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ROWAN 
MEET THE EXPERTS
Refreshments • Demonstrations

New Products • Prizes 
Bring Your Questions 
for the Professionals

One-time part owner of the Aurora Tigers junior hockey team,
Aurora’s Bob Montgomery, left, now a resident at Resthaven,
shares a moment with Aurora’s Frank Klees Friday.

Auroran photo by Rob Schuetze

The show must go on
Even though he slipped on the ice Saturday, Dan Kuzmyk didn’t miss a beat. Flat on his back,
announcing the opening of a hockey event at the Aurora Community Centre, Dan kept the
microphone on and kept talking to the audience. Auroran photo by David Falconer

Klees blasts Liberals
for ignoring seniors

It wasn’t a big crowd of listen-
ers Friday at Aurora Resthaven,
but it was an enthusiastic one.

Front and centre was Aurora’s
Frank Klees, MPP for Oak Ridges,
and candidate for the Progressive
Conservatives in the new riding of
Newmarket-Aurora in the October
provincial election.

Klees was not overwhelmed

with Ontario’s budget, and called
the McGuinty government’s efforts
an “insult to residents of long-term
care homes and their families.”

Klees made the statement to
the small crowd at Mill Street’s
Resthaven, a 240-bed long term
care home, at a quickly-called
press conference.

Please see page 17

Town may help with
school’s renovations

Subject to further staff reports
and approval by council, Aurora’s
General Committee has approved
in principle sufficient funding in
the 2007 capital budget to com-
plete renovations of the Church
Street School.

Members of the Aurora
Historical Society want to convert
the school into a heritage centre,
complete with a museum.

In 2003, council approved an
agreement with the society to
become the sole tenant of the
Church Street School for a period
of 10 years with the option of two

additional five year terms.
The lease provided the society

would pay all operating costs of
the facility, would use the entire
facility as a heritage centre and
would provide public access and
space to the Leisure Services
Department.

In addition, the Society would
have the right to sublet space to
other organizations with the con-
sent of the town and management
committee provided 50 per cent of
any revenue from any such trans-
action would be contributed to the
Building Capital Fund.

The town would be responsible
for the replacement costs of the
exterior of the building and the
costs for heating, ventilation, and
air condition replacement costs
for the building and would provide
snow removal and grounds main-
tenance.

The agreement was amended
in 2005 to create a Historical
Society Capital Works Committee.

The terms of the agreement
were also extended from 20 to 40
years.

In 2006 council approved the

Please see page 19

Pet cat dies in Aurora
An Aurora family can be

added to the list of many across
Canada and the United States
whose pets have died after eat-
ing food prepared by a
Canadian manufacturer.

Menu Foods of Mississauga
manufactures cuts and gravy
dog and cat food for several

retail outlets under the store's
brand name.

Last week, the company
recalled 60 million containers of
its products but it was too late
for many families.

The Grayson family of
Cousins Drive purchased cat
food at the Aurora No Frills
store on a Friday and fed it to
Calico, their black and white
cat.

Saturday the family noticed
the cat was ill and this contin-
ued into Sunday.

By that time they had heard
about problems being experi-
enced by other pet owners after
their pets had eaten cat food.

In checking the food pur-
chased with the list of recalled
products, they found the food
had been included on the list
and planned to take Calico to
the vet Monday morning.

But it was too late. Before the
visit could happen, Calico had
stopped breathing.

Peter Grayson tried to con-
tact Menu Foods but the compa-
ny wasn't accepting calls.

Latest twist in this bizarre
story was a report that rat poi-
son had been identified in some
pet food.

The pet food industry in
Canada is largely self-regulated
and there is no government
body responsible for checking
that food for pets is safe for
their consumption.

A $60 million national class-
action lawsuit has been
launched in Ontario Superior
Court on behalf of pet owners
who purchased certain types of
dog and cat food.

Popular Aurora business-
man, Vic Priestly, above, was
honoured Wednesday night
at the 5th annual Community
Tribute Dinner presented 
by  Communi ty  L iv ing ,
Newmarket/Aurora District.
Dinner, at the Carrying Place
Golf & Country Club in King
Township, drew more than
200 people.

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer 
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COMING EVENTS IN AURORA
APRIL 20 to 22

Aurora Home Show, Aurora Community
Centre.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25
Aurora Horticultural Society presents an

"Aurora Urban Oasis-Aurora Arboretum" at the
Royal Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway
North, beginning at 8 p.m.

* * * *
Aurora Community Historica Heritage Fair at St.

Andrews College. From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. open to
students and schools and from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
open to the public.

SUNDAY, APRIL 29 
Piano favourites in the Hillary House Ballroom

with Recording Artist Carol Gibson at 2 p.m.
Tickets, which include light refreshments, are $15
and are available in advance by calling 905-727-
8991.

* * * *
Join authors Alisa Smith and J.B.MacKinnon as

they discuss their book "The 100-Mile Diet: A Year
of Local Eating" at the Seniors Centre from 2 to 4
p.m. presented by the Environmental Advisory

Committee. No admission charge. Pre-register by
calling Info Aurora at 905-727-8214.The committee
needs 150 registrants to make the event happen.

MAY 9 to 13
Marquee Productions presents the musical

"The Secret Garden" at the Newmarket Theatre at
7.30 p.m. with 2 p.m. matinees on May 12 and 13.
Call 905-713-1040 for tickets.

SUNDAY, MAY 13
Mother's Day Luncheon in the Hillary House

Ballroom at noon and 1.30 p.m. Menu includes
soup, fancy sandwiches and sweets. Tickets are
$15 per person in advance by calling 905-727-
8991.

SUNDAY, JUNE 3
Twelfth Annual Aurora Street Festival on Yonge

Street. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
JUNE 23-24

"More Musical Mayhem", a hilarious new musi-
cal review at the Factory Theatre with shows at 2
and 7:30 p.m. June 23 and a 2 p.m. matinee June
24, with part of the proceeds going to Breast
Cancer Research. Musical is directed by Irene Ilic
with choreography by Pat Wilson.

Aurora Opera Company is seeking 30 chil-
dren (ages seven to 12) to participate in the
main stage musical "Children of Eden" as ani-
mals and grandchildren in the children's cho-
rus. No participation fee, and no experience
necessary. Rehearsals Sunday afternoons to
April 20. Contact Aurora Opera Company at
keepsinging@look.ca.

* * * *
Until April 15, winter parking restrictions are

in effect and parking is prohibited on all streets
from 2 a.m. to 6 a.m. daily.

* * * *
The 3rd Aurora Scouting Group has spaces

available in Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and
Venturers. For registration information or to vol-
unteer call 905-726-2393 or 905-841-0556.

* * * *
Meet at Martha's Table, now in its second

season. Every Thursday from 11.30 a.m. to
1.30 p.m., you will find comfort food and a
sense of community at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church. A lunch of hot soup,
sandwiches, and dessert will be provided.

* * * *
Aurora Seniors present a movie night every

Tuesday from 6.30 to 8.30 p.m. Admission is $1
for members and $1.50 for guests.

* * * *
Aurora Agricultural Society meets the first

Monday of every month from 6.30 to 9 p.m. at
the Aurora Community Centre. New members
welcome. For more information, call 905-713-
6773, e-mail at info@aurorafair.ca, or visit
www.aurorafair.ca.

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday

evening at 6.30 p.m. at Gabriel's on Yonge
Street. New members welcome. For further
information, call 905-841-1352.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge

#148 meets the first and third Tuesday of each
month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street (south
of Wellington). For more information, call 905-
830-9205.

* * * *
Masons' Rising Sun Lodge meets the first

Thursday of each month at The Rising Sun
Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third

Saturday each month at 57 Mosley Street at
10.30 a.m. Coffee club at 9 a.m., lunch at noon.
Call 905-727-3032 or 905-727-1080.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous, every Tuesday

night, Trinity Anglican Church, Victoria Street,
7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Progressive Euchre every Thursday night.

Aurora Legion, 7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.
* * * *

Canadian Federation of University Women
has monthly meetings at the Aurora Legion
with a variety of speakers. Contact Beverley at
905-727-2151.

* * * *
Bid Euchre at the Legion, 1 p.m. every third

Sunday.
* * * *

York Regional Police Male Chorus is look-
ing for members from Aurora and area who
would like to volunteer by joining the choir.
Men, 16 years of age and older, are invited to
visit any Tuesday at 7.30 p.m. in committee
room B, York Region Administrative Centre,
17250 Yonge Street, Newmarket. For more
information, call volunteer chorus supervisor
Lowell McClenny at 905-727-9676.

* * * *
Queen's York Rangers free camps for boys

and girls, 12 to 18. Aurora Squadron runs
Friday evenings at the Aurora Armoury. For fur-

ther information, call 905-726-8600 any
Tuesday evening between 7 and 9 p.m.

* * * *
The Aurora Seniors Evergreen Seniors

Choir practice under the direction of Tom
Rainsford every Wednesday from 3.30 to 5.30
p.m. in the West McKenzie Hall of the Seniors
Centre.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28
Aurora Horticultural Society presents a

"Rhododendron Woods" at the Royal Canadian
Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North, begin-
ning at 8 p.m.

* * * *
Kids’ Gardening program, presented by the

Aurora Garden & Horticultural Society, for
youth, aged six to 13. One time registration fee
$10. Seven nights, continuing until November.
Registration from 6.15 to 6.30 p.m. Call 905-
727-6984 for further information.

THURSDAY, MARCH 29
Aurora Public Library presents “Beyond

Google”, from 6 to 7 p.m. Pre-register at the
adult information desk or phone 905-727-9493,
option 4. Mouse, keyboarding and basic web
navigation experience required.

* * * *
Aurora Chamber of Commerce Business

After Five event at Rowan Hardwood Floors,
569 Steven Court, Unit 1, Newmarket, begin-
ning at 5.30 p.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 30
Deadline for the Aurora Library's Second

Annual Poetry Contest for Teenagers to cele-
brate National Poetry Month based on the
theme Murmurs. There are two categories, one
for those in Grades 7 to 9 and the other for
Grades 10 to 12. For more information call 905-
727-9493.

THURSDAY, APRIL 5 
Easter Dinner at the Legion, includes an

Easter egg hunt, euchre, snooker and dancing.
$10 per person. For further information, call
905-727-9932.

TUESDAY, APRIL 10
Deadline for nominations for the Town of

Aurora Civic Awards and Citizen of the Year. To
learn more pick up a nomination package at
the Town Hall or Leisure Complex or call 905-
726-4762. Civic Awards take place June 6 at
7.30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11
Aurora Chamber of Commerce Business

After Five event at the Aqua Grill, Yonge Street,
beginning at 5.30 p.m.

THURSDAY, APRIL 12 
Aurora Seniors visit the Shaw Festival at

Niagara-on-the-Lake to see "Mac and Mabel"
by Jerry Herman. Cost is $103 for members
and $107 for non-members.

SUNDAY, APRIL 15
Sixth annual Bob Hartwell run, starts early

in the morning from the front of Wells Street
Public School. To register, visit
www.hartwellchallenge.com.

MONDAY, APRIL 16 
From 10 to 11 a.m. at the Aurora Library,

Eric Walters will do a writer's presentation for
students in Grade 7. He has written a number
of books for children and young adults.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18
Aurora Historical Society meets at Hillary

House with a Show and Tell and Pot Luck
Dinner at 6 p.m.

* * * *
From 10 to 11 a.m. at the Aurora Library,

Ange Zhang will do a writer's presentation for
students in Grade 6 and will discuss the writing
of his book about China.

APRIL 20-21
Aurora United Church Spring Rummage

Sale from 1 to 8 p.m. Friday, April 20, and 9
a.m. to noon on Saturday, April 21. For further
information, call 905-726-1648.

GIF Select featuring IncomePlus from

Manulife Investments – the first investment

solution of its kind in Canada!  IncomePlus

can provide you with:

• Predictable income guaranteed 

not to decrease no matter how

investments perform*

• Sustainable income to last at least until

the principal is completely repaid*

• Potentially increasing income with

bonuses and the opportunity to lock in

market gains

*Or until the contract reaches maturity or upon the death of the last
surviving annuitant. Provided withdrawal thresholds are not exceeded.

For more information,
please contact

ASK ME ABOUT INCOMEPLUS

FROM MANULIFE INVESTMENTS.

What's new, and 
turning retirement 

thinking on its head?

David B. Totten 
Senior Vice President, Wealth Advisor 

BMO Nesbitt Burns 
17310 Yonge Street, Suite 11 
Newmarket, Ontario 

(905) 830-4468 
email: david.totten@nbpcd.com 
Website: www.davidtotten.ca

® “BMO (M-bar roundel symbol)” is a registered trade-mark of Bank of Montreal, used under licence.
® “Nesbitt Burns” is a registered trade-mark of BMO Nesbitt Burns Corporation Limited, used under licence.
The Manufacturers Life Insurance Company is the sole issuer and guarantor of the Manulife GIF Select Contract. GIF Select,
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Advisory 
Group

Architectural Trim Moulding & Doors

Decorative Columns & Solid Wood Doors 

Tongue & Groove Paneling & Flooring 

Handrails & Pickets

Veneered Plywood & Melamine 

Kiln-Dried Pine, Oak, Maple, Cherry, Cedar 

www.royalwoodshop.com
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905-727-9561
14889 Yonge Street, Aurora

www.graystonesrestaurant.ca

Schnitzels
our

specialty

Aurora
Shopping

Centre 
merchants

A & F Hair Elite
*905-727-6212

Aurora Dry
Cleaners

*905-713-0095

Aurora
Alterations

*905-726-9242

Aurora Dollars
Discount

*905-841-2497

Aurora Salon
Secrets

*905-727-1044

Barrons
*905-841-5454

Beer Store
*905-727-4741

CIBC Bank
*1-800-465-

2422

Chris' No Frills

Clothing Outlet
*905-841-7652

Creative
Colours

*905-727-0552

La Vie Café
Deli

*905-713-6628

5 Below Jeans
& More

*905-841-7762

Fabulous Flicks
Video

*905-841-5768

Family Shoe
Repair

*905-841-8922

Gift Baskets &
More

*905-727-1683

Henry's Fish &
Chips

*905-727-8001

Karen & Tina's
Flowers

*905-727-9865

Kitchen
Accents

*905-841-0885

Knit Or Knot
*905-713-1818

Kodak Image
Centre

*905-726-4243

Legacy
Jewellery

*905-841-3065

Not Just Cards
Hallmark

*905-727-1547

Oakridge
Outfitters

*905-726-4063

Omar's Shoes
*905-727-9391

Regency
Variety

*905-727-6691

Sparkle
Pharmacy

*905-727-2322

Staples/Business
Depot

*905-713-0367

The Source by
Circuit City

*905-713-2783

Van De Ven Car
Wash

York Medical
*905-713-0404

Legacy Diamond 
Jewellers

WHERE OLD CAN BE NEW AGAIN

We can Customize and Redesign 
into New, Spectacular pieces 

Engagement & Anniversary Rings,

Wedding Bands and More...

905-841-3065

�
�

905-727-2322

ADVIL
IBUPROFEN 200mg 

72’s - 100’s 

IBUPROFEN 200mg 
50’s - 72’s

$8.99

$9.99
Sale ends Mar. 31/07

HOT NEW PRODUCTS & 
COLOURS FOR SPRING!

905-722-3249 1-888-RED-BARN WWW.REDBARNTHEATRE.CA

SHOES
Est. 1970

(905) 727-939114800 Yonge Street, Aurora Shopping Centre

WHERE GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT!

Our 37th

year in
Aurora

NEW COLOURS 
Perfect for standing around
all day and making a fashion
statement. Socks optional!

CLASSIC CROCHET
Colourful knit uppers, light &
flexible outsole & new decorative
label makes this boot perfect for
spring!

Wal-Mart project gets
committee approval

Two public planning meet-
ings later and, despite opposi-
tion, the Wal-Mart project in
Aurora is a “go”.

The application from Smart
Centre, which includes a Wal-
Mart at Highway 404 and
Wellington East, met with con-
siderable input from residents,
mostly in opposition and con-
cern for the development's
impact on the downtown core.

At the second public plan-
ning meeting last month,
council approved the bylaw
amendment in principle with
the amending bylaw being
scheduled for approval after
council had the opportunity to
review and approve the site
plan application.

At Tuesday’s general com-
mittee meeting, after consider-
able discussion, approval was
given to enacting the zoning
bylaw and authorizing the
Director of Planning to execute
the site plan agreement sub-
ject to a satisfactory review by
the Site Plan Committee for
the development.

Representing Smart
Centres, Prakash David sup-
ported the site plan which he
described as a high standard
design and a one-of-a-kind
Wal-Mart store, with consider-
able landscaping, walkways
and other public amenities.

He said the company was
anxious to proceed as they
would like to start construction
by May with completion by the
end of the year.

When asked if the site plan
agreement coming back to
council for approval would
affect the target date, he
replied that every week count-
ed and delays could mean the

loss of a construction year.
Councillor Wendy Gaertner

enquired about the request for
additional funds which had
been raised at the public 
meeting.

Mr. David replied that the
town had negotiated with
Smart Centres for a contribu-
tion to assist the downtown
core and the gateway feature
and any further negotiations
would have to be carried out
with Wal-Mart.

There were questions
about trees, lighting, parking,
and when the public would
have the opportunity to see the
plans.

It was pointed out that the
landscaping plan, approved by
Leisure Services, included 531
trees, 769 shrubs and 2,416

ground covers, grasses and
perennials.

It was pointed out that the
site plan was available on the
town's website and the concept
plans had been available for
the public to view at both public
meetings.

It was also noted that in
addition to a cash-in-lieu of
parkland payment of two-thirds
the value of the property before
the building permit stage, the
development will bring in about
$3 million in development
charges and $160,000 annual-
ly in municipal taxes.

Finally, after all the ques-
tions had been asked and
comments heard, many of
them repeats from the public
meeting, the staff report was
adopted.

SAVE 10%
with this ad on any purchase over $100
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Being bigger is not 
necessarily being better

A municipal tax revolt is brewing,
Taxpayers can feel it in the air;
Unless they soon get tax relief,
They'll move away in despair.

- Poor Richard's Scrapbook  

The new Aurora Council is facing a difficult chal-
lenge in preparing and approving a 2007 budget
which provides the services the people demand and
at the same time stays within the taxpayers' ability to
pay.

First of all, they are faced with an unreasonable,
unjust property assessment system.

A recent study revealed that a house bought 25
years ago for $90,000 would now be worth more than
$350,000.

At first glance the profit makes it look like a won-
derful investment, but it's a mixed blessing.

If the house is sold to buy a new home, the new
home will have increased in price at the same rate
and if they don't sell, their taxes will have increased
significantly as property taxes are based on assess-
ment at current market value.

Many seniors on fixed incomes who have no inten-
tion of selling and want to live out their days in their
home are finding it more and more difficult to pay their
property tax bill.

A tax cap, as suggested by Conservative Leader
John Tory, may help but it's a band aid measure when
a new assessment system is needed.

For some reason York Region has the reputation of
being a wealthy area as it is under funded by the
province for social, health and other services due to
its assessment base.

In addition, since 1998 the province has mandated
that regional taxpayers send approximately $85 mil-
lion a year, on average, to Toronto to assist the city in
paying its social assistance and social housing costs.

Next to police, it's the region's largest budget item.
There are many seniors and others in the region

living on a fixed income who may no longer be able to
afford to live here.

It's not just ever-increasing taxes in Aurora and the
region, either.

There are increases in water and sewer rates,
increases in fuel costs and hydro rates have soared.

It's hard to believe but back in 1959 the property
taxes on the average assessed home in Aurora were
about $210 and this had increased to just over $600
by 1975.

Today the average tax bill is close to $3,000.
During the 1990s there was a tax freeze for about

nine years as supplementary assessment caused by
new growth covered most of the increased expendi-
tures although some projects were deferred to future
budgets.

Although the tax freeze was welcome at the time, it
may have been false economy, as in the first six years
of the 2000s, there was a tax increase of nearly 50
per cent.

According to a study, Aurora had the second high-
est tax increase in York Region and the third highest
in the GTA.

Even with the tax increase, projects were deferred
to future budgets and reserve funds were being
depleted.

Due to lack of sewage and water capacity develop-
ment had slowed down resulting in lower than antici-
pated supplementary assessments.

Not only that but to pay back the debentures on the
new recreation complex, it is necessary to use the
development charges on 400 homes a year for the
next 10 years, or a total of 4,000 residential units.

If the housing market should slow down as it has

Two children in this 1933 photo have been identified, but we’re not sure exact-
ly where they are. One is Edith Anderson, who married John E. Sisman nine
years later, and the other is John’s youngest sister Mavis Sisman.The picture

was taken, of course, in front of the Aurora Public School, better known today
as the Church Street School. Recognize anyone else in the photo? If so,
please tell us.

A country lady goes to the city
To the editor,

About a month ago I
decided to venture into
the City of Toronto.

I had business in the
city and after that was
accomplished I decided
to park underground and
treat myself to lunch at
Montanas and some time
in a bookstore.

Now parking in the big
city has changed in the
last few years.

You now receive a
white chip after swiping
your credit card. You
keep the chip on you
while away from your car.

It was all Greek to me,
being the country chick
and all.

After two hours I
returned to the car park.
The deal was, you settled
up on the main floor so I
then swiped my credit
card after dropping the
white chip in.

The cost was $9.
I then looked at the

white chip which had fall-
en below on to a stain-
less steel trough and
debated “do I take it or
leave it here – dah?”

Since I am not a big
fan of reading instruc-
tions I left it!  

“Big Mistake!!!!”
Upon arriving down at

P2 (total desolation by
the way) I discovered I
did need that chip.

I parked my car again
and ran upstairs hoping
my chip would stil l be
there, but alas someone
had found my chip and

checked out for free!
Here is where the

story gets a little hairy.
I then tried to find an

attendant, which was dif-
f icult as these under-
ground car parks are
basically unmanned.

I pressed an intercom
button on the main box
and after a while he
appeared, “the punk that
failed Police Academy”.
He told me to ”go wait in
my car” as he was
attending to two others
who could not get any
chips out of the box.
When he finally came
back to me, I said, “look,
I am from the country
and I hate the city but I
did pay $9 upstairs. I just
forgot to take the chip.”

He said, “well, that
will cost you $5 extra
then.”

I gave him all the
change I had, $2.50, and
explained I hadn’t
worked in eight months
so “please, could you
give me a break,
buddy?”

“No siree! Come with
me, I have to verify that
you were on the video
camera.”

As he held me
hostage (without the
gun), refusing to speak
to my daughter on my
“pay as you go phone” he
searched and searched
for me on the video cam-
era to no avail. Finally
as my anxiety level had
maxed out I said, “okay,
what is it going to take to
get me out of here? Try

this card.” He respond-
ed, “well, ma’am, that will
be $5 for the lost chip
and another $15 for park-
ing.”

“Fine, let’s do it, I
have to be at a meeting.”

After signing my life
away he released me (40
minutes later!).

I am a very strong
woman but I was most
definitely terror ized by

this ordeal and ended up
with my lipstick up to my 
nose.

Estee Lauder, here I
come!

Moral of the story
“don’t forget your chip
and country gir ls just
shouldn’t head to the
city!”

Catherine MacGillivray
Aurora

recently in the United States and it is not possible to
meet the 400 units per year target, the shortfall will
have to be picked up on the tax bill.

Not only that but many of the town's roads and infra-
structure have reached life expectancy and will have to
be replaced as the projects can no longer be deferred

at an unknown cost.
While no one likes to be a pessimist, the situation

for seniors and others on a fixed income is serious and
some of the ever increasing tax increases must be
stopped, both at the local and regional level.

Being bigger isn't better!

More letters 
on pages 
6, 7 & 8
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We may or may not have a federal election in 2007.
However, we will be having a provincial election October

10 this year.
One of the interesting sidebars to the provincial election

will be the work of the Citizens' Assembly on Electoral
Reform.

This panel was formed by the provincial Liberals to look
at our first-past-the-post voting system and see if it should
be changed.

One hundred and three citizens - one from each riding -
- were selected at random by Elections Ontario from the
Permanent Register of Electors for Ontario. Every registered
voter was eligible to participate, with a few exceptions, such
as elected officials.

According to the Assembly website, "with the Chair, 52 of
the members are male and 52 are female. At least one
member is Aboriginal."

Following months of consultation and deliberation, the
Citizens' Assembly will announce their findings by May 15.

Should they recommend a new system, Ontarians will
have the opportunity to vote on their proposal in a referen-
dum to be held during next October's provincial election.

Any change to the existing system would require a 60 per
cent "super majority" and be endorsed by more than 50 per
cent of the ballots cast in two-thirds of the ridings.

Any voting changes would be in place for the 2011
provincial election.

The Citizens' Assembly regulation directs the Assembly
to consider eight principles and characteristics as it evalu-
ates electoral systems.

These principles include, legitimacy, fairness of repre-
sentation, voter choice, stable and effective government,
effective parliament, stronger voter participation, accounta-
bility and simplicity and practicality.

The regulation also allows the Assembly to consider any
other principles or characteristics it believes are important.

The citizen representative for the provincial riding of
Vaughan-King-Aurora (to become known as Newmarket-
Aurora after the electoral re-distribution that will take place
prior this October's election) is John Reston of Aurora.

According to the Citizens' Assembly website: "He and
Gerry Lapointe have been married for 49 years and have
four children (a daughter and three sons); and seven grand-
children. John says he was interested in taking part in the
Assembly because he "wanted to make a worthwhile contri-
bution to the community." A friend from his days at the
University of British Columbia was on the B.C. Citizens'
Assembly. John is a retired business owner, an avid golfer
and a member of a local golf club. He and Gerry enjoy fam-
ily gatherings, travel, and spending time maintaining and
improving their grounds and gardens."

I spoke to Mr. Reston by phone last week.
He told me Elections Ontario sent out 124,000 letters at

random to see who would be interested in serving on the
Assembly. This number kept getting whittled down, and in
the end, he was chosen as the ridings' representative.

He said he has voted in every election, and "that is a lot
as I am 75 years old, but that it never occurred to me the
process that I was using. I had not done anything for the
community for a long time, and since I had the time - I did
it."

And the process has been an "eye opener".
The first three months was basically the learning phase;

meeting every second weekend to learn about the various
voting systems employed throughout the world.

The second phase was the consultation phase, in which
41 public meetings were held around the province and inter-
ested parties made submissions. The last phase, the delib-
eration stage, began in February and will finish by the end

Inside Aurora
By Scott Johnston

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

Sheppard's Bush.
Those two words conjure up images of soccer fields,

trails, wildlife, the enormous looping detour of Industrial
Parkway…

…and pancakes.
You see, every year at this time, hardwood trees across

eastern Canada start waking up from their long winter naps.
Kind of like attendees at an Aurora Council meeting when

the mayor announces "meeting adjourned".
In certain types of trees, and most especially in maples,

precious nutrients that were stored in their roots in the Fall
start travelling up the trunks to fuel new growth.

Occasionally, this liquid oozes out of cuts in the bark.
Somewhere in history, a brave First Nations person, I

expect on a dare, sampled the disgusting-looking goop
seeping out of some tree wound, and discovered it was pret-
ty tasty.

I'm sure no one believed him at first. I know I wouldn't.
But eventually, by the time the Europeans arrived, it was

common knowledge, and soon they, too, had latched onto
the idea.

In no time, late winter hardwood forests were festooned
with sap buckets, attached to little spikes hammered into the
trees.

The collected sap was then boiled in big pots to concen-
trate the sugars.

The result was maple syrup. Real maple syrup. Not the
lab-created, chemical-based, synthetic maple syrup-like
substitute you see so often.

Today, maple syrup is a part of what makes us Canadian,
like finishing our sentences with "eh", and not being able to
name more than five Prime Ministers.

While being stabbed repeatedly might seem like a draw-
back for the trees, they do store a lot of sugar, so limited tap-
ping does not hurt them, and unlike liposuction, does not
make them any thinner.

And as an added bonus, their value as syrup producers
meant that over the years not all of the forests were cut down
in the way of progress.

One such stand that was spared the axe is Sheppard's

Bush.
Here, right in the heart of Aurora, is a great example of

the type of mixed hardwood forest that supports maple sugar
production.

In fact, until recently, there were demonstrations of tap-
ping there every spring.

Today, although the tapping in Sheppard's Bush has been
discontinued, the tradition of dousing pancakes with warm
maple syrup has not.

For the next two weekends, our local Lions will once again
be setting up their trailer in Sheppard's Bush, from which
they will offer breakfasts of pancakes smothered in syrup (or
syrup with pancakes in it, for those who really want a sugar
rush).

And best of all, you get to eat outside.
I know; it all sounded good til that "eat outside" part.
But trust me, eating outdoors actually adds to the experi-

ence.
It's cool, but not cold. Sure you should dress warmly, but

it's only pancakes, not a 12-course meal, so it won't take you
too long to eat.

And it's a great time of year. With the weather warming
and the days longer, Aurorans are emerging from hiberna-
tion.

Better yet, we're emerging from hibernation before the
mosquitoes, so swatting (another great Canadian tradition,
by the way), is not required while you're eating - unless, of
course, the dog tries to swipe a pancake when you're not
looking.

It's a great chance to be outdoors without a snow shovel
in your hands, sit at a picnic table and catch up with your
neighbours, admire the beauty of the forest, walk the dog,
and let the kids run around and burn off any of the maple
syrup they managed to ingest, rather than smear all over
themselves.

And while it may be an indulgence, it is only once a year.
Well, maybe twice, if you go both weekends.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:
machellscorners@gmail.com

Lions in winter

Front Porch
Perspective
By Stephen Somerville 

Studying the election system
of April. The Assembly will then submit its recommendation.

They have reviewed - in detail - two voting systems, the
Mixed Member Proportional (MMP) system and the Single
Transferable Vote (STV).

The MMP system really is comprised of two layers. Some
MPPs are elected riding by riding using the existing scheme
and other MPPs are chosen according to a political party's
popular vote from lists provided by the parties and not direct-
ly accountable to one area.

In the STV system, a preferential vote is employed.
Instead of having 103 constituencies (soon to become 107
constituencies - to mirror the federal riding boundaries), the
ridings are set up as larger districts, say 20 districts with five
seats in each district.

The winner needs to reach a certain percentage of the
vote. If the top place finisher does not reach the quota, the
bottom place finisher drops out and his second preferences
are allocated. This process continues until the first place
winner achieves the quota.

The Assembly will decide which of the two voting sys-

tems they like, and then compare it to the existing first-past-
the-post system.

I asked Mr. Reston if he had a personal voting preference.
He politely declined to answer; stating that as a member of
the Assembly it would not be right for him to comment.

I am looking forward to the Assembly Report.
I believe Aurorans owe Mr. Reston a debt of gratitude for

his contribution to furthering our democracy.
On a different note: by the time that you read this column,

the Quebec provincial election will have already taken place.
This will not stop me today (March 23rd), however, from a
favourite past time - making electoral predictions.

I hope I am wrong on this one: PQ wins 54 seats, Liberals
win 52 seats and the ADQ wins 19 seats.

You heard it here first (okay, last). And by the way, the
Leafs will win the Cup this June!

Next Week: My thoughts on voting systems.

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com



BRICKBATS (submitted) to those "animal lovers" who
not only do not pick up after their pets but allow
them to do their duty right in the middle of the

walkways. Let’s keep our Sugarbush clean.

BOUQUETS to Robert Ryan for his excellent letter to The
Auroran regarding the access and exit from the
south and north shopping centres on Murray Drive,
especially the right-in, right-out for the south plaza,

which few motorists observe. Close it or make it a four-way
intersection and eliminate the stop sign to the west.

BRICKBATS to council for even considering allowing the
Economic Development Advisory Committee to
comment on a planning application prior to the

public planning meeting, as the public comes first. After the
public and the applicant have their say, council and commit-
tees can comment and make a decision.

BOUQUETS to our neighbouring municipality to the
north, as the Town of Newmarket was awarded the
Economic Development Council of Ontario top
marketing award for the their 2005/2006

Community Report. The municipality was recognized as
Best in Class out of the 190 submissions.

BRICKBATS to the Aurora Post Office for returning a sur-
vey card twice addressed to Newmarket-Aurora
MP Belinda Stronach in Ottawa to the sender,

even though the card clearly stated "No Postage
Necessary".

BOUQUETS to the staff of Aurora Resthaven for their
presentation and petition to the provincial govern-
ment asking for more funding.

BRICKBATS to Defence Minister Gordon O'Connor and
Chief of Staff Rick Hillier for travelling to
Afghanistan on separate planes just one day

apart at taxpayers' expense. Don't they speak to each other?

BOUQUETS to Natasha Holland and Alice Sandiford of
Regency Acres Public School for having their love-
ly, long locks cut off so the hair could be donated to
make wigs for the Childhood Cancer Foundation.

BRICKBATS to the federal government for even consid-
ering spending $170 million on a pilot project to
reduce government waste. The project, estimat-

ed to take three years, would result in five federal depart-
ments sharing administration services and technology sys-
tems. Waste and more waste.

BOUQUETS to the Region of Halton for telling the provin-
cial government that it will slow development and
not meet the population targets set out by the
province in its Places to Grown Plan, unless the

province finds a way to help local government pay for it.York
Region should do the same!

BRICKBATS to the RCMP for spending $25,000 to hire a
communications consultant to help former
RCMP Commissioner Giuliano Zaccardelli pre-

pare for his participation in the Arar inquiry. Why is it neces-
sary to spend money to tell the truth? 

BOUQUETS to Adrienne Seggie and her family for walk-
ing from Hamilton to Ottawa to push for tougher
penalties for street racers. Queen's Park has prom-
ised tougher legislation but so far no action has

been taken, in spite of a Private Member’s bill by MPP Frank
Klees.

BRICKBATS to the Group 4 Securicor, an armoured
truck firm in Hamilton, who fired two security
guards following an armed robbery with

$90,000 stolen. The guards want their jobs back and they
should get them.
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we know you want
real service from real people.

statefarm.ca • State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
Canadian Head Office: Scarborough, Ontario

That’s State Farm®. Don’t trust just anyone
to insure your car, see me.

Peter Virtanen, CLU
220 Industrial Parkway South
Aurora, ON L4G 3V6
905.727.8400

P02032CN 04/02

For all your Auto, Home and Life insurance needs see State Farm Agent. 

PETER VIRTANEN, CLU
220 Industrial Pkwy S. Unit 37 
(Across from Aurora Hydro) 

905-727-8400

That’s State Farm® Don’t trust just anyone
to insure your car, see me.

By DICK ILLINGWORTH

Much of Aurora
“non-Christian”,
writer maintains

Homeyra (May) Khorshid
Sales Representative 

HomeLife/Bayview 
Realty Inc. Brokerage

#1 Office in Canada

Bus: 905-889-2200

Cell: 416-669-4243

hkhorshid@trebnet.com

MAY I HELP “YOU”?

To the editor,

The other day my
youngest daughter asked
if I have always been
happy.

I responded that I had
my various days of con-
cerns over the years but
being positive and happy
was always a sense and
part of my life.

Coming from a positive
base rather than always
focused on the possible
negatives has always
been part of my psyche.

Recently, I was doing
some office cleaning and
ran into a Psychology
Bulletin from the
University of California on
the research of Happiness
which studied 225 other
studies and 275,000 par-
ticipants as well as some
lab research on the sub-
ject, which was summa-
rized in Alive Magazine by
Galina Pembroke.

After that question I
went back to read the arti-
cle again.

“Happiness was
described as frequent
positive moods and emo-
tions.” Characteristics of
happy, positive people
such as smiles, being
approachable and laugh-
ter boosts ones immune
system, reduces stress
hormones, enhances cre-
ativity and reduces blood
pressure, according to the
study.

While happiness can’t
stop illness it does provide
a better environment in
the body to fight serious
conditions as well as sup-
ports efforts to overcome
illness. One of the key fac-
tors in the study suggests
that it is hard to accept
happiness if we do not like
or trust ourselves.

In fact, self-esteem is
an essential element to
being happy.

Our local politicians
could learn from this.

Happiness outranks
any income or age, it
noted.

Self-motivated happy
workers are less likely to
show burnout, display
absenteeism and engage

Don’t worry...be happy

To the editor,

I am writing in regard to
Evelyn Buck's letter (or
should I say "sermon") on
ethics in the March 13 edi-
tion of The Auroran.

I wasn't sure whether to
laugh or cry when I read
Mrs. Buck's letter outlining
what she learned from "The
Master".

In addition to continuing
her long established pattern
of overbearing arrogance
and her "I know what's best
for everyone" attitude, she
clearly demonstrates why
we should separate Church
and State.

In the many years she
has lived (and served pub-
licly) in Aurora has Mrs.
Buck failed to notice that a
significant proportion of the
population of Aurora is now
non-Christian?

While her reliance on
Christian teachings may
well work for her in her pri-
vate life, it would seem to
me that a more broadly
based and inclusive Code of
Ethics would be more
appropriate and perhaps
less offensive to those who
may not share her faith.

Barry Dantizc 
Aurora

in retaliatory or hurtful
actions.

Happy workers also
outperformed their
gloomy peers.

A happy person’s com-
ments and suggestions
more likely stay with us,
the research found.

Trusting in a higher
authority such as God
also plays a positive role
for one’s happiness.

It allows those with
faith to share their bur-
dens with their creator.

The study continues to
suggest that happy peo-
ple are more likely to get
married, stay married
longer and if they divorce,
get married again.

Happiness seems to
attract people and part-
ners into one’s life.

It noted that happiness
does encourage success
but success does not
always encourage happi-
ness.

Volunteers are in gen-
eral happy people and get
great encouragement and
happiness from their vol-
unteer work.

As I noted, the study
must have been rather
comprehensive.

However, I do believe
strongly that some small
percentage of people are
having difficulty being
happy through chemical
or biological dysfunctions
in their body. Yet through
our modern medical
teams and medicine one,
too, has an opportunity to
change oneself into a
happy person and live a
positive life.

Now, I am sure that we
are not speaking about

times where we lose
loved ones or share some
trauma and are experi-
encing a time of grief and
tears, which, to me, is
also good and healthy to
go through.

Mourning can be a
process of happiness and
share the positive joy and
years that one experi-
enced with that person
even if it was a short life.

The life of Canadian
Terry Fox and so many
other young people come
to mind and today we cel-
ebrate their life with hap-
piness in doing good with
fond memories.

To sustain happiness

one needs to learn to
love.

We, as humans, need
allies and friends. We
need proponents and not
opponents.

It is inherent that we
all live for something
worthwhile.

We are people of hope
in a common search for
peace, joy and happi-
ness.

It is not in a happy
nature to criticize and
condemn but rather sug-
gest and propose for the
common good.

Marten Mol
Aurora 



AURORAN, Week of March 27, 2007 - 7

Letters to the Editor

Just call Karen for an
appointment at
905-727-6551
14845 Yonge Street 

Hunters Gate Plaza, Aurora

EUGENIE’S HAIR CARE 

Cut, Style,
Colours & Perms...

and a 
Tanning Bed Too!

Come and relax.

In Timbits Hockey, learning to laugh and make friends 

goes hand in hand with developing the skills of the

game. It’s the perfect way to ensure young boys and

girls get off to a good start in this great game.

Tim Hortons is proud to support the kids who play

Timbits Hockey in Aurora.

14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 
Mosley St. at Victoria St., Aurora 

(905) 727-5011

From Palms to the Passion 
Raise a palm, hear a voicescape, and 
be moved by the Passion story.
Sunday, April 1, 10:30 a.m.

A Service of Tenebrae 
Watch the light fade and the dark rise 
as we follow an ancient tradition.
Wednesday, April 4, 7:30 p.m.

Maundy Thursday Worship 
Be among seekers in this intimate service 
marking the Last Supper.
Thursday, April 5, 7:30 p.m.

Our Minister: The Rev. Matthew McKay

Begin your journey through Holy Week...

To the editor,

This letter is to Aurora’s
irresponsible dog owners
(you know who you are!).

Recently I had an alter-
cation with two men out-
side of my daughter's day-
care at St. Jerome School.

The men had their dogs
off the leash and I
approached them asking
them to put the leash back
on and pointed out they

were directly in front of a
school/daycare and were
being very irresponsible
and endangering the chil-
dren.

They told me that the
dogs were good dogs and
they would do whatever
they wanted to.

I then said that dogs are
unpredictable and anything
could happen when around
children or strange people
that they don't know, even

though they think their dog
could never hurt anyone.

I advised them that I had
seen them previously with
the animals unleashed and
that I had called the Town
of Aurora in the past and
Animal Control to patrol the
area.

They yelled at me to go
ahead and call the Town
because they don't care.

I said I would be watch-
ing them and calling the

Town again and they just
became beligerent and
more rude with me. One of
the men is a previous can-
didate for Town of Aurora
council who obviously has
no regard for our bylaws
and I, for one, am glad he
didn't win a seat!

As I walked out of the
daycare after picking up my
child, they whistled and
waved and taunted me
from the schoolyard with

their dogs still unleashed,
which just indicated their
lack of regard for the citi-
zens, and mostly the chil-
dren of Aurora.

Let's work together for

the safety of our communi-
ty to get these people and
others caught and fined!! 

K.L. White
Aurora

Unleashed dogs threat to children

6 Months 
NO interest 

NO PaymentsSome dog owners inconsiderate: reader
To the editor,

I must say how disgusted I
am with some dog owners in
my area!

I live in a newer area of

Aurora and like to walk my dog
down the east side of Bayview.

With the warmer weather
we have been having lately,
the melting snow is revealing
how lazy some of these 

people are.
I have just returned back

from a walk with my dog and
had to watch his step con-
stantly along the way!

As a dog owner, I make

sure that I pick up my dog's
poop every time.

It annoys me that others
do not feel that they should
have to pick up after their own
dogs.

Are that that lazy or just
plain inconsiderate?

These people don't
deserve pets as they are quite
clearly incapable of looking
after them.

They also ruin a nice walk
for others.

I hope that these people
read this letter because they
know who they are.

Start picking up after your
dogs, people, it's considerate
and it's the law.

Responsible
dog owner
Aurora

This reader learned how
to handle shredded paper
To the editor,

Last week I also put out a
bag of shredded paper in a
clear plastic bag.

The truck took all my
newspapers, bottles, etc.,
but left the shredded paper.

Just like the other “long
time resident” of Aurora (let-
ter, Auroran, March 20), I
was very surprised.

The recycle truck has
been taking the shredded
paper for years.

I called York Region and
talked to a waste manage-
ment person who explained
that shredded paper has
always been unacceptable
for recycling.

For the last month this
policy has been enforced by
York Region waste manage-
ment services.

It was explained to me
that the reason for not
accepting shredded paper is
that it gums up the recycling
equipment.

York Region further
explained that shredded
paper can be dropped off at
the Woodbine and Davis
Depot on May 12 and 26
from 10 a.m. to 3.30 p.m.

So save your paper and
drop it off on these days.

I then asked York Region
if there were going to be
more drop days in the
months of June, July and
August.

He said that they are dis-
cussing the possibility of
more days.

Starting in September,
green boxes will be coming
to Aurora and York Region.
You will then be able to put
your shredded paper in
these green boxes.

Ray Matsalla
Aurora

Questions
the chain
To the editor,

I have seen a number of
pictures recently that have
featured our new mayor wear-
ing her chain of office at char-
ity events or while meeting
with members of the commu-
nity.

Is she doing this to remind
herself and others that, in fact,
she is the mayor?

It takes much more than a
symbolic chain of office.

To earn the right to lead, it
requires a demonstration of
leadership.

I suspect she is seeing
now, how easy it is to throw
the rocks compared with
being held accountable for her
actions or, in this case, inac-
tion.

I can hardly wait to see Bill
Hogg's 200-day review.

What a truthful and factual
account.

S. Lee
Aurora
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905-726-4335

Mortgagee   Financingg 
Yes YOU can get a Mortgage  even if the           

Bank Turned YOU Down
Debt Consolidation Equity Take out

Equity Line of Credit      Purchase or Refinance

Let US show YOU how to make your 
Mortgage TAX DEDUCTABLE

Of Northwood Mortgage Ltd

15085 Yonge Street Aurora Ont L4G1M3
WALK IN’s WELCOME
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Greg Foster
905-717-6707

Bathroom 
& Kitchen Accessories

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Call me if you would like 
a second opinion on your

RRSP & Investment strategy.

Stephen Forsey CIM FCSI
Investment Representative

JONES, GABLE & COMPANY
LIMITED (Member CIPF)

905-726-9343www.jonesgable.com 

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora L4G 6W8 
Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037

Directors:
Brent Forrester - Laura Windover - Rich Kroeger - Gena Maher - Taylor Brown 

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

®

He wonders about councillor’s word
To the editor,

Re. "Hard to keep Ev
down: Kroon",
"Councillor said she
wouldn't write letters",
"Letters to the Editor,
The Auroran, Week of
March 20.

"I shall heretofore con-
fine my efforts to my blog-
ging boudoir. I realize not
everyone is wired but if
our editor spots some-
thing he thinks might be
of interest to Auroran

readers, it shall be
yours."

These were the very
words written by Evelyn
Buck back in January,
2007, in both a "final"
Letter to the Editor in The
Auroran, and on her web-
site blog.

Two letters written to
the editor in the previous
edition of The Auroran
would seem to beg the
question as to why she
didn't keep her word.

I wondered the same
thing, as Ms. Buck's

"final" letter was written in
response to a letter I
wrote challenging her
assessment of the new
Aurora Council, and their
ability to govern based on
respect and teamwork.

Ms Buck does, howev-
er, leave the door open,
by inviting the Editor of
The Auroran to reprint
any of Ms. Buck's blog
entries if he feels they are
"of interest".

I can only guess that
this must be the case,
that the Editor of The

Auroran has taken it upon
himself to reprint her lat-
est entries, as I'm sure
Ms Buck, who spends a
considerable amount of
time preaching of her eth-
ical ways, would never go
back on her word - espe-
cially a word she gave in
print.

Or, perhaps, I'm just
too naive to believe that a
politician would ever be
less than truthful...

I'm sure we'll all find
out the truth in this edition
of The Auroran.

I expect Ms. Buck will
have a response issued,
either through an "editor-
chosen reprint", or by her
own entry, if she chooses
to disclose why she has
broken her self-imposed
blog exile.

Two other unrelated
questions while I'm on the
keyboard:

To Belinda Stronach:
Ms Stronach, do you feel
your photo ad, showing
you in the Parliament
chamber posing a ques-
tion from May, 2006
regarding wait times,
really shows you to be the
"strong voice" you claim
to be for our community?
Really. If "Speaking up for
our healthcare" means

asking a weak question
almost one year ago, then
I hope you never choose
to become "silent for our
healthcare".

To Bill Hogg: Re.
"Reviewing new council
performance", Letter to
the Editor, The Auroran,
Week of March 20, 2007;
Mr. Hogg, did you pick the
Indianapolis Colts to win
the Superbowl on
Monday, Feb. 5th?

Just wondering.

Matt Maddocks
Aurora

ED. NOTE: The editor
has not removed any-
thing from Ms Buck’s
“blog”...yet.

There’s a bigger audience 
in The Auroran, Buck says
To the editor,

Nigel Kean deserves to
be promptly pricked by a
two-pronged prod in a
prominent par t of his
anatomy.

Let all here present
note that I am resisting
the temptation. It is
against my ethics to kick
a man when he is down.
Even when he is begging
for it.

LeeAnn Keller takes
the time to count the num-

ber of times I used the
personal pronoun in my
letter to suggest I might
have an ego.

Let there be no doubt,
LeeAnn.

If you show me a prac-
tising politician without an
ego, I will show you a
consummate actor.

George Hervey, Hugo
Kroon and Mar ten Mol
offer convoluted disserta-
tions, the meanings of
which entirely escape me.

Of them all, not one

offers a challenge to my
contention that ethics are
a personal matter.

If a person seeking
public office needs to
have a document spelling
out desirable conduct in a
position of trust, then they
are clearly lacking in a
singularly impor tant
attribute  needed for the
job and should not be
elected.

I did say I would con-
fine my communications
to my blogging boudoir.

That was then. This is
now.

I post a blog several
times a week. I thorough-
ly enjoy doing it.

But I miss the broader
stage and the footlights
The Auroran provides.

Therefore, I have
changed my mind.

I will write to my friend,
the editor, whenever I
please.

Evelyn Buck
Aurora

Temperance and Reuben corner
is a dangerous intersection
To the editor,

After being almost run
into at the intersection of

Temperance and Reuben
Streets many times during
the past few months, I would
like to point out the danger of

a two-way stop on a street of
four-way stops.

North-south traffic on
Temperance Street must

stop at every intersection
and Reuben is the only
east-west street that does
not have stop signs at
Temperance.

Obviously, most
motorists travelling north or
south think that anyone
going east or west on
Reuben must also stop and,
if they are first at the inter-
section, take the right of way
when another vehicle
comes into the intersection.

Now, when I turn onto
Reuben Street from Yonge, I
approach this intersection
with extreme caution.

W. Russell
Aurora

Reader aggravated
by this intersection
To the editor,

Re: Murray/Mosaics
intersection

I am so pleased to
read the recent letters
and to learn that others
are also aggravated
when entering and exit-

ing this intersection.
I  l ive on Mosaics

Avenue and cannot
understand why we don't
have a direct
entrance/exit off Murray
Drive onto our street.

This is something that
has bothered me ever
since I moved here.

I  have exper ienced
many close cal ls with
dr ivers who appear

unaware that cars from
Mosaics Avenue also
have to use this road-
way.

I am truly grateful that
no ser ious accidents
have occurred, but I do
believe it is only a mat-
ter of time before two
cars collide.

D. A. Massey
Aurora

Spring brings
out the junk
in Aurora
To the editor,

With spring comes the
clean-up.

I regularly walk west on
McLelland from Brookside to
Bathurst.

The melted snow has left a
huge amount of plastic and
glass bottles, cans, cardboard,
and paper along the sidewalks.

This, I am sure is indicative
of all our streets in town.

So sad.Big clean-up ahead.

Bill Hack
Aurora 



If you fit into one of these 
categories and have not been 

contacted by us,
Please call

905-853-4645

New to the community?

Expecting a baby

at your house?

Newly Engaged?

New Business/

Professional?

A Civic minded

Business interested 

in sponsoring 

Welcome Wagon?

Please call
1-866-873-9913

FAIRLAWN PAINTING
RESIDENTIAL - INTERIOR & EXTERIOR - FAUX FINISHES

SPRING SPECIAL 
PAINTED FRONT DOOR & GARAGE DOOR

(SINGLE OR TWO CAR GARAGE) 
-INCLUDES PAINT

(1 COLOR TRIM – 1 COLOR FRONT & GARAGE DOORS) 

$350.00
ASK US ABOUT

 STAINING DECKS AND FENCES

CALL TODAY
416-543-1624 

SERVING THE AURORA COMMUNITY

Helping Business and Individuals
minimize tax for over 30 years. 

van Nostrand & Partners 
Professional Corporation

Certified General Accountants

It’s tax time!

905-727-8046 ext. 21 
15054 Yonge St., Aurora (Yonge and Reuben)

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Aurora, Ont. — The talent-
ed stylists at Aurora’s Yellow
Orange Salon and Spa 
continue to wow the judges 
at Canada’s most prestigious
national hair styling competi-
tions. Stylist Lana Vaisbrod,
acclaimed for her 
fashion-forward hair designs,
has been named a finalist in
the prestigious Contessa
2007 Newcomer of the Year
awards and the 2007
Canadian Hairdresser Mirror
competition, the beauty indus-
try’s equivalent to Hollywood’s
Golden Globe awards.

In Montreal, Yellow Orange
Salon & Spa owner Jeffery
Andrew Barkley, who compet-
ed in the 2002 World Hair
Championships in Las Vegas

and 2004 in Milan, out-styled
40 competitors from coast to
coast to take first place in the
Allied Beauty Association’s
na t i ona l  compe t i t i on ,
Canada’s most elite beauty
exhibition.

“We are pleased to be 
recognized for all our hard
work on behalf of our clients,”
says Mr. Barkley, owner of the
salon that has become
Aurora’s most popular since
opening in May, 2005. “It’s
important to stay on the cut-
ting edge of what’s hot in hair
in order to produce a timely
look unique to each of our
clients.”

Last week, Yellow Orange
stylists also worked their
magic on the hair of  Hibebe

fashion’s models for a show at
Toronto’s Lobby Lounge night-
club during L’Oreal Fashion
Week.

Stay tuned for more Yellow
Orange kudos as innovative
stylists Giancarlo Cornacchia
and Jennifer Kasper compete
April 1 in the Allied Beauty
Association’s provincial com-
petitions in Toronto. During the
conversation with Jeffery he
did express his interest in
searching for one more mem-
ber to complete his team.

Yellow Orange Salon and Spa
15117 Yonge St. (just south
of Yonge and Wellington Sts.) 
Aurora, Ont
(905) 726 8141
Salon@yelloworange.ca

Award-winning stylists at Aurora’s Yellow Orange 
Salon & Spa compete on the cutting edge 

Advertisement

Briefly

Pinsent? Maybe
There’s a chance Gordon Pinsent will be in

Aurora April 9.
He has been asked to appear at the Aurora Film

Circuit’s showing of "Away From Her", the Sarah
Polley directed film that has been garnering rave
reviews and media buzz. Pinsent is probably best
known for his role in “Due South” and his many
appearances on the Red Green Show. If he shows,
he would answer audience questions after the film.
Also of note that night, a portion of the funds raised
will be donated to the Canadian Alzheimer Society,
and, the screening will be coupled with a showing of
Oscar Winning animated short, "The Danish Poet."

Tickets are still available at R & R Revisited and
the Aurora Public Library.

Still climbing
Booth rentals for the 12th annual Aurora Street

Festival June 3, topped the 400 mark last week, and
committee members have no doubt the event will sell
out.

There are about 550 booth spaces available
along the route which closes Yonge Street from
Wellington to Murray for six hours the first Sunday in
June.

Wanna play ball?
The Aurora Ladies Softball league is looking for

players 18 and over.
Games are played Wednesday nights at the Town

Park in a competitive/recreational League.
If you’re interested call Trudy Berseth at 905-727-

4683 or Sheila Tipton 905-727-8285.

Pancakes
The Aurora Lions Club will once again host pan-

cake breakfasts in Sheppard’s Bush this year.
This Saturday and Sunday, they will be serving

from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., and next weekend - the Easter
weekend - they’ll operate three days, the 6th, 7th
and 8th.

And, on Easter Sunday, they’re planning an
Easter Egg hunt.

Park in the lot at the end of Industry Street, just
south of Mary Street.

Model railroad
To the scores of people who responded to last

week’s Auroran story on model railroading, featuring
Earle Lepofsky, please be advised he is currently on
holiday.

When he returns, he will be in touch with each of
you, to either thank you for your comments or dis-
cuss with you the possibility of beginning a model
railroad club in Aurora.

Day care centre issue
may be near conclusion

Negotiations over rent
fees between Aurora and
York Region
Neighbourhood Services,
operators of the
Crescentbrook Day Care
in the Jack Woods farm-
house have been ongoing
for some time and it final-
ly looks as if they had
reached a conclusion.

In a letter to the munic-
ipality, the agency
advised they are prepared
to operate the childcare
program beyond March 31
but only on a clear under-
standing they would no
longer pay rent after that
date until a new service
plan is in place or until
reasonable notice of clo-
sure can be provided to
families.

The original five-year
lease between the town
and the agency expired in
the fall of 2006 and the
full rent as stipulated in
the lease up to and
including March 31 has
been paid.

During the period, the
agency has operated the
childcare centre at a sig-
nificant loss and can no
longer continue to so, offi-
cials said.

Agency officials said
the rent required in the
past lease was beyond
the capacity of the service
to pay and significantly
exceeded rates paid by
similar programs in other
municipal and publicly-
owned facilities.

It was also pointed out
that Aurora has a growing
and critical need for not-
for-profit licensed child-
care and suggested
arrangements be made to
use other town-owned
facilities that could be
made available in a more
appropriate and cost-
effective setting.

Back in 2001 council
advertised for interested
parties to enter a lottery
for a daycare facility 
at the Jack Woods 
farmhouse and a random
draw took place in July

that year.
It resulted in the town

entering into an agree-
ment with York
Neighbourhood Services
for the lease of the prop-
erty at an annual rental
rate of $26,400.

In 2004, the agency
met with council to review
the financial operations of
the facility and consider
options to reduce the
cost.

That resulted in a
report to council in 2005
recommending a reduc-
tion in the rental rates
from $26,400 a year to

$5,480  which was
received by council as
information, but fur ther
information was sought.

Staff members have
continued to meet with
agency representatives
and, as a result of the last
meeting, the letter from
the agency was received.

Councillor Evelyn Buck

questioned why the
municipality should let
them stay if the agency
had no intention of paying
rent.

The town solicitor said
that as yet, no breach had
been made to the lease
and agreed to bring back
advice for council, which
was adopted.
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15570 Yonge St., Arch Plaza 
Just north of Howard Johnson Hotel 

905-727-7347

GIANT LIGHTING BLOWOUT

CHANDELIERS • EXTERIOR LIGHTS 
TABLE & FLOOR LAMPS • LAMP SHADES & ACCESSORIES

50%OFF

ABSOLUTELY 
EVERYTHING 

IN  THE STORE!
4 DAYS ONLY

Wed., Mar. 28th to Sat. Mar. 31st.

Cash, Interac, Visa, Master Card & American Express

THE TAG 
PRICE

Yes!

Aurora abounds with historical sites
By DICK ILLINGWORTH

Those who have lost or
forgotten their past often
find that life in the present
day world has little mean-
ing.

This applies not only to
individuals but to commu-
nities as well.

Neglect of the past is
one of the great dangers
of this modern age. By
remembering the past,
the future is saved.

The Ontario Heritage
Foundation is a govern-
ment agency that has
assisted municipalities in
preserving heritage of all
kinds, from architectural
to natural.

The Ontario Heritage
Act enables municipali-
ties to designate build-
ings of historical, archi-
tectural, or of contextual
importance.

The building may be
grand in scale and
design, or it may be a util-
itarian building that has
played an important role
in the community.

It can be old or rela-
tively new. Designation
under the act does not
mean that a building may
never be altered or
demolished, but it pro-
vides some protection.

The Ontario Heritage
Foundation's provincial
plaque program recog-
nizes provincially signifi-
cant people, places and
events.

In Aurora, the first des-
ignated buildings includ-
ed the Church Street
School and Hillary House.

The Aurora Public
School, known as the
Church Street School was
recognized as a historical
building. Thomas
Kennedy designed it.

Constructed in 1886,
the school is considered
to be one of the finest
examples in Ontario of a
public school designed in
High Victorian style with
elaborate patterned brick-
work and metal and
wood.

The historic school
was used as a training
centre in the 1950s, reac-
tivated as an overflow
public school in the
1960s, then as the head-
quar ters for the newly

formed York Region
Board of Education in
1969 and later occupied
by several community
groups, including the
Aurora Museum.

The building is current-
ly undergoing extensive
renovations to reopen as
a heritage centre by the
Aurora Historical Society.

Hillary House was rec-
ognized as a National
Historic Site. Built in
1862, it is one of the
country's finest and most
complete examples of
picturesque Gothic
Revival architecture.

Built by Dr. Walter
Geikie, the house, locat-
ed on Yonge Street was
often referred to as The
Manor. It was later sold to
Dr. Frederick Strange and
in 1876 it became the
property of Dr. Robert W.
Hillary and later his son,
Dr. Robert Hillary.

It remained in the own-
ership of the family and
the last member of the
family, Nora Hillary, sold
the home to the Aurora
Historical Society in 1980
but continued to live there
for another nine years.

The society star ted
work to restore the build-
ing to its original condi-
tion and it is now open to
the public as a historic
site and medical muse-
um.

The house was
plaqued in 1975 as a
national historic site by
the National Sites and
Monument Board as one
of the finest examples of
Gothic Revival architec-
ture.

Close to the Aurora
railway station is a plaque
commemorating the First
Steam Train which in
1853 chugged its way
from Toronto, then York,
to Machell's Corners, now
Aurora, making the little
hamlet the “Head of Rail”.

It was on May 16, 1853
when the Ontario Simcoe
and Huron Railway oper-
ated the first steam train,
the "Toronto" in Canada
West.

Begun in 1851 and
completed in 1855, the
railroad was built to con-
nect Lake Ontario with
Lake Huron at
Collingwood.

The Ballymore
Farmhouse built in 1877
located on the west side
of Bayview Avenue just
north of the St. John’s
Sideroad, was a well-
known sight for years with
its spacious lawns and
landscaping and its clas-
sic Victorian accents such
as gingerbread trim and
ornate verandah.

The farmhouse was
owned at one time by
William Trent, as associ-
ate of Robert Simpson of
the depar tment store
fame.

It has undergone
extensive alterations
since that time including
the turning of every brick
to expose its natural
colour after someone had
painted the bricks grey.

Until the passing of the
Ontario Heritage Act in
1975, old houses were
demolished without ques-
tion. Municipalities and
their citizens were con-
cerned about their inabili-
ty to protect public build-
ings, private residences
and community districts.

Following an appeal to
the provincial government
for some form of a rescue
program, legislation was
passed in March, 1975 to
"preserve, protect and
conserve" Ontario's her-
itage.

To designate a proper-
ty, the local council must
notify the property owner,
the Ontario Heritage
Foundation, and publish a

notice in the local media
for three consecutive
weeks. If the owner does-
n't object within 30 days,
council passes the desig-
nation bylaw.

Once a building has
been designated as wor-
thy of preservation, nei-
ther present nor future
owners can make alter-
ations affecting the rea-
sons for designation with-
out written consent.

One of the buildings so
designated was the "Red
House", located on Old
Yonge Street just south of
the St. John's Sideroad.

The interior has been
completely renovated and
is now the Oakland Hall

Inn, an upscale restau-
rant.

Reuben Burr, a
Pennsylvania Quaker,
acquired the property in
1804 and built a log cabin
and later a Regency
Cottage. In 1828 the
proper ty was sold to
Thomas Cosford, a black-
smith and carriage
maker.

A second floor was
added and the entire
building was enclosed
with local handmade
bricks and named
"Oakland Hall" after their
ancestral estate in
England.

In 1928, George
Leacock, bother to

humourist Stephen
Leacock, purchased the
property and renamed it
"Sunny Lea Farm".

It was later acquired
by Aurora artist Dorothy
Clark McClure and
renamed "The Red
House", after which she
named her art studio.

Across Yonge Street
from the Red House is
the Willow Farmhouse.
The land was acquired by
Thomas Cosford in 1827
and remained in the
Cosford family until 1903.

The intersection of
what is now Yonge Street
and the St. John's
Sideroad was then known
as Cosford's Corners.

The farmhouse was an
excellent example of late
Georgian design embel-
lished with decorative
patterned brickwork typi-
cal of the mid-1860s con-
struction period.

The house had several
owners in the 20th centu-
ry including Hugh McRae
of Split Lake Gold Mines
and Donald Rogers of the
Elias Rogers Fuel
Company.

It was later used as
the head office of Kwik
Kopy and is now a private
residence.

These are but a few of
the many designated his-
torical structures in
Aurora. Take a few min-
utes and visit the sites for
a trip back in time to old
Aurora.

Church Street School, built in 1886, is one of many historical buildings 
located throughout Aurora.

Aurora’s railway station, constructed in 1900, has been designated and the
town became known as “head of rail”, after the first locomotive arrived here
in 1853. Auroran photos by Ron Wallace
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BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

PEIRCE�McNEELY   ASSOCIATES

REAL ESTATE
CIVIL & FAMILY LITIGATION

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL LAW
Wills & Estates
905-727-8900

Offices in Toronto and York Region (Aurora)

Dealer Genuine Parts At More Affordable Prices

Parking in the square
gets consultant’s eye

A consultant has been hired
to look at downtown parking -
particularly the area referred to
as Library Square - but the firm
will have a couple of weeks
before reporting on it.

A Request for Proposals
was issued recently with four
consultants responding.

The contract was awarded
to Marshall Macklin Monaghan.

The extensive report was

tabled at Tuesday’s general
committee meeting for informa-
tion and staff recommended it
be deferred to the April 17 gen-
eral committee meeting when
the consultant would be avail-
able

The committee agreed.
In September last year,

council agreed to an expendi-
ture of up to $30,000 from the
2006 contingency fund to

engage the services of an out-
side consultant to provide a
report on parking solutions in
and near Library Square.

Earlier, the president of the
Aurora Historical Society had
suggested that buildings could
be demolished to provide 67
parking spaces for the Heritage
Centre in the Church Street
School.

A motion that no buildings be

demolished, staff members
prepare a list of outstanding
issues, and that an outside
consultant be retained was
adopted on a 9-0 vote.

With a decision made not to
demolish the former library and
seniors’ centre and with the
leasing of the former seniors
centre on a temporary basis to
the Providence Learning
Centre for $1,500 a month, the
committee agreed that a park-
ing solution must be found.

One resident suggested
making Church Street one-
way from Yonge Street and to
permit angle parking or to
charge for parking, while
another suggested more pro-
grams be planned for the two
buildings and to encourage
residents to walk, which they
can do in the downtown core.

Staff members noted that
citizens would be encouraged
to submit comments which will
be referred to the consultant
and included in a report to
council.

Popularity of the new
Aurora Library has placed a
burden on traffic spaces near-
by.

The area in question is
bounded by Yonge, Church,
Victoria and Mosley Streets,
and was home to a seniors’
centre and library, both of
which have moved to different
locations.

Aurora Armouries picked
as blood donor location

There have been plenty of
activities held inside Aurora’s
historic Armories, but this is a
first.

On Good Friday, April 6, the
Canadian Blood Services will
run a blood donor clinic from
11.30 a.m. to 2.30 p.m.

The Armouries is located on
Larmont Street, and takes up
the northeast corner of the
Town Park.

Holidays and long week-
ends are traditionally a chal-
lenge for blood and especially
platelet collections.

As the Easter long weekend
nears, Canadian Blood
Services is encouraging
Aurorans to drop around the
Armouries and drop a pint.

Holidays and long week-
ends are traditionally a time
when blood and platelet dona-

tions decrease because people
are away on holidays or busy
with family activities.

To help meet demand over
the Easter weekend, the Good
Friday clinic has been arranged
at the Armoury.

Call 1-888- 2 DONATE (1-
888-236-6283) for more infor-
mation, eligibility information or
to book an appointment or visit
the web site at www.blood.ca.

EDAC’s minutes grilled
The minutes of the

Economic Development
Advisory Committee were
q u e s t i o n e d
by Councillor Evelina
MacEachern at Tuesday’s
general committee meeting
although she is not a mem-
ber of the committee nor did
she attend the meeting.

Councillor Wendy
Gaertner advised that one
of the applications to be
considered at this week’s
public planning meeting
was the rezoning of 11
acres of employment lands.

This was picked up by
Councillor MacEachern
who said council should get
input from the advisory
committee to be included at
the public planning meeting.

CAO John Rogers
replied that it was not wise
to comment prior to the
public planning meeting and
any council or committee
comments should be with-
held until after the public
meeting.

Councillor MacEachern
argued the committee
should be allowed to com-
ment in the same manner
as the Heritage Advisory
Committee.

Staff members pointed
out that the Heritage
Advisory Committee could
comment on heritage
issues in accordance with
the Heritage Act, but could
not comment on planning
issues.

Councillor Evelyn Buck
referred to the Planning Act
under which the public plan-
ning meetings are author-
ized and said the public had
the first opportunity to com-
ment on an application and
council was required to
withhold comments until
after the public had the
opportunity to talk.

Councillor MacEachern

expressed her concern with
the process.

Councillor Al Wilson,
advisory committee chair-
man, said the issue had not
been discussed as it was
inappropriate prior to the
public planning meeting and
it was a question of timing.

Councillor MacEachern

said the concern had been
raised at the committee
meeting.

Councillor Wilson
motioned to defer the adop-
tion of the minutes until the
audio tape had been
checked for comments,
which was adopted by the
general committee.
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SPORTSWe appreciate your 
business!

Aurora Home Hardware
Building Centre
289 Wellington St. E.

Aurora  •  905-727-4751

Home Hardware
AURORA

for your spring 
lawn care products

for your spring 
lawn care products

9 0 5 - 7 2 7 - 9 4 4 4

FRANK METEBRUCE CHAPPELL

Please drop by to see our 
newly renovated dealership

Aurora’s best kept

Secret
This deal is all in: $89 includes golf for you and your spouse, and a power cart. Book your tee time after 3pm on the
weekend. We’re just around the corner on Vandorf east of Leslie ...Welcome home to Westview.

Call for tee times 905-727-0446 www.westviewgolf.ca

WESTVIEW
Golf Club

Aurora

Tigers draw first blood with 5-2 win
The visiting Hamilton

Red Wings made it inter-
esting for a while Friday
night, but they couldn’t
overcome the powerful
Aurora Tigers, who fash-
ioned a 5-2 victory at the
Aurora Community
Centre.

Aurora, playing its
fourth playoff round this
season, had opened a 3-
0 lead before the second

period was five minutes
old, but the Red Wings
found their legs and
clawed back trailing by
only one goal with eight
minutes left in regulation
time.

Another Tiger goal and
an empty-netter gave
Aurora the victory.

A total of 650 fans
were on hand for the con-
test, bringing Aurora’s

home town crowd to more
than 4,000 in the nine
playoff games that have
been played here so far.

The second game hap-
pened in Hamilton
Monday night and the
third was scheduled in
Aurora Tuesday night.

Neither result was
available at The
Auroran’s press time.

Tigers, getting their

first look at the Red
Wings this season, were
backed by the solid goal-
tending of Tyler Gordon.

Joey Mar tin, who
bounced back after a
vicious hit, led the team
with a pair of goals.

Also scoring for the

Tigers were Paul Zanette
and Mike Dahlinger while
Alain Goulet put the
game out of reach with
his marker into an empty
net.

Andrew Favot and Mike
Dahlinger each recorded
two assists apiece.

The fourth game in the
series is slated for
Hamilton Thursday night,
and a fifth contest, if nec-
essary, will be played at
the Aurora Community
Centre.

Game time for that one
is 7.30 p.m.

Aurora skating results
The following members of the

Aurora Skating Club successfully
passed high tests at a recent test
day:

Junior Silver Dance
Keats Foxtrot: Hailey

McGrath, Tejia Rom-Colthoff.
Harris Tango: Zahra Rajan.
American Waltz: Zahra Rajan,

Alessia Chiovitti.
Rocker Foxtrot: Kendall

Mannella.

Senior Silver Dance
Paso Doble: Sierra Chovanec.
Starlight Waltz: Jacqueline

Relke.
Blues: Jennine Brunton, Katie

Sutton.
Kilian: Tayler Sim, Amber

Ciolfe.

15440 Bayview Ave.  |  Aurora, ON  |  www.scholarscanada.com

Call Today: 905.713.3488

Rea l - L i f e Resu l t s Read ing Wr i t i ng Math S tudy Sk i l l s

Better Grades, Bigger Smiles
Help them bring home a report card to be proud of

Improved math, reading, writing and study skills 
with Scholars’ customized tutoring programs. 
Watch your child gain confidence as they achieve 

better grades and bring home a report card 
they’ll be proud of.

Gold Dance
Quick Step: Jordana Goldman.
Argentine Tango: Fayme

Cockshutt.

Skating Skills
Junior Silver: Jihyun Cha, Katie

Sutton.
Gold: Sierra Chovanec.

Free Skate Program
Gold: Maya Goldman.

Interpretive
Introductory: Jordana Goldman.
Bronze: Jordana Goldman.

Creative Dance
Gold: Garth Miller, Meaghan

Jones.
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126 Wellington St. W. •   905-841-1633
New extended hours

(Corner of Haida Dr.) Enter via PHARMASAVE PHARMACY

Wellington Medical 

Walk-in Clinic 
• No Appointment Required 
• Travel, Wart and Acne Clinic
• Online appointment

Book at www.medhelp.ca

Dr. John Fitzsimons

Dr. Anthony Nguyen
Now accepting 
new patients

YORK SPRING & RADIATOR 
FOR ALL OF YOUR 

SUSPENSION NEEDS 
Extra leaves, shocks, coil springs & struts

60 Industrial 
Pkwy. North, Aurora  

905727-3121

DON’T GET CAUGHT
WITH YOUR 

BUMPER DRAGGING 
Come to

BRYAN BLACK
Sales Representative

Bus: 905-727-1941
Direct: 905-726-8091 

15004 Yonge St.
Aurora, ON L4G 1M6

“Picture your house sold”

York Group Realty Inc., Brokerage®

Independently Owned and Operated

PROPOSED NEW SIGN BY-LAWS

A report and accompanying by-laws is being 
presented to Council to regulate permanent and 

temporary signs  in the Town of Aurora.

The Report and by-laws will be placed on the agenda 
for General Committee on April 4, 2007 and 

Council on April 11, 2007

A copy of the Report and the By-laws can be viewed 
on the Town of Aurora web site at www.e-aurora.ca 

For further information on the Permanent 
Sign By-law, please contact  

Ms. Techa van Leeuwen, Director of Building Standards at 
(905) 727-3123 Ext. 4748 or tvanleeuwen@e-aurora.ca

For further information on the Temporary 
Sign By-law, please contact 

Mr. Chris Alexander, By-law Services Coordinator 
at (905) 727-3123 Ext. 4241 or calexander@e-aurora.ca

Monday night 
hockey

Final league standings
TEAM W        L        T        GF        GA        Pts

Tom & Jerry’s 18 2 3 88 48 39

Law Insurance 15 6 2 99 55 32

Highland Chev-Cad 12 8 3       104 77 27

Rec Cycle N’ Sports 11 11 1 78 83 23

Priestly Demolition 10 12 1 88 90 21

Baldwin’s                  6 14 3 77 89 15

Masterclean              7 15 1 77     102 15

FPL Aggregates        5 16 2 60     116 12

Monday night 
hockey results

First playoff round

Highlands Chev 4     Priestly Demolition    4

Masterclean 1  Rec Cycle                    3

Tom & Jerry’s  7        Law Insurance        8

FPL Aggregates 5        Baldwin’s     0

Paul Rosen, a Canadian Olympic bobsled 
champion, dropped the puck to officially open the
Triple-A Minor Bantam OMHA championships in
Aurora over the weekend. Also on hand for the
event was Andy Frost, the public address
announcer for Leaf games at the Air Canada
Centre and Q107 radio announcer.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Aurora to host hockey’s
Atom AA championships

Next month, the Aurora
Minor Hockey Association
will host the Ontario
Hockey Federation
Championships for the
Atom AA division, includ-
ing five divisions from all
over Ontario.

The event will include a
dinner April 12 at
DiNardos Mansion and the
participating teams will
stay at the Aurora Howard
Johnson hotel.

The AMHA will be
incurring many costs for
the event with rental of ice
time being the largest
expense.

The Association asked
the town, at last week’s
general committee meet-
ing, for any support it
could provide by either
reducing the ice rental or
waiving the ice fees of
approximately $5,000.

In addition, the
Association asked the
town to issue passes for
players and coaching staff
to the pool at the Aurora
Recreation Complex as all
games will be played
there.

Questions were asked
as to whether there were
other users for the ice time
if the fees were waived as
many hockey teams had
finished for the season.

Councillors wanted to
know about sponsorships
for the tournament,
whether admission fees
would be charged for the

The committee agreed
to defer a decision until
this week's council meet-
ing when it was hoped
more information would be
available.

games and if there was a
fee for teams to enter the
tournament and if there
was a precedent for waiv-
ing the fees.

Staff members replied
that the fee of $471 was
waived for the Big Swim
and over $5,000 for the
Relay for Life for the
Cancer Society.

It was not known if an
admission fee would be
charged.

Councillor Evelyn Buck
noted the operating deficit
of the pool and said coun-

cil would have to learn to
say no, rather than sad-
dling the taxpayers with
extra expenses.

Councillor Grace Marsh
was critical that there was-
n't a staff report accompa-
nying the request.

Looking for background
information, she added
there was little comparison
with the Relay for Life
event, which is hosted by
the Cancer Societ.

She asked if the minor
hockey association was a
registered charity.
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www.mortgageintelligence.ca/edschlotter

Ed Schlotter, Mortgage Consultant

905.727.0112 Serving Aurora

“ For All Your Mortgage Needs”
• Residential and Commercial Made Easy
• Debt consolidation and Business for Self

A GMAC Company © 2007, Mortgage Intelligence Inc., all rights reserved. 
TM Trademark of Mortgage Intelligence Inc. ® Registered trademark of Mortgage Intelligence Inc. 

905-709-7413

Light up your life!
Lighting • Fixtures • Fans 

220 Industrial Pkwy. S. 905-841-2832
Call for hours

Great Prices 

Naming Aurora streets controversial
Forget about your street

name having a history or
marking some historic
event as it was more likely
named after a developer's
granddaughter or some-
one’s race horse.

There are exceptions as
Aurora keeps a list of
names from the past and
names listed on the Aurora
Cenotaph are among them.

Sometimes, there is
confusion whether a street
should be a drive, boule-
vard, crescent, court or
gate.

The usual rule of thumb
says streets, avenues,
boulevards, ways or drives
should be major thorough-
fares.

Short streets are usually
named as a court, terrace
or place. Crescent is used
for streets that form a cres-
cent or circle and gate is
used for a short street pro-
viding an entrance to a
subdivision.

Naming streets in the
old days must have been a
simple task compared with
today, as roads running
north and south that were a
mile and a quarter apart
were concessions or lines
and were numbered. East-
west roads became
sideroads.

Prior to regional govern-
ment, the naming of local
streets was a local respon-
sibility and Aurora Council
maintained a bank of
names of former residents,
veterans or well-known citi-
zens, but with the coming
of subdivisions, developers
usually selected the
desired names.

Even then there were

problems.
In October, 1971, pic-

tures were published of
some streets signs. One
sign said "Tecumseth Drive
and another "Tecunseh
Drive". The same occurred
with "Metcalfe Street" and
"Metcalf Street".

In July, 1974, when the
pictures were re-published,
council got the message
and corrective action was
taken.

With the coming of the
region, naming of streets
became a joint responsibil-
ity with local councils for-
warding proposed names
to the region's planning
department to be checked
to prevent duplication of
names connecting with
adjoining municipalities.

Problems developed in
August, 1972, over the
renaming of the CFRB
Sideroad, so named
because the CFRB radio
transmission towers were
located at the southwest
corner of the sideroad and
Yonge Street.

The region's engineer-
ing committee recommend-
ed the roadway be named
Blue Hills Drive after the
Blue Hills Academy located
on the roadway in Aurora.

The Mayor of
W h i t c h u r c h - S t o u f f v i l l e
objected claiming that the
east portion of the roadway
had been known as
Bloomington for more than
100 years to recognize the
hamlet of Bloomington and
he convinced regional
council that the name be
Bloomington Road.

In November, 1974, the
region tried to settle long-

standing confusion over a
roadway which changed
names as it crossed munic-
ipal boundaries.

Each municipality was
asked to submit a list of
preferred names for region-
al roads within the local
municipality.

Aurora Council lost its
bid to have the Aurora
Sideroad renamed
Wellington Street across
the region, although it
maintained the right to use
the name within the munic-
ipality. It's the
Aurora/Lloydtown Sideroad
in King and the Aurora
Sideroad, east of town.

Even in naming local
streets, Aurora Council had
its problems.

In March, 1978,
Keystone Court was one of
the streets named in the
Markborough subdivision
in the north end of Aurora
over the objections of
Councillor Pete Miller who
claimed it was too much
like the comedy Keystone
Kops.

In December, 1979,
council decided to change
the name Industry Street
and the newly constructed
roadway through
Sheppard's Bush to
Industrial Parkway.

Then in December,
1980, council agreed to
change the name of the
Industrial Parkway to the
Earl Steward Parkway to
recognize the councillor
responsible for bringing
many of the new industries
to the municipality.

But objections started to
arrive from industries locat-
ed on the street who didn't

agree with the proposed
change in name.

They pointed out that
they had gone to consider-
able expense changing
invoices, catalogues, etc.
when the name was
changed from Industry
Street to the Industrial
Parkway and they didn't
want to do it again.

There is still, however,
an Industry Street in
Aurora, and it intersects
Industrial Parkway.

In January, 1984, coun-
cil rejected a list of 20
street names submitted by
Lakeview Estates subdivi-
sion based on the names
of birds, such as
Chickadee Boulevard,
Hummingbird Crescent
and Barnswallow Court.

The names were
replaced with some of
Aurora's older families,
including Langman,
Underhill and Ardill and a
street was named after
York Regional Police
Constable Douglas
Tribbling, an Aurora resi-
dent, who was fatally shot
while investing a break-in
in Markham.

In September, 2002,
street names reflecting a
California community were
rejected by council as not
being compatible.

B a l l y m o r e
Developments selected
names like Beverly Hills,
Pacific Palisades, Santa
Monica, etc. as a theme to
be used in their marketing
but council decided Aurora
wasn't Hollywood and
refused the request.

However in January,
2003, in response to a

request from Magna to
name streets in their con-
dominium development
after race horses such as
Macho Uno, Awesome
Again, Glorious Song,
Touch of Gold, etc. those
names were approved
without question.

Council adopted a
street naming policy in
2001 which basically calls
for the town to promote the

outstanding contributions
of Aurorans past and pres-
ent.

Due to controversy over
the naming of streets in the
Hallgrove Estates adjacent
to the proposed regional
police building and the
change of address of the
town hall, a review of the
street naming policy was
approved and it’s expected
in the near future.

Walkway lighting issue 
remains in the dark

Last October, council
waived the rules of proce-
dure to hear a resident
from the town houses
behind the new Canadian
Tire Store near Murray
Drive and Yonge Street.

The resident said she
had intended to speak at
the “open forum” part of
the meeting but had mis-
understood the instruc-
tions and was still in the
council chamber at mid-
night.

“Open Forum” gives
residents a chance to
address council without
having to apply for “dele-
gation” status, and the
option is available to resi-
dents prior to the start of
regular council meetings.

She referred to an
entranceway to 86 town-
houses from Yonge Street
south of the Canadian Tire
store which was used as a
pedestrian walkway and
at night it was dangerous
as there were no lights.

She suggested that
when the entranceway
was approved that some
consideration should have
been given for proper

lighting and now it was up
to the town to negotiate
with the commercial own-
ers to provide lighting as
the residents had no
authority and it was a
safety issue.

Council agreed to refer
her request to the
Director of Public Works
to follow up as soon as
possible.

As a result of corre-
spondence between the
C o n d o m i n i u m
Corporation and Canada
Tire Real Estate Limited
dated December, 2006,
and March, 2007,
Councillor Stephen
Granger raised the issue
at Tuesday’s general com-
mittee meeting.

He noted the item was
listed on the council
pending list as having
been referred to Public
Works to meet with the
residents and to submit a
follow-up report to council
and was shown as "ongo-
ing".

He also noted that in
the letter to Canadian Tire
Real Estate, the condo
corporation asked

Canadian Tire to honour
the street lighting require-
ment in the agreement
that details the responsi-
bilities of the parties using
the former Sterling Drug
property.

In the March letter the
corporation noted the
town, as the approving
authority, is obliged to
ensure that safety is a
prime consideration and
that section of the
Municipal Act was quoted.

It was also noted that
previous contact with
Canadian Tire officials
was unsuccessful and
reconsideration was
requested.

Director of Public
Works, Wayne Jackson,

said the town had a minor
role to play, except as a
mediator, and so far had
been unsuccessful.

Councillor Granger also
referred to the agreement
referenced in the letter
and Jackson replied it was
between Canadian Tire
and the Condominium
Corporation and the town
was not a party to it.

The reference to the
town's responsibility for
safety in accordance with
the Municipal Act was also
questioned.

Councillor Granger
received general commit-
tee support to refer the
correspondence to staff to
find resolution to the issue
and report back to council.

150 Hollidge Blvd., Unit C7... across from Sobeys Bayview
Aurora  905-713-6326  1-877-939-4600

Experiencing water problems?
Experience the 

EcoWater difference
NEW 3500 Series Water Refiners

“SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY REBATE!”
MORE THAN JUST A WATER SOFTENER...

The EcoWater refiner will clean, soften, filter, 
remove chlorine, taste and odor - all in one system

The industries only residential water 
appliance that carries TWO GOLD SEALS.

EcoWater is the largest manufacturer of residential
water softeners in the world,

offering industry leading warranties.
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Senior ScapeSenior Scape

New format
for elections

By BRIAN WARBURTON
On Wednesday, March 28 at 1 p.m. in the West-

McKenzie room, the Aurora Seniors Association (ASA)
will hold a special general membership meeting to rati-
fy new bylaws.

I ask all members to reschedule personal activities
on this date, to allow attendance and participation at
this important meeting.

In addition the Board of Directors has authorized a
nominating committee to organize a slate of candidates
to stand for election for three positions at the annual
General Meeting June 28.

Major officers of the ASA are President, Vice
President, Secretary and Treasurer.

Formerly, all directors were elected to a specific
office, but this is being changed and it’s expected that
after the June election, the directors will elect the four
principal officers for the next 12 months.

Our kitchen is looking for some help with the Budget
Bistro on Wednesdays and our reception desk is look-
ing for a volunteer for a few hours Mondays.

These positions are not onerous and volunteers tend
to settle into the routine for long periods of time.

The ASA operates a group of activities at the centre
and the Town operates programs of its own, which have
paid instructors and therefore are not free to partici-
pants.

Yoga is among these Town programs and was devel-
oped in India more than 5000 years ago.

Today it counts many faithful adherents and is prac-
tised in the centre under the direction of Susan Weston.

Susan is certified as an instructor by the Canadian
Centre for Activity and Aging and specializes in senior
fitness.

Seven branches of Yoga have been developed and
Hatha Yoga, which focuses on physical well being, is
the branch practised in the centre.

Hatha Yoga focuses on breathing, meditation,
mantras, chanting, heat, chakras, service and inner atti-
tude.

Susan is a very strong and experienced teacher and
judging by the constant attendance at her classes, very
popular and respected.

The classes are every Wednesday starting at 9:30
a.m. and pre-registration is required.

For light entertainment the Friday afternoon bingo,
from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. attracts regular participants.

Bingo is popular and has staying power and contin-
ues to attract people of all ages all over the world.

And an addition I mentioned several weeks ago is a
second carpet bowling lane.

This is another game, easy on the mind, that contin-
ues to attract members and also provides some exer-
cise.

I note that a man who is vision impaired has taken up
this game, and with the willing verbal encouragement
and direction of other players, has become able to hold
his own.

He informed me that he intends to improve his per-
formance and start winning games.

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 
• In Driver Education since 1979 
• MTO Approved Course Provider

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

(905) 713-3733
Training Services

Whether you need just a few hours a week 
or full-time 24 hour care, call us today 

– we’re here to help.

Graceful Inc.Living
Your Trusted In-Home Senior Care Agency

Personal Care:
• Exercise
• Bathing & grooming assistance
• Medication reminders
• Toileting assistance
• Dressing assistance
• Oral hygiene assistance

Homemaking:
• Meal planning & preparation
• Laundry & linen washing
• Vacuuming
• Light cleaning/housekeeping
• Grocery shopping
• Running errands

Companionship:
• Conversation/socializing
• Pet care assistance
• Walks and strolls
• Playing games/cards
• Reading

Accompaniment/Transportation:
• Professional visits (doctor/dentist)
• Social events
• Church
• Shopping/Banking

905-727-6200
15213 Yonge St, Suite 15, Aurora, ON L4G 1L8

www.gracefu l l i v ing inc . com

York 
Region’s for 

Senior Homecare!
Choi c e

At Graceful Living Inc., we help families just like yours to provide care and 
independence for their elderly loved ones right in their own homes.

Jenny Nails Spa 
Professional Nails & Waxing for Men & Women
GRAND OPENING SPECIALS

Free waxing*
with any $35

Services

Free Personal 
Kit*

$22 Tuesday 
Spa Pedicure

Men’s
Manicure

$12

Men’s Spa
Pedicure 

$22 Everyday

Bio-Gel 
$40

Bikini 
$15

Acrylic
$28

Brazilian
$25

Powder Gel
$30

Under Arms
$10

Mani + Spa Pedi 
$35

18 Wellington St. East 
Aurora (Next to Mac’s)

(WALK-IN WELCOME)
(905) 727-9900 

Mon.-Fri. 10-8
Sat      10-6

Gift Certificates Available

Email: Jen_Spa@hotmail.com

FLAT
SCREENS

TV

NOW
HIRING

WE ACCEPT 
VISA & MASTERCARD 

& INTERAC

CRIMINAL 
DEFENCE

BAIL

WILLS,
ESTATES

REAL
ESTATE

YOUNG 
OFFENDERS

Susan E.Tucker 
Lawyer & Notary Public

905 727-7775
FAMILY 

LAW

Aurora’s John Parker, left, shows "The John
Parker Award" to fellow singer, Paul Millard, at the
Upper Canada Chordsmen's annual awards night
held recently. John is the first recipient of the
award, which was named for him because of his
devoted efforts to make the Chordsmen "a house-
hold name" in the Aurora-Newmarket area, by
arranging publicity for their shows and selling
advertising in their programs.

Every month Aurora
staffers prepare a list of
issues that have not
been resolved.

Normally the “pending
list” is received for infor-
mation by council lors
without question.

However, at Tuesday’s
general committee meet-
ing Mayor Phyllis Morris
told members she had
spent time reviewing the
158-page report and sev-
eral of the entries were
outdated or dealt with
housekeeping.

In an effor t to clean up
the pending l ist and

make it more current,
she listed several items
that, in her opinion, were
outdated.

Committee members
were also asked to
advise staff of any items
they believed should be
removed.

Her comments and the
list were received as
information.

At an earlier meeting
Councillor Grace Marsh
had noted some of the
items were dated in 2004
and she asked that
action be taken or the
items be deleted.

Outstanding issues
could be removed 

No explanation,
report deferred

Every year as an annual
exercise, Town of Aurora
departments compile statis-
tics related to their opera-
tions.

A summary of accom-
plishments and initiatives
from the previous year is
included and the material is
forwarded to the
Administration Department
for preparation of the annual
report.

Included in the report
were significant corporate
initiatives for 2006 and major
initiatives facing the corpora-
tion for the current year.

The report was submitted
to Tuesday’s general com-
mittee meeting to be
received as information, but
without comment or discus-
sion, the report was
deferred.

Klees still working
on street racing bill

Last June, Aurora resident
and Oak Ridges MPP Frank
Klees, a former Transportation
Minister, introduced a Private
Member's Bill "An Act to
Enhance Safety on Ontario
Roads and to Empower Police
Officers to Shut Down Street
Racing".

He took up the issue follow-
ing the deaths of constituents
Rob and Lisa Manchester who
were the innocent victims of a
street race south of Aurora.

Although he was hopeful the
government would implement
the legislation prior to the sum-
mer recess, it refused to grant
unanimous consent required to
put the Bill into law.

His Bill would have empow-
ered front line police officers to
issue on the spot licence sus-
pensions and vehicle impound-
ments in cases where street rac-
ing was suspected.

It would also provide for
increased fines and impose
licence suspensions and jail
terms for anyone convicted of
street racing.

Last week, Klees welcomed
Adrienne Seggie to Queen's
Park at a media conference on
street racing. Her son, Matthew,
was killed in Hamilton last year

by a street racer.
Joining her at the Queen's

Park media conference was
John Hickey, whose daughter
Allison and her fiancé Mark
Radman were badly injured in a
street racing incident.

Lawyers Darcy Merkur and
Michael Bennett of the Toronto
law firm Thomson, Rogers who
represented victims of street rac-
ing also appeared at the confer-
ence to support Klees in calling
on the Liberals to implement Bill
122.

Now, the government has
announced it will crack down on
street racing with legislation to
empower police officers to
immediately impound a car and
increase fines, but Klees claims
the proposed Bill doesn't go far
enough as police should be able
to automatically suspend drivers
licences.

The federal government
passed amendments to the
Criminal Code in December that
increased the maximum penalty
for street racing that causes
injury to 14 years, up from 10
and up to life from 14 years for a
death caused by street racing
but the police would have to wit-
ness the race before a charge
could be laid.

REJUVENATE YOUR LOOK!
THROUGH CHINESE COSMETICS...

Reduce Wrinkles, Facelifting 
INSTANT RESULTS!

50% OFF For first visit!
15208 Yonge St., Unit 3, Aurora • 905-713-0666



Find Out What your 
Home is Worth On-Line 

visit:

www.QuickOnlineEvaluation.com
ReMax Omega Realty (1988) Ltd.

RUMOURS AND RAMBLINGS

Aurora almost lost education centre
Since the formation of the York Region Board of Education in

1969, Aurora has been home to the Education Centre, first in the old
Church Street School and currently located on Wellington Street
West.

But back in November, 1973, an attempt was made by
Newmarket members of York Regional Council to attract the board
to Newmarket by giving four acres of a former county farm in
Newmarket.

Both Newmarket Mayor Bob Forhan and Councillor Ray Twinney
argued for the gift to the board but their arguments were to no avail
as Markham Mayor Tony Roman's reasoning won the day.

He said the board should not be given the four acres until a plan-
ning report on the nearly 100-acre farm had been presented to
council.

At the time a number of projects were being planned including a
new courthouse, a regional headquarters and senior citizen hous-
ing.

He convinced members of council that it would be unwise to turn
over four acres to the board until a comprehensive plan for the entire
acreage had been presented and approved by regional council.

Council's delay and parochialism resulted in the board remaining
in Aurora.

RAISING DOUGH FOR TSUNAMI VICTIMS

In January, 2005, eight-year-old Michaela Cherutti decided to
raise at least $100 to help the victims of the recent tsunami disaster
in south-east Asia by going on a five-day cooking mission.

Then she sold her baked goods to friends and neighbours.
More than 600 cookies later she had raised $300 which her dad

matched and her $300 grew to $1,200 when the $600 was matched
by the federal government.

Michaela said she did it with the help of Betty Crocker.

UNCLUTTERING THE FARM

In May, 1990, former Aurora businessman and school bus oper-
ator Ivan Daniels, who operated a farm near Ballantrae, held an auc-
tion sale of some of his prized possessions that he had acquired
over the years.

He was selling the farm and planned to move into a retirement
home.

Highlight of the auction was his cherished collection of 14 antique
automobiles including a 1923 McLaughlin which went for $23,600
with only 20,000 miles on it and a 1928 Overland Whippet.

He also auctioned off a large collection of farm equipment includ-

ing an 1870 threshing machine that sold for $700.
Daniels had been a collector since 1946 and had accumulated

everything from bulldozer wrenches to school bells, hand tools, rifles,
roll top desks, lanterns, garden tools and just about everything imag-
inable.

His place of business was on the west side of Yonge Street just
north of Aurora Heights Drive where a five-storey condominium is
currently being constructed.

LOOKING BACK AT COUNCIL

In March, 2001, following a council debate about the sale of
town-owned land on Allaura Boulevard, Councillor Evelyn Buck
gave Notice of Motion that a policy on town-owned land be estab-
lished.

Was the motion ever presented and a policy adopted?
In April, 2001, in an attempt to gain freedom of speech without

having to worry about being taken to court for comments made, for-
mer Councillor Phyllis Morris appeared before council during Open
Forum to describe legislation in B.C. to prevent lawsuits and provid-
ed examples.

Later in the meeting, Councillor Evelina MacEachern gave
Notice of Motion to introduce the issue.

Was the motion ever given and if so, any action?
In October, 2003, former Councillor Ron Wallace suggested that

Yonge Street be divided into three heritage districts as the five digit
street addresses meant little to people in trying to find locations.

The Economic Development Committee received the presenta-
tion and referred it to staff for a report.There was lots of discussion,
but was there any action?

In June, 2004, Councillor Damir Vrancic requested that the
phone number residents should call when they saw a dead animal
lying on the roadway be publicized.

What is the number?

AURORA IN 1969

Plans were announced to include a rapid transit line of high
speed buses up and down Highway 404’s central median as plan-
ners feared without some form of rapid transit, 404 traffic would clog
the Don Valley Parkway.

How right they were.
Councillor Illtyd Harris suggested greenbelt walkways be con-

structed along both banks of the creek system running through the
town.

It was a good idea but it never happened.
Aurora Council asked the school board to incorporate plans for

an indoor swimming pool in the new Aurora High School, then being
planned.

Plans were prepared, but the project was too expensive for coun-
cil at that time and no grants were available.

The Ontario Water Resources Commission, now the Ministry of
the Environment, warned that the town's sewer plant was operating
at capacity and improvements were needed.

A 156-bed nursing home was proposed for Kennedy Street
West which was never approved.

A Kinney Shoe store was planned for a corner of the Wood farm
which was approved but never built and is now the location of the
Edward Plaza.

At one time the town had a Citizens’ Band which later disband-
ed and a search was on for the missing band instruments.

The Aurora Lions Club proposed a new park by the town's out-
door swimming pool behind George Street Public School and,
although the pool has gone, the park remains.

Aurora's Queen's Hotel, on the northeast corner of Yonge and
Wellington, was put up for sale.

The site is now a Toronto Dominion Canada Trust branch. The
operator of the Aurora Bus Lines applied for permission to establish
a route to take Aurorans to Slater's Pool in Vandorf but it was reject-
ed by the Ontario Highway Transport Board due to opposition from
other bus operators.

And, named after the town, Aurora Lynn Wallace was born.
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ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationali-
ties
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

“We were hopeful this
budget would fund the care
that residents in our long-
term care homes need and
deserve,” he said. “But, once
again, Dalton McGuinty and
his Minister of Health have
turned their backs on thou-
sands of seniors and their
care-givers.”

Klees was referring to
the more than 35,000 resi-
dents living in long term
care facilities that are classi-

fied as “B” and “C” facilities.
These are homes that,

because of their age and
under-funding, are not able
to provide the care and
services residents need, or
cannot structurally provide
the privacy and dignity resi-
dents and their families
should be able to expect.

He said it had been
demonstrated that there is a
need for an increase in
operating funding of $390
million this year and $214
million next year in order to

eliminate the double stan-
dard being endured by the
residents in older homes.

A further $9.5 million is
required for capital renewal,
but, he noted, the budget
allocated $14 million or 50¢
a day per resident.

“This budget leaves a
$385 million shortfall in
funding for our long term
care homes,” said Klees.
“But what is much more
important than the shortfall
in line items in the budget is
the short-sightedness of

this government when it
comes to the care and
respect for our seniors who
depend on us for their basic
needs and to ensure their
comfort and dignity.”

Only a week ago,
Resthaven staff presented
Vaughan-King-Aurora MPP
Greg Sorbara with a peti-
tion seeking better condi-
tions.

From page 1

Klees slaps government budget
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Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only). 
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to www.auroran.com then click classifieds to send your ad  •  More than 76,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

CLASSIF IEDS

CLASSES • SEMINARS • WORKSHOPS • COURSES 
~ Directory ~

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish.
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

THE UPS STORE

HOME 

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week. (*This section only)  Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or go to
www.auroran.com and click classifieds and the form window will come up.

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

�

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 8 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

� INDOOR AND OUTDOOR SERVICES�FOR SALE�

BUILDING CONTRACTOR�

CLEANING�

� SCRAP PICK-UP

CONSTRUCTION�

PET SITTING SERV.�

A&H CONSTRUCTION 
& MAINTENANCE 

905-726-2894

• Renovations  
• Additions 

• Finished Basements
• Decks   •  Painting

• Seniors 10% OFF

I’LL PICK UP YOUR SCRAP
cars and trucks at no charge, and in some

cases, pay you for them. All deals negotiable

SCRAP WANTED

Call 905-751-3019 

SWIMMING LESSONS� RIDING LESSONS�

LATIN/BALLROOM DANCE CLASSES �

STUDY GROUP�

OFFICE FOR RENT,
Yonge and Mosley
area. For more informa-
tion, call Telly at 905-
717-4073.

DRAWING CLASS All
level small group
English and Chinese.
Call Yunhong at 
9 0 5 - 7 1 3 - 3 6 5 0
http://www.yhar tstu-
dio.com

CAMERA CLUB� �

THERAPY�

OFFICE FOR RENT �

HANDYMAN�

QUALITY WORK
REASONABLE RATES
ALL JOBS  ANY SIZE 

SHORT NOTICE
SENIORS DISCOUNT

STEVE  
416.723.8690

BOWTIE 
HANDYWORK &
RENOVATIONS

P S Y C H O T H E R A P Y

A compassionate, understanding 
therapist can help ease your distress. 

Don’t struggle alone.

Luanne Jakobi
Psychotherapist
905/726-4341

Aurora

Are you feeling 
sad, lonely,

anxious,
empty...

If interested, email
rob@auroraonline.com
Indicate skill level,
camera and main 
topics of interest.

AURORA 
DIGITAL 

CAMERA CLUB

CLEAN WITH CARE experi-
enced efficient, thorough
home cleaning with an added 
personal touch 905-727-2353

GALLAUGHER
CLEANING
SERVICES 

Residential
Commercial

For free 
estimates 

call
905-717-2740
ask for Sue.

GALLAUGHER
CLEANERS

FREE 
ESTIMATES

• Bath renovations
• plumbing and 

drain repairs
• new installations

Most available 
after hours &

weekends

RONALD 
LICENSED 
PLUMBER

Call
416 .824.8823

Serving York Region for over 10 years
Home or office we specialize in all 

interior & exterior renovations
• Additions/Expansions      • Flooring
• Basements                      • Painting
• Landscaping                   • Decks & Patios

Seniors receive a 10% Discount
Call TODAY for a FREE QUOTE

Two Brothers General Contractors

416-562-7153

H A R R I S  
HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS

FREE ESTIMATES

Jeff 905-713-0325
or, 905-716-2214

Professional home repairs 
& renovations. Carpentry,

painting, plastering,
ceramics, floors, windows 

& doors , plumbing 
installations etc.

~WE DO DRYWALL
AND TAPING 

BATHROOMS AND
BASEMENTS ~

RENOVATIONS DONE RIGHT

Specials

TINA’S
AESTHETICS

By appt. 416-918-2028
*Tell a friend and receive $10 OFF your next visit.

We use disposable plastic foot bath inserts.

RELAXATION
PACKAGE:

Body Massage
European Facial 
Deluxe Pedicure

Manicure 
$122

HOLIDAY
PACKAGE:
Leg Wax 

Deluxe Pedicure
Manicure

$83

(first time customers)

WELLNESS
PACKAGE:
European

Facial 
Deluxe Pedicure

Manicure
$92

AESTHETICS�

DANCE PARTY
April 21, 2007

7 p.m. - Midnight
Aurora Legion - 105 Ind. Pkwy. N. 

7 p.m. - midnight in the Aurora Legion BALLROOM ($15)
Strict Tempo Music - Line Dance - Refreshments - Cash Bar - Door Prizes

CLASSES
Mondays 8 p.m. at the Aurora Legion ($75/8wks) 

Ind. Pkwy. north of Wellington on the right side. 
Start: Monday, March 5th, 2007 for eight weeks

PRACTICE
(Includes 30 min. lesson, dance practice & line dances)

Every Thursday 7-10 p.m. at the Lions Hall, ($7)
South east corner of Mosley and Victoria Sts.

HOME INTERIORS
& GIFTS  

In home business 
lovely home décor!

Local rep to help you 
get started

Unlimited opportunities   
available 

FLEXIBLE, FUN 
AND PROFITABLE 

HOME DÉCOR
that comes to your door!

Call Faye 
@ 905-726-1078

fprada@sympatico.ca

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES� ENERGY HEALER

STRAIGHT 
FROM THE HEART

A SELF INQUIRY
JOURNEY

“THOUGHTS 
CREATE 
THINGS”

Group
Sharing/Meditation

Visualization
Weds Evenings

7-9pm  – Aurora Area
Call Cathy Bell for more
info at 416-737-1795

Facilitator/Spiritual
Intuitive

Energy Healer

DOG WALKING &
BOARDING in my
house. Please call: 416-
278-9918

S W I M M I N G
INSTRUCTION By
Yvonne Cattrall, -
Masters World Record
holder, 43 years experi-
ence, certified Red
Cross Instructor. Year
round, all levels, 3-4
maximum in class. 905-
841-3450

HELP WANTED�

HELP WANTED�

YOGA�

STUDY GROUP  (MAD
MONEY) meeting regu-
larly in Aurora. Learn
Jim Cramer’s rules of
i n v e s t i n g . B o o k s
required. No fee.
Educational only. Call
905-751-6013

Call : Steve Miller at 416-439-6557 or visit

Site: www.SteveMillerDance.ca
Email: Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca

EUREUR OPEOPE

416.824.7552

Since
1990

The highest standards in quality, 
safety and customer service.

DESIGN BUILD INC.

• KITCHENS • BATHROOMS
• BASEMENTS • COMMERCIAL

GARDENING COURSES�

Gardening Courses
Practical, adventurous 

and environmentally friendly
General and Advanced

6 x 2 hour classes, monthly, April - October 
Held in Merlin’s Hollow, an acre garden of 
perennial beds, rock gardens, shade beds, 

pond and fragrant garden
Starts weekend of April 28th.

Space is Limited
David Tomlinson

Renowned horticulturalist and naturalist

Call Dierdre Tomlinson 905-727-8979

Merlin’s Hollow

���

• All kinds of carpentry 
• French Doors 
• Crown Moulding
• Bathrooms 
• Rec. Rooms
• Great Design Ideas 

27 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Phil: 905-392-0572

Everything in
Home Renovations

BUSY SALON NOW
HIRING p/t f/t stylist.
Benefits, high hourly &
c o m m i s s i o n .
Management opportu-
nity. Monthly incentives.
Advanced training &
much more. Call Jannie
today 1-888-888-7778
ext. 2384.

Spring 07’ Session
Spaces available
Mon/Wed. Evenings
Mon/Fri. Mornings

www.yogaforlife.ca

Aurora Public Library 905-505-1324

YOGA
For stress relief 
& health.

Andrea Roth cert. yoga teacher since 1979.

For  
Sale

Couples and Singles Welcome (Ages 19 and up)

GARDENER/HANDY
MAN to help two old
fogies with their
chores. Tel: 905-727-
5059.
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CLEARANCE
CENTRE 

• Napoleon Gas Fireplaces-15 available starting at $699
• 2 only Fireplace Mantels reg. $599 $399/ea 
• 2 only Fireplace Mantels $599 reg. $899/ea
• 8 hp Toro Snow Blower Reg. $1,999  $1250
• 1,000 ft. of ceramic tile Terra Cotta $1/sq. ft. reg. $2.99

• Golf Clubs 55 & 60 o loft $10/ea
• Ladies left hand complete JAZZ set Irons 3 - 9
• Woods 1, 3 5 $149, reg. $699 (5 only) 
• Server Rack reg. $2000 Sale $399 - one only 

TRADEMAKERS®

24 Industry St. Aurora
Store Hours:

Wed. - Thur. 10 - 4, 
Fri. 9 - 6, Sat. 10 - 4,

Sun. 10 - 3

Wellington Street East

In
du

str
ial Parkway Sou

th
In

du
st

ry
R

d.

of the week:Speci
als

Call: 905-726-1019

CARPET - I have sev-
eral thousand yards of
new Stainmaster 
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet
your living room & hall
for $389. Price
includes carpet, pad
and installation (30
square yards). Steve
905-898-0127.

ELECTRIC STOVE
FULL SIZE self clean
oven, bar fridge, both
very good. $75 each
OBO 416-453-2269.
Hector

Looking for Work? 
You’re not alone… 

        We will help you ! 

  At NOO COSTT to any 
unemployed person 

in York Region 
 
Walk-inn servicess        Workshopp topics
� Professional staff for assistance & support How do I change careers? 
� Local job postings  Finding work Over 45  
� Employment Advisors/ Youth coach on site Writing your resume /cover letter 
� 16 computers / Internet access Negotiating your salary 
� Laser printers Successful networking 
� Fax machines Work trends in York Region 
� Long distance service Interviewing techniques  
� Reference library  Beginner internet and email
� TTY phone Putting your portfolio together

Operated by:
905-952-0502 

Mon / Wed      8:30 – 4:30 
Tues / Thurs   8:30 – 8:00 
Fridays 8:30 – 4:00 Employment Ontario

programs are funded in part by 
the Government of Canada 

130 Davis Drive, Newmarket

THERAPY ROOMS
AVAILABLE. Two
beautiful rooms at Yoga
Source & Therapy
Studio in Newmarket.
RMT’S, Naturopath
e t c . R e a s o n a b l e
r a t e . Enquire at 905-
830-9 7 0 0  www.yoga-
source.ca



Addition
would
remove 3
portables

Lester B. Pearson Public
School is about to get big-
ger.

The York Region District
School Board has submitted
an application for a minor
site plan approval for an
expansion to the northeast
corner of the school.

The addition, more than
8,900 square feet in size,
will allow three portables to
be removed from the school
property.

The school was built in
Aurora several years ago as
a French Immersion facility,
which took some pressure
off other overcrowded
schools in town.

It will be a two-storey
addition providing seven
classrooms on the 4.6 acre
site on Odin Crescent and
the proposed exterior
cladding will involve colour
matching the existing brick
and matching the exterior
style of the building.

The application was in
accordance with the
process approved by Aurora
Council dealing with Minor
Site Plan approval proce-
dures and the staff report
was received by the general
committee as information.

AURORAN, Week of March 27, 2007 - 19 

School renovations may start again
installation of a fire sup-
pression system for the
building and at the same
time directed staff to meet
with the Historical Society
and investigate the overall
cost of renovations at the
newly named Heritage
Centre.

In January, this year, the
general committee consid-
ered the feasibility of the
town being the primary fun-
der of the project and staff
members were directed to
provide cost reports.

Town staff has contin-
ued to negotiate with the
Society and the Society
expressed a desire to
transfer the project man-
agement, administration
and design responsibilities
over to the town.

Staff also discussed a
new operating agreement
and the Society suggested
an agreement like the town
has with the Seniors’
Association, where the
town would be responsible
for the facility and the
Society responsible for pro-
gramming.

Staff also advised that
the operating costs for the
facility would be approxi-
mately $104,000 per year
in 2007 dollars which
includes all utilities, operat-
ing material, service con-
tracts and insurance.

At Tuesday’s general
committee meeting,
Society President Helen
Roberts provided a brief
summary of the events to
date.

During 2004 a commit-
ment for a $100,000 Trillium

grant was received and with
$300,000 of the Society's
funds, work was started to
renovate the building.

Last year it became nec-
essary to re-group and re-
examine the project.

In order not to lose the
Trillium grant, work pro-
ceeded to renovate one of
the galleries to be used as a
model for the remaining
renovations, she said.

She introduced the

architects who provided a
detailed description and
visual representation of the
proposed uses for the base-
ment and the two upper
floors to provide more open
and display space.

It was estimated that
$2.2 million would be
required to complete the
renovations and council
support was necessary.

It was pointed out that
any delay in council com-

mitment would result in the
Society being unable to
apply for federal and provin-
cial grants.

That resulted in a motion
by Councillor Evelyn Buck
to approve the commitment
in principle on the under-
standing that council mem-
bers be kept involved in the
project.

The parking problem
was introduced and it was
agreed to leave that issue

alone until the parking
study was discussed at a
future meeting.

Questions were also
asked about the condition
of the exterior of the build-
ing and staff advised that
no work was required
except for some work on the
belfry.

C o u n c i l l o r  B o b
McRoberts noted that some
interior work was required
as there was a river in the

basement.
After further questions

and discussion it was
agreed that a special gener-
al committee meeting would
be arranged with Society
representatives.

Staff members will report
on the construction admin-
istration process and the
amended agreement with
the Society.

Council is expected to
ratify its decision this week.

From page 1
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Let us Entertain You

Designer Rooms in
Model Home

St. John Ambulance
Car Seat Clinic

Ask an ExpertNEW

NEW
Tickets are valid for the duration of the show. 
For more information, go to www.aurorachamber.on.ca, 
or contact the Aurora Chamber Office at 905.727.7262

April 20 (2pm - 9pm)

April 21 (9am - 7pm)

April 22 (10am - 5pm)

Aurora Community Centre,
Aurora Heights Drive
(1st light North of
Wellington, West of Yonge)

Landscaped Gardens

Money Machine &
Many Other Prizes

Music & Entertainment
for the Entire Family

Sponsored by:
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