R W Y T R N L R N N A E H
O A O E R S B L O S I F T C
D B L O D E P S S W L W O E
A S L A N S H O N E R R R C
E S I S M A N S H O E S O I
H R W M G P O L A S T R N O
Y A D O R T S D L T S R T H
S R E H T A E L S I L L O C
A U R O R A F A I R T E N M

ASHERY  FLEURY  RED WILLOW CREEK 
AURORA FAIR GATE REEVE 
BARNS  HEAD OF RAIL REINS 
BEER  HORSES SAWS 
CHOICE CHICKEN  HOTELS SHOPS 
COLLIS LEATHER  IRWINS MILL SISMAN SHOES 
COUSINS DAIRY  LAMPS STERLING 
CROP  MORTONS BREWERY THE TORONTO 
DAWN  PLOW TILL 
DOAN  QUEENS TREES 
FARM  RED MILL 

The answer to the question is hidden on another page 

By SCOTT JOHNSTON

Frankly Speaking

By Frank Klees
Harmonization



www.TheAuroran.com 
visibility... 

“Almost everything I know about web sites, I learned from my friends.
One of them is an international internet marketing guru.”

We are now on the first step of our new website;
it is so cutting-edge, so innovative 
we will just keep surprising you.

We would like you to be part of it.
We want to include you in our 

MARKETPLACE
Go to  www.theauroran.com 

to claim your FREE space.

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only). 

Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  
The deadline for all classified advertising copy and Garage/lawn sales is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 76,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 
PROFESSIONAL

CLEANING 
with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

CLEAN WITH CARE experi-
enced, efficient, thorough
home cleaning with an added
personal touch 905-727-
2353.

CARPET - I have sev-
eral thousand yards of
new Stainmaster 
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet
your living room & hall
for $389. Price
includes carpet, pad
and installation (30
square yards). Steve
905-898-0127.

H 2 O  I N D O O R  
VACUUM as seen on
TV - new, still in box,
never opened $300,
will sell for $175.
Outdoor plastic gar-
den sink - hose
attachment $50. Call
905-751-6013.

� BUSINESS SERVICES

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week. (*This section only)  Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or go to  www.auroran.com 

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

• beginners to advanced
• ongoing classes 

• drawing & painting techniques 
• help students prepare portfolios for college and art school 

• no artistic experience necessary 
905-726-8883

Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 
Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV. 

mi.design@sympatico.ca 

 LEARN HOW TO DRAW & PAINT... 
 just like the Masters 

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

Level 1:  8 p.m.  Rumba & Social Foxtrot

Classes take place at the Royal Canadian Legion in Aurora
105 Industrial Parkway North

(Please park around back and enter through that door)

DANCE CLASSES
Level 2:  9 p.m.  Samba & Int.FoxtrotMar. 9 - May 4 

DANCE PARTY
Friday, March 20,2009
There will be a FREE Jive lesson followed by Latin, Ballroom, 

West Coast Swing and Line dancing until midnight.
7 p.m. Doors open  •  7:30 FREE LESSON  •  8:30 General Dancing  •  10:30 Coffee, Tea and Desserts

at the Royal Canadian Legion 105 Industrial Parkway North - parking and entrance at rear.

$15 Per Person

$85/Person
for 8 weeks

Only

Site: www.SteveMillerDance.ca 
Call Steve Miller at 416-587-4125
Email: Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca  

� FOR SALE

� BUSINESS SERVICES

� BUSINESS SERVICES

IN MEMORIUM

Not
everyone 

needs 
your services 
all the time, 

but,

...if 
you want 

to be 
there when 

they do, 
advertise 

in 

THE 
AURORAN
Classifieds

905-727-7128 

� SWIM CLASSES� ART CLASSES � PILATES � DANCE CLASSES

� GARDENING COURSES
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DRAWING CLASS
All levels, small
g r o u p s ,  E n g l i s h  
a n d  C h i n e s e .
Call Yunhong at 
9 0 5 - 7 1 3 - 3 6 5 0
www.yhartstudio.com

� ART CLASSES

ITEMS
FOR 
SALE

Advertise your:
CLASSES SEMINARS 

WORKSHOPS 
OR COURSES 

Prices start at $7/wk.
Call today:

905-727-7128

CLASSES • SEMINARS •  WORKSHOPS • COURSES

SWIM GYM INC.
Owned & operated by Yvonne Cattrall,

current Masters World Record holder, 44
years’ teaching & coaching experience.

Learn to swim, year round lessons.

BOOKING SUMMER 2009 NOW!
AURORA SELKIES SWIM CLUB

for children & youth  
AURORA SELKIES MASTERS SWIM CLUB

for adults over 18 
ADULT FIT SWIM 

EXCELLENT PUBLISHED RATES FOR ALL PROGRAMMES

www.swimgym.ca

If you would like us to search 
for a book visit us on-line at 

www.auroran.com 
then click on this icon  

R&RRR&&RR
RevisitedRevisited

95 Edward Street

905-727-3300

Wellington Street East

Metcalfe St. B
e
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zy
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.

Harrison Ave. X

R & R Revisited
95 Edward Street, corner 
of Harrison Avenue.

 Aurora’s #1 book store

 NEW & USEDNEW & USED BOOKS 

Open every day 10 - 4    –   Sundays noon - 4

� FOR RENT � CLEANING

OFFICE FOR RENT,
Yonge and Mosley area.
For more information, call
Telly at 905-717-4073.

One of North America’s 
largest financial 

services companies 
is expanding in this area.

If you desire a dynamic career with 
excellent income potential, 

call Ruth Greaves at 

1-888-240-4767

Specializing in Stonework, Brick, Fireplaces & Glass Block 
30 years experience 

905-955-1726, 905-898-6782 

Brick • Block • Stone 
TAYLOR MASONRY 

Quality Workmanship by an 
Experienced Tradesman

www.taylormasonry.ca

TAX ACCOUNTANT

25 years experience with 
Revenue Taxation CRA

Call: 905-479-9559

Let the professionals with the 
“know how” & expertise 

minimize your taxes
If you have not filed prior years tax returns, 

do not be afraid, call us now before CRA notification. 
Will  defend and protect your interest. 

Book now for a FREE consultation

KAM SADIQ 
Certified General Accountant 
Specializing in T1 Individual, 

Business and Corporate tax returns. 

P R O  P A I N T I N G
Int./Ext fast, clean, pro-
fessional & affordable,
last minute no problem!
9 0 5 - 8 9 8 - 3 4 4 5 .
selectpropainting.com

� TRAINER

E X P E R I E N C E D
FEMALE Certified
Personal Trainer Older
Adult Specialist Private
Studio Aurora Free
Consultation 905-726-
3287

Gardening Courses
Practical, adventurous 

and environmentally friendly
General and Advanced

6 x 2 hour classes, monthly, April - October 
Held in Merlin’s Hollow, an acre garden of 
perennial beds, rock gardens, shade beds, 

pond and fragrant garden
Starts weekend of April 25th.

Space is Limited
David Tomlinson

Renowned horticulturalist and naturalist

Call Dierdre Tomlinson 905-727-8979

Merlin’s Hollow

We Care Tutorial Services Inc. 

For information call:
1-877-WCTS-INC (928-7462)

Tutoring 
in the comfort of your own home 

since 1977is all about

� ENRICHMENT

  22 yrs teaching experience    
2.6 - 6yrs .

F/T & P/T .
Enrichment Classes 

Call Nita @ 905-726-8662 

HOME-BASED
Montessori Program

nitabagha@yahoo.ca

High Quality 
Low Price

Licenced Plumber
Alex

416-505-4780

PLUMBING

B E G I N N E R /
I N T E R M E D I A T E
P i l a t e s  c l a s s e s
Aurora 6 week ses-
sions: $60 Mon March
23 10.30-11.30 am
and 7.30-8.30 pm 
Call 905-717-3759 or
y v o n n e h a v e r y @
hotmail.com

Custom Decks and Fences 
Book now for Spring Specials 

Free Gates, and Deck upgrades 
Quality guaranteed, 25 years exp. 
905 726 9949 Cell 416 276 2069

OUTDOOR FX 

Service 
Residential/
Commercial

Gallaugher Cleaning 

905.717.2740
FREE ESTIMATE 

N E E D  S O M E
HELP? Painting, deck
& fence building, junk
removal, landscaping,
tree trimming, eave-
strough cleaning and
grass cutting. Free esti-
mates. Roy 905-476-
1243

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION

905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811 
e-mail: limousines@sympatico.ca

(AURORA BASED)

Hire either a Lincoln or a Hybrid 

“Green Limousine” 
for your next airport or downtown transportation.

From only $69.00! 
Call Alan @ York Region Limousines

Gone are the days we used to share 
But in our hearts you are always there 
The gates of memory will never close, 

We miss you more than anyone knows. 
With tender love and deep regret, 
We who love you will never forget. 

In loving memory 
of a dear husband, 

devoted father, 
and grandfather 

who passed away 
March 17, 2008. 

Sadly missed, forever loved, Noreen, Arthur, Peter, 
Timothy, Andrea and Grandchildren

DIAMOND, DR. A. W. (Bill)

The solution to
the Word Find
on page 13 is 
"gone, but not 

forgotten".

Are you Feeling the Stress of Life?
Are you Feeding your Fears?

Do you need to Bring the 
Spring back into your step?

Energy Healer/Spiritual Intutive/Reflexologist
Cathy Bell can help you out!

Psychic Readings
Individual Healing Sessions and Group Gealings. 

Home Parties/Corporate Gatherings

Call today 

Cathy Bell: 416-737-1795 
York Region & GTA

$10 OFF your First Session!



THE AURORAN, Week of March 17, 2009- 15

Senior Scape

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Volunteer appreciation
night planned at centre

In the Aurora Seniors
Association (ASA) giving
is often equated with a
multitude of seniors volun-
teering their time and
expertise and finding over
and over that the volun-
teering that is the most
demanding returns the
greatest satisfaction.

Most of us require to be
challenged occasionally,
or boredom results.

In April, the ASA will
hold Volunteer
Appreciation Night, and
this is an event that should
be promoted not because
volunteers are longing for
appreciation, but because
recognition adds luster to
the ASA and our way of
senior community life.

The ASA develops and
augments the intangible
characteristics that volun-
teering bestows on the
members and character-
izes the ASA community
as seniors who share so
much merely by socializ-
ing and getting involved in
activities of choice.

The population of ASA
members exceeded 1,000
at the end of 2008 and
some members return
several times weekly and
others daily to find benefit
or advantage by occupy-
ing their time profitably.
During the month of
January, 2,700 visits to
the ASA were recorded
and more attended as
inevitably, some visits fail
to be recorded.

The members who
attended more than likely
generated an excellent
way of spending their day
and the vivacity and
vibrancy exhibited by
these same seniors is a
striking testimony to the
power of good times and
good friends.

We often forget the
Board of Directors (BOD)
exists but, the BOD meets
regularly and works hard
and the fact that the ASA
runs quietly and smoothly,
bears testimony to the
selfless diligence of their
endeavours.

They met in February
and the results of their
long and careful delibera-
tions are posted on the
bulletin board, together
with a financial statement.

The dance committee is
connected to what
appeals to dancers and to
what has made the Friday
night dances so success-
ful over the years.

The next Friday night
dance will be Friday,
March 20th, starting at 8
p.m.in the West McKenzie
hall.You are welcome and

Reservations:  905-727-1312 
www.hojoaurora.com

15520 Yonge St., Aurora

TUESDAY MARCH 17, 2009
St. Patrick’s Day 
Howard Johnson Hotel Aurora

Featuring MC Darrin Rows & Comedian Jeff Elliott

           

Carved Roast Beef * Steak & Kidney Pie * Penne Pesto* Bangers & Mash 
* Roast Leg of Lamb * Parsley Boiled Potatoes * Medley of Green Vegetables 

* Salads * Delicious Green Dessert Table * Coffee & Tea

Headliner
Jeff McEnery 

Plus enjoy our St. Patrick’s Day Buffet…..

Doors open at 6:30pm!  Dinner at 7:00pm!  Show starts at 8:00pm!
$35.00* per person (Dinner & Show)   $20.00* per person (Show only, taxes included)

*Prices noted above are before taxes and gratuities unless otherwise noted.
***Show Intended for Mature Audience****

+19 (language may be offensive to some)

Jeff has quickly established himself as one of the fastest-rising stars in Canadian Comedy. 
In 2007 he took home a Canadian Comedy Award for “Best Stand-Up Newcomer”. 

Currently the youngest performer touring for Yuk Yuk's, Jeff has already 
appeared at the "Halifax Comedy Festival", the "Winnipeg Comedy Festival", the 
"Just for Laughs Comedy Festival" and the "Global Comedy Fest" in Vancouver.

MOON GARDEN
RESTAURANT Since 1969 

Dinner for

4 Egg Rolls 
Sweet and Sour Chicken Balls 
Ja Doo Wings
Chicken Chow Mein
Chicken Guy Ding
Chicken Fried Rice

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O.

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington.
Parking in behind.905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3232$$ 9595

when you spend $40 or more.

Not valid with any other offer. Offer expires March 31, 2009. This offer is valid at the Aurora location, ONLY. 
Gift Card purchases excluded. Coupon must be presented at time of purchase.

AURORA
15005 Yonge St.
905-727-1250
(at Kennedy St.)

Wellington

Kennedy

Yo
ng

e 
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MAXMAX MOUNTAIN 
BLEND 

COFFEE
Dark or 
Medium

300 g

Learn to play in a band            

Whether you are a beginner, have 6 months experience, 
or an intermediate player,  AMS ROCK BAND CAMP 

has a program for you.

Camp will be run at  the
 Aurora Montessori and Private School. 

Half days and full days are available to accommodate 
busy family schedules.

AMS ROCK BAND CAMP

Contact:
MICHAEL LANTEIGNE 

Phone: 416-721-2430  
Web: www.rockbandcamp.ca

SESSION DATES: 9:00 AM– 4:00 PM
March 15 - 20 
March 22 - 27 

 

Learn to sing 

Learn to play an instrument 

  Learn to record

 

 

 

Rotarian Grace Marsh,
left,and Aurora Rotary
President Ron Wallace,
right,spend time with
guest speaker,Staff
Sergeant Ricky
Veersappan of the York
Regional Police last
week.Ricky is officer in
charge of the Diversity
and Cultural Resources
Bureau of YRP and fas-
cinated club members
when he addressed the
regular Rotary meeting.

please bring a friend or
two.

The Operations and
Activities Committee met
last Wednesday and had
another productive dis-
cussion and review of
ways and means to
improve the quality of
activities in the ASA.

Jytte Gillies chaired the
committee meeting.

Enid Maize commented
on the success of the
recent mass choir event
and the gathering enthusi-
asm to repeat the format
at another location, possi-
bly the ASA.

The addition of the
Newmarket choir to this
initiative would also be a
possibility.

She also congratulated
the ASA choir, for their
constant rehearsals and
their choral performance.

ASA president, Charles
Sequeira, noted that prof-
its from any ASA activities
go into the ASA general
account and he listed
some of the expenses the
ASA incurs.

He noted also that a
funding application is
being prepared to aug-
ment some of the activi-
ties that need to be
upgraded.

New cupboard space
and sharing of existing
space received attention
and ways to improve this
situation will be exam-
ined.

Provision for improving
the ASA staging is

planned and the present
arrangements will be
upgraded, hopefully in
time for events planned
for the coming months.

Other items that were
discussed included the
Canada Day Parade, the
Farmers Market, the
Street Sale and the come-
dy in rehearsal under
Judy Buchanan’s direc-
tion.

This is by no means all
of what transpired but it
does provide a sense of
what needs to take place.

It also provides some
awareness of the under-
standing that must prevail
among the activities, for
the needs and require-
ments of others.

Earth Hour is sched-
uled for Saturday, March
28th and this allows
everybody who has the
well being of planet earth
at heart, to participate in
cities around the world.

This will be accom-
plished by the simple
expedient of turning off
lights for one hour in an
effort to raise global
awareness of climate
change.

It is not often that the
whole world can partici-
pate in a common objec-
tive, together and in har-
mony but, Toronto will
lead our way to partici-
pate in this symbolic ges-
ture, together with 538
other cities which 
have agreed, so far, to
participate.

Monday, March 9th -
N/S:Rose White and
G l o r i a  S m i t h ; B e t t y
S a l e y  a n d  P e t e r
S c h n e i d e r s ; A n n e
W h i t e  a n d  B a r b a r a
Wittmer. E/W: Murray
Sinclair and Don
Newman; Suzanne
Nunn and Shirley
Laurin;Melody Irving
and Bonnie Scheel.

Aurora Seniors
Duplicate Bridge
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How will     BLOOM?

Henderson Dr

Wellington St. W

Allaura Blvd.
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