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Briefly

Students at Aurora’s St. Joseph’s Catholic
School are getting read to this week by some pret-
ty impressive people.

Celebrating “Books Week”, the students heard
from author Rukhsana Khan Monday, then Tuesday,
Kindergarten and Grade 1 students were read to by
Central York fire inspector Joyce DiClemente, while
York Catholic District School Board Director of
Education Susan LaRosa read to Grade 2 students.

Wednesday, Grade 8 students will be enter-
tained by York Region Police Chief Armand
LaBarge, then Wednesday afternoon, The
Auroran’s own Dick Illingworth will read to Grade 7
students.

St. Joseph’s principal, Diane Sharp, will read to
Grade 3 and 4 students, while on Friday, Christie
Harkin and Aurora Mayor Phyllis Morris will do 
the reading.

15520 Yonge Street
905-727-1312

www.hojoaurora.com

Carvery Nights
Featuring 

Prime Rib & Yorkshire Pudding
Carved to your liking with all the 

trimmings and much more! 
Fridays & Saturdays 5 pm to 9 pm

Adults - $19.95 
Seniors - $16.95

Children 5-12 years - $15.95
Children 4 and under with our compliments

Printing is the beginning!
• Full Service & Self Service Copying 
• Digital Printing - Direct From Your Files
• Colour or Black & White
• Collating & Binding Services
• Custom Business Printing

Including Business Cards, Letterhead & Cheques 
• Fax Service & So Much More!

Brian

John

Our Document Experts are here to help.
Right in your neighbourhood.

Aurora’s Business Service Centre
Hunters Gate Plaza - 14845 Yonge St. Unit 6

T: 905.713.1632 F: 905.713.1633
E: store73@theupsstore.ca

Bell undergoing big
expansion on Yonge

Travellers on Yonge Street will
notice construction underway on
the east side of the street just
north of Cousins Drive.

When complete it will be an
expansion of Bell Canada’s
Automatic Telephone Exchange
building.

But unseen from the street,
activity is underway at the rear of
the building to hoist equipment
into the exchange through an
opening in the fourth floor level
and the roof.

Bell purchased the former resi-
dence and once home for Aurora
Cable TV and demolished the
building leaving the property
vacant.

In April, 2006, the applicant
proposed a 3,638-square foot
addition to the existing 6,232
square foot one-storey building
and it was in keeping with the
objectives and policies of the offi-
cial plan and zoning bylaw.

Given the location of the pro-

posed site plan application on
Yonge Street, town staff advised
that a high level of urban design
was required and several recom-
mendations were made to the
applicant in order to achieve the
town’s urban design objectives.

They included red brick exterior
to provide continuity with the exist-
ing building with a mild contrasting
brick on the front of the building to
provide some visual aesthetics
and a higher parapet on the front
portion of the addition to screen
rooftop mechanicals.

Aurora’s general committee
approved the report and recom-
mendations as presented without
comment or discussion.

Originally, the Bell exchange
was located in a small building at
the southeast corner of Yonge and
Mosley Streets, which later
became a dentist office and still
later was demolished to be added
to the building complex including
the former Trio restaurant.

Cranes were brought in to do the heavy work as the Bell
Canada building on Yonge Street in Aurora nears completion.
Cranes lifted equipment to the rear of the structure, then 
lowered it into place. Auroran photo by Dick Illingworth

Horse Show may take
a year off to regroup

It’s possible Aurora will not
have a horse show this year, The
Auroran has learned.

However, the event that has
been happening in Aurora annual-
ly for 85 years could take a year
off to regroup, then return in 2008.

That decision is expected to be
made this Sunday as the Aurora
Agricultural Society holds its
annual general meeting at the
Legion at 3 p.m.

This issue erupted last
November when Society mem-
bers learned there were restric-
tions on how they could spend
money raised through bingo
games.

A public meeting was held late
in November to get input into 
the future of the historic event,
and to seek volunteers to help 

run the activity.
Only 25 showed up for that

meeting, and without volunteers,
the show simply couldn’t go on.

One alternative to be dis-
cussed Sunday will be to post-
pone the show this year, regroup,
then resume activities next year.

The Show, usually held the
second weekend in June, has
grown over the years to a point
where two weekends were need-
ed to get everything covered.

In its heyday, the Aurora Horse
Show would draw thousands of
people to the Grand Prix event in
Machell Park as Canada’s best
riders would compete.

Sponsored by a cigarette firm,
that activity died when cigarette
regulations forced the firm to with-
draw its sponsorship.

Now, government relations
covering the spending of money
raised at twice-monthly bingos in
Aurora threaten the life of the
annual activity.

For a while, the Society was
realizing between $25,000 and
$30,000 annually from bingo cof-
fers, but new no-smoking bylaws
cut into that.

Then the Alcohol and Gaming
Commission ruled the Society
does not qualify to use bingo pro-
ceeds for the operation of the fair,
since it was reclassified to an
“Enhancement of Youth” category.

Instead, the Society is required
to use the funds for direct spon-
sorship of youth, such as donating
the proceeds to a 4H Club.

Sunday’s meeting will be held
at the Aurora Legion.

Remaining potential
Aurora area lands
up for development

The “2C” planning area of
Aurora consists of 1,100 acres of
which 588 acres are developable.

The site is the last remaining
large potential development area
within the boundaries of Aurora.

The “2C” lands in Aurora’s east
end – in the Leslie/St. John’s area

- provide an opportunity for addi-
tional employment lands which
are important locally and regional-
ly.

The town requested the region
to process an official plan amend-
ment to bring the “2C” lands into
the regional official plan urban

area subsequent to the comple-
tion of various studies.

The regional planning commit-
tee held a public planning meeting
earlier in the month and heard
from three Aurora citizens.

Two landowners spoke in sup-
Please see page 12

Students celebrate “Books Week”

100%
tax

deductions.
See Page 3
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COMING EVENTS IN AURORA
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8

A no tie dinner to celebrate Tim Jones and his 28 years of service on Aurora
council will be held at DiNardo’s Mansion. Tickets are $100 each  or $700 for a
table of eight with proceeds for the Southlake Regional Cancer Centre. Call 805-
727-6188 for details.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10
Aurora Seniors’ Association presents “A Winter Cabaret”, 

featuring Cara Chisholm and Brian Roman. Limited tickets are available at the
Centre, 5 Municipal Drive, and R & R Revisited, 75 Mary Street, Unit 3.The mati-
nee begins at 2 p.m.

* * * *
Roarin’Twenties Valentines Party, Aurora Legion, 7 p.m.Tickets $10. For fur-

ther information, call 905-727-9932.
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12

Aurora Film Circuit presents the Canada-U.K. co-production “Snow Cake”,
starring Alan Rickman and Sigourney Weaver. Tickets are available at R&R
Revisited on Mary Street in Aurora and at the Aurora Public Library, at a cost of
$10 each. Screening time begins at 6.45 p.m. with a welcome and door prizes.
Movie at 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14
Justin Trudeau will be guest speaker at an Aurora Chamber of Commerce

luncheon. He has a message for students and the Chamber is seeking corpo-
rations to sponsor a student for the luncheon at a cost of $40. To sponsor a stu-
dent call the Chamber office at 905-727-7262.

* * * *
Happy Valentine’s Day and happy birthday, Dorothy.

FEBRUARY 14 to 17
Aurora’s Marquee Productions presents Rogers and Hammerstein’s

“Cinderella” at the Newmarket Theatre at 7.30 p.m. with 2 p.m. matinees on
February 17 and 18. Call 905-713-1040 for tickets.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16
Aurora Chamber of Commerce Ski Day at Osler Bluffs Ski Club in

Collingwood. Space is limited to 56 people so early booking is necessary. Cost
is $110. Call the Chamber office at 905-727-7262 to reserve.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17
Aurora Writers’ Group presents “Writing A Page Turner”, a day-long seminar

at St. Andrew’s Church from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fee is $38 in advance; $42 at the
door. To register, call Susan Stevenson at 905-751-1674 or e-mail brianhen-
ry@sympatico.ca.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19
Aurora Public Library presents “Take A Deeper Look” with Aurora historian

and former Aurora Museum curator Jacqueline Stuart. 7  to 8.30, Magna Room.
Free. Pre-register at the adult information desk or phone 905-727-9493, option
4.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20
Pancake Tuesday at the Aurora Legion. 11.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. For further

information, call 905-727-9932.
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21

Aurora Historical Society annual general meeting at Hillary House at 8 p.m.
Guest speaker is David Tomlinson. Call 905-727-8991 for additional information.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22
Aurora Chamber of Commerce Business After Five meeting at Highland

Chevrolet Cadillac, 15783 Yonge Street. 5.30 to 7.30 p.m.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24

Aurora Public Library presents author and independent publisher Collette
Yvonne who will discuss getting self-published. 1 to 5 p.m. with a $2 per person
fee. Pre-register at the adult information desk, or phone 905-727-9493, option 4.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28
Aurora Horticultural Society presents a “Question and Answer Session with

Master Gardeners” at the Royal Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway
North beginning at 8 p.m.

Aurora Opera Company is seeking 30 children (ages seven to 12) to
participate in the main stage musical “Children of Eden” as animals and
grandchildren in the children’s chorus. No participation fee, and no experi-
ence necessary. Auditions in February.

Rehearsals Sunday afternoons from mid-February (excluding March
break) to April 20. Contact Aurora Opera Company at
keepsinging@look.ca.

* * * *
Until April 15, winter parking restrictions are in effect and parking is pro-

hibited on all streets from 2 a.m. to 6 a.m. daily.
* * * *

The 3rd Aurora Scouting Group has spaces available in Beavers, Cubs,
Scouts and Venturers. For registration information or to volunteer call 905-
726-2393 or 905-841-0556.

* * * *
Meet at Martha’s Table, now in its second season. Every Thursday from

11.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m., you will find comfort food and a sense of commu-
nity at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church. A lunch of hot soup, sandwiches,
and dessert will be provided.

* * * *
Voice is a group of aspiring writers ages 12 to 19 interested in devel-

oping writing skills, working on a magazine and embarking on creative
adventures with similarly minded people. The group meets in the Marjorie
Andrews Room of the Aurora Library on the last Thursday of every month
at 7 p.m. Call the Library at 905-727-9493 for more information.

* * * *
Aurora Seniors present a movie night every Tuesday from 6.30 to 8.30

p.m. Admission is $1 for members and $1.50 for guests.
* * * *

Aurora Zen Meditation Group meets weekly every Wednesday evening
at Healing Hands Wellness Centre on Wellington Street East at 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Aurora Agricultural Society (organizer of the Aurora Fair & Horse Show)

meets the first Monday of every month from 6.30 to 9 p.m. at the Aurora
Community Centre. New members welcome. For more information, call
905-713-6773, e-mail at info@aurorafair.ca, or visit www.aurorafair.ca.

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday evening at 6.30 p.m. at

Gabriel’s on Yonge Street. New members welcome. For further information,
call 905-841-1352.

* * * *
On the first Wednesday of every month from 9 a.m. to noon, a satellite

constituency office for Vaughan/King/Aurora MPP Greg Sorbara will be
open in the councillors’ lounge at the Town Hall. Call 1-877-880-6770 for
information.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge #148 meets the first and third

Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. at 15216 Yonge Street (south of
Wellington). For more information, call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masons’ Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday of each month at

The Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley Street, Aurora at 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday each month at 57
Mosley Street at 10.30 a.m. Coffee club at 9 a.m., lunch at noon. Call 905-
727-3032 or 905-727-1080.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous, every Tuesday night, Trinity Anglican Church,

Victoria Street, 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night. Aurora Legion, 7.30 p.m. Call
905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women has monthly meetings at the

Aurora Legion with a variety of speakers. There is also a selection of inter-
est groups. Contact Beverley at 905-727-2151.

* * * *
Dancing at the Legion, 8 p.m. every Friday night.

* * * *
Bid Euchre at the Legion, 1 p.m. every third Sunday.

* * * *
York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking for members from Aurora

and area who would like to volunteer by joining the choir. Men, 16 years of
age and older, are invited to visit any Tuesday at 7.30 p.m. in committee
room B, York Region Administrative Centre, 17250 Yonge Street,
Newmarket. For more information, call volunteer chorus supervisor Lowell
McClenny at 905-727-9676.

* * * *
Queen’s York Rangers free camps for boys and girls, 12 to 18. Aurora

Squadron runs Friday evenings at the Aurora Armoury. For further informa-
tion, call 905-726-8600 any Tuesday evening between 7 and 9 p.m.

* * * *
The Aurora Seniors Evergreen Seniors Choir practice under the direc-

tion of Tom Rainsford every Wednesday from 3.30 to 5.30 p.m. in the West
McKenzie Hall of the Seniors Centre.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24
Final date for citizens to apply for membership on the Aurora Public

Library Board, Committee of Adjustment and the Accessibility Advisory
Committee. For more information, visit the Aurora Library or the Clerk’s
office in the Town Hall or call 905-727-3123 ext. 4220.

* * * *
Seniors’ Awareness Day from 11.30 a.m. to 3 p.m. with lunch included

for $1.50 per person, members or non-members, at the Seniors Centre. The
event is presented by the Elder Abuse Prevention Committee in partnership
with York Regional Police.

* * * *
Aurora Horticultural Society, presents lecture on “Celebrating Nature’s

Beauty” at the Royal Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North at 8
p.m.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25
Aurora Chamber of Commerce Business After Five meeting at PostNet

Aurora, 150 Hollidge Blvd. 5.30 to 7.30 p.m. Free.
* * * *

Blood Donor Clinic, 2.30 to 8 p.m. at the Aurora Royal Canadian Legion,
105 Industrial Parkway North

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28
Aurora Agricultural Society Annual General Meeting at the Aurora

Legion, Canadian Room at 3 p.m. The Society runs the Aurora Fair and
Horse Show. Anyone interested in learning about how to become involved
with running the Fair is cordially invited. The Legion is on Industrial Parkway
North, just south of the Aurora Family Leisure Complex.

* * * *
Big Bucks Progressive Euchre Tournament, Aurora Legion. Register at

noon; play at 1.15 p.m. For further information, call 905-727-9932.
TUESDAY, JANUARY 30

Aurora Neighbourhood Watch seminar in the Magna Room at the
Aurora Public Library. Captain meeting begins at 6.30 p.m., with the free
general public seminar beginning at 7.10 p.m. and continuing until 9 p.m.
Topic for the evening: “Is Your Home Safe?” Guest speakers include Mike
Fenton and PC Mark Lawrence.

* * * *
Aurora Council meets in the council chambers of the Town Hall at 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31
Last day for nominations to the town’s Advisory Committees, including

Economic Development, Environmental, Heritage, Leisure Services and
Traffic Safety. Call 905-727-3123 ext. 4220 for more information.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1
St. Andrew’s College Open House from 7 to 9 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2
Fish & Chips, shuffleboard and dancing at the Aurora Legion. 6 p.m. For

further information, call 905-727-9932.
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7

Aurora Public Library, in partnership with Aurora Cable Internet pres-
ents the sixth of the 10-part monthly series of free computer workshops. 7
p.m. Magna Room. Register at the Adult Information Desk, on line, or phone
905-727-9493, option 4.

Marilyn Redvers, Sales Representative 
Residential Real Estate Services 
14799 Yonge Street, Aurora L4G 1N1

905-727-3154
www.realestateaurora.com

Your Community Realty NATIONAL

CHAIRMAN'S
THE

CLUB

ROYAL LePAGE

ASSOCIATE BROKER NETWORK

$399,000

Main floor office, formal dining room & large kitchen!
Lovely yard with deck, mature trees and hot tub!
Beautifully landscaped front and back yards!

Amazing space in this nearly new home! Large eat-in kitchen open to family room! Wide plank maple floors, pillars, gas fireplace
all create wonderful ambience! Quiet street, desirable community–walk to parks, schools, shops, trails & community centre!

STUNNING, UPGRADED HOME - NORTHEAST AURORA!

$319,000

Fabulous layout! 4 bedrooms! Hardwood floors! Large
eat-in kitchen! Finished basement with recreation room
and 5th bedroom! Fenced yard!

TERRIFIC TOWNHOME - NORTHEAST AURORA!

$419,000

3000 SQ. FT. - SOUTHWEST AURORA!

Main floor family room! Eat-in kitchen! Walkout to deck!
Large living/dining rooms! Finished basement with extra
bedroom! Master has 4-pc. Ensuite!

$339,000

TERRIFIC FAMILY HOME - NORTHEAST AURORA!

presented by

Beautiful home on no-exit street in Golf Course Area!
Gleaming hardwood floors, reno'd kitchen with granite coun-
ters! Fabulous yard with pool & hot tub!

$679,000

3400 SQ. FT. WITH GORGEOUS SALT-WATER POOL!

It’s a great time to sell your house! 
Call Marilyn for a market evaluation! 905-727-3154

SOLD SOLD

SOLD SOLD IN 2007
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

905-727-9561
14889 Yonge Street, Aurora
www.graystonesrestaurant.ca

gourmet to go

Schnitzels our specialty

For reservations, please call

Water Softening, Purification, 
Filtration & Sterilization Units

Tel: (905) 727-6401 8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
www.nyhp.on.ca            Aurora, Ontario 

Looking 
for a loop

hole?
Everyone is looking for a way to reduce

taxes. Investing in Flow-Through

Shares* provides an effective way to

reduce taxation. These are shares of

Canadian resource companies that

transfer their tax deductions to the

investor. Typically the tax deduction is

100% of the investment, which could

return 46% to you through tax savings.

Call Dundee Wealth Management

today to discuss your tax and 

investment planning.

Flow-Through Shares*.100% tax deductions.

905-727-4300
53 Wellington St. E. Aurora

*If held to maturity. Flow-Through Shares are speculative in nature.

It was nice, fluffy powder snow that fell on Aurora over the weekend, but it still
had to be cleared. Jody Matthew of Gurnett Street was one of hundreds who
cranked up the snow blower for the first time this season to clear the white
stuff. Auroran photo by David Falconer

OMB pre-hearing set
for area development

Aurora Council has
authorized town staff to
retain outside legal counsel
to represent the Town before
a pre-hearing conference of
the Ontario Municipal Board
(OMB) scheduled for Feb. 8
regarding the proposed
Westhill development on
Leslie Street north of
Bloomington Road.

Last January a public
planning meeting was held
to consider an appli-
ca t i on  f r om Wes th i l l
Redevelopment Company
for 75 detached condomini-
um residential units on pri-
vate communal services and
an 18-hole golf course on
210 acres on the east and
west side of Leslie Street.

Staff members indicated
there were many outstand-
ing issues pertaining to the
wetlands, environmentally
sensitive areas, the Oak
Ridges Moraine, servicing,
etc., and suggested the
application be received as
information at that time.

S e v e r a l  r e s i d e n t s
appeared at the public plan-
ning meeting in opposition to
the proposed development
for a number of reasons
including the scattered
development, buffers and
spillways and the impact of
the golf course on the 
environment.

Concerns were raised
regarding wells and ponds in
the area and their possible
depletion should the appli-
cation be approved, as well
as run-off from the waste-
water system, privacy
issues and real estate 
values.

In view of the outstanding
issues, comments from 
t h e  To r o n t o  R e g i o n
Conservation Authority and
the Oak Ridges Moraine
guidelines, council agreed to
accept the application as
information and for staff to
report back to a second pub-
lic planning meeting taking
into account the various
issues raised.

The applicant has now
submitted revised develop-
ment plans with updated
support information to allow
the development to proceed,
but due to the delay by

council to enact the required
amendment, an appeal to
the OMB was launched.

Should a full hearing be
necessary, it’s likely consid-
erable time will be required
and the focus on environ-
mental issues. Staff recom-
mended that outside counsel
be retained by a firm with
specialized expertise.

The cost of retaining out-
side counsel cannot be
accurately estimated at this

time and additional funds
may be necessary for techni-
cal witnesses.

Staff will advise council-
lors further following the pre-
hearing when the issues are
clear and an estimate of the
anticipated costs may be
possible.

The pre-hearing will be
held at the Town Hall starting
at 10 a.m. and the Board has
set aside one day for the
conference.

Greg Foster
905-717-6707

Committee applicants
could be interviewed

The town has advertised
for applicants for the vari-
ous statutory and advisory
committees and they are
expected to be named in
February.

Application deadline to
the Library Board, the
Committee of Adjustment
and the Accessibility
Advisory Committee is
past, while the advisory
committee deadline is 
Jan. 31.

Three years ago, council
interviewed Committee of

Adjustment applicants only.
In Jan., 2004, a routine

bylaw was prepared
appointing members to the
committee but council
deferred action to discuss
the powers of committee.

It was noted that the
committee was a semi-judi-
cial body, its decisions were
binding and some of the
dispositions had been
questionable.

Last week, the CEO of
the Library submitted a
request to council asking to

interview Library Board
applicants.

Councillor Evelyn Buck
said citizens were volun-
teers who submitted
resumes and information
why they wanted to serve
and said there wasn’t a
need for interviews.

It was finally agreed to
adopt a motion by
Councillor Al Wilson to
interview candidates only if
it was deemed necessary,
with Councillor Buck
opposed.



It’s hard to know where to go,
If you don’t know where you’ve been;

Teaching of history is important,
But our educators aren’t so keen.

-Poor Richard’s Scrapbook

It’s hard to imagine any American child, after
spending a few years in school, not knowing the
name of the first President of the United States, the
boy who couldn’t tell a lie, George Washington.

It’s quite easy to remember as the Americans cel-
ebrate the man by holding a bir thday in his honour.

Yet it is possible for a Canadian child to attend an
Ontario school and not hear the name of the First
Prime Minister of Canada, Sir John A. Macdonald.

Not only that, but Canadians don’t celebrate his
bir thday, in spite of many efforts to make it a holiday.

In 1998, Oak Ridges MP Bryon Wilfert, a former
history teacher, introduced a private member’s bill to
create a new national holiday on January 11 to cele-
brate the bir thday of Sir John A. who served as
Prime Minister from 1867 to 1873 and from 1878 to
1891.

By July, 1999, fellow Liberal MPs rejected his bill,
when Heritage Minister Sheila Copps pointed out
that on advice from bureaucrats in the Ministry of
Finance, the statutory holiday would cost Canada’s
economy an estimated $3 billion in lost business.

Not only is there not a holiday in his honour, the
day passes vir tually unnoticed by Parliament, the
media and the people.

Granted some of Macdonald’s political ethics may
have been questionable, but he had real style, wit
and an excellent rapport with people.

He had the imagination, the eloquence and the
political skill to knit the provinces into the Dominion
of Canada.

Rejecting the American model, he was determined
that Canada would be a parliamentary democracy
and a centralized federal system and he was the
founder of Canada and the national railway system.

He guided the Charlottetown and Quebec confer-
ences through turbulent waters, coaxed Prince
Edward Island and British Columbia to join, put down
a rebellion in the west and tied the country together
with a transcontinental railway.

A survey revealed that 35 per cent of Ontarians
aged 18 to 24 could not identify Macdonald, 35 per
cent had no knowledge of the name of the first
Francophone Prime Minister, Wilfred Laurier and 62
per cent did not know the date of Confederation as
1867.

A more recent survey in 2001 by the Dominion
Institute was more positive as 51 per cent of respon-
dents could identify Macdonald as Canada’s first
Prime Minister, while some 90 per cent of Americans
could identify George Washington as their first
President.

As education is a provincial responsibility, the fed-
eral government can’t be blamed for the lack of
knowledge about Canada’s history, and they may
want Canadians to forget September 13, 1759, when
Wolfe defeated Montcalm in the Battle of the Plains
of Abraham, after landing at Wolfe’s Cove near
Quebec City.

Strangely enough, although Sir John A’s bir thday
is forgotten, Canadians remember and celebrate the
bir thday of another Scot on January 25, Robbie
Burn’s Day.

It was Burns who wrote the words and music of
Auld Lang Syne and about 280 other songs that
helped to form the backbone of Scotland’s rich, folk
song history.

Canada has a proud history and it should be high-
lighted in Ontario’s education curriculum, rather than
hidden away in a broader course outline under
Personal and Social Studies or some such name.

But then, it’s difficult to encourage students to
learn about Canadian history when the powers that
be keep changing the words to “O Canada”, the
national anthem.

It’s too late to do anything about remembering
SirJohn A’s bir thday this year, but maybe next year
he will be remembered.

“Aurora’s 
Community Newspaper”

Published weekly by The Auroran Publications Inc.
At 75 Mary Street, Unit #3

Aurora, L4G 1G3

Editorial policy

Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and letter writers are not necessarily those
of The Auroran. Letters must include name and phone number, although number will not be
published. Names may be withheld assuming a compelling reason to do so. Letters may be
edited or refused. All contents protected by copyright.

Advertising policy

Publisher is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors that do not lessen the
value of an advertisement. Disputes must be brought to the attention of the publisher prior
to the following edition.

Poor Richard
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Letter to the Editor

Three views of Yonge Street show the change in the road over the past 95 years. The top photo, with a
“radial” car ready to turn into the Aurora station (it was located just north of Aurora United Church), was
taken in 1912. In the middle, this is how Yonge Street looked in 1957. Finally, our photographer, David
Falconer, captured Yonge Street, complete with its traffic and signals, Saturday morning, from a spot just
south of Mosley Street. The top two photographs come from the postcard collection of Councillor Bob
McRoberts.
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Canadians fail
in knowledge
of the country

Casino rule riles bar owner

The changing face of Yonge Street

1912

1957

2007

To the editor,

As a bar owner, I am flab-
bergasted at the utter disre-
spect Dalton McGuinty and
the Liberal Party have for
people in our business.

The truth is, it was never
about smoking.

It has always been about
money.

We have never changed
our position on smoking.

If smoking is legal, then
we shall - and must - reserve
the right to smoke.

We must be allowed to
decide for ourselves
whether to allow smoking in
our private businesses. Non-
smokers then have the right
not to patronize smoking
establishments.

Why is this not so sim-
ple?? 

Now “the hypocritical

Liberal party” deems it quite
okay for casinos to be the
exception to “the smoking
bylaw”.

It doesn’t matter to politi-
cians that literally thousands
of employees, and owners
in the bar and restaurant
industry have had their
incomes seriously slashed,
many of whom have lost
their entire life savings,
because of this utterly stupid
law.

The elected politicians’
sole responsibility is to
uphold the law and rights of
all Canadians, not just the
casino owners and gam-
blers.

Please help me: “where
does this hypocrisy end?”

Joe Badali
Jersey’s 
Aurora
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The headline on the front page of last week’s Auroran was,
“First look at budget = ouch”.

The story then goes on that the first draft of the initial $20.8
million budget could represent a 12.4 per cent increase.

The one silver lining, it was noted, was that, “…when blended
with the regional budget estimated to be up five percent and a
zero percent increase budget for education purposes, the actual
tax increase for the homeowner is 5.4 per cent”.

Guess we are supposed to find solace in this fact.
Kind of like hearing about the proverbial light at the end of the

tunnel – only to find that the light is really a locomotive coming
your way!

While the tax increase would still be over double the rate of
expected rate of inflation for 2007, it would at least be a decrease
from the annual 7.8 per cent increase that we have experienced
over the past few years, which is clearly not sustainable.

The mayor, council and staff are now engaged in trying to
finalize the 2007 Budget. And it is quite the beast.

After looking through a bunch of the power point presentations
and spreadsheets available to all and sundry via the Town web-
site my head is still spinning.

Trying to gain an understanding of the numbers, the trends
and the context of it all is rather confusing.A couple of basic ques-
tions come to mind.

What is the Aurora budget really comprised of? How and on
what basis is our budget put together and how long does the
budgeting process take? Further, as an Aurora resident, do I have
any input into the process? 

For starters, there are a number of pieces to the budget, some
within the council’s direct purview and some not.

Our total tax levy is based upon the combined budgets of the
Aurora Town budget, our share of the York Region budget and our
share of the York Region School Board budget.

According to Councillor Alison Collins-Mrakas, out of a $100
tax levy, approximately $27 goes to the Aurora budget, $43 to the
York Region budget and $30 to the school board budget.

There are then four components to the Aurora budget:
Business Plans, Capital Budget, Operating Budget, Water/Sewer
Budget.

According to Ms Collins-Mrakas, the budget process began in
mid-December when the Chief Administrative Officer made a
power point presentation to council on the capital budget.

This presentation was based upon the work of the senior
management team at the Town of Aurora.

The capital projects are listed and then ranked by the senior
management team (“SMT”) at the Town.The capital projects doc-
ument is then provided to council. The Aurora Capital Budget
January 11, 2007, document notes that “this is Council’s Budget
process, scoring is SMT’s attempt to prioritize corporately”.

There are eight sub parts to the priority setting matrix – includ-
ing things like legal obligation, health and safety, etc. Points are
given for each.

For example, under legal obligation 25 points are awarded if
the project must be done this year while zero points are awarded
if the project must be done in more than five years.

The 2007 Capital Budget that is provided to council has the
projects listed by scoring results.

This year the number one project – with a score of 100 points
- is the Aurora Recreation Complex Debt Repayment.

The second most important project, according to the
Department Heads was the Design for Engineering Services
Projects with a score of 79.

At last count there were 127 capital project priorities and the
list keeps growing. Councillor Al Wilson told me that council had
been through the top 30. They will look at each priority one by
one, and eventually vote on them.

The Capital Budget, while reviewed first, is not looked at in iso-
lation. It is needed as input to the annual operating budget. Both

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

Amid the weeds and deadheads of my untended garden, a
beacon of hope bloomed last fall: an unlikely cluster of brilliant
pink roses.

The spectacle looked about as out of place amid the brown
and gold and rusty red landscape of October in Aurora…as a
Scottish kilt might look on my Croatian husband.

But even so, I might have missed the show if I hadn’t tripped
over Jennifer’s shoes back in August.

After the transforming power of my ceramic floor travelled
through my brain, I had to stop…and smell the roses. Yes, it
took a concussion to knock the horse-power out of me – and
some horse sense in.

Many years ago, my Aunt Ruza (my father’s youngest sis-
ter) gave me a birthday present that I didn’t really appreciate.
It was a small pillow embroidered with the words “Stop and
Smell the Roses”.

I thought I appreciated it. But I never really got the message
she has been trying to get through to me for decades.

How could I? I was raised by her brother! I didn’t have a
chance…

We’re talking about a man whose favourite saying is: “Work
is 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 52 weeks a year. The
rest of the time, you can relax and have fun!”

My father is turning 70 in a couple of months and still thinks
that “retirement” is something to start thinking about when he
gets old.

Growing up, the only person who could match my father’s
obsession with work was my mother. Double whammy!

Other people buy cottages on lakes so they can get away
from work, relax and enjoy themselves. Not my parents. They
bought 42 acres of farmland in Nowhere, Ontario, with a one-
room schoolhouse on it. Lake? There wasn’t even a swamp in
the vicinity.

On summer weekends, we planted, weeded, cleared brush,
pruned trees and fixed whatever needed fixing.

In the fall, we harvested, pickled and canned…and fixed
whatever needed fixing.

And since the schoolhouse was a relic dating back to 1907,
we often dropped in on winter weekends…to fix whatever
needed fixing.

Whatever afflicted my parents must have been either con-
tagious or genetic because I’ve spent most of my life either
working, or thinking about work!

And I’m not the only one.
All around me, I see people rushing to try to keep up with

the speed of life.
We live in the age of fast computers, fast cars, fast food and

fast forgetting how to stop…and be still for a moment.
I am reminded of a story I once heard about a man who

rolled through a stop sign.
A police officer pulled him over and the man insisted that

slowing down should be good enough.
“Stop…slow down,” argued the driver. “What’s the differ-

ence?”
The police officer thought for a moment, then pulled out his

billy club and began beating the man with it.
As the driver screamed, the officer shouted: “Now, do you

want me to slow down…or do you want me to stop?”
There is a difference...
Late in November, life issued another decree on the impor-

tance of stopping.
While we were vacationing in Cancun, Damir developed a

rare and serious blood clot.
There’s nothing quite like a brush with death to change

one’s perspective and yet…like the driver who rolled through
the stop sign, we all cling to the idea that slowing down is good
enough.

The pillow says: STOP and smell the roses. It doesn’t say
SLOW DOWN and smell the roses.

Yes, injury and illness are a hazard of life. But beauty and
joy always bloom among the thorns.

The difference is that injury and illness command us to
stop, and beauty and joy are an invitation to stop.

Last year, my parents sold the old schoolhouse. The new
owners chose to bulldoze it.

So what if we spent years fixing what needed to be fixed?
All that remains now are the sunsets and stars and fireflies

that we stopped to notice; the laughter around the campfires
we stopped to share with friends and family; the lingering scent
of lilacs and wild roses that will continue to invite us to stop and
be still for a moment in the joy and beauty of the memory.

Our lives can change – even end – in the blink of an eye.
And those moments when we stopped are what life is all

about.
They are the only things that we will take with us, and they

are the only things we will leave behind.
Roses bloom at the unlikeliest times because roses are

always in bloom.
They are in the smile of a friend, or the hug of a child, but

they are always there…no matter the thorns that surround
them.

And when we accept life’s invitation to stop and breathe
them in, we become a beacon of hope for ourselves and for
others.

Cathy Vrancic welcomes e-mail at:
cathyvrancic@hotmail.com

or laughingmatters@aci.on.ca

Stop and smell the roses…
Cathy’s 
Corner

Front Porch
Perspective
By Stephen Somerville 

budgets will be approved together.
The goal is to have the final budget finalized by February 1.Ms

Collins-Mrakas cautions me that this is “only a goal - we need to
take the time.This is an important budget – with lots of competing
interests”.

Added Councillor Wilson, “every council member is thorough-
ly investigating every priority”.

Council has wanted to ensure as much transparency as pos-
sible in the process and has made all meetings open to the pub-
lic – a good idea. And there have been quite a few citizen dele-
gations appearing before Council.

It’s worth repeating the words from Mayor Morris’s inaugural
address:

“I would challenge you to get involved in your government.Your
involvement, your scrutiny, your challenges and your support will
ensure your Council delivers. Please don’t leave it to Council
alone, to build a better Aurora.We’ll do a better job with your par-
ticipation.”

Last word goes to Ms Collins-Mrakas who rightly notes, “It is
your budget”.

Stephen can be contacted at:
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Budget talks begin



BOUQUETS to Councillor Wendy Gaertner and all parent
volunteers on the 15th anniversary of the very suc-
cessful Friday night Hot Spot for youngsters
attending Grades 6 to 8.

BRICKBATS to Poor Richard for getting his dates mixed
up. In a story in The Auroran he wrote that the
position of Deputy Mayor was created in 1988

after John West was re-elected Mayor and former Mayor
George Timpson topped the polls, when, in fact, the first
bylaw appointing a Deputy Mayor was in 1980 and Timpson
was elected Mayor and West topped the polls.

BOUQUETS to the Aurora Tigers Peewee AA on winning
the Nickel Centre tournament in Sudbury by
defeating the Humberview Huskies 3-0 in the final
game to win the series.

BRICKBATS to Aurora Council for holding a public 
general committee meeting dealing with the
2007 Capital Budget in the small Holland Room

where the acoustics are poor, the room crowded and no
podium was available for citizens wanting to make a presen-
tation. Meanwhile, the council chamber was empty.

BOUQUETS to the Aurora Chamber of Commerce for
requesting that members bring Tim Horton gift cer-
tificates to the Holiday Open House and sending
the $1,185 in certificates received to Jeffrey

Hunter’s Squadron in Afghanistan. Jeffrey is from Aurora
and was wounded in Afghanistan and is now recovering.

BRICKBATS to the labour laws in Ontario and
Saskatchewan that permitted GO Transit crews
to strike affecting the lives of thousands of com-

muters in Ontario and snowplow drivers in Saskatchewan to
strike during one of the worst snowstorms of the winter.
Essential workers should not have the right to strike!

BOUQUETS to the more than 80 per cent of voters in
Ajax, Pickering and Oshawa who voted in favour of
direct election of the regional chairman in a refer-
endum question on the recent municipal ballot, but

the result is not binding on council. The results would be the
same in York Region if a vote was held.

BRICKBATS to the RCMP for the atrocious manner in
which they handled the Mahar Arar file and then
to bill the Canadian taxpayers $860,000 for their

inefficient investigation of his actions which turned out to be
erroneous. Time for a full public investigation in what used to
be a highly respected force. The federal inquiry cost another
$15 million!

BOUQUETS to the McGuinty government for increasing
the general minimum wage from $7.75 to $8 per
hour Feb. 1, but the measly 25 cents is nowhere
near the 25 per cent increase or $22,000 the MPPs

granted themselves before going on a two-month holiday.

BRICKBATS to the justice system in Britain for reopen-
ing the inquest into the death of Princess Diana
nearly 10 years after her death in a motor vehi-

cle accident in Paris. Both a British and French police inves-
tigation ruled the crash was an accident. Let the poor girl
rest in peace.

BOUQUETS to Newmarket and the Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority for partnering to solve a
long-standing problem for fish in Bogart Creek by
building a fish ladder made of steps in the creek

bed. Would a fish ladder help Tannery Creek, or is it too pol-
luted?

BRICKBATS to the Ministry of the Environment and
everyone else for members of council and citi-
zens being denied information about the con-

tamination of Tannery Creek.
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ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationali-
ties
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Letters to the Editor

we know you want
real service from real people.

statefarm.ca • State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
Canadian Head Office: Scarborough, Ontario

That’s State Farm®. Don’t trust just anyone
to insure your car, see me.

Peter Virtanen, CLU
220 Industrial Parkway South
Aurora, ON L4G 3V6
905.727.8400

P02032CN 04/02

For all your Auto, Home and Life insurance needs see State Farm Agent. 

PETER VIRTANEN, CLU
220 Industrial Pkwy S. Unit 37 
(Across from Aurora Hydro) 

905-727-8400

That’s State Farm® Don’t trust just anyone
to insure your car, see me.

By DICK ILLINGWORTH

TRINITY ANGLICAN WELCOMES YOU!
79 Victoria Street, Aurora   (905) 727-6101

www.trinityaurora.ca
The Reverend Canon Dawn Davis

Services:  8:00 a.m.  *9:15 a.m.  *11 a.m.
*Church School and Nursery are available

What women are wearing to
church these days.

If you believe clerical collars fit women as
well as men, we invite you to come worship
with us this Sunday. You’ll find more than

just clothing styles have changed.

Illingworth bias 
showing: reader
To the editor,

I used to look forward to
reading Mr. Illingworth's pick
of who's been naughty or
nice, that is, until the last
federal election.

Now I don't expect some-
one who's so obviously par-
tisan to heap praises on a
group of people that he
doesn't agree with.

That said, how about
occassonally giving them
some credit. Let’s see, what
could we give the Harper
government credit for, hmm,
how about, trying to KEEP
ITS PROMISES.

Mr. I. is entitled to his

opinion but I don't remem-
ber him ever being so mean
to the previous government
even when they would con-
tinually stick a wet finger in
the air to find out what they
were going to flip flop on
next.

Like it or not, Dick, we
finally have a 'leader', a man
who's not afraid of making
principled decisions.

Now it's not possible for
the government to be per-
fect in all that they do
because if they were, then
we wouldn't need elections.

R. Leonard 
Aurora

Reader “misinformed” about
wind turbines, this man says

To the editor,

The illusion of green
energy and quiet wind tur-
bines is just that – an illu-
sion.

It’s quite apparent that
Mr. Orrell (Letter to the
Editor, The Auroran, Jan. 9)
is ill-informed of the facts
and his letter urging council
to do the “right thing” only
confirms this.

Mr. Orrell’s reference to
the elegance of the wind tur-
bines near Shelbourne is
probably made from the per-
spective of the comfort of
his car as he drives by lis-
tening to the radio. The fact
is these wind turbines are in
a farming community, not in
a residential area.

And the neighbouring
farms, which are impacted,
also share in the revenue
produced from the wind tur-
bines.

Our argument is not one
based on the sharing of rev-
enue, but one that is based
on an adverse impact on our
lives and on the environ-
ment as the facts show.

ACI (Aurora Cable
Internet) applied to the
Committee of Adjustment in
September, 2005, for relief
from a Town bylaw that
restricted further develop-
ment on the Oak Ridge
Moraine.

ACI was requesting per-
mission to install three wind

turbines and a shipping con-
tainer at their Ridge Road
site.

As per ACI’s sworn state-
ment, the shipping container
and the wind turbines were
needed for power produc-
tion and they represented a
new use not currently pres-
ent on the site. The goal of
this proposal was to reduce
the demand on the power
grid and therefore the
reduction of greenhouse
gases.

Given ACI’s position that
both the wind turbines and
the shipping container were
required to produce energy,
one can only concur with
the Committee of
Adjustment and OMB deci-
sions that the shipping con-
tainer could only be placed
when all the conditions were
met and the wind turbines
were approved for installa-
tion.

According to ACI’s sworn
submissions there was no
other reason to install the
shipping container.

So why did ACI place the
shipping container on the
site in April, 2006, and con-
nect it to the grid?

If one were to believe
ACI’s submissions, then one
must question why the ship-
ping container is required
without the wind turbines.

Clearly they are getting a
benefit other than the pro-
duction of green energy.

The placement of the
shipping container on the
site has resulted, by ACI’s
own admission, in a dramat-
ic increase in the power that
they draw from the grid.

In fact, they are now
using their diesel generator
even when there are no
power outages - presumably
to supplement their power
needs.

The placement of the
shipping container on the
site prior to the wind tur-
bines has resulted in addi-
tional greenhouse gases,
rather than a reduction, con-
tradicting ACI’s, Mr. Orrell’s
and many others’ claims.

Further, ACI’s request to
the MOE for a Certificate of
Approval for the wind tur-
bines has been denied.

ACI submitted to the
MOE, in June, 2006, funda-
mentally the same noise
study it presented to the
OMB in March, 2006.

That same study at the
OMB hearing was shown to
exceed the noise limits and
did not meet them as pur-
ported by ACI.

ACI, nonetheless, sub-
mitted the flawed noise
study, by the same consult-
ant that the OMB chair had
considerable difficulty quali-
fying as an expert witness,
continuing to show compli-
ance with the noise guide-
lines even though they were
shown not to comply.

This noise study was
rejected and ACI has

claimed that it has tried to
provide the MOE with new
criteria.

To date they have been
unsuccessful in convincing
the MOE of their Committee
of Adjustment claims of
extremely quiet wind tur-
bines.

It is evident again that
the residents were not over
reacting and the proposal
was ill founded.

One would have expect-
ed that the Town staff would
have, at the very least,
informed themselves as to
the MOE noise limits and
noted that the submissions
by ACI to Committee of
Adjustment exceeded those
limits.

Is ACI the “good corpo-
rate citizen” that many claim
or perhaps hoped for?

ACI, like all other corpo-
rations, is in the business of
making money.

It just happens that ACI
wants to achieve this goal at
the expense of its neigh-
bours and the environment,
contrary to its claims of
good intentions.

Given the facts, and his
concern for the environ-
ment, even Mr. Orrell must
agree that the right thing for
council to do is hold ACI to
its legal requirements and
remove the offending ship-
ping container from the
Ridge Road site.

Walter Mestrinaro
Aurora
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Featuring:
Rockport • Clarks • Columbia 
Cougar • Sorel • Franco Sarto

Merrell • Mephisto• Hush Puppies
• Ecco...and many more 

DON’T FORGET - EARN FREE SHOES - JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

SHOES
Est. 1970

(905) 727-939114800 Yonge Street, Aurora Shopping Centre

WHERE GREAT SHOES AND GREAT SERVICE ARE A GREAT FIT!

UGGS ON SALE
NOW!!!

Sale ends 
SATURDAY FEB. 3TH

SALE

Plus... 

AN ADDITIONAL 50%OFF
Already reduced items on our clearance table!

5 BELOW JEANS & MORE 905-841-7762
14800 Yonge St., Aurora (Beside omars Shoes) 

50%
OFF

Hurry in for best selection!
Sale ends SATURDAY FEB. 3TH.

ALL WINTER JACKETS, 
TRIPLE 5 SOUL, MISS ME, 

BUFFALO JEANS,
DELICIOUS & MORE.

5 BELOW
Jeans & More

AN ADDITIONAL 50% OFF
Already reduced items on our clearance rack!

Plus...
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Letters to the Editor

Prez says thanks
for the support
from community
To the editor,

The Catholic Women’s
League of Our Lady of
Grace Church held their
11th Annual Christmas Fair
Saturday Nov. 18.

I wish to share my deep-
est appreciation and thanks
to the many contributors of
this event.

Publicizing our events
Mr. Ron Wallace, The
Auroran, thank you.

Thank you to our fabu-
lous artisan vendors dis-
playing their delightful
wares.

A special thank you goes
out to the huge and gener-
ous support from many of
our local business mer-
chants donating gifts for our

silent auction and all day
draw.

Thank you to Our Lady
Of Grace parishioners con-
tributing baked goods and
Rev. Father Don MacLean
for his support and bless-
ings.

A cheery Merry
Christmas thank you to the
Cardinal Carter High
School student volunteers:
Theresa Armstrong, Linda
Badali, Casandra Brennan,
Kyla Campo, John Cardella,
Luana Cimpean, Karie
Evelyn, Jenna McDermott,
Laura McMurray, Jen Toth,
Tala Speciale and Amanda
Storey and Aurora Heights
Public School student vol-
unteer, Victoria Richardson.

I had a blast with you all

Excellent return
on my survey,
this reader says
To the editor,

The sidewalk votes are
in.

Forty per cent of the
Heritage District residents
responded to the sidewalk
survey that I delivered earli-
er this month.

Of those responding, 83
per cent chose to retain
narrower widths for new
sidewalks in the Heritage
District rather than get the
Aurora standard 1.5 metre
sidewalks.

I was able to present
these results to council on
Saturday, January 20, so I
thank the 59 folks who
answered and put the
forms in my mailbox.

It was an excellent
demonstration of local
democracy in action.

This survey was initiated
to find out what the people
think about two projects in
the current 2007 budget
review.

Each project would cre-
ate new sidewalks in the
new (June, 2006)
Northeast Old Aurora
Heritage Conservation
District.

Some of us believed that
the 1.5 metre wide side-
walks would be outside the
spirit of the guidelines.

While delivering the
forms I learned a lot.

Walking the dangerously
narrow sidewalk on Centre
Street, I heard that they
have been requesting a fix
for 16 years.

On Maple and Fleury, I
heard, “Why are you doing
this? Narrow sidewalks
were established here five
years ago.”

I thank Steve Mills and
G. Leslie Oliver for provid-
ing extensive details about

wearing reindeer hats.
Thanks to young Peter

McKerracher for running
the fish pond activity for
children.

Delighting the many
children and checking his
list was Santa and his elves
Miss Candy and Miss
Cane.

Thank you to our Aurora
citizens and former Mayor
Tim Jones for attending.

Thank you to Mr. David
Falconer, Auroran photog-
rapher, for capturing this
event.

Thank you to the
Catholic Women’s League
of Our Lady Of Grace
Church.

Your countless hours of
dedication, hosting, organ-
izing and volunteering for
this fund raising event
allowed many charities to
benefit.

We raised more than
$7,000.

One hundred per cent of
our fundraising assists var-
ious charities including our
local food bank, Southlake
Regional Health Centre, St.
Vincent De Paul, Father
Don MacLean’s Christmas
fund for families in need
and our own CWL Stained
Glass Fund.

We provided funding for
youth groups, student sub-
sidy programs and health
care.

We are truly blessed to
have this opportunity in our
community to assist chari-
ties in need at this time of
the year.

Deborah Lynn Campo 
Our Lady Of Grace
CWL President 
2005, 2006

those years.
This is an urgent job

waiting for the new
Heritage Advisory
Committee.

If it can work with the
Community Planner and
Public Works engineers to
establish sidewalks that are
wide enough to be comfort-
able plus narrow enough to
meet the guidelines and the
concerns of the residents,
then councilors can devote
their energies to more pro-
ductive tasks for Aurora.

Gordon Barnes
Aurora

14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

Flowers
by Terry

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?



BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

PEIRCE�McNEELY   ASSOCIATES

REAL ESTATE
CIVIL & FAMILY LITIGATION

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL LAW
Wills & Estates
905-727-8900

Offices in Toronto and York Region (Aurora)

150 Hollidge Blvd., Unit C7... across from Sobeys Bayview
Aurora  905-713-6326  1-877-939-4600

TIRED OF RUSTY WATER? 
WE HAVE THE SOLUTIONS!

EcoWater Systems® has been 
SOLVING WATER PROBLEMS 

since 1925. We are the world’s largest 
manufacturer of residential 

WATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS! 
You can count on EcoWater water softeners 

and drinking water systems to 
IMPROVE THE QUALITY 

OF YOUR WATER
Available at...

PARTY SUPPLIES 50% OFF
BIRTHDAY, BABY SHOWER, BRIDAL SHOWER, CHRISTENING, COMMUNION, 

RETIREMENT, CASINO, FIESTA, LUAU, WESTERN, MOVIE NIGHT…
Napkins, plates, cups, tablecovers, banners, streamers, decorations, invitations, piñatas, 

candles, confetti, plastic glasses, cutlery, loot bag toys, candy…

WEDDING 50% to 75% OFF
Candles, guest books, pens, ring pillows, garters, cake tops, figurines, place cards, 

toasting flutes, cake knives, albums, money boxes, T-shirts, sandals…

SEASONAL 75% to 90% OFF
Valentines, St. Patrick’s Day, Mardi Gras, Easter, Graduation, Summer, Thanksgiving, 

Halloween, Hanukkah, Christmas, New Year’s…

COSTUMES 50% to 90% OFF
Costumes, wigs, hats, makeup, accessories…

CARDS & GIFT WRAP
FIXTURES

Assorted display racks, spinners, shelving units, wooden dining table, wooden coffee tables, 
upholstered dining chairs, counters, warehouse racking, slat wall, hooks, pegs…

BALLOONACY
15483 Yonge Street, Aurora • 905-841-5031 

North of Wellington, across from the Howard Johnson Hotel 

www.balloonacy.ca

PARTY STORE CLOSING!!

50% to 90% OFF

Kelly Malehmir 
Mortgage Specialist

416-417-8838
Rates are on the 
rise...call now!

Northwood Mortgage 9050 Yonge St., Ste. 501, Richmond Hill
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Sweet winery proposal
went sour in north end

With wine becoming
one of the more popular
dr inks and with small
local wineries springing
up in various municipali-
ties, there was a hope
that back in 1994 Aurora
residents might enjoy
the fruits of the Aurora
Winery.

But it was not to be.
In March, 1989, an

application was received
for the four-acre proper-
ty located at the nor th-
west corner of the St.
John’s Sideroad and
Yonge Street. The appli-
cation was to change 
the designation from
Rural and Environ-
mental Protection to
Commercial.

The proposal was 
t o  c o n s t r u c t  t w o
office/commercial build-
ings with gross f loor
areas of 41,657 square
feet and 33,843 square
feet.

The main floor of one
building was to be retail,
with the remaining floor
space in both buildings
for offices.

The town’s off icial
plan showed the area
north of the St. John’s
Sideroad, with the
exception of the
Anglican Conference
Centre, between
Bathurst to Bayview as
rural and urban separa-
tor.

There was concern
that the proposal could
be the star t of str ip
d e v e l o p m e n t  a l o n g
Yonge Street.

The regional planning
committee did not sup-
por t the application and
suggested a secondary
plan should be prepared
for the whole of the
Yonge Street/St. John’s
Sideroad area through
to the town’s nor thern
boundary from Bathurst
S t r e e t  t o  B a y v i e w
Avenue.

T h e  b o u n d a r y
between Aurora and
Newmarket is not the St.
John’s Sideroad, as
many believe, but actu-
ally is located hundreds
of feet nor th of the
sideroad.

As the town also
deemed the application
premature fol lowing a
public planning meeting,
the applicant requested
the Ministry of Municipal
Affairs to refer the mat-
ter to the Ontar io
Municipal Board.

As a result of inactivi-
ty, the file was closed in
August, 1992.

A subsequent appli-
cation was filed in May,
1993, by the Aurora
Off ice Centre for a
29,510 square foot
shopping centre but it
was never processed.

A revised application
was submitted in May,
1994, to permit a 
unique mixed use indus-
tr ial/commercial devel-

opment for a winery
operation encompassing
wine manufactur ing,
storage and sales, a
restaurant, specialty
retail shops associated
with winery use, finan-
cial institutions and trav-
el agencies.

It  was proposed to
construct two buildings
with the most westerly
building to accommo-
date the winery and
some retail.

The easterly building
would accommodate the
restaurant and retai l
space with a restaurant
patio over looking the
floodplain area.

Primary access was
proposed for the St.
John’s Sideroad with a

r ight- in, r ight-out on
Yonge Street with park-
ing for 121 cars.

Staff was not opposed
to the proposal and
noted that all structures
and parking areas had
been contained within
the developable compo-
nents of the property.

However it was point-
ed out that due to the
proximity of the Holland
River Valley and related
flood plains, both the

Conservation Author ity
and the Ministry of
Natural Resources had
expressed concern
regarding its protection
from impending develop-
ment.

Approval was granted
in principle subject to the
resolution of related
issues pr ior to f inal
approval, but the propos-
al never proceeded, and
the proper ty remains
vacant.

1994
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Win one of 100 great new 2007’s¥

PLAY AT YOUR PONTIAC BUICK GMC
DEALER TODAY.

New year. New lineup.
New Pontiac.

Wave Sedan SE model shown with

available equipment. MSRP $16,335

$12,995*

OR BASE MODEL
STARTING FROM 5.4%

UP TO 60 MONTHS‡

FINANCING
�

HWY: 5.9L/100km • 48mpg
CITY: 8.9L/100km • 32mpg

STEP-UP TO THE SE MODEL WITH 
A NO-CHARGE SUNROOF†.
SE MODEL ADDS: Power Windows, Locks & Mirrors • Cruise Control

• Remote Keyless Entry • Fog Lights 

STANDARD FEATURES ON 
AIR & AUTO MODEL:
• 1.6L 103 hp 4-cyl. Engine

• Automatic Transmission

• Air Conditioning

• AM/FM/CD with MP3 Playback

• Auxiliary Audio Input Jack

• 60/40 Split-Folding Rear Seat

• 14" Wheels

• Seating for 5

• 5-year/160,000 km GM Powertrain

Warranty with $0 Deductible�

FEEL PLAYFUL IN THE 2007 WAVE AIR & AUTOMATIC
AVAILABLE IN 5 DOOR OR THE ALL NEW SEDAN

$9�

FOR ONLY

MORE PER 
MONTH

DOWN LEASE

$0 $226

$1,600 $190

$3,000 $159

G5 STANDARD FEATURES INCLUDE:
• 2.2L 148 hp ECOTEC Engine

• Auxiliary Audio Input Jack

• 15" Wheels

• Spoiler

• 60/40 Split-Folding Rear Seat

• 5-year/160,000 km GM Powertrain

Warranty with $0 Deductible�

FEEL ENERGIZED IN THE 2007 G5 SE
AVAILABLE IN COUPE OR SEDAN

$15,198*

OR BASE MODEL
STARTING FROM

$209�2.4
G5 SE

SMARTLEASE

AT
%

APR 
PER MONTH/48 MONTHS

$1,460 DOWN PAYMENT
$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

�

HWY: 5.9L/100km • 48mpg
CITY: 9.2L/100km • 31mpg

DOWN LEASE

$0 $241

$1,550 $207

$3,250 $170

• Automatic Transmission • Power Windows, Locks & Mirrors • Cruise Control

• Air Conditioning • AM/FM/CD Player with MP3 Playback

SE MODEL ADDS:

$198�3.9
SEDAN

AIR & AUTO
SMARTLEASE

AT
%

APR 
PER MONTH/48 MONTHS

$1,250 DOWN PAYMENT
$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

2.4%
UP TO 60 MONTHS‡

FINANCING

STANDARD FEATURES INCLUDE:
• 2.4L 167 hp VVT 4-cyl. ECOTEC Engine

• Automatic Transmission

• Air Conditioning

• Remote Keyless Entry

• Power Windows & Locks

• 4-Wheel Disc Brakes

• 17" Wheels

• Electric Power Steering

• Cruise Control

• 5-year/160,000 km GM Powertrain

Warranty with $0 Deductible�

DRIVER’S PACKAGE ADDS: Power Sunroof • Remote Vehicle Start • Spoiler • Leather-Wrapped 3-Spoke Steering

Wheel with Stereo Controls • Leather-Wrapped Shifter and Parking Brake Handle • Power Adjustable Pedals

STEP-UP TO THE G6 SE WITH
DRIVER’S PACKAGE

FEEL ALIVE IN THE 2007 G6 SE

$23,930*
PURCHASE PRICE

$248�1.0
SMARTLEASE

AT
%

APR 
PER MONTH/48 MONTHS

$3,350 DOWN PAYMENT
$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

$8�

FOR ONLY

MORE PER 
MONTH

�

HWY: 6.6L/100km • 43mpg
CITY: 10.2L/100km • 28mpg

DOWN LEASE

$0 $319

$1,500 $287

$4,000 $234
1.5%

UP TO 60 MONTHS‡

FINANCING

STANDARD FEATURES INCLUDE:
• 1.8L 126 hp DOHC VVT-i Engine 

• Air Conditioning

• CD Stereo

• Fog Lights

• 60/40 Split-Folding Rear Seat

• 16" Wheels

• 5-year/160,000 km GM Powertrain

Warranty with $0 Deductible�

FEEL SPONTANEOUS IN THE 2007 VIBE

$18,998*
PURCHASE PRICE

$228�5.9
SMARTLEASE

AT
%

APR 
PER MONTH/48 MONTHS

$2,050 DOWN PAYMENT
$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

�

HWY: 5.9L/100km • 48mpg
CITY: 7.9L/100km • 36mpg

DOWN LEASE

$0 $276

$1,500 $241

$3,000 $206
3.9%

UP TO 60 MONTHS‡

FINANCING

VISIT YOUR LOCAL PONTIAC BUICK GMC DEALER TODAY.

EVEN MORE REASONS TO BUY A PONTIAC

Redeem your GM
VISA earnings today.

Ask about our three
months of no-charge

XM service**

Get
for your old car

$1000

For eligibility
requirements visit
carheaven.ca

For the latest information, visit us at gmcanada.com, drop by your local Pontiac • Buick • GMC Dealer or call us at 1-800-GM-DRIVE. ¥No purchase necessary. Contest open to Canadian residents
who have reached the age of majority in their province of residence. Contest closes February 28, 2007. At the outset of the contest, the following 2007 model year vehicles are available to be won: Chevrolet – Aveo LS Sedan/5-Door, Cobalt LT Sedan/Coupe, Avalanche LS, Silverado LT 1500 Crew; Pontiac/Buick/GMC – Wave Sedan/5-Door,
G5 SE Sedan/Coupe, Lucerne CXL V6, Acadia SLT FWD, Sierra SLE 1500 Crew; Saturn – Aura XE, Outlook XR AWD, Sky Red Line. Vehicle Prize winners will receive a Vehicle Prize (inclusive of freight, weight tax, air tax, plus applicable sales, environmental taxes and GST/HST/QST). Vehicle Prizes must be selected from dealer stock at the
dealership where the participant entered the contest on or before February 28, 2007. Vehicle Prize may not be exactly as shown. Potential prize winners must correctly answer a skill-testing question. The odds of receiving a Vehicle Prize will fluctuate during the Contest Period according to the number of entries. Based on 500,000 game plays
the odds of winning one of the regionally allocated vehicles is 1 in 5,000. See your GM dealer or visit www.gmcanada.com or call 1-800-GM-DRIVE for full contest rules. �Based on a 48 month lease for 2007 Pontiac (G5 Coupe or Sedan R7A/Wave Sedan or 5-door R7B,R7D/Vibe R7A/G6 Sedan R7A, R7B). Annual kilometre limit of 20,000km,
$0.15 per excess kilometre. Lease APR may vary depending on downpayment/trade. A down payment or trade of $1,460/$2,050/$1,250/$2,050/$3,350/$3,350 and $0 security deposit is required. Option to purchase at lease end is $8,104/$5,846/$7,059/$9,153/$9,354/$10,269 plus applicable taxes. Other lease options are available. *Offer applies
to the purchase of 2007 Pontiac (G5 Coupe or Sedan R7A/Wave Sedan or 5-door R7A/Vibe R7A/G6 Sedan R7A). �*Freight $1,095/$1,045/$1,160/$1,250 license, insurance, registration, PPSA, administration fees and taxes are not included. Offers apply as indicated to the purchase or lease of 2007 new or demonstrator models of the vehicle
equipped as described. Offers apply to qualified retail customers in the Ontario Pontiac Buick GMC Dealer Marketing Association area only (including Outaouais and excluding Northwestern Ontario). Dealer order or trade may be required. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offer which may not be combined with other offers.
See your dealer for conditions and details. ‡Financing approved on GMAC credit only for 2007 Pontiac (G5 Coupe or Sedan R7A/Wave Sedan or 5-door R7A/Vibe R7A/G6 Sedan R7A). Based on a 60 month term. Down payment, trade and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount
borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $10,000 at 2.4%/5.4%/3.9%/1.5%, the monthly payment is $177.03/$190.55/$183.71/$173.10 for 60 months. Cost of borrowing is $621.80/$1,433/$1,022.60/$386. Total obligation is $10,621.80/$11,433/$11,022.60/$10,386. �Warranty based on 5-years or 160,000km whichever comes first. Excludes
medium duty trucks. See your dealer for conditions for limited warranty details. �Fuel consumption determined using Transport Canada approved methodology for 2007 Wave with 1.6L engine and manual transmission/G5 Coupe or Sedan with 2.2L engine and manual transmission/Vibe with 1.8L engine and manual transmission/G6 Sedan SE with
2.4L engine and automatic transmission. ®Registered trademark of General Motors Corporation. TD Canada Trust licensed user of mark. Visa International Service Association/TD Canada Trust and GM licensed user of marks. **For more information visit gm.xmradio.ca. The XM name and related logos are registered trademarks of XM Satellite
Radio Inc. ®OnStar uses existing emergency service providers as well as cellular and satellite technologies. Vehicle electrical systems need to be operating for features to function properly. See dealer for conditions and details. �GMCL will pay the first two months’ GMAC lease payments for 24 to 48 month leases only, paid up to a maximum monthly
lease payment of $600 (tax included). Alternatively, GMCL will pay the first two months’ GMAC finance payments for finance terms up to 72 months only, paid up to a maximum monthly finance payment of $600 (tax included). Offer applicable to equal monthly payment SMARTLEASE leases or finance agreements with GMAC and subject to GMAC
credit approval. License, insurance, registration and administration fees not included and may be payable upon signing. Program not available to recipients of any previous GM student/graduate offer. Visit gmstudentbonus.ca for more details.

BUYPONTIAC.CA
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SPORTS
GIANT
BOOK 
SALE

75 MARY ST.
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Izzi Popat
Sales Representative
905727-3154
E-Mail 
ipopat@
trebnet.com

Your Community REALTY, Brokerage 
Independently Owned & Operated

statefarm.ca™ • State Farm • Canadian Home Office: Aurora, Ontario
Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice.

P046164CN 07/05

You’re too young to retire, but

NOT TOO YOUNG TO PLAN.

Make sure your retirement savings always keep working for 
you. I can help with RRSPs and more. Call me today.

Allan Cruickshank, Agent,  CFP FLMI
300 Wellington St E
Aurora, ON L4G 1J5
Bus: 905-727-2749
allan.cruickshank.qjbb@statefarm.com

Need Direction?
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 Employment Services available to you
at  “NO COST’

• Job Search Strategies
• Career Assessment & Counselling
• Resume Development

Yonge and Mulock in Newmarket

Operated by
Seneca

905-898-6199
Funded by the

Government of Canada

Tigers bounce back with three wins
After a lengthy road trip

in which the Aurora Tigers
Provincial Junior A hockey
team dropped two games
in a row, they bounced
back with three consecu-
tive victories last
week…two at home.

Their latest was a 5-3
win over the Huntsville-
Muskoka Otters Sunday
afternoon at the Aurora
Community Centre.

Winning wasn't all that
easy, though. Huntsville
needed the victory to stay
in the hunt for a playoff
spot.

With the game tied at
three goals each and with
less than five minutes

remaining in regulation
time, Vince Bruni decided
to take things into his own
hands by driving the net
with authority and getting
the puck over the oppos-
ing goaltender while being
tripped.

That effort resulted in
the game winning goal -
his first with the team -
leading the Tigers to a 5-3
victory.

Daniel Michalsky added
an insurance goal, his
second marker of the
game, on a great second
effort that sealed the win.

"Two big plays when it
mattered most, first by
Vince then by Daniel, were

the difference today," said
Tiger Coach Jerome
Dupont.

Also scoring for Aurora
were Alain Goulet and
newcomer Jeff Grenier
with his first in a Tiger uni-
form.

Quinn Waller added
three assists while Tyler
Gordon stopped a penalty
shot.

On Friday night, in the
comfort of the Community
Centre, Aurora had little
trouble handing the
improved Orangeville
Crushers a 6-2 setback.

Not only can Mark
Thorburn protect his team-
mates when needed but

he can also do some dam-
age on the scoreboard.

He was there for the
big effort as he scored
two goals to lead the
Tigers to victory.

"When Mark is commit-
ted to the task at hand,
the sky's the limit, as he
can not only beat you with
the physical side of his
game but he can also
score, just as he did
tonight," said General
Manager and Assistant
Coach Craig Evans.

Also contributing to the
goal total were Andrew
Favot, Paul Zanette,
Jordan Watts and Daniel
Michalsky.

Alain Goulet added
three assists while Mike
Dahlinger and Doug
Henderson contributed
two each.

Mike Lalande, solid in
net for Aurora, stopped 14
of 16 shots.

In Stouffville Thursday
night, Aurora fired three
goals in the first period
and added three more in
the third to skate to an
easy 8-2 victory over the
Spirit.

Paul Zanette led the
way for the winners with a
hat trick, while Joey
Martin added two for him-
self.

Singles went to Brett
Connolly, Daniel
Michalsky, and Colin
Williams.

The next three games
will be challenging for the
Tigers.

Thursday they play the

Hurricanes in Newmarket,
while on Friday they return
home to face the
Stouffville Spirit at the
Aurora Community

Centre.
Game time is 7.30 p.m.
On Sunday the Tigers

travel to St. Mikes to face
the Buzzers.

Girls’ hockey team
edged in the finals

The Aurora Panthers
Peewee BB girls’ hockey
team made it to the champi-
onship game in the
O r a n g e v i l l e  T i g e r s
Sweethearts Tournament,
last week, but ran out of
time.

Playing against an older
and higher rated Whitby
Wildcats team in the final,
the Panthers put together an
inspired, passionate and
hard-working hockey game,
but ran out of time, and lost
the match 2-1.

Superb goaltending from
Stephanie Giddings and
solid defensive play from
Taylor Plume, Kiera Dorman,

Janet Deane, Danielle
McIntosh and Veronica
English kept the game close.

Trailing 2-0 early in the
third period, the Panthers,
on a goal from Hayley Black,
made the final 10 minutes of
the contest more than 
exciting.

The Panthers came close
to tying the game with excel-
lent efforts from Bea
Butcher, Taylor Pritchard,
Taylor McGuckin, Maria
Issaris and Olivia Phillips.

In order to reach the final,
the Panthers had defeated
the Kitchener Lady Rangers
3-0 with strong performanc-
es from Idanna Sortino,

Adrienne Coldwell and Holly
Thompson. Their other vic-
tory was a crucial 2-1 win
over the Orangeville Tigers
with goaltender Tori Semple
leading the way.

The staff - Head Coach
Bryan Black, Assistant
Coaches Rick Plume and
Dave McIntosh, Trainer
Shelley Dorman and
Manager Cherise Sortino –
expressed their pride in the
girls’ efforts in reaching the
final, while representing
A u r o r a  w i t h  g o o d  
sportsmanship and team
character.

Bridge results
Tuesday Jan, 16: NS - Margaret MacFarlane, Paul

MacFarlane; Sandra Hills, Glenn Hills; Paula Priestly,
Peter Donnelly.

Wednesday, Jan. 17: NS - Don Jackson, Lena
Jackson; Jane Demers, Ross Jenkinson; Paul Graves,
Vivien, Thomas. EW - Paul Stanbury, George Jordan;
Virginia Smereka, Paul MacFarlane; Rose Morrell, Mary
Oglanby.

Friday, Jan. 19: NS - Ata Amiri, Zahra Jafroudi; Don
Jackson, Lena Jackson; Olly Smolak, James Longley;
Izhar Haque, Ibrahim El Amin. EW - Virginia Smereka,
Paul Graves; Gerald Heath, Deanne Dennison; Ross
Jenkinson, Karen Pepperall; Irma Field, George Jordan.
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JOHN ROYCE of Marshall Capital Corp. and host
OF ACI’S “ON THE MONEY” 

has a message:

“DIVERSIFICATION & REBALANCING are the
only ways to PROTECT your investment gains and
REDUCE THE RISK in your RRSP. If you are
unsure about whether your investments are 
PROPERLY DIVERSIFIED, you owe it to yourself
to TAKE ACTION & get a second opinion”.

For a FREE CONSULTATION call John
at (905) 726-8925 or 

email john@marshallcapital.com 

ARE YOUR 
INVESTMENT 

GAINS PROTECTED?

Marshall Capital Corp. is an associate of FundEX Investments Inc.

Patrick M. Gaffney
Now practicing all aspects of Family 
Law including custody, access, support, 
property division, divorce and child protection
matters. Practitioner of Collaborative Family
Law - a client controlled, lawyer assisted, 
out-of-court process focused on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions for separating
families. 

• 1/2 hour free consultation
• accepting Legal Aid 

#205 - 16610 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket
PH: 905-953-0023   pmgaffney@bellnet.ca

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

SCRAPBOOKING SERIES

FREE WORKSHOP

Celebrating Love
Create a handmade card or scrapbook page 
that will be treasured for years to come!

Tuesday February 28 
Time: 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

Thompson Funeral Home 
530 Industrial Pkwy. S.

Aurora

Bring your favourite photos 
for an evening of fun and 

creativity. We’ll provide 
additional supplies 
and refreshments. 

Call 905-727-5421
to reserve your seat

Space is limited

A community event sponsored 
by Dignity Memorial Funeral Services

Celebrating 2006

Tuesday, Jan 30

www.standrewschiro.ca 
   5 minutes on the internet could lead to a lifetime of improved health  

     15570 Yonge St. #5 (Arch Plaza)         905.727.6500  

Dr. Carey Avery, DC    Andrea Sodonis, RMT     Sally Webb, RMT Asha Frost, HD

ST. ANDREW’S CHIROPRACTIC & WELLNESS
Chiropractic, Sports Injury Rehab, Custom Orthotics 

Registered Massage Therapy, Homeopathy 
Work/Auto Injuries

Monday night hockey
Results as of Monday, Jan. 15

TEAM                                         W      L       T       GF      GA      PT

Tom & Jerry’s                              11 2 2 53 31 24
Law Insurance Brokers             9 4 2 63 35 20
Priestly Demolition                 7 7 1 56 52 15
Highland Chev-Olds-Geo-Cad 6 6 3 57 49 15
Rec Cycle N’ Sports            7 7 1 53 59 15
Baldwin’s                            5 8 2 55 59 12
FPL Aggregates                      5 10 0 40 63 10
Masterclean Contracting             4 10 1 43 62 9

Results, Monday, Jan. 15
Baldwins Steakhouse 4        Rec Sports        6
FPL Aggregates         2       Highlands Chev    0

Tom & Jerry’s 4       Law Insurance        8
Priestly Demolition        2       Masterclean 3

Player standings, Monday, Jan. 15
NAME               TEAM          G          A        PTS

Mark Sedore Priestly 17 5     22
John Archibauld   Highland’s 14 7     21
Ed Kilroy Rec Sports 11     10     21
Steve Kavanah    Baldwins  10     10    20
John Anderson    Rec Sports 11 9      20
Steve McDonald  Law Insurance 8     10     18
Craig McConnell  Law Insurance 13 5      18
Bruce Chappell   Highland’s 5 13    18
John Yaremko    Law Insurance 11 5     16
Darryl Thompson Tom & Jerry’s 13 3     16
Jason Muise Priestly   7 9     16
Charlie Steenhorst Rec Sports      2 13    15
Kevin Brown Rec Sports 7 8      15
Scott Crabb Highland’s 5 9      14
Brad McMillan   Tom & Jerry’s 7 7      14
Pat O’Mahony    FPL         5 8      13
Gerald Briand    Baldwins 7 6      13
Steve McDonald   Law Insurance 8 5      13
Kevin Brown Rec Sports 6 7      13
Ed Jackson Baldwins 3 9      12
Mike Nisbet Priestly 6 6      12
Kevin O’Keefe      Baldwins 6 5      11
Brian Horton Baldwins 2 9      11
Frank Balkovec    Law Insurance 2 9      11
Steve Robertson  Highland’s 4 7      11
Vince Greco Tom & Jerry’s 3 8      11
Jerry Mackrell     Tom & Jerry’s 5 6      11
Pat Davies Priestly 6 5      11
Colin Leech Priestly 3 8      11
Bob Ince FPL 5 5      10
Mark Lemmon    Law Insurance 3 7      10
Darren Yaremko Law Insurance 3 7      10
Dean Iwai Tom & Jerry’s 3 7      10
Jerome Flanigan Priestly 3 7      10
Dave McQueston FPL 3 6 9
John Leeder FPL 5 4 9
Peter Briand Baldwins 4 5 9
Paul Gibson Law Insurance 2 7 9
Chris Neal Highland’s 5 4 9
Dave Holden Tom & Jerry’s 4 5 9
Joel Reeves Tom & Jerry’s 2 7 9
Andrew Dalton  Rec Sports           3 6 9
Hugh Alcorn Masterclean 0 9 9
Alain Boudreau Masterclean 7 2 9
Scott Thomas   Tom & Jerry’s        0 8 8
Scott Sheppard Rec Sports 1 7 8
Doug Adair Rec Sports 3 5 8
Mike Kensit Masterclean 5 3 8
Mike Casey Priestly 3 5 8
Dave Caverley FPL 3 4 7
Doug McGrath Baldwins 3 4 7
Dan Smith Rec Sports 3 4 7
Ron Van Noort Masterclean 4 3 7
Mike Slimkowich Masterclean       2 5 7
Bill Collins Masterclean 1 6 7
Jack Radecki   FPL 4 2 6
Doug Hackett   FPL 1 5 6
Ken Rumble Highland’s 5 1 6
Jody Matthews Highland’s 3 3 6
Ron Thieson Tom & Jerry’s 0 6 6
Steve Rezwick Rec Sports 1 5 6
John Spicer Rec Sports 1 5 6
Angelo Nasato Masterclean 1 5 6
Tom Hussey Masterclean 3 3 6
Mike Caicco Priestly 1 5 6
Mike Dinner Priestly 1 5 6
Craig McConnell Law Insurance 4 2 6
Hal Horton Baldwins 2 3 5
Jason Hurlbut Baldwins 1 4 5
Gord Lee Law Insurance      2 3 5
Les Nip Highland’s 0 5 5
Bill Hanlon Masterclean 3 2 5
Steve Bromley Masterclean 3 2 5
Mike O’Connor Priestly 3 2 5
Phil Podstatsky Priestly 4 1 5

Hydro money 
still baffling 
our politicians

Aurora Council is still
having problems deciding
what to do with the $34.5
million it received from
the sale of Aurora Hydro
to PowerStream, Inc.

The offer to purchase
was made in March, 2005,
and approved by the
Ontario Energy Board in
November that year.

A consultant was
retained in January, 2006,
to advise council on pro-
posed management of the
proceeds that would be
compatible with the goals
and objectives of the
Strategic Plan.

It was pointed out that
the proceeds represented
a once in a lifetime signif-
icant infusion of funds
and it was incumbent on
council to develop criteria
for the management of
the funds in the best inter-
ests of the municipality.

In June, 2006, the con-
sultant suggested that 80
to 90 percent of the pro-
ceeds be transferred from
the holding investment
fund to a State of Good
Repair Reserve in order
to keep the town’s infra-
structure running.

The remaining 10 to 20
per cent should be trans-
ferred to a reserve to fund
new capital projects not
eligible for funding from
development charge rev-
enues, the consultant rec-
ommended.

The report was not well
received by council mem-
bers and it was finally
agreed to refer it to staff
for a report to the general
committee in September
based on the comments
from council members
and the public.

At that time, council
agreed 90 per cent of the
hydro sale investment
fund remain in the fund
and the earned interest of
approximately $1.2 million
annually be utilized for
new initiatives identified
in the Strategic Plan.

In addition, it was rec-
ommended the remaining
10 per cent be used to
establish a Council

Discretionary Reserve
Fund to be expended at
the discretion of council.

In a report to council
Treasurer John
Gutteridge advised that
the current financial posi-
tion of the Aurora Hydro
Sale Investment Fund
was $33,561,754 and the
projected annual interest
was $380,000.

The Council
Discretionary Reserve
was $3,592,598 with pro-
jected annual interest of
$140,000.

The Treasurer also
noted that council had
previously approved two
projects for 2007 includ-
ing Emergency
Management and
Conservation Building
Retro Fits to improve
building energy manage-
ment at a cost of
$208,300.

He also noted that the
annual interest was much
higher and that the first
$920,000 was to be trans-
ferred to the 2007 operat-
ing budget.

It was finally agreed to
refer any further discus-
sion to budget discussion
Saturday, but results of
that meeting were not
available at press time.
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Website: www.aci.on.ca/amha

Results as of Sunday, January 21

House League
Tyke

106 Tim Hortons Penguins 5 - Reid
Carpenter 1A, Filip Ekstrom 1G,
Quest Rodin 1G, Aidan Burbank 2A,
Ryan Thornhill 1A, Andrew
Sergejewich 1A, Dan Atasiei 1G,
Dylan Cowell 1G 1A, Liam
Vanderploeg 1G 1A. 101 Tim
Hortons Red Wings 2.

108 Tim Hortons Sharks 3 - Austin
Hendy 1G 1A, Kyle Wulle 1A, Jordan
Torres 1G, Clayton Allen 1A,
Alexander Simardone 1A, Sam
Speranini 1G 1A. 102 Tim Hortons
Bruins 2.

103 Tim Hortons Senators 6. 107
Tim Hortons Lightning 4 - Jeffrey
Crowe 1G, Casandra Srouji 1A,
Andrew Lamanna 1G 1A, Mark
Kalmisto 1G, Kyle Dungey 1A,
Matthew Vassos 1A, Reid Ludgate
1A, Evan Knowles 1A, Mark Rossim
1G, Tyler Mckechnie 1A, Darcy
Sarazin 1A.

109 Tim Hortons Wild 5 - Tyler
Thomas 1A, Joshua Fallavollita 1A,
Owen Bourrie 2A, Thomas Young
2A, James Samson 1A, Joel
Woodcock 1G, Lucas Dane 1G,
Jackson Clements 1A, Cameron
Dyer 3G 1A. 104 Tim Hortons
Flyers 1 - Eric Pears 1A, Mathew
MacDougall 1G, Anthony Issaris 1A.

110 Tim Hortons Thrashers 4 -
David Tonelli 1A, Gordon Scott 1G,
Brennan Young 3G, Andrew Warner
1A. 105 Tim Hortons Leafs 1 - Ty
Boisseau 1G.

Novice

203 McAlpine Ford 7 - Lucas
Bulmer 1A, Tristan Kuchar 3G 2A,
Alistar Johnston 2G 1A, Spencer
White 1G, Keegan Matthew 1A,
Adam Wilson 2A, Jordon Reeves
1G. 202 North York Heating &
Plumbing 1 - Tarek Koudmani 1G.

201 Diamond Groundskeeping
Services 7 - Michael Montesanti 1G
2A, Vincent Nguyen 2A, Adam
Caicco 2G 1A, Blake Holtby 1A,
Ryan Simmons 1A, Lucas Ruscica
1G, Justin Nisbet 2A, Conor Braund
2G 1A, Riley Callaghan 1A, Ryan
D’Antimo 2A, Colin Dyer 1G 1A. 205
Mastermind Toys 5 - Max Bruckner
1A, Matthew Barnett 1A, Connor
Tripp 1G 1A, Alex Carter 2G, Alex
Bicego 2A, Tyler Williams 2G 1A,
Anthony Loduca 1A, Lucas
Ackerman 1A, Connor Reilly 1A, Will
Ashton 1A.

Atom

403 Delph & Jenkins Surveyors
4 - Alex Cicchino 1A, Brayden
Beswick 3G 1A, Nathan Sinclair 1G
1A, Max Brown 1A, Scott Dunlop 4A.
406 Ab Cox Pontiac Buick GMC 0.

404 All Pro Source For Sports 2 -
Chris Sanita 1G 1A, Mathew Sanita
1G. 405 Laurion Law Office 2 -
Chris Downs 1A, Michael Slack 1G,
Michael Liscio 1G.

402 Orr & Forster Insurance
Brokers 8 - Keith Jarvis 1A, Kevin

Spiering 2G, Joey Stel 1G, Morgan
Walker 2G 1A, Ben Tomlin 1A,
Russell Johnson 1G 1A, Alexander
McDonald 1G 2A, Mitchell Carter 1G
1A, Johnathan Read 1A. 407 Dr.
Steiner’s Drillers 3.

407 Dr. Steiner’s Drillers 8. 404 All
Pro Source For Sports 3.

Minor Peewee

502 ACI 4 - Zachary Ferry 1G,
Andreas Mikkelsen 1G, Christopher
Kinsman 1A, Tyler Grossi 2G, Dylan
Lyons 1A. 504 Rotary Club of
Aurora 2 - Quinn McGowan 1A,
Evan Sheridan 1G, Alexander Seto
1G, Matthew Grekula 1A, Garth
McBride 1A.

503 Continental Ingredients
Canada 4 - Nicholas Bertrand 1G,
Sammy Fanone 1A, Chris Cherubini
1G, Tyler Indos 1G, Trevor Stephens
1G. 505 Nacora Insurance Brokers
Ltd. 2.

506 Dr. Steiner’s Drillers 8 - Scott
Cosentino 1A, Eric Staeuble 1G,
Michael Perryman 1G, Dustin
Partanen 1G 2A, Paul Louis Steiner
2G 1A, Ryan Dowling 1A, Sasha
Dajia 1A, Matthew Iamonaco 1G,
Luke Pizzurro 2G. 505 Nacora
Insurance Brokers Ltd. 2.

Peewee

606 The Backyard Pool & Spa
Company 2. 603 Restored Sports
1.

605 Recreation Leisure Services 2
- Jean Paul Hudon 1A, Joseph
Ariganello 1A, Graham Joiner 1G,
Ryan Dal Cin 1G. 606 The Backyard
Pool & Spa Company 1.

Minor Bantam

702 ACI 4 - Branden Bortolin 1A,
Eric Abel 1G, Michael Reilly 2G,
Egan Fennel 1G, Rosario Arcuri 1A.
706 Cosentino Produce 3 - Trystan
Nelson 1A,  Lucas Cristillo 1A, Colin
Sandquist 2G, Alexander Payne 1G
1A.

Minor Midget

901 Emilio’s Pizza 5 - Trevor
McCartney 2G, Geoff Knaack 1G
1A, Chris O’Hara 1A, Jordan Brown
2A, Derek Isidoro 1G 1A, Mike Hay
1G. 903 2.

903 5. 904 Pizza Pizza 5 - Spenser
Freeland 1G 1A, Ethan Shore 1A,
Kevin Nandlall 1G 1A, James Collett
1A, Taylor Bryce 1G, Michael
Shoesmith 3A, Eric Shoesmith 2G.

901 Emilio’s Pizza 4 - Jamie
Russell 1G, Will Ginther 2A, Chris
O’Hara 1G, Jordan Brown 1G, Derek
Isidoro 1G 1A. 905 Skaters First 2.

906 Omar’s Shoes 2. 901 Emilio’s
Pizza 2 - Geoff Knaack 1A, A.J.
Ciccarelli 2G, Jordan Brown 1A,
Derek Isidoro 1A, Zac Samonas 1A.

904 Pizza Pizza 5 - Ethan Shore
4G, Jacob Peart 1A, Michael
Shoesmith 3A, Daniel Filippi 1G,
Eric Shoesmith 2A. 906 Omar’s
Shoes 4.

From page 1

Stocks on all 
Leading Exchanges

Mutual Funds
Government and
Corporate Bonds

Retirement & 
Investment Planning

Stephen Forsey CIM, FCSI, Investment Representative
JONES, GABLE & COMPANY LIMITED (Member CIPF)

905-726-9343

75 Mary Street, Unit 3 
905727-3300

REVISITED
RRRR&&&&RRRR

OPEN
MON. TO SAT. 

10 A.M. - 4 P.M.
SUN. NOON - 4 P.M.

THE ONLY BOOK STORE IN AURORA

THE FRIENDSHIPS
I VALUE

Park Place Manor
retirement residence

15055 Yonge St., Aurora, ON

Call 905-727-2952

In our caring, relaxed atmosphere,
friendships develop naturally.

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, January 27th

10:00 am - 12 noon
Refreshments and tours available.

www.chartwellreit.ca

“When you’re with people who have
similar interests and experiences, 

it’s easy to make good friends.”

port of the proposed
amendment and the third
requested that walking and
cycling trails be included.

Regional staff pointed
out that sanitary treatment
capacity to serve the lands
will only be available once
the Duffin Creek Plant
expansion is complete
scheduled for the end of
2010.

The current Master Plan
Update scheduled for 2008
will review the water and
wastewater infrastructure
requirements and timing of
construction for the full
build-out of the lands.

It was also pointed out
that a key aspect of the
provincial policy statement
is to ensure that settlement
expansions are subject to a
comprehensive analysis
that assesses intensifica-
tion opportunities and is
supported by infrastructure
and public service facilities
that protect health and
safety.

Regional criteria to be
met includes consistency

with regional population
and employment forecasts,
demonstrated need, and
the role of the new develop-
ment with Aurora’s growth
management strategy.

After hearing the com-
ments, the regional plan-
ning department will review
all presentations and sub-
missions and submit a
report at a future committee
meeting.

In a report to Aurora
Council, Director of
Planning Susan Seibert
advised that the proposed
regional official plan
amendment was the first
step in planning for the
development of the “2C”

lands with the second step
being a secondary plan to
be initiated by council at a
later date.

She added that the
region will continue to
review the proposed
amendment in accordance
with regional and provincial
policies and it was anticipat-
ed the amendment would
be brought before regional
council in the spring or
summer of 2007.

The actual development
of the lands cannot occur
until at least 2010 based on
servicing capacity con-
straints. Her presentation
was received as information
by members of council.
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PROFESSIONALLY INSTALLED
AUDIO/VIDEO SERVICES

Flat Panel TV’s
Front Projection Systems

Multi-Room Audio Systems
FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION

905.505.1246
Visit us online at lighthouseavgroup.com
to discover how we can light your way to 
a better home entertainment experience.

FAIRLAWN PAINTING
RESIDENTIAL . INTERIOR & EXTERIOR . FAUX FINISHES

TOM MRAKAS
416-543-1624 

TOM@FAIRLAWNPAINTING.COM

SERVING THE AURORA COMMUNITY

Light up your life!
Lighting • Fixtures • Fans 

220 Industrial Pkwy. S. 905-841-2832
Call for hours

Great Prices 

FEBRUARY 3
4 SATURDAYS
905-726-4132

www.youngdrivers.com

905-841-9364 

Your overhead-free  
option for administration  

and sales support!  
Email: info@virtual-option.com • www.virtual-option.com 

Pay as you go! 

Jenny Nails Spa 
Professional Nails & Waxing for Men & Women
GRAND OPENING SPECIALS

Free waxing*
with any $35

Services

Free Personal 
Kit*

$22 Tuesday 
Spa Pedicure

Powder 
Gel 
$30

Men’s Spa
Pedicure 

$22 Everyday

Bio-Gel 
$40

Bikini 
$15

Acrylic
$28

Brazilian
$25

Under Arms
$10

Mani + Spa Pedi 
$35

18 Wellington St. East 
Aurora (Next to Mac’s)

(WALK-IN WELCOME)
(905) 727-9900 

Mon.-Fri. 10-8
Sat      10-6

Gift Certificates Available

Email: Jen_Spa@hotmail.com

NOW
HIRING

NOW
HIRING

CRIMINAL 
DEFENCE

BAIL

WILLS,
ESTATES

REAL
ESTATE

YOUNG 
OFFENDERS

Susan E.Tucker 
Lawyer & Notary Public

905 727-7775
FAMILY 

LAW

Wind turbines still
raise residents’ ire

During the “Open Forum”
portion of  council last week,
Jim Beesley, a resident of
Ridge Road complained that
Aurora Cable Internet (ACI)
was not living up to conditions
imposed by the Ontario
Municipal Board.

He pointed out that the
Ministry of the Environment
required the three proposed
wind turbines meet the
Ministry guidelines and the
time limit had expired.

ACI had not re-applied, he
said, therefore the container
housing the batteries should
be removed.

He added that the contain-
er was a safety hazard as the
battery acid could escape and
cause an environmental prob-
lem.

He was advised that a staff
report would be included on
the agenda of the next gener-
al committee meeting.

For more than an hour at
the December general com-
mittee meeting members of
council went round in circles
as they tried to balance the
opposition of three residents
of Ridge Road and Aurora
Cable Internet’s application to
develop wind power as a
backup energy supply.

ACI applied to the
Committee of Adjustment for
a variance to permit the instal-
lation of three wind turbines
and a container at their trans-
mitter site at the west end of
Ridge Road.

In spite of opposition from
residents, the Committee of
Adjustment approved the
application resulting in the
residents launching an appeal
to the Ontario Municipal
Board who also approved the
application with conditions.

The conditions included a
setback from the property line
for the wind turbines and the
container and to meet the
Ministry of the Environment’s
criteria on noise.

Walter Mestrinaro and Jim
Beesley appeared at the
meeting to provide a review of
issues and concerns pertain-
ing to the project which they
claimed did not meet condi-
tions imposed by the OMB.

They asked that the town
serve notice on ACI that the
town’s bylaws and the OMB
orders were being contra-
vened.

Peter Scott, Technical
Manager of ACI, also
appeared before the commit-
tee and explained that the
wind power was proposed in
order to reduce greenhouse
gases and demand on the
power grid.

He said the noise study
was underway and would be
submitted to the Ministry of
the Environment upon com-
pletion and that it had to be
carried out at night due to
ambient noise during the day.

Staff reported to the com-
mittee that a meeting had
been held with ACI officials
and determined that ACI was
proceeding with fulfilling the
OMB conditions and the con-
tainer was in compliance with
the zoning bylaw and Building
Code.

It was also pointed out that
as ACI was federally regulat-

ed there was no requirement
to meet local bylaws as
Industry Canada was the
approval authority.

The CAO stated that ACI
was not contravening the
OMB order and therefore

there was no enforcement
issue.

In spite of that, the general
committee approved by a 5-4
vote, a motion by Councillor
Evelina MacEachern that staff
take the necessary steps to

ensure ACI was brought into
compliance with sections of
the zoning bylaw and the ship-
ping container.

When the report came to
council it was lifted for discus-
sion by Councillor Al Wilson
who questioned what the next
steps would be and if there
was a potential cost impact.

In order for discussion to
take place a motion was
required and Councillor
MacEachern made the same
motion but directed it to the
planning department.

Both Councillors Grace
Marsh and Bob McRoberts
noted the motion didn’t make
sense as staff had confirmed
ACI was in compliance with
the order.

Staff confirmed that ACI
was in conformity with the
zoning bylaw and the Ontario
Building Code, with Councillor
MacEachern saying she did-
n’t agree.

Councilor Evelyn Buck
who opposed the motion at
the committee meeting left the
council meeting prior to the
vote.

When the vote was called
the MacEachern motion was
supported by Mayor Phyllis
Morris and Councillors
Wilson, MacEachern, Wendy
Gaertner and Stephen
Granger and opposed by
Councillors McRoberts,
Marsh and Collins-Mrakas for
a 5-3 vote.

Donors shine
Central Ontarians,

including Aurora residents,
donated 12,047 units of
blood and platelets
between Dec. 4 and
January 3 in response to
Canadian Blood Services'
"Brighten a Life" holiday
promotion, it was learned
this week.

The success of the four-
week promotion enabled
the organization to achieve
110 per cent of its collection
target of 11,000 units.

The holiday promotion
encouraged Canadians to
become local 'stars': a ded-
icated and selfless donor
that will find time (even over
the holiday season) to
donate blood for someone
'they will never know.'

Thanks to Aurora blood
donors, among others,
many patients were able to
receive blood and blood
products over one of the
slowest times for blood col-
lection - the holiday season.

However, there are still
problems.

"Two aspects of our
inventory continue to be of
concern. O negative blood
that is used in trauma
instances and when a
patient's blood type is
unknown, and the blood
product platelets; used pri-
marily in the clotting of

blood and in cancer treat-
ments," said Bill Coleman,
Regional Donor Services
Manger, central Ontario.

A recent Canadian
Blood Services survey indi-
cated that 52 per cent of
Canadians say they have
required blood or blood
products for themselves or
a family member.

Aurora’s next clinic is
scheduled for Thursday,
Jan. 25 at the Legion on
Industrial Parkway North,
from 2.30 in the afternoon.

O negative blood can be
transfused into patients of
any blood type, making O
negative donors in particu-
lar demand. Only 7 per cent
of the Canadian population
has O negative blood, and
Canadian Blood Services
has been experiencing con-
siderable difficulty in col-
lecting adequate amounts
of that type.

While collection levels in
other types have shown
encouraging progress over
the past years, O negative
inventory levels are consis-
tently below target levels.

While blood of all types
is needed those with 
O negative blood are 
called "Universal Donors"
because their blood can be
used to treat a patient of
any blood type.

Entertainment 
Centre
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RUMOURS AND RAMBLINGS

Was he a fortune teller?
Last April, Mikoslav Prikryl, a candidate for coun-

cil in the recent election, appeared before a public
meeting on the proposed ward system for Aurora and
suggested a question should be on the ballot about
gender equality.

He pointed out that women make up more than 50
per cent of the population and should have 50 per
cent of the representation on council and that Aurora
should lead the way.

Although no action was taken on his proposal, his
message must have got through to the electors as in
the last municipal election six women candidates
were nominated and six were elected, compared
with 15 male candidates of which three were elect-
ed.

IS IT STILL A SECRET?

One of the best kept secrets in York Region came
to light last March when Mary Jo Zwiers and Katie
Toksoy, local founders of “Pretty Leaves, Roots and
Shoots” appeared before council during the meet-
ing’s Open Forum session.

The explained they wanted to raise awareness of
issues that affect people, animals and the environ-
ment and issued a challenge to all Aurora children,
aged 5 to 9, to do something to help the community
and to make a difference to the town and the planet.

They requested assistance from the town to print
a booklet and promotional material and to recognize
Aurora’s Green Team with a Green Team badge.
Their presentation was received and no action was
taken by council.

Where are Pretty Leaves, Roots and Shoots
today?

WEATHERMAN TRICKS PATHFINDERS

In March, 1989, the Aurora Pathfinders staged an
outdoor hot dog sale on St. Patrick’s Day in Machell
Park to raise funds for their friendship trip to Mexico,
but the weather turned cold and blustery and they
raised only $42.

It was the second time the weatherman played
tr icks on the Pathfinders as the poor weather
brought out only a scattering of people to their win-
ter carnival earlier in the month.

The weather was so cold even the fish pond froze.
The 15 Pathfinders going to Mexico needed to

raise $1,000 each and at the time had raised $300
each through bottle drives and baby-sitting.

Pathfinders are guiders from age 12 to 16 and
there were three groups in Aurora at the time.

AURORA HIGHLANDS SETS A PRECEDENT

It was in 1964 when an Ontario Court of Appeal
made a landmark ruling involving the former Aurora
Highlands Golf and Country Club.

The court ruled private golf clubs exist as a serv-
ice to their members and was exempt from paying
business tax, while public golf clubs are operated for
a profit and therefore must pay a business tax.

All clubs still had to pay property taxes.
The town argued that the Highlands also acted as

a social club and rented out their banquet facilities

to the general public and should be eligible for busi-
ness tax, but the court ruled otherwise.

In March, 1994, Newmarket council decided to
appeal the Glenway Country Club exemption from
paying business tax arguing that at least part of the
facility should be classified as commercial.

The town stood to lose about $87,000 a year in
business taxes and club officials wanted a refund of
the $86,800 they had paid the year before.

Find Out What your 
Home is Worth On-Line 

visit:

www.QuickOnlineEvaluation.com
ReMax Omega Realty (1988) Ltd.

Senior ScapeSenior Scape

Plenty to do
at the centre

By BRIAN WARBURTON

Growth in the mind is often accompanied by a huge
growth in self esteem, particularly when the progress
is substantial.

When all is said and done, the mind is our centre of
consciousness, and is a prized possession; why not
grow the mind by adding a little extra expertise to what
is there already? 

An excellent venture pursued by the ASA (Aurora
Seniors’ Association) is the enhancement of natural
ability by education, and by encouraging members to
become involved with others in any of many activities
of choice.

Technological growth is good and is represented in
the confines of the ASA by computer training princi-
pally.

Crafts and sewing are excellent for maintaining
healthy minds and making friends, while playing card
games has been a pastime of royalty for many cen-
turies.

Pool, billiards and snooker provide men and women
with an entertaining game, which can be, and is,
played for both amusement and fine quality of play.

Badminton, table tennis, carpet bowling and pickle
ball - similar to tennis, but played inside - all have firm
adherents with exercise combined with sport.

I can go on, there is a lot more, but this is a sam-
pling of things at which seniors can excel or partici-
pate in, purely for fun and laughter, or self improve-
ment.

Healthy aging is achieved by means of a healthy
outlook on life which in turn is nourished by a healthy
appetite for social intercourse and the gentle or con-
stant pursuit – depending on your needs - of personal
growth.

An existence characterized by little to stimulate the
mind and nowhere to go, simply does not work for the
majority of seniority.

Relentless boredom provides a quick passport to
the next world, while the quick and nimble of mind cel-
ebrate daily a fiesta of amusements, organized activi-
ties and spontaneous pleasure in senior life.

Life is an everyday pleasure for those who live life
as a pleasure.

So to achieve the condition or state of ‘quietly
happy and satisfied’, the majority of us should spend
time with our contemporaries who do socialize, and to
join with them, and to be and feel a part of whatever is
going on, and to laugh with them.

The ASA specializes in providing activity and pro-
grams suitable for seniors and time has shown that for
seniors who attend regularly, physical and emotional
quality of life improves greatly.

Too often, the retired person feels that any activity
designed for the senior population, is for the very old
and infirm only.

But many retired seniors are in excellent health,
and vibrant of mind and body, and these seniors are
amongst those who administrate the ASA in partner-
ship with the Town of Aurora.

They meet as directors or as committee members
and play a great part in the administration of the ASA,
and in the development and promotion of activities.

There are already so many fine personalities
amongst our members at this time that I believe
strongly that many others, if they joined with us, would
add their excellent distinguishing characteristics to our
quality of life and purpose.

They would improve the essence of the ASA by
adding the excellence of their particular wealth of
expertise to what we already possess, which can only
be good and over time, would be outstanding.

• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 
• In Driver Education since 1979 
• MTO Approved Course Provider

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

(905) 713-3733
Training Services

126 Wellington St. W. •   905-841-1633
New extended hours

(Corner of Haida Dr.) Enter via PHARMASAVE PHARMACY

Wellington Medical 

Walk-in Clinic 
• No Appointment Required 
• Travel, Wart and Acne Clinic
• Online appointment

Book at www.medhelp.ca

Dr. John Fitzsimons

Dr. Anthony Nguyen
Now accepting 
new patients

You’re Invited...
to an 

at 

Church Street 
Montessori School 
Saturday Jan. 27 

An information session 
will begin at 10 a.m.

followed by a question period and tour.

Please call 905-727-7181 to register 

• A first class Montessori program 
• Located in a historic home 
• Large, treed back yard 
• CASA (2 1/2 - 5 years) and toddlers 

17 CHURCH ST., AURORA 
2nd street south of Wellington, east off Yonge

OPEN
HOUSE

GIVE YOUR CHILD A SECURE BEGINNING 

Independent Living
You Don’t Have to Do It Alone!

At Graceful Living Inc., we help guide you through the many options for senior homecare 
and make the decisions that are right for you and your family.  We provide a variety 

of services that help seniors maintain their independence right at home.

Whether you need just a few hours a week or full-time 24 hour care, call us today...WE CAN HELP

Personal Care: 
• Exercise
• Bathing & grooming assistance 
• Medication reminders 
• Toileting assistance 
• Dressing assistance 
• Oral hygiene assistance 

Accompaniment/
Transportation 
• Professional visits 

(doctor/dentist)
• Social events
• Church
• Shopping/Banking

Companionship:
• Conversation/socializing 
• Pet care assistance
• Walks and strolls 
• Playing games/cards
• Reading

Homemaking
• Meal planning & preparation
• Laundry & linen washing
• Vacuuming 
• Light cleaning/housekeeping 
• Grocery shopping
• Running errands

905-727-6200 
15213 Yonge St., Suite 15, 

Aurora, ON L4G 1L8 

www.gracefullivinginc.com

We also offer services to new mom’s and respite care!

If you fit into one of these 
categories and have not been 

contacted by us,
Please call

905-853-4645

New to the community?
Expecting a baby

at your house?
Newly Engaged?
New Business/
Professional?

A Civic minded
Business interested 

in sponsoring 
Welcome Wagon?



People 
may not 

need your 
services 

right now...

if you 
want 
to be 

there when 
they do 

CALL: 
AURORAN

CLASSIFIEDS

• • • • •

905-727-7128

LEARN HOW TO 
DRAW & PAINT...

just like the Masters

• beginners to advanced

• ongoing classes

• drawing & painting techniques 

• help students prepare portfolios 

for college & art school

• no artistic experience necessary

905-726-8883
Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 

Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV.

www.wellingtongallery.com
mi.design@sympatico.ca
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Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only). 
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to www.auroran.com then click classifieds to send your ad  •  More than 76,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

CLASSIF IEDS

CLASSES • SEMINARS • WORKSHOPS • COURSES 
~ Directory ~

INDOOR & OUTDOOR SERVICES

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish.
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

THE UPS STORE

THANK YOU FOR 

SUPPORTING

AURORAN CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISERS

905-727-7128

HOME 

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week. (*This section only)  Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or go to www.auroran.com and click classifieds and the form window will come up.

RENOVATIONS
EXPERT

• Start to Finish 
we do it all

• Guaranteed Quality 
• On Time and 

to your satisfaction
• Bathroom Specialists 
• Energy Saving 

Improvements.

Marty 416-606-5492

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

�

�

YOGA CLASSES�

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 8 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

� BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT�

� CLEANING

� SCRAP PICK-UP

CONSTRUCTION�

FOR SALE�

PET SITTING SERV.�

A&H CONSTRUCTION 
& MAINTENANCE 

905-726-2894

• Renovations  
• Additions 

• Finished Basements
• Decks   •  Painting

• Seniors 10% OFF

I’LL PICK UP YOUR SCRAP
cars and trucks at no charge, and in some

cases, pay you for them. All deals negotiable

SCRAP WANTED

Call 905-751-3019 

S W I M M I N G
INSTRUCTION By
Yvonne Cattrall, -
Masters World Record
holder, 40 years’ expe-
rience, certified Red
Cross Instructor. Year
round, all levels, 3-4
maximum in class. 905-
841-3450

SWIMMING LESSONS� LATIN/BALLROOM DANCE �LEARN TO DRAW�

THE AURORAN DELIVERS 915,000 COPIES 
PER YEAR

Advertise in Auroran Classifieds all year as low as $10/wk. (This section only)

Consistency is the key to successful advertising.
We are here to assist you    7 DAYS A WEEK

905-727-7128

RIDING LESSONS�

STUDY GROUP�

OFFICE FOR RENT,
Yonge and Mosley
area. For more informa-
tion, call Telly at 905-
717-4073.

DRAWING CLASS
All level small group
English and Chinese.
Call Yunhong at 
9 0 5 - 7 1 3 - 3 6 5 0
http://www.yhar tstu-
dio.com

���

CAMERA CLUB�

THERAPY�

FOR RENT �

MOVERS�

HELP WANTED�DEATH NOTICE�

HANDYMAN�

CARPET - I have sever-
al thousand yards of new
S t a i n m a s t e r
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet your
living room & hall for
$389. Price includes car-
pet, pad and installation
(30 square yards). Steve
905-898-0127.

QUALITY WORK
REASONABLE RATES
ALL JOBS  ANY SIZE 

SHORT NOTICE
SENIORS DISCOUNT

STEVE  
416.723.8690

BOWTIE 
HANDYWORK &
RENOVATIONS

P S Y C H O T H E R A P Y

A compassionate, understanding 
therapist can help ease your distress. 

Don’t struggle alone.

Luanne Jakobi
Psychotherapist
905/726-4341

Aurora

Are you feeling 
sad, lonely,

anxious,
empty...

Want to 

Relieve
Anxiety
Fast?

Read about guaranteed
natural treatments at

book-titles.ca

SEMINAR�

If interested, email
rob@auroraonline.com
Indicate skill level,
camera and main 
topics of interest.

AURORA 
DIGITAL 

CAMERA CLUB

CLEAN WITH CARE experi-
enced efficient, thorough
home cleaning with an added 
personal touch 905-727-
2353

mi.design@sympatico.ca

GALLAUGHER
CLEANING
SERVICES 

Residential
Commercial

For free 
estimates 

call
905-717-2740
ask for Sue.

GALLAUGHER
CLEANERS

FREE 
ESTIMATES

• Bath renovations
• plumbing and 

drain repairs
• new installations

Most available 
after hours &

weekends

RONALD 
LICENSED 
PLUMBER

Call
416 .824.8823

STUDY GROUP  (MAD
MONEY) meeting regu-
larly in Aurora. Learn
Jim Cramer’s rules of
investing. No fee.
Educational only. Call
905-751-6013

Serving York Region for over 10 years
Home or office we specialize in all 

interior & exterior renovations
• Additions/Expansions      • Flooring
• Basements                      • Painting
• Landscaping                   • Decks & Patios

Seniors receive a 10% Discount
Call TODAY for a FREE QUOTE

Two Brothers General Contractors

416-562-7153

H A R R I S  
HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS

FREE ESTIMATES

Jeff 905-713-0325
or, 905-716-2214

Professional home repairs 
& renovations. Carpentry,

painting, plastering,
ceramics, floors, windows 

& doors , plumbing 
installations etc.

~WE DO DRYWALL
AND TAPING 

BATHROOMS AND
BASEMENTS ~

RENOVATIONS DONE RIGHT

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING 
COMPANY 

IS LOOKING FOR FT/PT. 
Rapidly growing company, team leader posi-
tions available, vehicle an asset, kms paid,

competitive wages.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

CLEANERS WANTED

E L I T E  M OV I N G .
HOUSES, Apartments,
Offices. Short notice.
Reliable. Experienced.
Punctual. Assembling/
Disassembling. Free
packing. VISA/MC.416-
560-2723, 905-841-
4723, www.elitemov-
ing.net 

STUDY 
GROUP

DOGS BOARDED,
walk your dog, cats vis-
ited. Call Sigita. 416-
278-9918

Lecturer David Tomlinson, O.A.L.A. (E) 

HELD IN THE BALLROOM OF 
HISTORIC HILLARY HOUSE 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 27TH  10 - 4

MORN.: Fall - Not the end of the Year but 
the Start of the Next! 10 - noon

AFT: Plant Propagation 2 - 4 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24TH  10 - 4
MORN.: Gardening with Wildflowers
AFT: Brilliant and Eccentric Gardens

SATURDAY, MARCH 24TH 10 - 4
MORN.: Shade - Not a Liability but a Prime Asset
AFT: Mysterious Landscapes and the 

Hidden Gardens of Ireland

GARDENING COURSES APRIL TO OCT.
6  two hour sessions General and Advanced

Merlin’s Hollow 
Winter Seminars 

Further info call Dierdre 905-727-8979

Andrea Dakin and Keith Beechey
are thrilled to announce the safe 

arrival of their daughter 

Kira Madison 
on Dec. 12, 2006. 

First great-granddaughter for John 
& Flo Connolly of Aurora and fifth 

for Jean Beechey of Cookstown. 
Proud grandparents are Doug & Mary

Anne Dakin of Aurora, George
& Dale Beechey and Deb Beechey 

of Tottenham. 
Spoiling rights go to Kira’s many
aunts, uncles, cousins and friends. 

Richardson, Douglas William (1916-2007) on Thursday
January 11, 2007 surrounded by his family, Doug 
peacefully passed on. Doug was raised on the family farm
on Bayview Avenue with his brother George. In June 1940
he joined the Irish Regiment. He transferred to the Royal
Corps of Signals and served in the United Kingdom, North
Africa, Italy and Europe. He married Nora Graham in 1948
and they raised their family of three children in Aurora.
During this time Doug served on various Town, School and
Church Committees, including Chairman of the Town
Planning Board for several years. He joined Hart MFG,
Aurora in 1947 and ended his working career at Eagle
Electric, Toronto at the age of 73. He is survived by wife
Nora, children Mary Lou, Jo Anne, Douglas and grand-
children Kenji, Jennifer, Lindsay and Lucas. Also survived
by brother George, his wife Doris and their family.
Visitation at the Thompson Funeral Home, 530 Industrial
Parkway S., Aurora was held on Thursday January 18th
from 10 a.m. until the time of the Memorial Service 
at 11 a.m. Donations to the charity of your choice. 

Specials

TINA’S
AESTHETICS

By appt. 416-918-2028
*Tell a friend and receive $10 OFF your next visit.

We use disposable plastic foot bath inserts.

RELAXATION
PACKAGE:

Body Massage
European Facial 
Deluxe Pedicure

Manicure 
$122

HOLIDAY
PACKAGE:
Leg Wax 

Deluxe Pedicure
Manicure

$83

(first time customers)

WELLNESS
PACKAGE:
European

Facial 
Deluxe Pedicure

Manicure
$92

AESTHETICS�

Reserve your table
now for our

February 17th

Dance
Party

LATIN/BALLROOM 

DANCE PARTY
February 17th

7- p.m. midnight in the Aurora Legion Ballroom

CLASSES
Mondays 8 p.m. at the Aurora Legion  

Ind. Pkwy. north of Wellington (ON-GOING)

PRACTICE 
Thursdays 7-10 p.m. the Lions Hall, 

South east corner of Mosley and Victoria Sts. (ON-GOING)

C                     Info at: Steve Miller at 416-439-6557 or visit

Site: www.SteveMiller Dance.ca 
Email: Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca

AUCTION SALE�

Monday, January 29, 6:00 p.m.
Gord Orr Community Hall, King City

Furniture, Glass & China, Silverware, Jewelry,
Artworks, Lighting, Toys, Musical Instruments,

Coins, Collectibles & Misc.
Preview: 5 p.m. TERMS: Visa, M/C, 

Debit, Cash or Known Cheque
AUCTIONEER: David Beasley, ICCA, CPPA

Phone/Fax (905) 727-6585
Full Details & Photos at:

www.davidbeasleyauctions.com

AUCTION SALE

AVON Need to pay off
those holiday bills? We
offer: flexible hours, no
sales quotas. Work
from home! Win a $100
gift pack for joining in
Jan. Call 905-775-6222

HELP 
WANTED

ART
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