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Auroran holidays
It doesn’t happen very often, but it happens this year.
Christmas and New Year’s fall on a Tuesday.
No way we can deliver the paper on those days, so the next best thing is (stop

applauding, staff) to shut The Auroran down for two weeks.
So, today’s paper is the last of 2007 and the next one you see will come to

you on or after Tuesday, January 8, 2008.
In the meantime, have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
See you in 2008.

Rosemary remembered
Welcome Wagon established the Rosemary Schumaker Award, following her

death in 2005.
Rosemary, publisher of The Auroran, was with Welcome Wagon for more than

25 years.
The award is presented annually to an area manager who exemplifies the

“Rosemary Schumaker Spirit”.
The presentation, made at the annual Welcome Wagon Management

Conference held in Niagara Falls this year, was made to Pat Walker, area man-
ager for Fraser Valley and Southwestern British Columbia.

Goodbye, hair
On Thursday, Dec. 20, Aurora’s Chief Administrative Officer John Rogers, is

going to lose his hair.
When the town’s United Way payroll deduction campaign started, Rogers said

if 30 employees signed up for payroll deductions he would shave off his facial and
head hair.

Now that the Town has met its goal, the CAO is going bald.
The event will happen at 9 a.m. in the Council Chambers.

Please see page 13

53 Wellington St. E.
Aurora 

Merry 
Christmas

See our ad on page 16
New Year’s Eve Gala December 31st 

• Dinner  •  party favours  •  give-aways and more

$50,000 Prize Board
from Aurora’s Bingo World and Sponsors

Celebrate the 12 Days of Christmas  •  Draws until December 23rd

Seasons Greetings SSSSSSS

BARRONSBARRONS
WAREHOUSE
40 Engelhard Dr., Unit 14, Aurora 

(N.W. Corner of Industrial Pkwy. S. & Engelhard)

905-751-0533

OPEN
Monday-Saturday 10-5 

Thursday 10-7:30 Sunday 10-4
www.barronshome.com

We Sell 
WEBKINZ

$13.99 
LIL’ KINZ 

$10.99

 20% - 80% 
• Christmas Decor 
• Entertaining Needs 
• Mugs • Hot Chocolate 
• Wine Glasses • Mikasa 
• Maxwell Williams 
• Boston Warehouse 
•  Colonial  Candles 
• Country Home • LANG 
• Dining • Pine and 
   Leather Furniture

SaveVANITIES

The 
Carlisle 

$498 
27” wide 

Over 20 Different models on display
Complete with taps

Children from the Foster family enjoyed their visit with Santa
Claus last week as the Aurora Rotary Club held its annual
Christmas dinner for children at Victoria Hall. Children are, left
to right, Sarah, Alexis, and Megan, and father, Greg Foster is
Rotary’s president this year. Auroran photo by David Falconer

Jones 
is easy 
winner

A little weather, obviously, doesn’t
bother a Liberal.

Aurora, reeling under one of its
worst snowstorms in recent history,
was deluged Sunday afternoon to
the point where stores closed and
people simply stayed home.

Unless you were a Liberal and
you wanted a new candidate for the
next, as yet uncalled, federal elec-
tion.

Then you ignored the weather,
got in your car, drove to Aurora’s
DiNardo’s Mansion and cast a vote in
favour of the next Liberal candidate.

When the snow had settled, it
was no contest as former Aurora
Mayor Tim Jones handily won the
nomination 279 to 87, defeating 24-
year-old Gus Khouri from
Newmarket.

Aurora’s premier women’s only
weight loss & fitness

HERSS
WEIGHT LOSS • FITNESS • BEAUTY

905-713-2437
herss.ca

2 for 1MEMBERSHIP*
*CALL FOR DETAILS.
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Continuing until April 15 from 2 a.m. to 6 a.m. winter park-
ing restrictions are in effect on Aurora streets.

* * * *
A drop-in centre will operate every Wednesday at the

Community Bible Church, on Bathurst Street, just south of
Henderson. Operating from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. it’s open to all
parents, grandparents and caregivers. For more information,
e-mail Judy Hoffmann at jhoffmann@sympatico.ca.

* * * *
Scottish Country Dancing is held every Friday morning at

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church beginning at 10.30 a.m.
No partners are needed and beginners are welcome.

* * * *
Meet at Martha's Table, now in its third season. Every

Thursday from 11.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m., comfort food and a
sense of community is available in the St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church hall, Aurora. Any funds raised are
directed to other community outreach projects.

* * * *
Aurora Agricultural Society meets the first Monday of

every month from 6.30 to 9 p.m. at the Aurora Community
Centre. New members welcome. For more information, call
905-713-6773, e-mail at info@aurorafair.ca, or visit
www.aurorafair.ca.

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday evening at 6.30

p.m. at Gabriel's on Yonge Street. New members welcome.
For further information, call 905-841-1352.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge #148 meets the

first and third Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at 15216
Yonge Street (south of Wellington). For more information, call
905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masons' Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday of

each month at The Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley Street, at
7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday each

month at 57 Mosley Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee club at 9
a.m., lunch at noon. Call 905-727-3032 or 905-727-1080.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous, every Tuesday night, Trinity

Anglican Church, Victoria Street, 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Euchre every Thursday night. Aurora Legion, 7.30 p.m.
Call 905-727-9932. Also every third Sunday at 1 p.m.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women has monthly

meetings at the Aurora Legion with a variety of speakers and
interest groups. Contact Beverley at 905-727-2151.

* * * *
The Aurora Seniors Evergreen Choir practice under the 

COMING EVENTS

Please see page 19

COUNTRY ESTATE GROOMING
Full grooming services • Specialty baths & treatments
• Wash & Fluff • Safe, Peaceful, Cage-less environment 
for your pets • Leash walks in a country setting. 
• Drop off in the morning & pick up in the afternoon. 

• SHED-LESS Treatment – Reduces shedding by up to 90% 
• Have your pet come & enjoy a FUN-FILLED DAY at the Doggie Spa!

905-713-2779 
Please call for appt.

5421 Slater Rd. 
 Vandorf 

countryestatekennels.com
(Aurora Rd. & Woodbine)

Marilyn Redvers, Sales Representative 
Residential Real Estate Services 
14799 Yonge Street, Aurora L4G 1N1

905-727-3154
www.realestateaurora.com

Your Community Realty N A T IO N A L

C H A IR M
T H E

C L U B

ROYAL LePAGE

ASSOCIATE BROKER NETWORK

$605,990

Great opportunity on sought-after street with million dollar homes!
Over 3200 sq. ft. with large principal rooms! Over-sized skylight creates
bright, airy space! 1/4 acre lot boasts park-like setting with beautiful
mature trees. Walk to schools, shops, transit!

Impressive modern layout! Beautiful finishes! 3000 + sq. ft.! Gleaming hardwood floors! Wonderful
kitchen with centre island & breakfast area is open to family room! Gas fireplace! Quiet Crescent!
Located across from prestigious Magna Golf Course!

BRAND NEW IN BAYVIEW MEADOWS  
EAST AURORA!

$219,900

Terrific value and space! Lovingly maintained Yonge St. Condo! Light &
bright corner unit has both west and north exposures! Updated kitchen
and bathrooms! Woodburning fireplace in living room! Terrace off
Dining Room! Includes Appliances!

SPOTLESS! WALK TO SHOPS & TRANSIT

$799,000

LOVELY 5-BEDROOM HOME - CENTRAL AURORA!

Lovely & immaculate townhouse! Open concept floor plan! Large
eat-in kitchen has granite counters & walkout to deck! Elegant
Living & Dining Rms.! Gas Fireplace! W/O to patio from Fam. Rm.!
Includes appliances! Small enclave of well-kept homes!

$299,900
FABULOUS FREEHOLD TOWNHOME

1 BLOCK TO YONGE!

presented by

Beautifully presented home! Gleaming hardwood floors! Fabulous
renovated kitchen with large island & granite counters! Family Rm.
has gas log fireplace, cathedral ceiling & is open to kitchen! W/outs
to private deck & patio! Gorgeous lot with total privacy!

$1,049,000

RARE CUSTOM-BUILT BUNGALOW-CENTRAL AURORA

It’s a great time to sell your house! 
Call Marilyn for a market evaluation! 905-727-3154

™Trademarks owned by IGM Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations.

Jennifer Christensen B.A., CFP, CDFA, TEP
Executive Financial Consultant

Phone: 
jennifer.christensen@investorsgroup.com

905-726-8236

Are your year end tax planning strategies in place?
Now is the time to make all payments and donations that qualify for 
tax breaks or sell investments with accrued losses to offset 
capital gains. Taking care of this before the end of the year
allows you to apply them to your 2007 tax return.
Contact us today for your free copy of “Pay your share of taxes
and not a penny more” offering a checklist of tax strategies to 
consider before the end of the year. 
 

Act now
to pay less tax!

Wii

MENU
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2

A

HOME

POWER

100%

@scholarscanada.com
about yourself
Learn 

andand
enterenter

toto

and
enter

toWin Prizes
Go to scholarscanada.com, take the test and be entered to win one of 
these great prizes. Total prize value $2500 in Future Shop gift cards. 

*No purchase necessary. Contest closes at 11:59 PM EST on January 31, 2008. In order to win, entrant must correctly answer a 
mathematical skill-testing question. Odds of winning will depend on the number of eligible entries received. Full contest rules
available at http://www.scholarscanada.com

Happy 
Holidays
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905-727-9561
14889 Yonge Street, Aurora
www.graystonesrestaurant.ca

gourmet to go

Schnitzels our specialty

Open
Christmas Day Dinner

December 25th

Aurora
Shopping

Centre 
merchants

A & F Hair Elite
*905-727-6212

Aurora Dry
Cleaners

*905-713-0095

Aurora
Alterations

*905-726-9242

Aurora Dollars
Discount

*905-841-2497

Aurora Salon
Secrets

*905-727-1044

Bulk Barn 
*905-751-1822

Beer Store
*905-727-4741

CIBC Bank
*1-800-465-

2422

Chris' No Frills

Clothing Outlet
*905-841-7652

Creative
Colours

*905-727-0552

Day Break 
*905-726-3060

Ella’s Nails 
* 905-726-2468

5 Below Jeans
& More

*905-841-7762

Fabulous Flicks
Video

*905-841-5768

Family Shoe
Repair

*905-841-8922

Henry's 
Fish & Chips

*905-727-8001

Karen & Tina's
Flowers

*905-727-9865

Kitchen
Accents

*905-841-0885

Knit Or Knot
*905-713-1818

Kodak Image
Centre

*905-726-4243

Legacy
Jewellery

*905-841-3065

Not Just Cards
Hallmark

*905-727-1547

Oakridge
Outfitters

*905-726-4063

Omars Shoes
*905-727-9391

Regency
Variety

*905-727-6691

Sparkle
Pharmacy

*905-727-2322

Staples/Business
Depot

*905-713-0367

The Source by
Circuit City

*905-713-2783

Van De Ven Car
Wash

York Medical
*905-713-0404

FAMILY 
GIFT 

DRIVE
Until December 21st

Support the 
Aurora Lions Club 

by bringing
unwrapped 

gifts for all ages to: 

Aurora Alterations 
Creative Colours 

Omar’s Shoes 
or 

Sparkle Pharmacy

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

By flying a Canadian flag, you
show support for July 1 parade

Here’s a chance to sup-
port Aurora by joining a
growing group of people
known as Hot Canadians.

With a little perserver-
ance, you, too, can have a
Canadian flag on an Aurora
map, showing the world you
support the return of the
July First Canada Day
parade.

Organized by the person
who wants to see the parade
returned to the list of

Aurora’s July First activities,
Sher St. Kitts, the event
takes place at www.clickmy-
community.ca.

Get to a computer and go
there.

“Let's paint Aurora red
and white with Canadian
pride,” Sher said.

There will be a Canadian
flag located on a map of
Aurora, showing people in
town who support the proj-
ect.

Just go to www.clickmy-
community.ca and click the
"Get Flag Now" banner.

Fill out the form and with-
in 24 hours a flag will be
raised above your house
and you will be an official
supporter of Canada Day
Parade Revival 2008.

Then check back fre-
quently to see the growing
number of flags being raised
in Aurora, and don't forget to
tell your friends.

Council selects company
to renovate historic school

For the past few years
there has been consider-
able discussion at council
and in committees about
the cost of renovations to
the Church Street School
for its conversion to the
Aurora Heritage Centre.

In September, 2006,
then Council lor Ron
Wallace, representing
council on the Aurora
Histor ical Society,
stressed the need for
action as there was an
urgent need for a decision
and the cost to complete
the restoration was
increasing due to coun-
cil's delay.

Council approved the
renovations in the 2007
capital budget at a cost of
$2,530,000 based on a
consultant’s estimate.

A total of 29 f irms
picked up tender docu-
ments and attended the
mandatory site visit in
September.

The tender closed in
November with a total of
seven bids.

Two were non-compli-
ant.

After reviewing the
bids, the evaluation com-
mittee recommended the
contract be awarded to
Rutherford Construction,
the lowest compliant bid
at $2,184,408,

It was pointed out that
the firm has had consid-
erable experience with
large scale institutional
and her itage projects
including the Aurora
Seniors’ Centre, Lester B.
Pearson Public School,
Bayview Hill Elementary
School and the train sta-
tion in Aurora.

In addition to the base
contract, the firms were
asked to submit prices for
alternative items includ-
ing a new heating and air
condit ioning system,
improved l ighting, new
windows and additional
mil lwork at a cost of
$889,900 and staff
included the alternatives
in the Cultural Spaces
Canada grant application.

Council lor Wendy

Gaertner said she could-
n't suppor t the recom-
mendation to award the
contract to Rutherford
Construction as she
wanted a firm with more
experience.

A letter from a firm of
architects stated that the
references submitted by
Rutherford Construction
were for projects of a
similar nature.

Town staff members
said Church Street
School was a renovation,
not a restoration and the
evaluating committee
were happy with the com-
pany's experience in
Aurora and other areas,
but Councillor Gaer tner
was not convinced, say-
ing she didn't feel com-
fortable with the contract
award.

However, other mem-
bers of council didn't feel
the same way and the
staff report and recom-
mendation were adopted
as presented.

Lawyer 
leaving

In a surprise
announcement at the end
of Tuesday’s council
meeting, Chief
Administrative Officer
John Rogers announced
that town solicitor Shelley
Pohiola was leaving
Aurora after six years of
service.

She has accepted a
position in the Town of
Whitby.

He explained that she
would be establishing a
new legal department at
Whitby and in addition, it
was much closer to her
home.

The solicitor is the third
senior staff member to
leave during the year with
the depar ture of Public
Works Director Wayne
Jackson who accepted a
position with the City of
Peterborough and
Planning Director Sue
Seibert, who is retiring.

Council has engaged a
recruiting firm to search
for candidates for the
Public Works and
Planning positions.
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I'll be home for Christmas,
The words ring a happy note;

Of families and friends together,
Not sitting alone on a boat.

- Poor Richard's Scrapbook  

Christmas is a time for families.
As children grow up and move away from home to

start families of their own, every effort is usually made
to get home for Christmas.

Unfor tunately several members of our Armed
Forces will be unable to get home for Christmas as
they serve in Afghanistan and other foreign lands and
although everything possible will be done for them,
they are still alone in a foreign land and away from
family and friends.

Most ex-servicemen will recall how they spent their
first Christmas away from home as the memory of it
stays with them.

The worst Christmas that I can recall was in 1943.
The dark clouds of war hung over England and the

free world.
The Battle of the Atlantic was still at its peak and

there was an urgent need for aircraft and supplies of
all types.

After completing my navigation training at Malton, I
was assigned to 45 Group of the RAF Ferry Command,
based at Dorval, Quebec, the jumping-off base for
most trans-Atlantic flights.

I didn't have long to wait for my first assignment, as
due to the illness of another navigator, I was crewed
up with Captain Mark Rusiecki of the Polish Air Force
to fly Mitchell FR198 to Scotland.

We took off from Dorval in the early hours of Dec. 4
for Goose Bay, Labrador.

While I had carried out a “dry run” of a simulated
trip across the Atlantic no one told me where Goose
Bay was.

More by good luck than good navigation we found it
after being in the air for 4 hours and 40 minutes, but it
wasn't until Dec. 15 that we took off for Greenland,
due to poor weather and an unsuccessful 90-minute
search for a missing aircraft in the Melee Mountains
just east of Goose Bay.

When the weather cleared, we got away for the next
leg of the trip to the American base in Greenland
which took 4 hours and 45 minutes.

The single landing strip was 50 miles up a narrow
fjord.

It was necessary to make contact with an island at
the entry to the fjord with the call sign "Blondie" to
make sure there wasn't another aircraft in the fjord.

The call sign of the airstrip was "Dagwood".
The next day we took off for another American base

in Iceland but after two hours and 15 minutes in the air
we were recalled to Greenland due to poor weather in
Iceland.

On Dec. 18 we made the five-hour flight to Iceland
and on Dec. 20 completed the final leg to Prestwick,
Scotland, in 4 hours and 30 minutes for a total of 26
hours and 40 minutes in the air.

We had barely landed in Scotland when we were
hustled onto buses for a trip to Greenock, outside
Glasgow, to board the Acquitania for a voyage to New
York.

Mark, my pilot, had married a Scottish lass and he
and his Polish radio operator were able to arrange
leave and enjoy Christmas in Scotland.

That left me alone to spend Christmas somewhere
on the Atlantic Ocean.

The ship’s crew did everything possible to make us
comfortable and even served a turkey dinner on
Christmas Day but it was a lonely day as pretty well
everyone was lost in their own thoughts.

As troop ships were dry, there was nothing to bring
people together.

We docked late Dec. 30 and thought we might be
able to enjoy New Year's Eve in New York, but that was
not to be.

A special train was waiting at dockside and we were
loaded on for the overnight trip to Montreal.

As I had a few days between deliveries, I was able
to catch the night train to Toronto and spent New
Year's Eve on the train.

As you sit down to your Christmas dinner in the
warmth of your home with family, think of the soldiers
in foreign lands.

“Aurora’s  Community Newspaper”

Published weekly by The Auroran Publications Inc.
At 95 Edward Street,

Aurora, L4G 1W1
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I’ll be home
for Christmas

THE AURORAN

Poor Richard

Letter to the Editor

This is a photo of the members of the Aurora Police Department, taken in 1969, shortly before the forma-
tion of the York Regional Police which took place in January, 1971. This photo, courtesy of Don Lewis,
Sr., appeared in a book called “The History of Policing in York Region”, and was published by the York
Region Police in 1991. Aurora’s police chief at the time was William Langman.

Aurora: wonderful place to live
To the editor,

Joy to the World and
especially in the Town of
Aurora...

Tis the season to be
jolly! so let's do it.

If the worst thing we
can whine about is a
missed item on our agen-
das, some small incon-
venience, or the fact that
we didn't get everything
done that we wished we
could have; or no one lis-
tened to our great idea
when we wanted....then
we definitely are the lucky
ones!

Look around, Aurora,
remember how other 
people in our world live.

Let's choose a positive
focus. Let's focus on the
good news - remember
the good things and feel
the warmth and joy such
reminiscing can bring us
all.

Let's share our joy!
I'm a Snowballian who

looks over and sees a lit-
tle Town overflowing with
dreams fulfilled and goals
achieved!

So much so, many of
us don't even realize there
are those in need living in
Aurora.

We forget.
It's like when you had

an ache and it stops. You
forget about it.

But there are so many
in Aurora who never forget
and help the rest of us do
the right things for our
souls, especially at
Christmas and I wish to
thank them. Those who
are always helping.

I'm asking us all to
remember and realize we
can rejoice and celebrate
our great luck and beauti-
fully charmed lives!

We are a blessed com-
munity that cares and nur-
tures one another.

I see this first hand

daily as calls come in
from Aurorans wishing to
volunteer their precious
time to help the Aurora
Christmas Dream on
Christmas Day... its truly
amazing.

We have more than
enough volunteers - thank
you, Aurora!

We're still raising funds
to continue to feed those
in need over the Holiday
Season and your support
is greatly appreciated as
it will be given to those
who are always helping!

What a great Town to
live in - indeed the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce is
one of the most active in
all Canada.

Chamber members
suppor t one another
working together to create
a warm heartbeat, a pulse
and flurry of activity 
suppor ting The Aurora
Food Bank, Welcoming
Arms, the York Region's
Women's Centre, the
Yellow Brick House and so
many other outreach
organizations.

The town newspaper,
The Auroran, remains the
'most' read news in
Aurora, because Aurorans
appreciate their own town
based news.

Community backbone
organizations like The
Rotary Club, the Lions
and Optimists Clubs are
constantly busy doing
things to help those in
need in this wonderful
town.

On top of this there are
also many Aurorans who
are out there helping out -
who don't wish to be
named and just do it
because they truly care!

This is a special place
to live and Aurorans are
very lucky.

The town is growing by
leaps and bounds and so
there are and will contin-

ue to be a few popped
buttons, torn seams and
bumps along the way as
Aurora and its people
expand their capacities to
care for so many new 
people and situations.

We can choose to
embrace the thrill of
growth and change rather
than harbouring fear of
some perceived failure...
or a fall!

You know perception is
an individual truth and we
all need to be reminded of
that from time to time.

Think of all the great
things gained by choosing
a positive tack.

Aurorans share news,
problems and best of all
solutions with one anoth-
er. Aurora is a solutions

based community of 
people willing to find the
best ways to improve 
situations.

Honest debate and
idea sharing help bring
understanding and new
future plans towards an
even brighter Aurora.

All I'm saying is - for
now - Aurora, it is
Christmas and the
Holiday Season.

I'm writing the editor to
ask him to remind us all to
deck our lives with
Boughs of Jolly!

Because we can!

Merry Christmas
and Thank You,
Aurora
Sher St. Kitts
Aurora Dream Team 
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Cathy’s Corner

By Stephen Somerville

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

In Aurora we have, if memory serves correctly, the annu-
al candlelight tour of fine homes as well as an annual sum-
mer tour of home back yard gardens.

Although I have not been on any of these excursions, I
have heard they are very interesting and I do hope to attend
in 2008.

So my plan was, this Christmas season - and so as to
temporarily forget about the goings on at Town Council, all
the talk of ward systems, term limits, and extra seats on
York Region Council - that, through this column, I was to
add my own kind of Christmas tour for interested Aurora
residents.

I was going to rather modestly call this sightseeing expe-
dition the "Stephen Somerville Fantastically Grand Tour of
Aurora Home Christmas Lights" or  "SSFGTAHCL" for short.

Unlike the other tours, this one would not cost you any-
thing. Mind you, donations would be (and always are) wel-
come to the "Please Give Somerville a new 2008 350 HP
Corvette Fund".

But the focus of this intended column has changed a few
times over the past week.

First I was going to offer the readers a guided tour of
Christmas lights throughout Aurora, then I decided to pick
out just a few streets from each quadrant of the Town, but
now this column has evolved to just picking out, not the best
light displays, as there are too many to choose from, but
what I find interesting, or out of the ordinary.

It didn't have to be the best, the most expensive or the
most ostentatious display of electrical creativity known to
man; it simply had to catch my eye.

I went out this week on a night when the Leafs were play-
ing Tampa Bay. I wanted to limit myself to basically driving
throughout town for about 90 minutes or so.

I believe one should undertake such a tour to reduce the
stress of figuring out how to pay off that second mortgage
known as little Johnny's Christmas gifts.

I kindly suggest doing this tour just after 8 pm - when it
is dark but not too late that people will have turned off their
lights, or worse, the police may think you are casing peo-
ple's homes.

Make sure to stop by your favourite coffee shop before
you proceed.

Bring the kiddies along as well.
Then turn on some Christmas music in the car and set-

tle in for your drive through the Aurora streets.
If you don't mind the stress, do like I do, and take the tour

while listening to the Leafs game on the radio. At least no
one can hear the curses at your heroes’ missed opportuni-
ties!

Here are some things that caught my eye on the tour, but
it is not a Top 10 list by any means.

At the northeast corner of St. Johns Sideroad and
Bathurst Street, the backyard of this home has a beautiful
set of lights on the trees.

In the small Brentwood subdivision just north of St.
John's Sideroad and near Bathurst Street, a number of
houses on Joseph Tuck Court, just off Woodlands Hills Blvd.
are very well done, with the lights on one home in particu-
lar standing out.

Just south of St. John's Sideroad, near Bathurst, on
Lenarthur Court, is one house in particular, with a snowman

and Santa and his sled.
On Willow Farm Lane you will find a large Christmas tree

decked out very nicely, and my favourite lighted tree - done
in blue and white lights - is just down the street, near
Hodgkinson Cres.

At the corner of Kennedy Street West and Corner Ridge
Road, sits a massive tree done in Royal Blue lights - quite
spectacular.

Near Davidson Road on Murray Drive you will find a
home with lights, a snowman, and Santa with his sled.

On the east side of Yonge, east of Cameron Avenue, a
home on Royal Road has a small lights display, but the use
of the coloured spotlights creates a pleasant mood.

Near Walton, on Cedar Cres., a truly massive Christmas
tree is done up with all kinds of different lights.

Finally, on Oak Court, off Mark Street, sits a dwelling
with lots of different coloured lights on the house, trees and
bushes.

I apologize for not visiting all parts of Aurora, but while I
was driving around and listening to the Leafs game, the
announcer stated that Nik Andropov actually threw a
crunching body check on a Tampa player.

I was so excited and skeptical of this that I had to race
home to check it out on my television set!

My apologies if I missed those of you who have laboured
over your lights and spent countless dollars and hours chas-
ing perfection.

Cheers.

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Christmas house lights

The night before Christmas 
By Cathy Vrancic

'Twas the night before Christmas…
Santa-Mommy was getting tired.
There were bags and bags of Christmas loot to unload

into the stockings she'd hung by the chimney with
care…and she still had to peel the price tags off.

There were boxes and boxes to tuck under the tree, but
a few of them still needed to be wrapped.

Everybody knows that Santa doesn't "buy" gift wrap! The
elves make it, silly!

That means Santa-Mommy had been running all around
Aurora (and surrounding vicinity) for weeks looking for plain
red wrapping paper and wondering: why do gift wrap manu-
facturers not know this?

There was so much work to be done, but Santa-Mommy
couldn't do any of it - yet.

The children had already put out milk and cookies for
Santa, but they were too wired to be nestled all snug in their
beds…much less have visions of sugar plums dancing in
their heads!  

Santa-Mommy's super-ears were well trained to pick up
tiptoe sounds and whispers, and she could hear them all
right!

She had to be very, very quiet and wait…and try not to
fall asleep.

Finally, not a creature was stirring - not even Santa-
Daddy! He was blissfully asleep on the couch. She shook

him awake.
"Come on," she whispered. "Let's do it!"
Santa-Daddy's eyes popped open.
"What time is it?"
"Just after one."
Santa-Daddy yawned. "I vote we let Santa Claus do it this

year," he said rolling over.
"That would be nice," said Santa-Mommy. "Except we

ARE Santa Claus, so get up and put this on!"
Santa-Daddy stared at the Santa cap he had just been

handed and when he tried to shove it under a couch pillow,
Santa-Mommy grabbed it and jammed it onto his head -
tight!

Santa-Mommy led a groggy Santa-Daddy in a red furry
headlock down into the basement to exhume the buried
treasure.

There were Ninja Turtles, comic books, Play Doh, mitty-
clips, and a book on how to draw Superheroes to stuff into
the good little boy's stocking. They didn't fit.

Then there were Barbie Dolls, flavoured Lip Smackers,
hair clips, little toy puppies and little toy kittens to stuff into
the stockings belonging to the two good little girls. They did-
n't fit either.

Santa-Mommy magically produced a package of red
plastic bags and tied one to each of the stockings with a red
pipe cleaner. Of course the stocking hangers couldn't take

the weight…
Yup, they came crashing down off the mantle!
Santa-Mommy suspected it was the king size Toblerone

bars, but it could have been the gallon jars of gumballs.
In any event, there arose such a clatter that the children

sprang from their beds to see what was the matter!  
Busted…
"Mommy, Daddy!" shouted three excited children - one

girl wearing Snowflake pajamas, the other wearing Rudolph
the Red-Nosed Reindeer pajamas and the boy wearing
Frosty the Snowman pajamas.

"Did Santa already come?"  
Santa-Daddy stared like a reindeer caught in headlights.
"Well, it looks like he did!" said Santa-Mommy.
Her heart pounded as she hid the package of red plastic

bags behind her back…and hoped they wouldn't notice the
economy pack of red pipe cleaners on the coffee table…

"Mommy," asked the good little boy. "Why aren't you and
Daddy wearing your Santa pajamas?"  

Yup, Santa came a little early. 'Twas only 4 in the morn-
ing!

Happy Christmas to all of Aurora's Santa-Mommies and
Santa-Daddies, and to all a Good Night!

Cathy Vrancic welcomes e-mail at:
ccaurora@rogers.com
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BOUQUETS to Santa's elves who reminded Poor Richard
that this was the period of the year to forget past dif-
ferences and say nice things about all people and
issues, so it's all BOUQUETS this time.

BOUQUETS to Aurora Council for adopting a general
committee report at a recent council meeting with-
out lifting a single item for further discussion, which
was rare since items are lifted even though a full

discussion and vote took place at the committee level.

BOUQUETS to York Regional Council for including on
their agenda a one-line explanation of the items to
be discussed at a closed meeting of council.

BOUQUETS to Aurora's Dierdre Tomlinson for her positive
letter in The Auroran about how lucky the people
are who live in this part of the world compared with
other areas.

BOUQUETS to the members of the Aurora Community
Arboretum on receiving the Environmental Giant
Award at the recent Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority awards ceremony. It was

well deserved.

BOUQUETS to Janet Stacey of the Aurora Minor Hockey
Association for presenting a cheque from the
Toronto Marlies Community Fundraising Practice to
the Aurora Food Pantry.

BOUQUETS to Frank Condlin, Amanda Newman and
Rebecca Carmino who tied for first place in the
Great Blue Box Guessing Game sponsored by the
Environmental Advisory Committee recently and

received their prizes from committee member Catherine
Marshal.

BOUQUETS to Aurora Council if they will arrange a pub-
lic meeting to discuss whether a ward system
should be considered for Aurora, bearing in mind
that many homeowners in the east end of the

municipality have not yet moved in.

BOUQUETS to the Aurora Pathfinders Novice team as
they went undefeated to win their second consecu-
tive tourney as the girls outscored their opposition
19-0 to win the 16th annual Sharkfest Tournament

in Barrie.

BOUQUETS to Sheila Ghazarian who teaches the Aurora
Seniors’ Beginners Art Group on having two of her
etchings accepted in the prestigious Varley Gallery
Exhibition which runs until January 13.

BOUQUETS to the organizers and all the participants in
Aurora's Santa Claus Parade for bringing so much
happiness to the thousands of children of all ages
who lined the route to greet Santa Claus recently.

BOUQUETS to all the letter writers to The Auroran as they
provide a true cross-section of public opinion and if
politicians at all levels would read the letters they
wouldn't need to hire consultants or pollsters.

BOUQUETS to Theatre Aurora for inviting Aurora's senior
citizens to attend the final dress rehearsal of their
productions at no cost to the seniors.

BOUQUETS to Tom Williams who wrote to The Auroran to
advise that he is alive and well in Laguna Beach,
California, after he learned of an article in The
Auroran about his innovative Pals Restaurant, which

he operated until it became a Shoeless Joes and Tom disap-
peared.

By DICK ILLINGWORTH

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationali-
ties
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Bouquets & BRICKBATS
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PLUMBING SERVICE 
(Serving York Region for more than 35 years) 

Residential–Commercial–Industrial 

Bps905@hotmail.com       905-727-3210

statefarm.ca™

State Farm
Aurora, Ontario

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

P065075CN 08/06

We share the same

JOYS OF THE SEASON.

Peter Virtanen Ins Agcy Inc
Peter Virtanen, Agent
Aurora, ON L4G 3V6
Bus: 905-727-8400

May this Christmas season
bring you the joy of family
and friends.

All types of Filters, Humidifiers, 
Air Cleaners, Water Pumps

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

This reader says unnecessary
spending totalled $3.5 million

To the editor,

The following is a general
estimate of unnecessary
spending by council during
2007.

$56,000 - councillors’
room in the Town Hall. The
first item on the agenda of
the new council.

$70,000 - seniors’ building
outside stairs and direction
sign.

$50,000 - trees for arbore-
tum. The provincial govern-
ment will supply trees.

$6,000 - donation to hock-
ey tournament.

$2,500,000 - renovation of
Church Street School the his-
torical society dumped on the
town, who bit for a Heritage
Culture Centre.

$134,000 - Overrun on
traffic calming project in her-
itage Aurora. Council voted
against the project because
of the cost of $214,000. The
original estimate was

$80,000. The council
changed its mind after a
group demanded the project
be completed.

$3,500 - tickets to attend
the Aurora Chamber of
Commerce business gala.

$6,000 - local home own-
ers demanded vines and
trees on road fence on
Vandorf Sideroad after the
road was complete.

$72,000 - Knowles
Crescent demand by a few
home owners before the proj-
ect was finished. Council
bypassed the town engineers
and hired a consultant at
about $11,000 to do the four
or five home owners’ bidding.
The contractor of the project
was sent home.

$600,000 - artificial turf for
soccer field with a 35 year
payout in savings, justified by
savings of not buying land for
more soccer fields. If current
players not living in Aurora
were not allowed to play

there would be no problem in
available playing fields. Also,
the St. Andrew’s playing
fields were not available in
2007.

$900 - for promotions at
the Farmers’ Market. What a
waste. If the farmers want to
promote their wares, they
can do so without taxpayer
dollars.

$30,000 - a consultant to
check parking spots in down-
town Aurora.

If my addition is correct,
the total is $3,539,400 to do
projects for special interest
groups.

Hopefully, the 2008 budg-

et will be balanced.
As stated by a councillor,

$200,000 was one per cent
of the 2007 budget, so these
items were 17.68 per cent of
the budget.

It also means without
nice-to-do projects, the budg-
et would have been bal-
anced.

Regardless of where the
cash came from, develop-
ment funds, money from the
sale of Aurora Hydro, or tax-
payers, the budget would
have been balanced.

R.W. Hanes
Aurora

Aurora a nicer community
than newspaper suggests
To the editor,

My wife and I lived in King
for a number of years before
moving recently to Aurora.

While we enjoyed the
countryside, the wildlife and
the neighbours in King, we
were not close to all the
amenities available in a larger
community.

There was a lot of driving
involved to acquire most of the
necessities.

We moved to Aurora where
the amenities were a lot clos-
er.

We were also introduced to
The Auroran newspaper.

But, reading all the grum-
bling about the Town Council,
the Mayor, closed sessions,
and traffic calming therein,
one could almost conclude
that Aurora is not a very nice
place to live.

However, our experiences
have been exactly the oppo-
site.

In our dealings with the var-

ious enterprises here we have
invariably been treated in a
pleasant, courteous and 
professional manner, whether
it's a dentist, a flower shop or
the local barber.

One example. In the
Wellington Mall there is phar-
macy run by two gentlemen
who really know their business
and who continually provide
excellent service.For instance,
I had a heart bypass at
Southlake last year and was
released on a Sunday with a
considerable list of prescrip-
tions which needed to be filled.

This pharmacy is normally
closed on Sunday but, when I
was released, the two of them
opened the store, filled the
prescriptions and delivered
them to my house the same
day.

That's service!
We are both very happy to

be here.

Les Gray
Aurora 
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$4,000

© Tim Hortons, 2007

Tim Hortons invites you to enjoy some time with your

family and friends and skate for free at your local arena.

It’s our way of saying thank you and happy holidays.

Visit your local Aurora Tim Hortons for a schedule of

ice times and locations.

The real gift is the time
you’ll spend together.

Also you can - Bring in the New Year 
Hourly times available 

Bring some Noise makers 
We will have some as well 

Bowling Extravaganza 

Mon. Jan 31st 
Open all Day through to 2:00 a.m. 

Great for the Whole Family 

 
210 Edward St., Aurora 

905-727-2900/www.gatewaylanes.ca

Gateway Cafe & Lanes

CALL TO RESERVE 
YOUR LANES TODAY

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

Hockey practising students concern teacher
To the editor,

At 11 a.m., a slightly
disheveled but exuberant
child enters his class-
room.

"I've been playing
hockey since 4 a.m. this
morning!" he beams.

"Really," I retort, trying
my best not to sound
judgmental.

After all, it's not com-
pletely his choice nor is it
at all unusual that this
happens in our class-
rooms on a regular basis.

Rep hockey in Aurora
is a coveted and glorious
privilege for any young
boy. Still, I can't help feel
irked by the dynamic at
play here.

At 1 p.m., a completely
exhausted child is a shad-

ow of his former alert self,
barely functioning in the
classroom.

He's done.
As I've seen countless

times in the last three
years, and will inevitably
see again, his academic
learning has been sacri-
ficed for the day.

It's difficult to repress
the "See?!?" that my
teaching voice wants to
shriek out.

I remind myself that
sports are part of a well-
rounded education.

That spor t brings a
unique level of team
building, spor tsmanship,
social development and
sense of community.

But scheduling hockey
games or tournaments
during school hours?

I can't help wonder why
hockey is trumping
school?

What kind of message
are we sending our chil-
dren?

Four o'clock games in
another town will take a
child out of school at 2
p.m.

"It's just a Friday after-
noon," a parent once
quipped.

Would sneaking off
work to play golf every
other week, be bragged
about to an employer?

Would a few missed
appointments because
you went to play slow-
pitch instead, be as
acceptable?

We have impression-
able children.

As a billet for a Jr. A.

their rep community.
I have no doubt.
And I can absolutely,

without hesitation,
applaud parents who sup-
por t their child's
strengths.

You are your child's
greatest advocate - aca-
demically and athletically.

Striking a balance is a
responsibility that rests
on the parental communi-
ty. Sacrificing academics
for a 7 a.m. Friday game
in Georgina or 4 o'clock

Thursday game in Owen
Sound is something that
parents deem acceptable
- or not.

I suppose, as a
teacher, I wonder how
there isn't enough time in
the week to keep both bal-
anced.

When there are dark
circles under little eyes,
and exhausted children,
the balance is in question.

Anonymous
Aurora

hockey player, I notice
that encouragement in
academic pursuits is high
on the list of goals.

There aren't any games
played during weekdays.

Period.
Our novice rep teams

are practicing almost as
much as our Jr. A. players
do. I've heard arguments
and grumblings about the
impossible task of getting
ice-times for those even
younger aspiring NHLers.

However, do they really
- really - need to practice
as much as they do?

Does an eight-year-old
seriously need ice-time
seven out of ten days?

Is traveling to umpteen
tournaments an integral
part of his social and ath-
letic development?

The expectations are
fierce and I wonder how
much of it is truly for the
child.

I hear the sighs of
exasperation coming from
parents insisting that it
isn't within their control,
agreeing emphatically that
it is too much.

Some even admit regret
of their choice to involve
their child in such a highly
competitive level of sport.

"But he's good," they'll
sheepishly add to
assuage any guilt they
have for having betrayed

Plows anger resident
This letter was sent to

Aurora Mayor Phyllis
Morris and a copy was sent
to The Auroran:

I am writing to you
because your staff can't
seem to understand what I'm
telling them.

Recently, clearing of the
snow from both the road and
sidewalk left three high piles
of snow blocking my drive-
way.

This happened after I had
left for work in Toronto.

By the time I returned
home that evening, freezing
rain and some snow during
the day left these high ridges
completely frozen, and I was
unable to clear anything.

I barely made it into my
driveway and almost got
stuck again the following
morning, when I had to leave
at 6 a.m.

Since the mess had been
left by snowplows, I called
the Town and explained the
problem, and asked that they
please clear away the piles.

I also made it clear that I

Waste of money
To the editor,

I was working out of
town most of the sum-
mer and when I returned
this fall, I discovered my
par t of town had been
over run with speed
humps and chicanes.

Yes, I  l ive in the
nor theast par t of town
near Walton and Mark
Street.

Now I'm reading that

Murray Dr ive near the
high school could be the
next area to be targeted.

These things are a
waste of  taxpayers’
money and a plain nui-
sance.

Can someone explain
to me why, if we want the
speed of the traffic to
slow to 30 km/hr,  we
can' t  just  change the
speed limit signs and let
the police do their job?

I'd rather see that tax
money used to hire an
extra police officer, than
used to build a speed
hump or chicane.

A police officer might
even catch the kid br ing-
ing a handgun to school
or bullying another kid!

I know a chicane can't
do that!

B. Knox
Aurora

had almost gotten stuck in
the sidewalk because of the
three ridges, and that I was-
n't going to take another
chance.

I told them I would park
on the street until it was
cleared.

I came home later to find
a voice-mail message indi-
cating that I received no less
snow than anyone else and
that nothing would be done.

That had nothing to do
with it.

I cleared my snow earlier,
but the snowplows created
the problem.

Because of my predica-
ment, I parked on the road,
as I had nowhere else to
leave my car. I was subse-
quently ticketed.

Last year, I experienced
similar problems with snow-
plows leaving huge hills in
front of the driveway, after I
had already spent over an
hour shovelling.

I then had to start again.
At that time, I called the

Town and was told that the
plows clean between the

driveways and don't leave a
lot of snow.

This is obviously not true.
The property taxes here

in Aurora are higher than
many homes in Toronto, and
I don't believe residents
should have to clean up after
the plows.

I have a bad back and
have been experiencing
great pain in my
collarbone/upper arm.

I would like to think I can
grow old in this town and not
have to worry about crippling
myself as a result of inci-
dents similar to what I'm
experiencing now.

I would appreciate hear-
ing your response as soon
as possible.

I'm assuming this prob-
lem will continue unless it is
resolved in council.

On behalf of the many
homeowners who are like-
wise fed up with the situa-
tion, I thank you for your
attention to this matter.

Gitta Berg
Aurora

Thank you 
for 

supporting 
AURORAN 
advertisers
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Patrick M. Gaffney
Now practicing all aspects of Family 
Law including custody, access, support, 
property division, divorce and child protection
matters. Practitioner of Collaborative Family
Law - a client controlled, lawyer assisted, 
out-of-court process focused on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions for separating
families. 

• 1/2 hour free consultation
• accepting Legal Aid 

#205 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023   pmgaffney@bellnet.ca

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

• Design & Space Planning 
• Complete range of office furniture 
• 1000 + page catalogue of office supplies 

• Showroom in Aurora 
• Business Net Pricing 

 and  FREE DELIVERY
(In town with minimum $40 order)

905-727-1567
75 Mary St., Unit 11, Aurora 

CLEARANCE 
SALE

On selected furniture showroom pieces 

Always someone who needs help more, mom taught us
To the editor,

"Charity begins at
home".

"Pride goweth before a
fall".

"Don’t feel sorry for your-
self because you have no
shoes, look at the man who
has no feet",

"Give 10 per cent of your

good fortune to charity or it
will all be taken from ye".

Many more similar
expressions echo in my
brain, especially at this time
of year. Growing up in mid-
dle class Willowdale, whose
father died when I was five
and my sister was 11
months old, wasn’t easy but
I did not know it until I grew

up. My mother was an
attractive young widow and
as a result, our homelife
was different to say the
least.

Money was tight!
Mom had to go to work –

in the ‘50s this was a rarity.
Enough of the background.

The year after my father
died the church sent a

Christmas basket filled with
food, toys – everything to
make Christmas a special
time for us.

Being six years old I was
elated at the prospect of
enjoying all of these good-
ies. Much to my chagrin, my
mother bundled us up in our
winter clothes, put my sister
and the basket on a tobog-

Sorbara
will miss
Aurora
To the editor,

As the people of Aurora
can well imagine, the recent
provincial election was very
satisfying to me personally.

But there was one ele-
ment of sadness - the end of
my relationship with the
Aurora community.

I had the honour of repre-
senting Aurora - my wife’s
birthplace - from 1985 to
1987 and again from 2001 to
2007.

With this election I leave
these responsibilities to my
successor, Frank Klees.

The folks in Aurora have
always been extremely kind
in their support for me and
my work at Queen’s Park.

I will miss that relation-
ship.

My best wishes to all for a
wonderful festive season and
I hope the new year brings
good health and much happi-
ness.

Greg Sorbara
Vaughan

gan, had me help pull and
dragged us about half a
mile to an orphanage on
Yonge Street.

She proceeded to give
them our basket.

I very rarely questioned
my mother (I was six, after
all) but I just couldn’t help
myself, as I was
soooooooooo looking for-
ward to the contents of the
basket she just gave away.

The answer I got was
"We don’t need the charity of
those Presbyterian ladies.
There are others who need
this basket more than us."

My dreams of eating all
that chocolate and playing
with those toys were shat-
tered.

I didn’t realize until much
later the significance of this
giving.

Not only was my mothers’
pride hurt by being consid-
ered needy, not being able
to look after her family on
her own and having the
whole neighbourhood know
it, but she was right about
others needing the donation
more.

Christmas time is a time
for sharing, giving without
being judgmental or expect-
ing acknowledgement.

Give what you can spare
- there is always someone
who is in greater need than
you.

Even if it is only a smile or
a good wish!

Mom died in July and this
is the first Christmas without
her presence but she will

always be with us in our
memories.

Bonnie Tiffin
Oak Ridges

Jones wiretap? I doubt it: Kean
To the editor,

I have been following the
Richard Johnson letters with
great interest.

In the first he spoke of
poor reporting yet he seems
to be on a path where he
himself is using hearsay
information.

As anyone in Aurora
knows, I was a critic of
Mayor Tim Jones’ handling
of certain issues on council
and was vocal on those
issues.

I feel that both Mayor
Jones and I were strong
willed and willing to take

each other on to get our
point across.

At no time did I feel that
he was dishonest.

I also do not believe that
he would do something like
wiretap the council cham-
bers.

When he and I disagreed
I could always sit in his office
and discuss any issue face
to face.

I am not sure why
Richard has taken this
opportune time to try and
blacken Tim Jones' past,
other than the fact there was
a Liberal nomination meet-
ing Sunday. If that is the case

then I wonder who is behind
the timing?

I ran into Richard many
times during the election
when I was campaigning
and he was helping council-
lor Phyllis Morris but I still at
that time respected the fact
that he had decided to get
involved with campaigning.

Richard had been at
many council meetings and I
know that in one case he
and John West got into a
heated altercation in the
Town Hall foyer.

I would hope that Richard
is not doing this letter writing
as a personal vendetta

against former Mayor Jones.
I, for one, would lose a lot

of respect for a person that I
thought had made some
good points at council and
had helped his candidate get
elected but still wanted more
from the ex-mayor.

I would also like to know
where all of the so called
information about Tim Jones
is flowing from.

Perhaps it could be
another Town Hall leak.

Maybe we can get a high
priced lawyer on this as well.

Nigel Kean
Aurora

Happy holiday
To the editor,

With the holiday season
upon us, we at Big Brothers
Big Sisters of York want to
express our gratitude to the
community for their support
of our agency throughout the
year.

The children and families
we serve join us to especial-
ly thank the volunteers who
in their roles as Big Brothers,
Big Sisters and mentors give
of their time making a differ-
ence in a child’s life.

The impact made by
these volunteers is truly
overwhelming.

Children who have been

in our program experience
real, positive change.

Not to be forgotten are
the many participants, spon-
sors and volunteers of our
various fundraising events as
well as all our donors.

Each and every one of
these individuals plays a key
role in ensuring our agency
continues to provide such
valuable programs.

To everyone in York
Region, we wish the very
best for this holiday season
and well into the New Year.

Board and Staff
Big Brothers
Big Sisters of York 

Law for the rich
To the editor,

So, Conrad Black, just
sentenced to six and a half
years for obstruction of jus-
tice and mail fraud, is given
until March, 2008, before
reporting to jail.

I wonder how many peo-
ple sentenced the same day
in Toronto courts were grant-
ed three months to “get their
affairs in order” and “say

goodbye to their friends and
family”.

Truly, there is one law for
the rich and one for the poor.

I’d be surprised if he ever
serves time, or more than 18
months or so given appeals,
time off for good behaviour,
and leniency apparently to
be granted Lord Black.

Malcolm Watts
Newmarket

honest, sensible people.
Wealth is not the corollary
of power as a councillor in
the Town of Aurora.

As noted above, two
lawyers have provided
legal opinions to council-
lors behind closed doors.
Staff were permitted to
attend. The question now is
whether the interest of the
municipal corporation
would be harmed by public
discussion of the issues. Is
there a possibility of litiga-
tion against or arising from

the proceedings?
Is there a person who

might suffer loss of privacy
from public disclosure?

Are politicians entitled
to discuss political matters
behind closed doors to
wield clout they might not
have in a public setting or
save themselves embar-
rassment by loss of face?

The questions are
weighty but delicious.

Evelyn Buck
Aurora

To the editor,

I have served on many
councils over the last 40
years.

I was the last Reeve of
Aurora and served on the
last County Council...I held
the Office of Mayor and
Regional Councillor four
years, I served on a gov-
ernment review board for
nine years and have trav-
elled to just about every
city, town and village in
Ontario.

I was a member of the
Police Services Board, York
County Hospital Board,
Lake Conservation
Authority and Childrens'
Aid Society and I chaired
the York Region Public
Health Board.

I have associated with
police chiefs, hospital
directors, planners, doc-
tors, engineers, municipal
clerks and CAOs.

I worked as a reporter
during a rest period from
town politics and covered
the affairs of a rural munic-
ipality and the York County
Board of Education.

A Director of Education
crossed my path. I've dealt
with several dozen lawyers,
a few of them outstanding.
I've met with cabinet minis-
ters and their deputies, and
worked well with a number

of mayors and an army of
councillors.

Along the way I learned
from everyone, but the best
lesson of all was to trust
my own judgement.

Aurora Council had two
external lawyers at the
Town Hall this week to
advise on separate mat-
ters. Both presentations
were, of course, made
behind closed doors.

Until recently, no record
was kept of proceedings of
a closed meeting. It is still
true of discussion but now
there needs to be a vote to
provide direction to staff
and that must be a matter
of record, though still not
public.

For 40 years, I have
maintained the confiden-
tiality of deliberations that
had the potential of harm-
ing the town's interest,
sometimes at my own cost
politically.

The definition and intent
of regulations regarding
Conflict of Interest and
Pecuniary Advantage are
not complicated.

There is nothing difficult
about knowing if or when
one is likely to benefit
financially from participat-
ing in a discussion or a
vote that carries the
authority of elected office.

There are no pitfalls for

Experienced councillor weighs questions
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www.giftbasketsandmore.ca
905-770-6212

(West side - North of Centre)
10212 Yonge St., Richmond Hill

WE 
HAVE 

MOVED 

FREE DELIVERY 
to York Central Hospital 

FREE DELIVERY 
to York Central Hospital 

teachers
housekeeper 

pet sitter
baby sitter 
school staff 

doctor/dentist 
personal banker 

neighbour 
bus driver 
co-workers

coaches 
hairdresser

paper carrier 
and the list goes on...

Make your list 
and check 
it twice...

Monday-Friday –9:30 - 8:00  Saturday–10 - 5  Sunday–11 - 4

15% OFF15% OFF15% OFF
all in-store basketsall in-store basketsall in-store baskets

With the warmest 
of Christmas and 
Holiday Wishes

Tel. 1-800-211-1881 •  Fax 905-707-3161
Web site:  www.frank-klees.on.ca
E-mail:  fklees@frank-klees.on.ca

FRANK KLEES, MPP 
Serving Newmarket-Aurora

Nature Shop

Decorate your yard with treats
for the birds!

Birds will love the seeds, nuts and fruit
in our  Seed Wreath. Makes a clever
gift!

WBU  Seed Wreath $19.99

Bring nature closer with quality
optics
Wild Birds Unlimited has great prices on
popular binoculars and scopes. Take a
test drive today!

Denali PC 8X42    $139.99

Give a HOT gift this winter that the
birds will love!
Let your birds frolic in the water this winter
by offering a heated birdbath or birdbath
heater to an existing birdbath. Many come
with multi-year warranties.
Heated Baths from $84.99 Heaters
from $59.99

Fundamentals feeder, only
at WBU!
When a squirrel gets on the
feeder, its weight closes the seed
ports! Birds can cling or perch.

Fundamentals Squirrel-proof
Feeder $49.99

YONGE STREET
NEWMARKET

JUST SOUTH OF
MULOCK DR.

IN THE
WESTON PRODUCE PLAZA

905-868-9696
wildbirds@bellnet.ca 

Nature Shop

Give
the
gift
of
nature
with
unique
gift ideas
from
Wild Birds
Unlimited.

Aurora Council thanked
for support of Williams

It doesn't happen very
often but it happened
Tuesday at the council
meeting when a resident
publicly thanked members
for their support in saving
the Dr. G. Williams
Secondary School from
being moved from
Dunning Avenue.

Dan Remington had
previously appeared
before council on behalf

of 125 households to
solicit council's support to
save Williams, which the
board of education was
considering moving to a
site on Bayview Avenue,
north of Wellington Street.

He said many residents
had worked hard along
with the parent councils of
Aurora's elementary
schools, fighting to keep
Williams on Dunning

Avenue, where it has
been for about 50 years.

He added that much of
the credit was due to the
support of council and he
just wanted to express his
appreciation and that of
the 125 households that
he represented.

Shocked councillors
expressed their apprecia-
tion noting they don't
often receive thanks.



Season’s Greetings 
from the Restaurants of Aurora

• Music by D.J. 
• Favours 
• Champagne 

DON’T 
DELAY 

Book NOW!

Two Seatings 
6:00 p.m. 
8:30 p.m. 

124 Wellington St. E.    Baldwins@aci.on.ca

15150 Yonge St. Aurora (Across from the Library)

905-751-0778

OPEN 
for 

New Year’s 
Dinner

HERE’S 
OUR 

COOP

15408 Yonge St.
Just north of Wellington beside the new Shopper’s Drug Mart.

ASK  ABOUT OUR SPORTS TEAM SPECIALS 
905-841-9229 •  www.cwcoops.comYo

ng
e

S
t.Aurora Hts.Aurora 

Comm. Ctr.

HOLIDAY GREETINGS 
to all of our valued customers... 
From the staff at C.W. COOP’S 

Ribs, 
Wings

& Things

Lunch and dinner specials every day from $4.95

NEW
 YEA

R

15474 Yonge St. Aurora  905-727-5100-
www.awshucks.ca

 

 

 
FOR YOUR PARTY 

8 p.m. 
$70.00/person 

INCLUDES

• Entertainment by 
“The Descendents” 

 

Monday December 31, 2007

   

BOOK NOW

• Champagne 
• Party Favours

TWO SEATINGS
 6 p.m. 

$55.00/person 

Call for reservations 905-727-5100

SPECIAL 
MENU 

FOR 
NEW 

YEARS

Celebrate
New Year’s

with us... 
Early seating - 6 p.m. 

Dinner only 

Later Seating - 9 p.m. 
Dinner & Dancing 
to our Famous D.J. 

Book your reservations 
NOW!

Mon - Fri 11.30 - 1 a.m.
Sat. 5.00 p.m. -1 a.m.

Sun. 4.00 p.m. 9.00 p.m.

Great Lunches at
Studio Lounge 

14987 Yonge St., Aurora, Ont. L4G 1M5   •   990055--772277--44118811

Jersey’s would like to remind you, please
DDOONN’’TT  DDRRIINNKK  AANNDD  DDRRIIVVEE

Would like to wish everyone...
A very Merry Christmas 

& A Happy New Year 
From the Badali Family & Everyone At Jersey’s 

Christmas Day Buffet
Tuesday December 25, 2007, 3pm to 8 pm.

Let us treat your family, large or small!
Prime rib of beef au jus, whole roasted turkey 

with all the trimmings,
salad bar, dessert, and lots to choose from.

$38.95* per adult. $24.95* for children 12 and under.
Children under 4 with our compliments.

New Year’s Eve Gala 2007 
in The Queen Elizabeth Ballroom

Monday December 31, 2007 
Cocktail hour with hors d’oeuvres from 6 pm to 7 pm

Buffet dinner from 7 pm –9 pm and dancing from 9pm to 1 am
Extensive mouth-watering buffet including prime rib au jus, yorkshire pudding, chicken breast with red wine 
and mushroom sauce, poached salmon with dill sauce, salad bar, decadent desserts, complimentary individual 

(375 ml) bottle of champagne per couple at midnight and New Year’s favors.   
$165 per couple (includes taxes and gratuities)

New Year’s Eve Decadent Dinner 
Monday December 31, 2007 in the Terrace Café – 

Reserved Dinner times 6 pm to 10 pm
10 oz. prime rib of beef au jus, or chicken Madeira, or poached salmon with a creamy dill sauce. 

2 appetizers, dessert table, coffee and tea.
$39.95* per person (please allow approximately 2 hours for dinner)

ALSO OPEN FOR  NEW YEAR’S DAY BRUNCH!

Space is limited, be sure to reserve your table!
*Prices quoted are before taxes and gratuities unless otherwise noted.

((990055))  772277--11331122
15520 Yonge St.,

Aurora
hojoaurora.com

HAPPY
NEW 

YEAR!

HAPPY
NEW 

YEAR!

Restaurant & PubRestaurant & Pub

We are open 
Christmas Eve 

until 12 midnight 
BOXING DAY 

NEW YEAR’S EVE
• Live entertainment 
• Favours 
• Champagne

265 Edward St.   905-727-0944
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16003 Yonge St.
905-713-6655

OPEN ON BOXING DAY



York Executive Fitness
Begin Your 

Transformation Today!
YOU are the next success story!
We’ll help you every step of the 
way. 

Agnes
Ramsay 
RN, CFT 

Trainer 
Nurse 
Athlete 
Competitor

905-713-0491
www.yef.ca

auroran.comPage 12 Week of December 18, 2007 905-727-3300

SPORTS

CLEARANCE SALE

On all  2006 & 2007 

Limited quantities, so hurry in for best selection.

BARBECUES
AURORA HOME HARDWARE BUILDING CENTRE 
289 Wellington St. E., Aurora   •   905-727-4751

Discount

RATES
without discount

SERVICE.
It’s no accident more
people trust State Farm
to insure their cars. 
Call today.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 
Canadian Head Office: Aurora, Ontario

PO50068CN  02/05

Allan Cruickshank CFP FLMI, Agent
300 Wellington St E
Aurora, ON L4G 1J5
Bus: 905-727-2749

www.allancruickshank.com

HURST BAKERY
Who has the time 

and energy
for holiday baking?

WE DO!
Let us help.

Our desserts and breads 
are made from

“scratch recipes”
and the finest ingredients.

Place an order, 
then relax 

with family and friends.

15543 Yonge St., Aurora

905-841-0278

THANK YOU 
AURORA 

Best Wishes 
for this holiday season

Tigers win two games, cancel one
With the Collingwood

Blues scheduled to arrive
here Sunday afternoon,
and with a predicted
snowstorm beating them,
the match against the
Aurora Tigers became one
of 10 Provincial Junior A
hockey games cancelled
because of bad weather.

No matter.
Aurora already had four

points in its pocket and a
by-themselves hold on
third place in the stand-
ings.

They got to that posi-
tion courtesy of a 4-3 vic-
tory over the Orillia
Terriers at the Community
Centre Friday night, and
secured it with a 5-3 out-
of-town win Saturday
against the last place
Villanova Knights.

Friday, the Tigers came
out strong, led 2-0 after
the first period and
increased that to 4-1 after
40 minutes.

They then withheld a
late-game resurgence to
secure the slim win.

Forward Mike
McLaughlin led the way
for the winners with two
goals while Paul Dupont
and Jordan Smith added
singles.

Aaron Barton stopped
26 of 29 shots to record
his 11th win of the sea-
son.

That victory moved
Aurora into sole posses-
sion of third place in the
league’s North Division.

Saturday afternoon the
Tigers kept pace to make
their hopes of a continued
rise in the standings a
reality when they visited
the last place Villanova
Knights.

Single goals from
Jordan Smith, David
Morley Jeff Harbach, Matt
Thomson and Jeff
Vanderlugh allowed the
Tigers to beat the Knights

by a score of 5-3.
Matt Beirnes got the

call in net for the Tabbies,
picking up his eighth win
of the season.

With the win Saturday
and a loss by Orilla that
same night, the Tigers put
an additional two points
between themselves and
the Terriers further secur-
ing their hold on third
place in the North Division
standings.

The current six game
winning streak by the
Tigers has put them in an
excellent position going
into the Christmas break.

With a game in hand
each on second place
Newmarket and first place
Huntsville, the Tigers look
to close the gap going into
the final weekend before
Christmas.

And for those who were
looking for last year’s
Tigers at last Friday’s
game, it really is sched-

uled for this Friday at 7.30
p.m.

At that time, the team
from last year will be hon-
oured for their capturing of
the Royal Bank Cup, mak-
ing them Canadian cham-
pions.

Banners will be raised
to mark the event.

Following that, the
Villanova Knights return to
the community centre for a
rematch of Saturday’s
game.

Assuming it doesn’t

snow.
Tigers close out the

weekend when they travel

to Huntsville Sunday to
take on the first place
Otters.
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Light up your life!
Lighting • Fixtures • Fans 

220 Industrial Pkwy. S. 905-841-2832
Call for hours

Great Prices 

Juggernaut 
FRAMING • DRYWALL • PAINTING
CERAMIC TILE • DEMO/REBUILD 

HOME RENOVATIONS

Call for a free estimate  
905-657-8606 or 416-526-6559

email: juggernaut@rogers.com

York Region’s Choice for Home Renovations 

 

WE GUARANTEE: 
• Superior Services • Affordable Rates 

• Flexible Schedules • Dependable Staff 

Call today to book your

ALL RENOVATIONS
• Decks • Landscaping 

• Basements • Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Renovations & Repairs • Flooring 

• DESIGN CONSULTATION

FREE QUOTE!

Satisfying York Region residents 
for over a decade!

When You Want It Done RightWhen You Want It Done Right

Two Brothers General Contractors Two Brothers General Contractors 
Renovations Done Right!Renovations Done Right!

905-727-3964905-727-3964

Inside AND Outside.

Over 
Two 

Decades 
of Experience 
Working With 

ANGER 

15423 Yonge St., Aurora  

905-713-2005 

Kathryn Jennings Ph.D. 

AURORA AURORA 

www.angeronline.com 

™ 

 
  

Toronto, Pickering,  
Oshawa,  

Uxbridge,  
Barrie and Kitchener 

Visit any of our  
convenient locations:  

220 Industrial Parkway South, #8, Aurora220 Industrial Parkway South, #8, Aurora  •    •  905-727-8220 905-727-8220 
(on the west side just north of Englehard next to Bingo World)

MEMORABILIAMEMORABILIA •  • POSTERS • GIFTSPOSTERS • GIFTS •  • JERSEYSJERSEYS •  • CARDSCARDS •  • ART • BOOKSART • BOOKS 
CLOTHINGCLOTHING •  • NOVELTIES • COLLECTIBLESNOVELTIES • COLLECTIBLES •  • FURNISHINGSFURNISHINGS

Christmas Giftland for hockey fans of all agesChristmas Giftland for hockey fans of all ages

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome

Members of the Aurora Tigers Minor Atom AE team went on a shopping spree
last week at Aurora’s No Frills store to buy food for the Aurora Food Pantry.
Participating in the event were, left to right, Louie Kirkos, Christian Arcuri,
Adam Caicco, and Connor Downs. Aurora also got help from other teams in
the league including Markham, East Gwillimbury, Georgina and Richmond Hill.
In addition to the shopping trip, No Frills also donated 144 cans and 38 bags
of pasta. The club collected 469 cans at home games and $168 in cash, which
they used to purchase another 155 items, meaning next week, the team will
deliver 806 items to the food pantry. Auroran photo by David Falconer

Aurora’s Novice AA Tigers
win another two contests

Aurora’s Novice AA
Tigers added two more vic-
tories to their impressive
season last week with a 5-1
win over the Georgina
Blades and a 2-1 squeaker
over the Richmond Hill
Stars.

Morgan Frost was again
the leader in both games,
scoring twice in the first
contest, and adding the
winning goal in the second.

And that goal came
while Aurora was short-
handed.

In the Georgina contest,
Tigers open the scoring
early in the first period
when Jack Liotta spotted an
open Brady Futterer who
made no mistake putting
the puck in the net.

Halfway through the
game, the score remained
unchanged until Anthony
Issaris moved the puck and
found Alexander
Simardone.

Simardone crossed the
Blades blue line and
opened a spot for Frost,
who scored his first of two.

Blades brought the score
back within reach early into
the third period.

But the Tigers showed
why they are vying for top
spot in the loop.

Fewer than 30 seconds
later Simardone picked up a
loose puck in the Tigers end
and moved it into the neu-
tral zone passing to Andrew
Sergejewich.

Sergejewich then hit a
hard charging Frost who
scored Aurora’s third goal.

Josh Brecht and Philip
Wolanski scored to put the
game out of reach.

Wolanski’s marker came
with only five seconds
remaining on the clock.

Playing goal, both Brady
Sarazin and Robert Stewart
made several huge saves
while the score was tight to
keep their team ahead.

The Tigers, in their first
three meetings this season,
have handled the Richmond
Hill club easily and the
team was hoping for a simi-
lar fate this week.

It was a little tighter than
they expected.

The first period saw nei-

ther team score as the
much improved Stars
fought hard.

Early into the second
period the Stars took the
lead but the Tigers never let
up. Forty seconds after
falling behind, Dimitri
Mikrogiannakis carried the
puck through the centre ice
area and found Liotta in the
Stars end. He passed the
puck to Futterer who put
Aurora on the scoreboard.

To that point and for the
balance of the game, goal-
tenders Stewart and
Sarazin kept their team
mates in the game.

Finding themselves in a
tight game, the Tigers were
trying to kill off a penalty
when Simardone broke out
of the Tigers end and exe-
cuted a well played two on
one with Frost who took the
pass and scored the short-
handed, winning goal.

Monday Night Hockey

League Standings

He will carry the Liberal
colours for the Newmarket-
Aurora riding when the elec-
tion is called.

Nearly 400 people voted at
the nomination meeting, but
there were lots more than that
in attendance.

There were no spoiled bal-
lots.

For the young Gus Khouri,
it might be guessed the
Liberals have not heard the
end of this person.

"It's been a privilege and
an honour to run in this riding,”
he told The Auroran.
“Personally, this is just the
beginning."

And the person who had
served four terms as Mayor of

Aurora, and several years
prior to that as a councillor,

TEAM W          L T           GF          GA PTS

Priestly Demolition         8       3 1 55      30    17

Rec Cycle N’ Sports 5 3 4 54 47    14

Highland Chev-Cad            5 3 4 50 46    14

FPL Aggregates                 5 4 3 46 44    13

Tom & Jerry’s 4 4 4 41 44    12

Masterclean Contracting    3 6 3 46 58     9

Law Insurance Brokers       3 6 3 35 47      9 

Baldwin’s 3 7 2 41 47      8

Tim Jones was amazed at the
result.

"I'm overwhelmed with the
support, especially in this
weather,” he said. “I'm looking
forward to the next stage."

And at this moment, no
one knows when the next
stage will come about, but
candidates are already wait-
ing the call of the next elec-
tion.

Most parties, with the
exception of the New
Democrats, have candidates
ready to run in this riding in the
next federal election, which
might be called in the spring.

Jones replaces Belinda
Stronach, the controversial
candidate who started out
winning a seat for the
Progressive Conservatives,
then crossed the floor to
become a Liberal.

She battled, and won, two
election campaigns, then
elected not to seek re-election
in a third go-round.

Publicly, she threw her sup-
port to Jones.

TIM JONES

WEEKLY SCORES

Rec Sports                 5     FPL Aggregates    5

Priestly Demolition      5     Law Insurance       1

Highland Chev           3       Tom & Jerry’s         1   

Masterclean               3       Baldwin’s              1 

Jones wins nomination
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Tyke

105 Tim Hortons Avalanche 3 - Jack Snedden
1G 1A,  Christian Ridd 1G,  Braeden Joynt 1G. 104
Tim Hortons Penguins 2 - Nicholas Rountes 2G,
Jack Davies 1A.

107 Tim Hortons Sharks 4 - Anthony Magnate
3G, Ethan Cohen 1G, Branden Reid 1A. 102 Tim
Hortons Leafs 3 - Trevor Smith 1G, Vincenzo
Rotondi 1G 1A, Quinn Bruckner 1G, Chris Sands
1A, Peter Leontis 1A, Louis Woods 1A.

108 Tim Hortons Wild 4 - Jaedon Jackson 1G,
Callum Gorrell 1G, Ryan Jamieson 1G, Christopher
Foschia 1G, Brett Walsh 1A. 101 Tim Hortons
Flames 2 - Wayne Freeman 1G, Parker Lantz 1G.

106 Tim Hortons Bruins 3 - Nicholas
Robinson 1G, Lucas Surace 1G, Tristan Hicks 1G,
Ben Spittle 2A, Jacob Cowl 1A. 103 Tim Hortons
Senators 1 - Ben Liotta 1G, Cameron Harbaruk
1A.

Novice

201 Penguins 5 - Joshua Fallavollita 2G 1A,
Cameron Dyer 1G, Jacob Leblanc 1G, Andrew
Sutherland 1G, Tyler McKechnie 1A, David McGee
1A. 202 Leafs 1 - Dan Atasiei 1G, Chris Roche 1A.

Minor Atom

303 McAlpine Ford White Senators 4 - Walter
Karabin 1G, Michael Montesanti 1G, Tyler Wilson
1G, Jake Schacter 1G 1A, Colin Dyer 2A, Jordi
Serverini 1A, Lucas Ruscica 1A, Adam Wilson 1A.
302 Rec Cycle N' Sports Yellow Bruins 3 - Theo
Meadows 2G, Bradey Adams 1A, Alistair Johnston
2A.

304 Pharmasave Burgundy Colorado 7 -
James Eydt 3G, Jordon Elliot 1G 1A, Will Ashton
1G 1A, Devon Hope 1G 1A, Connor Reilly 1G,
Matthew MacDonald 3A, Alex Carter 2A, Tyler
Williams 1A, Lucas Ackerman 1A, James Kellet 1A,
Giorgio Venosa 1A. 306 Optimist Club Pittsburgh
Black 0.

301 Diamond Groundskeeping Red Flames
7 - Christian Pearce 3G, Brett Diamond 2G 1A,
Michael Jollimore 1G 1A, Nicolas Pearce 1G,
Michael Dowling 3A, Daniel Mettel 1A, Maxwell

Jones 1A. 305 HS Financial Blue Leafs 2 - Connor
Tripp 2G, Sam Speranini 1A, Matthew Johnson 1A.

302 Rec Cycle N' Sports Yellow Bruins 4 -
Nicholas Hatzitolios 1G 1A, Daniel Della Rocca 1G,
Tristan Kuchar 1G, Alistair Johnston 1G, Theo
Meadows 2A, Bradey Adams 1A, Paige Crossley
1A. 305 HS Financial Blue Leafs 2 - Connor Tripp
2G.

303 McAlpine Ford White Senators 4 -
Michael Montesanti 2G 1A, Blake Holtby 1G, Lucas
Ruscila 1G 1A, Jordi Severini 2A, Tyler Wilson 1A,
Justin Nisbet 1A, Adam Wilson 1A. 304
Pharmasave Burgundy Colorado 1 - Matthew
MacDonald 1G, Tyler Williams 1A.

301 Diamond Groundskeeping Red Flames
6 - Michael Jollimore 2G, Christan Pearce 1G 1A,
Nicolas Pearce 1G, Jack Bishenden 1G, Conor
Braund 1G, Brett Diamond 1A, Maxwell Jones 1A.
306 Optimist Club Pittsburgh Black 1 - Alex
Sesto 1G.

Atom

402 3 - Rory Hamilton 2G, James Power 1G,
Matthew Neice 1A. 401 3 - Connor Kemp 1G,
Anthony-Stanley Georigieff 1G, Matthew Hall 1G,
Cole Johnson 1A.

402 3 - 404 -0.

404 Tilemaster Colorado 3 - Christopher
Baggio 3G, Taylor Simpson 1A. 405  Omar's
Shoes Toronto 3 - Michael Hosmer 1G, Ryan
Donovan 1G 1A, Brendan Ruuskanen 1G, Colin
Dunlop 1A.

Minor Peewee

508 Aurora Hockey Parents Auxiliary 4 -
Russell Johnson 3G, Joey Stel 1G, Graham Killby
2A, Tyler Hindley 1A. 507 Perfect Moves 2 - Tyler
Abushinov 1G, Kevin Spiering 1G.

503 Greenpoint Laser 3 - Morgan Walker 1G,
Harry Smith 2G, Zachary Kroll 1A, Adrian Ramirez
1A, Tim Pare 1A, Michael Roell 1A. 504
Mastermind Toys 2 - Mitchell Arnold 1G, Max
Brown 1G 1A, Matthew DÁllesandro 2A, Benjamin
Black 1A.

501 Highland Chev Olds 5 - Alexander
Harrison 1G 1A, Nathan Sinclair 2G, Michael Liscio

1G, Nicholas Marrelli 1G 1A, Nelson Hossack 2A,
Michael Slack 1A. 506 Dr. Steiner's Drillers 2 -
Nicholas Steiner 1G, Braydon Babineau 1G,
Andrew Foresi 1A, Oliver Jones 1A, Matthew
Reynolds 1A, Rio Speller Drews 1A.

505 ADC Aluminum 2 - Alexander Cicchino
1G, Christopher Sanita 1G, Jake Arcangeli 1A. 502
North York Plumbing 1 - Joel Gouveia 1G.

Bantam

808 3 - Matthew Bishop 3G 1A, George
Chalmers 1G, Ricky Evans 2A, Kenton Gamble 1A.
803 Pizzaville 3 - Braden Drummond 2G, Tyler
Jensen 1G, Paul Andrews 1A, Greg Lacroix 3A,
Christopher Morin 1A.

806 Cosentino Produce 6 - Jonathon Alcock
1G, Alex Payne 1G 1A, Lucas Cristillo 2G, Joey
Lombardi 1G, Logan Weber 1G 1A, Scott Tonello
1A, Roman Attwell 1A. 807 Backyard Pool & Spa
3 - Rosario Arcuri 2G, Christian Davies 1G 1A.

802 Wait's Bathroom Plus 6 - Jack Doty 1G
1A,  Curtis Stobo 3G, Christian Avolio 1G 1A, Adam
Clark 1G, Mario Rotundo 2A, Benjamin Pringle 1A,
Mark Tanel 1A, Kevin Tree 1A. 804 Danny's Boys
4 - Taran McGowan 1G, Matthew Burns 2G, Brett
Richardson 1G 1A, Phillip Mueller 1A, Etienne
Bicego 1A.

805 CAA 3 - Nick Sbrolla 1G, Michael Vance
1G, Stephen Newby 1G, Scott Sturges 1A, Kevin
McCrudden 1A, Brody Hunter 1A, Colin Sandquist
1A, Chris Waller 1A. 801 I.O.O.F. 2 - Kyle Rojas 1G,
Michael Wood 1G, Egan Fennell 1A, Liam Martin
1A, Andrew Smitten 1A.

803 Pizzaville 5 - Braden Drummond 4G, Greg
Lacroix 1G, Paul Andrews 2A, James Simpson 1A,
Cooper Catt 1A. 801 I.O.O.F. 4 - Michael Wood 1G,
Egan Fennell 1G, John Zorzit 1G, Kyle Rojas 1G,
Aaron Nusbaum 1A, Michael Bernier 2A.

806 Cosentino Produce 1 - Roman Attwell 1G,
Anthony Selski 1A, Scott Tonello 1A. 805 CAA 0.

802 Wait's Bathroom Plus  4 - Benjamin
Pringle 2G, Jack Doty 1G, Paul Tuck 1G, Adam
Clark 1A, Mark Tanel 1A, Christian Avolio 2A, Liam
McGoldrick 1A, Kevin Tree 1A. 808 4 - Matthew
Bishop 1G, Jake Hindley 1G, Tanner Brewer 2G,
Adrian Tobin 1A, George Chalmers 1A, Ryan
Kennedy 1A.

804 Danny's Boys 4 - Taran McGowan 2G 1A,
Brett Richardson 2G, Phillip Mueller 1A. 807
Backyard Pool & Spa 4 - Chris Follett 2G, Michael
Reilly 1G, Eamon Reilly 1G 1A, Joel Piovesan 1A,
Christian Davies 2A, Daniel Fusco 1A, Hayden
Sands 1A.

Minor Midget

905 Laurion Law Office Toronto Royal 5 -
Evan Casselden 1G, Rhys Williams 1G, Sean
Ellison 1G, Curtis Rose 1G, Drew Coley 1G 1A,
Kyle MacCallum 1A,  Connor Dinwoodie 2A,
Garrett Lewis 1A, Sean Ellison 1A,  Evan
Casselden 1A. 901 Remax Barb Blaser Calgary
Red 4 - Kyle Blaser 1G, George Marshall 1G,
James Hilchuk 1G, Ben Crouse 1A, Mike
Delplaviganno 1A, Daniel Sampieri 2A, Kyle Blaser
1A, Nick Palombo 1A.

903 Manhattan Trophies Ottawa White 3 -
Marco Santella 1G, Scott Cunningham 1G, Michael
VanBakel 1G, Dexter Speller Drews 2A, Jordan
Adams 1A, Julian Biasoni 1A, Devin Scudds 1A.
902 Aurora Cable Boston Gold 2 - Neil Gaston
2G, J.J. Lam 1A, Matthew De Sousa 1A,
Christopher McGill 1A, Evan Jones 1A.

906 Wood Brothers Drywall Pittsburgh Black
4 - Grant Wood 1G, Scott Parry 1G, Brendan Beatty
1G, Matthew Raponi 1G, Paul Duggan 1A, Matthew
Raponi 1A, Cameron Meikle 1A, Brendan Beatty
2A. 904 Optimist Club of Aurora Colorado
Burgundy 2 - Brandon Rival 1G, Chris Tillsley 1G
1A, Chris Dynes 1A.

902 Aurora Cable Boston Gold 4 - Eric
Seguin 1G, Neil Gaston 2G, Geoff Gianopoulos
1G, Liam Braithwaite 1A, Aaron Morrison 1A, Neil
Gaston 1A, Caleb Gould 1A. 905 Laurion Law
Office Toronto Royal 3 - Sean Ellison 1G, Wendel
Martins 1G, Ian Stock 1G, Drew Coley 1A, Connor
Dinwoodie 1A.

901 Remax Barb Blazer Calgary Red 2 -
Peter Durst 2G, Tyler Friars 1A, Mike Delplavignano
1A. 906 Wood Brothers Drywall 1 - Jakub Sykora
1G, Ryan Bagshaw 1A.

903 Manhattan Trophies Ottawa White 2 -
Devin Scudds 1G, Marco Santella 1G, Marco
Santella 1A, Jordan Adams 1A, Scott Cunningham
2A. 904 Optimist Club of Aurora Colorado
Burgandy 1 - Julian Savosardaro 1G.

AURORA MINOR 
HOCKEY ASSOCIATION

Sunday December 16th

Damir, Tanya, Linda & Cathy
Wish You a Safe and Happy Holiday Season

21 WELLINGTON STREET E AST , A URORA , ONTARIO (905) 841-6411

Damir, Tanya, Heather & Cathy 
Wish you a Safe and Happy Holiday Season

DAMIR VRANCIC LAW OFFICE

Call me if you would like 
a second opinion on your

RRSP & Investment strategy.

Stephen Forsey CIM FCSI
Investment Representative

JONES, GABLE & COMPANY
LIMITED (Member CIPF)

905-726-9343www.jonesgable.com 

R&R
Revisited
95 Edward St.
905-727-3300

$19.95$19.95 plus GSTplus GST$19.95 plus GST

New book!!

Want one?

 Give us a credit card number
 and we’ll reserve a copy for you.

If they sell out - and they likely will - we’ll issue a gift certificate 
for the book. Another shipment is expected in January.

It was written by former Aurora resident Elizabeth Milner It was written by former Aurora resident Elizabeth Milner 
and features numerous stories and photos relating to and features numerous stories and photos relating to 
that 20 years of Aurora growth.that 20 years of Aurora growth.

It was written by former Aurora resident Elizabeth Milner 
and features numerous stories and photos relating to 
that 20 years of Aurora growth.

A great last minute Christmas idea!!

Fifteen copies of a new book on Aurora are expected to arrive at R & R Revisited this week.
Seven have already been sold.

Aurora Skating Club results
The following members of the Aurora
Skating Club successfully completed
tests recently at the High Test Day
held by the Bradford Skating Club.

Junior Silver Dance 
Keats Foxtrot - Shauna O'Connor,
Carly Steiner.
Harris Tango - Samantha Duncan,
Hailey McGrath.

Senior Silver Dance 
Starlight Waltz - Amber Ciolfe.
Kilian - Jeannine Brunton.

Gold Dance 
Viennese Waltz - Hailey Riggs, Tayler
Sim.
Quickstep - Allie Sutton.
Argentine Tango - Jordana Goldman.

Skills 
Senior Silver - Jacqueline Relke.
Meanwhile, 14 members of the
Aurora Skating club competed in the
"Lindsay Skate 2007" Competition at
the Lindsay Recreation Complex Dec.
8 and 9.
Results were as follows:

Pre-Preliminary Ladies B
Flight 6 - Courtney McGrath, 1st.
Flight 7 - Alexandrea Johnston, 2nd.
Flight 8 - Julia Steiner, 2nd.
Flight 10 - Nicole Marino, 4th.

Preliminary Ladies B
Flight 1 - Kailee O'Connor, 1st.
Flight 2 - Shannon Lacombe, 6th.
Flight 3 - Samantha Duncan, 5th.
Flight 4 - Carley Steiner, 2nd;

Marilena Perri, 4th.
Flight 5 - Savannah Hendy, 6th.

Preliminary Ladies C
Flight 3 - Hailey McGrath, 7th.

Junior Bronze 
Ladies Freeskate

Flight 3 - Katie Sutton, 2nd.
Flight 6 - Jihyun Cha, 4th.

Ladies Gold Interpretive
Flight 1 - Allie Sutton, 3rd.



PARTY & GIFTS4U4U
Christmas Decor, Gifts, Gift Baskets, Favours, 

Custom Wreaths, New Year Supplies, Balloons, 
Costumes, Theme Parties, Supplies & more...

17080 Bathurst St., between Mulock & Hwy. 9
905-895-5815  •  PartyGifts4U@yahoo.ca

MOON GARDEN
RESTAURANT Since 1969 

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY 
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O.

15229 Yonge St., Aurora 
Just south of Wellington. Parking in behind. 905-727-3101

SPECIALIZING IN 
CHINESE FOOD 
FAMILY DINING 

BUSINESSMEN’S LUNCHES 

Ontario’s Healthy Restaurant Program 

2007 

Award of Excellence 
is presented to: 

Moon Garden 

LEAKY GAS TANK?

Get your gas tank fixed at:

Who can afford it with the 
price of gas these days!

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

905-713-3733
• MTO Approved Course Provider

SERVICES
• Acupuncture • Chinese Herbal Medicine • Tui Na Massage 

TREATMENTS
• Pain Management • Infertility & Menopause Care 

• Cancer & Tumors • Many Internal Illnesses 

Dr. Annie Chen Ph.D  TCMD (Traditional Chinese Medicine Doctor)
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

15208 Yonge St., Aurora • 905-713-0666

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora L4G 6W8 
Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037

Directors:
Brent Forrester - Laura Windover - Rich Kroeger -  Taylor Brown 

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

®
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Warm Hearts, Warming Hands project has been termed a success in Aurora.
The new initiative is supported by the Town of Aurora's Character Committee,
the Aurora Seniors’ Association and Town of Aurora Councillor Alison Collins-
Mrakas. It provides grade school teachers in Aurora with a few spare sets of
outerwear for children who may have forgotten the items or may not own
them. Each bag contains three sets of hats, scarves and gloves. Each class-
room in the lower grades will be participating. Outerwear will be distributed to
all elementary schools in Aurora. Pictured, left to right, are Jennifer Burt,
teacher at Regency Acres Public School in Aurora; Flo Murray and Joan
Levert, both from the Aurora Seniors’ Association; and Chris Catania, Aurora’s
Youth and Community Development Co-ordinator.

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Senior Scape

Christmas, the greatest
feast day of the year for
majority of us, is occupying
our attention as it approach-
es.

Sprucing up the home
with Christmas decorations,
shopping, setting up a tree,
real or artificial, and decorat-
ing the tree and home while
ensuring Christmas cards
have been sent and nobody
has been inadvertently for-
gotten, is a ritual that occu-
pies the majority of us right
up until it is hopelessly too
late to correct any oversight.

Preparing for Christmas is
a ritual of December, it is
time consuming and expen-
sive, it can wear and tear the
strongest of us down and yet,
it is also a time of joy that
holds our hearts and imagi-
nations in a tenacious grip.

I doubt that too many soci-
eties, whether Christian or
not, disregard this great cele-
bration.

In tandem with the
Christmas festivities life con-
tinues, children continue their
schooling and employment
continues for those who
work, even if work receives a
little less attention than at
other times.

One of the great adminis-
trative tasks of the year for
the Aurora Seniors
Association (ASA) is the cler-
ical work involved with
renewal of memberships for
the next 12 months, and this
is underway already.

Most members will renew
early and the bulk of the task
will be completed in January
but the undertaking will con-
tinue year long.

It is our time also to urge
all seniors who are not mem-
bers to join with us, because
if you are not a member, the
promise of the ASA is unful-
filled in your case and, you
are an asset as a member
and the ASA wants you!

Sixty or so seniors and
members of council and town
administration attended the
first “Holiday High Tea” at the
centre and the event was a
resounding success judging
by the very good humour of
those present.

The aura of success was
underscored by the presence
of a large and very visible
cheque which was presented
to town council later in the
evening.

Later, at the council
meeting,Charles Sequeira
and Ruth Church represent-

ed the ASA, and presented a
cheque to council in the
amount of $58,079.83.

Charles said the cheque
was the second ASA install-
ment for a total paid of
$184,772.18 out of a total of
$250,000.

He said he expects the
full amount to be paid, possi-
bly two years earlier than
agreed.

Charles indicated that
fundraising by the seniors is

taken seriously and that sup-
port for the ASA has been
generous and was generat-
ed from many different
sources and events.

Flo Murray is the director
responsible for fundraising
and to describe Flo as inde-
fatigable in her fundraising
efforts is clearly justified. She
has been supported by
donations, initiatives and
active help and encourage-
ment of all kinds.

Holiday Tea culminates
with cheque presentation

Farmers’ market proposed move
to Town Park hits a roadblock

At a recent meeting,
Aurora Council lor
Stephen Granger gave
Notice of Motion regard-
ing moving the highly-
successful Farmers’
Market from the
Temperance Street park-
ing lot to another location
because it has outgrown
the parking lot.

At Tuesday’s council
meeting, he said vendors
approved a move in order
to accommodate fur ther
growth and success of
the Farmers Market in
2008, but they wanted to
remain in the downtown
core

He said the Farmers’
Market Committee sought
council 's suppor t in its
choice to relocate the
market from Temperance
Street to the Town Park in
2008, and the existing

bylaw be amended to
address the move and to
include the permitted
times of operation to be
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
every Saturday from May
3 to Oct. 25.

In addition, the com-
mittee asked that council
agree to continue its
services in-kind in 2008.

He moved the motion,
and requested the enact-
ing bylaw be brought
back to council at the
earliest oppor tunity in
2008.

Councillor Evelyn Buck
opposed the proposed
move on the basis the
Temperance Street park-
ing lot was selected in
order to bring people to
the downtown core to
help the Yonge Street
merchants.

In response to a ques-

tion as to where it was
proposed to locate the
market within the park,
Councillor Granger said
there was an internal
road leading to the
Splash Pad and it was
proposed to locate in that
area as it was still down-
town.

Other questions were
asked and it was suggest-
ed the market be located
on Wells Street in front of
the school and the road-
way blocked off as it was
during school days.

Due to confusion over
the proposed location, the
issue was referred to staff
members to work with
Councillor Granger and to
bring back a report with a
map which was adopted
by council.

© 2007, Mortgage Intelligence Inc., all rights reserved. ® Registered trademark of Mortgage Intelligence Inc. 

For All Your Mortgage Needs
• Residential and Commercial Made Easy • Debt consolidation and Business for Self

Ed Schlotter, Mortgage Consultant 
Serving Aurora
905.727.0112
www.mortgageintelligence.ca/edschlotter
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CALL NOW
905-836-2202

Shouldering
a burden?
Balchen
C h i o p r a c t i cr

126 Wellington St. W. •   905-841-1633
New extended hours

(Corner of Haida Dr.) Enter via PHARMASAVE PHARMACY

Wellington Medical 

Walk-in Clinic 
• No Appointment Required 
• Travel, Wart and Acne Clinic
• Online Appointment

Book at www.medhelp.ca

Dr. John Fitzsimons

Dr. Anthony Nguyen
Now accepting 
new patients

START YOUR NEW YEAR 
OFF WITH A BANG!

‘Must Go’  Early Bird, Aurora Progressive, Super Jackpot,
 

Hot & Cold Dinner Buffet
Midnight Buffet

Party Favours
Give-a-ways (cash & prizes)

Doors open at 6:30pm and our 
New Year’s Eve 

program begins at 8:00 pm.

Join us in bringing in the New Year on 

Monday December 31st with a

 Guaranteed $50,000 Prize board

Further details or ticket information, 
call us                                       

Player’s Progressive, X-T-L, Toonie, and $20,000 Final Jackpot

905-713-1765

Bryan Moir is a member of Aurora’s 
Economic Development Advisory Committee

Bryan Moir

Think globally
and act locally

Many of us know that Magna is one of the largest employers in
the Newmarket-Aurora area.

The recent announcement made by Magna's founder Frank
Stronach to allow the CAW into his plants, was a reflection that
times are changing and that we need to think differently about
roles and how we accomplish things in business, and the econo-
my as a whole.

This is a big step and a risk for Magna in order to achieve
labour peace and stability.

But Frank Stronach did not build one of the greatest companies
in Canada by not taking risks.

Magna has created thousands of jobs for many of our residents
as well as positions for the odd ex-bureaucrat and politician.

In addition, the company's generosity towards the community
has been unparalleled.

For every job in the industry's Big Three, companies like Magna
employ three.For every job that Magna provides, there are at least
two other jobs created directly or indirectly in our local economy.

The residents of Aurora and York Region have been the major
benefactors of Magna's daring and Frank's genius.

But how do we keep this economic engine stoked? 
Magna's change in labour strategy is a signal to us all that we

have to change the way we view existing economic relationships.
Long gone are the "us" versus "them" days. To prosper we

need a greater degree of co-operation and creative thinking.
With globalization, many of our well-paying manufacturing jobs

have gone offshore. As a result, our economy has more "Mac-
jobs" at $8 per hour than $60,000 per year manufacturing jobs -
the type that allow you to pay off a mortgage or send your kids to
college.

So what can be done locally to stem the export of jobs and
change the paradigm so that as a community we continue to pros-
per? 

To start, local government needs to show the same type of cre-
ative and bold thinking that Frank Stronach has displayed at
Magna.

The last major sections of raw land in Aurora, commonly
referred to as the 2C lands, are to be opened up for development.
In addition, there are acres of land owned by the Town of Aurora
by the 404.

As taxpayers and residents, we are the shareholders of the cor-
poration known as Aurora. With a dwindling supply of real estate,
we need to maximize our return on this land.The question is how?

The way to maximize the return to the shareholder is not by
selling it to government agencies at below market value, or by
placing restrictions on how the land should be developed, but by
creating-- through legislation-- something economically unique
and valuable - a free trade and research and development zone
along the 404 corridor.

A free trade and R&D zone would result in a substantial cash-
flow saving to companies like Magna, as taxes and tariffs would
not be paid until the goods are sold.

This cash-flow saving would allow firms to make larger invest-
ments in technology and equipment, thereby improving the pro-
ductivity of labour and reducing the cost advantages of low-wage
countries.

A free trade zone would encourage Magna and others to con-
centrate their manufacturing in Aurora rather than exporting jobs to
plants elsewhere.

A free trade zone would allow the auto and other industries to
centralize their manufacturing in an area with a highly skilled labour
force, and would encourage manufacturers to invest in new plants.

Canadians would retain their good manufacturing jobs instead
of seeing them exported to China or Mexico.

Proximity to two airports, a rail line, several major highways,
and in the vicinity of major plants for domestic and international
carmakers, is a real bonus.

Aurora could become the international portal for goods coming
into the North American market.The implication for jobs is obvious.

Real estate values across the board would escalate and a
building boom would soon follow.This would benefit residents and
developers alike.

The federal and provincial governments would benefit through
increased personal income taxes.

The municipal government would benefit from a major infusion
of property tax dollars to rebalance the currently "out of whack"
municipal/residential - industrial tax ratio.

So why not explore the idea? Why not focus on a strategy that
in the end benefits those who live in this community? 

This requires leadership and vision.
It requires municipal, provincial and federal politicians to put

aside their party differences and do something of significance
rather than only looking for the next petty political victory.

Sometimes you have to step outside the box and change the
dynamic: Think globally, act locally. So, let's act locally so we can
sell globally.

Ireland did it. Raleigh, North Carolina, did it. Singapore did it.
Maybe it is time for Aurora to do it as well.

Bryan can be reached at:
moir@aci.on.ca

MPP Klees acknowledges
work of Aurora youngster

Newmarket-Aurora MPP
Frank Klees welcomed nine-
year-old Marie Nielsen and her
mother Bente, both of Aurora, to
Queen's Park recently and
acknowledged Marie's achieve-
ments in the Ontario Legislature.

She is the recipient of both the
Canadian and American
National Jack Russell Trials

MPP Frank Klees and Marie Nielsen, of Aurora, take
time out for photos during event at Queen’s Park
recently.

“Child Handler of the Year
Award”.

"Through her commitment
and dedication to what she loves
to do, Marie has won these pres-
tigious awards that represent
public acknowledgement for her
innovative hard work by leaders
in her field of interest on both
sides of the border," Klees, an
Aurora resident, said."That Marie
has accomplished this at the age
of nine is a further tribute to her
willingness to work hard and her
dedication to excellence. These
qualities deserve to be recog-
nized.

"On behalf of the Parliament
of Ontario, I join with Marie's fam-
ily, friends and her community in
proudly congratulating her on her
achievements, he said."

Second
parkette

At an earlier meeting,
Aurora Council received a
request from a group raising
funds for the Southlake
Regional Health Centre to
participate in a live auction by
granting the naming rights of a
parkette in the Brookvalley
subdivision.

There was considerable
disagreement by some mem-
bers of council who claimed
that only council should have
the naming rights, while others
wanted to know who would
get recognition for the dona-
tion.

Finally council approved
the naming rights for a par-
kette as requested and at the
fund-raiser three bids, worth
$100,000 each, were received
for the naming rights.

Only one parkette, howev-
er, was available.

Bidding was stopped at
that point as officials feared
the two other bids would be
lost.

Information was received
that the two bidders had also
offered $100,000 for the nam-
ing rights and would pay the
amount if two other parkettes
could be found.

Newmarket donated the
naming rights for one parkette
and Aurora was asked to con-
sider donating the naming
rights for another parkette
within the municipality.

The general committee
directed staff to work with
developers and to report back
to council.

At last week’s council
meeting, Chief Administrative
Officer John Rogers reported
that Ballymore Development
would be willing to have the
parkette in their subdivision at
Bathurst and Bloomington
named under this process.

The CAO's report and rec-
ommendation were adopted
by council without comment or
discussion.



DEBIT

300 Wellington St., East 
Aurora - In Tim Horton’s Plaza

 

905-727-8711
OPEN  Mon. - Fri. 9 - 7  Sat. 9 - 2

• FREE local prescription delivery 
• MAJOR DRUG PLANS ACCEPTED 
• $2.00 OFF co-pay on all ODB Prescriptions 

  

MeDi CentRe Medical Clinic Walk-in & Family Practice
next door to pharmacy
Accepting new patients

WELLINGTON PHARMACY

Juggernaut 
           Personal Training and Nutritional Consulting 
In the comfort of your home or from my studio 
• Pilates Reformer 
• Rebok Spinning 
• Weight Training/physique sculpting 
• Core-functional/sport specific programing 
• Meal planning, maitenance and support 
• Home Gym construction/design and installation 
• Free assessment and evaluation and goal setting 

Call 905-657-8606 or 416-526-6559 
email: juggernaut@rogers.com

RUMOURS  AND RAMBLINGS

Living space in industrial area rejected
In January, 1969, Aurora Council rejected a request to

have an apartment built above an industrial building on
Industry Street.

Midway Construction planned to use the building for
workshops, office space and to house heavy construction
equipment.

The Building and Development Committee reported that
it was undesirable to incorporate living and industrial space
and pointed out that the proposal did not meet the town's
zoning requirements.

In spite of strong support from Councillor Ron Simmons
council adopted the committee recommendation and
agreed to explain to the applicant its reasons for doing so.

HAIR STYLISTS MOVE  

In August, 1983, after 11 years at its Aurora Heights
Plaza location, Luigi Bevacqua and Mario Caruso's House
of Hair Design moved to 42 Wellington Street East.

The business duo purchased the century home for their
new location and on their first day there celebrated with an
Open House and in the evening the official ribbon was cut
by then Mayor Dick Illingworth.

After a few years there the business was closed and the
building was renovated for other commercial uses.

WHEN AURORA RAN A BUS SERVICE

In July, 1977, council approved a committee report rec-
ommending that Aurora buy its own bus to travel existing
daily passenger routes in town, although Travelways of
Newmarket was then providing the bus service in Aurora.

Under an agreement, Travelways would operate and
store the town-owned vehicle.

The major feature of the town-owned bus was a
hydraulic lift attached to the rear door to allow residents
restricted to wheelchairs easy boarding.

When in operation, it would be the first public transit sys-
tem in Ontario and possibly Canada designed to carry the
handicapped, and there were some doubts as to whether
the Ministry of Transportation would pay the 75 per cent
subsidy for the purchase of the vehicle.

The cost of the bus without the lift was estimated at
$60,000 and if the subsidy was received the cost to the
town would be about $13,000.

It was expected to obtain the wheelchair lift through a
Wintario grant.

EARLY DAYS OF RECYCLING

Today the blue box program for recycling is taken for
granted but in May, 1978, recycling was in its early stages.

Aurora was one of the municipalities selected by the
province for the introduction of its Divide and Conquer recy-
cling program.

Bins were installed at various shopping places around
the town and residents were encouraged to take their recy-
clables to the bins.

Two members of the Works Department's 13-man staff
spent half a day six days a week picking up the recyclables
from the bins.

It had been expected that the staff members picking up

the materials would only be required one half day per week,
but the program was so successful that it was necessary for
a daily pick-up.

This caused Councillor Ron Simmons, a member of the
Works Committee, to complain about the money and man-
power the program required and suggested  it be discontin-
ued as it was cheaper to let the garbage collectors pick it
up.

But other members of council defended the program and
it stayed in place, to eventually be replaced at a later date
by the blue box program.

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE REGION'S 
YOUTH COMMITTEE?

In November, 2001, York Region’s Planning Committee
gave preliminary approval to the formation of a Youth
Advisory Committee to provide input on issues and initia-
tives.

The proposal was submitted by Newmarket High School
student Matthew Cloutier who had been trying for months to
form such a committee.

The plan endorsed by the Planning Committee was for a
panel of 19, two from each of the region's nine municipali-
ties.

The panel would meet regularly and forward comments
to the region.

The idea of forming a youth committee started when
young people were invited to review and comment on the
region's 2026 document and municipal development until
then.

It was expected that the inaugural of the Youth
Committee would be held in the spring of 2002.

It didn’t. What happened?

FIGHTING FOR THE PRIVILEGE OF SERVING

In September, 1971, former Mayor Dr. Crawford Rose
who served in that capacity in 1948, 1949 and 1952 to 1954
recalled when Aurora was a friendly little town.

He remembered the town's first council meeting in
January, 1943, at the old Town Hall, where the Scotiabank
now stands at Yonge and Mosley Streets, when the Mayor
and members of council held office just for the glory of serv-
ing the community and fighting for the privilege to do so.

He remembers when high school students crossed the
street in groups instead of dawdling along singly or in pairs
while the traffic piles up in all directions.

He also recalled when he could walk down Yonge Street
and call 90 per cent of the people he met by name, many
by their first name.

He recalled members of the Aurora Police Department
walking a beat on Yonge Street.

He remembered Hurricane Hazel and the wonderful
cooperation of police, firefighters and private citizens when
many people had water running in the back door and out
the front of their houses.

He thrilled with the ride he had with Police Chief Fisher
Dunham leading the Santa Claus Parade and the three
wonderful Centennial Celebrations: the railway in 1953,
Aurora in 1963 and Canada in 1967.

That was Aurora of the past.

Invitation to You
To Attend

Our Christmas Gathering
Sunday, Dec 23rd

10:30 a.m.
Special Christmas Service:

Christmas Carols & Presentation
Celebration Following

May the LORD Bless You
From Everyone at

THE GATHERING PLACE
210 Edward Street, Aurora

905 841-0172 
 www.the-gathering-place.ca

COURSE STARTS 
JAN. 2, 2008

4 DAYS WED - SAT

905-726-4132

www.youngdrivers.com

Gift Certificates available

Tuesday Spa Pedi $22 
Mani & Spa Pedi $35 
Bio-Gel Full Set $40 
Powder Gel Full Set $30

Under Arms $10 
Bikini $15
Brazilian $25 
Full Leg &
Bikini $35

SpecialsSpecials

.ca.ca

NAIL TECHNICIAN WANTED

Find Out What your 
Home is Worth On-Line 

visit:

www.QuickOnlineEvaluation.com
ReMax Omega Realty (1988) Ltd.

 
...from everyone at Sorley & Still

Happy HolidaysHappy HolidaysHappy Holidays
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Planned day off expensive: Klees
Using an Aurora busi-

ness as an example,
Newmarket-Aurora MPP
Frank Klees last week
questioned the govern-
ment's timing to give
Ontario a new statutory
holiday this coming
February, calling it a "$2
Billion Holiday Tax”.

Klees referred to
Aurora's Alutron Modules
that was recently forced
to lay off one quarter of its
employees because of
prevailing economic con-
ditions.

He also referred to a
BMO Capital Markets
report that estimates the
cost of the new Family
Day as high as $2 billion
in lost production and
overtime.

“This decision was all
about politics but is void
of responsible decision-
making,” said Klees.
"Everyone welcomes

another day off, but it's
irresponsible to impose a
$2 billion cost to busi-
nesses without consulting
employers and giving
them reasonable lead
time to incorporate it into
their business plans.”

Klees, an Aurora resi-
dent, called on the
Minister Responsible for
Small Business to consult
with the business commu-
nity before unilaterally
imposing policies such as
the new holiday on such
shor t notice, especially

given the uncertainty of
Ontario’s economy in the
coming year.

"What the Minister and
this government seem not
to understand is that
many small and medium-
sized businesses are
already finding it difficult
to stay afloat, given
Ontario's tax rates and
the recent threat to manu-
facturing posed by the
strong dollar,” he said.
“The irresponsible han-
dling of this issue may
well result in a permanent

holiday for some busi-
nesses and their employ-
ees.”
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GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish.
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 8 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

I’LL PICK UP YOUR SCRAP
cars and trucks at no charge, and
in some cases, pay you for them.

All deals negotiable

SCRAP WANTED

Call 905-751-3019 

CLEAN WITH CARE expe-
rienced efficient, thorough
home cleaning with an
added personal touch 905-
727-2353.

Specials

TINA’S
AESTHETICS

By appt. 416-918-2028
*Tell a friend and receive $10 OFF your next visit.

We use disposable plastic foot bath inserts.

RELAXATION
PACKAGE:

Body Massage
European Facial 
Deluxe Pedicure

Manicure 
$122

HOLIDAY
PACKAGE:
Leg Wax 

Deluxe Pedicure
Manicure

$83

(first time customers)

WELLNESS
PACKAGE:
European

Facial 
Deluxe Pedicure

Manicure
$92

C arpentry • • 

• • 

• 

Decks & Fences   Professional Painting

Plastering   C eramics   Flooring, Window &

Door Installations   Drywall & more...

H A R R I S H O ME I MPR OV EMEN T S
Professional H ome R epairs & R enovations

(9 0 5 ) 7 1 6 - 2 2 1 4

C all For An Estimate

harrishomeimprovements@ hotmail.com

H

AR R IS H OME

I MPR OV EMEN T S

OFFICE FOR RENT,
Yonge and Mosley
area. For more informa-
tion, call Telly at 905-
717-4073.

CARPET - I have sev-
eral thousand yards of
new Stainmaster 
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet
your living room & hall
for $389. Price
includes carpet, pad
and installation (30
square yards). Steve
905-898-0127.

S W I M M I N G
INSTRUCTION By
Yvonne Cattrall, -
Masters World
Record holder, 43
years experience,
certified Red Cross
Instructor.Year round,
all levels, 3-4 maxi-
mum in class. 905-
841-3450.

INVESTMENT STUDY
GROUP meeting in
Aurora. Books required.
No fees. Educational
only. Call 905-751-6013 

Chela Villate
Certified Adult teacher
905•841•0441
info@spanishtogo.ca

We offer lessons for adults and kids. 
Learn the language and enjoy the culture
Adult, Youth and children classes available

www.spanishtogo.ca

Bring a friend and get 

 

Flexible hours.

For people on the go!For people on the go!

10% off!

� FOR SALE� HELP WANTED

� FINANCIAL SERVICES 

� INDOOR AND OUTDOOR SERVICES 

� LIMO FOR HIRE

� INV. STUDY GROUP

AURORA DIGITAL
CAMERA CLUB. If
interested, email
rob@auroraonline.com.
Indicate skill level, cam-
era and main topics of
interest.

� CAMERA GROUP

� SPANISH LESSONS

� SWIMMING LESSONS

� TUTOR � HHAANNDD  DDRRUUMMMMIINNGG  --   AALLLL  AAGGEESS� COMPUTER TRAINING

YOGA CLASSES

� OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
� ITEM  WANTED

� AESTHETICS

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week. (*This section only)  Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or go to  www.auroran.com 

One of North America’s 
largest financial 

services companies 
is expanding in this area.

If you desire a dynamic career with 
excellent income potential, 

call Ruth Greaves at 

905-836-1555/1-888-240-4767

• Bath renovations
• plumbing and 

drain repairs
• new installations

Most available 
after hours &

weekends

RONALD 
LICENSED 
PLUMBER

Call
416 .824.8823

DRAWING CLASS All
level small group
English and Chinese.
Call Yunhong at 
9 0 5 - 7 1 3 - 3 6 5 0
http://www.yhar tstu-
dio.com

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

� LATIN BALLROOM DANCE CLASSES

ART CLASSES

Hardwood 
Flooring
Discontinued Items 

Professional Installer
416-938-7712

• beginners to advanced
• ongoing classes 

• drawing & painting techniques 
• help students prepare portfolios for college and art school 

• no artistic experience necessary 
905-726-8883

Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 
Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV. 

mi.design@sympatico.ca 

 LEARN HOW TO DRAW & PAINT... 
just like the Masters

� CLEANERS

�
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Tutoring Positions
Available 

We Care Tutorial Services Inc.

Tutoring in the comfort of your own
home since 1977
For information call:
1-877-WCTS-INC (928-7462)

Hire an Aurora based 
CHAUFFEUR DRIVEN WHITE

JAGUAR SEDAN 
for your wedding, airport transportation, 

or a night out at your favourite restaurant.
Corporate accounts welcome.  

Limousine comfort & service for taxi prices! 

LUXURY CAR FOR HIRE

416-992-3811 
e-mail: jaguar@sympatico.ca

LEARN TO 
DRUM

ALL AGES

TUTOR

CASH 
REGISTER
WANTED

SEEKING SALES
PROFESSIONAL for
Web development com-
pany please send
resume to hr@auro-
raonline.com or call
905-222-2022.

PHD IN PHYSICS and
Mathematics. Private
tutoring – all levels.
Ready for tests, exams.
Valeriy 905-751-0914.

TTTThhhheeee     AAAAuuuurrrroooorrrraaaannnn
&&&&    

RRRR&&&&RRRR
RRRReeeevvvv iiii ssss iiii tttt eeeedddd

have a 

NNNNEEEEWWWW
USER FRIENDLY 

WEBSITE
Please Visit

aaaauuuurrrroooorrrraaaannnn....ccccoooommmm

SEEKING INTERMEDI-
ATE/SENIOR WEB
DEVELOPER/PRO-
GRAMMER Should
have good knowledge of
PHP, MySQL & Java
Script Please send
resume to hr@auroraon-
line.com 905-222-2022.

Learn 
to 

Speek 
Spanish

BUSINESS
SERVICES

CASH REGISTER.
Used, operating. 905-
727-3300.

� BUSINESS SERVICES

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

CLASSES • SEMINARS •  WORKSHOPS • COURSES

HAND DRUMMING 
...for beginners

10 weeks - $100

START DATE
Jan. 8/08

905-841-8565
Space is limited~please call to reserve

Gift Certificates available

� MUSIC LESSONS

MUSIC SONGWRIT-
ING/PIANO lessons.
Over 15 years of expe-
rience at reasonable
rates. Call Robert at
647-284-0127   

• Windows 
• Steel Doors 
• Porch Enclosures
• Patio Doors 
• Siding 
• Eaves 

George (Aurora) 905-726-4349

HUGEHUGE

K  USED BOOK 

 USED BOOK 

STORE

R&R
Revisited

If you would like us to search 
for a book  visit us on-line at 
www.auroran.com  
then click on this icon  

R&RRR&&RR
RevisitedRevisited

95 Edward Street
905-727-3300

Wellington Street East

Metcalfe St. Be
rc

zy
 S

t.

Ed
w

ar
d 

St
..

Harrison Ave. X

R & R Revisited
95 Edward Street, corner 
of Harrison Avenue.

Used 
books 
make 
great 

GIFTS

ALL TYPES OF HOME
IMPROVEMENTS &
repairs. Drywall, car-
pentry, roofing, mason-
ry, concrete, plumbing,
electrical, painting etc.
Guaranteed workman-
ship. 30 Years experi-
ence. Free estimates.
call Bruce or Dorothy
905-853-6972

YORK ELECTRICAL
SERVICES, residential,
commercial licenced,
insured, ESA#7006144
905-841-8055

BRUNSWICK 8’
SLATE POOL TABLE
with leather pockets,
new felt cover & acces-
sories. Includes balls, 2
racks, 5 cue sticks.
Bridge & oak cue stand.
905-841-1478.

NOW HIRING
FullTime chef’s helper with a 
“Passion” for food & guest.
Excellent starting wages.

AURORA
Part Time Mon-Fri, 7:30-3:30pm

Please call 905-761-7070 #4
Between the times of 10am-3pm

Fax Resumé  905-761-1902

LIFE  INSURANCE
BROKERAGE office in
Aurora looking for a
senior administrator.
Life insurance agency
experience is mandato-
ry. Please call to set up
an interview 416-848-
3750 or send your
resume to paula
@epili.ca.

EXPERIENCED COUNTER HELP
for lumberyard. F/T & PT. 

Please send resumé to 

email: careers@colonyratcliff.ca 
or by fax to: 905-888-1473

DANCING
Start January 7th
Level 1 - Rumba & Foxtrot

Level 2 - Rumba & Waltz 
No experience or partner required. 

Taught by the host of the 
“Start Dancing” series on ACI Cable TV

DANCE PARTY 
Next dance is Friday January 18th 

in the Aurora Legion Ballroom 
7 - Midnight 

FREE Tango lesson 7: 30

DANCE CLASSES 

Please call or email for more information or to register for upcoming events

Site: www.SteveMillerDance.ca 
Call Steve Miller at 416-439-6557 
Email: Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca  

CUSTOMIZED PC
TRAINING in your
home. Beninners wel-
come. Senior Discount.
Call Rick 905-726-9263

A F T E R - S C H O O L
CARE NEEDED for 11
yr. old boy in the
Regency Acres PS
ares, for one or more
days per week. Maggie
416-806-9630

P R O  P A I N T I N G
Int./Ext fast, clean, pro-
fessional & affordable,
last minute no problem!
905-898-3445.

Happy 
Holidays

&
Best Wishes

for the 
New Year
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direction of Tom Rainsford and Enid
Maize every Wednesday from 3.30 to 5
p.m. at the seniors’ centre.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23
Enjoy a “Quiet Christmas” at the

Wesley United Church with music by
David Kyle and inspirational singing by
Sarah Kyle and Joe Likuski. The free
event begins at 4 p.m.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24
Christmas Eve candlelight carol serv-

ice with guests Bonnie and Jerry
Wallace, at the First Baptist Church, 33
Wellington Street East, beginning at 7
p.m.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25
Merry Christmas.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 31
The Aurora Seniors will celebrate

New Year's Eve with a Dinner Dance at
the Seniors’ Centre from 6.30 p.m. to 1
a.m. Ticket prices are $55 for members
and $60 for non-members and are avail-
able at the Centre.

* * * *
The Town of Aurora will celebrate New

Year's Eve with Family First Night from 6
to 9 p.m. at the Aurora Family Leisure
Complex. Evening includes free swim-
ming and skating, sleigh rides, bonfire,
sing along and more surprises.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 1
Happy New Year.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 10
Aurora Chamber of Commerce

“Business After Five” at Aurora Online
Inc., 325 Industrial Parkway South. 5.30
p.m.

MONDAY, JANUARY 14
Aurora Film Circuit presents “Once” a

2007 Irish film which caused Steven
Spielberg to comment, “a little movie

called Once gave me enough inspiration
to last the rest of the year." Tickets are
$10 and available at Aurora Public
Library and R&R Revisited, 95 Edward
Street at Harrison Avenue. All screen-
ings take place at the Cineplex Aurora,
with door prizes at 6.45 p.m. and film at
7 p.m. All proceeds benefit out-of-budget
programming at the library.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 17
Aurora Chamber of Commerce new

member orientation breakfast at the
chamber building at 14483 Yonge Street,
corner of Industrial Parkway South. 7.30
a.m.

MONDAY, JANUARY 21
On well water and a septic system?

Or about to be? Learn about well con-
struction, maintenance, upgrading and
septic maintenance at “Well Aware”, pre-
sented by Windfall Ecology and hosted
by the Town of Aurora's environmental
advisory committee at 7 p.m. at the sen-
iors’ centre, 5 Municipal Dr., Aurora.
Free. For more information visit
www.windfallcentre.ca or
www.wellaware.ca. Register at Info
Aurora, 905-727-8214 or infoaurora@e-
aurora.ca.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 22
Aurora Chamber of Commerce

“Business After Five” at Dentistry in Oak
Ridges, 13291 Yonge Street, Richmond
Hill. 5.30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 26
Aurora Public Library, in partnership

with the York Simcoe Literacy Council,
invites 3-5 year olds, with parents or
caregivers, to a pre-school storytime. 10
a.m., in the Lebovic Room at the library.
Pre-register at the Children’s
Information Desk, or call 905-727-9493,
option 5.

From page 2

COMING EVENTS
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