
The Town of Aurora went into dam-
age control mode Friday after fall-out
from council's decision last month to
pay former mayor Phyllis Morris' legal
bills up until December, conceding
municipal involvement in the matter
may have "damaged" the trust of resi-
dents.

The statement was made in a
press release issued Friday by Jason
Ballantyne, Aurora's Director of
Corporate Communications, which
also outlined steps that will be taken to
"rebuild [the Town's] partnership" with
the people of Aurora.

Such steps will include a review of
the Town's litigation policy so that "res-

olutions authorizing the commence-
ment of litigation against any party will
require clear language of such author-
ization, including any delegation of
authority to staff members."

The review will also seek to restrict
the “private interference” with "external
lawyers" involving town issues.

Further measures will be present-
ed to council over the "coming
months" to put in place changes to the
Town's litigation policy, such as obtain-
ing more than one quote before retain-
ing external legal counsel (except in
cases of emergency and for lawyers
already retained by the Town), and that
"any lawyers or law firms who private-

ly represent individual members of
council will not be eligible to be
retained by the Town in order to avoid
any appearance of a conflict of inter-
est”.

"Finally, the Town will be preparing
an indemnification policy," Mr.
Ballantyne went on to state. "This
Indemnification Policy will address,
among other things, when and how a
member of council or an employee of
the Town can be reimbursed for legal
expenses that were incurred in their
capacity as members of council or
employees of the Town."

In the press release, Mr. Ballantyne
said the last few months have been a
"difficult time" for Aurora as it has
struggled to deal with its involvement
in Ms. Morris' lawsuit against three
local bloggers, Bill Hogg, Richard
Johnson and Elizabeth Bishenden,
among other parties.

He reiterated the Town's position
that when defamatory comments have

The Town of Aurora has not
been able to determine a
municipal use for the Wells
Street Public School building,
according to a report that is
before Councillors for this
week's general committee
meeting. 

Recommendations in the
repor t by Aurora CAO Neil
Garbe call on council to direct
staff to inform the York Region
District School Board that there

is no municipal purpose for the
site and that "staff continue to
work with the York Region
District School Board in finding
a use for the property that is
compatible with the neighbour-
hood and retains the historic
elements of the building."

"A fundamental first step in
considering acquisition of this
facility is to determine if there
is a need for the building," said
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Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca

Please see page 13

Call for details
905-727-1656
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Proud To Be Living And Working In Aurora

Aurora has no use
for Wells St. School

Anna Kroeplin can’t wait for May 7 when Aurora’s Farmers' Market opens in the Town Park,
She was at the Market display of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce Home Show when the
booth won the Chamber Award for Best Marketplace Table Display over the weekend. More
home show pictures on Page 19.                                                  Auroran photo by David Falconer

Town in damage control
over former mayor’s bills

Gaertner-Pirri talks
get aired by council  

It was a matter of tit for tat at the
council table last week when a motion
made by Wendy Gaertner to put a
memo from Town CAO Neil Garbe
regarding applications for committee
memberships onto the evening's
agenda failed to pass by the required
two-thirds majority of council mem-
bers.

In his memorandum, Mr. Garbe
said the item would be automatically
added to this week's general commit-
tee agenda, but noted that council
could have put it on the April 12 agen-
da should they so desire. 

When Councillor Gaertner's
motion failed to pass, it became evi-
dent that she was perturbed by the
reception, prompting Councillor Paul
Pirri to call a question of privilege.

"Councillor Gaertner just turned to
me and said because I voted against
her it gives her the ability to vote
against me in the future," said
Councillor Pirri. "I would just like her to
elaborate on that point so everybody
can hear what she said. This is
extremely inappropriate what she just
said."

In response, Councillor Gaertner
held her ground.

"I didn't put it that way," Councillor
Gaertner replied. "The point I was try-
ing to make, and I will take this oppor-
tunity to make it to all of council, I

believe it is a courtesy that when a
member of council wants to speak
and needs a procedural bylaw
waived, that, as a courtesy, fellow
councillors do that. 

"If you don't want to do it for me, it
leaves me feeling, why would I want to
do it for anyone else?"

The unusual turn of events came
on the heels of Councillor Gaertner
objecting to the minutes of a previous
meeting which was on the agenda,
when councillors voted to accept the
recommendation of George Rust-
D'Eye and pay the legal fees incurred
to December of former Mayor Phyllis
Morris' $6 million lawsuit against three
local bloggers, among others.

At the meeting in question,
Councillor Gaertner excused herself
from the discussion because she said
it was against the procedural bylaw.

At last week's televised meeting,
she took the opportunity to reiterate
her position while requesting that her
reasons for leaving the table be put on
the agenda, although items, including
councillor departures, are typically
recorded without comment in the min-
utes, aside from the time.

"I would like the record to show
that I felt I couldn't stay at the table
because I couldn't vote on the motion
under closed session because in my

Please see page 14

Please see page 19

Briefly
Oops

In the last week's front page article, Election could be a personality battle, the quote
that ends the seventh paragraph and continues into the next should have been attributed
to Liberal candidate Kyle Peterson rather than incumbent Conservative candidate Lois
Brown. We regret the error.
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COMING EVENTS
THURSDAY, APRIL 21

Aurora Chamber of Commerce networking
breakfast will be held this morning from 7.30 a.m.
to 9 a.m. at St. Andrew's Valley Golf Club, 4
Pinnacle Trail. The event is sponsored by
Thompson Funeral Home and includes a hot buffet
breakfast and formal networking. $20 for members. 

* * * *
The Third Annual Runway to Spring Charity

Fashion Event will be held this year at 7 p.m. at the
Performing Arts Centre, 13415 Dufferin Street, in
King Township. All proceeds go to benefit the
Easter Seals "Send a Kid to Camp" program. The
gala evening includes a Fashion Show featuring
haute couture, upscale casual, evening wear,
street wear and more for women, men and chil-
dren. Also included are food and beverage tast-
ings, silent auction and raffle, cash bar and live
performance by Aurora’s The Thursday Night Jam
band. Tickets are $35 and may be purchased at
many Aurora locations or contact
l.mcmahon@rogers.com.  A great Girls’ Night Out
or bring a date to share the fun. Aurora - together
let’s send 10 children to camp.

SATURDAY, APRIL 23 
Annual Easter Egg hunt happens at the Aurora

Seniors’ Centre from 9.30 a.m. to 2 p.m. presented
by the Town of Aurora and the Maple Key Girl
Guides. For further information go to  www.e-auro-
ra.ca/easteregghunt.

TUESDAY, APRIL 26
Movie at the Seniors’ Centre tonight is “Little

Fockers”, starring Ben Stiller, Dustin Hoffman and
Robert DiNiro. It has taken 10 years, two little
Fockers with wife Pam and countless hurdles for
Greg to finally get "in" with his tightly wound father-
in-law, Jack. Greg must prove to the sceptical Jack
that he's fully capable as the man of the house. But
with all the misunderstandings, spying and covert
missions, will Greg pass Jack's final test and
become the family's next patriarch...or will the cir-
cle of trust be broken for good?  Movies start at
6.30 p.m. and cost $1.50 for members and $2 for
non-members. Admission price includes the movie,
refreshments and treats.

APRIL 26-29
For the third consecutive year, the Dr. G.W.

Williams Students’ Council will hold a spring rum-
mage sale and will accept donations of used or
new books, toys, appliances, furniture, games, and
more (excluding clothing) for the sale. Drop Off
time is 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Dr. G.W. Williams
Secondary School, in the front foyer.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27
The Aurora Cultural Centre and the Aurora

Historical Society present the first of two heritage
lectures with local historian John McIntyre.
Tonight’s feature is “Hillary House: A Glimpse of
Everyday Life in Old Aurora.” the lecture begins at
7 p.m. Complimentary admission and refresh-
ments, no registration required. Wheelchair acces-
sible at north entrance. For further information call
905-713-1818 or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SATURDAY, APRIL 30
Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School Rummage

Sale today from 9 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. in the school’s
cafeteria.

* * * *
The Aurora Community Arboretum, in partner-

ship with the Lake Simcoe Conservation Authority,
will hold their annual tree planting event today from
10 a.m. to noon. Bring the whole family and plant a
tree. the group will meet at the intersection of
Birshire Drive and Somerton Court in the north
east area of Aurora. Please see the website
www.auroraarboretum.ca for more information.

* * * *
Yoga Class, suits all levels. Starts at 1. p.m. at

Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street. Light
refreshments are available. $10 donation to
Amnesty International. For more information, call
905-727-8671 or send an e-mail to
mbf@lindavarnam.com.

TUESDAY, MAY 3
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street,

presents the heritage lecture “The Queen’s York
Rangers: Their 200+ Year Linkage to York Region.”
Lieutenant Colonel Kirk Corkery, former
Commanding Officer from 1989 – 1992, and cur-
rent Chair of the Regimental Council of the
Queen’s York Rangers will give an overview of this
historic regiment. The lecture begins at  7 p.m.
Complimentary admission and refreshments, no

registration required. Wheelchair accessible at
north entrance. For more information call 905-713-
1818 or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * *
Jesus Christ Superstar auditions will be held at

Trinity Anglican Church from 5 to 7 p.m. with Sheryl
Thomas of Marquee Theatrical Productions and
John Clements (reserve pianist for the London pro-
duction). The lead parts have been filled, but 25
roles are still required. Bring an instrumental CD if
needed. Performances will take place at the end of
October. To book your 10-minute audition contact
Sheryl Thomas at sheryl@marqueeproductions.ca.

MAY 5-7
The Pine Tree Potters' Spring Pottery Sale will

be held on the above days at the Aurora Cultural
Centre, 22 Church Street,  formerly Church Street
School. May 5 and May 6 the sale will begin at 
10 a.m. and continue to 9 p.m. and on May 7 it will
open at 10 a.m. and close at 5 p.m. There is 
free admission and a door prize. Call 
905-727-1278 for further information or visit
http://www.pinetreepotters.ca

MAY 6
Jesus Christ Superstar auditions will be held at

Trinity Anglican Church from 5 to 7 p.m. this
evening with Sheryl Thomas of Marquee Theatrical
Productions and John Clements (reserve pianist
for the London production). The lead parts have
been filled, but 25 roles are still required. Bring an
instrumental CD if needed. Performances will take
place at the end of October. To book your 10-
minute audition contact Sheryl Thomas at
sheryl@marqueeproductions.ca.

MAY 7-8
Aurora’s annual Art Show and Sale takes place

at the Aurora Town Hall this weekend. For all art
enthusiasts this is an event that features more than
200 pieces of artwork. On Saturday, the show runs
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Sunday it is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For further information, call
905-726-4762 or send an e-mail to sware@e-auro-
ra.ca.

THURSDAY, MAY 5
Aurora Chamber of Commerce Business After

Five meeting takes place today at Cupid and
Psyche Jewellery and Accessories, 2 Orchard
Heights Blvd., Unit 3, Aurora, from 5.30 p.m. to
7.30 p.m. Cost is complimentary to Chamber mem-
bers.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11
Join local resident Phillip Hodgson for an inter-

active seminar to learn about today's popular youth
drugs, the impact on the individual, the family and
the community, warning signs, and where to go for
help.  Phillip is a psychotherapist and counsellor
who works and lectures in the field of addiction.
Event begins at 7 p.m. in the Magna Room at the
Aurora Library. 

* * * *
Wesley United Church, located at the intersec-

tion of the Aurora Road and Woodbine Avenue, will
hold its annual roast beef dinner this evening.
There will be two seatings at  5 p.m. and 6.30 p.m.
It will cost adults $15, while children between six
and 12 will pay $8. Children under six are free. but
they must have a ticket. For tickets call Sherry at
905-853-4915.

SATURDAY, MAY 14 
“I Love Rock & Roll” dinner dance takes place

this evening at Dinardo’s Mansion on Industrial
Parkway South beginning at 6 p.m. Dance to the
music of Freddie Vette and The Flames and meet
and have your picture taken with Elvis Presley, who
is really Kevin Mills from Richmond Hill. Tickets sell
for $60 a person, which includes a three-course
meal and are available at Aurora Used Books, 95
Edward Street. Proceeds go to the Aurora-
Newmarket District of Community Living.

* * * *
The Aurora Historical Society is looking for vol-

unteers to join their Hillary House Outdoor Spring
Clean Up, today from 9.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. This is a
chance to enjoy the outdoors while working on the
grounds of a 150-year-old home and is an opportu-
nity for students to complete community hours. A
barbecue lunch will be provided. For more informa-
tion or to register contact Sandy at 905-841-4035
or ssbundy@sympatico.ca.

MONDAY, MAY 16
The16th Annual Big Brothers Big Sisters chari-

ty golf tournament will be held this year at Station
Creek Golf Club on Woodbine Avenue in Gormley.

The $200 per golfer fee includes a four-person
scramble format, lunch, golf, cart, dinner and
prizes. For further information contact Rhonda at
905-726-2149, extension 316.

TUESDAY, MAY 17
At 7.30 p.m. the Evergreen Choir, under the

direction of Richard Heinzle, invites you to join
them for their Spring concert at the Aurora Seniors
Centre, 90 John West Way, when they present
"We’ll Sing you a Song". Admission is $10 for
adults, while children, 14 and under, are free.
Tickets are available in advance at the Seniors’
Centre and they’ll also be on sale at the door.
Refreshments will be served at intermission.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25
The Aurora Cultural Centre and the Aurora

Historical Society present the second of two her-
itage lectures with local historian John McIntyre.
Tonight’s feature is “Aurora’s Heritage of Artifacts
and Documents: Treasures from the Aurora
Historical Society’s Collections.” the lecture begins
at 7 p.m. at the Aurora Cultural Centret.
Complimentary admission and refreshments, no
registration is required. Wheelchair accessible at
north entrance. For additional information call 
905-713-1818 or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

MAY 29-31
Another historic walk is planned on each of the

evenings listed above beginning at 7 p.m. Brought
to you by A Step In Time, the walks will present
data about where ghosts used to hang out in
Aurora. Advance tickets are $20 and 100 per cent
of the proceeds will go to the Heart and Stroke and
Crohns and Colitis Foundations.

SATURDAY, JUNE 4
Wesley United Church, at the corner of

Woodbine and Aurora Sideroad is participating in
Doors Open Whitchurch-Stouffville today from 10

a.m. to 4 p.m. Tours of this historical 130-year-old
Gothic church sanctuary will be conducted by
three pioneer members of the church. Artifacts will
be on display. For those interested in visiting the
old cemetery behind the church which dates back
to the mid-1800s, a tour will also be available. Light
refreshments will be served.

SUNDAY, JUNE 5
Annual Aurora Street Festival begins at 11 a.m.

and runs to 5 p.m. on Yonge Street from Wellington
St. to Murray Drive. 

MONDAY, JUNE 6
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street,

presents “We’ll Meet Again: Songs of the 1930s
and 40s Community Sing-Along”. Join the Silver
Stars Drama Club in singing old favourites includ-
ing The White Cliffs of Dover, Roll Out the Barrel,
As Time Goes By – and more. Complimentary
admission & refreshments. Event begins at 2 p.m.
No registration is required. Wheelchair accessible
at north entrance. For more information call 905-
713-1818 or info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SUNDAY, JUNE 26
The annual Aurora Garden & Horticultural

Society invites you to attend its Aurora Garden Tour
today. Eight gardens are available for touring where
the owners and creators will be present to chat with
you. The tour is from 12 noon to 4.30 p.m., rain or
shine!  Refreshments will be available. Tickets are
$10 and are available in Aurora at Art of the Matter,
2 Orchard Heights Boulevard; Caruso & Co., 15210
Yonge Street; Flowers by Terry, 14799 Yonge Street; 
Aurora Used Books, 95 Edward Street  and 
at our booth at the Aurora Farmers’ Market 
June 11th, 18th, and 25th. For more information 
call Madge at 905-727-5926 or visit
h t t p : / / w w w . g a r d e n o n t a r i o .
org/site.php/aurora/news/details/6118.

FORD FIESTA

2011 15815 YONGE ST. AURORA  905-841-0800

www.mcalpineford.com

2011 FORD FIESTA 

 
a 2 year NO CHARGE Lease on a 

Fully equipped including 6 speed automatic transmission, sync voice activated 
system, 6 speaker stereo system, deckled spoiler, cruise/speed control & more!

     Purchase any NEW or USED Vehicle & take delivery 
                                                                 by May 31, 2011 & enter 
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OFFER ENDS MAY 2ND

 

Workshop date: Tuesday, May 3, 2011

Location: Aurora Public Library ~ Magna Room, 15145 Yonge Street 

Time: 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

 Space is limited so reserve your spot today:
Phone number: 1-866-337-8089   

Email: learntoconserve@powerstream.ca  
Registration deadline: April 29, 2011

FOR HOME

LEARN TO  
CONSERVE

Learn about our latest energy SAVING programs and home  
conservation strategies. Plus LEARN about saving energy  

by cooking with a microwave with our live microwave  
cooking demonstration.

WORKS HOP

ATTEND A FREE
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FOR SALESOLD
RESULTS!

A name you know... 
a person you trust!

Direct: 905-727-1961

Susan Cowen 
Sales Representative

Independently owned and operated

York Group 
Realty Inc. Brokerage 

susan@susancowen.com

R
A na
a pe

Dire

SuSuSusasasannn CCoCoCowewewennn
Sales Representative
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susan@susan@

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre 
289 Wellington Street East 

Aurora  L4G 6H6

905-727-4751

At Aurora

* At participating dealers with the purchase of a Napoleon® Prestige or Ultra Chef® U, UP or Mirage™ series grill; your choice of built-in or cart models.
Purchase a Napoleon® grill* by June 30, 2011 and receive a FREE BBQ Cover 

P450 features :
• President’s Limited Lifetime Warranty

• Patented heavy duty burners and sear plates

• Up to 42,000 BTU’s

• Total cooking area: up to 695 sq. in.

napoleon® 
prestige®I P450

napoleongrills.com

ask about napoleon’s 
optional infrared sizzle 
zone™ side burner
Optional ceramic infrared side burner creates more 

cooking space for a busy grill. Can be purchased 

as an add-on to your existing prestige model. The 

multi-level cooking grid is perfect for searing meat 

or placing a pot or pan on for 

creating side dishes. Ask your 

dealer for details.

Made in Canada

MSRP (Propane Model)

Free Recipe Inside
How to Get Your Grill Ready for the Season

Cooking Methods

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

   

      

   

       

 

       

         

         

        

        

     

  

  

SHOES 

14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre 
www.omarsshoes.com

905-727-9391

SHOES
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FORWARD
SPRING SPRING 

Emily T-Strap 

Audry Cross 

Audry Quarter 

stylish and comfortable,
    this perfect summer heel 
       will turn heads!

strap woven 

Strap fore 
make a bold statement AND 
feel comfortable all day long.

A striking summer wedge 

DON’T FORGET - EARN FREE SHOES- JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Council adopts Youth Needs recommendations
Councillors adopted the

recommendations con-
tained in the Town's new
Youth Needs study, which
could ultimately see a new
Youth Centre being added
to the list of municipal
amenities, but its passage
was not without some con-
cern over what signing off
on the recommendations
would actually bind the
Town.

At last Tuesday's council
meeting, councillors voted
to adopt the recommenda-
tions outlined in the Youth
Needs Analysis, adopt the
implementation schedule
outlined in the report, place
up to $50,000 in the 2011
Capital Budget for an archi-
tectural design study for the
proposed Youth Centre, and
bring back the terms of ref-
erence for the Architectural
Consultant Study back to
Council for further approval.

In addition to the Youth
Centre, the Youth Needs
Analysis contained a num-
ber of recommendations to
address the needs of
younger Aurorans.

Among them were that
the Town should provide
opportunities for youth to
become involved in the

planning, design and devel-
opment of programs, activi-
ties, and facilities of inter-
est to them, that youth
should be involved in the
evaluation of services, and
that the Town should devel-
op a permanent skate park.

Councillor Wendy
Gaertner, however, argued
that by adopting the recom-
mendations council would
be approving everything in
the report, including a
physical activity plan which,
she said, council had
already voted against.

(Al Downey, Aurora's
Director of Parks and
Recreation said, however,
that council had only reject-
ed a plan to develop the
plan with a consultant and
recommended they pro-
ceed with it in-house),

She also said signing off
on the plan would bind the
town to a youth space and
a full-size gym. 

"We are saying to the
public that we are going to
do this and we have not
discussed the money
aspect of this," she said.
"To me, it is very problem-
atic that we would approve
everything in this plan,"
going on to say she wanted

youth specifically to utilize
the gym rather than local
sports groups.

"We will have approved
the gymnasium and a youth
lounge or youth centre and
all the staff that is involved
in running this. This is how I
read this report."

What ensued following
Councillor Gaertner’s con-
cerns was a debate over
semantics, with Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe noting that
all the recommendations in
the report are prefaced by
"should" rather than "shall."

"To me that doesn't
imply that we are obligat-
ed," he said. "It says that
we are obligated to consid-
er it."

Mr. Downey agreed with
Mayor Dawe's assessment
and said that by approving
the recommendations it
legally gives staff direction
to come back to council at
a future date with recom-
mendations on how to pro-
ceed on each individual
item.

"Council then has the
opportunity to evaluate
those items and determine
whether or not to proceed
in that particular direction
or not," he said. "By

approving the recommen-
dation it does not tie coun-
cil's hands with regards to
any particular direction."

As far as money goes,
Mr. Downey said council
had not committed anything
at this point beyond the
$50,000 for the architectur-
al study.

With this item discussed
for quite some time at the
previous week's meeting,
some councillors expressed
frustration that the same
grievances were being
aired once again.

"Councillor Gaertner
must have forgotten the
lengthy debate we had last
week on these issues," said
Councillor Michael
Thompson. "We talked at
length about not wanting to
incur any more operational
costs by accepting this
report. It was reiterated last
week that it was all about
'shoulds', there are no 'will-
s' in this report, it is just the
framework on which we can
start to take a look at the
youth needs analysis and
get the facilities for."

But the theme endured.
"I certainly participated

in the lengthy discussion
and I am still uncomfortable

with the word 'should'," said
Councillor Chris Ballard. "I
know it is semantics, but I
want to make sure we're
not setting the wrong
expectations for the public
that they are going to be
getting all the things that
are outlined in this report. 

"My understanding is
that we should consider
these things, not that we
should do them. That might
be a little hair splitting but
to the public out there who
is watching right now we
should consider these
things."

Skate board park is
big part of proposal

Although the Youth
Needs Analysis is still in
its early days, one key pro-
posed feature has already
struck a chord with resi-
dents, according to Al
Downey, Aurora's Director
of Leisure Services - the
permanent skate park.

Aurora's Youth Needs
Analysis outlines several
recommendations and in
particular, it recommends
that the Town "should
develop a Town-wide per-
manent skate park to meet
youth needs for unstruc-
tured, spontaneous and
active recreation."

The recommendation
proposes a skate park
between 13,000 and
18,000 square feet,
designed and developed
"through the active partici-
pation of the Town's skate-
boarding enthusiasts" and
of a skate park design
firm.

"That was music to
some residents' ears who
gave me a call and said
I'm glad council is at least
considering it," said Mr.
Downey at last week's
council meeting.

"I said, once we get
past Tuesday's meeting we
would be charged as staff
to come back with a report
on what we feel is neces-
sary with regards to a
skate park. Council will
then have the opportunity
to determine whether or
not that is an appropriate
action or not and we may
or may not move forward
with the skate park.

"He was very happy
that we were at least look-
ing at it so that was the

communication that I
would certainly like to get
to residents that we are
actively looking at

addressing the needs of
youth without making any
particular decisions at this
time."
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Poor Ronnie
By RON WALLACE

You’re probably not aware that Crime Stoppers of York
Region is 25 years old this year.

Neither was I.
So, I was a tad surprised when I was invited to the 2011

annual appreciation dinner held at the Community Safety
Village last week in Whitchurch-Stouffville.

One of the speakers was new York Regional Police Chief
Eric Jolliffe.

It would be the first time I have heard the new chief speak
to an audience and I thought he did a fine job.

He also unveilled a few pretty remarkable statistics.
"We know it's a success - since its inception in 1986,

Crime Stoppers of York Region tips have resulted in 2,489
arrests; 6,116 charges laid; 2,717 cases cleared; $8.5 million
worth of stolen property recovered; $96 million worth of ille-
gal drugs seized.   

"Last year, Crime Stoppers of York Region received 1,532
tips that resulted in 198 cases being solved; 202 arrests;
almost $300,000 in stolen recovered property and $5.4 mil-
lion worth of drugs seized.”

Crime Stoppers of York Region has grown dramatically
since its inception in 1986. It has assisted York Regional
Police in solving many criminal cases that otherwise may
have gone unsolved.

“Crimes like marihuana (I prefer to spell it marijuana but
both ways are correct) grow operations, robberies, thefts,
carjackings and homicides,” Chief Jolliffe told the full house
at the celebration. “Working together - citizens, members of
the Crime Stoppers program, the media and this police serv-
ice - we are living the York Regional Police vision of making
a difference in our community.”

In the photo below, The Auroran was acknowledged for
printing a PACT (Police and Community Together) column
written by Peter McNeill, left, who also received an award.
He’s with PACT Chairperson Cyndy Skillins, and yours truly,
in a photo taken by my wife Patricia, who was at the
Community Safety Village for the first time ever.

The Auroran got an award for making the space available
for Peter’s words.

Crime Stoppers
celebrates 25th

This is an easy one. Tell us where this building is located (yes,  it’s still there) and tell us what’s there
today. Call The Auroran after noon on Good Friday, April 22, with your answer. If you’re the first caller
and you’re correct, you’ll win lunch for two at the Aurora Legion on Industrial Parkway North. 

Trusting the system 
is a crock, she says

To the editor,

After much soul searching,
taking a week to recover from
a grievous loss of faith, I
decided to share what hap-
pened to shatter one of my
basic beliefs - "Honesty is the
best policy" and "You can't go
wrong with the truth - trust in
the judicial system". 

I now have witnessed first-
hand that this is a proverbial
crock.

I, like I thought most of my
peers were raised to respect
their elders, treat all like they
would like to be treated and
tell the truth.

I have found, over the
years, that there have been
exceptions where "the truth
hurts" like when asked, "does
this dress make me look fat?"

I never thought that I would
see the day when cheating,
lying, browbeating a senior
and general intimidation
would garner respect and
favouritism in a court of law.

Albeit there was no swear-
ing to tell the truth but one
(being me) would assume that
the "truth would prevail" and
that success would be "on the
side of truth and justice".

I can't go into more
specifics because God only
knows I, by telling exactly
what happened, could open
myself up to a "law suit" in this
climate of "he who tells the
biggest lie, pays the most,
first, wins".

I now realize that "it is all
about money" and that being
a wife for 30 years doesn't
count for much.  A judge can
favour and take into consider-
ation the new common law
spouse (who the husband left
the marriage for) to the detri-
ment of the wife and that
"fair’s fair" only exists on
paper.

About a year ago, a friend
asked me to co-write a book
for women whose spouse
leaves them for another
woman and I have been tak-

ing my sweet-time writing it.
Now the book called

"When it's not death that you
do part" is underway.

If you have a story that you
would like to share, please
email me at tiffin-

bo@rogers.com so that we
can alert women of the pitfalls
and prepare them for a poten-
tial "fight of their lives".

Bonnie Tiffin
Oak Ridges

Abroad,  a reader
returns to election
To the editor,

I've just come back from
being abroad, in fact China.

And I come back to an
election??

There's nothing but
rehashed policies from
either sides.

Surely there was no rea-
son for this election except
egos.

This irrelevance is so in
contrast to what's happing in
China.

Gail McIntyre
Aurora 

100 Watts 
By Christopher Watts

After reading Stewart Ivol's letter regarding the condition
of the Canadian flags flying at the Aurora Shopping Centre I
checked it out for myself.

The scene is disrespectful to both our country and our
town.

This is how Canada’s so called “Birthday Town” shows its
pride?

And a stone’s throw from our war memorial, too.
Just as there is a complete lack of respect shown by those

at the Aurora Shopping Centre pulling the strings, there are
no laws currently to prevent the flying of damaged Canadian
flag.

You don’t need a law to know what is just.
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By Stephen Somerville 

I was going by the Seniors' Centre, and on a whim,
decided to drop in to see how the Easter Bunny was doing
getting ready for the kids for the Town's Easter celebrations
this weekend.

I'd run into him in previous years, and he always seemed
to be stressed out about something - too many eggs to
hide, not being done in time, going to the wrong location -
so when I stepped inside the Centre, I was surprised to see
him sitting serene and relaxed, while a bunch of people
scurried around doing all his work.

"Why aren't you hiding these eggs?" I asked, indicating
the big basket beside him.

"I don't need to," he said, pointing to a man placing an
egg on a bookshelf.  "I got help this year."

"I can see that. Wait," I added suspiciously, "you didn't
get the seniors to do it, did you?  All that lifting, and bend-
ing over, and crawling around….that's cruel."

"No, of course not," he said, aghast.  
"You really want to know my secret?" he asked.  As I

nodded and took a seat beside him, he continued; "Here,
take a look in the basket."

I reached in and picked up a bright green egg, with a fine
white pattern on it.

It was very pretty.
But upon closer inspection, I could see the detailing

wasn't a pattern, but writing.
"Vote for Vanessa Long," I quoted.
Then I grabbed a red one, whose detailing revealed a

plea to support Kyle Peterson. 
A dawning realization came over me as I saw all the

eggs were only in shades of orange, purple, red, blue and
green.

"You're advertising the Newmarket-Aurora Federal elec-
tion candidates!" I exclaimed.

"Well, technically, they're advertising themselves," he
replied with a twinkle in his eye. "They paid for all the eggs.

“In fact," he observed, holding up a purple egg, "I think
the Christian Heritage Party blew their entire advertising
budget on these."

"Better yet," he added, waving a hand at the activity in
front of us, "the various parties sent over all their campaign
people to hide them.  Although not very well," he sighed,
indicating a bunch of orange eggs sitting plainly out on the
middle of the floor.  "The parties want them to be found."

"Hey!" he shouted to the lady sporting the NDP button,
who had placed the eggs in the centre of the room. "I
warned you about that. If you don't try harder to hide them,
we may have to reduce the number of orange eggs to be
found this year."

"I'm sorry, it was only temporary," she stammered, hur-

riedly pushing the eggs behind a potted plant with her shoe.
"Why are there so many blue eggs?" I asked. “It seems

unfair that one party should have more than another."
"Oh, the Conservative and Progressive Canadian par-

ties couldn't agree on who would get blue, so they both
used it."  

He pulled a couple out of his basket. "See, this one has
Lois Brown's name on it, and here's one for Dorian Baxter.

Well, you certainly seem to have solved all your prob-
lems for 2011," I admitted.  "But what about next year?"

"Oh, I'll probably be able to do the same thing."
"What do you mean? The next Federal election will be

years from now."
"Not if it's another minority government," he said. "I give

it about a year before the opposition parties gang up on
whomever's voted in, and defeat them on a non-confidence
motion, just like the current government was."

"Then," he smiled, leaning back, and putting his feet up,
"they'll all be back here ready to help out, right in time for
Easter."

I hated to admit it, but the way things go at the Federal
level, he's probably right.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

I am getting off the front porch and coming to see you. 
I'm not sure though, if that should be considered a

promise or a threat.
It is that special time of year again.
No, it is not only the beginning of spring or the start of

the NHL play-offs.
It is much better than that.
The federal election is here!
That means it's time to be visited by your newfound

political friends and their volunteers.
Stop with the groans already - I can hear you from in

front of my computer.
There is nothing in a campaign that beats door-to-door

canvassing.
It is where the action is.
It is that time when the candidates and their emissaries

get to meet the jury, one door at a time. Canvassing pro-
vides feedback, information on issues, moods and voter
priorities.

One can also gain a better understanding of the candi-
date by watching them deal with rejection, tough ques-
tions, voter anger or the occasional embarrassing situa-
tion.

Do all us campaign canvassers a favour - stay home.
Too many times already we have had to place the nota-

tion "Not Home" on our canvass sheets.
It seems that many of you actually have lives.

Please stop going to the movies, the gym, or to pick up
groceries, for the duration of the campaign. The May 2nd
election day is not that far away.

You can go without deodorant or your favourite ice
cream for that long.

So far, I have been erecting lawn signs around Aurora,
but I did have the opportunity to canvass with our candi-
date last weekend.

It was a beautiful Saturday and I canvassed in
Newmarket. 

You get a bit of a different reception at the door when
you are canvassing with the candidate, as opposed to
canvassing by yourself.

Voters obviously like to actually meet and question the
candidate instead of his or her emissaries.

The main issues brought up at the door steps ranged
from the economy, taxes, tax credits, costs associated
with the G-8/G-20 Summit, fighter jets, and health care.

And yes, there were even some questions about coali-
tions!

A plea if I may.
On behalf of canvassers everywhere, Mr. or Mrs.

Homeowner, please make a joint decision on lawn signs. 
It is great to visit a home and receive permission from

the man of the house to erect a sign on the front lawn.
The canvasser then relays this information to the sign

crew and sometime later they come and while they are

putting it up the lawn sign the lady of the house peeks her
head outside the door or comes home and asks the sign
crew what they are doing and who gave them permission. 

The sign crew chief checks his sheet and says your
husband Mr. "X" gave the permission.

Mrs. "X" then proceeds quickly into the house and, after
a few minutes, comes out of the house (usually alone) -
while the husband nervously lurks in the front window par-
tially concealed by the curtains - and says her husband
did not give permission.  

Please do all us volunteers a big favour and among
family discussions about what is appropriate or not for
young Julie to wear to school, and how much lunch money
should little Johnny receive, please collectively decide on
what sign goes up in the front yard. 

That was a paid political announcement from the can-
vassers for a hassle free lawn sign erection environment
(or "CFHFLSEE" for short). 

Maybe, just maybe, Aurorans will collectively surprise
us all and go to the polls in record numbers this May.

Let's hope so as there are a number of important
issues on the table that affect our wonderful community.

And just think, we get to do this all over again in the fall
with the provincial election.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Inside Aurora
By Scott Johnston

El'eggtion Fever

Front Porch
Perspective
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Better teen driver meets 

ntsLet me show you how our Steer Clear
discount can teach your teen better driving 
habits while you save money.

®

bigger discounts

Are you there?
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37 
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* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

 
The New Balance WW846
Available in 2A, B, D and EE

SHOES
EST. 1970

DON’T FORGET – EARN FREE SHOES – JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB! Celebrating our 41st year of business in Aurora.

905-727-9391
14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre

www.omarsshoes.com

A lighter-weight option for a motion control walking shoe, the 846 features a breathable upper,
New Balance's celebrated ROLLBAR® with its outstanding stability, comfortable yet supportive cushioning
and Walking Strike Path® technology to give you a premium shoe focused on wellness from every angle.

Lions punctuation was wrong, wrong
To the editor,

After seeing the same
mistake in a previous edi-
tion being repeated in the
April 12 issue of The
Auroran, I was forced to
take keyboard in hand. 

Before I continue, let me
say this is NOT in retaliation
for all the times my stuff was
sent back by the editor I
worked for in the 1970s.  

(Yes, same editor, differ-
ent paper. Let's see if he
can spot my dulibereight
errurs hear-inn.))

While it is gratifying, I'm

sure, to the members of a
service club of such long-
standing and world-wide
recognition to see their
organization receiving men-
tion, there may have been
some gritting of teeth within
the pride
(pride...lions...group of...get
it?) when reading how their
club's name was being
punctuated.

I realize this is a common
error, seen regularly in
newspapers and various
other publications (perhaps
even that funny little one up
the road) and one that might

seem trivial to some.  
But when it appears in

The Auroran, well, that's
something else altogether
and enough to stop the
presses.

This service club is NOT
a Lion's club nor is it a
Lions' club.

The former denotes a
club belonging to one lion
(growl softly and carry a big
stick?) while the latter indi-
cates a club belonging to (or
consisting of) more than
one lion. (Pass the club,
Leo, this wildebeest is still
moving.)

Neither is correct.  
The proper punctuation,

when referring to the organ-
ization, is no punctuation at
all. 

The Lions Club is a club,
a group, of Lions.  

Neither possessive sin-
gular nor possessive plural
is required or correct.

I know this because I
myself am a former Lion,
and a past president of the
Parry Sound Lions Club, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of my
father and older brother who
held the position before I.  

I would have joined the

Lions when I lived in Aurora
but nobody asked me, so I
instead became a member
of the then-new Aurora-
Newmarket Kiwanis Club.

Remember the great
Kiwanis Oktoberfests put on
in Aurora's original commu-
nity centre in the days of
Ernie Batson?  

Kiwanis! See? There's
another example of no
punctuation being required,
although I'm not sure if there
really exists a creature
called a Kiwani, not that it
matters.  Right is right.

But I digress.
In this latest case the

edatur, of all peeple, who
should know better, perpet-
uated the punctuation prob-
lem.

He might be forgiven,
however, as doubtless his
mind was on other things
that had been long put
behind him, or his behind,
such as Liz Taylor's chair

(God rest her soul).
That revelation was

indeed worth the ink it got
on page 4.

Kinda reminds one of the
lyrics to a Kingston Trio
song "...back to back, belly
to belly...", perhaps
screamed (slurred?) many
years ago in a Yonge Street
(Toronto) pub as Ryerson-
based patrons took turns
keeping Liz's chair warm,
eyes rolled back into their
heads while having dreams
best left unmentioned.

Ron, haven't I seen that
chair in your office?

It could account for the
blank stare.  

Bob Cooke
Orillia
(formerly of Aurora)

EDITOR’S NOTE: You’re
right, as usual, Bob...my
apologies to the Aurora
Lions Club.

Merlin’s Hollow: Open now for 30 years
To the editor,

This year, Merlin’s
Hollow has been open free
to the public, four days a
year, for 30 years.

It is difficult to believe
that myself, but we first
opened in 1981.

Over the years we have
been featured on several
TV stations and radio pro-
grams (one man was driv-
ing in the States when he
heard a description of the
garden on his car radio on
an open day and drove
straight up and visited us).

We have been featured
on several TV and radio
programs and different
magazines have written
lengthy, detailed articles
about the garden, as did
local and national newspa-

pers.
We emigrated to

Canada in 1973 and by
1978 we had saved
enough for a down pay-
ment on this house, built
from a kit in the 30s and on
almost an acre of land.

On our honeymoon we
had visited a large garden
on the Isles of Sicilly and
David had promised to
build me a garden.

Telling this to the elder-
ly real estate agent in
February, she promised
endless perennials.

When the snow melted
we looked out on a flat
square of grass covered
with dandelions.

David designed the gar-
den and built it over 25
years. It is a series of gar-
dens within a garden; a

pond and rock gardens, a
fragrant garden, a large
perennials garden (plants
from a foot to eight feet),
and a winter garden and
woodland beds.

These are bounded by
high hedges so that when
in one garden you have to
walk through an arch to
see what is in the next gar-
den.

We now have more than
2,000 different perennial
plants within the garden.

They were mainly
grown from seed from
regions all over the world
that have a similar climate.

Our gardening students
were amazed at how the
garden could change dra-
matically from one month
to the next, also that it is
just David and I who work

in it.
Thousands of visitors

have enjoyed Merlin’s
Hollow over the years, but
so have many birds, mam-
mals, amphibians and
occasionally snakes (but
they are covert) and with
the diversity of plants
comes a diversity of polli-
nating insects, plus 31
species of butterfly; 84
species of birds, 18 of
which nested in the gar-
den; 17 species of mam-
mal, four species of
amphibians and one rep-
tile.

Earlier this month, David
received a Lt. Governor’s
Lifetime Achievement
Award for protection of
Ontario’s natural heritage.

Many people have said
that seeing our garden has
changed how they have
gardened themselves. It is
an interest that can feed
your body, mind and spirit.
Come and see what it can
do for you.

The garden is open to
the public free of charge
the second Saturday in
May, the second Saturday
in June, the first Saturday
in July and the Sunday of
the following weekend.

Dierdre Tomlinson
Aurora

Canadian Cancer Society
thanks donors, volunteers
To the editor,

From March 29 to April 3,
more than  250 volunteers
with the Holland River unit
of the Canadian Cancer
Society donated their time
selling Hope Daffodils.

This year the weather
was on our side and many
people were out enjoying
the sunshine and Fighting
Back.

Daffodils Days kicks off
Cancer Awareness Month
and our annual Residential
Campaign.

If you want to get one of
our great new daffodil pins
check our fightback.ca web-
site for a list of locations.

As usual, Aurora resi-
dents joined the fight and
almost 20,000 stems found
a home.

We could not do that
without the many volunteers
who made it happen.

I asked a long time vol-
unteer what motivates her
and she said, "it's because
every now and then some-
body looks you in the eye
and says thank-you and you
know they have a cancer
story of their own and you
know they mean it from the
bottom of their heart". 

We would like to recog-
nize the Aurora businesses
who opened their doors to
our volunteers to make this

a successful campaign.
We would also like to

make a special mention of
Skelton Truck lines who
generously stored and
refrigerated our daffodils for
the duration of the cam-
paign.  

Thank you to all our vol-
unteers and donors.

We hope that this year
will bring many new discov-
eries in the fight against
cancer.

Alex Reil
Manager
Holland River Unit
Canadian Cancer
Society
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WANTED 
JUNIOR GOLFERS 

The Optimist club of Aurora will hold its 
4th Annual Optimist Junior Qualifying Golf Tourney 

at 

14 - 15 Years 
16 - 18 Years

To register for the Optimist Club of Aurora 
Junior Golf Tournament, 

you may: 

• Call Greg at (905) 713-2570 
• by e-mail at g_jway@sympatico.ca 

• go to the Aurora Optimist Club website 
www.auroraoptimist.com 

• applications are  also available at 
St. Andrews Valley Golf Club. 

10-11 Years 
12 - 13 Years 

St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club
 
 

All youth (boys and girls) aged 10-18 can compete. 
Eighteen-year-olds must not turn 19 before August 3, 2010. 

Age groups for competition are as follows:

in Aurora on Sunday May 29, 2011.

The registration deadline is May 24

Cost is $70 per golfer which includes 

18 HOLES • LUNCH • PRIZES 

“The Path to 
Classroom Success”

t. 1.888.819.4550
f. 1.888.819.4550
e. info@inspiringtutors.ca
i. www.inspiringtutors.ca

Klees tarnished director’s reputation: trustee
An open letter to Frank

Klees:

I read with dismay your
column published in 
The Auroran March 
28, in which you 
republished excerpts from
the official record 
of the Ontario Legislative
Assembly, the Hansard.

In those comments, alle-
gations of impropriety were
made against the Director of
Education here in York
Region on the basis of infor-
mation received by you from
an anonymous source.

I wish to put the record
straight.

In late 2009, the York
Region District School
Board conducted a Canada
wide search for an educa-
tional leader to serve as our
new Director of Education.

As a result of that exten-
sive search and an intensive
interview process, the
Board of Trustees selected

Ken Thurston, a leader with
exceptional credentials as
an educator and as an edu-
cational leader within
Ontario.

He served as Director of
Policy for the Education
Improvement Commission
in the mid to late 1990's and
as the Superintendent of
Education with system wide
responsibility for school
councils here in the York
Region District School
Board through the early
years of this century.

Immediately prior to
rejoining our Board, he
worked as a Senior
Educational Advisor to the
former Minister of Education
and led the consultations
and preparations for the
passage of Bill 177, the
recent Bill to update and
clarify the governance roles
within the Education Act.

He is, quite simply, one
of Canada's outstanding
educational leaders and one

of the greatest supporters of
the role of trustees in gov-
erning the public education
system within the Province
of Ontario.

Since rejoining our Board
as Director on January 1,
2010, with a mandate for
renewal, Ken Thurston has
taken action far and wide to
change the tone of leader-
ship within the Board and
reset priorities to expand
the Board's focus on stu-
dent achievement and well
being.

There remains plenty of
work to do, and plenty of
work already is in progress
to enable our system to bet-
ter plan and prepare for
both the existing and
emerging challenges that
we face in York Region.

The Trustees’ Multi-Year
Plan, one of the new
requirements of Bill 177, is
already complete. More
announcements regarding
future plans will be made in

due course.
With intimate knowledge

of Bill 177, no one in Ontario
is more familiar with the
responsibilities placed on
trustees and directors of
education within the mod-
ernized Education Act than
Ken Thurston.

As you know, the
Education Act does place
specific limits on the matters
that can be dealt with in pri-
vate meetings of the Board.

Further, the Labour
Relations Act places certain
limits on trustees on the dis-
cussion of matters subject
to collective bargaining.

Two matters have arisen
recently with our Board that
have required the Director
to advise trustees of how
the law would view the
Board's actions, should
actions occur that are cov-
ered by those Acts.

It appears that at least
one trustee felt that this was
the Director taking action to

limit the trustees’ role when
in fact it was the Director
doing his job to remind
trustees of their obligations
under these two Acts.

As the specific trustee
frustrated or offended by
these limits did not make
this concern known to the
Director and has not identi-
fied him or herself, it is not
possible to clarify the specif-
ic situation nor trace which
one of these recent events
led to the misunderstanding.

What is most disturbing
to me is that the reputation
of our new Director, an out-
standing and dedicated
public servant, has been
tarnished by this misunder-
standing and that you did
not confirm your information
sources before making your
comments within the legisla-
ture.

With additional due dili-
gence, you will find that this
educational leader has ded-
icated his life's work to pub-

lic education and that not
only did an impropriety not
occur, he serves our
province and our Board well
through vision, leadership, a
passionate dedication to
public education and a rigid
commitment to upholding
the laws passed in the legis-
lature.

The right thing to do
would be to have the com-
ments recorded within the
Hansard retracted.

I invite you to speak with
myself, the Board Chair and
Director of Education Ken
Thurston if you are in need
of additional information to
satisfy yourself that no
impropriety occurred.

This letter expresses my
own views.

I am not writing on behalf
of the Board.

Gord Kerr
York Region District
School Board Trustee 
Aurora-King

Klees responds to trustee letter
To the editor,

An open letter to Gord
Kerr, trustee, Aurora and
King Township.

I am acknowledging your
letter dated April 6th,
copied to The Auroran in
which you say that you wish
to "put the record straight".

Unfortunately, your letter
only serves to divert atten-
tion from the real issue and
focus of my question in the
legislature and subsequent
column. 

I will once again attempt
to explain my concerns, and
would hope that as an
elected trustee, you would
understand that what is at
issue is your ability and that
of your colleagues to carry
out the responsibilities for
which you were elected.  

First, you incorrectly
state that the information on
which I based my com-
ments in the legislature
were from an anonymous
source.

While I chose to keep
the source confidential, it
was certainly not anony-
mous.

The information was
shared with me by a trustee
who was rightly distraught
at the direction trustees
were given not to meet with
parents in private. 

As I stated to the
Minister in the legislature
and repeated in my column,
this direction is nothing less
than an undermining of the
role of trustees.

The Minister agreed,
and I suggest that parents
who cast their vote for a
trustee to represent them,
agree as well. 

Second, you incorrectly
state that I made allega-
tions of impropriety against
the Director of Education.

At no time did I state
anything other than the
facts. 

I stated that the Director

of Education told trustees
that they are not allowed to
meet with parents in pri-
vate.

I stated that this directive
undermines the role of
trustees as elected repre-
sentatives and I asked the
Minister of Education to
clarify for the director, that
the role of trustees is to
represent the people who
elected them, not to be rub-
ber stamps for the director.

The Minister did that,
and I refer you to the verba-
tim Hansard Record of my
questions and the Minister's
response.

You describe at length,
the director's work experi-
ence with which I am well
familiar.

It is precisely because of
Mr. Thurston's extensive
experience in the field of
education and as policy
advisor to the Minister of
Education that he should be
taking a lead role in ensur-
ing that the role of duly
elected trustees is respect-
ed rather than suppressed. 

While I admire Mr.
Thurston's lengthy resume,
I believe he erred in
attempting to curtail the
freedom of trustees in car-
rying out their mandated
responsibility. 

I draw your attention to
Section 218.1 of the
Education Act (the "Act")
which sets out the duties of
Trustees.

Specifically, paragraphs
(c) and (d) of this Section
read as follows: 

218.1 A member of a
board shall,

(c) consult with parents,
students and supporters of
the board on the board's
multi-year plan under
clause 169.1 (1) (f);

(d) bring concerns of
parents, students and sup-
porters to the attention of
the board;

These sections of the
Act clearly confirm the posi-

tion I have taken in support
of the role of trustees, and I
submit that any attempt to
interfere with these respon-
sibilities would be unlawful.

Third, you further distort
the issue I raised when you
suggest that the provisions
of the Education Act, which
refer to limitations on the
matters that can be dealt
with in private meetings of
the Board, somehow apply
to the issue at hand.

They do not, and both
you and Mr. Thurston are
aware of that. 

Fourth, you are less than
forthright when you refer to
the Labour Relations Act in
this context, because you
leave the impression that
somehow that Act applies to
this issue.

I suspect that you know it
does not.

Any limits on trustees in
the context of the Labour
Relations Act apply strictly
to matters subject to collec-
tive bargaining. 

You represent that the
director's "advice" not to
meet with parents in private
was related to their obliga-
tions under these two Acts.

Nothing could be further
from the truth.

I suggest that it would be

best for Mr. Thurston to
defend himself in this mat-
ter, as he would know that
the references you have
made to provincial statutes
are not even remotely appli-
cable to the circumstances
at hand. 

Finally, I find it discon-
certing that your under-
standing of legislation relat-
ing to your role as trustee is
so limited. I also find it dis-

appointing that you would
defend what amounts to
nothing short of the under-
mining of your role as a
duly elected trustee. 

The right thing to do
would be to revisit the rea-
son you decided to run for
the position of School
Board Trustee, which I
assume was to act on
behalf of the people who
put their trust in you to rep-

resent them on the impor-
tant issues of education. 

I would be more than
pleased to meet with the
Director of Education, the
Board Chair and trustees to
discuss the duties of
trustees as set out in the
Education Act as refer-
enced above. 

Frank Klees, MPP
Newmarket-Aurora
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She says thanks to Auroran editor
To the editor,

This is an open letter to
Mr. Wallace (call me Ron)
the editor of The Auroran,
and until recently, the propri-

etor of R & R Book Store.
Anyone who lives in

Aurora and reads his news-
paper can readily see that he
loves the town and cares
about its past, present and

future.
Ron does his best each

week to inform, amuse and
sometimes disturb his read-
ers and this is what the editor
of a local paper should do.  

I want to personally thank
Ron Wallace publicly for his
support when I wrote -
“Aurora 1945 to 1965: An
Ontario Town at a Time of
Great Change”.

Without his interest in the
project, and his taking on the
task of distributing the book
at R & R Books, the manu-
script would never have been
in print. 

Thank you, Ron, for being
a person I could count on and
for allowing me to present a
picture of the post W.W. II
years of Aurora.

I appreciated your assis-
tance greatly and I want your
readers to know about this
helpful and very kind act.  

Elizabeth Hearn Milner
Bracebridge

ED. NOTE: Thank you for
the kind words, but you
need to know that the
bookstore, while it may not
have a bricks and mortar
location, is not dead. It lives
under the name Aurora
Used Books and its inven-
tory may be found on line
at www.abebooks.com.
And watch for a new book-
store to open in Aurora
soon.

To the editor,

The Friends of Petch
House are pleased that a
motion was adopted at the
April 12th Aurora Council
Meeting asking Town Staff,
particularly the Parks
Manager, to take a look at
saving the Petch House. We
are confident that we can
work together to make this
happen in a practical and
economical manner that
respects the original intent of
the project as presented to
Council in 2008 and pre-
serves the historical signifi-
cance of the House.

The Friends are close to
making available to Town
Staff a restoration proposal
and business plan that allows
a number of partners and
stakeholders to work togeth-
er while, at the same time,
emphasizing education, her-
itage awareness, and com-
munity involvement. Working
in this fashion opens the door
to various forms of assis-
tance, both financial and in-
kind.

It gives the Petch House
the scope it requires.

The Friends of Petch
House invite you to continue
monitoring our progress by
checking our website at
www.petchhouseaurora.ca.

We look forward to meet-
ing you at the Farmers’
Market, beginning Saturday,
May 7th and answering any
of your questions about the
project.

Katherine Belrose
Aurora

No horse poop
at Aurora show
To the editor,

I really enjoyed the
Aurora Home Show this
year, partly because I wasn’t
there to sell anything but as
a representative of the non-
profit, Hospice King-Aurora.

In past years I have done
a lot of Home Shows, includ-
ing the first Markham Home
Show – where all the
exhibitors had to clean-up
horse poo (I seem to have a
running shi—y theme in my

musings lately) before we
set up as the horse show
had just finished and if you
had an intricate booth,
needing at least a full day to
set-up – you got a shovel,
cleaned up and then the
organizers brought in straw
for the floor.

K i n d a  m a k e s  t h e
we l l - o rgan i zed  Au ro ra
Community Centre a dream
for exhibitors with carpeted
floors, hydro, and clean
areas!

Kudos to all the volun-
teers, especially the traffic
volunteers on Saturday
morning as the pouring rain
literally put a damper on the
festivities and made essen-
tial close parking at a premi-
um.

For those of us who were
personing our booths this
lull, due to the inclement
weather, provided us with
time to peruse the other
booths and catch-up with
old friends and acquaintanc-
es.

I spoke with Diane
Buchanan (of this paper)
there representing the
Optimist Club along with
other members, spent a little
time with Kim Dunn (Molly
Maid) talking about our
monthly euchre game and,
of course, spring cleaning,
Danny Merlino (Distinct
Interiors) about changing
Oak Ridges, Scott & Tasha,
at the St. John Therapy Dog
booth (both of my dogs are
therapy dogs), the reps. at
the Barron booth, and last
but not least bought my cof-
fee from Green River and
m y  
“fraktals”, both of which I
just cannot resist.

Being a chit chatty per-
son by nature, I probably
talked to a representative at
most every booth and if not,
I at least said “Hi” to every-
one I encountered.

Once again, the Aurora
Home Show remains tops
on my list to volunteer at
and attend!

Good going, Aurora
Chamber of Commerce.

See you next year.

Bonnie Tiffin
Oak Ridges

Lawyer’s comments have no factual base: reader
An open letter to Mayor

Geoffrey Dawe, 

A particular sentence in
the Executive Summary writ-
ten by George Rust-D'Eye
under date of March 8, 2011
is, in my opinion, without factu-
al foundation and is therefore
not credible.

If I am wrong I would ask
you to provide the facts that

support it.
"Council was concerned

that the statements, if defama-
tory and left unchallenged,
would adversely impact the
public interest, undermine
public confidence in municipal
government and government
officials, and disrupt the effi-
cient functioning of Town
Council."

This last "concern" is

“Friends” OK
with motion

laughable, as you well know.
The Town Council hadn't

functioned efficiently through-
out its term.

During the Quebec crisis
41 years ago, Prime Minister
Pierre Trudeau used the
words "apprehended insur-
rection" in describing the then
situation, proclaimed the War
Measures Act and sent thou-
sands of troops into the
province, most of them to
Montreal, Quebec City and
also into Ottawa where they
guarded Parliament Hill.

The Canadian Constitution

and all civil liberties were sus-
pended.

I use this example from our
recent past because the sen-
tence used by Mr. Rust-D'Eye
would have been applicable in
1970.

It requires a huge stretch
of the imagination to believe
that Aurora's Council was
under siege, with public confi-
dence in it being undermined
and that there was any disrup-
tion to its efficient functioning.

Language is a powerful
tool and it must be used care-
fully in order to express clear-

ly and accurately its message.
Mr. Rust-D'Eye's sentence

does not express care, clarity
or accuracy.

It is a disgrace to have it as
a part of Aurora's history.

Future generations might
look at this document and
wonder about the small-mind-
ed people who held elected
office at the time.

They might also ask what
author made a mountain out
of a molehill. 

George Hervey
Aurora
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VEHICLE PRICING IS NOW EASIER TO UNDERSTAND BECAUSE ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE FREIGHT, 
PDI AND MANDATORY GOVERNMENT LEVIES. Prices do not include applicable taxes and PPSA. 

Consumers may be required to pay up to $799 for Dealer fees.***

SIERRA
CREW CAB 4WD NEVADA EDITION

$29,398*
PURCHASE PRICE

INCLUDES FREIGHT, PDI, FEES, $7,500 CASH CREDIT♦
& $1,000 ACCESSORIES CASH ALTERNATIVE♦♦

AIR • AUTO • G80-AUTOMATIC LOCKING DIFFERENTIAL 
• TRAILERING SPECIAL EQUIPMENT PACKAGE

SLE Crew Cab 4WD with Chrome Accessories Package 
and 20-in. Chrome-clad Aluminum Wheels††

REDEMPTION 
ALLOWANCES† RANGE 
FROM $700 – $2000

SLT2-Model Shown††

ASK US ABOUT LEASING A NEW GMC

$27,998*
PURCHASE PRICE

INCLUDES FREIGHT, PDI, FEES, $7,500 CASH CREDIT♦ 
& $1,000ACCESSORIES CASH ALTERNATIVE♦♦

OFFER INCLUDES
GM OWNER

LOYALTY BONUS♠

AIR • AUTO • G80-AUTOMATIC 
LOCKING DIFFERENTIAL

ASK YOUR DEALER 
ABOUT LEASING

DOWN

$0

$2,200

$4,400

MONTHLY

$449

$398

$348

LEASE MONTHLY AT

$348 4.99%

$4,400 DOWN PAYMENT. $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT. TAXES NOT INCLUDED. 
OFFERS INCLUDE FREIGHT, PDI, LEVIES, $1,000 ACCESSORIES CASH ALTERNATIVE♦♦

FOR 48 
MONTHS▼▼

OFFER INCLUDES
GM OWNER

LOYALTY BONUS♠

PL
US

IN CHROME ACCESSORIES▼

(ON MOST SIERRA 1500)

$1,500
OR UP TO

$1,000
UP TO

IN OPTIONS & ACCESSORIES♦♦ CASH CREDITS♦

$7,500
UP TO

20¢ OFF      PER LITRE
OF GAS FOR

 5000LITRES1

TERRAIN SLE
SIERRA EXT. CAB
NEVADA EDITION
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Rec Cycle N’ Sports!
15483 Yonge St. Aurora, across from Howard Johnson Hotel 

Main Location:

up toup to

905-841-5757

BMX • Freestyle • Dirt

Available at:

25% OFF25% OFF

Equipment cleaning 
on the premises.

BIKE CLEARANCEBIKE CLEARANCE

BECAUSE IT ’S NOT YOUR 
GAME THAT STINKS...

...it’s your  GEAR!

Begin your season by getting your gear cleaned,

From From 
Approx. one hour turnaround

2929$ 9999

SPRING TUNE-UPS – ONLY $39.99 + parts & tax

The Aurora Chamber of Commerce
would like to thank the following

sponsors for a very successful Home Show:

The Aurora Chamber of Commerce
Helping to make Aurora a better place to prosper!
905-727-7262 www.aurorachamber.on.ca

1-866-980-8037 • 15783 YONGE ST., AURORA AUTO CAMPUS •www.highlandgm.com

• Manufacturer’s warranty
• 150 + point inspection
• 30-day/2500 km no-hassle
exchange privilege

• 24-hour roadside assistance
WELLINGTON EAST Aurora

YO
N
G
E
ST
.

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD

Available at

LEASING
IS

BACK
Bay Street Service,  

Aurora Prices! 

GGAR DINE R  MILLE R  AR NOLD L L P  
B AR R I S TE R S  &  S OL IC I TOR S  
 
Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 

G A M 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel: 416-363-2614 Fax: 416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-4704 (Aurora Line) 

Gerry Miller 
Managing Partner 

This Month’s
Business Features
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OUR ANNUAL TRUCKLOAD SALE - APRIL 29, 30 & May 1

905-713-2317

WELLINGTON STREET EAST

Y
O

N
G

E
S

T.

MARY
STREET

In
d.

P
kw

y S.

H
W

Y
40

4

Don Smith

75 Mary Street, Aurora

75 Mary Street, Aurora L4G 1G3                                 (905) 713-2317

• Chemicals  •  Spas  •  Solar  Blankets •  Solar  Rol lers  •  Pumps & Fi l ters  •  Toys & Inf latables 
•  Heaters •  Automatic Cleaners •  Above-Ground Pools  •  Maintenance Equipment •  Salt  Systems

BOOK YOUR 
POOL OPENING NOW!

Order your 

ABOVE-GROUND 

NOW!

INGROUND 
LINER 

INSTALLATIONS
FOR ALL TYPES 

OF POOLS

2011
SPAS
NOW ON SALE

POOL

Second location now open: 213-225 The Queensway S., Unit 4, Keswick 905-535-2317

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

THE BACKYARD POOL & SPA COMPANY LTD
Celebrating 18 years in business



Open Road BMW 
87 Mulock Drive, 

Newmarket 
(just east of Yonge St.)

1-888-295-8714

www.openroadbmw.ca

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

AURORA MINOR 
HOCKEY ASSOCIATION www.richmondhillsubaru.com

11645 Yonge Street 
Richmond Hill

(905) 883-3555

Aurora Minor
Hockey Association

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING
2011/2012 REGISTRATION

In-House Registration dates:
April 20, 27 and May 4, 11, 18, 25

AMHA Office at ACC1 -- 7:00 – 9:00 pm

Please refer to our website www.auroraminorhockey.net for further information.  

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY!
Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players

registered on or before June 30, 2011.
We will not add teams in September

REGISTRATION fees for the 2011/2012 season are: 

$500.00 Players born 1997 through 2005*
$535.00 Players born 1991 through 1996
$  50.00 Late fee effective June 1 – 30, 2011
$100.00 Late fee effective July 1, 2011
$  50.00 Non-Resident Fee (if applicable)

*Tyke players born in 2004 and 2005 must submit a copy of a birth certificate. It is recommended that 2005 players have either
taken skating lessons or completed one year of Opti Hockey.

A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players.

Late fees do not apply to new registrants.

Fees may be paid in 3 instalments of 1/3 each, dated April 15, 2011, June 15, 2011 and August 15, 2011.

Full refunds will be issued to anyone withdrawing prior to September 1, 2011.

Players MUST be registered PRIOR to any tryouts for AAA or any AMHA rep team.

AMHA tryouts begin April 30, 2011.
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 Used Books 
95 Edward St., Aurora • 905-727-3300 R&R

STORE CLOSING SALE
We are closing our doors at this location. We’d rather sell it than pack it.

ALL Hardcovers 

the lowest marked price. 

Trade Paperbacks 

Sale on until the end of May or while quantities last. 

Open Tuesday – Saturday 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., Sunday Noon – 4 p.m.

1  
This week Cookbooks lowest marked price

 off 50%

 off 50%Fiction 
&

Biographies 
onlyea.$

New Specials Each Week 
This week...

Mr. Garbe in his report.
"No such use has been
identified by staff.

"In June 2010, council
ident i f ied the former
l ibrary and former
seniors'  centre as
excess to its needs. The
acquisition of the former
Wells Street Publ ic
School would add to the
inventory of bui ldings
without a defined pur-
pose. Oppor tunit ies to
rent some of the space
(as is the case with the
former library and former
seniors’ centre) out
would be l imited
because of the building's
current condition."

The repor t notes that
the school board has
deemed par ts of the
building unsafe.

A structural  sound-
ness study has indicated
that the floor is no longer
connected to the wall in
cer tain sections of the
building.

Mr. Garbe said the
school board's cost esti-
mate to make the build-
ing structural ly sound
somewhere between $1
million and $2 million. 

"Addit ional funds
would be required to
make the building usable
for a specific purpose,"
he said. 

While Mr. Garbe said
the Town cannot come
up with a use for the
building, he is keen to

emphasize in his repor t
that the Town controls
the future use of the
bui lding "through the
grant ing of planning
approvals",  specif ical ly
as the site is zoned for
institutional use such as
a day care centre or a
religious institution.

The Town also has
controls through her-
itage designation.

"In addition to control-
ling the land use through
zoning, the former Wells
Street Public School is
designated as being of
Histor ical  and
Architectural  Value or
Interest under [ the
Ontar io Her itage Act],"
he said.

"Being designated
under the Ontar io
Heritage Act means that
no owner of designated
proper ty shall alter the
proper ty or permit any
alteration if it is likely to
affect its heritage attr ib-
utes as identified in the
designation by-law. Any
alterations, demolition or
removal of a structure
wil l  require counci l
approval."

The School Board
noti f ied the Town this
Spr ing that they were
putting the site on the
market with the provision
that the Town would have
the right of first refusal,
i f  they expressed an
interest in purchasing
the building.

Wells St. School fails to impress Town
From page 1

THE AURORAN, Week of April 19, 2011 - 13



14 - THE AURORAN, Week of April 19, 2011

Aurora Based Real Estate Brokerage

Matthew Handley
Owner & Broker of Record

- Over $800 Million in Transactions
- Attended Law School in the US
- Gov. Registered Broker of Record

Residential & Commercial Real Estate Brokerage
Bexhill Realty Inc., Brokerage

“I will provide you with Honest,
Straight Forward Advice, a

clear Marketing Plan and de-
liver a Sale of your home for

Top Market Value”

We Provide a Professional Home Stager
FREE to All Our Listing Clientswww.bexhillrealty.com

Tel. 905 503 1737

COLLISION CENTRES
Proudly serving Aurora
and surrounding areas.

23 Allaura Blvd., Aurora  905-727-6900
INSURANCE APPROVED

Family owned & operated since 1981
with over 100 years of combined experience.

FAN MAN
Fabulous Lighting with 
4,000 sq. ft. of showroom

 
Thurs. Fri. Sat. 10am - 5pm

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

CLEAR OUTS ON SALE
www.thefanman.ca

CompletePets.caCompletePets.ca

Hi, it's Greg Foster letting you know about an amazing service program for all pet owners. It is
called Complete Pets.

At Complete Pets, we offer all the national brands of pet food and accessories with the added
convenience of FREE HOME DELIVERY.

That’s right, the same products you are currently using at competitive prices with the added
value of free home delivery.

No more running out of food at the worst of times or carrying those heavy bags. We do all the
work for you.

All you have to do is pick your product, pick your schedule and let us do the rest.
As an incentive to sign up, we are offering a free air tight pet food container to ensure your food

stays fresh and healthy, value $40.00 AND your chance to win free pet food for 1 year up to
$1000.00.

For all your pets' needs, big or small, at Complete Pets, we have it all.
To take advantage of Free Home Delivery of your pet food, please contact Greg Foster at  905-

717-6707 or call our 1-888-521-5311 or visit our website at www.completepets.ca.
Greg Foster and his family moved to Aurora in 1999 when they purchased M & M Meat Shops.

They will continue to operate M & M Meat Shops as Greg expands into his new business venture
called Complete Pets. Greg plans to build Complete Pets on the foundations of quality service, great
products, competitive prices and being an active supporter of community events within Aurora.

I look forward to meeting you around town.

Sincerely,
Greg Foster, Franchisee Aurora / King, Complete Pets  

WOW, AN EXCITING NEW SERVICE HAS COME TO AURORA!

opinion it was not called
according to our procedural
bylaw and the municipal act
requirements.

"If I had stayed at the
meeting I would not have
been able to vote and that is
taken as a negative vote and
as I am in support of paying
former Mayor Morris' legal
fees, I didn't want to show it as
a negative vote so I had to
leave the table."

That too failed to get off
the launching pad. 

With the agenda approved
and presentations made,
councillors pulled two items
from the agenda in addition to
six notices of motion that
required introductions from
the relevant councillors.

Around the 9.30 mark,
councillors finished their dis-
cussions and went into new
business, after an evening
that began over three hours
earlier with a Special Council
on safe workplaces legisla-
tion. Apparently some coun-
cillors were feeling the hour.

"I don't know if it has to be

Councillors clash
From page 1

Local mayors have issued a
challenge to one another in an
effort to do their part to help raise
money for Southlake Regional
Health Centre at the A & B
Courier Run for Southlake.

The A & B Courier Run for
Southlake takes place Sunday,
May 1, from the Aurora
Community Centre.

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe of
Aurora, Mayor Virginia Hackson
of East Gwillimbury, Mayor
Robert Grossi of Georgina,
Mayor Steve Pelligrini of King
Township, Mayor Tony Van
Bynen of Newmarket and their
councils have challenged one
another to create their own
teams, involve the largest num-
ber of constituents and to raise
the most money for the commu-
nity hospital.

At stake are regional brag-

Big run set for May 1 in Aurora

The Aurora Master Ducks attended the "All OUT Swim 2011" meet at the University of Toronto Athletic
Centre last week. Attending were, front row, left to right, Sue Deacon, Cheryl Stewart, Tanya Sudy, Eric
Oliver, Andrew Mitchell, Tom Leger and Christine Spicer; second row, Nancy Black, Melony Teague,
Elizabeth Moultray, Jim Moultray, Delfina Traxler and Sara Thomerson; back row, Dorothy Hall, Janet
Mitchell, Jamie Farkas, Carol Chappell and Judy Iannucci.

ging rights for an entire year
and, more meaningfully, raising
vitally needed funds for
Southlake's priority needs,
including a second Magnetic
Resonance Imaging (MRI)
Machine, and routine hospital
equipment, like mattresses,
wheelchairs and IV poles.  

"The leadership of York
Region understands just how
important Southlake is as a
Regional Health Centre," said
Steve Hinder, Chair of the Run
for Southlake. "We know that
the example they set will be
instrumental in encouraging
others to raise money and par-
ticipate as a community of com-
munities."

That example is resonating
with the community as more
than 40 teams have already
registered.

As host for the event,
Aurora's mayor is eager to help
out and to welcome everyone to
his town.

"As this Region continues to
grow, we must all work to
ensure that our hospital is able
to keep pace with the demands
of the community," he said.
"Raising money for Southlake
allows us to help invest in the
future of our health care." 

Those interested in pledging
support for individual walk-
ers/runners or teams participat-
ing in the A & B Courier Run for
Southlake, can contribute
directly online by visiting
www.runforsouthlake.ca. 

An event such as this does
not happen without teamwork.

"I want to thank our wonder-
ful committee and dedicated
volunteers," said Mr. Hinder. "I

also want to thank all of our gen-
erous sponsors". 

The entire community is
encouraged to attend the 2011
Run for Southlake and 'Spend
the Day Your Way'.

With four unique routes to
choose from, including a 5K
Walk/Run, 10K Walk/Run, half
marathon and the Mini Mile - as
well as the Minto KidZone for the
little ones - there is something
for everyone.

For more information about
the run or to pledge your support
for participants, visit:
www.runforsouthlake.ca or
phone 905-836-7333.

a notice of motion, but on
evenings when council starts
early and it is the supper
hour, I would appreciate hav-
ing something very small to

eat like a pizza, just some-
thing to help us work through
the meetings as efficiently as
possible," noted Councillor
Gaertner.

7 Lacey Court, Aurora
905-727-3311

www.blessaurora.com

CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

INVITES YOU TO 
CELEBRATE EASTER 

WITH THEM
April 21st 

Maundy Thursday service at 7:00 p.m.

April 22nd
Good Friday service at 7:00 p.m.

April 23rd 
Saturday at 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Children under 14 years of age are invited to 
Spring Fun and Easter Egg Hunt.

April 24th
Easter Sunday service at 10:30 a.m. 

preceded by Easter pancake breakfast at 9:00 a.m.



vote for the Green Party would
benefit the bottom line of
Newmarket-Aurora voters.

Starting with what she
describes as a "revenue neu-
tral tax shift", under a Green
Party government, one could
expect a reduction in income
taxes and payroll taxes, while
other items, such as "luxury
SUVs" would become more

expensive because they
cause "an intensive use of
resources. They would also
raise the income tax cut-off to
$20,000.

"You would still be paying
less income tax so you would
end up with more money in
your pocket, which would give
you a choice of where you
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 Fantastic Selection of 
   Children’s Shoes!!
                 Available in wide widths.

The New Balance KG632

SHOES
EST. 1970

DON’T FORGET – EARN FREE SHOES – JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB! Celebrating our 41st year of business in Aurora.

905-727-9391
14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre

www.omarsshoes.com

Fantastic Sel
   Children’s S
                          Available in wide 

The New B

This lightweight shoe is perfect for your child’s all-day play.

Our staff has gone through in-depth training to ensure

children’s feet are properly fitted for comfort and proper growth.

When opportunity knocks, you often need 
quick access to capital. 
Did you know that there are 
ways to retain control of your 
capital and save tax using life 
insurance? Talk to me today 
about insurance strategies that 
can help you take advantage 
of growth opportunities as 
they arise.

Visit my new website:   jenniferchristensen.com 
Please call for upcoming seminar information

Jennifer Christensen, B.A. CFP, CDFA, TEP

Ph. 905-726-8236

Grow your business, protect your wealth.

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

Progressive Canadian candidate Dorian Baxter, left, is pictured in his campaign
office Thursday with party leader, and former Federal cabinet minister Sinclair
Stevens under the watchful eye of Sir John A. Macdonald. The Progressive
Canadian party describes itself as "the original party" of Canada's first Prime
Minister, a party which has been "assaulted" by today's Conservative party.

Local Green Party Candidate Vanessa Long is pictured outside a cafe on Main
Street, Newmarket, following an interview with The Auroran. Following the
interview, Ms. Long was heading off on another round of neighbourhood door
knocking.                                                                   Auroran photos by Brock Weir

If Dorian Baxter gets elected, he
will be thorn in government’s side

Green Party candidate
says residents are angry

The name Dorian Baxter
has become synonymous
with politics in Newmarket-
Aurora, for better or worse, in
recent years. 

Whether you see him as
an unlikely political candi-
date, a crusader for social
justice, a religious leader, or
even if you can't get past the
occasional Elvis jumpsuit,
Mr. Baxter has become
omnipresent in the local polit-
ical arena, keeping his office
doors open since 2003. 

When The Auroran sat
down with him at his Davis
Drive campaign office last
Thursday, and as we settled
in to talk about his campaign
and local issues, his pride in
the fact that the doors haven't
closed was evident. 

"My whole thrust is to sim-
ply say to the people of
Newmarket-Aurora, know
that I have been running
since 2003," he said. "My
office has never closed. Most
people run, if they don't make
it, they shut down the office
and lick their wounds. I have
continued to run all the way
through and will continue to
do so."

If elected, Mr. Baxter
promises to donate half of his
Parliamentary salary to
endeavours targeted at fight-
ing poverty in Newmarket-
Aurora.

But to get there, of course,
he has to win over the voters
of both Aurora and
Newmarket.

This time around, his
message has a familiar ring
to it: it is time to get Stephen
Harper out of Ottawa. Upon
being asked the blunt ques-
tion of why he is hitting the
campaign trail once again,
his answer is simple: "I am
saying that no Canadian I
have ever met is happy with
deceit and betrayal."

Still reeling from how the
present Conservative Party
came into being in 2004 in a
merger between the
Canadian Alliance, the for-
mer Reform Party, and the
Progressive Conservative
Party of Canada, Mr. Baxter
said he represents the "origi-
nal party of John A.
Macdonald, the party which
was assaulted by the

Canadian Reform Alliance."
His laundry list of griev-

ances against the
Conservative government is
varied, ranging from "broken
promises" to "fraudulent
behaviour", as well as aimed
at incumbent candidate Lois
Brown.

"She has become a shill
for Stephen Harper," said
Mr. Baxter on Ms. Brown.
"The records show in the last
couple of years that she has
only mentioned Newmarket-
Aurora three times, and
Aurora maybe four times,
and when she gets up to
speak, she spends two or
three minutes identifying
herself and then hands over
and says something like,
'Now I would like Mr.
Flaherty to tell us what he is
doing.' Newmarket-Aurora is
not being represented."

While he said he can
understand why some peo-
ple may think he is more
anti-Stephen Harper than
pro-anything else, he said he
is running to restore the
vision of the Progressive
Conservative Party and also
be an advocate for issues
that are close to his vision for
Canada - including improved
infrastructure, better funding

for post-secondary educa-
tion, improved quality of life
for veterans, and looking
towards the Commonwealth
for economic prosperity. 

"I have two precious
daughters and raised them
on my own, but unfortunate-
ly on a minister's salary, I
could not afford their univer-
sity fees," he said. "They
both had to go on OSAP. My
younger daughter emerged
with $30,000 [debt] for get-
ting her two degrees. One of
our major platforms on the
local and national level is
that the Federal government
must start to fund university
education.

"Albeit, there may be pro-
visos in there as we obvious-
ly want to fund serious stu-
dents, so there would proba-
bly be some qualification in
there to get over 70 per cent
and to maintain an average
that is high enough to war-
rant Federal funding."

Supporting veterans
when they return is also
important for Mr. Baxter and
the Progressive Canadian
Party.

Citing a number of ways
the party claim veterans
have been "abused" by the

Please see page 16

Please see page 16

As Newmarket-Aurora
Green Party Candidate
Vanessa Long has been
knocking on doors in recent
days, she has found residents
are angry the country is in an
election and are "lost" at where
to turn to; and when making a
pitch that the Green Party is
the party for them, it seems
one roadblock keeps coming
up.

"Voters say to me, 'I would
totally vote for you, I love your
platform, I love your leader, but
you don't have a chance,' and
I'm like, 'Dude, if everybody
who said that just voted for me,
I would totally win," said Ms.
Long, a native of Oakville, who
has lived in places as far apart
as Port Hawkesbury, Nova
Scotia and Calgary, Alberta.

She settled in Newmarket-
Aurora in 2002.

"Right now I think we have
a false choice between the
'blue' party and the 'red' party.
They campaign differently.
They promise different things,
but when they get into govern-
ment they do pretty much the
same thing. We have a really
solid platform and I hear peo-
ple are scared. They're work-
ing harder than ever just to
stay in the same place."

According to Ms. Long, a
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Dinner for

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O. 

15229 Yonge St., Aurora Just south of Wellington. 
Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

4 -4 -SPECIALSPECIAL 3232$$ 9595

Serving Aurora for 41 years.
Best Chinese Food in Town!

Our MENU is NOW ON-LINE

Under MOON GARDEN on

yellowpages.ca
Business Hours 

Mon. - Closed (Except Holidays) Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am - 11pm
Fri. 11:30am - 12pm Sat. 4pm - 12pm  Sun. 4pm -11pm

Took Driver Training  
and still can’t drive?

We can help!
For more information about our individual 

driving lessons (standard or automatic) 
and our road test packages  
call 905-726-4132 or email: 
aurora@youngdrivers.com

Next Young Drivers course (in-class/in-car) 
in Aurora starts January 31st  

(two weekends).
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uoMay 7 - 2 weekends 
May 28 - 2 weekends

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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Celebrate Easter

Trinity Anglican Church Aurora
79 Victoria St. Aurora

(905) 727-6101  www.trinityaurora.ca

April 21, Maundy Thursday 7:30 pm

April 22, Good Friday 10 am
(Includes children’s program)

April 23, Easter Vigil 7:30 pm

April 24, Easter Sunday
8 am 9:15 & 11 am  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Harper Government, PC
leader and former cabinet
minister Sinclair Stevens,
who sat in on parts of The
Auroran's interview, said it is
not enough to simply give
soldiers money as their serv-
ice requires a "whole mental
shift."

"When they come back,
the state has got an obliga-
tion to them," said Mr.
Stevens.

Citing recent remarks
made by their Party's
Veterans Affairs critic, retired
Colonel Pat Stogran, Mr.
Baxter said, "It is a covenant
between the nation and sol-
dier and the agreement is we
would look after them."

For the Progressive
Canadian Party, increasing
prosperity is paramount and
Mr. Stevens said their
Prosperity Canada platform
is based on the premise that
a workforce has to be pro-
ductive as possible.

According to him, a resi-
dent came into the office the
previous day and told how
his job with Steelcase was
eliminated after the company
moved much of its operation
to Mexico. 

The Party would also shift
trade to countries within the
English speaking
Commonwealth such as
India and Pakistan, and
countries within the
Francophonie to make
Canada a distribution arm
and increase the Country's
economic potential.

Seniors would also have a
friend in the party as they
seek to put in a clear index to
maintain standard of living for
pensions, they said.

But how can one, two, or
even a handful of
Progressive Canadians
elected to the House of
Commons make a differ-
ence?

"At the present time we
can hope for one or two
seats," said Mr. Baxter. "Let's
say I get in. What am I going
to do? I'm going to be a real

want to spend it," she said. "If
I was on disability, or EI, or
any sort of fixed income, sen-
iors, veterans - what [the
Government is] doing to vet-
erans just irritates me so
much. 

"If you are on any sort of
fixed income like that you
would have more money with
the Green Party because
those people are being
forced to live in poverty and
we think that is unaccept-
able."

Improving infrastructure is
also a key plank in the Green
platform, and of particular rel-
evance, Ms. Long said, one of
the biggest issues locally is
improving the GO connection
to Toronto and making it eas-
ier and more efficient for driv-
ers to taper off from relying so
heavily on their vehicles. 

"It will be more expensive
to drive with the Green Party
because gas will be more
expensive," she said. "Gas is
going to get more expensive
anyway. We need to start put-
ting the infrastructure in place
so that people have the
choice not to use their cars
every day."

This can partly be
achieved through improving
local bike infrastructure, as
well as infrastructures for
trails and so forth. 

With a heavy emphasis on
eliminating poverty so people
can live with "dignity", dignity
for seniors is also an impor-
tant component to the Green
Party platform. 

"Dignity to me means no
shame," said Ms. Long. "We
have a shame-based system.
We have to be destitute to get
help and you are interrogated
and shamed because you
are in that situation.

"We also support for sen-
iors the right to a living will
and the right to decide how or
when to end their lives. We
support that. We believe that
seniors deserve that choice."

Their campaign for "digni-
ty" also extends to serving
soldiers and veterans.

While Ms. Long said mili-
tary spending is a "sticky
part" of being Green as the
party prioritizes non-violence,
she said the Green Party is
"committed to ensuring peo-
ple who serve and offer their
lives are protected when they
are in the theatre and when
they come home."

Ms. Long rejected the
Conservative Government's
measure to move away from
lifetime support for veterans
towards a lump sum pay-
ment, something she said

nuisance. I'm going to be a
thorn in the side of whatever
government gets in because
I will be pressing so hard for
Canadian manufacturing, I
will be pressing so hard for a
paradigm shift."

For those who may think
his Elvis persona could
detract from his message,
that people might not take
him as seriously as the other
candidates in this race, Mr.
Baxter doesn't have a firm
answer. 

"What I find interesting is
the first time I ran, I hyped up
the Elvis motif, and I got the
largest number of votes I
ever had," he said. "When I
tried to hype it down, I got the
lowest. When I said, okay, it
is just a hobby, which it is, I
came up a bit more. It really
has provided me with a much
higher profile than I have
had. 

"My biggest plus is my
tenacity, the fact I'm still
here."

When he took up boxing
in his youth in Kenya, Mr.
Baxter's mother gave him
words of encouragement,
despite opposing his wish to
enter the ring, which he said
still sticks with him to this day.

"When she knew I was
going to box, she sat me
down and said, 'Son, if you
must box remember it is
never the size of the dog in
the fight, it is always the size
of the fight in the dog.'"

From page 15

Dorian Baxter

Vanessa Long 
ensures disabled veterans will
live in poverty for the rest of
their lives.

The Green Party, she said,
wants the best trained, best
equipped troops and though
they plan on rolling back mili-
tary spending to 2005 rates,
people must question the pri-
orities of what Canadian
troops should be doing. 

"Would we still buy F35s
that are stealth fighters
designed to slip in under
radars, bomb a country, and
get back before they know
what has happened?" she
asked rhetorically. "Probably
not. Stealth bombing is not
really part of making the world
a better place and it is not
about defending our borders
either."

While there is still work cut
out for the Green Party in con-
vincing voters they are a viable
alternative to the Liberals and
Conservatives, from Ms.
Long's perspective, it is difficult
to pitch the party as either a
left-wing or a right-wing party. 

That paradigm is mostly
based on economics, she said,
and a "Z axis" would more
accurately reflect the party.

Some view the party's
views on the environment as
being on the left wing of the
scale, while still others view
party leader Elizabeth May as
a social conservative based on
comments made about abor-
tion, something Ms. Long
insists was taken out of con-
text.

"Someone in a different rid-
ing told me that the Green
Party doesn't support women,"
said Ms. Long. "Really? Our
leader is a woman and I am in
it. [Ms. May] was talking to a
group of nuns who were,
understandably, quite anti-
abortion and what she said
was very similar to what Bill
Clinton said in the States  --
nobody likes abortion. 

"There isn't a Facebook
page where you can click 'Like'
because you think it is really
cool. That is what she meant
when she said she doesn't like
abortion. Ideally you would
have a society where people
felt supported enough, they
weren't the victims of violent
crime, and they could choose
whether or not to get pregnant.
We don't have that. 

"We have a society where
women end up pregnant and
don't want to give birth. The
Green Party, Elizabeth, and

me, and all of us would never,
ever support any policy that
restricts the right of access to
a safe, legal abortion by any
woman who wanted it. Period.
Elizabeth is not anti-choice at
all and neither am I."

Another controversy sur-
rounding the Green Party dur-
ing this campaign was the
decision to exclude Ms. May
from the Federal Leaders’
debates, which were broad-
cast last week nation-wide.

Looking ahead to May 2,
Ms. Long is of two schools of

thought on whether that hin-
dered the campaign locally.

"I will let you know on May
3 how I think it affected us,"
she said with a laugh. "I actu-
ally think it may have helped.
People were really mad. There
have been a lot of people
coming up to campaigns
across the country saying I
normally don't vote Green but
I am so mad they flouted our
democracy and just ignored a
democratic voice. 

"Those million Canadians
deserve to be represented."

From page 15

Aurora teenager Scott Spiering, shown here in
front of the Cenotaph, has been selected as one of
12 winners across Canada for the prestigious
Beaverbrook Vimy Prize, a scholarship awarded to
students across Canada. This determined teenager
was also named an ‘honourable mention’ in the
2010 competition. Scott will take part in a two-week
scholarship in the United Kingdom, Belgium and
France in August. There, students will participate
in seminars at Oxford University, museum visits –
including the Imperial War Museum in London, the
Juno Beach Centre in Normandy, and In Flanders
Fields Museum in Ypres – as well as tours of 
historic sites including Vimy, Arras, Beaumont
Hamel and Dieppe, and lectures with historians
and specialists.         Auroran photo by David Falconer



You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).  
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your advertisement.  

The deadline for all classified advertising copy is Friday at 3 p.m. each week.  More than 79,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 10 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

905-841-8949  
416-520-6252

FREE ESTIMATES 

S & S  

Top quality 
guaranteed

PAINTING
20 yrs. 
experience

 
Licensed, insured 22 years exp. 

 the Plumber Joe
416-568-6928

Repairs & 
New Installations

� FOR SALE � BUSINESS SERVICES

� FOR RENT

N O R D H E I M E R
UPRIGHT cabinet
grand piano, with origi-
nal stool. $580. Please
call Bob 905-713-5002.

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

DANCE  LESSONS
Classes start 

March 21
through May 9

Classes start 
March 21

through May 9

8 weeks Only $95 Including HST  
4,500 sq. ft. hardwood floor   

Location: Royal Canadian Legion #385 - 105 Ind. Pkwy North

 

          

Level 1 –8pm - 9pm 
 Rumba and Social Foxtrot 

Level 2 –2 - 9pm - 10pm
 Cha Cha and the International Foxtrot

MONDAY NIGHT
 

SteveMillerDance.ca
416-587-4125

Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca 

� SWIMMING INSTRUCTION 

� CONDO FOR RENT

NON-COMPETITIVE
and COMPETITIVE
SWIMMING: Children to
adults. Aurora Selkies and
Masters Swim Clubs.
Register now for the
2011/12 season. www.
swimgym.ca 905-841-
3450.

VideosVideos
Now Playing

Bringing the business community to you!

www.theauroran.com 

We have tons of events in and around Aurora on our 

at www. theauroran.com
Come out and enjoy.  Most events are FREE!

WEEKLY 
SHOW

with 
Alison 

Search for businesses in our Marketplace. 
Go go www.theauroran.com then click on the 

Marketplace icon on the right side of the home page. 

Our        Town

FunFun community

• Aurora Home Show
•  JOB FAIR 
• Girls Hockey Highlights

 
    

Auroran videographers: Steve Mitchell and Sean Casey

EVENT CALENDAR

THEAURORAN.COM

Collins-Mrakas

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Handyman services available 
for all your household needs. 

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Tom: 905-717-0517

SERVICES
HANDYMAN
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(AURORA BASED)
York Region Limousine’s

“Eco-Limo” 
Hire a Lincoln hybrid for your next airport or 

downtown transportation.
From only $75.00! 

Call Alan @ Eco-Limo

AIRPORT  TRANSPORTATION

416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600 
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net

www.eco-limo.ca

For more information call 

150 Hollidge Blvd., Unit C7,  Aurora 

2 FREE bags of salt 
Guaranteed NEW stock;  

we never install used equipment.

• Water 
   Softeners 
• Reverse 
   Osmosis 
• Iron 
   Filters 
• Point of Use 
   Coolers

Ron Butler, 416-818-5075

Ask about our Rental Options 
We offer Low Finance rates

12 Mth. @ 0% 

The Auroran is pleased to present the

Federal DEBATE
for the riding of

Newmarket/Aurora
Wednesday, April 27th 

at 7 p.m. 
in the council chambers 

with moderator 
Alison Collins-Mrakas
on theauroran.com

OUR TOWN with
Alison Collins-Mrakas

will resume

Thursday 
April 28th

with: This week in Aurora • Council Watch 
Mail Bag • This week’s topic

Go to: www.theauroran.com home page. 
Click on the big video screen toward the left side 

of the page. The video will begin. 

alison@theauroran.com 

OFFICE SPACE 3 pri-
vate offices approx. 150
sq. ft. ea. Can be 
rented separately or as
one unit. KIngoe
@HSFinancial.ca or
905-727-4605. 

Thomas Kwok 
Real Estate Broker 

25 years experience
Flexible commission
HomeLife/Bayview

Realty Inc. Brokerage 
Independently owned and operated

905.889.2200  •  416-399.2128
TAX 

RETURNS

BUSINESS
SERVICES

FOR 
SPRING!

50% OFF

$5 OFF

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

ANY SERVICE WITH
$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

$5 OFF

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

✄

✄

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners Aurora 
905-841-6969

Hollidge and Bayview

30% OFF
ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

✄

IN A TAX JAM?

25 years experience with Revenue Taxation CRA
Call: 905-479-9559

Book now 
for a 
FREE 

consultation

Book now 
for a 
FREE 

consultation

KAM SADIQ 
Certified General Accountant 
Specializing in T1 Individual, 

Business and Corporate tax returns. 

CALL KAM

BACK TAXES • UNFILED TAX RETURNS
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MA Counselling Psych.

Mental Health Practitioner & Psychotherapist

Please call 647-217-6806
www.therapy-counselling.com

COUNSELLING

Providing mental health services, 
counselling, and psychotherapy for 

adolescents, adults, couples, and families.

Laura Kemp-Romas 

T A X  R E T U R N  
PREPARATION Personal &
Small Business. Local pickup
& delivery.  Free Estimates
Contact Keith 647-808-3331.

Round Two Consignment Boutique 
15228 Yonge St.  - Entrance off Temperance St.

email: linda@roundtwoboutique.com
www.roundtwoboutique.com

 905-841-9555 
NOW OPEN FOR BUSINESS

CONDO FOR RENT Ft. Myers
Beach Florida. 2 bedroom, two
bath, fully equiped. Rent one
week, second week half price.
www.captainsbay.com 416-
720-1755.

RECE$$ION BU$TER

GRASS CUTTING, fertilizing,
sod replacement, tree trim-
ming, gardening, yard work,
landscaping and smaller land-
scaping jobs. Call Roy
@Alumni 289- 231-3157.

Over 30 years experience. 

 

CONCRETE IMPRESSIONS 
• Stamped concrete for as low as $8/sq. ft. 

Garage Floors • Driveways • Waterproofing 
• Basement Walkouts • Walk-ways • Curbs 

905-505-2410

“We leave good impressions”
York Regions First Choice. FREE ESTIMATES

 
COSMETICS
LOKI AUTO

Auto Detailing 
905-503-2040

136 Wellington St. E 

lokiautocosmetics.com
AURORA
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Home Show celebrates 25 years

Cold weather kept the
crowds down on the 
weekend, but at least 5,000
people visited the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce
25th annual home show.
Clockwise from the top is a
general view of one of the
two rinks used for the
show.  Below that is Brian
Ellis and Kim Kerr in the
Run for Southlake booth,
Brooke Jenicek is
Marquee's Aladdin, and
Ingrid Kulbach mans her
fraktals booth between the
two arenas. Meanwhile, at
Tannery Creek where it
was really cold, the Aurora
Rotary Club held its fifth
annual Frog Race. Winners
included Chris Peck, Kate
Collins and Victoria
McArthur.

Auroran photos by 
David Falconer

Some councillors upset by Jazz group
Councillors wil l con-

sider a recommendation
from the Town's CAO
Neil Garbe this week to
release more than
$4,000 in funds for the
Aurora Jazz Festival
after heated debate last
week on whether the
Town was getting value
for its money. 

Mr. Garbe's recom-
mendation came on the
heels of a lengthy dis-
cussion of how the Town
would benefit from plat-
inum sponsorship status
for the event after pro-
motional materials star t-
ed to circulate in the
community without bear-
ing the Town's logo.

"I have reviewed the
sponsorship program
and believe the Town has
received promotional
benefit and will receive
benefit from the pro-
gram," said Mr. Garbe in
a memo. "There was con-
fusion with respect to the

Town's commitment that
caused a limited run of
print material to exclude
the Town's logo. [The
Aurora Festival of the
Arts has] stated that they
wil l  not include the
Town's logo on any pro-
motional mater ial unti l
funds have been
received."

Last week councillors
wondered if the ship had
sailed in receiving maxi-
mum bang for their buck
after Council lor John
Abel introduced a motion
calling on the Town to
withhold funds to the
Aurora Festival of the
Arts (AFA) until the Town
received a full platinum
sponsorship package. 

"It seems to me that
the advertising and the
program has already
gone into effect and we
have missed the boat,"
said Council lor Abel,
after noting he received
the promotional literature

on March 26. "I think
we're not going to realize
the full potential because
we are not involved in
the print and we're not
involved on the web and
we have not been
approached by the AFA
people to provide logos. 

"We have not been
asked or been provided
with any sort of package
that we have asked for.
They have initiated their
pr int media and their
webpage and excluded
us so I am asking where
the value is for this."

At last Tuesday's
council meeting, where
the discussion took
place, Mr. Garbe said he
was only made aware
that day that pr inted
mater ial excluded the
Town's logo and that a
call had been placed to
the AFA for fur ther infor-
mation.

Council lor Chr is
Ballard tried to reassure

councillors that the Town
would be "inundated"
with ads and promotional
materials in the days and
weeks ahead so he didn't
think the Town had
missed the boat at all. 

"My understanding
from talking with the
people who are organiz-
ing this is they weren't
100 per cent sure
because they felt that
they had to wait until this
money was approved
finally at budget before
they were to receive it,
so there may just be
some miscommunication
that they weren't sure
that they got this grant,"
he said. 

"I think they need to
be reassured and I 'm
sure things wil l  move
ahead and we will see
our logo plastered on
everything that they do
with their gratitude."

From Council lor
Abel's perspective, how-

ever, there had been
ample time and opportu-
nity for the AFA to clear
this up, noting he had
made his notice of
motion three weeks ago,
with his comments pub-
lished in The Auroran the
following week. 

"They should be talk-
ing to us on a regular
basis. We shouldn't be
crying out and sending
e-mails and notices of
motion," he said to coun-
cil and staff. "They still
don't get it but they do
move ahead with the pro-
motional mater ial. My
point is we lost some of
the value. I'm sure there
is going to be more com-
ing forward, I don't doubt
it,  especial ly after the
discussion here at coun-
cil and I would imagine
you're going to get a
phone call tomorrow and
an invoice."

If the Town goes for-
ward with this, communi-

cation is vital to the
endeavour, according to
Council lor Sandra
Humfryes.

"I think it  is really
important that we keep
those lines of communi-
cation open in this par-
ticular case," she said.
"We need to get this
cleared up r ight away
and put this aside. I
believe that as a Town,
and a $25,000 sponsor-
ship from Trillium is an
indication that this is a
worthwhile event."

The AFA announced
their receipt of a $25,000
grant from Ontar io's
Tr i l l ium Foundation on
April 1. 

In addit ion to the
money put forward by the
Town, the municipali ty
has also waived fees for
the use of Town Park.

The Aurora Jazz Plus
Festival will take place in
the park from July 29
through July 31.



THE AURORAN, Week of April 19, 2011 - 19

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora L4G 6W8 
Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

®

By CHARLES SEQUEIRA 

Senior Scape
“We’ll Sing You a Song” 

The Aurora Seniors’
Centre Evergreen Choir
under the direction of
Richard Heinzle, warmly
invites you to join them for
their Spring Concert at the
Centre Tuesday, May 17th at
7.30 p.m. as they present
“We’ll sing you a song”.

Tickets are $10 for adults
while children 14 and under
are free.

Tickets are now available
at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre
reception desk or at the
door.

Refreshments will be
served at intermission. 

The Evergreen choir
meets every Wednesday,
from 2 p.m. until 3.30 p.m.  at
the Centre for some singing
as a  choir group.

New members who wish
to join the choir are always
welcome.

* * * *
The Mother’s Day Lunch

and Fashion show has been
scheduled for Wednesday,
May 4th, at the Seniors’
Centre.

Doors open at 11.45 a.m.
and lunch will be served at
noon with the fashion show
starting at 1 p.m.

Fashions are by Leed
Solutions and will be mod-
eled by ASA Members. 

Tickets are $7 for mem-
bers. while guests will pay
$8.

They are now available at
the reception desk.

* * * *
A l t h o u g h  B r i a n

Warburton has been spotted
at the centre with walking
stick in hand to play a few
games of chess and attend a
computer club meeting, he is
progressing  quite well from
his hip surgery, but still
needs a few more weeks of
rest before he resumes writ-
ing this column in The
Auroran.

* * * *
We  have arranged a

“Meet and Greet“ session for
candidates running in this
Federal election in the
lounge of the Seniors’
Centre.

Everyone is invited to lis-
ten to what each candidate
has to say and ask questions
that relate to Federal issues.

I hope to see all our
members take advantage of
this opportunity to get to
know each candidate on the
dates shown:

Wednesday, April 20th 11
a.m. to noon - Lois Brown,
Conservative Party.

Thursday, April 21st,
11.a.m. to noon-Vanessa

Long, Green Party
Tuesday, April 26th 11-

a.m. to noon Kassandra
Bidarian, NDP

Thursday, April 28th 11
a.m. to noon  Dorian  Baxter,
Progressive Canadian.   

Liberal Kyle Peterson was
guest at the Seniors’ Centre
Tuesday, April 19 from 11
a.m. to noon.

* * * *
Merlin’s Hollow in Aurora

is celebrating their 30th year
of public ‘open days’.

You are invited to visit
Dierdre and David
Tomlinson’s English flower
garden, featuring more than
2,000 different perennials.

For many years the
Tomlinsons have shared
their love of gardening with
visitors from Canada and
abroad. There are four ‘open’
days’ every year from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m.

For 2011, you can visit
the garden on: Saturday,
May 14; Saturday, June 11;
Saturday, July 2 and Sunday,
July 10.

There is no charge for
admission.

Everyone is invited to
enjoy the garden. Feel free
to bring friends and family.
Buses are welcome, with
parking available nearby.

For further information,
contact Dierdre Tomlinson at
905-727-8979.

* * * *
The 2011 Senior 55+

Summer Games are about
to begin.

Events will run from May
3rd to June 15th.

We have been provided a
new brochure this year with
a description of all the
events and some history of
the Senior Games which can
be picked up at the Seniors’
Centre or Municipal office.

The brochure can be also
found on the website at:
http://www.ontarioseniorgam
es.ca.

Click District for complete
list of the OSGA Districts
and refer to York Region
District #14 and find your
registration form there. 

Please tell your friends
about these wonderful
games and come out and
participate. Join the fun and
meet new people.

* * *  *
The Town of Aurora has

changed e-mail addresses,
please note the following
changes for Town staff at the
Seniors’ Centre- Karie and
Michelle: kpapil-
lon@aurora.ca and mste-
mer@aurora.ca.

The Town of Aurora’s new
website is now
http://www.aurora.ca. 

Previous staff e-mail
addresses will continue to
work for incoming e-mail and
will not be removed at the
present time. 

* * * *
The Spring Sale will be

held Saturday, April 30th
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90
John West Way. Funds
raised from the sale will go to

the Centre.
* * * *

We are also looking for
some seniors to volunteer for
the Mayor’s Anti-Litter Clean
Up Day Saturday, April 30th
from 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.

To participate contact the
reception desk at the
Seniors’ Centre at 905-726-
4767.

After the clean-up you are
invited to a barbecue at the
Town Park from noon to 2
p.m. 

Aurora’s Queen’s York Rangers
subject of Cultural Centre program

The intriguing history
of the Queen's York
Rangers includes land-

mark battles and familiar
names from the history
books of Canada and the

United States.
On Tuesday, May 3 at 7

p.m. you can join LCol
(Ret'd) Kirk Corkery at the
Aurora Cultural Centre for
an il lustrated lecture
detailing some of the long
past and recent highlights
of this historical regiment.

There is no charge to
attend the lecture, and
light refreshments will be
provided.

The regiment, a
Canadian Forces Primary
Reserve based in Toronto
and Aurora, is officially
named The Queen's York
Rangers (1st Americans),
and was founded as the
Rogers Rangers in 1755.

The regiment was for a
time under the command
of John Graves Simcoe,
and disbanded and
reformed a number of
times during its first 100
years.

They were involved in
the construction of Yonge
and Dundas Streets,
helped to route the rebels
from Montgomery's
Tavern during the
Rebellion of 1837, and
were active during the
First World War in battles
including Ypres, the Arras
Offensive and
Passchendaele, among
others.

Today many local resi-
dents are aware of the
Queen's York Rangers
work as a reserve
armoured reconnaissance
unit, with recent deploy-
ments to Afghanistan.

A history of the regi-
ment, “Remembering
Their Gallantry in Former

Water Softening, Purification, 
Filtration & Sterilization Units

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Days: A History of the
Queen's York Rangers”,
will be on sale that
evening at a cost of $10.

The Cultural Centre will
also feature a number of
ar tifacts from the regi-
ment in the reception
gallery area until May 11.

This event leads up to
the Lieutenant Governor
Simcoe's Levee in Honour
of the Rangers at the
Centre, with Lieutenant
Governor, The
Honourable David Onley
in attendance on May 11.
Lieutenant Colonel
(Ret'd) Corkery was
Commanding Officer of
the Queen's York Rangers
from 1989-1992.

He currently is Chair of
the Regimental Council of
the Rangers, a charitable
organization that main-
tains various historic arti-
facts of the regiment, and
provides support to mem-
bers of the unit.

been made regarding the per-
formance of a public servant's
duties, that it is permissible for a
municipality to fund a lawsuit to
protect the public servant from
damages.

"On the other hand, funding
an action against residents, and
the process for making the
decision to take action is some-
thing that every municipality
should carefully consider prior
to making that decision," he
said. "The Town continues to
believe that litigation against
any party should be viewed as
a last resort once all other
options are exhausted, so long
as limitation periods are
respected."

Although he said there is lin-
gering concern at the Town that
people might shy away from
entering public life if they would
not be supported by the munic-
ipality, he indicated that the
"majority of the current council"
do not believe that the defen-
dants made any defamatory
statements against "the Town
generally or Town staff mem-
bers specifically”.

"Furthermore, the Town
does not believe continued
involvement in Ms. Morris' litiga-
tion is necessary to protect the
reputation of the Town and its
staff," he added.

"Accordingly, while Ms.
Morris continues to be repre-
sented by Aird & Berlis LLP in
her defamation action, the Town
will no longer be involved in that
litigation and will be looking to
Ms. Morris for compensation in
respect of the legal services
now paid for by the Town, out of

any damages or costs recov-
ered by her in the litigation."

The Town received advice in
this matter from George Rust-
D'Eye, a lawyer from
WeirFoulds.

As The Auroran reported
last month, councillors accept-
ed Mr. Rust-D'Eye's advice that
the Town was liable for funds
that had been billed to the Town
by Aird & Berlis up until the
newly-elected council disasso-
ciated the Town from responsi-
bility in December. 

Following the release of the
executive summary of Mr. Rust-
D'Eye's report to the public,
counsel from Ms. Morris, and
former councillor Evelina
MacEachern herself, indicated
Mr. Rust-D'Eye's report was
based on "misinformation”.

Neither party has cared to
elaborate on that claim.

"The Town reiterates that we
welcome constructive criticism
from everyone who lives,
works, plays, and pays taxes in
Aurora," said Mr. Ballantyne.
"The Town also reaffirms its
commitment to freedom of
expression, which is a pillar of
Canadian democracy, as
enshrined in Canada's Charter
of Rights and Freedoms.

"As the Town continues to
grow, the demand for services
will also increase, and the Town
depends on the public for
important feedback on how it
can better serve everyone's
needs."

A decision in Ms. Morris'
Norwich Motion, which was
argued in Toronto in mid-March
had yet to be handed down by
press time. 

Damage control
From page 1
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