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2009: the way it was in Aurora
One the town's most con-

tentious issues in Aurora in 2009
kicked off on May 12, when local
volunteer Sher St Kitts stood up in
Open Forum and advised council
she had a formal complaint against
Councillor Evelyn Buck.

The allegations included plac-
ing unfounded suspicions on the
Canada Day parade committee,
and creating a poisonous environ-
ment.

The matter was put to recently
hired Aurora Integrity
Commissioner David Nitkin for
review.  

In early June, Aurora had an
unexpected visitor, when a 200-
pound black bear was discovered
one morning in a backyard in the
Wellington Street and Wells Street
area.  It was safely caught by
Ministry of Natural Resources staff,
and relocated out of town.

Later that month the town's
three swim clubs, the Ducks,
Master Ducks and Selkies, were
before council battling for limited
pool time at the Leisure Complex
and Recreation Centre.

Fortunately, after some heated
debate, they eventually agreed to
work together to resolve this.

Early July saw the sod turned
on the Region's new three-storey
police building.

Under construction on Leslie
Street, south of Wellington, it will
house 450 employees when it is
completed near the end of 2010.

Members of the Seniors' Centre
were before Council in July.

Although the seniors had the
ability to obtain and hold a liquor
licence for their facility, they wanted
the town to do this for them.

Although no one questioned the
value of the role that the Seniors'

Centre plays in the community,
council eventually denied the
request based on concerns about
liability issues, and that this might
set a precedent, with other town
groups asking for similar treatment.

Three months after the issue
was raised about Councillor Buck
allegedly making disparaging
remarks about town staff both ver-
bally and in her blog, Integrity

Please see page 13

Charity merging
idea is still alive

The idea of three local char-
ities sharing a single facility in
Aurora lives on.

Negotiations are ongoing
among the Aurora Food Pantry,
Big Brothers Big Sisters of York
and Hospice King-Aurora with
Jim Irvine and his family, own-
ers of the former Aurora Cable
TV building on Industr ial
Parkway South, who want the
threesome to move into the
building.

The Cable building, which
became home for Rogers when
that firm took over the ACI
business, is now empty.

Mr. Irvine told The Auroran
in November that he “wanted to
give something back to the
community” when he and the
family offered the structure to
the three groups.

BBBS of York and Hospice
King-Aurora are anxious to
move (the former has run out of
space in Newmarket and the
latter is using space in Oak
Ridges, currently part of the
Town of Richmond Hill).

Aurora’s Food Pantry, cur-
rently located in a basement on

Yonge Street, is conducting a
survey to learn where its cus-
tomers come from, and how
they get to the Pantry on
Saturday mornings.

Results of that survey are
expected to be known by the
end of January.

There are 14,400 square
feet of space available in the
building, but its location on
Industrial Parkway is concern-
ing some members of the food
pantry.

The ACI building is located
near Aurora’s new community
gardens, which had been locat-
ed at the corner of Edward
Street and Allaura Blvd. before
they were forced to find a new
home, when the property was
listed for sale.

The gardens, located in the
Aurora-owned Alliance Park, are
made up of individual plots of land
tended by local residents.

One of three such locations
in York Region, the gardens
are the responsibility of the
York Region Food Network of
which the Aurora Food Pantry
is a member.

Entertainment guru,
Fabulous Flicks will
close after 25 years

Aurora entertainment staple,
Fabulous Flicks, is closing its doors
at the end of this month, after a 25-
year run renting films to local resi-
dents.  

The move comes with the retire-
ment of owners Craig and Sue
Sayers. 

According to Ms. Sayers, a num-
ber of factors influenced their deci-
sion to liquidate stock and close
their doors once their lease in the
Aurora Shopping Centre expires at
the end of the month.

"I think the video business is
going to change in the next few
years," she said. "There are a lot of
different ways people can get their
movies now. I don't think anything
has taken off yet, but...we just decid-
ed to get out while the going is good. 

"Twenty-five years in Aurora is a
good, long run and the town has
been a very loyal and wonderful cus-
tomer base."

Another contributing factor to the
changing face of the video rental
business is the relative cheapness
and availability of DVDs for pur-
chase, she said. 

"A lot of things have changed in
the nature of the business and
places like Rogers and Blockbuster
are big enough that they will proba-
bly be able to expand their business
in other ways," she said. "That is not
such an option for a small independ-
ent."

Ms Sayers said with a number of
different developments in the indus-
try, including the fast growing popu-
larity of Blu-Ray, it is "really hard to
stay ahead of the game”.

Fabulous Flicks weathered
changing formats from BetaMax to
VHS, from Laserdisc to Blu-Ray,
survived the growth of Blockbuster
and Rogers Video, and watched the
demise of about eight other inde-
pendent video stores in town. 

Last week, she and their 10
employees began the task of liqui-
dating their stock, halting all rentals
and offering their entire video and
DVD library for sale to the public. 

She said it was a "horrendous
week" as long-standing, loyal cus-
tomers came into the store express-
ing disappointment over the store
closure. 

Ann Mortimer’s display of
umbrellas will be the first public
showing at Aurora’s refur-
bished Cultural Centre, better
known as the Church Street
School. The exhibit, entitled
“The Great Umbrella Caper”,
will feature 30 handmade
ceramic umbrellas made by the
internationally recognized
artist. The show opens with a
reception January 27 and con-
tinues through February 20.
More on the exhibit may be
found on Page 3, and the
Mortimer story is on Page 12.   

Auroran photo by Brock Weir 
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COMING EVENTS
CONTINUING

The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society meets on
the fourth Wednesday of every month at 8 p.m. at the
Royal Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway north in
Aurora. Visitors are welcome for only $2. For more infor-
mation call Ray at 905-727-6168.

* * * *
York Highlands Chorus is an award-winning a cappella

Sweet Adelines chorus, a group of women who gather
Tuesday evenings at the Old Firehall, Newmarket, to sing,
share in the harmony of friendship and learn the barber-
shop art form. York Highlands is always looking for new
women who share the love of a cappella music. Call Karen
at 905-726-2113 or Vikki at informa-
tion@yorkhighlands.com.

* * * *
The Upper Canada Chordsmen, Aurora-Newmarket’s

award winning chorus, is looking for male singers. The
group sings about love, friendship, family, humour and
brotherhood and meets every Wednesday from 7 p.m. to
10 p.m. at the Old Firehall, 140 Main Street South, in
Newmarket .

* * * * 
The Optimist Club of Aurora meets the first Wednesday

of each month at the Aurora Legion. New members are
welcome.  Call 905-727-5012 for more information.

* * * *
Every Thursday, Martha's Table serves home-made

soup, sandwiches, and dessert in St. Andrew's Hall at the
Presbyterian Church, corner of Mosley and Victoria
Street. Cost is minimal, and the volunteer-run program
enabled the church to give more than $5,000 to local char-
ities in 2008 alone. You can enjoy lunch, conversation, and
a sense of community between 11.30 a.m. and 1.30 p.m.
weekly. 

* * * *
The York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking for

new members. You do not have to be a police officer nor
are you required to read music to volunteer. The group
rehearses Monday evenings between 7.30 and 9.30 p.m.
For further information, contact the chorus supervisor at
905-727-9676 or the coordinator of volunteer services for
YRP at 905-830-0303, extension 6717.

* * * *
Aurora’s Air Cadets meet every Tuesday night at

Cardinal Carter School from 6.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m., and
offer a program for 12 years and older boys and girls. 

* * * *
Aurora Opera Childrens Chorus welcomes treble voic-

es. It is a choir dedicated to nurturing and providing oppor-
tunities for children to express their musical abilities. The
chorus is open to boys and girls ages 5-17. Contact the
general director at keepsinging@rogers.com

* * * *
CHAT'S Community Home Assistance to Seniors is

looking for volunteers to assist with the activities in its
Adult Day Program. The positions call for a commitment of
a few hours a week at its Aurora location. Various times
are available. Call Christine at 905-713-3494.

* * * *
Every Wednesday from 6.30 to 8 p.m. the Pioneer Club

for boys and girls, age three to Grade 4 and the Junior
High Club for boys and girls, Grades 5 to 8, will be held at
the Aurora Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway
South. For more information call 905-841-8884.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every Wednesday at the

Community Bible Church on Bathurst Street just south of
Henderson from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more information e-
mail Judy Hoffmann jhoffmann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing on Tuesday evenings at 8.15

p.m. at the Aurora Heights Public School and on Friday
mornings at St. Andrews' Presbyterian Church beginning
at 10.30 a.m. No partners are needed and beginners are
welcome. 

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday evening at

6.30 p.m. at Gabriel's on Yonge Street. New members are
welcome. For further information call 905-841-1352 or
905-713-9356.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 148 meets

the first and third Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at
15216 Yonge Street, south of Wellington. For more infor-
mation call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masonic Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday of

each month at the Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley Street,
Aurora at 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday

each month at 57 Mosley Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee Club
at 9 a.m. and lunch at noon. Call 905-727-3032 or 905-
727-1080 for more information.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous meets every Tuesday night at

Trinity Anglican Church, Victoria Street, at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night at the

Aurora Legion at 7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.
* * * *

Canadian Federation of University Women holds
monthly meetings at the Aurora Legion with a variety of
speakers. Contact Beverley at 905-727-2151.

* * * *
The Aurora Seniors Evergreen Choir practice in the

West-McKenzie Hall of the Seniors’ Centre, every
Wednesday from 2.30 to 4.30 p.m. under the direction of
Enid Maize.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13
Aurora Public Library invites you to an informal dis-

cussion forum, re. today’s economy, with Roger Strong.
Why the old rules may not apply; How to treat your
RRSP and your debt. Mr. Strong has been in risk analy-
sis, finance, investment and macro economics for more
than 30 years. 7 p.m in the  Magna Room. Free.
Admission restricted to those 18 and over. Pre-register
at the Adult Information Desk or call 905-727-9493
option 4.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 14
Aurora Public Library, in partnership with Service

Canada, presents a free seminar on Retirement
Pension, Old Age Security Pension and Guaranteed
Income Supplement. 7 to 8 p.m. in the Magna Room.
Pre-register at the Adult Information Desk, or call 905-
727-9493, option 4.

* * * *
Amnesty International meets at Trinity Anglican

Church in the Rectory (house east of the parking lot), 79
Victoria Street, beginning at 7.30 p.m. Write cards of
support to human rights defenders. New members wel-
come. For more information call 905-713-6713.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 19
Aurora Public Library, in partnership with community

agencies, presents five monthly parenting workshops
between January and May, 2010.  Each month will focus
on a different topic geared to different ages.  Register
for one or all. Free. 7 to 8.30 p.m. in the Magna Room.
Pre-register at the Adult Information Desk, or phone
905-727-9493 option 4. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 21
The Women’s Centre of York Region holds its annual

general meeting and volunteer recognition event this
evening at the Church Street School Cultural Centre, 22
Church Street, beginning at 5.30 p.m. Nominations for
board positions close January 14. For more information
or to confirm attendance (RSVP required by January 15)
contact Kirsten Eastwood, Executive Director at 905-
853-9270, extension 101 or execdir@wcyr.ca.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 23
White Heather Pipes And Drums and the Aurora

Legion present their annual Robbie Burns’ Supper at the
Aurora Legion beginning with cocktails at 6 p.m. and
dinner at 7 p.m. Price is $30. Tickets are available at the
legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North, 905-727-9932.
Reservations will be taken for tables of eight or more. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 25
Aurora Public Library, in partnership with Ontario

Early Years, presents 'Beyond Bedtime Stories'. Learn
how everyday interactions at meals, in the bath, and
playing on the floor can be springboards to literacy suc-
cess. For parents and/or caregivers of children up to six
years old.  7 p.m. in the Magna Room. Pre-register at the
Adult Information Desk, or call 905-727-9493 option 4.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28
Picture Perfect: The Story of Black's Photography.

Aurora Public Library hosts this book event.  Meet
Aurora author Marnie Maguire, and learn about one of
Canada's most successful home-grown businesses. 7
p.m. in the Magna Room. Free. Pre-register at the Adult
Information Desk, or call 905-727-9493 option 4.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1
A PA day workshop, known as “how things were

done”, will be held at the Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum
on Woodbine Avenue from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The work-
shop, designed for children aged eight to 12, will have
attendees participating in an assortment of hands-on
activities, crafts, heritage cooking and traditional
games. Pre-registration is required and participants
must bring their own nut-free lunch. Cost is 32 if you’re
a museum member, $40 if you’re not. Call 905-727-8954
or 1-888-290-0337 for further information. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8
Aurora Film Circuit presents “The Young Victoria”,

which chronicles the early and often turbulent years of a
young girl who became queen of England. Barely 18 when
she is crowned, she is vivacious, fond of parties, and
prone to flirting with the gentlemen of the court. Sara
Ferguson, Duchess of York, came up with the idea for the
film and fought for more than a decade to have it made.
Her co-producers are Academy Award winners Martin
Scorsese and Graham King. Movie is shown at the Aurora
Cineplex at 7 p.m. Tickets, at $10, are available at Aurora
Public Library or R & R Books on Edward Street.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15
It’s Family Day at the Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum

on Woodbine Avenue from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is
$2. Call 905-727--8954 or 1-888-290-0337 for further
information.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24
The Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society presents its

Dessert Competition and Social Meeting at the Aurora
Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North,  beginning at 8 p.m.
All visitors welcome for $2.

SATURDAY, APRIL 24
The Dr. G W Williams Students’ Council will host the

second annual Spring Rummage Sale later this year. Stay
tuned for details.

14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

This service includes:

WINTER IS HERE!

with our winter CAR CARE PACKAGE;

Let us ‘baby’ your car 
 $39.99 VALUE: $99.95Only

1. Lube, oil change and oil filter replacement. 

2.Topping up of all fluids, including brake, windshield, 

    anti-freeze, differential, transmission and power steering fluid.

3. Belt tightening for improved driving performance, as required.

4. Four wheel tire rotation.
5. Tire inspection for cuts and snags and adjustment of air pressure.

6. Battery inspection and cable tightening.

7. Inspect front and rear brakes.

8. Check lights and wipers

First 20 customers with this coupon 

A $39.99 value

RECEIVE A FREE GOODYEAR 
EMERGENCY CAR KIT. 

297 Wellington St. E., Aurora
905-841-8105 www.fixmycar.ca

*

* On most cars and light trucks, plus environmental disposal fee.
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gourmet
to go
Schnitzels 

our specialty

905-727-9561
14889 Yonge Street, Aurora 

www.graystonesrestaurant.ca

TOO TIRED TO COOK?

Let us 
prepare 
your meal. 
You just 
pick it up, 
take it 
home and 

ENJOY!

RELAX... 

10% DISCOUNT 
ON TAKE-OUT!
Sorry - no delivery available

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

FORMERLY 
OAK RIDGE 

MEATS 

We wish all our customers a happy and healthy 2010
– Steve and all the staff

For your enjoyment we have:

CHICKEN PORKBEEFTURKEY LAMB

Nokiidaa Trail discussion
continues at Centre Thursday

The ongoing debate sur-
rounding the Aurora link for
the Nokiidaa Trail system
and the proposed Hadley
Grange Nature Reserve will
be brought to the fore again
this week as facilitators,
stakeholders, and interested
residents gather for their
second public forum. 

The meeting, billed as the
second "charrette", will be
held Thursday at the Church
Street School Cultural
Centre from 6.30 pm to 9
pm. 

It will comprise of a pres-
entation regarding plans for
the trail link, and a panel dis-
cussion including Aurora res-
ident David Tomlinson, and
representatives from the
Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority, and
the Ministry of Natural
Resources.

For some local activists
opposed to any development
alongside the McKenzie

Wetlands, it is hoped this
meeting - a follow-up to the
first "charrette" held at the
Centre in November - will
afford an opportunity to gain
insight to some unanswered
questions.

"What we've learned from
the last meeting is that it is
considered a significant wet-
land and what we're reading
is we shouldn't be touching
that space and that it is frag-
ile," said Heidi Stoecklin. "I'm
just so frustrated because
we're giving all this time and
energy into this and we don't
even know what is going to
happen yet."

Ms Stoecklin said she
plans to present at the meet-
ing 15 reasons why she
believes the project should
be scrapped. 

"I just hope at the meeting
we're going to be heard,
accepted and received," she
said. "I'm feeling like we're
being pushed aside."

Robb Ogilvie, whose
Ogilvie, Ogilvie & Company
is facilitating the project, said
this meeting will be an
opportunity to present their
"enhancement strategy" for
the area. 

He said his company has
worked out "an environmen-
tally sensitive trail alignment"
that Fred Johnson and Mark
Setter will be presenting to
the panel and assembled
audience. 

Johnson and Setter, Mr.
Ogilvie said, have taken into
consideration comments that
were received following
November's meeting.

"We've told the panel
they're not there to say, 'this
is great and wonderful,'" said
Mr. Ogilvie. "What they're
there to do is say, 'here's
what I like about what I saw
(and) here's what I didn't like
about what I saw.'"

Mr. Ogilvie said a round-
table discussion will follow

the panel presentation so
everyone in the room can
ask questions. 

This follows the format
adapted at the previous
meeting. 

During the last discus-
sion, Mr. Ogilvy hoped that
following their presentation,
the audience would break
out into small discussion
groups, but that plan was
hastily scrapped in favour of
an open forum as everyone
wanted their opinions to be
heard.

"It deals with people's
impatience to get at things
and ask questions, and I
don't want to stop that flow,"
he said.

The proposed trail will run
through the west side of the
McKenzie Wetlands on the
north side of St. John's
Sideroad, to connect with the
recently completed
Newmarket branch of the
Nokiidaa Trail system.

Wecome to Aurora. This is the sign that greets you
when northbound drivers exit Hightway 404 at
Wellington Street (Aurora Road). The sign was
installed recently.       Auroran photo by David Falconer

Aurora's new Cultural Centre
prepares for opening exhibit

Later this month, the
Church Street School
Cultural Centre will throw
open its doors for its inau-
gural exhibition featuring
Newmarket -area-based
artist Ann Mortimer. 

The exhibition, running
from its opening reception
on January 27 through
February 20, is, according
to the Centre's Executive
Director Laura Schembri,
the first in a string of
events intended to give
Aurora residents a taste of
things to come. 

"We're supporting and
showcasing local artists,"
said Ms Schembri. "We're
bringing a world-class
artist to the people of
Aurora…and providing a
multicultural experience.
We're not just presenting
art; we're providing an
experience that is a little
bit different from anything
that has happened here."

The exhibit, entitled
The Great Umbrella
Caper, will feature 30
handmade ceramic
umbrellas made by inter-
nationally recognized
artist Ann Mortimer.

The umbrellas are
inspired by her travels

through China. 
Ms Schembri, who

joined the Cultural Centre
after Ms Mortimer agreed
to participate in the exhi-
bition, said she was
"thrilled" at the prospect
of working with Ms.
Mortimer on their inaugu-
ral project.

"I was gifted with Ann,"
she said. "Ann is a mem-
ber of (Aurora's) Pine Tree
Potters Guild which is
located right next door in
the Library. We have
members who are on both
boards so they knew of
Ann living locally. She was
approached and it is my
understanding that she
was quite happy to show
in her home town area."

Ms Mortimer will be on
hand at the exhibition
every Saturday afternoon
for the entire run of the
show.

As this is the Centre's
inaugural exhibition, they
are pulling out all the
stops to get the show off
on the right foot. 

"(Preparations) have
definitely been a team
approach," said Ms
Schembri. "We've had an
installation created to

house and mount the
umbrellas, which is being
made by a professional
fabrication company.
We've got Chinese musi-
cians coming to the open-
ing, women playing a lute
and zither, and we've part-
nered with Annalisa
(Asian Fusion Cuisine) to
provide hors d'oeuvres."

Aurora Mayor Phyllis
Morris will also be on
hand to participate in what
Ms Schembri described
as "a formal Chinese rib-
bon cutting ceremony".

The exhibit will also be
interactive for those wish-
ing to participate. 

Visitors will be able to
learn about Ms Mortimer's
artistic process through
multimedia presentations. 

On Saturday, January
30, visitors will also be
able to try their hand at
decorating hand-made
paper umbrellas with tra-
ditional Chinese artists.

Visitors may reserve
their umbrellas in advance
by contacting the Centre.

Umbrellas are $10
each, and money raised
from the activity will be
used to recoup money
spent on hiring the artists.

The Great Umbrella
Caper is the first of many
things planned at the
Cultural Centre this year,
Ms Schembri said.

The Aurora Historical
Society is mounting a
travelling exhibition on
prohibition which will open
on January 30.

The Centre is also in
the midst of planning
activities for Family Day
next month, as well as
becoming involved with
the Aurora Film Circuit
and the Jazz Festival. 

Future events include a
Pine Tree Potters show in
May, a "bass guitar boot
camp" on July 28, and
participation in Doors
Open Aurora in August. 

"Our goal over the next
few months is to have
(many) different types of
offerings for the public so
they get a feel for what
might happen here," said
Ms Schembri. "In the Fall,
we will roll out a more tra-
ditional slate of cultural
and instructional program-
ming that people will actu-
ally register for, including
lecture series, dances,
film, and anything to do
with music."
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Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

Letter to the Editor

Don’t like who’s running;
here’s where you say it

I expect there will be a huge election in Aurora later this

year.

All kinds of controversy has taken place in the last four

years, and people, if you can believe blogs, are a tad upset.

For one, I don’t pay much attention to blogs, preferring

to ignore them if I can. 

Some people, I’ve been told, have not been all that kind

to me, which is fine, but because I haven’t been told that in

letters to the editor, phone calls or any other mode of com-

munication, I can only assume it’s a very small group of

people who participate in the blogs.

And, if they know that much about the way I run this

paper, it can only mean they are reading it...which is what I

want. 

But I digress.

Assuming that hundreds, well maybe 20 or 30 people,

will seek election this year, The Auroran will make a

page(s) available for comments, should you feel so

inclined.

My usual rule applies: You need to sign your letters, I

must be able to print those signatures, and whatever you

say, won’t put me in jail for libel.

In other words, I may not print your letter, but I’ll tell you

why before I make that decision. So I need to know how to

contact you. Submissions will NOT be accepted from

declared candidates.

There is already one person in the race for mayor (my

belief is there are more coming) and I expect there will be

a plethora of people who want to run for council.

There are eight spots available and, hear this, you don’t

have to vote for eight people if there aren’t enough quali-

fied for the position in your mind.

When I ran for council several years ago, I would vote

for myself, thereby collecting a possible eight votes.

If there was someone else who I liked, I would vote for

that person, too, which meant each of us had four votes,

etc., etc.

So, if you want to praise someone for seeking an elect-

ed seat, or if you want to chastise that person for making

such a dumb decision, this is where you can do it.

Oh yeah, if you want to buy an ad for yourself or some-

one else, we’ll take those, too...and put them on those

pages...

The ad department said I had to tell you that.

Here’s where I put the brakes on the rumour mill.

I am NOT running for council or mayor this time out.

My wife won’t let me...

Look, maw, Yonge and Wellington without traffic lights. That’s the way it
was decades ago when Yonge Street was better known as the King’s
Highway Number 11, and there’s a sign on a post (right near the truck
parked the wrong way on the street) to prove it. Many of the buildings seen
in the photograph still exist on Yonge Street, albeit most have been updat-
ed. Gone from the scene are the Town Hall on the east side of the street,

at the corner of Mosley, and the water tower, which was once located in
front of today’s Park Place Manor. There’s also a new five-storey building
that has been erected just south of the old post office, the building with
the clock on the top. This photo was found in a pamphlet about Aurora
which called the place: A Town of Beauty and the Home of Healthy-Happy
Families. 

Trail opponents ready for meeting
To the editor,

Thank you, William
Duthie, for your letter to the
editor "Why can't public
enjoy wetland, he asks"
week of December 22.

Understand, Mr. Duthie,
we appointed ourselves as
stewards because our gov-
ernment is failing to protect
our community’s and
nation's 'regulated' green
spaces and our green
spaces in general.

Your position of "want" in
your letter seems to be the
reasoning taken by sup-
porters of the Nokiidaa
Trail.

Your want is as valid as
our want yet we have pro-
vided "15 reasons for con-
cern" and you address only
one argument.

This rebuttal has proven
dangerous and detrimental
to all which is not human
throughout history.

It is inconsiderate, void
of compassion, and lacks
complete vision and duty to
the children, youth and
shows no respect for all life.

This perspective shows
the choice that mankind
has had since the begin-
ning of time.

Doing an action because
I want something verses
questioning do I need it,
has always been
humankind’s conscience
choice.  

Want and need are very
distinct drives.

Want being characteris-
tically a Western, con-
sumeristic, materialistic
quality of greed.

I want that chocolate
cake, third cup of coffee,
new phone, so I'll buy it and
I'll satisfy my desire.

I'm guilty, I do this.

I try to lead a simple life,
but at times, I lack disci-
pline, restraint and give into
temptation. 

North Americans are
exuberant, gluttonous,
obscene consumers. We
take too much when the
rest of the world has so lit-
tle.

We live highly and com-
fortably in Canada while
the majority of humans on
this planet go without.

I ask all readers who
may agree with William
Duthie, what happens
when after we've taken all
we wanted there is nothing
left for what this generation
of youth and children
need?  

Want generates a desire
to own, to swallow, to con-
trol, a quality that came to
the Americas with the colo-
nizers rather than honour-
ing the land, sky and sea by
taking only what we need
for survival and growth.  

All cultures of all
Indigenous peoples,
throughout the ages have
looked to Mother Earth with
awe and held her in the
highest regard.

They lived by the natural
laws of giving and taking,
offering gratitude and living
respect.  

For some reason, the
dominating paradigm of
rape (against will), conquer
and war has controlled our
decision making for much
too long.

William Duthie, humans
can’t have/take everything
we want just because we
can.

Though it is our human
right to have this wanting
attitude, continually acting
upon it without considera-
tion of all life, will not lead

to human survival and
species diversity.

For once can we show
restraint, suppress our
childlike desires and leave
this small natural space
undisturbed?  

When do we say enough
already?

For those who have not
seen the McKenzie
Wetlands, this is a very
small, fragile area.

I realize that this is only
a boardwalk but the long
term reprecussions of this
project and potential for fur-
ther development in this
area is too threatening.

The Yonge Street route
has yet to be fully debated.

Who says we need to
expand the highway, any-
way?

We wish to simplify life,
our conjested roads and
encourage real, active
"Participaction". 

Essentially, whatever
happens in this space
should be decided by the
people by vote wherein
every citizen is made aware
of both sides of this con-
flict.

The input of every youth,
senior, adults of all profes-
sions are valid and must be
recorded.

Even a child's opinion
matters to us for they
understand it is wrong to
put a trail through a duck's
living room and it is wrong
to steal land.  

We feel Aurora and

Please see page 8



Front Porch
Perspective

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

The new year is here and we can look forward to
the upcoming Super Bowl, the Vancouver Olympics,
and a long play-off run for our/my beloved Toronto
Maple Leafs.

Okay - maybe not so long a play-off run by the
Buds.

Okay, okay then, maybe no play-off run at all for the
Leafs.

A man can dream, can't he?
Anyway, there is another fantastic sporting event

that will take place later on this year.
It is the municipal election scheduled for Monday,

October 25, 2010. 
We do have one declared candidate for mayor thus

far, in former Councillor Nigel Kean.
But there are a lot of questions out there, regarding

this race, to wit:
Will the current mayor seek to retain the chains of

office?
Will anyone from the present council run against

her?
Will any currently elected politician at another level

run against the mayor?
Will anyone "new" from the community run against

her?
Questions/idle speculations regarding the current

council:
How many of the eight will run again?
Will any of them run for mayor?
Last time out, 20 of our fellow citizens ran for coun-

cil - how many will seek office this time?
Will former Councillor Grace Marsh run again?

If so, for what office?
Will any mayoralty candidate think about running

with a slate of council candidates?
Lots to digest, but I am not going to try to answer

any of the above this week; I will save this for some
future columns.

An interesting sidebar to all this is the need for
some changes to our municipal election laws.

One of our national newspapers published an inter-
esting article last October by Robert MacDermid, a
political science professor at York University, and a
founding member of VoteToronto.ca.

Among the many reforms that he "deemed essen-
tial to make municipal elections open and transparent"
are:

-The Minister of Municipal Affairs should change
the law to prevent winning candidates carrying for-
ward surpluses that give them a head start over chal-
lengers at future elections.

-The Minister should limit the number of contribu-
tions someone can make to five. The Professor offered
an example where a certain Contractors' Association
gave to 95 candidates (72 of them elected) in 10
municipalities in 2006.

-And he (the Minister) needs to close the most
egregious of loopholes, allowing companies to pay
employees while they work on campaigns without the
expense being considered a contribution from the
employer.

Along with the above, I also kindly suggest that we
need to make another fundamental change at the
same time as well - the introduction of term limits. 

Napoleon is alleged to have once said that the bat-
tlefields are littered with the bodies of irreplaceable
soldiers.

He could just have easily been speaking about
modern day politics. 

Since it seems that many public figures stay well
past their "best before" date, we need to help the
politicians help themselves. 

Mandating term limits is one way to lend assis-
tance.

This is especially important now that Ontario
municipal council terms will be four years instead of
three.

A councillor should be limiting to serving two terms. 
Mayors should also be limited to two terms. 
If an individual becomes mayor after already having

served two four year terms as a councillor, then he or
she would have served 16 years by the time they are
through.

This should be more than enough time to imple-
ment or achieve any legislative agenda that they ini-
tially brought to the table.  

Public life is fundamentally about the nobility and
selflessness of public service.

It should not be about longevity; it should simply be
about service. 

Taken together, the above measures might help to
restore faith in our system and maybe even increase
voter turnout. 

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Some required reforms
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By Stephen Somerville 

I sat chatting with a young woman who was not
chewing on a wad of gum and I became warmed by her
infectious smile.

She is not big in size but she is large in stature in this
community.

The more we talked the more I knew her fitness was
with mindset also.

She was not a couch potato nor was she internet
obsessed, however, she does love competitive ringette
and loves to be active.

This activity, over the past five years, has included
more than $6,000 raised for cancer research and she is
a powerhouse of spirit for Aurora.

Touched by several losses in her family this now
nine-year-old has made her dreams come true by
assisting others and it comes straight from the heart
and her strong family love and support.

Her reflection on a few questions as to this passion

of hers is a message for all to turn an ear.
What does community mean to you?
“If a person is struggling we all need to stand up for

them, One struggles; we all do.”
If you could share only one message, what would

it be?
“We should never see difference. Everyone is home

here and if we see someone alone we need to reach out
to them.”

She added she practiced this at school and the stu-
dent who was alone was actually playing hide and seek.

I struggled to catch my breath from laughing with
her.

After visiting with her and enjoying a shortbread
together I was looking forward to her performance as an
Oompa Loompa in “Willy Wonka and the Chocolate
Factory”.

Students from Grades 3 to 8 from Recency Acres

Public School will take over the stage at the Newmarket
Theatre February 4 and 5 at 7 p.m.

Alice is appropriately playing the number one Oompa
Loompa and will be sharing many more positive mes-
sages to those in attendance.

Some messages have already been touched on in
the opening of this inaugural column.

She has been doing this all her brief life and she has
mastered being a tremendous citizen because she does
not rehearse or act.

She performs from the heart.
I will look to her teamwork at a future ringette league

game and I know she believes what Wayne Gretzky
said, when he said, “you will miss 100 per cent of the
shots you don’t take.”

That message does not have to be about sports and
Aurora scored and won a champion with Alice
Sandiford.

Heard About Town
Powerhouse of spirit

By David Heard
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Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

PO58005CN State Farm • Home Offices Aurora, Ontario • Statefarm.ca™

Dinner for

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3232$$ 9595

Thank you Aurora!
It’s our 40th Anniversary... 

Best Chinese Food in Town.
Business Hours 

Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm
Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

All types of Filters, Humidifiers, 
Air Cleaners, Water Pumps

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

To the editor,

T'was another dark night at a council meeting,
When all through the chamber was nary a greeting,

One councillor had quit, another hung out to dry,
When getting along should be what they try.

A replacement put in without an election,
Only served to promote a growing infection.

To attend a meeting is a sight to behold,
As seven raving councillors all in a row,

Disagree wildly and toss one in the hold.
With a driver charged up on power steering,

Maybe we need a public hearing,
As passengers worry about where they're heading,

Especially with all the town's bloodletting.

The expert hired for an eye to proceedings,
Was himself dismissed for not interceding,

When he found nothing wrong,
With free speech deemed too strong;

His report didn't cut the headmistress's grade,
So now his severance must be paid.

The election we had was full of promises,
But now we've been turned into doubting Thomases,
The chronic absence of manners and civil discussion,

Had even higher authorities notice the unction.
In lieu of respectful productive debate,

Everyone grew even more irate,
And the media ran with the story like bait.

As time went on there was so much commotion,
Taxpayers felt there was no devotion,

To important issues affecting the town,
As personal grievances looked for were found.

Money squandered on lawyers could be much better spent,
At this rate our assessments will have us all living in tents.

The taxpayers shuddered at the rates they all paid.
As property taxes kept being raised,

There's money for sports and lawyers too,
But in winter the older folk despair what to do,

For no sooner have they paid to clear out their drive,
The snowplow revs up and then swoops by.

Despite a summer full of rain,
We've short of water once again.

The road is flooded, who’s to blame,
As construction rules the land,

With water and hydro in peak demand.
Yet permit revenue is reported as down,

So confusion prevails as renovations abound.
MPCA assessments are out of proportion,

Throwing homeowners into all kinds of contortions.

What about energy efficient homes?
They're out of reach no matter how many loans.
And drying laundry outside in the dust or snow

Only ruins the laundry, as everyone knows.

We need adaptable housing as we age,
Yet builders go on to announce their next phase,

Empowered by planners with impaired vision,
Does no one see we are in a collision.
We'll all grow older, does no one care?

The last thing we need is more acres of stairs.

And then there's the labyrinth in the centre of town,
It's called "Traffic Calming" but we can't get around!

It frays all our nerves, it's not calming at all,
Even bicycles grind to a halt and stall.

So much expense to keep us away,
It's more like a mutant video game.

You can't get in and you can't get out,
We're left, at best, shaking heads full of doubt.

Dante's circles of hell have arrived,
It doesn't matter at all how well you drive.

Abandon hope all ye who enter here,
You can be close to home but nowhere near.

MPAC assessments have run amuck
As overcharged victims are just out of luck.

The taxpayers need to mutiny
And council needs a referee

To ensure democracy
And more not less transparency.

Dismissals, deferrals, closed door meetings and spending
Just seem to go on without any ending.

Has council forgotten they work for us all?
Their loan on our patience (to say nothing of money!) should be called.

Too many promises made and broken
Make words cast about only empty tokens.

Has council forgotten we foot the bills,
We pay them so the coffers fill.

So why when tax collection is plenty
Does the town seem to be running on empty?

Since council can't seem to work together,
No progress is made, and things get no better.

Council has come completely undone,
It's past time we demand a complete refund.

No doubt to be continued….

Shelby Shepherd
Aurora

BBBS wishes supporters happy new year
To the editor,

Big Brothers Big Sisters
of York (BBBS) would like to

say Happy New Year and
express our gratitude to the
community for their support
of our agency throughout the

past year.
We welcome 2010 as it

will be our 40th Anniversary
year--thanks to the Aurora

Rotary Club that was our
founding organization in
1970.

There will be many
planned events to help us
celebrate and everyone is
invited.  

This year we are going to
help more Kids than ever
before, make more friends
than ever before and raise
more money than ever
before.

How will we do this? 
With the continued sup-

port of our Board of
Directors, our terrific team of
staff, our volunteers and, as
always, you the public who
stand behind us in all of our
endeavours.

The children and families
we serve join us to especial-
ly thank the volunteers and
mentors that make such a
difference in their lives.

Children who have been
in our programs experience
real and positive change.

To everyone, our sincere
wishes for a Happy and
Successful 2010!

Moragh Wolfe
Executive Director
Big Brothers
Big Sisters of York

He’s disgusted with
Harper’s arrogance
An open letter to MP Lois
Brown:

I am thoroughly disgust-
ed and infuriated at the
arrogance shown by
Harper's decision to pro-
rogue parliament.

Are you supporting that
decision?

Why is Harper behaving
like a tin-pot dictator and
cavalierly dismissive of
parliament? 

Must I remind you that

yours is a minority govern-
ment and is beholden to
represent all Canadians -
not just a cabal of rogues,
hell-bent on retaining
power.

Must I also remind you
that your election was cer-
tainly not a majority, in this
riding which has changed
hands with each election.

Please explain to me
why you support the deci-
sion to prorogue, at this
time.

Has the work of parlia-
ment been completed?

If you do not support this
action, what are you pre-
pared to do?

Please do not show a
"Harper-like arrogance" by
responding "that your letter
is being taken under
advisement".

I want direct answers
from you--my representa-
tive in parliament.

James Onyschuk
Aurora

Ed. Note: A story
which appeared on Page
3 in last week’s Auroran,
made it quite clear how
the Member of Parliament
felt about the decision to 
prorogue parliament.

MPs should refund 
month’s pay, he says
To the editor,

Contrary to the view of
Lois Brown, I'd say there is a
big problem "delaying gov-
ernment".

MPs are elected and paid
by the taxpayers to conduct
the business of government
in a legislative assembly.

If Stephen Harper shuts

down parliament for no com-
pelling reason except to
pack the Senate with con-
servative appointments,
then MPs of his party should
refund a month's salary.

This is called a "leave of
absence" in the real world.

John Connolley
Aurora 

Probus club
says thanks
To the editor, Ron Wallace

On behalf of the Probus
Club of Aurora, I am writing
to you to express our
appreciation of the expo-
sure you have given to our
club in recent weeks in The
Auroran newspaper.

As you may be aware,
we have been active this
last year in an attempt to
increase our membership.

It stands at about 75 at
present but has been as
high as 90 in some past
years.

Our club is for retired
and semi-retired people, so
naturally we do lose a few
every year from age and ill-
ness, but what we have
found, is that many people
in Aurora, who could enjoy

joining us, have never
heard of the Probus Club.

In addition we do have a
rather strange name.

So that is what our man-
agement team is up to. 

Raising the profile of our
club.

Thank you again for
helping us in our endeav-
ours.

Bob Staley
Chair, Speakers’
Committee
Probus Club of Aurora

Ed. Note: The name
Probus Club stands for 
an abbreviation of
PROfessional and
BUSiness. There are near-
ly 150 such clubs across
Canada.
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THE DIGNITY
I DESERVE

Park Place Manor
retirement residence

15055 Yonge St., Aurora, ON

Call 905-727-2952

In every smile and every interaction,
you’ll find the dignity you deserve.

www.chartwellreit.ca

“The services are great and the 
activities are wonderful, but the way 
I am treated is the greatest gift of all.”

We are proud of all the comforts and
conveniences we offer, but what we are
most proud of, is our staff. They were
chosen for their compassion, as much
as their skill.

Get results and feel great 
for 2010 with 

Leaders in alternative women’s fitness. 
Come for the fun. Get a total body workout.

Learn to pole dance and fall in 
love with the way your body moves. 
It’s all women, it’s all fun, and it’s the 
best workout you’ll ever experience. 

Call us to register for our winter session: 
CLASSES START SOON 

at Matrix Repatterning Centre 

33 Victoria Street, Aurora 

416-406-6683 (move) Toll free: 866-528-8365 
www.felinity.ca  info@felinity.ca 

EXPERIENCE THE MIND BLOWING JOURNEY!

In the photo are, left to right, Brian Hlus, Manager Intergovernmental Affairs,
City of Edmonton; Natalie Bull, Executive Director, Heritage Canada
Foundation; Robert Geldart, Heritage Planner, City of Edmonton; Douglas
Köchel, Chair, Board of Governors, Heritage Canada Foundation; David
Holdsworth, Heritage Planner, City of Edmonton; His Royal Highness, The
Prince of Wales; Richard Moorehouse, Executive Director, Ontario Heritage
Trust; Carolyn Quinn, Director of Communications, Heritage Canada
Foundation; Mayor Stephen Mandel, City of Edmonton; and Aurora Mayor
Phyllis Morris.  

Where was the mayor
from, he wants to know
To the editor,

Re: The Auroran,
Volume 10 Number 7,
December 01, page 3,
"Prince Signs Plaque".

I read with interest that
our mayor attended a recep-
tion in Toronto given by the
Prince of Wales and the
Heritage Canada
Foundation.

Your article says she and
"the mayor of St. John's,
New Brunswick, were invited
to the private reception".

There is a St. John's,
Newfoundland, and a Saint
John, New Brunswick, but
no St. John's, New
Brunswick.   

Who was with Mayor
Morris?

Andrew Lloyd
Aurora

Ed. Note: Here’s how
Mayor Morris responded:
“We can confirm that the
Mayor of the City of St
John's, Newfoundland,
was not with me and was

not at the ceremony.
Although invited, he was
regretfully unable to
attend. We can also con-
firm that the Mayor of St.
John, New Brunswick, was
also not with me nor in
attendance at the event.
However, Douglas Köchel,
the Chair of the Board of
Governors, at the Heritage
Canada Foundation is
from St. John, New
Brunswick, and he was in
attendance and was inad-
vertently identified previ-
ously as the mayor.” 

We’ll never give up: reader
Newmarket could beautify
this space and create a
unique division between
our towns without disrupt-
ing any nature.

The area to the south of
the wetlands has the poten-
tial to become a really fun
park.

That is, if the developers
don't get to it first.

We understand there
has already been proposals
for condominiums in this

area.
We strive for a consen-

sus, a means to solving cit-
izen conflicts.

Consensus is a tool
which has been lost in our
present form of governance
and has been dislocated
through centralized
Parliament and Legislature.

Achieving and ensuring
a consensus is a crucial
element to community deci-
sion making and citizen
governance participation in

his/her local affairs.
For your information, Mr.

Duthie, the group NAACSI
has dismantled into a col-
lective of individuals acting
for the McKenzie Wetlands.

Besides the name is not
appropriate presently, as
this conflict of desire is no
longer just a local issue and
has become a
Provincial/Regional con-
cern.  

So though we are name-
less yet we exist on several
different fronts.  By the way,
for interests, I do know an
Auroran who does have a
beautiful name for this area
to be considered and I think
the majority will agree.  I'll
ask him to share his idea for
all to consider. 

To end, I just wish to say
that you ended your letter
by calling us a "do gooder's
group".

Thank you for declaring
this title publically because
we are a 'do gooder group'.

I think all parents would
agree "it's good to do good"
and in this case it is good to
act for those without a
voice.

We care, Mr Duthie,
about the animals, the
plantlife, the future of all the
world's children.

We will never stop car-
ing. This is not just about
us.

Ogilvie, Ogilvie &
Company are holding the
second charette on this
issue Thursday, January 14,
at 6.30 p.m. at the Church
Street School Cultural
Centre.

If you wish to show sup-
port for the animals and the
McKenzie Wetlands, join us
at 5.30 p.m to rally.  

We'll never give up. Ever.
Love heals all.  

Oh yes, for the informa-
tion of all. We have just
found documents revealing
a 'Regional Production Well'
(single) in the wetlands
area. What does this mean,
anyone?  We are wondering
why Robb Ogilvie and the
provincial, local experts and
officials have not brought
this to public attention yet?
We will keep all posted.

Heidi G. A. Stoecklin
David Philp 
Aurora

Buck is not person
to compromise, this
reader maintains
To the editor,

Councillor Evelyn Buck
(letter: Jan 5, concerning
Nisbet Drive) ends "from a
ringside seat, I will keep you
informed".

Oh yes!
If I didn't read and attend

Council Meetings, I may not
know better.  

The Town Council voted
on the reconstruction of
Nisbet Drive on December
8.

Listening to the proceed-
ings, my first inclination was
to be opposed to the pro-
posed location of the side-
walk (the point of con-
tention) on the grounds of
cost.

Nevertheless after input
from the staff on cost, safe-
ty, snow storage, etc., I
changed my mind.  

Obviously of more signif-
icance, seven of the eight
councillors present at the
meeting were satisfied with
the responses to their ques-
tions and the motion passed
by a (recorded) vote of 7 to
1.

The sole dissenter was
Councillor Buck who contin-
ued to fight on in her blog
and in the January 5 letter.

Judging from other meet-
ings, minutes of meetings
and her political blog, this is
Councillor Buck's style.

She is not a person to
compromise.

The problem is that com-
promise is necessary to

avoid deadlock on bodies
like town councils.

It's also part of a demo-
cratic process, whereby the
decision of the majority is
recognized. Nevertheless,
what concerns me most is
that a person needs to com-
promise to be able to
change their opinion in the
light of new information.

Councillor Buck seems
to have an alternative strat-
egy, namely, fight on.

This may keep Councillor
Buck occupied, but it's
harmful to our Town.

When Councillor Buck
says "ringside seat", she
seems to forget why she
was voted to council.

She asked Aurorans for
their votes.

She didn't pay them for a
ticket to a circus, although if
anybody has put on a show,
it's Councillor Buck.

The real problem seems
to be that Councillor Buck is
averse to compromise.

As with Nisbet Drive, an
entrenched uncompromis-
ing adversarial Councillor
Buck just fights on.

In this light, there's
something quite bizarre
about Councillor Buck's
offer to keep us informed.

It's a bit like the wolf
promising to keep the shep-
herd informed from the
fence.

Oh Yes!

Charlie Street
Aurora

From page 4
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Serving you in Newmarket-Aurora

 
Newmarket-Aurora

Lois Brown, M.P.
16600 Bayview Ave., Ste. 206
Newmarket ON K1A 0A6
905-953-7515
www.loisbrown.ca

LOIS BROWN, M.P.

Town Hall Meeting

Monday, January 18, 2010
7:30 p.m.

Aurora Town Hall
Council Chambers

1 Municipal Drive, Aurora

Have your say on the upcoming federal budget.
Oral and written comments are accepted.

All are welcome but presenters will need to pre-register.
If you cannot attend the meeting you may still submit 

your comments to the office.

For information call 
905-953-7515 

or email Brown.L@parl.gc.ca

Pre-Budget Consultation

Former Olympian comes home for CHATS
By BROCK WEIR

Auroran staff

When Mara Jones
crosses the finish line for
CHATS' (Community Home
Assistance To Seniors)
Run to Whistler fundraiser,
the event will be a home-
coming of sorts for the
Aurora-raised Olympian.

Ms Jones lived with her
family in Aurora until she
began studying at McGill
University at 19. 

At McGill, she was first
introduced to the sport that
would take her to the 2004
Summer Games in Athens,
Greece.

"I have always been
sort of athletic, doing
mostly cross-country run-

ning, soccer, and things
like that, she said. "When I
got to McGill I wanted to
try something different;
varsity sports were sort of
repetitive in terms of what I
had already done. Rowing
had a novice team and I
got hooked the second I
started rowing."

Ms Jones said she
found rowing to be an ideal
sport for her because it
had a large team and a
"good atmosphere”.

"It is competitive, but
very collegial," she said.
"At every level there is
always that sense of com-
munity and it's the kind of
thing you can keep doing
as you get older. Maybe
that is why there is such a

good feel about it
because… it offers some-
thing for everyone."

Now living in Toronto
and studying orthopaedic
surgery at the University of
Toronto, Ms Jones is cur-
rently doing her residency
at Sunnybrook Hospital.

Ms Jones said she first
came to learn about
CHATS when she received
a call from the group ask-
ing her to lend her name
(and her feet) to the
fundraiser. 

After learning about the
group and the event, Ms
Jones said she did not
hesitate to become
involved.

"I thought it was a really
great idea just to keep

people active," she said.
"Sometimes people just
take exercise as a sepa-
rate part of their life, and it
sounds like (CHATS) is try-
ing to incorporate it into
everyday activities so it
makes it more accessible."

The CHATS fundraiser,
called Run/Walk to
Whistler is a two-event
endeavour comprising of a
40-kilometre walk and a
five-kilometre run. The
Walk starts on January 17
and concludes with the run
on January 24.

According to CHATS,
the combined kilometres
accumulated by partici-
pants will equal the dis-
tance from CHATS' Aurora
headquarters to Whistler. 

For Ms Jones, exercise
is not simply a separate
part of her life.

Her time as a rower did-
n't stop with mere dabbling
on McGill's varsity team,
but it became an integral
part of her life. 

"Any time you have a
passion for something, it is
hard to let it go," she said.  

Upon moving to Toronto
after finishing up at McGill,
she said she was winning
enough rowing trophies
that she decided to push
herself to "the next level”.

By 2004, Ms Jones won
the 2004 Rowing World
Cup in Switzerland and
then the 2005 World
Championship in Japan. 

She also represented

Canada at the 2004
Olympic Games in Athens. 

Coming in eighth
despite being ranked num-
ber one going into the
race, Ms. Jones said
although it was a disap-
pointing experience she
has mixed feelings about
the event.

"(The Olympic experi-
ence) is hard to wrap up in
a small sentence," she
said "It's different for
everyone, but for me it
was…you've kind of
reached the pinnacle of
your sport and you're there
competing. What strikes
you most when you're
there is you realize how
great it is to compete for
your country.

"I think when you get
caught up in day-to-day
training you don't really
realize how many people
are supporting you, even if
they don't really know you.
People who have never
seen you before are all of
a sudden cheering you
because you're represent-
ing your country."

Not one to rest on her
laurels, Ms Jones is now
adding orthopaedic medi-
cine to her list of accom-
plishments.

Medicine, she said, has
been a longstanding inter-
est of hers and she is par-
ticularly drawn to the sur-
gical aspects of the field. 

"It's hard to pinpoint
why you are drawn to one

specialty over another but I
just like doing things with
my hands and the surger-
ies are very innovative and
creative," she said. 

"Just the idea of trying
to return (patients) to func-
tion is one of the things
that struck me about
orthopaedic surgery.
People are not always
acutely ill but have some-
thing that is limiting them
(in) their everyday life. You
can never replicate human
body perfection (but) you
are still able to give some-
body back their quality of
life, which is really cool."

When her residency is
complete, Ms Jones said
she is looking forward to
having a slightly less hec-
tic schedule so she can
give more of herself back
to her community and per-
haps to Canada's future
Olympians.

"I haven't been able to
do a lot as a representa-
tive of sport," she said. "I
did a couple of talks after I
came back from the
Olympics at elementary
schools and high schools
to talk about my experi-
ences and motivate people
to continue in sports no
matter their level. 

"Sport is really impor-
tant no matter what level
you try to achieve because
it helps you develop skills
you can take not just with-
in sport but in work and
life."

Chief is guest speaker
at Probus Club meeting

York Regional Police
Chief Armand La Barge will
address the Aurora Probus
Club’s monthly meeting at
the January 13th gathering.

The meeting will be held
at the Legion Hall on
Industrial Parkway North,
which is set to begin at 10
a.m.

Chief La Barge is
expected to speak at 11
a.m.

The public is welcome to
attend.

Chief La Barge’s policing
career has been in York
Region, from 1973 when he

started as police cadet,
through to his present posi-
tion.

He will provide an
overview of YRP, including
organization as well as the
major thrusts of police
activity.

His list of credentials
includes Past President of
the Ontario Association of
Chiefs of Police, graduation
from the FBI National
Academy in Virginia,  the
Schulich School of
Business Masters
Certificate in Municipal
Management and his

recent investiture as an
Officer of the Order of
Merit.

Chief La Barge's presen-
tation includes a 15 to 20-
minute question and
answer period.

The Probus Club is a
group of retired
Professional and Business
people - with a strong thrust
toward fellowship, social
activities and monthly
speakers.

If you have questions or
need further information
please call Bob Staley at
905-727-5017.

Neighbourhood Network 
toy drive success, she says

N e i g h b o u r h o o d
Network's 2009 Toy Drive
was a huge success,
according to administrator
Linda Potter. 

She estimates
Neighbourhood Network
received hundreds of toy

donations which, she said,
is "far and above the
response from 2008”.

Most toy donations
received by the group were
made anonymously, she
said, but the Network
expressed special thanks

to, among others, the
Aurora Seniors' Centre
Dance Committee, partici-
pants at the recent
Neighbourhood Network
open house, Hadley
Grange resident Gail Van
Wolde, and Don and Kathy
Constable. 

Proceeds from the toy
drive were distributed to
the Aurora Food Pantry,
CHATS, the Aurora Lions
Club, the Optimists Club of
Aurora, Inn from the Cold,
the Women's Centre of
York Region, and a number
of other groups throughout
York Region.  

Aurora seniors’
duplicate bridge

Monday, Jan. 4: N/S - Ev Dickie and Audrey Robertson;
Carol Gordon and Brenda Smith; Lucille Sequeira and Mitzi
Brown. E/W - Suzanne Nunn and Shirley Laurin; Ed
Werenich and Joe Badali; Murray Sinclair and Don Newman.
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Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca
Open Road BMW 

87 Mulock Drive, 
Newmarket 

(just east of Yonge St.)
1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca

Proudly supporting local sports 

Open Road BMW
87 Mulock Drive • Newmarket

1-888-295-8714 • www.openroadbmw.ca

GREEN LANE
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House League
105 St. Louis Blue Timbits 8 - Sam

MacLeod 1G 2A, Curtis Manley 2G, Jackson
Galbraith 2G 3A, Carson Tidd 1G, Carson
Klein 2G 3A, Justin Just 1A. 108 Philly
Orange Timbits 6 - Nolan Michelberger 3G,
Nathan Mohabeer 1G 2A, Cole Nip 1G 1A,
Sammy Alicandri 2A, Johnathan Avgousti 1G,
Clayton Hodgson 1A.    

106 Pittsburgh Black Timbits 9 - Brett
Pearce, shutout,  Liam Mahoney 3G, Owen
Papulkas 2G, Harrison Bennett 5G, Matthew
Cowl 1G, Michael Pantalone 1G 1A, Brandin
Harris 1G 1A, Zachary Grant 1A, Dereck Avery
1A. 104 Los Angeles Purple Timbits 0.

107 Pittsburgh Powder Blue Timbts 10 -
Joe Badali 1A, Andrew Scott 1G, Ethan Joiner
2G 1A, Evan Lajoie 1G, Jace Jackson 2G 2A,
Justin Hicks 2G 1A, Hunter Edwards 2G,
Mitchell Weatherall 1A, Griffin Charnley 1A,
Stefan Fazari 1A. 103 Toronto White Timbits
7 - Gianluca Santocono 1A, Colby Jackson 1G
1A, Riley Klugerman 4G 1A, Christian Romas
1A, James Sproul 1G, Evan Ramasra 1A,
Gage Gonsalves 1A, Anton Sopov 1A,
Graham Woodcock 1G. 

101 Florida Red Timbits 8. 102 Boston
Gold Timbits 5.

202 St. Louis Blue Caravan Kids 3 -
Aaron Preiano 1G, Austin Martin 1G, Andrew
Schaus 1G, Nathan Smith 1A, Sean Kiah 1A,
Brandon Urman 1A. 205 Florida Red Caravan
Kids 3 - Aidan Graham 2G, Garrett Kohler 1G,
Brian Turner 1A, Riley Harris 1A, Nicholas
Makhlouta 1A, Patrick Buffa 1A.

203 Boston Gold Caravan Kids 4 - John
Dol 1G 2A, Jacob Lopez 2G 2A, Christopher
Siarkas 1G 1A, Cristian Franze 2A, Michela
Venosa 1A. 201 Los Angeles Purple Caravan
Kids 2 - Alexander Iaboni 1G, Cameron Lang
1G 1A, Cody Fisher 1A.    

202 St. Louis Blue Caravan Kids 4 -
Austin Martin 1G, Aaron Preiano 2G, Jonathan
Gianforcaro 1G, Andrew Schaus 2A, Gian
Luca Racanelli 1A. 204 Toronto White
Caravan Kids 3 - Ryan Funston Clarke 3G,
Tommy Collins 1A, Daniel Babcock 2A.  

201 Los Angeles Purple Caravan Kids 9
- Alexander Iaboni 3G 4A, Mason Brown 1G,
Cameron Lang 5G 1A, Coulton Ives 1A. 205
Florida Red Caravan Kids 2 - Anthony
Miranda 2G, Joseph Kuchcicki 1A, Aidan
Graham 1A, Garrett Kohler 1A.  

203 Boston Gold Caravan Kids 3 - John
Dol 2G, Jacob Lopez 1G 1A, Francesco
DeBartolo 2A, Christopher Siarkas 1A. 205
Florida Red Caravan Kids 0.

204 Toronto White Caravan Kids 5 -
Giuliano Iervasi 1G, Gregory Gatzopoulos 1G,
Eric Flicker 1G, Andrew Breau 1G 1A, Robert
Kniss 1G, Daniel Babcock 1A, Mason Barone
1A, Carson Purcell 1A,  Ryan Funston Clarke
2A. 201 Los Angeles Purple Caravan Kids 2
- Cody Fisher 1G, Matthew Flanagan 1G,
Chris Barnett Alexander Iaboni 1A.  

401 Florida Red Chouinard Bros. 6 -
Reese Crevelle 2G 1A, Ethan Jeries 1A, Sean
Anderton 1G, Matthew Lancaster 1G, Dylan
McFee 1G, Will Reid 1G. 411 Colorado
Burgandy Danny's Boys 2 - Dylan Clark 1G,

Brendan Dodd 1A, Andrew Negri 1G, Josh
Hookey 1A.  

809 San Jose Teal 2 - Matthew Pelkola 1G,
Austin Boudreau 1G, Harris Riopelle 1A, Gavin
Matheson 1A, Owen Nisbet 1A. 812 Dallas
Kelly Green 1 - Matthew Reynolds 1G,
Matthew Roach  1A. 

805 St. Louis Blue Orr & Associates 2 -
Nick Moffatt 1G, Thomas Scougall 1G 1A,
Cody Mulhern 1A. 803 Toronto White AHPA 1
- Liam Devlin 1G, Bailey MIller 1A, Christopher
End 1A.    

806 Pittsburgh Black Continental
Ingredients 6 - Eric Bulloch 3G 1A, Brian
Pedron 1G 3A, Brendan Elliot 1G 2A. 802
Boston Gold Manhattan Trophies 3 - Quinn
McGowan 3G, Matthew Foschia 1A,  Mitchell
Arnold 1A, Alex Seto 1A, Scott Cosentino 1A.   

808 Philly Orange Pizza Pizza 4 - David
Roberts 1G 2A, Russell Johnson 1G 2A, Scott
Wheeler 1G, Joey Stel 1G. 813 St Louis
White 1 - Morgan Walker 1G, Dylan Sutton 1A.    

801 Florida Red A.D.C Aluminum 2 -
Andrew Boehmer 1G, Andrew Walter 1G,
Michael Tanel 1A, Matthew Iamonaco 1A, Ben
McGowan 1A. 804 Los Angeles Purple
Caruso & Company 1 - Mark Pressaco 1G,
Alexander De Blasis 1A, Luc Martineau 1A.     

811 Colorado Burgandy 1 - Josh Lawlor
1G, Andrew Kaszuba 1A, Tyler Indos 1A. 810
Los Angeles Grey 1 - Collin Laird 1G, Lucas
Marek 1A, Ryan MacMillan 1A.  

904 Los Angeles Purple 4. 906
Pittsburgh Black Ruff N Redi 3.

902 Boston Gold CW Coops 3 - Daniel
Whitley 3G, Eamon Reilly 1A, Wade
MacFarlane 1A, Miles Mundinger 1A. 903
Toronto White Optimist Club of Aurora 1 -
Ryan Rival 1G.    

901 Florida Red Aurora Chyrsler 3. 905
St. Louis Blue 0.

905 St. Louis Blue 1 - Nicholas
Theodoropolous 1G, Stephen Canterrutti 1A.
903 Toronto White Optimist Club of Aurora
0.  

901 Florida Red Aurora Chyrsler 2. 904
Los Angeles Purple 0.

906 Pittsburgh Black Ruff N Redi 7. 902
Boston Gold CW Coops 1.

Rep League Games
Clarington Toros 5. Tyke Select A 1 -

Samuel Morin 1G, Josh Lombard 1A.   

Pickering 5. Tyke Select A 0.

Unionville 2. Tyke Select B 2 -
Christopher Marton 1G, Justin Hicks 1A, Jace
Jackson 1G, Jonathan Gagnon 1A.   

Stouffville 7. Tyke Select B 1 - Jace
Jackson 1G, Christopher Marton 1A, Jake
Piper 1A.   

Newmarket 2. Novice AA Tigers 2 - Evan
Pringle 1G, Malcolm Johnston 1G,   

Orillia Terriers 7. Novice A Tigers 1 -
Jason Gage 1G, Jeremy Gonsalves 1A,
Andrew Park 1A.   

Novice AE Tigers 3 - Anthony Iacovetta
2G 1A, Jack Patterson 1G, Owen Romano 1A,
Hunter Wong, shutout. East Gwillimbury
Eagles 0.  

Novice AE Tigers 2 - Justin Harbaruk 1G,
Evan Robertson 1G, Anthony Iacovetta 1A,
Thomas Childerhose 1A, Kyle Fowler 1A,
Warren Hill, shutout. Innisfil Winterhawks 0.   

Barrie Colts 2. Minor Atom AA Tigers 0.

Minor Atom AE Tigers 12 - Luke O'Keefe
1G, Peter Chimienti 1G 1A, Jason Langdon
2A, Stephen Silverio 2G 1A, Fin Reeves 3G
1A, Carter Wilmsmeyer 2G 1A, Scott Rumble
2G 1A, Nicholas Vamvakartis 1G 2A, Adam
DePiero 1A. Markham 2.

Barrie Colts 4. Minor Atom AE Tigers 2 -
Fin Reeves 1G, Carson Yeomans 1A, Braden
Reid 1A,  Luke O'Keefe 1G, Peter Chimienti
1A.    

TNT 1. Minor Atom AE Tigers 1 - Peter
Chimienti 1G.   

Atom AA Tigers 2 - Brady Futterer 1G,
Brennan Young 1G, Morgan Frost 1A, Kyle
Rice 1A. Markham 1.    

Richmond Hill Stars: 2. Atom AA Tigers
2 - Colin McGoldrick 1G, Kyle Rice 1A, Max
Goldman 1A, Morgan Frost 1G, Katerina Dajia
1A.    

Barrie Colts 2. Atom AA Tigers 2 -
Morgan Frost 1G, Katerina Dajia 1A, Jack
Liotta 1G, Brady Futterer 1A, Andrew
Sergejewich 1A.   

Atom A Tigers 4 - Jordan Torres 2G,
Jennifer Steenhorst 1G, Kyle Rice 1G, Alex
Wyndham-West 1A,  Clayton Allen 1A,
Thomas Kostoff 1A, Eric McGhie 1A, Colin
McGoldrick 1A, Lucas Dane 1A. Nobleking 2.

Atom A Tigers 8 - Eric McGhie 3G, Kyle
Rice 2G 1A, Colin McGoldrick 2G 2A, Jordan
Torres 1G, Alexander Simardone 1A, Jordan
Torres 1A, Reid Carpenter 1A, Jennifer
Steenhorst 1A. Nobleking 2.   

Barrie Colts 4. Atom A Tigers 3 -
Alexander Simardone 1G 1A, Reid Carpenter
1G, Colin McGoldrick 1G.   

Minor Peewee AA Tigers 2 - Keegan
Matthew 1G 1A, Cameron Morrison 1G 1A,
Patrick Servideo 1A. Markham 1.    

Markham 3. Minor Peewee AA Tigers 1 -
Jack Pecora 1G, Jared Brown 1A.   

Minor Peewee AA Tigers 5 - Keegan
Matthew 1G, Patrick Servideo 1G, Cameron
Morrison 1G 2A,  Alec Magnante 1G, Jack
Pecora 1G, Taylor Kauffeldt 1A, Austin Pringle,
shutout, Anthony Orlandi 2A. Georgina 0.

TNT 2. Minor Peewee AA Tigers 0. 

Minor Peewee AE Tigers 5 - Michael
DaCosta 1G 1A, Charles Bennett 1G, Tyler
Williams 2G, Michael Jollimore 1G 1A, Adam
Caicco 1A, Connor Downs 2A. East
Gwillimbury Eagles 1.    

Newmarket 4. Minor Peewee AE Tigers 4
- Christian Arcuri 4G, Jeffrey McKay 1A,
Michael DaCosta 3A, Nicholas Sansalone 1A,
Cameron Anderson 1A.   

Peewee AA Tigers 5 - Austin Riswick 1G
1A, Matthew Leroy 1A, Nicholas Papousek
1A, Andrew Klinowski 1G, Adam Newell 2A,
Braeden Kublick 1G, Nathan Romanchych 1G,
Chris Klinowski 1G, 1A, Ross Benn 2A. TNT
1.    

Peewee AA  Tigers 5 - Nathan
Romanchych 1G 1A, Hudson Yeomans 1G,
Matthew Leroy 1G, Nicholas Papousek 2A,
Jake Appleby 1G, Adam Newell 1G, Chris
Klinowski 1A. Barrie Colts 3.   

Minor Bantam AA Tigers 4 - Lucas
Pozzebon 1G 1A, John MacDonald 1G, Brett
Thiessen 1G, Konner McMillan 1G, Shadoe
Storm 1A, Liam Coll 1A, Nick Scott 1A, Blake
Wallace 1A, Nic Delzotto 1A, Spencer Green
1A. Markham 1.

Minor Bantam A Tigers 6 - Paul
Neophytou 3G 1A, Austin Persaud 1G 1A,
Graham Robinson 1G, James Johnston 2A,
Connor Cowl 1A, Zac Cowl 1A, Nathan
Nealon 1G. Quinte 3.   

Newmarket 7. Minor Bantam AE Tigers 5
- Kyle Nice 1G 3A, Scott Kostin 1G, Kyle
Strachan 3A,  Ben Goldman 2A, Harrison
Smith 1A, Nathan Sinclair 3G 1A.   

Bantam A Tigers 4 - Hayden Trask 2G,
Quincy Ing 1G, Matthew Pryse 1G 1A, Daniel
Fiori 1A, Kyle Fedec 1A. Caledon Hawks 1.  

Toronto Royals 5. Bantam A Tigers 3 -
Andrew McDonald 1G, Vincent Ruscica 1G
1A, Ryan Baskin 1G, Matthew Pryse 1A,
Jonathan McConnell 1A, Daniel Fiori 1A.    

Bantam A Tigers 5 - Ryan Baskin 2G 1A,
Andrew McDonald 1G 1A, Quincy Ing 1G 2A,
Daniel Jones 1A, Braden Casselden 1G.
Southpointe 4.   

Stouffville Clippers 2. Bantam A Tigers 2
- Quincy Ing 1G, Matthew Pryse 1G, Eric
Damecour 1A,  Kyle Fedec 1A, Hayden Trask
1A.    

Richmond Hill Stars 2. Bantam AE
Tigers 1 - Zach Ferry 1G, Peter Sandwell 1A.    

Bantam AE Tigers 1 - Casey Severini 1G,
Chris Cherubini 1A, Andrew Stobbe, shutout.
Richmond Hill Stars 0.

East Gwillimbury Eagles 9. Minor Midget
A Tigers 1 - Marco Ghegin 1G, Ryan Hughes
1A. 

East Gwillimbury Eagles 4. Minor Midget
A Tigers 2 - Dylan Woyslaw 1G, Mackenzie
Wooder 1A, Brett Wilson 1G, Matt Melito 1A.    

Nobleking 7. Minor Midget A Tigers 2 -
Brendan Beresford 1G, Josh Klinowski 1G.   

Bradford 3. Minor Midget A Tigers 1 -
Brendan Beresford 1G, Mackenzie Wooder
1A.    

Minor Midget A Tigers 3 - Alex Woodward
1G, Brendan Beresford 1G 1A, Marco Ghegin
1G, Graham Loney 1A, Matt Skoulikas 2A.
Barrie Colts 2.    

AURORA MINOR 
HOCKEY ASSOCIATION

Results to Sunday, January 10
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T.C.’s BURGERS

15198 Yonge St., Aurora 
(Just south of Wellington on the West side)

905-841-1380

• Homemade Pork & Chicken Souvlaki  
• Great Burger Combos
• Fresh Salads • Halibut or Haddock & Fries 
• Wraps 

Serving Aurora for over 30 years

Took Driver Training  
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).
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Jan 23 - 2 weekends

         905-841-1030
Direct: 416-460-0453 HONESTY and INTEGRITY

GOOD OLD FASHIONED HARD WORK

BROKERAGE

MARTIN READ

www.martinread.ca

Sales Representative

The Right Choice

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

TEAM W        L         T       GF      GA      Pts

Rec Cycle N' Sports              12 1 2 74 41 26

Highland Chev - Cadillac         8 2 5 59 43 21       

Baldwin’s                                7 7 1 54 58 15

Law Insurance Brokers            7 7 1 45 63 15

Tom & Jerry’s                          5 7 3 56 53 13

Masterclean Contracting          4 9 2 47 59 10

Priestly Demolition                 3 7 5 55 61 11 

FPL Aggregates                      3 9 3 44 47 9

WEEKLY RESULTS

Rob Blakley, Tom & Jerrys 21 11 32

Mark Swirla, Priestly 17 15 32

John Andersen, Rec Sports 13 13 26

Ed Kilroy, Rec Sports 17 5 22

Craig McConnell, Masterclean 13 7 20

Tom Hussey, Masterclean 6 14 20

Doug Adair, Rec Sports 11 8 19

John Archibald, Highland 9 10 19

Paul Gibson, Highland 9 10 19

Ed Jackson, Baldwins 6 13 19

Ken Fisher, Highland 11 7 18

Sam Speranini, Tom & Jerrys 10 8 18

Steve Kavanagh, Baldwins 9 9 18

Mark Lemmon,  Rec Sports 9 9 18

Scott Thomas, Tom & Jerrys 3 15 18

Stephen McDonald, Law Insurance 6 10 16

Mike O'Connor, Priestly 6 10 16

Dwayne Smith, Law Insurance 5 11 16

Alain Boudreau, Highland 4 12 16

Peter Briand, Baldwins 6 9 15

Julian Dalcin, Rec Sports 5 10 15

Gerry Mackrell, Rec Sports 4 11 15

John Leader,  Law Insurance        10 4 14

Paul Wolanski,  Law Insurance 4 10 14

Al Perkins, Priestly 6 7 13

Tom Webster, Tom & Jerrys 5 8 13

Mark Sedore, Priestly 7 5 12

Steve Robertson, Masterclean 6 6 12

Ken Heinrich, Rec Sports 1 11 12

Ron Thiessen, Tom & Jerrys 1 11 12

Gerald Briand, Baldwins 8 3 11

Don Nichols, Law Insurance 7 4 11

Rob Stroud, Masterclean 6 5 11

Brett Vickers, FPL 2 9 11

Bill Collings, Tom & Jerrys 1 10 11

Scott Shepperd, Rec Sports 1 10 11

Ken VanNoort, FPL 6      4 10

Brad Wilson, Tom & Jerrys 5 5 10

Dave Calverley, Law Insurance 4 6 10

Todd Richardson, FPL 4 6 10

Ken Rumble, Highland 3 7 10

Kevin O'Keefe, Rec Sports  5 4 9

Glen Bince, Masterclean 4 5 9

Bob Ince, Rec Sports 3 6 9

Steve McBurnie,  Priestly 3 6 9

Phil Podstatzky, Priestly 3 6 9

Dan Smith, Baldwins 3 6 9

Hugh Alcorn, Masterclean 2 7        9

Patrick Davies, Priestly 2 7 9

Steve Riswick, Tom & Jerrys 2 7 9

Craig Gellatly, FPL 7 1 8

Frank Balkovec, Baldwins 5 3 8

Jason Hurlbut, Rec Sports 4 4 8

Jason Muise, Rec Sports 3 5 8

Ron Van Noort, FPL 3 5 8

Deryk Preston,  FPL 2 6 8

Brian MacKenzie, Priestly 1 7 8

Brandon Chappel, FPL 7 0 7

Scott Crabbe, Highland 4 3 7

Jerome Flanagan, Highland 3 4 7

Hank Van Bakel, Highland 3 4 7

Marty McDermott, Masterclean 2 5 7

Les Nip,  Highland 2 5 7

Dennis Tonello, Baldwins 2 5 7

Bruce Ing, Law Insurance 1 6 7 

Monday night
hockey standings

The first place finishing Atom AE team in the Aurora Minor Hockey Association is shown here. They are,

front row, left to right, Matthew MacDonald and Stefan Saccucci; next row, left to right, Jacob Cann,

Jack O'Keefe, Jared Duthie, Ryan Lewis, Eric Pears, Joel Woodcock and Kyle Wulle; third row, left to

right, Ian Reynolds, Andrew Sutherland, Matthew Nitsopoulos, Ariz Bhimani, Andrew Warner, Aydin

Metel, Curtis Romanchych and Stewart Gable. In the top row are, left to right, Assistant Coach Bill

Warner; Head Coach Dave Reynolds; Trainer Mike Lewis and Coach Nick Nitsopoulas.

Win over Markham gives
AE Atoms 1st place finish

The Atom AE Aurora Tigers
finished in first place during
their regular season with a 2-1
win over Markham Saturday.

Finishing the seasons with a
record of 26-3-1, the Atom AE

team has had a very success-
ful season.

Backed by defence lines of
Ariz Bhimani, Aydin Metel,
Matthew Nitsopoulos, Ian
Reynolds, Curtis Romanchych

Law Insurance 5 Rec Sports     6
FPL Aggregates      4        Masterclean  2

Baldwin’s               6         Highland Chev     6
Priestly Demolition  6        Tom and Jerry’s    5 

and Andrew Warner; goalies
Matthew MacDonald and
Stefan Saccucci kept goals to
just 25 in the 30-game season.

Equally impressive are the
forward lines of Jacob Cann,
Kyle Wulle, Andrew Sutherland,

Jared Duthie, Eric Pears, Ryan
Lewis, Jack O'Keefe, Stewart
Gable and Joel Woodcock.

Among them, they scored
164 goals in the regular sea-
son, averaging more than five
goals per game.

Aurora Tigers split 
two in showcase

Stefan Dumaresque was in
goal Saturday as the Aurora
Tigers won their first game of
2010 with a 2-1 victory over the
Brampton Capitals in the OJAHL
Showcase tournament in
Collingwood, but they couldn’t
do anything the next day against
the powerful Oakville Blades in
the same tournament,

They lost to the second-place
team 6-1 and stayed tied for
sixth place in the standings race
with Villanova.

Saturday, neither Brampton
nor Aurora had their best stuff
during their 12:30 game - at least
in the first period - as both teams
had  trouble making plays that-
worked.

Fortunately for the Tigers,
Dumaresque was ready, turning
away several chances and goal-
mouth scrambles in the first peri-
od to keep the Capitals off the
board.

Meanwhile, his teammates
weren't faring any better as they
had trouble solving the
Brampton defence to go to the
first intermission tied at zero.

It took two minutes in the sec-
ond period to finalize the game.

Lucas VanNatter finally broke
the goose eggs when he buried
a rebound off an Alexi Pianosi
shot.

Just over a minute later, Greg
Cerilli's back pass gave Sloan
Stewart enough time in front of
the net  to score the eventual
game winner.

Just over 30 seconds later,
Brampton scored its only goal of
the game.

The third period saw both
teams with good opportunities,
but neither side could score.

Sunday night, still in
Collingwood, Aurora could not
handle the Oakville Blades as
the opposition scored early and
often in a 6-1 thumping.

Aurora mounted some early
pressure from the opening face-
off but it didn't take long for the
momentum to shift as the Blades
scored two goals in the first ten
minutes and went to the inter-
mission with a 3-0 lead.

A powerplay goal in the sec-
ond put the Blades up 4-0.

The Tigers finally found the
net on a powerplay early in the
third when Matt Chiarantano's
point shot eluded the Blades
goalie.

The Tigers challenge was
short lived as the Blades
restored their four goal lead less
than a minute later. The Blades
had one more before the game
was done, sending the Tigers
home with another 2010 loss.

The Tigers now return to
Collingwood to face the Blues
this Friday evening, January
15th, and then head to Huntsville
to face the Otters Sunday,
January 17th.

Aurora’s next home game is
Friday, January 22nd at 7.30
p.m. when they host the
Georgetown Raiders.



12 - THE AURORAN, Week of January 12, 2010

GET THE HEAT TO YOUR FEET

FAN MAN
Fabulous Lighting with 
4,000 sq. ft. of showroom

 
Tues. , Wed., Thur., Fri. and Sat. – 10 - 5 

or by appointment 
www.thefanman.ca

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

SAVE MONEY ON HYDRO 

• NEW HOURS •

YORK SPRING & RADIATOR
to have your heater flushed!

Heater flushes that actually work, 
especially for newer Taurus & Dodge. 

IT’S COOL TO BE HOT!
60 Industrial 

Pkwy. North, Aurora  
905727-3121

If your car is 
colder inside than

out, it’s time 
to visit...

Some of the Aurora Panthers Atom AA players visited the Leacock Care Centre in Orillia recently.
Included are in the middle row, left to right, Jasmine Grant, Lauren Ianni, Alison Martin, Makenna
Graham and Calista Liotta; in the bottom row are Ali Iwai and Nicole Shaw. Bottom left is Zach Grant,
brother of Jasmine. The team raised $1,012.92 for the Second Wind Dreams organization. They visited
with the three dreamers, left to right in the back row, Pat Neale, Vivien Marret and Jean Prittie for whom
their efforts helped to make their dreams come true. 

Aurora  swimmers
shine at meets

The Aurora Selkies
Swim Club sent 32 swim-
mers to the Marilyn Bell
Swim Classic Meet at the
Etobicoke Olympium
recently.

Competition was fierce
but Constantine Sasarman
managed to pull off a first
place in the boys 11 years
100 metres Individual
Medley.

Other top place swim-
mers included Daniel
Berezovski, 11, second in
the 100 metres Individual
medley, third in the 50
metres freestyle and 100
metres backcrawl and
Lucas Durante, third in the
15 and over 100 metres
breaststroke.

The Selkies next sched-
uled meet will be January
16 and 17th in Pickering.

Meanwhile, the same
weekend, Ducks
Swimming sent their

youngest swimmers to
Markham to participate in
the Alex Baumann
Invitational.

The team was led by
10-year-old Victoria
Bridges with three gold, a
silver and a bronze medal
and Grace Harris, 9,  with
a gold.

Other medalists includ-
ed Marcha Koren, 11, and
Kathryn Minkhorst, 13.

The number of medals
at this meet does not
speak to the outstanding
improvement made by all
swimmers, said coach Reg
Chappel.

“These swimmers
moved up from the bottom
of the entry list to many
fourth, fifth, and sixth posi-
tions,” he said. “We are
looking forward to the New
Year when many of these
young swimmers begin to
win their medals.”

Unexpected letter led to umbrella career
By BROCK WEIR

Auroran staff

It was the receipt of an
unexpected letter that led
Newmarket-based artist
Ann Mortimer on a journey
that would define a large
part of her career, a letter
that would take her on an
odyssey through an exotic
land that she would never
get out of her system.

"Quite literally I walked
down the hill one day to get
the mail," she said, looking
to the hill from the top floor
window of her Dufferin
Street studio, "and there
was a letter asking me to
come all expenses paid to
Beijing to do a conference."

Ms Mortimer said she
had no hesitation taking
them up on their offer.

But when she got to
China's capital, she discov-
ered her speaking engage-
ment had been cancelled.
Undeterred, this setback
proved to be an opportunity.

"I was darned if I was
going to leave without see-
ing something of China,"
she said.

Through planning her
aborted conference lecture,
she met a young man
named Jian Sheng Li, and
he ended up being her
unlikely companion on her
three-week trek through the
country. 

"He spoke no English,
and it was quite an adven-
ture," she said. "For three
weeks I didn't see another
Caucasian person or hear a
word of English."

But the two ended up
doing an impromptu lecture
circuit on their trip. 

Ms Mortimer said she
found Mr. Li had phoned
ahead to several of their
destinations and somehow
she would find herself in
front of an audience show-
ing her slides.

"He would be standing
beside me, talking away,"
she said. "I would say
something, then he would
say something, so obvious-
ly he was interpreting what
he saw (on the slide)
because he couldn't under-
stand what I was saying.” 

This experience left Ms
Mortimer with a love for
China and its rich cultural
and artistic heritage. 

She has returned to the
country seven times over
the last two decades, both
on a personal level, and as
an invited artist to a place
called Foshan with 25 other
international artists.

It is her love for - and the
influence of - China that will
bring Ms Mortimer's work to
the Church Street School
Cultural Centre this month
for its inaugural exhibition,
"The Great Umbrella

Caper." 
The exhibit will feature

30 ceramic umbrellas Ms
Mortimer created, inspired
by her travels in China, and
the experimentation with
materials for which she has
become renowned. 

Ms Mortimer said she
first got the inspiration to
create the ceramic umbrel-
las - something which, to
her knowledge has not
been attempted before,
except in miniature - on a
visit with other international
artists to Sambao, which
dubs itself the "blue and
white porcelain capital of
the world." 

There, they visited an
umbrella factory she
describes as a "big barn",
yet "was just an explosion
of colour."

"[The umbrellas] had
been covered with paper
and different artists would
paint a pattern on them,"
she said. "So when the sun
was slanting just into this
room, it was citrus, lemon,
soft tangerine, pink, violet,
turquoise... it just absolutely
overwhelmed me and visu-
ally it was such a delight."

Ms Mortimer said she
couldn't get this sight out of
her mind. 

Despite warnings from
other artists, like Mr. Li, say-
ing it simply couldn't be
done, Ms Mortimer pressed

ahead with her idea to cre-
ate highly decorated
ceramic umbrellas.

The task, she said, did
prove labourious, but after
considerable trial and error
with fellow artists and
assistants in China, and a
few false starts, they even-
tually perfected the
process. 

When she tackles mak-
ing new umbrellas, she
does so in China, where
there are no interruptions. 

For her work as an artist,
to increase international
awareness of Canada's arts
scene, Ms Mortimer was
awarded the Order of
Canada by Governor
General Adrienne Clarkson
in April, 2000, and invested
as a Member the following
February.

Ms Mortimer cites this as
her proudest professional
achievement.

It is a long way to come
for someone who, as a high
school student, focused on
music and had no interest
in visual art whatsoever,
and for someone who has
donned many hats ranging
from being a nurse to a
flight attendant.

Before moving to
Newmarket, Ms Mortimer
said she played the flute
and piccolo, but, with two
sons running around, this
turned out to be an imprac-

tical hobby. 
But still needing some-

thing to do, she joined
Kingcrafts, where people
working with clay caught
her eye. 

"At that point I never had
any drawing experience and
for some reason painting
didn't attract me at all," she
said. "Maybe it has a lot to
do with texture. I'm not good
at removing material from
something. I'm good at
adding material but if you
give me a block of stone I
would have a hard time fig-
uring out how to attack it."

She said she practiced
at Kingcrafts for a number
of years, but found she was-
n't "going anywhere."

"You were there for two
hours a day and you hardly
got started, then it was time
to finish and you were never
there at the right time to put
a handle on a mug or trim a
foot on a bowl," she said.
"So I started working with a
graduate of the Ontario

College of Art."
Ms Mortimer said she

would eventually travel to
Toronto five days a week to
work before moving on to
study ceramics at Georgian
College. 

She also joined the
Aurora-based Pine Tree
Potters Guild, which would
eventually put her in touch
with the Church Street
School Cultural Centre. 

"I was starting to feel
quite isolated (and felt I)
was missing opportunities
to hear other artists speak
in particular," she said on
joining Pine Tree, which has
monthly guest speakers.

Pine Tree board member
Cathy Harris recommended
Ms Mortimer to the Church
Street School Cultural
Centre, which jumped on
the opportunity to feature
her work.

"They're pulling out all
the stops," said Ms
Mortimer. "Lucky me! I think
it should be fun."
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affo

You told us, 

Open Monday through Friday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

we listened!

Quality used books, paperback and hardcover. 
Rare, out-of-print and  hard to find titles available for 
the collector on your Christmas list. Ask to see our list. 

905-727-3300

 NOW 
OPEN 
LATER!

95 Edward St., Aurora 

Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Sunday noon - 4  p.m.

Used BooksR & R 

Commissioner Nitkin
released his report.

It stated that the com-
plaint was "ill-informed,
incomplete, and inappropri-
ate" and suggested the way
it was brought forward "may
be, and may be seen to be,
wholly political".

Six days later, following a
closed door session of coun-
cil, the Integrity
Commissioner was fired.

Although there was some
opposition because the alle-
gations had not been
proven, council subsequent-
ly approved a statement to
be placed on the Town's
Notice Board and website
until the municipal election in
the Fall of 2010 that council
had legal advice that, con-
trary to Mr. Nitkin's report,
the complaint was well
informed, complete and
appropriate.  

Whether the issue has
any merit, or what the
response will be, would have
to wait until a new integrity
commissioner is hired in
2010.

Later that month the first
of a series of anonymous
and controversial ads from
the Coalition for a Better
Aurora appeared in The
Auroran.

These questioned how
well the current council was
managing the town, and
sought candidates who
could run in the election next
year to help defeat the mayor
and several specific council-
lors.

The Coalition continued
to stir up controversy a few
months later when it sug-
gested that the town had
spent more than $750,000
on legal fees since 2007.

Council was immediately
on the defensive, explaining
that only a part of that
amount was for outside legal
advice.

Fortunately, there was
more to summer in Aurora
than politics, as the town

continued a number of popu-
lar events, including the
World's Longest Street
Festival on Yonge Street, the
July 1st celebrations,
Concerts in the Park, Movies
in the Park, Doors Open and
Ribfest.

In late August, Drive Test
employees, who issue dri-
vers' licences for the
province, began a province-
wide strike.  In Aurora, about
20 staff walked out over con-
cerns about job security,
seniority and safety.

At the end of the year it
was announced that they
would return to work in
January.

PowerStream began to
switch to Time of Use pricing
using smart meters.

In this new process, elec-
tricity rates would be
reduced in off-peak times,
including evenings and
weekends.

In late September,
despite several months of
grassroots efforts within the
community to keep it open,
the York Region District
School Board voted 12-2 to
close Wells Street School.

An appeal to review this
decision was subsequently
put forward by concerned cit-
izens to the Minister of the
Education.

While things didn't look
good for the 117-year-old
building, an even older struc-
ture in town got at least a
temporary reprieve when
council deferred a decision
on the fate of the 165-year-
old Petch House, which
could cost more than
$400,000 to repair.

A more well-used piece of
history was in the news in
mid-October when the 70-
year-old railway bridge over
Yonge Street south of
Henderson Drive was
replaced over a weekend.

One of the final gaps in
the Nokiidaa trail got a little
closer to completion, as the
town continued efforts to
complete a missing 500

metre segment from St.
John's Sideroad north to a
section being completed in
Newmarket.

However, there was
some opposition to the plan
from area residents who felt
the proposed location of the
link between the McKenzie
Marsh and Hadley Grange
might negatively impact on
the marsh and related
ecosystem.

In mid-December council
announced that the recently
completed town budget
would result in a tax
increase of just 1.8 per cent
on the average home.

On December 18 the
Olympic Torch run passed
through Aurora on its way to
Vancouver. Three Aurorans
participated in this leg of the
run.

In a surprise move, King
Township Mayor Margaret
Black announced that she
was stepping aside as
Liberal candidate for
Newmarket-Aurora in the
next federal election, leaving
the door open for a possible
run by former Aurora mayor
and nominee Tim Jones. 

Years after it was initially
proposed, and 16 months
after it was approved by
council, the Aurora gateway
sign was finally installed at
Wellington Street and
Highway 404.

Those are some of the
highlights of what happened
in Aurora in 2009.

With a number of issues
outstanding and an election
on the horizon, 2010 should
prove to be just as interest-
ing.

From page 1

2009 revisited by Auroran

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora L4G 6W8 
Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037

Directors:
Brent Forrester - Laura Windover - Lorraine Lewis - Gena Maker

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

®



CAN'T SEEM TO CATCH UP...
“Rejected by the Banks?

Using the Equity in your Home, I can help Consolidate
your Debts into One Low Monthly Payment! 

Call today: 416-779-9658 or email:
bruce.wells@canadalend.com 

~terms & conditions apply~
Mortgage Licence: M08009086 Brokerage Licence: 11384.
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ART CLASSES

CARPET - I have sev-
eral thousand yards of
new Stainmaster 
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet
your living room & hall
for $389. Price includes
carpet, pad and instal-
lation (30 square
yards). Steve 905-898-
0127.

BUSINESS SERVICES�

• beginners to advanced
• ongoing classes 

• drawing & painting techniques 
• help students prepare portfolios for college and art school 

• no artistic experience necessary 
905-726-8883

Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 
Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV. 

mi.design@sympatico.ca 

 LEARN HOW TO DRAW & PAINT... 
just like the Masters

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

Thank you 

for 

supporting 

THE AURORAN

CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISERS

� FOR SALE� FLORIDA RENTAL� HELP WANTED

CLASSES • SEMINARS •  WORKSHOPS • COURSES

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish. 
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  

Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  
The deadline for all classified advertising copy and Garage/lawn sales is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 76,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

better 
water
pure 
and 
simple™

SIX PACK OF
SAVINGS

Rent a Softener for 
$1.00 per month 

for 6 months & receive 
6 Free Bags of Salt!

Not valid with other offers. Installation not included. Offers and participation may vary. O.A.C. 

✁

✁

Ron Butler 

Cell: 416-818-5075

Handyman services available
for all your household needs. 

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tom: 905-717-0517

SERVICES
HANDYMAN

� SWIM CLASSES � PIANO /  VOCAL

� TRAINER

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

YORK
ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES
ESA/ECRA#7006144. 
New construction, 

renovations, service 
& panel upgrades. 

Licensed & insured. 

Craig McLeod
905-841-8055

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

Location: Royal Canadian Legion in Aurora, 105 Industrial Parkway North
(Please park around back and enter through that door)

Dance Party
Only $15

4,500 sq/ft hardwood floor   Reserved seating available 
Door Prizes  7:00 Doors Open   Dress code

 
          

7:30 p.m. FREE JIVE LESSON

FRIDAY, FEB. 12, 2010

Dance Lessons start January 4th, 2010 
Level 1:  Jive and Waltz 8 - 9 p.m.   Level 2: Samba and Foxtrot 9 - 10 p.m.

Please call for advanced registration or pay at the door the first night 

Latin/Ballroom/West Coast Swing and Line dancing until midnight 
with desserts & coffee @ 10:30. 

Site: www.SteveMillerDance.ca 
Call Steve Miller at 416-587-4125
Email: Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca  

COMPETITIVE SWIM-
MING: Children to adults.
Aurora Selkies Swim Club.
R e g i s t e r  
now  2009/10 season.
swimgym@sympatico.ca
905-841-3450.

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week.   (*This section only)  Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or go to  www.auroran.com 

CLASSES 
SEMINARS

WORKSHOPS
COURSES
Advertise for as low as 

$7 per week 
in this section of 

The Auroran Classifieds

�

DRAWING CLASS
All level small group
English and Chinese.
Call Yunhong at 
9 0 5 - 7 1 3 - 3 6 5 0
h t t p : / / w w w. y h a r t
studio.com

AIRPORT LIMOUSINE

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: limousines@bell.net

www.eco-limo.ca

(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a hybrid for your next airport or 

downtown transportation.
From only $69.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

PIANO, VOCAL CLASS-
ES. Specials. $20 per
class. Location. St. John’s &
Bayview. Call Karine 416-
400-0452

FLORIDA 
RENTAL

Not everyone

needs your 

services

all the time

but...

if you want to 
be there 

when they do, 
advertise in 

THE AURORAN

Classifieds 

905-727-7128 

905-841-8949  
416-520-6252

FREE ESTIMATES 

S & S  

Top quality 
guaranteed

PAINTING
20 yrs. 
experience

P R O  P A I N T I N G
Int./Ext fast, clean, pro-
fessional & affordable,
last minute no problem!
9 0 5 - 8 9 8 - 3 4 4 5 .  
selectpropainting.com.
ELITE HANDYMAN
Services Inc. Home
alterations, small to
medium home renova-
tion projects, hardwood
floor installation and
general home mainte-
nance and repair.
Seniors Discount
Available Ph: 289-
380-0056 email:ehsi
@rogers.blackberry.net
Web:www.EliteHandym
anServicesInc.com

 

PAINT & SHINE!
Have your home painted 

by highly qualified professionals.
“Will match any competitor’s estimate!”

Colour samples available. 
BONUS: WHOLE house cleaned 

to a ‘shine’ for FREE!!!

Call Lucy 416-576-8277

 

“Hands of Heaven”
They tell me I have “hands of heaven”... 

                        

Avi 905-726-8141

Esthetician  • Masseuse  
Reflexologist 

33 years’ experience in 5 countries, call   

dare to try?

Laser for pain therapist

SUNCLIFF 
RENOVATIONS 

 KITCHENS 
BATHROOMS 

DECKS 
REC ROOMS 
HARDWOOD 

FREE ESTIMATES  
MIKE 

647-929-6446 

MADvertise 
YOUR

business
at

THEAURORAN.COM
Madvertising is
marketing and 

advertising, 
within a 

prominent niché, 
on the internet 
–designed to

empower the user.

Madvertise in 
tandem with 
The Auroran,

Aurora’s
Independent
Community
Newspaper,

for extra 
credits at 

theauroran.com

BUSINESS
SERVICES

Cellar Specialists 
DO IT YOURSELF

WOOD, METAL & TERRA COTTA 
WINERACKS 

CELLAR COOLING SYSTEMS 
WINE FRIDGES 

905-841-5552
14834 Yonge Street

BEAUTIFUL CONDO
FOR RENT. Ft. Myers
Beach. Florida. Available
Jan. 2010. Special rate.
www.CaptainsBay.com
416-720-1755.

BASEMENT LEAK
REPAIR. All types of
home improvements
and renovations etc. 35
years experience.
Bruce 905-853-6972

TAX RETURN PREPA-
RATION personal &
small business. Local
pick up & delivery. Call
Keith 905-727-1060.

HELP WANTED
Looking for 
part-time 
help in a 

small
food 

concession 

647-801-9612
Call Amir 

SINKING IN DEBT?

� MATH CLASSES

MATH TUTOR for grade
9 to 12. Serving Aurora,
Richmond Hill &
Newmarket. Quality
service. University
preparation 416-309-
0143

HIRING P/T Pharmacy
assistant for a pharma-
cy in Aurora. Call 905-
727-8711 or fax resumé
to 905-727-8758.

SALES PERSON
REQUIRED for publish-
ing company. Please
call 905-751-3732 to set
up an appointment.

PIANO LESSONS.
First consultation and
lesson free. All Royal
Conservatory grades
taught. Call Ann
(905)726-7977.

PERSONAL TRAINER.
World Champion &
Olympian. I will bring
the gym in your house.
Train in the comfort &
convenience of your
own home. 905-713-
6264. gerry@cnwa.info
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Senior Scape
By BRIAN WARBURTON

A warm welcome is
extended to Michelle Stemer
who will serve as the Aurora
Seniors Association (ASA)
Seniors Programmer.

Michelle was employed in
the Recreation and Culture
department with the City of
Vaughan and has additional
experience in Universal
Studios in Toronto.

The ASA has been well
served in the past by excel-
lent town staff, and Michelle
will now find herself among
seniors, who as a group,
strive to develop new ways to
employ time in a high quality
manner.

She will fit into this group
with a foundation of vigorous
and purposeful ideas that she
will develop further, while
building on the great mass of
existing senior events.

An emotionally stimulating
opportunity has emerged for
the Knotty Knitters of the
Aurora Seniors Association
and Northern Lights Public
School, to collaborate in
teaching pupils of Grades 3
and 4 to knit, which is a cot-
tage industry at which the
Knotty Knitters excel.

The purpose of the collab-
oration is to form a union
between the school and the
ASA, which in turn will reach
out to an orphanage in Africa,
through the Stephen Lewis
Foundation, and supply the
orphanage with blankets pro-
duced by the pupils. 

The potential for good
works to be produced by
Aurora students, and to be
delivered to young African
children is positive and real,
while the realization of the
good work by our children will
be filled with empathy and
with the understanding of the
needs of orphaned children
in Africa, to the finest degree.

To bring this collaboration
to fruition, the ladies of the
Knotty Knitters Group must
first teach the students to
knit, which is a good thing in

itself.
But to do this, supplies of

wool and yarn are required
by Northern Lights Public
School, to allow this fledgling
project of Aurora’s willing
youth and generous matrons
of the ASA, to forge a mean-
ingful partnership.

Effectively, supplies of
wool will provide the fuel to
fire this initiative to comple-
tion with all of the necessities
of materials and good peo-
ple, young and elderly, coop-
erating to generate a made in
Aurora, heart warming suc-
cess.

The Knotty Knitters con-
tinue at this time with their
own long term project, sup-
plying Southlake Hospital
with toques and blankets and
also require supplies of wool
and yarn to maintain their
output.

Northern Lights Public
School is located at 40
Bridgenorth Drive in Aurora.

Contacts at the school will
be principal Bernadette
Smith Price and teacher Jodi
Coulton, and they will be
thrilled with every bit of help
offered.

Rozlin Laber is the contact
at the ASA and is always
receptive to the help offered
by willing hands and supplies
of wool, and can be reached
at 905-726-2332.

Rozlin and her team have
been supporters of Southlake
Hospital for a long time, and
many a needy newborn has
gone home sporting a hand-
some handmade toque,
made in the ASA by the
Knotty Knitters. 

The computer room is up
and running with a group of
dedicated volunteer teach-
ers, who offer, Computer
Basics, Word Processing,
Computer Graphics using
MS Publisher, Computers in
a Nutshell and Create a
PhotoBook.

Assistance to choose a
course is available at the

Drop In sessions on
Wednesday mornings from
10 a.m. until noon.

If you have never used a
computer or feel inclined to
start again at the beginning,
take the computer basics and
be assured that the vast
majority of seniors of all ages
who take these courses and
persevere, succeed.

The Wednesday after-
noon January 13th, general
meeting to which everyone is
welcome including computer
beginners, starting at 1.30
p.m. for approximately one
hour, has the Mac User
Group led by Herb Koller.

This has switched places
with What’s New in comput-
ers, monitors and computer
components, presented by
Asus, now on January 20th.
So those two dates are a
switch from the January
Newsletter text.

If the question, who wants
to create a Digital Travelogue,
was asked at a computer
club meeting, a virtual forest
of hands would be raised in
the affirmative. 

The indefatigable Tom
Yates will oversee this pro-
gram.

The Dance Committee
has a Friday Night Dance
scheduled for January 15th
and a Robbie Burns Pot Luck
Dinner Dance for January
29th. 

For the Pot Luck, bring
mashed potatoes, turnip or
peas and the Dance
Committee will provide the
rest of the dinner. Haggis will
be piped in. 

If you wear tartan clothing
to the dance of any descrip-
tion particularly a kilt, you will
provide a visual depiction of
what proud Scottish people
once considered normal
attire.

I am sure there will be
bagpipes present at the
dance and tartan and pipes
together may illustrate the
powers of music and attire. 

THEAURORAN.COM

Connecting Community and Business

WinnerWinner
ShermanJ StudioCupid and Psyche

ShermanJ Studio - FREE DRAW 

WinnerL. H. Lind Realty Ltd.  
L. H. Lind Realty Ltd.  –FREE DRAW 

Cupid and Psyche -  FREE DRAW 

L H Lind Realty Ltd

Winners

TheAuroran.com Marketplace member, Lenard Lind of L. H. Lind Realty Ltd., right, presents his free draw 
giveaway, a $100 gift certificate to Aqua Grill restaurant in Aurora, to winner Tim Jones. 

L.H. Lind Realty Ltd., is located at 15105 Yonge Street, Suite 100 in Aurora, two blocks south of 
Wellington on the east side.

TheAuroran.com Marketplace member Teresa 
Cook and Cupid & Psyche, in the St. Andrews Plaza, 

Aurora, present David Santos, winner of the 
free giveaway–with the prize of a $165 cozy, 

Ralph Lauren cream cape sweater.

TheAuroran.com Marketplace member Judy 
Sherman of ShermanJ Studio, recently presented 

Steve Taft, above, with his free draw giveaway 
prize–an original oil painting by fine artist 

and teacher, Judy Sherman, located on Temperance 
street in Aurora.

ShermanJ StudioC pid and Ps che

L
L. H. Lind Realty Ltd.  –FREE DRAW 

L. H. Lind Realty Ltd.  L. H. Lind Realty Ltd. 
L H Lind Realty Ltd FREE DRAW

eAuroran.com Marketplace member, Lenard Lind of L. H. Lind Realty Ltd., right, presents his free draw 
giveaway, a $100 gift certificate to Aqua Grill restaurant in Aurora, to winner Tim Jones. 

L.H. Lind Realty Ltd., is located at 15105 Yonge Street, Suite 100 in Aurora, two blocks south of 
Wellington on the east side.

and teach

Cupid and Psyche -  FREE DRAW 

TheAuroran.com Marketplace member Teresa 
Cook and Cupid & Psyche, in the St. Andrews Plaza

Aurora, present David Santos, winner of the 
free giveaway–with the prize of a $165 cozy, 

Ralph Lauren cream cape sweater.

Watch The Auroran, Aurora’s Independent Community 
Newspaper and TheAuroran.com for more 

FREE DRAW giveaways, coupons and specials 
in TheAuroran.com Marketplace

 
• Community videos

• Community and Business Events
• Marketplace

• The Auroran Newpaper 
If you belong to a non-profit or charity organization and would 
like your events to appear on our calendar please forward the 

information to ron@auroran.com 
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Go to www.theauroran.com and click on the “Marketplace”  icon
then select  “Cleaning Services” – click on the ”FREE DRAW” to enter this draw. 

NEWNEW
street in Aurora.

FREE DRAW 
GIVEWAY

Crystal White Cleaners is giving away $100 
 

 

towards: Dry Cleaning, Alterations, Shirt Laundering

100$ *

CERTIFICATE *

The Rotary Club of Aurora played Santa Claus before Christmas, handing
out cheques to Lorna Rummenie, second from left, from the Aurora Food
Pantry, Cora VandeBeek of Trinity Anglican Church’s Welcome Table, Susan
Doyle of Welcoming Arms, and Pastor Brian Bishop of the Salvation Army.
Making the presentation was Rotary President George Gonsolves, left. Each
guest explained what their organization does and what major obstacles they
are facing in Aurora. Auroran photo by Ron Wallace

ASA has new programmer
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