
OPEN HOUSE
If you are looking for ways to keep active after summer winds down and may be appre-

hensive about taking that first step into the gym, you can have your chance this Saturday
as Club Aurora opens its doors.

Club Aurora will host its fifth annual open house on Saturday, September 17 from 7.45
a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex on Industrial Parkway.

"Healthy lifestyles and being active are important for families in our community," said
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe in a statement. "We invite the public to attend our open house and
have a chance to get fit and have fun!"

According to Melodie McKay, Manager of Recreation for the Town of Aurora, the Club
Aurora open house is a perfect opportunity for families with kids 10 and up to see what
facilities the Town has to offer and family fitness classes will be running throughout the day,
including cycle programs and a "Yoga in the Park" event from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. at the neigh-
bouring Lambert Willson Park.

If thinking about attending the open house but have younger kids in tow, Club Aurora
will be providing child care service onsite.

OPENING
If you are enthusiastic about Aurora's heritage and would like to put that interest into

action, the Town of Aurora is seeking an additional citizen member for the Town's Heritage
Advisory Committee. 

Interested members of the community are invited to submit their application to Deputy
Clerk Cindy Janzen either by writing at cjanzen@aurora.ca, by fax at 905-726-4732, or in
person at the second floor administration desk at Town Hall by Wednesday, October 12,
2011. 

Heritage Advisory Committee members appointed earlier this year included David
Heard, Erina Kelly, John McIntyre, former deputy mayor Bob McRoberts, Jacqueline
Stuart, and Councillors Sandra Humfryes and John Abel. Stuart has retired.
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Crowds were larger than usual at the 6th annual RibFest held
in Aurora on the weekend. Above, Davor Zuddr, from Uncle
Sam’s Barbecue in Alburquerque, New Mexico, shows off ribs
that were on sale.              Auroran photo by David Falconer 

Board member explains 
why Aurora gave school 
desks to another museum

The Aurora Historical Society
has refuted claims made at
Town Council by heritage advo-
cate David Heard that some of
Aurora's historic artefacts have
found homes in museums
beyond town limits. 

Mr. Heard made his claims as
a delegate at last week's gener-

al committee meeting where he
said there was a "serious con-
cern" about some artefacts
unaccounted for in Aurora's col-
lection, with some ending up on
display at the Whitchurch
Stouffville museum.

"He stated they had acquired
some items and are also receiv-

ing grants to acquire more
pieces from our collection," said
Mr. Heard, citing conversation he
had with an unnamed member of
the Whitchurch Stouffville
Heritage Committee. "It may
have been hogwash, but I visited
our curator and found the state-
ment to be partially true. There
were some items turned over to
the Whitchurch Stouffville
Museum and the Stouffville cura-
tor confirmed this.

"Who approved giving our
items away?" he asked. "In my
opinion they belong to the citi-
zens of this community through
the generosity of our ancestors."

But not so fast, said John
McIntyre of the Aurora Historical
Society.

According to Mr. McIntyre, the
only items from Aurora's collec-
tion that have gone to the
Whitchurch Stouffville Museum
were a select few items that did
not have any connection to
Aurora's past.

"There are a number of
school desks which have, in fact,
gone to the Whitchurch
Stouffville Museum," he said.
"They were previously in the col-
lection of the Historical Society
but they are not Aurora artefacts.
That is the important thing.
Whitchurch Stouffville has a
one-room school and as part of

The Magna Hoedown, held in Aurora Saturday Night raised a
total of $521,000 for a number of local charities. The figure
was $7,000 higher than last year. Frank Stronach, left, was the
host of the event.        Auroran photo by David Falconer 

Council set to approve
new procedural bylaw

Councillors are set to approve
this week a number of measures
contained in a new draft procedur-
al bylaw recommended by Town
Clerk John Leach which could see
revised and reiterated rules on how
members of council should con-
duct themselves at the table. 

Rules pertaining to the behav-

iour of individual councillors domi-
nated much of the discussion, as it
did when proposed changes to the
procedural bylaw last came 
forward in June.

Particularly, some members
wanted clarification on what meas-
ures could be taken by the mayor

Time kills discussions
Council has once again put off

discussion of the Town's proposed
new litigation and indemnification
policies, this time until a general
committee meeting in October.

This is the second time the
items were deferred, following a
recommendation from staff to do so
at last month's council meeting to
September 6.

The items were deferred to

October from last Tuesday's meet-
ing due to time constraints faced in
a three-and-a-half hour council
meeting.

Of the three-and-a-half hours in
the chamber before council
resolved into closed session to dis-
cuss two further items, approxi-
mately five minutes were covered
by the approval of the agenda

Please see page 15

Please see page 16
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COMING EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

Baby Talk supports language development with Blue Balloon and will be part of
a free seminar with a pediatric health specialist covering normal language develop-
ment and how best to support language acquisition in your child, with games and
activities at the Aurora Public Library beginning at 7 p.m. in the Magna Room. Pre-
register at the Adult Information Desk, or call 905-727-9493, option 4.

* * * *
“Surrealism, High Realism, Expressionism.” Join three exhibiting artists at the

Aurora Cultural Centre this evening for a free Opening Reception from 7 p.m. to 9
p.m. In the Blue Gallery, high realism painter George Boyer presents Moments in
Time show and sale of paintings; the Red Gallery will host abstract painter Katja Van
den Enden with the exhibition and sale Freedom of Expressionism. Surrealist artist
Marcelo Suaznabar will present an Artist Walk and Talk at 7.15 p.m. to discuss his
new large scale works in the exhibition “Mensajes del Tiempo” (Time Messages).
Aurora Cultural Centre is located at 22 Church Street and is fully accessible at the
north entrance. For more information send an e-mail to info@auroraculturalcentre.ca
or call 905-713-1818.

* * * *
The Probus Club of Aurora resumes regular meetings today at the Royal

Canadian Legion hall, 105 Industrial Parkway North at 10 a.m. New members are
welcome.  For more information call: Marilyn Munslow at 905-727-9344, or Bob
Staley, at 905-727-5017.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
The Aurora Seniors’ Centre will hold its second annual Dog and Mutt Show

behind the centre on John West Way from 1 p.m. (rain or shine). A barbecue will also
be available. Registration forms are now available from the centre. Maximum is 30
entrants. For further information contact Michelle Stemer at 905-727-3123, ext.
3611.

* * * *
Walk of Hope to raise funds for the Ovarian Cancer Canada happens today from

the Farmers’ Market at 9 a.m. Contact Gayle Palmer for further information at
gaylepalmer@msn.com.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
The annual Terry Fox Run takes place today from the Sheppard’s Bush soccer

fields beginning at 8.30 a.m. with registration. Participants have the choice of a five-
kilometre run/walk/bike/roller blade or a two-kilometre forest stroll. For more informa-
tion go to www.terryfox.org which also includes on-line pledging or contact Hank Van
Bakel at hvanbakel@ortech.ca.

* * * *
Paul Neufeld’s popular Sunday sessions returns this fall with the first of a set of

four relaxed afternoon monthly jazz piano concerts, each with a special guest. Today
Paul invites Hugh Marsh, an improvising violinist who has worked with everyone
from Loreena McKennitt to Moe Kauffman, Bruce Cockburn and Robert Palmer.
Tickets are $15 each, or $45 for a family of four. The session begins at 2 p.m. at the
Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
Today is the start of Fall Programs and Workshops for children, teens and adults

at the Aurora Cultural Centre. From group guitar, to painting, drawing, wood and
stone carving, to teen drama, songwriting, arts classes, a variety of one-day work-
shops will take place. Check out the website for all the program offerings or call for
a brochure. The Aurora Cultural Centre is fully accessible at north entrance. 
For more information send an e-mail to info@auroraculturalcentre.ca,
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca or call 905-713-1818.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
Movie tonight at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre is “Arthur” starring Russell Brand,

Helen Mirren and Jennifer Garner. Arthur is a rich, alcoholic playboy with no regards
to his working life. After another drunken run-in with police, his aloof mother has had
enough and forces him to marry Susan, a proper business woman, or else he will
lose his inheritance. Just as he's engaged to Susan, he meets Naomi a free-spirited
girl who Arthur thinks is perfect for him. Any attempts at holding down a job are fruit-
less, so Arthur has to decide, what is more important: love, or his mother's money. 

Movie starts at 6.30 p.m. and costs $1.50 for members.
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

This year the Aurora Chamber of Commerce’s Annual General Meeting will be
held this evening from 5.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m., at the Aurora Cultural Centre, 22
Church Street. The 2010 - 2011 Audited Financial Statements and year end reports
will be presented, followed by the induction of the Board of Directors. A cocktail
reception, catered by Maunders Food Shop, will follow the formal part of the meet-
ing. Cost is $10 for members. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
Spirit Nights – A Taste of Wine at the Aurora Cultural Centre. Enjoy an evening

of ‘tutored tastings’ of limited edition wines, paired with artisan cheeses, all led by
wine expert Chris Price. Round out the evening with visits to all three galleries with
the artists in attendance to talk about their works, and the melodies of jazz pianist
Paul Neufeld. Tickets are $60 each and tables of eight are available for groups. Net
proceeds benefit programming at the Centre. For tickets or inquiries contact the
Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, at info@auroraculturalcentre.ca or phone
905-713-1818. Mark your calendars for two more Spirit Nights: 
Friday, October 21, 2011Oktoberfest! With George Kash's lively band & Saturday,
December 3, 2011 Scotch - A Night of Nosing sampling the finest single malts.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
The Art of Stenciling, with Deborah Mores, an artist, teacher, home furnishing

designer and business owner. She will bring more than 30 years of expertise to this
workshop from 1 to 3 p.m. in the Lebovic Room.  $20 per person and you must be
18 years and older.  Pre-register at the Adult Information Desk, or call 905-727-9493,
option 4.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Movie tonight at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre is “Pride and Prejudice” starring

Kiera Knightly. Sparks fly when spirited Elizabeth Bennett meets single, rich, and
proud Mr. Darcy. But Mr. Darcy reluctantly finds himself falling in love with a woman
beneath his class. Can each overcome their own pride and prejudice? Movies start
at 6:30 p.m. and costs $1.50 for members.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
The Triple P Parenting workshop series returns to Aurora Public Library. Join the

group the last Wednesday of each month, September to May, excluding December.
A variety of topics will help you answer your parenting questions and needs. All
meetings at 7 p.m. in the Magna Room. Pre-register at the Adult Information Desk
or call 905-727-9493, option 4.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
The Aurora Chamber of Commerce first Business After Five meeting is a com-

plimentary event hosted by Apple Suites, 16 Industrial Parkway South, which runs

from 5.30 to 7.30 p.m.  
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

Theatre Aurora presents Michael Healey's The Drawer Boy. This thoughtful and
touching Canadian drama tells the story of two boyhood friends, Morgan and
Angus, who live together on a farm. Morgan is a tough-minded, stubborn man who
cares for Angus, who suffered brain damage and memory loss during the bombing
of London in the Second World War. Angus is initially identified as "the drawer boy"
because he used to design buildings, and has the talents of an architect. A visitor
threatens to unravel their memories. Produced by Kay Valentine and directed by
Andrea Emmerton.   Performances are September 30, October 1, 6, 7, 8, 9 (mati-
nee), 12, 13, 14, 15, with evening performances at 8 p.m. and the matinee at 2 p.m.
Theatre Aurora is located at 150 Henderson Drive, Aurora. Purchase tickets on-line
through the web-site www.theatreaurora.com, or you may contact the box office by
email at taboxoffice@bellnet.ca or by telephone at 905-727-3669.

OCTOBER 1, 2, 6 AND 7
The Canadian Cancer Society: Holland River Unit will be running the Pink

Ribbon event in October. October is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month and
volunteers from the Canadian Cancer Society will be selling pink ribbons on the
above dates to raise awareness about breast health. Funds raised during this cam-
paign will support breast cancer research and community programs for people liv-

ing with breast cancer and their families.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1

The Juno nominated Sultans of String bring their CD release tour to the Aurora
Cultural Centre tonight at 7.30. Tickets are available at the door from the Cultural
Centre for general admission seating for $30. Advance tickets are $25.

* * * *
You're invited to be part of the Aurora Artist Studio Tour 2011, a group of pro-

fessional artists along with emerging artists from Aurora, inviting the public into our
homes for our second year two day annual studio tour on Saturday and Sunday,
October 1st and 2nd, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The following artists are already partic-
ipating: Jean Beard, David Beard, Deborah Campo, Eva Folks, Maya Rodrigues,
Judy Sherman and Christine Valentini.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4
The Tuesday Philosophy Club meets tonight at the Aurora Public Library in the

Lebovic Room at 7 p.m.  What is the meaning of life? Why are we here? Is there an
ultimate purpose to my existence?  If these questions have ever crossed your mind,
join the club. No prior experience in philosophy is  required. Pre-register at the Adult
Information Desk, or call 905-727-9493, option 4.

✁

✁
Please see page 19

Look who’s selling Aurora!Look who’s selling Aurora!

York Group Realty Inc. Brokerage
15004 Yonge St., Aurora

geryandblaserhomes.com

York Group Realty Inc. Brokerage
15004 Y S A

905-727-1941

Call Aurora’s favourite Real Estate Team to work for you today!Call Aurora’s favourite Real Estate Team to work for you today!

2885 Lloydtown-Aurora Rd, KING

Charming bungalow on private, secluded 1
acre property.  Approximately 1,050 s/f, com-
pletely renovated with second kitchen in base-
ment.  Triple glazed windows, eaves, roof
doors, oil tank in 2004.   C/A in  2005.  Inviting
cedar deck.  Cleared yard with ample parking,
storage, future expansion for home and
garage.  Nothing to do but move in!  250
cedars line the property.  New gravel driveway.
Price $499,000

2560 Lloydtown-Aurora Rd, KING  
A quiet, secluded paradise with lavish gardens,
backing on to a 52 acre conservation with a
pristine stream running along it.  Renovated
kitchen, stone counters, tumbled marble back-
splash.  New windows, siding and roof.  Septic
updated in 2007, oil tank in 2005, double car
garage with porch out back.  Bathroom renovat-
ed, wood stove in Living Room with walk out to
inviting deck – perfect for entertaining.  A rare
find not to be missed.  Price:  $579,900.

32 Amberhill Way, AURORA 
Terrific home in sought after ‘Wellington
Heights’.    Excellent location for this well
priced semi, close to all amenities – GO
Transit, highways, schools, movie theatre,
parks and ravines.  Newer furnace and new
roof.  Call Marcel or Barb today to book your
appt !!  Price: $324,900  
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café    take-out restaraunt
European delicatessen • pastries • bakery • crepes • coffee • drinks

Every day from 7 am

160 Wellington St. E  
(at Industrial Pkwy N)

parking at rear

Special from $2.49
Egg, Bacon and Tomato

on a bun, with coffee

Crepes   -  Omelettes 

Lunch Special from $5.29
Soup and sandwich made fresh daily

Now serving Hot Breakfast

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Adult (16+)
Acrylics  (2 levels) 
Creative Writing  (2 levels)
Dance, Stretch & Tone
Drawing & Sketching  (2 levels)
Portraiture Figure Drawing
Group Guitar
Photography
Songwriting
Stone Carving
Watercolours
Wood Carving

Child / Teen
Drawing & Painting  (ages 11-15)
Fine Arts for Teens  (13+)
Intro to Cartooning & Anime  (6-12)
Mixed Media Fun  (6-10)
My First Art Class  (2–5)
Songwriting for Teens  (13+)
Teen Creative Writing  (13+)
Teen Drama Workshops  (13+)

Register now! Classes start
the week of September 19

For information check the website, 
call for a brochure, or drop in

Aurora Cultural Centre
22 Church Street

Aurora, ON  L4G 1G4  
905 713-1818

info@auroraculturalcentre.ca
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca

Ontario Premier Dalton McGuinty, centre, visited the riding of Newmarket
Aurora Friday. With him is Christina Bisanz, right, who is running in the riding
for the Liberal party.                                                 Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Premier visits riding
The 2011 Provincial election

campaign kicked into high gear
last week as the first of the party
leaders made a campaign stop
in Newmarket-Aurora.

Liberal Premier Dalton
McGuinty arrived in the riding
Friday morning and, accompa-
nied by Newmarket-Aurora
Liberal candidate Christina
Bisanz, toured SunEdison pro-
duction at Flextronics in
Newmarket.

A manufacturer of solar pan-
els and related solar energy, the
Premier's visit to the facility coin-
cided with the announcement of
the Liberal Party's goal to create
50,000 new jobs through the
Liberal Clean Energy Plan. 

"Because of our energy plan,
so far we have created 20,000
jobs and have about 30 busi-
nesses that have either set up
shop here or spend here and
employ 20,000 people," Premier
McGuinty told about 150
employees gathered in the fac-
tory. "By the end of next year,
we're going to have 50,000 peo-
ple working in clean energy and
I hope you get a great sense of
satisfaction doing it because
you're enabling us to shut down
coal fire generation in Ontario. 

"Coal is just not good for our
health; it is not good for our air. It
costs $3 billion every year in
health care costs. We're going to
be the first in North America to
shut down our coal generation.
We're also the fastest growing
energy jurisdiction in all of North
America."

He went on to tell employees
that Ontario's opposition parties
oppose the Liberal energy plan
and this would put their jobs at
risk. 

"I wish I had something differ-
ent to tell you, but I don't," he
said. "Those are the facts. Let's
keep moving forward together.
Let's not turn backwards; let's, as
an economy and a society, do all
we can to harness the sun and
the power of the wind and stop
burning coal. Let's protect our
children's health, and let's create
energy jobs for the future."

Following his tour of the facil-
ity, Premier McGuinty held a
media scrum in which he was
asked if by telling the
SunEdison/Flextronics employ-
ees that their jobs would be at
risk created "fear mongering”.

He replied that it is his job to
give them the facts and only one
party was committed to a clean
energy future and one party that
had a plan "nailed down to the
bedrock of our economic reality."

"If you believe it is right for us
to shut down coal, if you believe
it is right for us to clean up the air
for our children, if you believe it is
right for us to take advantage of
a window of opportunity when it
comes to clean energy then
there is only one party that is
going in that direction and it is
our direction," he said. "If you
don't believe in that, there are
some other choices and I
believe Ontarians in their heart
of hearts want new jobs and
they want a clean environment."

For local Liberal party candi-
date Christina Bisanz, the
Premier's visit to the riding "rein-
forced" to the people of the com-
munity the advantages of the
Liberal's clean energy policy.

"We are gaining the advan-
tages of clean energy policies of
the Liberal government and not
only in terms of job creation, but
positioning us here as a centre
for excellence in technology that
will serve our community but ulti-
mately the world," she said.

"I think that there will be other
opportunities for organizations
involved in the research and
development of renewable ener-
gy technologies with suppliers to
this organization to come and
locate and be close to this com-
pany and for other offset indus-
tries to align themselves with
what is happening here."

Both the Premier and Ms.
Bisanz also promoted the
Ontario Government's Feed In
Tariff (FIT) Program which offers
subsidies to encourage clean
energy production such as wind
and solar, a program the
Progressive Conservative party

claims is costly and promises to
scrap if they form the next gov-
ernment.

Ms. Bisanz said the pro-
gram's objective was to provide
"seed funding" to enable clean
energy technology to "get
grounded and grow, and this
happens in any new industry”.

Once it gets to scale, she
said, then the prices come down
considerably "when we get to
that point with the economies of
scale."

During the factory tour, a
company employee extolled the
virtues of the FIT program, not-
ing the jobs it helped create, but
this statement, however, provid-
ed a counterpoint to a claim by
PC candidate and incumbent
MPP Frank Klees who told The
Auroran last month that the
president of the company told
him the FIT program is "unsus-
tainable and they prefer to have
an open bidding process for
renewable energy" and had the
belief that keeping the program
would only result in an increased
energy cost "because taxpayers

are forced to subsidize it”.
When asked to reconcile the

statement with the enthusiasm
shown by the company on
Friday, Mr. Klees said, "They're
civil. Why would they not be?"

"[The company is] obviously
going to take whatever comes
their way and that is the program
in place today," he said. "They
have invested here, they are
going to continue to invest, but I
can tell you that they do not want
this program, this business, to
go under. They don't want to
shut down the 400 jobs that are
here. They will have to if the
McGuinty government program
continues. 

"That's why in discussions
with the executives here just
three weeks ago they expressed
in no uncertain terms to me that
the program that the PCs are
putting forward to put in place a
competitive, open bidding
process for the development of
solar energy is what they would
welcome because they know
that is the only way to sustain
this business."

Magna to match grant
Magna International Inc.,

with head offices in Aurora, this
week announced that the com-
pany will match a $1 million con-
tribution from the community
toward the establishment of
Belinda's Place, York Region's
first homeless shelter for single
women. 

Magna is matching a $1 mil-
lion contribution that has been
pledged by the Belinda's Place
Foundation, established in June
2009.  

The $1 million contribution
from Magna will be used to cre-
ate an endowment fund that will
support programs and services
for women who access the shel-
ter.

Funds raised by local resi-
dents through the Belinda's
Place Foundation will be used

for the capital expenses associ-
ated with building the shelter,
which will be located in
Newmarket. 

"Magna is proud to be a sup-
porter of this vital community ini-
tiative," said former Aurora CEO
Marc Neeb, Executive Vice-
President, Global Human
Resources at Magna. "The
Magna donation will help give
women without a home the

shelter, skills and resources
they need to get back on their
feet and start anew." 

Expected to open in 2013,
Belinda's Place will offer single
homeless women the opportu-
nity to rebuild their lives through
life-changing services that pro-
mote stability, dignity and self-
reliance.  

For more information, visit
www.belindasplace.ca.
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Seems people realize how old I am, or is it just my imagination?      
The Aurora Historical Society is holding an "At the Hop" dance

next month and you can bet I'll be there.
According to a Press Release "the event will feature music,

favourite foods, fashion and décor from the 50's!" 
They'll get moving to the groove with The Domino Show Band

(Aurora's own Brian Larter tickling the ivories) and another Aurora
favourite, The Thursday Night Jam Band rounding out the night.

You can expect some cool stuff to be raffled off at their "Go For
Pinks" raffle.  

I had to think about that one.
Then I remembered the movie "Grease" where the Danny char-

acter announces "We're racing for pinks."
"Pinks?"
"Pinks, you punk!  Pink slips!  Ownership papers!"  
No worries.
They assure me they're not racing scooters down Church Street.
Just a fun theme to raffle off great stuff donated by supportive busi-

nesses in town. Needless to say sponsorship opportunities are avail-
able.

The event will be held Saturday, October 29 from 8 p.m. until 11
p.m. at the Aurora Cultural Centre, better known as the Church Street
School.

It'll cost you $40 per person to attend or for $300 you'll get a
reserved VIP Table, which includes eight guests and a bottle of bub-
bly.

I'm told there are a limited number of event tickets so be sure and
reserve yours early. 

By attending you will help support the required restoration and
enhanced exhibit space at Aurora's National Historic Site Hillary
House.

In 2012 Hillary House will celebrate its 150th Anniversary and it's
worth our support, in my opinion, to maintain it as a viable piece of the
Yonge streetscape, not only as a key element of Aurora's history but
also as a destination for tourists and special events to help support it. 

If you're a regular reader of this column, you know that Patricia and
I toured a few historic places this summer.

All very interesting and well-kept by what we imagined were mul-
titudes of volunteers over the years and significant community invest-
ment. 

The Historical Society plans to keep Hillary House around for
many, many years.

Support from the private and corporate sectors is critical to that
vision.

We're lucky to have a National Historic Site in this town and some-
times we need reminding of that. So get your poodle skirt and tight
jeans out of mothballs and join Patricia and I "at the hop".

To reserve your tickets contact The Aurora Historical Society at
905-727-8991 or  cdo@aurorahs.com.

Another rock, roll
evening to attend

You could never
guess where this
house was, so we’ll
tell you. The house in
question, both pic-
tures, was located at
the corner of Yonge
and Reuben Streets,
just north of Kennedy.
Today, the site is
occupied by a two-
storey building and is
the home of Sorley
and Still, Barristers
and Solicitors. It was
once full of doctors’
offices. Thank you to
David Heard for 
supplying the photo-
graphs.

Voice Festival 
seeks donations

To the editor,

This year the
Newmarket Voice
Festival, a sleeping giant,
will be held November 7
to 12.

The Newmarket Voice
Festival is in its 16th year,
and has been fortunate
over the years to attract
some very distinguished,
talented and accom-
plished adjudicators to
assist the singers in their
field of study.

This year the adjudica-
tors are Ingemar Korjus,
Jennifer Tung and Tom
Oliver.

The Festival provides a
wide variety of cate-
gories, representing many
styles of singing and the
music of many cultures.

Contestants range in
age from eight years and
under to university stu-
dents, and are primarily
from Aurora, Newmarket
and other areas of York
Region.

With ever rising tuition
costs for many of today's
university students, the
Festival supports the fur-
ther development of the
art of singing and of tal-
ented singers through the
provision of awards, tro-
phies and scholarships.

Scholarship recipients
are chosen by the adjudi-
cators, and the minimum
award is $100 to $1,500
for the higher disciplines.

Funds for these awards
are made available
through the generosity of
individuals and business
leaders within the com-
munity, and income tax
receipts are available.

We are building aware-
ness in the community
and beyond, and encour-
age you to check the fes-
tival's website
www.newmarketvoicefesti
val.com where everything
from entry, syllabus and
scholarship donor forms
may be downloaded.

It is our hope that you
will be able to assist us in
providing these young
singers with the support
necessary to improve
their skills, and achieve a
level of excellence in the
art of singing.

It is astonishing that
with the right exposure,
the nervous beginner
quickly becomes the
poised professional.

We look forward to
your participation in this
wonderful event, and
know that it will be a
rewarding experience for
you whether you are a
competitor, or someone
we can count on for finan-
cial support.

Irene Ilic 
Executive Director
905-830-6932
Rosalyn Gonsalves
Fundraising
905-830-6932

100 Watts 
By Christopher Watts

Aurora was awarded the Prince of Wales prize in recogni-
tion for its commitment to heritage, specifically the planning
of a state of the art museum inside the Church Street School.

There’s one small problem.
We don’t have one.
Instead a fully restored building for that purpose relegates

the town’s historical collection to a storage area so that a
“Culture Club” can hold wine tastings, galas and other elitist
events.

The excuse made for this switch reads like a page from
Doug Ford’s playbook: “Museums don't make money.”

Like a museum, the Aurora Public Library isn’t in the busi-
ness of making money.  Are we to believe that somehow
lessens its value?  

It’s extremely rich for anyone to claim that a museum
shouldn’t exist when the very organization that has usurped
it has proven themselves incapable of operating without
$500,000 of the town’s money annually.

If there is any value in operating a “Cultural Centre” it
should not come at the cost of our museum.

Heritage is not about plaques and awards.
Aurora needs stewards that understand that sharing the

stories that shaped our past and making them come to life for
a community in a museum setting is nothing short of price-
less.

No museum here
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Children had to go to Toronto to see King, Queen
When our fox hunting

Prince of Wales, as
reported in a recent edi-
tion of The Auroran, suc-
ceeded to the throne fol-
lowing the death of his
father George V in
January 1936, his 11-
month reign as Edward
VIII came to an early and
abrupt end when he abdi-
cated in favour of his
younger brother Prince
Albert, Duke of York to
marry American divorcee
Wallis Simpson.

As the former King
and future Duke of
Windsor packed his bags
for Europe, his brother,
now King George VI his
wife Queen Elizabeth
(later the Queen Mother)
and their two daughters
Princess Elizabeth and
Princess Margaret
packed their bags for the
move to Buckingham
Palace.

Having been crowned
at Westminster Abbey in
the spring of 1937, their
bags were packed once
more two years later as
the new King and Queen
set sail for Canada in
1939.

It was the first visit of
a reigning King and
Queen to Canada and
the people of Aurora may

have been disappointed
to discover that their
monarchs' coast-to-coast
rail tour of Canada
passed to the east of
Town through communi-
ties l ike Pine Orchard
rather than coming
through Aurora l ike
George VI's three prede-
cessors. 

If Aurorans wanted
their kids to see George
VI and Queen Elizabeth
with their own eyes, they
had to go to them - and
that is exactly what they
did... with all Aurora stu-
dents loaded onto buses
in the wee hours of the
morning to head for the
Big Smoke.

Before the Royal
Couple arrived in Toronto
on May 22, 1939, the
May 19 edition of The
Aurora Banner told of the
journey being prepared
to take the local school
kids to see the King and
Queen in the provincial
capital at Exhibit ion
Place.

"Final arrangements
have been completed for
transpor ting all of the
school children in Town
to Toronto Exhibit ion
Park for the Royal visit of
Their Majesties on
Monday," they reported.

"The party will leave in
ten buses at 2.45 for the
park, where reservations
have been made.

"Sanitary arrange-
ments in both parks have
been provided by the
Parks Department of the
City of Toronto, and this
Depar tment has also
arranged for a supply of
drinking water for chil-
dren. St. John
Ambulance Corps has
provided for the setting
up of four first aid sta-
tions in the Park."

If it rained that day,
arrangements had also

been made to accommo-
date all the school chil-
dren in the park within
the Ex's Hor ticultural
Building and Process
Building (since demol-
ished) until the King and
Queen were about to
arrive.

At that point, they
were to be ushered into
their reserved waiting
areas to wave at the
motorcade as it passed
by. 

The 1939 article also
provides an interesting
contrast to the pains
school boards now go to

in order to ensure the
safety of their charges.

"The children will be
taken only with the con-
sent of parents," the arti-
cle notes. "Those in
charge wil l exercise
every care, but the
school board assumes
no responsibility."

The article also makes
mention of an interesting
memento it gleaned out
of the tr ip from the
Member of Parliament for
the day, Will iam Pate
Mulock - son of Sir
William Mulock who was
still going strong at 96 -

an envelope bearing
three commemorative
postage stamps issued
by the Royal Mail (now
Canada Post).

The three stamps -
one depicting the King
and Queen, another with
dual images of the two
Princesses, and one of
the Canadian War
Memorial, which the King
was to unveil in Ottawa -
were sent directly to
Aurora from the post
office aboard the Royal
Train and bore the post-
mark, consisting of the
King's standard.

His choices don’t include current sites
To the editor,

I have been following
Aurora Councils for quite
a while: receiving my first
paycheque as a volun-
teer firefighter in 1959,
attending to our parks for
24 years, and through
the 1980's where I, too,
served on council.

During those 12 years
there were a number of
decisions made that I did
not agree with nor sup-
port.  Even now I ques-
tion some decisions.

The Town Hall: Our
beautiful square-plan red

br ick Administrative
Centre was built on a
side hill.  Our building is
cracked and split t ing.
My choice would be
instead of spending mil-
lions renovating and an
addit ion, make the
Seniors' Centre an annex
to the Admin Centre, find
a new larger centre  for
the seniors, complete
with the needed parking
for this group. 

(We had our chance to
buy 13 acres and turn
the large building into
our Seniors' Centre and
Library.  The cost….1.2

million.  Council turned it
down. And here we are,
outgrowing both loca-
tions.)

Library: The current
site is landlocked on
three sides with l i t t le
parking and no expan-
sion area.  The present
site and building cost 16
million.  Where will we
construct a new library?
Look to Bradford as an
example of how it should
be!

Seniors' Centre:
Happily, the number of
seniors is growing every
year and will soon out-

grow their present site.
Adding to the present
location would be prohib-
it ive in cost, with the
town off ices needing
more space.  We need a
new Centre on a location
with parking.

Leisure Complex: I
was and still am against
the Leisure Complex
site.  The building lot was
a substandard choice
and dozens of concrete
stilts 80 feet deep were
required to hold up the
ice surface.  My choice
was to add an ice sur-
face to the Stronach

Centre. Years later my
choice remains the
same: to close the ice
surface at the Leisure
Complex and centralize
all ice making equipment
at the Stronach Centre.
The pad at the Complex
could be used for soccer,
ball hockey (a TV sport
now), and other sports.
The Leisure Complex ice
plant uses thousands of
gallons of our drinking
water to cool the ice
plant and make ice. This
goes on 24 hours a day,
7 days a week.

And, finally, I hear that

it is for sale, so let's buy
the armouries on
Larmont Street and do
something with it!

The above is not
about saving citizens on
the tax bill as I believe
we get great value for
our tax dollars.

I believe we have a
great mayor and council
who will look at the past
costs piled up by our for-
mer town leaders and
make the needed
changes.

Norman Weller
Aurora
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Peter Virtanen
CLU Agent, Aurora 

Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

“DON’T GET CAUGHT 
WITH YOUR 

BUMPER DRAGGING”

YORK SPRING & RADIATOR YORK SPRING & RADIATOR 
Come to 

FOR ALL YOUR 
SUSPENSION NEEDS

Extra leaves, shocks, coil springs & struts 
Cars, Trucks & Trailers

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  727-3121905

COLLISION CENTRES
Proudly serving Aurora
and surrounding areas.

23 Allaura Blvd., Aurora  905-727-6900
INSURANCE APPROVED

Family owned & operated since 1981
with over 100 years of combined experience.

Political parties not addressing Moraine issues
To the editor,

Lost in translation:
Local groups worried that
the Oak Ridges Moraine
is protected only on
paper.

This summer marked
the 10th anniversary of
the Oak Ridges Moraine
Protection Act.

No doubt, many people
in the Greater Toronto
Area believe that, thanks
to this piece of legislation
(along with the Oak
Ridges Moraine
Protection Plan that fol-
lowed), urban sprawl was
stopped in its tracks and
an ecological treasure
was saved. 

The reality is some-
thing quite different.

Yes, some protection
has been afforded the
moraine, but not nearly to
the degree that local citi-
zens and politicians, sci-
entists, environmentalists
and local communities

had fought for.
On the contrary,

despite carefully crafted
environmental policies
that appear sound, the
moraine has suffered
lower water levels, loss of
agricultural land, species
in decline and habitat
fragmentation.

Indeed, less than 10
per cent of the moraine
has been set aside to
protect important natural
areas. One study looking
at golf courses on the
moraine revealed that 10
courses alone can use as
much as 3.1 billion litres
of water annually, enough
to cover the needs of
25,000 people.

There are 47 golf
courses scattered across
what is one of southern
Ontario's most distinctive
physical features.

Is this what protection
looks like?

A dozen years ago, a
grassroots coalition, that

included Ontario Nature,
STORM and Earthroots,
pushed for the preserva-
tion of southern Ontario's
"rain barrel," so called
because the moraine's
aquifers supply clean
drinking water to more
than 250,000 people and
the moraine is the site of
the headwaters for 65
river systems. 

The moraine also sup-
ports extraordinary habi-
tats such as kettle lakes,
formed when half-buried
glaciers melted leaving
holes in the ground filled
with water, that are home
to plants, birds and rare
turtles.

Fully 40 per cent of
Ontario's species at risk
rely on the Oak Ridges
Moraine, and surrounding
protected countryside, for
survival.

Never theless, numer-
ous environmental
assaults threaten the
ecological integrity of the

moraine. Water taking is
especially worrisome.

More than 100 million
litres of water are
pumped out of (or leak
out of) the moraine's
aquifers every day while
runoff contaminates
ground and surface
water.

Yet during this election
season, none of the three
main political parties are
making meaningful rec-
ommendations address-
ing water protection on
the moraine.

Roads, pipes and
transmission lines contin-
ue to be built even
through core natural
areas.

Hundreds of thou-
sands of truckloads con-
taining fil l, in some
instances contaminated
with heavy metals and
petroleum hydrocarbons
from old industrial sites,
are dumped into aban-
doned aggregate pits.

No provincial monitor-
ing is in place to track
dumping.

Consequently, contam-
inated fill may end up in
the moraine's water-
sheds, posing significant
health risks to the citi-
zens who depend on
these sensitive features
for drinking water.

Golf courses and sub-
divisions continue to pop
up because they were
approved before the pro-
tection act was passed 10
years ago.

And while the aggre-
gate industry appears to
be unhampered by the
protective measures in
place for the moraine,
small landowners and
research groups find they
cannot make even sensi-
tive planning changes on
their property.

A review of the protec-
tion plan for the moraine
is scheduled for 2015 to
coincide with simultane-

ous reviews of other
provincial plans.

But we cannot wait until
then for these threats to
be addressed.

The Province needs to
fill in the regulatory loop-
holes that are undermin-
ing the reason the protec-
tion plan was created in
the first place. 

Ear throots, STORM
and Ontario Nature are
raising awareness about
the gaps in protection for
the moraine and what is at
stake as a result.

In the weeks leading up
to the election, everyone
who cares about the
moraine must speak out -
these issues aren't going
away, and will only get
worse if political leaders
and candidates continue
to ignore them.

The Oak Ridges
Moraine is one of the most
vital, continuous green
corridors left in southern
Ontario. The moraine sup-
ports a high concentration
of endangered species,
and we are seeing signifi-
cant strain on the water-
sheds that sustain us. 

Let's hold our political
candidates accountable.

Whoever wins this elec-
tion must address the cri-
sis in this one-of-a-kind
place.

The moraine can't wait.

Josh Garfinkel
Debbe Crandall
Caroline Schultz

Leave traffic calming measures 
in place, reader recommends
To the editor,

I would like to express
my strong disagreement
with Councillor Evelyn
Buck’s recently reported
suggestions that the
majority of the residents
in the northeast Aurora
neighbourhood, where
traffic calming measures
were installed, were unin-
formed about the process
and are now unhappy
with the outcome.

I live on one of the

affected streets.
I received all the same

communications as my
neighbours about the
process as it developed.

I had all the same
opportunities for input.

I par ticipated in the
same poll of neighbour-
hood residents’ opinions.

And I am delighted
with the outcome.  

I have certainly heard
a small handful of my
neighbours express frus-
tration with some of the

restrictions, but the vast
majority of complaints
about the traffic calming
have come from people
who do not live in the
neighbourhood and who
can no longer cut through
(at Yonge street speeds)
to avoid the congestion at
the Yonge-Wellington
intersection.

With traffic calming,
my daughter can safely
walk to and from school,
and walk the dog after
school to the park around

the corner without undue
concern for speeding traf-
fic.

My neighbours’ smaller
children and grandchil-
dren can ride their tricy-
cles and play on the side-
walks in safety.

I now feel confident
that there will be vir tually
no speeding commuters,
more intent on bypassing
traffic on the major thor-
oughfare than respecting
the safety needs of
pedestrians in our neigh-
bourhood.

I have gladly accepted
the relative inconvenience
of taking a circuitous
route to travel to and from
points east in exchange
for the significantly
reduced volume of
through-traffic past my
driveway.  

The problem that
should be addressed
remains the Yonge-
Wellington intersection,
and undoing even some of
the traffic calming meas-

ures would do nothing to
address the true issue.  

I entreat council to
leave our traffic calming
measures in place. 

Delfina Traxler
Aurora

Kennedy residents should watch 
what they wish for, reader says
To the editor,

The people of Kennedy
Street should be careful
what they wish for in
regards to traffic calming. 

The nor theast quad-
rant is a good example of
what could happen.

One of writers men-
tioned the fact there had
been an accident on
Kennedy Street.

These things happen,
however if you look at the
chicanes on Mark Street
& Walton Drive you can
see evidence of numer-
ous accidents that have

occurred because of and
involving the chicanes.
Just a month ago I saw
three cars in quick suc-
cession drive into and
over a chicane in front of
my house.

This was within 10
minutes.

The hazard increases
in winter as snow cannot
be properly plowed.

The bottom line is they
were a poor idea and they
do not work.

The speeders merely
look upon them as a chal-
lenge like some kind of
slalom course.

Hopefully the town will
see the light and remove
them soon.

Effective speed bumps
such as those on Center
Street would be more
practical and safer.

R. Lofkrantz
Aurora
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Bathroom 
& Kitchen Accessories

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

 

SHOES
EST. 1970

DON’T FORGET – EARN FREE SHOES – JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB! Celebrating our 41st year of business in Aurora.

905-727-9391
14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre

www.omarsshoes.com
SHOESS 905-727-9391

OMARS staff is experienced and trained to 
make sure you are properly fitted.

The New Balance 1211 cross-trainer 
    features our premier N-ergy technology 
       and is our most versatile performance trainer. 
          It is tuned for the gym and has a reduced 
             midsole height for greater responsiveness 
                  and stability during all athletic activity.

Available in mens and womens.

Selected styles 
    available in wide 
         and extra-wide 
               widths as well 
                      as sizes 14 
                          and 15.

President reminds readers of candlelight ceremonies
To the editor,

The Royal Canadian
Legion Col. Fred Tilston
V.C. Branch 385 Aurora,

asks you to please join us
on Saturday, September
17, 2011 and Sunday
September 18, 2011 for
our Annual Candlelight

Tribute at the Aurora
Cemetery on Yonge
Street.

Late in the afternoon of
Saturday, September

17th, Branch members,
Ladies Auxiliary members,
Cadets from the Queen's
York Rangers and the 140
Aurora Air Squadron will

be placing a small red
candle and Canadian flag
on all known Veterans
grave sites (if you know of
a Veteran that we have

missed, please let us know
and we will add their name
to our list).  

We will be placing
approximately 430 candles
which will remain burning
throughout the night in
silent tribute.

Please take the time to
drive through the cemetery
on Saturday night, or view
the candles from Yonge
Street.

You will be amazed at
what a beautiful sight it is.

On Sunday, September
18th at 2 p.m., we will be
holding a Drumhead
Service on the grounds of
the Cemetery.

We invite all members
of the public to come out
and share in these cere-
monies.

Remember they were
willing to risk their lives so
that we may enjoy the type
of life we have today, so
I'm sure giving up an hour
of your time to say "thank
you" to them is such a
small sacrifice.

On November 11th, we
remember our War dead.

On the September 17th
weekend, with these spe-
cial candles and the
memorial service, we
remember those who came
home and have since
passed on.

"We Will Remember
Them".

Rick Preston
President
Royal Canadian 
Legion,  Aurora

Preparing for their annual candlelight event at the Aurora Cemetery were, left to right, Frank Young, Leona Watson, Aurora Legion
president Rick Preston and Joyce Remy.   Auroran photo by David Falconer

Why are the bloggers such
cowards, reader wonders
To the editor,

Thank you, Mr. Mol and
Mr. Doughty for your
recent letters.

I am an Aurora citizen
who is glad to see peo-
ples' concerns relating to
former Mayor Morris' law-
suit finally reflect the core
concern of reputation
damaging statements and
potential threats hiding
behind anonymity in social
media.

Responsible print
media won't print anony-
mous "criticism", including
this newspaper (although
this paper did so during
the last pre-election year).

Regarding the new
internet world, let’s agree
that anonymous damaging
assertions in cyberspace
is not just a local, but an
international problem.

This problem is fuelling
court cases and think
tanks all over to determine
what are appropriate and
effective controls.

Courts need to set
precedents and laws to be
enforced.

Our justice and police
cannot enforce laws
against defamation or
physical threats, and nor
can individuals pursue
libel against themselves,
without named perpetra-
tors.

Handy, if you don't want
to be held accountable.

To our court case here
in Aurora: why don't the
current three defendants
stop prolonging this case
by simply and swiftly fulfill-

ing the case' straightfor-
ward request?

Why not give, under
oath, their information on
the anonymous bloggers
in question…especially if
they stand by their moder-
ators' right to post that
particular content?

It is important that the
courts uphold the request.

Better still, why don't
the anonymous bloggers
themselves, if they do truly
believe that their anony-
mous statements were not
threatening or libelous,

and theirs to freely
express, just come for-

ward and own them??
Why such cowardice?

Catherine Marshall
Aurora
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Breast cancer is the most
common female cancer and
is the second leading cause
of cancer-related deaths in
women.  In 2010, it was esti-
mated that 8,900 Ontario
women would be diagnosed
with breast cancer and that
2,100 would die from the
disease.

Screening detects
breast cancer earlier, when
treatment has a better
chance.  Research shows
that regular screening of
women age 50-69 can
reduce deaths from breast
cancer by at least 30%.
Breast cancer death rates
for Ontario women in this
age range have decreased
by 35% between 1990 and
2007.

The Ontario Breast
Screening Program (OBSP)
has been providing organ-
ized screening services to
Ontario women age 50 and
over since 1990.  Since the
program started screening
women for breast cancer 20
years ago, it has provided
more than 3.6 million

screens to over 1.1 million
women. 

Women who are
screened at OBSP sites
receive services that are
accredited by the Canadian
Association of Radiologists.
The OBSP provides high-
quality mammography and
meets Canadian standards
for the early detection of
small invasive cancers. 

Women participating in
this organized program
receive:

•  Results notification
•  Automatic recall
• Coordinated follow-up

and evaluation
• In addition, this pro-

gram:
Assists family physicians

to keep track of the breast
health of their patients

• Allows patients direct
access without a doctor’s
referral.

X-Ray Associates offer
OBSP at their new state of
the art clinic located at 125
Pederson Drive in Aurora.
From timely day and
evening appointments,

friendly and professional
staff, to easy access wheel-
chair-accessible facilities,
your experience is designed
to be relaxing and comfort-
able. There is also ample
free parking available at this
facility.

X-Ray Associates
Radiologists are medical
doctors specializing in diag-
nosing disease and injury by
interpreting images
obtained from medical
imaging procedures. They
are board certified and hold
staff positions at York
Central Hospital and
Southlake Regional Heath
Center. X-Ray Associates
work hand-in hand with
these institutions to ensure
that your health is our prior-
ity. X-Ray Associates offer
four locations with services
in X-ray, Ultrasound, Bone
Mineral Density, and
Nuclear Medicine Imaging.
You can learn more about
their locations and services
at www.xrayassociates.com
or call 905-751-1500 for an
appointment. 

X-Ray Associates Offers Ontario
Breast Screening Program

Commitment to Excellence
HIGH QUALITY DIGITAL IMAGING

Friendly, Professional & Efficient Service 

www.xrayassociates.org
St. Johnʼs Sideroad

Wellington St. E.Yo
ng
e
St
.

Ba
yv
iew

Av
e.

Pedderson Dr.

• NUCLEAR MEDICINE 

• BONE MINERAL DENSITY

• X-RAY 

• ULTRASOUND

• MAMMOGRAPHY

Aurora

Aurora 
125 Pederson Drive Units 3, 4, & 5

(905) 751-1500

Kid’s Club 
This Sunday, Sept. 18th

NEW TIME & FREE 
11:00 a.m. — 12:45 p.m.
Games, Faith Lesson, Pizza 

& Bowling 
3rd Sunday each month 

The Gathering Place 
210 Edward St., Aurora 
(Inside Gateway Lanes)

905-841-0172

Advertorial

I’m punished for wanting good service
To the editor,

Not being one to complain!
Well, not usually, just when
warranted.

Lately, I have encountered,
not only incompetent but actu-
ally rude service individuals.

As I have stated before, I
have an on-going battle with
my “Star” delivery person who

I think reads The Auroran
because my deliveries have
gotten worse.

I guess I am being pun-
ished for expecting good serv-
ice.

A friend of mine recently
related a story about her get-
ting charged for unsolicited
text messages from her
provider (Rogers).

The customer service per-
son said that she would no
longer be charged and when
she asked if the charge would
be coming off her bill the
answer was “you must be kid-
ding-it is only 15 cents”.

How rude and it didn’t help
that this individual’s English
wasn’t the best and they were
not located in Canada.

I am still fighting with
Enbridge about their delivery
charge.

I still maintain that they are
close enough that I can pick it
up.

I guess I was raised with
the expression “watch your
pennies and the dollars will
take care of themselves”.

I have been known to pick
up pennies on the street, side-
walk etc.

Have you noticed that
young people just toss loose
change back on the counter-
they see no value in coppers
and even quarters?

I digress.
Lately, I attended the

opening of Tutti Panini, a real-

ly good Italian sandwich and
pizza restaurant, at my local
plaza and observed loads of
people taking advantage of
free food.

Unfortunately, some also
didn’t notice the wastebaskets
and they had no compulsion
about strewing their refuse
wherever.

The parents set the exam-
ple for their kids who saw no
harm in dropping pieces of
food and paper stuffs all over.

Part of my parenting
stemmed from what I was
taught.

Good manners, being
polite, treating all including the
environment with respect, and
above all deal with others as

you would like to be dealt with
were the cardinal rules.

There was even a busi-
ness etiquette course when I
attended High School (in the
time of the dinosaurs).

Is it just me, or has the
state of our young people
especially in the service
industry gotten worse?  The
topper came this week.

I put a sign on the door of
my van that read “Inquiring
Minds – Practice Random
Acts of Kindness” and the
phone # of my business.

You guessed it!  Someone
stole it!

Bonnie Tiffin
Oak Ridges

This resident likes
traffic calming in
north east Aurora
To the editor,

In reviewing this week’s
Auroran newspaper (week of
September 6th), I became frus-
trated after reading several arti-
cles about my neighbourhood in
the north east corner of Yonge
and Wellington. The letter to the
editor describes the traffic calm-
ing project as having caused
great inconvenience to the
parishioners of Lady of Grace

parish and Evelyn Buck seemed
to imply that the majority of the
neighbourhood is dissatisfied
with the traffic calming measures
that have been put in place.

I would like to put forward
another opinion.

As a resident of Spruce
Street (south of Mark Street,
north of Maple) for the past eight
years I can only describe how
my family has found this traffic
calming project a truly worth-
while endevour.

There was once a time eight
years ago when I had difficulty
backing out of our driveway due
to the large volume of traffic 
racing down this street, without
care for the residents.

We thought we had bought a
house in a peaceful old neigh-
bourhood and were shocked by
the volume of traffic racing down
this narrow street.

Before we had our daughter
(now 3),  we considered moving

as we felt that the road was just
too unsafe.

The difference since the traf-
fic calming measures were put in
place has been remarkable.

Children are now playing in
their front yards and bicycling on
the sidewalks and I no longer
worry so much about being rear-
ended while reversing out of my
driveway, by quick moving vehi-
cles trying to take a short cut off
of Yonge.

Although this project may
cause some inconvenience to
the parishioners who travel our
streets very heavily on the week-
end, and other Aurora residents
looking for a short cut, I know
that many of the residents of this
area are pleased that this project
has allowed families, particularly
with young children, a safer
place to live.

Rachelle Galliford
Aurora

Reader seeks info
on great-grandparents
To the editor,

My great grandparents were
from Aurora, Joseph and Mary
Atkinson.

My grandfather George
Henry Atkinson married at 18 to
Agnes Minerva Gower and
moved out to Innisfail, Alberta as
pioneers.

They had 12 children and my
father Ernest Atkinson was the
last one to pass away at 92
years.

He never knew any of the rel-
atives back east so I decided to
do a tribute in his memory for the
family out west and myself.

Have you come across on
any information on this particular
family? 

I have received some from
the Aurora Historical Society and
hopefully they can send more.

I did trace the family back to
Joseph's parents that came from
Yorkshire, England - John and
Jane (Watson) Atkinson.

I would like to know more
about Jane and what was hap-
pening in history to bring them to
Canada or if they went to the U.S.
first as loyalists and then to
Canada?

Carrol Atkinson
teagran@telus.net
Lacombe, Alberta 
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J.D. Power and Associates 2011 U.S. Initial Quality StudySM is based on responses from 73,790 new-vehicle owners, measuring 234 models and measures opinions after 90 days of ownership. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and perceptions of owners surveyed in February-May 2011. J.D. Power and Associates 2011 U.S. Vehicle 
Dependability StudySM. Study based on 43,779 consumer responses measuring problems consumers experienced in the past 12 months with three-year old vehicles (2008 model-year cars and trucks). Proprietary study results are based on experiences and perceptions of consumers surveyed October-December 2010. Your experiences may 
vary. Visit jdpower.com. †Complete Lexus Price for CT 200h Sfx ‘A’/2011 IS 250 RWD Sfx ‘A’ manual transmission/ 2011 ES 350 Sfx ‘A’/2011 RX 350 Sfx ‘A’ is $33,035/$34,985/$44,235/$49,135. Complete Lexus Price includes freight /PDI ($1,950), EHF Tires ($29), EHF Filters ($1), A/C Tax ($100), and OMVIC Fee ($5). Taxes, license, 
registration (if applicable) and insurance are extra. ‡$2,000 Cash Purchase Incentive available on 2011 IS 250 models; $3,000 Cash Purchase Incentive available on all 2011 ES 350 models; $4,000 Cash Purchase Incentive available on all 2011 RX 350 models. Lexus Canada Cash Purchase Incentives may not be combined with special lease 
and finance rates offered through Lexus Financial Services as part of a low rate interest program. All advertised lease and finance rates are special rates. Cash Purchase Incentive offers take place at the time of delivery. See your Lexus dealer for whether tax applies before or after the application of Cash Purchase Incentives. *Lease and finance offers 
are provided through Lexus Financial Services, on approved credit to qualified retail customers. 1.8% lease/financing rate available on all new Lexus 2011 IS 250/IS 350 models. 0.8% lease/financing rate available on all new Lexus 2011 ES 350 models. 2.3% lease/financing rate available on all new Lexus 2011 RX 350 models. * Representative 
lease example based on a 2011 IS 250 RWD Sfx ‘A’ manual transmission/2011 RX 350 Sfx ‘A’ on a 48/48 month term at 1.8%/2.3% annual rate and Complete Lexus Price of $34,985/$49,135. Monthly payment is $288/$458 with $7,495/$9,795 down payment or equivalent trade in, $0 security deposit and first monthly payment due at 
lease inception; Total lease obligation is $23,290/$33,719. Taxes, license, registration (if applicable) and insurance are extra; 96,000/96,000 kilometre allowance; charge of $0.20/km for excess kilometres. **Representative finance example includes taxes and is based on a 2011 IS 250 RWD Sfx ‘A’ manual transmission/2011 RX 350 Sfx ‘A’ 
on a 48/48 month term at 1.8%/2.3% annual rate and Complete Lexus Price of $34,985/$49,135 (excluding taxes); Monthly payment is $854/$1,212. Cost of borrowing is $1,470 / $2,646 for a total obligation of $41,003/$58,169. License, registration (if applicable) and insurance are extra. ^Lease and purchase APRs include the forgone 
Cash Purchase Incentive as a cost of borrowing. Lexus Dealers are free to set their own prices. Limited time offers only apply to retail customers at participating Lexus dealers. May require factory order. Offers are subject to change without notice. Offers expire at month’s end unless extended or revised. See your Lexus Dealer for complete details.

TORONTO AREA L E X U S  D E A L E R S TorontoLexus.ca

 NORTHWEST LEXUS
  northwestlexus.com

2280 Queen Street East (407 & Airport Road)
Brampton 1-877-321-6889

  LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL
 lexusrh.com

11552 Yonge Street (North of Elgin Mills Road)
Richmond Hill 1-800-576-4351

 ERIN PARK LEXUS
  erinparklexus.com

2360 Motorway Boulevard (Erin Mills Auto Centre)
Mississauga (905) 828-7727

   LEXUS OF OAKVILLE
  lexusofoakville.ca

2475 Wyecroft Road (East of Bronte Road)
Oakville (905) 847-8400

   DON VALLEY NORTH LEXUS
 dvnlexus.com

 3120 Steeles Avenue (East of 404)
Markham 1-888-255-6842

  LEXUS ON THE PARK
   lexusonthepark.ca

1075 Leslie Street (Leslie & Eglinton)
Toronto (416) 391-1600

KEN SHAW LEXUS
 kenshawlexus.ca

  2336 St. Clair Avenue West
Toronto (416) 766-0055

IS
2011 IS 250

$  288 *
DOWN  PAYMENT $7,495*   

SECURITY DEPOSIT WAIVED 1.8%***

LEASE OR FINANCE 
FOR UP TO 48 MONTHS  

MTH

4.43%^

FOR INFORMATIONAL 
PURPOSES, LEASE APR IS

4.40%^
AND FINANCE APR IS

OR

$  2,000‡

CASH PURCHASE
INCENTIVE

LEASE FOR

RX
2011 RX 350

$  458 *
DOWN  PAYMENT $9,795*   

SECURITY DEPOSIT WAIVED 2.3%***

LEASE OR FINANCE 
FOR UP TO 48 MONTHS  

MTH

6.11%^

FOR INFORMATIONAL 
PURPOSES, LEASE APR IS

6.08%^
AND FINANCE APR IS

OR

$  4,000‡

CASH PURCHASE
INCENTIVE

LEASE FOR

ES
2011 ES 350

$  418 *
DOWN  PAYMENT $9,675*   

SECURITY DEPOSIT WAIVED 0.8%***

LEASE OR FINANCE 
FOR UP TO 36 MONTHS  

MTH

4.85%^

FOR INFORMATIONAL 
PURPOSES, LEASE APR IS

4.88%^
AND FINANCE APR IS

OR

$  3,000‡

CASH PURCHASE
INCENTIVE

LEASE FOR

LEXUS RX:  “MOST DEPENDABLE 
MIDSIZE PREMIUM 

CROSSOVER /SUV IN THE US.”

2011  J.D. POWER 
AND ASSOCIATES

U.S. VEHICLE DEPENDABILITY
AWARD RECIPIENT

CAMBRIDGE, ONTARIO (RX), KYUSHU 2 (ES,IS, RX)
“PLATINUM PLANT QUALITY AWARD, 

WORLDWIDE (IN A TIE)” 

2011  J.D. POWER 
AND ASSOCIATES

PLATINUM WORLDWIDE PLANT 
QUALITY AWARD RECIPIENT

LEXUS ES: 
“HIGHEST RANKED ENTRY PREMIUM 

CAR IN THE U.S .”

2011 J.D. POWER 
AND ASSOCIATES U.S. INITIAL 
QUALITY AWARD RECIPIENT.

LEXUS RX, KYUSHU 1, JAPAN 
“ SILVER PLANT QUALITY AWARD, 

ASIA PACIFIC (TIE)”

2011 J.D. POWER AND ASSOCIATES 
ASIA PACIFIC SILVER PLANT 

QUALITY AWARD RECIPIENT.

DON VALLEY NORTH LEXUS

LEGENDARY QUALITY COMES STANDARD.

ALL-NEW CT 200h
Complete Lexus Price $33,035†

TAXES AND LICENSING EXTRACT

Complete Lexus Price $34,985†

TAXES AND LICENSING EXTRA

Complete Lexus Price $44,235†

TAXES AND LICENSING EXTRA

Complete Lexus Price $49,135†

TAXES AND LICENSING EXTRA

LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL
ANNOUNCES...

LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL
11552YONGE STREET, NORTH OF ELGIN MILLS ROAD

www.lexusrh.com
905-883-8812 or 1-866-891-8812

LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL
11552YONGE STREET, NORTH OF ELGIN MILLS ROAD

www.lexusrh.com
905-883-8812 or 1-866-891-8812

LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL
ANNOUNCES...

LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL
ANNOUNCES...

WHY
DRIVE THE
ORDINARY.

DRIVE
LEXUS OF
RICHMOND

HILL.

their historical expansion
they are furnishing that
building as a one-room
school.

"At least 20 years ago,
Jacqueline Stuart, the for-
mer curator at the museum
and I picked up those
desks in Toronto. I remem-
ber the day very well when
we rented the van, drove
into the city, and actually
picked them up from an
ESL school that was going
out of business at that
time, but they had nothing
to do with Aurora."

Mr. McIntyre said that
before the Church Street
School was renovated and
eventually became the
home of the Aurora
Cultural Centre, the school
desks were on display in a
school room display
installed in the former
museum space for a
school program.

But he stresses they
were not original to the
Church Street School and
were not from any other
school in Aurora.

"We do have some
desks that are still in the
collection at the Historical
Society which do have
Aurora connections and
are still very much part of
the collection," he said.
"When the Cultural Centre
opened, there wasn't the

Aurora gave school desks to another museum
space and it was felt there
wasn't the need to set up
that kind of display again."

The whereabouts of the
desks aside, Mr. Heard
continued to express con-
cern that Aurora's muse-

um no longer has a per-
manent home at the
Cultural Centre, despite
money being raised in the
past to house the museum
in the venerable building.

"If we are not going to

have a museum, why the
collection of funds dating
back to 1980 in the loca-
tion of the Church Street
School?" he asked coun-
cil. "Why was a climate-
controlled room installed

[in the Church Street
building] if it wasn't going
to be a museum? Why are
people saying there is no
money in history when the
investment is actually to
be proud of where you are

from or where your jour-
ney has brought you?

"I must say I am disap-
pointed and I hope that
you will not let our down-
town core disappear like
our museum has."

Camera club
focuses on
28th season

Country Images Camera
Club, with Aurora members, is
looking for digital photographers
of all ages and abilities to attend
its meetings, outings, competi-
tions, and workshops for the
2011-2012 season.

The first meeting of the sea-
son is scheduled for Tuesday,
September 20th at the Ray
Twinney Recreation Complex,
Lounge #1 (100 Eagle Street
West, Newmarket) beginning at
8 p.m.

The Club has been active
since 1984 and attracts mem-
bers living in the north York
Region area who want to
improve their skills at making
photographs while also having
fun with like-minded people. 

Club competitions are held
regularly to help improve individ-
ual artistry through constructive
commentary provided by experi-
enced and qualified judges.

Club president Chuck Carson
is enthusiastic about the roster of
activities for the 2011-2012 sea-
son. "We are bringing in a wide
range of guest speakers who will
inspire and challenge the mem-
bers to explore the art of photog-
raphy," he said.

For the first meeting, guest
photographer Michael O'Brien
will discuss his approach and phi-
losophy in creating intuitive, natu-
ral people portraits, based on a
foundation of trust and respect for
his subjects.

For more information, check
out the club's website at
www.county-images-newmar-
ket.com or call 905-727-6713 in
Aurora or 416-464-1249
(mobile).

From page 1
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

www.richmondhillsubaru.com
11645 Yonge Street 

Richmond Hill
(905) 883-3555

Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.caSPORTS
905-727-3300 Week of September 13, 2011theauroran.com

Tigers 2011-12  

You Gotta Be Here!!  

                   
 

         Tigers 20 11-12  

   You Gotta Be Here!!  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Tail Gate Party - Admission FREE with purchase of game ticket 

Season Ticket Holde rs – Free admission 

Tail Gate Party – 5.30-7.00 PM  

Game time 7.30 PM  

Aurora Community Center 

“SlapSh ot” 
the Mascot 

Tail Gate 
Sponsor 

         

Featuring

“HOT SHOTS”

Interactive 
Hockey 

How good Are 
You?

Home opener Saturday

Aurora wins 3 of 4 at tournament
The Junior A Aurora

Tigers showed great
strides in preparation for
their opening home game
here 

Saturday night, at a
hockey tournament in
Vermont last week.

In that tournament,
Aurora lost only one
game of the four played
and that was a shootout
against the South Shore
Kings 3-2 Friday.

They won their open-
ing game over the NE
Huskies Jr A squad 5-2
late Thursday afternoon.

The Tigers also
defeated the CD Selects
6-2 Saturday, then edged
the  Junior Wolfpack Jr A
team 5-4 early Sunday
morning.

Nearly 100 games
were played over the
four-day tournament.

Star ted in 2004 with

only six teams; USA vs.
Canada at the Junior A
level The Woodchuck
Classic is considered the
most highly recruited
Junior A, Junior B and
Midget AAA tournament
in North America.

With an average of
110 College and Pro
Scouts throughout the
weekend teams in the
Woodchuck have seen
over 1000 college com-
mitments and 100 NHL
Draft picks as it finished
up its sixth year.   In its
6th annual Woodchuck
Classic the event hosted
48 teams from Canada
and the US.

The success of the
event revolves around the
USA vs. Canada format.

Teams travel from
Michigan, Ontario, Nova
Scotia, Philadelphia, New
Jersey, New York,

Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, Connecticut,
Quebec and Maine

And if you like tailgate
par ties, you’ll love this
Saturday’s opener
against the Milton

Icehawks, but it will be
the third game Aurora
has played this season.

Their first game is in
Newmarket Thursday
night, when they play the
Hurr icanes at the

Twinney Arena at 7.30
p.m.

On Friday night they
tangle with the Markham
Waxers in a game in that
town beginning at 7.30
p.m.

Saturday’s home
opener at the Aurora
Community Centre
begins at 7.30 p.m., but if
you want to enjoy the
tailgate party it starts at
5.30 p.m.

“Field of gold”
planned here

Aurora Residents,
Nancee Webb and Dan
Thomas are raising
money to plant a daffodil
garden called "Fields of
Gold" which will be a first
for Aurora and York
Region.

The daffodil is a symbol
of hope to everyone
touched by cancer and the
garden will provide people
with the opportunity to
honour and remember
loved ones lost, celebrate
survivors as well as care-
givers.

The Town of Aurora and
the Aurora Community
Arboretum have offered a
home for the garden and
volunteers will be planting
the bulbs.

As this will be a natu-
ralized garden, no upkeep
will be involved and the

bulbs will multiply over the
years to become a field of
gold.

Individual bulbs can be
purchased for $7 for one
bulb, three for $15 and
five for $20.

Corporate sponsors
are able to purchase 100
bulbs for $350 and larger
quantities are available.

If you would like to help
out or purchase bulbs,
please contact Nancee
Webb at 905-727-6474 or
n.webb@rogers.com.

The planting ceremony
will be held October 22nd
at 10 a.m. and Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe will plant
the first bulb.  

Everyone is invited to
attend.

All money raised will be
donated to the Canadian
Cancer Society.
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 YEAR END INVENTORY CLEARANCE

 ON NOW

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 

16700 Bayview Ave. Unit 25  Newmarket   
905.898.4165 

www.newmarketscooter.ca 

October 1

Fresh from their victory in Sault Ste. Marie recently, the Aurora Bantam Jays show the results of their
final game. The team is made up of, left to right, Assistant Coach Nigel Gouveia, Ross Benn, Head coach
Steve Clements, Jordan Clements, Nick Pettinaro, Johnathan Read, Joel Gouveia, Jordan Radevski,
Jesse Silligmann, Matt French, Brian Langdon, and assistant coaches James Neophytou and Peter
Gardner. In the front row are  Graydon Gardner, Paul Neophytou and Michael Moffatt.

Aurora Bantam team wins all the marbles
The Aurora Jays Bantam

Rep Baseball team travelled
to Sault Ste Marie recently to
represent York Simcoe
Baseball Association
(YSBA) in the “A” Provincial
championships and came
away winners. 

The YSBA Champion
Jays met 10 teams from all
over the Province in a double
knockout format tournament.

In the first round the Jays
defeated Windsor 5-0 on the
strength of pitcher Brian
Langdon’s 6 2/3 innings one
hit shutout.

On offense a double by
Johnathan Read and a triple
by Michael Moffat led the
way.

Next up for the Jays was
the tough LDBA champions
North London. The Jays fell
behind 2-1 early and battled
back led by RBI doubles by
Moffat and Matt French
before winning 10-9 in the
bottom of the 7th with a tour-
nament changing clutch
bases loaded walk off line
drive to the gap by Nick
Pettinaro. 

Jessie Silligmann, Jordan
Radevski and French shared
the pitching duties. 

Game three saw the Jays
take on the ICBA
Champions Ancaster.

The two undefeated
teams staged a tight battle
with the Jays going up 3-1 in
the first inning. Ancaster bat-
tled back to tie the game 4-4
in the top of the seventh set-
ting the stage for some more
bottom of the seventh 
heroics. 

With two outs in the sev-
enth Pettinaro singled to
load the bases and French
hit a line drive shot for the
Jays second walk off win of
the day.

For the Jays third game
the last two undefeated
teams faced off as the Jays
played the 2-0 Guelph
Royals.

Aurora trailed the whole
way but pitchers Graydon
Gardner, Joel Gouveia and
Radevski combined with a
couple of defensive gems by
Moffat and Read to keep the
game close.

Once again the Jays
loaded the bases in the 7th
inning but came up short this
time losing 5-3.

As the rains came in the
night the Jays woke the next
morning as one of four
teams still remaining. After a
lengthy delay they faced the
tough Thunder Bay Lakers.

The Jays were down 2-0
after two but a run in the
fourth cut the deficit to one
run.

Jordan Clements led off
the 6th with a walk and Paul
Neophytou drove in the tying
run with a clutch two out sin-
gle.

In the top of the 7th with
the game tied 2-2 the Jays
erupted for 10 runs and sent
the Lakers packing 12-2.

Langdon pitched another
stellar game to pick up his
second win on the mound.

In the other semi-final
Guelph beat Pickering to set
up the rematch with the
Jays.

Since Guelph was still
undefeated the Jays would
need to beat them twice to
win the crown while a single
win would hand Guelph the
coveted Baseball Ontario
Trophy.

Silligmann got the win
with six strong innings as the
Jays went up 2-0 in the first
inning and never trailed
beating the Royals 6-3.

Langdon came in with a
man on base and no outs in
for the 7th to pick up the
save with a game ending
Langdon to Neophytou to
Benn double play.

A great throw by
Radevski from right field to
gun down a runner at home,
a deep sacrifice fly by
Clements and doubles by
Gardner and Benn (his 4th
of the weekend) were the
highlights of the game.

This set up a winner take
all match with Guelph which
due to rain got pushed over
to the next day seemingly
giving the Royals time to
recharge.

Aurora however had other
ideas. The Jays jumped out
to a 1-0 lead on a Moffat RBI
double in the first inning.
Guelph managed to force
the Jays to the brink with two
runs in the third and one in
the fourth to go up 3-1.

As the pressure mounted
Pitcher Gardner and catcher
Gouveia combined to keep
the game close and in the

top of the fifth after a
Gouveia walk Gardner dou-
bled over the centre fielder
to cut the lead to one run.
Neophytou and  Benn
knocked in runs to give the
Jays a 5-3 lead.

In the 6th after a

Langdon single and a per-
fect bunt by Clements that
moved Langdon all the way
to 3rd, Silligmann hit a pinch
hit RBI double off the wall in
left. 

Radevski and Moffat
added RBI’s in the 7th to put

the Jays up 8-3.
French pitched the final

two innings and ended the
game on a strikeout at which
point the Aurora players,
coaches, and families erupt-
ed in well deserved celebra-
tion.

After losing in the semi
finals in 2009 and in extra
innings in the finals in 2010
the ever improving Jays had
achieved their goal of
becoming the Baseball
Ontario Bantam “A”
Champions.

If you fit into one of these 
categories and have not been 

contacted by us,
Please call

905-853-4645

New to the community?

Expecting a baby

at your house?

Newly Engaged?

New Business/

Professional?

A Civic minded

Business interested 

in sponsoring 

Welcome Wagon?

Please call
1-866-873-9913
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Enjoy Life,
Signature-Style! There’s so much to do at Oak Ridges, you just won’t 

know where to begin. Take a specially designed Clubfit 

fitness class at The Trevi Club. Catch up on your 

reading in the magnificent Europa Library. Grab some 

popcorn and enjoy a movie at The Pantheon Theatre. 

Head to the rooftop where you can nurture your plants 

in The Greenhouse. And afterwards meet your friends 

for a refreshing drink or snack at The Sunset Pub. 

FOR RENTAL INFORMATION
AND TO BOOK A VISIT

CONTACT US NOW

905 773 4220
www.OakRidgesRetirement.com

Vibrant Seniors Living

12925 Yonge St. Richmond Hill

Presentation Centre and Model Suite Now Open

Lake Ave.
Bond Cres.

King Rd.
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SITE

 
 

 
 

 
 

on Cen

 
 

del Sntre and Mo

 
 

Suite Now Open

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

iVVi

readin

fitness

know 

There

 
 

brant Senio

ng

Clus 

ke a spewhere to begin

s so much to do at Oak e’

 
 

ors Living

. Grab some pa Library

ub. Catch up on your 

ecially designed Clubfit 

t Ridges, you just won’

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

in 

Head

popco

 
 

or

 
 

K A VISIT
TION

ur friends 

ur plants 

theon Theatre.

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

ww
9

RginK

 
 

esRRidge.Oakwww.
377905

U

g
on

YYo

.dRRd

 
 

ement.comtire
4220

US NOW

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

12

N
rCondB

 
 

onge St. Ri2925 YYo

.t
SSt

ge

.se
.e Avveee kkeaL

.dd.RRd
hcchaaceeaBBettBeetssennsuunSSu

ITES
 

 

ichmond Hill

 
 

not that nervous...yet. I definite-
ly want a medal in the games; I
do have high expectations of
myself, so I am just going to do
my best."

Shaina first stepped into the
athletic world as a gymnast, but
her father Kevin soon saw that
she had potential in running
and she took up track in grade
nine.

"Ever since then I have been
growing and been growing

stronger and my talent grew, so
I decided to stick with it," she
said.

One factor that also played
into her decision was the poten-
tial to score a sports scholar-
ship from major universities.

The focus has paid off and
she is now fielding offers from
universities, currently leaning
towards overtures from the
Syracuse University and
Cornell University to study fine
arts and creative writing, with
the goal of finding making a
career out of screenwriting.

But Shaina's track career
has led to less tangible benefits
as well, she said, as it has
allowed her to meet new people
not just from across Canada,
but now through the
Commonwealth Youth Games,
fellow young athletes from
across every continent. 

"I didn't know anyone on the
team to begin with and I have
been making new friends," she
said. "[The sport] has also
allowed me to travel and I love
travelling. Track has given me
the opportunity to travel and the
more I work hard towards my
goals, the more it can help me
in the future."

When Shaina was named a
member of Team Canada earli-
er this summer, a wave of
excitement went through her as
this was the first opportunity she
has had to be on a national
team, let alone compete inter-
nationally.

Since then she has worked
with coaches on the National
Team who have been helping

her better her technique in
preparation for the big day. 

"They have been helping
me fix up a couple of mechan-
ics I have been struggling with,"
she said, noting that one of the
coaches pointed out she was
not using the lower half of her
body to her full advantage.
"Basically I was stomping on
the ground instead of clawing it,
so those are things I have been
working on to make my run
more efficient and make me
faster."

While preparing for the
events in the Isle of Man last
week, Shaina said the entire
Canadian team was staying in
the same hotel ("that creates a
sanctuary for us," she said) but
added she was looking forward
to taking on the international
completion, something she said
would be an "amazing" experi-
ence.

For younger athletes, she
said commitment to sport is the
key to success.

"You have to be really com-
mitted to what you do because
it isn't easy," she said. "I know
sometimes I am not up to going
to practice, but if you don't prac-
tice you don't get better, so you
have to stay committed and
focus on your goals."

For Shana, the goal of the
week was to get a medal out of
the games.

With a bronze and silver in
her bags ready to head home,
she can enthusiastically check
that off her list.

Next up? The 2012 World
Junior Championships in Spain.

Aurora athlete wins two medals
Aurora student Shaina

Harrison will come home a dou-
ble medallist after winning a sil-
ver and bronze at last week-
end's Commonwealth Youth
Games in the Isle of Man.

Shaina won a bronze medal
at the games for the women's
100 metre track event on
Saturday and a silver medal as
part of Canada's 100 metre
women's relay team on Sunday.

Team Canada won eight

medals in athletics - of which
two were Shaina's - five medals
in gymnastics, two in boxing,
and one in cycling. 

When speaking to The
Auroran last Tuesday, her first
day on the ground in the host
island - she said she was
adapting to the time change
well and a tour of where she
was set to compete gave her
focus for the big event.

"Today I did a warm up and

I did a couple of starts out of the
blocks just to work on the first
part of the race," said the
Aurora athlete who went into
the games ranked second in
Canada for the 100 metres.

"I'm also doing relay and we
practiced hand-offs as well.
Tomorrow we'll be doing the
same thing, so I will be going to
practice myself and practice
with the relay team as well.

"I'm pretty relaxed and I'm

Aurora’s Shaina Harrison, #7, takes off at Commonwealth Youth Games in the Isle of Man on
the weekend.
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NOW FOR ONLY

$129
REGULAR PRICE: $549 
* Includes the Ultimate Detox 
Guide, U-Turn and Kick Start 
Dietary Supplements, U-Protein, 
and Two Weeks of Personal 
Coaching (3 sessions per week).

TAKE THE FIRST STEP
     TO A HAPPIER

Take the time to take care of YOU and break 
the patterns contributing to your weight gain, 
poor health and overall well-being with the 
help of a doctor-formulated and personalized 
program from U Weight Loss® Clinics.

CALL OR VISIT A CLINIC NEAR    :

Follow us across the web:                www.uweightloss.com                uweightloss.com/facebook                twitter.com/uweightloss                blog.uweightloss.com

U WEIGHT LOSS CLINIC OF AURORA
1 HENDERSON DRIVE 

CALL 905.713.5673 OR EMAIL US AT aurora@uweightloss.com 
 

designed to naturally cleanse your 
system and jumpstart your weight loss.

FEEL AMAZING 
IN JUST 2 WEEKS

WITH OUR ULTIMATE  
DETOX PROGRAM 

BEFORE 

BEFORE 

LORI >
LOST 106 LBS

CHRIS >
LOST 61 LBS

BOOK YOUR FREE 
ONE-ON-ONE
CONSULTATION 
TODAY
and learn how you can reach 
your health and weight loss 
goals with a personalized  
U Weight Loss® program.
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MEN 
Welcome

Walk-ins 
Welcome

GIFT CERTIFICATES 
AVAILABLE

• Brazilian Waxing $30 
• Body Waxing 

• Spa  Pedicure & Manicure 
• Nail Art Design 
• Group Specials 

• Artificial Nail Enhancements: 
• Bio - gel 
•  U.V. gel 

• Powder gel 
• Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy
 Hours 

10% OFF 
1-3pm 

Mon. to Wed

www.jennynailsspa.ca
DEBIT

.CA

On-line 
booking
available

Experienced 
Nail Tech. 

Wanted

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

Paul, Jenny, Delilah, LE, Cindy, Gucci & Chanel 
Wish you a HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON

with this 
ad only

M-F 10-7  Sat. 10-6  Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. (Next to Post Office & TD Bank) 

905-727-9900

AT YOUR 
SERVICE 

DI CECCO, 
JONES 

LAW OFFICE 

AURORA

Alessandro 
Di Cecco 

Carolyn 
Jones 

EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE 

EFFICIENCY 

905-751-1517

Town could hire a new integrity commissioner
Aurora could go one

step closer to appointing a
new Integrity
Commissioner this week -
but then again that step
could be in the opposite
direction, as council read-
ies to debate a motion
Tuesday calling for the
vacant position to be filled.

The Town's con-
troversial Integrity
Commissioner position -
one who is appointed to
oversee the Aurora's
equally controversial Code
of Conduct - has been
vacant since February fol-
lowing the resignation of
former Ontario Cabinet
Minister David Tsubouchi.

In his absence,
Councillor Wendy
Gaertner made a motion
earlier this summer calling
on council to "direct the
CAO to immediately com-
mence the recruitment
process by advertising for
the services of an Integrity
Commissioner [and] iden-
tify the 
appropriate funding
sources for the Integrity
Commissioner”. 

Although her original
motion called on Town
Staff to present a list of
candidates by September
6, the item was deferred at
last month's council meet-
ing to September 13.

When she first intro-
duced her motion,
Councillor Gaertner told
The Auroran that filling the
vacancy left by Mr.
Tsubouchi has been a
long time coming. 

"I believe there was 
an intention this term 
to decide what to do about
the Integrity
Commissioner and nobody
has said anything about it,
so it is time," she said.
"We're [several months]
into the process. It has just
been on my list. As you
know, there have been a
lot of things on [the coun-
cil's] agenda and I just got
around to it."

Councillor Gaertner
said that she thought hav-
ing an Integrity
Commissioner on call to
handle Code of Conduct
complaints was "the way
of the future", and one ini-
tially undertaken by the
Town of Aurora right out of
the gate.

It is also, she noted, a
process being undertaken
by several other municipal-
ities.

"I think Aurora is a com-
munity that wants to be
ahead of the pack," she
said. "We showed that by
having a Code of Conduct
and the Integrity
Commissioner it is the

need it."
In her weekly internet

program Our Town, former
Councillor Alison Collins
Mrakas, who served as
councillor coinciding with
the tenure of both Mr.
Tsubouchi and his fired
predecessor David Nitkin,
she expressed her opinion
that while there are "some
issues" at the council table
in how some members
comport themselves during
meetings, documents such
as the Oath of Office and
procedural bylaw outline
the responsibilities of
councillors.

"There is evidence to
suggest that residents
want - or even demand in
some cases - the right to
more direct or immediate
means of holding their
elected officials account-
able, and it is not just
Aurora but across the
board, and one such
means is purported to be
an Integrity
Commissioner."

Re-appointing the
integrity commissioner
might "further damage fis-
sures" that are only begin-
ning to heal, she said.

"I have never seen any-
thing like what I witnessed
and experienced as a
councillor with regards to
how the Code of Conduct
was created, how the
Integrity Commissioner
was installed," she said.
"Other municipal councils
engaged their communities
in the process."

Such means of civic
engagement, she said,
included citizen commit-
tees to draft a code of con-
duct, and holding Town
Hall meetings, two things
that were not undertaken
by the council at the time,
she said. This resulted in
an "extremely rushed
process" which, in her
opinion, was "doomed to
failure”.

"It seemed to me to at
least be initiated and
designed to address the
personal concerns of some
members of council on the
judgement or behaviour of
their colleagues and I think
we are still feeling the out-
comes of that imperfect
process today," she said.
"In its current form it is
easily abused and manipu-
lated to serve political pur-
poses as, in my opinion,
we saw rather clearly last
term. The code of conduct
and the office of the
integrity commissioner
were not intended to be
such."

That being said, howev-
er, Ms. Collins Mrakas said
she was not opposed to
having an Integrity
Commissioner, but one
that should be more arms
length.

A better solution, she
said, would be to have an
integrity commissioner
appointed at the Regional
Level that would serve
each municipality in York
and would be funded
through resources pooled
by each municipality. 

"In Aurora's case, put-
ting out a call for yet anoth-

right thing for our commu-
nity."

Councillor Gaertner is
likely to face significant
opposition from some of
her council colleagues
many of whom - including
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe - ran
on a campaigns that were
not favourable to the role of
an Integrity Commissioner.

"My opinion has not
changed on that at all,"
Mayor Dawe told The
Auroran after Councillor
Gaertner's motion was first
introduced.

One area where the two
do find some common
ground, however, is looking
at options to save money
on having an "in house"
Integrity Commissioner, as
was the case with Mr.
Tsubouchi. Councillor
Gaertner said she was in
favour of "anything that can
save us money" when
asked if she would be open
to sharing a commissioner
with one or more area
municipalities.

Mayor Dawe also said
he would be in favour of a
combined agreement if it
came to that.

"But that has to go to
the root of the issue, which
is whether or not it is need-
ed," he said. "Nothing has
happened yet to make me
change my mind that we

er contract hire, which I
assume is what the coun-
cillor is proposing in her
motion, where the details
of the contract and the job
specifications are going to
be discussed in closed
session, behind closed
doors, by the same mem-
bers who will ultimately
decide whether to impose
the recommended sanc-
tions or even terminate the
contract of the person rec-
ommending the sanctions
is an ultimately futile and
fruitless exercise.

"We are going to end up
where we started and I
don't think any of us would
like that. I also think if you
had a regional integrity
commissioner, and this is
pre-supposing that the
community wants to go for-
ward with this at all, a
regional Integrity
Commissioner would truly
be arm's length, so the
issue of councillors charg-
ing fellow councillors under
the code of conduct can be
a more impartial manner.
Such allegations can be
assessed on their merit
and there can be a better
determination on whether
they are vexatious or frivo-
lous or not without fear that
the person who is doing
the assessment is going to

Bijoy Kanianthra shows some of the bowls available for purchase during the
2nd annual Empty Bowls event. Tickets for the bowls went on sale last week,
and if it goes like last year they will be sold out well before the event. Empty
Bowls website states $45 for both the lunch and evening sittings. Basically a
number of Aurora restaurants, Bijoys on Temperance Street is one of them,
will offer one of the restaurant’s signature dishes in a bowl made by the
Pinetree Potters.  The bowl can then be taken home by the guest. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer

get canned."
Our Town can be viewed

online at
w w w . t h e a u r o r a n . c o m
Wednesday evenings at 7
p.m.

A full archive of the
shows can be found at TV
Aurora at the web address
listed above.
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14993 Yonge Street, Suite 201
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1M5

Tel: 289-466-5196
chrynyk@monarchwealth.ca
www.monarchwealth.ca

Chris Hrynyk 
Financial Advisor 

RRSP   TFSA   Mutual Funds
    RESP     GIC Pension Transfers

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families.  
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions.

#201 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0023 

e-mail: pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

Fall Bowling Leagues
Adults – Mon; Tues & Wed

Also Seniors 10 Pin League 
Youth & Children - 10 Pin 

Saturdays 9:30 a.m. 
1st Day Free - Mention this ad 

Children & Youth Only 
Also all day Fun for all 

“Toonie Thursdays” 

Gateway Lanes 

Mayors from three municipalites, Aurora, Newmarket and East Gwillimbury joined forces last week to
officially open the Nokiidaa Trail Connection. They assisted in the ribbon-cutting on the St. John’s
Sideroad near Aurora’s Hadley Grange Seniors’ Residence. The trail link combines more than 35 kilome-
ters of trails that link the three municipalities.                                     Auroran photo by David Falconer

I have a conflict, Buck says,
no, you don’t, lawyer answers

While some members
of the public waiting
patiently in the viewing
gallery at last week's gen-
eral committee meeting
for councillors to tackle
the potentially contentious
issues of the proposed lit-
igation and legal indemni-
fication policies presented
by the Town's legal
depar tment, councillors
did offer a taste of things
to come at the start of the
session.

Before the September 6
agenda was approved,
Councillor Evelyn Buck
declared a conflict with
the proposed indemnifica-
tion policy, based on her
ongoing lawsuit against
former mayor Phyllis
Morris, former councillors
Stephen Granger, Evelina
M a c E a c h e r n  a n d  A l
W i l s o n ,  a n d  s i t t i n g
C o u n c i l l o r s  W e n d y
Gaertner and John Gallo. 

"I don't believe I can be
objective in the discussion
of this issue [and] I
believe I am not alone,"
Councillor Buck said. "My
question is about the
appropriateness of putting
forward this policy at this
time. Three members of
council are not able to
participate and I don't see
the urgency for bringing
this forward."

From Councillor Gallo's
perspective, however,
what was before council-
lors was a "go forward"
change that does not have
an effect on anything that
has happened in the past.

This sentiment was

shared by Councillor
Gaertner, who added that
it did not affect "things
that are already in the
works."

Their stance was
backed up by Town
Solicitor Warren Mar, who
said that the bylaw did not
apply to matters "current-
ly ongoing or any matter
that happened prior to the
effective date the bylaw is
passed."

This was advice
Councillor Buck said she
was not prepared to
accept. 

"I don't believe I can be
objective [with] this policy
on a go-forward basis,"
she said. "It is in fact
before us because of the

past."
This back and for th

continued among the
three councillors and Mr.
Mar.

"I am cer tainly com-
for table that I have no
conflict of interest with
respect to this policy,"
said Councillor Gaertner
before asking for confir-
mation once again that
the matter covered noth-
ing in the past; confirma-
tion which she received
from Mr. Mar. 

"Then I hope I don't
see anything written in
the blogs tomorrow about
my participation," replied
Councillor Gaertner in a
remark directed to
Councillor Buck.

But according to
Councillor Buck, advice
from Mr. Mar in this mat-
ter should not come into
play with regards to a
conflict.

"The onus rests with
the councillor to declare a
conflict of interest," she
said. "Nobody can give
advice on that, including
the Town Solicitor. I still
maintain that there is a
conflict of interest."

This argument promis-
es to continue when
councillors attempt once
again to take a crack at
discussing and debating
the proposed indemnifica-
tion bylaw and litigation
policies in October.

Time runs out
process, in which Councillor
Evelyn Buck declared a con-
flict with the proposed indem-
nification policy, six minutes
were taken up by a delega-
tion from heritage advocate
David Heard, and the other
three hours and 20-odd min-
utes were dedicated to a dis-
cussion of the Town's proce-
dural bylaw. 

The discussion of the pro-
cedural bylaw - an hour and
50 minutes of which were
taken up with questions and
concerns raised by
Councillor Buck - came after
a lengthy special general
committee meeting devoted
entirely to the subject on
June 14. 

Several such deferrals
also took place at the last
meeting of council on August
16 when 14 items were
pulled for separate discus-
sion along with three motions
for which notice has been
given.

Of the 21 items and
motions which had been
pulled for separate discus-
sion over the course of the

last two meetings, only seven
have actually made it to the
table without being deferred
due to a shortage in time. 

The bulk of the items held
over from the August 16
council meeting come back
to the table this week, includ-
ing the proposed approval of
plans for private property
parking enforcement, a
review of capital projects,
discussion about the Town of
Aurora's water audit, a trilli-
um application from Sport
Aurora, community and cul-
tural grants, policies for the
sponsorship of third party
events, the reallocation of
capital project funds, as well
as two motions from
Councillor Gaertner and one
from Councillor Gallo.

Individual members of the
public who waited in the pub-
lic gallery with equal parts
patience and baited breath to
hear councillors debate the
litigation and indemnification
policies will have to continue
exercising that patience for
when the items eventually
come back to the table on
October 4 or October 18.

From page 1
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Dinner for

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3434$$ 9595

Serving Aurora for 42 years.
Best Chinese Food in Town!

Our MENU is NOW ON-LINE

Under MOON GARDEN on

yellowpages.ca
Business Hours 

Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm
Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm

Hair 
Manicure 
Pedicure 
Waxing 
Bio-gel, Solar-Gel 
UV Gell, Acrylic

Walk-ins Welcome • Gift Certificates Available

905-503-SWAN (7926)
* Room for Rent/Facials

15450 Yonge St., Unit 1, Aurora 
All staff are from LEANNE’S NAILS 

OPEN
Monday 

to Saturday

OPEN
Monday 

to Saturday

FAN MAN

 
Tues. Fri. 10am - 6pm

Saturday 10am to 5pm

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

SUMMER 

www.thefanman.ca

BLOWOUT SALE

CEILING FANS    $69FR
OM

Unique Youth Fans

It was corn roast time at the Aurora Seniors’  Centre Friday night. Serving up
the goodies were Tony Schuster, left, and Frank Leone.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Resident is upset
with sewer notice

At least one Aurora
resident is raising a stink
about sewer maintenance
undertaken in one partic-
ular neighbourhood just
after Labour Day after his
street was given just 24
hours notice on Labour
Day to ready their homes
for incoming mainte-
nance. 

Christopher Watts, a
resident of Banff Drive -
and a columnist for The
Auroran - first vented his
frustration online, where
he said he was given
notice of the service dis-
ruption on his street on
Labour Day, the day
before the work was to
commence, as neighbour-
hood families were either
away or getting their kids
ready to go back to
school. 

"Unless it is the Town's
position that combining
these activities with the
inconvenience of not
drawing water, using
washing machines, laun-
dry tubs, having showers,
baths or flushing toilets,
this seems to be a plan-
ning oversight," he wrote.

In the notice to resi-
dents provided by the
Town of Aurora and
LiquiForce, residents
were told that as part of
the ongoing program to
improve sewer infrastruc-
ture, the company had
been contracted by the
Town to "rehabilitate the
existing sewer" without
digging.

"Your sewer connec-
tion will be out of service
for about 12 hours on the
date," they said. "To
reduce any inconvenience
to you, we ask you to min-
imize your water use dur-
ing these hours. This will
stop the possibility of
sewage from your premis-
es backing up into your
basement or building
plumbing."

Residents were
advised to pour one gal-
lon of water in every floor
drain, laundry tub, bath
tub, and shower drain in

their basements to fi l l
dried out traps that could
allow fumes from
LiquiForce's lining
process to seep into
homes.

Expected to be work-
ing in the area from 8
a.m. to 8 p.m. last
Tuesday, crews were still
on the scene nearing 10
p.m., said Mr. Watts, who
said he followed the
guidelines outlined in the
letter despite the lack of
notice.

"I had gone through
the process of following
their instruction of dump-
ing water through the
drain to stop whatever
they claimed they were
going to put in, and what
they wanted to do was
give you a back stop so
the fumes don't come into
the house," he said. "I
don't think the amount of
water was sufficient, or if
they were just very
aggressive, but it smelt
like they had taken black
Sharpies and lit them on
fire in the house. It was
quite disgusting."

His frustration is
twofold, he said.

Not only was there a
lack of "forewarning" on
the part of the Town and
LiquiForce, he said, but
there was also a problem
in bringing these con-
cerns to the Town through
avenues such as their
social media, including
their Facebook page and
blog.

The first option, he
said, did not provide an
option for him to post his
concerns to the Town's
wall, nor was there a
component on the blog to
submit concerns aside
from responding to an
existing blog post.

"Unless I put it on
Twitter, there is very little
ability for me to engage
the Town using social
media," he said. "There
was an issue on how best
do I go through the
process of relaying it to
somebody and then I get

stymied on that.
"If you look at the

microsite for the Strategic
Plan, there is the ability
for you to put comments in
there and I found the one
that was most applicable
and that is where I
deposited my comments
and made it more of a
direction to customer
service."

In response to inquiries
from The Auroran, the
Town of Aurora was apolo-
getic.

"We apologize to any-
one who was inconve-
nienced by the recent dis-
ruption in service," said
Jason Ballantyne,
Manager of Corporate
Communications for the
Town. "We realize that it
was particularly inconven-
ient coming the day after
Labour Day.

"The Town works with
contractors to try and give
as much notice as possi-
ble - in some cases up to
a week - prior to service
disruptions. However, due
to the complex scheduling
nature of some projects,
shorter notice times are
sometimes an unfortunate
necessity. 

"In some emergency
cases - like water main
breaks - there may not be
any notice. In those cases
our staff will go door to
door to explain why the
service has been disrupt-
ed."

Council could approve 
new procedural bylaw
or the committee chair if a
councillor or member was
deemed to be out of order. 

Councillor Chris Ballard
asked if a member persists in
"disobedience" as outlined in
the bylaw, whether the chair
would be able to not recog-
nize that member to speak
for just the following meeting
or if they would have the
option of continuing that
through future meetings. 

Mr. Leach told Councillor
Ballard that it could indeed
cover future meetings.

"These provisions provide
the chair with the authority to
expel or exclude a member
from a given meeting, or
depending on the nature of
the offence, as it were, to
allow a person to remain in
meetings but fail to recognize
them for the given meeting or
subsequent meetings. 

"I think it needs to be kept
in mind that if the chair - and
I'm not suggesting the chair
were - but if the chair were to
become a little heavy hand-
ed, perhaps in the use of
these two clauses, there is
always a way to appeal the
ruling of the chair and if it is
council's will, that would pre-
vail. 

"My aim in putting these
two sections is to give the
chair the authority that may
be necessary depending on
the circumstances that may
arise, whether or not expul-
sion from the meeting would
be sufficient or whether or
not...it was a member of
council's character that was
being impugned, perhaps a
one meeting expulsion would
not be seen to be sufficient. It
would depend on the circum-
stances and I think that these
sections would give the chair
sufficient authority as may be
required to deal with any par-
ticular situation."

For Councillor Wendy
Gaertner, one thing she said
she would have liked to see
in the procedural bylaw is
clarification outlined on what
exactly constitutes improper
conduct to eliminate any grey
areas. 

Included in the bylaw
were rules saying no mem-
bers shall partake in several
behaviours ranging from the
use of "offensive words,
inappropriate actions or
unparliamentary language in
or against Council'" or staff to
using electronic devices in
any disruptive manner; and

from leaving their seat while
a vote is being taken to criti-
cising "any decision of coun-
cil except for the purpose of
moving that the question be
considered."

Although Mr. Leach said
the things itemized already
within the document were
contained purely for "illustra-
tive" purposes, it wasn't sup-
posed to be a definitive cat-
alogue. 

"It wasn't meant to be
totally inclusive of all con-
duct that might at some
point be inappropriate," he
said. "That list could be
exhaustive."

"Disobey" and "disobedi-
ence" were two words in the
draft that came under closer
scrutiny later of the meeting
when Councillor Evelyn
Buck said she objected to its
use in association with coun-
cil and its members.

"We are not children in a
classroom," she said. "Each
of us come here with the
authority to speak and the
purpose of the rules of order
is we agree with each other
on the rules that allow us to
carry out our functions civilly.
It isn't a question of obedi-
ence; it is a question of con-

ducting ourselves in a man-
ner suitable for the authority
that we carry."

In the draft presented by
Mr. Leach, the passage that
caused concern governed
the "Conduct of Members”.

In section 4.6 (H) it read,
"No member shall: disobey
the rules of council or a deci-
sion of the chair or of council
on questions of order or
practice or upon the inter-
pretation of the rules of
Council.

"In case a  member per-
sists in any such disobedi-
ence, after having been
called to order by the chair,
chair shall not recognize that
member, except for the pur-
pose of receiving an apology
from the member tendered
at that meeting or any sub-
sequent meeting."

While Councillor Paul
Pirri made a motion that
each clause be written in the
affirmative rather than hav-
ing a laundry list of negative
clauses, that motion was
defeated and eventually
councillors decided that the
word "contravene" would
have a less negative conno-
tation than "disobey" or "dis-
obedience."

From page 1



VideosVideos

Search for businesses in our Marketplace. 
Go to www.theauroran.com then click on the 

Marketplace icon on the right side of the home page. 

Our        Town

WatchWatch

Thank you to our videographers: Steve Mitchell and Sean Casey

 
CALENDAR

THEAURORAN.COM

Watch

Watch community just posted

Watch for new community videos each week. If you have an upcoming event and would 
like it covered by theauroran.com please have your event co-ordinator email cynthia@auroran.com

for upcoming events
on our outstanding...

WEEKLY 
SHOW

with 
Alison

Collins-Mrakas

EVENT

Watch the show on your smartphone. Here’s how...
1. On your  ‘Smart Phone’  browser go to getscanlife.com and download the free application
Scanlife.com reader (or any app you prefer) onto your phone.
2. Press the download button when the site auto-detects your device. 
3. The app will be downloaded to your phone.
Click on the ScanLife icon to scan QR codes or barcodes. 
,

“Our Town”
with 

 

Cooking show starts NOW!

• This week in Aurora • Council Watch
• Mail Bag • This Week’s Topic 

   Thursday nights at 7 p.m. 

If you don’t have a smart phone go to 

If you don’t have a smart phone go to www.theauroran.com click “Events”

If you don’t have a smart phone, go to 
www.theauroran.com –click on the video –to go to TVA

Alison 

www.theauroran.com
Ribfest AURORA - go to...

POLL
NEW With the Aurora Public Library set to start looking 

at ways to expand to better serve the needs of the 
growing community, what direction do you think 
they should go? (Suggestions received will be 
published in a future edition of the The Auroran)

To participate in this POLL please go to www.theauroran.com
and scroll down the home page -- it’s on the right side.

Mr. Spinners 
 ‘Healthy 
Caribbean
Cravings’ 

–six part series

The complete meal menu will be 
outlined in the first show!

Melvin Laidlaw is a gluten free chef!

Collins-Mrakas

www.aurorafarmersmarket.tv

Please note: time and date change

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

 
Protect Your 

Driveway 
Keep It Looking 

Like  New 

DRIVEWAY 
SEALING

905-841-8949 
416-520-6252

FREE ESTIMATES 

S & S 

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe
416-568-6928

Repairs & 
New Installations

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  

The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 1,000,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each year!

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Handyman services available 
for all your household needs. 

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tom: 905-717-0517

SERVICES
HANDYMAN
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(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a Lincoln hybrid for your next airport or 

downtown transportation.
From only $75.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

AIRPORT  TRANSPORTATION

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net

www.eco-limo.ca

Over 30 years experience. 

 

CONCRETE IMPRESSIONS 
• Stamped concrete for as low as $8/sq. ft. 

Garage Floors • Driveways • Waterproofing 
• Basement Walkouts • Walk-ways • Curbs 

905-505-2410
“We leave good impressions”

• INSURED  • REFERENCES FREE ESTIMATES

www.uniqueconcreteimpressions.com

MOVING SALEHOME FOR SALE - OPEN HOUSE � BUSINESS SERVICES
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Online Store 
available for 
nutritional products
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w.
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ss.
com WORK

FROM
HOME
For your free 
information kit

1 877 287 9046

� PLACE OF WORSHIP

HELP
WANTED

FLORIDA
VACATION

People
don’t 
need 
your 

services 
all the time, 

but, 
if you

want to 
be there 

when they do... 

Advertise in 
The Auroran 

Classifieds

905
727-7128

RESIDENTIAL 
CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for MATURE INDIVIDUALS who enjoy
cleaning, to apply.  Own vehicle with km paid

All local driving. 2 positions available to fill. 
Someone with good leadership skills.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445

and leave a message

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

N O R D H E I M E R
UPRIGHT cab ine t  
g rand  p iano,  
w i th  o r ig ina l  s too l .
$ 5 8 0 .  
P lease  ema i l
bob@auroran.com

�

�

CONDO FOR RENT

� FOR SALE

� FLORIDA VACATION

CONDO FOR RENT Ft.
Myers Beach Florida. 2 bed-
room, two bath, fully
equipped. Rent one week,
second week half price.
From $600 & up. Low sea-
son from $600/wk. – High
season from $1,000/wk.
www.captainsbay.com 416-
720-1755.

GUITAR LESSONS
Aurora today sounds or
past blues and jazz guitar
styles. Google Search.
Rick Washbrook. 416-824-
3377.

50% OFF

$5 OFF

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

ANY SERVICE WITH
$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

$5 OFF

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

✄

✄

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners Aurora 
905-841-6969

Hollidge and Bayview

30% OFF
ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

✄

RECE$$ION BU$TER

HOLIDAY OR NEW
PORT RICHEY, Florida
2 bedroom, 1 bath. Fully 
furnished & equipped.
Small pet OK. 1 mth
min, $1375 US/mth. 
905-171-9205. lewdj
@sympatico.ca.

www.aurorafarmersmarket.tv

BEAUTIFUL FAMILY HOME  
4+ bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, california shutters, in-law
suite with walk-out, near parks in Aurora. Please call
905-726-3364 if a private showing is required.

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday Sept. 18, 2 - 4pm

55 Attridge Drive, Aurora
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Call the experts for a free consultation

416-418-7885 
1-877-895-9766 www.glidingshelf.ca

Made in Canada

Convert your 
existing cabinets 
with custom 
gliding shelves

  
Professional consultation 

   and installation  

Come see us at the 
Markham Fall 
Home Show

October 14-16
Markham Fairgrounds, 
10801 McCowan Road

Took Driver Training  
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).
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uoSept. 24 - Sat. & Sun.
2 Weekends

DEERFIELDS COUNTRY INN
17084 DUFFYS LANE, CALEDON
(PATTERSON Sd Rd & Hwy #50) 

PASSION COMES TO LIFE

SEPTEMBER 24TH
GATES OPEN AT 10 am

v a n n e r f a i r . c o m

BROWSE A LITTLE...SHOP A LITTLE...
ENJOY A LOT!

BEMSEPT HBER 24T

N SdERSOT(PAT
17084 DUFFYS LA
DEERFIELDS C

PASSION COM
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PEGATES O
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SULTANS OF STRING

Sultans of String
coming to Aurora

The raucous roots super-
group Sultans of String,
"Canada's ambassadors of
musical diversity,"  showcase
their new CD at the Aurora
Cultural Centre on Saturday,
October 1st at 7.30 p.m.

The multiple award-win-
ning and Juno-nominated
group present a brand new
mix of their celebration of
world music styles, with influ-
ences embracing Gypsy
Jazz, Cuban rhythms, Arabic
folk and Spanish Flamenco
themes in a display of musi-
cianship.

The evening promises to
be a musical travelogue, with
a variety of lush swaying
tunes, fiery North African
rythms, to upbeat bluegrass
beats and passionate vocals
and instrumentals, according
to Cultural Centre’s Program
Co-Ordinator Jane Taylor.

This new album, she said,
is a blend of their own world
music compositions, with a
few surprises, including a
stunning cover of Neil Young's
track "Heart of Gold". 

The musical pedigree of
this group of five is astound-
ing, with an eclectic constella-
tion of instruments spanning
four and six-string violins, gui-
tars, mandolin, bass and a
varied distinctive percussion
mix. Members of the group
have played with everyone
from The Parachute Club and
Jesse Cook, to Chantal
Kreviazuk and The Chieftans.

The Sultans are based in
Toronto under the guidance of
Chris McKhool, whose name
may be familiar to school-
children in Aurora, where he
has performed his school-age
set to local students.

The group has been rec-
ognized time and time again
throughout Canada for their
world music prowess, which
is often described as a "glob-
al sonic tapestry".

Their armload of acco-
lades and wins span many
categories - from Best Latin
Jazz, to Best Song, Best
World Music, Best
Instrumental Group of the
Year, and Best International
Acoustic Music Award
Finalist.

The result promises to be
a warm and inviting night of
music in their debut public
performance in Aurora, Ms
Taylor said.

General admission tickets
are $25 in advance, or $30 at
the door, and are on sale at
the Centre. Payment can be
made over the phone with a
credit card, or in person with
cash, cheque, debit or credit
card.

The concert will take place
in Brevik Hall at the Centre,
an intimate and cosy perform-
ance venue located in this
beautifully-restored heritage
building, also known as the
Church Street School.

Check out their music at
www.sultansofstring.com

Tobias is guest speaker
at 3rd prayer breakfast

Dr. Rick Tobias brings
his passion and strategies
for community-wide
change to Aurora next
month.

Best known for his life-
long advocacy on behalf of
low-income and marginal-
ized people and for collab-
orating with business and
professional leaders to
promote change in the city,
Dr. Rick Tobias, President
and CEO of Yonge Street
Mission, will be the guest
speaker for the Third
Annual Aurora Prayer
Breakfast on October 18th
at The Mansion on
Industrial Parkway South.

The location is formerly

known as Dinardo’s.
The Aurora Prayer

Breakfast is a not-for-profit
event, focusing on gather-
ing to pray for elected offi-
cials, business leaders
and the residents in
Aurora.

The Vision of the Aurora
Prayer Breakfast is "Prayer
as the Foundation of a
Peaceful and Secure
Community"

The event begins at 7
a.m. and concludes at 9
a.m. The $25 per person
admittance includes a hot
breakfast.

Community leaders will
be joined by members of
the community at this

breakfast meeting of
prayer, worship, music and
testimony. Everyone is
welcome.

The Aurora Prayer
Breakfast previous break-
fasts featuring Paul
Henderson last year and
Reverend Dale Lang in

2009, have sold out.
The committee is antici-

pating another sell-out this
year.

For further information,
call 905-506-0566 or
check the website
www.auroraprayerbreakfas
t.ca.

Candidate MeetingTHE AURORAN’S
Thursday, September 22 – 7.00 p.m. 

Discussion begins in the council chambers at 7.30 p.m. 
Panellists, asking questions, to be announced. 

Hosting the show is Alison Collins-Mrakas

Liberal Candidate: 
Christina Bisanz

Meet your Candidate

NDP Candidate: 
Robin Wardlaw 

Green Candidate: 
Kristopher Kuysten 

Progressive Conservative 
Candidate: Frank Klees 

at

at the Aurora Town Hall 

"To submit a question to be asked during the debate, please send your name, question, and the name(s) of the candidate(s) 
to whom your question is directed to brock@auroran.com."
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6
Join the Aurora Chamber of Commerce at the black tie (optional) 2011 Business

Achievement Awards Dinner, which  will be held at The Manor, 16750 Weston Road,
Kettleby. Cocktails start at 5.30 p.m., with dinner and awards ceremony at 7 p.m.
Tickets are $125 per person plus HST. Visit the Chamber website for details and to
purchase tickets.

OCTOBER 12-15
Theatre Aurora presents Michael Healey's The Drawer Boy. This thoughtful and

touching Canadian drama tells the story of two boyhood friends, Morgan and Angus,
who live together on a farm. Morgan is a tough-minded, stubborn man who cares for
Angus, who suffered brain damage and memory loss during the bombing of London
in the Second World War. Angus is initially identified as "the drawer boy" because he
used to design buildings, and has the talents of an architect. A visitor threatens to
unravel their memories. Produced by Kay Valentine and directed by Andrea
Emmerton.     October 12, 13, 14, 15, with evening performances at 8 p.m. Theatre
Aurora is located at 150 Henderson Drive, Aurora. Purchase tickets on-line through
the web-site www.theatreaurora.com, or you may contact the box office by email at
taboxoffice@bellnet.ca or by telephone at 905-727-3669.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18
The annual Aurora Prayer Breakfast will be held this morning from 7 a.m. to 9

a.m. sharp. Guest speaker is Dr. Rick Tobias who will speak on "Breaking the cycle
of multi-generational poverty, with a particular focus on youth-at-risk". Dr. Tobias
brings his passion and strategies for community-wide change to Aurora. Best known
for his life-long advocacy on behalf of low-income and marginalized people and for
collaborating with business and professional leaders to promote change in the city,
the President and CEO of Yonge Street Mission, will be the speaker. The event will
be held at The Mansion, formerly Dinardo's, 400 Industrial Parkway South, 
and the $25 admission includes a hot breakfast. For tickets contact
www.auroraprayerbreakfast.ca or call 905-506-0566.

* * * *
Celebrate Ontario Public Library Week, October 17-21. Meet award-winning

author Camilla Gibb who will read from and discuss The Beauty of Humanity
Movement. this evening at 7 p.m. in the Magna Room.  Admission is free with ticket.
Pre-register at the Adult Information Desk, or call 905-727-9493, option 4. 

OCTOBER 21 AND 22
The Aurora United Church presents its fall Rummage Sale today and tomorrow.

Judging by the success of the spring sale there is still a need for people to aquire
gently used items. All proceeds go back into the local community including the
Welcoming Arms project. Friday, the event runs from 1 p.m. to 8 p.m. for the individ-
ual sale and on Saturday from 9 a.m. to noon for the Bag Sale. Items include clothes,
books, toys and linen. For further information, call 905-727-1935.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 24
Join Aurora resident Lisa Turner for this 2-part adult craft workshop.  Fee includes

all supplies.  Workshop happens at 7 p.m. and costs $10 per person. Seating is lim-
ited. Pre-register at the Adult Information Desk, or call 905-727-9493 option 4.

MONDAY,  NOVEMBER 7
Join Aurora resident Lisa Turner for this 2-part adult craft workshop.  Fee includes

all supplies.  Workshop happens at 7 p.m. and costs $10 per person. Seating is lim-
ited. Pre-register at the Adult Information Desk, or call 905-727-9493 option 4.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24
Aurora's Pine Tree Potters' Guild announces that it will be hosting its second

annual Empty Bowls fund-raising event. Tickets, at $45, go on sale September 6 and
are available from the Aurora Cultural Centre, Vic's Shoe Repair and Meridian Credit
Union.  

Senior Scape
Tell us about your summer

By BRIAN WARBURTON

With the approach of fall and
the return of seniors from their
summer vacations, and golfing
and everything that captures
the imaginations of seniors dur-
ing the good weather, welcome
back!

Senior Scape needs stories,
your stories, what did you do?

What turned your summer
into something special, or what
gave you quiet private pleasure,
no matter how small or insignif-
icant you think it may be? 

We all talk a little with close
friends about the wonderful
places and people with whom
we spent time, or the shows
enjoyed, so share them through
Senior Scape and give other
people exciting ideas to influ-
ence their future plans. 

My wife and I visited
Stratford where we saw Twelfth
Night at the Festival Theatre.

Shakespeare’s work needs
to be experienced live by an
audience to allow the magic of
his language full scope.

Time has not dulled this
work and modern presenta-
tions allow unrivalled mastery
of the English language appre-
ciation in full.

Twelfth Night is a long-term
addition to my favourite
archives and now I ask again,
what adventures excited you?

What new reminiscences
caress heart and mind, leaving
a growing nostalgia for such
times that must inevitably
recede into the past? 

Better by far to live in the
moment and create more good
times, more friends, but stories
have a place also, so share
them with senior colleagues in
this column and enjoy the fun
once more. 

A tray for my mail sits in the
office behind the front counter.

Postponing social opportu-
nities when they exist extin-
guishes hope for good times,
particularly where seniors’
retired life is concerned.

Procrastination in any form
wastes time uselessly for every-
body to some degree and the
older we become, the less time
remains and we should not
waste it.

Yet, seniority is a wasteland
for some, while presenting
viable opportunity to others.

The Seniors’ Centre creates
opportunities for many seniors
and often, new members find
ways to engage their time suc-
cessfully in ways they never
ever imagined. 

Think or dream realistically
of what you would like to do with
your years of retirement.

What success lies in your
future? What is in the here and
now? What have you dreamed
of that the Seniors’ Centre
makes available to everyone?

For those who aspire to act-
ing, the Silver Stars Drama
Club needs four men and four
women to perform in two short
plays on October 26th, so
opportunity knocks immediate-
ly for those with stage ambi-
tions.

In addition, stage helpers
often find this leads to parts in
future performances.

For more information, con-
tact Judy Buchanan at 905-
841-2385 or e-mail her at
judy202@rogers.com for more
information.

Members of the woodwork-
ing shop, with practical imagi-
nations, construct from wood
everything they believe possi-

ble, carvings, furniture, cabi-
netry, repairs to household
wooden objects, anything use-
ful or artful and anything to
which, they set their minds; all
projects find expression among
the woodworkers. 

The woodworking shop is
open to all members, men and
women, experienced or not,
and probably, as much retired
satisfaction exists among the
woodworkers, as it is possible
to find anywhere.

I mentioned the Wood Shop
and Entertainments, because
they provide good subjects

about which, to write and they
attract men and women. 

Finding a new diversion can
be as simple as playing mah-
jong, enjoyed by many and still
a mystery to others.

So please note that a sign
up sheet is on the bulletin board
requesting interested members
to attach their names. 

I counted nine names,
which indicates to me a lively
interest from members who
have heard of mah-jong but
never played it.

I played it for many hours; it
is a fun game, and I recom-

mend it as well worth your time
to explore this possibility.

It is lively, interesting and
challenging enough to draw
participants back for more.

Many activities draw seniors
to retired life where they derive
their daily pleasure from what
they choose to do.

Some find choice difficult
after a life of doing what they
must, but pleasure is appeal-
ing, and once former workers
accept that retirement means
pleasure in all its shapes and
forms, they will find they never
have enough. 

Seniors with positive atti-
tudes reach for the good life in
this wonderful world with the
passion of those determined to
derive all the fun from retire-
ment that is humanly possible. 

Tables are currently on sale
for the Holiday Bazaar.

Vendors are welcome for
the Bazaar slated for
November 12th, from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m.

Past Bazaars have been
remarkably successful, so it is
time to get your plans organ-
ized for another great sale, to
ensure your participation.

From page 2
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