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Little did Sergeant Wendee Beach, third from right, know when she spotted smoke coming from a building at Yonge Street
and St. John’s Sideroad almost a year ago, that she and fellow officers would be honoured by the Aurora Optimist Club for
their efforts. But she, PC Toby Legacy, second from left, and Detective Constable Greg Percy, to PC Legacy’s left, were 
honoured by the club for their efforts at their annual Respect for Law dinner in Aurora Wednesday night. Also on hand for
the event was Inspector Richard McCabe, left, club president Glen Sharp and member Steve Hinder, right. An officer 
awakened a sleeping man by throwing a police baton at a window on the second floor of the apartment located above a three-
car garage on the property known as Willow Farm. Auroran photo by David Falconer

Council
may approve
amendments
this week

Aurora Council is set to approve
official plan and zoning bylaw
amendments this week which could
pave the way for a proposed health
and wellness complex near Yonge
Street and Elderberry Trail, follow-
ing an ongoing dispute between the
Town, developers and concerned
area ratepayers.

Councillors went into closed
session at last Tuesday's general
committee meeting to discuss how
to proceed with the project, follow-
ing a discussion on whether it
should be handled in closed ses-
sion in the first place.

"Everything" regarding PARCEL
development had been previously
handled in open session, noted
Councillor Wendy Gaertner. "I can't
see anything in the closed session
material which couldn't be in open
session."

Please see page 14

Wells’ house may become casualty
The 1841 William Wells House

near Leslie and Bloomington will most
likely be a casualty of the Westhill
Redevelopment Company's plans for
a championship golf course and resi-
dential development in the area
should Aurora Council formally accept
a staff recommendation to approve
the demolition of the home this week.

The staff recommendation to "not
oppose" the demolition of the listed
property and its removal from the reg-
ister, but also undertake a full meas-
ured architectural documentation of
the floor plans and elevations of the
structure at Westhill's expense, was
approved at last week's general com-
mittee meeting without comment from

councillors. 
According to a report submitted by

Marco Ramunno, Aurora's Director of
Planning, the home is viewed as the
likely first permanent home of William
Wells.

In a July 2007 evaluation, the build-
ing was found to be "a remarkable
example of an 1840s settler's house"

according to Mr. Ramunno's report.
"An appropriate conservation plan

would be to conserve that section of
the dwelling, east of the kitchen,
including the west wall of the stairway,"
said the 2007 recommendation
included in Mr. Ramunno's report.
"Options would be to stabilize and

Please see page 14

Norm Cook turns 95 this Saturday
Birthday wishes go out to Norm

Cook who will turn 95 this Saturday.

Mr. Cook, a long-time Aurora resi-

dent, ran Norm Cook’s Men’s Wear on

Yonge Street.

Anyone who has visited the

Farmers’ Market or any other Aurora

event, could see Mr. Cook on his scoot-

er talking to everyone.

He never missed an opportunity to

attend Aurora events. Mr. Cook has

been part of Aurora for more than 54

years.

As a veteran of the Second World

War, he and his late wife, Norma,

moved their family here in 1957 from

Brampton and raised their three chil-

dren, Beth, Jim and Mary.

He opened his shop in downtown

Aurora and kept the men in Aurora 

finely dressed for years.

He was active in many associations

such as past president and is a lifetime

member of the Aurora Lions Club, was

past president of the Aurora Board of

Trade (now the Aurora Chamber of

Commerce), is a member of the Aurora

United Church and, since 1957, has

belonged to the Fred Tilston branch of

the Royal Canadian Legion. 

Last December, Norm decided to

move to Sunnybrook Hospital

Veterans Building.

Mr. Cook loves to read and a copy

of The Auroran is delivered to him

every week.

Streets
will be
improved

Aurora Council is poised to award
tenders this week for several road
reconstruction projects that will see
facelifts and general infrastructure
improvements to Berczy Street,
Engelhard Drive, Irwin Avenue,
Metcalfe Street, and Spruce Street over
the coming months. 

Council granted early budget
approval for these projects March 8.

Through the proposed projects,
Berczy Street, Engelhard Drive, and
Metcalfe Street construction will include
the replacements of roads and gutters.

The Berczy Street reconstruction

Please see page 8
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COMING EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, MAY 25

The Aurora Cultural Centre and the Aurora
Historical Society present the second of two heritage
lectures with local historian John McIntyre. Tonight’s
feature is “Aurora’s Heritage of Artifacts and
Documents: Treasures from the Aurora Historical
Society’s Collections.” The lecture begins at 7 p.m. at
the Aurora Cultural Centre. Complimentary admis-
sion and refreshments, no registration is required.
Wheelchair accessible at north entrance. For addi-
tional information call 905-713-1818 or
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

THURSDAY, MAY 26
The Aurora Retirement Centre, at 145 Murray

Drive, will be the scene for the ultimate life story pho-
tography exhibition from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

FRIDAY, MAY 27
Aurora Lions Club wil hold a roast beef dinner at

its hall at the corner of Victoria and Mosley as part of
its membership drive. For more information and to
make a reservation call Aurora Lions Hall at 
905-727-6079 or e-mail brad017@sympatico.ca

SATURDAY, MAY 28
Join the Oak Ridges Trail Association this morn-

ing at 9.30 a.m. in Aurora for a moderately paced
12.5 kilometre hike over four hours (aka End to End
(E2E) hike #5). Arrive prior to 9.30 a.m., as the group
will car shuttle to the start promptly at 9.30. Meet in
the parking lot at Sheppard's Bush Conservation
Area south of Mary Street in Aurora. For further 
information call Jill Doble at 705-293-0573. Check
www.oakridgetrail.org for more hikes and informa-
tion.

* * * *
A garage sale will benefit the ongoing community

work of the Upper Canada Chordsmen Chorus today.
It will be held at the old firehall - where the chorus
holds its practices - at 140 Main Street South in
Newmarket beginning at 8 a.m. and continuing until
noon. Anyone wishing to donate furniture or small
appliances in good condition and working order. or
books, knicknacks or collectables should call Dave at
905-235-5893 or Paul at 905-895-9102 to arrange
pick-up.

MAY 29-31
Another historic walk is planned on each of the

evenings listed above beginning at 7 p.m. Brought to
you by A Step In Time, the walks will present data
about where ghosts used to hang out in Aurora.
Advance tickets are $20 and 100 per cent of the pro-
ceeds will go to the Heart and Stroke and Crohns
and Colitis Foundations.

TUESDAY, MAY 31
Movie tonight at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre is

“Country Strong” starring Gwyneth Paltrow and Tim
McGraw. Movie starts at 6:30 p.m. and costs $1.50
for members and $2 for non-members. Price includes
movie, refreshments and treats.

* * * *
Southlake Regional Health Centre is offering to

the  Aurora community a free lecture series on can-
cer prevention, diagnosis, and treatment. The next
lecture will be held today at 5.45 p.m. in the Hospital’s
Medical Arts Building (581 Davis Drive - Level 6). The
topic is Mindful Stress Reduction and the presenter is
Darlene Nicholson, RN. To register call 905-895-
4521, ext. 6947. For more information, visit
www.southlakeregional.org.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1 
Celebrate the winners of this year’s Multimedia

Film Festival of York Region at the Awards and
Closing Gala at the Aurora Cultural Centre at 5.30
p.m. today. Ticket price, at $26, includes selection of
gourmet appetizers and refreshments, entertainment
and awards presentation from internationally-
acclaimed director/producer Christopher Rowley.
Tickets are available in advance at
www.yorkregionfilmfestival.com or by calling 905-
787-8811. Aurora Cultural Centre, formerly Church
Street School, is fully accessible at the north
entrance. For further information call 905-713-1818
or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

THURSDAY, JUNE 2
The Aurora Chamber of Commerce’s last

Business After Five meeting before the summer sea-

son will be held today at van Nostrand & Partners,
144 Wellington Street East, from 5.30 p.m. to 7.30
p.m. Visit their new building and partake of hors-
d’oeuvres and refreshments.

SATURDAY, JUNE 4
Wesley United Church, at the corner of Woodbine

and Aurora Sideroad, is participating in Doors Open
Whitchurch-Stouffville today from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Tours of this historical 130-year-old Gothic church
sanctuary will be conducted by three pioneer mem-
bers of the church. Artifacts will be on display. For
those interested in visiting the old cemetery behind
the church which dates back to the mid-1800s, a tour
will also be available Light refreshments will be
served.

* * * *
RealDeal Racing presents Ride all Day for United

Way at State Farm headquarters, 333 First
Commerce Drive in Aurora from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. All
proceeds to benefit United Way of York Region

SUNDAY, JUNE 5
Annual Aurora Street Festival begins at 11 a.m.

and runs to 5 p.m. on Yonge Street from Wellington
St. to Murray Drive. Booth space still available. Call
the Aurora Chamber of Commerce at 905-727-7262
for further information.

MONDAY, JUNE 6
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street,

presents “We’ll Meet Again: Songs of the 1930s and
40s Community Sing-Along”. Join the Silver Stars
Drama Club in singing old favourites including The
White Cliffs of Dover, Roll Out the Barrel, As Time
Goes By – and more. Complimentary admission and
refreshments. Event begins at 2 p.m. No registration
is required. Wheelchair accessible at north entrance.
For more information call 905-713-1818 or
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * *
The Seniors’ Association’s 2011 Annual General

Meeting will be held in the West-McKenzie Hall of the
Aurora Seniors’ Centre today from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Agenda packages are available at the reception
desk. This meeting will mark the seventh year of
operation of the centre as an incorporated, non-prof-
it organization. A barbecue supper will be served
after the meeting and will cost $2 for members who
attend the meeting. Wine and beer will be available.

FRIDAY, JUNE 10
You are invited to a Sunset "Lethal Luau" and

Beach Party to help solve a murder presented by the
“Silver Stars” Drama Club at the Aurora Seniors’
Centre. Chase Diamond is celebrating his birthday
party, but his drink is laced with poison. It is up to you
to find out which one of his guests poisoned him.
Doors open at 5 p.m. and a cash bar is available.
Tickets, on sale now at the centre’s front desk and
until June 8, are $10.

SATURDAY, JUNE 11
Merlin’s Hollow is open to the public for free today

from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.. The English flower garden is
located at 181 Centre Crescent, west of Industrial
Parkway, off Centre Street.

SUNDAY, JUNE 12
The Art Of Flying - Pandora's Box series in

Aurora presents a mix of classical music, dance, food
and wine. Net proceeds go to the Yellow Brick House
Second Shelter campaign. Join dancer Heather
Lumsden, flute soloist Anne Thompson, the L'il
Rascals Horn Quartet and Tony Browning's Marion
Singers to experience "flight" through music and
dance. Tickets include finger food, tea and wine.
Tickets online at http://www.pandorasboxsalon.com/
or call 289-221-0229. Show starts at 2.30 p.m., at the
Aurora Cultural Centre, formerly Church Street
School.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15
Aurora United Church, 15186 Yonge Street, pres-

ents the Ladue Chapel Presbyterian Church St.
Louis, Missouri Carillon Ringers Handbell Choir in
concert with the Aurora United Church Bell Choirs.
This concert, begins at 7.30 p.m.  Admission is free.
A free-will offering will be accepted in support of this
fundraising event. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 18
Aurora Heights Public School will hold an open

house today, to celebrate the school’s 50th birthday.
Included in the event, which starts at 11 a.m. and

continues until 2 p.m. will be a barbecue, a ceremo-
ny, historic displays, activities for younger kids and
special raffles.

* * * *
JacKryn France, 89 Wellington Street East, will

hold their Annual French Country Market Sale today
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. A percentage of the sales will
be donated to Big Brothers Big Sisters of York.

* * * *
Jim Edwards family reunion concert, featuring

seven top local singers. tonight at 7 p.m. at
Cornerstone Church, 390 Industrial Parkway South.
Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for children. For tickets,
call Jim at 905-713-1665.

SATURDAY, JUNE 25
At the Aurora Community Centre and Machell

Park from 9.30 a.m. to 6 p.m. you can meet Andrew,
an Aurora teen battling Duchenne Muscular
Dystrophy who will be granted his most heart-felt
wish through The Children's Wish Foundation. Net
proceeds of Wish-Mania will be donated to sponsor
Andrew's wish, and those of other children coping
with life-threatening illnesses. For more information
about Children's Wish, visit www.childrenswish.ca.
During the day, several people will attempt to set a

new Guinness record to make the world’s largest
smiley. Some 767 people are needed to set the new
record. All participants must be registered and in line
with their ticket no later than 2.30 p.m. That will take
place at 3 p.m. at Machell Park. Go to
www.wishmania.ca for details.

SUNDAY, JUNE 26
The annual Aurora Garden & Horticultural

Society invites you to attend its Aurora Garden Tour
today. Eight gardens are available for touring where
the owners and creators will be present to chat with
you. The tour is from noon to 4.30 p.m., rain or shine.
Refreshments will be available. Tickets are $10 and
are available in Aurora at Art of the Matter, 2 Orchard
Heights Boulevard; Caruso & Co., 15210 Yonge
Street; Flowers by Terry, 14799 Yonge Street; Aurora
Used Books, 95 Edward Street  and at our 
booth at the Aurora Farmers’ Market June 11th, 
18th, and 25th. For more information 
call Madge at 905-727-5926 or visit
http://www.gardenontario.org/site.php/aurora/news/d
etails/6118

SATURDAY, JULY 2 
Merlin’s Hollow is open to the public for free today

from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The English flower garden is
located at 181 Centre Crescent, west of Industrial
Parkway, off Centre Street.

Rec Cycle N’ Sports!
15483 Yonge St. Aurora, across from Howard Johnson Hotel 

Main Location:

up toup to

905-841-5757
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25% OFF25% OFF
BIKE CLEARANCEBIKE CLEARANCE

SPRING TUNE-UPS – ONLY $39.99 + parts & tax
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DR. DAVE WILLIAMS

Southlake’s new prez is a former astronaut 
An astronaut has been

named the president and
Chief Executive Officer of
Southlake Regional
Health Centre.

The appointment is
effective July 18.

Dr. Dave Williams, a
leading physician and for-
mer astronaut, comes to
Southlake with a substan-
tial amount of healthcare
experience, which he has
gained through various
leadership positions held
at teaching and research
centres.

At McGill University in
Montreal, he completed
his Bachelor of Science
(1976), Master of Science
(1983), and Medical
Doctor degree (1983),
having earned numerous
honours including the
Wood Gold Medal.

He has served as
Director of Emergency
Services at Sunnybook
(1992) and as an emer-
gency physician at
Kitchener General
Hospital/St. Mary’s
General Hospital in 1989
and 1990.

Most recently, he held
the position of Professor
of Surgery and Director of
Medical Robotics at
McMaster University
(2008-2011), and Chief
Medical Officer, Patient
Safety and Quality at St.
Joseph’s Healthcare
System in Hamilton
(2010-2011).

Recipient of four hon-
ourary degrees and
numerous awards, Dr.
Williams has participated
in numerous research
studies and served on
many boards and commit-
tees. 

The doctor joined the
Canadian Space Agency
in 1992.

During his career, he
logged more than 687
hours in space, with a
record-setting 17 hours
and 47 minutes perform-
ing spacewalks.

Having also lived and
worked in the world’s only
underwater ocean labora-

tory, he became Canada’s
first dual astronaut and
aquanaut in 2001. 

Between his two
spaceflights, he held the
position of Director of the
Space and Life Sciences
Directorate at the
Johnson Space Center in
Houston, Texas.

With this appointment,
he became the first non-
American to hold a senior
management position
within NASA.

He concurrently held a
six-month position as the
first Deputy Associate
Administrator for Crew
Health and Safety in the
Office of Space Flight at
NASA Headquar ters in
2001.

"The Board of Directors
at Southlake is extremely
excited to announce the
appointment of Dr.
Williams,” said Board
Chairman Stephan
Quinlan. “We are confi-
dent that the range of
experience and leader-
ship qualities he offers
will greatly aid Southlake
as it transitions into a
teaching and research
centre. “To have success-
fully recruited a candidate
of this calibre is a testa-
ment to the reputation
that Southlake, its pro-
grams, and its people
have earned as a centre
of excellence within the
Province of Ontario.”

Recently reappointed
as Assistant  Professor of
Surgery at the University
of Toronto, Dr. Williams
said he was thrilled to be
joining “the world class
team at Southlake and
their commitment to serv-
ice excellence,” he said.  

“When I look at the
remarkable clinical
achievements of the team,
including a number of
firsts in cardiac care, cou-
pled with a new state-of-
the-art cancer centre, it is
clear that Southlake is at
the forefront of medical
care,” he said. “Building
on partnerships with the
University of Toronto and

York University, we are
perfectly poised to
expand Southlake’s role
as a future leader in clini-
cal research and academ-

ic medicine.”
Dr. Williams and his

wife, Cathy Fraser, live in
Oakville, with their two
children. 

Dr. Louis Balogh will
continue as Interim
President and CEO until
the arrival in July of Dr.
Williams.

At that time, Dr. Balogh
will return to the position
of Southlake’s Vice-
President, Regional
Programs.

Tories would provide hydro break
Last week, Newmarket

-Aurora MPP Frank Klees
announced that after
years of fai led Liberal
hydro exper iments, a
P r o g r e s s i v e
Conservative govern-
ment would remove the
provincial por tion of the
HST (eight per cent)
from hydro bills and from
all residential home

heating bi l ls including
natural gas, home heat-
ing oil and propane. 

A PC Government
would also remove the
so-called “Debt
Retirement Charge” from
residential hydro bills, he
said.

That promise of relief
was confirmed by PC
Leader Tim Hudak when

he announced that his
party would remove the
“Debt Retirement
Charge” and the provin-
cial por tion of the HST
from residential hydro
bills. 

A Tory Government
would also remove the
provincial por tion of the
HST from every home
heating bi l l ,  including

natural gas, home heat-
ing oil and propane, he
said.

Taken together, these
steps will give a typical
Ontario household $275
in immediate relief from
rising energy bills. 

Under Dalton
McGuinty, hydro rates
have increased eight
times since 2003 by a
total of 84 percent, or as
much as 150 percent for
famil ies with activated
smart meters, Klees said.

In addit ion to these
increased rates, con-
sumers are now being
charged the HST.

“Dalton McGuinty’s
failed energy experiments
have hurt Ontario families
where it matters most – in
their pocketbooks,” he
said. “We recognize that
families desperately need
relief. By removing the
provincial por tion of the
HST from hydro and
home heating bills, hard-
working families will get a
major break from steadily
rising costs. 

“In October, the choice
is clear – a McGuinty
government which wil l
raise the taxes of Ontario
families, or an Ontario PC
government which wil l
provide relief for families
on hydro bills,” he added.

Former MP to get
honourary degree

Former Newmarket-
Aurora Member of
Parliament Belinda
Stronach will receive an
Honourary Doctor of Laws
Degree from the University
of Windsor next month.

Ms. Stronach, who was
recently Executive Vice-
Chairman of Magna
International, will receive
her honourary degree at the
University of Windsor's con-
vocation ceremony
Wednesday, June 15. 

In the announcement last
Thursday, Ms. Stronach was
cited for, among her other
achievements, her "contri-
butions to the cause of
social justice", particularly
the establishment of the
Belinda Stronach

Foundation, of which she is
chair.

The Belinda Stronach
foundation was established
to provide education oppor-
tunities for young women,
aboriginal youth, "and to
improve the lives of young
people in developing
nations."

"In partnership with
Canadian television person-
ality Rick Mercer, she co-
founded Spread the Net, a
grassroots fundraising cam-
paign started in 2006 to
raise awareness and funds
to combat death from malar-
ia, following a 2005 trip to
Africa where she witnessed
its devastating effects first-
hand," noted the University
of Windsor in their

announcement.
"Stronach is also the co-

founder and honorary chair
of Belinda's Place, York
Region's first homeless
women's shelter, scheduled
to open in 2012."

"Following her personal
experience with breast can-
cer in 2007, she also estab-
lished the Belinda Stronach
Chair in Breast Cancer
Reconstructive Surgery at
the Toronto General and
Western Hospital
Foundation. She is a strong
supporter of the Canadian
Breast Cancer Foundation
and has served as honorary
chair of the foundation's
CIBC-Run for the Cure."

Region wants its residents
to complete survey on-line

York Region needs a
"check-up", according to the
York Region Community
Foundation, and the organiza-
tion is seeking input from
Aurora residents on "what it is
like to live, work, play, or attend
school in York Region”.

The group is asking resi-
dents of York Region to com-
plete a survey available online
at www.livinginYR.ca which
asks a number of questions of
how residents evaluate vari-
ous community amenities and
services.

In a statement released
earlier this month from the
group, the Foundation called
the "bold new initiative" of the
Community Check-Up "a

snapshot of the quality of life in
York Region from a resident's
perspective across a series of
community, environment and
economic indicators."

The initiative was com-
mended by Regional Chair Bill
Fisch.

"[The project] is another
example of how York Region is
growing together as a commu-
nity that is now home to over
one million residents," he said.
"People continue to come to
York Region because of our
excellent services, our eco-
nomic prosperity and the sus-
tainability of our communities. 

"All the members of York
Regional Council are commit-

Please see page 11
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Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

Twelve months, 18 months, or 24?
That was the question facing the committee

Thursday night, as members grappled with whether
the “I Love Rock and Roll” evening should become an
annual event.

Judging by the tone and numbers of e-mails
received following last week’s party at the Mansion,
the answer is yes.

But the guy who started it all - Alan Hayes - isn’t so
sure and wouldn’t say one way or the other whether
the event will be held next year.

It should.
From Sonny, one of two showgirls who escorted

“Elvis” onto the dance floor, came this e-mail
addressed to Al and his wife Pat: “I just wanted to say
thanks so much for allowing Gail (she was the other
showgirl) and myself to help out the charity event last
night. We had the best time ever...you guys did an
amazing job of hosting your first event, the entertain-
ment was over the top fantastic and I’m sure everyone
looks forward to the next one.”

Although Sonny didn’t say “annual event”, I’m sure
that’s what she meant.

From Karen and Dennis Balsom came this e-mail:
“Just wanted to comment on what a fabulous event
that was last evening. You should all be very proud of
your accomplishment - and what a great cause...the
entertainment was amazing - it has been a long time
since I have been at an event where everybody (with
few exceptions) stayed until the end of the evening.
Can’t wait to see what you come up with next year.”

From Gail Bevilacqua (the other showgirl) came
this: “well organized, well attended and most of
all...fun for all.”

Nearly 400 people sat down to a three-course meal
(the wine was free), and danced to the band of Freddy
Vette and the Flames, and sang along to Elvis songs
performed by Kevin Mills, who now makes his home in
Richmond Hill.

Even Aurora’s new mayor Geoffrey Dawe, who
attended the event with his wife Henny, was caught up
by the evening.

In an e-mail, Geoff noted” “ Henny and I had a
great time - definitely one of the best events we have
attended so far. The band was great and really tailored
the music to get - and keep - everyone dancing. A rare
feat indeed.

“Congratulations to you and your committee for a
great night in support of a great cause.”

Money raised that night - it was in the thousands
although final figures are not available - went to the
Aurora-Newmarket Association for Community Living. 

Below, Frank Klees MPP for Newmarket-Aurora
enjoys the evening with Lois Brown, MP for the same
riding.
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In 1928, Aurora’s St. Andrew’s college was a hive of activity, as this photo indicates. Students’ parents
are shown at the Yonge Street location for graduation exercises. In the ad from where this picture orig-
inated it noted “beautiful swimming pool, under glass. Modern gymnasium. New site, 219 acres, new
buildings, 700 feet above Toronto, 20 miles from the city. Prepares boys for Universities, Royal Military
College and for business. Established 28 years. Autumn term commences September 12, 1928.” At the
time, Rev. D. Bruce Macdonald was headmaster of the school. While there has been discussion over the
years that St. Andrew’s should be a school for both boys and girls, it remains today as a boys’ school.
Thank you to David Heard for providing the picture.

Administration
Patricia Wallace

To the editor,

I stood at the top of the
steps. The faces in front of
me were curious and fixed. I
felt an incredible rush of ener-
gy.

I began to speak and the
members of the crowd
became more transfixed.

There were faces looking
up at me with childlike stares.

I knew I wasn't Santa
Claus or a famous movie star.

However, they were gath-
ering to listen to what I had to
say.

Little did they know that I
had not prepared a speech. I
tried to use a tone that was
clear and comforting.

I wanted them to hear
what I had to say and possi-
bly feel an emotion from the
words.

I wondered if it was possi-
ble to have that kind of power.
One in which you could make
people feel excited. Just by
telling a wonderful story and
connecting it to the communi-
ty.

Could I make people walk
away and think they were on
a journey?

It was kind of an emotion-
al magic act that I was trying
to present.

There were no fancy gim-
micks or a box for someone
to climb into that I would saw
in half.

I was just repeating what
elders had done for cen-
turies: I was spinning a yarn.

This is what it was like for
myself on the inaugural
"Aurora Spirit walk".

I was practicing a gift that
my Grade 2 teacher Ursula

suggested. Public speaking
has helped me overcome
many challenges.

Standing on the steps of
the Wells Street School; I
found my passion.

When I appeared in front
of council to proclaim" Aurora
has no ghosts" it was not
exactly factual. There is
something happening in our
town.

Something special that is
about change.

I have not seen the
episode of Rescue Mediums
which was filmed at the Filly
and Firkin in Aurora. I will wait
until May 29.

Each time I take people on
tours they make me feel won-
derful. I have met so many
fascinating citizens and visi-
tors.

After last October’s Spirit
walk I met someone very
special. I will never forget her.

Ticket holders will meet at
the Church Street School
(Aurora Cultural Centre) at 
7 p.m.

I will share the chilling
tales of tours gone by; 
especially the ones that had
visitors.

It took a lot of courage for
her to show her real self. We
will show the video after the
walk. One that was taken by
me at the same location (Filly
and Firkin).

There will be a presenta-
tion including original music
created on the spot.

Like the old silent movies
when the player watches the
screen and sets the mood. 

We will enjoy food. Give
away prizes.

Most of all we will cele-

Tickets now on sale
to visit movie scene

brate someone's life.
A Step in Time is not the

highlight of the episode of
"Rescue Mediums”.

A wonderful spirit is.
You do not want to miss

this event. Thank you to all
citizens of Aurora and sur-
rounding communities for the
support.

Most of all thank you to my
Grade 2 teacher Ursula. I
think she would be proud of
what the Aurora Spirit Walk

has become.
Tickets are available at the

Filly and Firkin.
You can also call 905-717-

6647 for delivery arrange-
ments.

All proceeds will be donat-
ed to Heart and Stroke and
Crohns and Colitis
Foundations. 

David Heard 
Founder of the 
Aurora Spirit Walk 
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By Stephen Somerville 

By Frank Klees 
MPP Newmarket-Aurora 

This is the second in an ongoing series of short profiles on
the new members of the Aurora Town Council. 

John Abel topped the council balloting last November with
5,803 votes over his closest competitor Michael Thompson who
had 5,335 votes.

This earned Councillor Abel the additional moniker of
Deputy Mayor.

How long have you lived in Aurora?

"It has been 16 years this June."
I believe that you are married - what is your wife's name, any

children? Are they tykes or older?
"My wife Tracy and I are celebrating our 25th wedding

anniversary this July. We are very proud parents of two children.
My son, Eric, is heading off to first year university, while my
daughter Devon is continuing with grad studies with plans to go
on to medical school." 

What is your educational background?

"I received my Bachelor of Commerce from the University of
Toronto." 

What did you do for a living before seeking public
office?

"I have been self employed most of my career. I have worked
in several industries including restaurants, home entertainment
and the landscape business. I am now semi retired and work-
ing my third season at Westview Golf Course."

Outside of Council - what kinds of things do you like to
do?   

"I enjoy playing recreational adult hockey, and have been
playing with the same group of guys for the last 35 years. I love
to cook and this may be the thing my wife misses most now that
I am on Council." 

What community activities were you involved in prior to
becoming a councillor?

"I am very family focused. I have been a coach, convenor,
and volunteer in many kids sporting and dance activities."

Read any good books lately? If so, which ones?

"I read Don Cherry's book, and am finishing Richard
Florida's "Who's your City?" 

What are the Town's biggest two chal-
lenges/opportunities?

"In the long range, I think sustainability is the most important.
More current challenges would be growth as it relates to our

community.
As well, other challenges and opportunities include dealing

with traffic, transit, recreational facilities, and maintaining our
identity."

What has surprised/frustrated you about the way coun-
cil works? 

"I'm amazed at how much there is to learn being a council-
lor.

There is a tremendous learning curve and I've just scratched
the surface.

I am enjoying the challenges of being part of the governance
of the fantastic community called Aurora. I'm extremely hon-
oured to be an elected member."

What committees are you part of?

"I am part of the Joint Council Committee Central York Fire
Services. I also sit on the Heritage Advisory Commitee as well
as the Nokiidaa Trail Committee."

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Question: Whatever happened to that provincial
agency that was caught doling out multi-million dollar
contracts without bothering to get competitive bids,
paid Liberal-friendly consultants nearly $3,000 a day
and gave executives hefty bonuses despite having lit-
tle to show for their work?

You may remember, that a minister of health was
forced to resign, because despite burning through
more than a billion tax dollars, the Auditor General
revealed that this agency had failed miserably to do
what it was supposed to do: namely, develop an elec-
tronic health records system for Ontario patients.

Well, this same agency, known as eHealth Ontario,
occupied most of a raucous Question Period again this
past week. The issue this time?

It was revealed that the agency had just given its
617 employees a 1.9 per cent merit pay raise plus
bonuses averaging an additional 7.8 per cent.

If there was ever a doubt whether Dalton McGuinty
and his government have lost touch with Ontario fami-
lies, this should nail it down for even the most forgiving
of hearts.

Here was the quote from a spokesperson attempting
to defend the pay increases and bonuses: 

"These payments are in recognition of performance
results".

Really!
Given the circumstances, the best these folks

should have expected is to keep their jobs, let alone

being given a raise plus bonuses. 

WAGE FREEZE RE-DEFINED

What makes this even more offensive, is the fact
that Dalton McGuinty and his finance minister
announced a two-year pay freeze for the broader pub-
lic sector in its most recent budget.

Apparently the McGuinty government's definition of
"pay freeze" is less frigid than most Ontarians would
have expected. 

Here is how Government Services Minister Harinder
Takhar explained the melting of the so-called wage
freeze when asked about it during Question Period:
"We are freezing the grid. You can move within the grid
if your performance is okay". 

So, a wage freeze isn't really a freeze at all, and the
government considers wasting a billion dollars 'Okay'
enough to merit a pay increase and bonuses.

This is the same government that's responsible for
sky-rocketing hydro rates, the HST that's been slapped
onto everything we touch and adds another 10 cents a
litre to the cost of gas, and an unending string of fees
that keep picking our pockets at every turn.

And the same government admits that it will spend
$16.7 billion more than it expects to get in revenues
this year.  

The least we should expect is that it would hold the
line on its own internal spending, but it wasn't until this

eHealth Scandal: Act Two was exposed, and the PC
Leader, Tim Hudak demanded that these pay increas-
es be cancelled, that this was even considered an
issue for the McGuinty government.

The best the Minister of Health could muster in
response to questions in the legislature, was to 
commit to a "review" of the matter. And you saw the
lame explanation offered by the Minister of
Government Services.

RAISES AND BONUSES CANCELLED

Thanks to this fiasco being exposed and the
demands for the raises and bonuses to be scrapped,
the CEO of eHealth was ultimately forced to announce
that the raises and bonuses would in fact, be reversed.
The savings to taxpayers this year?

Five million dollars.
The question remains, how many other deals like

this are hidden throughout the McGuinty government's
layers of agencies, boards and commissions?

And why did it take a newspaper (the Toronto Star)
and the Official Opposition to force this reversal?

Just how out of touch has this government become
with its own operations, let alone Ontario families?

Ontario families deserve better. 
As always, I welcome your comments and advice.
Feel free to contact me through my website at

frankklees.com or by calling 905-750-0019.   

More bungling at eHealth agency
Frankly Speaking

Front Porch
Perspective
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Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
(Just south of the soccer fields)

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5 
Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted

 
15570 Yonge Street 

Aurora, On

The Light Spot

(905) 727-7347

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store

of styles to choose from!
with 100’s 

100’s of
LIGHTING 
IDEAS

h10000000000000’’’’’’’

Aurora Lions Club seeks new members
To the editor,

During these economic
times that seem to hit all of
us one way or the other,
the one thing we must not
forget about is community
involvement.

Being a part of a non-
profit organization, such as
the Aurora Lions, in our
opinion, is one of the
essential keys to that lock
of the community and the
club has been busy for
more than 65 years.

The Aurora Lions have
quietly supported the fol-

lowing projects for many
years, but now we have
decided it’s our time to roar
and make our presence
known:

VISION SCREENING of
Kindergarten children in
Aurora schools - purchas-
ing eye glasses where nec-
essary; HIGH SCHOOL
BURSARIES for local
deserving students; CAMP
KIRK- camp fees for learn-
ing disabled children;
CAMP DORSET - equip-
ment for a dialysis camp;
C.N.I.B camp at Lake
Joseph - camp for sight

impaired people; SOUTH-
LAKE HEALTH CARE
CENTRE FOUNDATION;
HEART AND STROKE
FOUNDATION; DIABETES
SOCIETY; BARBECUES to
help local schools raise
funds for equipment;
CLOTHING AND SCHOOL
SUPPLIES FOR NORTH-
ERN NATIVE CHILDREN;
GUIDE DOGS - donations
to help supply, free of
charge, dogs for hearing,
sight impaired, autism,
special needs; AID TO
AREAS affected by natural
disasters; SLEEPING

CHILDREN AROUND THE
WORLD - bed kits for chil-
dren worldwide; FOOD,
CLOTHING AND TOYS TO
181 (YES, 181) local
needy families at
Christmas 2010.

Quite a list of support
TO our Town, isn't it?
Where is the support
FROM our Town? 

We have a web
site(http://www.auroralions
.com/) and recently have
had advertisements in
local newspapers offering
a complimentary dinner
and information night  on

May 27, for those who are
genuinely interested in
learning how to support an
Aurora  Lions Club that has
supported their Town for
many years.

Our Town has grown,
and of course, the need
has grown, but the support
that we need has not kept
pace with that growth and
need.

On May 27 at 7 p.m. we
would like to invite
Aurorans to our compli-
mentary roast beef dinner
information night to explore
what the Aurora Lions can

do for you so that we may
continue to serve the
unique needs of the com-
munity that we reside in.

Without your member-
ship and support our club,
the Aurora Lions, is on the
brink of extinction along
with our many projects and
partnerships along the 65
years of our journey.

We need Aurorans to
step up to the plate and
make that home run hit, to
keep the Aurora Lions
active and alive as well as a
vital part of the community
for many more years to
come.

Please remember, the
Aurora Lions is a non-profit
organization doing commu-
nity and volunteer work
through helping, planning,
and addressing challenges
past the expectations of, it
cant be done!

Remember May 27, 7
p.m. the Aurora Lions com-
plimentary roast beef night
for potential members at 33
Mosley Street, Aurora.
Please call for reservations
at 905-727-6079 or e mail
brad017@sympatico.ca as
soon as possible. Seating is
limited.

Brad Snell
Aurora Lions

Finally, learning centre named after Stephenson
To the editor,

On Tuesday, my friend,
mentor, colleague, ex-
boss was given the long
overdue honour of having
a Learning Centre named
after her.

The Dr. Bette
Stephenson Centre for
Learning had its official
opening with much fan-
fare-brass bands, great
speeches (one from the
Honourable Ernie Eves in
addition to the Director
and others from York
Region District School
Board), and good nibbles.

Walking around this
facility with the throngs of

invited guests evoked
memories of the Learning
Opportunities Task Force,
most of the staff and
members being in atten-
dance.

Dr. Stephenson was the
Chairman with myself as
the Executive Coordinator.

We were fortunate to
have the finest minds in
Special Education as con-
sultants and the work con-
tinues to provide support
to students with Learning
Disabilities at the Post
Secondary level.

Dr. Stephenson (I only
rarely call her Bette when
alone - never in public -
old school) became quite

emotional when she gave
her thank you speech.

She had told me that I
needn't type something
out for her (even she can't
read her writing) that she
was merely going to say
thank you.

I knew that wasn't
going to happen.

She is one of the best
off-the-cuff speakers I
know.

In response to the
many accolades she remi-
nisced about being born
and growing up in Aurora.

She said she went to
public school so long ago
that the facility is now a
museum (the Cultural

Centre in Aurora, the old
Church Street School).

After all the speeches
we retired to Dr.
Stephenson's' home for
an intimate gathering of
about 100.  More speech-
es, great food (catered by
Ida's Kitchen) and many
"war stories" completed
the day of showing rever-
ence to a great lady, one
that I feel very privileged
to know.

Later that evening I
attended a presentation
by Dr. Alan Wolfelt provid-
ed by Hospice King-
Aurora and sponsored, in
part, by Thompsons'
Funeral Home.

I was impressed (and I
am not easily impressed,
as you know) with Dr.
Wolfelt's grasp of the Grief
and Mourning process and
with his entertaining, and
sometimes humorous
approach.

I had heard that he was
the foremost authority on
Grief (a grief guru) having
gained International atten-
tion and respect.

Having now heard him, I
understand why! 

Bonnie Tiffin
Oak Ridges 

He knew it was too good to be true
To the editor,

I could hardly believe
my eyes!

So much so that I had
to scour the May 10th 
edition of The Auroran a

second time.
Wow!
Not so much as one

mention of the ex-Mayor
and her frivolous law suit.

I knew it was too good
to be true (sigh).

There it was, splashed
all over the front page of
last week's Auroran.

More salt being rubbed
into the wounds of the
Aurora taxpayer.

Wasn't it enough that

she had her legal fees
paid up until December by
the people that she said
she represented?

The Aurora voters
handily took care of her
last October.

Why can't she just qui-
etly fade away into obliv-
ion, or preferably further?

On a closing
note...good luck to Mr.
George Hervey and his
lawsuit against the former
mayor.

Most of Aurora's hard
earned residential tax dol-
lars are standing on the
sidelines cheering you on.
Unfortunately, this will only
mean that the readers of
the Auroran will once
again be subjected to a
weekly dose of someone
we thought was taken care
of by the democratic vote. 

Mark Holmes
Aurora

Fundamental structure of economy
soon to change, reader maintains
To the editor,

The fundamental
structure of our econo-
my is going to change
because of high energy
costs.

We have been condi-
tioned since the 1920s
by business and govern-
ments that inexpensive
energy will help every-
one have a better l ife.

First  at  home you
have relat ively f ixed
pr ices: mor tgage, rent
and services.

In addition, you have
expenses that you can
control : food, heat,
clothing etc.

However,   many of
these expenses are

becoming more costly. 
For example:  Your

grocery store must raise
pr ices because their
costs are increasing.

The service sector
where people need a
vehicle is also feel ing
the pressure.

Of course, taxes must
r ise because of the cost
of school buses, snow
removal, garbage collec-
tion, home care etc. are
on the increase and gov-
ernments have one
choice if they're going to
maintain their standards
- pass on the cost.

The family car is no
longer an asset but an
expensive luxury and
convenience when

you're paying $!00 or
more to fi l l  up your vehi-
cle and that's not includ-
ing the costs: mainte-
nance and repairs.
What's a family going to
do when they can't afford
to drive to work or buy
food?

Yes, exist ing l i fe
styles must change but,
at what cost?

Food for thought.

Wayne Hemington
Former Auroran
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TRANSPORTATION 
SURVEY

The Aurora Seniors’ Association is investigating the possible need
for transportation to and from the Seniors’ Centre for qualified
members.

If you are a senior living in Aurora and would like to be a member
of the Aurora Seniors Association, or are currently a member of
the Centre, but do not have access to personal or public transporta-
tion we would like to hear from you.  

Please let us know your name, address and phone number & email
address in writing to: Transportation Committee, c/o Aurora
Seniors Association, 90 John West Way, Box 1000, Aurora,
Ontario L4G 6J1 or by email at transportation@auroraseniors.ca
attention: Transportation Committee or leave a message at 905-
727-3123 x3602 on or before June 30.

Weekly 
Specials! 

T.C.'s BURGERS 

 

15198 Yonge St., Aurora             Call us at: 905-841-1380

Since 1993 
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Chairman says thanks for successful evening
To the editor,

The inaugural Lieutenant
Governor Simcoe’s Levee

Honouring our Rangers
held May 11 in Aurora was
a resounding success.

I’d like to thank the

organizing committee for its
hard work and dedication to
the men and women of the
Queen’s York Rangers

(QYRang).
I’d also like to thank The

Auroran for its coverage.
The objectives of the

evening were to show our
appreciation to the men and
women of QYRang who
serve Canada, and to raise

funds for the regimental fam-
ily.

With the support of
Ontario's Lieutenant
Governor David Onley and
his family, we did both.

I was honoured to Chair
the event and to work close-
ly with this talented group of
committee members: Darrell
Bricker, Hon. Commanding
Officer, Queen's York
Rangers; Rob Peacock,
President, Queen's York
Rangers Regimental
Association; LCol. (ret.) Kirk
Corkery, Queen's York
Rangers Regimental
Council, and former CO of
the Queen's York Rangers;
Peter Ellis, Aurora resident
and Treasurer, Queen's York
Rangers Regimental
Council; Wendy Gaertner,
Councillor, Town of Aurora;
Sandra Humfreys,
Councillor, Town of Aurora;
Mike Beard, Aurora citizen
and President, One Man
Agency; Catherine Marshall,
Aurora citizen and
President, Filament
Graphics; Phyllis Morris,
Aurora citizen; Katie Colvin,
Peacock Philanthropic
Counsel.

Thanks to all the individu-
als who attended and to all
the companies, both local
and across Ontario, who
sponsored the event and
donated to the silent auc-
tion.

The support shown
demonstrates that, while the
Rangers might be stationed
in Aurora, they are York
Region's regiment.

We are in the early
stages of organizing for next
year and I would be delight-
ed to hear from anyone
interested in supporting the
event. My email is
chris@chrisballard.ca

Watch for the official
opening of the Queen's York
Rangers new Armory in
Aurora this fall.

I hear there will be a big
community event.

Chris Ballard
Event Chair
Councillor, Town of Aurora

Trains make noise for “stupid people”
To the editor,

Re: Mr. P. Mahon

I live right beside the Go
Station. I’m glad they have
whistles.

Given your theory regard-

ing the size, the vibration, the
smell etc...Why in heavens
name did they bother putting
the arms in at all the cross-
ings?

Your argument is the most
ridiculous one I've heard yet.

There is a reason they have

whistles.
STUPID PEOPLE.
I'm a firefighter.
We have sirens, air horns,

and lights all over our trucks. As
do ambulances and police
cars.

Yet there are those who

don't move out of our way.
I would much rather have a

train whistle once in a while
instead of a dead family mem-
ber. 

Oh, by the way... since I
have lived in town, I can recall
at least four deaths along these

tracks and I'm sure that the edi-
tor can recall even more.

People do not pay attention.
They need to warn people

they are coming.

P. Cooke
Aurora

Trains have been coming here for almost 150 years
To the editor,

"As a 30 plus year resi-
dent of Aurora, I have writ-
ten to each member of
council urging them to vote

to stop the nonsense about
silencing train whistles.

The trains have been
coming to and through
Aurora for almost 150
years.

Anyone who is ‘bothered’
by that sound should have
thought of that before they
bought close to the tracks.

The whistles are for the
safety of everyone.

Not another cent of tax-
payers’ money should be be
wasted on this frivolous,
totally unnecessary and
largely unenforceable exer-
cise.

Please e-mail or call our
elected Town councillors to
let them know your views.   

Dennis Collins
Aurora

Great dart weekend as Aurora hosts Canada
To the editor,

I would like to thank
everyone for their contri-
bution to the recent
Dominion (Canadian)
Dar ts Championship
hosted by Col. Fred
Tilston, VC, Branch 385 in

Aurora.
The almost 100 volun-

teers did a terrific job in
hosting 70 competitors
and their guests for a
wonderful weekend.

As our President Rick
Preston said, “the branch
should be very proud of

our accomplishments this
weekend.”

There were a lot of
people behind the scenes
that made everything
happen.

The appreciation from
other provinces have all
ready been pouring in.

Congratulations to
Team Newfoundland, con-
sisting of Thomas Organ,
Leslie Hulan, Adam
Bullen and Red Snow for
winning the Team Event.

The Doubles were won
by Chris Steiger and Jerry
Myles from Nova Scotia.

Reader fully believed that Aurora
council would not raise his taxes
To the editor,

I thought the new council
would come out with no new
tax increases.

Instead they have already
forecast incrases for the next
three years of 7.3 per cent, 3.6
per cent, and 2.2 per cent.

I am sure if they can do that
they can forecast no increase.

Small wonder taxes are
going up when you have
$5,000 every year for trees and
$50,000 for heritage plus
$300,000 to $500,000 for the
Cultural Centre plus $140,000
for maintenance.

I see you cut the library

$30,000.
I expect more Aurorans use

the library than go to the
Cultural Centre. 

One of your department
leaders recommended to coun-
cil to break a legal contract of
yearly maintenance for three
pumping stations.

The homes serviced by
these pumping stations would
never have been built without
the pumping stations, thus
these houses pay for the main-
tenance.

The council voted to charge
everyone in Aurora for the
pumping stations as suggested
by the department head.

The legal document for the
maintenance was none of his
business.

The people in these houses
did not ask to break the legal
document which was part of
building their houses.

It seems that council has
rubber-stamped department
recommendations.

The staff works for you.
You can listen to what they

say but you do not have to
agree unless a legal point is
made.

Aurora has a system where
if someone uses equipment or
manpower for a job other than
town business they pay a fee.

The fee is there for a pur-
pose.

The previous council hired
Jason Ballantyne as manager
of corporate communications.

This new council has adver-
tised for a strategic programs
coordinator.

We have a heritage planner.
Why?

Cannot the Historical
Society look after heritage?

Are these jobs really
required?

Aurora has been expanding
since the 1980s.

About 25 years without this
kind of help. Why now?

The Aurora staff should be

looking at how to reduce staff,
not increase staff.

The last council did nothing
about the bleeding of tax dollars
on the Aurora soccer bubble.

I heard that someone knew
how to correct the problem.

If the staff can forecast an
increase in taxes over the next
few years, they should be able
to tell us what is causing the
overrun and what is to be done
to stop the bleeding.

There is a difference
between “nice to do” and what
is necessary.

R.W. Hanes
Aurora

To the editor,

Our family have been mem-
bers of Fitness Clubs of
Canada on Yonge Street in
Aurora since it opened its
doors.

As we are all prone to do,
our use of the facility declined
over time so last spring we
went in to cancel our member-
ships.

Fitness Clubs of Canada
graciously offered us the sum-
mer to use the facility free of
charge and they would contact
us again in the fall about con-
tinuing with our membership. 

We decided not to continue.
Beginning in October,

2010, our credit card was
being charged with our family
monthly fee of nearly $150 a
month.

We thought it had been
cleared up and today I
received my credit card state-
ment and realized the charge
was still there!

Fitness club reversed charges
I immediately went in to

Fitness Clubs of Canada to
speak with Elio Carcasole, the
manager.

It turns out this charge has
been going on for eight
months.

Elio got right to work,
reviewed our file, talked with
Fitness Clubs of Canada staff
and ownership.  Within hours, I

received a call back from Elio
with reversals of charges to
my credit card to my satisfac-
tion.

When it comes to outstand-
ing customer service, Fitness
Clubs of Canada puts their
money where their mouth is. 

Greg Smith
Aurora

The Singles were won
by Jim Long from
Newberry, Ontario.

Thanks again to every-
one who contributed to a
great weekend.

Mike Cosam
Aurora
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Bathroom 
& Kitchen Accessories

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

                                   

Dinner for 3 “A”  

GRAND OPENING 
Empire Chef Empire Chef 

Chinese Cuisine
Open style kitchen - First one in Aurora

Always fresh • No MSG • 100% vegetable oil

Only $4.99

Great lunch specials

Aurora Shopping Centre – 14800 Yonge St. 
Unit 112 - By NO FRILLS

905-503-6888 empirechefmenu.com

Now only $26.95 

BEST FOOD 
FAST TAKE-OUT 
& DELIVERY 

BEST FOOD 
FAST TAKE-OUT 

& DELIVERY 

 –drink included

"GRAND SPECTACLE FRANCAIS"
presents

 

 
Gregory Burton Conductor  

 SAINT-SAENS..........Danse Macabre
SAINT-SAENS..........Piano Concerto #2 

Guest Artist  Andrea Botticelli, Piano
BERLIOZ..........Symphonie Fantastique

 Program:

Tickets: Saturday: Adults $28, Seniors $23, Students $12
Sunday: Adults $30, Seniors $25, Students $15

For Saturday concert call: York Symphony at (416) 410-0860
For Sunday concert call: Richmond Hill at: (905) 787-8811

 or online at  www.rhcentre.ca

Saturday, May 28 - 8PM at Trinity Anglican Church in Aurora...79 Victoria St.
Sunday, May 29 - 7:30 PM at Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts, 10268 Yonge S

Chairperson of SOYRA (Society of York Region Artists) Nancy Newman, left,
displays painting  purchased by the Town of Aurora at the art show held last
week in Aurora. With her is creator of the painting Mariana Basdescu.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Council agrees to collaboration
Aurora Council has gone

forward with the continued
collaboration of the
"Northern Six" municipali-
ties, a collaboration which
has saved the Town money,
resources, and provided
greater opportunities for the
municipality, argued staff.

But while council
approved the continued col-
laboration at a meeting last
month, Councillor Buck said
she was "uncomfortable"
with what she saw was the
"broadening scope" of the
N6 partnership.

In his report, Aurora CAO
Neil Garbe outlined the suc-
cesses that have come as a
result of the N6 collabora-
tion, and he said that as the
partnership has "gained
momentum and accept-
ance" within the collective
municipalities, other activi-
ties have resulted on the ini-
tiative of staff groups.

The Northern Six collab-
oration is comprised of
Aurora, Newmarket, East
Gwillimbury, Georgina,
King, and Whitchurch-
Stouffville.

Recreation Directors
from "all or some" of the
participating municipalities,
for instance, have worked
together to maximize ice
times in the region and col-
laboration, including the
"potential [of] sharing either
interim or ultimately on
future facilities."

"Planning staff are meet-
ing to discuss sharing green
building ideas with the goal
to possibly standardize
'{Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design}
equivalent' criteria," said Mr.
Garbe in his report. "This
initiative may include all York
Region municipalities in the

early going."
"Subjects for further con-

sideration could include (as
time and resources permit):
energy procurement; policy
position papers through
council; water billing prac-
tices and provincial offens-
es services."

When questions of the
success of the N6 partner-
ship came up, Mr. Garbe
said the program allows
cost sharing on programs
and infrastructure over six
municipalities and any com-
bination thereof. 

"If there are three munic-
ipalities, all of whom need a
facility or apparatus, we can
pool our resources together
and share that resource, so
it wouldn't be a single
municipality funding that
facility or that apparatus,
but the cost would be
spread out over the munici-
palities," said Mr. Garbe.

This has also extended
to consultant studies and
staff training on multiple lev-
els, he added, and if there
are extra spaces in Town-
sponsored courses it allows

the municipality to open up
spaces to its partners.

"If we had training [for]
10 of our own staff and the
course could accommodate
20, we open it up to the bal-
ance of the municipalities
who send their staff and it
defrays the cost for all of us
so we get our training
done," said Mr. Garbe. 

"It is not leadership train-
ing specifically, although
there are some leadership
aspects to it, but it is job
specific training as well like
software training, workplace
safety courses, and one
that we jointly developed
was the accessibility train-
ing that was delivered to
members of council. 

"That was developed
jointly by the N6 municipali-
ties without incurring the
cost of outside consultants
that each one of us would
have otherwise. It is simply
a pooling of resources to
make dollars stretch further.
We are always looking to
develop staff and give staff
the opportunities to
improve."

Town should keep planting
options open: Downey

The Town of Aurora - through
an agreement with Colpac
Construction - is slated to begin
planting 315 fresh boulevard
trees in subdivisions in the Minto
housing development near
Bayview and Wellington, and the
Brookvalley Subdivision at the
southeast corner of Bayview and
Vandorf Sideroad.

According to a report from Al
Downey, Aurora's Director of
Parks and Recreation Services,
the Town is obliged to plant
municipal street trees on boule-
vards in new residential areas. 

"Boulevard tree planning in all
new development areas has typ-
ically been the responsibility of
the associated land developer;
however, in recent Development
Agreements, staff have inserted
an option for the developer to pro-
vide a cash payment to the Town
for the purposes of the Town
assuming those tree planting
obligations.

"This option was inserted for a
number of reasons but primarily
for the purposes of the Town
gaining more overall control over
the planting operation and stricter
adherence to the Town's planting
standards and planting site
preparation."

When councillors reviewed
the planting proposals for the two
subdivisions in question at last
week's general committee meet-
ing, Councillor Wendy Gaertner
wondered if it might be a good
idea to make this a mandatory
practice rather than simply an
option available to land develop-
ers.

"We know that trees do a lot
better if the Town of Aurora plants
them because they care more
about them than developers,"
she said. "I think that is a fair
statement. Is there any way to
make that mandatory so that
everybody has to allow us to
plant their trees in new subdivi-
sions?"

In response, Mr. Downey said
the Town's position is still to give
the option to developers as they
might find it more cost-effective to
do it themselves.

"Certainly in discussion with
Planning we have had some dis-
cussions about a mandatory
requirement that they provide
funding to the Town in order to
plant trees, but at this time that is
not a requirement."

Through the agreement,
ongoing tree care and mainte-
nance is included as a provision-
al item in the tender that "can be
implemented and paid out indi-
vidually based on the needs
determined by staff", according to
Mr. Downey's report.

"The bid price includes suffi-

cient contingency to cover the
cost of maintenance."

That evidently did not sit well
with Councillor Gaertner who
said that money should not be
used from a contingency
account based on "taxpayers'
dollars", despite the fact this
money was provided by devel-
opers.

Councillor Gaertner asked
related questions a number of
times before Councillor Evelyn
Buck called a point of order call-
ing her on repeated questioning.

"I hate to do this because I
know how it disrupts your think-
ing when somebody calls a point
of order and I really don't like
doing it," Councillor Buck told
Councillor Gaertner.

"And we have done so well
tonight, you and I, Councillor

Buck," replied Councillor
Gaertner. "If you don't care about
taxpayers' money, that's fine."

In his comments, however,
Mr. Downey noted that the funds
being used to pay for the contract
in question comes strictly from
developers.

"There is not one penny of
taxpayers' money being spent
on planting or maintaining these
trees," he said. "If we choose to
use more contractor money in
order to increase the mainte-
nance of these trees in order to
maximize the ability for those
trees to live, we can do so and
that is why we have provisional
items within that contract. 

"We are not spending tax-
payers' money until those trees
become the Town's responsibility
two years after they are planted."

Street improvements
will also include the installation
of a new watermain, upgrades
to its existing illumination, and a
new right-hand turn lane at its
intersection with Wellington
Street.

The Engelhard Drive recon-
struction will also include new
illuminations but will also receive
a new concrete sidewalk. 

The Irwin Drive and Spruce
Street reconstruction projects,
however, include more complex
plans given the nature, neigh-
bourhoods, and needs sur-
rounding the thoroughfares. 

"Irwin Avenue is currently
constructed with an urban cross
section," said Ilmar
Simanovskis, Aurora's Director
of Infrastructure in a report to
Council. "The proposed recon-
struction includes replacement
of the road including granular
base and asphalt surface, side-
walk, curb and gutter, water
main and sanitary sewer.

"This portion of Spruce
Street [from Centre Street to
mark Street] is located in the
'Northeast Old Aurora Heritage
Conservation District'. The

design of this section of Spruce
Street has been reviewed by the
Heritage Advisory Committee of
Aurora. The proposed recon-
struction will include the replace-
ment of the road including gran-
ular base and asphalt surface, a
new water main, sanitary sewer,
and concrete curbs and side-
walks."

Construction on the projects
is planned to start "immediately"
after council's final approval this
week and execution of the
agreements between the Town
and construction companies, IL
Duca Construction and Direct
Underground Inc., which will
carry out the plans.

"Completion of the projects
will occur in two phases with
base course asphalt being com-
pleted in the fall of 2011 and the
top course asphalt being com-
pleted one year later in 2012,"
said Mr. Simanovskis.

The tender for the
Engelhard, Berczy and Metcalfe
projects comes to
$1,436,364.80, excluding taxes,
followed by Spruce Street at
$667,757.50, and Irwin Avenue
at $446,786.50.

From page 1
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SHOES 

14800 Yonge St., 
Aurora Shopping Centre 
www.omarsshoes.com

905-727-9391SHOES
SINCE 1970

DON’T FORGET - EARN FREE SHOES- JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

Raz Khamissa, owner, 
invites you to come visit 
our staff who have gone

through in-depth training.

Omars has been 
fitting shoes from babies 

to adults for over 40 years.

UN JIB

UN PORT

Fresh Air, For Feet.

 
Chris Armstrong 

Sales  Representat ive  

“Your First Great Decision”

carmstrong@trebnet.com
www.carmstrong.ca

905-727-3154

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to
resolve parenting, support, and property
issues arising from separating families.  
A practitioner of Collaborative Family 
Law – a client controlled, lawyer assisted,
out-of-court process focussing on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions.

#201 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023 FX: 905-953-0023 

e-mail: pmgaffney@pmglaw.info

Patrick M. Gaffney

•  1/2 hour free consultation
•  accepts Legal Aid 

24-year-old Aurora filmmaker Alex Broughton is
pictured in the Aurora Cultural Centre's Red
Gallery ahead of the Multimedia Film Festival of
York Region's stop at the Centre last week. Mr.
Broughton is one of five local filmmakers to have
works screened as part of the Festival, which
returns to the Centre June 1 for its awards ceremo-
ny and closing gala. Paintings behind Mr.
Broughton are part of the Common Ground exhibi-
tion, celebrating the artists of Community Living
Newmarket/Aurora, which runs through June 11.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Awards ceremony 
is set for June 1st

The Multimedia Film
Festival of York Region
returns to the Aurora Cultural
Centre on Wednesday, June
1 for a closing gala and
awards ceremony honouring
this year's participating 
filmmakers, including 
Aurora artists Alexandra
Antonovitch, Alex
Broughton, Ashley Lewis,
Brandon Lewis, and
Florence Lau.

Mr. Broughton, who
attended the screenings in
Aurora and Vaughan last
week, is seen in the above
photograph in the Cultural
Centre's Red Gallery ahead
of the Festival, said it was
"amazing" to see the poten-
tial of these young filmmak-
ers.

"It is important to encour-
age and support artists as
we are the portals for people
to appreciate life in all its
beauty," he said following the
screenings. "We allow peo-
ple to stop and smell the
roses; the difficulty is that we
must dedicate such a large
portion of our lives not creat-
ing our art, but instead work-
ing and gathering the income
in other ways so that we are
able to afford to be creative
in films. 

"Between school, work,
family, and life we somehow
manage to still create some-
thing beautiful. “Imagine

what we could do if we were
able to dedicate our lives to
our art. Having festivals like
this not only gives us a
chance to exhibit our work,
but provides us with motiva-
tion and support when we
see so many people to come
out to see our work. When I
have someone, even one
person, come up to me after
seeing my films and say that
they enjoyed it, it makes all
the hard work seem worth it."

The awards ceremony
and closing gala will begin
June 1 at 5.30 p.m.

Tickets for the event are
available through the
Cultural Centre or
w w w . y o r k r e g i o n
filmfestival.com.

Paintings pictured behind
Mr. Broughton are part of the
Common Ground exhibition,
ce lebrat ing the ar t is ts  
o f  Commun i t y  L i v i ng
Newmarket/Aurora, which
runs through June 11.

Town refuses to waive
residents’ OMB fee

Aurora residents fight-
ing to have land at
Bayview and St. John's
Sideroad rezoned to com-
munity parkland could
make a formal request to
the Ontario Municipal
Board to review the prop-
erty if they follow through
with their plans.

But the plan of resident
Svetoslava Topouzova
included a request to the
Town of Aurora to waive
its standard referral fee to
the Ontario Municipal
Board (OMB), a request
which did not appear to
capture the imagination of
councillors when Ms.
Topouzova stated her
case at last week's gener-
al committee meeting. 

Ms. Topouzova has
been a long-time advo-
cate for the rezoning of a
quadrant of land owned
by the Daniels Group due
to the presence of mature
trees on the lot.

Despite the developers'
plans to put a commercial
development on the site,
Ms. Topouzova has been
working to have the trees
preserved as a park.
Despite her best efforts,
however, Daniels' plans
have the support of coun-
cil.

She argued that she
did not believe the stan-
dard $515 fee charged by
the Town was applicable
in a case such as hers as
she is "not a developer
submitting a request to
the Board for a review or
to object to the Town's
decision."

But from the perspec-
tive of Councillor John
Gallo, granting her
request to waive the refer-
ral fee would be incongru-
ent with Council's stated
position on the project.

"This obviously goes
back a number of years,"
said Councillor Gallo.
"Council has suppor ted
the application. Council is
not at odds with the appli-
cation; some of the resi-
dents are at odds with the
application. Now we're
being asked by residents
to waive a fee that the
Town imposes for you to
go to the OMB and
oppose this, or to re-open
this and look at it, which
is basically contrary to
our stance right now.

"How can we reconcile
that saying, 'We support
this, we think you should
go forward, we agree with
it, yet on the other hand,

we are waiving a fee for
residents to go to the
OMB and contradict our
point of view'?"

Ms. Topouzova, who
was recently appointed to
the Town's Environmental
Advisory Committee, had
previously appeared
before council with 
her husband George
Topouzov in January and
February to request the
rezoning of the land to
community parkland.

Appearing alongside
the couple was neighbour
David Lennard who said
these trees represented
the last remaining wood-
land between Wellington
and Mulock Drive in
Newmarket.

"There are over 17
indigenous trees on this
property and it is really
incumbent on this new
council to go up there and
have a look as to what
you would be destroying if
you went and cut those
trees down," he told coun-
cillors at the time.

When they appeared in
February, representatives
from the Daniels Group
were on hand to tell the
residents and the council-
lors that it was too late in
the game to consider such
a change on the property. 

“The trees which have
been identified, specifi-
cally note the environ-
mental effects study that
came in 2007 indicating
that these are not signifi-
cant and were essentially
landscape trees, however
my client has agreed, in
accordance with the
Town's tree compensation
bylaw, to move forward
and...we are finalizing an
agreement with regards
to replacement, refor-
estation of different
areas, and replanting,"
said Paul DeMelo, repre-
senting the Daniels
Group.

"We have worked with
Town staff, Regional staff,
planning staff, the
Conservation Authority,
everyone with regards to
this parcel of land and
any discussion or con-

templation of any
changes at this late point,
or any amendment caus-
es us, as you can appre-
ciate, a great deal of con-
cern."

While Council received
Ms. Toupozova's delega-
tion, Councillor Buck
noted that in her years on
council she had never
seen such a request be
made to the Town of
Aurora. Neither, appar-
ently, had Town staff.

"Since I have been
here this is the first such
request," said Marco
Ramunno, Aurora's
Director of Planning.  "I
have been in another
municipality where the
fee has been challenged
and paid under protest,
but I am not aware of any
Council that has waived
such a fee."
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

AURORA MINOR 
HOCKEY ASSOCIATIONwww.richmondhillsubaru.com

11645 Yonge Street 
Richmond Hill

(905) 883-3555

Aurora Minor
Hockey Association

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING
2011/2012 REGISTRATION

On-Line Registration begins:  Currently available

In-House Registration dates:  
Wed. May 18 and Wed. May 25

AMHA Office at ACC1  – 7:00 – 9:00 pm

Please refer to our website www.auroraminorhockey.net for further information.  

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY!
Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players

REGISTERED and PAID on or before June 30, 2011.
We will not add teams in September to accommodate late registrants.

REGISTRATION fees for the 2011/2012 season are: 

$500.00 Players born 1997 through 2005*
$535.00 Players born 1991 through 1996
$  50.00 Late fee effective June 1 – 30, 2011
$  50.00 Non-Resident Fee (if applicable)
$100.00 Late fee effective July 1, 2011

*Tyke players born in 2004 and 2005 must submit a copy of a birth certificate. 
It is recommended that 2005 players have either taken skating lessons or 

completed one year of Opti Hockey.

A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players.

Late fees do not apply to new registrants.

Fees may be paid in 3 instalments of 1/3 each, dated May 18, 2011, 
June 15, 2011 and August 15, 2011.

Full refunds will be issued to anyone withdrawing prior to September 1, 2011.

Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca
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Call the experts for a free consultation

416-418-7885 
1-877-895-9766 www.glidingshelf.ca

Made in Canada

Convert your 
existing cabinets 
with custom 
gliding shelves

Gliding�Shelf�Solutions�Inc.

• Quality Canadian craftsmanship
• Professional consultation and installation 
• The best warranty in the industry

Burnett diamond
maintenance could be
AMBA responsibility

Maintenance for the
Stewar t Burnett Park
baseball diamond could
come under the purview
of the Aurora Minor Ball
Association (AMBA) if a
proposal currently under
review by Town Staff is
recommended to and
approved by council. 

The comments were
made at a recent council
meeting during a lengthy
discussion over the
AMBA's request to the
Town of Aurora to act as
a guarantor for a line of
credit to secure artificial
turf for the organization.

The arrangement
would be a cost-savings
to the Town, said Dave
Giroux, president of the
AMBA.

"The field maintenance
is probably costing the
association $30,000,"
said Mr. Giroux on work
at the field. "The
Association, through vol-
unteers, are able to look
after that as a cost-sav-
ing to the Town so we
are, in more ways than
one, trying to, in a non-
financial way, assist the
Town in what they are
offering, and offering for
our kids as well."

Mr. Giroux's comments
were made to councillors
as he stressed the time-
sensitivity of reaching a
deal - or at least a con-
clusion - on what the
Town's role might be in
securing the turf for
Aurora players by May
13.

Councillors deferred
the matter to a special
council meeting last
Tuesday devoted to dis-
cussing the matter, but
the meeting was abruptly
cancelled on the after-
noon of the 13th when
the AMBA had to contin-
ue discussions regarding
their lease agreement

At the May 10 meeting,
however, Al Downey,
Aurora's Director of Parks
and Recreation, stressed
that the maintenance of
the Stewart Burnett dia-
mond was still very much
under review. 

"The agreement is
presently being reviewed
by staff and we have not
come to an agreement
with regards to that posi-
tion," he said. "If you
recall, we presented in
our budget a request for
additional staff in order to
deal with the increased

maintenance Stewar t
Burnett Park was going to
place on staff and that we
would not require those
additional staff if we
came into agreement with
Aurora Minor Ball.

"Yes, there is a sav-
ings involved if Minor Ball
maintains the ball dia-
mond, however we have
not come to an agree-
ment and that is not in
place at this time,” he
said. “We are continuing
to maintain the diamond
at this point.”

in London, Ontario recent-
ly.

Seventeen Selkies
swimmers took part in the
meet and achieved many
personal best times and
top 10 placements. 

The following swim-
mers achieved "Top 3"
overall standings in their
events:

Girls: Cristina Smid,
10, had four thirds includ-
ing the 50 metre back-
stroke; the 50 metre
freestyle; the 200 metre

individual medley; and the
100 metre freestyle.  

Domenika Tinajero, 10,
was third in the 200 metre
backstroke.

Boys: Evan Holtby, 9,
was first in the 200 metre
backstroke and second in
the 100 metre backstroke. 

The Selkies Swim
Team will now attend the
2011 Mallards Annual
Pentathlon swim meet
next week in Markham.

A total of 32 swimmers
will participate.

Christine Gardner, centre, receives plaque from Steve Hinder and Neila
Poscente, right, for her outstanding volunteer contribution and ongoing 
support of the Run For Southlake, which was held in Aurora last week. 
The award,  like the race, was named after Bob Hartwell, a former 
Aurora councillor.  

Swimmers shine
at London meet

The Aurora Selkies
Swim Team particpated in
the 2011 Hollandia Long
Course Spring Invitational

ted to maintaining and enhanc-
ing the quality of life we enjoy in
York Region - and Living in
York Region: Our Community
Check-up will be an important
tool for all of us."

When completing the sur-
vey, residents will be asked
about access youth have to
arts and culture in the com-
munities, as well as access to
recreation programs and the
fostering of "artistic and cul-
tural expression and involve-
ment."

Safety is also a concern,
and residents will be asked to
evaluate the safety of commu-
nity streets for cyclists and
pedestrians, as well as the
support available in their
respective communities for
victims of domestic violence.

York Region needs a
"check-up", according to the
York Region Community
Foundation, and the organiza-
tion is seeking input from
Aurora residents on "what it is
like to live, work, play, or
attend school in York Region."

Support for new
Canadians and immigrants in
York Region is also a topic for
conversation, along with com-
munity engagement, volun-
teer and leadership opportu-
nities, quality of life, the gap
between rich and poor, afford-
able and emergency housing,
opportunities for lifelong
learning, varied employment
opportunities, and the health
of the local economy.

A report based on the
results of the survey will be
unveiled October 4.

Survey
From page 3

If you fit into one of these 
categories and have not been 

contacted by us,
Please call

905-853-4645

New to the community?

Expecting a baby

at your house?

Newly Engaged?

New Business/

Professional?

A Civic minded

Business interested 

in sponsoring 

Welcome Wagon?

Please call
1-866-873-9913
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Join us for this fun-filled event!
Cheer on your favourite Senior Star or participate 

in our regional musical competition. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 16TH AT 2:30PM
At the Royal Canadian Legion Aurora

COMPETITION

Call any property listed for more 
information to participate or attend.

AURORA RESTHAVEN 
LONG TERM CARE RESIDENCE

905-727-1939

BARTON 
RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

905-967-1331

PARK PLACE MANOR 
RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

905-727-2952www. s e n i o r s ta r . c a

     
        

    

   
     

 

 

 

 

     
        

    

   
     

 

 

 

 

     
        

    

   
     

 

 

 

 

     
        

    

   
     

 

 

 

 

     
        

    

   
     

 

 

 

 

     
        

    

   
     

 

 

 

 

     
        

    

   
     

 

 

 

 

     
        

    

   
     

 

 

 

 

SOCCER CAMP

ContactContactContact

July   4-8
July 11-15
July 18-22
July 25-29

Aug 2 - 6
Aug 8 - 12 
Aug 15-19
Aug 22 - 28
Aug 29 - Sept 2

Open 8am - 6pm 

Not open Mon Aug. 1  – $140 Short week

Full Days/175 plus HST

9 - 12 only/ $100 plus HST 
Sign up for 2 weeks/$150 per week 

BBQ provided on Fridays 

115 Industrial Parkway North 
Aurora, Ontario L4G 4C4

905-727-2552
www.auroradome.com
info@auroradome.com

DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS

Visit our showroom in Aurora at: 
305 Industrial Pkwy. South, Units 7 & 8    905-726-1557

Multifunctional 
Copiers •  Printers • Scanners 
Fax  • Duplicators • Shredders

Authorized dealer of:
Sales • Leasing • Service 

Aurora soccer players
could face the problem of
finding future places to
play as Al Downey,
Aurora's Parks and
Recreation Program
Director, is anticipating
winding down existing
community par tnerships
such as those with
Magna International and
St. Andrew's College in
the not-too-distant future.

The comments came
when Aurora Councillors
discussed a new property
use agreement between
the Aurora Youth Soccer
Club (AYSC) with Magna
and St. Andrew's for the
use of their soccer fields. 

Under the plan, similar
to agreements in past
years, the AYSC and
community par tners
would come to an agree-
ment over field use with
the Town of Aurora acting
as an intermediary; an
arrangement insisted
upon by Magna and St.
Andrew's, said Mr.
Downey.

"Magna has indicated

a number of years ago...
that they are not interest-
ed in entering into agree-
ment specifically with the
Aurora Youth Soccer
Club," he said. "They are
only interested in enter-
ing an agreement with
the Town. Likewise with
St. Andrew's College;
they previously entered
into an agreement with
the AYSC and have said
they would prefer to have
an agreement with the
Town and that the Town
then had jurisdiction on
what occurs with the
AYSC. 

"We have the ability to
pull their permits if they
don't act appropriately,
whereas it is a little bit
more difficult when the
community partner is try-
ing to exercise that same
ability."

For Councillors Wendy
Gaertner and John Gallo,
the matter of the Town
assuming liability for field
use by the Aurora Youth
Soccer Club was a cause
for concern, especially in

light of the request before
councillors in recent
weeks to act as guarantor
for a l ine of credit
enabling the Aurora
Minor Ball Association to
purchase ar tif icial turf
from Rogers Centre.

"We're being asked by
St. Andrew's and Magna
for a similar thing to take
on the liabil ity that is
associated to this venue
so that it makes their life
a little bit easier," said
Councillor Gallo. "It also
makes our life a little bit
easier because obviously
AYSC is a significant part
of this community, and
I'm trying to get a sense
of how we can move
away from that, short of
buying a bunch of land
and building our own
field.

"Although we can say
the individual owner is
going to say, 'You can't
use our fields unless the
Town underwrites it. '
Maybe they won't, maybe
they'll get some commu-
nity pressure. I want to

get a sense that we're at
least trying to move in
the opposite direction."

While Mr. Downey said
the Town is "extremely
fortunate" in having these
community par tners in
place, if the Town does
not assume liability it is
not an agreement in
which the groups are
interested. The
Municipality, he said, is
also making plans for
when the day arr ives
when these community
par tners are no longer
willing to enter into an
agreement.

"The likelihood of the
Magna arrangement
being long-term is getting
less and less likely par-
ticularly with the restruc-
turing of Magna," said Mr.
Downey. "St. Andrews'
College has indicated
that as much as they
would like to help us with
being partners they don't
want to do it in the long
term and have indicated
to us that they are going
to continue to increase

Town may have to look for soccer fields
the fees for their fields
until it gets to a point
where, quite frankly, the
soccer club can no longer
afford them and they will
have to go elsewhere.

"Until that time hap-
pens, we are doing every-
thing to work within those
community par tners. At
the end of the agreement,
I want to be able to say,
'Thank you for being a
great community partner'
and move on with our
alternative plans, but at
no time do I ever want to
see them have bad press
for giving an AYSC an
oppor tunity to plan on
their lands."

Mr. Downey has
"banged it into" council-
lors’ heads that this is a
"real problem" coming
forward, said Councillor
Gallo, who said he didn't
want to "underestimate
the seriousness" of the
issue.

"I frankly don't know
how we're going to solve
this problem without a
bag load of money to buy
new fields because I
share the director's con-
cern that we are going to
end up with, probably not
too far in the future, a
serious issue with the
lack of playing fields in
this Town and I think we
need to put a significant
amount of effort into solv-

ing that problem," he
said.

For Councillor Buck,
however, blame for this
"predicament" rests with
the previous "short-sight-
ed" council.

"In 2007, there was
stil l land available that
wasn't designated, it was
an affordable price and
the property that the staff
had in mind for the pur-
pose and recommended
to council, including $2
million in the budget, was
to acquire land that would
provide us with the facili-
ties that we would need in
the foreseeable future,"
she said.

"One of the problems
that was indicated was
our partnerships with the
private organizations that
allowed us to use their
property and the fact that
those partnerships were
bound to come to an end
at some point in time
would leave us in a seri-
ous predicament. The
council of the day turned
down the recommenda-
tion and now we're faced
with a situation that there
is no more land available
within the municipality
that we'll have to look
outside our own munici-
pality for the possibility of
acquiring land. That was
shor t sighted in the
extreme."

Ambassador program
could get approval

Aurora's new Parks
Ambassador program is
expected to receive approval
in principle this week,
despite some lingering con-
cerns from councillors
regarding liability and the
lack of input from the Parks
and Recreation Advisory
Committee.

Approval in principle was
granted last week by general
committee and final approval
is before councillors this
week for final ratification.

The Parks Ambassador
Program is a volunteer
organization working in con-
junction with the York
Regional Police to monitor
Aurora's parks and report
issues that need to be recti-
fied to the proper authorities.

Organizer Cyndy Skillins,
who has appeared before
council a number of times
advocating for the program,
delegated to general com-
mittee last week noting that
approval of some sort would
be required to reach an opti-
mal number of volunteers in
the coming weeks.

"With your approval to
proceed forward on this, it
starts a whole chain of
events and this chain of
events includes everything
from getting the brochure
printed," she said. "It allows
us to start recruiting at the
upcoming street festival. [If
we don't have approval
before the launch of the
Street Festival] it does not
allow us to reach 40,000
very quickly.

"We're at a really pivotal
point and this is why we
might need to push this for-
ward a bit sooner rather than
later. The previous council
requested that until you guys

gave full support, the police
were not allowed to start the
training process. Now with
that in place those orders
are there so we need your
approval for [this] agree-
ment in principle that opens
up the gates and allows us
to set up an opportunity
schedule."

Costs for the project
would be minimal, said Ms.
Skillins.

While the "door was
always open" for grants and
community efforts, costs
wouldn't be much above the
armbands and printing
brochures, a cost which
would be covered by the
York Regional Police, she
said. 

Councillor Wendy
Gaertner, however, said it
would be interesting to
review the budgets of simi-

lar programs in Barrie and
Vaughan before proceed-
ing; but from Councillor
Evelyn Buck's perspective,
no matter how great the pro-
gram might be, an in-depth
discussion was needed
before final approval was
given.

"From my perspective,
this matter needs to be dis-
cussed and many questions
answered before reports
come back to council," she
said. "There needs to be
work done on it and the
report submitted to council.
It is a good recommenda-
tion; I believe that it
deserves that kind of in-
depth study in the advisory
committee."

"My personal position on
the matter was anyone
involved in the Parks
Ambassador program would

be taking on liability on their
own and they shouldn't be
looking to the Town to cover
such liability," said Town
Solicitor Warren Mar.

Councillors eventually
approved an amendment by
Councillor Michael
Thompson to the original
recommendation from
Town's staff that they adopt
the program in principle and
refer the matter to the advi-
sory committee for imple-
mentation.

For Councillor Buck,
however, Council's decision
to give a tentative approval
of the Parks Ambassadors
program underscored a dis-
crepancy between her fel-
low councillors and the sup-
port they gave earlier this
year to reconstitute the
Town's advisory commit-
tees.
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By DANIEL CARINGI
and PETER MCNEILL

Four friends are out for a night on the
town to have lots of fun.

The four friends have just seen the latest
street racing movie and are out on the town
with their parents' vehicle.

They pull up to a traffic light and see
another vehicle beside them and the driver
is challenging them to race.

The driver revs his engine as his three
friends egg him on thinking of how cool the
actors were in the movie.

The light turns green and it starts.
Weaving, left and right through busy traf-

fic nearly hitting multiple vehicles at high
speeds, hoping to beat the other guy.

Just as they pass the next intersection
the driver sees a police car just arriving at
the same intersection and attempts to slow
his car.

The lights are on, now they are 'busted'. 
A simple decision to have said “no” to the

challenge would have saved a lot of grief
and hardship.  Their parent's car is
impounded with all the associated costs
and they are facing charges of street racing.

This is a situation all too familiar to the
patrol officer's eyes.

Now sitting in a jail cell at the station two
thoughts are going through the four friend's
heads.

"I can't believe what happened” and
“what am I going to do now?"

Although patrol officers would love for
each street racing incident to end this
peacefully, it is often not the outcome they
see.

An example of this is David Virgoe, a 48-
year-old professional truck driver and
grandfather, who was killed by three street
racers when they forced him off the road on

June 18, 2007.
Street racing has assaulted every corner

of society, leading to dismay, apathy,
extreme injury and death.

Street racing is a form of illegal and
unsanctioned motor racing, which occurs on
public roads; reported to have its origins in
the 1930's because of alcohol prohibition in
certain parts of the United States.

Street racing can be either a well-
planned event; communicating with two-way
radios, police scanners, and GPS to track
local police hot spots, or more often and
sometimes more dangerously, it can be
spontaneous.

Motor vehicle speed plays a fundamen-
tal role in most crashes.

Evidence shows that traveling above the
average speed increases the risk of having
a crash, and the risk of being injured
increases exponentially when speeds are
much greater than the median speed.

The severity of a motor vehicle crash is
dependent upon the vehicle speed change
at impact.  Ontario roads are amongst the
safest in North America.

Legislation for street races and aggres-
sive drivers has the highest penalty in
Canada, with a maximum fine of $10,000
and a minimum fine of $2,000.

The York Regional Police 2010 annual
statistical report showed there were only
three reported cases of street racing, with a
total of 4,084 reported criminal traffic viola-
tions.

Stunt driving and racing can be defined
in many different perspectives.

The most common amongst adults is
driving in excess of 50 km over the posted
speed limit.

This is classified as stunt driving under
section 172 of the Highway Traffic Act.

Other key definitions that come into play
are driving a motor vehicle without due care
and attention, without reasonable consider-
ation for other persons using the highway or
in a manner that may endanger any person
or simply intentionally preventing another
vehicle from passing.

There are many variables that could
result in a stunt driving charge, regardless
of the actions this often results in a charge
and more than likely a loss of license and
vehicle.

"Take it to the track; the streets are not
the place."

That's advice given by Constable Jim
Slykhuis of Project ERASE.

The ERASE program stands for
'Eliminate Racing Activity on Streets
Everywhere'; their pursuit being "to change
poor driver behaviour through education
and strategic enforcement."

York Regional Police and surrounding
services have done an excellent job in edu-
cating the public while laying charges to
deter these actions. 

It is shocking to think that more than a
few of these charges laid were against
young adults trying to have some movie
time moments.

When young, inexperienced, adults drive
at high speeds adrenaline takes over.

They begin to ignore speed limits, red
lights and intersections, stop signs and con-
tinuously drive carelessly through the
streets.

They often experience tunnel vision due
to the adrenaline losing their reaction time
and anticipation of others.

Their vehicle is now a weapon travelling
at speeds greater than 50 km over the
speed limit and they have no control.

This is the alignment of events that

cause a serious motor vehicle collision. 
The act of street racing is highly illegal

and can result in many penalties but the
costs and long term effects can far exceed
the monetary costs of the single event.

Driving fast is not forbidden.
Tracks are available everywhere with

driver education courses on how to proper-
ly race.

Here are some websites of a couple in
the area.  www.mosport.com
www.race2000.com  www.af1.ca/index.php.

There are more and more driver training
schools being opened in York Region and
surrounding communities, run by motor
vehicle companies.

These training and racing schools are to
allow drivers of all ages to race legally on
racetracks.

They educate them with the proper skills
to control their vehicles at high speeds and
how to avoid accidents.

Enthusiasts who have enhanced their
vehicles have information, from the project
E.R.A.S.E website, www.yrp.ca/erase that
shows you how you can legally have fun.

The website also has a list of charges
that go along with street racing outlining the
exact wording from the Highway Traffic Act
of Ontario along with a PDF download of the
whole act.

Aurora PACT’s (Police and Community
Together) intention is to not scare you but to
build awareness on a seriously growing
issue.

Driving is a privilege to the citizens of
Ontario; driving can be fun and a stepping
stone to every young adult's life.

However, the privilege of driving must be
treated responsibly because a wrong deci-
sion could lead to you losing the privilege,
jail time, or the unthinkable.  

Too Fast, Too Dangerous, Lots of trouble

With Aurora’s mayor Geoffrey Dawe, left, set to dig, members of Aurora High
School teamed up with residents of Aurora’s Sunrise Village to launch the
Miracle-Gro Discovery Garden project behind the Sunrise Senior Living
building on Golf Links Drive.        Auroran photo by Ron Wallace

Students, seniors join forces to create garden
Students and seniors in

Aurora  joined forces and got
their hands dirty for a common
cause this spring and summer
with the launch of the Miracle-
Gro Discovery Garden project
which kicked off last week at the
Aurora's Sunrise Senior Living.

"Forty-seven per cent of
Canadians are doing, and of
those who are not doing it, 50
per cent would like to," said
Joseph Clark, representing
Flow Marketing who introduced
the program to council last
week. "The most common
excuses for not doing it are, 'I'm
too stressed', 'I'm too tired to do
it,' I don't get enough time to do
it,' and 'I really don't understand
how to do it.' What is it that most
Canadians and many more
would like to be doing?
Vegetable gardening."

The Miracle-Gro Discovery
program has high school stu-
dents and senior citizens in the
GTA promote "the many envi-
ronmental, health, social, eco-
nomic, cultural, and educational
benefits of building, maintain-
ing, and harvesting an edible
community garden," according
to Ted Jarvis, also of Flow, who
appeared with Mr. Clark as a
delegate.

"The students are putting in

the back-breaking work to
make this possible," he said.
"This is an opportunity not only
to allow the students and sen-
iors to be able to take advan-
tage of seeing this wonderful
garden grow - and I think we're
going to produce at least 1,000
pounds of vegetables - but the
intergenerational mix that is
occurring with students interact-
ing with seniors to grow this gar-
den is actually... to leave a lega-
cy in Aurora so as to allow this
garden to occur year after year
with a legacy of knowledge."

The Miracle-Gro Discovery
project will include gardens not
just in Aurora, but also in
Markham and Mississauga.

Sunrise of Aurora, which is
situated on Golf Links Drive,
has been partnered with stu-
dents from Aurora High School
for the portion of the project
here at home.

Mr. Clark and Mr. Jarvis
were joined by staff and stu-
dents from Aurora High in their
presentation to council and they
gave councillors their unre-
served enthusiasm for the
planting slated to begin this
week.

"We think this is a really pos-
itive thing for our community
because it is a way for the high

school students to interact with
the senior citizens of Sunrise,"
said student Liza Upham. "It is a
really great opportunity for stu-
dents to get involved and give
back to the community."

For fellow student Laura
Olejnik, this was about getting
out in the "beautiful weather",
learning how to garden, and to
continue the tradition for gener-
ations to come.

Aurora High teacher Mayra
Barker said the concept has
been very well received in the
school and students are still try-
ing to get on board with the proj-
ect, which has received an
equally positive response from
the people over at Sunrise.

"This project presents life-
enriching programming for our
residents [whether] planting or
simply observing," said Ashley
Kwong, Executive Director of
Sunrise. "This project also
encourages inter-generational
relationships as well as giving
our residents the ability to give
back to the community which is
really important."

Mr. Jarvis said the seniors
and students will determine
what will happen with the veg-
etables produced in the plots
collectively, and while the partic-
ipants are looking forward to

sampling the fruits of their
labour, they are also planning
on setting aside some of the
produce for the community.

"I think this an absolutely
incredible initiative and I am
looking forward to watching the

garden grow," said Councillor
Sandra Humfryes. "It is such a
pleasure to see the youth of our
community engaging this way.
They're not going for their [com-
munity service hours], it is just
because they want to give back

to the community."
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe was

expected to be on hand for the
inaugural vegetable plant
Tuesday afternoon.

Planting is scheduled to
continue on May 24.
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Aurora students from several local high schools were guests of the Rotary Club of Aurora at the annu-
al Camp Enterprise, held last week in Bolton. Handling the event from the Aurora club were Shabir
Kudrati, left, and Jack Laurion, right.

Town may approve amendments
In his response, Warren

Mar, the Town's Acting Town
Solicitor said going into
closed session would help
protect the Town's case.

"Town Staff are proposing
a certain course of action
which Council, whatever it
decided, could be detrimen-
tal to our case if it was pub-
lished as to what Town staff
[recommended]," he said.
"You wouldn't want to have
council contradict staff and
have a staff report be avail-
able to the public, making
that position public, so that is
the reason it has come to this
final step right now [and why]
we are going into closed ses-
sion."

On Friday, it was revealed
that general committee
endorsed the approval of the
official plan and zoning bylaw
amendments at the Ontario
Municipal Board (OMB) and
authorized staff to represent
the Town's position at the
Board "regarding the settle-
ment between the Town and
the applicant with respect to
the subject planning applica-
tions."

Final ratification of the
closed session recommen-
dation is expected to come
before councillors this week.

At last Tuesday's meeting,
however, Warren McClure,
representing RAYS -
Ratepayers of Aurora Yonge
South - was on hand to
speak to the process and to
ensure that his group of
ratepayers would have ample
opportunity to review their
decision and respond to it in
time for the May 24 meeting.

"We have been very
active as RAYS with this
application for a number of
years and we have worked
closely with the planning
group and the applicant,"
said Mr. McClure, whose
group is expected to make
their feelings known at coun-

cil this week.
At press time, however,

they were not included as a
delegate for this week's
meeting.

RAYS has appeared
before council a number of
times to raise their objec-
tions to the plan.

The original proposal was
rejected by Aurora's previous
council in January, 2009,
and developers duly submit-
ted a revised site plan.

Although the revised plan
still fell short of some
requirements in the Town's
official plan, as RAYS point-
ed out, Town Staff set forth
several reasons to support
the plan, including that the
proposed buildings are con-
sistent with built forms imme-
diately south of the site, and
that the apartment building
would "minimize disturbance
to the landform."

The official plan also
"contemplates the develop-
ment of some minor institu-
tional uses within the Yonge
Street South Secondary
Planning area" and "minor
institutional uses are permit-
ted on all residentially desig-
nated lands" in the area,
noted Marco Ramunno,
Aurora's Director of Planning
in a report to councillors ear-

lier this year.
In his report prepared for

the closed session discus-
sion last week, Mr. Ramunno
reiterated his position. 

"Staff have engaged in a
series of ongoing discus-
sions and meetings with the
applicant and the area resi-
dents in an attempt to come
to a consensus among all
three parties," he said.
"These discussions have
resulted in further revision of
the development plan. Given
the concessions that have
been made to this
point...staff are satisfied that
a satisfactory settlement
between the Town and the
applicant can be reached."

As for the residents, con-
cessions had been made to
address their concerns,
added Mr. Ramunno, but he
noted they still have out-
standing issues.

"Certain residents contin-
ue to express concern over
the location of a pharmacy
on the lands and with
respect to whether the devel-
opment criteria meets the
criteria for a minor institution-
al use," he said. "The resi-
dents’ group will therefore
need to consider their posi-
tion at the OMB hearing."

Earlier this year the devel-

opers said they were "work-
ing towards a better solution"
which garnered the support
of Aurora's planning staff and
"fundamental" modifications
had been made, including
the reduction of the number
of buildings on the site to two
and reducing the number of
apartments from 56 to 24,
ensuring it meets Oak
Ridges Moraine legislation.

At the time, Susan
Walmer, representing RAYS,
told council that proposed
modifications to the plan
were not enough. 

"In your role as councillors
you have a public trust to
uphold current policies," she
said. "Negotiation with devel-
opers might reduce our OMB
costs or legal expenses, but
at what cost? 

"In my experience during
the past 10 years, many
developers start the manipu-
lation game with an out-
landish plan that doesn't
even come close to the Town
plan. Then they reduce it as
they have done here and say
they have made supreme
compromises. This applica-
tion here does not meet our
official plan in terms of built
form."

From page 1

House may buy it
restore this section, perhaps
incorporating it into some
suitable use within the rede-
velopment; relocate and
attach it to another period
dwelling or relocate it to a
museum setting or display
use."

The 2007 evaluation "did
not fully consider" the signifi-
cance of the property's barn,
said Mr. Ramunno, noting
that it recommended retain-
ing the services of a heritage
consultant to determine its
cultural heritage value.

The building was put into
group two by the Heritage
Building Evaluation Working
Group, which encouraged
the building's historical des-
ignation and alternative
future use.

"In response to the demo-
lition request [from Westhill
and Lebovic], the Town has
sixty days for Council to
determine whether the prop-
erty should be designated
under the Ontario Heritage
Act," said Mr. Ramunno.

"On November 27, 2007,

Council adopted the
Heritage Advisory
Committee's recommenda-
tions to retain the east sec-
tion of the William Wells
House in any future develop-
ment of the subject property
and allow for the relocation
and restoration of the build-
ing to a suitable location
within the subject lands, and
for appropriate adaptive re-
use.

The recommended condi-
tions in the draft plan of the
subdivision were included to
reflect Council's resolution to
preserve the structure. 

"However, since that time,
the house has been mostly
vacant and its physical con-
dition has deteriorated sig-
nificantly. The opportunity for
preservation is still possible
but it might present a chal-
lenge. Nonetheless, obtain-
ing full architectural docu-
mentation of the structures
on the subject property is
important for Town records
and is standard practice,"
Mr. Ramunno said in his
report.

From page 1

Proposed wellness complex



MEN & Children 
Welcome

Walk-ins 
Welcome

Over 318
colours to 

choose from

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
• Brazilian Waxing ($31) 

• Body Waxing 

•  Spa Manicure & Pedicure 

• Nails Art Designs 

• Group Specials 

• Artificial Nail Enhancements: 

– Bio - gel 

– U.V. gel 

– Powder gel 

– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy Hours 
10% OFF 

1-3pm M, T & W

www.jennynailsspa.ca

DEBIT

.CA

On-line 
booking
available

Shellac
/Gelish 

Manicure 
& Spa 

Pedicure 
Now 

Available
in 72 NEW

Colours

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

Established Since 2005

with this  
ad only

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. (Next to Post Office & TD Bank) 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

THE AURORAN, Week of May 24, 2011 - 15

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

Hair 
Manicure 
Pedicure 
Waxing 
Bio-gel, Solar-Gel 
UV Gell, Acrylic

Walk-ins Welcome • Gift Certificates Available

905-503-SWAN (7926)
* Room for Rent/Facials

15450 Yonge St., Unit 1, Aurora 
All staff are from LEANNE’S NAILS 

OPEN
Monday 

to Saturday

OPEN
Monday 

to Saturday

COLLISION CENTRES
Proudly serving Aurora
and surrounding areas.

23 Allaura Blvd., Aurora  905-727-6900
INSURANCE APPROVED

Family owned & operated since 1981
with over 100 years of combined experience.

AURORA HIGH

By MAGGIE EDWARDS

Aurora High School's 2011 Spring Fever concerts
this week were a great success.

The first concert Tuesday, showcased the Grade 9s
and 10s.

Grade 11s and 12s performed Thursday. 
In addition to a concert band for each grade, the

department houses three jazz bands, a concert choir
and a men's acapella group.

Each ensemble expressed their selections with
musicality and technical proficiency.

Both nights ran smoothly with quick transitions
between ensembles.

Thursday night was highly emotional, as students,
parents, and staff at Aurora High School prepared to
say goodbye to the extraordinary teacher Mark Tse.

Next year, he will be resuming his education in music
at Western University in order to achieve a PhD.

Combined with the intensity of the music performed,
the concert was a memorable night to be cherished by
all present.    

Under the guidance of exceptional teachers Jennifer
Lee, Mark Tse, and Teri Fowler Ciszkowski, students
enrolled in music at Aurora High School practiced and
perfected their pieces throughout the entire semester in
order to prepare for their performances last week.   

The concerts, which take place semiannually in
December and May, support the department financially
as well as raise awareness of the department for future
students of Aurora High School.

In addition to funds raised by ticket sales, the Band
Parents' Association of Aurora High School raises
money for the department through bake sales and raf-
fles at the concerts.

With the help of the teachers in the music depart-
ment, both nights are organized and run by the music
council.

The council is made up students in all grades
involved in music, headed by a selection of executive
members.

Tremendous planning and effort went into preparing
for the concert.  

The department strives for excellence through week-
ly rehearsals for each ensemble.

Students participate in music courses both semes-
ters to maximize rehearsal time, as well as earn extra
credits.  

Each grade participates in various festivals and com-
petitions throughout the year, such as the Ontario Band
Association Festival and the Kiwanis Festival.

Other festivals take the students abroad to cities in
the United States including Cleveland, Washington and
Boston, and even to Europe.  

AHS music concerts
exceptional as usual

Led by new minister, Aurora’s
St. Andrew's addresses future 

By KATE REVINGTON
Special to The Auroran

Dennis Wright - Pastor
Dennis Wright - has been
making connections of one
sort or another all his life.

Most recently, the former
TV cable technician and line-
man has been making spiri-
tual and pastoral connec-
tions.

He is now serving as min-
ister of St. Andrew's Church,
in central Aurora. 

Pastor Wright said his
experience in the cable
industry helped prepare him
for the ministry. Particularly
as a middle manager, he
learned a lot about relating
to people.

"I was the go-to person
for the irate customers
because I had a way of calm-
ing them and allowing them
to have a sense of worth and
value . . .

"Ministry is much the
same as any public relations
in that it requires good public
relations, serving the cus-
tomer, putting the customer
first," he said, "in ministry,
putting God first in connec-
tion with the members."

His title makes it clear
how his mainstream
Presbyterian congregation
should view him. 

Instead of being
"Reverend," he is "Pastor"
"because in Latin it means
shepherd," he explained.
"Jesus said, 'I am the Good
Shepherd,' and so he tied
himself very closely to his
flock, and so I see building a
relationship with the flock -
the congregation - as a
shepherd." 

But the new minister, in
place for the church's 140th
anniversary year, plans to
reach out and make connec-
tions with the broader com-
munity, too. 

One way of promoting
this is through choice of lan-
guage. 

"In order to find a connec-
tion to the North American
culture," he said, "we need to
find language that connects."

So, in Sunday services
beginning at 10.30 a.m., the
church bulletin may now list
a "song for the journey"
rather than a "hymn," a
"message" rather than a
"sermon." 

And the "debts and
debtors" version of the
Lord's Prayer, known by
most people in the pews, is
gone.

At Pastor Wright's insis-
tence, the congregation now
reads aloud the modern,
plain language version of the
prayer. 

He figures that everyone,
not just "unchurched" new-
comers, needs to clearly
understand what they're say-
ing.

Responsive prayer,
where people do more than
listen with eyes closed, is a
key part of Pastor Wright's
strategic plan. 

"The benefits of the con-
gregation praying together
are that our voices are lifted
in one accord by the Holy
Spirit to God," he explained.
"As we pray as a congrega-
tion, it takes the focus away
from the self, and more on
the congregation as a whole,
as a body."

But how did a "rough,
tough, tumble cable guy"
come to preach the gospel
from a Presbyterian pulpit? 

The transformation took a
while, but began after he met
Diana, now his wife of more
than 20 years. 

"She informed me that
her faith was very important
to her, and that being part of
the church was important to
her," Pastor Wright shared.
"So, not being all that reli-
gious, I said okay."

Church life was more
than okay after the couple
discovered St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church,
Scarborough – "a warm, wel-
coming place." 

Wright's ability to connect
well with people was recog-
nized. He took part in the
educational team, worked
alongside the youth leader,
and then served on the wor-
ship committee.

"And during all of that
time, people kept suggesting
that perhaps I should look at
ministry."

Eventually, he did and
earned his divinity degree.
His first charge was in rural
Ontario. St. Andrew's Aurora
is his second.

The weight-lifting minister
accepted the Aurora call -
Presbyterian ministers are
"called," not hired – because
"I felt strongly that there was
a sense of mission here, that
this church knew what its
purpose was." 

Part of that sense of mis-
sion is expressed through
Martha's Table. The volun-
teer-driven Thursday pro-
gram serves up soup and
sandwiches and a sense of

community to about 130
people a week.

"I love the feeling of fami-
ly here," Pastor Wright
affirmed.

In keeping with its being
"a place where families gath-
er," St. Andrew's puts strong
emphasis on intergenera-
tional participation, he
observed. The presence of a
drama group and an orches-

tra reflect this. 
"There just seems to be a

general feeling of true happi-
ness in the spirit of the con-
gregation," Pastor Wright
concluded. 

Guided by its outspoken,
new minister, St. Andrew's
Aurora is addressing the
future with a growing sense
of unity, facing out into the
broader community.

PASTOR DENNIS WRIGHT

Pastor Dennis Wright, the new minister at St.
Andrew’s Church in Aurora, is a regular volunteer
to serve meals to people at Martha’s Table.  The
Thursday program serves up soup and sandwich-
es and a sense of community to about 130 people
a week.                     Auroran photos by David Falconer               

When opportunity knocks, you often need 
quick access to capital. 
Did you know that there are 
ways to retain control of your 
capital and save tax using life 
insurance? Talk to me today 
about insurance strategies that 
can help you take advantage 
of growth opportunities as 
they arise.

Visit my new website:   jenniferchristensen.com 
Please call for upcoming seminar information

Jennifer Christensen, B.A. CFP, CDFA, TEP

Ph. 905-726-8236

Grow your business, protect your wealth.
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Places of Worship on Doors Open tour
By M. AL NABHAN

Manager of Heritage Planning & Urban Design
On Saturday, July 9, Doors Open Aurora invites visitors to tour

five structures erected as places of worship.
All are clustered at the centre of old Aurora and with short walk-

ing distance from each other.
AURORA UNITED CHURCH

15186 Yonge Street

The United Church congregation is the oldest in Aurora and the
church is still used as a place of worship having stood on the cor-
ner of Yonge and Tyler Streets, since 1818.

The Aurora United Church has had a long and interesting his-
tory, beginning with the earliest settlers to this area in 1817.

The original 1855 frame church was partially damaged by fire
in 1877 and there are few remaining records of it.

The new church, built of brick with a stone foundation, opened
in 1878. It boasted two spires, the taller of which rose to a stagger-
ing 146 feet, and provided a prominent landmark in the Town of
Aurora.

In 1893 a cyclone struck the church, destroying the stained
glass windows on the south side, and the great spire.

Church officials replaced it with a shorter steeple. However, they
decided to remove both steeples in 1943 after they were struck by
lightning several times.

In 1925, the Aurora Methodist Church became the Aurora
United Church upon the union of Congregationalist, Methodist and
Presbyterian churches across Canada, although a number of
Presbyterian congregations choose to remain within the
Presbyterian denomination.

However, the United Church was still the first union of churches
to cross historic denomination lines in the world, and hence was the
first uniquely 'Canadian' church.

Architect Henry Langley designed the Aurora United Church in
Gothic Revival style.

Due to renovations made over several decades, the Church
today presents abundance of stylistic elements with various addi-
tions erected in 1909, 1957, and 1987.

In 2009, the first significant re-design of the building in more
than 100 years was made to the interior of the sanctuary. 

AURORA RISING SUN MASONIC LODGE 
57 Mosley Street

Located at the corner of Mosley and Wells Streets, this building
served as the Methodist Episcopal Church from the time of its con-
struction in 1877 until it was sold to the Masons in 1885.

On December 5, 1877, the Methodist Episcopal Church in
Aurora officially opened its doors and held its first dedicated serv-
ice on Sunday, December 16, 1877.

From 1877 to 1885, the building served as a church with A.T.
Ferguson as the congregation's first pastor. It was part of the King
Circuit of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

In 1885, the Methodist Episcopal Church united with the
Wesleyan Methodist Church and moved into the United Church on
Yonge Street.

That same year, the congregation decided to sell the property
to the Masons, who began to use it as their lodge hall.

Originally, the Masons' old hall, built circa 1866, was located at
the rear of the Ough property on Centre St. In 1897, the Anglican
Church purchased the old Masonic Hall and relocated it for use as
their parish hall.

The Rising Sun Masonic Lodge is of the Gothic Revival style
designed by Cane & Sons.

It is of rectangular plan with its entranceway through a small
wooden porch. The gable roof is covered with pressed metal
sheets that give the appearance of slate shingles.

While much of the church is constructed out of yellow brick, red
bricks are visible for decorative purposes. 

The interior is an exceptional example of Masonic architecture
in Ontario. The pictures displayed at the entrance are of the Lodge
Masters that have served the lodge since 1860.

Many of the masters were also the founding builders of Aurora.
The artwork in the lodge room on the west wall was painted by

Ms. Stevenson, a wife of a lodge member, in 1902.
One should take note of the numerous symbols, like the rising

sun in the large medallion at the east end which symbolizes the
beginning of the day.

The Masonic all seeing eye represents the eye of God that over-
sees our life's actions. 

At the top of the hall are three framed documents that symbol-
ize the 1860 issuing of The Rising Sun Lodge's charter.

Finally, the floor area, referred as the Masonic pavement, has
contrasting colours that symbolize the uncertainty of life.

This Masonic Lodge is associated with The Rising Sun Masonic
Lodge, one of the oldest, if not the oldest, fraternal organizations in
Aurora and the world.

VICTORIA HALL-
"Disciples of Christ Church" 

27 Mosley Street

Andrew Yule, then office manager of the Fleury Implement
Works, was a founder of the local congregation of the Disciples of
Christ Church.

This building, erected in 1883, served as its home.
In 1922, the church building was sold to the Town of Aurora for

$3,500. It became known as "Health Hall", the headquarters for the
nurses who served the school and who also offered public health
services.

By 1945, the building once again changed its use and became
the Public Library until 1963.

In 1965, the building was named Victoria Hall. Since then
Victoria Hall has been used for community programs and as a
rental space.

Victoria Hall is a fine example of a simple Gothic Revival church
of the late 19th century.

The outstanding features of the building are its arched windows,
the buttresses, and the steeply pitched roof ornamented by the
exposed ends of the roof rafters.

It is one of only two surviving examples of this type of structure
in Aurora, the other being the former Methodist Episcopal church
building (now the Masonic Lodge) at Mosley and Wells Streets.

Victoria Hall will host the "Heritage for Kids" event.
Kids and families will have the opportunity to discover Aurora's

early history through a series of demonstrations, games and activ-
ities led by heritage educator Katherine Belrose and friends.
Surprise visitors may include Mrs. Doan, Queen Victoria and a doc-
tor in a hurry.

There will be plenty to talk about over crafts emphasizing the
use of wood and wool. Children will make small keepsakes from
the "piece" basket.

Katherine currently teaches at the Aurora Cultural Centre and
works with the Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum.

Her past museum experience includes jobs at the Canadian
Museum of Nature in Ottawa, at Black Creek Pioneer Village and
at Sharon Temple National Historic Site.

She draws on her extensive knowledge of pioneer life in order
to present innovative programs for a wide variety of audiences and
age groups.

TRINITY ANGLICAN CHURCH
79 Victoria 

The Trinity Anglican Church chapel building is one of the finest
examples of Gothic Revival architecture in Aurora.

The site is also a shining illustration of how a building can be
altered to satisfy changing needs while still remaining sympathetic
to the site's original character and history. 

The Trinity Anglican Church chapel was built to replace the orig-
inal church building of 1846 on Church Street which was also con-
structed in the Gothic frame style.

Complete with a rectory to its east, this church began exceed-

ing its capacity in the late 19th century resulting in its demolition and
the construction of what is now the Church chapel.

The rectory, however, was preserved and stands today as one
of the oldest buildings in Aurora. 

Designed by architect Marshal. B. Aylesworth and constructed
by D.S Pickworth, the first morning and evening service at the
church convened on March 14th, 1884.

Soon after, in 1897, an old wooden Masonic Hall, which was
located at the rear of the former Pugh property on Centre Street,
was purchased and located on the site to serve as a School
House.

As the Church congregation evolved and matured, various
committees were formed to serve the congregation and enhance
the Church activities facilities. 

In 1913, the next major phase in the evolution of the site began.
The church was re-decorated, a new organ purchased and the rec-
tory repaired using funds generated by the Church Improvement
Guild.

During this time the Trinity Hall was also enlarged and the first
toilets installed.  

The prosperity following the Second World War and the arrival
of the 'baby boomers' generation saw yet another sequence of
alteration to the site and the building.

The church was enlarged by the addition of the Van Nostrand
Narthex, the St Columba Chapel and Falconbridge link building.

Through these additions, the church was equipped with new
choir rooms, a more intimate and contemporary chapel space, a
Fellowship room and an internal connection between the church
and the parish hall.

Bricks for the additions came from the demolished First Baptist
church at Wellington and Victoria Street. 

These were the last set of alterations made to this site before
they were demolished in 2001 to make way for the current church.

Today, the rectory, the 1884 church chapel and current church
building stand as proud testaments to the history and legacy of the
Trinity Anglican Church in Aurora.    

For Doors Open, visitors will have the opportunity to see the
Church's restored (or under restoration) stained glass windows as
well as the fixing of the Bell tower.

Charming background music by a choir school singing at the
new church will surely enriches visitors' experience. 

ST. ANDREW'S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
32 Mosley Street

The congregation of St Andrew's Presbyterian Church dates
back to 1871 and since then, it has been a cherished and memo-
rable part of the community.

Located in the heart of Aurora, the church serves as a promi-
nent landmark to both residents of the Town and visitors.

With the help of the Presbyterian glebe donated to the
Presbyterian Church of Scotland by Col. William Graham, St.
Andrew's Church was founded in 1871 and the church building
was constructed soon after in 1873.

While the structure has been altered and renovated over the
years, the site of the Church has remained at 32 Mosley Street. 

The original construction was in the Gothic style with red and
buff bricks and wide window sills. There was also a rose window
over the front doors which added to the grandeur of the edifice.

In the 1940's a hall was added on the north side, later to be
known as St Andrew's hall, which housed a kitchen, washrooms
and a nursery.       

By the 1960's however, it had become apparent that the origi-
nal structure was becoming unsound and a campaign com-
menced under Dr. Louis Fowler to replace the building.

In 1962, a new two-storey structure was built on the site with a
single storey building on the east containing a minister's study,
chapel room, library and office.

The hall, however, was maintained and the rose window of the
original structure was installed in its north wall.

The original pulpit and organ were also moved to the new
church. The dedication ceremony was graced by the presence of
the Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario, the Hon. J. Keiller McKay who
officiated the event. 

Visitors to this site will have the opportunity to browse the
church's library and archived literature concerning the history of the
church while enjoying a hot beverage. 

Come out and tour these architectural landmarks of Aurora on
Doors Open day, Saturday, July 9.  Most sites are open from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.

For more information or to volunteer for the event, visit
www.aurora.ca/doorsopen2011 or call 905-727-3123, Extension
4351.

Doors Open is an activity of the Aurora Heritage Advisory
Committee and the Committee hopes you enjoy this year's event.
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Took Driver Training  
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).
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May 28 - 2 weekends

Dinner for

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3434$$ 9595

Serving Aurora for 41 years.
Best Chinese Food in Town!

Our MENU is NOW ON-LINE

Under MOON GARDEN on

yellowpages.ca
Business Hours 

Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm
Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm

Shown here with Dr. Bette Stephenson, centre right, are her grand-
children at the unveiling of her portrait that will be hung in the front

foyer of the Centre that officially opened in Oak Ridges Wednesday.       
Auroran photo by Bonnie Tiffin

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Senior Scape
20 singers to entertain June 6 

Coming events include a
performance at the Aurora
Cultural Centre on Monday,
June 6th, between 2 p.m.
and 3 p.m. with approxi-
mately 20 Silver Star enter-
tainers singing along with
the audience. 

This concert is on the
anniversary of ‘D Day’,
which is June 6th, 1944, 
and will include music from
this desperate period in the
affairs of humankind of
Europe and the rest of the
world.

The people of Europe
were engaged in the turmoil
of war, which in reality
degenerated into a whole-
sale license to kill or wound
more than 5,000,000 
soldiers and innocents
worldwide by 1945. 

To be sure, nobody
planned or expected casual-
ties on that scale, but the
evolving technologies of
attack and destroy devastat-
ed multitudes of soldiers
and innocents without
mercy.

The war in the east was
equally vicious and the two
wars had an intimate con-
nection where the one
merged with the other, lead-
ing to the descriptive term of
World War 2. 

Seared in the hearts and
memories of all engaged or
located in the area of con-
flict, pitiless warfare is an
enormity of extreme evil in
the affairs of mankind and
particularly on the better
educated people of Europe
and all of the world.

Those who survived
remember and relate events
of the brutalising account
and remember the horrors in
terror and revulsion. 

Time has allowed selec-
tive memories to blur and
cushion the dreadfulness of
events nobody wishes to
recall, but cannot forget.

The beautiful music of
the period, composed under

the stress and energy of the
times, encapsulates feelings
of despair, hope and
poignant beauty in the
depths of barbaric warfare
that no gunfire or bombs
can ever destroy.

Now, 66 years after the
events, the elderly revisit
memories of those they lost,
destroyed homes and lands
and lives as they could have
been, and choose a concert
to sing of those times.

Seniors mark ‘D Day’ with
gentle music and shed tears
quietly and privately for the
profound grief experienced
long ago, because despite
the long ago tragedy, life
continues and we make the
best of what we have been
allotted by fate.

Life in the Aurora Seniors
Association (ASA) cele-
brates the lives of all sen-
iors, regardless of how suc-
cessful they fared formerly,
and regardless of which dis-
tant lands or part of Canada,
from where they originated. 

The ASA provides won-
derful opportunities for
retired seniors to mix with a
multitude of cosmopolitan
members of similar age
groups.

Diversity of culture is so
great in the Seniors’ Centre
that all find acceptance, with
good people emerging from
all ethnic origins.

Accessing activities at
will allows everybody the
enthusiastic pursuit of
pleasure for the sake of
pleasure.

VARIETY OF CRAFTS
Varieties of crafts attract

those who find satisfaction
creating articles of value
and beauty and often adds a
little extra income, while
enjoying the foundation of
good social life, namely
good conversation.

Others turn to mild physi-
cal games including table
tennis and badminton,
bocce ball and tossing

horseshoes.
Others find fulfillment in

exploring the technologies
of computer operation,
which has an ever-expand-
ing base of technical knowl-
edge, tools and methods. 

Yet others find their com-
panionship in the kitchen
preparing food and serving,
which knits many members
to common activities.

Among any group, some
feel at home in the setting
and atmosphere of the
kitchen, and they provide a
warmth of welcome along
with good food and happy
times.

Although the Seniors’
Centre is designed specifi-
cally for members 55 years
of age and older, some sen-
iors require time to adjust
from a life of work and
responsibility and to a life,
which is pleasure based.

Some visit the Centre
once or a few times only and
then fade away.

Others find their place
among seniors quickly,
make friends easily and find
personal triumphs of satis-
faction and happiness wher-
ever they turn their atten-
tion.

Finding contentment in
life poses little problem for
many people but for others,
persistence would pay huge
dividends.

If finding a place takes a
little effort, create the effort.

The delight of good com-
pany readily available is
inaccessible to countless
seniors who become strand-
ed and lonely as they lose
their friends and loved ones. 

In the Seniors’ Centre,
nobody walks alone, when
disaster strikes, others offer
consolation and friendship
with a guiding course
through inconsolable times,
which assists in finding safe
passage.

Some enjoy fun and
games easily with a good
helping of creativity, others
not so easily, but do not be
hard on yourself, stay the
course.

WINNERS
Fun and games are not

always of the party variety
but form a part of senior
games competition, and it is
a pleasure to list members
of the ASA who competed in
the team game of “Pickle
Ball” during the York Region
2011 Senior 55+ Summer
games held at the Magna
Centre May 13th.

They are as follows: John
Seaman - gold medal -
men's doubles 55+, James
Alberga - gold medal -
men's doubles 65+, Terry
Paul - gold medal - men's
doubles 65+, John Layton -
gold medal - mixed doubles

65+, Myrna Rawlins - silver
medal - mixed doubles 65+,
Walter Rawlins - silver
medal - mixed doubles 65+,
Annette Gagne - gold medal
- ladies doubles 65+,
Joanne Keates - gold medal
- ladies doubles 65+, Julie
Manzano - gold medal -
ladies doubles 55+, Joyce
Bannon - gold medal -
ladies doubles 55+.

The names above, mem-
bers of the ASA, men and
women, represent a few of
those who competed, and

certainly, each name stirs
the competitive embers
glowing within many who
read this.

No doubt exists that com-
petition alone plants memo-
ries in these seniors and
with any degree of success,
elation, delight and excite-
ment must course through
their veins.

On behalf of all sporting
members of the ASA, I con-
gratulate these stout heart-
ed and determined mem-
bers of the ASA.  



You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  

The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 79,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

905-841-8949  
416-520-6252

FREE ESTIMATES 

S & S  

Top quality 
guaranteed

PAINTING
20 yrs. 
experience

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe
416-568-6928

Repairs & 
New Installations

� FOR SALE

� BUSINESS SERVICES

N O R D H E I M E R
UPRIGHT cabinet grand
piano, with 
original stool. $580. 
Please email
bob@auroran.com

� HELP WANTED

� SWIMMING INSTRUCTION 

� GARAGE SALE

� ELDER CARE AVAILABLE

NON-COMPETITIVE and
COMPETITIVE SWIM-
MING: Children to adults.
Aurora Selkies and
Masters Swim Clubs.
Register now for the
2011/12 season. www.
swimgym.ca 905-841-
3450.
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Now Playing

Bringing the business community to you!

www.theauroran.com 

We have tons of events in and around Aurora on our 

at www. theauroran.com
Come out and enjoy.  Most events are FREE!

WEEKLY 
SHOW

with 
Alison 

Search for businesses in our Marketplace. 
Go go www.theauroran.com then click on the 

Marketplace icon on the right side of the home page. 

Our        Town

FunFun community

 
    

Auroran videographers: Steve Mitchell and Sean Casey
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Collins-Mrakas

Watch

 • Aurora Garden 
& Horticultural Society 

Annual Dessert 
Competition 

• 

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Handyman services available 
for all your household needs. 

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tom: 905-717-0517

SERVICES
HANDYMAN
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(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a Lincoln hybrid for your next airport or 

downtown transportation.
From only $75.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

AIRPORT  TRANSPORTATION

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net

www.eco-limo.ca

Visit 
us 

online 
at

the
auroran

.com 
NEWSPAPER 

EVENTS 

COMMUNITY
VIDEOS 

“Our Town” 
with 

Alison 
Collins-Mrakas

and much 
more...

For show 
suggestions 
please email 

cynthia@auroran.com

HOME
SERVICES
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GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish. 
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033

NEEDED – LIVE-IN ENG-
LISH/RUSSIAN SPEAKING
NANNY for 3 boys, 2,
5 & 9 years old. 416-602-
5505.

Over 30 years experience. 

 

CONCRETE IMPRESSIONS 
• Stamped concrete for as low as $8/sq. ft. 

Garage Floors • Driveways • Waterproofing 

• Basement Walkouts • Walk-ways • Curbs 

905-505-2410
“We leave good impressions”

• INSURED  • REFERENCES FREE ESTIMATES

www.uniqueconcreteimpressions.com

ALTERATIONS 
Experienced 
Seamstress 

No job too small. 
Fast service. 

Call 905-726-9501

SUNRAY HORTICULTURAL

Lawn Cutting

905.758.8100
sunrayhorticulture.com

Garden Design       Flower Planting

Weed Control    • • • 
• 

• 
Garden Maintenance

3 Cu.Yds. $109 + HST 
(Includes delivery to Aurora & Newmarket 

other areas slightly more) 

  MAY 
 

MINI BIN 
$139 + HST 
DROP OFF 
& PICK UP  

Also available: MULCH, TOPSOIL, GRAVEL, RIVER ROCK, SCREENINGS 
FULL  SERVICE  LANDSCAPE  COMPANY 

CALL US @ 905-727-7102 

SPECIALS
WEEDLESS 

GARDEN SOIL 

SPIRITUALIST 
PSYCHIC 

CONSULTANT

LIFE READINGS

Questions of faith 
and guided 
prayer work,
love, money,

marriage, 
infidelity. 

All questions of life, 30yrs. exp. 

905-505-0471
www.shechinahstudios.com

Stay involved
Stay informed 

because this is...

“Our Town” 
with

Alison Collins-Mrakas

WEDNESDAY
NIGHTS 

at 7
• This Week in Aurora 

• Council Watch 
• Mail Bag 

• This Week’s Topic

theauroran.com 

BACKYARD SWIMMING
lessons in Aurora, Red
Cross certified. Contact
Leigh at 905-726-7940. 

GARAGE SALE
SATURDAY, MAY, 28TH 9 -
1. Household goods, toys,
much more. 16 Reuben
Street. 

� CONDO FOR RENT

CONDO FOR RENT Ft.
Myers Beach Florida. 2 bed-
room, two bath, fully
equiped. Rent one week,
second week half price.
www.captainsbay.com 416-
720-1755.

 

Red Cross certified 
All levels 

Call Ali

Swimming Lessons
In our pool or yours? 

416-648-0304

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

DANCE  LESSONS

8 weeks Only $95 Including HST  
4,500 sq. ft. hardwood floor   

Location: Royal Canadian Legion #385 - 105 Ind. Pkwy North

 
          

Level 1 –8pm - 9pm 
 West Coast Swing

MONDAY NIGHT
 

Classes start
 May 16
through to 
July 11

Classes start
 May 16
through to 
July 11

Level 2 – 9pm - 10pm: Waltz

SteveMillerDance.ca
416-587-4125

Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca 

Want to keep up with 
what’s happening?

For more information call 

150 Hollidge Blvd., Unit C7,  Aurora 

2 FREE bags of salt 
Guaranteed NEW stock;  

we never install used equipment.

• Water 
   Softeners 
• Reverse 
   Osmosis 
• Iron 
   Filters 
• Point of Use 
   Coolers

Ron Butler, 416-818-5075

Ask about our Rental Options 
We offer Low Finance rates

12 Mth. @ 0% 

ELDER CARE PRACTI-
TIONER available: help
around house, daily activi-
ties, nutritious meals,
shopping.call: 416-859-
6374.

� ELDER CARE WANTED

FULL-TIME LIVE-IN
CAREGIVER Child care
ages 6 & 12 yrs. old. Light
housework. 905-841-
8161.

N E I G H B O U R H O O D
GARAGE SALE. Autumn
Way and Baycroft. 8 am 
-2 p.m. Saturday, May
28th. 

GARAGE SALE SAT.
28TH, 8.30 A.M. Tons of
toys, childrens clothes,
antiques and nicknacks.
172 Spruce St. 
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