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Town, Cultural Centre near 
a new deal
Museum planned for “Aurora Room” by 2014

By Brock Weir

A new deal could soon be in place between the Town of  Aurora and the
Aurora Cultural Centre.

Both parties have spent the better part of  the year trying to come up
with a new agreement that would work for the Town, the Centre, and in
the view of  some Councillors, the taxpayers following a winter move from
Councillors John Abel and Paul Pirri to terminate the existing contract
early.

While the termination, which they argued, was in order to pave the way
to coming up with a new, mutually beneficial agreement, was ultimately
voted down, a committee was struck to work on the deal and the laundry
list of  issues and grievances came to a head during the heated debates. 

These included having Council representation on the board of  the
Cultural Centre (ACC), having the Board come to Council during the budg-
et process to justify what they spend, how much they receive from the
Town, and from other resources, and why the building was not a museum
for Aurora’s collections. 

If  a new draft agreement, which will be discussed at General
Committee this week, is passed by Council, a consensus has been reached
on many of  these sticking points. 

Under the new draft agreement, Council may appoint – at its own dis-
cretion – two of  its own to the Board with “all the rights and privileges” of
board members and “subject to the same rights, duties, and responsibili-

Continued on page 3

Filmmaker shares stories of promises,
dreams made in war and peace

By Brock Weir

When emerging Aurora filmmaker Jaime Gianopolos brought
her film, A Promise is a Promise, to Newmarket’s Pickering
College on Friday, vows and commitments made both long ago and
more recently came full circle.

A Promise is a Promise centres around brothers Sheremet and
Musa Berisha, two boys who grew up in Kosovo at the height of  the
conflict. When the mission eventually turned into one of  peace-
keeping, Pickering College graduate Jonathan Knaul was one of
countless Canadian peacekeepers deployed to the scene. 

It was there Major Knaul made a commitment to the kids he had
met in one particular village in 1999. It could have been considered
a way of  paying it forward, as his father was a survivor of
Auschwitz himself, having escaped as a young child and hiding in
the woods before being found and harboured by a German family,
but the peacekeeper left behind his contact information. 

Knaul told the kids if  they ever wanted to come to Canada or
wanted an opportunity, he would try to help them. He couldn’t, of
course, guarantee these attempts would be successful but he prom-
ised to try. 

As part of  a leadership assignment at the school, Ms.
Gianopolos was assigned to interview the brothers who, by now,
were her fellow students at Pickering College thanks to taking
Major Knaul up on his offer, both with dreams of  making it as

“HOW DO YOU START THIS THING?”
Young Elora Rossouw tries her hand at driving Aurora’s first motorized fire truck Saturday at the Fred
Bolsby Fire Station. The Central York Fire Services held their annual open house at the station, locat-
ed on Wellington Street East, near the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex, where the young and
the young at heart could have a firsthand experience of what goes on at the fire hall and get a hands-
on look at the trucks and equipment. Please see Page 10.                   Auroran photo by David Falconer
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BARRONS
40 Engelhard Dr., Unit 14, Aurora 

(N.W. Corner of Industrial Pkwy. S. & Engelhard)

905-751-0533
www.barronshome.net

barronswh@hotmail.com
Thursday to 6 pm
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Club Aurora presents:  
Total Health seminar series

Club Aurora Fitness Centre is proud to partner with 
Total Health Healing Arts Centre to present three 
health seminars this fall.  The subject in October is Nourishing the Mind

Learn about specific brain nutrients and stress relief techniques.

When:   Wednesday, October 24

Where:  Aurora Family Leisure Complex 

Time:   7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Cost: $10 per seminar

For more information, please call 905-726-4764.

Town of Aurora considering new Fees and Charges By-law

The Town of Aurora will be considering the adoption of the new Fees and Charges 
By-law for 2013 (By-law Number 5455-12) at the Council meeting on Tuesday, 
October 23 at 7 p.m.  

The report regarding the Fees and Charges By-law, Report No. CFS12-033 will be 
presented at the General Committee Meeting on Tuesday, October 16.

To view the agenda for the meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/agendasminutes

For more information, please call Laura Sheardown, Cash Flow and Investment 
Coordinator/Financial Analyst at 905-727-3123 ext. 4136.

Early Payment Option for Parking Infractions 

The Town of Aurora is offering an early payment  
option for parking infractions. A reduced fine 
will apply to those who pay parking fines 
within seven days.

The early payment option was established to 
help streamline the payment process, making  
it easier for residents and allowing Town 
staff to devote additional time to bylaw 
enforcement duties.

For more information, please contact Bylaw 
Services at 905-727-3123 ext. 4240.

 

PUBLIC NOTICES
Notice of Complete Applications under  
the Planning Act

The Town of Aurora has received the following applications 
under the Planning Act:

TOWN FILES: D12-04-12 and D14-12-12

Draft Plan of Subdivision and Zoning Amendment 
Applications from Luvian Homes (Aurora) Limited for the 
lands municipally known as 1001 St. John’s Sideroad have 
been submitted to The Town of Aurora. These applications 
seek to permit 30 single detached dwellings and a 2.03 ha 
open space block.

TOWN FILE: D14-10-12

A Zoning Amendment application has been submitted by 
The Alpen House Holdings Limited to amend The Town of 
Aurora Zoning By-Law 2213-78, as amended, for the lands 
municipally known as 14695-14875 Bayview Avenue.  
The application proposes a private park consisting of natural 
areas, a habitat pond, education pavilions, a boardwalk, 
three soccer pitches, a playground, an amphitheatre, trails 
and a wildlife habitat.  

TOWN FILE: D14-11-12

A Zoning Amendment application has been submitted by 
2101154 Ontario Inc. to amend The Town of Aurora Zoning 
By-Law 2213-78, as amended, for the lands municipally 
known as 32 Wellington Street East. The application 
proposes a three-storey residential apartment building 
consisting of 22 units and 83.6m2 (900 ft2) of ground floor 
retail.  

TOWN FILES: D09-03-12, D14-21-03 and  
D12-03-02

An Application for an Official Plan Amendment and 
Revised Zoning By-law Amendment and Draft Plan of 
Subdivision Applications have been submitted to  
The Town of Aurora by Pandolfo et. Al for the lands 
municipally known as 14070 Yonge Street. The application 
seeks to permit a residential plan of subdivision consisting 
of 29 single detached dwellings and two open space blocks.

The purpose of this notice is to advise the public that 
“complete” planning applications have been received by 
The Town of Aurora pursuant to the Planning Act.  These 
applications have been circulated to Town departments and 
external agencies for review and comment.  A Council Public 
Meeting will be scheduled and held at a later date and 
formal Public Meeting notice will be provided pursuant to 
the statutory requirements of the Planning Act.

If you wish to express your views with respect to these 
applications, please forward your comments in writing 
to Deborah Giannetta at 905-727-3123 ext. 4347 or 
email dgiannetta@aurora.ca. The personal information 
accompanying your submission will become part of the 
public record. Additional information and material related 
to these applications is available for inspection between 
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. during regular business days at 
the Town’s Planning & Development Services department, 
located at 100 John West Way, 3rd Floor.  

Dated this 16th day of October, 2012 

WHAT’S HAPPENING
 

Dinner and a Movie 
The Avengers

Where: Aurora Public Library

When:  Saturday, October 20 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Rating: Rated PG 

Ages: 11 to 14 year-olds

Price: Entry is $3 per person and pizza will be served.

For more information, please call 905-726-4760. 
 
Evening hours by appointment program

Are you a homeowner or contractor in need of a permit for 
a home renovation project? Can’t make it during regular 
business hours? The Town of Aurora is offering extended 
hours by appointment on Thursday, October 18. Book your 
appointment today for a quick, “one-stop-shop” permit 
process. Call 905-727-3123 ext. 4390, 4394 or 4388 or 
email building@aurora.ca

The Evening Hours by Appointment 
Program allows for review of projects 
that qualify under the Town’s 
Residential Express Permit Program.  
For information on projects that 
qualify, please visit www.aurora.ca/REPP

Appointments take place at Town Hall in the Building 
Services department (3rd floor). For more information, 
please visit www.aurora.ca/buildingservices 
 
Aurora Collective Artists (ACA) 18th Annual  
Art Show and Sale

Residents and visitors are invited to the Aurora Collective 
Artists 18th annual Art Show and Sale on Saturday, 
October 27 at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. Admission is free 
and refreshments will be served. Everyone is invited to come 
out and meet the artists! 

For more information, please call 905-726-4767.

 
 

 

Anoth� �citing event
br�ght to y� by

 

Calling all ghosts, goblins and friendly monsters!

There is one trail for little goblins and one for those not 
faint of heart!

 
 

Beginning October 5 for Residents. 
Beginning October 12 for Non-Residents. 
$4 per person. Only sold in advanced.

 
Service provided from the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
to Sheppard’s Bush. 
Crafts and activities at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex.

*We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities that are listed on our promotional material.

Call 905-726-4762 or visit 
www. aurora.ca for more 

information on this event! 

Event 
Sp�s�

AURORA FAMILY 
LEISURE COMPLEX  

(SHUTTLE 
BUS LOCATION)

SHEPPARD’S 
BUSH

Aurora Town Hall    
100 John West Way   P.O. Box 1000    Aurora   Ontario   L4G 6J1 

Phone 905-727-1375   Fax 905-726-4732    
Email info@aurora.ca   Website www.aurora.ca

Like us on Facebook  
Town of Aurora 

Follow us on Twitter 
@Town_of_aurora

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
 
Tuesday, October 16  7 p.m.  General Committee
Wednesday, October 17 7 p.m.  Aurora Public Library Board
Friday, October 19  10 a.m.  Trails and Active Transportation Committee
Tuesday, October 23  7 p.m.  Council
Wednesday, October 24 7 p.m.  Public Planning
Wednesday, October 24 7 p.m.  Sesquicentennial Ad Hoc Committee

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10.  
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 

RESIDENTIALEXPRESS
P e r m i t  P r o g r a m

Continued next column >
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By Brock Weir

Aurora’s 2013 Budget
could be approved as early
as February, if  a new
review schedule is passed
by Council.

The revised schedule
will be up for discussion
at this week’s General

Committee meeting
before final approval on
October 23. The new time-
line comes after Council
concerns earlier this
month that spreading the
budget process to April
and limiting public meet-
ings to debate the budget
to Mondays was a hin-

drance to getting public
input. The new timeline
includes a Saturday ses-
sion in the New Year.

If  approved, budget
debates will kick off
Monday, November 5 with
a presentation at 7 p.m. in
the Council chambers.
This will include the

introduction of  a draft
operating budget with a
detailed overview. Public
consultation will be taken
at this meeting.

This meeting will be
followed by a daytime ses-
sion on Monday,
November 19, kicking off
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Briefly

“REUNION 125” PLANS COME TOGETHER
Final plans for the 125th anniversary celebrations for Dr. G.W.

Williams could be ready by the end of  the week as committee members,
comprised of  students from Aurora and as far away as Barrie and
Burlington, meet to hammer out the last few details. Celebrations for
Williams, and its previous incarnations as Aurora High School (1888-
1952) and Aurora District High School (1952-1961) will be held in Aurora
on Friday, May 3 and Saturday, May 4. Tentative plans for Williams’
Reunion 125 include decade rooms throughout the school, a Silent
Auction, an art show, and a pick-up basketball game on the Friday.
Saturday is when the action really begins with a reunion of  staff  past
and present, a special luncheon, official ceremonies, a cocktail party for
former and current staff  at Greystones, and a finale dance at the Aurora
Community Centre. For more information and to register visit
www.reunion125.ca or contact Bob McRoberts at reunion125@bell.net.
The Auroran will have full information on firm plans next week.

ST. MAX TAKES ON KING IN FIRST “OFFICIAL” GAME ON FIELD
The St. Max Mustangs will take on their football rivals from King

City Secondary School next Wednesday, October 24 in a special game
which marks the official opening of  the artificial turf  field at St.
Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High School. The field, which was construct-
ed in partnership between the York Catholic District School Board and
the Town of  Aurora, will be commemorated with a special blessing and
further ceremonies at 5.30 p.m., followed by the kick-off  game. The
School is located at 278 Wellington Street East.

14799 Yonge Street 
Aurora, ON L4G 1N1 
carmstrong@trebnet.com
www.carmstrong.ca

 Working for you – call today 
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Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre 
289 Wellington Street East 

Aurora  L4G 6H6

905-727-4751

Home Owners helping homeowners

For Insider Promotions 

While supplies last!

YARD WASTE BAGS
Only  169$

Only  2 79$

Bundle of 5. Limited time offer. #4440-714

SUPER SPECIAL
OAK HARDWOOD

/sq.ft.
Mocha Tavern Grade

3 1/4” x 3/4”        #2277-789

Reg. $2.49

FEATURE

DAMIR
VRANCIC

LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

I want to be part of the change in the world: Gianopolos
pilots in Canada. 

“I started pulling this
project together where I
would interview them
about their stories and
something switched in my
head when they would tell
me about these times
where they would flee
into the mountains and
run away from tanks and
how a lot of  their friends
from school were massa-
cred,” Ms. Gianopolis told
The Auroran on Friday,
shortly before the film
was screened to a wide
variety of  alumni at their
annual Reunion Week.

“I would hear these sto-
ries and then observe how
positive they were every
day and it made me
realise that my worries
were actually superficial
and they weren’t worries
at all.”

Speaking about her
time interviewing the
brothers, she said their
stories almost became
“medicine” to the soul
and as time wore on,
those behind the camera
decided to enter their film
onto the festival circuit,
where it eventually took

home a couple of  awards
at the Toronto Student
Film Festival and the
(Brooklyn) Bridge
Student Film Festival.

“I looked out into the
audience and people were
crying, and so I realised
that it was not only medi-
cine for myself, but it was
for others,” she said.

Shortly thereafter, Ms.
Gianopolos had a feeling
that when it came to pur-
suing a career, film was
where it was at. A gradu-
ate of  Pickering College
in the class of  2006, she
started her educational
journey at Regency Acres
Public School before
rounding out the senior
years of  elementary
school at the Aurora
Montessori School. 

It was these feelings
and instincts which lead
her to the landmark
Newmarket school when
she heard about their
leadership program. Her
parents, Carolyn and
Kerry, were unsure, she
said, on whether they
could afford sending her
there but they eventually
came to the conclusion
that it would be a good

move for her. She was
sponsored as a student in
her first year by her uncle
and after that her parents
saved to let her continue.

Following Pickering
College she studied film
at the Toronto Film
School. In the early days
of  making A Promise is a
Promise, she said she
realised she wanted to
pass along the message
she learned from the
brothers to the wider
world and film was the
most effective way to cap-
ture their passion and
their story.

“I always wanted to be
part of  the change in the
world,” she said. “I knew
that something didn’t feel
right in society. This
movie is called A Promise
is a Promise and I made a
promise to do this. There
were definitely hard
times and obstacles when
I was this close to giving
up. To be here and know
that we pulled through
and know that we kept the
promise is more confir-
mation of  what the story
really shows and tells.” 

And the story contin-
ues. Sheremet is an avion-

ic engineer in Montreal
while Musa is doing simi-
lar work in Windsor, both
as independent contrac-
tors. In addition to build-
ing up their hours to
obtain their pilots’ licens-
es, they are supporting
their family back in
Kosovo – even recently
building a new home for
them – and contributing
to their home village.

“I really hope that
[after seeing the movie,
people] realise a lot of  the
things we worry about in
our fortunate society are
really not worries,” said
Ms. Gianopolos. “This is a
story where two people
made it over impossible
circumstances, so for peo-
ple who may feel stuck
and they are in a situation
where nothing is going to
happen, I want them to
realise their dreams are
achievable and people
who are willing to help
exist. 

“It is a matter of  each
individual stepping up
and saying I am going to
go get that dream. It is all
up to you. Wake up and
make your dreams 
happen.”

From page 1

2013 Budget could be approved as early as February

Aurora filmmaker Jaime Gianopolos presented her new film, A Promise is a Promise, at Pickering College’s 
annual Reunion Week on Friday. A Promise is a Promise centres around the journey of a Pickering grad who, as
a peacekeeper in the aftermath of the Kosovo conflict, helped two young villagers come to Canada to pursue
their dreams.   Auroran photo by Brock Weir



A TALE OF AN OBSCENE PHONE CALL,
A BUSINESS CARD, MISTAKEN 

IDENTITY, IMPERSONATIONS, AND
APPARENTLY INADEQUATE PARKING

In this business, one often gets
their fair share of  angry callers or
emails. 

Occasionally they are from some-
one who seemed very friendly the
week before, and not seven days later
you receive a missive hammered out
with a few Freudian-like typos
which reveal a lot about a person’s
character. Sometimes they can be
mildly threatening, while others
occasionally display some genuine
concern. None could have been
described as obscene. 

That is, of  course, until Tuesday
morning.

With the paper gone to press the
previous evening, I planned a rare
morning where the alarm could go
unset.  I got my wish, but was woken
up anyway by a UPS truck in a 
nearby driveway.

After the truck went on its way,
my cell rang. In a move I am second-
guessing, I opted to have office voice-
mails forwarded.

Punching in the right codes to
access my voicemail, what was on
the other end was indeed a surprise.
If  I hadn’t occasionally used the lan-
guage myself  on select occasions, I
would have been both shocked and
appalled by what was coming
through the receiver. 

From what I gather from the gen-
tleman, he came back to his car after
visiting a friend somewhere to find
my business card stuck on his wind-
shield with the message, “Learn how
to park _ _ _ _head!” written on the
back.

Considering I hadn’t yet left the
house that day, I thought that was
rather curious, but he passed on.
Apparently he seemed to take
umbrage to the message I allegedly
left on his car and was determined to
top the note by trotting out just about
every obscenity he could think of
and making suggestions which

seemed very impractical and rather
uncomfortable.

Apparently he wanted me to call
him back to discuss his suggestions
further, but neglected to leave his
number. “Unfortunately?!” you
might be asking. Well, who wouldn’t
be intrigued by continuing the con-
versation? Details were limited. 

If  you were me, wouldn’t you like
to know where he was parked and
where he evidently incurred the
wrath of  someone carrying around
your business card for just such an
occasion? You know you would.
Maybe the details of  where they
were could help narrow down just
who actually left the note.

So, to the guy who left me the
voicemail last week, please note that
it wasn’t me who critiqued your
parking skills, but feel free to hold
onto the business card. Who knows
when it might come in handy? If
ever you are offended by someone
else’s parking, it might save you the
effort of  writing a note of  your own. 

To the person who used the back
of  my card to vent their spleen,
while I appreciate your recycling
efforts and doing your part to help
spice up an otherwise humdrum
Tuesday, please think twice before
doing it again. Someone might – just
might! – get the wrong idea. 

After what happened the last time
someone left obscene messages
anonymously in Aurora, I hope this
isn’t the start of  a new trend. If  so,
play your cards close to your chest.

Seriously, though, I’d love for the

person who actually wrote that note
to just drop me a line. Not knowing
who actually did it is going to be
maddeningly frustrating for years to
come! At the very least, can you mail
me a business card of  your own? I
have a message to leave the UPS guy
the next time he barrels down the
street.

ONE OF US 
(WHETHER YOU LIKE IT OR NOT)

During last week’s Council meet-
ing, one local historian came for-
ward to speak against the proposal
of  the Aurora Historical Society and
other proponents to turn Hillary
House and the three houses immedi-
ately south of  it into a heritage park.
One of  this person’s objections to
the plan that venerating Hillary
House was “tweaking” Aurora’s his-
tory because it started life as part of
King Township, comparing it to the
Petch House which was built in what
was then Whitchurch.

So, let me pose a question to the
wider community: Just when does
Aurora’s history start? (Or stop, for
that matter?)

To argue people, places and
things are only germane to the histo-
ry of  Aurora if  they were within
Town limits on that winter day of
incorporation in 1863, we would
have a very limited history indeed.
Wherever the Town limits were plot-
ted in its earliest days is irrelevant.
When these further flung areas
(however far a couple of  hundred
metres can be flung) came under
Aurora’s purview, so did their histo-
ry and saying otherwise is danger-
ous. Does that mean all the Tigers
rosters that have come and gone
playing north of  Hillary House are
not part of  Aurora’s history? Where
should our historic limits be in the
south? Perhaps the Aurora
Cemetery needs a rebrand. 

It is like saying Yonge Street is
not a part of  Aurora’s history
because its construction started
near Bradford. 
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East actually does meet west: Reader
(Re: Brock’s Banter, Week of October 2, 2012)

I read your article “East Meets West...Or Does It?” with
interest. 

Our family just moved to Aurora from small-town Ontario,
and our new house is, indeed, east of  Bayview. 

One aspect that your article didn’t mention (unless I
missed it) is the high school that our kids go to: Dr. G.W.
Williams. Every day I drive my daughter to and from school,
and every week I take at least two trips to the public library
nearby. 

Since I’ve found short cuts, I always drive through the older
neighbourhoods that pleasantly remind me so much of  the
small town where we used to live. In so doing, I’ve discovered
the No Frills at Yonge and Edward, where I appreciate the
lower prices, though Sobeys and Longo’s are within walking
distance of  my house.

Another thing that probably brings lots of  people to the
older part of  Aurora is bus tickets. 

As far as I can tell, the only places you can buy books of  10
YRT VIVA tickets and maybe passes are clustered around
Yonge Street.

When I was registering my daughter at the high school, the
vice-principal told me that “so many” of  the kids at Williams
live in our area (roughly Bayview and Wellington). The special
YRT VIVA Route 426 for the school is often overcrowded,
according to one student who takes it, so you have a high per-
centage of  Aurora’s young people and some of  their parents
(like me) driving in from the East Zone and crossing your
imaginary Checkpoint Charlie every school day. 

As a newcomer eager to explore the whole of  Aurora, I’ve
been blissfully unaware that any such dividing line existed in
the minds of  long-time residents.

One thing that you do want to make sure you are offering
in downtown Aurora is convenient and free parking (especial-
ly important when you have events like festivals and parades).
I used to live near a large town that was trying to revitalize
their downtown area, but they were shooting themselves in
the foot by charging for parking and being very quick to issue
tickets upon meter expiry. 

This situation exacerbated the problem of  people avoiding
the downtown in favour of  the big stores on the edge of  town.
My advice is, don’t let this happen in Aurora.

Christine Bruggemann
“East Aurora”

You have your chance, so have
your say on taxes: Reader

I encourage all residents of  Aurora to come out to the
Town Council meetings. 

There’s a chance to speak at the beginning of  each
meeting (5 min.max) during what is called “Open
Forum”. You can talk about any matter near and dear to
you. Some Councillors actually seem to listen. 

I spoke this past week about our very high property
taxes here in Aurora and how some of  us struggle to pay
them. It was heartening to see how Councillor Evelyn
Buck sympathizes with the overburdened taxpayer,
speaks up and votes against unnecessary spending.
Often she seems to be the only Councillor thinking
about us taxpayers. 

For myself  I find the proposed 8.1 per cent tax
increase shocking. Am I the only one upset? Is it time
for a tax revolt? 

Property taxes in Newmarket are half  what they are
here. I know this from living there two years ago.
Unfortunately I tell all my friends who are house hunt-

Continued on page 6
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National Science & Technology Week
Expanding young people’s knowledge

of  and interest in science and engineering
is increasingly important in 21st-century
Canada.  National Science and
Technology Week, which runs until
October 21 helps raise awareness of  the
importance of  science and technology
while celebrating Canada’s role as a leader
in innovation. More than 100 Canadian
organizations, including museums,
schools and science centres, are hosting
events and activities to inspire youth to
consider careers in these fields. Ensuring
that young people have the skills they need
to succeed and contribute to Canadian
society is an investment in renewing and
expanding the country’s highly skilled
workforce and, ultimately, an investment
in Canada’s future. For more information
and a link to online science activities visit
science.gc.ca.

Small Business Week
Canada’s Small Business Week runs

through Saturday. Small business is the
backbone of  our economy in Newmarket-
Aurora and in Canada, and entrepreneurs
are leading the way in creating jobs and
growth in communities right across the
country. A key part of  Canada’s Economic
Action Plan includes creating the best
business environment possible for our
small business entrepreneurs to succeed
and grow. Some of  our government’s
recent key actions for entrepreneurs
include: cutting red tape through our Red

Tape Reduction Plan by
applying common sense
solutions to business irri-
tants in areas ranging from
tax and payroll, to labour,
transport and trade; pro-
moting Canadian exports
through our  ambitious
trade plan including nine
recently signed free trade
agreements and twelve
new foreign investment
promotion and protection
agreements; extending the
temporary Hiring Credit
for Small Businesses for one year to help
employer’s with the cost of  new hires;
introducing the Pooled Registered
Pension Plan providing small business
entrepreneurs with a framework to pro-
vide pensions to employees at a lower cost;
and keeping the small business tax rate
low at 11 per cent.

Commemorating Major-General 
Sir Isaac Brock

The War of  1812 was a defining moment
in the history of  our great country and
paved the way for Confederation. It was
the fight for Canada and a defining
moment in our country’s history that saw
British regular forces, English and
French-speaking militia, First Nations
and Métis allies join together to defend
our borders. Without their courage and
sacrifice, Canada as we know it would not
exist. One of  its most significant battles

was recently celebrated
on Saturday, the 200th
anniversary of  Major-
General Sir Isaac Brock’s
death on the battlefield at
Queenston Heights. To
commemorate this cru-
cial moment on the road
to Confederation, a new
25-cent circulation coin
has been issued in honour
of  this legendary hero.
Only 12.5 million of  these
coins have been minted. 
I encourage you to take

the opportunity during this bicentennial
year of  the War of  1812 to learn more
about our heroes and history at
www.1812.gc.ca. 

Pennies and More for Polio Initiative 
The Pennies and More for Polio

Initiative was recently announced, that
invites Canadians to join in the fight to
eradicate polio. The Government of
Canada, through the Canadian
International Development Agency
(CIDA) will provide funds to the Global
Polio Eradication Initiative matching dol-
lar for every raised by Rotarians in
Canada, up to a maximum of  $1 million.
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation will
likewise provide funds of  equal value, at a
ratio of  $1 for every $1 raised by Rotarians
in Canada. This would result in every $1
raised by the Rotary Foundation leverag-
ing an additional $2. Canada and CIDA

have proudly contributed to global efforts
to eliminate polio, particularly where it
threatens the health of  the most vulnera-
ble. This joint initiative will allow more
Canadian individuals, groups, and organi-
zations to contribute directly in the eradi-
cation of  polio.

Increasing Benefits for Veterans
Effective immediately, the Government

of  Canada will deliver increased benefits
to Canadian Forces Veterans. This will be
accomplished by ending the deduction of
Veterans’ disability pensions when calcu-
lating their Earnings Loss and Canadian
Forces Income Support benefits. 

Earnings Loss Benefit and Canadians
Forces Income Support Benefit recipients
who are in receipt of  a disability pension
from Veterans Affairs Canada may see a
significant increase in their payment in
the coming weeks. All affected recipients
will be notified in writing with details of
the recalculation and change to their pay-
ment. 

We owe a great deal to our veterans
who have served Canada while putting
themselves in harm’s way. I am very proud
that these changes, amounting to an
investment of  $177.7 million over five
years, will help meet the needs of  these
heroes and their families.

If  you would like to contact me on these
or any other issue, please call 905-953-7515
or visit my website at www.loisbrown.ca.  I
would love to hear from you.

I was in the Superstore grocery store last
week when a fellow Our Lady of  Grace
parishioner approached me. 

This gentleman is a regular reader of  this
column and as he knows that I was a former
member of  the Parish Council, and he asked
if  I had any update regarding the develop-
ment of  the new Church.

I told him that I had no special knowledge
but that I imagined that one of  the future
weekly Council Bulletins may contain an
update (hint, hint to the Parish Council).

He then went on that he did not like seeing
the ever-increasing amount of  people who
are late for church every week.

He recalled that he liked my column on
this and he suggested that I re-run it.

Before reading below, I state for the record
that I am always plenty early for church but
that on a number of  occasions; I have had to
leave shortly after communion (and before
the end of  the formal service) to get home to
be with my son and trade places with my wife
who is going out.

As a public service announcement, the
original column appeared in early February
2009, simply entitled, “Being late for church”.

Obviously, for anyone who attends Mass
on a regular basis, they will probably be late
at one time or another due to some unfore-

seen event.
It’s just that it seems

that it is the same people
who are late every week. 

Don’t get me wrong; I
am not, nor do I pretend to
be, punctually perfect. 

I am not offended by
people’s tardiness. In fact, I
kind of  find it interesting.
When the same people
show up a couple of  min-
utes sooner or later than
usual, I wonder what
changed in their morning
routine.

I had resisted the urge
to write this column because my wife kept
talking me out it. She would always say that
“if  you write such a column, you had better
not be late for church yourself  or you will
never hear the end of  it.”  

Well, Father Tim Hanley has done the
work for me. In the weekly message bulletin
that is given out to people as they leave the
church, he has, very delicately and with
some humour, made the points better than I
could have.

This is what he wrote:
“One old routine and habit among some of

our people that is worthy
of  reflection is the ‘late
arrival / early departure’
syndrome.

“Unlike the movie
theatre (where there
really is ten minutes of
previews before the fea-
ture presentation
begins) the Mass begins
with the Gathering
Hymn – not the Gloria or
the Gospel!

“There are times
when we are legitimate-
ly late for Mass, but a
surprising number of

people regularly arrive during the first fif-
teen minutes of  the Mass, not present for the
Liturgy of  the Word and distracting others
from listening as they seat themselves during
the Sacred Readings. 

“Unfortunately, there are a surprising
number of  people who regularly leave Mass
after communion, not taking the time to
thank the Lord Jesus for the great gift of  the
Eucharist or to receive the final blessing and
participate in the Recessional Hymn. 

“Another small group makes an effort to
stay for the blessing, then use the final hymn

as musical accompaniment for their race to
the door of  the church, making sure they out-
run the altar servers and priest before our
arrival in the foyer.

“I thank God that the vast majority of  our
families are not part of  the ‘late arrival /
early departure’ syndrome, but ask those
who are to reflect on what this says about the
importance of  faith in their lives, and also
their lack of  respect for their fellow parish-
ioners.”

Father Hanley’s message doesn’t just
apply to this parish, but to other places of
Worship or Faith as well. Common courtesy
means that one tries to be on time.

I recall that a long time ago on the first day
of  grade thirteen, my calculus teacher
watched everyone file into class. At about 9.15
or so, she said that “ten of  you came in past
9.05 – this is not acceptable, especially as this
is the first class of  the day. The door will close
at 9:05 from now on. If  you can’t make it, stay
away and get the notes from someone else.”

Tough love it was – but it seemed to work.
I was always on time – too bad it didn’t pro-
duce better results than the nifty fifty-three
percent that I received on my report card!

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Please participate in our POLL –go to www.theauroran.com, scroll down 
and look to the bottom right of the home page to VOTE.
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Being on time for church – round two

AURORAN POLL
Lawmakers in charge of Federal electoral 

boundaries proposed this month that Aurora be

split in two with Wellington Street as the dividing

line. Residents on the north side of Wellington

Street would still be voting in Newmarket-Aurora,

while residents south of Wellington would be in

the newly created federal riding of Aurora-

Richmond Hill. The move would address some

issues regarding population in electoral districts,

but local officials say Aurora should have a united

voice in Parliament. Are you in favour of the 

proposal to split Aurora voters down the middle

in time for the next federal election?

A )Yes     B) No   C) It makes no difference

This dinner plate is from
an original service used
by countless residents
and travellers at the
Queen’s Hotel. The
Queen’s Hotel was 
a prominent three-storey
Aurora landmark which
stood once upon a time at
the northeast corner of
Yonge and Wellington,
where TD Canada Trust
now stands. A hotel had
stood on the site as early
as the mid-1860s in the
very early days of the
Town. TD purchased the
land in 1970 and began
demolition that
December. The current
bank was opened in 1973.



Page 6 THE AURORAN, Tuesday, October 16, 2012

Letters to the editor

A & F Hair Elite

In the Aurora Shopping Centre

Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3 • Tel: 905-727-6212 ~Since 1970~
Next to No Frills

Frank has been with

48 years!for

A

In

4800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N

f

g

  
   

   
  

 

 

   
    
  
    Sept.20/12
     
    

  AUR       KWS     VW  
             OC     SFP       

M  

  

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
Wellington Medical Centre 
                               & Travel Clinic

www.medhelp.ca 

Dr. E. Chan  Dr. Y. Garcia 
126 Wellington St. West, Ste. 105 

905-841-1633  

“Cover Yourself” 

NJC is a Canadian, independent high school located in Neuchâtel, Switzerland. 
Students in their pre-university year (Grade 12 & AP) develop rapidly through 
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NJC graduates possess the knowledge, con�dence and independence to lead their 
own lives and others in making a positive di�erence in the world.
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NEUCHÂTEL
Real World Experience.
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ing not to buy here – the
property taxes are crip-
pling.  Aurorans, please
try to come out to a meet-
ing. It’s riveting! You can
watch as Councillors
make rezoning decisions
that affect your neigh-
bourhood and you can
speak up if  you disagree.
You’ll see the good people
from The Auroran there,
faithfully taking notes and
looking out for us. And me
in the back row. During
one meeting one of  the

Town Clerks approached
and asked what I was
doing there! Well, I just
want to see where my tax
dollars are going. 
So come out and see how
your Town will be chang-
ing. And you’ll see multi-
million dollar decisions
being made. 
At the very least you’ll
certainly know who to
vote for in the next elec-
tion. 

A. Barbetta
Aurora

Reader applauds Aurora going
back to Municipal Board

A big bouquet  to the
members of  Council who
voted to hire external
counsel for the defence of
their decision to refuse a
proposal to sever the lot at
720 Wellington Street to
create a new lot with a
new driveway opening on
Marksbury Court. 

A very large brickbat
to those still in opposi-
tion. 

The decision, support-
ed by a majority of
Councillors,  reflects the
wishes of  the residents of
Marksbury Court and the
affected Wellington neigh-
bours  to continue to have
their right (for which they
paid when they bought
their home) to enjoy their
stable, established neigh-
bourhood. This 2012 deci-
sion agrees with a similar
decision made by Council
in 1993. 

At the planning meet-
ings it was made clear
that the applicant had a
choice to join the
Marksbury neighbour-

hood as others had done
by simply buying a house
on that street: two have
been available recently.
Alternatively, they could
apply to sever their lot
and share the driveway
they have now which
leads onto Wellington.

The precedent “on the
ground” for this option is
just east of  720
Wellington. The residents
chose instead to incur the
expense of  going to the
Planning Department,
hiring consultants, and
spending their time at two
planning meetings. 

What Councillors Pirri
and Gallo do not seem to
grasp is that residents
have the reasonable
expectation that Council
will accept the wishes of
the affected majority, in
this case the residents of
Marksbury Court and
their affected neighbours,
and not simply bend to the
wishes of  those who
spend money on planning
applications supported by

a Planning Department. 
I’m assuming that

“sound planning princi-
ples” includes a complete,
comprehensive, and thor-
ough review of  all perti-
nent facts – such as previ-
ous Council decisions
from 1993 regarding this
same property. Had the
Planning Department
conducted a thorough
review of  these facts con-
tained in Town records,
money spent by the resi-
dents of  720 Wellington
and about to be spent by
the Town could have been
saved.

I had been concerned
that the Town would not
mount a defense of  the
majority decision at the
OMB. I am glad to see that
I was incorrect and that
the Town will defend vig-
orously the majority deci-
sion. Many thanks to
those Councillors sup-
portive of  the residents.

E.L. Springolo
Aurora

Industrial Parkway sidewalks are “beyond logic”
I was at the presenta-

tion for the sidewalks on
Industrial Parkway. 

I said at that time and
say again why anybody
would consider this proj-
ect at over $2 million is
beyond logic. It is a waste
of  time and money, almost
as big a waste as it has
been already to pay out,
up till now, $94,000 (the
Town’s numbers) for sev-

eral people to study this.
If  they have nothing

better to do with their
time, then maybe it’s time
to cut back on Town Staff.
God knows everybody else
but the government is
being forced to. 

The Council has said
they are looking at an 8
per cent increase in taxes
and they are spending
money not only in waste-

ful ways but in blatantly
stupid ways. Perhaps the
Town has an ulterior
motive, those sneaky dev-
ils, maybe they’re going to
advertise this in Toronto
and upper state New York
as a tourist attraction:
“Come walk the industri-
al area of  Aurora, maybe
watch the factory workers
take a break or have a
smoke, or – if  your timing

On behalf  of  the over
7,400 seniors and care-
givers who receive servic-
es from CHATS -
Community & Home
Assistance to Seniors,
especially those who par-
ticipate in the Adult Day

program at the CHATS
Aurora location, we
thank Mayor Geoff  Dawe
and his 2012 Aurora
Charity Golf
Tournament committee
for supporting CHATS
with $5,000 from the

IN THE PINK: October is
National Breast Cancer
Awareness Month and volun-
teers for the Canadian Cancer
Society fanned out across
Aurora last week to help col-
lect donations for the cause
through the sale of pink 
ribbons. Lesley McDonald
(left) was only too happy to
stop at Real Canadian
Superstore on Saturday
morning to purchase hers
from Cambria Brown and
Caroline Charteris.

Auroran photo 
by Brock Weir

From page 3

annual charity golf  tour-
nament held Thursday,
September 27th at the
Silver Lakes Golf  and
Country Club.

Our goal at CHATS is
to enable seniors to live
well, age well and be well.
CHATS’ quality pro-
grams and wellness edu-
cation enable seniors to
continue living in their
own homes, remain con-
nected to their communi-
ties and out of  emergency
departments, hospital
beds and long term care
facilities.

Being able to attend an
Adult Day program on a
weekly basis provides
healthy social activity for
our clients and in many
cases also provides their
family caregivers time to
recharge and tend to
their own personal

responsibilities. 
While CHATS receives

funding from the Central
LHIN and the United Way
of  York Region, and
through moderate service
fees for some programs,
donations from the com-
munity are crucial to our
ability to serve seniors.  

This funding is partic-
ularly important because
as our seniors’ popula-
tion in York Region and
South Simcoe grows, so
too does the demand for
the services and supports
that CHATS provides.
Funding from the Aurora
Mayors Charity Golf
Tournament meets a crit-
ical need for CHATS in
our provision of  services.
We are very grateful!

Christina Bisanz
CEO, CHATS 

CHATS gives thanks for Mayor’s golf tournament

is right – eat their lunch.”
When are they going to

understand their mandate
is not to spend all the
money the town has AND
all the money the Town
doesn’t have? It is to be,
especially now, fiscally
responsible. Now wouldn’t
that be refreshing?

Peter Harrison
Aurora

Have your say on taxes



a.m. to 5 p.m. The artists
will be on hand to answer
your questions and dis-
cuss their work.
Refreshments will be
served. Admission is free. 

Police Male Choir Tickets
Nothing can compare

to the beautiful music cre-
ated when members of  an
all male choir raise their
voices in song. The York
Regional Police Male
Chorus will be perform-
ing at the Centre again
this year to delight and
impress. Last year, this
event sold out fast so get

your tickets now. Show
time is Sunday, October 21
at 2.30 p.m.. Tickets are $5,
available at reception.

Let’s Square Dance!
Square dancing has

proven to be a fun interac-
tive pastime for people of
all ages. The music is live-
ly, the dances are educa-
tional and amusing (there
are usually lots of
laughs), and they trigger
new friendships. It does-
n’t matter if  your spouse
isn’t interested. You can
just show up alone or
together. Singles and cou-

ples are encouraged to
join in and learn tradi-
tional square dancing. It
started Monday and con-
tinues every Monday from
12.15 p.m. to 1 p.m.

A Cirque du Soleil Mystery
If  you’ve seen any of

the ads on television for
Cirque du Soleil, you will
be aware of  the beautiful,
stylistic performances
that make them famous.
You can enjoy one of  these
spectacular shows when
the Centre offers
Amaluna.
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SENIOR
SCAPE

Sylvia Dickens

Health Way

15403 Yonge St.   Aurora   905.898.2000

Massage and Acupuncture
fully licensed specialists

We accept all benefit & health care plans

75 % off Massage and Acupuncture
Call to book your appointment

If  you suffer from
Arthritis you need to be
aware of  effective
advancements that can
eliminate years of  pain,
suffering,  immobility and
frustration. 

You may have told your
doctor you suffer with one
or more of  the following:
sore, stiff  knees, painful
achy hips, low back pain,
mid back pain, neck stiff-
ness or pain, hand stiff-
ness,, shoulder pain or
elbow pain. 

You may find that your
pain or stiffness affects
your work, housekeeping,
leisure activities, exer-
cise, sports or other activ-
ities. You go to the drug
store or to your doctor
and get pills to help
relieve your pain. But you
find the pain keeps com-
ing back. 

So you go back, again
and again, and get the
same or different drugs to
make you feel better. Your
doctor may eventually
say....  “I’ve done all I can
do  - use the drugs to cope
with the pain”.
Alternatively, the doctor
may refer you to a special-
ist who may tell you that
surgery is needed or is an
option for you.

However, many people
are hesitant to have sur-
gery given its invasive
nature.  It is important to
know that although sur-
gery is sometimes neces-

sary, it is considered a last
resort in most cases. 

You are likely frustrat-
ed by having to suffer
with the come and go pain
but may also be con-
cerned on your dependen-
cy on the pills and their
possible side effects. You
may have heard that there
are serious health risks
associated with chronic
use (or overuse) of  pain
pills or anti-inflammatory
drugs that include dam-
age to the liver, kidneys
and gut.

Although the pain
killing or anti-inflamma-
tory drugs are  designed
to numb the pain they do
not correct the underlying
root causes of  the pain  

The most common
underlying causes include
nutritional problems, pos-
tural problems, infec-
tions, chemicals and
immune system prob-
lems. 

Medical doctors largely
focus on medications to
give relief  but sufferers
need to be aware that
there are additional choic-
es available for many
cases of  arthritis that are
effective and safe. These
natural approaches have

helped many sufferers
improve  their lives dra-
matically.

To help sufferers an
upcoming  workshop is
being provided on
Arthritis relief. This eye

opening information has
helped countless sufferers
to feel better, have more
mobility, increased flexi-
bility and vastly improved
function.

Many sufferers have
found the information has
led them  to remarkable
improvements  in per-
forming daily activities
that include sports and
athletics, leisure activi-
ties, housekeeping tasks,
work duties and taking
care of  their kids.

“These natural
approaches have helped
many sufferers improve
their lives dramatically”.

In many cases, suffer-
ers have found that they
been able to avoid unnec-
essary surgery. As a com-
munity service this work-
shop is free. The work-
shop will be held on Wed
Oct 24, from 7:30 pm – 9:00
pm. at the King West
Wellness Centre 141 King
Rd., Unit 10, Richmond
Hill. Seating is limited.

To make reservations
call  877-334-2785.

ARTHRITIS: BACK, NECK AND JOINT PAIN
Advancements in Finding Lasting Relief  

Advertorial

There are other 
approaches, beyond the

use of drugs and surgery,
that have safely and 

effectively helped many
sufferers find lasting relief. 

SHOES DON’T FORGET - EARN FREE SHOES- JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

Raz & Mae Khamissa, owners of Omar Shoes

14800 Yonge St. • Aurora Shopping Centre • 

SHOES
EST. 1970

to come into Omars Shoes for      a consultation
with their friendly, informed staff.    
                                 .

Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes

WHERE  GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT

905-727-9391 www.omarsshoes.com

Tristina Chelsea 
Black

Tristina Chelsea 
Brown

We confidently sell Rockport 
because of their ultimate comfort and minimal break-in period.

Making Style Comfortable
Comfort plus a hint of something new in

exciting leathers you’ve come to know and love in a Rockport.
 

Tristina Gore 
Brown

Tristina Gore 
Black

Purchase a pair 
of Rockport shoes 
on Saturday, 
October 20 
and receive a 
FREE GIFT!
Also, fill out 
a ballot for a chance 
to 
a pair of 
Rockport Shoes!

ROCKPORT 
DAY

WIN

Students from Light of Christ Catholic School and
Highview Public School gathered in Norm Weller Park
after the final bell Thursday afternoon to watch as
police continued their investigation into the death of a
man whose body was found in the tennis court that
morning.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Foul play ruled out after body discovered in Norm Weller Park
By Brock Weir

Police have ruled out
foul play in the body of  a
man discovered
Thursday morning in the
tennis courts at Norm
Weller Park. 

York Regional Police
are continuing their
investigations into the
death, who, at press time,
was yet to be identified. 

Police were on the
scene through Thursday
afternoon after respond-
ing to a call to the park,
located on McClellan Way
near Bathurst that morn-
ing at 11.45 a.m. from a
park user who happened
upon a body that
appeared to have no vital
signs. Police combed the

area and by that after-
noon many curious
onlookers had gathered
to watch police continue
their investigations. 

The deceased is
described as a white male
between the ages of  40
and 50 years of  age.
According to the York
Regional Police, there
was no identification on
the body and officers can-
vassed nearby neighbour-
hoods for any leads on
who he might be. While
that investigation contin-
ued, Constable Andy
Pattenden told The
Auroran that police had
ruled out foul play. 

“A canvass of  the area
will be conducted to
determine a time-line of

when the deceased was
first sighted in the 
area,” said Constable
Pattenden.  

“We arrived on the
scene and confirmed that
it was an adult male,
deceased, and the area is
closed off  for investiga-
tion,” he told The
Auroran.

Police and forensics
were on the scene most of
the day, along with Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe, and mem-
bers of  the Town of
Aurora’s Parks
Department. By the after-
noon, the area had
attracted a large number
of  students from the adja-
cent Light of  Christ
Catholic School and
Highview Public School. 

Following the discov-
ery of  the body, police
asked the schools to keep
their students inside
while the initial phase of
the investigation was
underway, but stressed
there were no security
issues involved. 

The investigation is
ongoing.

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to contact
the York Regional Police
#1 District Criminal
Investigations Bureau at
1-866-876-5423, x.7141,
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-TIPS, to leave an
anonymous tip online at
www.1800222tips.com or
text your tip to CRIMES
(274637) starting with the
word YORK.

As a child, I delved into
various art forms, but my
favorite was pencil draw-
ings. Subjects usually
came from nature. I’ll
never forget the day a
squirrel sat atop a tree out-
side my bedroom window,
eating a pear he’d
acquired from our neigh-
bor’s tree. It amazed me
how he peeled the pear
before eating the good
parts.

Since I didn’t have any
paper or pencil handy, I fig-
ured he would go if  I went
to get them, so I studied
him.

About 10 minutes later,
when he finished his pear
and moved on, I rushed
downstairs to get some
supplies and drew a rea-
sonably impressive sketch
of  him. It was one of  those
childhood items you wish
you still had in your collec-
tion. 

Trees were always a
challenge. As I struggled
to get the trunk just right,
my father tried to give me
a few hints. It’s kind of
like learning to drive a car.
Your parent is not neces-
sarily the best teacher for
you.

In my mid-30s, the
secret of  three-dimension-
al drawing was revealed
through a drawing course
at Humber College. My
degree of  mastery in a
mere six weeks surprised
me, even though I still had
a very long way to go.

Shortly after, I gave up
drawing for journalism,
but abandoning art hasn’t
stopped me from enjoying
the work of  others.

If  you are like me and
wish you could create such
beautiful and realistic art,
or are just amazed by it,
you will enjoy this.

Art Show and Sale
The Aurora Seniors’

Centre will host the
Aurora Collective Artists
18th annual Art Show and
Sale on October 27 from 10

Continued on page 21

You don’t have to be an artist to enjoy 
this beautiful form of expression
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676 Wellington E. (Corner of Wellington/Bayview)

11 22 for  for 

Beef Gyro 
Wraps For both Wraps!7 $ 99

905-503-7482

EARLY BIRD EARLY BIRD SPECIALS

Includes installation of your winter tires, 
cleaning & resealing rims 

Exp. Oct 24/12

$100 REBATE WITH THE PURCHASE OF 4 TIRES
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE www.fixmyar.ca

TIRE STORAGE WINTER TIRE CHANGE-OVER 
50$ 00

Plus Tax 
Per Season 59$ 99

Plus Tax 

Set of 4 Tires Most Cars Incl.Change-over included
Get longer life out of your tires by storing them 

in a climate controlled facility. 
Fully insured secure warehouse.

SCAN HERE

Aurora 
297 Wellington St. E., 

905-841-8105

Newmarket 
135 Davis Drive 
905-657-1101

Mars Tire

Exp. Oct. 24/12

All right, who took the bench from Rotary
Park? It was removed several weeks ago and
hasn’t been seen since.

No matter, according to Jim Tree, who is working
with the club to improve the land, the Town of  
Aurora will replace the missing bench, and Tree 
can get on with the job at hand.

The Rotary Park, located on Gurnett Street, with 
entrances to the facility on Gurnett at Kennedy and
Cousins Drive, has been part of  the Rotary family for
years.

Rotarians decided last year to invest a total of
$45,000 to make the park more accessible.

To that end, Rotarians, throughout Aurora, are 
selling stone slabs for $100 each.

If  you’re interested, call Greg Foster at 727-1250,
during office hours.

Mr. Tree was scheduled as the guest speaker at our
regular Rotary meeting to outline his plans for Phase
II and III.

He also planned to look into the installation of  an 
“on-site” sign with more information about how you
can purchase one of  the stones.

Rotary Park is one of  the Town’s oldest Parks run-
ning through the valley system from Cousins Drive in
the south to Gurnett Street in the north.

As one of  Aurora’s oldest parks, the Rotary Club of
Aurora recognized the park would benefit from 
some investment to enhance the experience of  
visitors enjoying the park.

Rotary approached the Town of  Aurora and offered
to fund upgrades to the park over a period of  three
years with a contribution of  $45,000.

Phase one has been completed. The Gurnett Street
entrance, located at the bottom of  Kennedy Street East,
has been landscaped and a new plaza with a seating
area (where the bench was) has been introduced.

Phase two of  the project, which will begin soon, 
involves enhancing the Cousins Drive entrance.

Details of  phase three are still under consideration.
In addition to the enhanced surroundings and com-

fort, phase one of  the project also provides
residents with the opportunity to show their pride

in Aurora and “own a piece of  the park”
by having their name, family name or company

name engraved in stone by the seating area. Company
logos are also possible.

Several stones have already been sold and some
have been engraved in memory of  loved ones.

Each stone is approximately 6 ½ inches high and
eight inches wide and can accommodate up to 44 char-
acters including spaces.

Stones are available at $100 each and would make a
wonderful Christmas gift. There are about 1,000 stones
available.

To secure a stone and select your preferred location
please download an order form at
www.auroraclicks.com/rotaryclubofaurora.

Click on the heading Rotary Club Stone Form and
mail it along with your cheque to: Rotary Club of
Aurora, P.O. Box 71512, Aurora North, Aurora, ON L4G
6S9.

Rotarian members also have order forms available.
All proceeds from the sale of  the stones will support

future Rotary Park enhancements as well as other Club
initiatives in the community.

If  you would like additional information please con-
tact Greg Foster, the Rotarian who is managing the
project for Rotary at 905-727-6193 or by email welu-
vmm1@gmail.com. 

ROTARY
CORNER

By Brock Weir

It’s time to cut the cord on
using the interest on
Aurora’s hydro funds,
according to Councillor
Michael Thompson. 

The Councillor brought
forward a motion at Council
last week calling on the
Town to wean itself  off  the
interest garnered each year
by the $33 million in the
bank left over from the sale
of  Aurora Hydro which con-
tinues to be siphoned off  and
used to help buffer the
Town’s annual budget and,
in turn, your taxes.

Specifically, he called on
Council to “adopt a plan to
be implemented during this
term to eliminate our
reliance on using the inter-
est from the Aurora Hydro
Sale Investment Fund to mit-
igate property taxes. 

“Hydro produced rev-
enue for the Town of  almost
$1.2 million and that was
used to offset some of  the
operating costs to the
Town,” said Councillor
Thompson speaking to his
motion. “With the sale of  the
assets, a plan was put in
place to sort of  wean the
Town off  the dependence of
the interest that was being

generated by the funds of
the sale as far back as 2006
and the report we have
tonight talks about a plan to
reduce that by one per cent
per year until that got to
zero. 

“Originally it was sup-
posed to be eliminated in
2010. It has been reduced a
number of  times from $1.2
million down to $600,000 and
I would like to see this
Council on principle take a
stand to commit to reducing
that to zero either within our
term or over a year period.”

Considering comments
made earlier in the evening
by Councillor Evelyn Buck
on her concern a Council in
the future might “fritter
away” the money already in
the account, Councillor
Thompson argued that
Councils since the establish-
ment of  the fund have essen-
tially been doing just that as
interest is not going into the
account. The fund’s buying
power over that time has
been reduced and that has
led to a significant hit in the
bottom line, he added.

“I look at the $35 million
and I look at the housing
prices in 2006 and the aver-
age house was $250,000. You
could have bought 100 hous-

es at that time,” he said.
“Today the average house is
$469,000 so you can only by 75
houses with the money we
have left. I am concerned
about us frittering it away
because if  we’re not taking
care of  the principle and
building it through the inter-
est then it will slowly fritter
away and buy us less and
less every year. 

“Given our budgetary
pressures this year, I think it
would be fair to say we make
a minimal contribution or
reduction of  $100,000 in 2003,
another minimal reduction
of  $200,000 in 2014 and then
the remainder in 2005,” he
ventured. “Should the budg-
et pressures not be as great
next year when we sit
around the budget table and
reduce it completely, so be it
and let’s have a discussion. 

“I just think it comes all
down to good governance
and good planning and by
spreading it over a two or
three year period it would
allow staff  to prepare for it
and formalize the process.
Up until this point it has
been a direction and never
formalized.”

While Councillors were
generally in agreement that
something needed to be done

to wean Aurora off  the
Hydro interest, there was no
clear consensus on just how
that could be accomplished.
Councillor Evelyn Buck, for
instance, said that “hard fig-
ures” needed to be presented
to Council on how much of
an immediate impact
Councillor Thompson’s plan
would have on the Town and
Taxpayers. The timeline, she
said, might not be one for
this Council to put in place,
since they are essentially
halfway through the current
term.

This was a view shared
largely by Councillor John
Gallo who said he was com-
pletely open to discussion,
he said he did not support
what Councillor Thompson
put forward as it couldn’t be
eliminated within this term.
The motion should be kept
open ended, he said, and
kept in mind when going
through the budget process. 

Town Treasurer Dan
Elliott suggested that it be
taken one step at a time and
that Councillors should
instruct staff  to prepare a
budget showing a $100,000
reduction in the 2013 budget
year, but Councillor Michael
Thompson said there needed
to be a “definitive plan.”

Reliance on Hydro Fund interest is hurting its value: Council

New rules govern $33 million Hydro pot
By Brock Weir

A number of  rules gov-
erning how the Town can
authorise the use of  funds
garnered in from the sale of
Aurora Hydro were changed
at Council last week.

Described as housekeep-
ing matters, as well as recom-
mendations to streamline
the process, the new rules
provide more clarity on how
Council can approve any-
thing to do with the future of
the funds.

Of  primary concern were
the number of  Councillors
needing to be present at any
one time before a vote can be
taken on the money’s future.
As it stood before Tuesday, a
full complement of  Council
needed to be present for the
vote. Failing that after three
consecutive meetings, this
number would fall to full
Council less one member,
and so on.  This, argued
Town staff  and some
Councillors, could ultimate-
ly – and perhaps inadvertent-
ly – give any one Councillor a
semblance of  veto power
over any plans that come for-
ward.

The changes were
approved unanimously by
Councillors present last
week. Councillor Paul Pirri
did not attend the meeting.

Of  the current roster of
councillors, only Evelyn
Buck and Wendy Gaertner
are still serving from the
time the original rules were
put in place in the second to
last term of  Council. The lat-
ter spoke at Tuesday’s meet-
ing that giving Councillors
veto power was not what was
intended at the time.

“[The intent] was that all
members of  Council be pres-
ent when the discussion and
decision of  what to do with
this money be made,” said
Councillor Wendy Gaertner.
“I was concerned with that

What Councillors ulti-
mately voted on was to put
the responsibility onto Town
Staff  to come up with a
“multi-year plan” to elimi-
nate the reliance on hydro.

“While I recognize at the
time of  the Hydro ownership
we were receiving a $900,000
dividend supporting the tax
rate, that was all fine and
well and the decision was
made to sell that,” said Mr.
Elliott. “We now need to fig-

ure out how to embrace the
impacts that that decision
has and that we don’t have
that $900,000 dividend.

“In some municipal treas-
urer circles we refer to these
as tax rate crutches. They
sort of  prop up the tax rate
artificially but eventually
that crutch is going to wear
out and you’re going to have
to embrace the reality that it
is not available, it is not sus-
tainable long-term.”

and asked for an amend-
ment and my amendment
was that should there be
three consecutive meetings
and a person is still not able
to attend that we could move
the process along. The rea-
son I wanted that amend-
ment is that I wanted to
cover the situation where
somebody might be serious-
ly ill or have another impor-
tant reason for not being at
the table to discuss the
funds.”

The intention, she said,
was not to allow anyone to
“stymie” the process and
there was never any discus-
sion at the table other than
allowing the process to go
forward if  someone was
unable to attend. 

The one lingering con-
cern councillors had over
the recommendation on the

floor last week, however, was
whether the 30 day notice
that will be required to be
given to the public whenever
a recommendation on the
future of  the money is going
to come forward, is ade-
quate.

This was a view shared
by Councillor Buck, who
said her preference at the
time was to essentially “put
the money in a treasure
chest and bury it” so no one
would be able to “fritter it
away” in the future. 

“I think it needs to be rec-
ognized by Council that
there needs to be a bylaw in
place and the community
needs to know it will not just
be siphoned off  without any
significant discussion and
without 30 days notice, I’m
not sure if  that is enough to
give the community.

“I think there are good
intentions, but there are lim-
its on the power of  any par-
ticular Council once a
Council changes a new
Council can change that. If
this Council decides to frit-
ter that away on a heritage
park, god knows where that
would get us. This Council
will have to answer for it, but
it won’t be me.”

Councillor Chris Ballard
said he agreed with
Councillors Buck and
Gaertner and he too ques-
tioned whether 30 days is
enough for “such a signifi-
cant event as to have
Council dipping its hands
into the cookie jar.”

“I think more time than
that is necessary to engage
the public, but I am willing
to stick with 30 days,” he
said. 
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AURORA Housing Market
in September 2012

DETACHED: units sold -
25, average price - $863,099
S E M I - D E TA C H E D :  
units sold - 5, average price
- $418,150
TOWNHOUSE:  units sold
- 12, average price - $408,500
CONDO TOWNHOUSE:
units sold - 4, average price
- $470,000
CONDO APT.:  units sold -
7, average price - $368,186

Strong Average Price
Growth in September 
TORONTO, October 3,

2012 – Greater Toronto Area
(GTA) REALTORS® report-
ed 5,879 transactions
through the TorontoMLS
system in September 2012.
The average selling price
for these transactions was
$503,662, representing an
increase of  more than 8.5
per cent compared to last
year. 

The number of  transac-
tions was down by 21 per
cent in comparison to
September 2011. However, it
is important to note that
there were two fewer work-
ing days in September 2012

compared to September
2011. The majority of  trans-
actions are entered on
working days. On a per
working day basis, sales
were down by 12.5 per cent
year-over-year. 

“While sales have been
lower due to stricter mort-
gage lending guidelines, we
continue to see substantial
competition between buy-

ers. The months of  inventory
trend remains low from a
historic perspective, which
explains the strong price
increases we are experienc-
ing,” said Toronto Real
Estate Board (TREB)
President Ann Hannah. 

September average sell-
ing prices were up compared
to last year for all major
home types. Price growth
was strongest in the City of
Toronto, including for condo-
minium apartments with

eight per cent year-over-
year growth. All bench-
mark home types included
in the MLS® Home Price
Index (MLS® HPI) experi-
enced year-over-year price
increases, with substantial-
ly stronger increases for
low-rise home types. 

“Barring a major change
to the consensus economic
outlook, home price growth
is expected to continue
through 2013. Based on
inventory levels, price
growth will be strongest for
low-rise home types, includ-
ing single-detached and
semi-detached houses and
town homes,” said TREB’s
Senior Manager of  Market
Analysis, Jason Mercer.

For inquiries contact
Elena and Alvart
Simovonian, sales represen-
tatives, at 905-889-2200,

H o m e L i f e /
Bayview Realty Inc, 
Brokerage.

For the full Market
Report and loads of  other
information and real estate
related calculators, please
visit our website at
www.HomeInfoAtoZ.com

REAL ESTATE NEWSLETTER
A Monthly Insight into the Current Real Estate Market

Advertorial
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Public to have say on Federal riding changes this week
By Brock Weir

Public hearings are set
for this week on the future
of  Aurora’s federal elec-
toral boundaries.

Members of  the
Federal Electoral
Boundaries Commission
will give the public a
chance to have their say
Thursday and Friday in
Richmond Hill, where the
extensive boundary revi-
sions for much of  York
Region will be up for pub-
lic discussion. 

Aurora is not going to
go unscathed in this pro-
posed boundary revision
and if  the Commission
gets its way, Aurora voters
will be split in two at
Wellington Street, with
the north side remaining
part of  Newmarket-
Aurora while everything
south of  Wellington will
become part of  a newly
formed riding called
Aurora-Richmond Hill,
comprised of  the north-
west section of  the town to
our south. 

Meetings begin
Thursday, October 18 at 11
a.m. at Richmond Hill’s
Sheraton Parkway North

Toronto Hotel and Suites,
in their Aurora Room. The
hotel is located at 600
Highway 7 East. The sec-
ond meeting will be held
in the same location the
following morning at 10
a.m. 

Since plans were
announced this summer,
the Commissioners inten-
tions for Aurora have been
met with widespread criti-
cism from Newmarket-
Aurora MP Lois Brown,
MPP Frank Klees, Mayor
Geoffrey Dawe and the
public at large.

Last week, Council
approved proposing 
three alternatives to the
Commissioners in
advance of  this week’s
meeting. As The Auroran
reported in our October 9
issue, all three proposals
keep Aurora intact, but
present different configu-
rations.

The first option is to
merge Aurora with the
northern part of
Richmond Hill, along the
line that has historically
been known as Oak
Ridges. According to the
Town, this proposal takes
into account the “natural

divide” of  the Oak Ridges
Moraine as well as the his-
toric connections between
Aurora and Oak Ridges. 

The second option
would be Aurora-King-
Whitchurch, which, as the
name suggests, comprises
the Town of  Aurora, 
King Township, and
Whitchurch without
Stouffville. This option
has affects on other pro-
posed riding changes in
the other Towns and here
Richmond Hill would be
divided into two ridings
within their own Town
limits, with Stouffville
joining a Markham riding.

A third option is to
keep Newmarket-Aurora
largely intact, but running
the riding up only as far
north as Davis Drive.

“This proposed riding
is the closest to the target
population of  the three
options and results in an
even population split
between the Town of
Aurora and the Town of
Newmarket (50.4 per cent
and 49.6 per cent respec-
tively,” said the Town.
“This delineation no
longer includes portions
of  two municipalities on

either side of  Newmarket
and allows for the 10 feder-
al electoral districts that
cover York Region to be
located completely within
York Region boundaries.

“Prior to the creation of
the Regional Municipality
of  York, the southern bor-
der of  the Township of
East Gwillimbury was
Davis Drive/Highway 9.
This new delineation
makes a Northern York
riding possible that does
not require parts of
Simcoe County and
Durham Region and cre-
ates a logical boundary
across the entire Region at
Highway 9/Davis Drive.”

While Councillors did
not specify which option
they preferred on the list,
all three will be heading to
the commissioner.

“It was educational for
me and there are options
here where they would get
a sense that we’re compro-
mising, so that is a good
thing,” said Councillor
John Gallo at Tuesday’s
Council meeting.

Earlier in the evening,
Aurora resident Cliff
Davies came forward with
his own proposal. He said

looking ahead for the next
federal election or two, the
proposals put forth by the
Federal Electoral
Boundaries Commission
will likely mean as York
Region communities grow,
they will soon be back at
the drawing board redefin-
ing Federal ridings to
make sure each communi-
ty has adequate represen-
tation. Whatever comes
forward, he said, needs to
be firmed up through 2018.

“My suggestion for the
boundaries are St. John’s
Sideroad as the Aurora
north boundary, across to
the 18th at highway 400
and east at Warden
Avenue. Now we take Hwy
400 southbound to the

King/Vaughan Road and
you’ll notice these two
joints at the 400 do not link
into the 400. They are not
linked into the 400. 

“Across from the King-
Vaughan road to Jefferson
and Stouffville Road
across to Warden Avenue,
that provides basically a
square, equal in distance
each way. If  you drive
through King City, you
will notice a fantastic
amount of  new buildings
going in there. With that
number of  people going in
and the extension Oak
Ridges has gone through
in the last few years, 
I think we will amount to
the number of  people
required.”

United Way looks to “connect” communities
By Wendy Soloduik

In order for any communi-
ty to flourish, residents must
feel connected. 

This concept is the founda-
tion of  the latest, and largest
announcement made by the
United Way of  York Region
(UWYR).

Stemming from a year of
research at the grassroots
level, including working 
with residents at the 
Charles Darrow Housing 
Co-Operative in Aurora, the
UWYR has pledged to fund-
raise an additional $2 million
over the next five years,
a  “Strength Investment” they
believe will help residents
“get connected”.

The $2 million will be
spread between the nine
municipalities within York
Region, adding to the more
than $300,000 of  funding
already raised in the past two
years over and above existing
funding for long-term 
programs.

The Strength Investment
message was recently deliv-
ered by UWYR CEO Daniele
Zanotti, in Markham.
Gathered to hear the message
were residents and represen-
tatives from community-
based groups, government,
businesses, places of  worship
and labour.

They heard the results of
canvassing York Region
municipalities to find out
how to build social infrastruc-
ture that would endure in
future years. Throughout the
study, York Region residents
expressed their concerns
about the increasing pres-
sures of  deepening poverty, a
lack of  affordable housing
and the challenges of  hous-
ing affordability.

“But more than the issues
and problems, regardless of
the municipality, three key
messages emerged: people
love their community; people
don’t feel connected; people
want to get involved,” said

Zanotti. 
“A lot of  learning was

done in Aurora,” Zanotti told
The Auroran. “Residents of
the Charles Darrow demon-
strated that even with very
few dollars people can create
their own solutions.”

Zanotti references the
$150,000 given to residents of
the co-op to create communi-
ty programs, including a gar-
den, an after-school program,
parent support group and
youth leadership group.

“The report...magnifies

the work done at the Charles
Darrow,” said Zanotti. “We
want to invest more into that
kind of  mentality – commu-
nity led initiatives. United
Way is committed to support-
ing not only the formal front-
line programs – something
we have done for decades –
but with this announcement,
the informal supports that
connect people to communi-
ty: because we know commu-
nity attachment matters, it
takes years to build, and it is
the best prevention to many

social problems.” 
With the funding

announcement in place, the
United Way will now revisit
the five high-growth munici-
palities – East Gwillimbury,
Markham, Newmarket,
Richmond Hill and Vaughan
– who have already shown
support for the program.
Over the next six months, rep-
resentatives from the UWYR
will attend community cen-

From page 20



By Brock Weir

Issues of  financial
“security” found in
Aurora’s 2011 munici-
pal audit will remain
behind closed doors, at
least for the time being.

Despite being billed
as “clean”, it was a
bumpy road for the
audit to get to that
point. Some of  these
bumps were severe
enough to be taken into
closed session earlier
this month away from
the public gaze. These
included issues identi-
fied by the auditors as
an issue which could
identify a member of
staff.

“It is not uncommon
when auditors, whether
it is specific issues or
financial transactions
that are at issue, errors
that are at issue, or in
the case at hand, some
internal control issues
they wish to discuss,”
said Town Treasurer
Dan Elliott to
Councillors at last
week’s Council meet-
ing, reviewing what had
transpired the previous
week. 

“The point to the
security of  financial
assets of  the corpora-
tion, the exposure [is
the] risk of  those finan-
cial assets and that’s
why those are held in

closed session when
appropriate. It’s the
financial assets of  the
corporation to protect
the security.”

This explanation was
not good enough, 
however, for those
Councillors who remain
adamant that the audit
should not have gone
into closed session in
the first place. When
pressed by Councillor
Evelyn Buck, Mr. Elliott
offered the following
“wild example that does
not exist at the Town”
to justify the move.

“If  the auditors dis-
covered there was a way
of  registering and
appearing to pay for
parks programming
online with a credit
card when in fact no
charge resulted to your
transaction, they would
want to report that to
you, but I don’t think
they would want to have
that discussion in pub-
lic until the concern
was rectified,” said Mr.
Elliott. “[That’s an
example of  something]
if  it continued, or there
was an opportunity for
someone to take advan-
tage of  that informa-
tion, [it would] put the
financial assets of  the
corporation at risk.”

Although Councillor
Buck said that example
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The Save Happy  
18 month 2.20% GIC

In 18 months it’s  
Happy Earnaversary.

The Save Happy GIC hits the sweet spot with 2.20% for 18 months - one of the highest rates on the market - but at 
a shorter term that won’t lock up your money for years on end.

Drop by your nearest branch. Or pay us a visit at meridiancu.ca/savehappy to see how we’re reinventing 
neighbourhood banking.

™Trademarks of Meridian Credit Union Limited. The Save Happy GIC is only available until December 15, 2012. Rates are subject to change without notice. The interest rate is calculated 
annually and paid upon maturity at the end of the 18 months, minimum deposit of $1,000 required. Other conditions may apply.

meridiancu.ca

     

  

  

 

  

  

Municipal financial “security”
issue to remain behind closed
doors...for now

FIRE SAFETY IN AURORA
(1)    All Aboard: Participants at this year’s open house were able to
hop a train which ferried people from the parking lot at the Stronach
Aurora Recreation Complex to the nearby fire station. (2) “Sparky”,
the CYFS mascot, was on hand to greet participants and share his
own safety tips. (3) People were able to get a taste of the old and the
new as today’s complex fire engines were contrasted with models
that served Aurora in its early days. 

Auroran photos by David Falconer

11 22
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LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR!
UP TO

$11,500
IN 

DISCOUNTS 
FOR 

CASH PURCHASE♦

MODEL YEAR END EVENT

Recycle your 2006 model year or older vehicle and receive up to $3,000† towards the cash purchase, 
fi nancing or leasing of an eligible 2012 or 2013 GMC Sierra.

$3,000†UP
TO

DO YOUR PART FOR THE ENVIRONMENT BY UPGRADING 
YOUR OLD VEHICLE TO A NEW PICKUP.

INTRODUCING

Visit us at:
BUYGMC.CA

VEHICLE PRICING IS NOW EASIER TO UNDERSTAND BECAUSE ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE FREIGHT, PDI AND MANDATORY GOVERNMENT LEVIES.
Prices do not include applicable taxes and PPSA. Consumers may be required to pay up to $799 for Dealer fees.***

2012 ACADIA 2012 TERRAIN
LOWEST PRICE OF THE YEAR WITH $8,000 
MODEL YEAR END CREDIT♦

MODEL YEAR END 
CREDITS UP TO
$11,500♦

LOWEST PRICE & PAYMENT OF THE YEAR WITH 
$3,500 MODEL YEAR END CREDIT♦

BEST-IN-CLASS TOWING
CAPABILITY OF 5,200 LBS♣

(WHEN PROPERLY EQUIPPED)

BETTER HIGHWAY FUEL 
EFFICIENCY THAN CR-V, 
RAV4 & ESCAPE HYBRID∆

 IIHS 2012 Top Safety Pick© 
 Seating for 8
  Stabilitrak® Electronic Stability Control
System with ABS
 Best-in-Class Maximum Cargo Volume♣

 Rear Vision Camera
 7-in. Touch Screen Display
  Bluetooth® with Steering Wheel Controls
 IIHS 2012 Top Safety Pick©

  Best-in-Class Rear Seat Legroom♠

2012 SIERRA LIGHT DUTY
AVAILABLE FEATURES

Best-in-Class 4x4 V8 Highway Fuel Effi ciency∆ 
326 HP V8 with 6-speed Automatic Transmission 
Heavy Duty Trailering with Trailer Sway Control
Dual-zone Automatic Climate Control and 6-way 
Power Driver Seat
Sierra Works, Tows and Hauls on Regular Fuel
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60 MONTHS ON 2013 SIERRA LIGHT DUTY TRUCKS‡.



over the years. If  organiz-
ers get their money, they
plan on extensively fitting
the interior for office use
and putting an 8,000 to
10,000 square foot addi-
tion onto the building
which would be for muse-
um and office space. 

“It would be a new, per-
manent home to the
Aurora Collection – and it
certainly needs a new per-
manent home,” he said.
“We would have purpose
built high-quality muse-
um space which could for-
ever do it justice to the
depth and breadth of  the
collection, which is really
an unseen gem at the
present time.

“Civic and private
function space would be
essential. We would like it
to be able to house public

and private functions up
to a couple of  hundred
people – weddings, par-
ties, celebrations, gradua-
tions, school trips, any
and all kinds of  civic
functions would be able to
be housed.”

Next would be Horton
Place, the warm yellow-
brick house on the south
corner currently occu-
pied by John McIntyre. If
this can be acquired – and
it seems like that is a dis-
tinct likelihood – its
remarkable state of
preservation would also
lend it to museum space
as well as meeting func-
tions.

As for the grounds,
organizers hope to turn
the 4.2 acres of  space into

Continued on page 17
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Results–Focused Service

By Brock Weir

An ambitious project,
which would amalgamate
Aurora’s Hillary House
with the two properties
immediately south to
form a Heritage Park,
would serve an “anchor”
to north Yonge Street,
according to organizers. 

These were the words
brought to Council last
week by Bill Albino, one
of  the main forces driv-
ing the proposed Hillary-

McIntyre Park. If  plans
come to fruition, the proj-
ect – which will clock in
at roughly $10 million
gathered from three fund-
ing sources – would come
together forming a 4.2
acre heritage park that
could also be home to the
Aurora Museum. 

“We think that once
the property is trans-
formed it will basically
anchor the whole of
north Yonge Street and
would bring the whole

Yonge-Wellington corri-
dor into a whole new
space with respect to the
rest of  the Town,” Mr.
Albino told Council in his
presentation Tuesday.
“We would have a perime-
ter defined by a gateway.
We would put a large
entry into [the park]
which would be inviting
and would build upon the
assets that are there –
three amazing properties,
4.2 acres with some of  the
best heritage trees you

can imagine.”
Starting from the

north, Hillary House
would essentially be
maintained as-is and dis-
played as a museum of  a
typical working doctor’s
house. Immediately south
is the Readman House,
currently owned by real-
tor Bruce Sprague, which
is the centre of  the most
ambitious plans. 

Constructed around
1910, the building been
transformed many times

An artist’s rendering of what the Hillary-McIntyre Park could look like as an “anchor” for the north end of Yonge
Street. From left: Horton Place, the proposed gateway to unify the site with Fleury Park at the rear of the prop-
erty, the Readman House with the proposed modern addition, and Hillary House.

Drawing by Suzanne Reiner (Aurora Historical Society)

ties” as other board mem-
bers. 

“An early concern
expressed by the Town’s
auditor, solicitor, and mem-
bers of  Council was the lack
of  representation on the
board of  the ACC,” said
Aurora CAO Neil Garbe in
the report which is before
Councillors this week. “The
ACC has agreed to include
two Council appointees,
which will be enshrined in
the agreement.”

According to Mr. Garbe,
the intention is to now have
two members of  Council,
rather than staff  members,
on the board.

Aurora’s collection of  his-
toric artefacts will also have
a permanent museum home
at the Cultural Centre if  the
deal is approved as well, with
artefacts taking over the sec-
ond floor “Aurora Room”,
which includes original
blackboards left over from

the Church Street School. 
The agreement specifies

that the Town of  Aurora will
have “exclusive use” of  the
room, which has been used
over the years for art exhibi-
tions as well as exhibitions of
heritage and cultural inter-
est, beginning January 1,
2014 for “the purpose of
operating a museum for her-
itage artefacts and other
related uses at the Town’s
sole discretion, at no expense
to the Centre.”

It also spells out that the
ACC will not be required to
spend its resources or staff
time on such a museum.

“This space had previous-
ly been requested by the
Aurora Historical Society
for this purpose,” said Mr.
Garbe in his report.
“Additionally, the agreement
also provides for rotating dis-
plays throughout the entire
building, partnerships with
ACC for collaborative dis-
plays throughout the year,
[and] retained use of  the

library room, archive space,
and all other space.

“With this space now
being dedicated to the dis-
play of  artefacts and a sched-
ule for rotating and collabo-
rative displays throughout
the building, this may now
qualify as a museum for the
purposes of  receiving a
Community Museum
Operating Grant. 

“While there is a finan-
cial cost to giving up the
Aurora Room for bookings,
it was agreed by the ACC
that cultural programming
could be shifted to not
impact the mandate of  the
ACC under the terms of  the
agreement.”

The Aurora Cultural
Centre’s current agreement
with the Town expires at the
end of  the year. Under the
current plan, the Town gives
$356,900 to the ACC as a
grant and bears $133,565 for
maintenance and upkeep
based on 2012 numbers. If
the new agreement is passed
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Arts & Culture
Heritage Park would “anchor” north Yonge Street

by Council, this fixed grant
will be replaced by the Board
making annual requests to
Council through the budget
process.

From page 1

Councillors to tackle draft agreement this week
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2MONTHS
FREE*Call for details

No Monthly Payments Until Jan 1, 2013

FIRST 50 NEW MEMBERS ONLY, CALL TODAY (905)727-1100

  

14751 Yonge St.  Aurora
(905) 727-1100

* Must be a local resident.  Some conditions may apply.  Membership does not include specialty services.  Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers.  60 days free membership offer is based on annual membership.  First & last deposit required.  Corporate price matching policy. 

 

FREE UNLIMITED
GROUP FITNESS

  Pilates
  Yoga
  Spinning
  Butt & Abs
  

NEW 7500 square foot
WORKOUT FLOOR AREA

New Equipment has Arrived

QUICK START
FITNESS SYSTEMS

Fitness Assessment
Body Composition Analysis
Goal Setting
Program Recommendation
Nutrition Consulting
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People share the same experiences, 
but Francey is the one who writes it down

By Brock Weir

David Francey has
always been one to set his
thoughts and life experi-
ences down on paper.

From the age of  10 he
was a budding poet before
sowing his first seeds as a
song writer in his teens, but
after a 20 year career in the
construction industry, it
took a Juno win at the ten-
der age of  45 to nudge him
in the direction of  making
singing and song writing a
full-blown career.

Now aged 54, with nine
albums, three Junos, and
numerous other nomina-
tions and accolades under
his belt, Mr. Francey is con-
sidered one of  Canada’s pre-
eminent folk musicians.

He is set to make his
Aurora debut November 2 at
the Aurora Cultural Centre
in an intimate concert in
Brevik Hall. Speaking to

The Auroran last week, just
after a personal appearance
in Prince George, BC,
Francey said he has always
enjoyed these more intimate
gigs.

“We did a lot of  house
concerts when we started
just to get a following and
those were immediate
things,” he said. “We made a
lot of  friends and fans doing
that, so while we do play big-
ger halls sometimes we still
play clubs and everything
else.”

When asked why his
music resonates with audi-
ences large or small, he said
it is something he has won-
dered all along his career
trajectory. One thing he can
attribute it to is writing
about everyday life. His
music, he said, is informed
by his personal experiences
and, in one way or another,
everyone has experienced
the same issues.

“I am not writing about
things that are esoteric and
difficult to understand,” he
said. “I am writing about
everyday life and trying to
chronicle that and I think
people see themselves in the
songs. People come up to me
after a show and say, ‘The
song speaks to me because
[the situation] is similar to
mine.’ I just happen to be the
one to write it down.”

Indeed, Francey was
never one to waste time
before setting his thoughts
to paper. Not keeping a pos-
sible musical career fore-
most in his mind, he wrote
them for himself  and never
felt the need to play them
before anyone else. 

“The last thing I wanted
to do was to get on the stage,
but I am married to a very
bright woman and she saw a
lot in the songs and loved
them and wanted me to sing
them,” he said, recalling he

even pitched finding anoth-
er singer to lend their voice
to his songs. “She wasn’t set-
tling for that. She pushed
me pretty steadily to take
the risk.”

If  the success of  his first
album wasn’t enough to
convince him a music
career could be a reality, one
could say he finally got the
hint when awarded a Juno
for his second album. That,
he said, was the life changer.

“I was throwing stuff  in
the construction business in
December and then lo and
behold I collected a Juno for
the second album in April
and that’s when I went full
time,” he said. “I consider
that as the point in time as
when I thought that was
going to fly. I thought,
‘Wherever that takes me, it
will take me, and I just want-
ed to make a living out of
it.’”

In addition to his life

By Brock Weir

Plans for Aurora to
make a bid to host
Ontario’s next post-sec-
ondary institution took a
step forward this week,
following a meeting of  the
Town’s Economic
Development Advisory
Committee.

A further committee,
comprised of  members of
Council, the Economic
committee (EDAC), the
Aurora Chamber of
Commerce and citizens at

large who might be able to
pull the right strings is
starting to take shape fol-
lowing a Council resolu-
tion earlier this fall.
Aurora envisions a uni-
versity or college campus
in the northeast corner of
Town, just north of  the
State Farm headquarters
near the 404 as one ideal
location that could make
this dream a reality.

Peter Dickens and
Marilee Harris, both
members of  EDAC, have
been appointed to help

bring this forward, follow-
ing a September direction
from Council to “coordi-
nate an appropriate team
to seek support and part-
nerships pertaining to
securing a post-secondary
institution within
Aurora.”

Making this goal a real-
ity would work to fulfil a
mandate in the Town’s
Strategic Plan and Town
staff  believe this would be
a boon to the local econo-
my. 

Aurora is just one of  a

number of  GTA munici-
palities that have thrown
their hat in the ring to get
the green light on a post-
secondary institution
while locally East
Gwillimbury, with
Queensville’s long-held
ambitions to have a uni-
versity, arguably the most
prominent initiative.
Newmarket, Barrie, and
Milton have also
expressed some interest.

“The Ontario

experiences, Mr. Francey’s
work is informed by a public
consciousness and he is not
one to shy away from tack-
ling politics in his works or
finding inspiration from the
headlines. He has “no great
faith or love of  politicians”
and they certainly present
him with plenty of  fodder
for his songs.

Although he said wher-
ever he finds the inspira-
tion, the song he’s currently
working on is always near-
est and dearest to his heart.
But his latest songs may
have its roots in the past,
even partially completed
works that are brought out
for the finishing touches
when the time is right.
Regardless when the songs
started out, the personal
connection to the words
keeps it fresh.  

“All the albums contain
that disparity  in terms of
new work and old work,” he

said. “I talked to my wife
about it and she gave me the
wisest words ever. I said,
‘What happens when I’m
out here playing song after
song on the road every
night? If  I start doing them
by rote, I am going to be
coming home because I
can’t do that.’

“She said, ‘You never
will. They’re all personal for
you. You remember where
you were when you wrote
them and why you wrote
them and if  you just think
about that when you start
them, they will be fresh
every night.’ That was a
great bit of  advice.”

Mr. Francey hits the stage
at the Aurora Cultural
Centre at 8 p.m. on November
2. Doors open at 7.30.  Tickets
are $25. The Centre is located
at 22 Church Street and can
be reached over the phone at
905-713-1818

David Francey will make his Aurora debut on
November 2.                                                   Supplied photo

Continued on page 16

University eyed for Aurora’s north end 
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11645 YONGE ST.    905-883-3555
RichmondHillSubaru.com

17415 YONGE ST.   905-898-3661 
kiaofnewmarket.com

KIA OF NEWMARKET
Aurora Minor 

Hockey Association
Results up to October 11, 2012

HOUSE LEAGUE
110 Timbits - Vintage LA Purple:  5 - Jack
Hargrave 3G, Michael Sandras 2G, Will
Vincent 1A .  101 Timbits - Calgary Red:   5 -
Joseph Richard 1G, Lucas Reid 1G 1A,
Yiannis Skanderis 1G 1A, Andrew Mettel 2G
1A . 

108 Timbits - Atlanta Sky:  11 - Kevin
Lawton 1G, Matthew Cogswell 1G, Zaid
Solaman 2G, Dylan Weidenfelder 1G 1A,
Dillan Cook 1G 1A, Norbert Kristoff 3G,
McGregor Richmond 2G, Brennan Mangat 1A.
106 Timbits - San Jose Teal:   3 - Luca
Graneri 1G 1A, Luc Warner 1G, Andrew
Mariani 1G . 

204 Caravan Kids - St. Louis Blue :  3 -
Brain Constandes 1G 1A, Julian Tsukada 1G,
Jeffery Belvedere 1G .  205 Caravan Kids -
Pittsburgh Black :  2 - Cole Mcclocklin 1A,
Anthony Carbone 2G. 

605 Omar's Shoes :  3 - Tristan Floyd 1G,
Guiliano Iervasi 1G, Dylan Clark 1G, Jack
Gauthier-Moulton 1A.  607 Crabby Joes:   2 -
Matthew Parkin 1G, Connor Elbaum 1A,
Aaron Preiano 1A,  Cameron Lang 1G.  

601 Aurora Home Hardware Bldg Ctr:  5 -
Chris Sands 1G, Evan Bryan 2G 1A, Kyle
Kasak 1G, Christian Ridd 1G 1A. 604 Orr &
Associates Insurance:   2

809 Manhattan Trophies Ltd.:   6 - Alex
Sesto 1G.  804 Optimist Club of Aurora:  3 

801 Diamond Groundskeeping Services:  3
807 Crabby Joe's:   0 

910 Neuman's Puck Bandits:   3 - Matt
Sanita 1G 1A, Gavin Patterson 1G, Noah
Spicer 1G, Josh Capodagli 2A, Josh Capodagli
2A, Robert Stokes 1A.  905:   3 - Lucas Marek
2G, Mitchell Arnold 1G, Graeme McDonald 1A.   

907 Crabby Joe's:   6 - Tyler Futterer 4G 1A,
Josh Bell  1G 1A, Brian Langdon 2A,  David
Kangas 1A,  Tyler George 1A,  Andre Cristillo
1G 1A, Ryan Batten 2A,  Zak Keller 1A,  Alex
McDonald 1A,  Joel Robinson 1A.  912:   4 -
Nick Delzotto  2G, Robert Doswell 1G 1A,
Sean Foxwell 1G, Liam Gray  1A, Robert
Ruscica 1A, Chris Crisolago 1A.   

902 Tile Master:   5 - Brett Bond 3G, Alistar
Johnston 1G, Graham Robinson 1G, Declan
Johnston 1A,  Scott Barker 1A.  911 Coldwell
Banker Case: 4 - Kyle Stratchan 2G,
Spencer Green 2G 1A, Mitch Carter 1A.  

904 A.D.C. Aluminum:  5 - Harris Riopelle 3G,
Austin Waite 1G 1A, Evan Jackson 1G 1A,
Nick Scott 1A,  Ben Ashton 1A,  Michael Tanel
1A,  Christopher Ottman 2A.  913:   3 -
Mackenzie Smith 2G, Kevin Siery 1G, Neil
Duggan 2A,  Cody Child 1A,  Mitch Palmer 1A,
David Gonder 1A. 
906 AHPA:   2 - Zac Cowl 1G 1A, Brayden
Babineau 1G, Adam Ashraf 1A.  901:   2 -

Brayden Beswick 1G, Josh Mohabeer 1G 1A,
Ben Goldman 1A.   

903 BMO Bank of Montreal:   5 - Derek
Capone 3G, Austin Persaud 1G, Troy Foster
1G, Blake Wallace 2A,  Matthew Pelkola 1A,
Nelson Hossack 1A,  Luc Martineau 1A.  908
Laurion Law Office:   3 - Andrew Gourlay 1G,
Liam Coll 1G 1A, Denzel Speller-Drews 1G,
Kevin Spiering 1A,  Jake Arcangeli 1A,  Zac
Kroll 1A.   

909 Inaria:   10 - Eric Balkovec 4G, Nicholas
Steiner 2G, James Johnston 1G, Tom Mason
1G, Parker Baile 2G 1A, Tyler Hindley 1A,
Jesse Joynt 1A, Emerson Cepelak 1A.  904
A.D.C. Aluminum: 7 - Evan Jackson 3G 2A,
Nick Scott 2G 2A, Josh DiVincenzo 1G, Ben
Ashton 1G 1A, Liam Joiner 1A, 1A, Alex
Goncalves 1A.   

910 Neuman's Puck Bandits:   5  - Matt
Sanita 1G 1A, Austin Harvie 1G, Kevin Hillsdon
1G 1A, Noah Spicer 1G, Mitchell Lamantia 1A,
Brendan Ruuskanen 1A,  Gavin Patterson 1G
2A. 901:   3 - Matthew Iwai 1G, Ben Goldman
1G, Brayden Beswick 1G 1A, Joey Hodgson
1A, Alex Negri 1A,  Josh Mohabeer 1A.   

911 Coldwell Banker Case:   3 - Paul Mason
1G, Michael Arcuri 1G, Paul Neophytou 1G 1A,
Russell Johnson 2A, Grant Kavanagh 1A,
Mitch Carter 1A.  906 AHPA:   3 - Chris
Sutherland 1G, Adam Ashraf 1G, Zac Cowl
1G.  

912:   3 - Chris Crisolago 1G, Robert Doswell
1G, Liam Gray 1G 1A, Nick Delzotto 1A,  Sean
Foxwell 1A,  Josh Lye 1A.  903 BMO Bank of
Montreal:   1 - Luc Martineau 1A, Austin
Persaud 1G, Nick Baczynski 1A.   

913:   4 - Adam de Roos 1G, Alec Ground 1G
1A, Cody Child 1G 1A, Ian Coschi 1G, David
Gonder 1A,  Nathan Dinatale 1A.     908
Laurion Law Office:   3 - Jake Arcangeli 2G,
Liam Coll 1G, Jordan Stephenson 1A, Tim
Pare 1A.   

902 Tile Master:   5 - Alistar Johnston 1G,
Declan Johnston 1G, Alex Harrison 2G, Brett
Bond 1G, Keith Jarvis 1A,  Jason Glionna 1A,
Graham Robinson 2A,  Domenic Fiorini 1A.
907 Crabby Joe's:   1 - Tyler Futterer 1G.  

1006 AHPA:   6 - Andrew Walter 2G, Ryan
Dowling 1G, Quinn McGowan 1G 2A, Justin
Killens 1G, Luke Pizzurro 1G, Christian
Frappier 1A,  Mitchell Waite 1A,  Paul Louis
Steiner 1A, Carter Hammett, shutout. 1005
Continental Ingredients:   0 

1007 Inaria:   3  - Nick Heintzman 1G, Taylor
Nuttall 1G, Alex Heintzman 1G, Stuart Mattilla
1A, Doug Nisbit, shutout.  1008:   0 

1006 AHPA:   4 - Quinn McGowan 1G,
Andrew Walter 1G, Nick Theodoropolous 1G,
Paul Louis Steiner 1G, Nick Venosa 1A,  Blake
Klasios 1A.  1008:   4 - Sammy Fanone 1G,
Eric Ludwig 1G, Thomas Scougal 2G, Duncan
Eveleigh 1A, Nick Ramono 1A, Jesse Borin

1A.  

1007 Inaria:   5 - Nick Heintzman 1G 1A,
Stuart Mattilla 1G, Alex Seto 1G 1A, Alex
Heintzman 1G, Taylor Nuttall 1G, Marlon
Young 1A.  1005 Continental Ingredients:   1
- Jonathan Hurtubise 1G, Marco Ghegin 1A.   

REP LEAGUE
Novice AE, Aurora  3 - Austin Venneri 1G,
Henry Paluch 1A, Malcolm Parkinson 1G,
Dylan Vasilevski 1G 1A, Ethan Powell 1A.
Schomberg  5.      

Novice AE,  Aurora  3 - Josh McLeod 1G,
Austin Venneri 1A, Carson Day 1A, Malcolm
Parkinson 1G, Ben Hilgendorff 1A, Nathan
Mochizuki 1A, Dylan Vasilevski 1G, Graham
Hoogers, shutout. TNT   0.     

Minor Atom AA, Georgina 4.  Aurora   2 -
Owen Papulkas 1G, Ethan Belisle 1A, Todd
Cook 1A, Ryan Catania 1G, Nick Giorgio 1A,
Anton Sopov 1A.    

Minor Atom AA,   Aurora   4 - Owen
Papulkas 1G, Nick Giorgio 1A, Myles Graham
3G, Nicholas Pisapia 2A, Charlie Huxley 1A.
Barrie  1      

Atom AA,  Aurora  5 - Evan Vierling 2G,
Ethan Cameron 1G 1A, Jake Piper 1G, Josh
Lombard 1G 1A, Jake Adams 1A, Carter
Beswick 1A, Andrew Langlois 1A. Markham 2.   

Atom A,  Aurora  2.   Richmond Hill   1. 

Minor Peewee AA,   Aurora  5 - Evan Pringle
2G, Malcolm Johnston 1G 1A, Wesley Reid
1G, Harris Goan 1G, Luke Joseph 1A,
Stephen Whittle 1A, Ryan Lindsay 1A.
Brampton 45's: 1.    

Minor Peewee AA,  Aurora  1 - Evan Pringle
1G, Andrew Wolanski 1A. Georgetown  1.      

Minor Peewee AA,  Aurora  2 - Evan Pringle
2G, Warren Hill, shutout. Georgetown 0.     

Minor Peewee AA,  Aurora  3 - Malcolm
Johnston 2G, Harris Goan 1G, Andrew
Wolanski 1A, Ryan Lindsay 1A, Wesley Reid
1A, Evan Pringle 1A. Waterloo 2.      

Minor Peewee A,  Aurora  1 - Blair Crabbe
1G, Sam Ashton 1A, Alex Sandras 1A, Will
Sherman, shutout.   Innisfil  0.     

Minor Peewee AE,  Aurora  10 -  Kyle Fowler
2G, Anthony Iacovetta 1G 3A, Luke Catania
2G 2A, Matthew McConnell 1G 1A, Jack
Patterson 1G, Thomas Childerhose 1G 1A,
Noah Dempsey 1A, Owen Romano 2A,
Cooper Judson 1A, Cory Read 2G, Jonathan
Gianforcaro, shutout.  Richmond Hill  0. 

Peewee A,  Aurora  2 - Julien Aben 1G,
Anthony Capraro 1A, Michael Thibeault 1A,
Brandon Vaughan 1G, Jamie Stewart 1A, Ty
Boisseau 1A.  Richmond Hill   2.     

Peewee A,  Aurora  3 - Brandon Vaughan 1G,
Andrew Jorgensen 1G, Carson Yeomans 1A,
Jamie Stewart 1G, Connor Iwai 1A.  Innisfil
1.     

Peewee A,  Auorra   4 - Andrew Jorgensen
3G, Ben Spittle 1A,  Sammy Leader 1A,
Anthony Capraro 1G, Michael Thibeault 1A,
Julien Aben 1A, Carson Yeomans 1A.
Bradford  3.      

Peewee AE,   Aurora  3 - Finn Reeves 2G,
Callum Gorrell 1G, Colin Windle 1A, Braden
Reid 1A, Nicholas Vamvakaris 1A.
Schomberg   1. 

Minor Bantam AA,  Aurora  2 - Mogan Frost
1G, Greg Hoogers 1G, Rhys Perry 1A, Brady
Futterer 1A, Brady Sarazin, shutout.  Barrie
0.  

Minor Bantam A,  Rochester Americans  4.
Aurora  3 - E. Pears 1G, R. Carpenter 1G 1A,
B. Langlois 1G, M. Kalmisto 1A, T. Kostoff 1A,
P. Wolanski 1A.    

Minor Bantam A,  Orillia  5.  Aurora  2 - P.
Wolanski 1G, E. Pears 1G, J. Rusnell 1A, G.
Belgue 1A.   

Minor Bantam A, Richmond Hill Stars  4.
Aurora  2 - L Dane 1G, J Schmitt 1A, E Pears
1G, K Rice 1A.   

Minor Bantam A, Aurora  4 - J Liotta 2G, E
Pears 1G, R Carpenter 1G, K Rice 1A, R
Thornhill 1A, P Wolanski 1A, M Goldman 1A.
Markham  3.     

Minor Bantam AE,   Aurora 3 - Jack O'Keefe
1G, Curtis Romanchych 1G 1A, Jack Camplin
1G 1A, Sam Speranini 1A, Jared Duthie 1A,
Eric McGhie 1A.  Barrie Colts  1.     

Bantam AA,  Aurora  2 - Christian Arcuri 1G,
Richard Hache 1G, Bryan Manweiler 1A, Jack
Pecora 1A, Michael Shum 1A, Ryan D'Antimo
1A.  TNT   1. 

Bantam AA,   Barrie  3.   Aurora   0.   

Bantam AE,   Aurora  6 - Evan Lambert 2G,
Matthew MacDonald 1A,  Jordan Screech 1G,
Bradey Adams 1A, Michael DaCosta 2G,
Anthony Orlandi 1A, Christian Pearce 1A,
Nicolas Pearce 1G.  Innisfil   0.    

Bantam AE,  Aurora  4 -  Brendin Ramsay
1G, Bradey Adams 1G, Nicolas Pearce 2G,
Michael DaCosta 2A. TNT: 2.     

Minor Midget AE,   Aurora  3 - Patrick Bourrie
1G, Brad Snoulten 1G, Christian MacGillivary
1G, Alex Bernier 1A, Michael Boorn 1A,
Michael Fisher 1A, Brent LeGrow, shutout.
Barrie  0.     

Midget AA,   Aurora  4.  Markham 1. 

Midget AA,   Stouffville  2.   Aurora  2.

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

Aurora



 

SPORTS
Vol. 12 No. 49 905-727-3300 FREE Week of October 16, 2012theauroran.com

Gateway Café & Lanes Aurora
210 Edward St., 905-727-2900

www.gatewaylanes.ca

 

Raz and Mae Khamissa
 invite you  to come visit our sta� 

who have  gone through 
in-depth training.

 

Omars has been 
 �tting shoes from 
 babies to adults 
 for over 40 years.

SHOES
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DON’T FORGET – EARN FREE SHOES – JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!
WHERE GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT!

Celebrating our 42nd year of business in Aurora.

905-727-9391
14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre
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Aurora’s Tigers were hard at work off the ice Saturday as the team filled the Real Canadian Superstore, bagging groceries, helping customers to their cars, and corralling
carts all in the name of helping the Aurora Food Pantry. (L) Kory Kennedy and Robert Angiolella greeted customers and passed out information while (C) Dylan Sikura
helped Colleen O’Brien with her groceries and (R) a three-man team helped Jan and Matthew Taylor bag theirs.                                                     Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Tigers win two and lose two last week
By Brea Bartholet

It was a long week of
traveling for the Aurora
Tigers – but it certainly
paid off.

On Thanksgiving
Monday, the Tigers fin-
ished off  their long week-
end with a bang – defeat-
ing the Cobourg Cougars
5-2.

Kory Kennedy kick-
started the game when he
scored on a powerplay
14:09 into the first period,
giving the Tigers a 1-0
advantage. Aurora got
their powerplay opportu-
nity when the Cougars’
Rylee McKinnon was
called for holding.

With one goal scored
going into the second
period, Cobourg’s Justin
Danforth and Dalton Bew
each slipped a goal
between the posts. 

But Daniel Lisi, assist-
ed by Dylan Sikura and
Alex Mills, was aggres-
sive enough to tie the
game 2-2 after the second
period.

In the third period,
Aurora’s Dylan Wallace,
Adam Moody and Daniel
Clairmont each scored a
goal to cap three periods
of  play. Kennedy got an
assist on Adam Moody’s
goal, upping the score to 
4-2 at 12:15 of  the third.
He also gave Daniel
Clairmont a little help
with his goal, making
things 5-2, 14:13 into the
third period, winning it
for the Tigers.

The Cougars kept
Kevin Entmaa busy
throughout the game,
with the Tigers’ goalie
making 33 saves on 35
shots. 

After a few days off, the
Tigers were next on the
ice Thursday night facing
the Stouffville Spirit.
Forced into a shootout,
the Tigers came out on
top with a score of  3-2.

The Spirit’s Jacob
Bauchman was too quick
for Kevin Entmaa, scor-
ing the first goal of  the
night – as well as the only
goal during the first peri-

od.
At 8:01 of  the second,

Adam Moody scored dur-
ing a powerplay, tying
things up at 1-1. By the
end of  the period, Aurora
was trailing 2-1 after a
goal by the Spirit‘s
Joseph Deveny at 16:01. 

During the third peri-
od, the Tigers were able
to tie things up at 2-2
with a goal by Curtis
Warren at 3:27. The game
went into overtime, but
neither team scored to
take the win.

With eight shots
between the teams,
Stouffville’s Alex Botten
and Michael Morgan
were able to get two in,
but fell to the Tigers’
three goals by Daniel
Lisi, Dylan Wallace 
and Taylor McCloy.
Stouffville’s strong
offense was able to direct
35 shots against the
Tigers’ goalie during the
game, with Entmaa 
saving 33.

Winning two games in
four days, the Tigers
would eventually meet

their match against the
Lindsay Muskies on
Friday.

With both teams strug-
gling on the ice, the
Muskies escaped with a
5-3 victory over the
Aurora Tigers. 

In the first period,
Clairmont started things
off  with a 1-0 lead, and
was the only Tiger who
scored a goal during a
powerplay. At 12:46,
Kennedy raised the bar,
scoring a second goal for
the Tigers. 

But Lindsay was close
to follow with a goal by
Cole Murduff. At the end
of  the first period, the
Tigers were leading by a
score of  2-1.

The second period was
more of  a struggle. Brett
Sinclair let a fast goal
into the net by the
Muskies’ Terry Snodden
just 6:38 in. With only a
minute and a half  left of
the second, Jordan
Brown took back the lead
for the Tigers, holding
the score at 3-2.

The third period

belonged to the Muskies.
With failed attempts at
keeping their opponents
away from the net, the
Tigers let three goals in
by Lindsay’s Brian
Hubers and Dean Klomp.
At the end of  the third,
the Muskies had gained
enough momentum to
beat the Tigers by a final
score of  5-3.

The Tigers’ Brett
Sinclair stopped 49 of  54
shots.

After a close loss, the
Tigers traveled to
Wellington to face the
Dukes Sunday.

The Dukes were led by
Craig Campbell in the
first period, who scored
two goals at 13:33 and
14:47. With just over 30
seconds left in the first,
Dylan Sikura scored a
goal for the Tigers, 
cutting the Dukes’ lead 
to 2-1.

After a goalless 
second, the third period
approached quickly, and
Dylan Sikura scored the
second and and last goal
for the Tigers at 3:34. By

the end of  all three peri-
ods, the score was tied up
2-2.

The game went into
overtime, with no suc-
cess. A shootout lost the
game for the Tigers, as

the Dukes’ one shootout
goal won it by a final
score of  3-2.

The Tigers will host
the Dukes this Saturday
at 7.30 p.m. at the Aurora
Community Centre.



SEPTEMBER 10 – OCTOBER 28
This Isn’t Your Grandmother’s
Needle Point – The Aurora Public
Library will host an exhibition of
the work of  Lorraine Salt.  Come
out and meet artist Lorraine Salt
and view her Needlepoint Art
Designs on display in the Colleen
Abbott Gallery at Aurora Public
Library. Salt takes needlepoint to
a new level with original designs
and special effects achieved
through the layering of  threads in
vibrant colours, textures and
stitch styles. Salt’s work will be on
display from September 10
through to October 28, 2012. The
artist reception will take place on
September 20 from 7 p.m.-  8.30
p.m., and is a great opportunity to
meet the artist and get insight into
her works. Light refreshments
will be served. Location: Colleen
Abbott Gallery, Aurora Public
Library, 15145 Yonge St. Aurora.
905-727-9494.
SEPTEMBER 13 – OCTOBER 18
Eating Disorders of  York Region
presents the support group
Guidance and Assistance for
Family and Friends of  Those
Striving to Overcome an Eating
Disorder beginning today and
running for six Thursdays at 75
Fernstaff  Court, Unit 18 in
Vaughan (Dufferin and Langstaff).
Support for family and friends is
vital in the recovery of  a loved
one. A family member or a friend
needs a strong, safe and consistent
source of  support and needs to
take care of  themselves in order to
do so. It is good to know you’re not
alone when you experience stress,
frustration or anger. 5 – 6 p.m. For
more information visit
www.edoyr.com or call 905-886-
6632.
TUESDAYS
Co-Dependents Anonymous
(CoDA) is a 12-Step Fellowship of
men and women whose common
purpose is recovery from codepen-
dence and the development and
maintenance of  healthy relation-
ships. The CoDA meeting in the
area is held every Tuesday at 8
p.m. at the Aurora United Church
(15816 Yonge Street). For more
information, contact Wanda at
mwgt1950@gmail.com

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16
The Aurora / Newmarket Chapter
of  WINGS and HEROES invites
you to its monthly meeting (third
Tuesday morning of  the month,
9.30 a.m.). Market, promote 
and mentor small 
business is the focus of  WINGS
and HEROES. For more 
information, please visit 
their website:  www.wingsand-
heros.com.  A light breakfast will
be available. This month’s hot
topic: “Finding your Niche within
Your Niche Market.” Guest speak-
ers Deborah Bullock on her
“Women of  Wonder Money Club”
and Amanda Siragusa of  “Energy
Exchange Organic Salon” will
chat on how they found their
Niche Market and why it works
for them. Following will be a lively
discussion on the eight benefits of
Niche Marketing.  For more infor-
mation and location please call
Leslie Vivvian at 905-841-6436 or
email:  celebrateyourway@bell.net.
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17
The Aurora Public Library hosts
Children’s Storyteller Sandra
Whiting tonight from 7 – 8 p.m. at
the Library. The event is geared
towards kids ages 6 – 9. Come and
heard the rich oral traditions of
West African & folklore from the
Caribbean with authentic patois &
assorted dialects from Sandra’s
native Jamaica. Free with ticket.
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19
The Aurora Historical Society
presents The Hillary House Ball
this evening at The Mansion
(DiNardos) on Industrial Parkway
South. The Hillary House Ball will
be the highlight of  the 150th
anniversary year of  Hillary
House. In honour of  1862, the year
Hillary House was constructed,
The Hillary House Ball will trans-
form “The Mansion” with a
Victorian-era theme. Guests will
be encouraged to let Victorian
trends inspire their own attire for
the evening. More than 300 guests
will enjoy a seasonally-inspired
four course meal, dancing to the
rich sounds of  the After Hours Big
Band plus special guest entertain-
ment, a silent auction and oppor-
tunities to support Hillary House.
The event will raise much needed
funds for restoration and ongoing
operations of  Aurora’s heritage
gem, Hillary House National
Historic Site. For more informa-
tion, contact the AHS at 905-727-
8991.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20
The Aurora branch of  the Royal
Canadian Legion hosts “Newfie
Night” tonight. Dinner is at 7 p.m.
followed by dancing at 9 featuring
entertainment from Josie &
Laurie. You can officially become
a “Newfie” by being screeched in
and kissing the cod. $20 per person
includes dinner and dance.
Tickets are available at the bar. No
reservations.
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23
The Canadian Federation of
University Women (CFUW) hold
monthly meetings with  speakers,
interest groups and CFUW com-
munity events.  The meeting
starts at 7.15 p.m. at the Royal
Canadian Legion at 105 Industrial
Pkwy North.  For more informa-
tion call Beverley Varcoe at 905-
953-9709.
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22
Church Street, presents Quilting
for Beginners Workshop with
Paddy Honey. Learn all you need
in one day (10  a.m. – 4 p.m.) to get
started on your quilting journey.
Select fabrics, learn proper use of
tools, and foundational techniques
including the perfect  ¼ inch
seam. You will create a quilted
block that can be used to make a
pillow or seat cushion. Workshop
fee $75; simple materials list pro-
vided upon registration, and stu-
dents must provide their own
sewing machine. All other special-
ized tools provided on loan for the
class. Please register in advance
over the phone, or in person at the
Centre.  For info, or to register call
905-713-1818, or contact info@auro-
raculturalcentre.ca. 

* * * * 
Award-winning author Terry
Fallis will read and discuss his
newest book Up and Down tonight
at 7 p.m. at the Aurora Public
Library. Book sales and signing to
follow. Free with ticket. Please
contact the Library to reserve
your spot at 905-727-9494.

* * * *
Garden Aurora! Hear all about
Organic Growing with Tamas
Dombi. The Aurora Garden Club
invites you to join us 8 p.m. at the
Royal Canadian Legion, 105
Industrial Parkway North for a
great speaker, flower show and
design competition. All of  that
and refreshments too! Further
information at www.gardenauro-
ra.com.
OCTOBER 26 – OCTOBER 27
The Aurora United Church will
hold its Fall Rummage sale Friday
and Saturday at their location at
Yonge and Tyler. Proceeds from
the sale go back into the communi-
ty. Sale begins Friday from 1 p.m. –
8 p.m. for individually priced
items while Saturday’s bag sale
including clothes, linen, books,
toys, and garage sale items runs
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. For more
information, call 905-727-1935.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22
Church Street, announces the
return of  the schoolHOUSE con-
cert series, with Nova Scotia
native Alex Hickey presenting a
repertoire of  “up to date
roots.”  With compositions rang-
ing from My Knees are Pushing
40, but My Heart’s Just 17, 11
Kinds of  Itchy and Moonshine
and Mischief, you’ll want to dis-
cover a singer-songwriter talent
with a flair for humorous and
poignant songs. Tickets, $15, avail-
able in advance or at the door.
Doors open 7:30 pm; concert at
8pm. For info call 905-713-1818, or
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * *
The Aurora Farmers’ Market and
Artisan Fair marks the closing
day of  the 2012 Outdoor Market
season with a Pumpkin Fest cele-
bration.  Along with musical
entertainment and fun activities
for the kids, the Market will be
hosting a pumpkin carving com-
petition.  Bring your pumpkin cre-
ation to the sponsorship booth at
the market before 11 a.m. and you
will have a chance to win a
Farmers’ Market gift basket filled
with fresh produce, baked goods,
and artisan treats.  Contact
Catherine Cook at info@theauro-
rafarmersmarket.com for more
information.

* * * * 
The Whitchurch-Stouffville
Museum and Community Centre
will host its History Hands-On
(H2O) Harvest today from 12 noon
to 4 p.m. Learn how to make rope
in the cabin and try some heritage
board games. Practice rug hook-
ing in the farmhouse parlour and
learn about printmaking with our
printing press demo. Really expe-
rience life as it was 100 years ago.
Regular admission applies. For
more information, contact the
museum at 905-727-8954 or visit
www.townofws.com/museum.
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ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

COMING EVENTS

ON NOW

Government announced
there is a need for three
post-secondary institu-
tions in the [Greater
Toronto and Hamilton
Area],” project manager
Jim Kyle told the
Committee on Thursday.
“In a lot of  the work I have
seen, York Region is up
there as far as numbers
and need.”

One issue which could
pose a danger to York
Region’s bid is the pres-
ence of  Toronto’s York
University which, he said,
is often considered to be in
York Region simply
because of  its name.
Indeed, the University had
been exploring options of
expanding their presence
northward through satel-
lite campuses, but edicts
from the Province indicat-
ed a “full blown” universi-
ty would be preferable
over satellites. 

When Aurora’s official
plan was last updated in
2010, the land near State
Farm was given the appro-
priate designation to

accommodate a post-sec-
ondary institution, and
there are other areas scat-
tered around Town,
including on the southern
end of  Industrial Parkway
that would also be appro-
priate. Clarity, however,
needs to be received from
the province on just 
exactly what they’re
looking for.

“The government’s 
criteria are pretty vague,”
said Mr. Kyle. “They said
they are going to be 
coming out in the fall with
better criteria, but I have
heard you need 100 acres
and other people have said
that is not the format any-
more. Universities are
smaller and more com-
pact. They can be spread
through different build-
ings in Town so you don’t
have a main campus. 

“There are other areas
of  land in Town [eligible
aside from the northeast
corner] and I don’t want to
start picking and choos-
ing, but I would personally
love some presence in the
Downtown if  there is any-

From page 13 thing available. It wouldn’t
be an entire university, but
a portion of  it.”

B e f o r e  a n y t h i n g
further is done, however,
further seats on the com-
mittee need to be formed. 

“Most [other munici-
palities vying for the cam-
pus] have champions in
their community to get a
committee together and
start working with
landowners, the universi-
ties, and anybody else who

has connections in the
university field to try to
start gearing up towards
how do we get into the
game,” said Mr. Kyle. “We
want to work very strong-
ly with this community. A
larger committee...would
include politicians and
local advocates [to] find
out who is in Aurora – uni-
versity professors in Town
– and we need to form a
working committee to
move forward with this.”

Campus should have offshoot in downtown: Staff

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28
“Ursula sings” at Newmarket’s
Trinity United Church this after-
noon at 2.30 p.m. Ursula sings a
program of  songs about sleep,
sleeping, and sleepers; about
beautiful dreams, bold dreams,
scary dreams; and even a night-
mare or two. Accompanied by
Wesley Bells (guest violinist) and
Voltr Ivanoffski (pianist). Music
by Bach, Handel, Mozart,
Schubert, Dvorak, Liszt, Wagner,
Puccini, Strauss, Rachmaninoff,
and others. For more information,
contact the church office at 905-
895-4851.
NOVEMBER 1 – DECEMBER 6
Eating Disorders of  York Region
(EDOYR) presents an art program
with Amanda Di Santo and
Rebecca Vos-Van Soelen, Toronto
Art Therapy Institute Place stu-
dents for six Thursdays beginning
November 1. Multi-media, no pre-
vious experience required. All
supplies provided. FREE. To reg-
ister and for more information
call 905-886-6632 or email
info@edoyr.com. Location: 15213
Yonge Street, Suite 15, Aurora,
L4G 1L8.
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1
The Newmarket-Aurora French
Language Meet Up Group meets
this evening at 7 p.m. at Heavenly
Bite European Cafe and Bakery in
Newmarket (1100 Davis Drive,
Unit 20). This Meet Up is for those
who want to practice their French
in conversation and for those who
want to study French. The meet-
ings are fun, informal, and orient-
ed towards self-help. The normal
routine is to break into self-organ-
ized groups for French at various
levels. Join them in having fun
with French and in meeting new
people!
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2
The Aurora Cultural Centre will
host Juno-award winning artist
David Francey in concert tonight
at 8 p.m. Doors open at 7.30. The
popular Canadian folk and roots
artist is making his Aurora debut
in this York Region-exclusive con-
cert as part of  the Centre’s Indie
Music series. The evening will
feature music spanning his debut
on the folk scene some 13 years
ago, up through his 2011 compila-
tion of  singer/songwriter tunes,
Late Edition. Tickets are $25 plus
HST, available in person or over
the phone. Seating is general
admission. For more information,
call the Aurora Cultural Centre at
905-713-1818.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3
The Hadley Grange Crafters
invite you to their Annual Craft &
Gift Sale today from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. at Hadley Grange (16015
Yonge Street, Aurora. First drive-
way north of  St. John’s Sideroad)
Come start your holiday shopping
with us!
NOVEMBER 6 – DECEMBER 11
Eating Disorders of  York Region
(EDOYR) presents Life Without an
Eating Disorder Support Group

with Flora Svinarenko beginning
November 6 and running six
Tuesdays to December 11. The
group is based on the Cognitive
Behavioural Therapy techniques,
specifically developed for eating
disorders. During this group par-
ticipants will learn about various
factors that contributed to the
development of  disordered eating
and later serve as maintaining
mechanisms. We will construct a
model of  your eating disorder,
identifying and targeting the
processes that are maintaining
the disordered eating. We will dis-
cuss how perfectionism, self-
esteem and interpersonal prob-
lems connected with your eating
habits. You will learn how to chal-
lenge and change unhelpful
thoughts and behaviours. FEE:
$60.00. To register and pay online,
please visit our website
w w w. e d o y r. c o m / s u p p o r t -
groups.html. For more informa-
tion call 905-886-6632 or email
info@edoyr.com
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7

The Aurora Public Library pres-
ents Money Talk$, a free monthly
discussion group to exchange
ideas and unbiased financial plan-
ning information, this evening at
7 p.m. in the Magna Room. This
evening’s theme is How To Limit
Losses When Investing. No finan-
cial products or services will be
offered or sold. Money Talk$ are
presented the first Wednesday of
the month. For more information
and to pre-register, contact the
Library’s Adult Information Desk
at 905-727-9494 x275.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8
The Newmarket-Aurora French
Language Meet Up Group meets
this evening at 7 p.m. at Heavenly
Bite European Cafe and Bakery in
Newmarket (1100 Davis Drive,
Unit 20). This Meet Up is for those
who want to practice their French
in conversation and for those who
want to study French. The meet-
ings are fun, informal, and orient-
ed towards self-help. The normal
routine is to break into self-organ-
ized groups for French at various
levels. Join them in having fun
with French and in meeting new
people!
NOVEMBER 8 – DECEMBER 13
The Hope and Inspiration Peer
Support Group with Frances
Carullo will be presented by
Eating Disorders of  York Region
(EDOYR) beginning November 8
for six Thursdays. The group pro-
vides you with the opportunity to
explore and freely share your
thoughts, feelings and experi-
ences of  having an eating disor-
der and concurrent issues with
others who understand, in a safe
and comforting environment.
Group participants will feel
empowered as they ask questions,
discover answers, and gain
insights together to help and sup-
port each other on their journey
to recovery. Group participants
can become role models for each
other, as they witness one another

overcome obstacles and make
progress in their lives. New par-
ticipants who are experiencing an
eating disorder will be able to join
at any time. Participants are
asked to commit to 4 peer group
meetings. Fee: $40.00. To register
and pay online, please visit our
website www.edoyr.com
/peer.html. For more information
call 905-886-6632 or email
info@edoyr.com
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14
The Aurora PROBUS Club pres-
ents guest speaker veteran Cliff
Davies in a presentation entitled
Fredom – Please Carry the Torch.
A veteran of  the Second World
War and a long-time member of
the Royal Canadian Legion,
Davies will talk about Freedom –
where does it come from, what is
the torch, and what we should do
about it. For more information,
contact program chair Bob Staley
at 905-727-5017.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15
The Newmarket-Aurora French
Language Meet Up Group meets
this evening at 7 p.m. at Heavenly
Bite European Cafe and Bakery in
Newmarket (1100 Davis Drive,
Unit 20). This Meet Up is for those
who want to practice their French
in conversation and for those who
want to study French. The meet-
ings are fun, informal, and orient-
ed towards self-help. The normal
routine is to break into self-organ-
ized groups for French at various
levels. Join them in having fun
with French and in meeting new
people!
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17
The York Regional Police Male
Chorus celebrates their 20th
Anniversary fundraising   “In
Harmony With the Community”
concert at the St. Elizabeth Seton
Catholic Church, 17955 Leslie
Street in Newmarket.  This spe-
cial concert will feature the voic-
es of  the Ontario Provincial
Police Chorus, the Roselawn
Public School Choir from
Richmond Hill, the York Region
Community Choir from
Newmarket and the host York
Regional Police Male Chorus,
Start time is 7.30 p.m.  Tickets are
$10.00 and can be purchased from
any member of  the police chorus
or by 
phoning  905-727-9676. Email
orders can be made at mcclen-
ny349@rogers.com  Advance tick-
et sales will ensure you a seat.
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18
The Doane House Hospice will
hold its third annual Unique
Craft and Gift Show today from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Newmarket
Community Centre (200 Doug
Duncan Drive, Newmarket). For
more information, call 905-967-
0259.
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21
Eating Disorders of  York Region
(EDOYR) invites you to their
annual fundraising campaign
event “Fiddler on the Roof”
thanks to the support by Steppin’

Out Productions. Join us on
November 21 at 8:00 p.m. at the
Richmond Hill Centre for the
Performing Arts for an amazing
show and a fabulous silent auc-
tion! The proceeds from all tickets
purchased through EDOYR for
the opening night performance
benefit EDOYR programs.  To pur-
chase tickets or for more informa-
tion please call 905-886-6632.   
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22
Aurora’s Pine Tree Potters Guild
will hold its third annual Empty
Bowls fundraiser today at the
Aurora Cultural Centre, benefit-
ing the York Region Food Network
and Welcoming Arms. Lunch sit-
ting runs from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m.
and dinner from 6.30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Tickets are $45.  For more infor-
mation, visit www.pinetreepot-
ters.ca.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24
Trinity Anglican Church hosts
its  Annual Christmas Bazaar
“Merry Jubilee Christmas “ today
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 79
Victoria Street. Luncheon from
11.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Books, jewelry,
baked goods, knitting, kids cor-
ner, silent auction, clothes from
the Clothes Closet, and col-
lectibles. Start the Christmas sea-
son at Trinity!
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16
The Aurora PROBUS Club will
host a joint meeting between the
Aurora and Newmarket clubs and
Dr. Dave Williams, CEO of  the
Southlake Regional Health
Centre. The meeting will take
place at Seaton Hall in
Newmarket at 17995 Leslie Street,
north of  Davis Drive. Arrive at
approximately 10 a.m. For more
information, contact program
chair Bob Staley at 905-727-5017.
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18
The Caledon Agricultural Society
presents its second annual
SnowFest today in honour of
Family Day. Dedicated to healthy
winter fun, exercise and competi-
tion for the entire family,
SnowFest activities include:
snowshoeing and dog sledding
demos, horse drawn sleigh rides,
ice sculptures and the children’s
snow castle competition, plus a
special “chilly” cook-off  involv-
ing service clubs and community
organizations. Admission is free
to the public with gates open 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. The Caledon
Fairgrounds are located on Hwy
#10 (Hurontario), just south of
Charlestown Sideroad (Hwy #24)
in Caledon Village. For more
information visit: www.caledon-
fairgrounds.ca.
JULY 11 - 14, 2013
York Regional Police will host the
2013 Special Olympics Provincial
Summer Games. More than 500
athletes will attend participating
in athletics, soccer, softball, 
rhythmic gymnastics and golf.
For more information on Special
Olympics Ontario Events, contact
Inspector Maria Ahrens at 1-866-
876-5423 x6710.



a park, which would
include formal gardens,
water features, and also
be linked with the nearby
Fleury Park and
Community Centre to cre-
ate one fluid park net-
work with Yonge Street
access. 

With a  $10 million
price tag, organizers hope
it will be covered by
Federal and Provincial
funding and private
fundraising, with the bal-
ance to come from
Aurora’s Hydro
funds.Their aim is to ulti-
mately turn this into a
Municipal Services
Corporation which would
be supported by the Town
of  Aurora.

When Mr. Albino for-
mally brought the propos-
al to Council after meet-
ing with Mayor,
Councillors, and local
media over the past few
months, this appeared to
be a sentiment shared by
the majority of
Councillors. 

“I am excited about
this,” said Councillor
John Gallo. “This sounds
like a fantastic opportuni-
ty. I know it is something
that I spoke to last week
in terms of  public build-
ings and this is exactly
the kind of  thing I was
referring to when speak-
ing about a new facility

we would be putting in
Town. The amount of
energy that has clearly
gone into this is phenom-
enal and very exciting.

Added Councillor
Chris Ballard: “I thank
you and the committee for
thinking outside the box.
It looks to me that funda-
mentally a lot of  work
still has to be done with
regards to building that
business case, but you’re
eager to get at it and con-
vinced you can make that
business case and I look
forward to seeing that
and how we can move this
project ahead.”

Others, however, were
less convinced with
Councillor Michael
Thompson said while he
appreciated the cost esti-
mates in the presentation,
he wanted firmer cost
estimates on operation
costs. Mr. Albino said,
however, while this had
been considered it hasn’t
been considered “with
enough rigour” to bring
firm numbers to the table
on Tuesday night. 

“We now need to have a
business case put forward
for operating costs,” said
Mr. Albino. “We need to
identify funding at an
operating level once this
thing is built. We have to
identify what the working
business model would be
and given that it is inter-

twined with other things
like how to handle the
Aurora Collection, the
museum conversations,
we have to make sure
we’re very careful with
how to do that.

“We are very conscious
in the fact we need a sus-
tainable business model
and we have people on
our working committee
who are extremely famil-
iar with how to bring eco-
nomic vitality to a project
such as this.”

One Councillor less
excited by the proposal
was Councillor Evelyn
Buck.

“I would be excited if
you came here and told us
there were private
investors falling over
themselves waiting to
take advantage of  this
great opportunity you
described, but when we
talk about public funds,
we talk about taking
money out of  people’s
pockets.

“You were here tonight
to hear from one of  our
taxpayers who asked us,
who beseeched us to
think about people who
were not affluent in the
Town of  Aurora, who are
struggling to do what
they have to do with their
families. I do not see this
as an opportunity for
investment with public
money.”
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Breast cancer is the most 
common female cancer and 
is the second leading cause of 
cancer related deaths in wom-
en.  In 2012, it was estimated 
that 9,100 Ontario women 
would be diagnosed with 
breast cancer and that 2,000 
would die from the disease. 
Screening detects breast 

cancer earlier, when treatment 
has a better chance.  Research 
shows that regular screening 
of women aged 50 - 69 can re-
duce deaths from breast can-
cer by at least 21%.  Breast 
cancer death rates for Ontario 
women in this age range have 
decreased  by 37% between 
1990 and 2008.
The Ontario Breast Screen-

ing Program (OBSP) has 
been providing organized 
screening services to On-
tario women age 50 and over 
since 1990. Since the program 
started screening women for 
breast cancer 20 years ago, 
it has provided more than 4.6 

million screens to over 1.3 
million women.
Women who are screened at 

OBSP sites receive services 
that are accredited by the Ca-
nadian Association of Radi-
ologists.  The OBSP provides 
high-quality mammography 
and meets Canadian standards 
for the early detection of 
small invasive cancers.
Women participating in this 

organized program receive:

and evaluation
In addition to this program:

cians to keep track of the 
breast health of their pa-
tients

access without a doctor’s  
referral.

X-Ray Associates offer 
OBSP at their state of the art 
clinic located at 125 Pederson 
Drive in Aurora.  From timely 

day, weekend and evening 
appointments, and friendly 
professional staff, to easy ac-
cess wheel-chair accessible 
facilities, your experience is 
designed to be relaxing and 
comfortable.  There is also 
ample free parking at this fa-
cility.
X-Ray Associates Radiolo-

gists are medical doctors spe-
cializing in diagnosing dis-
ease and injury by interpreting 
images obtained from medical 
imaging procedures.  They 

staff positions at Mackenzie 
Health and Southlake Region-
al Health Centre:  X-Ray As-
sociates offer four locations 
with services in X-ray, Ultra-
sound, Mammography, Bone 
Mineral Density and Nuclear 
Medicine Imaging.  You can 
learn more about their loca-
tions and services at www.
xrayassociates.com  or call 
(905) 751-1500 for an ap-
pointment.

X-Ray Associates Offers
Ontario Breast Screening

Commitment to Excellence
HIGH QUALITY DIGITAL IMAGING

125 Pederson Drive
Units 3, 4 & 5

AURORA
(905) 751-1500

www.xrayassociates.org

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLEPark is not an “opportunity”
for public money: Buck



Kalea is the artist behind
the brightly coloured
bandanas, double-sided
with a Velcro closure, for
the family pet. She also

makes the adorable clay
trinkets which are baked
and come with a chain or
a clip. 

Kalea is bright and

bubbly with a distinctive
husky voice and a knack
for selling anyone’s prod-
ucts at the Market. Her
delightful personality
and her way with people
have attracted a lot of
customers to our Market
this year. 

We have only two
more outdoor Market
days before the end of
the season when we move
indoors once a month
(except December) at the
Aurora Cultural Centre.
Those dates are:
Saturday, November 24;
Saturday, January 19;

Saturday, February 23;
and Saturday, March 23.
Many of  your favourite
vendors will be there and
some will accept special
orders in advance that
you can pick up at the
indoor Markets.

At our final outdoor
Market on October 27th,
we will be having 2
pumpkin carving con-
tests—one for vendors
and one for the public.
The winner of  the public
contest will win a Market
basket full of  goodies
from the Market vendors. 

See you at the Market!

Page 18 THE AURORAN, Tuesday, October 16, 2012

Ratings of “Good” are the highest rating awarded for 40-mph frontal offset, 31-mph side-impact and 20-mph rear-impact crash tests conducted by the Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) (www.iihs.org). A “Good” rating obtained in all three crash tests plus a “Good” rating in new roof strength testing and the
availability of Electronic Stability Control (ESC) (Vehicle Dynamics Control) achieves a 2012 Top Safety Pick. Based on ALG’s 2012 Residual Value Award for Best
Mainstream Brand. † $3,500 cash credit is for cash customers only and is available on 2012 Subaru Legacy (CA1 BP/TP/GTN, CA2 BP/CP/PZ/TP/LN/36/LN6).
Additional cash credit offers are available on select new and unregistered eligible models. Each APR is an effective rate equivalent to the rate of interest paid on
a dollar amount calculated from the cost of borrowing using the ALR and taking into account the foregone cash credit incentive. Cash credit and the ALR offers
cannot be combined. *0.5% finance/lease rate for 24 months available on all 2012 Forester/Legacy/Outback/Impreza (CG1 BP/TP/SP/LP)/WRX (CZ1/CY1
W2/W2L) models. Rate reductions of up to 1% available. Additional 1% rate reduction applies to current published rates through Subaru Financial Services and is
available to eligible consumers who purchase, finance or lease an eligible Subaru model on October 18, 19 or 20, 2012. Some restrictions may apply. Leasing and
financing programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as
shown. See Richmond Hill Subaru for complete program details.

Stouffville Rd.

19th Ave.

Elgin Mills Rd.

Yonge St.

11645 Yonge Street, Richmond Hill 
1-888-306-4960   905-883-3555  
RichmondHillSubaru.com$500

napoleonfireplaces.com

MARKET 

MUSINGS
Jan Freedman

There’s a certain
crispness in the
air these days

telling us that the days of
the outdoor Farmers’
Market are coming to an
end soon. 

We have just two more
Saturdays this month to
enjoy the fabulous abun-
dance of  fall produce
available from our farm-
ers. I don’t know about
you, but I can’t get
enough of  roasted root
vegetables, and I’ve
never met a type or style
of  potato that I didn’t
like. 

Why not try mixing
everyone’s favourite
mashed potatoes with
another roasted veg-
etable like cauliflower,
caramelised onions or
parsnips, celeriac or fen-
nel—simply delicious! 

There are still a hand-
ful of  vendors yet to
meet. One of  them is
everyone’s favourite,
Mike Howard of
Howard’s Farm. The
Howard family has been
farming in York Region
since the 1800s. Don
Howard, Mike’s father,
has been farming his
entire life. He began to
sell meat when he was
still in high school. 

Later, when he started
his own family, he rented
a small farm of  his own
while still helping out at
his father’s farm. In addi-
tion to the cattle, the
Howards began to raise
chickens, pigs and rab-
bits in response to
requests from customers
and people from the
region. That led to their
being asked to partici-
pate in a Farmers’
Market, first in
Newmarket, and subse-
quently, in Aurora. 

Don looks after the
Market in Newmarket
and Mike does ours in
Aurora. In fact, Mike is a
founding member of  the
Aurora Farmers’ market
having been back in the
parking lot off
Temperance Street 10
years ago!

We have all seen Mike
grow from a 25 year old

lad to a grown man with
a beautiful wife, Melodie,
and adorable daughter,
Madeline, and another
baby on the way. His
product line has also
grown over this time and
he now has jams from
Greaves, honey from the
Snapes, right here in
Aurora, maple syrup, a
variety of  Empire
cheese, butter, the fresh-
est eggs, fresh baking
and flowers to comple-
ment the meat they’re
known for.

In contrast to the
Howards, Ted Kirsh, of
Captain Ted’s Knick-
Knack-a Tory, is new to
the Market this year. He
says that he has always
enjoyed working with
wood and friends and
family members encour-
aged him to try to sell his
designs. 

All of  Ted’s projects
are made from 100% pine
for children or adults.
Customers can choose
from a variety of  non-
toxic paint colours for
children or stains for
adults, and the finished
product will be ready in
1-2 weeks.

Ted learned to sew
from his mother, who was
a seamstress in the 1940s
and who taught him to
use her Singer sewing
machine—he only recent-
ly progressed to a com-
puterized machine which
offers a large selection of
fancy stitches.

Ted also makes a line
of  100% cotton children’s
comforters for both sum-
mer and winter, some
with fleece on the reverse
side and all with a cotton
liner triple stitched all
around. He also makes
double-sided baby bibs,
children’s aprons with
matching chef’s hats and
library book bags with
drawstring enclosures,
also available in a water-
proof  design.

Despite all the wonder-
ful articles that Ted cre-
ates, he is most proud of
his “treasure”, Kalea, his
13 year old daughter, who
accompanies him to the
Market every Saturday.

Plans shape up for final outdoor market of the season
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CALL TODAY FOR A FREE PROPERTY EVALUATION!* 

Brokerage

LENARD LIND
SERVICE WITH PROFESSIONALISM

AND THE LH LIND REALTY TEAM

 ISO 9001 : 2008 REGISTERED

Picturesque privacy & 
more! Soaring 10 ft. 
ceilings! 8’ baseboards 
and upgraded trim! 
Gourmet updated kitchen 
with granite counter! 
Spac. fam. rm open to 
kitchen! Master w/enticing 
ensuite! 2nd ensuite in 
4th bedroom or nanny 

Spectacular 217 ft. lot 
w/wraparound garden! 
Upgrades galore!

$699,900

CENTURY BEAUTY! 
CHARM & CHARACTER NEWMARKET! 

1/4 ACRE!

It’s a beauty! 
Picturesque setting! 
Soaring 10 ft ceilings – 
open concept plan! 
Includes 600 SF loft! 
Gourmet kitchen! 
Massive great room! 
Enticing master with 
6 piece ensuite! Gated! 
Oversized triple garage! 
4 acres fenced! 5 mins. 
to HWY 27 & HWY 400

INQUIRE Unbelievable 
privacy on 2.5 acres! 
Completely redone 
top to bottom & 
shows to perfection! 
Rebricked antique 
brick exterior! 
Coffered ceilings! 

Gourmet centre island 
kitchen! Huge great rm 
w/wet bar! 5 bedrooms! 
4+ car garage!

$1,9
99,999

Quiet child-safe 
crescent location! 
Premium pie shaped 
lot! Soaring 9’ ceilings 
– open concept plan! 
Large LR – DR combo! 
Gourmet centre island 
kitchen with custom 
solid wood cabinetry! 
Huge bedrooms! 
2nd ensuite bath! 

entrance from laundry!

$709,900

WOW! DEMAND NORTHEAST 
AURORA CRESCENT! 3065 SF!

“The Package” – 
turn key operation 
includes land, 
building, contents 
and goodwill!  
Big 55 ft. x 119 ft lot!  
Fully renovated and 
approved!  One block 
from Yonge Street! 
Loads of character! 
 4 parking spaces!  
Full commercial 
zoning too! 

$629,000

MONTESSORI SCHOOL!  
BUSINESS & BUILDING! 

SUPERB 5000 SF REPRODUCTION! 
PRIVATE 2.5 ACRES! IT’S A KNOCKOUT!

It’s a beauty! Soaring 
9’ ceilings! Open 
concept plan! Big 
ceramic maple eat-in 
kitchen! Master with 
his and her walk-ins 
& inviting ensuite! 
Large bedrooms! 
Massive open 
concept! Fin. bsmt! 
Totally private prof. 
landscaped backyard 
w/pond and waterfall.

$719,900

STONE & BRICK SHOWSTOPPER! 
FINISHED BASEMENT TOO!

KING! 4200 SF BUNGALOFT! 
GATED 9 ACRES

4100 SF plus bring 
your inlaws to 
1500 SF beautiful 
2 bedroom suite in 
lower level too!  
Hardwood strip 

Gourmet kitchen w/
B-I appliances & 
big bkfst bar! Oasis 
backyard w/saltwater 
pool!  Knockout 
landscaping!  
Your ultimate move!

$1,288,888

SHERWOOD PLACE – NEWMARKET’S 
MOST SOUGHT-AFTER STREET!

Bring your business home! 
Paved road access! 
3 mins, to HWY 27! 2000+ 
SF 8 yr old bungalow! 
Open concept with bright 

lower level with in-law 
potential! Oversized 
heated double garage! 
Separate 3000 SF shop 
with 3 drive-in bay doors, 
18ft clear height & heated 
workroom! Loads of parking 
for trailers & trucks!

$1,2
50,000

INNISFIL! 25 ACRES! CUSTOM 
BUNGALOW AND 3000 SF SHOP!

Aurora’s most 
sought-after street!  
2752 SF!  Soaring 9 ft 
ceilings!  Open concept 

centre island kitchen 
w/granite counters, 
open to spacious fam 
rm w/vaulted ceiling and 
w/o to oversized deck! 

much more!

$1,189,000

BUNGALOW BEAUTY!  
KENNEDY STREET WEST

*SOME CONDITIONS APPLY.

MYSTERIOUS ADVENTUROUS LUXURIOUS

DELICIOUS.

HOCKLEYBEER.CA



50% OFF

$5 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

✄

Crystal WHITE DryCleaners Aurora 

Hollidge and Bayview

30% OFF
ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

25% OFF
FORMAL WEAR

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

✄

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

905-841-6969
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HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

NOTICE OF LIEN

NOTICE  TO CREDITORS

REAL ESTATE

LOST AND FOUND

O N E  O F  N O R T H
AMERICA’S largest 
financial services companies is
rapidly expanding in this area. If
you desire a dynamic career with 
excellent income potential, call
Ruth Greaves at 
1-888-240-4767.

50S, 60S, 70S FURNI-
TURE FOR SALE –
matched French provin-
cial love seats, chair,
Queen Anne-style sofa,
chairs, carved mirror with
matching sconces, pine
open dough box, Beattie
wash stand, floral chaise
lounge, matching end
tables and vanity with
marble tops, woven
kitchen chairs with match-
ing glass/teak table, maple
Queen Anne-style side-
board in great condition
with mahogany inlay, and
pair of  golden woven
tweed bucket chairs. Call
905-727-6497.

RESIDENTIAL REAL
ESTATE Services in
Aurora. Free market eval-
uation of  home. Liliana
Usvat HomeLife/
Bayview Realty. Call 416-
708-7454 

Enrol in our Tax Training School, the most 
comprehensive tax training program in
Canada, and start a career that lets you live life
your way. As one of  our tax professionals you
could enjoy the benefits of  seasonal full or part-
time work and flexible hours. Classes start mid-
September.

Register online at hrblock.ca or call 
1-877-32BLOCK (322-5625) Alliston,
Bradford, Newmarket, Aurora and Barrie
Classes available as well as job opportunities.

GET A CAREER
IN TAX PREPARATION

M E D I C A L  -
R E H A B I L I T A -
TION CLINIC seeking
active, energetic person to
grow new business in
Aurora.  Call 905-898-2000.

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
The personal property,
household goods, and con-
tents of  the following
rental spaces will be sold
for cash or otherwise dis-
posed of  to satisfy rental
liens for unpaid rent in
accordance with Ontario
Statutes Chapter R25 and
our lease agreement on
October 24th, 2012 at 10:00
a.m. sharp, at Northern
Self  Storage, 122  Bales
Drive East, Newmarket
L3Y 4X1  -  3 units, LILIA
PETALCORIN, WALTER
SERVANT, TERRENCE
ENGER.

BIKE “STRAT OPUS”.
Found in central Aurora.
Call with description 
905-716-8407. 

MATH TUTOR

MATH TUTOR for grades
9-12 in Aurora. 416-309-
0143. 

1. Inventory Manager - North Brampton
2. Certified Forklift - Immediate Night shift $14.25/hr.
3. Didde Printing Press Operators
4. Construction Estimator - 15 years CDN. 

ICI exp...$100K
5. Packers-Afternoon & Night shifts
6. CNC Operators
7. Operations Manager (Forming & Excavation) ..$100K
8. Customer Service.....Woodbridge Door Co.
9. Bookkeeper, Full time & Part time positions
10. Pick & Pack, days & afternoons, Alliston

1. Customer Service……Printing exp. a must
2. Restoration Estimator and Technician 2…IICRC a must
3. Inventory Manager - North Brampton

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
AND OTHERS:

All persons having
claims against the 
estate of  Thomas C.
Scrymgeour, late of  200
John West Way, Aurora
Ontario are hereby 
required to send full 
details of  such claims
to the executor noted
below on or before 
November 30, 2012. The
undersigned will not be
liable for any claim of
which he has not been
notified by that time.
Steven Scrymgeour 370
Queens Quay West
#202, Toronto, ON M5V
3J3.

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING COMPANY 
CLEANERS WANTED

Looking for mature individuals to join our 
friendly team. 2 positions available. 

Competitive wages, no weekends no evenings
Velicle needed milage paid.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

tres, town halls and council
chambers to ensure that resi-
dents are aware that new
funding will be in place over
the coming years.

The UWYR will also
reach out to the four munici-
palities yet to participate,
including Aurora, as well as
Georgina, King, and
Whitchurch-Stouffville.

A formal application
process will then be put into
place to allow residents
access to the funds – which
Zanotti says will be collected
through a variety of  sources,
including current donors,
individual donation (The
UW currently has 17,000 pri-
vate donors) and new

donors.
“The simple application

will be available early in
2013,” said Zanotti. “At that
point groups will be able to
come forward and say, ‘we
don’t have things to do, we
don’t want to join a formal
program, but we’ve come up
with our own solution.’”

To date the UWYR has
already funded 12 Strength
Investments and the results
have all been positive.

“We’re expecting to see a
tremendous impact,” Zanotti
told The Auroran of  the new
Strength Investment. “We
will continue to fund our
large regional programs, but
are looking forward to deep-
ening our local work.”

United Way
Continued on page 9

Music was in the air Saturday at the Aurora Farmers’ Market were a number of musicians took over the band
shell to entertain the crowds. (Left) Aurora high school student Sonia Zarei came with her guitar while (Right)
The Jonathan’s Song Circle, now in their eighth year, also performed. This group regularly performs Tuesday
nights at Jonathan’s Restaurant. Auroran photos by David Falconer

FOUND



In this show, the audi-
ence is taken to a mysteri-
ous island governed by
Goddesses and guided by
the cycles of  the moon.
Their queen, Prospera,
directs her daughter’s
coming-of-age ceremony
in a rite that honors femi-
ninity, renewal, rebirth
and balance. 

A group of  young men

lands on the island, trig-
gering an epic emotional
story of  love between
Prospera’s daughter and
a brave young suitor. The
couple must face numer-
ous demanding trials
and overcome daunting
setbacks before they can
achieve mutual trust,
faith and harmony.

The performance is
November 1 from 4 p.m.

to 6 p.m. at the Grand
Chapiteau at The Port
Lands in Toronto.
Dinner is included.
Tickets are $145 for mem-
bers and $150 for non-
members, per person.
Transportation via
deluxe coach. Sign up at
the reception desk.
Winter Games Registration

If  you’re interested in
participating in the York

Region 55+ Winter
Games, registration
forms are available at
the reception desk. The
deadline for registration
is October 26. Turn your
completed forms over to
Michelle before that
date.

Bud Switzer sings again
You might recall that

Bud Switzer was one of
several music competi-

tion winners recently. On
November 21, he will be
participating in the
Senior Star contest to be
held in Niagara Falls. He
will be competing
against seniors from all
across Canada. His popu-
lar, winning perform-
ance is his interpreta-
tion of  the song, “Some
Enchanted Evening”. We
wish him much success!

For more information
on the Aurora Seniors’
Centre and all it has to
offer, drop by 90 John West
Way, visit the web site
www.auroraseniors.ca,
e m a i l a u r o r a
seniors@rogers.com or call
905-726-4767 between 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m. Monday to
Friday.
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Not everyone needs your 
services all the time, 

but, if  you want to be there 
when they do...

Advertise in THE AURORAN
At Your Service directory.

  
  

   

 

 

 
                

   

    
  

  
   
  
 
  

CARPET SERVICES
Sales • Installations • Repairs

REPAIRS: Ripples, Burns, Stains, Flood, 
Damage & Much more

All Work is Guaranteed! 416-399-4868
SENIORS 10% OFF Est. 1985

Call Tom: 905-717-0517

  HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

For all your 
household needs. 

  H
S

h

HANDYMAN

DENTAL

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION 
ECO-LIMO (Aurora based)

Eco-friendly hybrid vehicles 

Hire an eco-friendly Lincoln or Prius Hybrid for your next
airport or downtown transportation from only $75.00 
Call Alan @ 416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
e-mail: eco-limo@bell.net * Website: greenlimousines.ca

LIMOUSINE

STONE MASONRY

905-841-8949  416-520-6252

S & S  PAINTING

20 yrs. experience 

TOP QUALITY
 GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES 

Commercial/residential
...any day any time 

FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

e

e1032.874.668eerfllot0032.874.509

rtdecnavda.www
Soil Enhanceme  Iest & Disease Control P

StructIee Pruning r T TrIConsulting  
  

         

a

ac.eraceertdecnavda@liame

c.eracee
ee & Stump RemovalrTI ent 

orcemental Reinf fotur

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

PAINTER

AUTO

DRIVING SCHOOL PHARMACY/MEDICAL TRAVEL

CLEANERS

MEMORIAL

POWER WASH

TREE CARE/LANDSCAPING

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

 
MEMORIALS

GRANITE • MARBLE 
• BRONZE

 
1.800.334.0563 Toll Free

LUESBY’S

905.895.4931 Bus.

WOODWORKING

WATER

BUSINESS SERVICES

CARPET SERVICES

MOVING & STORAGE

FUNERAL SERVICES

MAID TO SHINE
Professional cleaning with a personal touch

905-713-5636

Insured & Bonded • Owner Operated
~Serving Aurora for 15 years~

Call for an in-home consultation 

You might not be able to do everything at 
once, but you can do everything in one place

• Fax Service  •  Digital Printing & Copying 
•  Document Finishing  • Mailbox Rentals 

• Courier Service  • Packaging Supplies & Service

The UPS STORE® in Aurora, 14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora 

905-713-1632  Fax  905-713-1632

 
POWER WASHPOWER WASH

AQUA-FX

GTA • AURORA • NEWMARKET

MOBILEMOBILE

905-235-2037  416-558-5646

Eco-Friendly 
Hot water

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing

SUNSET BEECH
TREE CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

+

Tomorrow’s DRIVERS

Tomorrowsdrivers.com
905-940-9972

Hanlon & Hanlon Construction
• Custom Stone work • Stone Restoration
• Flagstone • Brick Repair
• Window Sills • Fireplaces
• Chimney Repair
Fully insuredÊ/ est 1972 / Free estimates

Dennis Hanlon Cell 905-955-6451 Home - 905 898 6451

• Block Work

Mike
THE WOODWORKER

* Kitchens
* Libraries

* Doors

705-305-7572
woodwork.magic@gmail.com

*
Guaranteed Chip Repairs
49$ *

NEW Windshields 
 169$From

WE CALL YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY & WE DO ALL THE PAPERWORK

905-713-6420

INSURANCE CLAIM SPECIALISTS

15296 Yonge St. 

HERNAN ROSE

*
*Call for details *Call for details(NW side of Wellington)

www.transitauto.ca
or FREE

130 Hollidge Blvd., Suite B4, 
Aurora, Ontario

Hollidge Medical Centre 
Next door in Unit B6

905-841-5554
Compounding of 
Bio-Identical Hormone

IDA COMPOUNDING PHARMACY

905-750-0008 Under New Management

Lowest Despensing Fee In Town

Advertise
your business 
in this spot!

Call: 
905-727-3300 

for more details

Advertise
your business 
in this spot!

Call: 
905-727-3300 

for more details

15% DISCOUNT FOR SENIORS 

ALPINE PAINTING 
FRESHEN UP YOUR HOME 

FOR THE HOLIDAYS
FREE ESTIMATES 

CALL 905-251-0500

Fall Special!
2 Rooms with trim  from $349

using Benjamin Moore paints
We also do exteriors

PKD Painting 
905-836-4347

Local Newmarket company serving 
Newmarket, Aurora, Bradford since 1985

1-877-STONE-13
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* SNOW REMOVAL * *   

Senior Scape
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Courses Starting:
October 27

November 17

905-726-4132

Driver Training
for Life!

CALL TODAY TO 
JOIN IN OUR DAILY 

ACTIVITIES AND 
A PERSONALIZED VISIT

All types of Filters, Humidifiers, 

Air Cleaners, Water Pumps
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helped clarify things,
there were further ques-
tions on when the issue
will ultimately be
reported out from closed
session. Mr. Elliott said
two further reports on
the matter had been
requested; one to deal
with how to solve the
problem that was identi-
fied in the auditor’s
report, and later to iden-
tify what was achieved
in closing the gap. 

The first one will be
discussed in closed ses-
sion this week, and there
will be an additional
report in six weeks.

“I think we’re all con-
cerned about the public
confidence so it is good
to see the report is com-
ing back to us quickly so
we can move forward
and there is a bit of  dis-
closure,” said Councillor
Michael Thompson. “I
look forward to being
able to share some of
those details with the
public to restore some of
the confidence.”

But just how – and
how much detail – will
come before the public
was the elephant in the
room. As the informa-
tion in question appar-
ently identifies an
employee within the
Town of  Aurora in what
is undoubtedly a nega-
tive light, the question
remained on whether
that would be made pub-
lic. 

Councillor Chris
Ballard, who argued
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“Please consider the average taxpayer” is one resident’s plea
at 9 a.m. This meeting will
focus on several items in
the capital budget, includ-
ing the repair and replace-
ment of  existing town
assets, and planning for
the future. A final meeting
on the capital budget is
tentatively scheduled for
Monday, November 26 at 7
p.m. Assuming no further
meetings are needed to go
over the capital budget, it
is slated to come to
Council for final approval
Tuesday, December 11 at 
7 p.m.

Then the fun stuff
starts.

The second part of  the
2013 financial plan is the
Operating Budget. Details
will become clear on what
each Town department is
planning for in the com-
ing year by mid-December,
but the formal presenta-
tion of  these numbers is
scheduled for Saturday,
January 12 at 9 a.m. in the
Council chamber.

This meeting will
include presentations
from a selection of  public
departments, including
infrastructure, parks and
recreation, and planning. 

The following Monday,
January 14 budgets from
outside of  Town Hall will
be considered. These
include the Aurora Public
Library and Central York
Fire Services (both of
which are planning budg-
et increases for next year),
the Aurora Cultural

Centre (no change from
2012) and the Aurora
Historical Society.

Discussions will con-
tinue in a daytime session
on Monday, January 21
which will include presen-
tations from the balance
of  municipal departments
from administration to
legal. 

Further meetings on
January 28, February 4,
February 11, and
February 25, all starting
at 7 p.m., are in the offing
if  needed. Town
Treasurer Dan Elliott in
his report to Councillors
this week, has earmarked
February 12, February 26,
March 5, or March 26 as
possible days when the
budget could be wrapped
up and approved by
Council. 

As things stand now,
Aurora taxpayers are fac-
ing an 8.1 per cent tax
increase on the municipal
portion of  their bill. This
number will be combined
with increases from the
Region of  York to formu-
late how much of  an over-
all hit you will have on
your tax bill based on
assessment. 

This number is slightly
higher than what was
originally forecast by the
Town during last year’s
budget process and big
ticket items contributing
to this increase for the
coming year include
increased costs for
employees at Town Hall

Duncan might be a Argo-in-Waiting as he practiced his
football moves in Town Park over the weekend. The fall
leaves provided the football fan with an obstacle
course – as well as a soft landing – as he ran around to
the delight of others.

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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Fixes pending for audit problem
against going into
closed session in the
first place, said he
would like to see the
original letter from the
auditor released to the
public, at least with the
individual’s name
removed to cover off
any personnel issues
that might be felt. 

“The vast majority of
this report needs to be
made public and in my
mind it needs to be pub-
lic sooner rather than
later,” he said. “I don’t
think the public should
have to wait six to eight
weeks and only get per-
haps dribs and drabs. I
would like to see this
report public as soon as
possible so that people
aren’t speculating that
things are worse than
they might be. We have
some concerns, they are
being dealt with, but the
longer we hold onto this
report and not allow it
to go public, the more
that speculation builds
and I don’t think that
does the Town any good

whatsoever.”
His motion to make

the auditor’s letter pub-
lic was met with some
support around the
table, particularly from
Councillors Gallo and
Gaertner, but others
said they felt since a
report was likely com-
ing forward this week
the move was a bit pre-
mature.

“I agree with getting
it out there as soon as
possible,” said Sandra
Humfryes on the delay.
“We’re going to be pro-
viding a document that
is presented with some
additional informa-
tion.”

Added Councillor
Thompson: “What would
be good is in addition to
the plan that will come
forward next week is to
take a look at the inter-
nal control report that
would be released publi-
cally will look like as
edited so we’re all com-
fortable with it...and
then make the decision
in one week’s time.”

(3.18 per cent of  the 8.1),
increase in fire costs (2.28
per cent), new positions
(1.07 per cent), as well as

cash to capital, a reduc-
tion of  planning fees, a 6.7
increase in the Library
budget, and funding to

combat the Emerald Ash
Borer, each of  which
account for less than one
per cent of  the tax
increase.

The proposed 8.1 per
cent increased has been
criticized by Councillors
and by the public at large.
While comments have
appeared in The Auroran
through its letters, one
voice came forward at last
week’s Council meeting to
voice her frustration with
the prospect of  another
tax increase.

“I ask you to consider
the average taxpayer in
making all your deci-

sions,” said Angela
Barbetta, a resident near
Bayview and St. John’s
Sideroad. “It’s a struggle
for many of  us, especially
if  you’re like me, you’re a
single income resident
putting a child through
university.

“Property taxes are not
just high, they are crip-
pling. I am working 60
hours a week now to pay
the taxes and I have the
smallest house on the
street. All I ask is for fiscal
responsibility. Please con-
sider the average taxpay-
er. Not all of  us here in
Aurora are wealthy.”
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PAINTING THE TOWN RED: York Regional Police Deputy Chief Bruce Herridge (R) was in Aurora last week pro-
moting next year’s Special Olympics Ontario Summer Games, which will take over several venues throughout
the Region next July.  Joining him were (from left) Police Superintendent Paul Pedersen, Lina Bigioni, Director
of Government Relations for the Region of York, and Games Manager Karen Richards of the YRP, proudly dis-
playing red shoelaces which will be on sale to help support Special Olympics athletes and the games.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Aurora set to be a venue for Ontario Special Olympics
By Brock Weir

Ontario’s Special
Olympians will have a
chance to go for the gold
next year right here in
Aurora.

The Town is one of  sev-
eral municipalities
throughout York Region
which will be opening their
doors and their facilities to
host Special Olympians
from around Ontario in the
2013 Special Olympic
Provincial Summer Games. 

The games will be held
next July 11 through July 14
and many of  the over 904
athletes will be put up at St.
Andrew’s College through-
out the event, with their
fields hosting the soccer
events. 

“All kinds of  volunteers
will be coming to all of  the
nine municipalities who
participate in softball, soc-
cer, which is a new sport to
the Special Olympics, event
golf, rhythmic gymnastics,
and track and field,” said
Bruce Herridge, Deputy
Chief  for the York Regional
Police. “We have made a
concerted effort to ensure
that the games have a pres-
ence in each of  the nine
municipalities that make
up York Region, either the

games, hosting a dinner or a
barbeque, events for the
Special Olympics Athletes,
and their families, and
there will be something in
all of  the municipalities.

“In Aurora, we will be
operating the soccer tour-
nament at St. Andrew’s
College and there will be
some lodging in the facility.
Soccer players will be com-
ing from a larger accommo-
dation venue to play the
games at the St. Andrew’s
College location.”

For Lina Bigioni,
Director of  Government
Relations for the Region of
York, next year’s Provincial
Games will have a transfor-
mative affect on the Region
and its residents. 

“Champions will cele-
brate champions all across
York Region,” she said.
“Hosting the games is a
great source of  pride for
York Region and York
Regional Police. Both organ-
izations have enjoyed a
long, proud history of  sup-
porting these amazing ath-
letes. 

“My own Special
Olympics journey started
in 1998 when I had the hon-
our of  promoting the 2000
Special Olympic Spring
Games. I had the pleasure

and privilege to work along-
side fallen officer Detective
Constable Rob Plunkett. I
remember working with
Rob and hoping and antici-
pating that this event would
be a memorable and
resounding success. We saw
it all come together thanks
to the support of  each local
municipality and the
event’s dedicated communi-
ty volunteers.

“It was the passion and
determination in the eyes of
each athlete that told us,
‘Yes, this event was and will
always be a success.’”

Also key to making the
event a success is ensuring
the funds are available to
keep it going. Organizers
have undertaken a fundrais-
ing campaign with an ulti-
mate goal of  $500,000. As of
last week, they were already
at $133,000 committed but,
as Ms. Bigioni said, there is
still “a long way to go.”

Future fundraising
opportunities include regu-
lar donations, but also
“adopting” an athlete.
Sponsors will have an
opportunity to put $500
towards sponsoring an ath-
lete to participate, whether
as an individual donor or
group donation. Donors will
receive a photo of  their ath-

lete, and a schedule of  the
games when they will be
participating so you can
come and cheer them on. 

There will also be an
opportunity for purchasing
red laces this coming spring
which will soon be on sale to
wear on your shoes as a
show of  support for the ath-
letes and their endeavours. 

“We’ll be selling these red
laces around the Region
wherever we can find people
who will help us sell them,”
said Deputy Chief  Herridge.
“They will be going to go for
$5 apiece and then on May
16, the Region is going to
declare a Special Olympics
Day. At that point we want to
paint the Region red!” 
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“Keeping your dreams...safe!”

By Brock Weir

Big Brothers Big
Sisters of  York has named
Sarah Dame as their new
Executive Director.

The Newmarket resi-
dent will helm the Aurora-
based group (BBBSY) and
brings over 25 years of
experience in non-profits
to the job. Ms. Dame has
recently been involved
with the Salvation Army’s
Hope for Others cam-
paign, which has raised
funds for their Northridge
Community Church on
Leslie Street near
Wellington Street East.
This work, as well as her
work with Brampton’s
William Osler Health
System Foundation and

Toronto’s Branksome
Hall, has resonated with
BBBSY.

“We are confident that
her dedication, enthusi-
asm and passion will
bring a fresh perspective
to our region and our
organization, as we strive
to provide caring adult
mentoring relationships
for children and youth to
promote their healthy
development and enhance
their self-esteem,” said
Richard Farmer, presi-
dent of  BBBSY’s Board of
Directors in a statement.

Ms. Dame said she feels
“privileged” to have had
the opportunity to work
with people throughout
York Region on these ini-
tiatives and is looking for-

ward to leading BBBSY.
“Today, Big Brothers

Big Sisters of  York touch-
es the lives of  thousands
of  children, youth and
families through the
delivery of  a variety of
programs, but we can do
so much more to strength-
en our impact,” she said.

“I look forward to giv-
ing back to the communi-
ty in which I live to
change the lives of  chil-
dren, teens and young
adults by working togeth-
er to develop and deliver
the very best mentoring
programs.  Together, we
can work to ensure that
every child has an oppor-
tunity to reach his or her
full potential, both as indi-
viduals and citizens.”

New Director for Big Brothers Big Sisters
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