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York
needs
room

York Region's population
has increased significantly over
the past 30 years and is
expected to reach 1.2 million
by 2016.

And the regional building in
Newmarket, which also serves
the Town of Aurora, is too
small.

As a result of the population
increase, the requirement to
provide regional services con-
tinues to increase with a result-
ing increase in required staff
numbers.

This growth has placed
extreme pressure on the region
to provide suitable accommo-
dation for staff, especially in
the Yonge Street Administrative
Centre which has reached a
critical threshold.

Property Services, with the
assistance of Mayhew and
Associates consultants, con-
ducted a Space Needs
Assessment Study of the
Administrative Centre.

The goal of the study was to
document the current state of
staff accommodation at the
Administrative Centre and to
develop a Master Plan for its
space needs for the next four
years.

The Space Needs
Assessment has confirmed that
the Administrative Centre,
which currently includes the
York Regional Police headquar-
ters, has reached capacity for
space accommodation.

An additional 20,000 square
feet of corporate space is
required by December next

Please see page 17
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The Aurora Christmas Dream event, held Friday night at Bistro
171, raised more than $4,000 toward helping local families
have a happy Christmas this year. Behind the event, Sher St.
Kitts, right, put together the event with the help of (back row,
left to right) Perry Tucciarone, Fitness Clubs of Canada;
Richard Allardyce, owner of Bistro 171, and Stephen Granger,
co-chairman of the event. In the front row are Susan Doyle
from Welcoming Arms and Jack Laurion, representing the
Aurora Rotary Club, one of the event's founding sponsors.
According to Sher, donations are still coming in.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Doors Open 2008

Based on the success of last year's event, planning has already started for this year's
edition of Doons Open in Aurora.

Last summer, organizers welcomed more than 2,800 people to dozens of sites during
the day-long event.

That meant 1,300 more visits than 2006.

Next summer, the event will be held Saturday, Aug. 16, and organizers are currently
arranging for places to visit.

Doors Open provides visitors the opportunity to visit establishments, some historic, that
are not available for tour during regular hours.

Get lit

Don't forget the Town’s tree lighting ceremony Wednesday, Dec. 5, in front of the
Town Hall.

The Salvation Army will kick off their annual Kettle Drive campaign at the event.

Santa Claus, of course, will be there, and you'll get a free hot chocolate if you bring
a donation for the Aurora Food Pantry.

The event occurs between 6 and 8 p.m. with the official countdown for the tree lighting
beginning at 6.45 p.m.

53 Wellington St. E.
Aurora

905-727-4300

Aurora, King to be
“flooded” by 600

Don't panic.

Approximately 600  Army
Reserve soldiers from the Greater
Toronto Area (GTA) will pour into
the area this weekend to handle a
“national flood” in King Township
and Aurora.

The crowd will arrive in the area
Friday, Dec. 7 and stay until
Sunday, Dec. 9.

Routes affected by military traf-
fic will be Industrial Parkway and
the Wellington Street exit from
Highway 404 leading into Aurora.

In and around Aurora's parks
you may see soldiers conducting
patrols either in vehicles or on foot.

Army engineers will also be set-
ting up a high-tech water purifica-
tion system while other soldiers
conduct search and rescue mis-
sions, build dykes, or perform simi-
lar tasks.

Some soldiers will have
weapons while they practise secu-
rity tasks.

But they promise not to hurt you.
To prevent vital utilities from
being flooded soldiers will place
sand bags in various areas, while

other soldiers will conduct a search
and rescue mission at Case
Woodlot and Sheppard's Bush.

The former hydro building will be
the army headquarters while the
former Victoria Street Library will
be the Town offices and Operations
Centre and the Community Centre
will be a Warming Centre and
Kitchen for survivors.

The public is invited to observe
the activities of the soldiers as they
carry out their duties and to ask
questions.

A number of army personnel
attended Tuesday's council meet-
ing with Lt. Col. Bruce McCullough
making a presentation as to the
background of the training exercise.

Major Fred Moore also made a
more detailed presentation of the
exercise being held in Aurora and
thanked the town staff and council
for their cooperation and approval.

The 32nd Canadian Brigade
Group is an Army Reserve forma-
tion of some 2,300 part-time troops
based in local armouries from
downtown Toronto to Barrie and
Owen Sound.

Carpenter House
may have offices

The Carpenter House, 69
Wellington Street East, was built in
1872 by William Atkinson, a carpen-
ter and joiner who came to Aurora in
1856.

Soon it may become an office
building.

It was designated under the
Ontario Heritage Act in 1985.

Atkinson never lived in the
Carpenter House as it was sold to
the Hillary family who later sold it to a
family friend and the house has had
a long history of owners ever since.

An application has been received
to rezone the property to a site spe-
cific Exception Zone to permit a busi-
ness or professional office as an

LENARD LIND

Aurora’s #1 Sales Producer 2006!*

Call today for a free property evaluation! **

905-841-0000 e lenard@lhlindrealty.com
www.lhlindrealty.com

Ontario’s ONLY...

| SO 9001:2000 REGISTERED

Residential Real Estate Com,

additional permitted use with minor
reductions to the buffer strip on the
west property line.

The application was heard at a
public planning meeting with plan-
ning staff making a detailed explana-
tion of the application.

It was pointed out that the proper-
ty was located within a Heritage
Resource Area which permits limited
commercial uses in residentially des-
ignated structures such as small
scale businesses or professional
offices.

Staff members advised they had
no objections to the application sub-
ject to the submission of a site plan.

Please see page 2
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Continuing until April 15 from 2 a.m. to
6 a.m. winter parking restrictions are in
effect on Aurora streets.

* k k% %

A drop-in centre will operate every
Wednesday at the Community Bible
Church, on Bathurst Street, just south of
Henderson. Operating from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. it's open to all parents, grandpar-
ents and caregivers. For more informa-
tion, e-mail Judy Hoffmann at jhoff-
mann@sympatico.ca.

* k * %

Scottish Country Dancing is held
every Friday morning at St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church beginning at 10.30
a.m. No partners are needed and begin-
ners are welcome.

* k * %

Meet at Martha's Table, now in its third
season. Every Thursday from 11.30 a.m.
to 1.30 p.m., comfort food and a sense of
community is available in the St.
Andrew's Presbyterian Church hall,
Aurora. Any funds raised are directed to
other community outreach projects.

* k k% %

Aurora Agricultural Society meets the
first Monday of every month from 6.30 to
9 p.m. at the Aurora Community Centre.
New members welcome. For more infor-
mation, call 905-713-6773, e-mail at
info@aurorafair.ca, or visit www.auro-
rafair.ca.

* k k %

Aurora Rotary Club meets every
Monday evening at 6.30 p.m. at Gabriel's
on Yonge Street. New members wel-
come. For further information, call 905-
841-1352.

* k k %

Independent Order of Odd Fellows

Lodge #148 meets the first and third

Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at
15216 Yonge Street (south  of
Wellington). For more information, call
905-830-9205.

* k k* %

Masons' Rising Sun Lodge meets the
first Thursday of each month at The
Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley Street, at
7.30 p.m.

* kx kx %

Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the
third Saturday each month at 57 Mosley
Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee club at 9
a.m., lunch at noon. Call 905-727-3032
or 905-727-1080.

* k kx %

Gamblers Anonymous, every Tuesday
night, Trinity Anglican Church, Victoria
Street, 7.30 p.m.

* % % %

Euchre every Thursday night. Aurora
Legion, 7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.
Also every third Sunday at 1 p.m.

* k k* %

Canadian Federation of University
Women has monthly meetings at the
Aurora Legion with a variety of speakers
and interest groups. Contact Beverley at
905-727-2151.

* k k %

The Aurora Seniors Evergreen Choir
practice under the direction of Tom
Rainsford and Enid Maize every
Wednesday from 3.30 to 5 p.m. at the
seniors’ centre.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5

Tree Lighting Ceremony from 6.30 to
8.30 p.m. at the Town Hall with festivities,
carol singing and tree decorating.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8

Aurora Historical Society invites you
to an evening of Christmas music with
piano recording artist Carol Gibson and

Carpenter house converted?

From page 1

Gary Templeton, repre-
senting the applicant, agreed be
with the staff report and point-
ed out parking was not an
issue as more spaces had
been provided than are
required under the bylaw and
fencing and landscaping was
proposed to protect neigh-
bouring properties and the
requested variations were
minor.

Klaus Wehrenberg
expressed concern about the
loss of trees to create a park-
ing lot, even though many may
be in poor condition.

He was also concerned
about dealing with applica-
tions in isolation and there was
a need to look to the future. He
also questioned proposed sig-
nage.

Staff members explained
that according to the official
plan, each property was to be
considered on its merit and
that no request had yet been
received regarding signage.

Templeton said it was not
planned to place any signage
on the house but use a small
lawn sign.

Councillors questioned the

loss of trees with staff replying
that all the trees proposed to
removed
assessed for the most part as
being in poor to fair condition.

Learn

The application was
approved in principle subject
to the resolution of outstand-
ing issues and comments
from the public.

100%

had been

about yourself
scholarscanada.com

Go to scholarscanada.com, take the test and be entered to win one of
these great prizes. Total prize value $2500 in Future Shop gift cards.

@ Scholars

EDUCATION CENTRE

1:59 PM EST on January 31, 2008. In order to win
winning will depend on the number of eligible ent

COMING EVENTS

singer Glori Gage, starting at 7.30 p.m.
Performance will be followed with sea-
sonal sweets and wassail bowl. Tickets
are $15 each and must be purchased in
advance by calling 905-727-8991.

* *k % %

Aurora's York Chamber Ensemble,
with the Trinity Festival Chorus, presents
"Gifts for Noel," a choral concert at 7.30
p.m. The chamber orchestra, conducted
by Tony Browning, is performing at Trinity
Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street.
Tickets, available at the door, cost $15;
$10 for seniors and students.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9

Amnesty International hosts its annu-
al Write-a-thon at Aurora Public Library,
15145 Yonge Street, from 2 to 4 p.m.
Write cards of support to prisoners of
conscience, or letters to governments re
human rights abuses. For more informa-
tion call 905-713-6713.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11

Aurora Seniors will visit the Great
Blue Heron Casino near Port Perry.
Lunch is included. Price is $37 for mem-
bers and $40 for non-members.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16

The public is invited to the annual
Berard Pears Chorale Christmas
Favourite concert will be held at First
Baptist Church, 33 Wellington Street

East, beginning at 6.30 p.m. For further
information, call 905-727-4531.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23
Enjoy a “Quiet Christmas” at the
Wesley United Church with music by
David Kyle and inspirational singing by
Sarah Kyle and Joe Likuski. The free
event begins at 4 p.m.
TUESDAY DECEMBER 25
Merry Christmas.
MONDAY, DECEMBER 31
The Aurora Seniors will celebrate New
Year's Eve with a Dinner Dance at the
seniors’ centre from 6.30 p.m. to 1 a.m.
Ticket prices are $55 for members and
$60 for non-members and are available
at the Centre.
TUESDAY JANUARY 1
Happy New Year.
MONDAY, JANUARY 14
Aurora Film Circuit presents “Once” a
2007 Irish film which caused Steven
Spielberg to comment, “A little movie
called Once gave me enough inspiration
to last the rest of the year.” Tickets are
$10 and available at Aurora Public
Library and R&R Revisited, 95 Edward
Street. All screenings take place at the
Cineplex Aurora, with door prizes at 6:45
p.m. and film at 7 p.m. All proceeds ben-
efit out-of-budget programming at the
library.

Seniors Real Estate Specialist™

Beverley E. Varcoe
Broker, CRES, MVA - Residential

Call for a free market evaluation
and consultation for senior
modifications to your home.

Highly Qualified to Handle Your
Real Estate Needs with Over
20 Years of Award Winning Service!

905-727-3154

Members of the
Aurora Chamber
of Commerce

Beverley Varcoe
Broker

Michael Varcoe
Sales Representative

*SRES® is a designation awarded from the National Association
of REALTORS® focusing on the real estate needs of the 50 plus
and mature demographic. SRES® is endorsed by CARP and

the 50 Plus Group.

ROYAL LEPAGE
(S 1T TR

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage

Act now
to pay less tax!

™Trademarks owned by IGM Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations.

Are your year end tax planning strategies in place?
Now is the time to make all payments and donations that qualify for
tax breaks or sell investments with accrued losses to offset

capital gains. Taking care of this before the end of the year

allows you to apply them to your 2007 tax return.
Contact us today for your free copy of “Pay your share of taxes
and not a penny more” offering a checklist of tax strategies to
consider before the end of the year.

Jennifer Christensen B.A., CFP, CDFA, TEP

Executive Financial Consultant
jennifer.christensen@investorsgroup.com

Phone: 905-726-8236




Seniors
finish first
in line
dancing

Senior line dancers
from Aurora, Newmarket,
Richmond Hill and
Bradford, took first place
in the line dance competi-
tion held recently at the
Jackie Horner Semi-
Annual Line Dance and
Ballroom Week at the
Fallsview Best 5 Resort
and Spa in the Catskill
Mountains in New York
State.

Encouraged by instruc-
tors Jill Baker, Dianne
Bishop, Bunny Burton and
Debby Wilcox, the
dancers performed a rou-
tine to Gl Jive by Elvis
Presley (choreographed
by Dianne Bishop and
Gloria Kirchner).

More than 40 dancers
wearing Canadian collars
and bow ties made by the
Newmarket Seniors’
Meeting Place Craft
Room, provided a sea of
red and white.

All waved either
Canadian or American
Flags as part of the grand
finale as they exited the
floor and made their way
up through the audience.

Senior Duplicate
Bridge results

Monday, Nov. 26: N/S -
Mary Oglanby and Joan
Rotenberg, Irene Kubica and
Dave Legallais; Barbara
Wittmer and Anne White.
E/W - Ev Dickie and Audrey
Robertson; Murray Sinclair
and Don Newman; Rose
White and Gloria Smith.

Honoured

Members of the Aurora Rotary Club welcomed
District Governor Lynda Ryder to its meeting last
week, and handed out a few awards along the way.
In the top photo, former town councillor Dave
Griffith, left, was honoured with the coveted Paul
Harris award. Making the presentation is District
Governor Ryder and Rotarian Barry McDonough,
right. In the photo at left, Rotarian Eric Smith
accepts an award from Governor Ryder for serving
with the Aurora club for 57 years. Smith was one of
Aurora Rotary Club’s founding members.

Auroran photos by Ron Wallace

4 )

Schnitzels
our
specialty

905-727-9561

14889 Yonge Street, Aurora
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FAMILY GIFT DRIVE
Until Dec. 18th

Bring unwrapped gifts for all ages to:

AuroraAlterations
Creative Colours
Omar’s Shoes
or
Sparkle Pharmacy

\ www.graystonesrestaurant.ca

\

Embassy Greeting Cards
An Aurora Publisher
“Offering Hometown Specials”

Personalized with Name-Logo-50 Cards to Select from

Embassy Cards supporting the work of

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY CANADA
Pre-Boxed/ 15 cards p/b -$16.00- HFHC Logo on the back
6 images -6 pre —printed greetings to select from

Aurora - Newmarket artists- vistas
Limited Quantities Available

|
|
| OFFICE - CORPORATE GREETING CARDS
|

EMBASSY GREETING CARDS
220 Industrial Pkwy. South , Unit 38
Aurora,0On.L4G 6Y$8
Tel: 905 -841-9700 - Fax: 905 841-9772
cards@embassygreetingcards.com
www.embassygreetingcards.com

r———
L —

25-50% OFF

Selected Winter Coats

HURRY
IN
FOR
BEST
SELECTION

5 BELOW JEANS & MORE 905-841-7762

14800 Yonge St., Aurora (Beside OMAR’S Shoes)
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Poor Richard

Accomplishments
few In number
for Aurora Councll

Comparisons are odious but often necessary.
To make sure an important point gets across;
Councils are elected to make decisions,
And poor results often point to the boss!

- Poor Richard's Scrapbook

Aurora Council has been in office for almost a year
and has very little to show for it, except they passed
the 2007 budget after about five months of haggling.

They also agreed to take over the renovations of the
Church Street School, but haven't decided which
department will operate it.

They agreed to sell the Leslie Street lands, but then
according to an alleged leak from a closed door meet-
ing refused to sell part of it for the Police headquarters.

In spite of four to five hour council meetings, most of
the other decisions were house-keeping items.

Yet many were referred back to staff personnel for
more information after third-degree questioning of staff
reports, as if the staff couldn't be trusted, before some
were finally adopted, while others are still outstanding,
such as the Business Plan for Leisure Services, which
should have been fairly routine.

Still outstanding are major issues, such as the
future of the Hydro building on Industrial Parkway
South, Library Square, the future of the Community
Gardens if the Jack Wood's property is sold, a final
decision on the proceeds from the sale of Aurora Hydro
or the use of the money received from Whitwell
Development to help revitalize the downtown.

There is still the long outstanding request for a
Youth Centre to be decided and the more recent rec-
ommendation that a Youth Councillor be appointed.

Also on the books is the location of a BMX track and
the purchase of the green space on Henderson Drive
almost opposite the town-owned Case Woodlot.

What about the Good Neighbour Award; property for
a Habitat for Humanity home; entering the
Communities in Bloom competition approved some
time ago; newspaper box licensing and historical
plaques for parks, just to name a few?

The mayor and council received nation-wide publici-
ty over their environmental Right to Dry clothesline
project, but have failed to take any action from a chal-
lenge from Richmond Hill dating back to June, 2006,
when it was recommended by the Environmental
Advisory Committee that an anti-idling program be
adopted and the challenge accepted.

It was not the best of years and there are three more
to go in the term.

Compare this with Newmarket, our neighbour to the
north, as their Community Report lists the municipali-
ty's significant accomplishments for the latter part of
2006 and the first half of 2007.

The report tells how council and staff worked togeth-
er to create a legacy of sustainability for generations to
come by preparing to face a new era of growth.

The 28-page publication features two articles: The
story of a Sustainable Town and The Project of the
Year.

It focuses on environmental and financial sustain-
ability through responsible governance with the year's
project being Newmarket's new Official Plan.

In May, 2007, at a special ceremony at Queen's
Park, Newmarket was recognized by Play Works as a
Youth Friendly community for its commitment to provid-
ing youth with opportunities to play, participate and
contribute to their community.

Just recently, Newmarket celebrated the ground-
breaking of Canada's greenest residential housing
community with Ontario Environment Commissioner
Gord Miller and Andrew Bowerbank of World Green
Building Council in attendance.

At one time Aurora was the leader when it intro-
duced its July First celebrations and became Canada's
Birthday Town in 1969.

It was the first municipality in the area to twin with
another municipality, Leksand, Sweden, in 1974.

It can be done again but council and staff must work
together as a team in the best interests of all residents
and forget about personal attacks, nitpicking, and
delaying tactics.

They need to start working with and trusting staff
members.

This photo, taken from the out-of-print book “Riding the Radials”, shows a Metropolitan line car of the
Toronto & York Radial Railway crossing the Grand Trunk Railway tracks “south of Aurora”. Well, it’'s not
south of town anymore. This crossing was just north of Industrial Parkway South, east of Yonge Street.
Part of the bridge structure has been saved and is visible next to Thompson’s Funeral Home.

Letters to the Editor

Impressive Aurora Councll
disappoints me, reader says

To the editor,

November marked the
first anniversary of Aurora’s
newly-elected council.

After attending an all-can-
didates’ meeting, taking copi-
ous notes, and reading all
available literature and The
Auroran, | was very
impressed with the slate of
candidates running.

For professional expertise
at the municipal level and fis-
cal responsibility we now
have Grace Marsh, Evelina
MacEachern and Al Wilson.

Wendy Gaertner and
Stephen Granger enthusias-
tically represent the interests
of youth and sport.

Alison Collins-Mrakas has
the academic and profes-
sional qualifications to make
strong environmental pro-
posals.

Deputy-Mayor Bob
McRoberts, with his knowl-
edge of local history and
long-term  residence in
Aurora, | saw as a logical
choice for a “community
guardian” to oversee the
interests of all Aurorans.

Mayor Phyllis Morris was
my unqguestioned choice with

her experetise on complex
technical issues such as the
controversial hydro lines, her
strong work ethic and her
approachability and respon-
siveness to constituents.

| had great expectations
of change, co-operation and
consensus.

| have to admit disap-
pointment.

There is still acrimony on
council, vindictive leaks, and
a council that appears to
advance the interests of one
group of citizens as opposed
to the majority.

Traffic calming measures
in the northeast quadrant
were expensive, inconven-
ient and | am still waiting to
see the first snow plow or fire
vehicle take out a cement
wall.

Now | read about the sug-
gestion of a southeast her-
itage district.

More chaos in the Yonge-
Wellington corner to follow.

Driveways on Knowles
Crescent were another
expensive boondoggle.

However, these issues
pale in comparison to the
matter of the police head-
guarters and technical serv-

Staff woes fault
of former mayor,
reader maintains

To the editor,

If the Town of Aurora's
senior management staff
are operating a culture of
bullying and have disre-
gard for my hard earned
tax dollars, as an anony-
mous letter writer to The
Auroran has alleged, then
the blame must lie
squarely on the shoulders
of our former Mayor, Tim
Jones.

These types of behav-

iours do not occur
overnight; they take years
to evolve and entrench.

As Aurora's mayor for
12 years, Mr. Jones must
take full responsibility for
his weak leadership and
his failure to reign in his
senior staff.

Perhaps this is another
good reason why he's now
the FORMER mayor.

Jim Day
Aurora

ices unit on Leslie Street.

| read Poor Richard’s col-
umn in The Auroran - he
deserves a bouquet - which
seems to suggest to me that
with the police headquarters
remaining in Newmarket
because of space availability,
Aurora Council is now refus-
ing to sell the previously
approved 2.4 acres for the
technical services building.

This defies all logic.

The personnel who work
there would readily access
the stores and restaurants
going up in the gateway
complex.

It seems a bit arrogant to
ignore those economic ben-

| feel taxpayers have a right
to know who in the 4-4 split
voted for and against the
motion.

The “leak” and the
appointment of George Rust
D’Eye to investigate it at an
undisclosed cost are sec-
ondary to this deliberate
blocking of freedom of infor-
mation.

In closing, | understand
the editor's need to protect
the source of all this contro-
versy, but, needless to say,
there will be no Woodward-
Bernstein Award for inves-
tigative journalism forthcom-

ing.

efits. Judy Salmon
If this is, indeed, the case, Aurora
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Front Porch Perspective

By Stephen Somerville

There have been many media stories lately regarding the clash
between the Ontario provincial government and the federal gov-
ernment over the number of House of Commons seats that
Ontario would have after the next riding re-distribution.

The Federal Conservatives' Bill C-22, according to a recent
Globe and Mail story, "seeks to add seats in Alberta, British
Columbia and Ontario to bring those provinces' representation in
the Commons closer to their share of Canada’s population.”

The story goes on to note that, "In Ontario, however, even the
addition of 10 seats, as the bill proposes, will not close the gap.
Currently, that province has 38 percent of the population and 34.4
per cent of the seats. Even if Bill C-22 passes, the gap will grow by
2011 (population 39.4, seats 35.3), grow further by 2021, and
grow further still by 2031."

To achieve real representation by population would require an
additional 16 seats for Ontario, not 10.

This could become an important issue during the next federal
election.

Aurora has its own "rep by pop" issue.

Some background is in order.

According to the York Region website, "The Regional
Municipality of York is one of six Regional Governments in Ontario.

"The 21 members of York Regional Council (including the may-
ors of the nine municipalities) set policies, direction and budgets
for The Regional Municipality of York.

"In York Region, members of Regional Council are chosen by
voters in what is termed a "double direct" form of election.

“That is, a successful candidate for the office of Mayor or
Regional Councillor in a municipality earns a seat on both local
and Regional Council for four years.

"The Chair of Regional Council is elected at large by the mem-

Cathy’s Corner

bers of Regional Council at their inaugural meeting and also
serves a four-year term.”

York Region is comprised of nine municipalities (March 31,
2007 population in brackets) - Aurora (49,716), East Gwilimbury
(22,721), Georgina (46,026), King (20,386), Markham (283,297),
Newmarket (79,448), Richmond Hill (178,327), Vaughan
(250,032) and Whitchurch - Stouffville (27,788).

Aurora, East Gwilimbury, Whitchurch - Stouffville and King
each receive one seat, while Georgina and Newmarket have two
seats, Richmond Hill three seats, Vaughan four seats and
Markham gets five seats.

Aurora, based upon the fact that its current population is
greater than Georgina, should have two seats.

Is there anything that we can do about getting another seat?

| posed this question to Aurora Mayor Phyllis Morris in a brief
telephone interview.

She stated that she is currently gathering information in prepa-
ration for a detailed motion that she will be putting forth - on behalf
of Aurora Council - to York Region Council early in the New Year.

"It's important that our motion really make the case for the addi-
tional seat," she said.

She added, that in addition to providing Aurora with simply
more representation, this extra individual would allow for better
coverage of the various York Region Task Forces and
Committees.

In addition to her duties as mayor and sitting on York Regional
Council, Ms Morris also sits on three York Region Committees;
Health and Emergency Services, Solid Waste and Planning and
Economic Development.

The mayor stated that, with her other responsibilities, "time will
not permit me to sit on the rest of the committees, but | keep

By Cathy Vrancic

I bought a chair. It is just a chair. It doesn't do much except
sit there waiting to be sat upon...

But it's not an ordinary chair. It is a unique chaise with the
audacity to have only one arm and the arrogance to claim
elegant superiority not in spite of its lack of symmetry, but
because of it. | fell in love...

Of course | got it on sale. Yes, it was 40 per cent off and
that meant that "free delivery” was not part of the deal.

Since the delivery charge would drive the price of the
chair up by 15 per cent, | decided to pick it up. A good idea,
except among the half dozen vehicles that create a parking
nightmare in my driveway, not a single one of them could
accommodate my chair.

But my father owns a van and a trailer and all the little
bolts and pins that allow a trailer to be attached to a van, so
| thought it was going to be easy, especially since my dad
said he would hitch the trailer to the van for me.

How hard could it be? Put the chair in the trailer and drive,
right?

Not so fast...

| had to pick up my chair at 10 a.m. in Woodbridge and
had to be back before noon to attend an Aurora Chamber of

Commerce luncheon, so | arrived at my father's house
already dressed for the luncheon. Mistake...

| stepped out of my car and...it started to rain.

This meant | couldn't bring the chair home in an open
trailer - it would get wet!

Hands on hips, | surveyed the van with trailer already
attached (for my convenience!), and wondered how difficult it
would be to detach the trailer.

It was a lot harder than | thought. All the bolts and pins
were rusted, and by the time | was done, my hands were
stained, missing a few fingernails, cold and very sore.

But the job wasn't done yet. The seats inside the van had
to be removed, and these babies pack about 80 pounds
each. That would be nearly 70 per cent of my body weight.

There were four of them and one of me...in high heels.
That would be roughly the equivalent of childbirth.

Continuing to do the math, | immediately realized a
woman did not design this van.

By the time | dragged the last seat into my dad's garage,
I was exhausted and aching all over. My hair was frizzy and
my feet were killing me. Plus, | was wet and dirty and running
late.

A chair is just a chair...

by Scott Johnston

An extra Aurora Regional seat? —

abreast of their developments and potential impacts on Aurora."

| then asked the mayor “assuming we do get a second seat,
are you in favour of having a direct election for a regional council-
lor, like in Newmarket, or would you rather see the person with the
second most votes - the deputy mayor - as the representative?”

The mayor did not want to answer this question at this point in
time, as she wants to first discuss this with her council colleagues
and get their views.

But she did point out one thing that will have to be taken into
consideration and that is the fact that most York Region committee
work occurs during the day so the second region representative
would have to be paid to do this full-time.

Having this extra seat could dovetail quite nicely with the intro-
duction of a ward system in Aurora.

If the additional representative is directly elected by us town
folk, he/she would also sit on Aurora Council as an "at large' coun-
cillor.

The argument for Aurora having another seat, while no doubt
sound, doesn't mean this is a slam dunk by any means.

After all, we are talking about Aurora receiving something
extra, which implies another municipality losing out.

Moreover, true rep by pop does have its limitations.

If having a population of 50,000 people means having two
region seats, then the good people in Markham and Vaughan may
start clamouring for additional seats to preserve the status quo.

Lots to think about; | intend to follow up on this early in the New
Year once the mayor's motion is put forward to York Region.

Stay tuned.

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

| got into the van and shouted: "Nothing else is allowed
to go wrong! Did you hear me?"

And nothing else did.

Sometimes | talk to myself, but this time | was talking to
my life.

Because there are only two ways to live: we can let our
environment dictate to us, or we can demand from our
environment.

Sometimes | forget this vital piece of truth, but | wanted
that chair! And being powerless wasn't going to stop the rain
or unhitch the trailer or get the seats out of the van.

So | chose to persevere and be like my chair: outrageous,
audacious and not quite balanced!

Okay, so it's just a chair. Like any chair, it just sits there
waiting to be sat upon...

But it was worth it. Because every time I'm near it, my
chair whispers to me.

"There are only two ways to live," it says.

And it won't let me forget.

Cathy Vrancic welcomes e-mail at:
laughingmatters@aci.on.ca
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Bousuets (X BRICKBATS
V4

By DICK ILLINGWORTH

BOUQUETS to Carl Rom-Colthoff of Aurora and part-
ner Kyle Soehn of Red Deer, Alberta, for coming
from third place to win the Gold in the synchro-
nized Trampoline Tumbling Championship in

Quebec City in the 17-18 age group.

BRICKBATS to a justice system which allows the
Crown to drop its case against four men
charged in a massive cocaine trafficking case

allegedly linked to organized crime because the five
investigating RCMP officers were on sick leave.

BOUQUETS to Samantha Sendal of Aurora on winning
the Silver in the under-17 at the Trampoline
Tumbling Championship in Quebec City. She will
be eligible to qualify for the Canadian team for

the 2012 Olympic Games.

BRICKBATS to the motorists who forgot to remember
and travelled noisily past the Aurora Cenotaph
while the Remembrance Day Service was tak-

ing place. What happened to council's previous decision
to divert traffic on Yonge Street during the service?

BOUQUETS to the Aurora Legion for the
Remembrance Day Parade and Service and to
the Legionnaires who travelled to Camp Borden
to join in the their Remembrance Day Service

with Aurora's Parade Marshall Ken White and Silver Cross
Mother Dorothy Gummersall laying wreaths.

BOUQUETS to Thompson Funeral Home for transport-
ing families affiliated with Hospice King/Aurora
to and from the Ontario Provincial A Hockey
League game between the Aurora Tigers and the

Couchiching Terriers Family Night at the Aurora
Community Centre.

BRICKBATS to whoever provided a 14-year-old boy
with the money or sold him a 1991 car without
his family's knowledge. He took two school-

mates on a ride, crashed, killing both of them. He is under
arrest. There are a lot of questions to be answered.

BOUQUETS to all the people who are going to volun-
teer for the 2007 Salvation Army Christmas

Kettle Drive to assist those in need. All the

money raised in Aurora is used to fund Salvation

Army programs in Aurora. If you can volunteer a couple of
hours during the month of December, call 905-727-8214.

BOUQUETS to all the volunteers who are answering
the call of the Ontario Safety League and the
Insurance Bureau of Canada to participate in
Operation Red Nose to give partygoers a free

ride home when they are incapable of driving. Aurora is
one of seven Ontario municipalities participating in the
operation. Call 1-877-253-0033 to volunteer.

BRICKBATS to the Harper government for paying a
$10 million settlement to kill a contract
designed to modernize the long-gun registry's

computer system. According to the Liberal opposition the
government has wasted $80 million of work already done
and was further proof the Tories are opposed to gun con-
trol.

BOUQUETS to York Regional Police on winning an
award from the International Association of
Chiefs of Police for its anti-gang strategy, which
supports youth and mentoring programs and pro-

vides free transportation to recreation centres.

BOUQUETS to Santa Claus, the star of last week’s
nighttime parade for travelling the entire length
of the parade without assistance from the PA
system in his sled that wasn’t working.

BRICKBATS to Commissioner William Elliott and sen-
ior officials of the RCMP for not taking action
to correct the force's policy of dispatching sin-

gle officers, without backup to settle cases in Northern
Canada, which has resulted in the recent loss of two offi-
cers.

/

Car + Home =

BIG SAVINGS

\

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR, STATE FARM IS THERE:
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

905-727-8400
A

i 220 Industrial Pkwy S., Unit 37
Peter Virtanen (Just south of the soccer fields)

CLU. Agent, Aurora
PO58005CN State Farm « Home Offices Aurora, Ontario  Statefarm.ca™

Letters to the Editor

Who Is going to pay legal bills?

Open letter to Aurora
Mayor Phyllis Morris:

I have read the media
release and letter to the edi-
tor you presented to council
as a fait accompli Nov. 20
which you signed as Mayor
and Councillors.

Since councillors were
not apprised of the letter,
the press conference or the
media release, until after
the fact, it is difficult to com-
prehend why you felt you
had that authority.

I wish not to be associat-
ed with either document for
the following reason.

While the release and
letter state what was not
illegal and what did not take
place at the closed ses-
sions, they do not acknowl-
edge what town business
actually did take place.

They are a masterpiece
of obfuscation.

| have been attempting to
understand the purpose of
Mr. Rust-D'Eye  being
retained by yourself and
seven members of council.

On Nov. 13 you declined
to respond to my request to
specify reasons for your
precipitate action.

| have requested by e-
mail, Mr. Panizza to forward
terms of reference and
parameters of the contract
with Mr. Rust-D'Eye and the
section of the Municipal Act
which provides authority to
expend public resources on
this matter.

Three weeks later the
information has not been
provided. From my perspec-
tive, the situation is even
less clear today.

Mr. Rust-D'Eye informed
me Nov. 13, he had been
provided with and had read
numerous documents;
blogs, e-mails and letters to
the editor written by me.
Since my purpose in writing
these missives was to share
my thoughts on town mat-
ters with anyone who might
wish to read them, | have no
concerns about the solicitor
becoming familiar with how |
think and communicate with
those | am committed to
serve.

However, it throws no
light on why Mr. Rust-D'Eye
has been retained at sub-
stantial cost to the public
treasury. The question
looms large in the minds of
many in Aurora.

Council was informed
Nov. 20, after the fact, that
Mr. Rust-D'Eye was on hand
at your press conference.
He was quoted in the media
release.

Rules of evidence,
Madame Mayor, dictate that
unless a witness is present,
comments are hearsay and
therefore not valid evidence.

The press conference
was in rebuttal to a column
in The Auroran. That is a
political action, Madame
Mayor.

Consequently, it appears
Mr. Rust-D'Eye's services
were used to support your
political agenda. The
Corporation's interest was
not affected.

The question derived
from all of this is, who will
pay for Mr. Rust-D'Eye's
service in this context?

| believe it is incumbent
on yourself and those coun-
cillors who agreed to retain
the gentleman's service to
indicate how they intend
these fees to be paid.

If not at their personal
expense, then how is the
public expenditure to be jus-
tified?

You indicated, Madame

Mayor, all in-camera meet-
ings will be suspended.

It is not clear why or how
you propose to suspend
dealing with essential items
of town business and what
part of the Municipal Act
gives you the authority to
make this unilateral deci-
sion.

| note we had an in-cam-
era agenda for Nov. 27.

How does that reconcile
with your dictum there will
be no such meeting until an
undetermined date?

As you can see, a num-
ber of significant questions
are posed. We hold office to
deal with the public agenda.

Personal and political
matters are not part of our
function as members of
council.

| take no comfort or
assurance from your con-
cept of how public business
should be conducted.

That is regrettable.

| cannot, however, allow
it to interfere with my own
responsibility to keep my
commitment to the people
who gave me their trust.

Evelyn Buck
Councillor

What good is high-priced
lawyer, reader wonders

To the editor,

What happened to our
“transparent” government?

It is with great dismay to
see another example of both
secrecy and the abuse of
taxpayers’ dollars with the

purported  “investigation”
into the leak over a secret
council meeting.

Why are taxpayers on the
hook again?

What good is a high-
priced lawyer going to do
any of us since the leak has

Governor enjoyed
her visit to Aurora

Open letter to Aurora
Rotary Club president
Greg Foster

Bob Maxwell and |
would like to thank you for
the warm welcome we
received from your club
last evening (Monday, Nov.
26).

Although this was our
last “official” visit, | hope to
hear and see you through-
out our new year.

What a terrific and fun
club you have.

It's the perfect combina-

tion of hard work and play.

You are doing a wonder-
ful job as president - just
give me a call if you need
anything.

Thank you again.

Please extend my grate-
fulness to David Pierce for
the wine and jokes. Also to
Ron Wallace for his hospi-
tality.

It was exactly what was
needed on a snowy
evening.

Lynda Ryder
District Governor

F,

* Bronze markers and vases

ties
* Portrait Etchings

ONUMENTSBY
HOMPSONS

A New Approach to Memorial Design.

* Granite markers and monuments
* Cemetery lettering and restoration

* Serving all cemeteries and nationali-

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments

905-727-5421

530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8
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Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

occurred and is now, thus,
the past?

It cannot be undone.

Even if a source were
identified, it is not as if there
would be prosecution or
other action.

Since the meeting was
so “secret” and only council-
lors were wherever they
were, it limits the culprits to
those at this “secret” meet-
ing.
Can't they sort it out over
a drink on their own time
and dime?

Don't waste any more of
our public tax dollars - it is

not at all appreciated when
there are many more proj-
ects needing funding, such
as our infrastructure.

You can't play a CD on
our roads (I've tried and
after three plays they skip
ever after).

And, whatever happened
to funds from the sale of
Aurora Hydro?

I guess that will be decid-
ed in secret, too.

We all deserve better
than that.

Linda Stephens
Aurora

Make the first gift you open
this Christmas be from God.

Trinity Anglican invites you to our
celebration and the miracle of

God’s gift — the birth of Jesus Christ

TRINITY ANGLICAN AURORA
79 Victoria Street, Aurora (908) 727-6101
www.trinityaurora.ca

Services: 8 a.m. * 9: 1 5 a.m. * 11 a.m.
*Church School and Nursery are available

© 2002 ChurchAd Project




Letters to the Editor

Cloak, the mouse hunting cat at Aurora Home Hardware, top photo, is now
back on the job, and was welcomed home with a cake.

Auroran photos by Bob Ince

“Cloak” the cat, Is back

To the editor,

| would like you to retract
your story about “Cloak”.

Your representation of
what happened was totally
untrue.

We had a customer who
was extremely allergic to the
cat and we were unsure what
to do about the cat.

“Cloak” went to an
employee’s home for two
days.

Wouldn’t

“Cloak” is back now as we
decided that we would rather
have one cat than many rats.

The number of calls we
have received in a negative
way since this article was
written is ridiculous.

The cat was back even
before the article went out in
the paper.

Please retract your story.

Chris Barfitt
Aurora Home Hardware

condone

ED. NOTE: Consider
the story retracted,
however, it did originate
from a store employee.
Meanwhile, this story
generated one of the
highest responses of
letters to the editor that
we have ever received.
Since Cloak is back
home we have elected
not to print the letters.
Thanks to all those who
wrote in.

misuse

of information, Jones says

To the editor,

RE: Access to phone
log information (The
Auroran, Letter to the edi-
tor from Richard Johnson,
Nov. 27)

| was perplexed when |
read in Tuesday's Auroran
about an investigation into
access to phone logs of
members of council in 2004.

Upon calling the Chief
Administrator of the Town of
Aurora, | was advised that he
was unaware of any investi-
gation.

As Mayor and Chief
Executive Officer for the
Town of Aurora for 12 years, |
was privy to a lot of informa-
tion in various circumstances
that would be considered
confidential.

I was charged with being
responsible for the fiscal
affairs of our Town and need-
ed to make decisions and act
at all times in the best inter-
ests of the Town as a whole.

If that meant ensuring to
the best of my ability that
processes and procedures
were being followed as they
should be by staff and mem-

s 000

bers of council, and not
being misused, | acted
accordingly.

At no time would |

condone the misuse of
confidential information.

Tim Jones
Former Mayor
Town of Aurora
1994-2006

To the editor,

| would like to congratulate
the organizers of the Aurora
Santa Claus Parade.

| believe that this was one
of the best in recent years.

| say this based on my per-
sonal belief that the parade
was more in line with the true
meaning of Christmas to me.

Different level
but Tim same

To the editor,

Everyone is now on the
band wagon for more tax dol-
lars from Ottawa for munici-
pal infrastructure.

Tim Jones, looking for an
issue for the upcoming feder-
al election, has commented
that the Conservatives are
not doing enough.

His cry for more of your
tax dollars would have a
higher degree of creditability
if he had actually done some-
thing locally during his tenure
as mayor.

The truth of the matter is
despite raising the Aurora
portion of our municipal tax
bill more than 50 per cent in
the last six years, there was
no real growth in local infra-
structure  spending and
Aurora now faces a $35 mil-
lion repair backlog.

Do we really want more of
the same from Tim at the fed-
eral level?

John Galt
Aurora
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True Christmas meaning

It was great to hear some
of the participants wish the
crowd Merry Christmas rather
than happy holidays.

| also enjoyed hearing
Christmas Carols.

Most floats were the best
that | have seen as were the
great bands and the many
marchers.

Thanks to the local
churches for reminding us
what Christmas is all about
with their wonderful floats.

Thanks to the local
schools, both elementary and
high schools for showing
great spirit, in particular Dr.
GW. Williams Secondary
School and Highview Public
School.

I am not sure if there were
other schools and if there
were | am sorry | missed
them.

Thanks to the many local
businesses that actually dec-
orated their floats and vehi-
cles rather than just advertis-
ing their business.

In closing | would like to
say that | believe that the
town mayor should be in the
parade but it was disappoint-
ing to see would-be politi-
cians have a float hoping to
pick up votes just in case
there will be a federal election
soon.

Nigel Kean
Aurora

g

wa.jonesgable.com

Call me if you would like
a second opinion on your
RRSP & Investment strategy.

Stephen Forsey CIM FCSI
Investment Representative
JONES, GABLE & COMPANY
LIMITED (Member CIPF)
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BUSINESS LAW,
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The real giftis the time
you'll spend together.

© Tim Hortons, 2007

Tim Hortons invites you to enjoy some time with your
family and friends and skate for free at your local arena.
It's our way of saying thank you and happy holidays.
Visit your local Aurora Tim Hortons for a schedule of

ice times and locations.
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Together With You, Making Good Things Happen.
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Letters to the Editor

This show will overwhelm you

To the editor,

Recently, | opened 11 e-
mails from people asking if
it is all right not to give me
a gift this year.

Some letters are from
people saying they are too
tired to come to a show,
and from people feeling too
tired to bake, too tired to
entertain, too tired to dec-
orate, too broke to buy
presents and all in some
way are describing the
overwhelming feelings this
holiday season is bringing
to them.

| feel alien to these
thoughts because | love
this time of year.

It's when the good stuff
comes out, it's when | actu-
ally feel like knitting and

baking and wrapping pres-
ents.

| love making or shop-
ping for that perfect thing
for a friend, and trying to
express in writing my feel-
ings of appreciation to them
for the warm flow of love
they give to me.

| love that the houses
sparkle with lights and
décor, and ancient tales of
family holiday moments
gone by are told with laugh-
ter and glistening eyes.

This is the season when
people in the Christian faith
think about the birth of
Jesus.

We are told these Wise
Men studied the stars, and
they travelled to
Bethlehem, still following
the star, and when the star

guides them to Mary and
Joseph’s home and to the
baby Jesus, we read that
they were overwhelmed
with joy.

The Wise Men bow
down and worship Jesus,
and offer him precious gifts,
and then return home, hav-
ing seen what they set out
to see, and having been
warned in a dream not to
go back Herod’s way.

When was the last time
you were overwhelmed with
joy?

The downside of being
in an dark overwhelmed
mood, is that it is some-
times hard to be over-
whelmed with joy.

It is sometimes easier to
go through the motions, to
be busy with the details, to

No respect for staff
from council: reader

To the editor,

Former Councillor Bill

Hogg should write a
weekly column in The
Auroran.

He served this commu-
nity for two terms as he
indicated, six years.

Obviously, although
sitting on the sidelines,
he is still passionate

about his town, passion-
ate enough to give us his
take once in a while
based on his knowledge
and experience of town
matters.

Unlike “Anonymous”,
who clearly hasn't a clue
based on his/her view of
town staff and their rela-
tionship with manage-
ment. Has he/she even

been in the town hall?

I've lived in this com-
munity now for 15 years
and | never heard any talk
about an inside union up
until now.

I've read more contro-
versial stories about staff
leaving the town employ
over the last year than
ever before.

Senior management in
the town hasn't changed
but there was a municipal
election this time last
year.

Just look at how the
seating has changed in
the council chamber this
year. Us (council) on one
side and them (depart-
ment heads) on the other
side.

Who do

you think

made this decision?
It's pretty clear to all
who watch the council

meetings how little
respect some of our
elected officials have

around that table for the
management team.

Just listen to how they
publicly attack staff.

That's where a culture
of micro-managing will
lead you.

There's no point in
restating all the problems

in town that can relate
back to only one
cause...leadership.

| can't wait to see Mr.
Hogg's one year report
card.

S. Williams
Aurora

Reader can’t wait
to see lawyer bill

To the editor,

History tells us our friends
to the south of us faced a cri-
sis in Watergate. Apparently
right here in Aurora we have
our own crisis heretofore
referred to as "The Leak".

Thank goodness our
mayor and some council
members have committed to
get to the bottom of it, appar-
ently at any price.

| can't wait to see what
this bill comes in at.

Dick lllingworth points out
to us that George Rust
D'Eye, an "expert on munici-
pal law", has been retained
at who knows how much, to
look into "The Leak".
Apparently, again according
to Mr. lllingworth, this same
solicitor was retained to pro-
vide an opinion on whether
an off-site retreat or work-
shop was legal in the eyes of
the Municipal Act.

Dick goes on to inform us
that even though this same

solicitor "prepared a draft
bylaw which would cover
such meetings”, the same
members of council who are
leading this charge, refused
to support this legal direc-
tion.

How will these same
members of council vote this
time?

Enjoy Your Office

* Design & Space Planning
« Complete range of office furniture
*+ 1000 + page catalogue of office supplies

and FREE DELIVERY

(In town with minimum $40 order)

* Showroom in Aurora
* Business Net Pricing

905-727-1567

75 Mary St., Unit 11, Aurora
renaissanceoffice.com

And what will it cost to
repair "The Leak"?

How fortunate we are to
have The Auroran and Dick
Illingworth acting as our
"watchdog" to keep us
informed.

B. Harris
Aurora

be worrying about what
comes next.

But if Christmas comes
and goes, and we miss out
on the joy, if we forgot to be
moved by the story, or if we
never stop to appreciate the
magnitude of the gift being
given to us, then we've
missed out on Christmas all
together, missed as much
as those who Dbelieve
Christmas is just a day to
exchange gifts and get
presents.

The star has stopped,
and we are meant to be
overwhelmed with joy.

This Christmas | hope
that each of you remember
to take your family out of the
house.

Perhaps to one of the
beautiful rinks we have for a
skate, or to walk by the win-
dows of Aurora shops, or to
come and see one of the
many plays and shows
going on in live theatre this
holiday.

The Aurora Performing
Arts Group is presenting
Amahl and the Night
Visitors this season at
Newmarket Theatre
December 13-16.

This wonderful, short,
inspirational musical is
about a miracle that occurs
when a young boy offers a
selfless generous gift.

It is performed by a large
cast of Aurorans.

It's a festive and joyous
musical and it's worth leav-
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ing the comforts of home
for one night to come out
and experience.

We hope that our cele-
brations of Christmas
music on stage will evoke a
response so that we can all
really let go of all the gloom
and the doom so that we
can fully receive, be totally
overwhelmed, by what
goodness there is in this
world.

I wish for all of us that
we may carry with us the
overwhelming joy of
Christmas, that we may
keep with us the gift of hol-
iday spirit, long beyond the

time when we undecorate,
beyond when new toys
have lost their luster,
beyond when our thoughts
have turned to spring and
summer again.

This year, still overjoyed,
overwhelmed with
Christmas, | hope we can
all open our hearts and
offer to our loved ones and
the world our finest gifts.

Looking forward to see-
ing you in the audience.

Sarah Kyle
General Director
Aurora Performing
Arts Group

Tel: (905) 727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

Water Softening, Purification,
Filtration & Sterilization Units

8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
Aurora, Ontario

|. Fred Tilston V.C.
(Ont 385) Branch

105 Industrial Parkway North

PO. Box 73,
Aurora, Ont. L4G 3H1

To the members of Branch 385 and the people of Aurora

We wish to thank you

For your generous contribution to the 2006-2007

Poppy Trust Campaign,

which enables usto carry out obligations to our veterans,
their dependents, hospitals and bursaries programs.

The following is from the 2006-2007 Poppy Trust Fund

Income from campaign and all other sources $36,898.66

Campaign expenses

Poppies and Wreaths
PRO Material
Local expenses

Grants to ex-service persons/dependents
Bursaries and donations
Total expenses & distribution

Balance 2006/7 campaign [694.93]

Len Whines

President and Poppy Chairman
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Letters to the Editor
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What has happened to Christmas?

To the editor,

Christmas has always
been my favourite time of the
year.

| even have a red brick
house with a green roof.
Variations of these colours
permeate my home.

| enjoy the festive decorat-
ing, cooking specialities of
the season, entertaining
friends, having all my family
together over the holidays,

seeing children excited and
happy and the giving (I don’t
receive well — but that is
another story) of self going to
a Christmas service and, of
course, the presents.

Over the years some
things have begun to irritate
me, spoiling my Christmas
spirit.

Crowded stores filled with
anxious people buying for the
sake of buying and the
tedious finding a parking spot

so | tend to avoid malls and
finish my shopping very early
to the annoyance of my
friends.

| like to make presents or
at least find something the
recipient | hope will enjoy.
Like most people | have a
tendency to overeat, over-
spend and if there is such a
thing, overenjoy!

| have watched with
curiosity Christmas become
Xmas wondering how X per-

Questions need answering

To the editor,

In the wake of all these
closed door discussions as
we listen to the mayor and
other members of this council
who tell us that this term is
different because they are
"open and transparent”, |
have a few questions.

| ask these questions
while the mayor authorizes
expenditures on frivolous
matters that speak more to
personal vendettas against
other members of council
than they do to what's good
for our community.

What's happening to the
abandoned hydro building?

What about library square,
which has sat unutilized as
the buildings continue to
deteriorate while any number
of community groups look for
space to meet? What about
Church Street School and the
Heritage Museum?

Any talk about a much
needed youth centre?

Maybe they've spent the
funds from the hydro sale and
we just don't know about it
yet.

These are just a couple of
questions I'd love to have

answers to.

Issues that will affect the
quality of life for ALL resi-
dents.

Who knows? Perhaps
that's all been decided, like
the police headquarters
opportunity, in private.

Perhaps that's for them to
know and us to find out.

Thank goodness this com-
munity got wind of the police
proposal.

How else would we ever
have known? Scary stuff.

S. Brown
Aurora

Remove Aurora chicanes
before someone gets hurt

To the editor,

Unfortunately | have to
complain again about the chi-
canes installed on Walton
Drive and Mark Street.

They are very, very, very
dangerous as proven when
slippery heavy wet snow fell on
Monday evening, Nov. 26.

An oncoming car just nar-
rowly missed me as the driver
lost traction going around a

chicane on Walton Drive.

Also the speed-humps
installed in that northeast
qguadrant are way too aggres-
sive.

| invite you to try riding in a
school bus going over these
speed-humps.

The contractors who
installed these chicanes said
that two-way traffic can occur
with school buses.

From what I've seen there

is no way two-way traffic can
occur when a school bus is
navigating through the chi-
canes, not even the short
buses because of their width.
The only thing these chi-
canes are good for is to put
your garbage out on. These
chicanes must be removed
before someone gets hurt.

Alex Andruszkiw
Aurora

Chamber supports route

An open letter to members
of the Aurora Chamber of
Commerce

Here is a quick follow-up on
the York Region Transit (YRT)
proposal to cancel Bus Route
34 along Industrial Parkway:

- based on the member
feedback received on this issue,
the overwhelming majority of
businesses are opposed to the
cancellation of public transit
service  along Indsutrial
Parkway;

- | attended the Town
Council meeting Nov. 13 to com-
municate the feedback received
from members. At that time, |
provided Town Council and YRT
authorities with our preliminary
comments on this issue; and

- YRT officials at the Town
Council meeting committed to
further consultation with local
businesses regarding public
transit service on Industrial
Parkway and other industrial
areas in Aurora. This consulta-
tion is to occur prior to any
changes being implemented
such as the cancellation of Bus
Route 34.

We will keep you informed of
further developments on this
issue.

Please do not hesitate to
contact me should you have any
additional comments or con-
cerns on this issue.

Carla Adams
Executive Director
Aurora Chamber of
Commerce

Call today abhout our

Pre-Christmas Promotion

ASK ABOUT OUR GIFT CARD PROGRAM

tains to this holiday.

Does X mark the spot and
if it does what spot is it?

X, according to Oxford is a
letter, a Roman numeral, first
unknown quantity, incalcula-
ble or mysterious factor or
influence.

Oxford also notes that
Xmas is the abbr. Christmas,
festival of Christ's birth, 25th
Dec., devoted esp. to family
reunion & merrymaking etc.

Once | looked up Xmas —
thinking that ("the powers that
be") they took the Christ out
of Christmas — and learned
that it was just a cover-up.
Why the secrecy?

In Canada we celebrate
Queen Victoria’s B-Day and
no one seems to complain.
Years ago there were
Christmas pageants in the
schools with mangers and
everything.

What happened?

In most public buildings
Christmas trees are not
allowed — because they are
decorated for Christmas, also
used as Chanukah bushes
for the celebration of the festi-
val of lights?

What possible harm does
putting decorations of a fir
tree cause?

Some narrow-minded indi-
viduals have always consid-
ered symbolism evil. During
the 18th century, in England,
all religious symbols were

banned so a dedicated
Christian candy maker start-
ed with a piece of pure white
hard candy, fashioned a "J"
(or shepherd’s staff) then
placed three small red stripes
around the candy (represent-
ing the "holy trinity") and a
single bold red stripe through
the candy representing the
redeeming power of Christ’s
blood.

Sometimes a green stripe
was added — green is the
colour of giving.

Watch - pretty soon
candy canes will go the way
of Xmas (we all know what
the X stands for now — an
abbr. for Christmas) pag-
eants, lights, carols, trees
etc. Santa Claus (as we know
him) is safe — he was invent-
ed by Coca Cola.

You can mess with reli-
gious symbols but not a
megaconglomerant.

Bonnie Tiffin
Oak Ridges

WD lowers

by Terry

14799 Yonge St.

Aurora

Telephone: 905-726-1549

email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com
www.flowersbyterry.com

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

PLUMBING SERVICE

(Serving York Region for more than 35 years)

Residential-Commercial-Industrial

Bps905@hotmail.com 905-727-3210

Winners of the
Best Commercial Float Award

Back row: Lawrence, Marion, Kate, Marj, Richard, Pam
Front row: Sarah, Korrissa

Many thanks to our Parade Team!
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Tigers entertain hometowners with two wins

By JOHN KLEIN

Their frozen stage sur-
rounded twice on the weekend
by a crowd of nearly 500, the
Aurora Tigers managed a pair
of wins against two of the top
teams in the Provincial Junior
A hockey north division.

Friday night, against the, at
the time, first place Huntsville-
Muskoka Oftters, they edged
the division leaders 4-3, then
followed Sunday afternoon
with a 6-3 victory over the
Whitchurch-Stouffville Spirit at
the Aurora Community Centre.

Friday, Aurora trailed twice
in the game, 1-0 in the first
period and 2-1 midway through
the third,but they battled hard
and bested their rivals 4-3.

New Tiger Captain Mark
Thorburn scored twice, first
tying the game and then later
putting the Tigers up by a score
of 3-2.

After the Otters were able
to even the score at threes
near the middle of the final
frame, the eventual game win-
ner came from defenseman
Thomas Middup who was able
to slip one past Otter’s netmin-
der Jeff Dawson on a power-
play.

The other contributor for the
Tigers on the score sheet
came compliments of forward
Mike McLaughlin  with a
second period shorthanded
marker.

Newest Tiger Matt
Thomson, who was recently

acquired from the Burnaby
Express, and former Tiger
Jordan Smith, who was re-
acquired from the Collingwood
Blues, each added two assists.

Goaltender Aaron Barton
recorded the victory stopping
38 shots.

Sunday afternoon the
Tigers returned to the
Community Centre, to meet
another key North Division rival
from Whitchurch-Stouffville.

Going into the game the
Tigers had played the Spirit
four times this season and
boast a 3-1 record against their
neighbouring rivals, including a
recent 5-3 victory last week-
end.

Aurora’s Paul Dupont
scored twice, including a short-
handed marker and Captain
Mark Thorburn scored the
game winner as the Tigers
improved to 4-1 against the
Sprit this season with a 6-3
win.

Additional scoring from
Aurora came from Sam
Yearsley and Micheal Sardella.

Jeff Harbach and Matt
Thompson both had two
assists in the victory.

Aaron Barton recorded his
second straight win on the
weekend stopping 32 shots
that came his way.

He improved his record to
9-3-2.

Jordan Smith gave the
Tigers a solid effort on defense,
adding an assist and getting
involved in a spirited tilt with

Shouldering
a burden?

Balchen

Chi,opractic

CALL NOW

905-836-2202

Stouffville’s Corey Fulton late
in the game.

With the weekend sweep
the Tigers improve their record
to 19-6-3, and are now within a
single point of the Couchiching
Terriers for third place in the
North Division.

The Tigers also have a
game in hand on the Terriers
and two in hand on the
Newmarket Hurricanes who
regained their first place stand-
ing over this weekend'’s action.

The Tiger's next game is
Friday at home when they host
the Seguin Bruins. Game time
is 7.30 p.m. at the Community
Centre.

The next day, it's up to
Collingwood for a Saturday
night affair with the Blues.

AURORA 4
HUNTSVILLE 3
First Period

H: Rob Waddell (Williams,

Pinkney) PP 10.36
Second Period
A: Mike McLaughlin

Discount

RATES

without discount

SERVICE.

It's no accident more
people trust State Farm
to insure their cars.

Call today.

Allan Cruickshank CFP FLMI, Agent
300 Wellington St E
Aurora, ON L4G 1J5
Bus: 905-727-2749
www.allancruickshank.com

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR,
STATE FARM IS THERE.®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
Canadian Head Office: Aurora, Ontario
POS50068CN_02/05

Damir, Tanya, Heather & Cathy
Wish you a Safe and Happy Holiday Season

DAMIR VRANCIC Law OFFICE

21 WELLINGTON STREET EAST, AURORA , ONTARIO (905) 841-6411

(Watts) SH 3.06
Third Period
H: Brad Williams (Waddell,
Chambers) 2.30
A: Mark Thorburn
(McGarry, Thomson) 8.09
A: Mark Thorburn
(Harbach, Smith) PP 13.19
A: Thomas Middup (Smith)
PP 13.58
H: Josh Vatri (Barss, Ball)
PP 18.39
AURORA 6
STOUFFVILLE 3
First Period
S: James Mclintosh
(Archibald, Trivino) 0.48
A: Michael Sardella
(Morley, Middup) 7.59
Second Period
S: Ethan Werek (Sullivan,
Smith) 1.47
A: Mark Thorburn (Watts,
Harbach) PP 17.03
A: Paul Dupont (Smith,
McLaughlin) PP 19.21
Third Period
A: Mark Thorburn (Watts,
Harbach) 11.44

S: Corey Trivino (Smith) SH 13.14
12.11 A: Sam Yearsley
A: Paul Dupont (Thomson)  (Vanderlugt, Thomson) 18.13

Just decided to get off the couch?
Or looking to get to that next level?
Prepare to amaze yourself and everybody in your life!

One-on-one attention to every detail of your journey.

York Executive Fitness

Small numbers, big results.

FREE, no-obligation initial consultation.

905-713-0491

www.yef.ca




WINNERS

Tough Kingston squad
spolls Aurora’s chances

Two ties and a loss
highlighted play of the
Aurora Novice AA Tigers
last week as they tried to
advance in the Georgina
Regional  Silver  Stick
Qualifying Tournament.

In the first game, they

skated to a 2-2 draw
against the Georgina
Blaze, with Dimitri

Mikrogiannakis and Jack
Liotta scoring for Aurora.

Society
desires
to know
about you

Since the work of the
Aurora Historical Society
involving the proposed
Heritage Centre has been
assumed by the town, the
Board is planning several
strategy sessions to focus
on its direction in future
years.

A number of subjects
will be discussed, includ-
ing the newsletter, gener-
al meetings, what is being
offered to members and
what might be offered to
them in the future.

In order to obtain infor-
mation from members for
the planning sessions, a
survey has been distrib-
uted to all members.

The focus of the survey
is Hillary House, interpre-
tation, restoration, future
directions and outreach
activities.

Survey guestions
include length of time as a
Society member, reasons
for joining the Society,
length of time living in
Aurora, frequency of
attendance at meetings,
the reasons why meetings
are attended or missed,
and the number and type
of special events spon-
sored by the Society.

Over the years since it
started in 1963, Society
members have worked
hard to preserve Aurora's
heritage.

Tigers open the scoring
on a strong end-to-end
rush by Mikrogiannakis
late in the first period.

With only 48 seconds
remaining, Georgina tied
the game, then took the
lead mid-way through the
middle frame.

Two minutes later the
Tigers fight back with a
great play by Ben
Langlois, who carried the
puck up the wing and put it
on the net. Liotta jumped
on the rebound to tie the
score.

Both Brady Sarazin and
Robert Stewart kept the tie
alive in goal for Aurora.

Later that day, they bat-
tled the Clarington Toros
to a 3-3 draw, setting up a
much-needed win to
advance in tourna-
ment.

Toros open the scoring
midway through the first
period.

Tigers were then
assessed two minor penal-
ties back to back and the
team responded with an
outstanding effort keeping
the Toros off the score-
board while getting several
chances of their own.

Shortly after the penalty
kill, Aurora knotted the
game on a nifty effort by
Morgan Frost, who moved
the puck in the Toros end,
passed to Liotta and
Jonathan Malowney
deposited it in the net.

But the Toros answered
back quickly to take a 2 -1
lead into the second peri-
od. The Tigers, needing to
get points in this game to
stay in contention for the
tournament, roared back
with a goal 34 seconds
into the second frame.

the

Mikrogiannakis moved
the puck up into the Toros
end putting the puck
behind the net where
Malowney spotted Frost,
who buried the puck
behind the Toros netmin-
der.

Less than a minute
later, Aurora took the lead
with a play started by
Thomas  Wilson, who
passed to Mark Kalmisto,
who weaved through sev-
eral Toro defenders and
put the puck onto the stick
of Philip Wolanski who
gave the Tigers a short-
lived lead.

The Toros, however,
came back quickly to tie
the game.

Aurora pressed hard
but couldn’'t regain the
lead.

The next day, Aurora
needed a win or a tie to
stay alive in the tourna-
ment, but it wasn’t to be as
they fell 4-2 to the
Kingston Ice Cats.

The Ice Cats opened
the scoring 30 seconds
into the game but Aurora
roared back two minutes
later on a play started by
Mark Kalmisto.

He passed to an open
Frost, who made no mis-
take tying the game.

In the second, Aurora
enjoyed a short-lived lead
when Mikrogiannakis fin-
ished off a pass from
Brady Futterer.

The Tigers played well
for the balance of the sec-
ond period and into the
beginning of the third, but
the strong Ice Cats were
not done yet and scored
three times in three min-
utes to take the lead and
win the game.

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

Patrick M. Gaffney

Now practicing all aspects of Family
Law including custody, access, support,
property division, divorce and child protection
matters. Practitioner of Collaborative Family
Law -
out-of-court process focused on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions for separating
families.

#205 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023 pmgaffney@bellnet.ca

a client controlled, lawyer assisted,

* 1/2 hour free consultation
« accepting Legal Aid

The Aurora Peewee A
Tigers captured their second
hockey tournament champi-
onship this season at the Doug
Robinson  Tournament in
Lincoln, Ontario, recently.

The Tigers have been on an
impressive run so far this year
and expected to face some
tough competition at the tour-
nament.

P —

They weren't disappointed,
encountering a stiff challenge
in the very first game from the
Dorchester Dragons.

The opponents attempted
to use their size and the small-
er ice surface to their advan-
tage by slowing the Tigers
down.

However, the speedy Tigers
had seen this strategy before,
and raised their own level of
intensity.

The result was a hard
fought 3-1 victory for Aurora.

In the second game, the
team drew the hometown
Blades.

Tigers dominated the play
throughout the game but
Lincoln kept it close, with some
strong local support behind
them.

But Aurora held the lead
from the start winning 3-2, with
the Blades pressing hard.

The third game against
Grimsby looked like it might be
the biggest challenge for the
Tigers.

Grimsby needed a win to
advance to the finals.

This was another physical
match but again it raised the
determination of the Tigers.

The boys carried the play
and cruised to a 2-0 win.

So far this year the team

THE AURORAN, Week of December 4, 2007 - 13

Another tourney win
for Peewee Tigers

has gone undefeated during
regular tournament play.

The championship game
was a rematch against
Dorchester.

The Dragons came out
physical with the intent to get
the Tigers off their usual fast
paced play.

The game stayed close

until Aurora's speed wore
Dorchester down and the
Dragons got into penalty trou-
ble.

The result was a convincing
8-0 triumph for the Tigers.

The squad now looks for-
ward to achieving similar suc-
cess at the upcoming Silver
Stick qualifier.

4

Visa

épecmls
Tuesday Spa Pedi $22
Mani & Spa Pedi $35
Bio-Gel Full Set $40
Powder Gel Full Set $30

Gift Certificates available

Under Arms $10
Bikini $15
Brazilian $25
Full Leg &
Bikini $35

NAILTECHNICIAN WANTED

T

HOMPSO

Funeral Home

Annual Memorial

60@31‘7%% Covtlone

Service

In the chapel of the funeral home

7.30 p.m.

December 17

Light Refreshments

R.S.V.P.

530 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora L4G 6W8
Phone 905-727-5421 « Fax 905-727-0037
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Monday Night
Hockey
League Standings

TEAM GF GA PTS
Priestly Demolition 8 2 0 48 16 16
Highland Chev-Cad 5 3 2 42 38 12
Rec Cycle N’ Sports 4 3 3 45 39 11
FPL Aggregates 4 4 2 36 38 10
Tom & Jerry’s 3 4 3 35 41 9
Masterclean Contracting 3 5 2 41 49 8
Baldwin’s 3 6 1 37 42 7
Law Insurance Brokers 2 5 3 28 40 7

WEEKLY SCORES

Rec Sports 7 FPL Aggregates 4

Tom & Jerry’s 3 Priestly Demolition 3

Law Insurance 3 Baldwin’s 6

Highland’s 3 Masterclean 6

SCORING LEADERS
NAME TEAM G A Pts
John Anderson Rec Sports 17 9 26
John Archibauld Highland's 18 7 25
Mark Sedore Priestly 9 15 24
John Yaremko Masterclean 10 11 21
Scott Crabb Highland's 10 9 19
Craig McConnell Masterclean 11 6 17
Doug Adair Rec Sports 5 12 17
Tom Hussey Masterclean 3 14 17
Pat O'Mahony Baldwins 10 6 16
Steve Kavanah Baldwin’s 7 9 16
Jason Muise Priestly 8 7 15 , . )
Pat Davies Priestly 6 8 14 The annual Open House at the Women'’s Centre of York Region located on Yonge Street in Aurora was
Mark Swirla Priestly 6 7 13 R i B R e
Ed Jackson Baldwins ps 7 13 held last week, with several gifts beln'g offered for needy Aurora famllles. Among the participants were
gte\ée&lvl’ﬁonald _IFF’L&J . g 1g ig Women’s Centre employees, left to right, Shelley Lundquist, Cristen Tatone, Milena Boden and Faith
ra cMillan om erry’s .
Ron Van Noort Rec sportsy 4 9 13 Malcolm. Auroran photo by David Falconer
Dave Caverley FPL 8 3 11
Vince Greco Tom & Jerry's 8 3 11
Ed Kilroy Rec Sports 7 4 11 n n
Craig Donaldson FPL 5 5 10
. ¢ % Councll supports regional reps
Mark Lemon Baldwins 4 5 9
Frank Balkovec Law Insurance 3 6 9
Dwayne Smith Baldwins 3 6 9 .. . . . .
Darren Yaremko Masterclean 3 6 9 Of the six items for dis- of preparing terms of refer- Central Lake Region Source Staff members pointed
g;u;flwgi Egg,thand's 2 3 g cussion at Tuesday’s Aurora ence, assessment reports Protection Committee. out that it was necessary to
Sam Speranini Law Insurance 4 4 8 Council meeting, only one and the source protection It also recommended adopt a resolution for the
Dave McQueston  FPL 3 5 8 item was lifted for discus- plans for each source pro- Ilmar Simanovskis be nomi- Lake Simcoe  Region
Hugh Alcorn Masterclean 3 5 8 . . .. . .
Raz Kahamissa Law Insurance 3 5 8 sion and that was an tection area. nated as the municipal rep- Conservation Authority and
Ié?S ng - $ec (S&pJortSI g g S appointment to the Source There is to be a munici- resentative for York Region it was necessary to appoint
Steve Robertson  Highland's > e 8 Water Protection  pal sector representative to and its constituent munici- a voting delegate for the
gandSLmith |TDO_m8|LJerry's ‘11 ; g Committee. sit on the Source Protection palities on the South purpose of electing the two
or ee rlesty H - : :

Mark Inglis Law Insurance 3 2 7 The_ Clean Water Act Commlttee and as York Georglgn Bay Lake Simcoe Sourcg ' I_Drotectlon
Glen Butler Baldwins 2 5 7 came into force in July with Region straddles two water-  Protection Committee. Committee municipal repre-
Dan Cote Law Insurance 2 5 7 : [ : [ e :
Jerome Flanigan  Priestly 5 5 7 the purpose of enhgncm_g shed_areas, itis requ!red to LoF:aI mqnl(:lpalltles were sentatlv.es.
Joel Reeves Tom & Jerry's 2 5 7 source water protection in appoint a representative for supplied with the regional Municipally, there was
Egﬁ”Twé’;i”Z'e .'?(fnﬁ ipjogfy.s é e ! the province through the each source protection report with the request that some discussion as to
Murray Campbell  Priestly 3 3 6 creation of source protec- area. the two regional nominees whether the voting repre-
B":‘;‘;E“Ggi'l'i‘ '\"lgSLte'C'ea” 3 3 e tion plans for each water- Regional council has rec- be endorsed which the sentative should be a staff
Mike Kensit Rec Sports 3 3 6 shed. ommended Ms. Debbie Aurora general committee member or a politician and
JKf;';”R'-uerﬁgf‘e’ hﬁi‘ml';‘sggnce g g g Under the Act the various Korolnek as the municipal did without question or com- as David Atkins, Acting
Andrew Dalton Re_gc Sports 2 4 6 source protection agencies representative for York ment at a previous meeting.  Director of Public Works vol-
John Spicer Priestly 2 4 6 are required to establish Region and its constituent There was some surprise  unteered, council was quick
Mike Nesbitt Baldwins 2 4 6 . .. L . . . . .
Bruce Chappell Highland's 1 5 6 Source Protection municipalities on the Credit that it was on the agenda to confirm his appointment
Steve Bromley Baldwin's 1 5 6 Committees for the purpose Valley, Toronto Region and again. as the voting delegate.
Tom Webster Rec Sports 1 5 6

AURORA MINOR

HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
Sunday December 2nd

Atom

402 3 - James Power 1G, Ryan Batten 1G, Rory
Hamilton 1G 1A, Bryn Burbank 2A, Michael Fisher 1A,
Darren Tree 1A. 403 3 - Riley Weller 1G, Christian
MacGillvary 1G, Adam Hoffman 1G, Zack Keller 2A,
Connor Cann 1A.

406-Ab Cox Pittsburgh 5 - Austin Waite 2G, Matthew
lezzi 2G, Robert Cabral 1G, Chris Sutherland 2A, Ethan
Mills 1A, Cameron Pyle 1A. 404-Tilemaster Colorado 4
- Michael Walsh 3G, Patrick Bourrie 1G, Michael Dilosa
3A, Taylor Simpson 1A, Ryan Ouwroules 2A, Lockhart
McMann 1A, David Leeper 1A.

401 6 - Joseph Hodgson 3G, Anthony Stanley
Georgieff 1G, Johnny Sherwood 1G, Cole Johnson 1G,
Nathan Dinatale 1A, Conner Kemp 1A, Mathew Hall 3 A,
Eric Cumiskey 1A. 405 2 - Alexander MacKinnon 1G,
Ryan Donovan 1G, Keenan Nocon-Willatts 1A, Michael
McKerracher 1A, Evan Nichols 1A.

Bantam

804-Danny's Boys 3 - Taran McGowan 1G, Etienne

Bicego 1G, Brett Richardson 1G. 808 2 - Matthew Bishop
1G, Kenton Gamble 1G, David Scott 1A, Jake Hindley
1A, George Chalmers 1A.

805-CAA 1 - Jaret Meron 1G. 803-Pizzaville 1 -
Braden Drummond 1G.

806-Cosentino Produce 2 - Alex Payne 2G,
Jonathan Alcock 1A, Logan Weber 1A. 802-Wait's
Bathroom Plus 2 - Curtis Stobo 1G, Anthony DeCesare
1G 1A, Mario Rotundo 1A, Andrew Hunter 1A, Mark
Tanel 1A.

801-1.0.0.F 2 - Michael Wood 1G 1A, John Zorzit 1G,
Liam Martin 1A, Jamie Saabas 1A. 807-Backyard Pool
& Spa 1 - Eamon Reilly 1G, Chris Follette 1A.

Minor Midget

901-Remax Barb Blaser Calgary Red 2 - Peter
Durst 1G, Daniel Sampieri 1G,

Tyler Friars 1A. 906-Wood Brother's Drywall
Pittsburgh Black 1 - Jakub Sykora 1G, Ryan Bagshaw
1A. 903-Manhattan Trophies Ottawa White 2 - Julian
Biasoni 1G, Scott Cunningham 1G, Robert Fiorini 1A.

904-Optimist Club of Aurora Colorado Burgundy 0.

905-Laurion Law Office Toronto Royal 4 - Sean
Ellison 2G, Evan Casselden 1G, Michael Orschel 1G,
Drew Coley 1A, Kyle MacCallum 1A, Wendel Martins 1A,
Sean Ellison 1A, Curtis Rose 1A. 902-Aurora Cable
Boston Gold 2 - Michael Madigian 1G, Niel Gaston 1G,
Geoff Gianopoulos 1A.

904 Optimist Club of Aurora Colorado Burgundy 3
- Julien Savosardaro 1G, Anthony Marsillo 1G, Chris
Tillsley 1G, Julien Savosardaro 1A, Anthony Marsillo 1A.
901 Remax Barb Blaser Calgary Red 1 - Peter Durst
1G.

906 Wood Brother's Drywall Pittsburgh Black 2 -
Jacub Sykora 1G, Paul Duggan 1G, Aaron Bentley 1A,
Matt Raponi 1A, Ryan Bagshaw 1A. 905 Laurion Law
Office Toronto Royal 1 - Wendel Martins 1G, Evan
Casseldon 1A.

902 Aurora Cable Boston Gold 2 - Liam Braithwaite
1G, Evan Jones 1G, Matthew De Sousa 1A, Brandon
Hurst 1A. 903 Manhattan Trophies Ottawa White 1 -
Marco Santella 1G.




With gridlock on most
of the arterial roadways,
commuting to and from
work is time consuming
and expensive, and there
may be better ways if
properly organized under
the Smart Commute pro-
gram.

According to Debra
Scott of the Newmarket
Chamber of Commerce,
Smart Commute is one
most innovative trans-
portation initiatives ever

undertaken in Central
York.

The Town of
Newmarket and the

Newmarket Chamber of
Commerce launched the
Smart Commute Central
York program in partner-
ship with the Region of
York and Transport
Canada.

The program is
designed to help busi-
nesses get their workers
to work by the most effi-
cient means, this reducing
single vehicle trips.

The Smart Commute
program was founded by
the municipalities across
the GTA, supported by
Transport Canada and has
grown into a successful
transportation  demand
management program
funded by local and
regional municipalities.

Aurora Chamber of
Commerce, advised that
the Aurora Chamber of
Commerce had entered
into a partnership with the
Newmarket and East
Gwillimbury Chambers to
deliver the program to
area businesses.

She asked councillors
to be leaders in assisting
in alleviating the com-

muter gridlock problem
and supporting Smart
Commute.

Loy Cheah of York
Region Transportation
Department also
addressed details of the
Smart Commute program
and why it was important
for Aurora to support it.

He explained that a
Transportation
Management Association
works with local business-
es, municipalities, school
districts and other non-
profit organizations to
help reduce traffic con-
gestion, increase mobility
and access to work and
represents business inter-
ests on transportation
issues.

The TMA also acts as a
single source of informa-
tion on commuting options
for employers and employ-
ees and the local TMA
receives funding from a
variety of sources includ-

The impact in
Newmarket and Aurora by
leaving one car at home
during the morning rush
hour would reduce the
peak hour volume by 410
vehicles one day a month
or 1,600 vehicles one day
a week which would save
on construction costs and
reduce emissions.

A request was made to
Aurora to support the ini-
tiative with a $30,000 con-
tribution to help the TMA
achieve its goals.

In early 2006, a pres-
entation was made to the
general committee by rep-

resentatives of York
Region, the Town of
Newmarket, Town of
Markham and the

Newmarket Chamber of
Commerce regarding the
Smart Commute initiative
by the region and some
regional municipalities.

Cheah pointed out that
work was required to
establish a proposed
Newmarket/Aurora TMA.

Because there was
some urgency to proceed,
the active participation of
Aurora was encouraged in
establishing the TMA, he
said.

Councillor Evelyn Buck
guestioned why municipal-
ities should provide initial
funding as the initiative

said.

It was pointed out that
by reducing the number of
cars on the road there
were benefits to the
municipality including
road maintenance and an
improvement in the envi-
ronment.

After further questions
and discussion, council-
lors agreed to receive the
presentations and refer
the issue to staff members
for a report.

In May, 2006, the
Economic Development
Committee recommended
Aurora's participation in
the Central York TMA as
well as implementing an
employee trip reduction
program similar to York
Region and Newmarket
programs.

It was also recommend-
ed that the report be for-
warded to the
Environmental Advisory
Committee for endorse-
ment and referred to coun-
cil for approval in principle
and that staff members
submit a further report
regarding financial details.

In spite of a request for
a staff report by the gen-
eral committee and sup-
port from the Economic
Development Advisory
Committee, no action was
taken by Aurora Council.
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Commuter program would help get you to work

Aurora was  officially
launched with the aid of
the Newmarket Chamber
of Commerce.

At Tuesday’'s meeting
councillors wanted to
again know what the town
would receive for its
$30,000, and the number
of Aurora commuters that
would benefit from the

program.

Finally, Councillor Al
Wilson who said he sup-
ported the program and
regretted Aurora was the
last to get on board,
moved that the request for
funding be referred to the
2008 budget deliberations
which was approved by
council.

Leght app yoaur lige!

Lighting « Fixtures ¢ Fans

Great

Prices

220 Industrial Pkwy. S. 905-841-2832
Call for hours

/" ROUND THE BEND FARM

10 LB. TO 25+ LB.

TURKEYS

FARM FRESH, NATURALLY GROWN

$2.89/Ib.

ORDER YOUR
Chrigmas Turkey
for pick-up on:

Sat. Dec. 22, 8 am-6 pm & Mon. Dec. 24, 8 am - noon
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meeting Carla Adams, Newmarket, and corporate employers. Smart Commute in Central Brian & Sue Feddema (905) 727-0023
general manager of the sponsors. They should pay, she York, Newmarket and 16225 Jane St., Kettleby ON
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2007 Toys for Tots Campaign

Members of York Regional Police are proud to
participate in the 11th Annual Toys for Tots
campaign, which runs until December 16,
2007, collecting toys and cash donations for
kids who often have to make due with less
during the holiday season.

The Toys for Tots Campaign, in partnership
with the Canadian Tire Corporation, began in
1996 and so far has raised more than
$185,000 worth of toys for kids during the hol-
iday season.

Residents are encouraged to donate
Canadian Tire money, cash or a new
unwrapped toy at any York Region Canadian
Tire store during the campaign. The cash
donations are used to purchase toys for those
York Region children in need.

Anyone wishing to donate a new, unwrapped
toy and/or Canadian Tire money can also
deliver it to any of the five York Regional Police
headquarters over the duration of the cam-
paign. Their locations and addresses may be
obtained by visiting our website at
www.yrp.ca, then click on YRP Units and then
on Districts.

P.A.C.T. (Police and Community Together) are looking
for new volunteers. [f you are looking to serve your
community contact us at:

1 Municipal Drive,

Box 1000 Aurora, Ontario L4G 641

Or e-mail us at: aurorapact@aci.on.ca

During the campaign, donations will also be
accepted at the Community Safety Village of
York Region, located in Bruce’s Mills
Conservation Area in the Town of Whitchurch
Stouffville.

Students who visit the Village with their individ-
ual schools are also encouraged to take an
active role in their community and this worth-
while fundraiser by donating a toy or Canadian
Tire money when they visit the Safety Village for
their class trip. Individual schools may also
choose to direct their $2 per-student fee as a
donation to the Toys for Tots campaign.

On Sunday, December 2, 2007, police officers
joined Emergency Services and Fire Services
personnel at various Canadian Tire store loca-
tions to encourage residents to be generous
during a special 9-1-1 day.

For more information please contact York
Regional Police at 1-866-876-5423, ext. 7977 or
7099, or campaign chairperson Linda Matheson
at  905-252-9613, or by email at
Imat@rogers.com.

In addition to the Toys for Tots campaign, for
the past 15 years members of York Regional

Police have worked with the York Region District
School Board and the York Catholic District
School Board on the Quiet Food Drive. Over the
years, the remarkable generosity of the stu-
dents, their families and school staff has meant
that more than 28,000 people were provided
with food over the holidays.

This drive operates in partnership with the Jump
on the Wagon campaign initiated by Court
Security staff and invites residents of York
Region to fill a York Regional Police paddy
wagon with food items. The remaining dates for
Jump the Wagon are as follows:

* December 8 and 9 - Zehr's — 24018 Woodbine
Avenue, Keswick and Loblaws Supermarket —
200 Bullock Drive, Markham

All items donated through the drives will be col-
lected at a central depot in Newmarket and dis-
tributed to local charities with the assistance of
volunteers and members of York Regional
Police on Monday, December 10 and Tuesday,
December 11, 2007 at the Newmarket Health
Centre, located at 194 Eagle Street East.

This page is proudly sponsored by:

17774 Hartwell Thayer

&

L

Financial Services Group

Providing professional and personalized services to York Region
for over 50 years.

2 Orchard Heights Blvd., Unit 23
Aurora, Ontario L4G 3W3
Aurora: 905-713-9870  Toll Free: 1-800-668-8976
Fax: 905-727-5749
www.hartwellthayer.com
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Once again the Aurora Optimist Club held a very

successful

book sale at the Aurora Library.

Participating in the event were Ken Mclsaac and
Nora MacDonald, co-chairs of the sale. Officials
said Saturday’s turnout was the largest in the his-

tory of the sale.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Bloomington Road
needs widening

Currently Bloomington
Road, the cross-street which
acts as Aurora’s southern

Agenda
problems

Normally at a council or
committee meeting the agen-
da is approved as presented,
but not last week.

The agenda included "That
council convene into a Closed
Session to consider legal, per-
sonnel and labour relations
matters".

Councillor Evelina
MacEachern moved adoption
of the agenda without the
closed session, resulting in
questions whether there were
items on the closed session
agenda that needed council's
attention.

The CAO said of the five
items, two were legal issues
and had been withdrawn until
a later date, but the other
three issues were personnel
issues and should be dis-
cussed.

The MacEachern motion
was defeated and a motion by
Councillor Grace Marsh to
approve the agenda with the
three items for a closed meet-
ing carried on a 6-2 vote with
Councillors MacEachern and
Al Wilson in opposition.

boundary, is a two-lane paved
road with gravel shoulders and
roadside ditches.

The busy street is expected
to be beyond capacity within the
next 10 years, and it needs to
be widened.

York Regional
Transportation and Works
Committee reports the widening
and reconstruction of
Bloomington Road will provide
additional east-west capacity to
improve traffic operations for the
travelling public and meet the
expected growth of the area.

The committee also recom-
mends that the front portion of
Aurora  Vehicle Recycling
Limited, also known as
Carcone's Auto Recycling, be
acquired for the widening.

The property has been
approved with about one of the
9.94 acres being used by the
owner for estate residential use
and the remainder of the lands
used for the auto recycling busi-
ness and storefront operations.

The building improvements
are not within the lands required
by the region and there are no
development plans pending on
the property.

The total amount of com-
pensation involved in this trans-
action is $87,355 plus legal fees
and these amounts have been
included in the 2007 regional
budget.

For All Your Mortgage Needs
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Lions Club comes home twice

In May, 1981, the wander-
ing days of the Aurora Lions
Club came to an end as it
found a new home in the
Mechanic’s Hall, but for the
club it was an old one.

The club owned the build-
ing at the southeast corner of
Mosley and Victoria streets
back in the early 1950s but
sold it to the Calvary Gospel
Church in 1956 and met in var-
ious halls around Aurora.

Then, in 1981, the club re-
purchased the hall for $60,000
and have held their meetings
there ever since as well as
renting it out to other groups
and organizations.

The club had been losing
members in previous years
because they didn't have their
own den to hold meetings and
social functions and it was
hoped the purchase of the hall
would give the club a new look.

The hall was originally built
in the late 1860s by the
Mechanics Institute.

The Aurora Lions Club,
meanwhile, received its char-
ter May 8, 1944, and the first
executive included Charles
Spence, Bill Morris, Charlie

Copland, Frank Underhill,
Marshall Rank and Ernie
Houghton.

The club was sponsored by
the Richmond Hill Lions and it
was the first service club in
Aurora.

While the Aurora club did
not receive its charter until
1944 it dated back to 1938
when meetings were held in
the Mechanic's Hall.

There was a great deal of
enthusiasm on the part of the
members and it was agreed a
service club was needed in
Aurora.

Over the years the club has
lived up to its motto "We
Serve" by being active in the
community providing assis-
tance to the needy in the form
of Christmas baskets, eye
glasses, dental and medical
care.

In May, 1969, the Lions
held their 25th Anniversary as
a service club in Aurora and for
all of those years held their
weekly dinner meetings in the
St.  Andrew Presbyterian
Church Hall.

Back in April, 1972, the
Lions Club recommended an
artificial ice surface be built in
the Town Park with a view to
enclosing it.

In their submission to coun-
cil, it was proposed the area be
used in the summer months for
dancing, roller skating, tennis,
volleyball and various other
activities and in the winter for
family skating, winter carnivals,
hockey;, etc.

It was the intention of the
club to turn the facility over to
the town on completion, with
the provision that the club
retain some jurisdiction in the

allocation of time to ensure
that ample time was reserved
for public and family skating.

The club planned to con-
struct the facility in phases with
the hard surface and piping
installed first, then the artificial
ice plant, followed by change
rooms and at a later date they
would enclose the facility.

Council decided to hold the
submission pending a meeting
with the parks and recreation
committee, the Lions Club and
other interesting parties.

It is not known if the meet-
ing was ever held but the facil-
ity was never built.

In May, 1975, the club
offered to contribute $100,000
over 10 years to help develop a
major recreation area and it
was suggested by council that
the logical site should be
Sheppard's Bush.

Later council rejected
Sheppard's Bush as a possible
site on the basis the bush was
being developed as a regional
attraction, not a local recre-
ation area.

It was also pointed out that
local groups might have to get
permission from the
Conservation Authority to use
the facilities provided by the
Lions Club in their own munic-
ipality.

Council referred the Lions'
offer to the parks committee to
investigate sites on the east or
west bank of the creek running
through the former Jack Wood
farm, which had been acquired
by the town as an industrial
park.

The facilty was never
developed and the creek
banks are still vacant.

On returning to their origi-
nal den a dinner dance was
held as members, their wives
and guests officially marked
the re-opening of the 100-year
old hall. They were back in their
home after years without one.

The old building, once used
as aroller rink, was completely
refurbished by Lions mem-
bers.

In addition to club use, it
was planned to rent the two
halls on both levels of the build-
ing, with a fully equipped
kitchen, stage and smaller
meeting rooms.

Sports-minded members of
the club sponsored and
worked with local teams. The
club also worked on behalf of
the annual Easter Seal cam-
paign for crippled children.

The club was also a strong
supporter of York County
Hospital and provided bur-
saries to students and cooper-
ated with the Canadian
National Institute for the Blind
in creating a school for seeing-
eye dogs.

The club assisted in the
construction of the original
band shell in the Town Park,
the washroom and storage

T
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facilities in Fleury Park, the
original clubhouse facilities in
McMahon Park, the park area
adjacent to the George Street
outdoor swimming pool and
the parkette at Catherine
Avenue and Yonge Street.

It provided almost all the
furnishings and furniture for
Victoria Hall.

Every May the Lions spon-
sored a carnival in the Town
Park with rides and games for
citizens of all ages.

Lions helped to raise funds
by providing catering services
for wedding receptions, ban-
quets and meetings. They also
sold their famous beef on a
bun at the July First
Celebrations and at the annual
pancake breakfast during sug-
aring off time at Sheppard's

Bush.

In May, 1992, the club was
honoured for its work with the
People in Distress Network
and received an Outstanding
Achievement Award for a Non-
Profit Group.

At Christmas the service
club distributed 32 hampers
filled with clothing, toys and
food. Each hamper was valued
at $75.

In May, 1994, the Lions
Club was awarded the
Community Organization
Award as part of the Civic
Awards Ceremony.

The Aurora Lions, although
their membership is low, are
still active and continuing with
their “We Serve” mandate to
work on community projects
and helping those in need.
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By BRIAN WARBURTON

Bazaar attracts
bargain hunters

The Christmas Bazaar was successful with more
merchandise available than ever before and many more
bargain hunters than last year enjoyed a treasure
hunter’s field day.

The crafts produced by the seniors have become
more sophisticated and the wood working shop is con-
tributing for the first time and made a top quality first
effort.

Tables were available again for rent by private ven-
dors and this appears to be a successful practice in
building a successful and improved working model for a
bazaar.

This expedient allows the ASA to offer a selection of
merchandise, which would not otherwise be available,
and the whole presentation was more varied, interesting
and cost effective.

And a volunteer, Louise Williams, stepped forward
and assumed the role of convener, to ensure the smooth
running of the bazaar, and with splendid success!

The weather, which has been remarkably mild,
showed us it has a mind very much its own with cooler
weather and the first significant snowfall which melted
away soon enough.

Nevertheless, it is past time for seniors to take care
of automobile necessities and to get the automobiles
winterized if that chore has not been done already.

| had planned to renew my rear tires in the near
future but had put it off as something | would do when |
was in the mood and had plenty of time, and for being a
little tardy my left rear tire deflated on Leslie Street.

An upcoming trip which could be enormously popular
as a Christmas gift is a trip Jan. 4, 2008, to the Ontario
Science Centre’s Titanic Exhibit.

During your trip you will visit a Special Titanic Exhibit
with real artifacts from the ship, a behind the scenes
Titanic tour, and lunch and tour through the Science
Centre.

Registration date is Dec. 19.

Another trip with lots of appeal
Times, scheduled for January.

This trip includes show and dinner and would also
appeal as a gift for Christmas. Registration date
is Jan. 4.

Full details can be obtained at the front counter
for all trips.

If you plan to take computer lessons in January,
please sign up for them Dec. 11, in the computer room
between 1 p.m. and 3 p.m.

This is the only available date in December to do so.

If a computer is your gift this Christmas, then lessons
will probably help you.

| would like to point out that seniors learn to compute
more slowly than young people and we teach and repeat
the lessons as often as necessary to get the message
across.

In other words, do not be deterred, if you want to
learn to compute, sign up and you will probably suc-
ceed.

And for our considerable body of movie lovers, “Last
Holiday” will be presented Dec. 11, and “Miracle on 34th
Street” will show Dec. 18, starting at 6 p.m.

Region needs room
at its headquarters

ed a search in the
Newmarket area for avail-
able office space and
identified 11,000 square
feet of vacant space in
the Newmarket municipal
building and a three-year
agreement has been

is Medieval

From page 1

year and an additional
15,000 to 20,000 square
feet of corporate space
will be required by the
year 2011.

In September, 2005,
regional council adopted

its first Strategic arranged between the
Accommodation Plan town and the region.
which identified the

Newmarket consolidation
as a priority and final
approval of this plan will
be sought in 2008.

If approved, construc-
tion will not be completed
for approximately three
years, resulting in the
need for interim space to
accommodate growth dur-

Dr. Anthony Nguyen
Now accepting
new patients

ing that period.
Property staff conduct-

126 Wellington St. W.
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y Creek pollution

source remains unknown

During the fall of 2003
and again in 2004 an inves-
tigation revealed sections of
Tannery Creek showed sig-
nificant pollution with metals
and chemicals likely to harm
aquatic life.

The investigation found
high levels of chromium and
arsenic at a spot down-
stream that would appear to
place the source of contami-
nation at the former Collis
Leather plant on Tyler
Street.

Collis Leather operated
the plant from 1912 until
1988 and it was believed
that cow hides had been
pickled in salt and sulfuric
acid and soaked in chromi-
um salt.

Aurora Council commis-
sioned Earth Tech Canada
to carry out a more exten-

sive investigation and in
June, 2004, received a
report regarding surface

water and sediment contam-
ination sampling of Tannery
Creek in the vicinity of the
former Collis plant.

A copy of the report was
sent to the Ministry of the
Environment with a request
that the Ministry exercise its
jurisdiction to require the
existing property owner,
Maple Leaf Foods, to con-
duct the necessary on site
investigation to fully identify
the scope and extent of the
contamination.

Copies of the report were
also forwarded to Maple
Leaf Foods, Region of York

Health Department, the
Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority,

Environment Canada and
the federal Department of
Fisheries and Oceans.

Council also recommend-
ed that a public information
session be held to inform
property owners abutting
Tannery Creek downstream
from the contaminated area.

Later in the month,
Jeffrey Miller, representing
Maple Leaf Foods, appeared
before council to present a
technical report relating to
the town's Earth Tech study
and an investigation carried
out by their consultant,
Barenco Environmental
Engineering.

The Barenco report
included information about
historical land uses
upstream and surrounding
area to determine possible
historical causes for the con-
tamination.

At a subsequent meeting
lan Kerr, representing Maple
Leaf Foods, pointed out that
the town's study had con-
centrated primarily around
the former Collis Leather
plant, whereas the Barenco

Wellington Medical
Walk-in Clinic

Dr. John Fitzsimons © No Appointment Required

e Travel, Wart and Acne Clinic
e Online Appointment

Book at www.medhelp.ca

* 905-841-1633

New extended hours
(Corner of Haida Dr.) Enter via PHARMASAVE PHARMACY

study pointed out that sever-
al other industries had been
located along Tannery Creek
which could have con-
tributed to the contamina-
tion.

He requested that por-
tions of a general committee
report, which proposed
agency action be deleted
due to lack of consideration
of all possible factors and
insufficient study parame-
ters.

Council directed that the
Barenco report be forwarded
to the Ministry of the
Environment with a request
that the Ministry complete its
investigation and advise the
town of the next steps to be
taken.

In July, 2004, council
questioned whether any
information  had been
received from the Ministry,
Environment Canada or the

Region's Public Health
Department and were
advised no.

In August, 2004, informa-
tion was received from the
Ministry advising that offi-
cials would like to meet with
the town, the town's consult-
ant and the regional
Department of  Public
Health, which staff members
were arranging.

In October, 2004, based
on a recommendation of the
Environment Advisory
Committee, council
endorsed a request that a
Ministry representative pro-
vide an update.

In January, 2006, council
requested the mayor to
make another request to the
Ministry of the Environment
for information regarding the
Tannery Creek contamina-
tion to allow staff to prepare
a comprehensive report and
hold a public information

meeting.
In May that year, council
received correspondence

from the Ministry of the
Environment in which the
Ministry did not recommend
removal of the contaminated
sediments from the creek
bed and did not see a con-
tamination risk to local
groundwater from these
sediments.

The Ministry deferred tak-

ing a stand on any potential
health impacts of the con-
taminated sediments by
referring this issue to the
Regional Medical Officer of
Health.

The Ministry review did
not agree that a source of
contamination had been
identified as there was
insufficient information
available to isolate a single
source of contamination and
that significantly more infor-
mation was required to
resolve the issue of the
source.

Staff members advised
they were continuing to
work with Ministry officials

as to the scope of additional
work that might be required.

In March, 2007, in a letter
to the Ministry, staff agreed
that the sediment contami-
nation was historic and at
the time it could not be
determined if ongoing
migration was still occurring.

It was noted that to carry
out further investigation it
would be necessary to carry
out tests on private lands
and as the town's access
was limited, Ministry assis-
tance was requested.

This issue has dragged
on for four years and there
are still lots of questions but
no answers.

SERVICES
» Acupuncture » Chinese Herbal Medicine « Tui Na Massage

TREATMENTS
» Pain Management ¢ Infertility & Menopause Care
» Cancer & Tumors « Many Internal llinesses

Dr. Annie Chen Ph.D TCMD (Traditional Chinese Medicine Doctor)
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

15208 Yonge St., Aurora * 905-713-0666

Ontario’s Healthy Restaurant Program

Award of Excellence
is presented to:
Moon Garden

(MOON GARDEN

RESTAURANT since 1969

SPECIALIZING IN

CHINESE FOOD

FAMILY DINING
BUSINESSMEN’S LUNCHES

TAKE OUT OR DELIVERY
Fully Licensed under L.L.B.O.
15229 Yonge St., Aurora
\ Just south of Wellington. Parking in behind. 905-727-3101 ‘

Lignting

Gallery

& Home Decor

In-Home Consultation Available

N0S=/ 789969

13130 Yonge St., Oak Ridges - R. Hill
North of King Side Road. across from McDonald’s

* Elegant Dining

145 Murray Drive
Aurora, ON

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

WHY CHOOSE
AURORA

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE?

At Aurora Retirement Residence, we
provide all inclusive services and programs
to enhance your independent lifestyle.

* 24 hour Emergency Response

* Housekeeping & Laundry Services

* Planned Activities, Outings & Events
* Assistance With Daily Living

_@_

Call today to arrange your personal tour!

905-841-2777
@CHARTWEKI?[L www.chartwellreit.ca

SENIORS HOUSING
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RUMOURS AND RAMBLINGS

A New Year’s Eve party for kids

In December, 1994, for the first time, Aurora hosted a
New Year’s party especially for kids.

Since midnight in Newfoundland was 90 minutes
ahead of Aurora, the town's special events committee
thought it would be legal to recognize the new year at
10.30 p.m. for the kids.

After the kids were put to bed, the parents could
return for the second celebration of the night to welcome
1995 at the traditional midnight hour.

Included in the evening's celebrations were free skat-
ing and swimming, music and dancing, refreshments
and food.

The event was named Aurora's First Night and it
replaced the Levee held New Year's Day by the mayor
and council, which had been started by Mayor Dick
lllingworth in 1984.

The Minister of Municipal Affairs had written to all
municipalities in November, 1983, suggesting municipal-
ities hold a Levee in 1984 to celebrate Ontario's
Bicentennial.

In spite of the short notice, Aurora Council decided to
try it and it was held at the Leisure Complex with more
than 150 citizens in attendance.

It became an annual event until it was replaced by
First Night in 1994.

NOW YOU KNOW

Just in case you wondered how the Christmas crack-
er originated, the story goes something like this.

In the early 1800s, an English cake baker was in
France on a holiday when he came across some sug-
ared almonds wrapped in coloured paper with twisted
ends with the trade name Bon Bon.

He took some back to England, wrapped love notes
with the candies and his sales increased.

He then substituted a little toy or novelty for the sug-
ared almond.

Sitting by the fire one Christmas Day he heard the fire
logs crackle and the idea of a Christmas cracker with a
bang was the result.

If you want to give your true love all the gifts listed in
the Christmas carol "The Twelve Days of Christmas" be
prepared to go to the bank for a loan.

Back in 1994 some mathematician figured out the
price of wooing your true love with 12 drummers drum-
ming to a partridge in a pear tree would cost $21,845.

PRESERVING ONTARIO'S HERITAGE

In December, 1988, Ontario Minister of Culture and
Communications Lily Oddie Munro wrote to Aurora to

Petch log cabin

congratulate the town for taking advantage of the
Designated Property Grants Program of Preserving
Ontario's Architecture.

She advised that a Designated Property Grant had
been awarded to 69 Wellington Street East and noted
that conserving heritage properties was a mark of good
citizenship as it enriches the life of a community and
helps build confidence for the future.

The Carpenter House is located at 69 Wellington
Street East.

It was built in1872 and was designated by the Aurora
Heritage Committee in 1985.

It was built by William Atkinson, a carpenter and join-
er.

The house is a unique example of a picturesque style
in architecture and incorporates Intalianate elements
and Classical elements in its design and its wooden ship
lap siding provides an interesting contrast to the brick
facade of the surrounding properties.

ERROR OR CLOSED DOOR DECISION?

In a report to council last month Treasurer John
Gutteridge referred to the Aurora Recreation Complex as
the "Stronach Recreation Complex".

Councillors showed no surprise and asked no ques-
tion about what appeared to be a new name.

Yet there has been no recent discussion in open
council or approval for a name change.

Was it an error on the part of the Treasurer or was a
decision to change the name made behind closed
doors?

During the fall of 2005 in-camera (or closed-door)
meetings of council were held to develop a policy for the
naming rights causing a heated discussion as to whether
the meetings were contrary to the Municipal Act regard-
ing topics to be discussed at closed meetings.

By December, 2005, the question of naming rights for
facilities was still undecided and staff was directed to
develop a policy.

By May, 2006, the general principles of the proposed
policy suggested that namesake agreements be estab-
lished in a manner that was organized and consistent
and safeguarded the town's assets and interests.

Also, a corporation or external organization could
have their name on a facility in recognition for its finan-
cial support, where it was mutually beneficial and con-
sistent with the policy.

At a previous meeting like a bolt out of the blue,
Mayor Tim Jones announced a $2 million donation from
Frank Stronach to assist in the capital funding of the
complex.

future In doubt

Unless council approves
an estimated $108,000 in
the 2008 capital budget,
the future of the Historic
Petch Log House is in
doubt.

The Heritage Advisory
Committee recommended
that the report entitled
"Options for Relocation
and Restoration of the
Petch Log House" be
received but a copy of the
report was not attached to
a recent committee report.

The committee also rec-
ommended the expenditure
of $108,000 for restoration
as part of the 2008 capital
budget, that Whitwell
Developments fulfill the
obligations related to its
agreement with the town to
permanently relocate the
House to town-owned land
at the southeast corner of
Industrial Parkway and St.
John's Sideroad.

The house was built in
1844 and is said to be the
oldest in Aurora.

Based on a recommen-
dation from the Heritage
Advisory Committee in
2003, council approved an
agreement with Whitwell
Developments to move the
house to a temporary loca-

tion on the town-owned
Leslie Street property until
a permanent location
could be found with the
developer paying the
expenses of relocation.

In 2005 the Advisory
Committee received an
update on the house and
staff members were asked
to bring forward a report
outlining progress and an
update on restoration.

No funds were included
in the 2007 capital budget
for restoration nor were
any plans presented for a
permanent location for the
heritage home.

Councillor Evelyn Buck
asked for clarification of
the $108,000 expenditure
and wanted to know who
would use the 800 square
foot building.

She also disagreed with
the proposed location and
pointed out that the pro-
posed expenditure repre-
sented a one per cent
increase on the tax bill.

Staff noted that the
Community Arboretum
may be interested in the
building if it was restored
and relocated to the pro-
posed location, but recom-
mended that a public offer-
ing be made to community
groups after restoration.

It was suggested that
staffers find an interested
group before the budget
discussion  with  staff
responding it would pres-
ent a problem if a commu-
nity group was found and
council didn't approve the
expenditure.

There was considerable

Find Out What your
Home is Worth On-Line
Visit:

www.QuickOnlineEvaluation.com

ReMax Omega Realty (1988) Ltd.

discussion as to the rec-
ommendation of the pro-
posed permanent location
and it was agreed to
amend the report to a loca-
tion to be determined on
budget approval and in
spite of continued opposi-
tion from Councillor Buck,
the report was adopted as
amended.

As no details of the conversation had been provided
to council members or if a commitment had been given,
the general committee approved a motion that the mayor
report his conversations at a closed meeting of council.

That's the last time there was any discussion about
naming the facility in open council, so explanation,
please?

PARKING ON YONGE

Much is written from time to time about the lack of
parking in the downtown area of Aurora even after a
$30,000 study indicated there was lots of both on-street
and off-street parking in the area.

Several recommendations were made to improve
parking in the area, but no indication of implementing
them was made.

Back in March, 1970, an independent traffic engineer
was engaged to carry out a traffic study and one of his
major recommendations was to install parking meters on
Yonge Street to eliminate the all-day parkers.

He also recommended better signage to direct
motorists to municipal parking lots.

No action was taken on the parking meters as they
had been removed a few years earlier and sold to
Newmarket.

WELLINGTON PHARMACY

300 Wellington St., East
Aurora - In Tim Horton’s Plaza

 FREE local prescription delivery
« MAJOR DRUG PLANS ACCEPTED

« $2.00 OFF co-pay on all ODB Prescriptions

905-727-8711
OPEN Mon. - Fri.9-7 Sat.9-2

MeDi CentRe Medical Clinic Walk-in & Family Practice|
next door to pharmacy
Accepting new patients

Over

Two

Decades

of Experience
Working With

2200 ROTRAN ANGER

Kathryn Jennings ph.n
15423 Yonge St., Aurora
905-713-2005
www.angeronline.com

wtario New Drivers

Aurora

o Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training
905-713-3733

e MTO Approved Course Provider

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES
www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

“Between the watchful staff and
the modern security systems,
I feel more secure here, than I did
in my own home.”

¢, CHARTWELL

SENIORS HOUSING REIT

.

©rca| THE SECURITY

I WANT

Our policies and procedures were
designed to create a secure yet
welcoming atmosphere.

KEYNOTE CHOIR

Friday, Dec. 7 « 10:00 a.m.

Enjoy a special performance by the
Keynote Choir as they perform some
of your favourite songs!

E— ), E—
PARK PLACE MANOR
RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
15055 Yonge St., Aurora, ON

www.chartwellreit.ca

Call 905-727-2952
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Special rates: non-commercial word ads: $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only).
Got something to sell or advertise? Give usa call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to auroran.com then click classifieds to send your ad  More than 76,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month!
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SEEKING SALES CARPET - | have sev- CRAFTSMAN DUAL TOP-UP CARD FOR ALL TYPES OF HOME
SEEKING INTERMED  5parESS|ONAL  for  eral thousand yards of  STAGE SNOW BLOW-  VIRGIN CELL PHONE. IMPROVEMENTS & RONALD
ATE/SENIOR ~ WEB  \yeiy jevelopment com-  New Stainmaster ER. 9 h.p. 27". Pd. Bought by mistake. repairs. Drywall, car-
DEVELOPER/PRO- pany please send and 100%  Olefin  $1600 - best offer. 905- $100 tax free. Save pentry, roofing, mason- LIcENSED
GRAMMER Should resuime to hr@auro- carpet. | will carpet 773-6428 $14. One only. ry, concrete, plumbing,
have good knowledge of 2o niine com or call  your living room & hall Guaranteed. Call THE electrical etc. PLUMBER
g?ri%t MySOL & Java 9052222022, or $389. Price AURORAN _905-727-  Guaranieed workman-

includes carpet, pa 3300 or 905-751-6013.  ship. 30 Years experi- | o Bath renovations
ﬁﬁsé”g%tggé%ag%g%n' and installation (30 SQeSdH ope?alfiﬁgljsg%g-' ence. Free estimates. « plumbing and HANDYMAN  AVAIL-
: i square yards). Steve 75773300 ' 905-853-6972 ABLE to do painting, Hardwood

AVON OPEN HOUSE

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8
NOON - 4 P.M.

LOTS OF XMAS GIFTS

Stocking Stuffers » Great Prizes » Cash & Carry
57 HILL DRIVE « 905-505-0635

Tutoring Positions
Available

We Care Tutorial Services Inc.

Tutoring in the comfort of your own
home since 1977

For information call:
1-877-WCTS-INC (928-7462)

One of North America’s
largest financial
services companies
is expanding in this area.

If you desire a dynamic career with
excellent income potential,
call Ruth Greaves at

905-836-1555/1-888-240-4767

905-898-0127.

LOST NOV. 9TH AT
LESLIE X VANDORF
Jack Russell Terrier 14
yrs old male rough coat.
Please call 905-505-
1498

UPSCALE COFFEE SHOP

ON THE BEAN

OFFICE FOR RENT,
Yonge and Mosley
area. For more informa-
tion, call Telly at 905-
717-4073.

IN AURORA, P/T HELP

WANTED FOR WEEKDAYS
AND WEEKENDS

IDEAL FOR

| | HOME-MAKER OR

TINA’S

AESTHETICS

— @//zmﬂf .

RELAXATION ~ WELLNESS
PACKAGE:

Body Massage
European Facial

Manicure
$122

PACKAGE:

European
Facial
Deluxe Pedicure Deluxe Pedicure
Manicure
$92
(first time customers)
We use disposable plastic foot bath inserts.
By appt. 416-918-2028
*Tell a friend and receive $10 OFF your next visit.

A MATURE SEMI-
RETIRED PERSON.
A no pressure plt job
in a pleasant envi-
ronment. 10-20
hours a week. You
must be flexible and
available to be
scheduled between 7
a.m. - 5 p.m. through

M the week. Previous
PACKAGE: café service or food
LE_[] Wax preparation experi-

: ence is preferred.

Deluxe I_’edIDUI’B St.  Andrews mall
Manicure across  Foodland.
$83 Drop in/call/send
resumé. Tel (905)

713-1245, (905) 770-
4695, Fax (905) 770-
8247.

drain repairs
¢ new installations

Most available
after hours &
weekends

I

a
416.824.8823

CLEAN WITH CARE expe-
rienced efficient, thorough
home cleaning with an
added personal touch 905-
727-2353.

Maid
to Shine

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING
with a personal touch
o Serving Aurora for 8 yrs.
 Customized Services

* Same Professional
and Reliable Staff
o Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home
consultation
905-713-5636
Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

HUG

= USED BOOK

STORE

If you would like us to search
for a book visit us on-line at
www.auroran.com %ﬁ?
then click on thisicon =escsccee

Wellington Street East

corporations.

CRYSTAL
CLEANING

Cleaning Service
Commercial/residential
any day any time
FREE ESTIMATE

905-392-1589

SCRAP WANTED

I'.L PICK UPYOUR SCRAP

Cars and frucks at no charge, and

i some cases, pay you for te.
Alldeals negotiable

Call 905-751-3019

FOR SALE

GATEWAY TO AURORA
Prime business park development with frontage
on Highway 404. Zoned and draft plan approved.

Located within close proximity to several established

74.94 acres available in a preferred and strategic location
at the gateway into Aurora.

Wellington Street & Highway 404

Harrison Ave.

95 Edward Street
905-727-3300

Edward|St..

416.492.2000

For further information, please call:

a R & R Revisited Paul Finlayson, Gord Cook,
- Metcalfe st. | & 95 Edward Street, corner Newton Leung, jon Brohman
a/l S taj = of Harrison Avenue. Sales Representatives

paul.finlayson@colliers.com

Colliers Macaulay Nicolls (Ontario) Inc., Brokerage

COLLIERS

INTERNATIONAL

drywall repairs, inter-
lock repairs, caulking,
basement  cleanups,
basement renovations,
etc. Call Roy 289-231-
3157/905-476-8769

Flooring

Discontinued tems
Professional Installer

416-938-7712

+ Windows

+ Steel Doors

+ Porch Enclosures
+ Patio Doors
*Siding

+ Eaves

George (Aurora) 905-726-4349

HARRIS HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Professional Home Repairs & Renovations

RIS Ho
\ Y

(905) 716-2214

harrishomeimprovements@ hotmail.com
IMPROVEMENTS
Call For An Estimate

Carpentry - Decks & Fences - Professional Painting
Plastering * Ceramics - Flooring, Window &
Door Installations - Drywall & more...

RENOVATIONS DONE RIGHT

Serving York Region for over 10 years

Home or office we specialize in all
interior & exterior renovations

« Additions/Expansions « Flooring
« Basements « Painting
 Landscaping * Decks & Patios

Seniorsreceive a 10% Discount
call TODAY fora FREE QUOTE

Two Brothers General Contractors

905-727-3964

GARBAGE

REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish.
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

0773-8033

Year-Round Maintenance Company

LUXURY CAR FOR HIRE

Hire an Aurora based
CHAUFFEUR DRIVEN WHITE
JAGUAR SEDAN
for your wedding, airport transportation,
or a night out at your favourite restaurant.
Corporate accounts welcome.
Limousine comfort & service for taxi prices!

. 416-992-3811
e-mail: jaguar @sympatico.ca

You might not be able to do
everything at once, but you can
do everything in one place
« Fax Services
« Digital Printing & Copying
« Document Finishing
* Mailbox Rentals
« Courier Services
« Packaging Supplies & Services

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora
905-713-1632 Fax- 9057131633
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week.

CLASSES * SEMINARS+ WORKSHOPS « COURSES

INVESTMENT STUDY
GROUP meeting in
Aurora. Books required.
No fees. Educational
only. Call 905-751-6013

We offer lessons for adults and kids.
Learn the language and enjoy the culture .
AURORA DIGITAL Adult, Youth and children classes available Chela Villate
CAMERA CLUB. If Bring a friend and get Certified Adult teacher
interested, email 90584140441

10% off!

ible hours.

rob@auroraonline.com.
Indicate skill level, cam-
era and main topics of
interest.

STamsh o &

For people on the gol

info@spanishtogo.ca

I

HORSES * HORSES + HORSES

Learn How to Ride
- INDOOR & OUTDOOR ARENAS
- HEATED VIEWING LOUNGE
- CAMPS MARCH & SUMMER
SPRING LESSON
REGISTRATION

WES
905 713-9991

Woodbine Avenue & Aurora Road at 404

| www.wesequestrian.ca

DRAWING CLASS All
level small group
English and Chinese.
Call Yunhong at
905-713-3650
http://www.yhartstu-
dio.com

LEARN HOW TO DRAW & PAINT...

just like the Masters

+ beginners to advanced
+ongoing classes
« drawing & painting techniques
+ help students prepare portfolios for college and art school
* N artistic experience necessary
905-726-8883
Judy studied academic painting and drawing in
Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV.
mi.design@sympatico.ca

|

(*This section only) Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or go to www.auroran.com

| |

MUSIC SONGWRIT-
ING/PIANO lessons.
Over 15 years of expe-
rience at reasonable
rates. Call Robert at
647-284-0127
SWIMMING
INSTRUCTION By
Yvonne Cattrall, -
Masters World
Record holder, 43
years experience,
certified Red Cross
Instructor. Year round,
all levels, 3-4 maxi-
mum in class. 905-
841-3450.

PHD IN PHYSICS and
Mathematics. Private
tutoring — all levels.
Ready for tests, exams.
Valeriy 905-751-0914.

v

HAND DRUMMING

...for beginners

START DATE

Jan. 8/08

10 weeks - $100

Space is limited~please call to reserve
905-841-8565
Gift Certificates available

Watch Steve Miller's “Start Dancing” series
on ACI COMMUNITY TV - CABLE 10

Wed. - 4 p.m.
Thursdays - 8.30 p.m.
Saturdays & Sundays

3.30 am, 11 am & 10 pm.

Foxtrot, Waltz,
Rumba & Jive

FRI. JANUARY 18 - DANCE PARTY
ONE HOUR JIVE Dance Lesson
7 p.m. - midnight in the Aurora Legion Ballroom ($17)
Strict Tempo Music - Line Dances - Refreshments - Cash Bar - Door Prizes
Couples and Singles Welcome

ON-GOING CLASSES STARTED
Nov. 12th, 2007 for 6 weeks - Mon. at the Legion
Jive & Quick Step all levels
Beginners 8 p.m. - Intermediate 9 p.m. (Firstlevel s full for this series))

Email: Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca
Site: www.SteveMillerDance.ca

or call Steve Miller at 416-439-6557
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“Romy the
Red-Nosed Bichon”

ti’lemasger

an! . ) A
for € Kiesel 7, .."

Purchase over $1000.00** worth
g ﬁ of product and receive a FREE prepaid $25.00
Purchase over $500.00** worth Petro-Canada fuel card and a card to save 5 cents per litre on

of product and receive a FREE prepaid $25.00 your fuel purchases. (Value of card is based on 500 litres only. Average
Petro-Canada fuel card. consumer purchases estimate 3 months of use)

** Some conditions apply. Based on regular priced items. Please see store for details. ** Some conditions apply. Based on regular priced items. Please see store for details.

Ceramic Tiles o Porcelain Tiles o Mexican Tiles o Quarry Tiles

Natural Slate e Tumbled 1ark e e Travertine e [Limestone

Backsplash Tiles o ~ les o Glass Mosaics
SAVE UP TO

75% ON ALL
REGULAR STOCK
& CLEARANCE TILE

SALES & SERVICE & DELIVERY & |INSTALLATION* & SELECTION

BARRIE AURORA
79 Anne St. S. 125 Mary St.
70 5- 73 7.333 8 “Tile smarter with Tilemaster” 90 5-8 4 1 .2333
8:00 am - 5:30 pm 8:00 am - 6:00 pm
8:00 am - 8:00 pm 8:00 am - 9:00 pm

9:00 am - 4:30 pm 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Closed 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

tilemastercanada.com

Aurora Rd. (Wellington St. E.
1 1
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Bayview Ave.

Yonge St
Industrial Pkwy.S.
HWY 404
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