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The MULETTO® Home Gardner
It’s a Wheelbarrow, Hand Truck 

Planter Carrier, Rock Lifter, Bag Holder, and more...
Strong and easy to use with 

minimal strain on your back
Call for details

905-727-1656

Great Mortgage 
Rate 

1 year 2.75%

Members of Aurora’s outside workers picketed the Town Hall Tuesday night, handing out 
literature to anyone who had business in the building.                     Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Outside employees
stage info pickets

Aurora's outside employees, their
families, supporters, and other mem-
bers of CUPE 905 marched in front of

Aurora Town Hall Tuesday night in an
information picket regarding their con-
tract negotiations with the Town.

About 50 people - including munici-
pal workers from Vaughan and
Richmond Hill - were on hand with plac-
ards, sandwich boards, and t-shirts,
attracting passing vehicles, and handing
informational flyers to those coming into
the Town Hall area.

"(We're) just letting people know
what our objections are, what we want
to get, and we're just asking for a fair
and average wage comparable to other
outside workers in the Region," said
Steve Scott, Chairperson of CUPE's
One Bargaining Unit for the Town of
Aurora.

"We (and the outside workers in
Whitchurch-Stouffville) are the lowest
paid municipal workers in York Region,"
outlined the flyers being handed out by
picketers. "We're not asking for the

Please see page 12

Council approves
plan amendment 

Councillors defeated a
motion by Councillor Evelina
MacEachern last Tuesday to
defer any decision on the con-
troversial planned mixed resi-
dential and commercial devel-
opment at Yonge and Centre
Streets until the Town's new
Official Plan and Promenade
Study are fleshed out. 

The motion, which was
defeated 5-4, with only
Councillors MacEachern,
Wendy Gaertner, John Gallo,
and Mayor Phyllis Morris in

favour, would have seen the
Kaitlin Group's official plan
amendment application held off
for several months while the
proposed plan was discussed
and tweaked at the council
table.

Concerns over the develop-
ment were expressed by coun-
cillors at a recent general com-
mittee meeting when the archi-
tect of the project, Stephen
Mac, presented changes to the

Designers and planners joined
forces with Town Staff, local school
boards, landowners, stakeholders,
and the public at large last week to
review options relating to the 2C
lands in north-east Aurora. 

The land area, which is bor-
dered by Highway 404 in the east,
Bayview Avenue in the west,
Wellington Street to the south, and
the border with Newmarket to the
north were subject to discussion,
where four preliminary options
emerged by Thursday night.

The first option presented to the
public, which will again be up for
discussion on Monday, is an
"attempt to capture all the aspira-
tions of the developers on the
land", said Ron Palmer, Planner,
from The Planning Partnership. Mr.
Palmer has been leading the dis-
cussion groups.

"All the various landowners
have given us plans so we tried to
put them together and display them
in the common language of land
use and road pattern," he said.

The second and third options try

to achieve similar goals, but display
experimentation with road pattern,
park land and density distribution,
and retail location, he said.

A fourth option was proposed by
local environmentalist David
Tomlinson with "a disjoined collec-
tor road system fundamentally at
its base," said Mr. Palmer.

Parkland is a significant - and
varying - feature in all four plans.
Option One is primarily focused on
five-acre neighbourhood parks
"intended to serve a larger neigh-
bourhood, (and to provide) sports
fields, and active recreation," he
said.

While Option Two also provides
for neighbourhood parks, a larger
recreation space is a marked char-
acteristic.

"(It features) a very large com-
munity park and that is for major
facilities such as 12 soccer fields,
10 baseball diamonds, it's a 20
hectare piece of public open space
intended for very active open
space use."

Groups join to discuss
options on Aurora land

Please see page 13

Please see page 12

Dawe considering
running for mayor

Geoffrey Dawe, president of the
Aurora Chamber of Commerce, said
Sunday he has been asked if he
would seek the mayor’s chair.

“I am considering it,” he told The
Auroran, “but I won’t make a final
decision until I finish with the
Chamber”.

If he decides to run it would make
four who are interested in the job.

Two - Nigel Kean and Roger
Clowater - have already registered.

Sitting mayor Phyllis Morris,
although she has not registered, told
The Auroran recently she would seek
re-election.

She won the race in the last elec-
tion, defeating sitting mayor Tim
Jones and councillor at the time,
Nigel Kean. Ms Morris also sat on
council at the time of the election.

Mr. Dawe, who is also a member
of the Aurora Library Board, has
never run politically.

Yonge St. Fest begins Sunday at 11 a.m. 



admission fee for this event.
SUNDAY, JUNE 6

Annual Aurora Street Festival on Yonge Street, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
More than 550 vendor spaces have been sold.

MONDAY, JUNE 7
The Aurora Film Circuit presents “Young at Heart”, an award-winning

documentary about a group of seniors living in Massachusetts who
refuse to let age and ill health get them down. Instead, they join a singing
group that performs rock, punk, and disco. The average age is 81; the
oldest is 92. One member needs an oxygen tank; another has undergone
chemotherapy; a third is recovering from a serious illness. The film is 50
per cent music and 50 per cent documentary footage. Songs include
David Bowie's "Golden Years", the Bee Gees' "Stayin' Alive," And the
Clash’s “Should I Stay or Should I Go”. Tickets, at $10, are on sale at the
library and R& R Used Books, Edward Street.

SATURDAY, JUNE 12
Merlin’s Hollow, the English flower garden, is open, free of charge, to

the public today from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 181 Centre Crescent.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16

Beginning at 6 p.m., members of the Aurora Historical Society are
invited to Hillary House National Historic Site for an evening with good
food, entertainment and a chance to win lucky draw prizes. Not a mem-
ber? Stop by to enjoy the evening and learn more about the organization.
It’s sure to be a fun evening in the company of good friends on the Hillary
House, Yonge Street, north of Wellington, grounds. Admission is $5 per
person or $2 for children under 10. You must RSVP by calling the Aurora

Historical Society at 905-727-8991 or e-mailing ahs@aurorahs.com.
THURSDAY, JUNE 17

Hospice King-Aurora and Doane House Hospice holds their annual
fundraising golf tournament at nearby Station Creek Golf Club at 8.30
a.m. To reserve your spot and for more information contact Lynn
McLarnon at 905-773-0155 or Stephen Forsey at 905-726-9343.

JUNE 25 AND 26
Slippermen appears at Theatre Aurora both nights at 7.30 p.m. There

is also a 1.30 p.m. matinee at the Theatre on Saturday, June 26. For tick-
ets, call Theatre Aurora at 905-727-3669.

SATURDAY, JULY 3
Merlin’s Hollow, the English flower garden, is open, free of charge, to

the public today from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 181 Centre Crescent.
SUNDAY, JULY 4

The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society invites you to attend
its annual Aurora Garden Tour. Spend an afternoon on a 
self-guided tour of seven gardens where the owners and creators
of these lovely landscape designs will be present to chat with you. 
The tour is from noon to 5 p.m., rain or shine! Tickets are 
$10 and are available in Aurora at Art of the Matter, 2 Orchard
Heights Boulevard; Caruso & Co., 15210 Yonge Street; 
Flowers by Terry, 14799 Yonge Street; and R&R Used Books, 
95 Edward Street; and at the booth at the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market June 19th, 26th, and July 3rd. For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n  c a l l  9 0 5 - 7 2 7 - 5 9 2 6  o r  v i s i t
http://www.gardenontario.org/site.php/aurora/news/details/5469.
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COMING EVENTS
CONTINUING

The Aurora Probus Club meets every second Wednesday of the
month (except July and August) at the Aurora Legion. Memberships con-
sist of retired and semi-retired PROfessional and BUSiness people,
hence the name Probus. It is a fun fellowship with well-chosen speakers.
New members are  welcome. For more information call Marilyn Munslow,
905-727-9344 or Bob Saunders, 905-841-3558. 

* * * *
Alateen meets every Sunday at 8 p.m. at St. Andrew's Presbyterian

Church, corner of Victoria and Mosley Streets.  Al-Anon meets every
Tuesday at 8 p.m. at the Aurora United Church on Yonge Street.  For more
information go to al-anon.alateen.on.ca.

* * * *
The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society meets on the fourth

Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. at the Royal Canadian Legion, 105
Industrial Parkway North in Aurora. Visitors are welcome for only $2. For
more information call Ray at 905-727-6168. 

* * * *
York Highlands Chorus is an award-winning a cappella Sweet

Adelines chorus, a group of women who gather Tuesday evenings at the
Old Firehall, Newmarket, to sing, share in the harmony of friendship and
learn the barbershop art form. York Highlands is always looking for new
women who share the love of a cappella music. Call Karen at 905-726-
2113 or Vikki at information@yorkhighlands.com.

* * * *
The Upper Canada Chordsmen, Aurora-Newmarket’s award winning

chorus, is looking for male singers. The group meets every Wednesday
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Old Firehall, 140 Main Street South, in
Newmarket .

* * * *
The Optimist Club of Aurora meets the first Wednesday of each

month at the Aurora Legion. New members are welcome. Call 905-727-
5012 for more information.

* * * *
The Aurora Lions Club meets the second and fourth Thursdays at the

Aurora Lions Hall, corner of Mosley and Victoria Streets, Co-ed club wel-
comes new members. For further information, call 905-727-6079.

* * * *
Every Thursday, Martha's Table serves home-made soup, sandwich-

es, and dessert in St. Andrew's Hall at the Presbyterian Church, corner
of Mosley and Victoria Street. Cost is minimal, and the volunteer-run pro-
gram enabled the church to give more than $5,000 to local charities in
2008 alone. You can enjoy lunch, conversation, and a sense of commu-
nity between 11.30 a.m. and 1.30 p.m. weekly. 

* * * *
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking for new members.

You do not have to be a police officer nor are you required to read music
to volunteer. The group rehearses Monday evenings between 7.30 and
9.30 p.m. For further information, contact the chorus supervisor at 905-
727-9676 or the coordinator of volunteer services for YRP at 905-830-
0303, extension 6717.

* * * *
Aurora’s Air Cadets meet every Tuesday night at Cardinal Carter

School from 6.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m., and offer a program for 12 years and
older boys and girls. 

* * * *
Aurora Opera Children’s Chorus welcomes treble voices. It is a choir

dedicated to nurturing and providing opportunities for children to express
their musical abilities. The chorus is open to boys and girls ages 5-17.
Contact the general director at keepsinging@rogers.com

* * * *
Community Home Assistance to Seniors (CHATS) is looking for vol-

unteers to assist with the activities in its Adult Day Program. The posi-
tions call for a commitment of a few hours a week at its Aurora location.
Various times are available. Call Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the Pioneer Club for boys and

girls, age three to Grade 4 and the Junior High Club for boys and girls,
Grades 5 to 8, will be held at the Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390
Industrial Parkway South. For more information call 905-841-8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every Wednesday at the Community

Bible Church on Bathurst Street just south of Henderson from 8 a.m. to
1 p.m. For more information e-mail Judy Hoffmann jhoff-
mann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing on Tuesday evenings at 8.15 p.m. at the

Aurora Heights Public School and on Friday mornings at St. Andrews'
Presbyterian Church beginning at 10.30 a.m. No partners are needed
and beginners are welcome. 

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday at 6.30 p.m. at Gabriel's on

Yonge Street. New members are welcome. For further information call
905-713-9356.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148 meets the first and

third Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street, south of
Wellington. For more information call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday of each month at

the Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday each month at
57 Mosley Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee Club at 9 a.m. and lunch at noon.
Call 905-727-3032 or 905-727-1080 for more information.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday night at Trinity Anglican

Church, Victoria Street, at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at the Aurora Legion at
7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women holds monthly meetings at

the Aurora Legion with a variety of speakers. Contact Beverley at 905-
727-2151.

THURSDAY, JUNE 3
The next Aurora Chamber of Commerce Business After Five meeting

will be hosted by JacKryn France Inc. from 5.30 to 7.30 p.m.. They are
located at 89 Wellington Street East. The event is complimentary to
Chamber members.

FRIDAY, JUNE 4
Launch of Artcures Art Exhibition Show and Sale at the Aurora

Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, at 7 p.m. A display and sale of York
Region visual artists; works in a variety of media including oil, water-
colour, acrylic, pottery and more. Artcures is a local not-for-profit organi-
zation dedicated to inspiring wellness through creativity. Ongoing through
to June 13th; for sale hours call the Centre at 905-713-1818 or 
send an e-mail to info@auroraculturalcentre.ca. There is no 
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gourmet
to go

Schnitzels 
our specialty

905-727-9561
14889 Yonge Street, Aurora 

www.graystonesrestaurant.ca

TOO TIRED TO COOK?

Let us 
prepare 
your meal. 
You just 
pick it up, 
take it 
home and 

ENJOY!

RELAX... 

10% DISCOUNT 
ON TAKE-OUT!
Sorry - no delivery available

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

(905) 841-1030
(416) 565-3727 

www.listwithanna.com

Anna Runco 
Sales Representative 

My goal is to make your 
real estate dreams a reality!

Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract

St. Andrew’s Realty Inc. 
Brokerage

Aurora’s schools were the places to be over the
weekend. In the top photo, Curtis Fordyce rides a
tricycle at the Aurora Grove Public School’s 10th
Anniversary Spring Fling and Reunion, while
Meaghan Kunkeo, left, and Kaitlynn Staniuk, both
students at Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School,
admire a goat, part of the petting farm animals that
were at the Aurora Senior and George Street Public
Schools Saturday.      Auroran photos by David Falconer

Aurora Optimists plan
picnic for anniversary

The Optimist Club of Aurora
will mark 25 years of service to
the Town of Aurora with a com-
munity celebration at the park
which bears its name.

The celebratory picnic,
which will be held June 19 at
Optimist Park, will be open to
all Aurora residents, said
Optimist Brian Marshall at a
recent general committee
meeting.

"The people who come will
be able to enjoy pony rides,
petting zoos, an inflatable
bouncy house, a climbing wall,
games and races, as well as
other activities," he said. "There
will also be live music provided
by local musicians and all this
will be provided free of charge
as our gift to the people of
Aurora. "Those who attend will
be encouraged to pack their
own picnic lunch or purchase
one from our mobile kitchen. "

The 25-year celebration
marks the silver anniversary of
the group lending a hand to
Aurora youth.

"For a quarter of a century,
we have been actively spon-
soring children in Aurora in
hockey, baseball and soccer,"
said Mr. Marshall. "We also run
an annual chess tournament
for children and have provided
scholarships and other funding
for both Aurora High School
and Dr. G. W. Williams
Secondary School for years."

The club, he added, sends

Grade 10 students from each
Aurora school to leadership
seminars every spring, as well
as helping to organize and
marshal events such as the
Santa Claus Parade. Local
youth is currently enjoying the
Flipside Skate Park at the
Aurora Leisure Complex cour-
tesy of the Optimists.

Mr. Marshall appeared at
the meeting on behalf of the
54-member strong Optimist
Club requesting the Town
waive the $300 fee incurred
when hiring a Town park for an
event. 

The request met with no
opposition at the council table,
with councillors noting the
inclusiveness of the plans.

"That is a lot of work done
by a very small group of peo-
ple," said Councillor Evelyn
Buck. "We're not setting a
precedent because the
Optimist Club is seeking to
organize a festival that is
encouraging everyone in
Aurora to join them for a cele-
bration. They're not asking for a
park for an exclusive purpose.
They're asking for the use of
this park and inviting everyone
in the community to join them in
celebration. "

The Club's good works in
the community also justified
waiving the fees, said
Councillor Evelina
MacEachern.

"Typically our reaction is to

refer to staff for a report," said
Councillor MacEachern. "I'm
sure everyone at the table feels
there's no need for that
because we get so much."

When the councillor asked
Al Downey, Aurora's director of
Parks and Recreation Services

whether his department was
comfortable waiving the fees
without the preparation of a
report, he replied in the affirma-
tive. 

"I'm more than pleased to
waive the fee," he said. "The
Optimists are a great partner."

Changes limit donations
As most Aurorans are aware,

polls in the municipal election
open on October 25, in the first of
many changes in the upcoming
election process since amend-
ments to the Municipal Elections
Act came into effect in January.

These changes will limit
campaign donations and
increase financial transparency
to the electorate.

Amendments include a limi-
tation on donations to individual
candidates for the same office at
$5,000. 

"Contributors are still limited
to a maximum donation of $750
per candidate but this amend-
ment limits the aggregate
amount that a contributor can
make to one municipal council or
school board election, " said
John Leach, Aurora's Town
Clerk in a report to Council.

"Contributors who exceed
this limit may be liable to a penal-
ty."

The changes to the act also
eliminate the "grace period" of
91 days for candidates following
the March deadline for filing
financial statements without
penalty.

Statements are now due on
the last Friday in March following
the election, although individual
candidates may apply for an
extension through the Ontario
Court of Justice.

Once filed, these statements

will now be published online for
all to see.

Under previous rules, state-
ments were only available for
public review through the Town
Clerk’s office. 

Accessibility for the elec-
torate, which has been of partic-
ular concern to councillors such
as Wendy Gaertner, is also tack-
led in the changes.

The Town Clerk must now
ensure that each polling station
is accessible to individuals with
disabilities.

Considerations are also
being made for candidates with
disabilities.

The act now provides for
expenses related to "a candi-
date's disability to be excluded
from the candidate's spending
limit."

With Election Day looming in
October, key dates leading up to
it have been clarified further.

Nomination day for candi-
dates is scheduled for
September 10.

This is, therefore, the last day
to submit a nomination as well
as the last day to withdraw from
the race.

A voters' list will be available
September 1 for viewing at Town
Hall and the Aurora Public
Library. 

Advanced voting at the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre begins
October 9.

FORMERLY
OAK RIDGE

MEATS

JUNE IS KEBAB MONTH
CHICKEN

HONEY GARLIC; JERK;
MESQUIIT; GARLIC & ROSEMARY;
SUNDRIED TOMATO/BASIL;

LEMON.

PORK
HONEY GARLIC;
SOUVLAKI;

GARLIC/ROSEMARY.

BEEF
TERIYAKI;
REDWINE.

FISH LAMB
LEMON SHRIMP;
LEMON SALMON.

Buy 5get one FREE
Choose from any 16 varieties

ofKEBABS at
AURORA FINE FOODS

andget one FREE
Offer valid with original coupon

until June 30th 2010

REDWINE
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Letters to the Editor

MPP Klees responds
to letter with his facts

To the editor,

After 15 years serving as a
Member of Provincial
Parliament, I thought I had
experienced most of the ugli-
ness that the dark side of
human nature can hurl my
way.

But I was wrong, and what
caught me off guard was the
fact that it came at me from the
pages of this community
newspaper in the form of a let-
ter to the editor published in
the Week of May 25, edition.

While I have resisted
responding to letters to the
editor, I feel compelled to
respond to the letter written by
James McConnell for two rea-
sons.

First, because the letter
contains a litany of inaccurate
information that not only mis-
represents my position on
important policy issues, but is
also misleading about my role
as a provincial representative
and calls into question my per-
sonal and professional integri-
ty through innuendo. 

In short, Mr. McConnell has
maligned my character and
reputation and in due course,
will be required to account for
his actions through the justice
system.  

My second reason for
responding is that by crowning
Mr. McConnell's letter with a
headline as large as the news-
paper's front page banner, and
publishing the letter without so
much as the most basic fact-
checking, the editor has been
as irresponsible as the letter-
writer in perpetuating the
defamation that has resulted
from the dissemination of this
information. 

Let me set the record

straight:
McConnell begins by call-

ing into question my "integrity"
and then proceeds to misrep-
resent even the most basic of
information. 

1) McConnell accuses me
of posing beside a gravestone
with the Premier's name on it.
He apparently missed the fac-
tual information; namely, that
the monument did not contain
the Premier's name, it was
engraved with the words
"Dalton's Death Tax" by the
owner of a monument busi-
ness after learning that the
HST would add an additional
$1,200 - $1,600 to the cost of
funeral and burial services in
Ontario. He chose to ignore
the fact that I had been invited
to the unveiling of this "monu-
ment to the HST" by a con-
stituent who felt compelled to
express his opposition to this
new tax in the best way he
knew.  

2) McConnell calls into
question my criticism of the
Green Energy Act which he
says was modelled after
Germany's Renewable
Energy Sources Act which he
claims may be the most suc-
cessful green incentive poli-
cies in the world. Mr.
McConnell could not be more
misinformed and should
apprise himself of a recent
study released by the German
government that concludes
"wind farms are an expensive
and inefficient way of generat-
ing sustainable energy". In
fact, the government study
confirms that its pre-occupa-
tion with unreliable and expen-
sive windpower has forced
Germany to import most of its
baseload power at what are
proving to be unsustainable

prices. As Bloomberg News
reported, "the unsustainable
flow of wind power in their net-
works has forced German util-
ities to buy more expensive
energy, requiring them to raise
prices for the consumer".

As for the "over 200,000
people" Mr. McConnell claims
are employed in Germany's
renewable energy sector, the
promise of green jobs is yet
one more illusion. Eric
Rosenbloom, science editor of
the Country Guardian reports
that "a typical large wind facili-
ty requires just one mainte-
nance worker.  According to
his study, of the initial work-
force of people who were
employed during the construc-
tion stage, more than 60 per
cent are typically imported for-
eign labor from the turbine
company; leaving no more
than one or two local jobs per
turbine per 20 MW installed
capacity. 

If Mr. McConnell wants to
inform others about green
energy, he should inform him-
self first. 

3) McConnell asserts that
Ontarians will be able to "con-
serve more electricity" with
smart meters.  Not one person
knowledgeable about smart
meters will allow that they
"conserve energy" and reduce
consumption. They are simply
a tool to allow utilities to
charge different rates at differ-
ent times of the day. Again, a
little knowledge can be a dan-
gerous thing. 

4) McConnell tells his read-
ers that "Klees is on the board
of the Universal Energy
Corporation", and ties my role
as a board member to discipli-
nary measures against the
company by the Ontario

Energy Board and insinuates
that there may be a "financial
gain from the pro oil and gas
opinions" I express. First,
Universal Energy hasn't exist-
ed for over a year. The fact that
McConnell's information on
this is inaccurate, may also
explain why he chose to ignore
the fact that as an Independent
Board Member and Member of
the Audit and Governance
Committees I was responsible
for the implementation of a
zero tolerance policy for non-
compliance with prescribed
business practices by frontline
employees. It is also apparent
from his innuendo of conflict,
that McConnell does not
understand the difference
between generation and the
marketing functions of electric-
ity and natural gas industries.
To suggest that there could be
even a spark of conflict
between the two functions
demonstrates a total lack of
understanding of the energy
industry. 

5) McConnell seems to
think that he revealed a deep
secret when he states that a
blog reported that the former
CEO of Universal Energy (and
a long time personal friend)
donated to my leadership cam-
paign. In fact, all donations to
all leadership campaigns are
reported in real time and are
available for all to see through
Elections Ontario. That's the
only factual information Mr.
McConnell offered up in his let-
ter and he didn't have to rely on
a blog to find it. 

6) As for McConnell's sug-
gestion that his "younger gen-
eration" will suffer because of
what he calls my "ignorance is
bliss attitude" on environmental
issues, I would ask him to
brush up on who it was who
spearheaded the Oak Ridges
Moraine Protection Act that
has permanently protected
from development 100 per cent
of the environmentally sensi-
tive areas of the moraine that
stretches 160 kilometres from
the Trent River in the east to the
Niagara Escarpment in the
west. Informed constituents will
know that this was one of my
initiatives as a member of the
former PC Government. 

He is also apparently not
aware that I am a Member of
the Board of Directors of
Tribute Resources, a public
company that is in the business
of developing renewable ener-
gy generation including wind
and hydroelectric generation
along the Trent-Severn
Waterway. 

Finally, Mr. McConnell
states that "Aurorans expect
dignity, respectable dialogue
and innovative ideas from their
elected representatives". On
this, I agree with Mr.
McConnell. I will let my con-
stituents decide who has con-
ducted themselves with dignity,
and what could possibly be the
motivation behind Mr.
McConnell's attempted assault
on my reputation.

Frank Klees, MPP
Aurora

Perhaps letter writer
is a Liberal member
To the editor,

Re:  "Klees' column
"disgusting, appalling",
reader claims" (The
Auroran letters, May 25,
2010)

Mr. McConnell is clearly
upset with Mr. Klees...or is
he?

Sounds to me that he
may be guilty of exactly that
which he accuses Mr. Klees!
Opportunistic politicking? A
Liberal perhaps?  

For the record, I'm not a
card carrying member of
any political party.

I'm an ordinary, tax-pay-
ing Aurora resident, just try-
ing to make ends meet.

I attempt to keep myself
somewhat informed politi-
cally, (at least as much as I
can stand) and I, like the
majority of Canadians, look
at my bottom line every
month. Right or wrong, that
sways my opinion.

I've been watching with

concern about what the HST
will do to my bottom line and
have heard both sides clear-
ly disagree on what its
impact on me will be.

That impact has become
clearer in the last few
weeks.

I've seen ads from com-
panies selling windows,
vacations, theatre tickets,
real estate, and yes, funeral
services that say "Buy
now…Beat the HST!"

I don't notice any of them
say, "Don't worry. We're sav-
ing money on our end and
we're gonna pass it on to
you!"

Of course, they won't! As
a business owner, would
you?

What I found "disgust-
ing", Mr. McConnell, is the
hypocrisy that instructs the
LCBO, a government-run
business, to keep prices
constant when the HST
comes into effect (Toronto
Star May 13/10), all in 
the name of social 

responsibility!
Give me a break.
I have to say I appreciate

that Mr. Klees takes the time
to write a column in the local
paper and kudos to this
local paper for printing it. It
helps.

The way I read it, Mr.
Klees responded to the out-
cry by one of his con-
stituents, Dave Tomkinson
at Luesby Memorial.

Although I have never
contacted his office person-
ally for any assistance, I've
heard many stories about
people who have reached
out to him for help and have
been impressed by the time
and result he and his staff
give.  

As for July 1st…Canada
Day celebrates our national
pride.

National pride keeps the
debate active; critical to a
country strong and free.

A.  McLean
Aurora

This 1939 ad for Scampers Shoes manufactured in
Aurora by the T. Sisman Shoe Company, appeared
in a number of publications. It’s interesting to note
that the popular Scamper shoe had already sold
more than one million pairs, according to the
advertising. Ad was provided by Aurora’s David
Heard. Company, which had a huge manufacturing
building on Berczy Street, no longer exists.
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Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston
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By Stephen Somerville 

I would walk 100 miles for fresh.
For the last four summers I have become accustomed to get-

ting up at five a.m. just like a real farmer, but a little later.
The first year I just began getting used to being part of a com-

munity as I made a terrific choice to get involved.
By doing this I overcame my communication challenge and I

learned to read lips to assist with my hearing and practiced it at
the Aurora Farmers’ Market.

It has been wonderful watching the farmers interact with cus-
tomers and sell their wares.

The gathering of citizens catching up on the latest gossip and
local news and the smells of fresh and healthy are a highlight.

It has become a destination I look forward to each Saturday
and miss it through the winter months.

The original marketplace in the mid-1800s was at Yonge and
Wellington streets where farmers from miles around would sell
their harvest to the mills that were abundant in Aurora.

The underground network of the many aquifers and streams
was like we had a hidden Niagara Falls for power that supported
our economy.

Then in the latter part of that century it was the Town Hall at
Mosley and Yonge Street that became the first organized market.

The fire department’s wagons were wheeled out to make
space for trade and the market grew along Mosley.

There in the same location was a library and a one-room
school.

So big in fact that it made its way to almost Wells Street.
The current location, the Aurora Town Park, just kind of took

off where the old one finished.
At the new meeting place the Snowden Farms meat pies are

a bevy of flavours that scream fresh ingredients.

Worth the trip is the fair trade coffee that if the brew does not
wake you up in the morning then John’s smile will.

Nicole can make a cookie look like anything, and anything
look like a cookie.

At the north end of the market Mike (I call him Barney Rubble)
is the cordial neighbor who says "morning" across the hedge.

Kevin's awesome smokehouse kitchen is a marvel just like
what he and his wife serve up.

If that is not enough try one of the new vendors who offer
breakfast pizza with a crust that is one of the best I have
devoured.

What an addition.
There are organic soaps and passionately crafted jewelry and

a seamstress who completed a custom job for our display that
compliments the merchandising.

There is much to enjoy and produce season hasn't even hit
yet from the 100 miles we draw our vendors from.

It is also so quiet this year you can hear the birds call out in
the trees above the street.

It's a canopy that you cannot find just anywhere in Aurora.
Did I mention the authorities we have on honey and heirloom

tomatoes?
They will inform and educate you, so come learn and be

entertained by the experts who really know their stuff.
You can't find that in the aisles.
It is like stepping back in time to a softer gentler era when you

were entertained by the environment.
It was about the people.
They make the market and the market is thankful.
I will probably get heck from one of the many vendors or 

farmers whose name I didn’t mention.

Oh well, it is about the bigger picture anyway and not a popu-
larity contest.

It is a community.
There are rumours also circulating, that some classic things

will happen this year that will remind you of days gone by.
Where old meets new and parents and children relish in orig-

inality and accomplish something together.
Where flight and fancy may take the champion to new heights.
I remember that type of feeling when at eight years old I won

a pie eating contest at the Town Park.
I won seven silver dollars competing against adults and don't

have the coins but I do have the valuable memories.
There were the old horse shows at the park and more than

just those animals showcased.
Those days may return. There may be awards given out to

four legs again in that very park called Town. Keep in touch and
we will let you know how to get involved.

Also I will be guiding a few Friday or Saturday night walking
tours in the moonlight during the summer months.

If you know a service club, church, or group who wish to hear
stories of our great little Town I am willing to guide a private tour.

Dates will be set soon.
Thanks again to all the people who brave the weather and

especially the farmers who invest their summers with us.
The only thing missing is the sound of hooves and the moo-

ing of a few cows.
There is always next year ……
See you at the market.

David Heard can be reached at
astepintimeaurora@yahoo.com

Heard About Town
Farmers’ market

By David Heard

In last week's Auroran, reader George Hervey wrote a letter to the
editor: 

"In recent columns Stephen Somerville seems to be tearing him-
self apart."

"Is he John Ibbotson or Jane Taber?"
"You need to find a number of Aurora residents who can produce

a weekly column."
"Surely there must be some who could add luster to this most

important page."
Mr. Hervey, don't be so indirect and vague, please tell me how you

really feel next time!
I spent the last few days checking to see if my mother-in-law was

writing under a pseudo name! (She is not.)
Over the past four years, I have received numerous e-mails

regarding this column; I have responded to all of them. As Mr. Gervey
has written an open letter to me, I will respond through this column
instead of through e-mail. 

While I am always interested in feedback (both good or bad) and
constructive criticism, your letter doesn't provide me with anything to
work on.

I don't know what is meant by "seems to be tearing himself apart."
Is it that the subjects that I write about don't interest you? Are they

boring? Or you simply don't like my approach or style of writing?
I do hope that my columns are not boring. I will admit though, that

from time to time, I have had some difficulty in coming up with some-
thing suitable to write about. 

It is very much a pleasure and a privilege writing on a weekly basis

- this being column number 193 - and I usually do have enough ideas
for the next three or four columns, but there have been periods when
I have been stumped. This has not happened lately though. 

There have also been times where I had already written a large
part of the column, but after further reviewing it, I scrapped the docu-
ment and started again.  

The editor has been good enough to allow me to write about any-
thing that has a local flavour to it. I have not confined my written offer-
ings to just politics and public affairs; I have also written about people
and various events in our community. 

The reason for this is that I am very interested in the different things
that occur locally and I also don't want to bore the reader with too
many columns about any one topic. (i.e. taxes and also my fervent
desire to see everyone eligible to vote in Aurora do so). 

I have also tried, in some cases, to take a dispassionate, third per-
son perspective of things, while at other times, injected myself or cer-
tain family members into the column for a change of pace.

I also try to lighten things up a little. Quickly scanning the three
major dailies every morning shows me that there are enough mis-
deeds going on out there, so it is nice to highlight some of the good
things.

I also don't get what you mean by "Is he John Ibbotson or Jane
Taber?"

They are both political and national affairs colum-
nists/commentators of some stature.

I don't try to emulate them and I certainly don't see myself in their
class of writers.

Is it my political ideology or philosophy?
I refer back to the words in my initial column from May, 2006: "I start

from the basic premise that I both admire and respect all those - irre-
spective of political stripe - who seek and hold public office. I think pub-
lic life is fundamentally about the nobility and selflessness of public
service. It is too bad that sometimes the noblest profession seems to
have taken on the characteristics of the oldest profession."

Having volunteered in 30 political campaigns over 28 years, I have
a lot of respect for any of our public officials. I also know that the politi-
cians do enough bone headed and shortsighted things to justify some
of the public cynicism, but we are still very fortunate that we have good
people from our community willing to step forward and serve.

While I take my responsibility as a volunteer columnist seriously, I
also try and keep it in perspective.

I remember a number of years ago preparing remarks for a
speech I was to give and my wife telling me, "don't try to be informa-
tive, engaging or humorous, and for God's sake, don't try to be intelli-
gent - just be yourself". Keeping this sage advice in mind, my columns
are simply intended to stimulate debate and discussion on some of
the issues and also to promote the good work that goes on in our won-
derful community.

I most welcome any readers comments/criticisms/suggestions at
any time.

Cheers!

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com
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Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5 
Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted

 
15570 Yonge Street 

Aurora, On

The Light Spot

(905) 727-7347

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store

of styles 
to choose from!

100’s 

SPRING
LIGHTING 
IDEAS

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

Giving up this information
will not require me to vote

To the editor,

The municipal elections
in October of this year will be
an interesting event on many
fronts.

Not only is it all about
electing an effective munici-
pal government but also
about overcoming low voter
turnout and the general apa-
thy of the electorate.

The turnout at the last
municipal elections although

I don't have the figures, was
nothing short of deplorable.

The first comes hopefully
with being presented with
those who will be committed
to the job and the second
will just follow suit because
people will be interested and
more likely to exercise their
civic duty.

Taking care of the first
part although seemingly an
easy fix by offering choice is
really so closely tied to the

second, apathy, that I don't
see an effective change on
the horizon.

Therefore it is a recogniz-
able symptom that low voter
turnout will always follow.

I don't know how to fix
any of the problems.

If I did, I might be a politi-
cian.

I do know that to fix voter
turnout you need to get peo-
ple registered and turning
out.

I for one will turn out but I
might not be registered if I fail
to mail in some information
sheet to M.P.A.C. (Municipal
Property Assessment
Corporation).

Now call me old fash-
ioned, but I remember when
election time meant enumer-
aters coming door to door to
make sure you were able to
cast your vote.

I choose not to send any
information about members
of my household to a
Corporation whose sole task
is to systematically generate
an increase of my annual
taxation to that very body
that I am voting for.

Maybe I missed some-
thing but I don't believe any-
body can force me to tick off
little boxes and physically
mail someone my private
information, except Revenue
Canada, but they are not a
(private) corporation.

In my day to day hectic
life, I resent giving any of my
time, or private information,
to anybody.

Call me apathetic.
See you on election day, 

I'll be the one with license in
hand and a phone bill
acknowledging my resident
status as an Auroran.

Mark Warburton
Aurora

Serviceman offered
reader his own car
To the editor,

Just as I was losing all my
faith and respect for our
Service Industry, a young
mechanic restored it.  My
vehicle is not new anymore
and I have always looked
after it when service was
indicated.

At the dealership I pur-
chased it (no longer in busi-
ness) whenever I took it in to
have a check up and oil
change – they always found
at least $500 worth of work
to be done and sometimes
more.

It got to the point I just
handed over my Visa card
and said that they should
just ”have their way” with 
it and I would come in 

and sign.
I trusted, naively, that

they knew more than me.
Mind you, if the work was

going to take a long time
they provided me with a
courtesy car. Big Whoop!

However, being a widow
and must watch my pennies,
I started to ask questions
and did some consulting with
my grown sons who just
shook their heads in dismay,
offered to take my car in for
its service, after giving me a
lecture on dealership proto-
cols.

Okay, so after the dealer-
ship closed, I investigated
(not really I just asked my
son where he takes his
truck) other options and
decided on Lloyd’s Auto

Shop on Industrial Parkway.
When that service light

came on I made an appoint-
ment and $40 later was told
that I required some addition-
al “bushing thing” done, not
immediately.

Being a grown up I decid-
ed without consultation to
make another appointment
before the bi-weekly trek to
the North Country started.

To my dismay, not only did
the work cost a reasonable
sum – approximately half of
the usual dealership amount
- but because there was no
working courtesy car avail-
able – the mechanic loaned
me his own personal car.

How cool was that??
I came home, watered,

did ad copy and within a cou-
ple of hours was called and
picked up my van.  Matt did
not have to provide his own
vehicle.

There are still those who
hold customer service in high
esteem and I found one right
here in Aurora.

Bonnie Tiffin
Oak Ridges

Chief has advice
for use of cottage
To the editor,

Cottage season is here!
Remember, it is law in

Ontario to have working
alarms on each storey and
outside all sleeping areas in
your cottage, as it is in your
home.

Please also check your
local laws regarding carbon
monoxide alarms.

Fire chiefs across cottage
country want you to have
“piece of mind at your piece
of heaven”.

Watch for our TV
reminders featuring FishTV
host Leo Stakos, and heed
these five tips:

1. Change all smoke
alarms batteries at least
once per year,

2. Replace all smoke
alarms over 10 years old,

3. If your cottage has a
fireplace, or gas or propane
applicances, install at least
one CO,

4. Clean heating appli-
ances and barbecues before
use, and ensure all com-
bustibles as well as children
and pets, are kept well away
while grilling,

5. Check with local author-
ities for restrictions on camp-
fires or burning brush.

Enjoy the summer of 2010
while being fire safe.

Ian Laing
Fire chief
Central York
Fire Services
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Brighten Your Day Cleaning Services - Making a difference one
home at a time is one of the most satisfying aspects of owning a residential cleaning
service. As a Partner of the Cleaning For A Reason Foundation, I have the privilege of
providing free cleaning for women undergoing treatment for cancer. 

Providing home cleaning for women during one of the most stressful times of their
lives is at the very heart and soul of what we do every day. All of us, at Brighten
Your Day, are proud of the services we provide and are happy to help those in
need. We believe responsible businesses look for ways to reach out to their communi-
ties. We are committed to being a leader in our industry by doing our part. 

We help women simplify their life every day. So being a part of the Cleaning For
A Reason Foundation is a natural fit for our busy residential cleaning serv-
ice. The Cleaning For A Reason Foundation makes it possible for us to do our part in
the way we know best – cleaning homes every day, and making a difference.

You can help too. On Sunday, June 6th, 11:00 am – 5:00 pm,
Brighten Your Day will be holding silent auctions at the Aurora Chamber
Street Festival, where all proceeds will go to help support the Cleaning For A Reason
Foundation. There will be something of interest for everyone from golf, spa, family and
entertainment themes. So come out and place your bid for a very special reason.

When someone knows a woman who is in need of help during this difficult season
of her life, please send her to the foundation’s website at www.cleaningforareason.org
or call us at the office for more information regarding this amazing opportunity for
help. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Kathy Densmore

Owner
Brighten Your Day Cleaning Services
(905) 713- 3651

Join us for a night of dancing, drinks & 
fun $25 Advance Ticket Purchase/

$30 @ the door. Admission includes 
horsd’oeuvres & martini

Money stands in way of treatment
By BROCK WEIR

Auroran staff
When eight-year-old

Thalia Avgousti tries to
speak, her jaws, lips, vocal
cords, and diaphragm don't
always cooperate.

Her mother Flory likens
the cooperation between
Thalia's brain with her lips,
jaws, vocal cords and
diaphragm to an orchestra.

"Just imagine an orches-
tra where everybody is
playing a different note at a
different time," said Ms.
Avgousti. "They can't all
synchronize themselves.
These articulators are basi-
cally an orchestra."

Thalia lives with cerebral
palsy. While the disorder
affects each person differ-
ently, Thalia experiences
her most severe symptoms
in areas related to speech.

There is no cure for it
and the only treatments
available tackle the symp-
toms, not the source.

Doctors have told her
the primary course of
action is extended physio-
therapy with a focus on rep-
etition.

Repeating a prescribed
exercise over and over,
upwards of a few thousand
times, has a profound effect
on muscle memory, said
Ms. Avgousti. The more an
action is repeated, the
greater likelihood of suc-
cess.

"It takes a lot of time and
effort in order for her to
achieve something that is
very minimal," she said.
"With all her challenges
and all her therapies - phys-
iotherapy, occupational
therapy, speech therapy -
she is going to grow very
slowly being physically suc-
cessful. 

"I've always said to doc-
tors and therapists, 'can't
we take care of the source
of the problem which is at
the brain, and not the
symptoms?' They've said
no, there is nothing avail-
able to do that."

But a better method of
tackling these symptoms

may be on the horizon for
Thalia: stem cell therapy.

Ms. Avgousti said she
has been researching stem
cells for several years. In
her research, she came
across a clinic in Germany
that uses a patient's own
stem cells - extracted from
bone marrow - to treat
countless diseases and dis-
orders. 

And this particular clinic
treats cerebral palsy.

"It is like giving yourself
a blood transfusion with
your own blood; it is zero
risk," said Ms. Avgousti.
"We got interested in it and
we followed the research
and spoke to some moms
in the US who have actual-
ly gone ahead with this
treatment and they have
found great success with
their children.

"Great success for their
kids may appear to be
small because it won't be a
cure, but it will be an
improvement. An improve-
ment to a child with cere-
bral palsy is huge in par-
ents' eyes because obvi-
ously what it would create
is a huge stepping stone for
kids like Thalia."

Ms. Avgousti said this
treatment could almost be
like setting a new "base-
line" from which Thalia
would be able to develop
and grow.

"Therapy would then
work better, so rather than
getting a return on 10 per
cent of the treatment she
has done in the past,
maybe we'll get 30 or 40
per cent from the therapy
we do in the future.
Everything will work better.
She will have a new base-
line and we'd be getting
better return on the money
and time we invest in thera-
py, and that is huge to us."

A ton of money -
$40,000 to be exact - is
what currently stands
between Thalia receiving
the treatment in Germany.

The family is planning
community fundraisers to
help towards the cost of

treatment as well as looking
for community and corpo-
rate partners.

The first fundraising
event will be "Mom's Martini
Night Out" to "celebrate the
lengths and efforts moms
go to for their children."

It will take place
Thursday, June 10 at 8:30
p.m. at the new SW Club at
Bayview Avenue and
Wellington Street.

Following this, a second
fundraiser will be held June
19 called "Family Movie
Night under the Stars." 

This event, which is slat-
ed to kick off at 7 p.m. at
James Lloyd Park on Stone
Road, consists of a bar-
beque featuring souvlaki,
hamburgers, and hot dogs,
a silent auction, a musical
chairs tournament and the
main event - a screening of
the hit movie Cloudy with a
Chance of Meatballs. 

"We're renting a big
jumbo movie screen - 28
feet by 22 feet - and we'll
also have pre-show enter-
tainment. We're still working
on seeing what we can get
probably over the next
week or two," said Ms.
Avgousti. 

"We'll also have interac-
tive sports games and a
jumping castle."

Admission for a family of
four is $35, while adults can
get in for $10 and individual
children for $8.

When all is said and
done, Ms. Avgousti said this
event might raise $2,000
towards Thalia's treatment.
While community support
has been "overwhelming"
with individuals trying to
help out and contribute to
the cause, the family is still
looking towards securing
community and corporate
support and sponsors.

"If I look at all the costs
we're investing in this
event, what we get in return
is really not that much," she
said. "We're really hoping
we could get some corpo-
rate sponsorship involved
in this to raise the funds
that way. I'm still continuing

to look for sponsorship and
anyone wanting to make a
donation would be appreci-
ated."

To date, they have
raised $1,000 from a local
company and $250 from

firefighters, but securing
further sponsorship "has
been a struggle”.

"I have focused on local
businesses in the commu-
nity," said Ms. Avgousti.
"We're in a subdivision that

is 15 years old and I
thought starting out it would
be great if a roofing or win-
dow company could spon-
sor this event. It would be
great visibility for them, it
would show their generosi-
ty, and it is visibility that
works."

These companies, how-
ever, were not receptive,
she said. 

In addition to this, infor-
mation has been given to
the Optimists Club and
Neighbourhood Network.

If the Avgoustis meet
their goal, they hope to get
treatment for Thalia this
summer; but time, she said,
is of the essence.

"The potential for using
stem cells for a young per-
son is even greater," she
said.

To learn more about
Thalia's journey and to find
out how you can help,
please visit
www.thaliasjourney.com. 

THALIA AVGOUSTI 
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14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

Yellow Brick House needs a new shelter
A second Yellow Brick

House shelter in southern
York Region would provide
more options and an added
benefit for abused women
and children in the Aurora
and Newmarket area,
according to Yellow Brick
House's Executive Director
Lorris Herenda.

"We did a needs assess-
ment back in 2006 as part of
our strategic planning
process," said Ms Herenda.
"Then in 2007, we did a cap-
ital needs assessment and
we decided the best location
for a shelter would be in the
southern part of the Region.

"(It is) likely what would
happen is women and chil-
dren from Aurora and
Newmarket would be going
to the Southern part of the
Region to seek shelter for
security reasons and vice
versa," she said.

Yellow Brick House is cur-
rently in the midst of a capital
campaign to raise funds to
build the second 25-bed
shelter in York Region.

A house in Richmond Hill
has been donated to the
organization for use as a
shelter, but not the land that it
stands on.

For the group, it is a mat-
ter of moving the house to a
suitable plot of land and they
are currently considering a
site in Markham. 

"We do have a house that
has been donated to us if we
can move it," she said.
"We're now trying to get the
land secured and we are
coming along."

Yellow Brick House has
so far raised $1.2 million of
its $4 million goal, but people
are fanning out throughout
the Region to help boost
those numbers. 

"We have our Capital

Campaign Chair, Vivian Risi
from Royal LePage, and she
has recruited women and
individuals in the community
who are fundraising on our
behalf. We refer to them as
'angels of influence' and
each angel has a goal to
raise $50,000 towards our
final goal."

In this two-year capital
campaign, $1,900,000 will go
towards the construction of
the new shelter, including a
budgeted $500,000 for a
half-acre of land, $1,300,000
for the cost of operating the
new shelter for two years,
and $800,000 to "sustain
existing agency operations
for two years."

A second shelter will help
alleviate some of the
demand currently facing
Aurora's Yellow Brick House.

"On an annual basis,
we're not able to accommo-
date more women and chil-
dren than we're actually able
to accommodate in our cur-
rent shelter, so we have 25
beds and seven cribs, we
see about 450 women and
children through that facility
alone," said Ms. Herenda.
"Yet over 550 women and
children were not accommo-
dated due to lack of shelter
beds. This is an annual num-
ber and it just increases by
10 to 12 per cent. The need
(for a second shelter) is defi-
nitely very, very clear to us."

With third party fund rais-
ing events frequently spring-
ing up across the Region --
including a June 28 golf tour-
nament at Eagle's Nest Golf
Club hosted by Royal
LePage - Ms Herenda is also
focusing a possible fundrais-
er in November which would
cement the support of the
York Region mayors. 

"Verbally, (the mayors) are

supporting the capital cam-
paign and we may be work-
ing on an event for November
25, which is the International
Day for the Elimination of
Violence Against Women
and Children and to have an
event that would be support-
ed by all nine mayors," she
said. "That's one purpose;
the second purpose is to
raise funds for the capital
campaign."

With the anticipated addi-
tion of a homeless shelter for
women in Newmarket in the
near future, Ms Herenda said
she anticipates the two

organizations will often come
together.

"Our specialty is domestic
violence, so women who are
fleeing to a shelter from such
a horrid situation they are
seeking security," she said.
"The homeless shelter's
focus is not security, but shel-
ter. Having said that, a lot of
women who eventually
become homeless have, at
some point in their lives,
experienced some domestic
violence, so there is a con-
nection and I think we will be
collaborating quite a bit."

At this point, Ms Herenda

said she is hopeful that the
second shelter will soon be
underway. 

"I'm trying to be optimistic

in saying that we'll be up and
running by the end of this
year, hopefully; if we are able
to secure the land."

Sifton named chairman
at Aurora’s St. Andrew’s

Aurora’s St. Andrew's
College has appointed
Michael G. Sifton to be its
new Chairman of the
Board of Directors effec-
tive June 24.

He will succeed Jeffrey
S. Chisholm who has
served in this capacity
since 2005.

Michael is a graduate
of St. Andrew's, having
attended from 1972-79
and holds a B.Comm from
Queen's University.

He has served as a
member of the Board for
the past 12 years, and
was a Foundation Trustee
from 1989-94.

The Sifton family,
including Michael and his
two brothers, Cliff from
the Class of 1977 and
Derek from the Class of
1985, have been gener-
ous benefactors to St.
Andrew’s for many years.

Michael has had a dis-
tinguished 20-year career
in the newspaper publish-
ing business.

He served as President
of Osprey Media from its
formation in 2001 until
2007 when it was
acquired by Sun Media.

He was then appointed
President & CEO of Sun
Media, a position he held
until November, 2008. At
Osprey and Sun Media,
Michael oversaw transfor-
mational change that cre-
ated operational efficien-
cies and competitive
advantage.

Prior to that, he held
various positions, includ-
ing President of Hollinger
Canadian Newspapers
and President and CEO of
family-owned Armadale
Communications from
1988 to 1996. 

Last October, he joined
Beringer Capital as a
Managing Partner. 

Beringer is a leading
independent investment
and financial advisory
firm based in Toronto that
focuses on the marketing
services, communications
and specialty media
industry in Nor th
America. 

Michael lives in King
Township with his wife,
Julie, daughters
Alexandra and Victoria
and son Michael, a stu-
dent at St. Andrew's
College. 
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GMC Sierra Crew Cab
Denali shown††

VEHICLE DOES NOT QUALIFY
FOR CHROME ACCESSORY OFFER

WELL EQUIPPED WITH: • 302 HP Vortec® 4.8 V8 VVT Engine • Automatic Transmission • Automatic Locking Rear Differential 
• 4-Wheel Drive • Trailering Special Equipment Package • All Terrain Tires • StabiliTrak® Electronic Stability Control 
System • Power Windows, Programmable Door Locks and Heated Mirrors • Remote Keyless Entry System • 17-in. Wheels 
with Chrome Appearance • 4-wheel ABS • Air Conditioning • And more

2010 
SIERRA 
NEVADA EDITION
CREW CAB 4WD

$30,998*$30,998*
PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES 
FREIGHT, PDI, FEES AND 
$8,000 CASH CREDIT♦

IN CASH
CREDITS♦

NEVADA
EDITION

NOW WITH

GM OWNERS ASK
ABOUT $1,500
LOYALTY BONUS◊◊

HIGHEST POSSIBLE U.S.
GOVERNMENT CRASH SAFETY RATING◊

HWY: 11.4 L/100 KM • 25 MPG

CITY: 15.9 L/100 KM • 18 MPG∆

HWY: 10.5 L/100 KM • 27 MPG

CITY: 15.3 L/100 KM • 18 MPG∆

HWY: 10.0 L/100 KM • 28 MPG

CITY: 14.1 L/100 KM • 20 MPG∆
HWY: 7.8 L/100 KM • 36 MPG

CITY: 11.3 L/100 KM • 25 MPG∆

CHROME GRILLE CHROME SIDE STEPS CHROME MIRROR CAPS CHROME DOOR HANDLES

Redeem your GM Card earnings today.†
BUYGMC.CA

VEHICLE PRICING IS NOW EASIER TO UNDERSTAND BECAUSE ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE FREIGHT, PDI AND MANDATORY GOVERNMENT LEVIES.
Prices do not include applicable taxes and PPSA. Consumers may be required to pay up to $599 for Dealer fees.*** 

2010  SIERRA
NEVADA EDITION EXT. CAB

$25,498*

PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES FREIGHT, PDI, FEES AND $8,000 CASH CREDIT♦

2010  SIERRA
REGULAR CAB

$19,498*

PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES FREIGHT, PDI, FEES AND $8,000 CASH CREDIT♦
VEHICLE DOES NOT QUALIFY FOR CHROME ACCESSORY OFFER

2010  CANYON
REGULAR CAB

$15,498*

PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES FREIGHT, PDI, FEES AND $9,000 CASH CREDIT♦
VEHICLE DOES NOT QUALIFY FOR CHROME ACCESSORY OFFER

UP $3300
▼▼

TO

RECYCLE YOUR 1995 OR OLDER VEHICLE AND RECEIVE

IN ADDITIONAL CASH INCENTIVES. IN COLLABORATION WITH RETIRE YOUR RIDE, FUNDED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA.

ASK ABOUT

$2,000 
 GM Card Max.
 Redemption Allowance†

$2,000 GM Card
Max. Redemption
Allowance†

$2,000 GM Card
Max. Redemption
Allowance†

CANYON REG. CAB SLE-1 4WD WITH ALUMINUM WHEELS††

$1,500 GM Card
Max. Redemption
Allowance†



10 - THE AURORAN, Week of June 1, 2010

auroran.com 905-727-3300Page 10 Week of June 1, 2010

 

 

SPORTS

Aurora 
Minor Hockey 
Association

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING
2010/2011 REGISTRATION

REGISTRATION FOR THE 2010-2011 HOCKEY SEASON HAS BEGUN.
PLEASE REFER TO OUR WEBSITE www.auroraminorhockey.net  FOR FUR-

THER INFORMATION.  

REGISTRATION FEES ARE: 
$500.00 (TYKE TO BANTAM)

$535.00 (MINOR MIDGET & MIDGET)

EFFECTIVE JUNE 1, 2010 THE REGISTRATION FEE WILL INCREASE TO;

$550.00 (TYKE TO BANTAM)
$585.00 (MINOR MIDGET & MIDGET)

OUT OF TOWN PLAYERS WILL BE CHARGED AN ADDITIONAL FEE OF $50.00.

THE AMHA WILL ACCEPT:
CHILDREN BORN IN 2004 FOR OUR TYKE HOCKEY PROGRAM.  IT IS RECOM-
MENDED THAT THEY HAVE EITHER TAKEN SKATING LESSONS OR COMPLET-
ED ONE YEAR OF OPTI HOCKEY.  WE WILL REQUIRE A COPY OF THEIR BIRTH

CERTIFICATE AND THE PARENTS DRIVERS LICENSE.

WE WILL ACCEPT PLAYERS BORN IN 1990 & 1991 FOR THE MIDGET HOUSE
LEAGUE PROGRAM.

After June 1st, the AMHA office will be open by appointment only.

KIA of Newmarket
17415 Yonge St

Newmarket
(905) 898-3661

KIA of Newmarket
17415 Yonge St

Newmarket
(905) 898-3661

Proudly supporting local sports 

Kia of Newmarket
17415 Yonge St. Newmarket 

905-898-3661
www.KiaofNewmarket.com

DAVIS DRIVE

Y
O

N
G

E
S

T.

MILLARD AVE

MULOCK DR N

Barb Hartwell, wife of the late Bob Hartwell, and Steve Hinder, Chair of the
A+B Courier Run For Southlake, right,  present John Cappalletti with the first
“Bob Hartwell Spirit Award” which will be given every year to the volunteer
who best demonstrates outstanding commitment and dedication exemplify-
ing the true “Spirit” of what Bob Hartwell gave to his community. John was
the first Chair and an original member of the committee who put together the
Hartwell Challenge in honour of Bob.  John has been associated with the
event ever since and is committed to helping grow the event to benefit many
more people who call Southlake their hospital.             Photo by Catherine Hunter

Peewee Jays open season
with loss, then add victories

The Aurora Peewee
Jays looked a little rusty
as they dropped their sea-
son opener against rival
Newmarket 9-2 recently.

However, Aurora got
solid pitching performanc-
es from Alexander
MacKinnon and Kyle
Hauck. 

In their second game of
the season, the Jays
bounced back nicely with
a 5 - 2 victory against vis-
iting East York. 

Timely hitting by

Grayson Lloyd and
Mathew Ho combined with
solid fielding from Michael
Dilosa, Mathew Leroy,
Michael Imseis and
Alessandro Bitondo
helped contribute to the
win.

Mathew Niece and
Jack Pecora threw strikes
for the Jays.

The Jays continued
their winning ways with a
4 - 1 victory over home
team Orillia.

Aaron Hauck played

well at 3rd base and as
did catcher Ryan Donovan
who twice threw out run-
ners attempting to steal
second base. 

The Jays extended
their unbeaten streak to
three games with a 5 -5
tie against visiting Bolton.
Behind 5-2, the Jays
made a dramatic come-
back in the bottom half of
the last inning with a
three-run outburst but
stranded the winning run-
ner at third base.

Tennis Club holds 
its official opening

Aurora Community
Tennis Club courts have
been open for some time,
but the official opening
happened Saturday at the
club's home courts locat-
ed at McMahon Park.

Hosted by the club's
board of directors, the
event offered a compli-
mentary barbecue lunch
and social tennis activi-

ties for all existing mem-
bers and individuals inter-
ested in becoming a
member.

A variety of demo ten-
nis racquets was also
available to try out for
those looking for a new
piece of equipment. 

"Aurora Community
Tennis Club is an outdoor
summer facility that's

been providing a range of
outstanding tennis 
programs that promotes
tennis for all levels of skill
in our community since
1937,” said Brent
M c K i n n o n ,  A C T C
President. “We utilize
three cushioned cour ts
under a par tnership
agreement with the Town
of Aurora.”
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All types of Filters, Humidifiers, 
Air Cleaners, Water Pumps

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

SPECIALSSPECIALS

Business Hours 
Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm

Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm

Since 1969

•  Har Gow                            $ 5.00
•  Siu Mai                               $ 5.00
•  Pad Thai                            $10.80
•  Thai  Stir-Fried Rice Verminelli   $10.80
•  Rice Noodles with Beef & 
Bean Sprouts in Soya Sauce         $10.80

Furnace & Duct Cleaning 
improve your 

home’s efficiency

June 15,

“Have a vacation on your home”

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

moon, we're just asking to be
brought up to the average
salaries."

The flyer goes on to state
that eight senior managers for
the Town of Aurora are on the
so-called "Sunshine List" for
people in Ontario making more
than $100,000 a year.

These managers include
Aurora CAO Neil Garbe; Al
Downey, Director of Parks and
Recreation Services; and
Christopher Cooper, the Town
Solicitor. 

The information picket was
very important to getting this
message known not just to the
public at large, but to local politi-
cians, said Derek Bakshi,
President of CUPE 905.

"We felt it was important to let
the politicians of Aurora know
that we're not happy with that
position and we would like to see
some movement in terms of
raising wages at parity with the
rest in York Region," he said.
"We're not asking to be the high-
est paid, but we definitely have
an issue with being the lowest
paid. Really that is what the
problem is. We would like the
public to know it is not just about
money, it is also about what is fair
and that is what our catchphrase
is: Fairness is not a lot to ask."

Politicians are often removed
from the bargaining table, yet
they are the decision makers,
said Mr. Bakshi.

Town staff are mandated to
negotiate with the union and
politicians "don't know exactly

what goes on.
"Town staff (know, and) I'm

sure they do their reporting, so
we're not saying the politicians
are fully unaware, it's just that we
want to make sure they are
aware of the issues and we don't
want to leave it with the chance
of does council know or not?"

At this point there are no fur-
ther plans for future protests or
any other measures to raise
awareness before they head
back to the table for another
round of negotiations with the
Town June 24, said Mr. Bakshi.

"I know (Mr. Garbe) had
made the comment that we
were all surprised when we
heard about the information
picket because the union had
agreed to conciliation, so they're
not in a legal strike position and
we have to wait for the June 24
meeting at which time we will
have further discussions," said
Jason Ballantyne, Manager of
Corporate Communications as
the picket continued outside.

"Things have been going
well to this point," he added. "We
have a good relationship with
our unionized workers and we
value them and we're just going
to continue to have talks, the
June 24 talks being the next one.
"

Mr. Ballantyne wanted to
assure residents that water safe-
ty will not be jeopardized in the
event of a strike. Nor, he said,
would residential, commercial or
industrial garbage pickup.

"Our goal, of course, should
there be a strike - and we're hop-

ing there won't be - is to minimize
any disruptions as much as pos-
sible, but until we reach that point
we don't want to speculate on
the what-ifs," he said.

"The core services of water
safety and garbage pickup will
remain and we'll put some plans
into effect should we get to that.
The fact that things have gone so

well to this point leads me to
believe we will continue having
good talks come June 24.

"There are 47 workers in total
but we're hopeful that it won't
come to a strike and we will be
able to come to a resolution that
works for both the ratepayers of
Aurora as well as our employ-
ees."

From page 1

  Employees picket Municipal Office

Option Three takes what
Mr. Palmer refers to as a
"finer grain approach" to
parkland distribution. 

"There are a couple of
neighbourhood parks, but
most of the parkland is in
much smaller pockets scat-
tered throughout the neigh-
bourhoods. 

"Option four, most of the
public open space is used
on the edge of the environ-
mental features to enhance
those features or create new
connections among the fea-
tures, so it is kind of focused
not on a traditional park for-
mat but more of an enhanc-
ing the environment
approach."

Proposed road patterns
in the various options vary
as well. Option One, for
instance, focuses on a col-
lector system of roads fea-
turing roundabouts.

"That kind of implies

equal priority to the roads in
all directions," added Mr.
Palmer. "It connects 2B to
Leslie and the employment
lands on the east side of
Leslie. We've tested other
forms of that, giving priori-
ties to east-west. One of
them goes and connects to
the east side and ends at
Leslie.”

Land use also varies
between the options from
mixed use developments
east of Leslie Street for resi-
dential, retail commercial,
and employment develop-
ments that could include
warehouses.

Options Three and Four
focus on using those lands
for employment land devel-
opment, while Option Two
"identifies a certain amount
(of land) on Leslie Street for
a potential major institutional
university/college develop-
ment."

The school boards also

call for two elementary
schools in the lands west of
Leslie Street. If lands are
developed residentially east
of Leslie a school could be
built on that side as well.

"I always say the same
thing at the beginning of my
presentations: It's not going
to be one of these plans; it is
going to be a bit of Option
One, a bit of Option Two, a
bit of Option Three, and a bit
of Option Four," said Mr.
Palmer. "We try to pick the
best pieces of each of those
four plans and try to create
the best plan for area 2C."

Public consultation for
the 2C Secondary Plan
Study and Environmental
Assessment began
Wednesday, with the day
ending in a public workshop
to determine development
criteria in creating and eval-
uating these plans.

Attended by Mayor
Phyllis Morris, and

Councillors Wendy
Gaertner, John Gallo, and
Evelina MacEachern, who
are on the steering commit-
tee, participants were each
asked to whittle a list of 16
design criteria down to five
both individually and in small
working groups. 

These included land and
infrastructure efficiency; cre-
ating job opportunities; the
conservation of cultural and
natural heritage features;
mixed use developments
that are "transit supportive";
health promotion, and the
development of "a vibrant,
walkable, complete commu-
nity."

Criteria that could fall
under into the environmental
category rose to the top by
the end of the night, with
"minimize fragmentation of
natural heritage features",
"conserve natural heritage
features", and "establish a
visible and linked

Groups discuss Aurora land options
Greenlands System" leading
the way.

Curiously, at this meeting
Aurorans in attendance were
far outnumbered by people
from Newmarket.

Individual Newmarket
landowners who participated
came out as their property
lines end at the Aurora-
Newmarket boundary, and
they wanted their voices
heard in the process.

"We got this official look-
ing letter in December and
quite frankly to read it was a
very strange feeling," said
Newmarket resident Paul
Quigley. "They didn't speak
to us as if they cared about
the way the Town was going
to integrate with the Town of
Newmarket. 

"I called our councillor
and he said 'I can't really
help you because it's Aurora'
so the next thing you know
I'm calling the neighbours
and talking to one of the
planners saying 'can you still
not help us through this
process?'"

Mr. Quigley and his wife,
Lynn Holden, said they came

to the meeting with three pri-
mary concerns, including
finding out whether there is
to be a buffer between their
properties and new develop-
ments, adequate drainage
on new properties so their
own lands are not flooded,
and a "like-to-like" property
concept.

"It's very common sense
stuff (such as) like-to-like
property and not saying it’s
low density and find out it's a
33-foot wide lot," he said.
"We're talking like-to-like
meaning if we're on 60-foot
lots then you put 60 foot lots
behind us.

"For me, to not hear any-
one talk about that between
December and today makes
you anxious because you're
worried about an apartment
building or something like
three small townhouses
being put into your back-
yard."

Public consultations were
ongoing at press time with
working sessions taking
place and concluding with a
further public meeting
Monday night.

Jazz Fest is set for July 30-31
The 2010 Aurora Jazz

Festival slated for July 30
and 31 is moving full
steam ahead, according
to organizer Sher St.
Kitts.

"We're pretty excited
about it," Ms. St. Kitts
said at last Tuesday' gen-
eral committee meeting.
"There has been a lot of
promotion...so I think the
festival will be a big suc-
cess this year."

Ms. St. Kitts was on

hand as a delegate to
speak to the request to
have a permit for a beer
and wine garden which
would be operated at the
Festival by the Rotary
Club of Aurora.

Councillors moved to
receive Ms. St. Kitts
request and comments
and the matter was
referred back to staff for
additional comments on
items relating to this
application council lors

should be consider ing
before endorsing the
request.

"The Rotary Club is
hosting and managing
the beer garden and the
request is not for
approval by this council
because that happens by
another body, but rather
that council endorses the
event and has no objec-
tion to the LCBO issuing
the licence," said Aurora
CAO Neil Garbe at

Tuesday's meeting.
"Council may choose

to refer the matter to
staff and bring something
forward so you have a
something that outlines
that ensur ing that the
Rotary Club is the per-
son liable for the event
and carries the responsi-
bility for providing insur-
ance and so you could
refer that to staff and we
could turn that around in
short order."

From page 1



proposed building.
Earlier, councillors and

town staffers had asked
the developers to reduce
the height of the building
by one storey to comply
with the existing Official
Plan.

The developers com-
plied with the decision not
by knocking an actual
storey off the building
plans, but by reducing the
height of the plan by what
they argued was the equiv-
alent of the full storey.

As Aurora's Official
Plan currently stands, the
document speaks only to
storeys but does not spec-
ify what constitutes a
storey in metres or feet.

This could be an issue
addressed in the new
Official Plan, but to
approve this amendment
would pre-empt the study,
argued Councillor
MacEachern.

"(The developers have)
taken off 11 feet from the
building but it is still a
seven-storey building," she
said. "That might be
appropriate once we get
the results of the study
and it might be that the
recommendations from the
consultation are (for)
seven storeys for that
stretch of road.

"There is a lot of discus-
sion going on that hasn't
come to this table and it is
in the eleventh hour. I
believe in a short time we
will be getting the recom-
mendations, and it seems
premature to make a deci-
sion that doesn't comply
with the existing town poli-
cies. 

"If it complied with the
existing town policies it
wouldn't be an issue.
However, it doesn't comply
with existing town policies
so for us to make a deci-
sion we're almost pre-
empting the conclusion of
the study."

Aurora now has a 
committee in place work-
ing on behalf of the Town
and Community. A decision
would "circumvent the
process", she added. 

Councillor Gallo said he
had been struggling with
the same issue. For him,
the lack of clarity sur-
rounding the height of the
proposed building was the
"crux" of the issue. Making
a decision on the building
when the study results are
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FAN MAN
Fabulous Lighting with 
4,000 sq. ft. of showroom

 
Tues. , Wed., Thur., Fri. and Sat. – 10 - 5 

or by appointment 
www.thefanman.ca

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

New Shipments Arriving 
Clear Outs on Sale

• Will PUT mulch in your garden beds 
  for $125.00 a yard 
• Weed pulling 
• Lawn Repairs 
• Summer Maintenance Package 

We are pleased to offer: 

Brightlawnandgardens.com 
905-713-9352 

• Top Dress your lawn for $130.00 
   per 1000 sq. ft. 
• Soil Addition to your garden beds 
• Organic and Traditional Fertilizer 
   Programs 
• Garden Bed and Revamping 
• Shrub Removal 
• Hedge and Shrub Trimming

416-888-0173

Nigel Kean
or email: nigelkean@aol.com

Experienced in Politics 
Background in Business

See you at the 
Street Festival June 6th

booth # 513

KEAN for AURORA MAYOR

nigelkeanformayor.ca

Join my campaign team by calling

imminent would be "irre-
sponsible", he added.

"We've been at this
since 1996 and I'm not
sure what three, four, five,
six more months is going
to do," he said. "I'm willing
to wait. I'm willing to let a
future council make that
decision if that is the case
and I think at that point
they would have all the
information in front of
them and it may very well
be exactly what we have
before us right now.

"What is the rush to
push this along before we
get a very significant
study completed?"

Councillor Buck, how-
ever, said she was "at a
loss" at the suggestion
that councillors would be
doing anything "in haste”.

"A quick calculation on
the number of councils
who have dealt with this
development proposal or
this piece of property is
five; from 1996 on there
have been five councils. If
we don't (make a deci-
sion), it will be six," she
said.

"The last council dealt
with it and gave approval
in principle. It came back
to this council in 2007 and
this council did not give
approval in principle.
(They told them to come
back at a GC) and that is
exactly what has hap-
pened. 

"We spent two hours
last week with the archi-
tect and the design here
to answer every conceiv-
able question that any
councillor might have and
he took the time and we
did not vote until every
question had been asked."

She urged councillors
to remember "that proper-
ty owners have rights as
long as it does not inter-
fere with their neighbour's
property."

"(With a) refusal of an
application of an official
plan of amendment, a
municipality is bound to

respond within a certain
period of time with a deci-
sion of yes or no," she
continued. "Provincial leg-
islation requires us to do
that within a time limit. We
have avoided doing that
by referring it back to a
general committee meet-
ing. Now we're talking
about deferring again, not
making a decision."

The developers did
everything that was asked
of them; therefore the
council should approve
the application for the offi-
cial plan amendment,
argued Councillor Alison
Collins-Mrakas.

"(On) February 25, the
applicants were asked to
do essentially two things -
bring it back to a future
GC and to reduce the
height of the building," she
said. "The applicants have
brought it forward to a
future GC which was last
week and they reduced
the height of the building
by 12 feet. Whether that
constitutes a storey or not
is the side fact. 

"If the application going
forward was predicated on
the completion of the
Aurora Promenade Study
then frankly it should have
said so in the motion."

With the news that the
entire process for the plan
might not be completed
until at least September,
Councillor Collins-Mrakas
said the Town just could
not "hold up the decision"
for five months.

The proposed develop-
ment at Yonge and Centre
Streets would be an "enor-
mous" benefit to the Town,
said both Councillors Bob
McRoberts and Buck,
arguing that it would
indeed revitalize the
downtown core and the
Town as a whole.

In particular, Councillor
Buck noted a similar
development on Yonge
Street in Richmond Hill
that replaced an "awful,
nefarious dump of a

hotel." Units in this build-
ing are selling for upwards
of $500,000 apiece, she
said.

If the prices for the pro-
posed 76 units at Yonge
and Centre commanded
the same ballpark price it
would bring in $39 million
in tax assessment, she
said.

Maintaining Aurora's
"small town feel" is impor-
tant to residents, coun-
tered Mayor Morris. 

"(People) relish the fact
that we are a little differ-
ent," she said. "In fact, we
are distinctly different as
you start to leave Toronto
and come up to Aurora.

"If you were to go to the
theory that it is okay if
you're getting tax dollars
for every unit that you add,
'Well let's just put seven or
eight or nine or ten storeys
all along Aurora and we'll
have lots of tax dollars
coming in', that's not a
plan. That (says) 'We're
open and we'll take what-
ever.'  I don't believe any
one at this table ever
meant to say that. 

"Not everyone gets
what they want but I hope
at the end of the day the
community gets the right
plan. If this was a five
storey it would get hands
up, let's go. If were a 5/6
then it would start getting
difficult, but we'd listen to
it. We'd work with it."

At the end of the night,
councillors approved the
official plan amendment
application - with an addi-
tional environmental
amendment - 6-3 with
Mayor Morris and
Councillors Gaertner, and
MacEachern opposed.

The next meeting relat-
ed to the review is sched-
uled for June 4.

Council approves amendment 
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ART CLASSES

CARPET - I have several
thousand yards of new
S t a i n m a s t e r  
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet your
living room & hall for
$389. Price includes car-
pet, pad and installation
(30 square yards). Steve
905-898-0127.

RCA TV 37” COLOUR
$600. 2 Plastic tables.
10’ long & folding legs.
$50 ea. 905-726-1028.

BUSINESS SERVICES�

DEATH NOTICE�

• beginners to advanced
• ongoing classes 

• drawing & painting techniques 
• help students prepare portfolios for college and art school 

• no artistic experience necessary 
905-726-8883

Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 
Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV. 

mi.design@sympatico.ca 

 LEARN HOW TO DRAW & PAINT... 
just like the Masters

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

� FOR SALE� IN MEMORIAM

� FOR RENT

� BUSINESS SUBLET

� HELP WANTED AND LOOKING

CLASSES • SEMINARS •  WORKSHOPS • COURSES

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish. 
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  

Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  
The deadline for all classified advertising copy and Garage/lawn sales is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 76,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

Handyman services available
for all your household needs. 

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tom: 905-717-0517

SERVICES
HANDYMAN

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

(Please park around back and enter through that door)

DANCE PARTY
June 18Only $15 Only $154,500 sq. ft. hardwood floor   

Reserved seating available 
Door Prizes  7:00 Doors Open –Dress code

 
          

7:30 p.m. FREE West Coast Swing Lesson
Latin/Ballroom/West Coast Swing and Line dancing until midnight 

with desserts & coffee @ 10:30. 

On-going Dance Lessons
Dance Lessons start May 3rd, 2010 and continue until June 28

Level 1:  Cha Cha and Social Foxtrot 8 - 9 p.m.  
 Level 2: Jive and Tango  9 - 10 p.m.

Please call for advanced registration or pay at thedoor the first night 
The cost is just $85 per person for 8 weeks.Do I need special shoes?

No, but dance or leather soled shoes with non marking heels are best. Do not wear rubber soled shoes.

Location: Royal Canadian Legion in Aurora, 105 Industrial Parkway North

Next session 
will begin 
early July

Next session 
will begin 
early July

Site: www.SteveMillerDance.ca Call Steve Miller at 416-587-4125
Email: Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca  

 COMPETITIVE SWIM-
MING: Children to 
adults. Aurora Selkies
Swim Club. Register 
now for the 2010/11 sea-
s o n . s w i m g y m
@ s y m p a t i c o . c a
905-841-3450.

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week.   (*This section only)  Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or go to  www.auroran.com 

�

DRAWING CLASS
All level small group
English and Chinese.
Call Yunhong at 
9 0 5 - 7 1 3 - 3 6 5 0
h t t p : / / w w w. y h a r t
studio.com

AIRPORT LIMOUSINE

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: limousines@bell.net

www.eco-limo.ca

(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a hybrid for your next airport or 

downtown transportation.
From only $69.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

905-841-8949  
416-520-6252

FREE ESTIMATES 

S & S  

Top quality 
guaranteed

PAINTING
20 yrs. 
experience

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 12 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes prideTakes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

SWIM
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FOR 
SALE

CLASSES 
SEMINARS

WORKSHOPS
COURSES
Advertise for as low as 

$7 per week 
in this section of 

The Auroran Classifieds

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe
416-568-6928

Repairs & 
New Installations

Thank you 
for supporting 

THE AURORAN 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISERS

Thank you 
for supporting 

THE AURORAN 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISERS

P R O  P A I N T I N G
Int./Ext fast, clean, pro-
fessional & affordable,
last minute no problem!  
selectpropainting.com.
905-751-3612 OR 416-
878-1806

SWIMMING LESSONS
In my backyard in
Aurora. Call Leigh at
905-726-7940 for regis-
tration.

� FRENCH SCHOOL� PIANO & VOCAL 

� DRUM LESSONS

� SWIMMING LESSONS

4TH YEAR UNIVERSI-
TY STUDENT special-
izing in physical & 
recreation education.
Looking for summer
employment in child-
care. Has G Licence &
R e fe r e n c e s . E m a i l :
d t h o m -
so1@okramail.deltastat
e.edu. 905-859-4069

BASEMENT APART-
MENT, $600.00
includes cable, internet,
laundry, and parking.
Suitable for a single.
Call 905-751-9817.

If you would like 
us to search  
for a book  
visit us on-line at  
www.auroran.com  

R&R R R & & R R 
Revisited Revisited 

95 Edward Street 
905-727-3300

Wellington Street East 

Metcalfe St. 
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Harrison Ave. X 

R & R Revisited 
95 Edward Street, corner  
of Harrison Avenue. 

HUGE HUGE 

STORE STORE 

 

 

R&R 
Revisited

BIGGER 
AND BETTER 
THAN EVER!NEW & USED BOOK  NEW & USED BOOK NEW & USED BOOK 

HOURS:
MON. - FRI. 10 - 6

SAT. 10 - 4 
SUN.  NOON - 4

� MOVING SALE

� RENT TO OWN

MOVING SALE Dining
Table & six chairs.
Sideboard solid Elm &
beach $200. Solid
Maple pedestal table &
four chairs $200. 2 tier
glass coffee table $25.
Sofa & love seat, White
floral $50.  87 Batson
Drive. 905-727-3642

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD WEST

ORCHARD HTS. BLVD.

HENDERSON DR.

WELLINGTON STREET
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1) 178 Murray Dr. 9 - 2 p.m. (Sun. 9 - noon)  2) 2 Child Dr. Multi-
Family 8 a.m.  3) 87 Batson Dr. 9 - noon  4) 57 Gilbank Dr. 8 - noon
5) 29 Marshview Ave. 8 - 2  

GARAGE SALE MAP

M
urray Dr.

SATURDAY JUNE 5, 2010 

GARAGE 
SALE MAP

locator
is FREE 

to Aurora
Residents Only

Sponsored by: 
Sean Herbinson
Keller Williams 
Realty Centres
905-895-5972
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AURORA HTS. DR.

Cousins Dr.

W
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S
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Royal Rd.

Tamarac Trail
Milgate Pl.

GO TO: 
theauroran.com
to see 100’s OF

EVENTS 
on our

“Business &
COMMUNITY 

Event Calendar”

1
2

3

54

SPACE FOR SUBLET
Family/general dental practice in the 
SmartCentres plaza at Wellington
/404 looking to sublet approx. 900 sq.ft.
of unused interior space. Ideal for 
medical or other health care practice.

Dr. J. Talsky, Dr. L. Newton
(905) 727-7203

DENON AVR-2106 7.1
CH Home Theatre A/V
Receiver 100 Watts per
channel. Was $700 new.
Asking $250 firm. 905-
726-3493

AURORA

DRUM LESSONS for
beginners for all ages.
$10/1/2hr., $15/hr. Near
St. John’s Sideroad &
Yonge St. 905-505-
0955.

BILINGUAL IN-HOME
PRE-SCHOOL. We
learn, play & socialize in
FRENCH. Small
Group.  Advanced 
Program. Montessori
Method. www.ir inas
french.com (416)801-
3840.
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Glass

Child Dr.

Devlin Pl
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if you have a small 

downpayment, I have 

a nice home for you. 

Less than perfect 

credit okay. 

Call 416-735-5716

RENT TO OWN

NEED HELP?
Landscape work, grass
cutting, gardening, gen-
eral repairs and paint-
ing. Call Roy 289-231-
3157

2 BEDROOM 2 BATH-
ROOM Condo on
Wellington Street near
GO Station. Call Mr. 
Lyonns 416-884- 5296

FT. MYERS BEACH.
Rent first week - 2nd
week 1/2 price, summer
and fall only.
www.captainsbay.com.
416-720-1755

SUMMER SPECIAL
$20/class. RCM exam,
concerts & festivals.
Marianna 416-721-
9727. Promotion for
new students only. 

– peacefully at home, surrounded by his family on Sunday, May 23,
2010 at the age of 77.  Charles was a loving Husband to Annie (nee
Docherty) and wonderful Father to Carolanne Ravizza of Barrie,
Linda Ravizza of North York and Kimberley Christensen of
Ballantrae. Proud Grandfather of 11 Grandchildren: Ryan, Sarah,
Gareth, Christopher, Liam, Hannah, Adrian, Christian, Julian,
Sydney and Spencer. We all love and miss him so much. A private
family service will be held.  As your expression of sympathy,  dona-
tions to the Canadian Cancer Society would be appreciated.

RAVIZZA, Charles Alexander 

EXPERIENCE IN
FLOORING 3-4
YEARS. Sales person
needed full time, salary
+ commission. Start
immediately. 905-841-
3400, or Fax. 905-841-
3425.

PSYCHIC READING 

MYSTIC PSYCHIC

• Palm 
• Tarot 

• Crystal 
• Ball 

Call for apt.
905-235-2760

2 Readings 50 $Specia
l 

905-235-2760

FRENCH SUMMER
CAMP. Learn+ play+
socialize in FRENCH.
Perfect at-home envi-
r o n m e n t .
www.irinasfrench.com
(905)727-2114 French
& Montessori teacher. 

HAYWOOD, RUTH 
5 long years ago 

After a life time of singing His praise 
God called you to his angelic choir 

but in our hearts, memories 
and dreams you live on. 

I’m sure in the quiet of evening 
we still can hear you sing.

Sadly missed and loved by us all. 

Husband Barry, Children & Spouses: 
Tom, Carol & Bill, Susan & John,
Grandchildren: Sarah, John, Amy, 

Brandon & Thomas 

Home Alterations, 
Small to Medium Home Renovation Projects, 

Hardwood Floor Installation, 
Interior and Exterior Painting  

General Home Maintenance and Repair.

Elite Handyman Services Inc. 

Web:www.EliteHandymanServicesInc.com

Ph: 289-380-0056 
email:ehsi@rogers.blackberry.net 

Seniors Discount Available 
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Bringing the business community to you!

COUPON Timberlane Athletic Club go to theauroran.com,

 click Marketplace

-select Fitness

COUPON Crystal White Cleaners  go to theauroran.com,

 click Marketplace

-select Cleaning Services

2 week pass

COUPON Sherman J Studio go to theauroran.com,

 click Marketplace

-select Art$25 off Fine Art Classes (series of 4) 

COUPON Esthetic Services by Hilda go to theauroran.com,

 click Marketplace

-select Salons and SpasFREE MANICURE with purchase 
of Pevonia Botanica Treatments and home care.

Super Cleaning Specials - 50% Off NEW clients
$5 OFF any service with Min. $15 purchase 
$10 OFF any Servioce with Min $30 Purchase 

COUPONS
PRINT OUT THE ONLINE

and use them at participating businesses

*

*

120$

Value
 

and select “ART”

FREE 
DRAW

DRAWING AND PAINTING FINE ART CLASSES
with fine artist Judy Sherman

Trained by the masters in Florence, Italy, 
Judy’s work is collected internationally.

 
To enter go to: www.theauroran.com, click on this icon

 
Feature                            

Video coverage of:

THEAURORAN.COM

COUPON

FREE 
DRAW

FREE 
DRAW

FREE 
DRAW

COUPON

Visit 

So many things to see and do on our 
COMMUNITY BUSINESS AND EVENT CALENDAR! 
Go to theauroran.com and click on the events icon

BUSINESS & EVENT CalendarBUSINESS & EVENT Calendar
Watch Community VIDEOS

sponsored by local businesses

COUPONS

COUPON

*

Go to the MarketPlace for
FREE DRAWS–enter to WIN!

Video
s

Video
s
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Looking for something to do?
Check out our Event Calendar with100’s of events

coming soon!
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WinWin
FREE
DRAWS

and much more...and much more...
 COUPONS COUPONS

  ARTICLES  ARTICLES
SPECIALSSPECIALS

SaveSave SaveSave

• Aurora Canada Day Parade
• Aurora Street Sale
• Aurora Civic Awards   

T.H. Oliver Heating & Cooling

Park Place Manor
RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

15055 Yonge St., Aurora

905-727-2952

BartoN
RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

17290 Leslie St., Newmarket

905-967-1331

Aurora Resthaven 
long term care RESIDENCE

32 Mill St., Aurora

905-727-1939

www.chartwellreit.ca

Are YOU a Senior Star?
Here’s your chance to shine with your
musical talent. Be a star or be a fan!

THURSDAY, JUNE 17TH • 2PM
Call any of our residences below for more 

details or to pick up an entry form.

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Senior Scape

Seniors ready for street event
The Aurora Street Festival

is all set to go Sunday, June
6th, between 11 a.m. and 5
p.m., and if you have never
visited this street event be
advised, it is huge with stalls
on either side of Yonge
Street. and the slowly moving
crowd of visitors wending
their way slowly through the
centre of historic Aurora.

The Street Festival covers
a long stretch of Yonge with a
reported 600 stalls standing
where yesterday lay only
sidewalks and roadway.

Probably it is beyond the
capacity of any average per-
son to walk from end to end
and back, without comment-
ing on the return journey
about the number of interest-
ing stalls missed on the first
trip.

Remarkable by any stan-
dard is a visit to this incredibly
varied street festival, which
will surely rank among the
more stimulating shopping
expeditions taken by any of
us.

Small business vendors
set up their stalls and

canopies and wares to create
a large scale weekend street
event.

They ply their business
diligently and at the end of
the business day take down
and remove all that is their
responsibility, as efficiently as
they set up. Some of them
travel long distances to
become a part of this widely
admired street extravaganza.

The enormous crowds
who visit this festival annually
enjoy a stall gazing expedi-
tion, which has a fascination
second to none, because no
other event can compare with
this street festival that we
have in Aurora.

The Aurora Seniors
Association (ASA) will be rep-
resented on the street with
two stalls offering crafts from
the Wood Shop, the Knotty
Knitters, the Sew much Fun
Group, and Jewellery and a
chess player.

The ASA seniors will be
located on the west side of
Yonge near Caruso &
Company's Flower Shop, just
south of Wellington St.

A Karaoke and Pub Night
is scheduled for Friday, June
11 between 7 p.m. and 10
p.m. at the centre.

This is organized playtime
with the seniors, and light-
hearted fun and excitement is
on the menu for the whole
evening. Singing and dancing
will be prominent plus trivia
contests will be offered with
an abundance of prizes that
must be won.

Karaoke is a proven crowd
entertainer.

Tickets are available at the
front desk at $10 each, which
includes refreshments. A wine
and beer cash bar will be
available.

This is a busy week in the
ASA with the AGM on June
2nd.

New directors will be
announced and introduced.

After that has been
accomplished the directors
will retire briefly into caucus
and from their group, they will
elect the ASA company offi-
cers for the coming year.
Changes must be in effect
because of several new direc-
tors on the board.

Meanwhile, the Seniors’
Centre has its regular sched-
ule of activities and programs,
which keep the heart of the
centre beating.

Card games must be
among the most popular pas-
times among the seniors and
it seems that Bridge, Canasta
and Euchre and other card
games are always in
progress.

Bingo is another favourite
that has survived good times
and bad, and will probably
continue to bring pleasure to
seniors for generations to
come.

The ASA is busy enough
now that the parking lot is
often full, and often every
room is occupied with some-
thing going on.

In the next few years, the
baby boomers are expected
to make their appearance,
and when that materializes,
major change will become
apparent, and a realistic reap-
praisal of all space and the
manner in which it is utilized
will require serious attention.

Author returns
to community

An author returns to
Aurora.

Richard Atkinson, author
of the book “Don’t Just
Retire - Live it, Love it”, will
be the guest speaker at the
June 9 monthly meeting of
the Aurora Probus Club.

The meeting will be held
at the Royal Canadian
Legion hall on Industrial
Parkway North beginning at
10 a.m. Mr. Atkinson is
expected to address the
group from 11 a.m. until
noon.

The book and the author
have been featured on
radio, television and in
newspapers across the
country. The book is on
CARP’s (Canadian
Association for Retired
People) recommended

reading list and is available
in most bookstores.

Recently, the author was
featured at Toronto’s Word
on the Street festival. He
writes a monthly column
and is a contributing writer
to various publications.

As a retirement special-
ist, he conducts pre-retire-
ment planning workshops
and one-on-one retirement
coaching for those who
want to make the most of
their life after work.

He and his wife,
Chrstine, live in Toronto.

For further information,
contact Bob Staley at 905-
727-5017.

Atkinson is no stranger
to Aurora. He was a recent
guest speaker at a Rotary
Club of Aurora meeting.
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SPRING CAR CARE PACKAGE
1. Lube, change oil and replace oil filter to keep your engine clean.
2. Top up all fluids including brake, transmission, power steering, and radiator.
3. Analyze the electrical charging-system.
4. Tighten all drive belts and hose clamps if required.
5. Inspect cooling system and steering-linkage components.
6. Inspect front and rear brakes.
Offer valid for most passenger vehicles.

BRAKES, ALIGNMENT, SUSPENSION, EXHAUST, TUNE-UP, AND   MAINTENANCE

$49

Size Tire Everyday Low SALE

P195/60R15 Eagle RSA     88H 138.95 69.95
P195/65R15 Eagle LS        89S 143.95 70.95
P215/70R15 Integrity        98S 118.95 79.95
P205/55R16 Eagle RSA      91H 189.95 89.95
P215/45R17 Eagle RSA     87W 224.95 109.95
P215/65R17 Wrangler SRA 108S 169.95 109.95
P245/45R18 Eagle RSA     96V 317.95 189.95
P275/60R20 Wrangler HP  114S 299.95 199.95

SAVE
4000 KM

WORTH OF GAS
OVER LIFE OF TIRESpecial Buys

Size Everyday Low SALE

P175/70R13 80.95 69.95
P175/65R14 89.95 73.95
P185/65R14 95.95 76.95
P195/70R14 101.95 70.95
P185/65R15 105.95 87.95
P195/65R15 109.95 88.95
P215/70R15 118.95 79.95
P225/60R16 129.95 104.95
P235/60R16 147.95 109.95
P215/65R17 131.95 112.95

Original equipment steel 
belted radial

INTEGRITY 

Sale prices include applicable instant rebates.

Size Everyday Low SALE

P185/65R14 107.95 81.95
P185/65R15 118.95 91.95
P195/60R15 134.95 105.95
P215/70R15 130.95 101.95
P205/55R16 149.95 117.95
P215/60R16 146.95 115.95
P215/65R16 140.95 110.95
P225/60R16 153.95 121.95
P225/60R17 158.95 125.95
P235/65R17 155.95 123.95

An affordable tire that saves gas.

ASSURANCE 
FUEL MAX 

Size Everyday Low SALE

P195/65R15 156.95 118.95
P205/60R15 156.95 118.95
P215/70R15 177.95 137.95
P205/55R16 176.95 136.95
P215/65R16 181.95 140.95
P225/60R17 190.95 148.95
P215/55R17 210.95 164.95
P225/60R17 214.95 168.95
P235/65R17 221.95 175.95
P225/60R18 240.95 190.95

One tire with three tread zones for
dry, rain and wet snow.

ASSURANCE
TRIPLETRED

Size Everyday Low SALE

P195/55R15 142.95 111.95
P205/50R16 171.95 136.95
P205/55R16 165.95 131.95
P225/50R16 191.95 154.95
P205/50R17 179.95 144.95
P215/50R17 206.95 166.95
P235/45R17 216.95 175.95
P245/40R17 200.95 162.95
P245/45R18 275.95 226.95
P245/40R19 317.95 262.95

All-season performance,
great handling and style.

EAGLE GT

Size Everyday Low SALE

P235/70R15 191.95 144.95
P215/70R16 194.95 146.95
P235/70R16 214.95 164.95
P255/70R16 238.95 184.95
P225/65R17 228.95 176.95
P235/65R17 221.95 169.95
P245/65R17 242.95 187.95
P235/55R18 255.95 198.95
P275/60R18 303.95 239.95
P275/55R20 323.95 257.95

Dry, rain, snow, ice.
Any weather, any time.

FORTERA 
TRIPLETRED

Quantities limited, call today!

297 Wellington St. E., Aurora, 
West of Bayview 

905-841-8105

135 Davis Drive, Newmarket, 
East of Yonge, North Side

905-657-1101

10695 Yonge St., 
Richmond Hill, 
905-884-8124

3805 Sheppard Ave. East
Scarborough
416-292-6113

www.fixmycar.ca
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