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So you wanna write a book?
This must be the time of year when everyone wants to write and pub-

lish a book.
Two seminars in February will address both issues.
First, on Saturday, Feb. 17, book editor Brian Henry and author Eve

Silver will host a day-long seminar at St. Andrew’s Church on Mosley
Street.

Entitled “Writing A Page Turner”, the pair will demonstrate some of the
tricks of the trade used to create drama and tension.

Once you have the book ready for publishing, you’ll want to drop into
the Aurora Public Library Saturday, Feb. 24 and meet Collette Yvonne, an
author and independent publisher, who will show you what’s necessary to
get your work to the marketplace.

That happens from 1 to 5 p.m. and you’ll find details of both activities
in this week’s “Coming Events” listings on Page 2.

Hard to believe
It’s hard to believe there are still tickets available to hear Justin Trudeau

next month, but there are.
Not many, mind you, but there are a few.
The son of former Prime Minister the late Pierre Elliott Trudeau, Justin

will be the guest speaker at an Aurora Chamber of Commerce luncheon,
Feb. 14, at DiNardo’s - The Mansion, on Industrial Parkway South.

For further information, or to book tickets, call the 
chamber at 905-727-7262.

The Haggis
If he were alive, Robbie Burns would be 248 this year.
Even though he’s not, the Robbie Burns supper, which includes eating

haggis, will carry on his tradition.
The dinner is slated for the Aurora Legion, this Saturday, Jan. 20 and

the evening is a great celebration of things Scottish that includes an “Ode
to Haggis”, Scottish singing, Highland Dancing performances and a per-
formance by the White Heather Pipe Band.

A traditional Burns supper of roast beef, “nips and tatties” and, of
course, the aforementioned haggis will be served.

The evening starts with drinks at 6 p.m. and dinner at 7 p.m.
Call the Legion for further information.

Newmarket-Aurora Member of Parliament Belinda Stronach
rolled up her sleeves Sunday and helped her staff move her
constituency office from Newmarket to Aurora. Her new
office is now located at 14996 Yonge Street, just south of
Kennedy on the west side of the street.

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Work
resumes
on old
school

Last September Aurora
Councillor Evelyn Buck present-
ed a Notice of Motion regarding
the completion of the renova-
tions of the Church Street
School.

She noted that until the
restoration was complete the
town was without a museum and
it was in the interest of the entire
community to have this signifi-
cant heritage asset finished
within the foreseeable future.

While there was general
agreement with the intent of her
resolution, some members of
council wanted more information
about the costs involved in com-
pleting the renovations and if
Aurora Historical Society offi-
cials had been consulted.

Then-Councillor Ron Wallace
stressed there was an urgent
need for a decision as the costs
of the restoration were increas-
ing due to council's delay and
that council should appreciate
the work of the Society.

After further discussion, it
was finally agreed to defer the
issue for a detailed report.

Please see page 12

Leksand-Aurora link still alive
It was a belated Christmas gift as

council and the citizens of Aurora
received Christmas greetings from Bo
Pettersson, Mayor of Leksand and
Lasse Nygard, President of the Local
Parliament of Leksand, recently.

The letter thanked "Our Canadian
sister-city, Aurora, for very good coop-
eration this year. Young ice hockey
players with their parents and stu-
dents from Leksand were very satis-
fied with their stay in your town this
spring.

"We are also very glad that we
could welcome young ice hockey
players with their parents to the sum-
mer ice hockey school in July.

"Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year, Best Wishes from Leksand,

Sweden".
The letter was received with the

hope that the friendly relationship
would continue.

In addition, the general committee
gave unanimous approval to a motion
by Mayor Phyllis Morris that a letter of
congratulations be sent to Leksand for
hosting the World Junior
Championship, won by the Canadian
team.

The Aurora connection with
Leksand began with a 10-day, five-
game tour of Sweden by the 22 mem-
bers of the Aurora Toyota Midget
hockey team in 1971.

Originally the trip was planned for
Finland but due to some technical
problems, it was changed to Sweden.

The team needed a sponsor and
the late John Dewan, an Aurora resi-
dent with a Toronto Toyota dealership,
came to the rescue and the team
became the Aurora Toyotas.

On November 5, 1971, the team
stopped off at Queen's Park on the
way to the airport and Stockholm.

Swedish Consul N. F. Kallin pre-
sented team captain Bill Dinsmore
with an "Oopick" at the send-off cere-
monies.

Seventy-five parents and fans
made the trip, the first for a Canadian
hockey team since the Canadian
Amateur Hockey Association lifted its
ban on international competition.

A CFTO-TV sports director
Please see page 11

First look at
budget=ouch

Aurora councillors had an ini-
tial look last week at the first
draft of the 2007 $20.8 million
budget and it wasn't good news.

For the taxpayer, it would rep-
resent a 12.4 per cent increase
for town purposes.

But don't rush out to sell your
home yet as when blended with
the regional budget estimated to
be up five per cent and a zero
increase budget for education
purposes, the actual tax
increase for the homeowner is
5.4 per cent.

The presentation by
Treasurer John Gutteridge was

for information only as discus-
sion will take place at a later
general committee meeting.

The budget includes predic-
tions for the years 2008-2010
covering the term of council.

Gutteridge stressed the need
to approve the budget early as it
enables staff to go out to tender
early for better results; it eases
the strain on the purchasing
department as staff have a year
to do the work rather than hav-
ing to do it in a few months; it
provides staff and council a 12-
month period to implement proj-

Please see page 12

- Mirella lost 95 lbs.
   in 9 months!
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COMING EVENTS IN AURORA
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www.royalwoodshop.com

Sigourney Weaver.Tickets are available at R&R Revisited
on Mary Street in Aurora and at the Aurora Public Library,
at a cost of $10 each. Screening time begins at 6.45 p.m.
with a welcome and door prizes. Movie at 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14
Justin Trudeau will be guest speaker at an Aurora

Chamber of Commerce luncheon. He has a message for
students and the Chamber is seeking corporations to
sponsor a student for the luncheon at a cost of $40. To
sponsor a student call the Chamber office at 905-727-
7262.

FEBRUARY 14 to 17
Aurora's Marquee Productions presents Rogers and

Hammerstein's "Cinderella" at the Newmarket Theatre at
7.30 p.m. with 2 p.m. matinees on February 17 and 18.
Call 905-713-1040 for tickets.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16
Aurora Chamber of Commerce Ski Day at Osler

Bluffs.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17

Aurora Writers’ Group presents “Writing A Page
Turner”, a day-long seminar at St. Andrew’s Church from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fee is $38 in advance; $42 at the door.
To register, call Susan Stevenson at 905-751-1674 or e-
mail brianhenry@sympatico.ca.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19
Aurora Public Library presents “Take A Deeper Look”

with Aurora historian and former Aurora Museum curator
Jacqueline Stuart. 7  to 8.30, Magna Room. Free. Pre-

register at the adult information desk or phone 905-727-
9493, option 4.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20
Pancake Tuesday at the Aurora Legion. 11.30 a.m. to

1.30 p.m. For further information, call 905-727-9932.
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22

Aurora Chamber of Commerce Business After Five
meeting at Highland Chevrolet Cadillac, 15783 Yonge
Street. 5.30 to 7.30 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24
Aurora Public Library presents author and independ-

ent publisher Collette Yvonne who will discuss getting
self-published. 1 to 5 p.m. with a $2 per person fee. Pre-
register at the adult information desk, or phone 905-727-
9493, option 4.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28
Aurora Horticultural Society presents a "Question

and Answer Session with Master Gardeners" at the
Royal Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North
beginning at 8 p.m.

SUNDAY, MARCH 25
Trinity Anglican Church  presents the return visit of

The Tri-City Gospel Chorus.Come and hear this 85 voice
male choir sing in four part harmony. No admission
charge; however an offering will be taken up. 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28
Aurora Horticultural Society presents a

"Rhododendron Woods" at the Royal Canadian Legion,
105 Industrial Parkway North beginning at 8 p.m.

Until April 15, winter parking restrictions are in effect
and parking is prohibited on all streets from 2 a.m. to 6
a.m. daily.

* * * *
Aurora Opera Company is seeking 30 choral singers

for an April production of the musical “Children of Eden”
by Stephen Schwartz. Singers will not have to memorize
music. Requirements are adults who love to sing. Stage
experience not necessary. Performances will take place
at Newmarket Theatre. The group is also looking for a
baritone for a leading role. Rehearsals begin in January
on Sunday afternoons with an occasional Saturday
evening. Contact General Director Sarah Kyle at
keepsinging@look.ca if you have any questions or would
like to take part.

* * * *
The 3rd Aurora Scouting Group has spaces available

in Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Venturers. For registration
information or to volunteer call 905-726-2393 or 905-841-
0556.

* * * *
Meet at Martha's Table, now in its second season.

Every Thursday from 11.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m., you will find
comfort food and a sense of community at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church. A lunch of hot soup, sandwiches,
and dessert will be provided.

* * * *
Voice is a group of aspiring writers ages 12 to 19

interested in developing writing skills, working on a mag-
azine and embarking on creative adventures with similar-
ly minded people. The group meets in the Marjorie
Andrews Room of the Aurora Library on the last
Thursday of every month at 7 p.m.Call the Library at 905-
727-9493 for more information.

* * * * 
Aurora Seniors present a movie night every Tuesday

from 6.30 to 8.30 p.m. Admission is $1 for members and
$1.50 for guests.

* * * *
Aurora Zen Meditation Group meets weekly every

Wednesday evening at Healing Hands Wellness Centre
on Wellington Street East at 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Aurora Agricultural Society (organizer of the Aurora

Fair & Horse Show) meets on the second Tuesday of
every second month, at 6.30 p.m., at the Aurora
Community Centre. New members welcome. For more
information, call 905-713-6773, e-mail at info@auro-
rafair.ca, or visit www.aurorafair.ca.

* * * *
Aurora Rotary Club meets every Monday evening at

6.30 p.m. at Gabriel’s on Yonge Street. New members
welcome. For further information, call 905-841-1352.

* * * *
On the first Wednesday of every month from 9 a.m. to

noon, a satellite constituency office for
Vaughan/King/Aurora MPP Greg Sorbara will be open in
the councillors’ lounge at the Town Hall. Call 1-877-880-
6770 for information.

* * * *
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge #148

meets the first and third Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m.
at 15216 Yonge Street (south of Wellington). For more
information, call 905-830-9205.

* * * *
Masons' Rising Sun Lodge meets the first Thursday

of each month at The Rising Sun Temple, 57 Mosley
Street, Aurora at 7.30 p.m.

* * * *
Robertson Masonic Lodge meets the third Saturday

each month at 57 Mosley Street at 10.30 a.m.Coffee club
at 9 a.m., lunch at noon. Call 905-727-3032 or 905-727-
1080.

* * * *
Gamblers Anonymous, every Tuesday night, Trinity

Anglican Church, Victoria Street, 7.30 p.m.
* * * *

Progressive Euchre every Thursday night. Aurora
Legion, 7.30 p.m. Call 905-727-9932.

* * * *
Canadian Federation of University Women has

monthly meetings at the Aurora Legion with a variety of
speakers. There is also a selection of interest groups.
Contact Beverley at 905-727-2151.

* * * *
Dancing at the Legion, 8 p.m. every Friday night.

* * * *
Bid Euchre at the Legion, 1 p.m. every third Sunday.

* * * *
York Regional Police Male Chorus is looking for

members from Aurora and area who would like to volun-
teer by joining the choir. Men, 16 years of age and older,
are invited to visit any Tuesday at 7.30 p.m. in committee
room B, York Region Administrative Centre, 17250 Yonge
Street, Newmarket. For more information, call volunteer
chorus supervisor Lowell McClenny at 905-727-9676.

* * * *
Queen’s York Rangers free camps for boys and girls,

12 to 18. Aurora Squadron runs Friday evenings at the
Aurora Armoury. For further information, call 905-726-
8600 any Tuesday evening between 7 and 9 p.m.

* * * *
The Aurora Seniors Evergreen Seniors Choir prac-

tice under the direction of Tom Rainsford every
Wednesday from 3.30 to 5.30 p.m. in the West McKenzie
Hall of the Seniors Centre.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20
Robbie Burns dinner at the Legion. Traditional Burns

supper of roast beef, “nips and tatties” and, of course, the
haggis will be served. Evening starts at 6 p.m. with dinner
at 7 p.m. Call the Legion for further information.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23
Aurora Public Library presents “Money, Mission &

Marketing” with Maxine Hyndman, author of “The Naked
Millionaire” and “The Organic Entrepreneur” at 7 p.m. in
the Lebovic Room. A fee of $2 per person will be
charged.

* * * *
Aurora Council meets as general committee in the

council chambers of the Town Hall at 7 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24

Final date for citizens to apply for membership on the
Aurora Public Library Board, Committee of Adjustment
and the Accessibility Advisory Committee.For more infor-
mation, visit the Aurora Library or the Clerk's office in the
Town Hall or call 905-727-3123 ext. 4220.

* * * *
Seniors' Awareness Day from 11.30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

with lunch included for $1.50 per person, members or
non-members, at the Seniors’ Centre. The event is pre-
sented by the Elder Abuse Prevention Committee in part-
nership with York Regional Police.

* * * *
Aurora Horticultural Society, presents lecture on

"Celebrating Natures Beauty" at the Royal Canadian
Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North at 8 p.m.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25
Aurora Chamber of Commerce Business After Five

meeting at PostNet Aurora, 150 Hollidge Blvd. 5.30 to
7.30 p.m. Free.

* * * *
Blood Donor Clinic, 2.30 to 8 p.m.at the Aurora Royal

Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North
SUNDAY, JANUARY 28

Aurora Agricultural Society Annual General Meeting
at the Aurora Legion, Canadian Room at 3 p.m. The
Society runs the Aurora Fair and Horse Show. Anyone
interested in learning about how to become involved with
running the Fair is cordially invited. The Legion is on
Industrial Parkway North, just south of the Aurora Family
Leisure Complex.

* * * *
Big Bucks Progressive Euchre Tournament, Aurora

Legion. Register at noon; play at 1.15 p.m. For further
information, call 905-727-9932.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 30
Aurora Neighbourhood Watch seminar in the Magna

Room at the Aurora Public Library. Captain meeting
begins at 6.30 p.m., with the free general public seminar
beginning at 7.10 p.m.and continuing until 9 p.m.Topic for
the evening: “Is Your Home Safe?” Guest speakers
include Mike Fenton and PC Mark Lawrence.

* * * *
Aurora Council meets in the council chambers of the

Town Hall at 7 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31

A public planning meeting will be held in the council
chambers of the Town Hall at 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1
St. Andrew's College Open House from 7 to 9 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2
Fish & Chips, shuffleboard and dancing at the Aurora

Legion. 6 p.m. For further information, call 905-727-9932.
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7

Aurora Public Library, in partnership with Aurora
Cable Internet presents the sixth of the 10-part monthly
series of free computer workshops. 7 p.m. Magna Room.
Register at the Adult Information Desk, on line, or phone
905-727-9493, option 4.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10
Aurora Seniors Association presents “A Winter

Cabaret”, featuring Cara Chisholm and Brian Roman.
Limited tickets are available at the Centre, 5 Municipal
Drive, and R & R Revisited, 75 Mary Street, Unit 3. The
matinee begins at 2 p.m.

* * * *
Roarin’ Twenties Valentines Party, Aurora Legion, 7

p.m. Tickets $10. For further information, call 905-727-
9932.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12
Aurora Film Circuit presents the Canada-U.K. co-pro-

duction “Snow Cake”, starring Alan Rickman and

GIF Select featuring IncomePlus from

Manulife Investments – the first investment

solution of its kind in Canada!  IncomePlus

can provide you with:

• Predictable income guaranteed 

not to decrease no matter how

investments perform*

• Sustainable income to last at least until

the principal is completely repaid*

• Potentially increasing income with

bonuses and the opportunity to lock in

market gains

*Or until the contract reaches maturity or upon the death of the last
surviving annuitant. Provided withdrawal thresholds are not exceeded.

For more information,
please contact

ASK ME ABOUT INCOMEPLUS

FROM MANULIFE INVESTMENTS.

What's new, and 
turning retirement 

thinking on its head?

David B. Totten 
Senior Vice President, Wealth Advisor 

BMO Nesbitt Burns 
17310 Yonge Street, Suite 11 
Newmarket, Ontario 

(905) 830-4468 
email: david.totten@nbpcd.com 
Website: www.davidtotten.ca

® “BMO (M-bar roundel symbol)” is a registered trade-mark of Bank of Montreal, used under licence.
® “Nesbitt Burns” is a registered trade-mark of BMO Nesbitt Burns Corporation Limited, used under licence.
The Manufacturers Life Insurance Company is the sole issuer and guarantor of the Manulife GIF Select Contract. GIF Select,
Manulife and the block design are registered service marks and trademarks of The Manufacturers Life Insurance Company and are
used by it and its affiliates including Manulife Financial Corporation.

The Totten 
Wealth 

Advisory 
Group
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FILL OUT A 

BALLOT
in 

participating 
stores 
to win 
our

New Year’s 
Gift Basket 
Deadline for ballots

January 30th

Draw Date: 
January 31st, 2007

2007 
NEW YEAR’S

GIFT BASKET 
DRAW

Win
our 

Gift Basket

2007
NEW YEAR’S 

GIFT BASKET 
DRAW

Courtesy of 
The Aurora 

Shopping Centre
Merchants

Aurora
Shopping

Centre 
merchants

A & F Hair Elite
*905-727-6212

Aurora Dry
Cleaners

*905-713-0095

Aurora
Alterations

*905-726-9242

Aurora Dollars
Discount

*905-841-2497

Aurora Salon
Secrets

*905-727-1044

Barrons
*905-841-5454

Beer Store
*905-727-4741

CIBC Bank
*1-800-465-

2422

Chris' No Frills

Clothing Outlet
*905-841-7652

Creative
Colours

*905-727-0552

La Vie Café
Deli

*905-713-6628

5 Below Jeans
& More

*905-841-7762

Fabulous Flicks
Video

*905-841-5768

Family Shoe
Repair

*905-841-8922

Gift Baskets &
More

*905-727-1683

Henry's Fish &
Chips

*905-727-8001

Karen & Tina's
Flowers

*905-727-9865

Kitchen
Accents

*905-841-0885

Knit Or Knot
*905-713-1818

Kodak Image
Centre

*905-726-4243

Legacy
Jewellery

*905-841-3065

Not Just Cards
Hallmark

*905-727-1547

Oakridge
Outfitters

*905-726-4063

Omar's Shoes
*905-727-9391

Regency
Variety

*905-727-6691

Sparkle
Pharmacy

*905-727-2322

Staples/Business
Depot

*905-713-0367

The Source by
Circuit City

*905-713-2783

Van De Ven Car
Wash

York Medical
*905-713-0404

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW,
REAL ESTATE,

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Maggie Hawes, 5, left, and Jessica Lafreniere, 16, both of Aurora, have
recently returned from the War Amps Ontario Child Amputee Seminar that
was held in London. Maggie was born a left arm amputee and Jessica, a par-
tial right hand amputee. At the seminar, Maggie was presented with a special
certificate for her participation in the War Amps Playsafe/Drivesafe program.

Citizens express views
on how to spend money

A special meeting was
held at the Town Hall last
week to review the pro-
posed 2007 capital budget
and provide citizens with
input.

Robert Farillo suggested
the former hydro building be
sold with the town arranging
to lease part of it back for
storage.

Lydia Schuster and
Charles Sequeira appeared
regarding signage for the
Seniors’ Centre.

She referred to a letter
that had been sent to the
town in September request-
ed directional signs at
Wellington Street East and
John West Way similar to
the sign for the Town Hall
and one at Municipal Drive
but had received no reply.

She noted that $50,000
had been included in the
capital budget for a road-
side sign but it didn’t make
the cut.

Charles Sequeira
referred to two seniors’
building projects which were
cut from the budgets, one
dealing with a deck awning
at an estimated cost of
$40,000 and stairs from the
deck to the park area at an
estimated cost of $10,000.

He asked for reconsider-
ation.

Miloslav Prikryl enquired
about the financing of the
new recreation centre and
noted that nothing was in
the budget for the promised
youth centre.

Staff noted that $1.1 mil-
lion had been included in
the 2008 capital budget for
youth centre expansion.

Mike Bender and
Gordon Barnes appeared
on behalf of the Aurora
Community Arboretum to
request support for Phase I
of the Arboretum Master
Plan, which had previously
been approved by council.

He provided a brief histo-
ry of the Arboretum and the
work that had been carried
out during the past 10 years
and the need for a Master
Plan for the 100 acres of
parkland along the East
Holland River Valley which
was completed in 2006.

In order to apply for
grants from foundations, it
was necessary to obtain a

grant from the town to prove
they are serious.

Frank Shaw of the Oak
Ridges Moraine Land Trust
told councillors that the part-
nership with the town was in
limbo until information was
received about their request
for $5,000 for securement
expenses and $10,000 for
the Stewardship program.

Rebecca Beaton asked
several questions pertaining
to the use of the hydro funds
for the sale of Aurora Hydro
and the status of various
outstanding issues including
train whistles at night and
the future of Library Square.

Treasurer John
Gutteridge made a presen-
tation similar to the earlier
information session when
council had their first look at
the 2007 capital budget and
it wasn't good news.

He stressed that a new
process was being intro-
duced with a corporate

budget based on the priori-
ties of the municipality
rather than departmental
priorities as in the past, and
the transfer of funds from
the operating budget would
be the total amount rather
than for specific department
projects.

He also presented a
summary of capital projects
sorted by scoring with 87
projects above the cut-off
line out of a total of 126 proj-
ects submitted with an esti-
mated expenditure of $4 mil-
lion for 2007 and $74 million
over the four-year term of
council requiring a transfer
from operating budget
equivalent to a five per cent
tax levy increase.

The treasurer stressed it
was a council budget and if
members wanted to add an
item, another item of similar
value should be deleted oth-
erwise the budget would
show an increase.

905-727-9561
14889 Yonge Street, Aurora

www.graystonesrestaurant.ca

Schnitzels
our

specialty



There are questions to be asked,
After councillors find their feet;
About issues still outstanding, 

So the answer will be complete!
- Poor Richard's Scrapbook  

During every council meeting, repor ts are
received from committees and from staff on a wide
variety of issues, some just for information and oth-
ers requiring a decision.

If it is a complex issue with several questions
asked, the report is often referred back to the com-
mittee or to staff for more background information or
for clarification.

Generally staff reports are quite complete with
sufficient information on which to make a decision.

But there are always exceptions and the report is
referred back and sometimes forgotten and the list of
outstanding items continues to grow, and while staff
prepares a monthly list of outstanding issues, coun-
cillors seldom re-introduce them, although they may
have been issues they introduced in the first place.

Some of the outstanding issues were listed last
week but there are more, such as whether Aurora
should adopt a ward system which was an issue in
the last election, parking at the GO station and
whether to sell the Vandorf Road property or not.

Although the percentage of voting increased in the
last election, it might be interesting to know why
more than 60 per cent of the residents fail to vote
and a study may be a good idea.

The future of Aurora's downtown is something that
should have a good look and whether a Business
Improvement Area should be re-established.

There is also a financial commitment from
Whitwell Developments for improvements to the
downtown as development progressed at their com-
mercial development and planning should start on
how this is to be used.

Action is also needed on the town-owned Leslie
Street lands for industrial or commercial purposes to
gain non-residential assessment, which is so badly
needed.

Some time ago council discussed the need for full
service gas stations especially for seniors and the
handicapped, and follow-up action should be taken
on this.

Last May council agreed that staff would present a
report early in 2007 for the tendering or request for
proposal for the town's advertising in the newspaper.

There are a few traffic studies underway about on-
street parking on town streets including Pinnacle
Trail, Birkshire Drive and Rush Road.

A question might be asked, as it has before why
the Traffic Safety Advisory Board is called a Board
instead of a Committee like all the other advisory
committees, although that may be in the process of
being changed.

Aurora is one of the few communities without a
Habitat for Humanity and although it has been dis-
cussed and partial commitments made, it was all talk
and no action.

It's time to put up or shut up!
Infill of monster homes on existing lots in estab-

lished areas of the town has been of concern to
neighbouring residents and last October staff
advised council they were continuing to study mon-
ster homes and a discussion took place about estab-
lishing a steering committee including citizens, and
this should be followed up.

Questions might be asked when the region was
reconstructing Wellington Street, why Aurora Council
didn't include a sidewalk and a bicycle path from
Bayview to Leslie, especially with the recreation
complex located near Leslie Street and with all the
residential growth in the area.

In preparing the 2007 budget, the outgoing coun-
cil referred several items for inclusion including his-
torical plaques for the town parks, paving of the
Factory Theatre parking lot, funding for the
Community Arboretum and the sidewalk rehabilita-
tion on Centre Street and Catherine Avenue to name
a few.

Members of council will no doubt have questions
of their own but if they haven't one to ask, the above
list may provide some just in case the meetings get
boring.

“Aurora’s 
Community Newspaper”

Published weekly by The Auroran Publications Inc.
At 75 Mary Street, Unit #3

Aurora, L4G 1G3

Editorial policy

Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and letter writers are not necessarily those
of The Auroran. Letters must include name and phone number, although number will not be
published. Names may be withheld assuming a compelling reason to do so. Letters may be
edited or refused. All contents protected by copyright.

Advertising policy

Publisher is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors that do not lessen the
value of an advertisement. Disputes must be brought to the attention of the publisher prior
to the following edition.

Poor Richard
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Letter to the Editor

Recently, we showed you a photo at Yonge and Wellington with Aurora’s streetcar tracks veering west
on Wellington. The top photo shows the tracks in front of the Fleury Plow Works building, currently
operated by Bacon Basketware. We’re not exactly sure why there’s a bend in the tracks. Anyone know?
We do know the tracks terminated at Collis Leather on Tyler Street. The bottom photo is another shot
of the plow works building without streetcar tracks. These pictures come from the postcard collection
of Aurora Councillor Bob McRoberts, and we are grateful for permission to reprint them.
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Several items
still on the list

Chamber seeking input
on town bylaw proposals

To the editor,

The following note was sent
out electronically to members
of the Aurora Chamber of
Commerce regarding pro-
posed changes to temporary
and permanent sign bylaws.

I have elected to publish
much of the letter for anyone
who does not have access to
e-mail.

As many of you may be
aware, the Town of Aurora has
recently undertaken a review
of its temporary and perma-
nent sign bylaws.

Town documents indicate
that the reasons for this review
are as follows: (i) to update and
clean-up the language of the
existing bylaws; (ii) to facilitate
the administration of tempo-
rary and permanent signs by
separate departments; and (iii)
to better clarify roles and
responsibilities, and make the
bylaws more user-friendly.

The bylaw staff at the Town
of Aurora is preparing a report
and recommendations to go
forward to a General
Committee meeting scheduled
for January 23.

Interested parties are enti-
tled to submit their concerns to
the Town and/or appear before
the General Committee to out-
line their concerns with the

proposed bylaws.
We recommend that the

Aurora Chamber advise the
Town of the following concerns
with the proposed bylaws as
soon as possible:

•  The proposed prohibition
of banner signs in the tempo-
rary sign bylaw is not justified
and it is bad for business.
Signage is critical to the sur-
vival of small businesses, and
an effective means of promot-
ing special events for a busi-
ness, or the opening of a new
business where permanent
signage is not yet available.

We strongly encourage the
Town to permit banner signs
for a reasonable period of time
and particularly, for new busi-
ness openings.

•  While the current two-day
period for removing election
signs may be onerous, the pro-
posed seven-day period
seems excessive.

We would recommend four
days to remove election signs
to balance the interests of local
businesses and residents, with
the realities experienced by
election candidates.

•  Clarify that the changes
regarding maximum signage
in the permanent sign bylaw
will result in more signage
options for single tenant 
premises.

• The proposed fee
increase for sign variances is
excessive. Given the size of
Aurora, the Chamber recom-
mends that the fee be
increased to $300, consistent
with the low end of the sign
variance fees charged by other
jurisdictions.

•  We also recommend that
a delegation representing the
Aurora Chamber appear
before the General Committee
on January 23 to more fully
communicate our concerns

with the proposed changes to
the sign bylaws.

Please let me know if you
have any comments or ques-
tions regarding this informa-
tion, or any other comments on
the proposed changes to the
bylaws.

I look forward to receiving
your input.

Carla Adams   
Executive Director
Aurora Chamber
of Commerce
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When it comes to taxes, I believe I behave like the majority of
Aurora residents.

I receive my municipal tax bill in the mail. I open the envelope,
review the contents, let loose with a few choice expleted delet-
eds, calm myself down and then forlornly walk down to the local
bank to make the tax payment.

The process repeats itself again every couple of months -
kind of like the Bill Murray movie, "Groundhog Day".

Only difference is that, at the end of the movie, Murray wakes
up with the girl, while I still wake up with my tax bill.

While I am certainly not happy with the level of tax increases
that we have had, I have in the past simply shrugged my shoul-
ders and just tried to learn to live with it.

However, the annual 7.8 per cent increase in taxes over the
past few years is clearly not sustainable.

CPI has not grown this fast, the economy has not grown this
fast and more importantly my pay cheque has not grown this
fast.

The large tax increases have to stop!
During the past election Ms Morris stated that taxes are "the

number one issue in this election".
And Al Wilson, before he was elected in November, had been

quite forceful and consistent over the years, through various let-
ters to the editor that the large tax increases have to end.

Mr. Wilson, in fact, positioned his successful candidacy as
that of a tax fighter/crusader.

There are a lot of issues that are on the plate of the new coun-
cil.

· Decide on the future of the former hydro building;
· A plan for the $34.5 million of funds generated from the sale

of Aurora Hydro to PowerStream, Inc.;
· Adequate parking for the library and heritage centre and

museum;
· An economic development plan containing a measurable

strategy to slow down or reverse the residential to commercial
tax ratio;

· Locate and secure a home for the Youth Centre; and
· Request for enlarged Wal-Mart store on Wellington East 
And the list goes on.
But the top priority and challenge is the 2007 operating and

capital budgets.
I am going to quote generously from Dick Illingworth's column

last week because he brings the tax issue sharply into focus, and
also, quite frankly, because I could not have put it as succinctly
as he has.

Dick wrote: "The public made it known during the election
campaign that they are fed up with higher taxes, especially when
they are well above inflation.

"Somehow or other council will have to produce a budget with
a minimum tax increase and still retain the current level of serv-
ices.

"The nine-year record of no tax increases ended in 2000 and
since then there have been substantial tax increases every year
making it difficult for seniors and others on a fixed income to
remain living in Aurora.

"In addition, based on a report from the town treasurer last
March, the reserve funds are not adequate to meet the needs of
the capital program and by the end of 2013 there will be a short-
fall of $68 million.

"The figures presented show a need over the period 2007 to
2013 to raise $10.8 million per year over and above the current
tax levy to meet the capital required by the Asset Management
Program."

We had no tax increase in the early 1990s and we are pay-
ing for this today.

Mayor Morris, Councillor Wilson and the rest of the gang at
Town Hall now have the perfect opportunity to exhibit leadership.

And the decisions won't be easy; they never are.Constituents
have unlimited wants, even though there are limited amounts of
funds.

But plain and simple: "To Govern is to Choose".
And there are some serious decisions that have to be made.
It is incumbent upon the mayor and council to look at the var-

ious trade-offs between the type and number of services that our

Machell’s Corners by Scott Johnston

Some people think they have superpowers.
Okay…I happen to be one of them.
I've written about the escapades of Super-She Dragon 

Mom too many times to deny it, so I'll just have to fess up to the
delusion.

In her prime, Super-She Dragon Mom could put in a full day at
the office, then make dinner, unload the dishwasher, fold 
laundry, and help the kids with their homework while booking 
dental appointments for the whole family on the phone as 
Dr. Phil shouted encouragement from the other room.

And she could still manage to swoop in and stop her children
from annihilating each other (and the entire northwest corner of
Aurora - at least!) just in the nick of time!  Amazing, huh?

Super-She Dragon Mom is the "Ever-Ready Mommy". She
keeps doing and doing and doing… 

So, when Dr. Phil drawled: "You've got to get your priorities in
order," as she was scurrying between the laundry room and the
family room that multi-functions as a Dr. Phil-enabled folding 
station, she told him how she really felt.

"Ha! I get it, Dr. Phil!"
Super-She hadn't folded underwear in years - it hadn't made

her priority list since Dr. Phil was an Oprah sideshow!  Heck, she
even discovered the secret of matching socks -without the help of
a therapist! She'd buy 60 identical pair, and poof! That big, bad
sock-eating washer was rendered instantly toothless! Awesome,
huh?

She celebrated her achievement with a little dance. It's just her
way…

Immediately, the children fired up their computers and 
started sending e-mails to Dr. Phil.

"Dear Dr. Phil: She's getting worse..."
I suppose it is a little disconcerting when your mother starts

waving a pair of boxers in Dr. Phil's 42-inch face as she does the
Hokey-Pokey around a laundry bin…

"Gee, I hope Dr. Phil doesn't check his e-mail," she thought.
One of her Super-She polar fleece socks had gone missing.

Without it, her ability to slide into the kitchen just as a pot was about
to over-boil would be greatly compromised.

Well, how was she supposed to dramatically slide up to 
Dr. Phil on national TV with only one funky sock?

Good thing Dr. Phil didn't call. It could have been bad!
Imagine…

Dr. Phil: I noticed you had a little trouble there. Where's your
other sock?

Super-She: I think the washing machine ate it…but it could
have been the dog. Sometimes I forget to feed Jake.

Dr. Phil: And even without the sock…you still think you have
superpowers?

Super-She: Well, Dr. Phil…I realized there was something 
different about me one day, when I made two stops before 
arriving at the office. I picked up the mail, and I headed for 

the drive-thru.
By the time I got my coffee, I had already opened and 

sorted the mail, cleaned out my purse, organized my CDs and my
glove compartment, and I had counted out exact change.
I even stopped at the garbage can and got rid of the mess the kids
made in the backseat…and I didn't miss!  Not even once!

Dr.Phil:Clearly, you have a problem.But you have to name it to
claim it!

Super-She: Okay, it's the coffee. Dr. Phil, coffee is to me what
spinach is to Popeye!

Dr. Phil: And you know that - how?
Super-She: Ummm…it was my third time through the 

drive-thru.
Dr. Phil: And how's that workin' for ya?
Super-She: The more coffee I drink, the more I get my 

priorities in order, Dr.Phil!  Alphabetical order!  And ever since then,
I've been having "Costco days": Everything comes in mega 
multi-packs!  And with coffee pumping through my veins, I can 
handle it, Dr. Phil!

…Yes, it would have been sad if Super-She had been hauled
off to Dr. Phil's court to explain her caffeine-induced delusion of
superpowers.

Now that I'm past the super-mom stage, I no longer believe I
have superpowers. Heck, I'm still missing that sock! It's like 
kryptonite!

Now I worry about people who think they have the kind of
superpowers that make Super-She's delusions of multi-tasking
grandeur at the drive-thru look about as impressive as…well,
instant coffee.

You know the ones: They put on their make-up or shave - or
both, eat breakfast, read the newspaper, do the crossword, and
even brush their teeth…while negotiating business deals on the
cell phone…while driving to work…at about 140 clicks…down
Yonge Street.

Sometimes, I have wondered about their tooth-brushing super-
powers…where do they spit? Do they rinse with water…or coffee?

But now that my kids are driving on the same roads that they
spit onto, I just want to spit! In fact, I want to cough up a 
Super-She fur-ball and blast them onto a corn field in Innisfil -
minus a wheel or two!

If only I had the superpowers to stop the multi-tasking 
madness that threatens to turn "human beings" into "human
doings"!  

But alas, I can only shout Dr. Phil's mantra: "You've got to get
your priorities in order!"

God bless those of you who believe that driving to arrive alive
is a priority.

Cathy Vrancic welcomes e-mail at:
cathyvrancic@hotmail.com

or laughingmatters@aci.on.ca

Multi-tasking madnessCathy’s 
Corner

Front Porch
Perspective
By Stephen Somerville 

town provides and the differing levels of taxes. Council then
needs to communicate their collective vision to us in such a way
that their 2007 budget is both understandable and that Aurorans
can buy into it.

Ms Morris's inaugural address a month ago was excellent.
During the closing part of her speech she asked us to imagine
what Aurora could be and could look like.

Now she and her fellow council members need to take this
high-minded rhetoric and overlay it against the available financial
resources that our community has and offer us a fully costed
vision for the next four years.

They have to make the case why your taxes should be at a
certain level.

Over a number of future columns I will deal with other issues

relating to taxes, including how the actual 2007 operating and
capital budget is put together.

I will also look at the differences among federal, provincial and
municipal taxes; what they represent, how they are calculated
and how they are collected.

I will also offer some tax comparisons with other similarly
sized jurisdictions (and for the heck of it, Newmarket). Lastly, for
the readers' perusal, amusement and probable ridicule, I will
present my own hypothetical Aurora Municipal Budget and the
choices that I would make.

Next week: The Aurora Municipal Budgeting Process.

Stephen can be contacted at
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Large tax hikes must stop



BOUQUETS to all the volunteers who manned the
Salvation Army Christmas Kettles, got people
home safely through Operation Red Nose, all
those who packed and delivered Christmas bas-

kets to people in need and to so many others who helped
make Christmas a little merrier for many.

BRICKBATS to motorists who tie up traffic on side
streets such as Cousins Drive and Royal Road
while trying to make a left turn on busy Yonge

Street when all they have to do is exit by Dunning Avenue
or Kennedy Street and make an easy left turn with the traf-
fic signals.

BOUQUETS to the citizens of Oakville for putting their
money where there mouth is by collecting
$246,000 of the $343,000 required to save the
250-year-plus oak tree slated for destruction to

make way for road expansion. Their efforts shamed the
province, Halton Region and the City of Oakville to make up
the difference and save the tree.

BRICKBATS to the construction company carrying out
the road reconstruction work on Bathurst Street
in Aurora and the regional works department for

lack of proper supervision, resulting in unsafe traffic 
conditions and confusing lane changes.

BOUQUETS to the Canadian dairy farmers for killing the
controversial "Stop Cooking with Cheese" adver-
tising campaign saying the TV spots were not in
good taste. Now if Tetley Green Tea will kill its ad

about the girl in the elevator who promises to keep the
doors open and then pushes the Close button and for Best
Buy to get rid of their silly fat guy TV ads.

BRICKBATS to a justice system which permits a drunk
driver who killed a person to walk out of jail
pending a ruling on his appeal more than four

years after the accident. The driver was convicted in 2004
and sentenced to five years in jail and is out on bail pend-
ing his appeal which may take up to six months to be heard.

BOUQUETS to the member of Aurora Council who will
introduce a motion that house and business street
numbers are large enough to be readily seen by a
passing motorist. Nothing is more frustrating and

dangerous than a motorist in a strange area searching for
the street number.

BRICKBATS to the Harper government for continuing to
bill itself as Canada's "new" government and
blaming everything on the former Liberal gov-

ernment, when they have been in power for almost a year.
It's time they started to accept some responsibility.

BOUQUETS to the organizers of the World Junior
Hockey Championships for selecting the pictur-
esque Town of Leksand, Sweden, for the annual
hockey tournament. It was back in 1971 when an

Aurora hockey team played in Leksand resulting in the twin-
ning of Leksand and Aurora.

BRICKBATS to the recruiting branch of the Canadian
Armed Forces for rejecting a former Halifax Air
Cadet who had learned to fly gliders and a

Cessna while with the Cadets, who was later accepted by
the Royal Air Force and awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross for his great courage and composure while piloting a
helicopter in Afghanistan.

BOUQUETS to the member of Aurora Council who will
investigate the actions of the federal Harper gov-
ernment in creating or designating national muse-
ums and possibly providing funding for institutions

outside of Ottawa and find out if the Aurora Cultural and
Heritage Centre in the historic Church Street qualifies.
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ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationali-
ties
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Letters to the Editor

we know you want
real service from real people.

statefarm.ca • State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
Canadian Head Office: Scarborough, Ontario

That’s State Farm®. Don’t trust just anyone
to insure your car, see me.

Peter Virtanen, CLU
220 Industrial Parkway South
Aurora, ON L4G 3V6
905.727.8400

P02032CN 04/02

For all your Auto, Home and Life insurance needs see State Farm Agent. 

PETER VIRTANEN, CLU
220 Industrial Pkwy S. Unit 37 
(Across from Aurora Hydro) 

905-727-8400

That’s State Farm® Don’t trust just anyone
to insure your car, see me.

By DICK ILLINGWORTH

TRINITY ANGLICAN WELCOMES YOU!
79 Victoria Street, Aurora   (905) 727-6101

www.trinityaurora.ca
The Reverend Canon Dawn Davis

Services:  8:00 a.m.  *9:15 a.m.  *11 a.m.
*Church School and Nursery are available

What women are wearing to
church these days.

If you believe clerical collars fit women as
well as men, we invite you to come worship
with us this Sunday. You’ll find more than

just clothing styles have changed.

Gas & Oil Heating Equipment
Humidifiers and Air Conditioners

Tel: (905) 727-6401            8 Industrial Pkwy.S.
www.nyhp.on.ca                 Aurora, Ontario

Stocks on all 
Leading Exchanges

Mutual Funds
Government and
Corporate Bonds

Retirement & 
Investment Planning

Stephen Forsey CIM, FCSI, Investment Representative
JONES, GABLE & COMPANY LIMITED (Member CIPF)

905-726-9343

Town staff should keep
resumes handy: reader

To the editor,

The new council has
been sworn in.

The decriers, yet often
instigators, of past council
discord are now at the helm.

So what new direction
has a new council yet
brought?

It appears the answer is -
"apply elsewhere" - if you
are staff.

The recent council direc-
tion for staff to enforce
Ontario Municipal Board
directives re the Aurora

Cable Internet windmill
might leave staff in a
quandry.

The staff, who are the
paid professionals hired to
carry out policy, bylaws,
etc., were of the opinion that
ACI is in compliance with all
OMB directives to ACI.

Council, whose sole job
is to set policy (and not
physically implement it) -
thought otherwise.

The council seems to
know more about the law
and/or compliance with
same and have sent staff on

a mission in political and
practical futility.

I do not intend to
demean the intent, energy,
and commitment of council
members, however,  the
council is and should be
forced to rely on others to
carry out the work; that is, to
exercise most of the author-
ity and to fulfill most of the
accountability.

This dependence on 
others requires the council
to give careful attention 
to the principles of 
sound delegation.

It is not the council’s job
to micromanage for the
sake of political expedien-
cy.

John and Miriam
Carver, who are the name-
sakes of the "Carver Policy
Governance Model" (which
most councils, boards and
levels of government man-
age to follow - and which, in
a nutshell, holds them to
set policy but not enforce or
micromanage same) might
be intrigued by the current
council and already think it
dysfunctional for doing
what it is not legally, moral-
ly or ethically supposed to
do.

However, it is early, and
I maintain hope that this
council does not prove to
be an incompetent group of
otherwise competent indi-
viduals.

But if I was staff - I
would keep my resume
handy.

Christopher C. Sorley
Aurora

Christmas campaign
was a huge success
To the editor,

A huge thank you to
everyone who helped
make the Women's
Centre Holiday Hamper
Program a big success
by brightening the sea-
son for many families
here in our community.

A special thank you to
Vern Cunningham of
Alutron Modules and his
lovely wife, Lynn, who so
generously donated the
facil it ies to run this
year's program.

And I would be remiss
not to include every
member of their wonder-
ful staff who daily
stopped with smiling
faces to take the time to
help and keep things
running smoothly.

Each and every one of
you brightened my holi-
day season immeasur-
ably.

For those who came
into the depot this year,
you know what wonder it
was to behold.

Tables covered and
overflowing with toys for
children of all ages and
volunteers banding
together to try to ensure
that everyone had a
happy holiday.

Teamwork at its finest.
This year, we were

also able to provide win-
ter warmth needs to

many children who didn't
have things like coats,
boots, mitts, hats, and
many other things that
many of us take for
granted.

None of this would
have been possible if we
were not part of such a
caring community - a
community that comes
together to help those
less for tunate and in
need.

It was truly heartening
for me to see the genuine
caring, the generosity
and the kind hearts of
fr iends and strangers
alike.

The gratitude of those
who received help was
well worth the long hours
and the constant worry of
having enough.

Thank you to Aurora
Cable Internet and to
Dick Il l ingwor th who
gave us the opportunity
to put out a plea for help,
and thank you to all
those who responded.

We are truly grateful
for your support.

To all the volunteers
who helped with packing,
sorting, delivering and so
much more - we couldn't
have done it without you.

And to all the individu-
als, companies, service
clubs, sponsors, and
donors who joined with
us, please know what a

difference you truly
made.

With a thankful heart.

Shelley Lundquist
Women's Centre
of York Region
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14799 Yonge St.
Aurora 

Telephone: 905-726-1549
email: flowersbyterry@hotmail.com

www.flowersbyterry.com

If we wouldn’t take it home why would we sell it to you?

Flowers
by Terry

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

PEIRCE�McNEELY   ASSOCIATES

REAL ESTATE
CIVIL & FAMILY LITIGATION

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL LAW
Wills & Estates
905-727-8900

Offices in Toronto and York Region (Aurora)

January
Bedding

Sale

January
Bedding

Sale

Store-wideStore-wide

Up to 75% 0ffUp to 75% 0ff

Fine French Linens
Ceramics & Antiques

89 Wellington Street East
Aurora, t. 905-726-3451

Sale Starts
January 9th
through to 

January 31st

Dr. G. W. Williams Secondary School 
is hosting a 

Pathways Information Session
evening on 

Thursday January 18th from 7 – 9 pm 
at our school.  What future pathway will students take?  Will it be College,
University, Apprenticeship or directly to the Workplace?  What do parents need
to know to assist their teens in making the right choices at home and at school?  

Parents and students are encouraged to attend this evening.  The 
session is designed to give parents what they need to assist their teens to choose
accurately.  Decisions made now will shape the experience of students while in
high school and beyond.  Included will be an introductory greeting from Board
Trustee Gord Kerr and Principal Tod Dungey.  Karen Armata, Head of
Guidance at Williams H. S. and Mary Lynn Colasanti, the YRDSB Employment
Advisor who will provide an additional overview of possible choices for 
students.  Breakout sessions will follow for more in depth questioning of the 
different options available.  Our intent is that this information evening will be
empowering for parents as they support their children with preparing for their
futures.

Aurora parents and students of all grade levels are welcome to attend.  Come
and find out the latest information available to facilitate these important steps
taken by your son/daughter in school. 

Les Kerr  - Guidance Counsellor  905-727-3131 ext. 172
Tod Dungey - Principal 905-727-3131 ext. 156

Dr. G. W. Williams Secondary School

Skylight Gallery has limited hours
A community without

ar tists is l ike a body
without a soul. Many
communities are fast
losing their ar tists and
their soul because the
artists have no place to
exhibit and sell their
work.

There is a lack of
facil i t ies for ar tists to
exhibit or iginal f ine
works of ar t as most
available galler ies are
primarily print and fram-
ing shops with limited
facilities for original ar t.

This may have been
the reason behind the
planning and the open-
ing of the Skylight
Gallery on the third floor
of the Aurora Town Hall.

It is a delightful spot
with natural lighting and
designed in such a way
as to protect the paint-
ings from the direct sun-
light.

Unfortunately, the art
is not readily accessible
as the gallery is only
open dur ing normal
Town Hall business
hours limiting access to
the art-loving public who
may wish to visit the
gallery in the evenings
or on the weekends.

If the gallery was
worth building, it should
be wor th making it
accessible to the tax-
paying public.

With a back door
leading directly into the
gallery, there doesn't
appear to be any reason
why on a Saturday and
Sunday the rest of the
building couldn’t be
blocked off, with the par-
ticipating artist in atten-
dance in the gallery.

Ar tists exhibit ing in
the gallery for the
monthly ar t shows are
selected by lot. An artist
is selected for every
month of the year with a
few backup artists in the
event the scheduled
artist is unable to partic-
ipate.

If the intent was to
provide a venue for tax-
paying Aurora artists to
use the gallery, it has
been a dismal failure as
the artists are selected
region-wide and beyond
and no preference is
given to local ar tists.

So if you have the
time between 8.30 a.m.
and 4.30 p.m. Monday to
Friday visit the Skylight
Gallery in the Town Hall.

While at the Town
Hall take time to visit
the second floor and
view the town's perma-
nent ar t collection.

Many historic build-
ings have been demol-
ished in the interests of
development but in
some cases their memo-
r ies were captured in
paint as par t of the
Preserve in Paint pro-
gram.

Although the Aurora
Art Show was started in
1962 to provide local
artists a venue to dis-
play their works, it was-
n't until 1975 when the

Preserve Aurora in Paint
category was introduced
as a means of preserv-
ing in paint the historic
buildings of Aurora.

In 1983 the Aurora
Heritage Committee rec-
ommended the town
purchase or have the
right of first refusal for
the winning painting in
the Preserve Aurora cat-
egory to star t a perma-
nent collection for the
municipality.

Council of the day
approved an annual
expenditure of up to
$500 to purchase the
painting. As a result the
town has a growing col-
lection of local buildings
and sites by local
artists.

At one time the paint-
ings graced the stairway
of the Wellington Street
West administrative cen-
tre, but were stored in
boxes when the centre
was sold to the Board of
Education and a move
was made to the tempo-
rary accommodation on
Industrial Parkway.

T h e  p a i n t i n g s
remained in storage
even after the new Town
Hall was opened but
after pressure from
some ar tists and a
member of the media,
the paintings were locat-
ed and finally put on
public display.

But instead of being
given an area of promi-
nence on the circular
wall on the second floor,
the paintings were relat-
ed to a crowded side
wall of the second floor
which does not provide
adequate viewing oppor-
tunit ies as they are
crowded together and
hung three or four high.

Citizens taking the
time to visit the second
floor and view the per-
manent collection wil l
catch a glimpse of
Aurora's historical past

Homeyra (May) Khorshid
Sales Representative 

HomeLife/Bayview 
Realty Inc. Brokerage

#1 Office in Canada

Bus: 905-889-2200

Cell: 416-669-4243

hkhorshid@trebnet.com

MAY I HELP “YOU”?

and some buildings still
retained.

One of the first paint-
ings in the collection is
"The Artist Colony" by
Bette Jenkins which had
been located at Yonge
and Centre Streets.

It had previously been
the livery stable of the
old Queen's Hotel, a taxi
dispatch off ice, a law
office, Decadence
Dessert Shop, Mr. Dart's
Emporium and the
Humane Society's Odds
and Togs Gift Shop
before becoming The
Artist Colony.

It has since been
demolished for a com-

mercial complex, but the
town has the painting
which can be seen by
the public if they take

the time to visit the Town
Hall and view the art on
display.

It's well worth seeing!
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This month’s business feature...

The staff at Forever Fitness is committed to your health “FOREVER!”

Give us a call: 905-727-3578 OR, WE’D LOVE TO MEET YOU 

16 MARY ST., AURORA

Within walking distance of the Aurora GO Station!

Join to be fit, join to
have fun, join us 

“FOREVER!”

$97 FOR 3 MONTHS - NO OBLIGATION AFTER 90 DAYS

By STEPHEN GADSDEN

Don’t you just love it when people give you an appreciative “once over” at the local coffee shop? Of course you do. And you
should too.

After all, for the last year you’ve been working hard with your personal trainer at your favourite gym to achieve those rock hard
abs, arms, shoulders and traps. 

Larry Scott has seen this transformation occur time and time again. He’s also
been privy to the many smiles of accomplishment shown by his successful stu-
dents.

You see, Larry is the new manager and one of several personal trainers at
Aurora’s Forever Fitness Health Centre. 

Larry knows all about physical fitness. He represented Ontario at the Canadian
Bodybuilding Championships in 1993 (2nd place) and represented Canada at
the North American Bodybuilding Championships in 1995. 

Physical fitness, says Larry, is one of the most important goals a person can achieve. Your body is the vehicle in which
you spend all of your life, he says. It’s your home, your transportation, and your refuge, all rolled into one. Portrayed
in this way, it’s hard to argue. The trick is to turn this realization into reality.

The first thing you have to do is decide to “go for it” and actually speak with a personal trainer about the task at hand. A good trainer will summarize what is involved
in getting you into good physical shape, including an evaluation of your eating habits, experience, personal
goals, time frame and daily work routine.

Another important issue for your personal trainer is to assess your present state of mental and physical health.

Once your trainer has this information, says Larry, he or she will design a personal training regimen, and get
you on your way by means of a series of regular training sessions. You can figure on at least two 50-minute ses-
sions per week. 

A gym’s atmosphere and environment are important to physical training. This is why Larry chose to work
with the Forever Fitness Health Centre. 

He’s worked with many large fitness clubs as a freelance trainer over the years. His biggest beef with big gyms
is their assembly-line, impersonal mentality. Top notch physical training is a personal undertaking that
requires a familiar bond between trainer and client. In big clubs, such professional intimacy is often lost. When
this happens, says Larry, a client’s motivation suffers, with predictable results.

Another important aspect is having the right exercise equipment to get the job done properly. Too often, says
Larry, fitness clubs emphasize having the latest computerized gizmos and machines to attract and keep mem-

bers. Unfortunately, this is the wrong way to assess the attractiveness of one gym over another. 

It’s not the machine that makes the individual. Physical prowess and psychological well-being are the result of learning to exercise the right muscles and groups of
muscles with the most appropriate aids, including cables, cardio, free weights and stretching.

The final ingredient to a successful physical training program is to have fun and lots of it.
“This is why I decided to represent Forever Fitness.” 

~ Larry can be reached at larry_scott@sympatico.ca.

Larry Scott, Manager 
Fitness & Lifestyle Coach 

larry__scott@sympatico.ca

“AURORA’S ‘QUAINT’ LOCAL FITNESS CENTRE”

Stefan Young & Don Smith
75 Mary Street, Aurora (905) 713-2317

GREAT PRICING
ON IN-STOCK

SPAS
READY FOR IMMEDIATE

DELIVERY 

PLUG’N PLAY!

POOL SALT SYSTEM 
ON SALE NOW!

15483 Yonge St.
(across from Howard Johnson) 905-841-0949

OF THE YEAR 

BOXING ““““WWWWEEEEEEEEKKKKSSSS”””” SALE 
DDDDOOOOTTTT

BIGGEST SALE
BIGGEST SALE

We specialize in: 
• Snowboard & Ski Wear 
• Racquet Sports 
• Swim Wear 
• Fitness Wear 
• In-Line Skates 
• Casual Wear
• Snow Shoes 
• Nordic Walking Poles 

MADNESS 
Blue - 20%
Green - 30%
Red - 50% 

Blue - 20%
Green - 30%
Red - 50% 

(Off regular priced merchandise)

We specialize in: 
• Snowboard & Ski Wear 
• Racquet Sports 
• Swim Wear 
• Fitness Wear 
• In-Line Skates 
• Casual Wear
• Snow Shoes 
• Nordic Walking Poles Zoo York Zoo York 

Presents

To register please contact the Chamber at 

905-727-7262 or on-line at www.aurorachamber.on.ca
We look forward to seeing you!

LUNCHEON MEETING
Wednesday, Feb. 14th, 2007
Showcase: 11:45 a.m.
Luncheon: 12:30 p.m.
Program Cost:
$45.00 Member 
$50.00 Potential Member
$40.00 Students
Speaker:
JUSTIN TRUDEAU 
Place:
DiNardo’s – The Mansion 
400 Industrial Parkway South, Aurora

BUSINESS AFTER FIVE 
Thursday, Jan. 25th, 2007

Time: 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Program Cost: FREE 
Place: PostNet Aurora 

150 Hollidge Blvd., 
Aurora

AURORA CHAMBER OF COMMERCEOur new, state of the art facility...
designed with you,

our customers,
in mind!

15783 Yonge Street • Aurora 
905-727-9444 or 416-789-7699
E-mail: sales@highlandgm.com
Website: www.highlandgm.com

Parts Warehouse

• Chevrolet and Cadillac Sales
• Chevy Truck Sales
• Equipment Leasing

Goodwrench
Service

• Optimum 
USED VEHICLES

• All Makes 
Collision Centre

• Highland National Leasing 
(all makes & models)

• Highland Financial Services

RRRREEEECCCC    CCCCYYYYCCCCLLLLEEEE     NNNN’’’’     SSSSPPPPOOOORRRRTTTTSSSS
3 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU... 

15483 Yonge St., Aurora 905-841-5757 (North of Wellington - east side of Yonge)
Aurora Community Centre, Rink One - 905-841-9060
National Training Rinks, Newmarket - 905-898-8031

$$$$3333 55557777
(Tax included)

EEEEXXXXPPPPEEEERRRRTTTT    SSSSKKKKAAAATTTTEEEE    SSSSHHHHAAAARRRRPPPPEEEENNNNIIIINNNNGGGG

Why go anywhere else?
We have all of your hockey supply needs!

All bikes on SALE 
Shop NOW 

for BEST selection 
for SUMMER

All bikes on SALE 
Shop NOW 

for BEST selection 
for SUMMER

Only

WWhhiillee  yyoouu  wwaaiitt!!

REC

CYCLE

P
lu
s..

.



We appreciate your business!
Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora  •  905-727-4751

Home Hardware
AURORA

36”W  x 21”D  x 32”H

The
“Ruby”
Gloss
White

GREAT SELECTION OF BATHROOM VANITIES
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SPORTS

statefarm.ca™ • State Farm • Canadian Home Office: Aurora, Ontario
Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice.

P046164CN 07/05

You’re too young to retire, but

NOT TOO YOUNG TO PLAN.

Make sure your retirement savings always keep working for 
you. I can help with RRSPs and more. Call me today.

Allan Cruickshank, Agent,  CFP FLMI
300 Wellington St E
Aurora, ON L4G 1J5
Bus: 905-727-2749
allan.cruickshank.qjbb@statefarm.com

9 0 5 - 7 2 7 - 9 4 4 4

FRANK METEBRUCE CHAPPELL

Please drop by to see our 
newly renovated dealership

FEBRUARY 3
4 SATURDAYS
905-726-4132

www.youngdrivers.com

Six periods - one goal
as Aurora drops a pair

The Aurora Tigers
Provincial Junior A hockey
team needs to come home.

It’s tough out there.
In two away games last

weekend, Aurora managed
only one goal as they fell
Friday night to the
Collingwood Blues 3-1, then
were blanked in Markham 3-
0 Saturday night.

The club has one more
away game - Thursday in
Stouffville against the Spirit,
before it returns to the com-
fortable confines of the
Aurora Community Centre.

For Aurora, the two
weekend losses were num-
bers three and four on the
season for the league-lead-
ing team.

Friday, the Collingwood
Blues got revenge for a
missed call that cost them a
victory the last time they met
up with the North Division
champion Tigers.

The Blues jumped out to
a 3-0 lead in the first period,
and got standout goaltend-
ing from Akos Agardy the
rest of the way as they post-
ed a 3-1 win.

Aurora scored its only
goal in the first period.

D'Arcy Oakes, Brian
Black and Matt Ashman
gave the Blues the lead
before the ten-minute mark
of the period.

Agardy was especially
strong in the second period
when Aurora fired 22 shots
at the Collingwood net.

The two teams meet
again the final day of the
regular season in
Collingwood.

Saturday night, Aurora

was at Centennial Arena in
Markham to meet the
Waxers for the first time this
season.

Things didn’t go too well
there, either.

Single goals in each peri-
od gave Markham a 3-0 win.

At the 5:44 mark of the
first period, a power-play
goal seemed to let the Tigers
know the home team "was in
charge".

The second period saw
another power-play goal,
and Markham salted the
game away with an empty-
netter in the final minute of
play.

The game saw goal-
tender Matt Hansell earn his
first career shutout.

On the plus side of the

agenda, Aurora added two
players to its roster, so what
you see now is what you’ll
get for the rest of the sea-
son.

Jeff Grenier, a defense-
man, and Vince Bruni, a
winger, are both 19 years
old.

"In Grenier we get what
could be an impact defense-
man solid at both ends of the
ice, very mobile and a supe-
rior passer who will be able
to play in all situations,” said
coach Jerome Dupont. “In
Bruni we get a bona fide
power forward who possess-
es speed, smarts and skill."

Bruni also helps restore
the roster to nine 20-year-
olds which is the most 
a team can dress on 
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It is my pleasure to welcome the entire
community to a free skate at our annual:

Aurora Community Skating Party

This Saturday, January 20, 2007
From 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm

At The Aurora Recreation Centre
1400 Wellington Street East

Constituency Office:
140 Woodbridge Ave. Suite 201

Woodbridge ON L4L 5T5
Tel: (905) 851-0440

Toll Free: 1-877-880-6770
Fax: (905) 851-0210

Email: gsorbara.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org

any given night.
Grenier was obtained

f r o m  t h e  G a t i n e a u
Olympiques of the QMJHL
while Nathaniel Brooks was
dealt to Vaughan for the
rights to Bruni.

To clear room for Grenier,
Jordan Smith was dealt to
the Collingwood Blues.

Aurora missed its usual
home game spot last week-
end as they vacated the rink
for the 24th annual
M a c P h e r s o n  H o c k e y
Tournament, hosted by St.
Andrew’s College.

Game time Friday is 7.30
p.m. against the Orangeville
Crushers.
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905-709-7413

You’re Invited...
to an 

at 

Church Street 
Montessori School 
Saturday Jan. 27 

An information session 
will begin at 10 a.m.

followed by a question period and tour.

Please call 905-727-7181 to register 

• A first class Montessori program 
• Located in a historic home 
• Large, treed back yard 
• CASA (2 1/2 - 5 years) and toddlers 

17 CHURCH ST., AURORA 
2nd street south of Wellington, east off Yonge

OPEN
HOUSE

GIVE YOUR CHILD A SECURE BEGINNING 

THE VARIETY
I ENJOY

“It’s easy to stay active and
involved with so many organized

outings and activities.” 145 Murray Dr., Aurora, ON

www.chartwellreit.ca

aurora
Retirement centre

Call 905-841-2777

Every day is different, and 
the many opportunities for 

enjoyment make life more fulfilling.

ROBBIE BURNS SUPPER
Thursday, Jan. 25th • 5:30 - 7:30pm

Enjoy a delicious dinner as we 
celebrate the great Scottish poet’s

birthday! Please call to RSVP.

Need Direction?
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 Employment Services available to you
at  “NO COST’

• Job Search Strategies
• Career Assessment & Counselling
• Resume Development

Yonge and Mulock in Newmarket

Operated by
Seneca

905-898-6199
Funded by the

Government of Canada

Monday night
hockey
Results up to 

Monday, Jan. 8

TEAM        W     L     T     GF     GA     PT

Tom & Jerry’s 10 2 2 49 29 22
Law Isnsurance Brokers         8 4 2 55 32 18
Priestly Demolition 7 6 1 54 48 15
Hightland Chev-Olds-Geo-Cad      6 5 3 57 43 15
Rec Cycle N' Sports 6 7 1 47 59 13
FPL Aggregates                           5 9 0 38 59 10
Baldwin’s 4 8 2 51 57 10
Masterclean Contracting               4 9 1 40 54 9

Results, Monday, Jan. 8

Baldwins Steakhouse 5        Rec Sports             3
Tom & Jerrys           2        Law Insurance        2

Highlands Chev 6        Masterclean            5
Priestly Demolition           1        FPL Aggregates      4

Player standings, Monday, Jan. 8

NAME               TEAM                  G           A          PTS

John Archibauld   Highland's 14      7     21
Mark Sedore Priestly 16 5     21
John Anderson     Rec Sports 11 9     20
Steve Kavanah     Baldwins 10 9     19
Ed Kilroy Rec Sports 10 9     19
Bruce Chappell    Highland's 5       13    18
John Yaremko      Law Insurance 10 5      15
Jason Muise Priestly   6 9      15
Scott Crabb Highland's 5 9      14
Darryl Thompson  Tom & Jerry's 11 3      14
Gerald Briand       Baldwins 7 6      13
Steve McDonald   Law Insurance 8 5      13
Kevin Brown Rec Sports 6 7      13
Pat O'Mahony      FPL 4 8      12
Brad McMillan      Tom & Jerry's 6 6      12
Charlie Steenhorset Rec Sports 1       11     12
Ed Jackson Baldwins 2 9       11
Steve Robertson  Highland's 4 7       11
Pat Davies Priestly              6 5       11
Mike Nisbet          Priestly 6 5       11
Frank Balkovec    Law Insurance 2 8       10
Vince Greco Tom & Jerry's 2 8       10
Jerry Mackrell      Tom & Jerry's 5 5       10
Dean Iwai Tom & Jerry's 3 7       10
Colin Leech Priestly 3 7       10
Jerome Flanigan  Priestly 3 7       10
John Leeder FPL 5 4 9
Bob Ince FPL 4 5 9
Kevin O'Keefe        Baldwins 5 4 9
Brian Horton Baldwins            2 7 9
Darren Yaremko   Law Insurance 3 6 9
Paul Gibson Law Insurance 2 7 9
Chris Neal Highland's 5 4 9
Dave Holden Tom & Jerry's 4 5 9
Scott Thomas      Tom & Jerry's     0 8 8
Doug Adair Rec Sports 3 5 8
Hugh Alcorn Masterclean 0 8 8
Alain Boudreau    Masterclean       6 2 8
Mike Kensit Masterclean 5 3 8
Mike Casey Priestly 3 5 8
Dave McQueston FPL 3 4 7
Dave Caverley     FPL 3 4 7
Peter Briand Baldwins 3 4 7
Doug McGrath     Baldwins 3 4 7
Joel Reeves Tom & Jerry's 2 5 7
Dan Smith Rec Sports 3 4 7
Mike Slimkowich  Masterclean 2 5 7
Jack Radecki       FPL 4 2 6
Doug Hackett       FPL 1 5 6
Mark Lemmon      Law Insurance 2 4 6
Craig McConnell   Law Insurance 4 2 6
Ken Rumble Highland's 5 1 6
Jody Matthews    Highland's 3 3 6
RonThieson Tom & Jerry's 0 6 6
Scott Sheppard    Rec Sports 1 5 6
Steve Rezwick     Rec Sports 1 5 6
Tom Hussey Masterclean 3 3 6
Bill Collins Masterclean 1 5 6
Mike Caicco Priestly 1 5 6
Mike Dinner Priestly 1 5 6

Leksand link alive
arranged for a CFTO camera-
man and announcer to accom-
pany the team to Sweden for
the CTV network's Wide World
of Sports.

Games were played in
Sobertalje, Hammarby,
Leksand, Mora and
Stockholm.

Leksand, about 160 miles
north of Stockholm and known
as the hockey capital of
Sweden, made a lasting
impression on the visiting
Canadians.

During the visit, then
Councillor Norm Stewart invit-
ed Leksand to play in Aurora
the following year and that
began an exchange of friend-
ship visits of hockey teams,
soccer teams, jazz bands and
individuals over the years.

In March, 1974, Aurora
council unanimously adopted
a resolution officially inviting
Leksand to be Aurora's twin
municipality.

The invitation pointed out
that twinning had exciting pos-
sibilities in terms of exchange
visits among businesses,
schools, community groups
and citizens.

The adoption of the motion
came just as Councillors
Stewart and Jack Williamson
and 37 citizens were on their
way for a friendship visit with
the King City school band,
Nostalgia.

They spent five days in
Stockholm and five days in
Leksand where they stayed
with Swedish families.

They brought back a tapes-
try from Leksand, which they
presented to Mayor Evelyn
Buck as an indication of
Leksand's approval of the twin-
ning with Aurora.

The long dream of twinning
the Towns of Aurora and
Leksand became a reality Jan.
3, 1976.

During a hockey game
between the Leksand
Oldtimers and the Aurora
Church Dodgers, the official
exchange of documents and
flags took place, including a gift
to Leksand of four prints of old
Aurora by artist Dorothy Clark

McClure.
There were a few tears and

lots of laughter Jan. 4 as
friends of the two towns joined
hands and sang Auld Lang
Syne in Aurora's Factory
Theatre to wind up the 10-day
visit of the Leksand team.

There were several other
friendship visits over the years
including one in March, 1984,
on the 10th anniversary of the
twinning when Mayor Dick
Illingworth and Councillors
Evelyn Buck and Norm
Stewart joined several citizens
and the St. Andrew's College
Jazz Band to reconfirm the
twinning.

A blue calfskin, from Collis
Leather, emblazoned with the
Town of Aurora Coat of Arms,
was presented to Leksand
Mayor Bjorn Doverskog and
the citizens of Leksand from
the council and citizens of
Aurora.

Recently the exchange vis-
its have been less frequent
and it looked as if the Swedish
connection had been broken,
but the letter from Leksand
brings with it hopes of contin-
ued visits between the sister
towns.

Time for another visit.
Anyone game?

From page 1
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Website: www.aci.on.ca/amha

Results as of Sunday, January 14

House League
Minor Atom

303 Tilemaster 4. 301 Optimist Club of
Aurora Inc. Minor Atom House League 2
- Dennis Semenovych 1G 1A, Nathan
Dinatale 1A, Johnny Sherwood 1G.

305 Aurora Canadian Tire 4. 303
Tilemaster Minor Atom House League 4 -
Riley Weller 2G, Adam Hofmann 1A,
Michael Hosmer 1G, Nathan Romanchych
1G, Mark Bonofiglio 1A.

303 Tilemaster Minor Atom House
League 6 - Riley Weller 3G 1A, Adam

Hofmann 1G 1A, Troy Foster 1A, Connor
Cann 1A, Mark Bonofiglio 2G. 306 Danny's
Boys 2.

Minor Bantam

708 Perfect Moves Minor Bantam
House League 3 - Austin Fenyes 1G, Liam
Martin 1A, Brandon Connolly 1G, Brody
Hunter 1A, TJ Ground 1G, Michael Bernier
1A. 704 Mary’s Flower Shop 1 - Eric Butler
1G.

706 Cosentino Produce Minor Bantam
House League 4 - Cameron Annear 1G,
Patrick Dowling 1A, Zach Andrews 1G,
Alexander Payne 1G, Logan Weber 1G,
Robert Anderson 1A. 705 CAA South
Central Ontario 0.

Light up your life!
Lighting • Fixtures • Fans 

220 Industrial Pkwy. S. 905-841-2832
Call for hours

Great Prices 

Bridge results
Jan. 9: NS - Ed Smereka, Virginia Smereka;
Margaret MacFarlane, Paul MacFarlane;
Catherine Balant, Ross Jenkinson; Mike
Campbell, Ross Jenkinson.

Jan. 10: NS - Paul Graves, Shirley Hulbig; Nan
McLean, Richard Beetham; Wally Browne,
Vivien, Thomas. EW - Virginia Smereka, Paul
MacFarlane; Gord Saul, Peter Brugger; Hans
Jacobs, Linda Lord.

Jan. 12: NS - Shirley Hulbig, Paul Graves; Libby
McWilliams, Olly Smolak; Judy Aikman, Mel
Taylor. EW - Mike MacNeil, Dan MacNeil;
Margaret MacFarlane, Paul MacFarlane; Jane
Demers, Paul Caleb.

For the sixth time in the 24-year history of the MacPherson hockey tournament, the host team from
Aurora, St. Andrew’s College Saints, won all the marbles over the weekend at the Aurora Community
Centre. They defeated Edge School from Calgary 3-2 in the final game Sunday. Ironically, the same two
teams met for the first time Friday morning, and Aurora managed to post the same score, then contin-
ued its undefeated march to the title Sunday afternoon. Opening ceremonies, in front of a huge crowd,
included a performance by the St. Andrew’s College pipes and drums contingent. The championship
team is shown above. Eight teams took part in the event, including the Shady Side Academy from
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; St. Francis High School, from Athol Springs, New York; and Gilmour Academy
from Gates Mills, Ohio. The other five clubs were from Canada.

Auroran photos by David Falconer

School renovation resumes

ects and programs; and it
assists with cash flow.

During the year there
was an increase of $135
million in assessment and
based on a no increase
budget for town purposes
there would be a decrease
of 2.1 per cent providing
service levels remained
the same.

He explained the vari-
ous lines in the proposed
budget material and noted
that $220,000 in the budg-
et represented one per
cent so that if the budget
was to be decreased by
one per cent there would
have to a deduction of that

amount in the budget.
He pointed out that

there are certain manda-
tory increases that have to
be included and capital
projects amounting to
more than $4 million were
included in the operating
budget bringing the budg-
et to a 12.4 per cent
increase, which does not
include a 2007 salary
increase.

This compared with a
7.9 per cent increase in
2006 and a projection of
8.7 for 2007 which had to
be increased to 12.4 per
cent due to the number of
capital projects required.

It also showed projec-

tions of a seven per cent
increase in 2008, 4.7 per
cent in 2009 and three per
cent in 2019.

To lower the proposed
budget would require a
reduction in service levels
or an increase in user
fees.

Committee members
asked several questions
for clarification and
received the presentation
for information.

The Treasurer suggest-
ed that at least two more
budget meetings be
scheduled and it was
hoped the final budget
would go to council Jan.
29 for approval.

In a recent issue of The
Attic, the Society's
newsletter, President
Helen Roberts reported
that work had begun in
preparation for the major
construction planned for
2007.

The installation of a
sprinkler system, an
undertaking previously
approved by council to
protect the heritage build-
ing, was scheduled for
completion before the end
of December.

Work had also started
on completion of the
ground floor Exhibit
Gallery which is being ren-
ovated with a grant from
the Trillium Foundation.

Originally, it was intend-
ed to use the grant when
the whole building was
under construction, but a
delay in the construction
phase created a necessity
to use the funds due to a
deadline, it was decided to
complete the Exhibit
Gallery in the north-
west classroom on the 

ground floor.
The architect's plans

were already in place and
the contractor was current-
ly working on finishing the
floors, walls and ceiling,
including installation 
of matching reproduced 
tin ceiling tiles where nec-
essary.

Once finished the
Gallery will provide the
Society with a showroom
where stakeholders will
get an idea of the look 
and uses of the finished
building.

Eventually the Gallery
will showcase travelling
exhibits and displays from
both the Society's collec-
tion of artifacts and com-
munity based exhibits.

Ms. Roberts writes that
2007 shows great promise
for the Aurora Heritage
Centre as the new mayor
and council have
expressed an interest in
supporting Arts and
Culture and the Society
hopes to work with them to
establish a cultural base at
the Heritage Centre.

From page 1

From page 1

First budget look a shock

St. Andrew’s wins its own tournament
It was only two years

ago that a hockey team
from Aurora’s St.
Andrew’s College won, for
the fifth time, the gold
medal in the annual
MacPherson hockey tour-
nament.

Sunday, they repeated
their performance with a
3-2 win over Edge School

from Calgary, Alberta.
The medal marked the

sixth time Aurora has won
the title in the 24-year his-
tory of the tournament,
which opened Friday
night, utilizing both ice
surfaces at the Aurora
Community Centre.

Aurora went undefeat-
ed in the event, opening

Friday morning with
another 3-2 victory over
Edge, then following up
with a 2-1 win over St.
Francis High School
Friday evening, and an 8-
1 victory over Shady Side
Academy from Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, Saturday at
noon.

In the semi-final played

Saturday evening, St.
Andrew’s edged Upper
Canada College 2-1 to
head into the final against
Edge.

Upper Canada, rele-
gated to the bronze medal
game, secured that spot
with a 3-2 win over
Gilmour Academy from
Gates Mills, Ohio.
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• Aurora’s First Choice For Driver Training 
• In Driver Education since 1979 
• MTO Approved Course Provider

ON-GOING MONTHLY CLASSES

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

(905) 713-3733
Training Services

PROFESSIONALLY INSTALLED
AUDIO/VIDEO SERVICES

Flat Panel TV’s
Front Projection Systems

Multi-Room Audio Systems
FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION

905.505.1246
Visit us online at lighthouseavgroup.com
to discover how we can light your way to 
a better home entertainment experience.

Kelly Malehmir 
Mortgage Specialist

416-417-8838
Rates are on the 
rise...call now!

Northwood Mortgage 9050 Yonge St., Ste. 501, Richmond Hill

FAIRLAWN PAINTING
RESIDENTIAL . INTERIOR & EXTERIOR . FAUX FINISHES

TOM MRAKAS
416-543-1624 

TOM@FAIRLAWNPAINTING.COM

SERVING THE AURORA COMMUNITY

PARTY SUPPLIES 50% OFF
BIRTHDAY, BABY SHOWER, BRIDAL SHOWER, CHRISTENING, COMMUNION, 

RETIREMENT, CASINO, FIESTA, LUAU, WESTERN, MOVIE NIGHT…
Napkins, plates, cups, tablecovers, banners, streamers, decorations, invitations, piñatas, 

candles, confetti, plastic glasses, cutlery, loot bag toys, candy…

WEDDING 50% to 75% OFF
Candles, guest books, pens, ring pillows, garters, cake tops, figurines, place cards, 

toasting flutes, cake knives, albums, money boxes, T-shirts, sandals…

SEASONAL 75% to 90% OFF
Valentines, St. Patrick’s Day, Mardi Gras, Easter, Graduation, Summer, Thanksgiving, 

Halloween, Hanukkah, Christmas, New Year’s…

COSTUMES 50% to 90% OFF
Costumes, wigs, hats, makeup, accessories…

CARDS & GIFT WRAP
FIXTURES

Assorted display racks, spinners, shelving units, wooden dining table, wooden coffee tables, 
upholstered dining chairs, counters, warehouse racking, slat wall, hooks, pegs…

BALLOONACY
15483 Yonge Street, Aurora • 905-841-5031 

North of Wellington, across from the Howard Johnson Hotel 

www.balloonacy.ca

PARTY STORE CLOSING!!

50% to 90% OFF

Once, municipal politicians
sought re-election annually

Back in the early 1960s, in
Aurora and a number of other
municipalities, citizens voted
annually to elect their munici-
pal council.

It was often said that nomi-
nation night and the election
were the most exciting events
of the year.

By the mid-1960s, Aurora
adopted a two-year term of
office, but many rural munici-
palities remained with the one-
year term, while Metro Toronto
council was elected for three
years.

At that time, the nomination
meeting was held in the audi-
torium of the Wells Street
Public School with a standing
room only audience of 400 to
500 citizens.

There were three large
blackboards at the front of the
room, one for council, one for
hydro commission and one for
school trustees, with Town
Clerk Bill Johnson in charge as
returning officer.

Nominations were given
verbally from the floor and duly
recorded on the blackboard, if
the nominated candidate indi-
cated his willingness to run for
office.

The nomination period last-
ed one hour and the tension
and excitement increased as
the deadline drew near.

At the appointed time,
Johnson announced that nom-
inations had closed and the
speeches started.

Then in early 1972 legisla-
tion was introduced at Queen's
Park, which provided for a uni-
form two-year term of office
and election date for all munic-
ipalities.

The selected date was the
first Monday in December for
every even numbered year
and nominations were to be
accepted for seven days, end-
ing 18 days before the election.

That rule did away with the
public nomination meeting.

The revised nomination
procedure required the candi-
date to file with the municipal
clerk a prescribed form signed
by at least 10 electors, all of
whom had to be listed on the
polling sheet.

The scrapping of the public
nomination night was not well
received by small urban and
rural municipalities, as it was
believed it was part of a contin-
uing trend towards making
elections more impersonal and
the electorate more lethargic.

In previous election years,
dating back to Confederation
or before, a candidate for pub-
lic office had to face the elec-
tors at the public meeting,
introduce himself and explain
why he was seeking public
office.

It gave the voters an oppor-
tunity to judge the person's
ability on the platform, ask
questions and gauge the pub-
lic's reaction to the candidate.

Under the revised nomina-
tion procedure, it was possible
for a candidate to be elected
without appearing before the
electors.

It was believed a uniform
date and a fixed two-year term
would generate more public
interest in municipal elections.
There was general agreement,
except in Toronto, for the two-
year term.

In growing municipalities,
one year was not long enough
for newly-elected councillors to
become familiar with the
issues and council procedures

before it was time to start elec-
tioneering again.

It was difficult even for an
experienced council to carry
out the planned projects within
the one-year term.

The next major election
issue occurred in May, 1975.

The Association of
Municipalities of Ontario initiat-
ed a survey of member munic-
ipalities to ascertain if the asso-
ciation should petition the
province to change the tradi-
tional December election date.

There was a move in some
municipalities to advance the
election date to October to
avoid what could be a bad win-
ter storm on election day and it
would be easier for candidates
to campaign in the better
weather.

After a lengthy discussion,
Aurora Council voted to retain
the first week in December for
elections, but recommended
election day be changed from
Monday to Saturday to encour-
age a larger voter turnout.

The poll showed that rural
municipalities were strongly
opposed to any change while

the large urban municipalities
with a population of more than
50,000 were prepared to make
the change, preferably to the
first week in November. There
was general agreement that
Monday was the preferred day
for the election.

The large urban municipali-
ties indicated they preferred a
three-year term of office, with
some suggesting a four-year
term, while the small urban and
rural municipalities preferred
the status quo.

Suggestions were also sub-
mitted that the names of candi-
dates on ballots be randomly
selected or selected by lot,

rather than alphabetical, as is
the current practice.

It was argued that candi-
dates with names starting with
a letter near the end of the
alphabet were being discrimi-
nated against, as electors nor-
mally voted for names at the
top of the ballot.

Over the years there have
been many changes in munici-
pal elections.

Municipal councils now
serve for a four-year term.

None of the changes has
done anything to reduce the
general public apathy and
improve the poor voter turnout
at municipal elections.



14 - AURORAN, Week of January 16, 2007

RUMOURS AND RAMBLINGS

How Aurora looked in 1968
- Aurora Council gave third and final reading to the

town's first zoning bylaw, ending nine years of effort
to gain effective control of the land within its bound-
aries.

- The Community Centre’s revenue exceeded
expenditures by $5,950 for the year.

- Council accepted the proposal of the Aurora
Lions Club to build a washroom facility in Fleury
Park.

- Provincial police officials recommended that York
municipalities unite their police forces to prevent
organized crime from making a stronghold in York.

- Aurora volunteer firefighters received an
increase in honorarium from $5 to $6 per call.

- Dan Bowerman retired as manager of Aurora's
Bank of Montreal after a 45-year banking career and
Don Pulcine was appointed manager.

- Norm Perkins was elected President of the
Aurora Legion.

- Aurora had a full slate of candidates for the
municipal election with Councillor Dick Illingworth
challenging Mayor Clarence Davis, Councillor Evelyn
Buck, Deputy Reeve Jack Williamson and former
Reeve Stu Patrick went for Reeve, Councillor Bill
Trent and School Trustee Murray Binions went for
Deputy Reeve. There were 11 candidates for the six
seats on council and because of two close results
council requested a recount of all votes.

OPERATION PUCK SHY

It was in October, 1970, when young Jamie McGirr
was watching a Tiger hockey game at the Community
Centre and like many young hockey fans was sitting
in the front row, as close to the action as he could
get.

But Jamie never got to see the whole game as he
was hit in the mouth by a flying puck and was rushed
to the hospital. He wasn't the first one to be hit as in
the previous year approximately 10 young people had
been struck by pucks flying into the stands.

Some were lucky and suffered only bruises, other
were cut and others lost teeth.

It was obvious something had to be done.
A group of hockey fans headed by Ron Wallace,

then a sports writer and Don Pulcine, manager of the
Bank of Montreal, decided the entire rink perimeter
should have a glass protective shield except for the
players’ benches.

In order to raise the estimated $1,500 to $2,000
required to install the protective shield they launched
Operation Puck Shy.

When the actual quotation came in it was
$2,575.40 for the 2-foot high glass.

By the end of 1970 Operation Puck Shy had col-
lected a total of $1,600.

Due to another young lad hit by a flying puck,
council agreed to include funds to pay the balance of
the cost for the glass barrier in the 1971 budget and
by the end of March, 1971, the barrier was in place
and injuries from flying pucks became a thing of the
past.

MATCHBOOK COLLECTORS

It wasn't that long ago when almost every restau-
rant and other place of business distributed little
packages of matches with the name of the restaurant
or the business printed on the cover.

There were so many that some people started to
collect the matchbooks and the Rathkamp
Matchcover Society was formed in 1940.

It was named after a Rhode Islander who had 45
collections.

The society had 1,500 members in the United
States plus 300 with the Hamilton-based Trans-

Canada Matchcover Club.
In August, 1993, Richmond Hill collector Morris

Pasternak arranged the society's 53rd convention in
the Valhalla Inn in Kitchener with collectors from as
far away as England and Australia in attendance.

Where are the matchcovers and the collectors
today?

ED. NOTE: Right here, Dick. I have more than
11,000 different covers in my collection and the
highest fire insurance rates in town...

CRIMINAL 
DEFENCE

BAIL

WILLS,
ESTATES

REAL
ESTATE

YOUNG 
OFFENDERS

Susan E.Tucker 
Lawyer & Notary Public

905 727-7775
FAMILY 

LAW

126 Wellington St. W. •   905-841-1633
New extended hours

(Corner of Haida Dr.) Enter via PHARMASAVE PHARMACY

Wellington Medical 

Walk-in Clinic 
• No Appointment Required 
• Travel, Wart and Acne Clinic
• Online appointment

Book at www.medhelp.ca

Dr. John Fitzsimons

Dr. Anthony Nguyen
Now accepting 
new patients

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcome

Hi-efficiency Furnaces, 
Furnace Maintenance Specials

“COMFORT WITH CONFIDENCE”

150 Hollidge Blvd., Unit C7... across from Sobeys Bayview
Aurora  905-713-6326  1-877-939-4600

Whether you need just a few hours a week 
or full-time 24 hour care, call us today 

– we’re here to help.

Graceful Inc.Living
Your Trusted In-Home Senior Care Agency

Personal Care:
• Exercise
• Bathing & grooming assistance
• Medication reminders
• Toileting assistance
• Dressing assistance
• Oral hygiene assistance

Homemaking:
• Meal planning & preparation
• Laundry & linen washing
• Vacuuming
• Light cleaning/housekeeping
• Grocery shopping
• Running errands

Companionship:
• Conversation/socializing
• Pet care assistance
• Walks and strolls
• Playing games/cards
• Reading

Accompaniment/Transportation:
• Professional visits (doctor/dentist)
• Social events
• Church
• Shopping/Banking

905-727-6200
15213 Yonge St, Suite 15, Aurora, ON L4G 1L8

www.gracefu l l i v ing inc . com

York 
Region’s for 

Senior Homecare!
Choi c e

At Graceful Living Inc., we help families just like yours to provide care and 
independence for their elderly loved ones right in their own homes.

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora L4G 6W8 
Phone 905-727-5421 * Fax 905-727-0037

Directors:
Brent Forrester - Laura Windover - Rich Kroeger - Gena Maher - Taylor Brown 

www.dignitymemorial.com
~ Cremation, Burial & Memorial Services 

~ Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans ~ Monuments, Markers & Inscriptions
~ Affordable Cost Options 

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited 

®

Find Out What your 
Home is Worth On-Line 

visit:

www.QuickOnlineEvaluation.com
ReMax Omega Realty (1988) Ltd.

Senior ScapeSenior Scape

Square Dance
draws a crowd

By BRIAN WARBURTON

The Aurora Seniors Association (ASA) square dance
on Saturday night, Jan. 6, confirmed what was suspect-
ed, that interest in square dancing is picking up steam.

A solid core of dancers can be recognized at each
dance, and it appears that awareness and participation
are increasing.

The dances have been scheduled for the first
Saturday in the month, but it appears that the third
Saturday in the month would be a better fit.

Bill Hands, who does an excellent job as our caller,
is available for the third Saturday, and if the
West/Mackenzie Hall is available at the centre on the
third Saturday, it will be a “go” situation.

We will avoid a conflict with Newmarket’s square
dance earlier in the month, and we can probably
rearrange our Friday night dance to avoid conflict.

That being said, the Saturday night square dance
was an enjoyable affair from start to finish, with Bill giv-
ing plenty of instruction to seniors anxious to learn.

Some line dancing and the inclusion of the occa-
sional ballroom dance, gave a nice variety to a good
evening of dancing entertainment.

Norm Weller, who was and is a strong promoter of
the ASA square dancing program, is undergoing
chemotherapy and caution dictates he must keep away
from crowds for the time being.

Norm, you are in our thoughts and we hope you get
well soon!

The computer club is back in full operation after the
Christmas layoff.

For me, this includes teaching basic Microsoft Word
to members with a bare minimum of computer opera-
tion.

The basic computer operation taught in the centre is
sufficient to allow progress in Microsoft Word; or if you
have any small amount of computer experience, I can
help you.

A little knowledge of the keyboard is a huge help to
the student, the teacher and everybody in the class.

On Tuesdays between 1 p.m. and 3 p.m., the com-
puter room is open for members to drop in, and assis-
tance is available including help with the keyboard, or
for anything concerned with computers.

We also have internet and e-mail training plus com-
puters in a nutshell.

I note that Evelyn Buck has her own Blog site at
“www.evelynbuck.com” and she received instructional
training from Tom Yates at the ASA.

After reading through Evelyn’s web/blog site, I
declare it very good, particularly as this endeavour has
been accomplished by a lady who has seen many,
many cold winters and hot summers come and go, and
who is not yet fully proficient in the operation of com-
puters, although she does have help.

I read the blog through, and found it of interest,
which is a deserving testimonial, and I congratulate
Evelyn.

Today the computer club committee met and I can
report that the drop in will continue each Tuesday in the
computer room, starting at 1 p,m.

It will continue for one or two hours depending on
demand.

The popular Tuesday general meetings with a variety
of programming will continue starting at 10 a.m.

Programs will include questions and answers, digital
cameras, scanning documents and photos, favourite
web sites and, if you have a request let us know, and if
you have an expertise and can make a presentation, let
us know.

Everybody is welcome and you do not need to be
experienced in any part of what we present; the com-
plete novice is welcome.



LEARN HOW TO 
DRAW & PAINT...

just like the Masters

• beginners to advanced

• ongoing classes

• drawing & painting techniques 

• help students prepare portfolios 

for college & art school

• no artistic experience necessary

905-726-8883
Judy studied academic painting and drawing in 

Florence, Italy. She has appeared on City Line TV.

www.wellingtongallery.com
mi.design@sympatico.ca
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Special rates: non-commercial word ads:  $20.00 (+g.s.t.) four weeks or, $15.95 (+g.s.t.) two weeks  minimum 15 words (Applies to word ads only). 
Got something to sell or advertise? Give us a call - 905-727-7128, fax - 905-727-2620 or go to www.auroran.com then click classifieds to send your ad  •  More than 76,000 copies delivered to Aurorans each month! 

CLASSIF IEDS

CLASSES • SEMINARS • WORKSHOPS • COURSES 
~ Directory ~

INDOOR & OUTDOOR SERVICES

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE

We pick up all your household rubbish.
Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

Year-Round Maintenance Company

No Job too small.

905773-8033

You might not be able to do 
everything at once, but you can 

do everything in one place 

The UPS STORE® in Aurora
14845 Yonge St. Unit 6, Aurora    

905-713-1632 Fax: 905-713-1633  
Email: store73@theupsstore.ca

• Fax Services 
• Digital Printing & Copying 

• Document Finishing 
• Mailbox Rentals 
• Courier Services 

• Packaging Supplies & Services

THE UPS STORE

MON. - SAT.  10 - 4 
SUN.  12 - 4

75 Mary Street, Unit 3 
905727-3300

GIANTSALE
ON USED 
BOOKS

HOME 

Advertise all year for as little as $7 per week. (*This section only)  Call 905-727-7128, Fax 905-727-2620 or go to www.auroran.com and click classifieds and the form window will come up.

RENOVATIONS
EXPERT

• Start to Finish 
we do it all

• Guaranteed Quality 
• On Time and 

to your satisfaction
• Bathroom Specialists 
• Energy Saving 

Improvements.

Marty 416-606-5492

Specials

TINA’S
AESTHETICS

By appt. 416-918-2028
*Tell a friend and receive $10 OFF your next visit.

We use disposable plastic foot bath inserts.

RELAXATION
PACKAGE:

Body Massage
European Facial 
Deluxe Pedicure

Manicure 
$122

WELLNESS
PACKAGE:
European

Facial 
Deluxe Pedicure

Manicure
$92

HOLIDAY
PACKAGE:
Leg Wax 

Deluxe Pedicure
Manicure

$83

(first time customers)

AESTHETICS

Cleaning Service 
Commercial/residential 

any day any time 
FREE ESTIMATE

CRYSTAL

905-392-1589

CLEANING 

�

�

�

YOGA CLASSES�

PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING 

with a personal touch
• Serving Aurora for 8 yrs.
• Customized Services 
• Same Professional 

and Reliable Staff 
• Insured & Bonded
Call for an in-home 

consultation 
905-713-5636

Member of Aurora
Chamber of Commerce

Maid
to Shine

�

� CLEANING

� SCRAP PICK-UP

CONSTRUCTION�

FOR SALE�

PET SITTING SERV.�

A&H CONSTRUCTION 
& MAINTENANCE 

905-726-2894

• Renovations  
• Additions 

• Finished Basements
• Decks   •  Painting

• Seniors 10% OFF

I’LL PICK UP YOUR SCRAP
cars and trucks at no charge, and in some

cases, pay you for them. All deals negotiable

SCRAP WANTED

Call 905-751-3019 

S W I M M I N G
INSTRUCTION By
Yvonne Cattrall, -
Masters World Record
holder, 40 years’ expe-
rience, certified Red
Cross Instructor. Year
round, all levels, 3-4
maximum in class. 905-
841-3450

SWIMMING LESSONS�

DANCE LESSONS�

TUTOR� LEARN TO DRAW�

THE AURORAN DELIVERS 915,000 COPIES 
PER YEAR

Advertise in Auroran Classifieds all year as low as $10/wk. (This section only)

Consistency is the key to successful advertising.
We are here to assist you    7 DAYS A WEEK

905-727-7128

RIDING LESSONS�

STUDY GROUP�

OFFICE FOR RENT,
Yonge and Mosley
area. For more informa-
tion, call Telly at 905-
717-4073.

DRAWING CLASS
All level small group
English and Chinese.
Call Yunhong at 
9 0 5 - 7 1 3 - 3 6 5 0
http://www.yhar tstu-
dio.com

���

CAMERA CLUB�

FLOWERS�

THERAPY�

FOR RENT �

WEIGHTLOSS�

MOVERS�

HELP WANTED�

RRRR&&&&RRRR
REVISITED

HANDYMAN�

CARPET - I have sever-
al thousand yards of new
S t a i n m a s t e r
and 100% Olefin 
carpet. I will carpet your
living room & hall for
$389. Price includes car-
pet, pad and installation
(30 square yards). Steve
905-898-0127.

QUALITY WORK
REASONABLE RATES
ALL JOBS  ANY SIZE 

SHORT NOTICE
SENIORS DISCOUNT

STEVE  
416.723.8690

BOWTIE 
HANDYWORK &
RENOVATIONS

P S Y C H O T H E R A P Y

A compassionate, understanding 
therapist can help ease your distress. 

Don’t struggle alone.

Luanne Jakobi
Psychotherapist
905/726-4341

Aurora

Are you feeling 
sad, lonely,

anxious,
empty...

Want to 

Relieve
Anxiety
Fast?

Read about guaranteed
natural treatments at

book-titles.ca

SEMINAR�

If interested, email
rob@auroraonline.com
Indicate skill level,
camera and main 
topics of interest.

AURORA 
DIGITAL 

CAMERA CLUB THANK 
YOU 

for 

supporting 

AURORAN 

CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISERS

Flower
arrangements 

for sale or rent.

FOR ANY OCCASION 
905-727-9773

Please leave a message 

COLD 
PORCELAIN/SILK

Hairdresser
needed 

Full Time 
Part Time

Please call:
905-727-1369

HELP
WANTED

CLEAN WITH CARE experi-
enced efficient, thorough
home cleaning with an added 
personal touch 905-727-
2353

mi.design@sympatico.ca

GALLAUGHER
CLEANING
SERVICES 

Residential
Commercial

For free 
estimates 

call
905-717-2740
ask for Sue.

GALLAUGHER
CLEANERS

FREE 
ESTIMATES

• Bath renovations
• plumbing and 

drain repairs
• new installations

Most available 
after hours &

weekends

RONALD 
LICENSED 
PLUMBER

Call
416 .824.8823

LATIN/BALLROOM
DANCE CLASSES
Mondays 8 p.m. at the
Aurora Legion on 
I n d . P k w y . N .
P R A C T I C E
T H U R . nights at 7-10
p.m. the Lions Hall,
Mosley and Victoria
Sts. Next monthly
DANCE PARTY - Jan.
19, 2007,  7 p.m. at the
Aurora Legion. (See ad
this page). For more
info call Steve Miller at
416-439-6557 or 
visit h i s  w e b
s i t e : www.SteveMiller
D a n c e . c a  E m a i l :
S teve@SteveMi l le r
Dance.ca

STUDY GROUP  (MAD
MONEY) meeting regu-
larly in Aurora. Learn
Jim Cramer’s rules of
investing. No fee.
Educational only. Call
905-751-6013

Serving York Region for over 10 years
Home or office we specialize in all 

interior & exterior renovations
• Additions/Expansions      • Flooring
• Basements                      • Painting
• Landscaping                   • Decks & Patios

Seniors receive a 10% Discount
Call TODAY for a FREE QUOTE

Two Brothers General Contractors

416-562-7153

H A R R I S  
HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS

FREE ESTIMATES

Jeff 905-713-0325
or, 905-716-2214

Professional home repairs 
& renovations. Carpentry,

painting, plastering,
ceramics, floors, windows 

& doors , plumbing 
installations etc.

~WE DO DRYWALL
AND TAPING 

BATHROOMS AND
BASEMENTS ~

RENOVATIONS DONE RIGHT

IDEAL FOR A HOMEMAK-
ER OR A MATURE SEMI-
RETIRED LADY seeking
a no pressure p/t job in
a pleasant environ-
ment 10-20 hours a
week. WEEKDAYS
AND/OR WEEKENDS.
You must be totally
flexible to be scheduled
between 7.30am - 5.30
pm. Previous café serv-
ice and food prepara-
tion experience is pre-
ferred. St. Andrews
mall - across IGA Drop
in/call/send resumé. Tel
(905) 713-1245/(905)
770-4695 Fax (905)
770-8247

UPSCALE COFFEE SHOP
ON THE BEAN

IN AURORA
P/T HELP WANTED

REVOLUTIONS
30 Minute Workout
For Men & Women

For Heart & Stroke
St. Andrews Plaza

905726-8396

Community
Weight-Loss
Challenge

E X P E R I E N C E D
TUTOR AVAILABLE
for Science (Chemistry,
Physics, and Biology),
Math and English till
Grade 11. Call Ruchika
at 905-751-1512.

HAIRDRESSER &
AESTHETICS with
clients. Yonge St.
Aurora 416-823-3789

DANCE

The dance will be held at The Royal Canadian Legion #385, 
105 Industrial Parkway North, Aurora. 

North of Wellington between Yonge and Bayview.
Park around back and enter through the east door.

LOTS OF FREE PARKING

To register or for more information:  Web: www.SteveMillerDance.ca 
Phone:  Steve @ 416-439-6557  • E-mail: Steve@SteveMillerDance.ca
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Wellington Street East

St. John’s Sideroad
Map of Aurora

Steve Miller 
dance Ballroom & 

Latin American 
Instruction

Come out and

FREE LESSON WITH STEVE MILLER

JANUARY 19FRIDAY 7 p.m. to 12

COUPLES & SINGLES

•  Music - strict tempo 
•  Refreshments 
• Cash Bar
• Door prizes
• Purchase a dance CD 
•  Dance shoes for sale

Only $15
Reserved seating available

LATIN 
BALLROOM

4500 sq. ft. 
Dance Floor

*See “Classes Section”
left, for more info 
on classes and 

practice classes with
Steve Miller.

SCRAP
WANTED

SEE BACK PAGE FOR DETAILS

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING 
COMPANY 

IS LOOKING FOR FT/PT. 
Rapidly growing company, team leader posi-
tions available, vehicle an asset, kms paid,

competitive wages.

Aurora Newmarket area 
Please call SPAR-CLEAN 905-967-0445 

and leave a message

CLEANERS WANTED

SCRAP WANTED.
Unwanted cars and
trucks removed - will
pay. 905-727-8880

E L I T E  M OV I N G .
HOUSES, Apartments,
Offices. Short notice.
Reliable. Experienced.
Punctual. Assembling/
Disassembling. Free
packing. VISA/MC.416-
560-2723, 905-841-
4723, www.elitemov-
ing.net 

STUDY 
GROUP

LOCAL 
MOVERS

CALL
905841-4723

DOGS BOARDED,
walk your dog, cats vis-
ited. Call Sigita. 416-
278-9918
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TheAURORAN
Community Newspaper

&
R&R Revisited
THE ONLY BOOK STORE IN AURORA

are moving
The success of Aurora’s six-year-old community newspaper 

and the inventory of more than half a million used books 
have forced us to find larger accommodations.

And we have!!!

Wellington St.E.

Yo
n

g
e

S
t.

Harrison Ave.

X

X AAURURORANORAN
Community Newspaper

Effective June 1, the two 
enterprises will begin

business at 95 Edward
Street (See the map).

Once we’re settled,
we’ll do an official open
house and show you

our new operation.
Meanwhile, drop into our

Mary St. location between 10
a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday

through Saturday and noon to 4
p.m. Sunday and see half a
million used books in one
huge room. We think you’ll
be impressed.

Before we move, we’d like to
sell as many books 

as possible, so all mass market 
paperbacks will go for a buck 
and all hardcovers will go for $3.

Here’s where 

we are now

Here’s w
here 

we’re
 goingGIANT

BOOK 
STORE

R&RRR&&RR
RReevviissiittee

dd

ALL USED
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$3

$1
USED
Mass market
PAPERBACKS
Trade 
paperbacks
as marked

75 Mary Street, Unit 3
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