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Lighthouse to headline
Aurora 150 bash

By Brock Weir

Lighthouse, a band which has been a mainstay on the Canadian
music scene since their founding over 40 years ago, will headline
DanceinthePark, as partof Aurora’s 150" anniversary celebrations.

The deal was sealed between the band, the Aurora 150 Committee,
and the Rotary Club, the hosts of the annual Dance in the Park, last
week, and the official announcement was made Monday.

Dance in the Park is presented by the Rotary Club of Aurora
and is the traditional start of the Town’s annual Canada Day
celebration, but the group has partnered with the Town’s
Sesquicentennial Committee this year to make sure that that the
festivities are extra special this time around in this, the Town’s
milestone 150" anniversary.

“The committee is absolutely thrilled that Lighthouse will be
the featured headline act at this year’s Dance in the Park,” says
Aurora 150 chair Alison Collins-Mrakas. “Through the hard work
of committee members Brian North and Lindsay McGuire and the
stupendous efforts of Shelley Ware, the Town’s event coordinator
extraordinaire, we were able to secure Lighthouse for this year’s
dance. We cannot begin to say how excited we are about it! I think it
will be a dance to remember — how fitting for Aurora’s 150%.”

Ms. McGuire and Mr. North had been tasked by the committee
to find a big name band that would not only headline the event but
also appeal to people beyond generational boarders. He said they
found just what they needed in the multi-award winning band.

“What I liked about them is the fact they are an all-round band
with brass and a variety, and something that might appeal to all
ages,” said Mr. North. “They are middle of the road, hopefully still
attracting people from their 20s through their 60s

“They are synonymous with Canadiana and one of the reasons

Continued on page 10

“SLAPP” lawsuit brought back into
forefront with debate, motion

By Brock Weir

It has nearly been a month since former Aurora mayor
Phyllis Morris was awarded over $45,000 in costs following
resident George Hervey’s unsuccessful Conflict of Interest
lawsuit, but the issue that started it all persists in public talks.

Mr. Hervey’s lawsuit stemmed from Ms. Morris’ actions
leading up to her $6 million defamation lawsuit against three
local bloggers, among others, over allegedly defamatory
comments on the Aurora Citizen blog in the fall of 2010. While
that lawsuit was ultimately aborted by Ms. Morris, it was
deemed a Strategic Litigation Against Public Participation
(SLAPP) lawsuit by a Master in determining costs for two of
the three bloggers last year.

It was this decision which brought the issue back into
the limelight last week as Councillors recommended asking
Premier Kathleen Wynne and the Province to institute tougher
regulations to prevent SLAPP lawsuits from happening in the
future.

The recommendations stemmed from an earlier motion
from Councillor Michael Thompson which also called for the
Town to consider ways to make some sort of “amends” to

Continued on page 8
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St. Andrew’s College students, including their colourful pipers and cadet corps represented here by
Lucas Hussey and Andrew Keenleyside exercised their Freedom of the Town once again on Sunday
afternoon marching from the College’s landmark gates near Yonge and St. John’s Sideroad to Our
Lady of Grace Catholic Church. There, they participated in a service for students, parents, alumni, and
local dignitaries, including Mayor Geoffrey Dawe. Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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TOWN OF AURORA

Weekly Notice Board

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Tuesday, April 23 7 p.m. Council
Wednesday, April 24 7 p.m. Public Planning
Tuesday, April 30 7 p.m.

Monday, May 6 7 p.m.

Tuesday, May 7 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, May 7 7 p.m. General Committee
Wednesday, May 8 7 p.m.

Thursday, May 9 7 p.m.

Thursday, May 9 7:30 p.m.

Special General Committee — Public Procurement
Environmental Advisory Committee
Joint Council Committee — Rescheduled to May 14

Accessibility Advisory Committee
Economic Development Advisory Committee
Committee of Adjustment

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10.
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar

General Committee meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

AURORA 150 FACT:

Image Courtesy of Aurora Historical Society
Radial Railways (1899)

Radial railways were electric railway lines which “radiated”
out of the city. Like streetcars, the cars were topped by poles
which made the connection to the overhead electrical power
lines. In 1899, the line ran from North Toronto to Aurora.
The track ran along the east side of Yonge Street. The radial
railway line closed in the spring of 1930 and the tracks were
torn up the following year.

NEXT AURORA 150
EVENT:

Aurora Tattoo

Sunday, May 5
Please see our ad in today's Auroran

Like the Aurora 150 committee on Facebook
www.facebook.com/aurora150

Follow the Aurora 150 committee on Twitter
www.twitter.com/aurora_150

G.W. Williams 125th Reunion

Friday, May 3 to Saturday, May 4
To register, please visit www.reunion125.com or
email reunion125@bell.net

A Choral Celebration presented by Evergreen
Choir

In honour of Aurora’s 150th anniversary, a Choral
Celebration will be held at the Aurora United Church,
15186 Yonge Street on Saturday, April 27 at 6:30 p.m.

Participating Chairs:
e Aurora Evergreen Choir (Host)
e Aurora United Church Chancel Choir
* Men of Note Male Voice Choir
» Newmarket Keynotes Seniors Choir
* York Region Community Choir
e York Region French Choir
o Youthful Spirits (Aurora United Church)

For more information, please call Sylvia Gilchrist,
Chairperson of the Choral Celebration Organizing
Committee or Ruth Church at The Aurora Seniors’ Centre,
905-726-4767.

Sign the Town's Memory Book

Share your stories and memories of Aurora by signing the
Town's memory book at the following locations:

e The Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90 John West Way
e Aurora Town Hall, 100 John West Way
* Aurora Public Library, 15145 Yonge Street

The books will be placed in a time capsule at the end of
the Aurora 150th Birthday celebrations. Thank you!

THANK YOU

The annual Mayor's Anti-Litter D_aY] event this past
weekend was a great success, with more than 350
volunteers.

Sincere thanks to our residents and community for their
time and commitment to cleaning up our beautiful Town.

Special thanks to our sponsors, Info Aurora, Pitch-in
Canada, Tim Hortons and Water for Tomorrow.

Thank you to Town staff, Info Aurora, Green for Life
Environmental Corporation and everyone who helped to
plan this event and make it a success!

It's nice to see our community coming together to keep
our Town litter free! Let's continue the great work!

Sincereg,
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

Please visit www.aurora.ca/employment to view the job
postings for Manager of Customer Service (13-26) and for
Part-Time Facility Receptionist/Registration Clerk (13-27)

WHAT'S HAPPENING

New Hours of Operation at Town Hall

Beginning in May, The Town of Aurora will be extending
hours at Town Hall for core services from 8 a.m to 5 p.m.
Alist of services will appear in the Notice Board
throughout May.

Dinner and a Movie

Men in Black 3

Where:  Aurora Public Library

When:  Saturday, April 27 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Rating:  Rated PG

Ages: 11 to 14 year-olds

Price: Entry is $3 per person and pizza will be served.
For more information, please call 905-726-4760.

Tree Planting event on Saturday, May 4

The Aurora Community Arboretum, in partnership with The
Town of Aurora and Lake Simcoe Conservation Authority will
hold their annual tree planting event on Saturday, May 4
from 10 a.m. to Noon (rain or shine). Bring the whole family
and plant a tree!

The group will meet at the intersection of Billingham
Heights & Birkshire Drive in the northeast area of Aurora.
For more information, please visit the website
www.auroraarboretum.ca

Aurora Seniors’ Centre Spring Sale

Visit the Aurora Seniors’ Centre Spring Sale on Saturday,
April 27 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Vendors, White Elephant,
barbeque, craft, books and more! For more information,
please call 905-726-4767.

Aurora Town Hall

100 John West Way e P.O. Box 1000 e Aurora e Ontario ® L4G 6J1
Phone 905-727-1375 e Fax 905-726-4732

Email info@aurora.ca ®Website www.aurora.ca

Like us on Facebook
Town of Aurora

Follow us on Twitter
@Town_of_aurora

Seeking nominations for the 2013 Citizen of the Year

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe invites residents to submit a nomination for the 2013
Aurora Citizen of the Year. Nominations for this significant award are open
to citizens of The Town of Aurora that are 16 years of age and over, with the
exception of Members of Council.

The deadline for nominations is Tuesday, April 30.

The 2013 Citizen of the Year nomination form is available on the Town's website
at www.aurora.ca. To obtain a hard copy, please contact Betty De Bartolo,
Executive Assistant to the Mayor at 905-726-4741.

Judging will be based on the information received in the nominations, with an
emphasis on the all-round activities within the community.

The winner of the Citizen of the Year Award will be announced at a Council
meeting in June.

Please send your nomination form to:

Citizen of the Year Award
Attention: Mayor's Office
Town of Aurora

100 John West Way, Box 1000
Aurora, Ontario L4G 6J1
CONFIDENTIAL

Don’t miss the 51st Annual Juried Art Show and Sale

Join us for the 51st Annual Juried Art Show and Sale presented by The Town of
Aurora in association with the Society of York Region Artists.

Date: Saturday, May 4 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday, May 5 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Location:  Aurora Town Hall, 100 John West Way, Aurora

Admission is free! For more information, please contact 905-726-4762 or visit
www.aurora.ca

Space Available in selected Family Programs
There is some space available in the following family programs:

Family Cyclefit

Age group: 13 to 17 year olds and adults

Date: Saturday's starting on April 27

Time: 10:30 a.m.to 11:15 a.m.

Location: Aurora Family Leisure Complex — Cyclefit Room
Code: 32115

Cost: $52 per person (8 weeks)

Calling all families! Join us for 45 minutes of energizing, invigorating fun! An
experienced and enthusiastic instructor will lead you through an exciting and upbeat
workout while you enjoy some quality time with your loved ones.

Family Volleyball

Age group: 12 to 15 year olds and adults
Date: Friday's starting on April 26

Time: 7:15 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Location: St. Max Kolbe Catholic High School
Code: 32104

Cost: $48 per person (8 weeks)

Are you looking for a way to spend some quality time with your family and stay
active? Come out for our Family Volleyball night! Each week you have the chance to
compete with or against your family, as the referee changes up the teams so you can
also meet new people! This program will provide a safe and social environment for
all to enjoy.

For registration information, please call 905-841-7529. For more details on these
classes, please call 905-726-4760.

Calling for nominations — 2013 Community Recognition Awards

Do you know a person or organization that is making Aurora a better place to live
because of their volunteer activities?

The Town of Aurora believes in recognizing citizens who have made a positive
impact in our community. We are once again calling for nominations for the 2013
Community Recognition Awards. The awards honour individuals, groups and
businesses that have actively supported the Town's development and enhanced
the overall community.

Nomination forms can be downloaded and printed at
www.aurora.ca/2013communityawards.

Nominations must be mailed and will be accepted until Thursday, June 6, 2013.

For more information about the Community Recognition Awards, please contact
Jennifer Norton at 905-727-3123, ext. 4232 or email jnorton@aurora.ca

Blood Donor Clinic at Aurora Town Hall

A Blood Donor Clinic will take place at Aurora Town Hall, 100 John West Way on Friday,
April 26 from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Donors will need photo ID or a blood donor
card, must be in good health and should eat something before they come to donate.

For more information or to book an appointment, please call 1-888-2-DONATE, or
visit www.blood.ca
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Rick Hansen, Canada’s Man in Motion, was welcomed to his namesake Rick
Hansen Public School on Mavrinac Boulevard on Thursday afternoon by principal
Steve Gardner. Mr. Hansen was on hand to open the school and brought with him
a special message from astronaut Commander Chris Hadfield.

Photo by Erinn Teeuwen, SNAP Aurora

Check this! & Free Wiper Blades & Free Check and Fill of all vital fluids

jiffylubeontario.com

1-136 Wellington Street East Aurora (905) 713-2299

This offer not to be combined with any other discount. See store for details.
*Pennzoil specialty oils, Ultra, Platinum, High Mileage Vehicle and Gold. Industry leading protection that also cleans out 40% of sludge in the 1st change.

Rick Hansen dedicates namesake
school with help from Hadfield

By Brock Weir

Students experienced an “out of this
world” school day on Thursday as Rick
Hansen came to open his namesake
school on Mavrinac Boulevard.

It was no ordinary school opening,
however. Canada’s Man in Motion brought
with him a rather long-distance message
from Commander Chris Hadfield, the
Canadian astronaut currently overseeing
the International Space Station.

Over 300 students filled the school
gym eagerly anticipating words from Mr.
Hansen, who has inspired generations
of Canadians through his original Man
in Motion tour around the world in his
wheelchair and the continuing efforts of
his foundation to find a cure for spinal
cord injuries and increase accessibility
in communities around the world.

He told students, who participated
in the ceremony dressed as some of
their favourite people who had made
a difference in the world they lived
in - from Abraham Lincoln to Mother
Theresa — that the naming of the school
was an honour not just for him but the

WHITE

people that have made a difference in his
own world.

“The opening of the Rick Hansen
Public School in Aurora is such an
honour for me personally as I continue
my journey to encourage young people
that there are no boundaries to their
potential and to inspire them to make a
difference in their communities,” said
Mr. Hansen. “It has always been very
important to me to inspire youth to make
a difference in their communities and
I am very appreciative that students,
teachers, and staff at the Rick Hansen
Public School are committed to our
shared values of determination, courage,
strength, inspiration, and hope.”

It was these values that Commander
Hadfield drove home in his message for
students. Looking out of the space station
onto the surface of the earth, he said he
was inspired by the possibilities on the
surface below.

“[Rick Hansen] wanted to make
the world more accessible but more
importantly he wanted to show the
potential of people with disabilities,”

See“School” on page 22
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Letters to the editor

Three solutions for expense
“dumpster diving”

(Re: Politics as Usual, April 16)

The electioneering silly season doesn’t begin
in eight months, for the simple reason that it
never actually ended.

Expense account “dumpster diving” in the
hopes of discovering one’s rival has attempted
to claim a private island or liposuction for their
over-indulged hamster is simply one of the many
forms of low-brow political muck-raking.

You know, idle hands, devil’s workshop and all
that.

On the other hand, if council really was
interested in addressing expense account issues
and had a free afternoon to spare, the solutions,
in my opinion at least, are quite simple.

1. Mayor and councillors don’t need an expense
account. Town hall has all the office supplies they
need. What else do they need expense money for?

2. Expense money is taxpayer money - our
money - meant to help councillors do a better
job of serving us. It is not bonus salary or “mad
money”. It is not a “use it or lose it” fund. It is not
meant to buy meals and drinks for other people.
Nor is it meant to be spent on tickets, charitable
donations and gala dinners. I'll decide what
charities I want to support and events I want to
attend. Councilors can attend galas on their own
dime or the organizers can comp their tickets if
they are so keen to have them attend.

3. Set policy on which meetings, conferences or
training sessions are appropriate to participate
in. Set per diems such as $20 for a local (GTA)
day-long session or $50 for extended out of town
events.

You attend, you get the per diem and the town
staff arranges and pays for conference fees,
travel and hotels. Spend however much you want
on whatever you want. Buy wine and golf clubs
for all of your new friends. We don’t care and
we don’t need to see the receipts either because
you’ll only be getting the per diem anyway.

Barry Hall
Aurora

Get a head start on
Southlake Run support

On Thursday, April 25 at Town Hall, between 11.30
a.m. to 1.30 p.m. pizza will be served! In support of the
Run or Walk for Southlake, please drop in for a lunch
time snack and pledge your team - Town of Aurora! Any
donation is appreciated.

The main event will be held on Sunday, April 28 in
Aurora starting at the Aurora Community Centre.
There is still an opportunity to join the team - everyone
is welcome! Every year the fundraising committee puts
out a friendly challenge between municipalities. Let’s
show our Town Spirit to win during our special 150th
birthday year while supporting our local hospital!
Visit www.runforsouthlake.ca for more details.
Hope to see you Thursday!

Councillor Sandra Humfryes
Aurora
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I am writing this week’s
installment of Brock’s Banter just
after the twilight hours of Wednesday
morning.

Having set my alarm a little
bit early to watch the goings-on in
London as they carried out Margaret
Thatcher’s funeral, I started off
the day a bit bleary-eyed but very
curious as to how things would
shake down. Given the wide ranging
emotions that have been bubbling to
the surface since she died on April 8,
I was fully prepared for everything
ranging from mass anarchy in the
streets over “Milk Snatcher” to
people genuflecting as the cortege
passed by in memory of their hero.
And everything in between.

After Thatcher’s death, more
fascinating than the retrospectives
of her public service and her impact
on the world - love her or loathe her
— have been the extremely divisive
reactions her legacy has been
conjuring up.

My Facebook feed, for instance,
almost immediately exploded
with people either praising her
as a trail blazer (Yes.), a feminist
icon (Seriously? Read up on that.),
a bastion of freedom (OKkay.), the
aforementioned “Milk Snatcher”
or an overall harridan of the 20%
century.

Without mentioning some of the
more vulgar analogies made when
people talk about opinions, suffice
it to say that everybody had them
and were expressing them with an
almost unprecedented amount of
enthusiasm.

These opinions grew louder
as initial comments left to debate
and eventually egging on their
British friends in their efforts to
make “Ding Dong The Witch Is
Dead” rise to the top of the British
charts. Then conservative friends,
neo-con acquaintances, and those
who subscribe to the “ignorance is
bliss” school of thought, however,
started getting the vapours at the
shenanigans unfolding right before
their very eyes...or simply feigning
outrage at the very least simply to
be contrarian. I think we all know
people like that.

London Pride

BROCK’S
BANTER

Brock Weir

Needless to say, many people who
were heretofore disengaged in civic
affairs and disinterested in raising
their voices, suddenly found them
again and were exercising their vocal
cords in a way which probably left
their nearest and dearest absolutely
dumbfounded.

Thatcher’s place in history is
secured, but her legacy will be
debated for decades. While I'm sure
I was not alone in rolling my eyes
at some of these antics, particularly
euphoric reactions her death
conjured up in those who weren’t
yet alive until well after her imposed
retirement, perhaps her parting
gift to the world was galvanizing
people to exercise the freedoms she
advocated.

While I waited for today’s
spectacle-that-wasn’t, I thought while
some of the reactions in London
and around the world had been
rather extreme in some cases, it was
reassuring that there are still certain
things in the highly industrialised
world that can stimulate people to

speak up.
Our columnists - including
myself - have not been alone

in bemoaning a certain level of
disinterest apparent among many
Aurorans when it comes to the very
issues that immediately affect their
lives. Case in point was this year’s
budget talks.

Councillors commented on the
strange lack of company in the
chambers during these debates.
More recentlyy, comments have
been raised over the effectiveness
of some municipal surveys, which
often have a hard time breaking 100
when it comes to feedback received,

unless it is something which seems
to invariably get their dander up,
such as traffic calming in Aurora’s
Northeast Quadrant or tinkering
with the Aurora Cultural Centre.

Perhaps the best example of
this occurred just over a month ago
when two public meetings were held
on the same night. The first was a
brainstorming session on how to
revitalize downtown business and
commerce in Aurora as a whole,
while the second looked at the future
of Library Square. The first was very
well attended, a testament to the fact
this is a segment of the community
that is galvanized — and has always
been so — to get something done.
The other was a sparsely attended
meeting of approximately 20, five of
which were those familiar faces from
the budget meetings.

There could be a further example if
Councillors opt to delay their approval
of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Park
pending further public input. Given
the length of time it takes to get that
type of thing done, it might be wise to
have Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Park
plan ready to go.

I often wonder if it is time for
Council and Town Staff to consider
recalibrating what they do to meet
the demands of the community
They’re slated to sign off on a plan
which would take the first steps
in forming a review of the level of
services provided to residents with
the tax dollar.

While clearly in favour of the
public having the greatest possible
amount of public input, if recent
examples are any indication, whether
or not the public feels the same way
could be the question at hand.

If the trend continues, and if
the five valiant souls who slogged
through the budget meetings with
the rest of us dwindle, is it truly a
reflection of public disinterest and
disengagement, or a sign members
of the public are content to let the
people they elected to represent
their interest at the Council table do
exactly that, rather than putting off
making many of the harder decisions
by dipping back to the public well for
input that is not going to come?
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NEW POLL

Would you like to see a music
festival in Aurora for 2013?

A) Yes
B) No

Yes

63%

RESULTS
April 22,2013

No

3%

It is less than three weeks
until the Aurora Tattoo,
planned for the Aurora
Community Centre on
May 5, to mark Aurora’s
150th anniversary and
in the lead-up to what
promises to be a memo-
rable occasion, the Au-
rora Historical Society
shares photos of Aurora’s
proud military history.
Here, soldiers gathered at
the radial railway station
during the First World War
en route to camp in Niag-
ara. The length of Ban-
bury’s Livery is visible.

Image courtesy of the
Aurora Historical Society

Get Prepared!

Emergency Preparedness Week is
May 5 to 11th, and is a great time to
ensure you and your family are prepared
for any emergency situation that may
occur.

The GetPrepared.ca website is an
excellent resource to help you complete
your own emergency plan. It has sections
on preparing children for emergencies,
planning for pets and service animals,
and using technology to keep in touch
during emergencies. You can also access
the Canadian Disaster Database and
find out the risks that have affected your
region since 1990 to allow you to better

prepare.
Mobile users can  bookmark
m.GetPrepared.ca for quick tips

on what to do during different
kinds of emergencies like floods, or
thunderstorms, and to create a custom
emergency kit shopping list.
New Measures to Protect Families

» Families will be pleased to know
that new health and safety measures
will soon be enacted to:

. Ensure that drug labels
are written in plain language;

» Remove products from the
marketplace that contain small,

powerful magnets which threaten the
safety of young children;

- Establish a new
research center which
will strengthen Canada’s
ability to pinpoint and stop
food-borne illnesses;

« Improve the way Health
Canada monitors the safety
of drugs, including adverse
reactions; and

. Enhance safety
standards for playpens sold
in Canada.

Canada: A World
Leader in Science

Canada ranks fourth in the world and
is growing in both output and impact
according to a recent survey, conducted
by the Council of Canadian Academies,
of 5,000 top international scientists.
Between 2005 and 2010, Canada produced
almost 60 per cent more papers than
during the previous five years, the
only G7 country to increase its output
above the world average. Since 2006 our
government has provided over $9 billion
in new funding to support science,
technology, world-class research
excellence and linkages between
knowledge and the capacity to innovate
in the global economy. I encourage you
to find out more about science in Canada
at www.science.gc.ca.

Call for Proposals, Status of Women

There seems to be a couple of
different phases to one’s life.

For a while, we attend a number of
weddings, then its baby showers, then
funerals and then more weddings.

Over the last few years I have
found myself attending a lot more
visitations/funerals than weddings.

In the past three years I have
attended funerals for three
remarkable men in our community,
who I had gotten to know through my
involvement with the local federal and
provincial Conservative parties.

Back in March 2010 I attended the
funeral for Marten Mol, who was a
long time resident of Aurora and a
pillar of this community.

He was a successful businessman,
and, as was published in The Auroran,
he was “a Leader in the Dutch
community, and knighted by Queen
Beatrix for his work with Dutch
Canadian organizations”.

He was also a prolific letter writer to
The Auroran. I always enjoyed reading
his letters; they were uplifting, had a
spiritual element and were always
positive - just like the man.

I was also amazed to learn more
about the depth and breadth and
success of his business career and the
fact that he sat on nineteen different
community boards and that he even
found time to co-author a book.

As I sat in the pew that Saturday
three years ago it made me recall

Ottawa Report

LOIS
B ROWN ;r;les.

MP Newmarket-Aurora

Remembering Jim Day

The Honourable
Rona Ambrose, Minister
of Public Works and
Government Services and
Minister for Status of
Women, has announced
a call for proposals for
projects that will increase
opportunities for women
i non-traditional
In 2009, women
represented just 22.3
per cent of Canadians
with occupations in engineering,
mathematics and natural sciences. In
2012, women represented only 4% of
those working in construction trades,
and 20% of those working in primary
industries such as forestry, mining, oil
and gas.

Economic ActionPlan2013announced
a number of measures to better connect
Canadians with job opportunities.
These measures will increase economic
opportunities for women in Canada
and increase their representation in all
occupations, including skilled trades
and other non-traditional occupations.

New Military Honour

Applications for the new Bomber
Command honour are now being
accepted. The new honour will be in the
form of a bar to be worn on the ribbon of

the Canadian Volunteer Service Medal
(CVSM). Some 50,000 Canadians in the
Royal Canadian Air Force and Royal
Air Force served over occupied Europe
in defending our commonwealth, and
were one of Canada’s most significant
contributions during the Second World
War. With this bar, our Government is
honouring those Canadians who fought

for peace, freedom and democracy
through their service in Bomber
Command. Approximately 10,000

Canadians in the Bomber Command
made the ultimate sacrifice in defending
our country’s freedoms and values.

All Canadian Veterans who were
awarded the CVSM and served a
minimum of one day with Bomber
Command, regardless of rank orrole, are
eligible for this new bar. Loved ones of a
deceased Canadian Bomber Command
Veteran who hold the Veteran’s CVSM
may also apply to receive this bar.
The new honour is a significant and
memorable step in the recognition of
these unsung heroes. To apply online for
the honour, or to download a hardcopy
of the application form, please visit
veterans.gc.ca. Lest we forget.

If you would like to contact me on these
or any other issue, please call 905-953-7515
or visit my website at www.loisbrown.ca.
I look forward to hearing from you.

another community
activist who had
recently passed away;
Ian Munro.

He was a
professional engineer
by training, a

Father Tim
Hanley gave a very
moving and eloquent
homily that fit the
occasion well.

Because it was a
traditional Catholic

former president of
a local rate payers
association, and he
was a volunteer on
the Ontario Power
Authority’s Working
Group examining the
energy options in our community.

A few weeks back I attended the
funeral at Our Lady of Grace Catholic
Church for Jim Day.

Jim was the big, strong and silent
type. He was the type of guy who did
not say much, but when he did, you
always listened and he always had
something insightful and thoughtful
to say.

I did not know Jim (or his wife
Jennifer) overly well — other than he
was a general contractor - but we did
serve together on local Conservative
Party Riding Association Boards and
participated as volunteers in various
federal and provincial elections over
the years. We would always have a
quick chat when we would see each
other at various community events.

It was a lovely service, with a great
choir. The three readings were well
chosen.

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

service, there was
not the usual eulogy
associated with
funerals where
various family
members reminisce
about the life of the
dearly departed.

But I learned a lot about this great
man from the unbelievable obituary
that his wife Jennifer posted in the
Toronto Star.

Jim was a “successful, self-made

business man who approached
all challenges and projects with
commanding knowledge, steady

confidence and quite personal pride.
“Over the years he taught and
trained many young apprentice trades
people enabling them to secure a good
job and provide for their families; some
went on to run their own businesses.
“Although Jim loved his solitude,
his favourite times were with family
and friends sitting around a camp
fire, the BBQ or relaxing beside the
wood stove with his pets beside him.
Jim loved to cook, his specialties
were poached salmon or a full English
breakfast cooked on the BBQ and the

best home baked lasagna.

“Jim was most at home in the
outdoors. He loved driving the Ranger
through the bush especially with his
nieces and nephews, cutting trails and
chopping wood, sledding in Ontario
and Quebec with friends.

“Jim was a visionary with a
genuine fascination and passion for
all things mechanical, historical and
architectural which was reflected in
his career and the many destinations
he travelled to within Canada,
England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland and
the U.S.

“Your heart is my heart, we walked
as one from the moment we met 33
years ago and we shall remain as
one. I'll love you, honour you and be
thankful for you always, Jennifer.”

My sincere condolences to Jennifer
for her loss.

We have so many wonderful people
around us and it seems we really
don’t get a chance to know them well.
Although I served with Jim, Marten
and Ian on political associations, it
was not until they left us that I really
understood what remarkable men they
were.

Our community is a much better
placetolive because of the involvement
of people like Jim, Marten and Ian.

Stephen can be contacted at
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com
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SENIOR
SCAPE

Jim L. Abram

I like Crazy People

I am sitting down at my computer and pondering in
deep thought as to what I might choose to write about
for your Senior Scape article.

As1Icontemplate at length, I consider and reconsider
all the good advice that all my well-meaning friends
and acquaintances at the Seniors’ Centre give to offer.
I then realize that all of my senior friends have much
good advice to offer given that our lives offer much to
be shared.

Should I write about politics, as there is an important
election impending at the Seniors’ Centre? Should
Iwrite about the honest yet seemingly devious tactics of
the Scrabble club as I have a vendetta to fulfill following
their welcoming me into their lair as the spider said to
the fly? No, that would be unnice (a word that is not in
the dictionary but would potentially create a scrabble
squabble).

I decided I would sit down in the Centre Lounge,
enjoy a few cups of coffee for 25 cents apiece and listen
to the stories of anyone who might be brave enough to
sit near me. I met and conversed with some wonderful
people. Let me share with you my adventures.

Sitting next to me in one of the comfy armchairs was
Mike. Mike asked me if I shared his concerns over how
difficult it is for seniors to keep up with demands of
continued home ownership.

We commiserated over how difficult it is to maintain
the traditional family home with the ongoing need for
a new driveway, windows, eaves troughs, roof, furnace,
air conditioner....the list is endless. We shared many
of the same concerns and agreed there are no easy
solutions and every one of us has to make very personal
and often agonizing decisions as to how to deal with
their aging homes in light of our aging bones.

Mike got up and said good-bye in order to go to
work as many seniors need to continue to work to keep
healthy, active and to put bread on the table. I shared
with Mike that I too worked part-time for the very same
reasons. Mike’s vacated comfy chair was then occupied
by another Mike. I thought to myself, why is everyone
named Mike?

This Mike was equally nice. Only louder. We all come
in different shapes, sizes and volumes. Volume can
occasionally be a good thing as we were inadvertently
able to engage all of those persons within hearing range
as part of the conversation. We now had a quorum and
the debate over how people like Conrad Black have been
represented by the media went viral in the lounge!

Everyone not only had an opinion to state, but
each participant was good enough to listen to and
acknowledge all others’ views. What a pleasant
environment for collective and communal discussion.

So this was an afternoon at the Seniors’ Centre. But
wait! There were other sightings at the Centre! Brigid
was seen in her trendy new “Roots” wear...trendy in
pink for spring. Ruth was overheard saying that the
ASA Walking Club might be fortunate enough to see
the first signs of spring flowers during the walking club
walk this week.

I overheard Karie, our valued Seniors Coordinator
mention how appreciative all “staff” (I hate that
misnomer...they are not staff, but rather, family) at the
Seniors’ Centre are of the great many contributions of
valued volunteers. Karie made a point of expressing
that this sentiment was not just because April is
“volunteer appreciation month” but rather, at the ASC,
every month is volunteer appreciation month.

Annual Spring Sale

Don’t miss it! The Annual Spring Sale will be held on
April 27. There will be a wide variety of books, crafts,
treasures and a great BBQ. I am going to volunteer to
be chef at the BBQ so that I can meet and feed as many
hungry people welcome to attend.

Aurora Seniors’ Centre Board of Directors Election

Get to know your candidates. Vote and vote often!
(Couldn’t miss expressing the obvious joke.) Your
candidates want to hear and respond to what is
important to you as an active member of your Seniors’
Centre. Please come out to the All Candidates Meeting
on Wednesday, April 24 at 11 a.m. and please stay for the
Budget Bistro for a delicious lunch for only $4! It’ll be
fun and the deviled eggs and ham are no reflection on
the devilishness and hamming it up of the candidates!

Today’s Advice: (This is my personal favourite of
all time) “Don’t Eat Anything Bigger than Your Head.”
And by the way, crazy people like me. A good thing.

For more information on the Aurora Seniors’ Centre
and all it has to offer; drop by 90 John West Way, visit the
web site www.auroraseniors.ca, email auroraseniors@
rogers.com or call 905-726-4767 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.
Monday to Friday.

Letters to the editor

Town needs trails donation account

During this month’s
meeting of the Trails and
Active  Transportation
Committee, a
recommendation was
made, to establish a
Trails Donation Account.

The account is meant
to facilitate donations for
which tax receipts will be
issued.

The donations would
be used to pay for the
purchase of off-road
trails right-of-ways
across private lands, and
for structures that are
necessary to be able to
safely cross major roads
and railroad tracks.

In Aurora, the off-road
trails that we do have
are pretty well all routed
through parks, valley
lands, and conservation
lands. Just about all of
those lands have been
acquired free of charge,
mostly during the land
development process.

Two years ago, the
Aurora Trails Master
Plan was adopted, by the
current Council. Before
that, there was an outline
of a trails network vision
in the Official Plan, which
was not binding during

the land development
process.
While there were

budget allocations for the
construction of trails,
and even a boardwalk, no
Aurora Council has spent
any tax dollars for the
purchase of off-road trail

lands, or other needed
structures.

In order to eventually
retrofit Aurora with
a Town-wide off-road
trails network, in line
with the Aurora Trails

Master Plan, it will
be necessary to buy
privately owned table

lands, for connectors and
spurs, and for perhaps
some sections of trails.
It will also be necessary
to construct grade
separating structures, to
allow the self-propelled
trail users to safely cross
major roads, and railroad
tracks, under or above
these corridors, which
were built to facilitate the
motorized traffic.

As an example, the
Nokkidaa Trail, which
runs in the Holland River
valley, crosses all major
Newmarket roads in a
grade separated fashion

but not in Aurora.
That needs to change.
Also, the Oak Ridges
Trail, running east-west
through Aurora, should
cross the Rail tracks
and Industrial Parkway
South, in a grade
separated fashion.

It will not be cheap to
createthe grade separated
crossings for those
major trails. Nor will it
be cheap to buy private
lands, at market prices.
In order to facilitate such
undertakings, a donation
account could be used, at

Unknown couple helped son after fall

I am writing to
convey my thanks to
the unknown but very
thoughtful couple from
Heathwood Heights
Drive who helped my
son Nathan on Friday,
April 19.

Nathan is 22 and has a
severe seizure disorder;
he cannot speak or
understand speech. He
was out walking Friday
evening on the trail that
runs off Tom’s Park
with his worker and his
dog, Homer, one of his
favourite activities.

Somewhere on the
trail, Nathan had a tonic-
clonic seizure (what used
to be called a grand-mal
seizure). He fell forward,
hurting his hand, and was
out cold on the ground
when a couple walking
their Golden Retriever
offered their help.

They spent well over
an hour waiting for him
to be able to get up and
walk, and then helping
his worker get him back
to our home saftely on
Lanewood Drive.

Nathan’s seizures
occur anywhere from
once a week to several
times a day and can be
very debilitating. There
is never much one can do
except make sure he is
safe and wait for him to
wake up and be able to get
moving again.

Without this couple’s
help, it probably would
have been a longer wait
outside on what was a
fairly cold evening, and a
more difficult walk home.

I am grateful for
the Kkindness of these
strangers. Perhaps our
Golden Retrievers will
recognize each other
when walking in the
neighbourhood again,
and I will be able to
personally thank them
for their assistance.

Joanne Scott-Jackson
Aurora

least for partial funding.
The Cousins Drive
crossing of the rail
tracks and the Industrial
Parkway is regularly
used by commuting
students and employees,
as well as the recreation
oriented residents from
the south-east quadrant
of our Town. Traffic on
the Industrial road has
already increased, over
the last few years. Traffic
on the rail tracks as
well as on that road can
be expected to increase
substantially, still, over
the coming years. It is
time for a safe, grade
separated crossing of
those two major traffic
arteries, for the self-
propelled traffic. That is
for the sake of all of the
current users, and for
those who will use this
routing, if it were safer.

In a statistically valid
survey conducted during
the study that led to the
latest revision of the
Recreation and Parks
Master Plan, Aurora’s
residents heavily favored
spending tax dollars on
trails infrastructure. But
that is not happening.

There is reason to
believe that the residents
of Aurora are willing

to pay for getting
more acceptable trails
infrastructure, and

are willing to donate -
provided that they can
be assured that those
donations will be used
to advance Aurora’s off-
road Trails Network.

That is what a Trails
Donation Account is
meant to facilitate.

Klaus Wehrenberg
Aurora

Onmario New Drivers

FREE, No obliation classroom trial offer.

« MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

JERRY CoOLLINS, OWNER/OPERATOR
www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

* Granite markers and monuments
* Bronze markers and vases

* Portrait Etchings

e

WONUMENTS BY
THOMPSONS

A New Approach to Memorial Design.

* Cemetery lettering and restoration

* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities

Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments

905-727-5421

530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

o

A

EVERYTHING
MUST GOl

PEGGY’ S

Distinctive Ladies Fashions

Store Closing Apr.30
EVERYTHING MUST GO

Down to the bare Walls!

Final Week
PRICES SLASHED

while supplies last

$9.98 - 80% OFF

St. Andrews Village, Aurora 905-727-0090

All Sales Final

www.peggysfashions.ca

All Sales Final
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Mobility Maze will build awareness
of accessibility challenges

By Brock Weir

The old saying goes, you can’t truly
know what someone experiences until
you walk a mile in their shoes.

But what if walking is not necessarily
an option and people have to make their
way around in cumbersome wheelchairs
or other challenging mobility devices,
and then have to take on the added
challenge of taking public transit?

That is something the Community
Legal Clinic of York Region hopes to
raise awareness of with their Mobility
Maze, a three hour experiential and
educational workshop planned for the
Aurora Community Centre this June.

“We realised quickly as a group
that many people are unaware of the
difficulties many people face when
trying to get to doctors’ appointments,
school, work, grocery stores, and special
occasions and trying to access the
community,” said Kim McKinnon of the
Community Legal Clinic, which provides
legal assistance to low-income York
Region residents. “Our group decided we
wanted to do something on Accessibility
Awareness Week in 2013 to highlight
these difficulties in York Region and
work toward a better transportation
system in York Region for those of us
with disabilities.”

The event will serve, she said, to
highlight the many challenges and
barriers that people face in the realm
of accessible transportation, with a
particular focus on York Region Transit’s
Mobility Plus service.

“The more people that are involved,
the more awareness is created.”

ThegroupgottheideafromthePoverty
Maze, which challenges community and

business leaders to go through a variety
of challenges faced every day by low-
income or even homeless York Region
residents to access services, shelter, and
food in the wider community.

“The Mobility Maze will replicate as
best as possible what it would be like
to take Mobility Plus services in York
Region from the point of application to
the point of travel destination, making
an appointment and travelling back,”
said Ms. McKinnon. “There will be
booths set up and people will come in,
get instructions on what will happen
that day, and they will be given identities
with a journey outlining where it is they
are supposed to be going. They will then
begin their journey and attend different
booths to determine how to get to their
destination and back.

“Employers, doctors, places where
people would go for appointments, grade
school kids, and everybody is welcome
to come and try and understand the
difficulties people might face. It is
opened up to whomever might be
impacted or involved with anybody who
has a disability and have to get to an
appointment, or a blood test, or shopping,
and we would particularly love medical
people to come out.”

One of the biggest challenges facing
communities and people within them
living with disabilities is trying to make
the Accessibility for Ontarians with
Disabilities Act (AODA) work and meet
the objectives they are trying to achieve,
she added. In looking at the broader
guidelines and implication of the act,
communities can sometimes lose focus
of the people the act was designed to
assist.

“In the attempt to follow the guidelines

Members of Concerned Citizens for Accessibility and the Community Legal Clinic of
York Region, including Kim McKinnon, left, have put their heads together for the
Mobility Maze which will give people an idea of the challenges disabled people

face in accessing local transit.

they are sort of not seeing the people,
who it is impacting and their abilities,”
she said. “They are clumping people
together as disabilities and they are not
a clump. Everyone is an individual. One
of the key things that is a problem we
see is they are trying to do just a brush
stroke when implementing the act and
ensuring inclusivity and integration
of the system without really looking at
whether or not it is working.

“I hope with the Mobility Maze,
people who can make a difference like
community leaders and people with York
Region Transit are prepared to sit down

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

with the people and listen to them and
make appropriate changes that will be
beneficial for the individuals who have
to ride the service and make it a fair and
transparent process for people.

“If the Region is not willing to do it,
there might be someone of influence
who will say, ‘Come on, get on board and
let’s move forward and get some positive
change for people!””

The Mobility Maze takes place at
the Aurora Community Centre on
Wednesday, June 5. Registration begins
at 1 p.m. For more information, call 905-
508-5018.

Yonge and Wellington is at the root of traffic problem: Councillors

By Brock Weir

With the future of
traffic calming in the
historic downtown core
settled, at least for now,
some Councillors say
renewed energy should
be focused on what
could be the real root
of the problem - traffic
congestion at Yonge and

Wellington.
Congestion at
Aurora’s busiest

intersection has long
been a source of debate
through Town Planning,
developing the Aurora
Promenade Study, as
well as the more recent
moves for Downtown
Revitalization. No
concrete solutions,
however, have been
borne out of these
discussions.

Now as new
developments start to
take shape just over
the northern edge of
the intersection, now
might be the time to
be proactive about
finding one, say some
Councillors.

“The Region and
the Town have spent a
lot of energy looking
at the intersection
over the years and we
have done a number of
reports and studies have
been completed, most
recently through our
master transportation
work over the last year,”
said Ilmar SimanovskKis,
Aurora’s Director of
Infrastructure. “We did a
timingand configuration
of the entire north-south
section of Yonge Street
to make sure that the
lighting right up Yonge

Street was synchronised
to maximise efficiency.
There was also a period
where there were left
turn restrictions at that
intersection to try and
streamline that traffic,
so there have been a
number of changes
and alterations to that
intersection and a
number of studies done.
We’re also continuing to
review that intersection
going forward.”

Mr. Simanovskis made
his comments this month
during a discussion on
the remaining traffic
calming features in
the downtown core.
One of the primary
reasons traffic calming
measures were installed
was complaints from
neighbours that
drivers were using the
neighbourhood streets
to avoid the traffic
artery. Some, however,
have argued that the
traffic calming only
made matters worse in
the intersection.

“We have created and
exacerbated the problem
by this traffic ban,”
said Councillor Evelyn
Buck. “It was never
anything but a political
boondoggle. Imagine the
problem we would have
on Wellington and Yonge

if every road exiting
off Yonge Street had
obstructions placed onto
it to deter people from
turning off Yonge Street
and finding another way
home. We would have
every bit of traffic on
Yonge Street.”

The call to revisit
the intersection was
made by Councillor
Michael Thompson, who
suggested now might be
theidealtimetodeal with
it as property owners
look to redevelop key
properties in the area,
including the Centro
condominium  already
under construction on
the northeast side of
the intersection, the
plans for a multi-storey
residential and retail
complex to replace the
existing Liquidation
Warehouse plaza on
the northwest side, and
a proposed apartment
building adjacent to the
recently sold Aurora
Post Office building on
Wellington Street East.

“I would like to see us
put energy more towards
a proactive approach
to that intersection
and maybe through
discussions with the
Region look at what is
the optimised solution
to that intersection and

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

ORTH YO
HEATING, PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

Water Softening, Purification,
Filtration & Steralization Units

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.

Aurora, Onfario

plan forward, and look
over the years at how
we are going to realise
that,” he said.

“I recognize that as it
stands now, physically

there are limitations
but we know at some
point there will be
some development at
that corner and that
may provide those
opportunities. I think

we need to continually
spend that time and look
for the optimal solution
and let people know that
this is what Aurora is
going to look like in the
future and we’re actively

working towards a
proactive solution that

will help lessen the
impact.”
While Councillors

ultimately supported the
motion to keep the status
quo as far as traffic
calming was concerned,
their resolution the
previous week to seek
further community
consultation stemmed
from the new buildings
slated to become parts
of the neighbourhood.
Some Councillors
wanted further studies
made on how the new
residential buildings,

particularly Centro and
the one proposed for
Wellington Street would
impact traffic flow in the
neighbourhood, and still
felt the same way.

“I do think we should
set a deadline for once
those buildings are up,
we will re-investigate
the situation,” said
Councillor Paul Pirri.

Added Mayor Geoffrey
Dawe: “I supported the
concept of going back
and looking at the kind
of impact [they] would
have [but] we always
have an opportunity to
go back.”

Adbvertorial

Hope for Sufferers of Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

If you suffer from Car-
pal Tunnel Syndrome or
wrist / hand pain you
should be aware that an
upcoming workshop in
Oak Ridges will reveal
eye-opening solutions to
help those suffering with
these conditions.

The workshop will re-
veal the underlying caus-
es of most wrist and hand
pain as well as share why
these causes are frequent-
ly overlooked by doctors.

Attendees will discov-
er why a failure to ad-
dress these underlying
causes usually results in
continuing pain and suf-
fering. @ These ongoing
symptoms may include:
pain, tingling, numbness,
burning, aching, stiffness,
swelling, weakness and
limited movements.

The workshop will
discuss the track record

and Wrist/Hand Pain

of common treatments
including: pills, surgery,
splints and exercise and
reveal exciting non drug,
nonsurgical treatments
that are safe and effective.

A major concern is that
many patients continue to
be plagued by wrist pain,
despite repeated visits to
their doctor.

Many patients fear the
risks and invasive nature
of wrist surgery. The
workshop will reveal that
many patients that have
wrist surgery wind up
frustrated that their pain
only resolves partially or
not at all. In many cases
the pain reoccurs later af-
ter surgery.

Surprisingly, a very
common but hidden cause
of hand and wrist pain
is not even located in the
wrist! The presentation
will explain why most

doctors are not trained to
check for this underlying
cause.

Symptoms may
include: pain,
tingling, numbness,
burning, aching,
stiffness, swelling,
weakness and
limited movements.

The workshop is free
and is being offered as a
community service. It is
provided to help elimi-
nate pain and suffering in
those affected.

The workshop will
take place Wed May 1, 7:30
pm - 9:00 pm Seating is
limited.

To make reservations
call 877-334-2785.
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Council could take “baby step” towards re-establishing museum

By Brock Weir

Aurora could take the next tentative steps in re-
establishing its museum this week with an eye to the
Aurora 150 celebrations.

Council is set to ratify a plan to spend $66,000
for an exhibit in the Aurora Room, a second floor
exhibition space at the Aurora Cultural Centre, to
mark the Town’s Sesquicentennial celebrations.
The plan, however, did not come off without a hitch
at last week’s committee meeting with Councillors
raising concerns not only on the costs for new display
cabinets but also on the amount of staff support
would be required to make it happen.

“The creation of a display to celebrate Aurora’s
150" birthday is an important addition to the many
other activities this year,” said Al Downey, Aurora’s

Director of Parks and Recreation in a report to
Council. “In order to provide a display, however,
capital investments must be made for the provision
of display cases and staff resources must be assigned
to the task.

“Staff have approached CAM (Cultural Asset
Management) to provide their services in the
creation of this exhibit. They are familiar with the
collection since they recently inventoried the entire
collection. They also have the expertise and available
staff to complete this task on schedule. Engagement
of another consultant would not permit sufficient
time to prepare an RFP, evaluate submissions and
prepare for the display by July 1.”

Although it was been the expressed desire of
some members of Council to have something in
place in time for the Canada Day celebrations, some

Council could recommend tougher anti-SLAPP measures

From page 1
bloggers Bill Hogg, Richard Johnson, and Elizabeth
Bishenden. That matter was discussed behind closed
doors last week, but the recommendation to write
a letter to the province encouraging the Premier
and Attorney General to bring forward Anti-SLAPP
legislation was the centre of a heated public debate.

“Iwouldurge, asI have every time the topic of the
Town-initiated defamation lawsuit comes up, that
we be very careful about pouring gasoline on a fire
that is not yet out,” said Councillor Chris Ballard.
“Any other Council in Ontario that wants to move
this motion ahead, I think that would be fine, but
for us, given our recent history that we have not yet
put behind us, I think it would be foolish and I can’t
support it for that reason alone.”

Councillor Wendy Gaertner agreed, stating it was
“unfortunate” that further information was not put
into the public record relating to the lawsuit.

Shying away from supporting the motion, but for
wholly different reasons, was Councillor Evelyn
Buck. She told her fellow Councillors that the
lawsuit was launched with the support of a Council
resolution and Aurora was “pretty unique in its
preoccupation with lawyers and lawsuits at that
time.”

“I think there is more than enough useless,
confusing legislation on the provincial books right
now without asking them to create more chaos with
more legislation,” she said.

Speaking in favour of the resolution, however,
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe said he didn’t disagree there
are many pieces of confusing legislation, but
encouraging the Province to step up is a step in the
right direction.

“There are a number of people who have been
impacted by these things, and a few families in
Aurora that have been affected by this,” he said. “I
think it is incumbent on Council to ensure that we
do whatever we can do to keep this from happening
again.”

Councillor Paul Pirri shared these sentiments
and said regardless of the Town’s history, “any
SLAPP legislation is something we should be
advocating for in the future, so that is what I believe
this is, to prevent it from happening in the future,
and ultimately this is the best we can do right now.”

Asfortheoriginalmoverof themotion, Councillor
Michael Thompson said SLAPPs present a “serious
threat against public engagement and debate” and
speaks toward freedom of speech. Anything that
acts as a “deterrent” to public discourse and has a
“chilling effect” on debate needs to be addressed.

“There are no winners, and there are only losers
in this situation, so I think it is always incumbent
to look upon the past and look forward,” said
Councillor Thompson. “Part of that motion was
to look forward and be advocates so this situation
does not occur again, to look at our own policies and
procedures and make sure the best practices are
implemented so that the situation never happens
again and no other resident within Aurora has to
experience and go through what those who did. It
is a tragedy and the best we can do at this point is
look at ways in which we can prevent it to the best
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of our ability.”

Despite Councillor Ballard’s caution that the
fire was not yet out on the matter at hand, he is
expected to pour some fuel on the embers at this
week’s Council meeting with an introduction of a
notice of motion to revisit certain aspects of Mr.
Hervey’s lawsuit.

In his notice of motion, which islikely to come up
for debate on May 7, the Councillor calls on Council
to place on the public agenda a letter written by
Steven O’Melia, Ms. Morris’ lawyer in the Hervey
case, to members of Council.

Mr. O’Melia wrote his letter in response
to Councillor Thompson’s original motion in
November and the letter was circulated to members
of Council. Councillor Ballard calls on the letter to
be made public “in the interest of openness and
transparency.”

Further, he requests that the Town Solicitor
report back in closed session to provide “legal
advice on the implications and judgement” of
Justice Gilmore “with specific reference to the
level of potential “liability” on the part of The
Corporation of the Town of Aurora and its Council,
if any, based on the Town’s actions to date in this
matter.”

Mr. O’Melia’s letter spoke to Mr. Hervey’s lawsuit
rather than the SLAPP matter directly. It says the
motion Councillor Thompson brought forward did
not reflect all the facts, facts that were not known
to the Master. It also notes the Town launched the
lawsuit through CAO Neil Garbe, Mr. Hervey’s
testimony that he discussed the possibility of a
lawsuit with others, and the belief Ms. Morris
was treated “unfairly” by the Town after they
discontinued funding of the lawsuit without
advanced notice.

“I think it contains important information that
Council needs to acknowledge and the public needs
to understand that we had several months ago,”
Councillor Ballard told The Auroran. “It has never
been formally on the record and it was circulated
to us.”

As for the question of liability, the Councillor
said he would not elaborate on what he feels those
issues might be.

“I wanted it on the record that I have concerns
butIthink it is really up to Council and staff to look
at that, get an opinion and look at that in private.”

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, however, thinks otherwise.

“It is inappropriate and it is not Town
business,” he said. “It was a private lawsuit so it is
inappropriate that we should be discussing it with
Council.”

Advertorial

expressed disappointment it took as long as it did to
get this point.

“There is no better time during the July 1 parade
than to invite people into that event at the Church
Street School,” said Councillor Evelyn Buck. “I am
desperate to get going with a museum no matter
how small the beginnings but at the same time this
continual demand for more money from the Town
treasury [to make that happen] is digging a hole
deeper and it will be so damned wide we will never
be able to climb out of it.”

Added Councillor Sandra Humfryes: “Although it
is not the ideal I had in mind, I was hoping we could
celebrate the opening of the museum in the Church
Street School. It is something I do think we need to
start getting our artefacts out and on display. July 1 is
really a target we should have so we can celebrate and
after the parade welcome people back to the Church
Street School.”

Othersbalked at the idea of adding another curator
to the roster solely for this exhibition above and
beyond the resources already at the Aurora Cultural
Centre and Historical Society. Councillor John Abel
said there were existing staff in place at both to make
it possible. He said he was “dumbfounded” that more
expertise was needed to get the ball rolling.

“I think we should be able to do it with one curator
to be able to oversee both the display in one room and
all the cultural activities that go on there,” he said.

Bringing on CAM, however, would help in
determining what items should be selected to best
represent highlights in Aurora’s history, write
the story of Aurora as a Town, determine how the
selected items can best be displayed, and also devise
a marketing, promotions, and managing strategy
to get the word out not just to people in Town but
beyond that this exhibition is taking place, countered
Mr. Downey.

“We need somebody to really do the heavy lifting
and put this display together,” he said. “One of the
other complications is that time is moving along and
Council has the desire to get this going by July 1. One
of our discussions with CAM was whether they had
sufficient resources to get this together and, yes, they
do.”

For the investment required to make the
exhibition a reality, however, some also expressed
disappointment the particular parameters of the
exhibition weren’t planned with something with a bit
more longevity in mind, going beyond the end of the
Sesquicentennial Year.

“I think we should be talking more about how we
can celebrate our heritage, how can we preserve it
and how we can promote it,” said Councillor Michael
Thompson. “I am supportive of the motion that is
before me [but] my preference would be if a museum
could be developed and installed there would be a bit
more life to it and a bit more longevity so that doesn’t
necessarily have to be taken down by December 31.”

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe was also supportive of
the recommendations but seemed to have fewer
reservations than the others who were reluctant to
give it the plan an unqualified endorsement.

“It is very frustrating to have this discussion,” he
said. “We all say we want to make a museum move
forward, but there seems to be a general reluctance
in how to do that. I would think if we wished to use
the services of someone with the Cultural Centre
and the AHS we should be asking those bodies if they
have the time to do this. I think we, as a Council, need
to move forward on this. Even if it is a baby step, we
have to move forward and actually be able to show
we’re interested. If we’re not interested, we sure
can’t expect the public to be interested.”

6 Costly Mistakes to Avoid Before
Buying a Home

Aurora- A new report has just been released which
identifies the 6 most common and costly mistakes
that homebuyers make before buying a home.

Mortgage regulations have changed significantly
over the last few years, making your options wider
than ever. Subtle changes in the way you approach
mortgage shopping, and even small differences in
the way you structure your mortgage, can save or
cost you literally thousands of dollars and years of
expense.

Whether you are about to buy your first home, or
are planning to make a move to your next home, it is
critical that you inform yourself about the factors

involved before you buy. In answer to this issue,
Industry Insiders have prepared a FREE special
report entitled "6 Things You Must Know Before You
Buy".

Having the right information before hand can
undoubtedly make a major difference in this critical
negotiation.

To order a FREE Special Report, visit
www.AuroraHomeBuyer.ca

Get your free special report NOW to find out what
you need to know before you buy a home.

This report is courtesy of Andrew Fogliato - Sales Representative w/ RE/MAX York Group Realty Inc., Brokerage. 15004 Yonge Street, Aurora,
Ontario. L4G 1M6. Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract. Copyright © 2013
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Civic Square Park could get
royal honours

By Brock Weir

Civic Square Park, the
popular soccer pitch on
John West Way near Town
Hall, could soon be known
as the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee Park.

Councillors are set this
week to ratify a decision
made last Tuesday to
rename the park in
honour of the Queen’s
60" anniversary on the
throne, a milestone
which was marked in
celebrations throughout
the Commonwealth last

year.

The decision
comes after an initial
recommendation from

Town Staff to name a
parkette near St. John’s
Sideroad and Bayview
Avenue to commemorate
the anniversary, but
Council decided earlier
this year that a parkette

wasn’t “significant”
enough to mark such a
significant anniversary.

They tasked staff with
coming back with a
shortlist of parks neither
named after a person
in the community nor a
significant anniversary
that could get a name
change.

Among the short list of
parks were the originally
suggested parkette, Town
Park in Aurora’s historic
downtown core, and Civic
Square Park, and the
latter won the day.

Renaming Civic
Square Park was
originally suggested by
Councillor John Gallo,

who lives in the area,
who said the name always
bothered him because the
park never fulfilled its
original purpose to be a
community hub.

“It is close to Town
Hall, the park is a little
bit underused, and
maybe then it might get
a little bit more used,”
said Councillor Michael
Thompson in support of
the motion.

Other Councillors,
such as Chris Ballard said
he agreed with the Civic
Square idea because of its
proximity to what is now
the geographic centre of
Town, while Councillor
Evelyn Buck heralded its
possibilities.

“It has a high visibility
and it has the potential of
having a beautiful garden
created that will be
enjoyed every day criss-
crossing to go shopping,”
shesaid of the park, which
lies between significant
residential development
and the plaza housing the
Cineplex movie theatre,
Sobeys, and recently
opened Target store. “I
believe people should
be given an opportunity
to say whether or not
they would be in favour
of creating a beautiful
garden and whatever else
that would make it a place
where people would like
to linger and enjoy.”

While there was
support for the name
change, others were a
slightly more hesitant
in giving the idea their
overall support until

there was more of a
vision on just what might
be included in the park.
Councillor Paul Pirri, for
instance, said he was not
opposed to renaming the
park but the end result
should be a “destination
park” where people would
want to come.

“If T were the Queen,
I wouldn’t want an
empty patch of grass [to]
commemorate me,” he
said. “I would want to go
to a place where there is
a nice garden and where
there are children playing
and amenities that people
want to go and want to
enjoy. I am not opposed
to this park being our
Diamond Jubilee Park in
commemoration of what
the Queen has done over
the past 60 years, but I
think we need to make it
a destination for people,
either a playground, a
garden, a location for a
small concession stand to
get people out and enjoy
it.”

Councillor Thompson,
however, said that might
be getting a bit ahead of
what is on the table. A
name should be settled on
first and then a discussion
of what amenities, if any,
needed to be added in
the future. Civic Square
Park, he said, has many
possibilities that can be
made without sacrificing
the soccer field, a
commodity which is in
short supply in Aurora,
but any further plans
should be run by area
residents to make sure

“Right Back At Ya” pays it forward for Aurora United

By Brock Weir

Aurora United Church
goes out of its way with
community programs
throughout the year, but
now members of the church
are taking an evening out
of their busy schedules to
say, ‘Right back at ya!” in a
special benefit concert.

The Right Back at Ya!
Bash, an evening of dinner
and dancing will take place
this Friday, April 26 at
Oakview Terrace in Oak
Ridges. Featuring music
from The Thursday Night
Jam Band, organizers
promise an evening of
Motown and disco, a buffet,
silent auction, and cash
bar to support the many
community programs that
emanate from the church.

Julie Belgue, one of the
organizers of the event
cites the Church’s Rise &
Shine Breakfasts, morning
coffee events, semi-annual
rummage sales, Welcoming
Arms nursery schools,
parental supports, and
Scouts and Brownies as just
the tip of the ice berg of
what the church provides
to the community. Now it is
time to give something back.

“The point is to raise
some money to help the
church keep plugging
along, but when we stepped
back and realised what our
church offers back to the
community, that is how we
got the name because all
the funds that come in go

to our coffers and general
account,” she says. “In
running our church we
support all this stuff in our
community Were really
giving right back just by
existing and being on Yonge
Street.”

As for the concert itself,
it is something she says is a
little bit different than your
average church fundraiser
and a far cry from what
might first come to mind
when parishioners think
when they consider church
fundraiser. The group of
40-somethings decided they
wanted to have an event
that appealed not only to
their own demographics
but a wide range of people
looking to have a good time.

“I think people may
have a perception that
very stuffy people attend
church,” she says. “We are
obviously Christian based
people, but we know how
to Kick off our shoes and
have a good time too. We
had a couple last year who
walked through the door
and I thought this was going
to be a gong show because
the band gets loud, but they
stayed on until the very end
and had a great time. It’s for
all ages, but we're trying to
draw on maybe the younger
demographic side to start
them attending our church
and staying on into their
later years.”

Tickets for the Bash are
$50 and to put this face value
into a greater context, Ms.

Belgue turns to the Rise and
Shine Breakfasts, which
recently wrapped up their
season and is set to return

See“Concert” on page 22

Hurricane Mike Thompson of the “Lymphomaniacs” joined his fellow Lymphos in
entertaining the crowd at the KC’s Cancer Cushion fundraising bash, held at The
Manor on Saturday night. Featuring music, dignitaries, and a silent and live auc-
tion, their seventh annual pub night raised funds for the charity giving individuals
and families living with cancer a “cushion” when struggling to make ends meet.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

they have no objections.

“Thisisagreatexample
of scope creep,” agreed
Councillor Ballard. “What
started off as a way of
simply honouring the
memory of the Diamond
Jubilee has turned into
the Dbeautification of
a park and probably
spending a lot of money,
but hopefully not. If it is
the intent of Councillors
to have a destination park
in honour of the Queen,
we shouldn’t be passing
anything tonight except
to make that intent known
and ask staff to report
back on the possibilities
of creating a destination
park in honour of the
Diamond Jubilee.

“If we go and pick a
park tonight and then
ask staff how to make it
beautiful, this is putting
the cart before the horse.
I don’t think the Queen
would be amused if we
were spending a lot of
taxpayers’ dollars in
honour of her. I think she
would be quite happy to
see youngsters kicking a
football around.”
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and great helper
Maddox Haapala

would like to thank all the
supporters of

FROG RACE 2013
1st prize: Sheri Thompson
2nd prize: Peter Gorin
3rd prize: Gary Petaja

Please consider purchasing
a commemorative stone in Rotary Park

Please contact
Greg Foster at 905-727-9613for further information
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Organizers promise great show

on Canada Day weekend

From page 1

[we wanted a big name
band] is to be a draw and
keep people in Aurora that
weekend. People go away
the Canada Day weekend
and we're trying to keep
people here to celebrate
the 150", The whole day is
really run by the Rotary
Club. There are going to
be various bands playing
throughout the afternoon
starting at 2 p.m. While it
is a Rotary event on that
day, what we’re trying to
do is enhance it and give it
back to the Town.”

Lighthouse was chosen
after looking at several
potential bands. Early
on, Lighthouse was one
that was eyed Kkeenly
by the group after some
committee members saw
them live last year.

The band had its early
foundations in 1968 when
Paul Hoffert, Skip Prokop
and Ralph Cole put their

rock, jazz and -classical
influences. Having worked
with the talents of Janis
Joplin, Peter, Paul and
Mary and Carlos Santana,
Prokop’s drumming is
considered one of the
highlights of the stage
show, along with Hoffert
on vocals, and Cole on
guitar.

Releasing three albums
in 1969 alone, and playing
countless stops around
North America, they have
been awarded several
Juno Awards and have
the distinction of earning
Canada’s first platinum
album with Lighthouse
Live.

The original three are
now a 10-member band
featuring Dan Clancy on
lead vocals, Doug Moore
on bass, Don Paulton on
keyboard, Chris Howell
on trumpet, Russ Little on
trombone, Simon Wallis
and Steve Kennedy on sax.

“They had the whole

the whole audience going
and they just made it a
fun night,” said Mr. North.
“Come out and have a
great night. How often do
you get to see a band like
this for nothing?

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe
said he was excited about
the announcement.

“l remember seeing
‘The Paupers’ at St.
Michael’s College when
I went there and they
were the precursor to
Lighthouse, with the
original founders,” he
said, noting some of his
favourite songs of theirs
are Sunny Days, Broken
Guitar Blues, and 1849. “I
am an old rock and roll
guy!” he adds with a laugh.

“They are a good band
and they put on a good live
show.”

This year’s Dance in
the Park will take place
in Town Park on Sunday,
June 30 from 2 p.m. to 11
p.m. Lighthouse is slated

talents together, fusing

crowd up on their feet and

to hit the stage at 9 p.m.

Cultural Master Plan may take
longer than anticipated

By Brock Weir

What was originally viewed as a six
month plan to strategize and coordinate
all the components that make up
Aurora’s cultural sector might now
take a little longer to come into being
after Councillors expressed scepticism
over the proposed timeframe.

This Tuesday, Council is set to
approve terms of reference for the
Cultural Master Plan, a plan which,
when completed, could be the guiding
force in how Aurora handles its culture
and works with bodies such as the
Aurora’s Cultural Centre, Historical
Society and Public Library. The plan
will not be limited to these public
bodies, however, and will provide
guiding principles on a number of
issues including public art, performing
arts, built and natural cultural
heritage, community events and
festivals, traditions, media, tourism,
and multiculturalism.

When completed, goals hoped
to be achieved by the plan include

increasing awareness of “cultural
assets” throughout the Town”,
“stimulate community pride”,
earmark investment opportunities

in the cultural sector, and look at
enhancement of local culture.

The plan to bring this to fruition
included public consultation,
consultation with the stakeholders and
questions, a cultural precinct plan for
the Library Square area, and funding
possibilities with a six month deadline.
For some Councillors, however, that
was setting the process up for a fall.

“TI have a real concern we are
rushing this,” said Councillor Chris
Ballard. “Six months to get it done?
Most reports this Town has done,
whether it is heritage or business
planning or strategic planning, it is a
good 12 month cycle and I can see that
we would want to cut it back a bit, but I
am really concerned this will get done
in six months.”

Al Downey, Aurora’s Director of
Parks and Recreation, said he didn’t
disagree that what was before Council
was a “somewhat accelerated process”
but his department was concerned with
moving it forward in a timely manner.

“If we extend past the budget cycle
or the end of the year, then that won’t
happen and our concern is we’re
asking the consultants to accelerate
the process to ensure that not only
can this Council get an opportunity to
approve this master plan, but also move

it forward through budget discussions
in 2014,” said Mr. Downey.

Concerns over the timing were also
raised by Councillor Sandra Humfryes.
She too said it was an “aggressive”
plan, but the results would be “critical”
to the future of the Town as “it touches
upon all things and geographical
changes.”

Council ultimately voted to make
the plan to hire consultants to do the
work more open-ended time-wise, with
points being awarded accordingly in
this criterion.

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe recalled the
length it took for the Town to have a
Master Parks and Recreation Plan in
place and Mr. Downey conceded he
would indeed prefer a longer window to
get the plan done. Part of the previous
evaluation model, he said, was how
consultants could conform to the work
schedule as outlined and agreed to the
constraint being lifted.

Others, although not overly
concerned about the time as such,
expressed worry about how this timing
would fall in the calendar.

“I agree that this isn’t a long enough
consulting period because it falls over
the summer months when most of the
consultation would have been done
over the summer,” said Councillor
Wendy Gaertner. “As Councillor Buck
has said, consulting with Aurorans
over the summer is a useless process,
so I would like to see this extended
out.”

Councillor Thompson agreed that
more discussion within the community
was ideal, possibly looking for
“sustainability and synergy” amongst
Aurora’s cultural institutions, but
the costs of what shakes down in the
finished Cultural Master Plan need to
be carefully watched.

“I have seen these types of
documents and [they] will inevitably
say ‘spend more money on culture’
and they keep asking for more funds,
whether it be for culture, or museums,
or whatever and the reality is...these
funds are limited,” he said. “I am
hoping to get out of the master plan
some discussions around the funding
models, the sustainability, especially
given that there are a limited amount
of resources and how best to utilize
those dollars so that those institutions
are sustainable. I would like to see more
emphasis placed on the opportunities
to coordinate cultural assets, as well
as guiding approaches for funding
models.”

Lighthouse was announced Monday as the headliner for Aurora’s Dance in the
Park, held during Canada Day Weekend.

While traditionally the
kick-start of the Canada
Day Celebrations, the
festivities begin a bit
earlier this year on the
Saturday with what is
shaping up to be a youth
day with the potential for
young artists to show off
their talent with an “art
jam” and a possible jam
session with younger up-
and-coming bands in a
showcase of youth music.

Canada Day celebration
will take place, of course,
on July 1, the big day itself
and, in addition to the
parade and regular events
at Lambert Willson Park,
the Committee hopes to
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Iron Chef & Taste of Aurora

Crowds filled the Aurora Community Centre on Thursday night for the inaugural Iron Chef Aurora Competition,
before returning over the weekend for Taste of Aurora showcasing local restaurants, entertainers and profession-
als. (1) Audiences decided the cuisine of Orchid Thai’s Thay Siharath reigned supreme in his preparation of Royal
Beef Salad and Emerald Shrimp Curry with Jasmine Rice. (2) Grant Robertson of Aw Shucks prepared fresh perch
and quail. (3) Oakland Hall’s David Charyk’s herb crusted ostrich carpaccio and lobster thermidor were popular. (4)
Rob Lizotte and Lauren Zimbalatti from Edward Street Market Bistro served up beer-brined pork tenderloin with
risotto, while Maunder’s Food Shop served up scallops and lamb. (5) Councillor Sandra Humfryes congratulated
Orchid Thai. The next day at Taste of Aurora, (6) Peter Risi and Nathaly of Villa Risi served up lasagna and tortellini

while (7) Scott and Marcia of Aw Shucks kept stomachs full with shrimp. Auroran photos by David Falconer
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Seniors are getting

fresh in the dining room
At Revera — Brookside Court & Hilltop Place, it’s all

about freshness and flexibility.

When considering a move into a
seniors’ residence, what worries
people most is the food. Many
believe it will be bland, repetitive
and pre-packaged - anything but
home-like. Revera Retirement Living
is cracking that myth like a fresh egg.

Home-style meets fine dining

Take Revera’s Brookside Court &
Hilltop Place, a full-service retirement
residence in Richmond Hill. “We feature
top quality ingredients, prepared fresh
and served hot. For example, instead of
using pre-portioned frozen fish, we start
with whole sides of top-grade salmon,”
says Gary McBlain, Revera’s National

Director of Culinary Services. “It’s not

just about maximum nutrition — it’s also
about great taste and presentation that
puts smiles on people’s faces.”

Gary is passionate about taking a home-
style approach to food and then adding
some professional flair. “At Revera, we
hire culinary experts to manage our
kitchens — people who love food and
understand fine dining,” he explains. In
the words of one Revera resident, “The
meals really are fabulous.”

Flexible fare

At Revera, choice is always on the menu.
There are two or three options at lunch
and dinner and residents can always
request a sandwich, omelette, hamburger,
or soup instead. They can also make
simple meals in their own rooms — and

host dinners for family and friends in
one of the private dining rooms.

Amenities abound in a luxury setting

The food isn’t the only attraction at
Brookside Court & Hilltop Place, a cozy
setting designed for comfort just steps
from an array of shops, community
services, places of worship, parks, public
transit and minutes away from major
highways. Residents love to gather in the
fireside lounges, gazebo and picturesque
patio area.

Many of the spacious suites have a
garden view and all have roomy closets
and private bathrooms with an in suite
call bell system for safety and peace of
mind. Residents love bringing in their
own furniture and setting their place up
the way they like it.

Feeding body, mind and soul

Revera hosts numerous activities, such as
customized fitness classes; movie nights,
shopping trips and gardening groups to

Eating is believing

Sample Revera’s superb fare:
visit Brookside Court & Hilltop
Place for a free lunch or dinner
anytime. Taste how delicious
life at Revera can be!

Call the Brookside Court &
Hilltop Place at 905-884-9248
to book your dining experience.

foster fun and friendships; excursions
to theatres, concerts, museums, The
Kortright Centre; educational seminars,
guest lecturers; and opportunities for
spiritual reflection.

Vibrant, sociable residents

Pam Starr, National Director of Sales,
“Revera is full of active, independent
people who like to do things for
themselves. They pick the movies and
parties they want, such as fireside chats,
cocktails and snacks. It’s all about
understanding people’s needs.”

Jai Sukhai, Executive Director, has been
at Revera for more than 10 years and is at
the heart of the community. In his
words, what makes it so special is the
warmth of the staff and residents. “This
is not a formal place, there is real
generosity and friendliness.”

(S

reve rz<a>)®

Retirement Living

Brookside Court &
Hilltop Place

980 Elgin Mills Rd E
Richmond Hill

905-884-9248
reveraliving.com

Working together to overcome
ageism. Visit AgelsMore.com

?@')R('.\
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There is lots to do
during Volunteer Week

By Brock Weir

There are no shortage of things to do during National
Volunteer Week this month. Unfortunately, that means the
same can’t be said for volunteers.

Canada’s National Volunteer Week, which Kkicked off
Sunday, April 21 aims to “recognize and celebrate” the
work that volunteers do across the county. Neighbourhood
Network, the division of Magna for the Community; which
seeks to connect volunteers with like-minded groups and
volunteer opportunities, will cap the week with their annual
tree planting day, bringing together hundreds of volunteers
across Aurora, Newmarket, and East Gwillimbury to plant
saplings in five different locations. Since its inception five
years ago this event has grown from the neighbourhood of
900 trees planted in the early days to an annual average of
2,500, according to Tom Taylor, former mayor of Newmarket,
and an ambassador for the community group.

“Imagine Canada, an organization run out of Ottawa
right across Canada, provides a formula for calculating the
dollar value for volunteering in a community;” he said. “Using
Aurora’s population of those over 15 years of age and taking
48 per cent of the population at $19.50 per hour for 149 hours
per year per person — these are the averages which are being
experienced in this part of Canada and Ontario - it works out
to $67.6 million in Aurora alone.

“Looking at it another way; it means if our taxes had to
pay for all of these volunteer services, if they all stopped
volunteering and we had to pay for those services, the
municipal portion of your tax bill triples. Fortunately for us,
the thousands and thousands of people who volunteer here
in Aurora don’t look at it that way. They all just want to help.”

Volunteer  opportunities available during the
length of National Volunteer Week showcase a wide breadth
of groups and events across the Region that are in need of
assistance.

Large scale events alone include A Taste for Life, held by
the AIDS Committee of York Region, bringing together area
restaurants (in Aurora’s case, Chinook and Bonsai Hill Tea
House) where 25 per cent of bills will be donated to the AIDS
Committee. Held this Wednesday, April 24, Bonsai Hill will
offer two seatings of high tea with reservations at 1.30 p.m.
and 3.30 p.m. Chinook is also taking reservations for a set
dinner menu at $45 per person. For more information, visit
www.atasteforlife.org/york-region.html.

Volunteers are also needed for blood drives for the
Canadian Blood Services at a number of events in Aurora.
The first is on Thursday, April 25 at the Aurora branch of the
Royal Canadian Legion (105 Industrial Parkway) from 2 p.m.
-8 p.m., on the Friday at Town Hall from 11.30 a.m. —2.30 p.m.,
and up in Newmarket at the York Region Headquarters on
Yonge Street from 9 a.m. — 12 noon.

Beyond Volunteer Week, Neighbourhood Network’s
website, wwwneighbourhoodnetwork.org, showcases an
ever-growing list of volunteer opportunities throughout
the Region. Upcoming chances include placements for
pantry help at the Aurora Food Pantry, gala volunteers
for the Alzheimer’s Society of York Region, tree planters
with the Aurora Community Arboretum, daffodil sales
for the Canadian Cancer Society, and drivers for CHATS —
Community and Home Assistance to Seniors.

Beyond these often seasonal placements, seasons also
bring a change in what volunteers are needed to do. With
winter not yet a memory, the need for people shovelling snow
for those who are otherwise unable to do so themselves has
also been a growing mandate for the group.

When Mr. Taylor appeared before Council this month, this
was underscored by Councillor Wendy Gaertner who said
with the ageing population, ensuring seniors have shovelled
driveways is becoming a serious problem.

“Clearing sidewalks is what we try to do,” said Mr. Taylor.
“We try to find someone in their community area and pair a
youth with a senior to come and do their walks. We currently
have about 55 different seniors who are using that facility each
year. It is very important and we would like to increase that,
but it also takes a volunteer who makes it a priority through
the night to be there in the morning.”

Solar panels coming to public buildings

By Brock Weir

Town Hall and the Aurora Public Library are set to
become two local hubs of solar power.

Council is set to approve this week a new contract
which will see two separate 10 KW solar panel systems
located at the public buildings under the Province of
Ontario’s microFIT program.

The program, otherwise known as the Feed-In Tariff
initiative, encourages property owners both public and
private to install solar power generation stations on
their property. Through the program, electricity that is
generated is fed directly back into the provincial power
grid and the property owners are able to reap payment
for the electricity provided.

Local initiatives under both the FIT program and
the microFIT program have been a long time coming in
Aurora. Other initiatives proposed in this Town include
the leasing out of roof space at the Stronach Aurora
Recreation Complex (SARC) to a third party for solar
generation with the contract holder making money from

Continued on page 25

Volunteers fanned out across Aurora Saturday for the Mayor’s Anti-Litter. The Muzyk Family - Sharyn, Jasmynne
and DJ joined Mayor Dawe in picking up litter on the north side of Wellington Street at Bayview Avenue near
Longos. Afterwards, volunteers were welcomed back to Town Park where the Mayor and Greg Foster of M&M
Meats whipped up hamburgers for the hardworking crowd.

Thanks to the following sponsors:

M MAGNA

—THE AURORAN —

Aurora’s Independent Community Newspaper

GLOBALVU
1.800.997.6016
www.globalvu.ca

i Banner

The Exhibitors, the staff at the Aurora Community Centre, Maltby Electric,
Boneyard Event Services, The Optimist Club of Aurora, Ellis Studios,
Dad’s BBQ Zone, Jonathan’s Restaurant, and the many volunteers
throughout the show, especially the Home Show Committee, led by
Robin Taylor-Smith of The Partnership Network.

Thanks also to the Feature Area committee:

Janice Clements of Clements Interiors, Jack Roeleveld of Jack’s Landscaping,
and George Hughes of Lifestyle Windows and Doors, together with all the
local businesses who supplied the furniture and accessories for the
Designer Rooms and the many volunteers who worked to set up
and take down these rooms.

Thank you to everyone who helped make the 2013 Aurora Home Show a success:

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Grant and Pat Purssell, centre, were congratulated by Judy Marshall, CEO of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce
and Chamber Chair Paul Smith last week. The Purssells were the Grand Prize winners of the Aurora Chamber of

Commerce Home Show contest of two tickets to travel anywhere in the world Westjet flies.

Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan



THE AURORAN, Tuesday, April 23,2013 Page 13

KYARD
o POOL & SPA COMPANY
%@MMIM% 20 years in business

o Ghemicals » Spas o Solar Blankets  Solar Rollers » Pumps & Filters  Toys & Inflatables
* Heaters » Automatic Gleaners o Above-Ground Pools ¢ Maintenance Equipment o Salt Systems

OUR ANNUAL TRUCKLOAD SALE - APRIL 26, 27 & 28

INGROUND
LINER FLOATING
INSTALLATIONS LOUNGE
FOR ALL TYPES CHAIR
OF POOLS iy
* thﬁ: ;ggg.egsgast
sﬁAss BOOK YOUR
POOL OPENING NOW!
Don Smith i é
Aurora, L4G 163 905-713-2317 .

Second location now open: 213-225 The Queensway S., Unit 4, Keswick 905-535-2317
www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

*2012 MAAX SPA CANADIAN DEALER OF THE YEAR™
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Richmond Hill Subaru
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RichmondHillSubaru.com
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Tigers welcome new associate coach

By Jeff Doner

The Aurora Tigers Junior A hockey club has
announced Tomas Milne has been hired as an
associate coach and will immediately join the team
in preparation of the upcoming 2013-14 season.

Milne has been coaching the York-Simcoe AAA
minor midget hockey team and running his Aurora
based business, Raised Edge Inc.

The Aurora native has previous coaching
experience with the Tigers, running the team’s
defense during its Royal Bank Cup winning season
in 2004.

Milne said he is excited to be back in fold.

“It’s great. The last time I was with the Tigers was

almost 10 years ago when we won the Royal Bank
Cup,” he said. “JR [James Richmond] approached
me recently, asked if I would be interested and we
sat down and chatted over the last couple days and
we came to an agreement and I’m going to be named
associate coach and I’'m going to run the defense, so
I’'m pretty happy.”

Milne joins head coach Richmond and assistants
Mike Doyle and John Ceci on the bench and said he
has already started recruiting players for next season.

Richmond said Milne is a great fit for the Tigers
who are looking to shore up their defensive system
for next season.

“We were looking to get a guy that’s been with
Aurora, is from Aurora and he’s won the RBC with

Aurora before,” said Richmond. “He’s comfortable
running the defense and he knows the minor league
players well with the background he’s got.”

Richmond added he has a past working with Milne
(recently as coaches with the under-17 program) and
knows what he brings to the table.

“We’ve got some history there between he and I
and he really wanted to come on board, so it was a
great fit for us. It’s great that he’s coming on board.”

Milne also has extensive background with
recruitment and developing young players, which
will also help the Tigers in the long run.

“He’s really good at developing young guys,”
said Richmond. “He seems to be best at running the
defense and that’s a hole that we needed to fill.”

Aurora MinorHockey Association

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING
2013/2014 REGISTRATION

On-Line Registration begins:

In-House Registration dates:

one year of Opti Hockey.

September 1, 2013.

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY!

Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players
registered on or before June 30, 2013.
We will not add teams in September to accommodate late registrants.

April 1, 2013*
April 3, 10, 17, 24, 25, May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 (6 — 9 pm)
April 6, 20, 27, May 11, 18, 25 (10 am — 1:00 pm)
AMHA Office at ACC1

Tryout Passports must be purchased prior to rep tryouts and can be purchased
during the in-house registration dates. Please refer to our website
www.auroraminorhockey.net for Rep tryouts policies and schedule.

REGISTRATION fees for the 2013/2014 season are:

$530.00 Players born 1993 through 2007*

$ 50.00 Late fee effective June 1 — 30, 2013
$100.00 Late fee effective July 1, 2013

$ 50.00 Non-Resident Fee (if applicable)

*First time registrants in Tyke born 2006/2007 must register in person
& provide a copy of a birth certificate and proof ofresidency. It is
recommended that 2007 players have either taken skating lessons or completed

A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players.
Late fees do not apply to new registrants.
The payment schedule is posted on the website.

Full refunds will be issued to anyone withdrawing prior to

Players MUST be registered PRIOR to any tryouts for
AAA or any AMHA rep team. AMHA tryouts begin May 1, 2013.

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

New Roads

Automotive Group™
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Exit interview with Aurora Tiger
Blake Forslund

By Jeff Doner

Over the next few
weeks, The Auroran is
doing a series of Q and
A’s with some of the
Aurora Tigers Junior
A players who are
moving on to the next
step in their hockey and
academic careers. Next
up is steady centreman
Blake Forslund.

Born: Owen Sound,
ON

Age/birthday:
25,1992 (21)

Seasons with Tigers:
1

Shoots: Left

Position: Centre

Past hockey career:
Played a year each in
Collingwood and Niagara
Falls, then two years
in  Orangeville with
the Flyers before being
traded to Aurora at the
trade deadline.

Season Stats with
Tigers: GP15-G5-A7-

Feb.

PTS 12 - PIM 6
Best memory playing
with  Tigers: “That

would be the first playoff
win, because that was my
first ever Jr. A playoff
win.”

What’s on tap for
next season: “Next
year I’ve committed to
Fredonia State University
just over the border in
New York. I'm going to be
taking law there.”

Why this school? “I
liked the coaches. I've
heard good things about
the program and it’s in
a division that’s not too
far from my house - only
about four hours from
Owen Sound. I went down
twice before I made my

decision. Fredonia just
felt good. I'm really glad
I get to move on with
hockey.”

Hobbies: “I do a lot of
fishing and I like to go to
the beach.”

Any other sports?
“I played baseball and
lacrosse growing up.”

Favourite movie:
“Dazed and Confused. It’s
a great movie.”

Favourite sports
movie: “Youngblood.”

On your ipod: “I don’t
know how to use an iPod
— I'm not very good with
technology. But I listen
to mostly country. Jason
Aldean would probably
be my favourite country
artist.”

Favourite hockey
team and why?
“Definitely the Leafers.
For sure they could
be a good team in the
playoffs.”

Who will win the
Stanley Cup this year?
“If T had to pick one team,
it would have to be the
Penguins. I think Crosby
is going to get back by the
second round and they
are just too deep.”

Favourite NHL
player: “Darcy Tucker. I
love Tucker.”

Which super hero
would you want to be,
why? “I would definitely
be Spider Man, because I
grew up watching him.”

Who is your hero/
idol/role model?
“Family. I look up to my
family. I’'ve been moved
away for a while, so it’s
sometimes hard to keep
real tight, but I'm close
to them all. My brother
plays for Orangeville

LET’S MAKE
EXCELLENT

HAPPEN.

S

OYWMiay

SHOES

EST. 1970

now.”

Best thing about
playing for the Tigers:
“I got to win. That was
easily the best part. I
think we only lost one
game in the 15 games
I was there until the
playoffs, so that was
pretty fun.”

What will you miss
about it: “The boys. I'll
miss them a lot. They’re
all beauties there.”

Who is the funniest
guy on the team: “The
guy that made me laugh
the most was definitely
Sikura.”

What type of hockey
player are you, what
are you known for? “I'm
a two-way guy and I like
to stir the pot a bit.”

Bestaccomplishment
on and off the ice:
“Probably having two 20
plus goal seasons. Off
the ice, would definitely
be graduating with good
enough marks to get
into university. I'm not
the best in school and I
battled hard in Grade 12
to get the grades.”

If you had a slogan
or motto, what would
it be: “Mine is from a
movie: “Knowledge of
non knowledge is power
man.” [From Fubar].

Are you
superstitious? “Not
at all, no. I find that
superstitions just mess
with my head, because if
you can’t do something,
you automatically think
you’re going to play bad,
soIjusttry to go out there
with a steady attitude and
just try to be prepared.
But some guys love it, so

Continued on page 24

DON’'T FORGET - EARN FREE SHOES - JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

Celebrating our 43rd year of business in Aurora.

Aurora Tigers’ Blake Forslund.
Photo by Shawn Muir/OJHL Images

York Police take on Czechs in three game tourney

By Jeff Doner

Police officers from two hockey
nations are about to collide on the ice at
the Stronach Recreation Complex this
week — Canada and the Czech Republic.

The event is being organized by retired
police officer Chris Barratt, president of
the local chapter for the International
Police Association (IPA), which is an
organization that promotes friendship
among all law enforcement officers all
over the world.

Its membership currently exceeds
400,000 in 63 countries.

Barrett, with help from a friend in
Prague, has arranged for a hockey team
of both active and retired police officers
and firemen from the Czech Republic to
come all the way to Aurora to face off
against some of York Regions finest in a
three game tournament.

Barratt said the idea for the series was
drawn up between himself and a retired
officer from Prague, Vladimir Macek,
who Barratt has kept in touch with over
the years since meeting at an IPA event
some years ago.

“He’s an avid hockey player and we
jived back and forth about the Canadian
team and the Czech team and he got a hold
of me and said he is going to bring a team
composed of several police officers and

P,

government employees from the Czech
Republic to play our guys here,” he said.

Macek is the captain of the Czech
Panthers hockey team and will be leading
a team of seven police officers, two
firefighters and one civil servant into the
tournament.

The Czech team has players from 30
to over 50 years old and will be evenly
matched against three separate York
Regional Police teams.

Macek said his team features a good
mix of speed and skill and the teams
should match up evenly.

“It’s going to be a friendly game for
fun. Although hockey players will be
hockey players and the competitive
nature can come out,” Barratt said with
alaugh.

There is no charge for admission and
the hope is to get a good crowd for this
fun series.

“We’re not charging and we’d love to
see some people out there cheering,” said
Barratt.

The series kicks off on Friday, April
26 at 9 a.m., followed by game two on
Sunday, April 28 at 8 a.m. and finally
game three on Monday, April 29 at 3 p.m.

All games will be played at the
Stronach Recreation Complex located
at 1400 Wellington St. E. in the Town of
Aurora.

905-727-9391

%

14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre
www.omarsshoes.com

Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes
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COMING THIS SPRING TO AURORA
DANIELS’ NEWEST FULLY-BUILT COMMUNITY

&

m

\) TOWNS & SEMIS ™\

IN AURORA

OMES
CONDOMINIUM TOWNHOMES FREEHOLD SEMI-DETACHED H

FULLY-BUILT CONDO TOWNS
& FREEHOLD SEMIS

FROM 3$389,900

BUY WITH

5%

DOWN

g AT
30, 60 MODEL OF EVERY ALREADY

& 90 DAY HOME DESIGN UNDER
MOVE-INS! BEFORE YOU BUY! CONSTRUCTION

THE DANIELS CORPORATION’S NEWEST BUILD-IT-FIRST COMMUNITY IS COMING THIS SPRING TO AURORA

. Three Bedroom Condominium Townhomes . Three and Four Bedroom Freehold Semi-Detached Homes
. Located at the southeast corner of St. John’s Sideroad and Bayview Avenue
. Close to retail, restaurants, parks, schools and highways 404 & 407 ETR

DISCOVER YOUR HOME SWEET HOME TODAY!

REGISTER TODAY

FOR OUR PREVIEW EVENT THIS SPRING!

__Daniels
IOve Where ou IiveTM Daniels-Lewis-Honey
905-853.4443 Official Developer ofTIFZBeII Lightbox @LewisHoney140

llustrations are artist’s concept. Prices, programs and specifications are subject to change without notice. Brokers Protected. E.&O.E. All brand names, logos, images, text and graphics are copyright
of the owners, The Daniels Corporation, and reproduction in any form, without prior written permission, is strictly prohibited.

DanielsLewisHoney.com
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g L.H. LIND REA.LTYINQ

“Service with Professionalism” 905-841-0000 » 416-410-8223

L.H. LIND

Ontario’s only...
IS0 9001:2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

$599,900

112 ACRE
POTTAGEVILLE BEAUTY!

STONEHAVEN "BEAUTY"
WITH POOL!

31,250,000

INNISFIL! 25 ACRES! CUSTOM
BUNGALOW AND 3000 SF SHOP!

REALTY INC.

okersge [

Curb appeal & more!
Soaring 9 ft ceilings!
Open concept floor plan!
Gleaming ~ hardwood
strip floors!  Gourmet
kitchen! Den! Master
with gas fireplace &
enticing 4 peice ensuite
wistepup whirlpool
bath and oversize glass
shower! Smooth ceil-
ings! Nicely finished
lower level too! Stone
patio! Oversized garage,
great for contractor or
hobbyist! Loads of park-
ing! 5 mins. to Hwy 400!

Quality  “Heron”  built
3500SF 4 bedroom execu-
tive home on professionally
landscaped lot! Soaring
9 foot ceilings! Gleaming
hrdwd strip floors! Sepa-
rate formal living room and
dining room Huge mod-
ern ceramic kitchen open
to spacious family room,
both  overlooking pool!
Main flr den! ~ Master
whis and hers  walk-
ins and inviting 5 piece
ensuite!  Big secondary
bedrooms! Child-safe court
location and much more!

Bring  your  business
home! Paved road ac-
cess! 3 minutes to High-
way 27! 2000+ square
foot, 8 year old bunga-
low! Open concept with
bright,  professionally
finished lower level with
in-law potential! Over-
sized heated double
garage! Separate 3000
SF shop with 3 drive-in
bay doors, 18 foot clear
height and heated work-
room! Loads of parking
for trailers & trucks!

AURORA’'S TOR'SALES PRODUCER 2012,

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: twitter.com/lblindrealty
OR BECOME A FEAN ON FACEBOOK: FACEBOOK.com/Iblindrealty

Feature Properties

AURORA'S “GATED"
STONEBRIDGE CONDO TOWNHOME!

RICHMOND HILL BUNGALOW BEAUTY

51,749,900

KING! 4200 SF BUNGALOFT!
GATED 9 ACRES

It's a beauty! Shows to
perfection! Open concept!
Large 2-story living
room/dining  room!
Gleaming hardwood
floors! Gourmet cen-
tre island kitchen
open to spacious fam-
ily room with lime-
stone floor-to-ceiling
fireplace! Inviting
master with enticing
marble ensuite and
walkout to balcony!
Knockout builder fin-
ished walkout lower
level! Backs to ravine!
5 min. to Hwy 404!

Quiet court location!
2500 square feet! Open
concept ~ floor plan!
Soaring 9 foot ceilings!
Gleaming hardwood
strip floors! Large liv-
ing-dining  room combi-
nation! ~ Huge modem
eatin centre island kitch-
en! Master with inviting
ensuite and walk-in closet!
Professionally finished
lower level with 2 bed-
room in-law - great two-
family home! Pool-sized
professionally  landscaped
premium lot too!

Its a beauty! Picturesque
setting! Soaring 10" ceilings,
open concept plan! Includes
a 600 square foot loft! Up-
graded hardwood plank
flooring! Gourmet kitchen
with built-in- stainless steel
appliances and leather finish
granite counters! Massive
great room with vaulted
beamed ceiling and custom
fireplace! Enticing master
with 6 piece ensuite! Gated!
Oversized triple garage! 4
acres fenced! 5 minutes to
Hwy 27 & Hwy 400!

$778,888

4 BEDROOM END UNIT
CONDO BUNGALOFT LINK!

SENSATIONAL BUNGALOFT!
FINISHED BASEMENT T0O!

$1,895,000

KLEINBURG SPECTACULAR
1.45 ACRE RAVINE! BUNGALOW GEM!

Broker of
Record/Owner

Gated exclusivity in
Aurora’s Stonebridge!
Loaded with  up-
grades. 9 foot ceilings!
Updated kitchen
with quartz stone
counters! Ground
floor master with 5
piece ensuite. Bright
professionally finished
walkout lower level
with huge family room
and 2 more bedrooms!
Ensuites to all bed-
rooms!  Backs to
ravine!

Wow! Bloomington
and Bayview! 60 ft. lot!
Stone, stucco & brick!
Soaring 10 foot ceilings!
Gleaming hardwood strip
floors! Separate formal
LR and DR! Gourmet
kitchen wibig eat-in area
open concept to massive
2-storey family room!
Gound floor master with
enticing ensuite and big
walk-in! Two large 2nd
floor bdrms each with
ensuite bath!  Knock-out
open concept prof fin.
bsmt too!

Immaculately kept with
sensational views over
scenic ravine and Binder
Twine Park! Sprawling
ranch bungalow with
huge open concept
living-dining combo w/
fieldstone ~ fireplace!
Centre island kit w/
built-in  appliances &
w/o to deck or three
season room! Main flr
den! Master w/dressing
rm and 5pc ensuite!
Professionally ~ finished
open concept lower
level too!

Salesperson alesperson

JACKIE MARTIN
S

alesperson

HEEEE

LENARD LIND EVA O’SULLIVAN ADAM LIND
S

MIKE LIND

Salesperson

15105 Yonge St., Suite 100, Aurora

lenard@Ihlindrealty.com
View virtual tour for most listings
@www.lhlindrealty.com

Immaculately kept and
elegantly upgraded!
Gourmet updated kitch-
en with top-of-the-line
appliances and granite
counters!  Massive fam
rm “open” to kit with
gleaming hardwood
strip floors and wood-
burning fireplace! Huge
den with fireplace and
vaulted ceiling!  Large
bedrooms!  Master with

STONEHAVEN GEM!
POOL SIZED LOT!

inviting ensuite and sit-
ting area! Quiet child-
safe crescent steps to
park!

Aurora’s gateway to the
business core!  Atten-
tion owner occupiers
& investors! Exception-
al quality medical and
office use building with
16 parking spots! Nu-
merous uses!  Llarge
reception and principal
room sizes! 2 wash-

AURORA MEDICAL/OFFICE!
CENTURY CHARACTER & CHARM!

rooms!  R5-18 zoned!
Why lease when you
could own!

$3,800,000

“KLEINBURG”
REDEVELOPMENT
2+ ACRES
NASHVILLE SIDEROAD

3 Road Frontages! 559
ft. on Nashviulle Sdrd.,
310 ft. on Putting
Green Cres,, & 214 ft.
on Coldspring Rd.!
Great infill site for con-
dominium or freehold
exec.  townhomes!
Great exposure! Sew-
ers 1 block away! Suits
provincial  mandate

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT SITE

for intensification! Do
not go direct - by appt.
only!

Call today for a “FREE” Property Evaluation!* 905-841-0000

tbased on IMS Stats Aurora Offices

*Some conditions apply.

The VICTORIA 2361 SQ.FT.

ly

IINOSIaY Call 705-436-2100

wwaancasierhomeS.ca Sat., Sun. & Holidays: 12pm - 5pm

40’ & 50’ Lots

STANDARD FEATURES INCLUDE:
* ENERGY STAR® Qualified Homes!'
* 9ft. Ceilings on Main Floor * All Clay Brick
e 2 Car Garages? ¢ Gas Fireplace®

5km to Innisfil Beach Park

SALES OFFICE HOURS:

Mon. - Thurs.: Tpm - 7pm

Fri.: By appointment only

1-The ENERGY STAR® mark is administered and promoted in Canada by Natural Resources Canada. Used with permission.

From the low 5300'5

each

\ Hwy 400 \ =>
10th Siderd.

| Kiamey

nisfil | B Rd. @ CENRE
it B

|
MODEL HOMES
& SALES

_ﬂsne

\ 20th Siderd

2-Two Models are excluded. 3-Innisfil model excluded. 4-For a limited time only. Prices & specifications are subject to change without notice. All images are artist’s concept. Map not to scale. E. & O.E.
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(Left) Budding artists Michael Teuma-Castelletti, Ben Dobson, Katie Pryde, Lindsey Chalmers, and Alex Hawkins were among the six York Region artists paired with pro-
fessional, practicing artists through Artcures Inc’s Mentorship in Motion program. The program was founded by (right) Aurora’s Herbert Pryke, who joined the artists, MP
Lois Brown, and Mayor Geoffrey Dawe for the exhibition’s wrap-up reception at the Aurora Cultural Centre Saturday.

Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Mentorship in Motion could get boost from McMichael gallery

By Brock Weir

Mentorship in Motion, the artistic
collaboration between six established York
Region artists and six budding artists
working through challenges, wrapped their
2012 tour at the Aurora Cultural Centre on
Saturday.

The program, which was founded
by Aurora’s Herbert Pryke through his
Artcures Inc. initiative, was an offshoot of
his belief that art can provide an outlet to
“express, inform, evaluate, provide therapy,
and to heal” and provide a way through
the creative process to “soothe and heal the
mind, body and soul.”

Among the collaborators in this year’s
initiative were Mr. Pyke and his mentee
Michael Teuma-Castelletti who have both
battled cancer. Their work, benefiting KC’s
Cancer Cushion Fund, was inspired by
The Avengers, showcasing the superheroes
doing battle with a cancer cell.

Ernestine Tahedl teamed up with
Lindsey Chalmers to create a colourful work

of peonies to benefit DramaWay, a program
to provide fine arts to people with special
needs. The work of Joan Armour and Alex
Hawkins depicting a landscape they found
by chance walking through the Oak Ridges
Moraine helped support Bereaved Families
of Ontario - York Region, while the team of
Lilian Ghazarian and Kanta Khalid helped
the Canadian Centre for Abuse Awareness.

Jill Segal and Katie Pryde’s embracing
work went to highlight the Sick Kids
Foundation, while the work of Cesan
d’Ornellas Levine and Ben Dobson, the
largest mixed media piece in the gallery, went
to benefit the Geneva Centre for Autism.

“I know it is called Mentorship in Motion,
and no disrespect to the mentors that
provided all the training, but I would call
it Through Your Eyes,” said Newmarket-
Aurora MP Lois Brown at the closing
reception on Saturday afternoon. “What
we have seen through these pieces of art is
through to the souls of some of these young
people who have participated and you have
let us touch a little piece of what your life is

about...and I believe that is what art truly
is.”

Ms. Brown was joined at the reception by
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe. He said that looking
around the exhibition he was truly engaged
in the work.

“There are three main transformatives
in life - love, culture and learning — and all
three of them are perfectly exemplified
here,” he said. “What is mentorship if it
is not learning or teaching someone else?
There is obvious love just looking at art. You
can see the love there and it is so fabulous
in this exhibition [to show] the transference
of one group of artists to another group,
creating some incredible pieces to partake
in, to absorb, and take something away
from it.”

Laura Schembri, Executive Director
of the Aurora Cultural Centre said recent
visitors to the Church Street landmark had
a chance to do exactly that, when they held
training sessions for suicide prevention.

“The inspiration that your art gave to this
group was commented on several times,” Ms.

Schembri told the assembled artists. “Your
stories helped formulate some of these very
important discussions and it has created
a lot of joy as well. That is what was really
needed in there. The joy and celebration [the
art] exhibits was really, really important.
It had a positive impact on people and it is
going to be paid forward.”

Through the success of the exhibition,
Mr. Pryke presented each group with a
cheque for $1,000 for their selected charities.
This success could also play a key factor in
the evolution of the Mentorship in Motion
project itself.

Through its circuit of York Region,
the show stopped for a two week run
at Kleinberg’s McMichael  Gallery
Participating artist Jill Segal said she and
Mr. Pryke had been in talks with the gallery
after they expressed interest in taking on the
responsibility of the program. Bringing the
gallery on board would ensure its continued
success and growth on a much larger scale
not just through the facilities they offer, but
also through their regular funding sources.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Celebrations bring together 150 voices for 150 years

By Brock Weir

The sounds of over 150
voices from all over York
Region will come together
in song this Saturday, one
for each year of Aurora’s
years.

Aurora United Church
will host the choral
celebration Saturday
eveningat6.30 p.m.,coming
together in a celebration of
Aurora’s past, present and
future.

“I thought since this is
Aurora’s 150" anniversary,
if we’re going to do it, we
might as well do it now,”
said Sylvia Gilchrist, chair
of the concert event. “I
am a member of the choir
committee and it was put
to them we should do this.
The consensus was this
was too much work, but
I was involved with the
Aurora Horse Show and
Fair for many years and
I said it couldn’t be any

worse than that!”

The resulting
organizing committee
sprang out of the

Evergreen Choir whose
home base is the Aurora
Seniors’ Centre. Under
the direction of Dr
Richard Heinzele, the
director himself is no
stranger to similar choral
celebrations.

From that starting point
they sent out invitations to
a slew of different choirs
and several have joined up,
including the Evergreen
Choir, the York Region
French Choir, the Men of
Note Male Voice Choir, the
York Region Community
Choir, the United Church
Youthful Spirits Choir and
the York Region Keynotes.

“We have the seniors
choir, we have the young,
the in-between, the men,
and the seniors, so there is
something for everyone,”
says Ms. Gilchrist. “In
terms of the music, each
choir collected their own
music for the part they
are doing on their own
and each choir will be
performing for about 10
minutes on their own.
Then we all come together

at the end for the massed
choir. For the final two
songs, there will be a
massed choir of about 150
voices at least.

“Richard selected the
two pieces for the massed
choir. The first one we are
singing is a new piece by
a Canadian, Larry Nichol,
and it is called All the
Little Rivers. It is about
all the rivers of Canada
and we name them as we
sing them. It is really quite
effective as the images are
projected onto the walls of
the church. The final piece
that ends the whole concert
is a piece by Handel, Ye
Boundless Realms of Joy
which will be accompanied
by an organist.”

During the final number
images of Aurora’s past
and present will also
envelop the audience.

“It has really gotten to
be quite an amazing event
and just before the massed
choir, Mayor Geoff Dawe
will be saying a few words,”
Ms. Gilchrist elaborates

See “Church” on page 22
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Lindsay McBride won third place at the recent inter-
national Irish Dance competitions in Boston. Pictured
at her Newmarket studio with her trophy, the Aurora
dancer is determined to get to the top of the podium
in 2014. Auroran photo by Brock Weir

McBride takes third in International Irish Dance competition

By Brock Weir

Some people don’t take the sting of
defeat in their stride.

Others take it and parlay it
into something more useful and
productive.

Aurora’s Lindsay McBride falls
into the second camp. The 20 year old
Irish Dancer recently placed third in
the world in the International Irish
Dancing Championships in Boston
last month.

An enthusiastic and passionate
dancer for over 16 years, Ms. McBride
is no stranger to the international
competitions. In the first year
attending the competition in Ireland,
she placed 27%. The next year she
didn’t place at all. The following year
she came in 24™ place, but dropped
down to 40™ place by the time of the
2011 competitions.

“Then I got really angry,” she
says with a laugh. “Then I worked
really hard and got seventh last year
and now third. Once I got that 40%, I
realised I didn’t like that and started
to work that much harder. You use
it as motivation to make you better.
Sometimes if people do badly, they
think, ‘Oh, I suck! or T'm not very
good,” but you just have to use it to
make you mad and then make you
better.”

Ms. McBride, a native of
Stouftville, moved to Aurora when she
was in elementary school, attending
Lester B. Pearson Public School and
later Aurora High School. She first
caught the Irish Dancing bug when
she was just six, innocently spying a
registration booth at Upper Canada
Mall for the Newmarket-based Irish
Dance Studio at Upper Canada Mall.

“I could do it!” she says of what
initially sparked her imagination
with the colourful and rhythmic
performances. “I could pick up the
steps really easily. I had no troubles

with remembering anything. I got it
and I was good at it, I had lots of fun
and it was just a passion that was
found.”

From there, she branched out into
gymnastics and ballet, and dancing is
now practically second nature to her.

While her family was always
supportive, she jokes that some
members, including her grandparents,
were initially skeptical of her dreams
to become a professional dancer. All
doubts were erased, however, once she
returned home from Boston with her
third place trophy.

Taking her skills abroad has not
been limited to the international
competitions in Ireland and
Massachusetts. She has travelled
extensively with some of her
teammates throughout the United
States, the British Isles, and parts of
continental Europe. The trips, she
says, are a lot of fun and opportunities
she would not have otherwise been
able to take without her passion for
Irish dancing, and also afford her the
opportunities to see the unexpected.

“In Ireland they like to busk,”
she recalls, admitting that coming
to perform Irish dancing on the
Irish home turf can be a somewhat
intimidating and daunting prospect.
“When you do downtown there
are people everywhere doing the
accordion dancing, I saw one guy
playing the piano in the streets and
crazy stuff like that. There is a feeling
of going over and crossing an ocean to
a different country that...is freeing.”

In preparing for her third place
finish this year, Ms. McBride was
determined to ensure that she stood
out in the crowd. Having been in
competition for so long, she was
familiar with many of the people there
andshecouldscopeoutthecompetition
long before arriving in Boston. That
too brings its own challenges. One of
her chief competitors has gone head
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to head with her for over six years ago
and everyone, she says, expects her to
be good. Sometimes worry creeps in
that the judges place certain familiar
faces out of somewhat of a routine but
she said she was quick to banish those
thoughts and persevere.

“I'm from Canada and people don’t
really know who I am, so I have to be
bigger and better able to get noticed,”
she says. “That is a hard thing to do
when nobody knows who you are.
I just wanted to be really good. I had
worked really, really, really hard and
my dance teacher (Emily Babbyn)
has put so much work into helping me
become the dancer I am. I never give
up and just keep pushing no matter
what. There is no massive thing I can
do than just work really hard.”

Hard work aside, other factors
helped her stand out, she says. This
included a new wig that was more
natural looking than the elaborate
curls synonymous with Irish dancing,
and a new dress. Costumes, she added,
can be a challenge with the best of the
best often clocking at over £1,200 a pop
direct from Ireland but costing a bit
extra for a little more bling.

“I go in for the bling, the more bling
the merrier!”

This combination of hard work,
perseverance, a new look, and, of
course, the bling all conspired to make
for a highly successful competition.

“Of course I wanted to win and
of course I wanted to get top three,
but I think being on the podium for
now was a good goal because I had
never been there before,” she says.
“I was really happy, my parents were
really happy, and I think everyone was
crying. It was exciting and random
people I didn’t know were coming up
to me and congratulating me. One
thing I really like is appreciating the
work I have done and knowing that
other people appreciate it too.

“Now I want to win!”

Meridian
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Paul Devlin, a long-time educator and principal in the
York Catholic District School Board system, was hon-
oured by his provincial peers with their Distinguished

Service Award.

Supplied photo

Skate Board Park
designs delayed

By Brock Weir

Aurora skaters could
soon have input on the
Town’s new skate park.

Council will be asked
next month to take a
closer look at some of
the costs surrounding
the proposed skate board
park, which is slated to
be built at the Aurora
Family Leisure Complex
in  conjunction with
the Town’s new Youth
Centre/Community
Space for Youth.

A recommendation
was up for consideration
by Council at the
committee level last
Tuesday calling for them
to establish an upset
limit for the design and
construction of the park
but, dueto time, it was put
over until May 7. During
budget deliberations
and discussions over
the youth space, Council
asked staff to come back
with a variety of options
that could be available to
give them a better idea of
what kind of bang they
would get for the buck.
These included a $200,000
plan, a $500,000 plan and
an $800,000 plan set as the
maximum.

“InresponsetoCouncil
direction, staff contacted
representatives of the
CanadianRampCompany
(CRC), a firm that deals
exclusively with the
design and construction
of skateboard parks
throughout Canada,”
said Al Downey, Aurora’s
Director of Parks and
Recreation, in a report to
Council.

He goes on to note that
working with the group,
they visited the proposed
siteatthecomplexandthe
company has provided
them with examples of
skate parks they have

established around the
province at the three
pricing levels. With this
in place, the next step is
the implementation plan.

In addition to
establishing the
preferred site - the

report notes that staff
and the company are
in agreement that the
right spot 1is where
the complex’ turning
circle is - community
engagement will take
place.

This is the first step
in an eight step design
process they propose,
he said. The other seven
being a site review, 3-D
illustrations, video
demonstrations, a cost
estimate, materials
analysis, landscaping
and an overall plan to
ensure its future success.

“This service is
available for $5,000,” he
said. “Staff recommend
moving forward with
this proposal once the
skateboard park budget
is approved by Council.”

$50,000 has been
allocated for design
work.

When Council took
the youth space concept
out to students last
year, a skate park was
one of the most buzzed
about components to
the plan. While some
students expressed
some excitement about
the possibilities of an
outdoor skate park,
others said that since
Hickson Park already
has a similar design,
they would get better use
out of an indoor park.

Staff, however,
said that there is an
opportunity to use

Newmarket’s indoor
skate park and there was
no need to duplicate that
service.

Local principal found fulfillment outside of first calling

By Brock Weir

Growing up almost in
the middle of the pack
with multiple older and
younger siblings, Paul
Devlin was a pretty
ordinary kid.

He played football and
hockey, he roughhoused,
and attended Catholic
Church with his family,
but what might have
set him apart for the
others was his devout
interest in everything
that wunfolded during
and beyond the Sunday
service.

It got to the point
where he would sit his
younger siblings around
the dining room table,
grab a loaf of Wonder
bread, and a Dbottle
cap to help carve out
communion hosts from
the loaf, and said his
own little mass for them.

It shouldn’t have
come as any surprise,
therefore, that Mr.
Devlin  thought his
calling was to be a priest.
Growing up with a great
amount of respect for
his church leaders and
the missionary work
one priest in particular
— his uncle - carried
out at the local and
international level, he
wanted to follow their
example.

But as the Aurora
resident went through
his education, through
undergrad studies at
St. Michael’s College
and a Masters of Arts
in  Moral Theology
from the Toronto
School of Theology, he
began to think his true
calling lay elsewhere.
Mildly disillusioned
with some aspects of
church hierarchy, he
realised his energies
would be best served
as an educator after a
chance meeting with an
alumnus at a University
of Toronto function.

“When I studied
moral theology, it said
to me the priesthood
wasn’t for me,” he says.
“I couldn’t make that
type of commitment.
There were issues I
had certainly from an
academic perspective.
Not at any time did
I question my faith,
but I did question the
dictates I don’t think
are particularly based
in Jesus.”

When discussing his
faith, there are several
issues that could be
considered to set him
apart from what many
view as the pillars of
the faith. In order for
the church’s survival,
there have been several
key points that the
Catholic faith has had
to adapt to ensure its
survival, he says. These
include setting up a
church hierarchy not
dissimilar to the Roman
senate of the fourth
century, to what he
suspects are present day
church leaders trying
to slow the reforms
brought about in the
1960s through Vatican
II in the fear of moving
too fast in society.

He is also open to the
concept of a changing
clergy, including women
who have genuinely
had the calling to be
priests, but have had
to look to outside the
Catholic faith for the

opportunities to find
their fulfilment.
When the chance

encounter showed him
that his talents might
be put to better use
elsewhere, it started
on a long road which
recently brought him
significant recognition.

“One fall, I was
involved with a touch
football game with some
alumni and at the end of
one of these Saturday
afternoons over some
beer and hot dogs we
got to talking and [the
alumnus] told me he
taught religion,” he
recalls. “He had a great
sense of humour and he
invited me to come to
high school and see what
it was like. I went and
was mesmerized by this
gentleman and the way
he interacted with the
young guys in his class.
He touched something
in me. I was interested
in justice issues and he
was preaching a social
gospel in the classroom
and I loved it.”

From there, he
pursued his new goal,
obtaining a Masters

of Education degree

and eventually put this

education into action
as a teacher, a vice
principal, and then

for several years as a
principal. He recently
retired as principal
of St. Luke’s Catholic
Learning Centre, an
organization under the
umbrella of the York
Catholic District School
Board in Woodbridge.
For his work, he was
recently recognised
with the Distinguished
Service Award from the

Catholic Principals’
Council of Ontario.
When he received

the award, Mr. Devlin
says he was “shocked”
to receive the honour
from his peers at the
provincial level.
Through the last five
years of his career with
St. Luke’s, he worked
with troubled youth
and those who were
not otherwise finding
his place in - to use a
phrase Mr. Devlin says
he is reluctant to use -
“regular” school. Some
of them had dropped
out of school, some
of them had brushes
with the law, and he
found himself in a very
supportive environment
and very fulfilling role.
“l really felt I was
back to my roots of
service,” he says. “You
go to court with Kkids
because there is no adult

to go with them. You be
with the kids and when
the judge asks, ‘is there
anyone here with you?
the kid can say, ‘Yes, my
principal is here with
me.” That helps and it
shows the support of
the kids.”

Support was also
shown through other
ways including

helping them make the
connection with groups
such as Addiction
Services of York
Region, morning food
programs for those who
might not have eaten
anything since the day
before, finding co-op
placements which could
parlay into further work
opportunities, all the
while maintaining an
environment in which
the kids are not judged.

“It brought me
back to my roots in

justice working with
kids because the
structures of society

keep teenagers who are
troubled [pushed] to the
side and I just thought
this was real advocacy
work, and a real base,
community kind of
work.”

In his retirement, Mr.
Devlin is helping pick
up the slack at Cardinal
Carter Catholic High
School while a friend,
a vice principal at the
school, recovers from
illness.
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MARCH 1 - MAY 3

Register now for the Dr. G.W.
Williams Secondary School
Reunion on Friday, May 3 and
Saturday, May 4. All alumni
and guests are welcome. Many
events and social functions
are being planned. A new
history book has been created.
Space and history books are
limited. Don’t be disappointed!
For more information and to
register, visit www.reunion125.
com, or email reunionl25@
bell.net.

APRIL 4 - 27

Aurora Cultural
hosts the art

“Mentorship in
Motion”.  “Mentorship in
Motion” is a partnership
of six accomplished artists
mentoring six young students
living with a challenge.
Together, each team produced
a collaborative piece of art
showcasing how creativity
can restore, repair, and renew.
Art will be on display through
April 27. For more information,
visit www.artcures.ca.

APRIL 11 - MAY 16

Eating Disorders of
York Region launches a new
group for teens - Healthy
Coping SKills for Anxiety and
Depression. Very often anxiety
and depression are familiar
feelings to someone struggling
with disordered eating, body
image issues and low self
esteem. During this group you
will learn how your negative
thinking patters might be
affecting your feelings and
behaviors. You will be able to
explore the “mechanisms” of
anxiety and depression and
learn why they are triggered.
You will learn healthy
coping techniques with your
symptoms and you will be able
to share your struggles and
worries in a safe environment.
Location: EDOYR, 15213 Yonge
St., Ste. 15, Aurora, Main
Floor. $60.00 for six weeks.
EDOYR is a registered non-
profit organization. For more
information email info@edoyr.
com, call 905-886-6632 or visit
www.edoyr.com.

The
Centre
exhibition

TUESDAY, APRIL 23

The Aurora Chamber
of Commerce will host a
Networking Breakfast “How
to Grow your Business Using
Library  Resources” this
morning at the Aurora Public
Library. The breakfast runs
from 7.30 a.m. to 9 am. and
admission is complementary
to Chamber Members.

APRIL 23 - JUNE 4

Eating Disorders of York
Region presents “On the Road
to Recovery” Support Group
with Flora Svinarenko. The
Recovery group is intended
for those who currently
are actively working on
maintaining changes which
they have made in regards
to their eating behaviours
while attending other group
programs through EDOYR
or participating in eating
disorder treatment. The road

to recovery is challenging
sometimes and emotional
support is necessary to

overcome or prevent lapses.
In a safe and empathetic
environment this group will
provide you with coping
tools and support needed to
address complicated emotions,
unhealthy behaviors or
unhelpful thoughts. Cost is $50
for the four weeks. To register,
please visit http://www.edoyr.
com/support-groups.html or
email info@edoyr.com.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24
Garden Aurora! The Aurora
Garden and Horticultural
Society invites you to learn
how to wean your gardens
off expensive and unhealthy
chemicals. Hear Paul Cray,
an organic gardener, speak
on “What, Why and How to
Compost”. The meeting is held
at the Royal Canadian Legion,
105 Industrial Parkway North
and starts at 8 p.m. Our Youth
Members, ages 5 to 15, will
meet at 6.30 p.m. to show their
prized tulips and daffodils and

to create a hat for the Easter
Parade! Further information
at www.gardenaurora.com or
905-713-6660.

* % ¥ ¥

The Character Community
Foundation of York Region
will host is 7th annual
Character Community Awards
Celebration tonight at 7 p.m.
at the Richmond Hill Centre
for the Performing Arts. The
event will honour more than
180 York Region residents
and organizations nominated
for demonstrating exemplary
character and contributed to
the quality of life of others.
This year’s celebrations will
include the inaugural Donald
Cousens Award, presented to
Rogers TV producer David
Blackwell, Lina Bigioni of the
Region of York, and Robert
McCulloch of the York Region
District School Board. For
more information, visit www.
charactercommunity.com.

THURSDAY, APRIL 25

Eating Disorders of York
Region hosts a free Stages
of Recovery workshop this
afternoon from 5 p.m. to 6.30
p.m. Are you ready to explore
the possibility of change? If
so, discover where you are
in your Journey of Recovery.
“Stages of Recovery” will
help you explore the changes
that you are seeking. In a
safe and confidential setting,
the costs and benefits of
changing eating disorder
behaviors will be presented.
We will also try to identify
barriers and explore healthy
coping strategies. Individuals
and supportive friends or
family members may attend.
Registration is required.
Email info@edoyr.com or call
905 886-6632. Visit www.edoyr.
com for more details.

FRIDAY, APRIL 26

The Aurora Chamber of
Commerce will host Coffee
with the President. Drop in
to the Chamber office for
coffee with the President of
the Board and the Executive
Director. Get answers to
your questions or just meet
the staff, visit and see what’s
new at the Chamber. Aurora
Chamber of Commerce, 14483
Yonge Street, Aurora. 10 a.m.
— 11 a.m. Complimentary and
registration is not required.

SATURDAY, APRIL 27

The  Aurora Seniors’
Centre will host their annual
Spring Sale today from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. Treasures for
everyone - white elephant,

books, jewellery, crafts,
vendors, and a barbeque.
Aurora Seniors’ Centre. 90

John West Way, Aurora.

* % ¥ ¥

The Aurora  Cultural

Centre will launch “Terra
Incognita: Unknown
Landscapes” featuring the
work of King artist Ernestine
Tahedl.

* ¥ ¥ ¥

In honour of Aurora’s
150th anniversary, a Choral
Celebration will be held at
the Aurora United Church
on Saturday, April 27 at 6.30
p.m. Seven choirs will be
participating in this special
event: Aurora’s Evergreen
Choir (the host choir), the
Men of Note Male Voice Choir,
the York Region Community
Choir, the United Church
Chancel Choir, the United
Church  Youthful Spirits
Choir, the York Region French
Choir and the Newmarket
Keynotes Seniors Choir. Each
choir will perform on their
own but will come together
at the end of the performance
to form a mass choir of
approximately 150 voices.
Tickets are $15 each and
available from participating
choirs, from CHATS at 126
Wellington Street West, Suite
103 and from the Aurora
Seniors Centre, 90 John West
Way (telephone: 905-726-4767).
Tickets can also be obtained at
the door, if available.

* ¥ ¥ ¥

The One Parent Families
Association will hold a dance
this evening from 8 p.m. to 1
a.m. at the Royal Canadian
Legion. 105 Industrial

COMING EVENTS

Parkway North). Hot and cold
buffet. Cash Bar. The One
Parent Families Association is
a Not-For-Profit organization
dedicated to assist parents and
children who live in a non-
traditional family structure.
For more information, email
Al Horwood at al_horwood@
hotmail.com.

THURSDAY, MAY 2

The York Region Visions
Dinner is an extraordinary
CNIB fundraising event
being held on this evening.
Proceeds from the event
will benefit CNIB’s vital
rehabilitation services that
empower Canadians  who
are blind or partially sighted
to overcome the challenges
of vision loss and lead full,
independent lives. The York
Region Visions Dinner gives
attendees a once-in-a-lifetime
experience of sensory delights
and includes a lively cocktail
reception, entertainment by
Adrien Breda and Markham-
Unionville Rotary Club Choir
and a delicious three-course
meal. Guests will also have the
opportunity to experience one
of the courses while dining in
the dark. Tickets are on sale for
$100. To purchase your tickets
today or learn more about the
York Region Visions Dinner,
call 416-486-2500 ext. 3868 or
email pamela.deveaux@cnib.
ca.

* ¥ ¥ ¥

A New French Toastmasters
group meets the first and third
Thursday of each month at
the Richmond Hill Retirement
Residence (70 Bernard Avenue).
For fluent French speaking
people. For more information,
contact Anne Lucie at
annelucie.setrakian@gmail.
com.

SATURDAY, MAY 4

In partnership with the
Town of Aurora, Lake Simcoe
Regional Conservation
Authority and the Aurora
Community Arboretum, bring
the family and plant a tree
today from 10 a.m. — 12 noon
rain or shine in the Community
Tree Planting. Please wear
appropriate clothing and bring
a shovel if you have your
own. Enter the Arboretum
at Billingham Heights and
Birkshire Drive in northeast
Aurora. Parking on the street.

SUNDAY, MAY 5
The Town of Aurora will
host the Sesquicentennial

Aurora Tattoo today from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Machell Park
and the Aurora Community
Centre. Events include a Mess
Lunch hosted by the Queen’s
York Rangers from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m., a “tough mudder” obstacle
course for kids and military
displays. Events shift to the
Community Centre across the
street from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. with
the Aurora Tattoo, comprising
military pipes, and drums,
and bands from communities
throughout Ontario.
* ¥ ¥ %

Doane House Hospice hosts
the national Hike 4 Hospice
event today at Newmarket’s
Fairy Lake. Registration is $10
and children 12 and under are
free. Registration begins at 8.30
a.m. with the walk starting at
10 a.m. Includes a barbeque,
pet comfort station and family
fun. For more information,
including registration,
contact Doane House Hospice
at 905967-0259 or visit www.
doanehospice.org.

FRIDAY, MAY 10

The Aurora Seniors
Association’s  Silver  Stars
Drama Club will be producing
a variety show called, “Let Us
Entertain You”. This will take
place at the Aurora Seniors’
Centre tonight at 7 pm.
This show will feature songs
from The Wizard of Oz, dance
routines by the Alley Cats
and Hawaiian dancers. Lots
of comedy including a skit,
“Looney  Lunch”, singers
(soloists, duets and groups),
and musicians (pianists,
guitarists, a harmonica and
harp player). Tickets are on
sale now at the Seniors’ Centre,
90 John West Way, Aurora, for
only $5.00 each which includes
refreshments. This is a show
for the whole family, so get your
tickets early and come and visit
us.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8

Aurora Home Hardware
(289 Wellington Street East) will
host Ladies Night from 7-9 p.m.
Special in-store discounts for
the evening. Demonstrations
and raffles. The first 50 ladies
get a free gift bag. Please bring
a non-perishable food item
for the Aurora Food Pantry.
Local retailers participation.
Refreshments provided. Must
have a flyer in hand to attend.
Space is limited. Register by
calling 905-727-4751.

THURSDAY, MAY 16

The Aurora Historical
Society, in partnership with
Southlake Regional Health
Centre will launch its medical

exhibit today at Hillary
House. Artefacts from the
Hillary Collection relating

to medicine and health will
be displayed along with their
modern counterparts, provided
by Southlake in a newly
restored exhibition space in
the National Historic Site. The
exhibit will showcase a wide
variety of implements and
themes, including education
and accreditation of medical
professionals, record keeping
and docmentaion. For more
information, contact the AHS
at 905-727-8991 or visit www.
aurorahistoricsociety.ca.
* ¥ ¥ ¥

A New French Toastmasters
group meets the first and third
Thursday of each month at
the Richmond Hill Retirement
Residence (70 Bernard
Avenue). For fluent French
speaking people. For more
information, contact Anne

Lucie at annelucie.setrakian@

Driver Training

for Life!

Courses Starting:

May 5 - 4 Sundays
May 26 - 4 Sundays

YOUNG DRIVERS®

of Canada

905-726-4132

gmail.com.

TUESDAY, MAY 21

Stronach Regional Health
Centre presents Breaking Up Is
Hard To Do: Smoking — A Love/
Hate Relationship. Presented
by Rosemary Lamont, clinical
nurse specialist, this is
part of an ongoing Cancer
Education Series presented
at Southlake. Seminar runs
from 5.15 p.m. — 6.30 p.m. in the
Cancer Centre’s main floor. 506
Davis Drive. Free. For more
information, please visit www.
southlakeregional.org and
click on “Southlake Events”.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 22

Eating Disorders of York
Region (EDOYR) invites you to
a cozy “Fireside Conversation”
this evening from 6 — 8 p.m.
at the Richmond Hill Public
Library. Members from the
“Faces of Recovery” campaign
invite you to join with them
in conversation, together with
guest speaker Naturopath Dr.
Lorenzo Diana from Markham
Natural Health Centre, to speak
about recovery and to answer
questions that may arise
concerning physical wellness
in the recovery process. This
event is free of charge, but
registration is required. Please
register online at http://www.
edoyr.com/upcoming-events.
html. Call 905-886-6632 or email
info@edoyr.com for more
information.

SATURDAY, MAY 25

The Sharon Temple National
Historic Site will present
professional and emerging
artists showcasing and selling
their original artwork with
thee Sharon Art Show and Sale
today from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Admission by donation to the
Sharon Temple. Open to the
public. Welcome to all lovers of
art. Art mediums include fused
glass, jewelry, paintings, pencil
sketches, photography, pottery,
scratchboard, stained glass,
metal work, and wood carvings.
For more information, visit
www.sharonartshow.com, email

arbutuscrafts@gmail.com,
or call 647-955-308 and ask for
Laurie or Tony.
FRIDAY, MAY 31

The AuroraCultural Centre’s
Great Artists Piano Series
concludes this evening with
the dazzling American pianist
William  Wolfram, medalist
at both the William Kapell
and Naumburg International
Piano Competitions, as
well the Tchaikovsky Piano
Competition. Mr. Wolfram
has appeared with orchestras
throughout the world, including
The Pittsburgh Symphony
under the baton of Leonard
Slatkin. A graduate of the
Julliard School, Mr. Wolfram
records on the Naxos label.
Program to include works by
Liszt, Schubert, Chopin & Ligeti.
For more information, visit
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.
Tickets are $40 for adults, and
$25 for seniors and students. On
sale now. Doors open at 7 p.m.
Concert begins at 8.

SATURDAY, JUNE 8

Come out to see some of the
best Baton Twirlers in Canada.
The Spectrum North Baton
Club invites you to its Annual
Show and Awards Night, a
showcase of both competitive
and recreational twirlers. Free
admission! Newmarket High
School, 515 Pickering Crescent,
Newmarket.

THURSDAY, JUNE 13

The Aurora Chamber
of Commerce will host its
annual Aurora Chamber Golf
Classic today at St. Andrew’s
Valley Golf Club. For more
information, visit WWW.
aurorachamber.on.ca.

THURSDAY, JUNE 20

A New French Toastmasters
group meets the first and third
Thursday of each month at
the Richmond Hill Retirement
Residence (70 Bernard Avenue).
For fluent French speaking
people. For more information,
contact Anne Lucie at
annelucie.setrakian@gmail.
com.

Pinnacle Insurance

“Keeping your dreams...safe!”
Providing for

ALL Your Insurance Needs.
Call or Email Earle
fora FREE QUOTATION
on any of our products

905-841-6436
earlel@pinnacleinsurance.com

Let us show you
our New Arrivals of

LIGHTS & FANS

Bring this ad for

$10 OFF

a $200 purchase

Under New Management

with new hours:

Tues-Wed—Fri-Sat-10am.-5pm.
Thursday-10am.-7p.m.

Introducing Lavie by Design Interiors
Phone for an Appointment
www.thefanman.ca

905-841-2832

220 Industrial Pkwy. S
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POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

A lot more in store for Aurora 150!

As you readers know, the Town of
Aurora is in the midst of celebrating its
sesquicentennial year. Aurora is 150 years
old and there are a number of special events
sponsored by the Town that will occur
throughout the year.

The first was the Mayor’s levee held at
the historic Town Park on February 3 at the
date of the Town’s actual birthday On an
absolutely frigid Sunday afternoon, crowds
of residents enjoyed games of broomball,
and wagon rides and tug of war and a
beautiful multi-faith candle lighting service
in honour of this milestone event. It was a
great day enjoyed by all — even those of us
with absolute popsicles for hands!

Well, there are more wonderful events to
come!

On Sunday May 5, the Town of Aurora
will play host to a very unique, first time
event - the Aurora Tattoo. Startingat1lam.,
in Machell Park, there will be a fun day jam
packed with activities for the whole family.

There will be a lunch with the Queen’s
York Rangers in collaboration with
Aurora Optimists, static military displays,
armoured vehicles, and a Kkid{friendly
“mudder” ( a military style obstacle course
for the kids). All participants will get a
ribbon - A keepsake to say they finished the
Aurora Mudder! At 2 p.m., the day will get
truly special as Aurora’s first Tattoo will be
held across the street at the ACC.

In what promises to be a fantastic two
hours of music and dance, we will have a
show with pipe and drums from across the
province. Bands will include the prestigious
Governor General Horse Guards, among
others.

The event is free but seats are limited so

get there early to make sure you get a seat
and enjoy the show.

The following month - on the Canada
Day weekend - there will be a variety of
events to be held all weekend long. Saturday;
June 29 will feature an art event, a showcase
of the bands and youth dance (details will be
made public a wee bit later so wait for that
announcement!).

One of the highlights of the weekend will
be, as The Auroran has reported elsewhere in
this paper; that the iconic band Lighthouse
will be the headlining act at the annual
Dance in the Park! The Town of Aurora, in
collaboration with the Rotary Club will have
a truly special Dance in the Park this year.

With music starting at 2 pm. in the
afternoon, residents can enjoy hours of
music - bands and singers of all kinds of
genres — with the big show starting at 9 p.m.
Lighthouse is a fantastic band, famous for
its hit songs of the 70s and 80s. I know that
residents are pretty excited about the band
coming to Town and playing in our Town
Park.

The Rotary Club will once again have
a beer garden on site for patrons to enjoy
while listening to the music. Again, the
concert is free, so come early to make sure
you get a spot.

That’s just a snapshot of what’s coming
up in the next few weeks. If you’d like more
information on Aurora 150, please consult
the website at: www.auroral50.ca or check
it out on twitter @aurora_150 or facebook
Auroral50.

So that’s it for this week. Until next time
them, stay informed, stay involved because
this is after all, Our Town.

Church celebrate 150 years Saturday

From page 18
on the importance of the
event. “Music is always a
unifying thing. It brings

milestone

thinks events
these to mark Aurora’s

are important because it

such as ever agreat way to spend a
Saturday evening!”
anniversary

The concert gets
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people together, it makes
them feel good, and I think
it is a wonderful way to
celebrate Aurora’s 150™
anniversary to sing and
listen to music. I think the
people will leave the Aurora
United Church feeling very
good and uplifted.”

Ms. Gilchrist says she

Concert gives back to Aurora United

From page 9

this fall. One $50 ticket,
she says, translates into
feeding 90 people at those
breakfasts which provide an
economical and nutritious
breakfast for people in the
community who might not
otherwise be able to afford
it.

“When something

develops a stronger sense
of where Aurorans have
come from, where they are
going and, in this sense,
fosters a stronger sense of
community.

She added she hopes
people leave the church not
only feeling uplifted, but
thinking, “Wow, was that

happens in your life — good,
bad, or indifferent—tohavea
church community around
you is such an amazing
support that if people would
even just come through
the doors and give it a go, I
think they would have this
huge support system,” she
says. “It is like an extended
family. You don’t have to all
believe in the same things,
but when you sit in a church

underway at 6.30 p.m. at
the Aurora United Church
on Yonge Street. Doors
open at 5 p.m. Tickets are
$15 and available from
the participating choirs,
CHATS (Community Home
Assistance to Seniors), the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre, or
at the door.

and you are surrounded by
a community that know
you by your first name and
know your life in general,
it is an amazing support to
have.”

Tickets for the event are
not available at the door;
but for further information
on how to obtain them in
advance from the Church,
contact Ms. Belgue at
416-433-3285.

School is fourth in Canada named after Hansen

From page 3
said Commander Hadfield.
“His incredible journey,
which took two years, two
months, and two days,
showed everybody that
anything is possible. He
challenged people to also
make a difference.

“Maybe more
importantly Rick Hansen
hasn’t stopped since. He...
is a real difference maker
and recently he celebrated
the 25" anniversary of
that world tour. He did it
by recognizing his fellow

difference makers...of
all ages and across the
world, people who make
a difference in their own
way to make the world a
better place.”

Commander Hadfield
said he was honoured to
be chosen as a difference
maker himself and
recalled the honour he had
to participate in the medal
relay to mark the 25%
anniversary of the Man in
Motion Tour, which also
wound its way through
Aurora, culminating in a

celebration at Town Hall
in December of 2011. That
being said, despite their
achievements, he said
there is much more work
to be done.

“Maybe someone with
a disability will be able
to join us here and fly in
space,” said Commander
Hadfield “Now it is
your turn to become a
difference maker. You can
make changes in your own
community and you can
make a difference in the
world.”
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1. Maple genus

5. Not what it seems

9. Overly masculine

14. X2 = Vaitape’s island

15. Source of the Blue Nile
16. A way to dislike intensely
17. Copyread
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Ireland

19. TV advertising awards
20. Out of stock: purchase later
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24. They
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37. Go inside of
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. Am. Natl. Standards Inst.

. Female Dionysus cult
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. Panga knife

. Having sufficient skill
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. Result or consequence

. Lelium temulentum

. Wrote a short composition

. Occupy a seat

. Grand __, vintage

. Paved outdoor spaces

. 1954 Milland/Hitchcock
movie

. South American raccen

. Cold (Spanish)

. About aviation

.Deliberate destructive
burning

.Any place of bliss or
delight

.Largest
Transcaucasia

. Binding

. A man of high rank

. Islamic leader

river in

. Klutzes

. Jazz ostinato

. Carbamide

. Bike transportation

. Length of office

. April’s birthstone

. Tip of Aleutian Islands

. Army luggage bag

. More nimble

. A citizen of Iraq (alt. sp.)

. Greek or Roman perfor-
mance hall

. Junipero __, Spanish priest

. Walleye

. Moldavian capital 1565-
1859

. Egyptian sun god

. Latin word for order

. Wander

. Whip with 9 knotted cords
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Region’s finest first responders honoured

By Jeff Doner 911 in an emergency the ceremony, the crowd
situation. was amazed by her
The Regional David Adetuno, 11, calmness and ability to

Municipality of York
honoured some of the

of Markham quickly
and calmly called 911 to

deal with a frightening
situation.

Region’s finest at the get help for his younger Many others were
Tri-services Awards brother who would not also recognized for
Ceremony at the York wake up. their dedication and

Region Administrative
Centre this month.

Call takers and
dispatchers from local
police, fire and EMS were
acknowledged for their
very important work and
exceptional service that
is sometimes overlooked.

“The York Regional
Police = communicators
are the ones at the

“I called to help my
brother,” David said. “He
has seizures a lot, so I
just called 911 to help
him.”

Thanks to his actions,
his brother was given
the proper care and is in
good health. David said
young people should not
be afraid to call 911 if
they, or someone else,

hard work at the annual
awards ceremony.

P o 1 i ¢ e
communications:
Call taker of the year,
Veronica Sweeney.
Dispatcher of the
year, Adam Demers.
Outstanding
performance of a
platoon, B Platoon.

Ambulance

other end of the 911 line is in serious trouble or communications: Call
24 hours a day, seven danger. taker of the year, Lisa
days a week and for “If you or someone Sheehy. Dispatcher David Adetuno, 11,
members of the public else is in serious danger of the year, Tracey pictured front right with
needing help, they are you should definitely Hyder. Outstanding his brother and fami-

the frontline,” said York
Regional Police Chief
Eric Jolliffe. “They are
also part of the team of
professionals who work
in the communications
centres of fire services

call 911 to get help,” he
said.

When asked how it felt
to be honoured in front
of a room full of police
officers, fire fighters
and EMS workers, David

performance of a
platoon, B Platoon.

Fire communications
— Markham Fire and
Emergency Services:
Call taker of the year,
Lauren MacDonald.

ly was honoured at the
ceremony. The Markham
resident calmly called 911
to get help for his brother
afterhesuffered aseizure.

and York Region said with a huge grin, “it Firecommunications— Auroran photo
Emergency Medical feels good.” Vaughan Fire and Rescue by Jeff Doner
Services.” Also a recipient of Service: Outstanding

Two junior recipients the Junior 911 award, performance of a
were also awarded for was Gita Singh, 9, from platoon, Danielle

their bravery and quick

Richmond Hill. Although

Armstrong and Krista

C

u s t o m f r

a m i n g

thinking, by calling she was not able to make Wallace. Aurora Picture Frame

. ’ Image Centre

Runners gearlng up for Sunday S SOUthIake Run e Passport Photos e ID Photo e Portrait Photos
By Jeff Doner 28th, “ said Neila Poscente, have participated in the submits a team for the * Art Frames * Art Canvas Wrap

president of the Southlake

event before, but this is

event, but so far they’re

e Custom Frames

¢ Digital Photo Prints

The Nature’s Emporium  Foundation. “This is a the first time they have put eight people strong and e Digital Posters & Canvas Prints
Run or Walk for Southlake great opportunity for all together ateam, which will looking to raise $1,000.” g
is about to begin once of us to rally behind high- be about 12-15 people. For more information Aurora Shopping Centre
again with registered quality healthcare services “I's  supporting a on the event or to give 14800 Yonge St. Suite 113 Tel: 905.726.4243
participants looking for in our community—the good cause, because a donation, visit wwuw. .
that last push of pledges 1level of care that our the proceeds go to the runforsouthlake.ca customframin 9
and donations. neighbours, our friends Southlake Foundation,

The run will take place and our family members which supports the

on Sunday, April 28, starting
at the Aurora Community
Centre and the Southlake
Foundation is hoping to
raise $150,000 collectively
from 1,500 participants.

The Nature’s
Emporium Run or Walk
for Southlake is one of
Southlake Foundation’s
key fundraising events,
raising much-needed funds
to support the state-of-the-
art facilities and leading
programs at Southlake
Regional Health Centre.
The event offers something
for everyone, with the
option to walk or run 10K,
5K, 2.5K or, for the wee
runners in the family, the
Kids Mini Mile.

“The weather has been
stunningly uncooperative
so far this year, but with

so rightly deserve. It’s time
for all of us to strap on our
running shoes and hit the
pavement.”

Aurora is going to be
well represented at the
event, with a few local
teams coming together to
participate in the race and
raise donations.

Dr. Yin-Hui Siow (a
doctor at Southlake) and
wife Angela Trevivian have
put together a team of their
own for the event.

“My wife, who is a
personal fitness trainer,
has set up a team and she
thought this would be a
good way of getting some
of her clients and some
people that we know out
to do this,” said Dr. Siow.
“It’s a fun event and there’s
different things you can do,

hospital and I've seen a lot
of good work being done at
the hospital, so it’s all for
a good cause and it should
be wonderful. Hopefully
we’ll have good weather as
well and everything is full
steam ahead.”
Neighbourhood
Network, a volunteer based
organization founded by
Belinda Stronach, is also
assembling a team for the
event, led by Tanya Moor.
“When I first heard
the discussion of it
happening, I thought it
was a good opportunity
for not only myself, but the
people that also work for
Neighbourhood Network
to get involved, because we
do alot of things within the
community and this just
another good opportunity

18 HIGHLAND DRIVE, UTOPIA

$757,000

5500+sqft finished. Executive home with the benefit of quiet country living just minutes from
the city. Located on a quiet cul-de-sac and within 10 minutes to Barrie and 40 minutes to the
GTA. Close to schools, parks, shopping and recreation facilities. This is a spectacular custom
built family home with over 5500 sqft of quality construction. Featuring 6 bedrooms and 4
bathrooms each with granite counter tops and ceramic finishes. Master bedroom features
a private Juliet balcony and laundry chute. Walk-in showers, jet bath and 5 piece en-suite
with jet bath tub. The kitchen has been recently upgraded with hardwood floors, granite and
refaced cabinets. The main floor features, a bedroom/office, full bath, den, sun room, laundry,
family room, living room and separate dining. Double sided zero clearance wood fireplace
with blower. Hardwood, ceramics and neutral Berber broadloom. The kids will enjoy the cus-
tom in wall fish tank. Grand open concept staircases, two story cathedral entrance and addi-

sunny skies ahead, likethe2Kwalkanduptoa for us to support the tional areas with sunken floors and soaring ceilings. Ample storage areas everywhere for the
we’re confident that our 10K run, so there’s varying hospital.” entire family. Upgraded with R20 insulation, Low E argon Vinyl clad windows and skylights.
community members will difficulties of the event.” It will be the first time Walkout to the yard and wrap around deck from the basement. This majestic home is per-

join us full-force on April

Dr. Siow and his wife

Neighbourhood Network

Long!

Pre Order Your Central Air
Conditioner Now & Stay Cool
All Summer

fectly poised on a level 6.9 AC lot consisting of hardwood & spruce forest. Large wrap around
decks, saltwater 4 ft above ground pool, hot tub, invisible pet fencing system & shed. Land-
scaped with stunning perennial gardens, flagstone, armor stone, 21 zone in ground sprinklers
and fire pit. The garage is an over sized triple with inside entry to the house. Recent new hot
water tank and oil tank both in 2013. A soft winding and fully paved driveway leads you into
this stunning residence that has parking for a dozen vehicles, the boat or RV. This is a level
and mature lot with South West exposure and all day sunshine. It's an easy commute to loca-
tion neighboring areas including the GTA, Bradford, New Market, Aurora, Borden, Cookstown,
Alliston & Barrie. You will never tire of the spectacular views from all angles, rooms and decks
as you gaze onto your private and breathtaking park-like estate. Sure to please; we offer

18 Highland Drive, Utopia.
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Forslund is heading to
SUNY Fredonia

Continued on page 14

who am I to judge.”

Stance on fighting
in hockey: “Fighting in
hockey? I love it. It looks
like they’re trying to take
it out, but I don’t think
you can. You can try to
take out the staged fights
at face-offs and whatnot,
but you can’t take out
fights when you’re mad,
like when someone hits
you hard. There’s no way
you can. It happens in all
sports, so there’s no way
to take it out. And staged
fights, it’s fine — if guys
want to do it, they’ll do
it. You know there’s a
risk when you get into a
fight.”

Should all NHL
players be made to
wear visors? “I would
keep it on if I went to
the NHL, but I think it’s
up to the players. Now
with the new rule that if
a player with a visor is
the instigator in a fight,
you get the extra two
minutes, if you’re going
to have that rule in place
then you can’t make them
mandatory because then
fighters won’t be able to
do their job.”

If you were GM of
Team Canada, who
would be your top
forward, defenseman
and goalie? “My top
forward is Crosby, top
defenseman is Kris
Letang and my top goalie

@l could WIN $ 1 O @@,

I’d probably go back with
Luongo. I'm a Luongo
fan.”

Coach’s comment
[James Richmond]:
“Blake Forslund came to
the team just before the
Jan. 10 trade deadline
from the Orangeville
Flyers along with
teammate John Doyle.
Bringing Blake in really
added depth at our
forward position which
helped us make a push
towards the playoffs.
Blake was a versatile
forward and played wing
and centre for us and
was a welcome addition
to the Tiger family We
wish him well next
season at Fredonia State
University.”

" Auroran

Local music lovers had a foot-stompin’ good time Friday as Foggy Hog-
town Boys made their Aurora Cultural Centre debut. There were debuts all
around that evening as not only was it the first time the Boys played the Cen-
tre as a group, it was also the first time the Centre has hosted a bluegrass band.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

i . .

[ ] P.K. Subban

[] Patrick Kane

[ ] Keith Yandle
[] Kyle Turris
[ ] Dan Boyle

[ ] Jonas Hiller

[ ] Evgeni Malkin (PIT)
[ ] Marian Hossa (CHI)

[ ] Pavel Datsyuk (DET)
[ ] Anze Kopitar

[ ] Alexander Ovechkin (WAS)
[] Joffrey Lupul
[] Jarome Iginla

[ ] Ryan Getzlaf

[ ] zdeno Chara
[] Thomas Plekanec (MTL)

[] Henrik Lundqvist(NYR)
[ ] Marc-Andre Fleury (PIT)
[ ] Jonathan Quick (LA)

[ ] Cory Schneider (VAN)

[ ] John Tavares
[] Henrik Zetterberg (DET)

ALL PLAYERS INCLUDING GOALIES: GOAL =1 POINT, ASSIST =1 POINT

Choose 1 player from each of the 12 groups

All Players including Goalies: goal = 1 point, assist = 1 point, shootout goal = 1 point

(NYI)

(MTL) [ ] Henrik Sedin (VAN)
[ ] Rick Nash (NYR)
(LA) [] Sidney Crosby (PIT)
[] Patrik Elias (NJD)
(TOR) [] Tyler Seguin (BOS)
(PIT) [ ] Ryan Kesler (VAN)
(CHI) [ ] David Backes  (STL)
(ANA) [ ] zach Parise (MINN)
(BOS) [] Michael Del Zotto (NYR)
[] Duncan Keith (CHI)
(PHO) [ ] Phil Kessel (TOR)
(OTT) [] Daniel Alfredsson (OTT)
(SJS) [ ] Ryan Suter (MINN)

(ANA)

[] James Reimer
[] carey Price
[] Craig Anderson (OTT)
[ ] Martin Brodeur (NJ)
[] Mike Smith

Goalies: Win=1 point, Shutout=+2 points (3 total). They will also be credited for goals/assists.

(TOR)
(MTL)

(PHX)

Grand Prize**: $1000
2013 Playoffs First Place*: $400
Second Place*: $200
Third place*: $100
|:| i X *“:Grandtpriz_e tgoesttoftthhe wi_nner wit?
= ?aarﬂf; ‘:’.22'.” ((\F{fT'\?
. an aledon, rar]gew epoq S.
[] Joe Thorton  (SJS) T D D

[ ] Jonathon Toews (CHI)
[ ] Nazem Kadri  (TOR)

RULES:

1. Limit of one entry per person,
maximum four entries per
household.

2. All entries must be completed

[ ] Max Pacioretty (MTL)
[ ] Justin Williams (LA)

L] Milan Lucic (BOS)
[ ] Alexander Steen (STL)

[] Mat Moulson  (NYI) fully on original clipped forms.
) ) 3. All winners agree to the use of
[] Mikko Koiru (MNN) his/her name, address and

[ ] Alex Peiterangelo (STL)

[ ] Alexander Edler (VAN)
[ ] Niklas Backstrom (WASH)
[ Kris Letang (PIT)

photograph for publicity.
4, Decisions of the judges final
in all matters.

[ ] Corey Crawford (CHI)
[ ] Braden Holtby (WAS)
[] Jaroslav Halak (STL)

[ ] Jimmy Howard (DET)
[] Tukka Rask (BOS)

Name

LEADERS WILL BE POSTED WEEKLY IN THE AURORAN.

°o® QQQQQQQQQQQQQ.,.,.,.,.,.,.,0,0,0,0,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,0,0,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,0,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.999QQQQQQQQ.......QQ.QQQQQQQQQQO>.

Phone

Address

Mail your entry to The Auroran Newspaper, 15213 Yonge Street., Suite 8, Aurora ON L4G 1L8
Deadline is noon Friday, April 26, 2013. All entries must be in by that date.
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Students go the extra mile to make disabled kids smile

By Brock Weir

The further Aurora
student Lukas Weese and
his classmates got involved
with their volunteer work
at Safehaven, the more
they got a handle on just
what they could do to
benefit the local charity
providing residential and
respite care to disabled
kids.

Rounding out the trio
were fellow Country Day
School (CDS) students
Jessy Rosen and Jai Singh.
They got involved with
the charity through a
civics program organized
by their school’s youth

Philanthropy Initiative.
The object of CDS’
program is to inspire

students to take a hands-
on role in York Region-
based grassroots charities,
become involved and
familiar with the work
they do, and present their
findings to the student
body.

The best presentation
garnered a $5,000 grant
from CDS to their charity
of the students’ choice.

Jai had previously been
involved as a volunteer at
Safehaven and it wasn’t
difficult to persuade the
rest of the team to follow
suit.

Solar

From page 12

the power and the town
bringing in lease revenue
from an otherwise useless
space, and smaller scale
projects dotted around
Town.

Many of
initiatives were put
forward in 2010 and
2011 but were put on the
backburner due to the
uncertainty over the
FIT program during the
last provincial election
with each party having
different ideas as to the
program’s usefulness and
cost-effectiveness. The
programs, however, were
back on track by last fall.

The winning bidder
for this project is Solera
Sustainable Energies,
which has collaborated
with the Town onthe SARC
roof project. If approved,
the new projects will be
installed on the roofs of
both buildings. According
to Mr. Ramunno’s report,
the cost for the two systems
will clock in at $86,000 to
install, less than what had
already been approved
in this year’s budget.
Based on the figures of
generating about $13,000
worth of power annually
for 20 years, they expect a
payback within seven.

these

ALLURE

AT THE GATES OF AURORA

“For me, Safehaven is
an amazing charity,” says
Lukas. “Itisa causelthink
not a lot of people know
about but I think needs to
be raised throughout the
community. To help these

kids integrate within
society is incredible
because 30 - 40 years
ago they were shunned
by society and even
stigmatized. I think

what Safehaven is doing
is giving these kids the
opportunity to be equal
members of society
and integrated into the

community.”

Under the guiding
principles of the Youth
Philanthropy Initiative,

the group made contact
with staff and they got
them up to speed with
Safehaven initiatives and
helped them connect with
the kids they served. Lukas
says meeting the Kids
inspired them to highlight
the work Safehaven does
in the wider community,
highlight things they
wouldn’t otherwise know,
and help them fill any and
all service gaps.

Evidently this
inspiration did the trick.
Their presentations to
students and teachers
back at CDS rose to the top
and Safehaven received
the $5,000 cheque. Not
content with just a simple
grant, the students put
their heads together with
Safehaven staff to decide
the best way to use the
money. The result is Miles
for Smiles, an offshoot of
the charity founded by
Lukas, Jessy, and Jai to
further their efforts in
making sure their clients
are able to be equal players
in the community.

Miles for Smiles
provides funds to cover
transportation costs for
the kids to be integrated
into the community,
whether it is to get to
Safehaven or any other
amenities the community
has to offer. Lukas says
when they were able to put
this initiative into action
it was an amazing moment
for the group and one
of the most worthwhile
projects they have ever
done through their school.

“Transportation can
be costly for people and
for these people to get
integrated within their
community they need
those costs to be covered,”
he says, following
discussions to see how
Magna for the Community
can come on board to
provide further support to
the organization.

“Hopefully these kids
can now afford to be
fully integrated into the
community, go around

and do multiple different
activities. I hope through
Miles for Smiles and
everything we have done
for Safehaven, to continue
to be an ambassador for
this amazing charity,
whether it is getting
them involved in amazing
companies like Magna
who really support helping
the community because
I honestly believe there
is no limit to how much
change can occur and how
much an individual can
give

“l think, for me, I
am always going to be
connected with Safehaven
and I hope, as I go on
through my life, we will
find other initiatives
and other ways where
Wwe can raise awareness
within the community
and achieve a fundraiser
that will support things
like we did with Miles for
Smiles. I have always been
taught it is better to help
others and always be a
good community member
who is always helping and
I hope through Safehaven
I am able to do that in the
future.”

The students say that
the Youth Philanthropy
Initiative through CDS
helps fulfil one of their
guiding principles to
build character within
their students. It affords
them the opportunity to
highlight an initiative
they might not otherwise
know anything about, and
inspire kids to become
more civic minded and
“good moral citizens.”

Through their
presentation and the work
they hope to continue
doing for  Safehaven,
they say that getting out
and volunteering for the
organization gives one
the chance to meet some
amazing volunteers, some
incredible kids, provides
an invaluable learning
opportunity that will
make you set for life.

“For me, it was honestly
about finding a passion
and finding a cause you
feel passionate about,”
says Lukas. “Anything
you can do as a citizen in
our world today to help
local and international
communities I think is
pretty amazing. The youth
have so much power and so
much ability to go out and
make a difference. I think
if they find that passion
and find that niche to help
the community then it can
just lead to a ripple effect
of a massive amount of
kids doing what my group-
mates and I are doing
— being very community-
oriented citizens always
willing to help when
needed.”

Country Day School students Lukas Weese and Jai Singh, above, along with fellow
student Jessy Rosen, (inset with Safehaven’s Kimberley Gadwah) have used $5,000
in prize money to spearhead Miles for Smiles with Safehaven Aurora. The initiative
supports transportation needs of the severely disabled children Safehaven sup-
ports to make sure they are fully integrated into their community.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

DIG
INTO—a

PRING

SPECIAL

BUY
SAVE 36%

4 for
$5 o 198

While quantities last.

Gardening Top Soil
+ 251 (1000430133)
LIMIT 12 BAGS PER CUSTOMER

SPECIAL

$488

Eco Wood Deco
Landscape Mulch
+Black * 3 cu. ft. /
85 Litres (1000777430)
Red (1000777429)
Brown (1000777428)
While quantities last.

o
SPECIAL

0)
'-6" ar Tree (100011307
o Crf:d Boxwood * #3 pot (1000775A:)7)
f_\'stflz Gem Spruce * #3 pot (100077770
i

Hick's Yew * #3 pot
Baby Blue Spruce * 39
While quantities last.

15360 Bayview Ave Aurora, Ontario
905-726-4500

GATED CUusTOM RESIDENCES AVAILABLE

HouRrs OF OPERATION
Mon - Tues 1pm - 6pm
Sat - Sun 12pm - 5pm

By Appointment Call: 905-727-6122

(1000125406)
al. pot (1000174297)

13777 YONGE STREET, AURORA, ON CANADA L4G 3G8

Prices, sizes and specifications are subject to change without notice. E. & O.E.

CASTEL mm HOMES
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St. Andrew’s plans
spark tax debate

By Brock Weir

It is a year of extensive growth for St. Andrew’s College
with the addition of a new arena, theatre, and extensions to
its existing dining hall.

But Council is set this week to deny their application to
have nearly $240,000 of development charges to the Town
deferred for the arena and dining hall. Councillors voted
down the recommendation at the committee level last week
following a debate which centred around comparisons
with other local schools and what effects the new projects
could have on the community as a whole.

The recommendations came forward from Dan Elliott,
Treasurer for the Town of Aurora. In his report he said an
agreement was struck between the town and St. Andrew’s
(SAC) in 2002 deferring payments of development charges
“until a substantive change of use occurs, or a change of
ownership occurs on the property” This deal, he added,
was inked when the school did large scale work on a
number of its existing buildings.

Their plans, however, for these additions were not
envisioned under the prior deferral agreement, he added.

“Staff are supportive of extending the deferral
agreement to these projects. It is difficult to suggest that
circumstances at the property, the College, its mission and
primary purposes and uses of the property as a whole have
changed since the Town entered the existing agreement.
Accordingly, it is difficult for staff to put forward arguments
against changing our current practice of deferring DCs in
respect of the college.”

By the time the report hit the committee table last
week, however, Councillors had several questions related
to the recommendation. In the midst of these questions,
Mr. Elliott said this was the first time he had encountered
a request to have a deferral of development charges “in
perpetuity” since he has been in the Town but the previous
agreement set the precedent.

The 2002 plan was “not to increase capacity at the
student [level] but increase the capacity for the students
in delivering improved programs to the same size of the
student body and therefore there was no increase on the
municipal infrastructure to support that.”

Speaking against the recommendation, several
Councillors pointed to the unique position SAC has within
the community as not just a school, but a school that is in
the position to rent out its facilities not to the Town and
public. In particular, Councillor Evelyn Buck spoke to the
recent Mayor’s Luncheon hosted by the Aurora Chamber
of Commerce in the dining hall.

“I see that as competition with local businesses, and we
read that a standalone ice facility is planned; I see that as
potential commercial rental, particularly in the summer;”
she said. “I am mindful of the change I think is possible
with the change of facilities and I cannot support the
continued deferral for development charges for SAC under
these circumstances.”

In discussing the possibility of the deferral with the
stakeholders, Al Downey, Aurora’s Director of Parks and
Recreation said that he asked if SAC was interested in
public access to the new facilities and they indicated that
was under consideration. He said with the arena, he had
some concerns with rentals and the impact that might have
on the Town’s bottom line.

“If it promotes some migration [to SAC from the Town
ice] we may have to have some reaction to that, but we can’t
comment specifically on how much of a market we would
be challenged with,” he said.

In voting against the recommendation, Councillor
Wendy Gaertner said she could not vote in favour of
something that could leave $235,000 that would otherwise
be due to taxpayers lying on the table. While Councillor
Ballard expressed a similar sentiment he said he believed
going forward with the plan could set a negative precedent.

“II’'m] worried that businesses that continue to come to
us and ask for tax breaks will now have a tool and be able to
say, ‘you did it for that organization to defer their taxes until
they sold or the use changed.” What would stop a developer
from coming to us and say ‘we’re bringing in a high profile
company. Would you defer the DCs until they sell or the use
of that property changes down the road?’

“Iam more than a little concerned that we’re opening up
a Pandora’s Box and making it very difficult for ourselves
to say yes to an organization and absolutely no to everyone
else.”

2013 is a very special year
as Aurora marks its 150th anniversary and

THE AURORAN

would like to hear your stories!

What are your favourite memories of living in Aurora?
Is it a special event, a special person, or a special place?
What do you define as the “Aurora Experience”?
Would you like to share a photo
highlighting “the best of Aurora”?

We would like to share your insights.

To submit memories, stories or photos, please email
letters@auroran.com or call 905-727-3300

THE AURORAN

CLASSIFIEDS

PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST/SECRETARY re-
quired for busy real estate office — 20-25 hrs/wk. Flexi-
ble day/evening/weekend hours. Real estate experience
required. Proficient computer skills & pleasant
telephone manner a must. Salary commensurate with
experience. Email resumes to admin@lhlindrealty.
com, Attn: Office Manager. Only those selected for an
interview will be contacted. Previous applicants need
not apply.

ML LANDSCAPE

AURORA
+ GRASS CUTTING - GARDENS

DESERVE
HELP

Personal Support Worker
Certified

289-380-2754
kybartas50@hotmail.com

« EAVESTROUGH - WINDOW WASHING
YARD CLEAN-UP

MIKE: 905-503-5342

50s, 60s, 70s FURNI-
TURE for sale — matched
French provincial love
seats, chair, Queen Anne-
style sofa, chairs, carved
mirror with matching
sconces, pine open dough

ONE OF
AMERICA’S
EST financial services
companies is rapidly
expanding in this area.
If you desire a dynam-
ic career with excellent

NORTH
LARG-

) income potential, call
box, Beattie wash stand, Ruth Greaves at 1-888-240-
floral chaise lounge, 47g7.
matching end tables and
vanity with marble tops, Th ank You
woven Kkitchen chairs f i
with matching glass/teak Or supporting
table, maple Queen Anne- THE AURORAN
style sideboard in great Classified

condition with mahogany
inlay, and pair of gold-
en woven tweed bucket
chairs. Call 905-727-6497.

Advertisers
Call 905-727-3300
to advertise

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners

Aurora 905-841-6969
Hollidge and Bayview

Qo
| ) ( |

| ANY SERVICE 540 OR OVER |

Excludes shirt laundering.
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. |
| Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

| $25 AND OVER
Excludes shirt laundering.
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners
- — —_—

ANY SERVICE WITH |

T enos e |
%
50% OFF
| ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS |
Excludes shirt laundering.
| One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. |

Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners
L _ *eﬂﬁng lauLdered shi;ts and aﬁﬁons
&<
| WE HONOURALL LOCAL |
| COMPETITORS COUPONS |

Excludes shirt laundering.
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order.
| Cannot be combined with any other offer. |
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

-9

- 25%OFF

Excludes shirt laundering. d
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order.
| Cannot be combined with any other offer. I

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners
- — —

crystalwhitedrycleaners.ca

(

NOBLETON
DENTAL OFFICE

is looking for a

Dental Assistant

to join our team.
Experience neccessary.
Please fax resume
Attn: Jodie
905-859-8108
or call 905-859-5170 )

QIGONG WORKSHOP

Wisdom Heart Qigong
Gentle meditative movements
led by Dr. Chok Hiew, WHQ Founder

April 27,28 9-4pm
Southdown Institute, Aurora
$175 ($145 earlybird by April 15)

TO REGISTER
Contact Myra 416-802-5434.

myra8thfire@hotmail.com

RESIDENTIAL
CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for MATURE INDIVIDUALS to join our
friendly team. FT/PT position required
Competitive wages, no weekends, no evenings.
Drivers needed.

Aurora Newmarket area
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445
and leave a message between
8.30 a.m. and 5 p.m.

NEW FULL TIME POSITIONS

1. Certified Forklift...Immediate Night shift $14.25/ hr.
2. Didde Printing Press Operators

3. Envelope Machine Op’s

4. Packers-Days, Afternoon & Night shifts — Bolton
5. CNC Operators

6. CSR.....Woodbridge Door Co.

7. CSR......Printing exp. a must

8. Pick & Pack, days & afternoons, Alliston

9. Restoration Estimator & Technicians (IICRC)

10. HVAC Technician — Residential

Note * Resumes only, no phone calls
* Only qualified persons will be contacted

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax
866-274-7231 Toll Free

MOTIVATED STAFFING INC

“Our Business Is People”

Simcoe-York

Group of Newspapers
EDITOR

Simcoe-York Group of Newspapers is currently hiring for
the position of Editor at one of our local newspapers.

The editor will be expected to:
Produce several bylined new and feature stories each
week
Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips
Coordinate and edit content and columns submitted
for publication
Take photographs
Show proficiency at using social media, Mac

computers, and QuarkXPress, InDesign, Photoshop and
other programs necessary for the publication of a
weekly newspaper

Work some evenings and weekends, as required

Qualifications:
Diploma in journalism preferred
Candidates should have experience working on
the editorial side of the newspaper industry
Excellent writing, editing and photography skills
Valid driver's license and a reliable vehicle

The ideal candidate will have a distinct
willingness to cover both community
events, local politics, and be able

fo work in a team-oriented

yet sel-motivated

environment.

Interested

and qualified
candidates should
forward their cover

letter and resume to
rs@simcoeyorkprinting.com
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The weather is starting to
warm up — well, almost — so this
week I feel the need to give some
pointers on when it’s a good time
to do any exterior painting. The
time is getting close, but not quite
yet.

First, you will need at least
three days of temperatures above
10 degrees to even consider doing
exterior painting. Ideally, it
should be five days, but three will
do.

At the other end of the
spectrum, you don’t want it to be
too hot either.

If it is too cold, then the paint
will - to use my own term for it
— freeze dry. If it is too hot, with
extreme heat and sun blazing on
the surface, the paint will dry too
quickly. In either case you will
have the same result — paint that

has not adhered properly to the
surface and in a year’s time you
will undoubtedly have cracks and
flakes. A considerable amount of
wasted time and effort.

The best time is the spring or
fall. Most will prefer to tackle the
outdoor projects in the spring to
spruce things up for the summer
season. Why do it in the fall? It’s
going to be covered in snow soon
enough!

Given our weather, and the
extremes of the four seasons,
our homes’ exteriors take quite
the beating - with painted or
stained surfaces taking the worst
of it. Careful and considered
maintenance is the best way to
protect your home’s exterior from
wear and tear.

The best way to maintain these
surfaces for a long time, protect

ASK TOM

Tom Mrakas

Now is the time
for outdoor
maintenance

them from rotting and generally
keep them looking like new is
to do a kind of spring clean up -
much like you do with the rest of
your spring cleaning.

Once the weather warms up

sufficiently, choose the surfaces
that need some care, do a quick
sand of the surfaces and then a
quick refresh coat of paint. If it’s
a deck you are maintaining, put
on coat of water sealer.

I would recommend this basic
outdoor surfaces maintenance
at least once a year. The most I
would let it go is two. The most
common reason that you get
the rotted window sills or deck
boards rotting is because the
maintenance has been neglected.

If you take care of the
maintenance on a yearly basis
your decks and windows will
last much longer — which, in the
long run saves you a great deal of
money, and aggravation!

Now if you just don’t like the
idea of yearly maintenance, then
there are a number of relatively

care free products you can use
to minimize the need to do the
outdoor work, but keep in mind
though, maintenance free comes
at a cost. These products are quite
a bit more expensive than regular
products.

If you take some time every
year and take care of your decks,
windows and doors you will have
a stunning exterior for many
years. Or you can pay a bit extra
for products that allow for a
relatively care-free exterior. The
choice is yours!

So until next week, remember
a good job, is a job well done! Also
if you have any questions you can
reach me at wwuw.facebook.com/
anastasisdesign or on twitter, @
ADesign_build and email of course
Anastasis@anastasisdesign.ca

AT YOUR SERVICE

A directory of who does what in your community

. y, RUSTPROTECTION
From $169* - $79 Call for details <~

- Call for details I~ 905-713-6420- 15296 Yonge St. =
wL (NW side of Wellington) 7
www.transitauto.ca -

SAME DAY SERVICE « FREE ESTIMATES - SERVICING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS

aranteed Chip Repairs

From $49*

- Call for details

Aurora Gateway

NEW PATIENTS AND EMERGENCIES WELCOME

905.503.CARE (2273)

mum@ ﬂﬂm Cortrucdcnpayais

WWW.LOKIAUTOCOSMETICS.COM

TeI 905 503 2040 * UNIT # 2 136 WELLINGTON ST. E. AURORA

o CLEANERS
CRYSTAL CLEANING|__MADTO SHINE

— Professional dleaning with  personal touch
(ommercial/residential

. ~Serving Aurora for 15 years~
wany day any time Insured & Bonded » Owner Operated
FREE ESTIMATE

9053921589 W 905-713-5636

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

- (905) 841-6243
MOLLY MAID www.mollymaid.ca

ENOVATION COMPANY

28 YEARS EXPERIENCE  ins¥iderangeof |

. Basement « Bathroom - Kitchen
- Flooring - Doors & Trim - Additions

Call Elio 416-882-7403

‘ cremation™

Complete cremation service for $1,960.55.

This service is provided by Roadhouse & Rose Funeral Home

Dignified.
Respectful.

www.simplecremationaurora.com | 905.895.6631

NOT EVERYONE

needs your services all the time, but, if you want to be
there when they do, advertise in The Auroran
At Your Service Directory — 905-727-3300

Your trustec[ SOMVCefOT custom

l___l_,-] e glass showers, glass table tops

aﬂd‘ﬂ’llTTOTSfOT over 50 years’

905-773-5203 * shop@uppercanadaglass.ca

GLASS

13110 Yonge Street, Richmond Hill, Ontario

HANDYMAN BE THERE

WHEN YOUR
ﬂ SERVICES ARE
’ ) fodl jour NEEDED.
household needs ADVERTISE
: IN THIS SPOT.

CALL:905-727-3300

Design*Patios*Decks*Cabanas

905-888-9500

auroralandscape@gmail.com

AIRPORT LIMO

ECO-LIMO (AURORA BASED)

o

Eco-friendly
¥4 hybrid vehicles

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln Hybrid for your next airport or
downtown transportation. Very competitive rates starting at only $79.00.
(all Alan @ 905-727-8600 or 416-992-3811

e-mail: eco.limo@icloud.com Website: greenlimousines.ca

!EI" ]

, ADVERTISE YOUR
LUESBY'’S BUSINESS
MEMORIALS| | iNnTHISSERVICE

GRANITE - MARBLE DIRECTORY
aBRONIE 905-727-3300
905.895.4931 Bus.
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

« Heated Units

- Packaging & Storage
Supplies (Buy or Rent)

« 24 Hr Monitored Security

«Video Surveillance

« Indoor & Outdoor Storage

905.775.6363 » 1.888.332.3438 « Cell: 905.252.2406

Dﬂ@lﬂ&@
POWERWASH

GTA - AURORA - NEWMARKET|

Eco-Friendly /- i ; ‘
Hot water &\ AQUAFX AL

905-235-2037 416-558-5646

& TOP QUALITY

¢ GUARANTEED

20 yrs. experience
FREE ESTIMATES

IDA COMPOUNDING PHARMACY

Hollidge Medical Centre

Next door in Unit B6

! 130 Hollidge Blvd., Suite B4,
Aurora, Ontario
Bio-Identical Hormone | 905-841-5554

l" Lowest Dispensing Fee In Town

Compounding of
J 905'750'0008 Under New Management

| S

S0

TREE CARE THIS
SUNSET BEECH o
TREE CARE

Pruning - Removals SPOT

Consulting « Bracing Advertise Your
647-989-3509 Business Here

irbryant@gmail.com 905-727-3300

ADVANCEI&Tree Gare

905.478.2300 toll free 866.478.2301 email@advancedtreecare.ca

Consulting | Tree Pruning | Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control | Soil Enhancement | Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

Schomberg Community

Tree Services Servicing the surrounding areas:

 from one branch to entire tree
* complete removal e stump grinding ® Best Rates
* multiple tree removal ¢ high risk WW beat any
e « diseased trees ® storm damaged tree removal written quotation.
FULLY INSURED - CONSUMERS’ FIRST CHOICE Call Tony for a free estimate:

Call Tony for a free estimate: (647) 889-2852 or (905) 939-7278

Simply the best!

BENEFITSOFA  JJivlesr () Demol
~ REFINEOSOFT << —=> S
w WATER SOFTENER
* Removes harmful chemicals & calcium build-up
* Removes chlorine, prevents stripping hair colour & dry skin. =
* Easy effortless programming capabilities.

$100.90 OFF

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: (905) 751-0845 _
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largest shoe store north of metro

GRAND RE-OPENING

On Saturday

April 27 For more than 40 years, Omars Shoes has been
p ’

e the destination of choice for Aurora and area
Please join us for our residents looking for comfortable, stylish

FR E E footwear for the entire family.

It all began in 1970 when Omar and Amina Khamissa
DRAW opened their modest Mom and Pop outlet in a
1,200-square-foot storefront.

Now operated by Raz and Mae Khamissa, Omars

boasts a staff of seasoned, professional shoe-fitters,
all busily and happily operating in a 7,000-square-foot
centre for fashionable footwear that has sustained its

leading reputation by offering outstanding customer

service, knowledgeable staff, quality products and
greater selection. And their history of helping to ease
common foot problems has added to their
small-town, retail family tradition.

6 pal rS The secret to Omars success is simple - Service,

Selection and Dedication to our valued customers.

Of Omars goes that extra step to ensure that children
are carefully measured and fitted with good-quality

S H O ES shoes that provide room to grow. The selection of
shoes for men and women in medium, wide and
(valued up to $1 000) %’;(r)an-;/gidAeresei]zes is among the largest in the Greater

Omars is known for it's comfortable shoes and
specializes in fitting shoes for orthotics. Omars’ staff
members are dedicated to providing the correct fit
and shoe for your foot.

We want you to own quality shoes that look good, feel

great and wear well. Shoes that will add flair to your
wardrobe and comfort to your feet.

There will also be many other great

IN-STORE PROMOTIONS

to celebrate our renovation

Congratulations from

OIS0 905-727-9391

Where great shoes and great service are a great fit. 14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre
DON'T FORGET — EARN FREE SHOES — JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB! _ www.omarsshoes.com
Celebrating our 43rd year of business in Aurora. Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes




